Marine Mammal Commission

(2) There are authorized to be appropriated to the Department of Commerce, for the
purposes of carrying out this section, not to exceed $225,000 for each of the fiscal
years ending September 30, 1979, September 30, 1980, and September 30, 1981.

Marine Mammal Research Grants

16 U.S.C. 1380

Sec. 110. (a) [AUTHORIZATION; RESEARCH CONCERNING YELLOWFIN TUNA; ANNUAL
REPORT.] — The Secretary is authorized to make grants, or to provide financial
assistance in such other form as he deems appropriate, to any Federal or State agency,
public or private institution, or other person for the purpose of assisting such agency,
institution, or person to undertake research in subjects which are relevant to the
protection and conservation of marine mammals. In carrying out this subsection, the
Secretary shall undertake a program of, and shall provide financial assistance for,
research into new methods of locating and catching yellowfin tuna without the inciden-
tal taking of marine mammals. The Secretary shall include a description of the annual
results of research carried out under this section in the report required under section
103(%).

(b) [TERMS AND CONDITIONS.] — Any grant or other financial assistance provided by
the Secretary pursuant to this section shall be subject to such terms and conditions as
the Secretary deems necessary to protect the interests of the United States and shall be
made after review by the Marine Mammal Commission.

(c) [GULF OF MAINE ECOSYSTEM PROTECTION.] —

(1) No later than 1 year after the date of enactment of the Marine Mammal Protec-
tion Act Amendments of 1994 [April 30, 1995], the Secretary of Commerce shall
convene a regional workshop for the Gulf of Maine to assess human-caused factors
affecting the health and stability of that marine ecosystem, of which marine mammals
are a part. The workshop shall be conducted in consultation with the Marine Mammal
Commission, the adjacent coastal States, individuals with expertise in marine mammal
biology and ecology, representatives from environmental organizations, the fishing
industry, and other appropriate persons. The goal of the workshop shall be to identify
such factors, and to recommend a program of research and management to restore or
maintain that marine ecosystem and its key components that—

(A) protects and encourages marine mammals to develop to the greatest extent
feasible commensurate with sound policies of resource management;

(B) has as the primary management objective the maintenance of the health and
stability of the marine ecosystems;

(C) ensures the fullest possible range of management options for future genera-
tions; and

(D) permits nonwasteful, environmentally sound development of renewable and
nonrenewable resources.

(2) On or before December 31, 1995, the Secretary of Commerce shall submit to the
Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation of the Senate a report containing
the results of the workshop under this subsection, proposed regulatory or research
actions, and recommended legislative action.

(d) [BERING SEA ECOSYSTEM PROTECTION.] —
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(1) The Secretary of Commerce, in consultation with the Secretary of the Interior,
the Marine Mammal Commission, the State of Alaska, and Alaska Native organiza-
tions, shall, not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act Amendments of 1994 [October 27, 1994], undertake a scientific research
program to monitor the health and stability of the Bering Sea marine ecosystem and to
resolve uncertainties concerning the causes of population declines of marine mammals,
sea birds, and other living resources of that marine ecosystem. The program shall
address the research recommendations developed by previous workshops on Bering Sea
living marine resources, and shall include research on subsistence uses of such re-
sources and ways to provide for the continued opportunity for such uses.

(2) To the maximum extent practicable, the research program undertaken pursuant to
paragraph (1) shall be conducted in Alaska. The Secretary of Commerce shall utilize,
where appropriate, traditional local knowledge and may contract with a qualified Alaska
Native organization to conduct such research.

(3) The Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Commission
shall address the status and findings of the research program in their annual reports to
Congress required by sections 103(f) and 204 of this Act.

Commercial Fisheries Gear Development

16 U.S.C. 1381

Sec. 111. (a) [RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM; REPORT TO CONGRESS;
AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.] — The Secretary of the department in which the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is operating (hereafter referred to in
this section as the "Secretary") is hereby authorized and directed to immediately
undertake a program of research and development for the purpose of devising improved
fishing methods and gear so as to reduce to the maximum extent practicable the
incidental taking of marine mammals in connection with commercial fishing. At the
end of the full twenty-four calendar month period following the date of the enactment of
this Act [October 21, 1974], the Secretary shall deliver his report in writing to the
Congress with respect to the results of such research and development. For the
purposes of this section, there is hereby authorized to be appropriated the sum of
$1,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1973, and the same amount for the next
fiscal year. Funds appropriated for this section shall remain available until expended.

(b) [REDUCTION OF LEVEL OF TAKING OF MARINE MAMMALS INCIDENTAL TO COMMER-
CIAL FISHING OPERATIONS.] — The Secretary, after consultation with the Marine
Mammal Commission, is authorized and directed to issue, as soon as practicable, such
regulations, covering the twenty-four-month period referred to in section 101(a)(2) of
this title, as he deems necessary or advisable, to reduce to the lowest practicable level
the taking of marine mammals incidental to commercial fishing operations. Such
regulations shall be adopted pursuant to section 553 of Title 5, United States Code. In
issuing such regulations, the Secretary shall take into account the results of any
scientific research under subsection (a) of this section and, in each case, shall provide a
reasonable time not exceeding four months for the persons affected to implement such
regulations.

(c) [REDUCTION OF LEVEL OF TAKING OF MARINE MAMMALS IN TUNA FISHERY.] —
Additionally, the Secretary and Secretary of State are directed to commence negotia-
tions within the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission in order to effect essential
compliance with the regulatory provisions of this Act so as to reduce to the maximum
extent feasible the incidental taking of marine mammals by vessels involved in the tuna
fishery. The Secretary and Secretary of State are further directed to request the
Director of Investigations of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission to make
recommendations to all member nations of the Commission as soon as is practicable as
to the utilization of methods and gear devised under subsection (a) of this section.
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