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Sciences 

Uear Profeseor Bernhatd : 

Thank you very much f o r  t h e  honor of t he  i n v i t a t i o n  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t n e  2ioDel Sympvsxun on "Etii ics tor Science Policy" t o  be neld i n  
Stocimolm, August 23-25, 1978. It would indeed o s  a jx iv i lege  t o  join 
i n  t h e  d i s t i ngu i shed  prograrn you a re  planning. T h e r e t o r e  I am very  
sorry t o  $ r i t e  and say t h a t  I alu unable t o  accept  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n .  
There are tvJo primary reasons t o r  this, and they a t e  r e l a t e d .  During 
tne past eeveral  years I Liave s p e n t  a g r e a t  deal of t i m e  w i t n  the 
reconbinant  HA proDlem i n  tne United S ta t e s .  Wnen I started tnese  
a c t i v i t i e s  in 1973 I d i d  not irnagine, nor did  I intend, rnat they  
would become so demanding of my time. In t a c t  my own reaearcn h a s  
sutiered a g r e a t  deal and more important ly ,  t h e  young poet-doctoral  
rel lows i n  my Lao u r a r o r y  nave misseci tne a t t e n t i o n  t n a t  t h e y  both 
expect and deserve. Tirat is one reason t h a t  I 8a t r y i n g  hard t o  
c u r t a i l  my a c t i v i t i e s  i n  this regard.  The second reason is t h a t  while 
1. nave c e r t a i n l y  learned a g r e a t  deaf. about the r e l a t i o n  of scientists 
to  t n e  rest of s o c i e t y ,  i t  has a l l  been i i t  t he  l imi t ed  contex t  of  the  
recombinant OaA debate .  I have nat given a g r e a t  deal of thought t o  
tne more genera l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  proolem. Thus I could not mite  a 
suaetantial con t r iou t ion  t o  what w i l l  c l e a r l y  be a mast acno la r ly  
discussion of these problems. 

h a n k  you ctgaiti fo r  tne i n v i t a t i o n  and please accepr my best 
wishes f o r  t n e  success  of  the  Syinposiurn. 

S incere ly  yours, 

?faxine Singer, ?n, 9. 
tiead, irucleic Acid Enzymology Sect ion 
Laboratory of Biocnemistry 


