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e all share the responsi at of animals that W we observe or photogr isiting our public 
land exceeds 42 million per year, the chances of some people encountering 
wild animals increases. Inappropriate human behavior can lead to 

Center for Wil 
can positively infl 
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an animal that fee 

'c land visitors 

his behavior is an 
erned visitors 
gall wild animals 

others undq 
information this brochure was gathered during eigk years of observation 
of human 

and how to protect animals while enjo) ng them. The 

on our public lands. 

HOW CLOSE 13 
Too CLOSE? 

ild animals should always be W allowed to carry out their 
normal behavior without 
interruption. Since responses of 
individual wild animals will differ, 
even within the same species, there 
is no set distance 
However, you can 

1 indicate when you 

If an animal moves away from 
you, turns its back toward you, 

or death trying to escap 

or abandoned their nest. 
eparated from tneir young 

- - = 
5. Been distracted from watching 
for predators. 
6. Acquired a human scent track 
that can lure predators to nests or 
young. 
7. Abandoned an important food 
source, reducing their chances 
for survival. 
8. Responded aggressively without 
warning, posing a danger to those 
watching them. 
9. Read local regulations on the safe 
distance to maintain from wildlife. 

verely damage the 

RESPECT WILDLIFE, 
FEARYOUR BEHAVIOR 

AND ACTIONS. 



RESPECT AL BEARS EQUALLY. 
AL BEARS CAN BE DANGEROUS! - 4 

F 

There is no guaranteed saf 
be 500 to 1,000 f 

istance. The minimum safe distance in many 
ere is no guarantee that this is always 

When in bear country, make your presence known by talking loudly, clapping 
or occasionally calling out. Be heard! 

in a h uphill and downhill. 
snme better than others. 

L 

in most people believe. Don't be fooled. 

interpreted by bears and other animals as 

Ily wants a better view and only wants 

ation by swaying its head from side to side, 
ing its teeth. 

Flattened ears and raised hair on the back of 
ent. If a bear runs with a stiff, bouncing gait, it 

e a t  e. 
Never run from a bear. Back away slowly. 

ALL ANIMALS CAN BE DANGEROUS 
ears get the most media attention B when they are involved in con- 

frontations with people: however, 
other wild animals have been 
involved in more confrontations 
which lead to serious injury and 
fatalities. Keep this in mind the next 
time you see anyone, especially 

species, both males and 1 
potentially dangerous. 

Many public land anim 
become accustomed to people 
unfortunately will al 
come very close bef 
This does not mean 
like pets or farm animals, but that 
the safe distance bqtween the peop 
and the animals has decreased. This 
only means that when flight or fight 
is chosen, a retreat to a safe distanl 

children, approaching I wi'-""-. 

a visible warning is not always 

tempers. Buffalo will st&p, use 
their horns and their massive body 
weight to gore or otherwise injure 

takes a small 

a safe distance. 
mountain 

,breaking 
for people may be too late. The 
animal has less time to determine 
whether to fight or flee when it feels 
threatened. When it does choose, 

bones and inflicting puncture 
wounds. This is a normal form of 
communication for them. Your only 
protection is to keep a safe distance. 

1 
t 

5. Chipmunks, squirrels, rabbits, 
foxes, raccoons, and other small 
animals can carry rabies and Rocky 
Mountain spotted fever. They can 
also inflict bites and scratches 
vulnerable to infection. 
6. Many birds will abandon eggs or 
young in the nest if disturbed by 
people approaching. 
7. All animals are especially danger- 
ous during their mating season. This 
includes birds such as hawks, swans 
and herons. 
8. Never surround any animal with 
a group of people. A startled animal 
may charge right through a group, 
knocking down adults as well as 
children and inflicting severe 
injuries. 



In’t become overconfident when 
I -amping in a large campground. 
Animals may wander through at any 
time, especially at night. Camp- 
ground animals are more likely to be 
“habituated” (that is, used to people 
and their food) and thus can be very 
dangerous. Special precautions are 
necessary. Keep a clean camp. 
W Store all food and food-related 

items including pet foods and 
canned goods inside a hard-sided 
vehicle when not in use. 

W Deposit all garbage in wildlife- 
proof trash containers. 

W Contain trailer wastewater, and 
dispose of it frequently in the 
proper facilities. 

W Keep pets on a leash at all times. 
They look like prey and can draw 
predators to your camp. 

when walking in the campground 
at night. 

W Inspect the campground for animal 
signs, especially bears. Watch for 
careless campers near you who 
may attract animals. 

W Get involved. Ask other campers 

W Use a flashlight and stay alert 

who are not observing precautions 
to improve their camp for their AInNG THE ROAD 
safety and yours. 

W Contact public land officials for 
special precautions required in 
bear country. 

animals to cross the road unobstructed. 
mimals often travel in pairs or groups. If one runs in front of you, watch for 
ithers to follow. 
)o not lure animals to your car with food or throw food at them. This 

encourages them to frequent the road area, resulting in collisions and 
fatalities. 

W Observe or photograph animals, especially bears, from your car. Do not 
drive close to animals. Many animals can and will cause serious damage if 
they feel threatened by the presence of your vehicle. 
r)o not park on the roadway: always park in turnouts. 
ilways observe regulations. 

ALL WILDLIFE HAS THE POTENTIAL 
TO BE DANGEROUS WHEN COMBINED 

WITH INAPPROPRIATE HUMAN BEHAVIOR 



will be destroyed because of 
public safety. Help protect b 

Stay informed about recent bear activity in the are 
I Leave a travel plan with a friend, and sign in and ou 
at the trailhead so that someone will know when to 
expect your return. 
H Avoid sudden encounters and habitat destruction 
Stay on the trail. 

Hike in groups to avoid surprising bears. 
H Hike during daylight hours only. 
H Make human sou 
your hands. Avoid h 

ng, singing or clappin 

FISHING 
.Obey fishing area restrictions. 

Spawning areas are natural attrac- 
tions for bears. Bears will aggres- 
sively defend a food supp 

WCarefulJandling of fish w 
odors& your clothes and h a n d 4  
Wash your hands and change 
clothes before you retire. 

I 

sounds. Occasio 
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1. Obtain proper permits, and camp in designated areas so k a t  you can be 

contacted if necessary. 
2. Learn to recognize bear signs. Don’t camp in an area with rece 

or where food or garbage are found. 
3. Always sleep in a tent (not 

logical barrier to a bear. 
4. Total cleanliness (of 

that could attract bears. 
5. Avoid cooking od 

where you will sleep. 
6. Plan meals so tha 
7. Hang food at least 1 

Make sure you hang yo 
8. Combustible garbage should be burned completely to 
9. Non-combustible 

will dig it up. 
10. Dump dishwater c 
11. Do not sleep in the r-while cooking. - 
12. Packs, tents, and sleeping bags should be kept free of food odors. 
13. Human sexual activity, deodorant, perfume or aftershave lotion may 
attract bears. 
14. Camp in open areas away from trails and thick cover. Bears often use trails 
designed for people and find security in dense cover. 
15. Don’t camp near a bear’s natural food source such as a berry patch, fish- 
spawning stream, or animal carcass. 
16. Rehearse what you and your group will do if a bear appears. 
17. Place tents in a line. Space tents apart so that animals can travel freely 
between them and not feel trapped. 
18. Don’t litter. Many animals, including bears, will eat anything that has 
unusual scents (for example film containers, plastic bags, or cans). This can 
make them sick and can even be fatal. 
19. Do not bring your pet. Pets are usually prohibited in back-country. 

revent smells 



PHL I 3GRAPHING WILDLIFE 
Purchasing a camera does not give anyone permission 
to put  animals, birds or marine life under stress. 

Never surround or crowd an 
animal. 

All animals should only be 
photographed from a vehicle, 
observation are, or from a distance 
with a 400 mm or longer lens. 

Remain alert to potential dangers 
in your eagerness to take the 
perfect photo; 500 to 1,000 feet is 
recommended to avoid provoking 
large animals. 

Never surprise an animal. Retreat 
at any sign of stress or aggression. 

Avoid direct eye contact, even 
through the lens. 

Don't crouch or take a stance that 
may appear aggressive to a wild 
animal. Avoid following or chasing as 
the animal may respond by charging. 

Never try to herd an animal to a 
different location. 

Don't make sounds to startle 
animals, especially animal-like 
sounds or wails. 

Avoid occupied dens and nests. 
Watch other people in the area. 

Are they putting you in danger? 
Stay out of dense brush. 

How professional photographers 
get great photos: 

By using captive and conditioned 
animals at game farms. 

By photographing in controlled 
areas like Churchill (Canada) for 
polar bears; or the McNeal River 
Bear Sanctuary (Alaska) for 
grizzlies. 

By using powerful telephoto 
lenses. 

By being patient and devoting 
many years to getting desired 
photos in responsible ways. 

TOO CLOSE!-Example of photographer approaching too close, not 
using a telephoto lens, putting himself in danger and stressing the bull 
elk. 
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his brochure was produced as part of our International Wildlife, Habitat Stewardship, 
Graphic Art and Printing Educational program sponsored by: The International Graphic 
Art Educational Association and Center for Wildlife Information. We especially would 

like to acknowledge the following companies for their support; Linotype-Hell Co., Heidelberg 
USA, Eastman Kodak Co., Graphic Masters Inc., and General Motors Environmental Activity 
Staff, WSPA Libearty Campaign and Kodak Electronic Printing Systems. 
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For a list of our wildlife stewardship teaching supplements, posters, gift cards, and to 
schedule our multiple projector slide show or seminar, write to us at: 

Center  for Wildlife Information H RO. Box 709 H Bloomfield Hills,  MI 48303 
or 

Yellowstone National Park w P.O. Box 566 H Mammoth Hot Springs, WY 82190-0566 
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Michigan: (313) 642-2199 M o n t a n e  (406) 523- 7750 
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