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PART XXII.
THE LEECH INDUSTRY AND TREPANG FISHERY.

By Riceard RATHBUN.

1—THE LEECH INDUSTRY.

HISTORY AND PRESENT CONDITION OF THE LEECH TRADE OF THE UNITED
STATES.

INTRODUCTION.—Prior to 1830 there was no regular import trade of European Jeeches inio
this country, but sea-captains were aceustowed to bring them in oceasionxlly in small quantities,
on private apeculation, Leechers were, therefore, obliged to depend largely ou the native leech
for drawing blood, and during the early part of the century the American species was in consider-
able demand. Although this species { Macrobdelle decora) is quite widely distributed, the principal
source of supply appears to have been, as it is now, Eastern Pennsylvania, and especially Berks
and Bucks Counties.

COMPARATIVE MERITS AND USES OF EUROPHAN AND AMERICAN LEECHES.—As already
stated, in disenssing the natural listory of leeches, the European species is much superior to the
Ameriean for most purposes, but during the earlier periods of importation of the former, the
prices charged for it were go high that the American leech held its ground for a time. Gradu- '
ally, however, prices have fallen, antil now, although the European leech is still more expensive
than the pative, its cost is so slight comparatively that it is almost universally employed, excepting
in special cases, and in a few localitice where the American leech is preferred. No American
leeches, we believe, are now used either in or about Xew York City or Boston, but in Phitadelphia
they are still in alight demand. In fact, the latter city appears to have held to the old custom of
leeching more than any other American ¢ity of which we have information.

HisTORY OF THE AMERICAN IMPORT TRADE.—In 1839 the first regular leech importing house
of the country, that of Mr. Herman Witte, was established in New York City, and from that time
until ahout 1856 the import trade in leeches rapidly increased. The number of leeches received
from Europe by Mr. Witte in the latter year was abeat 500,000, and his sales per month amounted
at times to 50,000 leeches. At the same time the importing honse of Paturel & Co., in New
York, was receiving 300,000 a year, making the total annnal receipts during the few years of
that period 800,000. The wholessle prices then and in the few preceding years ranged from §30
to $100 per one thousand. Assaming the average price to have been $90 per thousand, the valae

- of leeches imported in 1858 and thereabouts was $72,000 sunually.

Since 1858 the nse of leeches has grediually diminished, and the import trade is now only about

one-seventh in valze what it waa then; the wholesale prices have. also fallen off to from $25 to

£3589 per thousand. a3
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EUROPEAN COUNTRIES SUPPLYING LEECHES 10 THE UNITED STATES ~—Originally the leeches
imported into this conntry came from Northern Evrrope, but since the failure of supplies in that
region and the successful cultivation of leeches in France and Hungary, they have been received
rlmost entirely from the latter countries, Paris being the center of the export trade.

SZABON AND METHODR OF TRANSPORTATION.~—Leeches are imported during most of the year,
bnt only to a slight extent in summer, as they are easily killed by an excess of heat. June, July, and
Angust are the months when the smallest quantities are received, and when the greatest mortality
occurs, reaching sometimes 26 per cent. They are imported packed in swamp earth, in air- and
water-tight wooden cases, holding 1,000 leeches each. These cases are made rather light, and
are about 21 inches long, 15 inehes wide, and 13 inches high. In shipping leeches to customers in
this country, the same cuses are used for sending large quantities, and tight wooden paila for the
smaller gqnantities, the packing of swamp earth being also employed. American lesches, on the
contrary, are kept best in water, in earthen or glass jars, in a cool place. Althongh considerable
quantities of leeches are kept constantly on hand in the importing houses, Mr. Witte is obliged
to draw on his storage-ponds on Long Island, between Winfield and Newton, for supplying large
amounts, and especially for the export trade.

EXPORT TRADE FROM THE IUNITED STATES.—The value of the American import trade in
leeches is increased by the fact that a large share, if not nearly all, of the European leechss nsed
in Sonth America, pass through the New York market, Mr. Witte claims to dispose of 100,000
leeches a year in this way; he sends to ports on both the Atlantie and Pacific sides of the South .
American continent.

EXTENT OF IMPORTATIONS, RALES, PRICES, &Cc.—The import trade in leeches, including the
quantity sent to South America, amonnts to from 300,000 to 350,000 a year. The regnlar leech
importing houses in this country are only two in number, both being located in New York
City. They sell in quantities of 25 to 1,000 and upwards, at prices ranging from %25 to $50 a
thousand, though the smalier quantities, gay from 100 downward, generally bring a higher price.
. The retail prices for single leeches varies from 18 (o 25 cents. The average wholesale price of
leeches sold by the two New York houses is about $35 per thousand, which for an annual aale of
300,600 leeches would amount to $#10,50¢. '

Tt is stated that about one-half of the leeches regularly disposed of by the dealers of Pariz
are sent to this couatry, or sold to England for her eolonial trade, but the latter trade- is not
extensive. It i@ likewise affirmed that the greater part of the leeches sold in this country are
used by emigrants from Europe, and that were it not for that large element in our population the
leech trade would become of comparatively slight importance. : :

THE TRADE [N AMERICAN LERCHES.—A Philadelphia leecher of long practice informs as that
thirty or forty years ago very many more American leeches were used in that eity than fbmlgn
ones, but as the importation of the Iatter increased and the prices declined, they gradually took
the place of the natives. The market price of the American leaches in New York at that time
-was abont $10 per thousand. Now, perhaps, scarcely more than 1,000 are aetually nzed & Jram',-_ '
though more than that quantity ares bronght to the city and sold. About ten yesrs ago the' '
practice of leeching declined greatly in Phﬂa.delpiua, and about that period fewer leeches. wem
used than in any previous year for a long time. Since then some phiysiciang have bgnin smly
advocated the nse of leeches, and the practice i3 once more increasing.- ‘Bhiladelphia ix s pplied-
with native leeches by a single peraon, who ¢ollects them in Bucks and Berks Gounﬁas, Bmmyl )
vania, and about Trenton, N. J. * The value of the native leeches ased i Philads anogally
is very small,
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The comparative merits of the Earopean and American leeches have been discussed in connec-
tion with their natural history.

Table showing the evtent and value of ihe import and sxport trade in leeches of New Fork City, for 1880 (estimated).”

Table showing the value of foreign leeches imporied into the United Staves from July 1, 1671, to July 1, 1880, according to ibe
ciztom-fiouss records, t ’
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Table showing the value of foreign lseches exported from the United States to other countrios, from July 1, 1877, to July 1
1870, according to the custom-kmese records,
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2.—THE TREPANG FISHERY.

THE TREPANG FISHERY AT KEY WEST.

THE TREPANG A¥ AN ABTICLE OF FOOD.—The preparation for market of this soft echine-
dorm, variously designated as holotharian, sea-cncumber, sea-glug, beche de mer, and tfrepang,
waé,ss the following account will show, once attempted on the Florida coast; but either from
want of financial success or for other reasons, it was soon abandoned. The trepang is commonly
-used a8 food in China, which country derives the most of its sapplies from the waters about
some of the South Pacific islande, where one or more suitable species abound, and are prepared
for the Uhinese markef in large quantities. 1t is questiongble whether Americans could ever be
- induced to regard the trepang with favor as an article of food, although Dr. William Stimpzon

. states that a New Engtand species, Pentaota ﬁ*o»dom when made inte a soup, is very palatable.

' .It was, how‘ever, for the purpose of supplying the Chinese trade that the Florida industry was

" *The figures wre tumhlmd by Mx. Herman Wittn, of New York. The guantity exported is inclnded in the
q‘nntttr fmported, as only forelgn leechos are exported fom this-country.
. T Amonnts given in the cobamn of “LR other pnrts,” belong undoubiedly to' New York, and there is svidently
Ry ecror. in the aftimerstion for 1674, :
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established, and its failure would indicate the impossibility of competing with a souree of supply
50 much nearer home, aud in a region where labor is much cheaper than in this country. It is,
nevertheless, interesling to know that such a food product exists upon the coast of the United
Btates in sufficient quantities to permit of its Duing utilized, should a demand for it arise.

TREPANG FISHERY AT KEY WEsT.—Mr. Silas Stearns, of Pensacola, Fla., writes as follows,
regarding the attempted fishery at Koy West:

In 1871 an Englishman eams to Key West, Fla., for the purpose of gathering and preparing
trepang for the Chinese market. He erected a shed, under which were built fire-places, with large
kettles and other arrangements, and also frames for drying. He arranged with the fishermen,
and fishermen’s boys particularly, to bring him all the sea-slugs they could obtain, for which he
was to pay a certain price apiece. As the slugs were very abundant on the shoals about Key
West, and the prices paid for them were liberal, no trouble was experienced in obtaining large
supplies.”

The method of preparativn was explained to My, Btearns as follows: “The sea-slugs, still
alive and fresh, were thrown into the kettles and boiled a certain length of time, but as to the
composition of the ligunid in which they were cooked, my informant could not tell me. Then they
were taken out, the outer rough skin rubbed off, and the body split with a knife, after which the
intestines were removed and the body spread on canvas in the san to dry. The next operation
after drying, aud the final oue, was to swoke them; this way done in a smoke-house of the ordi-
nary kind, in which they were suspended on sluts. After the final process tle trepang wers
packed in bales, covered with sacking, and shipped to New York, where they were probably
reshipped to China, For two seasons (winters) this industry was kept op, and apparently with
mmch sueceess; but at the closa of the second season the houses and apparatns were sold, and the
vperator fett Key West,  Binee then nothing further has been attempted in the fmpa,ng indostry
there.”





