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Key Findings

This update from
the Sustainable Wood
Production Initiative (SWPI)
highlights recent work by
Darius Adams and Gregory
Latta (Department of Forest
Resources, Oregon State
University) presented at
the March 2005 client
meeting in Troutdale,
Oregon. Previous work by
Adams and Latta with SWPI
involved examining the roles of forest policy
and private investment in sustaining future
timber harvest in the Pacific Northwest. Key
findings included that if forest policy and
investment levels are left unchanged, private
lands as a whole should be able to maintain
recent historical levels of harvest. New
forest policies that reduce available land for
timber harvest on private lands will lead to
roughly proportional reductions in timber
harvest. Also, due to the scarcity of larger
trees and older stands on private lands,
focusing harvest in these areas will have a
larger proportional impact on timber harvest.

At a SWPI client meeting in March of
2005, Darius Adams presented new findings
that integrated private and public resource
projections and market simulations, timber

quality projections, and inventory data.

Owing to increased risk of fire, insects, and disease as a result
of overstocking in National Forests, several restoration thinning
programs have been proposed. These proposals vary by the
volume of trees to be harvested and the total area to be treated.

Linking the Public and
Private Resource

With a special emphasis on the role
of restoration thinning in eastern Oregon,
Adams and Latta are linking resource
projections and market simulations across
ownerships— from private to public lands.
Because of increased risk of fire, insects,
and disease as a result of dense stocking
in forests, several restoration thinning
programs have been proposed. Each of these
proposals varies by the volume of trees to
be harvested and the total area to be treated.
The current research asks: What effect
would such programs have on mills and the
management of private lands, where would
the programs make an impact, and for how
long? Even based on conservative estimates
of restoration thinning, it appears that
thinning opportunities would be numerous

and dispersed, and that large volumes of
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