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1—THE TURTLE FISHERY.
1. TURTLE WISHERIES OF NORTO CAROLINA.

The most northern points at which any considerable turtle fishery is prosecuted are DBeaufort,
and Morehead City, N, C, .

A small number of loggerhead, hawks-bill, and green turtler enter Cove and Bogiie Sonnds
and other shallow inlets in this vicinity during the summer months, in search of food. The green
turtles arrive sbout the first of April and disappear early in November. The loggerheads and
bawks-bills are of medinm size, the average weight of the former being about 50 pounds; the green
turtles dre small, and weigh about 8 pounds each,

The capture of loggerheads in this vicinity was formerly effected by means of spears or
“ganges,” The turtles were struck by the fishermen with these implements while swimming in
the water, They were frequently very badly wounded, however, and often injured to sueh a
degree that they were unfit for shipment or sale. To aveid this difficulty Mr. Joshna Lewis, of
Morehead City, conceived the idea of diving wpon tbe turtles while in the water, and seearing
them with his hands, When starting out in search of them he ties the painter of his boat to his
leg; then rowing 'é.long leigurely until one is seen, he approaches it and dives upon it from the
boat. Seizing the aaterior edge of the carapace with one hand, and the posterior edge with the
other, be turns the head of the turtle npward, when the animal' immediately rises to the surface,
bringing the fisherman with it, If the water is detp he steers the tortle toward a shoaler spot,
keeping hold of it with one hand; and with the other pulling the boat after him.  When 1 suitable
Spot is reached he seizes the animal and throws it into the boat. Useally there is no diflienlty in
bringing turtles to the surface and directing them toward shallow water, but occasionally a very
large one is encountered, which is strong and snmanageable. In such ease the fisherman is forced
t let go his hold and return to the surface, allowing the turtle fo escape.

The_method-_of eapturing tortles by diving is employed at present by many of the fishermen
iy this locility, and . the greater proporiion of those taken are captured in this way. Good
3Wlmmem do not hemtate to dwe for & tartle when seen, however great may be the depth of the
Water, -

The small. humber of hawka. hil’l turtles taken are captured by the same method as that
tmployed for- iog@erheads, and usually no distinction is made between the two kinds. The green
tortles are canght in-drag-nets and seines.

The: lﬂggarhmd tartles find a mady sale at limited priees in the interior cities of North Caro-
485



496 HISTORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERIES.

ling, and a small shipping business has been established. The fishermen receive abotit 50 cents
apiece for the turtles, which induces them to cateh all that come in their way, but does not war-
rant their engaging very extensively in the fishery, The average annuul eateh of loggerheads in
tliis vivinity does not exceed two hundred. ¥

The green turtles ar¢ usually caten by the fishermen, who consider them a delicacy, but ocea-
sionally they are sold to deaslers for about 15 cents apiece. The cateh at this point, if sold at local

prices, would have a4 value of not more than $50.

2, TORTLE FISHERIES OF S0UTH CAROLINA,

At Charleston, 8. C., a few small green turtles are taken at irregular intersals. In weight
they vary ordinarily from 5 to 15 pomnds, the largest specimens weighing not more than 25 pounds.
They are usually canght by aceident iu the drag-seines or cast-nets used for the capture of shrimp.
TIrobably not mere than one hundred and fifty are taken annually, in the season, which extends
from June to the middle of Septemwber, -

The fishermen sell the turtles to the markettnen for their city trade, aud receive from 50 cents

to $1 aptece for them.
3. TURTLE FISHERIES OT FLORIDA.

SAINT AUGUSTINE.—Green turtles make their appearanee in the waters of SBaint Aupungtine
in May and remain antil October, buf they are most plenty in July, August, and September. They
are smaller thau those taken farther sontl, vsually having an average weigﬁ:t of 20 or 25 pounds,
althouzgh many are much smaller,

The gitl-nets used for their capture are about 200 feet Jong and 12 feet deep; the mesh i8
abont 11 iuches. They are made of twine, of @ size a trifle Smaller than that of ordinary clialk-line.
They are seldop Donght, but are made by the fishermen in their leisure honrs, and are valued by
tlieny at from $25 to 840,  About tweuty in all are owned in Saint Augustine, Indian River, Moua.
quito Intet, and Fernandina. | These nets are set in the harbor, and are watched by the men from
the shore. Wheu a turtle is captured they paddle out and seeure it.

In 1879 about three handred and fifty turtles were caught, weighing in the aggregate 8,000
pounds; in 3878 seven hnundred were taken, weighing 16,000 pounds. They are usually sold ab
once, avd the price received is generally below 75 cents, often as low as 15 cents apiece. Al
present 1 few are saved for the hotel trade in the winter, and these bring 10 cents per pound. In
1879 thirty were reserved for that purpose, and it is probable that a larger number will be dis-
posed of in this way in the future. They are kept without difficulty in “erawls,” being fed oD
fish and “tunrtle grass.” _

No turtles are shipped from Baint Aagustine,

HALIFAX RIvER,—The next locality south of Saint Augastine at which turtle fishing is carried
on is Halifax River. A number of green turtles come into this Ingoon every year, and are captured
by some seven fishermen from the little hamlets in the vicinity. They are somewhat larger than
those canght farther north, their average weight being about 35 pounds, The fishery lasts for
two months, during which time about two hundred turtles are taken. They are sent to Jack-
sonville, and from thenee ghipped to New York., The fishermen receiveabont 11 cents a pound
for the turtles, and therefore the value of the annual catch is abont %776,

INDIAN RIVER.—A short distance south of Halifax Rier is Indian River, cue of the most
noted places for the capture of green turtles on our coast. More turtles are teken in this jnleb
thau in any other locality in the State of Florida, They remaiu here during the greater part of



THE TURTLE FISHERY. 497

the year, but it is only dnring the winter months, when the saw-fish and large sharks are absent,
that the fishermen will risk their nets in eaptoring them. eLarger green turtles are taken at this
point than at any other on the cast coast of Florida. Tbe average weight is 50 or 60 pounds, and
specimens weighing 200 pounds have been frequently taken. The largest specimen taken here of
which reliable information has been obtained weighed 275 pounds.

Fishing begins late in September or early in Ociober, and continnes to the last of December,
1t 1s said that the best catch is made daring the coldest weather. The turtles are taken in nets
similar to gillnets. The size of mesh employed is about 11 inches. 'The nets are set direetly
across the ehannpel, and extend from the surfice to the bottom. A turtle, while swimming ahont
in the water, comes in contaet with them and thrusts ifs head through oue of the meshes. Not
noticing the obstruction it attempts to continue its course, and in a short time one flipper and then
the other is entangled, and the amimal is unable to extricate himself, If the fisherman is near his
net he knows by the movement of the corks that the turtle is caught, and hastens to row up and
secure it. Taking it to the shore he confines it in a “ erawl,” or pen, until a favorable opportunity
is afforded to ship it to market.

The fishery haa been carried on at Indian River for many years. Previons te 1860 the catch
was bartered to merchant, trading, and (tovernment vessels for such goods as they chanced to
have on board. The turtles were then carried by these vessels to northern cities and sold in the
markets., Lately, however, many of the fishermen have sought direct communication with the
northern markets, principally with New York, throngh agents residing in Jacksonville. By these
arrungements, after all expenses have been paid, they receive 10 or 11 cents per pound for the
turtles shipped. A part of the catch, however, is sold to the fishing schooner at the inlet, and is
taken by her to Savannah to be sent farther north,

The snccess of the fishery in the winter of 1877-'758 was the greatest for many years. During
that season eight fisbermen canght abont sixteen hundred turtles. In the winter of 1879-80 sixz-
teen men prosecuted the fishery, and the catch was about fourteen hundred turtles.

Key WEsT.—At Key West, Fla., turtle fishing is carried on throughout the year, bat reaches
its height dnring the summer montks. Turtles are more abundant here than at any other locality
on the coast, except in the sheal water near Homosassas River, where these congregate in great
nembers, The fishermen say that they have seen large schools of both green and loggerhead
turtles in the sea between the Keys and Cape Romano, swimming pear the surface, and a)parently
bound northward.

The turtles are caught at Key West in nets from 50 to 100 fathoms long and from 16 to 24
feet deep, baving meshes each a foot square. The fishermen eet their nets across the little chan-
nels and ip the hohr,” among the keys and reefs near Key West. The turtles are kept in small
“crawls” until needed for shipment.

There is only one firm at Key West which deals in turtles, and all shipments are made to New
York. Several small vesgels, which at certain seasons of the year are engaged in sponge fishing,
barticipate jn the tartle fishery to a limited extent, and the market fishing-boats also bring in some
{rom time to time. The specimens whick weigh from 40 to 100 pounds are shipped away, but the
txtremely large ones are sold to marketmen, who retail the flesh in Key West. It is estimated
that an average numbes of fifty turtles, weighing 40 pounds apiece, are brought to Key West overy
week during the year. '

CEDAR KEvs.—The green-turtle fishery at Cedar Keys is of recent origin, having grown up
within the past eight or ten years. It is prosecuted daring the summer months, usually from May
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to Qctober, The length of the season varies considerably, however, in different years, for the
fishermen continge the business only as long as they may do so profitably.

The fishing-grounds extend 20 or 30 miles northward from Cedar Koys, and southward along
the whole coast. The best grounds, however, are located wherg the bottom is covered with marine
plants, on which the tartles feed. :

The boats employed for setting the nets are similar to those used in gill-netting and seining.
Tt is necessary sometimes to go 20, 30, or even 50 miles sputhward in order to find turtles in abun-
dance, and as the ordlinary small open boats would be unguitable for trips of such langth, larger sail-
boats are hired, which have room for geveral men and their nets and other apparatus. The crew
numbers three or four men, and the tripeusaally lasts eight or ten days. The nets are made of the
largest and strongest cotton twipe, and have a length of from 75 to 100 fathoms, and & depth of
from 10 to 16 feet; the meshes are 2 feet long.

On arriving on the grounds the boat or vessel is kept beating back and forth until signs of tar-
tles are noticed and several ars seen to ‘“blow?” in one place, when the craft is anchored near by.
A wman in & small boat then makes a thorough investigation of the depth of the water in the vicinity.
in order to find the deeper spots to which the turtles retire at low tide, and in which they usually
prefer to feed. When the deep places have been discovered, the nets are set out near them and in a
strajght Iine parallel with the course of the tide. The turtles come to the aurface every few minutes
to breathe, and while rising and sinking near the net are very apt to becore entangled init.  Only
one flipper may be caught at firet, but when the animal turns the other is entrapped and, shortly,
the whole body is securely wrapped in the cords. After a little time it must come to the surface for
air, when it is seon by the fishermen struggling to make its escape and is at once removed from
the net. )

This is said to be the dullest of all fishing, and unending patience and considerable skill are
required to make it successfl. Fishing is considered very good if one turtle is taken every hour
during & half day, and commouly only one or two are canght during the whole day. The Iarge
boata frequently bring in, as the result of one cruise, a sufficient namber of turtles to make ap an
aggregate weight of from 8,000 to 5,000 pounds, while for the small boats the aggregate weight of
one day’s eatch may be from b0 to 800 pounds. Green turtles weighing 600 or 800 pounds are
sowetimes caught on the grounds in this vicinity, and, rarely, individuals weighing 1,000 pounds.
The largest specimen which has been brought to Cedar Keys weighed 1,200 poundes.

For keeping the turtles alive after they are caught a pen, or “crawl,” ag it is termed, is con-
structed. It is an inclosure about 50 feet long and 25 feet wide, surrounded by piles driven closely
togather, and covered above with boards, A sort of crane or derrick for hoisting large turtles in
and out is arranged close by it. It is usually constracted near the shore, in a powition whers the
water i8 b or 6 feet deep.

4, TURTLE-CANNING IN TEXAR.

TURTLE-CANNING.—At Rockport, on the coast of Texas, there is a firm engaged in canning
green turtles and fish, It employs ten men with boats, who are engaged s part of the time in the
captare of turtles, and in addition twenty persons who atbend to the operations of caaning. The
company has been in existence only about ore year. Dauring the first six montha of active work
about 8,500 pounds of turtle meat were canued. A Z-pound ocan of this preparation sells a
wholesale for 22 eents, and hence the value of the quantity canned in the first half-year wab about
8950. The work continues throughout the entire year, and the velue 01’ the qnantity of tartle
meat, prepared st this point annuslly will not be less than $1,900.
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5. TURTLE FISHERIES ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

On our Pacifie coast very few turtles are taken. Tive or six hundred are brought anunually
from Mexico on steamners, and occasionally on schooners.  In 1879 a schooner bronght one handred
and ninety turtles to San Frapeisco, retailed a number of them, and sold the remainder to a firm
of fish dealers for 874 cents apiece. The nsual pri'ce received, however, is about $4 each. The
turtles weigh from 150 to 200 pounds.

6. STATISTICS OF PRODUCTION.

Production of salt and freah wcater dwrtles in 1880,

- i‘Number.i I'qunds. Valre.
e e, - _._\_ e -
Delaware ..... 15,300 ..ol
North Carolingd —.oovvuvaninricnninn .- ‘ .......... ‘ 86, 000 [aen.ao...
Bouth Carolitm. «c. ... o ER000 [l
* East Flovida. oo ial ol R, 250 2, 500
Weat Flortda . .....___ s .. Y ysn, 500 7,200
Tnxaa-.--} A4, 000 1, 820

L \\ 03, 550 ‘

2. THE TERRAPIN FISHERY.
1. THE TERRAPIN FISHERIES OF NORTH UAROLINA.

HOANORE 1SLAND.The waters of Pamlico and Roanoke Sounds abound in terrapins, and the
silt marshes on the south mide of Roanoke Islands and on the western shore of Pamlico Sound are
favorite breeding grounds for them, A few alse are found aloug the ridge on the eastern side,
which shuts out the ocean, but they are sufficiently abundant there to induce anyone to make a
basiness of gathering tlem. The terrapins found in this locality are of medium size.

Prior to 1845 no terrapins were shipped from this district, and the eomparatively small non-
ber required by the inhabitants fer their own consumption were gathered in summer by hand. In
1845, however, Mr. Williain Midgett, of Roanoke Island, invented a * terrapin drag,” which be
used in obtaining a supply for himself during the winter, when the animals lie dormant, buried in
the mud. The dredge in use at present resembles the ordinary oyster dredge. The upper and
lower bars are 3 or 4 feet in length and are separated st the ends by two hoops about 14 mches in
diameter. 'The lower bar ig mwade of iron and is furnished with teeth 3inches long, and the distanee
between two teeth js 2 inchies. The npper bar is made of wood, The bag is 4 feet in length. The
unly difference between the original dredge and the one now used is in the lower bar, which in the
former was not furnished with teeth.

The “terrapin drag” is used chiefly in winter when the {errapins are dormant in the mud, and
those who make an extensive business of dredging usually employ small vessels or large capoces.
They sail along the channels and mud-flats, carrying one dredge ont over each side and one over
thestern, The piteh of the dredge is regulated by changing the position at whick the lines are
fastened to two rings. After dragging for a few moments the dredge is taken up. The bunt of
t_he net is made with large meshes, and the mud and other débris readily passes through it.
hrﬁdg'ﬂlg is dargely snccessfol only when the water is sufficiently cold to chill the terraping, ond
Make them torpid; at other times they are apt to escape.

Ancther form of apparatus used in the terrapin fishery in this region is the trap. It consists

-
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of four or five hoops, abont 3 feet in diameter, placed near each cther, 0 as to make the total Iength
of the trap about 4 feet. The boops are covered with net. At each end thereis a funnel, arranged
after the manner of a lobster-pot.  Bait in the form of fish is snspended near the center.

The trap is used in the summer months, when the terrapias are moving about in the water.
It is set in the places most frequented by the terrapins. A poteisdriven firiely into the mund, and
the trap is fastened to it in such & manner that a part of it remains about the surface of the water.
The object of this mode of setting is to allow the terrapins which enter the trap to breathe the air,
withont which they would drown in a short time. There is an opening on one side of the trap,
through which the terrapins are taken out and the trap baited.

The hunting of terrapins with dogs seems to be confined to this locality. This method is car-
ried on most extepsively darmg the spawning season, when the terraping come out of the water to
deposit their eggs, and many nests are broken up. It is, therefore, the most objectionable of all
modes now in use. The modus operandé is to set the dog to follow along the water-line until Le
comes to the track of a terrapin which has come ont of the water. Tie takes the trail at onee and
follows it to the nest in the grass or bushes. When the terrapin is discovered the dog bbgius to
bark, giving the signal to Lis owner, who, coming, picks it up and starts the dog on anofher trail,

A namber of terrapins also are sent to market from two “ pounds,” as they are called, in which
the eateh is confined until there is a good demand. There are two such pounds in this region, one at
Roanoke Island, vuilt in 1875, and one at Sladesville, built in 1877. In 1875 and 1876 there were
others at Wew Berne, but they are now discontinued.

There seems to have been no aale of terrapins in this region prior to 1849, when Capt. John B,
Etheridge, at that time keeper of Body’s Island light, caught 2,150 in Febroary by dredging about
the southern part of Roanoke Island, He took the eatch to Norfolk and sold it for $400. TEeturn-
ing immediately ho captured 1,900 more terraping, and sold them in Baitimore for $350. The news
of his anceess spread rapidly, and many men went inte the business and prosecuted it with sach
vigor that the terrapins were shortly almost exterminated. Tmprovements were made in the
original dredge, oyster tongs were brought into use, and dogs were employed. '

The principal market supply is sent from the pounds, but some other dealers al:o send some
doring the winter months. On account of the general distribution of the terrapin over the whole
section many are picked up by farmers and others, and while the majority of these are eaten, a
small proportion are shipped to market. The prineipal local markets are Roanoke Istand, Slades-
ville, Washington, and New Berne. .

In the markets the terrapin are divided into three grades, according to size, namely: “ counts,”
“ heifers,” and “bulis.” ¢ Counts” are those whose nnder shell measures over § inches in length;
“heifers ” have the under shell between 5 and 6 inches long, and all whose nnder shell is less than
5 inches in length are “bulls.” The namber taken at present is about one-third less than in former
years. In 1879 the cateh, including those eaten by the fishermen, was aboat 4,000 counis, 4,000
beifers, and 9,000 bulls, or about 17,000 terrapins in all. Of these about 3,000 were sent to New
York, 5,000 to Philadelphis, and 2,000 to Baltimore.

The capital invested in dredges and traps is about $1,500.

TERRAPIN CULTURE.—At Roanoke Island there is alarge “pound,” in which terrapins are to
be raised for market. The inclosure containg about 4 acres, of which three-fourths are covered
with water. The bottom in this part is soft and muddy and covered with grass, The remaining
acre is sand. The pound is arranged so that the tide ebbs and flows, passing in and out through
a brick aluice-way, which is protected at the month by a wire screen. The tide risea _and falls
aboat 1 foot. - ’
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1u this pouwd from 3,000 to 6,000 terrapins are kept., They are fed twice a week with 6 or 8
Uushels of crabs and fsh. The young are raised from the egg and kept until of marketable
gize. Abont the first of June the females come out of the water and deposit their eggs in the sand,
each laying from eight to twenty, Itis found necessary to protect the epgs from crows, blackbirds,
and gulls, by spreading a net over the ground above them, otherwise they wonld be scratched out
and destroyed. The young hatch out about the 1st of September, but often remain buried in the
sand until the following spring. When first hatched they have & diameter of about half an inch.
They seem to fear the water, and will not go inte it willingly until several weeks old. TlLe owner
of the pound sometimes packs the young in lDoxes filled with straw, and keeps them in a barn
during the first winter of their existence, toroing them leose again in spring, Careful experiments
seem to show that these terrapinsTgrow about 1 inch each year, “'counts,” therefore, being at least
8ix years old.

The method of keepiug terrapins in pounds has been strongly objected to by certain persons,
who claim that it tends to decrease rather than increase their abundance. Fishing is encouraged
at 2 time when the terrapins are breeding, and the nests are badly broken up. Furthermore, the
peund-owners will buy the young at smull prices, and thus cause the destruction of immense num-
bers of them when their value is leas then a twentieth of that of the full-grown terrapin. Again,
the pound-men reap an uafair proportion of the profits of the business, because, baving facilities for
keeping the terrapin, they can buy tliem in summer, when there is no market and the price is
almost nominal,

The pound-owners, on the other hand, claim that they are really increasing the abundance of
the spacies, since they protect the eggs aud young from birds and other destruetive animals.
Some urge aiso that in buying terrapins in summer, when other branches of the fisheries decline,
they are directly benefiting the fishermen, who otherwise would be unable to support their families.

LBraUFORT AND MOREHEAD CITY.—AnR extensive trade in terrapins has recently sprung ap.
Most of the methods of capture employed are similar to those already described. The terrapins
are caught in winter in dredges, introduced many years ago from Boanoke Island; they are tracked
to their nests in breeding seasou, or they are searched for in slallow water, and secured in dip-
pets. A method peculiar to this loeality is that of burning the grass in the swamps in winter.
The terrapins which have hid themselves for the winter, feeling the warmth, are deluded inte the
notion that spring has arri\'e)d, and come out in considerable number, when they are immediztely
Cgptared by the fishermen. Several pounds, also, have been constructed. The summer fishing
begins about the 1st of May, and is prosecuted by ehildren #nd » few men.

The average unnual shipment of terraping from this locality is about 10,000, of which number
one-third are sent to New York, one-third to Philadelphia, one-sixth to Baltimore, and the rest to
Norfolk, Richmond, and the interior towns generally. About two-thirds of the entire number are
bulls, and the remainder is equally divided between eounts and heifers. About 2,000 terrapins are
taten by the people of the locality. The price received by the fishermen in wiater for counts
3 .310 per dozen. In summer the price for connts is about 40 cents apieee; for heifers, 10 cents
Aplece; for bulls, 15 to 40 cents per dogen. The valae of the products of the fishery at this local-
1ty, therefore, is about £3,500.

Prior to the war there was no shipment of terrapins from this point, and the local demand also
Va8 very small. Most of the terrapins canght were eatén by the fishermen.

. WILMmGTON.~The terrapins in the sounds about Wilmington, N. C., are said to be compara-
tively small, not one in twenty measnring 6 inches in length. There has never been any extensive
mﬁ in shig locality, althongh many terrapins- are eaten here. The first shipments were made ip
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1875 by the captain of one of the New York steamers, and were continned for several seasons. He
bought the terrapins, both large and small alike, at #4 par dozen. They were carried to New
York. The nest shipments were made in 1878 by Mr. G. C, Morse, of Wrightgville Sound. In
1879 about 500 dozen, valued at $2,000, were captured, and a part shipped, and the remsinder
oeaten by the fishermen. None of the Wilmington dealers have entered into the business very
heartily. A law recently passed forbids the captare of terraliins in Bronawick County between
April end Beptember.

2. TERRAPIN FISHERIES SBOUTH OF CAPE FEAR.

The terrapin fisheries on the Atlantic coast sonth of Cape Fear are not very extensive at
prosent. Tempiﬁs are found in considerable numbers in any of the creeks, bays, and gonnds, as
far south as Fernandina, but they are especially abundant in the mclmt.y of Saint Helena Sound
and Bull's Bay, and in Saint Andrew’s Sound.

Terraping are captnred throughout this region by means of boats and seines. Vessels are
employed of* sufficient size to gé from one harbor to another, and even to run the risk of being
eaught out in stormy weather. Fach boat carries a seine and » bateau for ascending the shoal-
water creeks, where the seines are set and hanled. The seines are nsually from 60 to 90 fathoms
long and 18 to 20 feet deep, the mesh varying from 4 fo 5 inches.

The terrapins generslly remain in deep' holes in the creeks, and the fishermen on enfering
them commonly rap on the bettom or side of their boats with an oar or stick, in order to discover
their presence. It is said that mwpon hearing the noise the terrapins immediately come to the
surface to discover ite eanse. If no barrapins come to the surface after a noise has been made the
fishermen seldom get out their seine.  In setting the seine a pole, to which one end of the pet has
been fastened, is driven firmly into the mnd. The seine is then sef out in circular form from a
boat, and when the two ends have been brewght together it is rapidly brought into the boat, the
terraping gradually passing into the bunt. During the hauling of the seine the fishermen com-
monly rap frequently on the boat, in order to draw the terrapins from the bottom. Thia method
is known 83 “baeking. 7 Bince the decrease of the fisherien it has been largely superseded by
another method, known as “torching,” which is practiced principally by negroes, Having pro-
vided themselves with torches they visit the sandy shores at night and catch the terrapins as
they come npon the beach to spawn. ’

Fishing sometimes continues from the time of the first eppearance of the térrapins, in April, -
until the middle of October, when thay bury themselves in the mad. At present, however, it is
frequently discontivued by the net fishermen during the breeding season. OeoamonaUS' the
winter beds are discovered, and entire colonies captured by “bucking” on them. '

The price now paid by dealers varies from 10 to 25 cents spiece, according to the peagon and
the locality, but at times it is difieolt to find & market for them at any price. :

The statistica of men and apparatus for this region are as follows:

i Hm.llrm sm..

Charleaton.. perrretasuanmruaadans 10 . & Co
Bavannab.. [, 16 L } 8

‘A.I.Intharlmnﬂﬁen L I B

deas the three boats given hem, others are employed 8 part of thé. titne. Tha mren eﬁﬂ“"“
be considared as sngaged exclnsively ip this ﬁsbery ‘The' total vnhm af t:he nets-is 35@;.“‘1 of
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Provious to the late war many men wers employed and considerable capital involved in this fish-
ory. Several thousand dozen terraping were shipped annuslly to the northern markets, and the fisher-
men received an aversge price of 86 per dozen for them. In 1860 the fishery appears to have been
at its height, both in peint of men engaged and number of terraping taken. During the war it was
entirely discontinued, but in 1865 and 1866 it revived again and was carried on with considerable
enterprise, A few small vessels were sent from the North to engage in it, and several men, both
at Charleston and Bavannah, fitted ont & number of small craft for the purpose. A number of fish-
ermen, toe, in the different localities owned boats, and shipped their eateb either directly or throagh
dealers.

In 1866 Capt. T. E. Fisher, of SBavannah, with two hoats and six men, seeured 655 dozeu, and
in the same year Capt. David Kgmp canght 870 dozen, and several others did equally well. In
addition to the cateh of the boat fishermen, many were picked vp along the shore during the
breeding season, so that the tofal namber taken during the year must have reached 5,000 or 6,000
dozen.

3. STATISTICS OF THE FISHERY.
The number, weight, and value of terrapin taken in 1880 {n the Lilantic States.

i' Number. | Ponnds. Value.

FHow ¥ork crvciviramiirinans 800 1, 800 B0
Hew JOrWeF . oensmeammecisaman 8,000 2, 000 1, 560
Drlawars .- oo vneeviinicaeiaas 19, 256 an, 708 5, 118
Marytand .ooeeo e veara .- 20, 000 4, 009
L U A 165, 800 18, 550
North Carollng ...oovcenemenuns [, 123, 0oQ 19, B50
Bouth Caroling ...oovuenore coudiocerevevans 29, 400 1,950
Fe o R PR, 18, 500 1, 850
East Hlorida, ..... S (RS 3, 000 2600

Totel ........... NSO N, 406,808 4, 118






