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Benin Compact Progress

*  Access to Justice Project: The Arbitration, Mediation and Concili-
ation Center (CAMeC) is now receiving arbitration and mediation
cases. The final steps toward initiating construction of up to nine
new courthouses around the country and a national legal library

are underway.

*  Access to Markets Project: MCA-Benin has initiated the procure-
ment process for the six lots of the Port of Cotonou. MCA is on

schedule to begin construction on the Port by the end of the year.

* Access to Land Project: MCA-Benin has signed agreements with
60 communes to establish their role in assuring property rights.

Preparations for formalization of land rights have been completed
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in 8o villages. Once training for operators of the Global Position-
ing System technology is finalized, MCA expects to begin field and

survey work in more than 100 villages.

Access to Financial Services Project: On March 31 President Boni
Yayi joined MCA, MCC, and 40 beneficiaries in a ceremony to
sign the first round of Challenge Facility grants. The selected
projects total $11 million, with $6.6 million funded by the Chal-
lenge Facility and the remainder shared by the grantees and other
donors. One of the projects funded will support the development
of an electronic payments network by a consortium of a bank and
two microfinance institutions. The projects will receive MCA

funding through the Facility over the next two years.
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* For more information on country proposals, due diligence, program set-up,
implementation and monitoring, and ongoing impact, please see the diagram
entitled Typical MCC Program Cycle at www.mcc.gov.
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March 2009:
MCA initiates

the procurement
process for the Port
of Contonou. MCA
is on schedule to
begin construction
by the end of the
year.

February 2009:
Benin creates a
national land titling
commission to
lead policy reform
efforts.

March 2009:
First grants
awarded to
40 beneficiary
projects.

February 2009:
Arbitration center
is fully operational
and receiving cases.




