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1.—THE BLACKFISH FISHERY.

HISTORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERY.

THE FIsazEY IN NBEW ENGLAND.—Enormons schools of blackfish {(@lohiveephalus melas) oceur
everywhere in the Northwestern Atlantie, and indeed, if identical, as is supposed by many, with
the European species, throughout the North Atlantic. They often strand on the savdy beaches
of Cape Cod, sud when a school of them approaches the shore they may be driven in upon the
beach with the greatest ease. In the year 1874 it is estimated that three thousand blackfish
were stranded on the sandy shores of Cape Cod, and smaller zchools have frequently been driven
ashore at that cape and other places in New England, so that the entire number secured durin gthe
Pagt twenty years will reach several thousand. As there is very little expense counected with
their capture, the proceeds obtained from their sale is almost clear gain to the captors. Another
species of blackfish (@, Seammonii) abounds in the Paeifie, but is not a speeial object of pursuit.

The excitement which is created in the fishing towns of Cape Ood when a school of blackiish
appears off the shore ig illnstrated Ly a story told by a correspondent of the Worcester Spy:
" There are many amusing stories told about the appearance of blackfish. On one occasion when
8ervices were being held in the village church here, the minister being engaged in his sermon,
80me one in the street cried out, ‘ Blackfish!® Many in the congregation bheard it, and a rush
made for the door, when the minister cried out, ¢ Stop!’ SBome turned about, expecting to be
Teproved, but the minister in his excitement only said, ‘Now all take a fair start, and joined the
rowd himself; and when pursuing the fish shomted out, ¢ Hallelujah! hallelujah!” He got bis
share, which amounted to #25. At another time cne man who had failed to put # an appearance
until the fish were driven in olaimed his share, as he had not beard the alarm as soon as the others.
A. town meeting had to bo called to settle the matter, and though it was a unanimous vote that
his share wag forfeited, yet he pleadod his cuse so eloguently that ¢ balf a share’ was voted him,”

Oapt. N. B: Atiwood, of Provincetown, says that when he was a boy he used to besr his grand-
father talk abont blackfish Tunning ashore. . His fether, born in 1784, knew nothing about them,

but When fie; bors in 1817, came to be a ‘man grown, they began to come back into the bay.
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Thig was doubtless in 1829 when, we are fold, a school, abont forty jin number, was taken at Prov-
ineetown, being the first for many vears, Sometimes there bave been three or four years when
they have not appeared, then for twelve or thirteen years they are abundant.

* In August, 18757 suys Mr. G. Brown Goode, ¢ news was Teceived at the headgquarters of the
U. 8. Fish Commission at Wood’s Holl that a sehool of blackiish had been driven ashore at Dennis,
A party was dispatched by the first train, with instructions to bring home some of the largest, to
be molded in plaster of paris for the fishery collection then in preparation for the International
Exhibition in Philadelphia, in 1876, They reached Yarmouth Station, and took wagens across
the cape to Dennis, where an assemblage of great carcasses was found on the shore, while their
owners, to the number of forty or fifty men and boys, comprising all who had been in the Doats
which drove them ashore, were standing about on the beach or sheltered in the lee of a row of
fish-houses, the day being damp and drizzly. The blackfish varied in length from 6 to 20 feet,
manty of them being cows with sucking calves. A gash in the breast of one of the cows allowed
a gtream of rich, white milk, 2 or 3 gallons at least, to gush cut. Obe of the pregnant famales,
not exceeding 12 feet in length, was dissected, and specimeng of young blackfish of various sizes
obtained from it, the largest at least 6 feet long. These unborn calves were bluish instead of
black in color ob the back, and grayish-white beneath, In every instance they were marked by a
epiral line of lighter color, which wound abont tire body five or six times, and which were supposed
to have been caused by the pressure of the placental envelope. The old males were the largest,
snd could be distinguished by the prominent hump between and over the eyes. The school pam-
bered one hundred and nineteen, and were sold that evening to Provincefown oil-makers at the rate
of $11 each. The ¥ish Commission party had previously bought three, for which they paid $14
each, making in all 1,318, or perhaps 825 or $30 to each captor. All business negotiations were
conducted by a committes of seven men, selected from the oldest and mogt reliable of the company.
In the settlement 2 boy draws balf a share, a man or a boal a foll share. The blackfish are nsually
pold at auction, and if there are several buyers they usnally bid off the bodies by deputy and then
have a second anction, at which only those bid who wish to try ont the blubber. We could nat
handle the largest and were obliged to be content with some about 14 feet long, which we had
transported on wood-wagens to Yarmonth, and conveyed to Wood’s Holl by special train, getting
in after midnight. Dissecting and mhdeling were vigorously pursned for the next week, aud
many trophies of this day’s work decorate the walls of the U, 8. National Museum”

The following account of the manner in which blackfish are driven sshore and killed is frow
the per of & veteran fisherman of Provineetown:

“They make their appearance about the shores of Cape Cod and Barnstable Bay from early in
the anmmer till early in the winter, and when it becomes known that a schoo] of blackfish isin the
bay the boats are manned and proceed at once to get in their rear, and as the fish are on the sur-
face of the water the most of the time, it is eagy to tell how to manage to keep them between the
boats and the shore. And while in this position the men in the boats will make sll the neise with
their oars they can, and that will cause them to go in the opposite direction from the bosts and
toward the shote ; and when the fish find that they are in shoal water, by seeing the'sandy bottom,
they become nlarmed and go with all their might till they run fast agronnd on the sand. The
boats then row in their midst, the men, with lance in hand, jump out their boats iti the water and
butcher them as a butcher would a hog, and it becomes one of the most exciting occasions that it
ia pessible to imagine, for the water flies in every direction and the blood flows freely until death

puts an end to the great tragedy.
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“ When the water ebbs and leaves them dry upon the beach, then their blobber is taken off,
eut in slices and the oil fried out, about 30 gallons of oil, apon an average, heing obtained from
each fish, besides about 6 quarts of extra oil from the melon. The melons are taken from the top
of the head, reaching from the spout-hole to the end of the nosc and from the top of the head down
to the zpper jaw, and when taken off in one piece they represent a half water-melon, weighing
about 25 pounds, and when the knife is put into the center of this melon the oil runs more freely
thran the water does from & very nice water-melon ; hence the name melon oil.”

As may be inferred from what has already Leen written, blackfish o1l is of cousiderable value,
and a school of these cetaceans is no small windfull to one of the cape villages. The oil is rated as
common whale oil, and for a few years bas sold at from 30 to 50 cents a gallon, Cape Cod has rwo
nil factories, established chiefly for the purpese of trying out blackfish blubber,

The head oil or melon oil, as also oil from the jaws, is refined in small quantities for the use
of wateh a#nd instroment makers, and is sold under the name of porpoize-jaw oil. A history of its
manufacture is given below in the discussion of the Porpoise fishery.

CAPTURE BY WHALERS.—Blackiich are not usually an object of pursuit by whalemen, but
when the larger prey is scarce their time iz sometimes occapied in taking these animals,

In addition to the shore fishery for blackfislh, Provincetown for many years sent three or four
vessels of its whaling fleet to the east of the Grand Banks of Newfoundland in search of blacktish.
They were equipped like the sperm whalers and employed the same methods of oil manufactare.
It was by one of these vessels, the Edwin and Rienzi, that the Hatteras sperin-whale cruising
ground was discovered in 1837, Captain Benry Clay, of New Bedford, tells me that the blackfish
captared at sea average larger than those that are beached. The average yicld of oil is about
40 gallons, bot he has seen individuals that yielded 150 gallons, and has heard of some that stowed
down over flve barrels each. Few whalemen take the tronble to separate the head and body
oil. The method of capture practiced by the Provincetown whalers was as follows: As soon a8 a
school was sighted, two boats' cxews were lowered, and chased the fish ag they wounld a school of
whales. The boat-steerer fastened on to one or perhaps two at a time. The second fish be fastened
% with the second iron. Number two would flonnce about without drawing the harpoon. The
boat-header killed either one be could resch first. Instead of towing the dead fish to the vessel,
#ir-tight kegs or “pokes” were made fast to them so that the ship-keeper could pick them ap, and the
boats ent the lines and followed the school. When the water is bloody the fish apparently make
Bo exertion to escape, and oftentimes a dozen or fifteen wonld be killed at a lowering. In remov-
ing the blubber, cutting-gear similar to that nsed for cutting in whales, but lighter, was employed.
If the fish were small & strap was put round the flukes and they were hoisted in to be cut up on
deck ; but the large ones were decapitated in the water. The head was hoisted in, snd the
blubber cat lengthwise of the fish, and a circle round the body near the “small”; » long shanked
hook attached to the entting tackle was inserted in the blubber, and as the men heaved at the
windlagy the carcass revolved in the water, and the blubber, in one piece with the fins attached,
Va4 peeled off with one revolution. The blubber was alse removed from the * small.” The head
was disgected on deck; first the melon was removed, then the throat, next the under jaw, and
lastly the «head-skin,” which is the whaleman’s term for the biubber on top of the head. The sides
and back of the neck are mainly “ white-horse.”

The method of captare by the Pacific whalemen is shus described by Scammen: # When a ship's
boat is lowered for blackfish, the chase begins as for other whates, althongh many masters have .
their boats all ready and run just ahesd of or into a ‘achool’ with the ship before lowering, by
which means the _animals are so frightened or ! gallied,” that they ¢ bring to,’ or move glowly in
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all directions, giving the boats, which are lustantly lowered, a good ehance to ¢ get fast.? The har-
poon freqnently kills the fish; if not, a few darts with the hand-lance dispateh it. AS soon as it
is deﬂd the prize almost invariably sinks, and if the ship is close at hand, it is towed to the ves-
sel at nnw bt it a considerable distanee away, if is either made fast to the ¢ loggerhead ? at the
starn of the boat, or a buoy is tied to it and leff, to be afterwarda recovered, the boats still con-
tinnipg the chase. In this way gnite & number are eapinred from one school.” *

The following list of arrivals, thouegh incomplete, will give an idea of the quantity ef black-fish
oil, in addition to their regular cargoes, bronght home by some of the whaling vessels:

i Date of | Q vantity
Nan of venaal, . Homs port. amival, | ofoil
i Barrela,

FaebOT . o e e e e me e NGIRBEEG e e Sept 12, 1832
| Prowinceto™wD ......iieeer. o weamee-ass] Now. 22, 1546
Bristol, B . .oe it iiiiairariccnmnnsctaanea oo | Condemped .
.| Nantackat .. .. . oeeeiiins - Trac. 27, 1850
<o Yarmeath .....ceen.n. Avp. 41850
S Dwrtmenth ..ol | May 23,1351i|
...] Nantnekot May 10,851 |
J estport e ! Sept. 20, 1851

. - Nov. 17, 1861

May 16,1851 ;
July 28,1851 ;
Aug. 16,1851

Mary . ooicarm e
Napolean . - 1
RAIIBMT e veeos s aee e crneemen e c et nraan caas s e
Sen Shell........

S e R GEIT R LR EEERERuwa ¢

Coatawha . __.___. Jooe 17,1858 -
Tarvest. ... ... . . . . | Mar. 20,1852 |
Pemvm._..lldn-_lauglﬂ,lsbﬂ:
Hamiiton - .- bee [N [ P e et eame e mererEeeaaiaiaae - May 26, 1853 |

Do ...oooeen codo e ; Tume 25, 1852 |

DO e B Mrany 29,1859 !
TAIEET B e tene immen e mamn i aneamn e Drovinestown ... _...-- e e i e E(rnuez'r,lasa %
HRDTHON ... eeiwaeeenn e cana v eeaeannen o | Nunstucket. .. e e e {uly 20, 1854 136
Jobn and Edwerd ... s o New Beford oLl e July 24,1634 s
wmmnp.nonim_.......__A_“...,,.A...,.........,.,.\.i Nanineket .. ... e e - Jnn+: 20, 1854 a7
Wautilua ... .o i eiieen viereseicinoae. i New Bedford . ... .. e emeeeneene e | A, 34,1885, &
NOGPARIRL .o s avnneneaes oaeeeneo o] BRR FRRBOIB00 oLl s | Ot 14,1855 §50
PO oot e e e et eene e emeiae e ennne| NABTOCKEE il . May 41,1886 o8

Do P L A Ce e May 7. 1583 12
Cetaceda. ......... -] Ang. 20, 1888 ¢
Mastapolneth. ... i et e e . Avg 51E08} ol
Stells ..., e p————m e : Tont ... .. . ¥
C.H Cogk .ovnunmnens e et nn e e S OO OVPRUI [ €75 LI 16
Abby Bradford ... . ceecu.soro i aeo e vaaaas e .| Aug. 91,1888 8
08K et e e Hept. 20, a9 i
Funitn H. AGDA..oeoe o oeeirieemnee s . Junels, e[ 1
Rt S Moy 18, 170 2
Preai@ent, 2. ....._o. oo | { Bopt. 20, 1874 1

HISTORICAL NOTES AND STATISTIOR OF THE BLACKFISH FISHERY OF CAPE Cop.—The
following items, gathered from various sources, show the importance of the blackfish ﬂshery dur-
ing the past one hundmd and ﬂt‘ty Years :

1741, - :

In May, 1741, we are told a Bpanish privateer, ander I)am ancmco Lems, captnwd ﬂnd

carried away a whaling sloop from Barnstable, The seacon was unfavorable for whieling on the
capes, but late in the sammer and the early fall of 1741 the ml:ahu.mts were cheered: bf the
advent of great numbers of blackfish and porpoises, By ﬂw end of Octﬂber they had ‘kll!&d one

* BOANMMON: Hm-ine Hammnlia, ™ 8?.
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hundred and fifty porpoisea and over one thousand blackfish, yielding them about 1,600 barrels
of oil, for the most of whieh they found immediate xale,  * Thig unexpected success so late in the
yvear pot new life into some who had spent all the former season of the year in toil and labor fo
little or wo purpose.”*
1744

In 1744, it is narrated by the Boston News Letter, 2 Nantucket Indian strock a blackfish, was
catight by a foul line, carried down, and drowned. ‘This and the preceding are the first instances
of the nae of the name which 1 have met with.

1788

In 1753 is wus voted, “ for {he fime to eome, if any person shall take & boy nnder ten yeuarn
old te drive blackfish or porpoises, he or they shall have nothing allowed for the boy; and that
wheu any blackfish or porpoise shall be driven ashore and killed by any number of boats of the
inhabitants of this town, if one wan or more shall insist on having the fish divided to each boat,

it shall be done.”
17%0.

In 1770, it is said by Pratt in his History of Welltleet, all the oysters in Wellfleet Bay died.
“ What caused this deatruction is not certainly knowu, but it is supposed that, asg, at this time,
large number of blackfish died and came on shore, where their carcasses remained, prodoacing a
very filthy condition of the water, it caused this mortality”

Another historian of Wellfleet, in the last century, remarks: 1t would be corious indeed to
& countryman, who lives at a distance fromn the sesq, to be acquainted with the method of killing
blackfish. Their size is from 4 to 5 tons weight, when full grown. When they come within onr
harbors boats surround them. They are a8 easily driven to the sbore as cattle or sheep are driven
on the land. The tide leaves them and they are casily killed. They are a fish of the whale kind,
and will average a irarrel of oil euch. I have seen nearly four hundred at one time lying dead on
the shore, It is not, however, very often of late that these fish come into aur harhor” {

1828.

The Barostable Journal of November 7, 1828, records that * Last week a shoal vonsisting of
Bfteen of these fish were surrounded by boats and driven on shore at Truro, The day following
8éventeen more were taken in like manper at the same place.. A number have been take at Or-
leays.”

“A guantity of ol from the grampus lately caught at Harpswell, Me., has been sold at Bath,
&t 818 per-barrel.”

1834 -

* The bluekfish driven ashore at Sandy Neck, Barnstable, by seversl fish boats were stripped
of their blubber, whmh wag taken or board of the vesssls to which the boats helonged on Friday
last and earried to Pmmcetown for the purpose of trying it out. 'We learn from onoe of the men
engaged in the business that there were about cne hundred and forty driven on shore, of which ¢ue
hundreq atid eight only were saved, the undertow of the next tide taking the others off again nnex-
Pectedly. Tt was  thought that the blubber saved was gafficient to make 150 barrels, which is worth
Prom 10 to $15 per barrel”§ '

- Stubuck, Hist, A.marma.n Whale F;shhq; p.33. . { (loucenter. Telegmp-hw,v November 8 125,

tLeve Wartatan in' Goli. Mmu. Hist. -Boe., 1794, iii, § Barnatable Patriot, August 26, 1M,
ﬁ*’ﬁ st pp. MP-LL - - -
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1837,

“A gmall party of fishermen from Squam captured a school of thirty-six blackfish measuring
from 12 to 20 feet in length. They were seen near shore, and the fishermen surrounded them in
their wherries and drove thein ashore, where they killed them with knives, pitehforks, &c. The oil
worth $300 to $400.7*

1843,

“July 20 about one Londred blackfish entered this harbor, Cuaptain Baxter, keeper or
light, discovercd them. They were driven into shoal water by the splashing of the oars. Deith
blows were inflicted with all sorts of implements from a bowie knife to a rake handle, including
rasty bayonets, biades of scythes, &c. Seventy-five Darrels of ol were obtuined. Sowe of the
fish were from 20 to 23 feet long and 15 feet in circumference. If one of the school is lanced se as
to bring blood the whole school will follow the track of the wounded fish, hence the first wounded
must be driven toward the shore in onder to capture the school.,”

1850--1852.

“ About one kundred and fifty blackfish were captured on Troro beach on Friday week, and
one hundred and eighty at BEastham on Monday.”} '

“ Saturday night 4 school of blackfish was driven ashere a¢ North Easbham, and twenty-eight
were captured.” §

1853,

‘iThe Nantucket Inquirer and Mirror of the 4th Angust gives an account of the capture of
blackfish on the 30th ultimo. They took ninety-oue in all—the entire school. They attacked these
fish in water up to their waists, They are from 10 to 20 feet in length and average half a ton each.
The yield will be 150 barrels.” )

1855,

“ On Baturday evening, 31st March, some gentlemen at Little Beach eaptured a blackfish 18
feet in length. The blubber produced 2 barrels of 0il.” |i

ti Ninety blackfish, the product of which was valued -at #1,500, were driven ashore at Well-
Heet on Cape Cod, in June, 1865, by a number of boats and vessels that happened to be in the
neighborhood. It is unusual for this species to be driven ashore before Angust,and their appear-
ance 8o early would indieate their great abundance. Another school was sighted in Provincetown
harbor in the same month but the people would not attack them on Sunday.”{

“BLACKFISE,—On Sunday week a large school of very large blackfish were driven ashore at
East Brewster and various other points in Orleans and-Eastham, where they were nearly all
captored. Amother school came ashore Monday and were discovered by some fishermen near
Wellfleet. The whole number taken was about two hundred and thirty. They wém very _lai‘gef
and their ol is valued at $4,000 or $5,000.0 *»

“BLACKFISH.— As the Orleans packet was on her way to Boston Monday she. anetmntered a
school of blackfish in the bay and drove them on shore, where they were nearly all captured. - They
were about fifty in namber, and were not probably worth leas than $1,000. LS Fisher:i'len say
that they always come in large nnmbers when mackerel are pleaty in the bay, a8 they subsist on
the same food a8 mackerel. Ouee in the bay and they are pretty sare to be captm-ed, a8 t.hey keﬂP
close into the shore, in shoal water, and have not the sagacity to find their way onu ﬂgam

* Glonesster Talegmph Quotober 14, 1837, ) | Lewis & Hawhnll’n Histnry of Iqm:, B u&
t Barnstable Patrict, July 26, 1843. - . 1 Yarmouth Reglster,

1 Gloucester Telegraph, September 11, 1850, _ ** Barnstable Patriot. Ji.ih\' 10. m
§ Barnatable Pairiot, Anguet 24, 1862, -
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“They are very frequently found in the flats and marshes, where they have been left by the
receding tide, and it is enstomary for the finder to mark them by entting his initials on their
flesh until it is convenient; others, to make the matier donbly sure, drive down stakes and fasteu
them thereby. The keeper of Billiusgate light-house in Eastham a few motnings sinece fonnd the
shore for a long distance strewed with these tish, that had been frightened ashore during the
might by being pursued hy some flshing vessels during the day. He proceeded to mark them,
aceording to custom, jnmped in his hoat and went over to Provincetown, where he sold oat his
right for $1,000, and bis purchasers made a good bargain at that,

“On Friday last Capt. Joseph Hamblin, of Yarmouth, with two or three vther gentlemen, drove
between seventy or eighty blackfish into oor harbor. After pursuing them for a considerable
distance they finally drove them ashore, aud succeeded iv killing seventy-one of their number, xnd
they are now engaged in tzying out {he ¢il, This schoeol will yield some $1,500 worth of oil.”*

& 0On the 2¢ instant about sixty blackfish were captured in Truro on the bay side. They were
worth $1,0007%

1859.

“ BLACKFISH—LARGE HAUL.—On Saturday Jast four boats belonging to Brewster, Eastham,
and Orleans succeeded in driving ashore at Brewster a large school of Dlackfish, and, with the
ald of people on shore, they were slaughterad by spears, lances, scythes, and whatever came to
band. Nearly seven hundred were captured, the proeeeds from which must be something near
$7,000, divided among about twenty persons.”

1865,

OCapt, Jonathan Cook, of Provincetows, says: ‘“In November, 1865, I bought seven hundred
sl sixty-eight blackfish at Wellfleet, at $12 apiece, and paid $9,216 for them™

“ BLACKFISH.—A school of blackfish was discovered off Provincetown on Monday night week
by some fishing boats, which were immediately put on the chase, and the whole school, nnmbering
two hundred and thirty fonr, were driven on the beach at Brewster the next day. The fish as they
lay ou the beach were worth some $10,000. Abount two hundred men and boats were employed in
caniaring thetn, and the shares were guickly sold at some 850 each, making a good day’s work.
The beach was visited by hundreds of people to behold such a quantity of fish. This is probably
Uhe greatest cateh of blackfish ever made in these parts.” §

" 1870.

“A young blackfish, 8 feet long and weighing about 200 pounds, was eaptared at Ipswich on
Friday by some Rshermen? |

“The enterprising town of Wellfleet is in luck this year. 1ts inhabitants have been blessed
Wwith 3 rich barvest in the mackerel fisheries the past season, and last week the packet schooner
Neltie Baker, when & short distance from that port on her passage to Boston, fell in with a large
Sthool of blackfish, and with the assistance of about twenty boats and seventy-five men from Bil-
lingsgate -Point, sncceeded in captaring seven hundred and forty-one of them. Some of the fisb
Mméasured pver 25 feet in lmgtl:, and that relmble individaal, the *oldest inhabitant,’ averred that
there has heen nothing like it sinoe he ¢an remember. It is estimated that these fish will yield fully
700 barrels of gil, and they have been purchased by Wellfleet and Provincetown parties at $12
ap‘ﬁﬁe ag thﬁy lie on the beach, thus realizing the sum of nearly $9,000. "ﬂ

* Barnatable Pabriot, .my 17, 1666, "~ § Ibid, November 7, 1866,
tIdid., Aagust 14, 1655 . | Bloucester Telegraph, December 7, 1870.
_SM_Ag.gm_lq,m B 9§ I%d,, nmmhers,m
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“THE BLACKFISH AT WELLFLEET.—Mr. Cook, of Provincetown, who purchased the black-
fish eaptured by Wellfleet fishermen a few days sinee, is in this city to-day and states that probably
1,000 barrels of oil will be obtuined from the lot. It was the largest ackool of blackfish that was
ever driven on the cape, and another remarkable circumstam;e is that there was only about a
dozen calves among the ot of over seven hundred.” *

1873,
it Ninety-three blackfsh, yielding 100 barrels of oil, were taken in December at Scituate, near

Sandwich, Mags.” t
1874.

“In the clearing up of a snow-storm at Friendship, Me., ore morning last week, the people
living ronod the harbor were astonished to see it literally filled with blackfish. In a very short
time every boat and dory was manned by hardy fishermen, who rowed to the mouth of the harbor,
formnng a line from shore to shore, and then commenced driving the fish slowly up the harbor, and
through a narrow passage into Shipyard Cove. Theu the work of killing them commenced. There
were ane hundred snd eighty-one fish slacghtered, the largest 19 feot long, and probably weighing
2 tons; the sinallest at least 10 feet; probable average length, 156 fect. It is estimated that they
will make 130 barrels of oi], the blubber filling the decks of three large schoovers. The oldest fish-
ermen there never saw a blackfish that side of George’'s Island before

“ LARGE SOHOOL OF BLAOKFISH.--Last Wednesday a school of twenty-eight blackfish went
ashore near North Truro station. On Friday moruing about 7 o’clock more were sighted from the
shore. A great number of boats started in hot pursuit, and overtaking them it was discovered
the school was a very large oue, The driving toward shore immediately began amid great excite-
ment on part of fish, and men too. It was with a good deal of difficulty that the fish were grounded,
many having to be slaughtered in water 5 or 6 feet deep. Flive hundred and forty-six were, how-
aver, landed ; but before this was accomplished another school was sighted heading for shore;
seventy-two were found to be in this Jot, which were secured, making in all six hundred and eight-
een fish landed that morning, and six houdred and forty-six during the week, lining the shore of
North Traro for nearly a mile. There are, including boats, nearly three hundred shares to divide
gpoils among—clerks, printers, clergymen, veteran whalers, shipmasters, and photographers all
participating in the fracas, and all coming in for a portion of the pfoceeds. The following gentiemen
bought fish at the auction sale Baturday morning, Capt. Gideon Bowley, auctionesr: Eben
Cook (for firms of E, & E. K. Cook & Co., and H. & 8. Cook & (o.); Charles A. Cook; B. A
Lewis & Co.; Mr. Long, of Harwich; John Thompson, of Truro; George Holmes; Harvey S.
Qook, and others. Several parties besides those named being associated with tHose bidding the
fish in. They averaged #0.95 each, distributing 85,777.25 among the people of this town and
Trure, many of whom it will materially assist in providing for their winter wants, aid well simed
by an overruling Providence.” { \

" In 1874 twenty-three hundred blackfish was driven ashore at Truro, sboekmg from $20,000
to $25,000. Two hundred and eight came on shere November 12, and were sold, for $1,300 a8 they
Iay.”§ “8Six hundred and eighteen blackfish were captured at North Truro Beptambar -8, 1874,
and gold for £5,805.25. The purchasers expect to make $20,000 from the oil” |}

: 1875. :
In 1875 one hundred and nineteen were driven ashore in North Dennig; and sokl fw$1,809
R e e
* New Bodford Bta.ud&rd, Decamber i, 1870. $ Now Bedford Mercury, Novemhet, 18?&. T

| Provincetown Advoeatse, Deoember% 18?‘!. . i Cape Aun Advertiser, Baptember, 11, 1874,
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1878.

In 1876 one hundred and eighty blackfish were driven by Provincetown people, and grounded
at Orleans. They sold at anction for $2,200,

¢ October 27, 1876, one hundred and thivty were driven ashore at Yarmouth. The monsters
were driven ashore by boat-hooks, axes, forks, &u.  Oue hundred fish were eaptured, or nearly at!
the school, They were sold to ont-of-town parties for $8 to $10 each.”

1878.
In the first week in January, 1878, one school of one hundred and eleven, another of one
hundred and fitty, blackfish were driven ashore at Cape Cod. The first were sold at an average

price of $6.25 each.
1879.

Abont the 18t of November, 1579, a sch®ol of blackfish visited Ipswich Bay, Massachusetts.
The fishermen on the north side of Caps Ann, as soon as they fonnd it out, set to work to capture
some of them, and a number were driven upon Coffin’s Beach and killed. On the 5th of November
they heard that another school had entered the bay ; nine dories, containing twenty meun, immedi-
ately set out from the shore, and about eighty blackfish were driven upon the beach ; the next day
fourteen were driven ashore, and five more were eaptured at Plum Cove, making in all ninety-
nine fish secured in three days, and by twenty men. The fish varied in length from B to 20 feet.
The blubber was sold to Dodd & Co., of Gloucester, at 2 cents per pound, and the heads at $1.25
and 81.50 each, yielding $1,000 to the fishermen.

‘A fow blackfisk had been taken here before this time. Capt. George Davis, one of the oldest
residents in this vicinity, remembers a school of fourtéen being driven asshere and eaptured in
October, 1844 or 1845, He also says that a small number were taken here about ten years ago.,

The following table shows some of the eatches of blackfish on the New England coast during
the past one hundred and forty years:

] N
i i Number ‘ Barreis of | ¥elan of
taken. i oil. oil.
1,000 1,300 7 .......
= | 20 gE00
140 | 150 3, 500
36| 0 a0
100 | 75 1, 200
2| 25 600
830 450 6, 000
28 | 0 600
-] Wantooket ...l 218 ] 150 8, 000
LYOD cooeiaarrrvauuarramanan 1: 2 #0
.| Barnstable....ve.iiiioonnnas Lt 5 1, 500
Wellfles. oo m‘ 250 8, 600
' “ 1000
....................... .1 50 1,000
.................... 00 750 5, 000
768 1, 000 b 210
..................... 735 1, 400 14, 000
0| w0 | 1,000 |
1860 | 125 1, 300
o8 630 5797
...... 208 200 1,800 |
18 15| 1,00
............... e 128 1,300 |
180 180 :t.:m[
180 126 Lo |
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THE BLACKFISH FISHERY AT THE FAROE IsLES.®—At the Faroe Islands the blackfish
(GHobiocephalus melas) fishery is carried on in practically the same manner as at Cape Cod, on the
Massachusetts eoast. The schools of blackfish are driven ashore and killed, or are lanced and
towed ashore, They arein some cases kept in the baysor fiords by a large net, a smaller one some-
times being used to gauther the animals nearer together so as to drive them ashore. When im-
possible to drive them the crew of each boat kill as many as possible with lances or harpoona.

When a herd is discovered, a signal is given, and boats from the different islands meet at the
place appointed by the signal fires or by the white-blanket signals displayed on the hills. The
boats immediately form in half cirele about the school, and by throwing stones in the water drive
the animals to the fiord. A noise with tin pans is sometimes made to inereass their confusion.

Leaders are cleeted, who give orders to the several boats, and every person is obliged to obey
instruetious given. Besides stones for throwing in the water, each boat has whale lances and
hooks—the largest boats four lances and three hooks. The lances are 12 inches long and 4 inches
broad, on a wooden shaft 6 feet long. The harpoon is seldom nsed, and only at the last extremity,
when it is found impossible to drive the animals.

The net used for driving is 200 fathoms long, 8 fathoms deep, with meshes 6 inches sqoare
made of 9-yarn rope; lead sinkers on the bottom rope, and fifty oak barrels for floats,

The name “ grifd” is given to a herd of Llackfish, a single whale being called a “grindshval”
or “grindfish,” the young ones being known as “Leiptur.” In olden times these fish, sometimes
known as ¢ Huaidingur,” were & great source of food to the people of Iceland.

White-painted stones are useful to drive the whales. Tin plates beaten against stones are
often used to seare the animals. A grind is sometimes held ¢“at bay” in a fiord all night, or until
the weather moderates so that they can be driven to the slanghtering ground. When thus “at
bay” the herd is called “grinder,” and lies quietly stowed together in a limited space as docile asa
flock of sheep. The nse of s harpoon is prohibited until it is evident that the animals cannot be
driven, then each man “ goes it alone” The net is trawled behind and aboat the herd so as to
drive them into the fiord and keep them there. Sometimes they rush under or over the net. To
avoid their loss in this manner a second net was devised,’used within the firat, and has been
very successfully used for many years.

The smaller net, of 100 fathoms length, and “much easier to handle than the large one, is nsed
to bar the grind upon a smaller portion of the harbor, by which means much time is saved whex
the grind breaks through the smaller net, as it has not a fourth part of the harbor to move in”
Not a single fish has excaped since this plan was devised. From 1843 to 1878 six thousand and
thirty whales were canght in this way, worth £20,100; while from 1584 to 1843, two hundred and
8ixty years, only two thousand one hundred and sixty-nine were caught. )

“ When the grind has arrived at the mouth of the whale voe the boats are arranged for the
attack, generally in three xows, with a proper distance between. each row, in order that if the grind
should break through the first row the second may take its place and turn it, and so on.”

The attack is called “holding a grind to.” Ome of the boats in the first row approaﬂheﬂ closo
to the herd a8 it swims about in 5 fathoms of water, and wounds one animal with a 1anoe; the
wounded animal rushes among the herd and frightens them, when they rush about., g‘mem‘llv
toward the beach, and maDy ATe stranded. 'The first row of boats msh among the herd and with
lances and knivos kill as many as possible. The secend and third rows of boats kw!’ outside, in
clear water, until it is evident the animals are bewildered and seek the hloody wm ﬂlﬂy then
j()ln the other boats, and iu a short tama dispatch the entire herd. -

it * Oompx_lad from prize sasay by H. . lliiller, published in the Prize Enaysof the Edm‘bu@mhe@m Exdi-
ition.
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The first animal is struck in the hind part of the body as the herd is headed toward the
ghore; if it be struck forward of the back fin it will roll ou its side and swim obliquely, and the rest
following will break through the rows of boats and perhaps escape.

# From the boats and from the shore the men rush into the shallow water and with a eat, in the
peck with knives kill the animals, and making fast with their hook and line drag the animals on
the beach. On one oceasion, in 1873, six hundred and fifty-seven whales were killed in four hours.”

“When landed, sworn appraisers mark éach whale with number and value; the valning is done
after the old computation of gylden and heind. A whale of medium fatness measures 10 feet from
eye to anus, and, according to the regnlations, is worth one gylden (20 heind). TFew are larger than
that.”

Each whale yields on an average 1 Danish barrel of 0il (30 Eogiish gallons), worth about 458
The meat is worth half as mach, so that a whale of medium size is worth £3 7s. 6d.

The division is next made as soon as possible, so that edch may get his share of meat, which is
wholesome and netritious, and generally pickled,

One-tenth share goes to the Crown, the eharel, and the minister. The largest and best animay
iy next selected by the crew of the boat that fivst reached the herd, and the head of this whale goes
to the man who discovered them. A compensation is then made to the village where the killing
is done, for entertainment of valuers, and then an allowanes for damage to boats and implements
and personal injaries; another allowance for keeping watch and valuing; alse for the poor box
40d school fund. The remainder is then divided into four parts. The owner of the land where
the whales are killed gets a share, and the rost goes to the ¥ Ragstesmand,” which ineludes the men
who do the killing and also the villagers at the killing place.

Alout a tenth of the whales killed usually sink, and are within ten days fished up and sold at
public anction, & salvage of one-tenth being dedncted and expended in repairs of bridges and land-
ing places, on the islands. .After ten days the whales found are the property of the finder, with the
tenth deduction. Fach village and person entitled to a share receives s ticket with the number of
the whale belonging to them, and they proceed at once to secure it. In the mean time dsncing
has heen going on, and as each boat puts off with its whale or blubber and meat a song of praize
is sung, Whales belonging to the pablic funds are sold at auction.

Number of blaskfish taken at the Faroe Ivlands, 1813 to 1877, arvanged by months.

| Add oxe-tenth for sunk whales. ]
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2-—THE PORPOISE FISHERY.

THE PORPOISE FISHERY OF NEW ENGLAND AND NORTH CAROLINA.

The porpoise, though abundant along the Atlantic coast of the United States, is not captured
excopt at & few places, and in limired nombers. In the Bay of Fundy the Indians shoot harbor
porpoises o some extent for their oil. A very graphic description of porpoise shooting by the
Passamaquoddy Indians appeared in Seribner’s Monthly Magagzine for October, 1850.

Along the North Carolina coast porpeises were formerly taken in considerable numbers, but
the business was abandoved. There is a porpoise fishery of small importance on the Gulf coast
of Florida.*

Tlhere appears to have been some intorest taken in the porpoise fishery in the last century, for
in 1740, according to the Annals of SBalew, Mass., * Thomas Lee is on a committee to consider the
proposal of William Paine, of Eastham, and his associates, to catch porpoise with a net. The
report on this subject was accepted, and an order pasged for granting the petition till the last of May,
1742, which was sent up and allowed. The conditions were, that 25. should be paid by the province
treasurer for each middle part of a porpoise’s tail delivered, on oath, to the town clerk where the
shipper or owner belonged, that it was cacght in the vessel of the lutter, and then the clerk gave
& certificate that he had consnmed the said part. One original certificate of 1740 declares that
sixteen such parts had been consumed, and another that one hundred and pinety-one had been
alike destroyed. As the fabled Venus is represented to have saved her life by assuming the shape
of a fish, so many a porpoise experienced like preservation by the shortness of the above monopoly.
The mode of securing this is among the curiosities whose practical existence has passed away, We
love 1o have an occagional interview with them throngh the vision of mewmory and then dismiss
them with a hearty good-bye.”?

At various times numbers of porpoises have beem taken at Cape Cod and other places, as iD
the summer of 1741 when one hundred and fifty porpoises as adsv a large number of blackfish
were captured at Barnstable, Mass.

We are informed by Mr. Earll that the stretch of coast from Cape Hatteras to Bear Inlet,
North Carolina, is a favorite run for the porpoise, and ofter immense herds of them may ba seen
moving along within a few rods of the shore. As early as 1810 parties engaged in this fishery, and
from one to three crews followed it guite regularly ip to 1860, when the fishery was discontinued
and has net since been resumed.t

The methed of capture consisted in haviug four seines of 200 ya.rds each loaded in separate
boats, and as the lookout gave the signal the boats took their positions, the two outer seines were
lashed fogether, and at the next signal the seines were shot in the form of a semicirele to the shore,
the inner ends of the shore seines reaching toward the land, while the outer ends met or overlapped
the inper ends of the middle seines and were securely fastened. The distance between the boats was
always about the length of the seine, and the beata always shot the onter ends of their res ive
seines first. While the ends of this united seine were being brought to land one or two boatreD
would remain pear by to pound on his boat or “jab” the bot{om with an oar- to keep the porpoise
from escaping; but whon the ends reached the shore and the porpoise securely peaned, the pet a8

'Smce tha almva was wrlttm: porpoise flahieries have beon resumed at New me snd Forth lem lﬁd there
ia 5 prospect of the business inorossing, #s the skine have been found mseful for leather, and the fesh may have 3
oommercial valne for food. Bea acoount by Frederick W. Trae in Bn.l.lemn . B Fiah Gomm, IW-

s Fpir; Annadsofﬂnm, vol, ii, p. 26, _ L : '
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dropped and a smaler net, made of heavy rope, was used to drag themn upon the shore. The outer
nets were usnally made with 11-ineh mesh, while the inner was but 9 inches. Though the porpoise
seldom tried to break through the net they often jumped over the cork line, and it is said that if
one jumped it was difficult to keep the rest from following, and that they would often jump 4 to 6
feet ont of the water.

An average calch in former years was from four to five hundred porpoise to the season,
requiring from five to six for a barrel of 0oil, The crews wsnally numbered from fifteen to gighteen
men, and tlie seagon lasted from the latter part of December to the Ist of April, some fishing as
late as the 15th of April. There seems to be a growing disposition on the part of the fishermen
to resume this fishery, bat it reqnires an outlay of about $400 for nets and boats, and few have
the money to invest in this way. During April, 1880, the porpoise were very abundant, and it
was a common ocearreénce to see droves of fifty to a hundred together, while the fishermen say
that they were even more abandant earlier in the season.

WATCOH OIL FROM PORPOISE AND BLACKFISH.—“About the year 1816, says Caleb Cook, of
Provincetown, **sailors and fishermen having caught a porpoise on their voyage, wonld sometimes
extract the oil from the jaw-bone and give it to carpenters and those who used oil stones for sharp-
ening their tools. Finding in this way that it did not gum or giue, suggested the idea that it was
junst what was wanted for a nice lubricator. It was noticed that the weather at zero would not
congeal it, neither would it corrode on brass.

“ Watchmakers were then using olive oil as the only fitting oil for watches; but by experi-
menting with the porpoise-jaw oil they found it superior to the olive or any other oil, consequently
the sailors and fishermen found a ready market for all they were able (o cbtain,

“ This state of things continned until the year 1829, when a shoal of blackfish, about forty in
bumber, was taken at Provineetown, Mass., being the first for many years, Solomon Cook of that
town took from the jaws of these blackfish a few gallons of oil and sent it to Ezra Kelley, of New
Bedford, Mass., a skillful watchmaker, to be tested for wateh oil. Mr. Kelley soon found that
this oi! was superior to the porpoise oil, as it had more substance and less chill. He contracted
with Mr, Cook to supply him from year to year until 1840, when the latter died, and his son sup-
Plied Mr. Kelley nntil the demand was so great that the jaws of the blackfish were not sufficient
to supply the market.

“Porpoise-jaw oil can be refined a little by exposure to the cold at zero, and in that state,
with the atmosphere at zero, it is strained through a cotton-flannel strainer made in the shape of
& cone, but when filtered through paper it is so limpid that it has no lubrieating properties what-
ever, and becomes useless. This oil i& called porpoise-jaw oil, but is taken from the blackfish,
belonging in the family of whales, by a method known only fo myself. Itis warranted not to
congeal af, zero, though it will thicken and tarn u little milky in appearance. It is warranted not
to eorrode on brass or rast on steel, and it will not glue on the finest wateh. Ezra Kelley, of New
Bedford, has made it a business for years to put it up for watch use, and has led in the market,
while B. H, Tisdale, of Newport, R. L., and 1. M. Bachelder, of Boston, are getting quite popularin
the Buropean market.

“Caleb Ooolr, youngest son of Solomon, from scientific experiments, did discover, about the year
1332, that the melon oil of the blackfish was far superior to the jaw oil in every 1espect, 8o much
80, that Mr, Kelloy, who had about this time become very popular in preparing this oil for the trade,
®ould not buy it until he was told what it was produced from, and from that time to the present
(1876} Caleh Cook’s blackash-melon (watch) oil bas been refived by Kelley, of New Bedford, Batchel-
der, of Boston; Tisda;le',' of Newport, and many others on & smaller seale, for the world’s nse, Sinee



310 HISTORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERIES.

the year 1842 Caleb Cook, of Provincetown, Mass., elaims to be the only person who understands
the art of producing this oil free from all glutinous matter and fit for nge. This, he says, i done
by a process known oaly to himself--not by mixing other cila or liquids with it, bot by extracting
all the oil and glaten from it, and leaving the oil pure for the finest and most delicate inachinery.
This, he says, cabnot be done by the chilling and straining proecss; for when it becomes perfectly
transparent at zero, the lubricating properties are all gone, the oil runs off the pivots, spreads on
the plates, dries up, the pivots eut, turn red, and the oil is worse than worthless, for the valuable
timekeeper i no longer what it was once for the want of ¢il with more sabstance and lubrieating
properties,

“ Porpoise-jaw oil and Mackfish-melon oil are worth froin $5 to $15 per gallon, according to
supply. These oils are sold uoder the above trade names, and zlso nnder the names * watch oil’
and ‘eclock oil.’ They are used largely by manufacturers of fire-arms, watches, and philosophicul
apparatus. Smith & Wesson, of Springfield, Masg., the Ethan Allen factory at Worcester, Bye &
Johnson, of Worcester, the Howard Watchk Company, the BElgin Watch Company, the Waltham
Watch Company, and the clock factorier in Connecticut, use them constantky. The philosophical
instrument makers ure them for air pumps, as they keep the leather soft and pliable. Telegraph
instrument makers use them when they can get them. They are usedin Government light-houses
for the clocks of revolving lights, The color of the oils is very light, and can be made very white
by placing in the window, where they will bleach in a short time. One drop of water in ove pint
of oil will injure it very much.” '





