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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
T 

ISSUED: A p r i l  20, 1973 

Adopted by the NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
a t  i t s  o f f i c e  i n  Washington, D .  C. 
on the  4 th  day of Apr i l  1973 

FORWARDED TO: 1 
) 

Admiral Chester R. Bender ) 
Commandant ) 
U. S. Coast Guard 1 
Washington, D. C. 20590 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

SAFETY RECOMMENDATION M-73- 6 

The National Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board nmtes t h a t  approximately 
80 percent  of the f a t a l i t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  from marine acc iden t s  occur i n  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  boat ing.  With the  continued growth i n  r e c r e a t i o n a l  boat ing,  
commensurate expansion of s a f e t y  education, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  d i r ec t ed  
toward the  s p e c i a l  problems and needs of the  novice boatman, appears t o  
b e  necessary. 

The importance of providing s a f e t y  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  the  boatman i s  
recognized by t h e  Sa fe ty  Board and the  Coast Guard. Unfortunately,  
motivat ing the  boatman t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  v o l u n t a r i l y  i n  s a f e t y  courses i s  
d i f f i c u l t .  To encourage such p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and t o  disseminate  the rudi-  
ments of seamanship a s  widely a s  poss ib l e ,  we be l i eve  t h a t  every purchaser 
of a new boat  should be  provided w i t h  a n  owner's manual which g ives  b a s i c  
boat ing s a f e t y  information. This information should include,  but  not  be 
l i m i t e d  to ,  such s u b j e c t s  as minimum s a f e t y  equipment, opera t ing  respon- 
s i b i l i t i e s ,  a i d s  t o  naviga t ion ,  h i n t s  on s a f e t y  a f l o a t ,  Federal  regula- 
t i o n s ,  acc ident  prevent ion  and r epor t ing ,  and boat ing s a f e t y  courses.  
Addi t iona l ly ,  an owner's manual furnished by t h e  manufacturer should 
provide t o  the  boatman da ta  which might be pecu l i a r  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  boa t ,  
i .e.,  recommendations f o r  u s e  i n  c e r t a i n  seas ,  weather,  load d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  
turning c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  e t c .  Most of t h i s  information i s  p resen t ly  
contained i n  the "Coast Guard O f f i c i a l  Recrea t iona l  Boating Guide," CG-340. 
Updating the information i n  t h i s  booklet  and pe rmi t t i ng  the  information t o  
be  used by boat manufacturers would g ive  the  new boat owner information 
which he does not  have t o  "seek ou t , "  Hopefully,  such i n f o r m t i o n  would 
make the boatman s a f e t y  conscious and would s t imu la t e  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  
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voluntary boat ing s a f e t y  courses. A s  proposed, 
be a t  no cos t  t o  the  government and would be  of 
boat  manufacturer, o f f e r i n g  valu 
educa t iona l  guide. 

For the  above reasons,  the  N 
recommends tha t :  

The U. S .  Coast Guard undertake measures, 
regula tory  a c t i o n  i f  necessary,  t o  assure  t h a t  mne 
manual- m i r r i n c r  h n s i r  hoatine. s a f e t y  information are 
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shown above. No _ - _ _  
should be made p r i o r  t o  t h a t  date .  

Reed, Chairman, McAdams, Bu 
the  above recommendation. Thaye 

- I 6"'-L.e ----_ -- 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h e d  t o  a l l  purchasers  of new r e c r e a t i o n a l  boats.  

sic Y-mvendation w i l l  be  r e l eased  t o  the  pub l i c  on the  i s s u  
, mlhl i ,- d i  -semination of t he  conten ts  of t h i s  document 
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