...regulations that
inhibit the affordability
of small family
woodlands can lead to
conversion of forest
lands into
higher-density
residential areas.

Kevin Zobrist is a research scientist
for the Rural Technology Initiative,
College of Forest Resources,

University of Washington, Seattle, WA.

Address correspondence to
kzobr@u.washington.edu.

Achieving Desired
Future Conditions

Regulations that limit harvest activities
in Oregon and Washington riparian areas
are designed to
protect endangered
salmon and other
aquatic resources
that people in the
Pacific Northwest
hold in high regard.
The current strategy
of both states is to
partially or fully
restrict harvest in
buffer zones along
rivers and streams.
The goal is to allow
older, more complex forest structures to
develop that are characterized by larger trees
and other features that provide functions
that are beneficial to aquatic resources.
Ironically, the states’ regulations may not
necessarily translate into the most effective
way to achieve the intended conditions
on some sites. What’s lost in translation is
the biological reality of densely stocked
stands and the social reality of forest
land conversion. Biologically, the state
regulations can actually inhibit the growth
of larger trees under some circumstances —
specifically young, managed forests that

are densely stocked with small-diameter

trees. From a socioeconomic perspective,
regulations that inhibit the affordability
of small family woodlands can lead to

conversion of forest lands into higher-

Densely stocked stands like this one can lead to slower growing trees.

density residential areas. Kevin Zobrist, a
research scientist for the Rural Technology
Initiative (RTI), University of Washington,
is working on these issues by examining the
impact of current regulations and alternative

strategies on riparian forests.

Management Effects
on Stand Structure
and Economics

Zobrist and others at RTI have modeled
the effect of Oregon and Washington
regulations, and are simultaneously
examining the impacts of alternative

strategies on riparian forest structure and
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