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PAR,T XV.

THE'VHALE-FISIIERY·

I.-HISTORY AND PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FISHERY.

By A. HOWARD eLARK.

L GENEltAL HEVIEW.

THE WHALING FLEET.-The American whale·fishery in 1880 employed one hnntired and
seventy-one vessels, at!gregating 38l 633.38 tOlli', and valued with outfits at .2,891,650. Additional
capital, aggregating @1,733,000, was invested in wharvCll, store-house8, and oil refineries. The.
llumber of men e.mployl'd 011 the vessels was 4,198 and in shore whaling about 250. The la{gest
vessel was the steam bark Belvidere, 440.12 tons, and the smalle8t one employed ill ooo~n whaling
was the a~hoonerUnkm, 66.22 WllS. }'lost of tlu,~ <><,-hooner~and the smaller vessels of other C~l!

were employed in Atlantic Ocean whaling, while the largest and best equipped craft were in the
Pacific and Arctic fleets. The distribution was as follows: Fi\-e vessels ill Hudson Bay, one bun
dred and eleven in the North and South Atlantic, twenty·five in Bering Sea and the Arctic Ocean,
twent)·-two in the Pjl.Cific Ocean, amI eight hauled np at hom"" l)()rtB.

The greater number of ",('sse}s belonged in Massachusetts, one hundred and twenty three
11ailing from New Bedford, tweDt,y from Pro'rincctown, 8even ftom Edgartown; six from Boston,

two from Westport, two from Marion, and one from Dartmouth. N\lw London, Conn" owned five

veasels ftnd five lIailed from San :FraIICi$co; Cal. The interest, of SaIl Fram·isco in the wbtl.le
fishery ClJ,nnot be measured by the number of vessels owned there, for almost the entire Nurth
Pa...ific and Arctic fleet.. are accnstomed to make that. pla<:e a fitting port and the headquartNl;

for reshipment of oil and bone to the At1antic sea-board.
The Provincetown .fleet was composed almost entirely of schooners employed in Atlantic

U~anwhaling. The whaling-gronnds of Hud,;lon Bay and DaVis Strait are faVOrite resorts for
New London whaleOlen, while New Bedford vessels are scattered over MI the seas.

BeaidlOlS the vessel ftshery there is a boat Or shore whaling industry; which at timeg is quite
profitable. The principal stations are on the Oalifornia coaRt and are manned mostly by Portu
guese. On the coaaUl of WlHlbington TerritolJ' and Alaska whales are taken by the Indians aud
Eskimos. The only point8 On the Atlant·ic coast where boat-whaling ill CArried ou are at Prov
incetown a.nd one or two places in North Carolina; at Provinc-etown the business in some years is
of cotuuderable importance. as in 1380; when 48 'Whales wen, taken, yi.eldi.ng 29,925 gtaollon8 of oil,
6Ild 8,700 pounds of' bone. The principal species taken at the Atlantic stations is the ftn·bacll:

. B



4 HIS'rORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERIES.

whale. and on the California. coast the gray whale. Neither of the!Oe species yields bone of great
vallIe and both furnish but a limited quantity of oil. Humpback, sulphur.bottom, and right
whales lLrc OCCw>iOllally captured at the Cltlifornia and .Alallkan stationOl, bnt seldom on the

Atlau tic coast.
'l'HE PRODUC'l's.-The prO{luct8 of the fishery in 1880 were Talued at $2,323,943, and included

37,014 barrels of sperm oil and 34,626 barrels of whalo oil; 458,400 pounds of whalebone, worth
$907,049, amI $5,465 worth of ambergris a.nd walrus i'ory. 'rhe l'acific-Arctic grounds were the
most, productive, yielding oil and bone worth $1,249,990. From Atlantic Ocean grounds oil a.nd
hOIJe were taken worth t90S,77L

The principal products of the whale-fishery are -oil and bone, the former obtained from tile

hlubber aud the latter from tIle jawl'i of the animal. The minor products ar.) am bergris from sperm
whll.les and guano and glne made from bones and other refuse matter. Oil as it comes from the
animal is cla~~ed as sperm oil aud whale oil, the former being derived exclusivel;r from sperm
whalel'i, and the latttlr from the right whalH and other \'luieties, as also from blackflsh and porpoise.
Walrus oil, taken by the northern fleet, is also generally classed as whale oil. Sperm oil is worth
about double the value of other whale oil. . Northern whale oil is >:light1r higher than soutbern
oil and hlackiish higher than either. I-'rom sperm 011 is made refined oils for lubricating, and
SPflrDlllceti used Chiefly for candles. 'rhe jaws of blackfulh and porpoise yield a "ery superior
oil, employed for lubricating watches and clocks.

Crude or unrefined sperm oil it! little used, though about half t.he ~ntire production of ordinary

whale oil is used in a crude state in the manufacture of cordage.
The oil is prepared at the refineries and sent to market. under vlU'irlllf.1 tl'ade names, as 8pring

make natural, Spring.make bl-eached, Natural winter, Bleached winter, and DvulJle-bleach/Jd winter.
1:hcst, lIames indicat,e the grades of oil and the processes of mfining. 'l:he results of refining
sperm oil ar(>. three or more grades of oil and two qualities of sperma-ooti. From whale oil are pro

ducp-d severM grades of oil, whale-foot.'l, which is a tallow-like substance, and oil soap used by

scourers.
The refining of whale oil!'! is carried on almost exclusively at New Bedford, which port is

pmeti9all:r the headquart.erl'l of the American wbl.l,ling industry. When the business was

extensive there were several large rofiueries in active 0lleration, but for some years past three
establishments have bf\ell lmough to care for the entire Ilroduction.· The process of refining varies

accqrding to the kind of oil, yet in some essentials the methods are alike for alL
When landed from the vessels the oil is in wooden casks I varying in size from a few go.llona to

ll. hogshead or more ill capacity. If not sold at OllOO to the refiners itia stored on the wharves or
in sheds, being covered with sea,weed and boards to protect the barrels from leakage by exposure
ro the sun. It sometimes remains in this condition for many months or even years.

At the refinery the oil is drained into va.ts and the oasks ~ed out with hot oil, recoopered,
aud made ready for anothel' cruisl':, or sold to be sent to Africa. fur shippin« palm oil.

In the refining process the oil is first Ileated, when pieces of blubber and foreign matter Bettle,
and the clear oil i" again put in casks to be packed in ice pits and subjected to the free&ing
proeMS, which IJartially congealll or granulates it. The next step in the refining is to strain the

oil throngh woolen cloths to sepn,rate the foots, and it is then pnt in ootton bags, a.nd submitted
w hooTy pre88ure, which further separates the oil from the solid matter, leaving in the bags, if
Bperrn oil, Bpermaooti, which is further heated and refined, or in the case of whale oil leaving
whale-foots; extensively used by t-anners for softening leather. The various grades of oil are

obtained by further heating and pressing, and by the admixture of ohemicals to clarjfy orbl6Mh it.
.. .. ----_. __._._--_ .._~ •..., ~.. ,._~~,~.,.~ _--- ..-~----_ .._----...........-~~,-'.~ ~---

• Ratineriee h~ve l'6CeJltly (188.'») boon ostlllbliBhed at Slill FrancillOO. Cal.
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Sperm oil is used .chiefly as a lubricator, for which purpose it is ullsurpasRe,d. Whale oil is

employed in many industries, but chiefly by tanners ill the preparation of leathers. Black-fish oil
is specially good in preparing morocco. 'Vhule oil, mixed with black lead and paraffine oil, is

nsed for lllbricating car axles and wheels.

Sperwooeti is used ill medicint.\, ill laundries, and for other minor purpo<;8t>, but is used

t\hiefly for the manufacture of candles; a paumt candle of superior qualit,y is made from paraffine

and ~I)el'mooetimixed.
Whalebone requires compa.ratively little preparation to fit it for lise by whip-makers, dress

makers, and Humerous other tradesmen. It is receive(l from the vessels in bundles of slabs vary

ing from a foot. to 15 feet ill length. These slabs are scraped, steamed, cut, and split into suitable

sizeR for liRe.

The whalebone workers of the United States l'eCllgnize five varieties of hone; (1) Arctic, from

the Bowheau or Polar whalt~; thi8 IS the la,rg-t~f;t, bOlle, and is used prillcipaUy ill the mauutallture
of whips alHful't:'ss bUlle; (2) XOl'thwest, which il> the heaviest bone, and is used for whips and

canes; (3) South Sea, whi<,h is line and short, UISCU for whips and dress bone; (4) Humpback,

short and black, flpecially suitable for corsets; (5) Finback, short and coarse, used for corsets.

Some slabs of bone have longitudinal streaks of white or light yellow. The white portion is of
greater value thall the black, and iii thought by the workers to be camo\ed by disease.

Ambergris, wbeIl pure, is worth more than its weight in gold. It is used in the preparation

of fine vcrfumery, having tht' property of thoronghly and vermanentJy uniting the ingredients.

It is found in the intestines of the sperm wllale, and is a very uncertain article. Many whal6I"s

have cruised the seas for years and never found an ounce, while fortunate ones have secured a

hundred pounds or more of the precious substance ill a single year. It, is supposed to. be a

product ot' a disease in the animal similar to indigestion. This theor;y of its origin is supported

b;y the fact that particles: of cuttle-fish, the cbief food of the sperm whale. are otten found in the

ambeq,'1'is, and the location of the substance in the intestines also supports this theory. In 1858

aNew Bedford vessel secured 600 ponnds of ambergris, worth linO,5tlO; ill 1878 t,be Adeline Gibbs,

of New Bedford, brought home 136 pounds that sold for tZ3,OtlO. The total quantity received

from the American whaling fleet from 1836 to 1880 was IJ667! pounds,

A full discussion of ambergris lind the manner of obtaining it, it> giveu in the section of thi8

report treating of the Preparation of Fishery Produot8.

DECLINE OF THE FISHERY.-Starbuck, in 1877, thus discussed tbe canses of tbe decline of the

whale-fishery :

"On the lst of January, 1877, theentirefteet was reduced to 112 ships and barks, and 51 brigs

and schooners, having a total capacity uf 37,828 tons.·

.. It will be well to see to what causes this decline is attributable, Many ciroumstances have

operated to bring this about. The alternate stimulns and rebuff which the fishery received as a

short supply and good prices led to additions to the fleet and an overstock amI decliue in valnes,

were natural, and in themselves probably formed no positive impedirnt'nt. The increase in pOIlU·
lation would have can.sed an increase in comlJumptlon beYOlld the power of the fisberJ tb supply,

for even at the necessarily hIgh prices people would bave had light. Bnt other things occurred.

The expense of procuring oil was yearly increasing, when tbe oil-wells of renusylvania were opened,

and a. 80urce of illumination opened at once plentiful, cheap, aDd good. Its dangerous qnalities
at first greatly checked ita general UJile, but these removed, it entered into active, relentless com·

petition with whale oil, and it proved the more powerful of the anta~olliliticforces.

. • The 101J8Ilt:ebb 'IFM reached on t-ha 1st of January, 1875, when the floot o()n81~ted 01 119 shipe and barb, a:ld 44
brip atld aohoonera, with a. capaoit;r of 37,733 tons.

"
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" The length of voyages increased from two year« fot' a ca;rgQ of sperm and from nllle to tif~ll

mouths for a cargo of whale oil to fonr years to fill the Iatt""r, while the fo:rmer was practically
aballdoned aa a separate business· after it became necesElary W llJ.I~ke voyages of fOl1r, five, and
even six yoors, aDd then seldom return with a full cargo. As a matter of neoo8Sity the fitting of
ships booallJe far more expensive, 11 rivalry in th6 furnishing adding perhaps consideJ.'ftbly to tIm

out2ay. Vessels were obliged to refit each season at the various islands in the PaoHic, ll/umHyac
the port of Bouolulu when passing in its vicinity, and the b,Us drawn upon 'the owners on these
occasions wt!re so enormous as to call forth lond and frequent eomplaints; and ill 111ter years the
only a;\'ailable weew-tn Ilshe-ry Wll,S iu tbe J'ort,h Pacific and ANtic ~an8, whese dii\8£~rBwere
the rule and immunity from them the exception, th(';r€0F ineurring, when tb.e v~elswere not lMt,

heavy bill for repairs, bl'Bidetl tbe ordinary ones of reatting.
"Again. during the later days of whaling, mor{j particularly immediately after the discovery

of the gDld mines in California, desertions from the sbiptl were llumerons a.nd often causeless,
generaDy in such ulI[Pbers as; to seriously cripple the efficienr,y of the ship. In this way large
numOeI'S of voyagcs were brok:en up and hlludreds of thousands of dollars were sunk by the Qwnel8.

D.:Iring a portion of the time many ships were fired by their refractory and mutInous crews, $Ome
oftbemcompletely destroyed, others damaged in amonntg varying from a few hundred tv several
tbOUl'land dollaf'li. Crews would apparently ship simp1y &.R It cheap wanlle.r of reaching file g'Qld
mines, and a shipl!> company often embraced among ita Dumber degpera!loes fmm vluious natioIlB,
fit for allY n\~ity whi~h might ooe,t fWcrv~ th~m to I\ttMn their end. Th-ey took llQ fn~~t in
the voyage~ nor cared aught for the profit or loss tlUtt might aoor116 00 the ownerI'!. In order to
recruit, it became necessars, parliculaJ>]y durivg the ten years next succeeding the opening of the
gold wines, to offer heavy ad,allee-wages, aDd toooften t/Jese were paid to flo.set of bountY-jumpers,
as such mel). were termed in tb£t Arm;v during the late waf, wbo only waited the time whetl the ship
made anotlier port to cJandestindy dissolve (~onnectionwith her and hold themselve,."l ill readiness
for tbe pext ship. Unquestionably there were times when Il1fln were forced to desert to save their
lives from the jmpOsition~ and severity of brutal captains, but such cases Were ullaonbtedlj'very
rare. Formerly tb\' ctewl'! 'vl'ere oolI)p()~fld almol;t whon.y of' Am~Ti~an81 hut latterly they weN
hugely made up of P(lrtugu~~shipped. at tile A.ZQreB, a. mQl1grel set sbipped answhe~ along the

wefitern coast of SOlltb America, and K..'tnakas ehijlped at the Pacilic islands. There wem time,<;,
when th6 California fever was at it/! high~s~ tbat the desertions did not stop with the men, but

officers and even captai!18 seemed to vie with the crew in defrauding the men from whose banda
they had received the property to bold io e!lal'ge and inereai'-e in v~llle.

"Another source of loss was, strangely enougb, to be found in the wurBe of the consular agents
gent out by our G<lvernment to prote(~t the interosts of our whalemen. Many and bitter were the

'complaints at tlJe extortiona.te ehargell and perc~I1tagesdemanded by man.v of t1Iese men. t
liAs nuMber- important 8out'Ce of tht'l decline in thi.s business mUl;lt be regarded the SMrdty and

shyneas (}f whale;,.. rri01' to the. y{',ilf 183Q a, !:'obi}} with a. cap.acit.r for 2,000 btu"I'els would c.rullWl
in tbe Paei.fto OCelJ,ll and retnrn in tWQ yeQ.l:'s with a c.argo of SWltrn.·oil Tb~ lmtul3 ship might go

w,Delago or Woolwich Bay and flU with wbale-oil in nbollt :fifteen months, or to the coast of

• AlWll.S'» Uce~tillg, of e(ll>~,Ath.ntk -whll.leTII, %~rm''i;lU'I,lmg ia tbe AtllUltle hlllllllll"l'l'llI:Vl! boon ]lUt'l'Iu;-,d \;y-th~

bulk of the l'rovwoeWWD. vC!J8llb JUJd by quit<'l a fleet of schooner'll al1d brigs from other ports. There i.e an O\lClIoIJional
l'6vivlll of thi~ 'Punnit in larger VlJI!8C18 at luteNaIs of a few yeartl, at prt!6eut Ilom(\ of th& mo&t llucOOSIiIful voysges
being ma.M by .wIlli 3nd bub uru.illing fill' lIpetlll wh3.lflll in thig Q(l6lI,n.

tIn lVllny~ jUlltioo (f) seeIIlI! to ha..,o 1>0011 moted UlOt'fl in accordanee with thE! ~n.ire]JIcnts 1>1 th6 J.uoomo of
OW' rtlpr&leot/l.tiyea than lrltb thOfl8 of ab6tra~t right, and It ba!! happelleu that the ease of an Mbltrary, ttnel cap
tAin agAinst 8Onu~ ll.uflJrtnuately weak and impecuniotl8 8ailoI" htLll been deeidedon the tlmE!"homoted (lI,Dl.ong barb.
rUon8) .Dlll.:I:lln8 that "might Wakllll l'ight, fl and "the killg can do DO wrong."



TTJ.E WHAl,l<; FISJHiRY. 7

Brazil and return in nine month!:' full of the oil peculiar to the whales of those seas; but1 as has

been previously remarked, this has all clmllged, and the length of th~ voyage haa become entirely
disproportioned to the quantity of oill'eturned.

uBriefiy, then, this is the case. Whaling as a business has declined: 1st, from the scarcity
and shyness of whales, requiring louger alld more expensi\'c voyages; 211, extra"agance in fitting

out and refitting; 3d, tbe character of the men engaged; 4th, the int-mduet-ioll of coal oils.
"Of late years sperm·wllaling in tlH! At.lantic Ucean has been re\'j,'ed witll !,:onw snccesl'l, out

the persistency with whicIt 1my tielll is 1'\lllowed up llHl,]ms its yield at least but temporary. II;
may perhaps be it questiou wortlly of serions consideration whetber it. is polic.\ for the United
States Government, to introduce HI e U8t' llf (~oa.l oils into it" light-hou se amI sim ilar departments,
to replace the sperm oil now furnh;hcd from our whaling port.s, and thus still furtber hal)ten the

ultimate abandonment of a pursuit UpOlI the resources of which it draWl> so be,ncily ill the day of
its trOUble,· or whether tbi!'l ma-rkt:'>t--thc onl.y aid asked from the Government-may still oontinue

at the expense of a few dollars more pCI' year."t

~. WHALING-G-HODNDS·t

DISTRIBUTION OF WHALES.-A wbale.ship !ell,ing; her home port mans her mast-head as
80011 a!'l she !tJ<\\'CS soundings, and from that time is in constant hope of seeing whales. There are

certain portions of the ocean where whal~ abound, and many large tracts where vC8sels rarely

make It stQP; still it is not unusual even in the tnore barren spaeel; to hear from aloft the welcome

cry "there she blows." Many of tile grounds w!tere vessels were fortnerly very suecessful are now
entirely abandoned and others are but seldom visited. There are now DO l>pflrm wbalers from the

United States on tile IndIan Ocean or North Pacific g:roundfl, amI vcrs few cruising in the 'West

Pacific Ocean, but nearly aU of the Yeflseh; at present engaged in tbis branch of the fishery resort

to the grounds in tbe North and South Atlautic and the eastern part of We South l'acific Oceans.

At an early period in the development of the whale fishery there was little difficult;}" in

securing a cargo in a short time. Whales were abundant near shore and in very man;r parts of
the ocean. They werc taken in great numbers by the Dutch and b~- the }~llgli8h at Spitzbergen

and off the eRSt coast of Greenland, upon grounds tbxt hal'e not been frequented for many

years.§ Later they were abundant in Davis Strait, wbere they were pursued by a eonsiderable

fieet of vessels. The;)' are still taken there in limited numbers by a fteet of about a dozen Scotch

steamer-so Toward the close of the last century began the discovery of prolific grounds for right
whales in the South Atlantic, and of the famous South Pacific sperm and right whale g"rounds. In
the pl'e6eut century important fields have be(~n discovered in the North Pacific and AL'ctic Uceans,

• The Loudou Mercantile Gazette, of Octoher 22, 18!::>2, J:>ll-id; "The Dumber l)f Ameri "an shipB engaged in the
Southam wh.aJe..fiIlhery alone wonld of thelll8eh'u be neltrly sufficient to man any ordinll.l"~' fleet of ehlp><-of-w9.l'
which thllot country might I'flquire to lIlllld to Ileilo." InstancElIl are not wanting, indeed. where whll.lemen blwe nnder·
taken yeoman's servioo for their cuuntry. ThUll, in NO'HJnber, 1~46, Captaiu SimmOl!s, of tho Magnolia, (tud Capt.
John S. Barker, of the Edward, both of New Bedford, hearing that the garri,;on at San J086. Lower CaJ.ifuI'uia, wW:>

in imminent daugel', la.nded their crewe and nmrched to ite relief. Nor were their gooll servicee towa.:rd fOl'cign g:ov.
emwenl:6 hI pe!UlB IeM honorable to the country th&u in waf, fn)' when the Government buildin.'(ll at Honolulu were
burning IIOme years 8ig;:J, and entire and dillMtroull destruction threatened, American whalelllen rushed to tho rescue
and quen.ohed the f1lUUeI:>, already beyond the lJontrol of the uativell. During the rebellioll, of 5,956 naval office~,

M8Ii88Ch1l$6tta furni6hed 1,226, Mlloine 449, Connecticnt ll64, Now Hampshire l7r" Rhode leland 102, and Vermont til.
t Report U. Ii. Corn.miMion of Fish and Fillheriee for 1875-'76.
rSpeciaJ Il.tlknowledgment9 I'M due CApt. n, W. Soobnry, of New BedfOrd, MaM., and Capt. WUlillJD H. Barnee.

of Na6hua, N. B., for i.nfol1llll.tlQII. 'on this 8ubJect.
. t Tba tlUt OO8illt of Greenland htl/!! reoently again become a cruising groundfot the wbalers ofNonvay and Scotland.
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among wllieh are the Japan, NOl'thwet\t, and Okhotsk gronnds, now well nig-h abandoned. l'hl~

Arctic ground.\! north of Bering Strait were firl;t visited ill 1848 by the Superior, under Captain
RoYll, and these grounds have since boon by far the most important for the production of whale_

bone and a superior qUl1.Iitr of whale oil.
RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF YARIOUS GRouNDs.-The relative importance of the varion;;, .

oceans to the whalf\-fishery during re~,nt years is shown by the following facts: Of the sperm

oil tl~ken h,y tIle, AmeI'iean whaling fleet from ]870 to 1880,55 per ee-nL was from the North and
South A tlfwtie gToutlds; 33 ptlr cent, from the Pacific; and 1~ ptlr cent. from the Indian Ocean.
Of the wha,le oil tiiken during the Hanw. period, 5/'1 fiN' cenL was by the North Pacifie fleet from the
region north of the fiftieth parallel, induding the Arctic, Okhotsk, and Bering Seas; 24 per cent.

by ,essds cruiHing in the 'Xorth and South Atlantic; 10 per cent. from the Pacific gTounds; 5 per

cent, from t,be Indian Ocean; and 3 per cent. from lIudlOon Bay, Cumberland Inlet, and Davis Strait.
Of thl1 whalebone secured in the sUlne time 88 per cent. was by the North Pacific fleet; {) per cent.
by the IIudsoll Bay ami Cumberland Inlet fll'et; 4 per cent. from tbe North and South Atlantic
grountls; amI 3 per cent. about eqllall.r divided between the Pa.cific and Indian Oceans. 'rhe num
ber of voyages Ctlillmenced by Uuited Stat-es vessels from 1870 to 1880 was 810, which includes

tbe Arctic whalers annually rl,fitting at Sail Francisco and other ports. Of these voyages, 382

were to tho North antl South Atla.ntic, 254 to t,he Arctie, Okhotsk, and adjacent grounds, 98 to the
Pa<:ific, 45 to tbe Indian Ocean, and 31 to Hudson Bay and Cumberland Inlet.

(a) SPERllI·WIIALE GROmrnS.

GEOGRAPHICAL DlSTRmUTION OF SPERM WHALES.-Thc sperm whale is very widely distrib
nted in the oceans of the temperate and the tropical ZOllNl. They have been taken as far soutb as
560 />outh latitude in the Atlantic and in the Pacific, allu as far north IlS 56° 12' in the North

Pacific. Early authors mention them as numeroml on the COHost of Greenland, but Beale- says
that tilt;.}' are seldom or never seen there by recent navigatorll. Ther are generally taken oft

soundings, thongh they are sometilll~ abundant in comparatively shallow water, especially along
the l\dge of the ocean banks. Within the limits inelrull>d between 300 north and 300 south latitude
they are generally of smaller size than in higher latitudes. There are certain cruising-grounds
e!Specially frequented b.y vessels ill sea,reh of sperm whales, and tbese will bp. described in order

beginniug with those in the Atlantic Ocean, proceeding then to the Pacific and Iudian Ocean

grounds.

The Atlantic grounds, from which more than half the entire production of sperm oil is taken,
are visited by both large and small vessels, the latter cruising chiefly north of the equator and

remaining out about nine montbs, while the former make voyagea lasting one, two, or even three
years, cruising over various parts of the North and South Atlantic and sending oil home from the

Azores, St. Helena, a.nd other convenient ports. Vessels visiting the Pooiftc and Indian OCeans
Bre usuaHy barks and ships, and fit out for long voyages.

NORTH ATLANTIO GRoUNDS.-Profltable sperm whaling bas been fonnd in the Caribbean

Sea, off Chagre!l, Blanquilla, and in other parts of the soo j in tbe Gulf of Mexico, particularly in
latitude 28° to 290 north, longitude 89° to 000 we8t; in varion s parts of the West India sea&,

especially in the Mona Passage and oft' the ooasta of Cuba, Porto Rico, and Bt. Domingo, north of

the Bahama Islands, in latitude 280 to 29° north, longitude 790 west; on the" Oharleston Ground,"
in latitndlY.J9O to 320 north, longitnde 740 to 77° west, and on the H HatteI'818 GrollDdl!l," extend•

..,----_._.~-~~
" BEALE, THollUs: Natural Himlry of the Sperm Whale, London,. l836, p.88. He Ill¥I that IIpu1D ",h&le8 are

found from 000 north to 6()0 IlOUth latitude.
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ing along the edge of the Gulf Stream off Cape natteruR." Vessell> cruise OIl the more s()utlJeru

of the above grounds during the winter months and early spring, and work north and east as till'

Stlason advances. Their nest resorts, after leaving rLe ella,rIeston Grouml. are in latitude :3f\O
north, longitude 740 west; latitnde 320 north, longitude 680 west; latitude 280 to 330 north,

longitude 480 to 570 west, and from latitude 330 to 450 north, longitude 500 to the east of tlw

Azores.t
Among the favorite resorts in the North Atlantic are the H Two Forties" <Llld h Two l'hirty

"ixes," the former being in latitude 4()0 north, longitude 400 west, anti tlltl latter ill latitUlII~ 3(;0
north, longitnde 360 west. Vessels cruise here throughout t·be SUlllffi(lr and fall lIlollths and oftell

iuto December. The whales taken are of all sizes. ::3hips of late yean; have crlli:selL frulll lati
llide 430 to 460 north, longitude 250 to 320 west., alllO from latitude 480 to 5Uo llOrth, lungitude

~1 0 to ~4,o west; and on th., "Commodore 1\lorr1S Grounds,"t ill laUtude ,320 to &4° north, longi·

tude 230 to 250 west. Sperm whales are often l>eell and taken llPar the AZOl'm,. Good eruising
places. known as the "Western Grounds," aTe situated in latitude 280 to 370 Dort-h, longit.ude 4/Jo

to 520 west. Another resort is the" S:tt~cn Ground," ill 1a ti tnde 31° to 360 uortL, longitude :!F
to 24,0 west, where vessels cruise from August to Nuvember. Sperm whales are, BUllletimes fmm,l

quite numerous along the l'louthern coast of Portugal and Spain from CaJl(\ St. Vincent to UW

Straits of Gibraltar; also near the southem side of the i~land of 'l'enerifte; north a.nd west. of Ihe
Capt.l Verda Islands during the winter months; from latitude 100 to 14.0 north, longi tudl\ 350 to

to 400 west in March, April, and May, and in latitude 50 to 70 north, longitude 180 to 21)0 west,

during the winter season. Good whaling- has also been found in the Gulf of Guinea llear the

Island Fernando Po; also on the" Cornell Ground," in latitude 5° to 90 north, longitude 220 to
270 'West.§

SOUTH ATLANTJO GROUNDS.-Ou tile west 8ide of the South Atlantie. sperm whale grounds

were formerly found on and near the Carabellas banks in latitude 170 to 190 south from the eoast

of Brazil to longitude 35° west; also in about la.titude 230 south, longitude 390 to 4ZO west. The

smaller class of vessels eruised on these grounds, capturing mostly large bull whales, wbi);' larg('

• "1J:J. 1837/' says Captain Atwood, of Provincetown, "thll 'Edwurd aml RillllZi' Wa<I bougllt for hlur·ktiHhin;:,
and went on the ground south of t.hOl George's Bauk and towards Gapt: Hat t"rall , No whaHng '-el>J>{,lH lUid """1' bt,~u

ther-e before, lloIId &he found sp6rm whales abnudant" and since that time l,he ' Hatttlrall Ground' and t,},e 'Charleston
Ground' farther 5Outh, have been favorite cruising pllwea for the Proviuctlto",u tle~t."

tOn the northern edge of the Grand Banhl amI tJle Gulr Stream where thtl L ..brodoT cr,rffut meets thl:" 'ltn;8.111,
making an eddy and lutrong cnrr<;nt, spenn whllJea were reportotld in the monthe of S"I.temllcr, October, and November.
The googI'lI.phical poaition of thiellpot, as givl'n by MeIlllU. Swift & Allen, of New Dedfonl, i" latitude 41° 10 48° N.,
",ad longitude 4f,o t.o 5QO W. Care should be taken to k&6J1 a medium temveratuce of wilter.-J. T.BnoWN.

t Thill. ground WlI.Illirllt vi8ited by th ... American fleet about the year 1859 and '\">1... then eal],'<l tb" Camilla Ground,
aftOlT the blU"k Ca,rnilla. It 1111.II bllen cruiaed upon by many of thA be"t V_JII of thl> "perm-whale JJCOlt.

§ Cll'[ltain Tripp, of the bark Pioneer, makes the follOWing cOlJdensed report of a cmiHe fOT SP(H·1l). whal,," in 18n
and 1874 nminly in the North Atill,ntic.

On July 12 he funnd sperm whales in latitude 3SO 05' N., longitude 67° 45' W., and on the 30th killed a large
whale in latitnde 350 45' N., longitude 45°50' W. August" he again 8aw sperm whalee in JutilUde :J:,o ~1' N., longi
tude 45°16' W. On the 27th took n lll.l'ge on6 In latitude :14°37' N., longitude :19° 41', W., Ilnd f,)und thl'lll on the 3tHt
in latitude 340 '37' N. and longitUde 390 41' W. On September 12 he killed two ..... hll.le" in Inlitnth):I5° K. and longi
tude 390 50' W. He or<t8lltld thllllquator, but agaiu worked to the northward and fini ..b,;,l his eTniBe.

On MllorCh 29 he killed. two whales in latitude 130 l\tl' N., longitude $7° 21'l' W" and llDothel' on April ~1j ill l(l,iltml..
130:10' N. ll,nd longitude 440 25' W. Sperm whalee were !leen on the IHt, 2,l, 3d, all,1 4th of Millo' ill the laHtudes of l;l"
36', 130 34', 130 28'. and 130 22', and in the longitudes of 440 51',44° 34',44°24/, and 4~0 20", l'llSl",d ivel~', but no Cll,tdH'S
were made; OD the ;lth he killed four whales in latitude lao 26', longitud~, 44° 28'; two on the 8th in latitUde 1;;° 18'
and longitude ,"0 49'; three on the 10th in latitude 130 08', lonj:\:itndOl 44°25', aud four on Ih.., li1lh ill hl.titutle 1;~0 51)',
and. longitude 45° 22'. On the 13th sperm whales were _n in latitude lao Ol:l' amll"ugitnd., MiO 14', hut non.. were
killed. Ji'ntm that time on he had "greasy Inck." On the 19th h", killed thrm' whales hl li.tit"d" 13° U6', lonj:\:itude
46" 2fi': One was killed July 21 in latitndll340 and lougitude 44° 12' ; two Oli Augu8t 1 in latitude 34° 45'; one on "the
lOth in latit.ude 34°13', longitwlQ 4(lO 17' j two os the 20th ill IMjtude 31" 26', 1l;'ngitude 50°, and one larg6 one on

.the i5th inl.titude 310 and longitude 500. ICe eruiBed in thielocallty fourteen months a-nd obtained 1,100 barrelB of
IIp<<aR 00.-.1. T. BBOWN.
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vesseli'! found good whaling' 011 the "HiveI' La PlatA'! Ht'oundn ex:tAmding from latitude 300 to 400

south, and from :JO to 25() miles oft~:,;hore, The J'waiilon hen_' was from September to May, aud the

whales t-aken were of all sizes. A fBW ,'essels continue to cruise on all th(,8e groumls, meeting

with moderate 8UCceSll, Large whales have also been fouurl quite plenty in latitude 450 to 47°

south, lOIlgitude 5;';;0 to 600 west, where ahips cruise from Xovember to l\fay.

Passing' aeross to the east side of the ocean WEl find g-oml w]Jalin:r ground:s along th{\ coast

of Africa, also arouml the islands of Ascem,i(Jn alJd St. IIdt~na. 'l'he principal resorts are in

latitudes 40 to 230 south, longitude \;)0 to ]00 west; aronlHl SL Helena; latitude 340 south,

longitude 00 to 70 Wl'>it; abo a, rew dl:'f:,'Tc pI,; east of the meridiHll ill tIll' samp latitude; and on the

"Carroll Ground" in latitude 32° south, IOllgitude 7° eal'1. The time for cruising on the more

southern of the above grouwh if! from September to UaYl and farther north during the whole- .
year.

SOUTH PACrFlC GROUNDs.-Sperm whales are often keen off'Oapp Born~ and it is the opinion

of most Whaler", that they paRI'; from one oceall to tbe other in tb('ir migral ions. Captain Seabury

writes that he hM himself on t,Wtl oeeasi 011 s taken lal-ge Rperm w lla1f~s withiD sight of land off this

cape. The grounds ill the Pacific llllve been exceedingly pm1Hahl('.From t,he time of their dis

covery in 1788, b;y Nantucket whalmn>:n in all Ell gll",ll -,,~'hale.shipl dates the great prosperity of

the Rperm·whale fisher,Y which l'eaehf'd its climax ill th(~ year 1837,

One of tbe most important and extellsiw_ j!rouud8 ill the tlolltll Pacific Ii COl off the mast or Chili,

extending from latitude 350 to 4-GO >;oltth, and fmID tlJ.--. toast 200 mi!t'H 00' shore, Within thege

limits there are some specially f;1VOT;l,blc" ~"otf;, I1R around the i>ilalld of IIuafo, near the 80UUt e]H]

of UhiIoe Island, off ~\locba Island, aUll off tile port of 'l'alcahnalJO. Around tlJe island", of .JU'111

Fernandez and !lIa:->afueru, and from thest' i."lalJd" h, ]tmg;it,lHh· (j00 we"t, an, good grOlllJd". Ships
cruise here amI fartber ,'!outh from Septemher to ]:Ia;\", and ~OHl('t.iIIW." tbrou,ghout the year, find

ing mostly large whales.
!)a\olging- thrth(~r north we corue next to tilt; ArcheI' Ground, whicl:l lies in latitude 170 to 20'

sOIIt,II, lougitude &1° to 9(;0 w~st, where I<hips cmise throughout the year, cavtllring large wlwlci".

From the ArellPT Ground, all along the coa~t to PatJama Bay, in latitude 80 north, from the

:;l1ol'c to 900 west longitnde, many li{l(~rnl whales ha H~ been takell. A long the coast from latitude

110 ttl 180 soutb, also fl'Qm latitude WC to 140 ~o1tthl longitndl' H60 to 9(JO WI-'st, wpte formerlj

noted cruising p]ac.el'>. The llltter i>l called tIl\'. "Callao Ground," Hlltl iR Ntill \'bitetl hy a few ..bipR

tll<tt cruil;(J througl10Ut the year, taking med illm /;ized bull wlJa.lei': .I'.'ieldiugo fmill 40 t(l (it} barrds

of oil each.

One of the ruO£lt important !o\"rounus ill Hili South Padfic extend;; from latitude {J0 south to

:!o north, and from the coast of Peru to IOllp:itucle 930 west, embracing tilt; (;-alapa~(ls IshUids.

" ~Iost of the whales fonnd hew," says Ca-ptai II Seabury, "are cows and caIn>!';, tllOUgJI occa_"iollal1:-,'

:t liwge bull whale is cilptumd. The li~rg(' wlwle is quite oftell i0I11)(1 :1 (ll' 4 miJN.; from the sdwal

of small Oncs. After striking oue of a sehool the 0:be1'8 Rometilll~~ ~top a1'(Jund the fal'lL whale.
which it; (~alled 'bringing to' 01" brougbt. to,' when ('<tell of ttie fOUl' boats ma.y fasten to a whale.

:\Iore freqnentl;r the rel'\t start off aftl'r tIle first boat strikes <l,THIaT(; tmr8uf'll hy the boats."

l\fatl,Y IllhipEl have cruifled on the OffHhore Ground, extending from Ja.titl1de ao 30' to 50 30'

!'louth, aud from longitude 1000 to 120° west. The scaROIl bere htsts during the whole year, and

[,he whales ta.ken are of all Rize81 thou gh the majority al'l~ .yonIlg' bulls. l'helle whales go in schools,

a.nd the larger the 8ize of wh:~le t,l1c smaller is the number. ThiK gronnd Wail discovered in

the year 1818 by Capt. George W. Gardner in the ship Globe, of Nantucket, The WhalerS had

been orui8in/i( aJong the coast of South America when Capmin Gardner concluded to find new
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fields; and jll }liB search he CnliMd ()H~r Ille groulld exientlillg from Jatifudf' [jo w 100 ,~OlHJ.l; liDO

from longitude 1050 to 1250 west.; where whales were fonTHI in gl'HfLt nnmlwrR. Thif; new field

was christened th~ '~Offshore Ground," and contiuueH to thio; day a favorite rlJsort of Pa{~ifie

whalers.
On a belt of ocean from latitud,~, 20 llurth to ~o south and t>xtendiug a·(~ro~>; the Paeitlc froDi

tbH west coast of South Amt'.rica, large numbers of Bperm whales hi1v~, l.wml tak('u, e.'lpe(~iall,\

from lOllgitude 1100 to 1300 west, and al,;o around .Jarvis Island :uHl tll(' Kiug',; !'tlill GmIlJl. Ttle

whalef! taken near the, equator are generalI:r of the smaller kllld.

Vessels have cruised with "Orne 81ICCe.'lS around the nIarqlH'flaf! TslaIJ(l~. 1"ow aud Hocieties.

Kavig-ator's lslands, tl.w Fiji group, anu nmll/ld N<;1I' Z{'~1hrld and Austmlia,. Tlw uw"t J10ted

part of the New Zealand Ground is 20 mnt'.~ 1>ollthcaRt lLOIl s()uthwest from Fn·nch U.ock, whicll

lies ill about latitnde :31 0 30' sOllth, 10llgitu(le 17!P west, Other resorts indllded Oil the New Zea

land Ground are on the Vll.SqIWS Grouud, ill 1<ltitude aGo sOllth, longitulle lH"o we~l; from lati.

tude 360 to 380 8outb, longitude 1640 ttl 1660 west; around the Thrt'l~ Killgf;, ill latitude 32°

SQuth, longitude. 1700 to 1750 east; 40 to 80 mil"s oft· sf.[()l'e f'a,;t-lJOrtlwa1>t fro III J\lollganui allrl

east-southeast' from CaJll,l Brei. j around Stewart'/'; hlalld, thl' SlJare.~, a.nd Chatham I8 bUJ(lf>.

Sperm whales have sometimE's been found ahundant all arouud Xew Zealand. Laqw schools of

gn~lttsperm whales abounded here mOl>e than on allY other wb,\lill;! ;;;1'01111 (1. Captain Seabury flays

that "several ships Oft{~11 get inlo a sehool of tlwiol8 whale..; at oue lime, ('[tell v('Sse] tJl.kin~

one or more wbales that yield 100 barrl'1~ of oil. 'fhl' seaSOn for {~rnisillli: at the extreme ."outh if!

in tlw summer montho:, or' from Septetnbt'l'to April, aut! on tlw lIortherll groulld YI'8!o'f'I,:; t'ruise

throughout tbe year. Hurric<lIlC'\ a.ft~ sometiuw,; encountf'reti offtJ:w Nayig'Mor'o:lsland;: and FrejH'/J

Rock, so that oulS the belst of V(,,,;sels ar(', sellt therl'."

Sperm whales were once aVl1mbut all dw WHy Hcross frol1l N\·W' Zt'nbml to Awstralii/, allll

aronud TasD:lallia.; also along the shore!'o of AU.'ltrali a, au d llf'ar W I'e(·k l{.(~er, arll\H<tl ~('w lrc.land,

the Solomon !Islands, New Guinea, Kerumdec ll:llaud8, New Calellollin. all(l"Xew Gl'OI'.l!ia. Banlo'r

Bay, New Ircilloud, wa;;; a noted IliaCI'.
XOR'l'H PACIFIC GIWUNDS.-Tbc lllORt ilUporlallt gToUllll ill tlH' ~orth Piu;ific for Ioa.ny ypars

waf! off the coast of Japltn, first vi8ited by whaling vessels in 18:!H. Arollnd tIlt' H(min 1l-llund;,;, in

latitude 2;0 north} lougitu(ie 140('> west, was also a Doted ground. Vpl'sLOlt< l'I'UiHed an till' way

from latitude 2Ho to 320 north, and longitUde 1650 wel:lt to 1650 ('a1>t. The Japan Gro\llld

inclnded tlll:l region from the coast. of .Ia-pan soutLt,ast to Bonin Is]anlh" :H:rO;;S to 16;jO west

longitude. The seasol1 wa-s from !Ia,r to Non.'UJ{»::r, during wIdell rilllt' gwatquantlties ()foil were
frequently taken. The whales were mOl'tly hU'ge bulbi, Hntl lllfllly of tllrm Vt'ry old, as was showll

by their teeth.

Capt. vVilliam M. BMlles, formerl;y of New Bedfonl, writ!'!':: "Tll('H~ is lIOW (ISS1) not It single

spt'rm whaler in the North Padlit: Ocean, and ill certain jlartl'l of il) as 011 tbe old ,J apan Ground, tll(~

Arctic cruisers in croll.l-ling baVI'lately ..('en sperm whales in ilJ(Teasing llUllJ Iwril.." J)uriIlg the willt,'l"

Heasou ill the north\.'rn hel.llil\phere \]11\ Arctic whalen; oel~al-lio\lal1y ~1't'lJ(l a f,'\\" Illtlllth" lllllong t,ile

islands of the \Vestern Pacific, but otht'rwise these !argv gr()(llJlh; :lrt~ llOW S{·ltlOlll. re~orkd to h.\·

whalemen, In ma.ny cases the sperm whah~rs find it diftienlt. to fill tlwir (~a,~J;:f\ with i"}Jerru oil, and

HO assist in making up their cargo by spending a few monthlol ill "hllmp!l,lekiuf!-"

Spenn,whaling was former!." carried on with good /';[HltJf'~R around UH: Ladnme 18Iamh", al~l)

in th", 800100 or Mindora Sea'l, and around till:< Ell~llIldia !i;lalH}s, wlH're I>-hips eontiuued to crui~e

uutil within about three years. The whales were generaII;r yt:"ry ;;maU, and mostl;r oows with

calVe&. A great deal of calm. weather and strong curr(\ut8 ar<.', fou u<l a.round these iSl:Ullll; Slid seas.
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We come IlOW to the ground~ Oil the ~asterll side of t,ho North Pacific. III former years maoy

!Ships cruised. around Oape San Lncas, neltr the Gulf of Ualifornilt, and along the eoltst of Lower

California from 10 to 50 miles off shore. 'Vhales of larg-e size were taken hprc in the winter months

l.l;)-' ves~w18 that had spent the summer on t.he J apall Ground. Arouud tlle Maria IlShLllds, Ileal' San

Bias, on the Mexi{~aJl coast, wllalell Wl1rtJ quire onIOn ilHlIlti; also in tlle Bay of J'anama from the

eoa8t to 900 west, longitude, and farther west ill the Ol:ean from latitude 40 to go north, longitude

100° to 1100 west. in tbe viduity of Owhyhee Iwd other parts of tIm Sandwich lsJilnds vessels
met with fail" ISnee('88.

INDIAN OCEAN GROUNDS.-The priucipa.l resortlS of vessel" ill tltis ocean weI'{' off l'ort Daullhin

<tud around l1ad.nga~(~luill the Moz:1rnbique CltanueJ; 'around the itilands of Mauritius and Bourhon

and the island of Houerique; around the Amirante Group, and St')'chdle a.nd Comore ISlands; off
Zanzibar ltud aloll~ the east coast of Africa to tbe Red St'a; oft' tbe illland 80cotra; along the,

ArabiaIl coast; around the Laccadive T8lands and the island of Ceylon. Other I'{'><orts nrealong

tIle west and 80u1,0 coast-II of Australia, cspecia.[Jy in tIle vicillif.y of Cap~; Leeu win autl (IiI' SImrk's

Bay, Oil the grollnd ext-t-'lltling from latitude JOO to 230 south, long'itude 1070 to 11 ()O ea~t. From

March to July ships cruise several dt:g"rees off shore to the west of Australia and 1i'Ol1l October

to May noor the land. The l\Umhl1f of Ameriean wllalillg vessels visiting tlle Indiau Ocean bas

been gradually dimitJishing for lS(weml years, and ill 1::;80 110t a 8ingle ....essel from the United
1-3tl1tes wellt thore for sperm oil. A fleet of about el(~Vell sail of ....e88els, bl.'longing at. T:uilllalli3" j~

cligaged mostly in sperm whaling, and some ;)"('a1's tlw:y lTlf'{>t witll g'ood sue('.es~.

SPERM:.WllA.LE GROUNDS 1;;[ 1840. - 'rho prilwipal ground,; visited b.y ~perm whalers about

tue time of the greatest prosperity in this tilSllt'ry ale fJnn; de.'<tTiueu II} Commander Wilkes, of tIle

Un'hed States Exploriug Expedition:
, " Tht1 following embraces all tho difl'el"ellt gJ'oJluds ill the Pauifie visited by om whalers:

.. (1) 'rho olt-shOl't\ gr-oulHl; that include,; the \\"llole (>xtellt, tJf ocean alOllg the eoast of Cllili and

1'1\!'U from the ishtnd of .Juan Ferualldez to the Galapago~ hlaUds.
" (2) rl'h(~ off~shore ground; being thtl tipace b(>,tween latitu(}l;J 50 and 100 south, longitude 90°

a ud l~OO west.
"(a) In the neighborhoo(I of the Haw:J.,iian Islands.

.. (4) In ttw neighborhood of the Society Islands.

"(5) Iu till' neighborhood of the SamOan Group.

"(6 In tbe neighhorllo()tl of the Fiji Group.

"(l) III tlw neighborhood of t.he King'!> Mill Group.
"(8) Along and to t.he .I>nutIJ of the equator, fmm the ~oastofSouth America to the King's Mill

(}rOllp.

"(9) Across tIl e SOiltll Pacific, ])(\tween the pa rallels of 210 and :no south.

" (10) ACf()1'.i'\ the North Pacific. between i he parallels of ~iO 1md .%0 north.

"(1 J) In till' ltPigl1 borllOod of the east coa,;t of Npw Zealand.

"(1~) In the mitltUe grouurl bfJtween New Holhwd anrl New Zea.land.

" (13) 'l'ltt' coast of ,Japan, and hetween it awl Bonin Islands.

"(14) The lIort,bweRt COlll>t, of America.

"(15) Ooa"t of Oaliforuia.

"Tlw"e, it will he St'en. embrace a lar~e field, and it mi~ht be supposed that a ahip could
hardly miHM tllltliuA" the aniwal>!. Such, however, iH not the calle. A ....essel mar visit all these

places, ItIJd yl't return home a' clean ship,' if she happened to be out of season. It appears from

6:qJerience that whale&, in their migrationa congregate in the above-named plaoos a.t certain times
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of the yea.r, and thO!'~e wbo are acqnainted with the bmdness endeavor to be early on the crnising

gronnds. I shall now point out the times, according to the best information, at which the whales

visit the several grounds, and, although not a Whaler, I h!Jpc to give such information a~ may be
useful to this Cla~B of my countrymen.

"For couvenience of description, the (~I'uisillg-groull(18 may be considered as inclndell within

four sections or belt,.'1.
" These belts are from 20 to 25 degrl:!l:'8 of latitude in width.

"The first of which [ spea,k is th<\t between the equator and t.he Dorthern tropic; the second,
hetween t,lIe tropic and 500 nort.h; the third, bet\....een the equator :lIJd the "outbern t1'ol'ie and
latitmle 500 south.

"Virithin the tropic" ",hah~s are a.lrnost alwa'y1i to be met, with. Therl' are, however, IJal'ticlilar
places within this zOlle where they ehiefiy e(,lllgregate. W·IHI.1el> aTe [oHml ill t.he .first belt OIl the

lJOrt.h side of the equator, to the sout.h \~·a.r<1 of the Saml wieh Island", 3 lit! theHet\ Wt'o:.t.ward as far
a" the .:\lulgrtt,m islll.wl.'l, for th(l greah\l' part of the yea.r; hut t,ll(' ollly Rpot or spaet' they nre

known to abound in a~ auy Il!tl'ticular l:Ieai;OIl, within Ulis belt is to the westward of the Galapa

gos; they pass ana repass over t.he rest of 1l1i;; SIlace in their migratiou:,;, and may ~eueraJly be

ibund near to or aronnll the small islands.

'" In the !;(Ic(llld hfllt l,lH!',\" range from the eoast or Japan to the norttn\'t:st coast of America alld
California; tlli.':> they frequent from May t.ill Nm·ember. III the month of .lnly they are :Iimml off the
Bouiu Islandi'l, and between them anti the 1'0<181. (If .Japan. They fre1luellt. tIle ~l>ace lying to the nort.h·

ward of the Hawaiian lslmld", a.nd eompre!J<:'IHleu IH.'twecJI tIlt) p:lral1t"ls of :!~o and .1i)0 north; and

within the meridia.ns of 14!)O ::lIld 151.i0 we>:l, from .lmw to ()ewlwr; amI n'i<ort to thl' northwest

coast of America in Augu1Jt and St'pt.fJlIl her, Hml to that (If {):tlifornia ill Xon,lllber and .January.
"The t,hird belt ()()Jnprise" t.he oeean from j lit· eO;l,l-\t of SOUl h Ameril'a t n till' King's ::u ill Group,

including Hw l't1arque8a1i, Soeiet,y, aIlu Friendly lshtDIls, the SauHlHll anu Fiji Groups. Within

these are spacP8 known as the au-shore and ofl'-.,>hore gronnds. 'fhe lath,r t)le whaler!:l frequent

from November to :February, and along tbi", belt they a,re foundulltil the llJonthll of .July :wd Au

gust., h.y which time they reach the King's Mill aDd Fiji G roup8- 'l'htJre are, however, straggler~ to
be met with in this space during all seasons.

"'I'he fourth bolt extonds from the southern tropic to Ule latitude of ~)llO ROnth. Til(' most

profitable t.ime for cruising within it is ill the months of March, April, l~l](l :;\la.y, t.o f.}w ealltward

of New Zealand. After tbat date, along and between the pltl'l1llel,; of 220 awl 280 !'louth. from the

coa8t of New Holland to that of South America. The portion of 8ea het.wcen New Holland ltnd

New Zealand is called the 'middle ground,' and is freqnelltl~- /ilUUd yerJ profitable.
"From an examination of the particul:<,r IDealities in which whales are fOUlld most at certain

Sl'l-lSOni'l, and COIlllecting these with rn~" OWl) obscryatioDs on currents, I am induced to believe 1,11(\

pliLtleS of their resort will point more oorrectl:\o' to the nentral points or spaces of no current, than

any other da.ta that we yet P08SP,sS:

"These must necessarily become the rendezvous, or feerling-places, of theRe animals. The.
determination of these points will, there.fore, throw additional Iigh~ on the OIystems of currents in

the ocean, by pointing ont the neutral spaces. The cbief resort 6'1 whu,les will be seen on tho map

at one view; and wben these are connected with the cnrrents shown W exiat by the ob~enationB

of the expedition an3 others, they will be found to oorreRIKlud in a remarkable manner with the
neutral SpiW{>.B.

:' I have myself paid muoh attention to acqniring information in relation to the position of

tbese grounds from the ~aster8 of wha.le-ships, but have usually found their reportB at variance
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one with another, and they l1ay(\ SometillH'fl differed as milch as [j degrees in aSRigning their limits.

Their posit,ion, no doubt, varies ruueh in diil'erent y",ars; but even this will not, explain all the

discrepancies of tlHI statement,;.
:: If we examine the :;;ea:;;onR of tl.w appearance of whales at certain islands, they will generally

be found to be hetween the beginlJing and the fond of the ;;ummer of tilo climatf', dnring which

tinw animal life is lllO$t pl'Olific., aud the food of the whale eOTlseqnently abounds near the par.
t.icular group, I ilave freq 11 en tly benn told, and it i;; generall.\' believed, that whales are partial to

warmth, a,nd frequent few ll\;wes outside the tropics, This, if true, would be 8ingular enough;
but the m:till reason for tileir frequentill~ thl~ SUlOmer scm; at particular seaSOlllS is the procure·

ment of food, which iii there to bt, f(mnd ill gn~ltte.r abundance; and ther(' a.ppears to be little

doubt, that ill migrating' the:;;{' animals move with the currents until they fiIld their food in plenty,

and then cOllliuue in .such locality until it is exhausted.

"A number of ill~talleeJolare klJown, '" '" '" in which, at certain seasons, strong currents have
been e:xperienc('d in pl,t(;es where t.lm'e lIloutl),,; afterward they were found to have ceased altogether,
or even to haV{1 changed tlwir din'etiMJ. I hav" now particular reference to the northwest coast.

"IIa.ing pointed (I(]t the different belts in thll Paeific, I will uow refer to the localities in the

Atlantie and 11Hlian Oneaus where the sperm-whale ihdwry is most sue'Je8sful.

"'Ihesl~, in like manner, are found to eorr('spond, and are connected witb tile ob!>tructions of
ib(~ submariue currents, or the plal~e" where, fl'OUl oppol"iug' currents, t11e.... become lost.

I' lu the Atlantic 0eean: (1) Ofr l;lH., Azores or Westem blands; (2) off the Cape de Verdes;

(:}) north of Bahama Bank,;; (4-) Gulf of Mexico; (5) CariLbeal.l Sea.; (fl) to the eastward of the

Windward Islands; ej) north coa"t of Bmzil; (8) south coast of Brazil; (9) Carrol Grouud, or a
spac(l of ocean lying uetweeu St. Helewt a,nd Africa,

U In tb,l Indian OeeilTl: (l) OIr th,l souih end of .Madaga8cal', and between it and Africa; (2)

otf the Hortl) emlof Madagaseal'; (3) the eoast of Arabia; (.4) west coast of Jaya; (5) northwest
(~{\ast of New Holland; (6) south coast of Sew RoHand, and between it and Vall Diemen's Lund.

"Th.' period:;; of time allotted to the''le ii"heries coilleille with the time at which it might be

{'xpeded tllat. t.lle rooa of tile whal(l w(lllid be mo.'\t plentiful if brought by the polar streams.

"The A tl autie fi<ihery is, fiJf tile mos!, part, earriml Oll in a smaller cl ass of vessels than tho.se
used in tliePacifie; the voy~tges are of less duration, a'lld less capital is therefore required in this
hUl:liness than the other. III speaking of tbe cruising·grounds, I shall follow the order in which
they are visited.

"l'ue first In point of ti:Jm~ is that near the Azores. This ground does not extend more than
:!UO miles from these i!,;}allds, and lies prillcipally to t,he southwest of them. Here whales are
fuund during the .~ulIlmer montll::l, and as late as October. 'fhese islands, it will be well to

remark ]W1'll, lie in tiltl route of tile great lIorth polar stream, and form an obstruction to its pwssage;
cotl1:lequelltly the food is arre.sted in its progress, and is accumulated here.

"Tile Iwxt g'rOIUHl ,i"ited is oil' C<I)le Blanco and the Oap.e de "Verdes, and it iR also searched
by the olltwanl-Oollnd o;hip..- of the l~aci1ic fleet. '1'lJe whalers of t.he Atlantic next pass to the north

coalit of Brazil, in tile mouth... of October, November, and Dec6fu.ber, and thence to the Brazil
Bauk, and oft'tIle lllOUtlJi:l of the"Uio de 1<1, Plat<t, where tlJe'y fish iu January ami Feol'ullr;y; after

this they l;cek S,tiut IIe.lcna awl Carrol Grotl.lHl, which lies from 50 to 200 miles south of that
"if

i.,>land, toward the Gape of Good Hope_ On the latter ground tiley remain duriug tbe months of

March, April, aud jlay i and thence they vass to the westward alollg the Sooth American coast,
to tlJe ea8tward of tbe Windwal't! Islau(h'l; tbence to the Bahama Banks, Cape Ha.tteras

t
llond

along the COO6t of the United Stares, borne.
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.. The small(~r cla!:'s of whalers seldom extend their cruisingi> to the south of the lillC, but after

they ha.ve vit'lited the first two whaHng-ground~the;y u8uall;-,' I>aRs to the westwar(j toward the

island of Fornando de N oronlJa, allli theH(~e along the SOlith American coast until tllt'S reach

the \Vindward island". 'I'hey freqm;ut U.w Ual11)beau Sea ill the Illollth~ of .lanuary awl F\;\))·

mary, and fart.her to tlle we,;twal'll oft' tlw p('l.lil.l:'mla. of Ylwa tall and Cuba in A pMl; after whielJ

t,ime they proct\cd through tbe G 1I i f of ;\1 exieo tn uru ise nfl' UI e I~ahama Enllh ami Capu llatteras

ill Ma.y. Thence the:JT pass northward, on dther side of tlw Gulf Stn,alll, t-o the eastern sioe of

t,1.Ie Grand Banks.

"In the)ndiall OC('Rll, tlIt' l:;uutlJ part of ]\:faJagilOlcuI', o:lfl'ojnt DllllplJjn, ii> dsited in March

aud April; in May, ,Tune, and ,July the gnmud (lJJ the 1'!outhwest coast of l\1adag-al'ear, in the

l\Iozambique Channel, amI upon both ;;irJes of tllllt n!lnnuel. TlJe whalers 1\;;lwll,\c r.'cruit in Saint

Augustine's Bay, when, ~IlPIJliC'f; an~ t.P bl:' lmJ ill abUlIditllel', amI hoth w(,od and water are ea8ily

procureu. After this I.ht':5'- U;;fpl.ll.\' ''<lWllll !,lOllI!' tim~· Mr CalW Corrientp:,:_ witb tbl:' e:lpf' ami hl~ad

lauds 011 either side, and vilSi!. tho C\)UJ(/I-O 1;;1-.:;;, Spl'rm whale" iHT frPI]lwlJtly found in unruh",Ts

among these is]anu.s, amI IShjp_" n"ually do well in tlwir Yieillity. The Afrje;au eoast. frolll :'Ilozam

bique to Za.:£lzihaT, is good grolllld, and the l<ltt,<r iii a1."o ,~ goud vort for repairing.

II Some I_,hips ~xtend their cruising dlll'ing the northeast 1ll01l;;O()1l, fi'om Octoher to April, to

the Amhian coast, but thl' Afrieaa is ;":'enerally l'rd'el'rt'rl. Tbe Chago'S Archipelago at times

affords some> success, but it is Yt>ry dOli htful groulId, and ha!' not otb'II [wen frt'!}1wnte<1. The

proper seal';on is during tbe HllH.llWI.·st l!IfllI:"O{JIl.

;l(The lllO"t prOfitable grounu iu tlw luliia.1l Q,!.,·au i" the wet't alii] IlQrtlJweHt, coa"t of New

Holland, as far eastward a:,; tbe i"la,lllls or 'l'jrnor, IJom1wch, and Angier, and we"rwa.rd to the

KeeliQg Islands, including the coast of Java... "
l'It will be per<;ei\Ted bow nearly thl'r;e grOlUH!;; eoincide with tbe v1aej·,!, wherein, aeconling

to the viflws already sta-ted, the polar streams ah" ollstrnded IIy lund Or islands, so as either to

interrupt their COUfOle or creat.f' lmch all impediment ar; t(. j'haIlg't' it.

,j The Sooloo Sef1 is tlJe only place tlmt remain/:! to Otl llotimld. American 8bip/:!~ however, have

8eldoIU gone thither, but English vessels are mpol'ted as ha,ving lllPt with much success there."·

(b) RHHI'I'-\VnALE G-ROT:l'WS.

GEOGR.APRIOAL DIST.RllH:i'1'ION 01<' RIGHT WHALBS.-Tbe right whale (Bubala:na) is fonnd

in various part" of the world a8 far uorth as latitude 610 .10', at the .month of Hudson Strait, and

i>outh to the Antarctic OCellU, thou~h it is rare in the warmest Lttitudes. This whale, of which

there are several species in the different OG-ealll';, illUl.'It not be (~()UfOUlld(,d with the bow-ht,ad,

or polar whale, which is called right whale by mauy whalmucn, thou~h quite di$tinct from it and

inhabiting much colder rraters, tlw bow·he:ul being an ice wlwk J1IHl tlw right a temperaw llTbale.
1'he principal ri ght-wh aling ground!": east nf A mll-rica are i II the Sou rbAtluutic, while in the

Pa-cific Ocean they are of about ~Dal imll()l'tance hoth north and ;louth of tile {,ropie.s.

NORTH A'L'LANTIC GROUNDs.-The North Atlantic groul\'!s for thi" specie/> a.re few in uuw

ber. They are taken during t,lJe summer ID()ut.hl'; 0.11' the southern end of Greenland and to a

limited extent in tbe·'lower part of DaTIs Strait, t1f'.)j,l' Resolution l~lalltl. Along the eastern
COlUilt of the United StateS they are occasionally captured by shore whalp,men, especially at the

wha.liug sta.tiOUti in North Caroli:na.. During the winter wonths whalers fiud t,hem on the Hatteras

• Narrative ofWilkM'!l U. B. Ex:p~oriUlf Ex:pedition. vol v,
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Grollnd, in t1l(> Gulf of :'Ilexieo, IITHI in the Uaribbei1l1 Sea. A ti~w small vessels h:lNe cruised with

illditli~l'l'l1tc-lwces~ for rig-ht whales a.]ong the W"iit coast of Africa, ill latitude 150 llortb, and ill

C~lltet' Bay. ahout lntitnde 3:P north. At no partieular plaee ill the North Atlantic are they now

ahunuunt, t.l..lllnp;h tilt'.\' were t'ofwcrl.• taken in great lllllJl hers 'clo~tJ to the New England shore,

and e~aO'"ward of the :Yewj(lUIllJ.laud ti8hing·hulJks,

SOUTH ..'.\.TL;\)'lTIC G-iWI~NDs.-The lUost noted grllullds for right 'whales at the commencement

of" Hw right.wh~\ll' fislwry in the last ecntury were 0tI' the Clll1stS of Brazil aud M Patagonia, on what

Wl'rlJ <.;:l!lcd t.llc ., Brazil," 01'" Maill," and" PaIse Bank.A," alllll>!'.pecially uetwl'en the thirty-sixth and

t he tift .'-Iillli p,ll'allel" from Ow com;t to :UP we.,t longitude. The most importaut ~pot~werlJ on awl

:1.110nt UlI' j\,llllve hauk,.; and from latitHde 3<S::> to 450 ROUih, and longit.ude 380 to 41)0 west. Right.

whah~,,, Wl:'J"(' al,.;o fJuik atlllildant in thl' vicinity of lIw J.'alkland Islalids, \vbicb were nn,t visited by

onr whaleulPl) i nl'j"j'4; lW;l!' tb,· Trif\tan l~lalldl'\, betwl~('n latitude 280 to 4~c soutll, and from till:'

llll'Tilliali 10 ~OO W('."j hHlg-itlllll', wa" calh~d thf~ "'fristan Ground," alld was a favorite cruisiug

plaf:e. G(HHI wilaling- Wai< U.Ji<O found from latitude 34° to 4;)0 Routh anll l()l1gjtUlII~240 to 2,s0

WlJRt. O,h"r import.a,ut g"rolllld" WNI:l along the west cvast of Afrh;a from hltitllde 220 to 320

ROl1tlJ, Ill' to till' 0alH' of Good Hope. 3hipR met wi.h great f\Ueee8'; on tbe Bon th Atlantic ground;;

till' mall.\" ~-('al''', twd it wa" not an UlleOlJllllllU oecurrence for ve8sehi of from ] ,riOO t.o ~,500 barrels

1\:IjH1ei t.,v to till up antI ret.1H1l home from the South Atlantic in one scwwn, tuuking tbe voyage in

IhJlJ..I "",,veu to 1.,('n mflilths.

'rill' g-rollmls more l,:utieularly \" isitt\d at, the pre8ent day in tbiR ocean an' around the 'l'ristan

Islauds ill la1.itudv :1Uo to ;1.',0 ,"outh. longitude 100 to' 250 >n~~t, from September to January; on

t·\I(' l',)c-t ('0:1,;1 of Soull.J Amprica ill latitul1l' 30° to 3;;° south, from :\lay to August; and from
Spph'JlIi WI" to .111 [I(' alou1,; tile roast of P:lU'lj:!;ouia in h.titntl(\ ·t!O to ;~,~O souIll. Tile whales caught

aI"(' of 111/.' ],l';.:"U hu· ri p:ht-.,,-hn l(~ !4]l('r.u's, the hull wllell full j:!;I"OWlJ :dddillp: frmu 4U to (HI barrels of

oil :lllll llw now from 00 to 80 hal'l"els, 01' ahout GO baudl,; on all average, Tile whalebone aver

a~l\A ahnm ;wo IHHIW.b t.o 1()() harrels oil in the bnll, amI 400 to GO!) POUlHb to 100 ba.rrols oil in
tlw I'OW W]I:I k.

I:C;;Du:'I O('I~A~ A"O Ron'nl l'A.CIHIC G1WtJNDS.-\Ve now pass the Cape of (;ood Hope to
tlh~ rig·ht. ,,-i!n,k ground" ill till' Indian Ocean, all of which are at pn\sent l'lltirel;\· abandoned by

tlw A((H'l'ieall". 011 W:lll,Y pOlT1"" .)f the ocpau lying hetwpcn the parallels of 200 t.o 50° Routh, and

I"f'Olll IOllgitlllk 1:'\" fn ,"00 !~ilAt, right whales were found ablIudallt ill former :rear8, and a few

"hip,; C(lntiU1H'd Ul ernisl~ t.lllwe up to ISm, thon~h llIost of the whales have IWlm kill('d or driven

InUll t hi' ;:roull(l. Ttl(' most: important placeR within tbese limits of latilllde and longitude we:e

at Ddal!o BOl,Y. in lati"mltl :!Go Routil, lougitutlH ;320 east.; east of Cape of Good Hope, jlL latitude

:150 to _:,:-1 8 "011 th, longit.ude :\00 to ;)50 east; around tllfl Crozet.tc Islalld8, in latitude 450 to 470

"ulIth, anti longitnd(~ 49° to 52() ('aRt; in the vi(~inity of St. Paul's Island, in latitude 320 to 380

I'<onth, IOll,g'itude 70° to sno east; 11ml neal' Kerguelen Island, in latitude 480 to 500 south,lollgi·
twli; llf)o (n jlP WI'Sf..

The ",'a"'lll foJ' cruising- ill the Indian Ocean is the same as ill the SOllth Atlantic. 'fhe beat

1ll0l1th" j~lr whalillg oft:"ho I'{' a.re from September to May, and when insl.Jore more whales are

taken in till' Willl'PT mouthS, wh(1ll they can be found around the i8]andf\, near the rooks, and

among the kelp or ;;('a.wPcd. The whales in thil; oooan are sma.lIer th:\n those taken in the South

At.lalltic, ilveragi tlg 4-0 barrels of (Iii fHId 240 pounds of' bone for the bull, and for the cow whale
60 b:UT!'I" of oil null ;:1Il0 pounds of hOlle, Or GOO pounds of bone to 100 barrell'! of oil.

I II former ~·el1rs right wbales were found quite, plenty on the west and south coasts of Australia,

e8peei:lll~' at. Cape Leeuwin, G-cographe Day, and King George Sound. They weNl al80 taken
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around Van Di~me(\~l'>Land, or T%Ill11Uia, whi.th pl:.wJe, f{)t th~ past hm y'l.'M8, hilS empl()'y~d It fie,et,

<11' ~kveuH~&8e18 .• prilli.',iIltI,.!ly hi th~ "lpemF\l>hlll~ tl>;hery in t4h; ctc1nit~·, III tlw year U172 nitlR,t-een

"1.:.'813t'I~, llJl);lSUr.lllg 4,Hli t,C>DS. hd011glNl at l'a:smania, llmI Pl'WlllCP!l 112 IntrreliS (If whale ail and
Z,712: barI'd~ of Rp~I'm oiL

The l1il:ioity ~)f Ke" Zellhtnd w~"" mwA' lUI lmparbtuf right.whalilig' ~tQutld, l'wd i.e. l;uH oeM,.

siwli!ll)" ,isiMd by veli:sdc;; tJwt mef!t Wil,h IJH1il~J'ate 8ucn(>l>c;, ti>kiIl~ both right a.nd 8perffi whales.

'I'llt! grolllldl3 ate hoth ilJ.1\hore and ofigh()l'e; t1H:\ trlf.>.'4 lJ(,t.ed (If f,bOl'oi:' {){li;.I.}{)l'{', from Octoher tf)

Mar<:lt~ ;l,f{, fwm l~..tit,u,~e ;mo hI 4:,\0 M'Jutb, a.nd bllgitn,w 1040 tAt lG::i0 \'ast. tiommendng flip.

l<'.~a..'f(m to the north, Tel'S!;]," work f;Qula with the whf,.Je~. .!lnllwd tht> Attekland bland~ and ill

t,be- Vi(_~jl)it,y uf Sk'y,l.,l't,1" f"JamI. fn,U) r('w h~mt t,~ Hl{l wilw,;; Oft',>iJOTf', ;t,t'j good cnli~i1ig ~undjoj;

jd~o feNU 3fl(.> to 4ti0 "(JUO. l&titu(lI', and WOo f'51f;t to Hi(JO west longitud(',

R,i/1Lt wlull(';; Wo€'!'(l taken iu ,i,lmn~la/l(w off ttl"" e9iU!t \If Ohm a\lOllt forty yeltU': ag<l, and a fl''X

Y/lss('1s st.ill vrai~a -in th[t'tl'iljiflit~\ waking mixed ,'oJ'<lge;; fol' ;;Jwelll aod u'hale oil. The Sf\3SOU is:

ftom Seph'mbf's 1 to JanuaTyl, on tbf' rfOl.md,,, [tom laiitlldf' ;120 to 410 "ont-h, imfl longit.nde 750

tu 8()t> Wl'''f,. Altflf' the tlf'~intling of the year \C""~.el,, work alollg' xhMt' tilw<\.rd the north <t5 far

llii htittld'il :~5Cl i«:mth, od~aO(kmal!y alJch(ll'ing ill ttw bay" and C-tui"iug' back and forth bet,woo!3

the thift~",nfthHwl tite fo,ti('.th par'aUcL" until Ma;c Ttt~ ffi/J8t noted grourrdfi a~ GonOOpCt<)ll \lud

SLVinNmt oors, tW&l' thp 1I0l't 1>1' TalMhtUllla, wheM titey thrwedy C(l..u. ght their wh:J.l:l~s und tried
(lut tht':il' oil whiJ~ \1~, allc.]wT, f>t'lDetimf\,'l t,akilii 1,01)0 b;trreJ&f)f oil ill <I- mont.b. Some VNI,'leJs U8ed

tD wint.::l' in flws(1 11:\W~, t1HmgJ.l HW..'i wen' not, "Ic'f'y BuCC('#~ful ip t.he, wi nt-e,r mon the.

NORTR l'Acmw t-rRl.Hl!XD"..-OU« of thl~ principal cruiBlug p1M"''' for right wtlalc& in this
ill;,MH i1\ that klll)Wll aA iLl'," NoJ1",bwefit, (lOast rii:ht,whll.lt< R!'ftllnd,ll or t.h~ "Kania!;;. ground,"
"itnated IH~a-r all IKla.IlU M thM, DamH o1ftbe Aliftska peninsula., and c::tteu ding frl}ffi laHtl1d& 5t)C.1 to
noc> llort,h! uuu IOl1giimk, 1300 to HlOe, wel';t. The, l».~r:t j)(lrti0J) of titi", g],()lllld lit'''' bet,wooll

btitud<:< MO to 580 nOl'th, and 1(ltlh,rltud6 14(}O t(l 1520 ('Mt. and HIe most profitable Crtti~illg !':0ason

ll'i frl)ill Aptil to O{\tlJher. Thl~ firM W1W]11lg VFJ"S"l t"i crllilliC llf:n' m\s tlll' ship Ganges.l of Nan..
tlw,keJ, CQIUilljl.ud(:\<1 by Olt{lt. Batr.iJJuI' I'ulger, This 'IHt'- iH Un" yea,f ISS5, from ",bid time unW
withi,\. a few yl}<tN; past th{l Katliak Wllf'. the most jmpt'-rt~Hlt,g-totUld north {If ~1J.e J~:pan grflulld.

The wh»,llJS ta-lwn on this gmuwl 11Nemg'e ahout 125 h<lJ'!'eIs (If llll each, the male 0(' hull lwJ,kiug

from (',(i t.o 100 baTn.Ji<~ and t,J,~) enw wlHlJt\ fl\.')JU 100 t.o 25f\ hArrol,,>, The bt>1U'l Vl'Hl I\,nmge {t,hout

1,OM pOllIldi> t.o 100 barrell,; of on, fLnd b Illllclllimger than the8»utb Sea bolle, A ruH·grtJWll

whah.~ hl;l1'e h:w aholJJ tWD llUndl~d :;hto<t of hom', "aryitJg in lcugth ff{lffi 1 t\>ot to 11 f{',et. Svm~

pf theM Whales, tlwl1g'h app&rentl)' f"l\lod when taken, prOV{l t'<l be <' dry skln~,>r making no (JU, .and

many of them &ink aft~r being kilJ€'d. The- lilulJ.ber '\.'~U'i('~ in t,hickm,,.s on liiffi'I'ent ].mtt8 ()of th~
lxldy, being f1'om [} to 15 in~h~f\ QI\ >} l00-blU.·~l wUllle, fUlIl un a 2<lO-bltlTI",] from ti tQ. IS incbe6.
The lip!l) fr{Jtti which oil i* a1w t4k~Jl, oorut'lti.m6l'l yi~ld from 8: to 10 ba,fl'~l!'l.

Rigl:tt whales &ro;' f(lund and haw, lloon captured around. the, Fox Islands and in Bristol lla;r
lll}rlb qf tho .AJiaska pl;':'rtimm.la.. In B~rill.~ ~('a:. (lloll.~ tbt~ «(Qa.~t of Kamdmtk,l., there is gwd
fight whaling;. also at the entmnce t,() OkhDt!lk Sea, and ill the lIDUtber:n PIIl't of that ooa dming
Ul€ mout.bs (If Aptll aud l!;;.y. Tlley lU'8 l~ISI) takf'-l} -in the .Japan 8-11(1 the Ydlow Seli!£. "10

former soars," say.. Be-ammon, "th0 tight whales were found on the oooot Qf Oreg<J1I, and IXX-'a

lOlotlly in large n-IUnOOffi; th~ few f.r~q.'UmtitJg tlt6 coast of California. aw 13upporn<l tt, hav';'l bootl

mer~IS atragg\t:lf'l> from their l1<Jrthern IHUlu!'I>. Somel inde&l. h&T:e bffln tak/!{l (frQlu February to
April) ~ f,\-r south 8A the l%yof SI\ll Sebll.fltmn Vill.0lJ,j.l'}4~ and ftbfll1t CeZ'toS J.$l;:tu(l. both pla.eet;

bcing near the parallel of 290 north Ja.tjtuue-.".
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(J J:' ,( ~);.,\ )'1.01.',11. PI <:'I'Ii' H' 0"" ('I J;; r\.-J)1.J..lJ WHA 1.F0,·--·j'lw howllcihl or ]lob-r wuah\ jt; IllI'

,"]H'('il"~ j'orIlwl'ly H I:elt L" ::tJ'i";! wll/!llel'_~ 1(\- Ttl(' I>lItC!J and ElJifliC']1 ,r!Ja!ers nt, Rpitzhel'g'en,

Gn"'llL!lj(L ;llId lb,"j~. PJrraiL l( i" t,ht; whale f1,lpwred IJ," tli(' .•\ ll]i'1'J""1l1 f/i'<',l· in tlw A rdi\" Oeeml,

:Illd i", til,· lPO~( \'Ullla\l~l' ul' thi, ri(!;ht 01' wl,;-l!d!Ollt' whale:'; bol,!! i'm' i)1./ il!urn i!~lt)(! ji,,' tflt' fiualiry

(jf iii; oj I ~11l1! fnl' 1. 11, kll~1,1l a\ld tl\\' ihid;:UI'"'' HI'" ih I\Ah'N\. ! \\ til .. E\lglii;ll wilU Ie ti"!i<,,ry it- is

1m! .)j,~I)lj;';'liishell (r"'IlF tIlt' r'I:-:)Jl wh:,,11~~ Iml i~ IWj 11)(' :<~ww :1'0 (:1(' :<lH'l,jl'S ,'<)1:11110:11,Y lmr;Wll !/I

..:.\ J1Jl'J';(':tll wJ);j·Jt~I}!"I/ !Hul'"I' ill ;11· lla·!lH'. 'flw Amt'-rit'·all rig-hl- 1\'1.1:1 k I!\'c" in J!jon: t ('l.IIIH,Ljl.r waf,eH;.

witilt' (lw ]101:11' 01' lli'W!l"iHl \\JJ:dl' !llJwjjli,~ HI1J~' tlw ky rljginu;; ot lJw J;"l'tb,'l'IJ ,,(':l,~, TIH' ll(lltlc

01" tlw !It,WiH';jl] i~ in li'O~1 nj' ill" \\":111'1\" IHfl"J1o of nit, ,,,ixti(,UI pin,!!I,'!' (,I' ;,(,rtJi J;;titnrlv. H i ... j~)l1tHl

i\', \(\\\'(.1' ~atit\1\l(',. (111 till' Asiat;"_ th~u> (1\1 thv, Gt'('('hhUl(1 "ide of ;\all.TIGL /!('(ll\! UkNl It! the

OI!!lOhi), :":"':1 :1;; \:11' >ionll, a,~ the lil'l)'·fooll'lh lJ<\ra-lJlCl al1l1 ill Hll' l~l'li\j;:: ~:",a ;l:;' hr :-i1>}lth as the

jjfJy-iiftJ/ !l1lm]),'I, \dllell i" llw ",,:1:11,,'1'11 1Itll;!· of lIlt' Will",!' i",· III t kIt ''''~L 1!1 i hI' O-j'('.('nl:l1Ju

-"\l,<~~ ic !ll" um,-jJI';JI] is 1/'-'/ illUw! "O\lt/1 (l(" (iiI pi' Fal"l'\\ell olIl till' ,"ixtiptil 1-'111':0,]](,]. TIlt' Ilorifwl'u

lill!jt of flli,:; wLalt· I" 1lI1(JPli!H'11.

Th{, ('1\\1111\,' or tIl{' 11(1\1 lr'/atl whale lw~rHIl al .':-ipitzltergen in thu t~ad,\' part of lb', "Cqmt.l'!?,utlJ

cell!I!!',\ ~ it l"OUIJ f;J(tt'lllli'd til fue east eoaiit of (;;r-ecllhwd, lUll! (:ll,r]y iu Uli' ,.ig·]ll"fmtlr eenhu'y

tlJI'y l\'l'!'f" I:JlH'll ill Dayb ~tl'ait :11\(1 alljojlJillg W~t,t(!r,;. U \\':1." Ilf\l nul il tLl' ~'\"tl' l.'14i'i ilwl: nlC

wh;tleri; pu,,,IH:J] their ,,'ny t !lH)llglj VeriIJg" t;trait and t'suhli.sJIf'd Ilw n,l'J' prof] [;tbf;· ji~lter'y tm {Ilia

,,,-pecll'~ ill the I':u:itk-An:t.ie.

'l'Jl~' IH:lneip:t( j!l'(I\\UI1S vi",it",tl 1l,\ the "~'ha!iII!:!; v(;1';\'.l'l... ()f the, tJ nite,tl Stu.h',t;, -in &~tlI'(~h of tho()

bowlwiHl :In· 118 iu}low..,;

A'J'LAN1'li)·A1WTIf:' G1WPl\'D8.~j.)a' (lapEl Farewell, at tlll' sou.thcm ~mu Qr O!'i"t'1l1and, from

.JUUlI TO Augut-<t; rtl~{l ill Hn!lsoll Bl.rait .;lua 11I1lLV!Jl Ha,", eo;peeial!y ill tl10 Yidllit)-' of 8ou1h·

Lamptoll hland 1I1ld llPat' Cape I'llJlertoll, t,hut lief; ill about Jatitnile (J4D- lJ\lrtll, ami IOIlg'itude 860

W(~£t. 'l'he ,-'('sw:ls "rn~ UN',l\stoll\l:ll to work thl'OHl£I! Ull', iC6 in TIndsOll BU';l·it Rtl(mt the 1lI1dd[t"

Qf July, arriY-\ll):; ill tlw h...)· ab()ut AngUiOt.t, ~lltl -if illt-t:ll;lill~ tt) n~t-\Ull IH,me tll\' saml' :rear
Ow.\" Jcan' the Iii/.\' hy Ow .1l>t of St'pt-e1l11w,1'. :MaJl,Y or tJlelIl go into willter qunrtl,rs ahout Sell.

tem bet 15, ,IIH1 l,<1't'lIl1 the winter ill UI(:' ie.\ rahlll ~~ adLI ntag~~ of the carly anrl tIle lai,l' <tppear<t,ncf'

of Ilw \\'ha!eB, Ito; }d;;;o oe('.a.!>ioll'llly caJlI III 'i 11'::; M';1-)~ or waJnIs ill UJ(' wintm' lllOllthll,

In Davi;; Stmit till· n~i;1'\e]1'\ lTHi,,,i' nea,r :SOl'thum1Jcr)-lUHl Inlet in ahout latitude (i;jQ lIorth,

and: IOllgitmh· (j~a ",ve~t, Cumh\'rhHld Il\l~t J.l<\~ ,l\;;:'O beel) :t fav\wit-\~ l'el1m't for WlJH,lillg" Y\'~;;:,eJi' of

011' sl1l:lHer das,~, anti tbey ITi;'quclJtly wi.nter there, B.ello]l1tioll Isla 11II, at t.lw entrance to Cllmhcr·
hind lro1f'l, jf; H good ,!irauwl for lJOtll bowlte'H1 ami right whahlH during April aTJd May.

The whale;; tal,hll in thl'sI! baTS /lnd i,d.. t-lI in former years would ~WI'I'(lge auout l:JO barn'!."
of' oil each, the lm111 no barrell>, and tb(l eow 14(J llan'!;1!!; but of late yt':lrs tll(;~' h3'\-1\ he.eu f;m,lllor

lUld l'.('.a[(Wl', Th~" yldd ofllmJ(" j" u~uaHy allOut 1,:WO p01lllds to HW hanv.ls of\.\iL

AmeYimUl yt'Ml".lA a1 Fr"'fWJlt CT'l11ill' Ill) 'fartb\'r north thllll tUII"6hty-fiftll pilT'lind, f,h(,ngll Uw

Scold./ .st(~Hw,wlmler:~, tllat earl'S their blublmr }lOHW to 1m bolled out, n>eqllently talw their wbale...

as fitt 110rt1l :1'-; t-be 1l8w:mt,r·ljfth parallel. The Ameriea,n n~N>;(~IN formerly 'Hut as far 3f'l POlld'Oi

Bay, in about latitude no llOrtlJ,

A furUler di~cu&~io!l<If the \It(l\'eill~ntsof tlu.' Scotch whalers is PS(,,~\ be.low umler thll- head
uf Fnl'cign Whale Fis.l1ery.

III t11t:\ S8venteentll and ei];llh,'entll aml first p:t-rt of t1le Jlillef(~/~rILh C{'Jlturif'R UWJ'(l wert'.' Vt'l'Y

}'rr.fi1:J Ilk w hilling- grounrl~ f{,r tIle h/lwlW3 d in t-lw \-jdnit;r of SJlit~J.~rileJl 3hd I}ft' the ~IHlt eoal't
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of GreeIJlaml, whenl extensi.e 11sheril'i', w(,n' earried 011 by the European nation:,>. These g-ronnds

wpre llor yi;;iteu by ve8S8ls of tlw l7niteo Statef! until within tlw past thirty yNtrS. and then only

in a few illstanees. Tlw Ii rst AllH'ricill1 whaler "ailing for SpitzbergclJ Sea was the ",hip Han
nibal, Captain ROyCt', tlwt, left Nny London I1Iay 21, 18;'15, allli retllrllcd~lal'ch 21, 185iJ, with

mIl.)' twcnt.r·t~ight. b:llTelH of IYhaleoil. A secund attempt was the yoyag-e of the bark Tempest,

Uaptaill AlIyu, that lefl. 'xew London 11ay :!l, 18;:;7. C:1ptain AllyJl :'itate;; that he bad umler

taken this YO.lage to the Spitzbcrgt'lJ regioIl~ by till' advice of Hon, Thomas W. Williams, a

sne.ce,~8ful whaling ag:ellt, ",h(j fLU'IJi"IIPI1 hilll with Seore;;b:/.s joumul~ and information oht.aillcd

by eon'ciipoIltll'uft' with whalirJg agents ill Seotla.JHl, setting fortb Ihe freqlleJJt appearance of

,dmleii ill the rt'gion of (lCeaU llOl'tL of Hussia, I)\IrjlJg' the month of ,laly the:;e seas were cruisml

OH\l' by the Tempest, hur, "although we gought (ii Ii;:!I\Iltly for whales/' "uyi; CaptaiH Allyn, ., on"

st.'areh was t,otally llllsucec~,mful, and on the \H.h \If August we concluded t.(J proceed to a. morc

cOllgellial eli mate." ... TIll' vessel tlleu cruised down through tll{'. Nnrth and SmUll A.tlalltie

OCI:<lnS, roulid Capt> of Good Hope, Oll t.o "Xl"" h(\aland, aull t,bl:\IH,e to the Ok1l0tsl, bca, and

after cruising with tlIoderatt' SllcceSf; for two 01' thn't', >;(':1S01l:; ill the"w waters retUl'lwd t.o Nf'W

London in ] 8m, lu 186:j a third :ttt;empt, was wade to cstlluli",lt an ..1m(·rican fishery in these

sea.s, this time at lceluml by th(1 b:1rk Reindeer, of Xew York, prilLcipally f()f sulphur. bott()ffi

whales. Tlw tin-it year's work WUH Ulll:!UCCCSRful, and the second !iC"SOll resulted ill l:iueh little

profit that the vroject was abandoneu. These three vo:,ages are the olll~' ones, so far at,; known,

that have been made by AmericUll whaling vessels to thf\ oceant,; east of Greenland or north ot

EUrOpl\.

The RussiauK amI .N orwegians carry 011 l)rOlllahle whale fisherim;, lllostly for tl.le tin-back, Itt

one or two points along: tlw eoust!! ()f Xorwuy and Fiulllurk. On(;J of theRe statioIls js on an if:lland

in "VaralJl!:ar Fiord, opposite V\Tadsf1, ill Finmark. In recent ;)'t'ar::; a few 2\orwegian vessels have

yjsited Spit.zhergen ill Hearch of \\"hales, as ill the seaf\on of 1S7~1. when !::iix. \"essels~ with tift;\-' -stwen

men, were n:ozcn in the ice at the island, and s(wenwml of the men peril;hcd before. a.ssistance

11;'(l.chell them.

PAClli'w.ARcnc GnoUNDs--Tbe fleet ofwhalillg vl;ssels cruising north (If 5(}O nortlt latitude in

the W<ltkI'K hetween the Asiatic and the American w,a"t" i1\ called the Sorth Pacific f1t'd. It has

been the llio~t, important, brallch of the American rigllt-wl.mliug' fleet gince 1&:5:1, when the ihmou~

Radiak grounu, l,ring betwnen latituue Dno anu GOo north, "'ali uiseoverml. Heru were taken only

the right whale, but in 184:i the fleet puslIeol fartLtlr nor!LI, ;llHl beg-all capturing' lH)\\!H':\u8 ou ttw
Kamchatka coa"t. In 1~48 a whaling'YesOJel entereu the Ardic it! pur,.;uit of tlw"e large animals

ami met with good tmccess. In 1839 there were only two '·eH,~ds ill the North Paci fic fleet. From

t.hat uat,e to 1880 tlit, total number of vOJ'age8 ronde to these grmlllds b,v American yessels was

4,.300, and the total eatch of wlIall'·oil (induJing oil of the' rig'ht whale, bowh(~ftd,and wa lrm;) was

3,WJoi,3'J1 barrcll:', or GO p('r \,ent. of tIm tot,~l productioll of whah\·o"l by HI(I A.m\wi,\an ft(.~t 'm all

oceans during tl.le "aUIt; perioJ.

Th(1 .Korth P,teific right and bowhea,d whale fishery hl1fl always btlell peculiarly an American

enterprise, verr few foreigu vtli:l8d.,\ haviTlg l'<lrticipated in it. 1'he IHillcipal ground" were

discovered lly Americ,IUl ve!::isels hetwt~('J1 Uw years 18~I5 anu 1848. The Illost impol't:mt whaliug'

grounds for the bowhead in this region are the Okhotsk Sea and the Arctic Ocea.n, The former

is at pres(mt of little importance, but fcw ycssels having visited it durillg tile past five or ten

years, nearly all of the fleet preferring the bazardous, though profita hII', whaliul! ill the Arctic. The
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lm,yOi in the Bering Soa are yil'lited by tlw fleet on it.'< wa~' \.0 t.!J(' Antic, and large numbers of

whales arc sometimes taken in theBe waters befon, the ice permits the \'esf;els to pass t]ITOUgh the

Strait.
The Xorth Padfic whale th;hers was at its hcight in IMG, when 2!12 "hips cruised in tlle regiun

north of the fift iet 11 para.Ilel, uetween the Asiclti cand dw A lnprka II ;;]lOn'H, ] Il 11'\(/8 III ere wpre

but fjS Vi'S';l']:;; in the t!f'et, of whi(~ll lllllUl)(\r 41 wen' in the Arctic OC(~all, 8 in the Ok llotsk Se~l,

and HI 011 tht~ Kadiak p;roulld. III the f',eaSOIl of lSSO l1w tlpd wni> rf'dllCed to HI vessels, all ni'

whidl erui"eu in tht' -,-\r('.ti(~ and I,apture(] a total of 20:J wlmle...

"'nl!~ principal ht'nlin,!.: p]aees of the howhl"I\1." in 11H' Okhot"k/' .<;ay" Scamwon, "were at thp

extremities of tllis g'l'p'll "lwet of water, the most 1l0rtheI'1l beillg,tJ}(l Xorl,heaHt Gulf (Gulf of

Ghijigba,), t.he most.. >;oll(!Jerli Tehallter Bas. TIH.' ,\"hale.". dill not make their :lp]l('arilUCe ill

Km'1lw;];;t Gulf,;o ..0011 as ill the bay. ,Yhalers (',nd(~anln'd,ai'; SOOIi as ]lo,,;;ible, to get to the head

of Tehanh'r Hay, whf'rv tht:>y jbund the, o~ieels of jlllrsnit ill tho intc~rHll;diat.e '\"all'I', Iwtwt'l'lI the

iel' ~llJd till' "hom'" J(1).:' \)('[01'1.' tlu, lll!),in hody of ill!'. ('oll;!ea]ed ma"" Wlifo> hl'oken up. and hl'fore, t,he

,~hi]l." (~ollid get hdwc':'H t.he ice ;md the H1JOre, ('yen at high tidO', t,lw huat.'! being ;;:ellt j(jr\\'ard

Wl'l~l;" ]ll'cvioll;; tn t.IH' "bip"', Soon after tlll' Nllips' arrival tlw whales ;lyoided tlwir pur:suerr< h"

guillg' nlllIl'r the main body of ice, situated ill tlw mit1dlr· of tIl(' hay, W;It'l'I', they f(mutl hr(;athing

holl~:S among tlli" tl()(~". The boat:s enlis..u abont t lit' eugf' of tLe harrier, watehillg' for (,helll to

('tHPr):;\' from their emrert, w hieh oeea"iOlw 11,\' thl',\' did, when clJ ase wa fi iw;tlJ,1l tl,Y giVIlli. V 1'<:',.

lIllt'lltly, in sajli ng a.long thi>; iCI·-fl(·]ll, you eould ]1(';11' distiuctl;> tll(' sound of whale:,; blowing'

among it, wilt'n- 110 watN was Yisible at tIJ ... poiut whenc(' tIll' :sound emne. 'fhe first of the season,

hefore the iee broke up and dhmppl'ul't'd, Whl'll tllerp were no whalef; about., the qnestion was

freqnf'utl.v a,;kNI,' "\Vherc are tho whaleHt' aud a" Oft,'11 ailsweTI~d, 'They are ifl UJe iee'; and, "YLel.1

do ,yOU think they win come ouU' wail ltllHWercd by, ""hen the iee lea,vef;.' It Ita;; been e,;t:lhli;;hl'(]

beyond question that this specit's pass from the Atlanf.ic to t.Le Pacific, lH' ratber, if we ma;y he

alluwcl] the expression, from the Atlautie Arctic to the Pacific Arctic, by the llOrth; amI, too, it

is cquall;y certain tbat lIUluerous ail'-lJoh-'s a]wa.VR exist in the ice that coyers the Arctic watA~rg,

l"Yl:\n in the coldest latitulleo:. Theile fillf',ures are eauRed by the rii>o floll(] tidl (jf the tides, and con·

traetioll and expansion of the iee. Stormfi aetillg' upon the wahlI' huudre'ls of milpf', distant al..o

Layl' their influence in rfmding- as\lIhlel' the i(~;'i f('ttE;rf; of those frozen snllll. It appears to IlR

lIot improha.ble that the bowhead bas a feeding and breedillg ground in a Ilolar sea. And a~

they have never been seen duriIlg the winter months in any other quarter of the globe, except liS

before mentioned, it wonld appear j,hat they mUi';t remain among tbe rongh water and broken ice,

at the southern edge of the winter barrier, or migrate to flome remote sea unknown to man."lO'

The whaling yeasels enwr the Okhotsk a,f! soon as the ice leaves, which is usnally about the

last of May, thongh sometimes it is as lat.e as July. Having anchored the vessel in flo convenient

bay or inlet, the boats are sent ont in search of the whales, and the anima,ls, after being captured,

are sometimes towed ashore and cut np there, the blubber beiDg' rafted oft' t{) the veRsel. This

mode is made necessary from the fact that the boats ma.y be absent 8eyeral Ilays or even weeks,

and be qUite a distance from their vMsel. The difficulties incideut to whaling in the Okhotsk are

told by Oaptain Scammon in hiH hist{)ry of the whale·fishery. The whales found here during

recent years have been mnch smaller than thORe t.aken at the beginning of the fishery, when tbe
largest sometimes yieldl',d 250 barrell!\ of oil each, IIond the smallest about 80 barrels. The cow

whales gave the most oil, averaging about 130 barrels, and the bulls about 90 barrels, the yield of

hone heing about 1,500 pounds to 100 harrell'l of oil. Tlw ,wason eloset:l in the Okhotsk about the
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latter part of October1 tlHmgb ve:Jstlls >iometimes continue cruising throughout NovellilJer at great

risk from tho ice, and they have oecaRionaIiy winwrtld in the ice in o1'd(\1' to take advaIltag-e of the

late ami ea,rly seaf';Ons.

Ships that cruise in the Arctic Ocean generalI;'.' llrrive in the Kamchatka and the Anadyr

Seas about the bl\~illuing of May, and continue cruising suuth of Bering Strait until the ice per

mits them to pass t.InouglJ tIl(' Strait into the Arctic, which is llsually about the fu"t of .J une.

Befort' eUH'ring t.lw St,rait, a cOllsiderahh\ uumber of whale;:; al't~, som"tillle" taken in the baYl:l and

g'lllff'; along thl' Siherian cuast and ahout, St, Ll\,wrence Island. Oaptain ]~arne~, ill the bark Sea

Brecze, of Nmv Bedford, ill tilt' season of 11')77, passed the Aleut.ian clm,ill Oil May 4, amI UJI'ce

tlays after canw np to the ic{, in latitoth' ;>60 30' north. Hut.it :"IIa)' 23 t,ht~ ieo waR Rkirtt'd toward

HIP westiwan I, and frequent ineffectual attempts were madt, to peuetrate it. Land was sighted Oil

the 24tIJ, 250 mile,,; we~t"southw!:'st from Cape N<tvarin. and on that day t,he ice was entered. On

.Jun!:' 18, whales were ~eeu off Capo Chaplin, Tlw wllake; usnally pa~!> throngh the Strait about.

tll(\ begiuuing of ,lUlie, and 1U'e l'oJ]oweo up h,\' t.he W'SI.el" tliat crui,,;e along U.le w('~tern lSi de of the

AJ'(Jtic tIuring' the first part of t.lw 1~St'a"(JI.I, w l.iilt, wai ting' for the I(\(\ t,o opeu 1:\0 tll a t they III ay pa,~"

to tlw p(lstwanl 1,0 Point Harl'ow. Thi~ lime of wait.iug uSlml1y lasts from the Tl.Iitldle of ,lllIle tin

tlw 1st of AUgLlst, and i" called tlie "sullllller scaflolJ" or ., between :,;eason"," It i .... speut prinei"

]Iall)' io e<lpturiug walJ'Il;; wldch lJeI'll OIl the iee floes ill iUlluellse nUll]bel'S ill the ,iciIlit~" of Caw'

i:;PI'tlZto.J(aruelJ. Ull.l'ilJg speeiall,r li\'\"Ofllhle ""umuwr ;;wa,,;oll,'l," as tllal of 1i:l80~ maIl)" wlwlel> are,

t.aken, <Iud little lillie i,,,, ~pent, in W'I.Jl'LHdng, 1mt t.ll(;",e \':eek,; are usually quiet (IIHl,"; with tILe fleet,

tbe k illillg of wall'lI!' heillg etHlsitlt->red a pa,stiuU' hy the wha,l".rnen,

As ;;0011 a~ tJw lee will pt'l'lUiL, at tlw beginning of A u;:;-u:>t, the fleet follow:> up thl'OlJgh tht,

openings, captnring ",halt,;,; wlwl't'ver till';> call 1)(' found. 1\'108t of the vessels reach Point Barrow

by the lIIilldlc of Au j.,l'n,"L, aud begin to push fartllcr to tht' eastward. crccpillg along t.he (~,(lge of

the i (~l; OJ' llll t('l'i 0 g: t.he ojlt'n ing,,, in lSeaTl~h of t.h eir prey. SOllie of the vessell> in the sea"ol.l of 11'./7

Wtmt as nIl' cast a:,; Heturn H.el'f, and earls ill September they had ;til rtltUl'Iled to POillt ]~arrow.

I·'l'oru tbis time lLl.ltil t.lw ice heg-ins t,o do,'ll:'> up t.he fleet, erui8es back and forth westward of Poillt

Ba.rrow, rt\;whiIJI; s;mH, ,.,;e.fl1>OUJ> as high ai; the seventy·second parallel, whieh iJ> about thl' mllsl

IwrHIel'll tTuie;ing' J.:ToUlHl ill the AJ'el,it;. Thl· period from the middle of Augwst nnti] about Odoh('r

1, when the fleet ll'uves the oeHan, is the l'(~a! Aretic Sl\astlIJ, and an ('::>.citillg one it is.

Ship.'! quit,e oneil andlOr along' tlHJ <lhol'e~ ill thiek weathm, as ah;o 10 ,; cut in" til<' whalE''', Uf

to l' tr~~ ont" flU' oil. "'\10s1. of the sbip:,; leave the sea ~lllOlll, the 1s\ uf Dct~)heT, t!lrmgll sOllH'time"

t.lley 8tay la,tm', at the ri"k of he il.l g' caught in the new jet1, "TIll;' gl;ll""ral hn'akillg np of the iee il.l

thifl regit)[.l," IM.l.Y" Captaiu Hooper, "(;OIllIllt>IH\t\S in Mil,\' 01' .1uu€ in the yiduity of lkring Strait;

aud eonliTllleS until the tirst part, of Sept.ember, after wllidl time nt'w ice heginlS to fOl'lll, although

j·he sea is lH)t l'lltil'e1,v closed for ",owe weeks later. 'rbe llea.\~.Y g"Jl1es kpep the larger floes iTI morion,

and prevent them from Ullit ing in Ollt\ mass. After Odober 1 the water i" /So chilled that a general

clo:,;iug: up of the fSC,L i" likely to otlcur at any tillle. }<'orme.rly the whall'A,;hips diel not l'l\maill in

th~ ,A.rctk. btf:';:r Ulan tlw middle of S<~pt~mher", but <l't'; wha"~h !Ire" seaH\C thl'.y i\l~olm..lp:",l1 the.ir

stn,,.\' {,aeh ,\'ear, until last, year (lB79) th~\y did Dot It\fl\'l' Ulibl afw,l' tne middle of October, This

resulted in the 10815 of three ve,,;;els lind two entirtl erew:,;; a fourtb vessel, the h,\'l'k Helen Mar)

Capta.in Bauldry, barely escapl'd, hringing with her tbe Cf(~W of the ba,rk MerClll'J, oue of the lost

VesS£'bl. Her escape was effected b~' carrying all sail with a strong, fair wind, and foreing a pa.ssage

through the new ice, which was so thick that at times her headway was entird.... lost until a strong

puft' of wind started her again. In this wax the n~sel worked on a few miles each day, relWhiug

~ering Strait about the 1st of November."·
"'"""--~.~--~--------~~----

• Oor",in'~ CJ:ui!lt\, 1880.
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(d) nU::-dpnACKwnAu~ GROtll'mS.

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIDUTION O}<' HUMPBACK 'VIIAL]~S,-nlJrn})backwhales (lJfeguptera)

are found within tbe parallcls of GOo north and 70° south latitude. The;y are t'leldom flecn far

ftom land, but are generally caught in mild clim<l.tf's, within certain bass and along ooa"ts where

the water is shallow.
The mOst noted places for taking tbem in the Atlantic Ocean are in the vicinity of the Island

of Trinidwl and in the Gulf of Para, from 100 to 110 north latitudt', and 010 to 63° WCl'lt longitude,
also around Cape Vcrde hlallds tIuring t.he winter mont.hs, and on the coast of Africa from 3°
north to 7° kouth latitude from JllIl(l to October.

"Some oftbe Pro\'incetown whalers," sa;ys Captain Atwood, "proseeute both tbe humpback

and the sperm whale fishery. They sail from port about the middle or last of January aTld go
direct to the 'Vest Iudies, where they whale neal' the shores of these islands for humpbacks.
Theil' whaling-ground for this species is from Tobago,latitud/\ 110 20' horth, longitude 600 2i'
west~ thence northward around the shores of tbe islands as far us the IshtIld of Mariegulllnte, in
latitude 15°52' north, longitude 610 18' west. 'l'hese vesseh~ stop there until the latter part of

April or early in Ma;\': wben they leave for the Wel>tern, Oh~,rleston, or Hatteras ground.., ill pur

suit of sperm wllaleR: and usually return home ill September, Anoeller favorite b'1.·ound is around
thE>. Oape Verde Is1ands, where these vessdl'! cruise neal' the shore for the humpback during

the winter months and then go Jlortb to the sperm whale grounds."
In Ism humpback whltleswere abundant on the coast of Maine. aUf) of the mo~t succl·ssful

whalers out of Provincetown that season was the Brilliant, all old pink.stern schooner of 17 tons,
whicb hunted this s!lede8 oft· Df'er 11:110, Maine. Up to October 1 ~he had taken foul' whales, yield

ing one bundred and fifty-five barrels. The Brilliant carried but ODe whale·boat, and tried out the
oil Oil shore, towiug in the whales as they were killed. Capt. J. W. Collins rep0l'tB that on May

17, 1877, when iu latitude 44°16' north, longitude iiSO 59' west, lie noticed an unusual number
of wbalcsand porpoises. "There were more humpback whales tha,u I had even before seen in

that locality; appeared to be entirely fearless of tbe vessel; played around ber all da.y, sometimes
coming up alongside within 15 or ZQ feet, their heads out of water 10 or 12 feet. At other times
the.y would lie on top of the water and lash it into Bnowy foam with their long, flexible fins."

In t111~ Pacific Ocean humpback!> are taken all along the coast of Ecuador a·nd Colombia, from
Guayaquil to tlie B:i.v of Panama and on reefs around the islands of the "Friendly Group, also

ncca.&ionall,'j' around the Now HeIJrides and the Fiji Group. They are al~o found ill considerable
abund[tnce around. the Hosemar.y lldands, on the northwest coast of AU!1tralia, and ar/)und Bra,mp

ton Shoals. Tile bel$t grounds on the South ..8..111cri(Jan COil'St' are in the Gulf of Gua.yaquil, which
hes in about latitude go south, and from bewalong the shore to the north ail far ail 30 north lati.

tude, off the villages of Tooaroes and Esmaraldllo8, in Ecuador. Ships occasionally anchor and send

out their boat for the whale!!, that must as It rule be killed in shoal water, ll.ij most of them sink and

mnst be hauled up. The season for whaling on thil'l coast is. from February to August, beginning
at ElOwarnldaN ill February, and working alongsonth until, iu .June, the whales appear at the Gulf

of Guayaquil, awl continue until August. Tho seasOD on the Australian COll8t and around the

Western Pacific group of islands ~gins about the 1st of June and continues into November and
Deoombei'.

llumpba<:k whales are taken along the coast of California a.t tbe 8bl'.:Jre-wllaling stations,
espooially a.t MODterey Bay. They are also 8e6D and captured at Magdalena and Balenas Bays.
In Dlany bays and around islands in the Alaskan teITitory and the Aleutian l..fllands they are
ta.ken by the Indlan8 and the Eskimos.
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Oaptain SCamillQn records the following observations on this species of whale: "In the years
1852 and 1853 la,rge numbers of hnmpback& resorted to the Gulf of Guayaquil, eDast of rem, to

cal\('J and the height of the season was during the months of ,July and August. The same may
be said of the gulf8 and bays "ituated llear the corresponding latitudes north of the equator; still,
instances lire not infreqnent when cow" ami their c",l\'es ha\'e been seen at all other seasons of
the year about the same coast. In the Ba~' of Valle ue Bltmleras, coast of Mexico (latitude 200

;W), in the month of December, we saw numbers of humplJacks, with calves but a few days old.

In May, 1855, at Magdalena Bay, coa"st of Lower California (about latitude 240 30'), we found
them in like numbers, some witlI very larg-e calves, while others were ver~' small. 'file seasull at
Tongataboo (one of the Friendly Islands, latitude :HO RtHlth, longitude 1740 west), according to

Captain Beckerman; includes Augm,t and September. Here the females were usually large,
yielding an average of 40 harrels of oil, iucJuding the cntrail fat, which amounte,d to about G
barrels_ The largest whale taken at this point during the season of 1871 produced 73 barrel..,

and Nhe was adjudged to be 75 feet ill lcugth."·

In the year 1872 humpbaek whaling was suee~8sfunyprosecuted at Panama :Bay; Harper's

and Tonga Islands; Cllesterfidd Shoals; coast of Africa; 'West Indies; CI'ozet and Desolation
IE;;htnus. The last two isliu.tdiol have been visit,etl more esp~eia1ly for the capture of right whales
and sea. elephants, though humpback whales were taken here and ill other parts of the Indian

Ocean.
(1_') FIKBACK, SULPIlUR·BOT1'O:M, AND OTHER WHALING GROUNDS.

SULPHUR-BOTTOM 'VHALES.-The tinback aud the sulphur-bottom whales are found ill most

parts of the different ocean~ and III some places are very numerous. The slllpbur·bottom is the

largest whale known, varying from 60 to 100 feet or more. It is, like thl; finback, exceedingly
swift in its movements, and can ue captured onl,r by the whaling rocket or th(~ bomh.gull. Ollpt:liu

Seabury states that « theX sometimeH follow the vessel for miles." There tla.tl hardl." he flald to be
an;y special grounds where the sulphur-hottom is capturefl, comparatively few having- eWT heen

takeu. On the coast of California the sbore·whalemen have taken a few, allli several were taken
l;ome YNtrS since by the schooner P~g(~, of San Francisco. otrthe port of San Quentin, Lower Oali·

fornia. An attempt was made about 1865 to c8tahli~h a fishery for this species at Iceland. "Two
or three small screw steamers," saJs Captain Seabur.r, "were sent tlJere from l~llg1alld to whale in the

bays, using for the capture a, whale-glln aud a large line to go through the bott~lm of the bOM.
They were quite successful in taking the whale. and f(lllow('d up tht' hUf';illt'ss for tWQ or thret\ Jear.'l,

tmt the expense. being greater than t~e iIlt~ome, it was ah:tmlontJd, BeJ'oml those taken b~' this
tl,Xpedition oft· Iceland, there have been hut few 8ulphnr·hoHoml:l cuptLll"ed."

FINnACK WHALES.-This whale is taken prin\llpally hs shore-whalellJell, Yt'8l';els preferring

more profitable game, ali the finbaek bas but lit,tle blnbber, 110 vllhmhle hone, and withal is vcr;",

difficult to capture. 'rhe:." al'e taken b;v the Oaliforllia boat-wbalerf:, and for two years past ba"t~

been captured in consitlerable IlIunber along the cOMt of New England, e;;Jleciall.y at Provincetown,
Where forty-eight were secured ill the spring of 1880. The ShOI'il.whaling stations on the coasts of

Norway and Finmark are for the oapture of'this specit."8.

GlUY WHALE OR DEVlL·FIsH....:...The California gray whale, also called "devil·fish" and

"mtl88eJ.-digger," is found principally on the coast of California, in the bays and gulfs snd along
the shores, in shoal water. The moat noted plaoes are Magdalena :Bay, in abont latitude 250 north,
and Scammon's LagOOn, in about latitude 300 north. They are also fouud and takeR in the

- MlU"ine Mammalill, p. 43.
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Okhot!;k Sea ltnd the Arctic Ocean_ They are not large, Jllld ~'ipld Oll :l.II :lverag'c ouly about 30

barrels of a reddish oil. The.r are said to he tLt' m()~t daIlgerous to eaptUl'6 of an whales. The

bomh-lunce or ILe whaling rocket, is generally lli'l'd in tile elwse. On the Otl.liforni:lll coakt tile

best season for the capt,ure of thi,.; species is from };on~mher to April or I\L(Y J after whiclJ time

they move north. They appear ill Odober and November off' the coast of Oreg-OIJ 011 their return

south. This whale is known only in northern latitudl'S, llUd is not fouud ill the Atlantic Ocean.

No great lJurnlwr has ever heen taken. Captaill Sc:unmoll, ill 187~, estimated that tho whole

number captured or destroyell ~itlf:IJ 184(;, wl.WIl bay-wha!iTlg'(·.ottlltlenc-ed, woulduot, exceed 10~80().

DrsTlulluTION OJ!' BLACI,PI8H A:r;-D I'oRPOISE.-Tlterl.' are, slIveral oUwr )';Iweie,; of cetacea,

us the blackfish and the por]Joi,w, that aTlI widely distributed o.er the oCeltllS, and an' o['reu taken

by whaling ve<;se1;;, tlwugh they are IJot J'pecial vltiects of pursuit. Tho.';f' fi"heries 1'01' tlwse

species are discussed in the next chapter. 'rtw w hiw \~hall' or IH'luga il:i found principally ill the

icy waters of thl~ north, and several bUllun'(l of tbem are annually tnlHm b,Y tIl" llatin',; of tbe

couutrif'Al bordering thos(J fioas, as al"u hy the Scotch Whaling' \"Nl8e}S vi;;iting DU\'iK Strait. 'l'he~\C

vt'-8se!i:l in 1877 took 93;, white whalt;,;, aud in ] S76 t-hcS captured 700. Aeeordiug' to SCilWtllOn

large numbers are captured by the natives of Alaska illHl of Ba~rN'11 Siberia, wlwre tLlI'Y aseelJd

the l'ivcr" i\lr "everal hund red miles. Thl',Y an~ takcu in the Gull' of Saint LaWreIl(J(~, awl al~o by

the Norwegiani' at Spltzbergeu_ ~ordenskiold" states tbat in 11"71 Vt''''~l'1,; frollJ TI'OlllSOe UIOlH'

caught 2,167 of thii:l specie>! in nets. Their value was estimated at about $15 each, Both t1w

blubber, hide, and earcas;; are utilized, the latter by the guano factories in Norway. They are

also taken in nets by the Russians and Sa.moyedti at Chabarova.

ROUTES TO GROU1\lDS; SUPPLY ~'I'A.'L'IO~S,

ROUTES '1'0 WHALING GROUNDR.-Vessels engaged in the Atlantic Ocean ti~her'y are of two

classes, t.hose of small 8ize on short eruisl's and tbose of brge capaeity that wake IIJ1Igcr voyages.

The former crui!:!e priucipally ill Hit' S"orth Atlantic) amI are always Oll the alert for whal!c8, work

ing on all the gnlllnds in this oeeuu) hut espeeiall;y Hu)st-' near tile Azores or OIl !lIe llatteras

ground. The..,. usually leave ill/fie ill the spring and return in th(' faU, proeeedillg firlSt to the ill(lrt:\

f;outheru and workillJ.:" toward Ute more northern fields. Some [)f thc1'le small \'e8sels, however,

remain out, for a ye,1T or enm Itlon:, "pcnding- the wintcr rrWJl thio1 OIJ the tropical ~ronnd8 and often

cruising in tile 80utll Athtnt,ie, wht,J'('; t,hey ohtain a quuntiiy of oil to be transshipped from St.

Heh;lIa to t,!w Ullil:t~u St<tt(~8. TIlt':\' will work toward home, stopping in the principal equatorial
awl northern grounds. Tho llPeiHul or larger class of vessels are goue frow borne for from two to

t.hret\ )-ean;, often cruising- 011 all tlw ground." ill both tile ,Korth antI the Slmth Atlantic. They

mmall.r go fir8t to tue 'VI~stt'l'Il Island!:! and from tbl'n~ work l:\Oulh Ill' nmth as th(1 abundaIlce or

the scarcity of whales 011 the diJi'crrnt gr(lllIuls may liugg-eli/. They frequently l'e>sort to ports at

the AZOH1S 01' Uape Vertic Islands, jn the nortil Atlantic, alld St. Helena, in the South Atblltic.

Tile Hudson Bay or Davis Stmi r. fleet i.s compo"ed of vessels of all :;izes. 'rhey make VO) age:;
lasting from eight months to oue or two year.\;. Many of them have hl;\CLl aecm:tomed to leave

!lOtlle in the sprillg and to proceed at olJce to the Straits in t iIlle to ell t lOr the bay!:! and gUI fs at the

breaking up of the ioo. The}' sp(;ud the sutnmer in BearclJ of wh:Jlt\s, and rna.)' return home in the

early fall, or remain to winter in the ice iu order to take advantage of the early movement of

whales in spring. There are I10 refitting port<; to whieb they can resort, so that if the vessel be of

small 0aITying capacitj' she will generally prefer to wint-er at home rather than in the iey regiOns.
--'-----_._---------------

• Voyago of the Vega, vol. i.
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The Pacilh:"Ardic flt,et i$ ace ul'tollH'd t<) \Vi Il tel' in San I!'ranci~co or at the Sand wich 1131.

and", and upon the operling of spring to pl'octwd at once to the north, there awaiting the open

iug of the ice to go through the ~r.mit. Tlw,Y retum 10 winter quarters in the late fall and trans
flh iP tll eir cat~hes by rail or vessel 10 New Dedforo. Yessels sailing from .New Bl"diord tDr the

Arctjc leave horne in tlle fall, ill order to pass Cape IIorn during the HUIlllTler season. 'L'!WHt1

veo:sels seldolll stop Oil the varioni:' gJ'OlllHl8 ill their pathway, hut will uot refuse a good clUlIlce to

take a whale wiJeren'l' tht'.y ma;y he. TIH'.Y are fL"(·quelltl,r abseIlt 1'rom IJ()lul" fur lSl·n·ral yeill'3,

making annual cl'uises llorth frow tl.wir refitting station.
Ships and barks that (,l'I1hwu in the, Pacific Ocean in former year8 made their yoyage8 in frolll

thirty to forty-eight months, or an average of ahout f()rt~" mouths. At tlle present time suell U

\'c!:;sel slJippiJJg IJrtJduct8 home f'eldolll wakc8 a vo;",age in less than tbn'!' .-rears, and sometiwes
rues are gmw fly!, year!;. TIle uSll,li COllI''';,' of l'perm aIliI rig'ht, whalt' ,'ihips wLell sallilJg' in the

spring- or SUBmIt'!" i" to look tlJe grouIH] OVf'l' It;.; f,tr <1" the V\-estt'ril !slant]>;, tOllch tllere (md g~:t

n,l;ruit" alltl ;;hip oil, if they have all~> ; tllE'li rUIl down and sight the Cape Yenle, and sometimes

tuudl there for rl'fl'eshnu'll t8 umI ship men if lIeeded, whkh is qnit./' often dOTIl' at the Azores OJ'

'Veslern Island.;;. 'l'hey thell croSI:\ the equu,tor ill from 140 to 310 west. longitude, and, if bound

rouIJd Cape Horn, run along withiu a few degrees of the east coast of South America, generally to

t.he west of tlle l<'alkland hilands, am], ]Jassing" tluougu the Strait8 of Le "Maire or to tlle east of

Stateu Laud, steer for Ullpe Hoi'll, keeJling as Iwaf to tlw ('apt' us possihle, to avoid the strong

westerly gales and er.sterly current that i" usulllly fouJ](l aft" l;IJOre. After getting- around tbe
Horn ea<lh ship steers for ih; chosen grouuU. Iu cOlllin,g: howe they take a mort' easterly counw,

after getting intn the Atlantic Oeeall, than the pal'i8age out, so as to strike the sOUtlWlllSt tradl'

wind in about longitude 280 or JOO west; then make a direct track for bome_

If bound around the East Cape or Cape of Good Hope, after crossing' the equator IlJes ],:eep

by the wind in going through the southeast trades, and when ill latitude 280 to :\00 I'ollth, "teer

tu t,he ea8tward and double the capo. If uOIllHI to :Sew Zl',tlaud, tlJcy kellp ill the \"lLriable wi lid

to the l30uth of latitude 300 south, and pass around Vlln Dieman's Laud. If hound into tiw

Indian Ocean, after passing- the cape they steer for tiJeir !1e\'eral grounds. If "ailing late ill tilt'

seaaon, and bound direct for the Pacifle or Indian Ocean, ships keep the same CllUrse, except that
the;y go more to the soutlJ and avoid the Western Islands.

SUPPLY STATIONs.-The priIlcipal places in the Xortb Atlantic visited b;;" whaling n'ssels
for supplies or for trauR8hipment of oil are the Barbadoes, Bermuda Islanu!>, Fayal at the Azortc's,

amI Port Praya at Cape Verde I8lallds. In the South Atlantie the most important, plact'$, an:,

Pt~Tllambuctl, Uio de Janeiro, St Carherine, ~nd Montevideo, on tIll' "a"1', coa"t of South Alllenca,

On the African coast am St. IIelmm, Amhrozet, ami Cape TOWD.

In the Indian Ocean, Mauritius, on the Isle de Fraucc, is about the onl.y POIt WhtmN' 011 is

transi'lhipped and about the only pl:w..e for repairs, though there are otlu'r plaecl:\, a;.; Zanzibar,
Seychelle Islands, Singapore, and some (If tbe East India islands, that are Yisit ...d hy the ves,-;els.

On the west coast of Nt~w Holland f Shark's Bay, Geographe Bas, aud King Gt:'orgt·'1;\ SOlUIl};

als(), Hobart Town, on Van Dil'lDall'S Land, and Sydney, OIl the eRst coast of Australia, anI 1HII'P].Y

stations for vessels cruising on adjacent gI'ounds.

The principa.l places visited by whalemeu in the South Pacific are Munganni and Bay of

Islands, on the east coast of New Zealand, Fet'jee and Navigator's Island, Papeta, 011 the island of

Otaheite, and Nookaheva., olle of the Marquesas Islands; a.nd on the west coast of South America

the ports of San Carlos, Talcahuano, Valparaiso, Callao, Payta, and Tnmbez. Only two ports are

m,uch used for transshipping oil; these are Talcahnanof in Ohili, and Ba.y of Islands, in New
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Zealand. These, with Pa:rta and Tnmbez, in P{~rn) are the priJlclpal lwrw visited by flltip/o;. 'rIte

Galapagos Islands have somc g'ood harbors and arc occasionally resortetl to for the laud tUl'tll:'i'I

or terrapin that are abundant tb~re, On some islands wood can b{~ obtained, and on the south

aide of Chatham Island good water can be got with safety from November to May.
In the North J'>acific the principal port;; visited for the transshipment of oil are San Fran

ChiCO, Panama, Hila, ~nd Honolulu. Tacames, in Ecuador, Acapulco, on the west coast of Mexico,
Yokohama, llakadadi, Guam, one of the Ladrone Islands, Hong.Kong, and Manila have all been

\+isiting Rtatl.ons. There are alB<1 many other plaoo<> occaBionally visite{l by tlle Whaling fleet. For
the convenience of the Arctic fleet a supply vessel is sent from 81m -Francisco to meet the vessels
at Bering Strait or in the Arctic and receive what oil they may wish to seud home and supply

them with fresh provisions.

3. EARLY HISTORY OF BOAT·WHALING IN NEW ENGLA..!.'ID.

We find no records to indicate that shore-whaling was ever extensively practiced on the

ceast of Maine, though drift whales may have beell frequently cast a~hore and caI"ed for by the

shoremen. The following item, given by Hubbard in his hiatol'S of New England1 shows that
tbe people of Maine, in early times, were not versed in the handling of whales; t, In 1668 a sperm

whale fifty-five feet long was taken at Winter Harbor, near Oasco Bay. The like hath happened

in other places of the country, where, for want of skill to improve it, much gain hath slipped out

of the hands of the finders."

MASS.....OHUsETTS NORTH OF CAPE COD.

There is little in the early records to show what interest the people of Ma6saclJUsetts, north
ot' Cape Ood, had in shore whaling. It is probable that at Salem and .'icinit;y this business was

carried on iu a small way during the eighteenth century. :Mr. John Higginson, III 1700, writes
that at Balem~ It we h~ve a considerable quantity of whal<>o oil and bone for exportation."· He
writes again in 1706 to Ii friend in Ipswicb as if he were concerned with others in boat whaLing.

Drift. whales were freqnently found, and claiul!1nts notified to prove tlJeir rights before courts of
admiralty in RCCQrdanc(l with the laWE of the (Jolony. Boston paINfs of D~tllbe.r12,1107, ment,iQn

t.ue capture b,y boats of a 40·foot whale neM Noddle's Island. It is therefore inferred that whale

boats and implements for cn.pture were kept in readiness in the vicinity of Boston.

It is probable that, as in. recent years, drift whales were ta.ken at Cape Ann and other pointe
farther north along the coast of Massachusetts, though we find no record to show a definite
bnsines8 done in boat whaling at places north of Cape Cod.

BOAT W1IJ\.LING A'l' CAPE COD.

Starbuck has called atkmtion to the fact that the abundance of whales was one of the main

arguments for the early settlement of Cape Cod by the English, ll.ud has quoted some interesting

accounts of the manner ill which the aborigines hunted the whale two centuries and a. half a.go.
In Richard Mather's Journal of his voyage to Massachusetts, in 1635, he records seeing on theend

of the Bank of Newfoundland near to New England" mighty fishes rolling and tumbling in the
waters, twice as long and as big as an ox" and H mighty whales, sp(lwing up water in the air, llke.

---------~------
.. F!n.T: Atlnale of Salem, II, p.226.
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the smoke of a, chimney, and making tlJ{~ sell about them whitf' and hoary, as is said in .Tob, of

such incredible bigness that 1 will never wonder that thl", body of Jonas could he in the helly of a

whale."
As early as 1661, Samlwich, BarIll'ltablfl, Yarmouth; and Eastham were included in a propositiol1

regarding the di.<;trihntion of drift whales, submitted b.\' the general eonrt of Plymouth Colony,·

and ill 1690; tIle people of Nantllcket, finding that the peojlle 'If Cap" Dnd llad lIJadt' gr('ater llrnfi.

ciellcy in the art of Clltchillg whales than themselves, sent tLi Ilwr for all iw,tructor. t
The Cape Cod whllle fishery in the se,enteenth centur}-, and perhaps later. wa,s prosecuted no

doubt nearly exclufli\'ely from the shore, as was also (IOlle in Xantucket, and as to the preseJJt day

tbe sperm-whale fh;hery is carried on abont the I~el·mudas. A lookout was kept by watchIllen on
the shore, who ga,e signals when a whale appeared and indi{~ated his lllovemt:llts from their lofty

stations. One of these stations was on Great Island, at the month of \Velllleet Harbor, where, tra·

dition says, there were at one time tmlor twelve houses and the firl't tavern built in Wellfleet.
IVellfleet was then iuclnded in tbe town of Eastham; and it was doubtless by the people of this
settlemen t that the petltiml was prescHted in 1706, which states, "all or most of IlS are concerned in
fitting out Doats to Catcl} a,urI take Wbales when J8 SeaRon ofye year Serves; and whereas when we

have taken any whalo or whales, our Custom is to Cutt them up and to take away Ye fatt and Ye
Bune of snch 1Vbales as are brought in a.nd afterwards to let yB Rest nf ye Ho(ldy of ye Lean of

whales Lye on shoal' in lowe water to be washt away by ~'e sea, beiDg of nolO ,-allue HOI' worth any
Thing to 111'1,'7 and begs that Thomas Houghton or his assigns be permitted to take away this waste. t

Another of these stations was in what is now the town of Dellnis, aml is the present site of
the hotel called the" Ba.;y House." This tract was the joint Pl'OpcrtJ' of Dennis <md Yarmouth,

and wall reserved until March, 1871, when it Wl\,',l sold by the Illutual vole of the two towns-at the
yearly town meeting.

Starbucl{ relates tbat in 1724 alJd 1726, in the proseeution of the wars betw(~en tht'. Indians

and tbe colonists, some of the friendly Indians from the 'lounly of Barnstable were enlisted with

the express understanding that that they were to 1m discha,rged in time to take part in the fall

RDd winter whale·fishery. ~

This would indicate that the boat fishery was still at that time profitable and actively prose
cuted.

In 1737, a paragraph in the Boston N eWIi! Letter stated, a dozen whaling vessels were fitting in

Provincetown, for Davis Strait, and that 80 many people were going thltt 110t over a dozeu or
fourteen men would be left. Eastham also had a vessel ill Davif.< Strait tbis year, and th~ DIWis
Strait fleet from Ma8J'achuset,tfl alone is e8tirua,ted by Starbuck to ha,ve consisted of from fifty to
sixty vessels. Four years later Barnst-ablu had at least one whaling vessel which was captured

by the Spanish, and ill 1770 this port still had two whalers in the Arctic.

The Slze of the .Arctic :fleet of MassachUl'3ctt8 in 1737 would indicate that the shore"fishery was

falling oft· in importance. Indeed a statement to this effect occurs in Felt;s Annals of Salem,

nnder date of 1748, where it is Raid, " whales formerly for many Bucccasive years set in alongshore

by Cape Cod. There waf! good whaling in boats • • • . After some years they left this
ground a.nd passed farther off upon the banks at some distance from the shore. The whalers

then used sloops wIth whale-boats aboard, and this fisbery turned to good aocollnt. At present

the whales take their course in deep water, whereupon a peare our whalers design to follow

them." II
-._--_._~---------,------~._~~--~~_._---------

• STA.RBUCK: in Rep. U. 8. FUlh. Com., Part IV, 187&--'76, p. 7.
t M&H. Col. M86. manthntl, IV, fill. 72-73, fJ.llotoM by St1l-rl>'Mk, L Go, p.30.

t STAJtII'C"CK: l.ll.,p.17•
• I. 0., p.M. I8TARII1JCK: r. 0., p. 33.
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This corresponds also with st,atcments gathered by StHrbUt~k flQllJ various I>onrees t{l tb~

efl'llct. that the years 1737, 1738, alHl ] 739 were very unfortunate ones for the Jleoph~ of Provl.llC6

t,own, Saud widl, and adja(;ent, ports, insomuch that SOlll;:' of the iubabitants took into aeriou!:!

cOllsiden.. tion a change of rpsidence.
'llIe pcopltlof Yarmonth pr.'serVtj a tradition that tlw ('arly whale fishery of that region bad

for its ohject the capture of Lumpbacks and ri:;ht, whalefl. As ha" hecn suggested, the number

of humpbacks taken lUust hay;" been very eonsiderable, ,yet the right whales mllRt also have been

pleJlty in early days.

The Pl;;"month {~olollists, according to Thacher;· were inclined at first to settle on Cape Cod,

because large whaks of the hc.st k illcl for oil and bone came daily alongside, and played about

tlw ,;hip, while the mash'I" (prefmlllably of the" Mayflnwernj and hif; mate, and otherS experienced

ill fishing, preferred it to the Gn~eululHl fi,,;lw!'5'. III Vebruary; 17.'38, the Yarmouth wbalemen had

killed but Olle largf' whale during tht· "cawn; the l'om' of that beillg from 8 to 9 feet long. 'l'his

was of course ;~ right Whale, and the thing in tlw oo.;Cl11TeT1Ce rcmarkabh.' to the n~conler W<l<> that

a great many more had lIot ht;en taken the saIlW wiutt.lr. In "'larch, 17;>6, the boats of Province

town took a large wbale which liT"IhlC"I} 100 barrels of oil. Humpbacks rarely yield more

tha.n 50 barrels, and l'robabl,v would not han' lwen elal;sed among the numeronR "large whalesr;

taken in those years. Another [ll'guwclIt ill favor of tbe supposed carly abumlallCw, of the right

"'ha,le ill Ihest' watel'~; wm; that UPOlt their he{jOllllllg Hearce, a large fleet wa" forthwith dispatched

to Davis' Straits, wher(l 1l00H' hllt; wLaldwuc wlla,les oecur. The sperm·whale fishing of Cape Cod

was IlOt inangumted until ahont 183(;, 01' at It'asillol ill a permalleJlt way, thou gIl Starlmuk giveB

nine vessels from ,. Cape COlI" in l7oS!), eight of whicb cruised in the "Straits of Belleisle,': six of

wbieh obt,ained about. 50 barrels each of sjn'rm oil, the other two abont SIl barrels B'tch.

In the early r{'cords of UH~ Plywontll and :Ma,'isaehnsetts Bay Colonies are numerous orders

relating 10 drift wllaleti, among whi.:h we find the f(>Jlowing: "At a b{'ssion of the general court,

the first of the 8th mhnth; 164;\" it, was ordel'ed ao: olle IJf the uuties of the Auditor·General,

.1 that he shall take notke ami lookf\ aftr wafes, strayer;, goods lost, shipwr(-'ck,'i1 whale!>, &c., or

an~' such thiulJ,'s Of "'5& like nature, w r ye pticuler owner is not kllowne; aTld ~.• country may elaime

a l'rh'iledge in or coman right unto."t J lily 4-, 1(l;'j1j, it waR "ordered b.y the court that wlleru8
the eountrey llMh reeein{'d great daIJlrnagt~ by a defect in the order ahout the barrell of oyle due for

'>lIer.\" whale taken OJJ drift or ea"t on flhore as is expressed in the said order by leakqnage of

Casktl 01' oth erwise i the court 1m Il(' DJ'(!;>TNI ill,,~t for tn/.' iiI ture all RUI:h oJ'le as shalbee dlle and

payable a" afol';,;nid shallH'(' (h'liul'll~d att 11ostolJ~ viz, a fllll harn,ll of marcllantabJe oyIe for euery

\\,11:11.· am} tile lraiglJt tlJerof di"dJarged by tho~f~ that deliuer it, the t;aid oyle to bee deliuered art

Hoston to <'llch fl."; the Trf',lSIll'Cr ~hall appoint from yeare to ~year and a receipt, taken fmm such

a~ to whome it i:;; deliuercd l'halhce a discharge to those that fleliuer it."t In 1661 it was

"enacted uy tlw Court ;lIld the Authorilie tllcrof that who/ioellcr taketh any wbale on drift att,
l'Jea witl~out tbOl;tj bounds alld limites alrcdd;,-" set,t awl bring theill Oll !;bore bee shall have the one
half.' awl tlW Count,fey tile -otlw]' Il<llfe; and the COUIltrf':Y to uIlow (Jal,;ke for theiru pte of the oyle.

Tbat whosopuer o;Lall find any whale on ~bol'e on the Cape or elsewl18re that iJ:i out of any Townese

bounds and is Oll tile Countre;;'ell bounds or limittes sha.ll allow tlae COUlltrey two hogsheads of oyle
cleart: and payed to the COUll tre.'- ."§

On the 3d of June, 166:!, it was resolved that "wheras there bath bine much controversye

o<'ca.t.ioned tor want of a, full and c1eare settlement of matter relateing into .mch whales as by Gods

• Quoted by StaTbn"k, I. c" p. 5_
t R&oords of Ml:l.Il8&ch1l8(lttt!, II, p. 143.

1: Plymouth Colony Reoord8, XI,.p. 20a
UbW., XI. p.66.
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providence, doe fall into any pte of thi,'1. ,J uri,,><1ietiou, 'l'hii'l Court doth therfore order for the pre.

ventioIj of an:;" dh,content or contro7er"y for the fnture and for a finall 11;\8uC and settlement SOB

fan as ill tIlt> Court lyeth about the same; that for all ;;Ill'h whales U!'I by Gods proyjdeJlCl~ shallH'P

CUfit on Ilborc OIL fj,ny pte of thiR 110Urlllelll or shalh;;e hy au;\' cut v}J att. «ca and hf(>lJght 011 shore ill

thl· Gourflleul; there slmlbt'l; for t·n·l'y 811dl m"IJ Olle full llog'sht'ad of il-larehantallie oyle pa,F·d

iHto the COllutr;;y cldivlJred aft Boston hy Slid) tUWIW,\ or P~Oll" its an' IUI,.. rcfiled ill ihlJ 1a111ls "Where

til,',';' fall OJ' shall soc l~n tt VjI an,Y fli"h at!" se~); atHl iue:181' that allY flisll hee 80e con8idcrahly torne

or wasted that a, full flU3rh'r })It' lwe ~::;oa,·; t il('ll to }Jay hut halfc a hogsbead amI for such IueOIJ

sid,',lahh\ ]J(\peo>; of IIish as are los,;/' tbell !Iall'e ill'\'- shall pay 1101 hi Ilg; aJll] for tile l"t'stJdew of ~me11

flish OJ' t]I\' prodnct' of them ;I,,, rcumiJH'IS 011', Con lJ tH'.n·" pI t' bt'lllg (lbchurged. It ..halbtll' freely

aU, I,lie dispose of such 'l'OWUI'S ,Yilt'J't' it Edit< 01' J,)l' Ull' Jh'uifi'l t (,f ,~lldl :1" ('ntt them '"1': if t<lkt-'u

011 drift' without such bOUlHls as haH hiut' fOHlJ"rly sd,l; Ill,; same heilJg- I:'tiU eOlJtilJewed."~

On the 4th of No,ember, 1090, it wa,'~

"Onll:"l"l'd, that for the prl'Yl'ntio[] of COllt.l\sts awl suits by wlJale killers:-

"1. This Court doth order, that all whales killed or W0111Hied hy alJ.\- man & ldt at sea, "d

wlmle ki11ers that killed or wounded 8 11 \rhale Nllall prm;;cntl.y J'Ppa.irl2' to "01111' prudelJt person

WIJOlllC t.lle Ctlurt I>hall ,lppoint, aut! tht.'l'c gin' ill tile woullIl" of 1:\1) wlmJe, the time &, plaet'

W1Wll &, where kiJIed or wounded; and ~,! person oW a plloiuted :;,hall pret!entl~' (~Olflitt it ttl [(,cunl,

and bi~ rt'eord shall he aJIllWt'U g-on!l k~ti IlIOU,\' ill la w.

,,~. That all "Whall'S hrong'ht Ill' east 011 shore "haJJ be ,ie'Wl'd h;l tlw }Jl:,ri;OJ1S so appointed, or

Ids deput,y, before tht'.' arc ent, or allY way tlt'faeed arreT eome or hrnug-ll t Oil "llOre, awl Sd 'l'ie"Wer

81mB take a particular 1'l'cord of t.he wounds of 8~ whalc~ &: tiltH' & place whert· &; wheu brought

on.,hore; & his. record shall be good te8tilllun~- in law, and Sd VIPwt'r f'hl~lJ take care for Rt'curing

Sd fi:;,h for the owm~r.

"3. That whatever perl'lOTl or persons sha.l1 (~nl, up or tlefal~e auy whall' filih, hy cntting, Htab·

bing, or launcing, after come Oil shore or at sea, if a drifl, unless of J](:,ce1;sity to to\\"c it to Io1hore,

hefore it bath been viewed by the person appointed thereto, and a record tal,en by him, shall lose

th~ir right f() Sd fish, & pay a fine of ten pounds to the county. And p,d vi{'wers shall seize f;d

fish for the owners use, on the effeetlo1 thereof, alld &<1 viewer slmB haH:' power to make a deputy or

deputies under his haud, 8,m! to ha,e six shillingl1 for [each] whale 80 viewed &. reeortled of thp

owners thereof.

"4. That whosoever find, takes, or cutR up allY drift whale found ou f,}w stream, a milt' from

the shore, not appearing to be killed by an;r man, slmll be thet first sieze and secnre them, paying

an hogsheml of oyle to ye county for every snch whale."

MARl'nA'S VINEYARD.

fhe inhabitantB of this island were early engaged in boat whaling. AcoordiIlg ro Starbuck

the earliest mention of whalM at this plllCoe ooours in November, 1652, when 'l'homaR Da,ggett and

William Weeks were app()inted "whale cutters for this year." III the. following April it was

H Ordered. by the town that the whale is to be cat out freely, four men at one time, and four at

another, and 80 every whale, beginning at the east end of the town." in 1690 Mr. Sarson and

William Vinson were appointed by H the propriewrs of the whale" to oversee the cutting and

sharing of all whales cast on sh()re within the bounds of Edgartown, "they to have as much for

their care- aa one cutter."

• Ply. Col. Roo.• xi. p. 134, t IlHd.. vi. (). 202.
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"In 1692:' says Starbuck, " carne the imrvitable dispute of proprietorflhip. A whale was cast
On shore at Edgartown by the propri(otors, 'seized by BenJlrnin Smith and 1\lr. Jose!lh NortoIl in

their hehalt/ which was also elaimed by 'John Steel, harpooner, on a whale dE.'sign, as being killed
by him.' It. WM i:\",ttle<l b)' placing the wh1lo10 in t1l.e cust(J{l:;' \)f Richard Sou:wu, e~., and Mr.

Benjamin Smith, as agent" of the proprietors, to savCl by tryin~ out and securing the oil; 'and
that no distribution be wade vf the said whale, or effects, tm a.fter fifteen days are l~xpired after

the date hereof, that so such persolls WflO may pretend an interest or claim, in the whale, may

make their ehallelJj!t'; amI ill ea"e "ueh ehalleng-e appear sufficient to them, then they llJay deliver
the fluid whale or oyl to Illt: clllJ,llengMj otherwi.sc 10 give notice to the proprietor", who way do a8

the matter lIla;Y n'qnin>, By dm ilJhabit;tllt~ of _Manha's Vineyard, in J 702-'3, there apjJcar to

have been sevel'al whale:-; kHh:d. 'l'Le following entry occurs under that. d;1t1~ ill tbe court records;

'TLe marks of tilt' whales killed \.l;r John Butler and Thomas Lothrop. One whale lanc,:,Al near or
over Ihe OillOnld,'1' bladt', lll:'ar the left. shoulder blade onlJ'; another killed with an iron forward
in the left silk, ll\arkt~d \V j MId upon thl~ rig'ht side marked witb a poeket-knife T. L.; and the
other had an iron bole ov('r the right l; llOulder- blade, with two lance holes in the 83 me aide, one in

HIe belly. Thew wlmlt,~ Wtw\, all killed about the middle of :Febrlla,ry last past j aU great whales,
lwtwjxt (j and 7 alJd 8,foot hOlle, whiclJ are all gone from ns. A trlW account given by John

Butler from us, and recorded Per me, Thom~ Trapp, cleek.'''

I"ANTUCKE1'.

Tbe history of shore-whaling at Nantucket begins with the occupancy of that island by Euro

peans, abont the :rear 1640, altlJongh lll'ior to that time the Indian!> were doubtle8s aecm;tomed to

occasionally capture a whale. "The very earliest U(lCOUllt of a capture," says !lIt. C. S. Raleigh,
"was ill the )'ear 1608, when 11 party of InJilulI:l killed a hnmpback whale which got stra,nded on
a part of ~autlJc1;et, ealled Caton, in tlle inner harbor." "The first whaling expedition," says

:M:IWY, "WHH undertaken by some of the original purchasers of the island; t.he circumstances of

which are handed down b~' tradition, aud are as follows: A whale, of tqe kinll called 'scragg,'
came into the harbor and con/inned there three days. Thill excited the curiofiityof the people,
and led them to devise meaRures to prevent his return out of the harbor. They a-ecordingly

innmtt'd and caused to he wrought for them a harpoon, with which they attacked aud killed the

whale. TlJi~ first su(~('ess t'ucouragpd them tAl ulHlertake whaling as a permanent business; whales

behlg at that time nUlll1'ltOll~ ill tb~ vi.cinity of the ljhOTf",S."·

'l:!le i!;;lander8 wI're mlxious to ('ngag-e in the whaling indllli;try and; ll..Ccording to Starbuck,t
recorded a memoranduOl of a proposed agreement with one .Tames Loper; in which it is Mid that
the I'laid .James "doth Illgage to (~arrey on a- De"igllc of Whale Catcbillg on the Island of Nan.
tucket that il:' to My James r ngages to be a third ill 311 Respects; and SOUl of the Town Ingages

also to carre)' on the otber two thirds with him In like manner-the town doth also consent that

:first ODe company shall begin, and afterwards the rest of the freeholders or any of tbem have
Liberty to set u1' another COllpanr provided tht,y wake a. tender to tlJose freeholders tha.t have

no share in the first company and if any refuse the rt'st may go on themselves, and tbe town doth'

engage that no other Company shall be allowed hereafter; also, whoever kill any whales, of the

Company or Companies aforesaid, they are to pay to the Town for every such whale five shillings

and for the Incoragement of the said James Loper the Town doth grant him oon oores (If Land in
SUme Uouvenant pIaee that he may chuse in (Wood Land Except) and also liberty for the com·

monage of three cows and Twenty 8beep alld one horse with necessary wood and water for his
_.-.... ~------ -. ----·-:·~CY~'-Hj~t_ Na.~t~';k;;t:p-.· ~----- - -j&P«tu'-S:-Fiab eo;.,; ~~_._------~-'-
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use; on ConditioDs that he follow the trade of whalling on this Il:lland two years in all seasons
thereof beginning the first of March next !nsuing; also he ie to build upon his Land and WrIen
be leaves Inhabiting upon this Island then he is first to ofrer hi"" Land to the Town at a valuable
price and if tho Town do not buy it lie rna,}' sell it to whom he please; tbe commonage it; grantk,U
oIlly for the time of his staying here." "At the Barne meeting," cont,innes Starbllek~" John Sav
idge had a grant made to him', upon condition tb<lt he took up his l'{'sidence on the island for the

space of three years, and also that he should' follow hi!'; trad(~ of a eooper upon the island, ag the

'Town or whale COlllllan,Y have need to employ him.' Loper beyond a doubt, ne\'er improved this
opportunity off{'red him of imlllortaliziBg ldm~elf, but Savidge did, llnd a, perverse world bas,
against his own will, hauded (lowlI to posterit,)- the name of Lopt;r, who did not, come, while it, haR
ratller ignOl'ed that of Savidge, who did rernOYI~ to that island."

In the mean time the people of Cape Uod wert; h(;(~ODlillg more proticieut in whaling thau those

of NantUCket, so that the latter sent to the eape ill WHO, antI "<'lllployed a man by the name of
Ichabod Paddock to inl'ltruct them in the manner of killing 'Ilhales and extracting their oil.'"
}eroUl !5mall beginnings the- illdustry illCrOO!5ed, and reached its g,TPatt'"t prosperity in 1726, when,

8aY!5 Macy, eighty-six were taken, "a grtmter number than WaR obtained in any OlIC year, either

before or since that date. The greatest number ever killed and hrotlg-ht to tbe sbore in oue day

wal:l eleven." Shore wbaling at this period was tbe principal em(llo~'mentof t,he islanders. "The
Indians e\'en ml1l1ifest.ed a dispOHitioll for fishillg of every kind, readily joined with the whites in
this llew pnrsuIt, and willingly submitted to any station assigned them. By their assistance, the

white8 were enabled to fit out and man a far greater numLJer of boats than tbey could have done

of themselves. Nearl;y every boat was manned in part~ many almost entirely, by natives; some
of the most active of them were made steersmrn, and some were allowed even to bead the boats;

tlIus encouraged, they soon became experienced whalemen, and capable of conducting any Ilart
of the business."

The following incident illustrates their bravery when in danger:

"It happened once, when tbere were about thirty boats about six miles from shore, that
the wind came round to the northward and blew with great. violence, attended with snow, The
men all rowed hard, but made bnt little headway. In one of the boats were four Indians and
t.wo white men. An old Indian in the Lead of the hoat, percei\'in,!{ that the crew bega,1I to be,

disheartened, spake out loud in hiB own tongue, and said, 'Momadichchawr alU,qua 8ar8hkcc 8ar'!.'-kee
pinchee eynoo 8tmwmoooh-kee oha.quank8 'fcikchee pinchee eynoo;' wbich in English is, 'Pull ahead with

(~ournge; do not be disheartened; we shall not be lost now; then) are too many Englishmen t(1

be lost now.' Bis speaking in this manner gave the crew Dew courage. Thl)." soon perceived
that they made headway, aud after long rowing they all got safe on shore."t

Whales were abundant close in shore for many years, so that a plentiful supply of oil was
obtained without going out of sight of land. H The south side of the island," says Hector St.

Jobn, "was divided into foar equal parts, and each part was assigned t,o a company of six, which,
though thus separated, st.ill carried on tbeir business in common. In tbe middle of tbis distance

they erected e. mast, provided with a suftloient number of rounds, and near it they built a tem

porary hut where ftve of the assooiates lived, whilst the sixth, from his high station, carefully

looked. toward the sea, in order to obeerve the llpouting of whaleB." t
"The process {yf ftwiRg the whales; " says Macy, "&fter they bad been killed and towed ashore,

was to 1186 a ortW, an instrument similar to a capstan, to heave and turn the blubber oft' as fast as
--------------------------- -------_-._-.----------------------------

• LeY, op. oit., p, 30. t MSo8Il. Hj~t. 8oc_ Coil., iii p. 17f>.
t L6tti6n from ll.U AmeriOAll fW"wor; Hl'd"r ~t. ,JOIIll {Jr~ve'm~nJ ; pnllliHht>d 178'l.
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it was cnt. 'I'lH~ hlnbl)er was then,Jl\lt into tbeir carts and @nied to their try-houses, ",bleb, at

that earl,\' period, were placed near t() their dwelling-houses, where the oil was boiled out and

fith~[1 f'(Jr market.n •
Shore·whaling contilJued till about tbe middle of the eighteenth century, when whaleR became

scarce and were pursued by vessels, wlJen the boat-whuliIlg, as a rf\p:ular bnsiIless. was, according
to Macy, ltbaudoned. "The firf;t spcrm.whale known jn the islanders wa" found asbortl on the

southwest part of So,ntucket. It caused cOllsiderable excih·ment, ~ome tlemallfling a part of the

prize under Olle pretemse, SOllie under another, lHld all wer(~ allxiolls !o uehohl 0'0 Iltrange an
animal, 'JlJel'e were so man:.' claimant>; of the prize, tllat it wa~ liiJlieult to (leterlfiine to who it

should belong. 'fhe native" daimetl it beeaUl:'l' they fbuml it; thB whiteI:', to whom the natives
made knowll UJei,· disc(Jvel"S, elaimetl it by a rig'bt ('omprehended, as they affirlll('Ii, in the pur

ehal;e of the island by the original patent. Au officer of the crO\,-n made his claim, alIll pret.emled

to ~eizc the fish in the IIame of hig majest,\"~ aR being- property without lUl:i· particular OWIlCI'.

After COlJsiderable discussiou bet ween tlle"e contending pa.rties, it, was filially I:'ettled that the
white iuhahit;1tlts, who first f()Und the whale, should sham the prize equally amongst themselves.

The te(·tll, which were considered "lOry valuable, bad been extracted by a white man amI an Indian,

hl'/i)J'p allY others had any knowledge of the, whale. All diflieulty being now settled, a cornpa-uy

was formed, who commenced cutting the whale in Iliecl's convenient for tram:;portatjoIl to their try

work". The "perm procured from the head was thought to be of great ,a[ul) for lliPdical lJurposcs.

It wac; lHwd both as un internal and (~xternalapplication; and such waH the credulit)' of the people,

that they considered it. a cert'liu cure f,jr all diseases; it was Haught with u\"idit;,.'. and, for a,whik,

waf; ~'Ml'emed to be worth its weight in ;.;i1ver. The wIUl1f~ qnaTltity of oil obtained from thi8

whale i~ not known."t
RRODB I"LAKD AND CONKECTICUT.

In 1731 Rhode Island passed an act for the encouragement of the fi.shm'ies. giying "a bounty
M five shillings for e,ery barrel of wbal(\ oil, one penuy a POlHHI f(lr bone, and five Rhillings a

quintal for \lodtish, caught hy H.hode lslaud veslCleJiS, amI brought iuto this Cu]olly."t
The fh;hery bad bl:'(m carried on to some extent ill boati:\ from the shore, and whales WflI'C taken

in tlle waters of Xarragamwt Bay.

Tbe lir"t official document to be fonnd cOlmecting- the Sta1(; of Connceticnt with the wLale

fiBhery iB a reBolve p\U'.l>td at a meeting of th~ general court held 'at IIarVord, May 25, 1647, whic.h

says:

" Yf Mr. Whiting, wtb. any others shall make tl'salJ and p'secutc a de;;igne for the takeing of
whale ",thin these lihertyes, and if ,ppon tr,yall wthill the terme of two ~'eares, they t>haU like to

goe on, noe otbers shil.lbe snf!i>,red to interrupt the, for the tearme of 8eauen ~'eares.'·§

rt is probable tha.t drift·wbales w(lre occasionally taken along tho coast of Connectient in early

times, but we find 110 J>pecial reference to show that boat-whaling was ever engaged in by the

inhabitants.
NEW YORK.

Long Island, with its long stretch of sandy be2ches, was in early times a favorite resort for

boat whaJernen. It was the rival of Cape Cod, and the inhabitants on its eastern end found much

profit ill capturing whales, and shipping oil and bone to London. The following intereating account

of shore-whaling along tho.."e shores is t3ken entire from Mr. Starbuck'sll report on the whale
fishery.

• HiBt. Nantucket, p. 31.
~ Conn. Col. Roo., i. p. IM_

t Ibid., p. 32. ~ ARNOLP: llililt. Rhode Island, ii, p. 103.
I U, K Fish Commill8io:m"l"a Repmt, Part IV,lB7l'-'76.
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"It is probably safe to assert that the first organiU'd prost'JCntion of the American whal,-".fishery

was made alon~ the shores of LOllj:{ IflJand, The town of Southampton, which was settled in 1040

hy an offshoot from the nI:Ulfladmsetts Culml)' Ht L:nlll, waR quiek to appreciah' the value of thi8
souroo of revenue. In )fareh, 1644-, the tOWII ordered tlll' town lIi-dued into four wards of elm·ell

persons to each ward, to attend tD tile drift-whales cast :LsI.lOrf). '''hen f';Qeh an event took place

two persons from each wm-d (selectf'd hy IL)t) were to be emplo.rerl to cut it up. 'And lwery

Inhabitant with his child or servant that is above sixteen y.,ftrs of age ."llUll have in the Divisiou of

the other part,' (i. e. what remained after tlw eutters dcrlueted th.. double ",hart' thf'Y werf', ('x-officio,
entitlerl to) 'au l1quaU proportion prodd"d that O\ud.l IH:lrRon when yt faliR into hi ... ward a suffi·
cient, man to be imployed ahout. yt!"" AUJOiJg Lb,- Tlames of those delegated to each ward are

many wlJOse de"wendants became )JromiJII'llt ill the business as masters or owners of vessels-the

Coopers, the Sayres, Multurds, Peinmns, Ueuges, Howells, Posts, and others. A few years later
the number of lilquadrons' was increased to Rix .

•, In February, lfl45, the town orden:\ll that if any whale was cast ashorfJ withill the limitE! of

the town no man should take or carry away allY part thereof without order from a magistrate,
under pellalt.v of twenty shillings. WhOf\H.".r should .fiud any 1dlale or part of a whale, upon giv,

ing notice to It magistrate, should ha....e allowed him .fiw~ shilling", or if the portion found should

not be worth five siJillings the finder should have the whole. 'Ami yt is further orde.red that yf

allY $ball finde a whale or any peeee thereof upon the Lord'r; day then the ;~foresaid shilliug~ shaH
not he due or payahle.'t I This laf'lt elausll,' sa;y" Howen, 'appear!' to be a very shrewd thrust at

"moonin,g" on the bt'ach on Sundays.'
"It Waf; cu;:;tomary a few year!' latRT to fit ont expnditiolll'! of several boats each for ,,-haling

along the el)3st, the parties engaged camliiuA" out 011 1:ihorl' during- the night. Thef,;e expllditions
were mmally gone a,bont one or two weeks.t Indian,'l were usually employed by the EngliMh~ the
whites furniRhing all thfl Df'eeSsary implements, and the Indians receiving a stipulated proportion

of oil in payment.

"At Easthampton on tllp, GI,h of Novmnber, W;J1, 'It wa,,, Urtlered that Rodman iIlfulford Rhall

call out re Town b~' 8ucce-ssion to loke out for whale.', Eflstha,mpton, howeve::'t like every other

town where whales were ollt;tinahltl, Aeems to have had its little uuplea!'!antnesses on the sut1jectt

for in 1653 the t,own' Ordered that. th(l share of whale uow in controversie between the Widow

Talmage and Thomas TalmagE" (alaR for the old-time Chestflrfieldian gallantry) 'shall be di"ided

among them as the lot is.'11 1lJ the early deed/'! of tbtJ town the Indian grantorR were to be allowed

the fins and tails of all drift-\"ball1f~; and in th"" dee(} of Montauk Island and Point, the Imlians
and whites were to be tJqnal sharerf' in tlw81) priJms. ~T In 1672 tho ttJWIl~ of :r~asthampron,South"

a,mpton, and SonthwDld presellt~d a memorial to the court at 'Vhitehall 'setting forth that they

ha.ve spent much time ami paines, and th{l greatest part of their estatel'l, in settling the trade of

whale· fishing in the adjacent sea,,>, havlng enikarQ'/~red it alxJ1'e the.se twenty yeares, but could Dot

bring it to any perfection till within these 2 or 3 yeares la$t past. And it now being a hopefull
trade at Ne~' Yorke t in America., the Goveruor and the Dutch there do require ye Petit,ioners to

come under their patent, and lay verJ· hea\+J' t,axes upon Ihem beyolld anJ' of his 'Mat1e11 subjectM ill

Xew England, and will DOt permit t,be petitioners to haNe any deputys in Oourt," but beillg ehiefe,

do iUlpO!'le what LawA they pleal'le upon them, and insulting very' mnch over the PfltitiollerR

* HOWlilLI,: Hillt,. ,,1' Southampton, p. 179. t 1 Md., p. 184. j: Ibid., p. I1l3.
~ Bicent"nniaJ Atldre~~ at Eaatlw.mpton, 18f:>O, by Henry P. Hedgee. p. iI. UIbid., p. R. '\I Ibid•

• "In thill petitiou ill &ll ea.rly lLA.Ht!rtion of tbtl twin~hip of t1o.xatioll o.n,lre!'N'1'<'ntatioD. for which M_ohllNlttll
AIld her offilhoot!l were e....er l!j;reun9W1.
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thl't~atell to cnt. clnwII t1ll'ir tiwbeJ' wJIi(~ll is hut lit.tle t.lley have to Ca~ks for oyle, altho' the Pet..

purchaRml t.heir landi's of tll(' Lord Stf'rliIlf!:'~ {]l'lmty, llboye 30.\"I'ares since, and IUtvil t.ill now

nnder j,lw (J-oH'Tllment alJ(l Patl'lIt of :\11', \ViIltllwp, belollg-iJlg' to CllJlitrj~nt Pa.tf'nt, which lyet.L

far ffiOl'{' eOllveni(mt for :rl' 1'1~titirmer8 ai>;o.istanc.' ill the a.fore.said Trade.' 'riley desire, t.herefore,

either tn cimtilluP !Iuuer till' UOIllll'r~tjeutg'Ovt'rtlllll'llt, or to be made a free cllI·pllratiolJ. 'L'hiil peti

tion was ref('ITed to tIle' Council OIl Fordgn PJa,ll tat iOlJ 1:\.'

" This would make tIll' COlli melleelJl put, of thi" industry date back llOt far from the :year H150.

In I)eel,mber, 16;",2, the dirc(~l:or," of BUldJ 'V\,,,t hulia, COllJjllHlY writ.' t" Dirr'dor GeneraJ Peter

StnY\"l'."allt~ of New 1'01'1;:: 'Ill 1'l'iY;l.l'd t.o the whal(-'-lh,l1eJ'~'we IllHlorst.alHl tLat it mig-ht be taken

jlJ hand dnring 1'<0111(' parI of Tiw .Vtlll'. If thi:,; cuuld b(~ done with ;HI\"autag('~ it. wOllld he a very

desirable ma! tel', aud makl' tlll' IratiI' there flourish ClIlU anima.te J1i:luy people to tr:r their go()d

luck in tllut lmme!J.' III April (4-th), 1656, the eOllDl\il of Sew York; n'l\ein',r} the reqnest of Hans

,fong!J, I'i.,ld iel' am! tallllf'l', H;;kiug fOI':t tOIl of tram-oil ClI' Iwml' ({l the jid of ill/' whale lntely cap

t.ured: "
III ltiti\-l 1\11'. Maveriek write.~ from New York t~) Colont'J Niclwl", as follows;

"On ye Em'lt end of Long; hl!l.JHl there were twelve or thirtl'en whale;; taken before :ye end of

MaJ'eh~ amI what. SiTH~e wee bearl' not; here :11'l' llayl:y Home HPl!lJ ill the ver;}' barbour, sometimes

within Nutt lslaud. Out d' the l'illllaee, t1le rlt,lwr wpek, t.llP} r;truek two. hut lost. both, the iron

broke in UlH~, Oll' other l/luke nit, "-aTlW.Tlw t-i-rwermlUl' hath eneollraged SOllHl to folJow t.his

dm,ignc. Two "llOlIop.~ lllad(j fw itJ, but HS yrtt wee do.~ not, tWit)'I', of a,ny thp~' }J:lve gott,en,""

H]Il Hoi3,'" ('olltiU!lPf\ Starbud;.~ " i.lH\ town of Sout,harnpton pa!'l:if'd an order for the regulation of

whaling, whiell, jll tlllj Jattn part 0[ tho year, f('cel \"l~d tht~ fol](,wing ,~rmfi1'mation fr-om {-'-overnor

Lovelace: • "VIH'n'a~ there \Va" an ordinancp m:l'!p at a Towue,l\-1(,et,ing ill South Hampton upon the

ReeolJ(] l)a~' of 1\1:ty las relatin V t.o the Beg-ulation of the \Vhale Di;.;lling and Ernplo,ylllC1lt. of tlJe

IIJ(IJ'aJl!'l t herei!!' wlwrein J);'ll'ticularI.y it, is lH"lJtiorwd. That w]JO"op"er I<llall Hire all Indyan to

go a·'Yhaling~ shall lIOt, j!in: him for Iii" IIirp a,lJOve mw Trn,~ki]lg CI()ath Coat, for eadJ whale,
h\je am] hi" Company "llalJ Kill, or half!· the BilI1~ber, witlJout the \Vllail' BOlle ullder a Penalty

therf'in exprest,:l;po!) OOJl.~id'~I"\(·'()1I bacl thl'l'~npOn, I h:-wt.\ thought good to Allow of the Mid

Ihdel', And dr, Ill'J'eh,Y CunJirm th" ",a!Dt~, nlltj!~ome illeonvt'llieuce t,herein shall ber made appeare,

AntI do al~() OnIt'I' t.hat thf~ 11kl' Gull', ,,,hall h('(, follow~d at Ea.!':t Hampton and other rIa.ees if
thl'Y sh:\.l1 finde it practiCllhle amongst, tLelll.

,,, (J-iw'n 11tHlm' my hand in :, /:,.wYorkt'. the 28th OCNOVl'Tll b'r, 1672.'

" trPOli tll\' ~am(j day that tbr,' ]u·(!ph' of ,sout}lamption passed the for,'gohlg order, Governor

l,ovelace all<() in:;lled 1j,nd order eit iug- that in 1~'m"equeJJe(lof grl\at abullc to his Ro.yal Higbneils in

the matter of drifl,-wlu~lt'll upon Long Islawl, hI' had thought fit. to appoint Mr. Wm. Osborne and

1\11'. ,JOhn Smith, oj' Hempi'ltead, to IlUl.k.) strict inquiries of Indians and English ill IT,gam to the

matter.t

"It wa."! earl~- 10Ulld to be essential that all important eontrad,s and aMreements, especially

I between the Englisll and Indian,;, relating t,o the killillg of whales Rlwull] be entered upon the

town books, and signed h.,· t.ll(' l':utit>,"l in prf'i<encl.' of the elerk and (;ertified' by him. Boat

whaling waR Ill' gf'uerally practiced, and WHI'! eOlli'lideretl of so much importance by the whole

.\Omnmnity, that eVl'T~' lOall of HuHieieot a.bility in tLl>, towll was obliged to take his turn in watch·

ing for whales from some eJ('Yateuposition on the beach, and to sOllnrl the alarm on one bt'ing

lleen Ilear tbf' COal'lt.'t In April (~d), 1668, an agref'llH>nt, wa;; ,'ntered on the records of EaRthamp·

~ j),w. or C"l. Hi,.t :"1'\' 1"'1'1" HJ p. 18::. • ;•. Y. CoL, Mi'oiR., GeMral EfttriAA iv, p. 12:~, Prancu. Lovellloc6.
,H!-)'\"l~LL ~ Hi",j, ~na!-,h~HnJlt,on.



TIlE WHALE FISHERY. 35

ton, binding' certain Indians of .J\fontanket ill the filum of £10 filterling' to gn to 8ea., whaling". on

account of ,Tacobus SkaJicnger and others, of Easthampton, beginning" on the 1f1t of :Xovembcr ami

elHling on the 1st of the ensuing" April. ther engagin~ , to aUI'IIlI dilligently with all opportunitie

for ye killing of whales or other fish, for yc sum of three shillings a day for every Indian; ye sayd

Jacobus Skallenger and partners to furnish all necl's8al'iH emft and tackling convfmicnt for ye

designe.' The laws goveruing these wbaling--companies were based on jUf;tico rather Ulan !lelflsli

11('/>8. Among the pro.i8ions was ooe passell ,faunary 4, luG!!, whereby a member of 0111" {;ompany

finding a, dead wbale killed by tlie otlwr eompmly was obliged to noti(\' tIle latter. A prllllent

proviso in the order wa.<; that thfl perI-Hill hring-ing the tilling>: should be well rewarded. If tlH~

whale wa!l found at sea, tbe killen, ll-nd tindel'S wetl, to be equal sharers. If irons were found in

the wha,le, they were to be reRtored to the oWlIer,,>.OI< In 1672, .Tohn Cooper desired leave to employ

Nome' 8trange Indians' to a~Nist him in whaling, which le~1n, was gT3.l1ted; t lmt these Indian

allies required tender handling-, and w{'re quitp a,pl tl. ignon'\ their contracts wht'II a fair (,XCURC

eOIl!d btl found, e8pecialJ,Y if their hands had all"(;ady elORNl (l\"('r thp fillanela] cOllsidemtioll. Twn

or t,hree petitions relating tt. caSt'S of t.lJir; kiud an; Oil fill' at, Npw York. One of th<:'tll is from

',Jacob Skallenger, Stephen Hand, James Loper HIHl other adjoinf'd with them in the Whal.e

Dei'igne at Easthampton,' alld was presented in 16'i"5. It sets forth that tbey had aflsociated

together for the purpuse of whaling:, and agreed to hire twelve lndianf; and man two boats.

Hanng- Noell tbe nati,e!:i yearly employed both h.Y lJeig-hbors al1d thllse ill sUITOumJillg- toWIll',

they thonght there could hf'110 Ohjl'diou to their doing" likl'wilw. Aeconlingly, tlif':'" ftg't·f'f'll ill

.Tune with twelH' Indinm; to whale for them (luring- tut' fonowing- spaRon. 'But, it feU ont- !loe that

foure ofthf' Raid Indiani' (competent & experi('t\('f'(i lllell) hdOllged to Surlter-li"huul whof' with tbo

rest recrived of yonr pt.lticon'" in pt. of thpir hi!"e OJ' wages :!5s. a peecr in hand at. tbt' time of the

contractJ as the Indian CURtome iR and without which the:\" would not pngug-e thelllReJ'('I,l to goo to

Sea as a1ore;:,a,id for your P('ticon'MI.' StJOll afll~r thiR th{'w camp all 01'(1('1' from the gow'rJJOr requir

iugJ in eonsequeo{\f\ of th(~ tl'Oubles between the ElJglilOh and the ~1horigill(,s,that all 1IH!iitIlS RllOUll1

remain in their own quarter,; dL1rin~ til(' winter. 'And SOHI" of t1w t<nnwof Easthampton wantf'·

inp; Indians to make up t-lj(~ire crue for whalejug thf'Y tal, 0 ath',tntag:e of your lion" Rd Urdre therf'hy

to hinder your p~~tiMnTOof the flaid fOUl'e Sholt1;\r.Island Illdl<1nt;. OUI! of yf> Oy('r;;peri' being' of the

Company that would so(' hinder your patii;on ra• And Mr. Barker warned yo' pf'ti~OllTO not to ell

tl'rtaine the said foure Indian/! without lieence from yOllr hone. And althongh some of your peti.

conerA OPPoflitefl in this mat,ter of great weight hl t,!I('.lli Aeek t,o prevent yo" peticonl'O from hllning

tlJos(' fonrt' IwliaIlI3 under pMhmee of z('al in fulfilling Y' hall"" ord(>r. yet it i~ mml, tlwn apparent

that tht'y endeavor to break yo' peticon'"" Compaur in yt maller that ROC they thelllse!.e}l- Illay han'

-opportunity out of the other (light Eastlmmpton Indians to surpI,! tbf'ire OWIlt' wantRJ After rf'p-

re~ellting the 1m,s liable to accrne to them from the failure of their deskn and the inability to hire.
Easthampton Indians, 011 account of their beinA" already eng-aged by otht'r companiei:\, they u<-k

relief in the premises,t which Go,ernor Andro.<;s. in an order dated Novemher 18, Hi75, g'l'ants

them, by allowing them to employ the afor{'~aid Shelter·li'lalld llltlianl'.§

~~Anothercase is that of thp widow of oue Oooper, who in 1677 lH'titiolH: AudrOSfl to COlllJwl

some In<lians who had been hired and paid their adntnt'-e by bf'r late llU8baml to fulfill tl' IJer tlw

cont,met made with him, tbt"y hln-ing: been hiring out to otlier parties since< his dr,l'ell~c, i!

• Thi~ Qode Wll<'I very IIinillar to th&t- o,ftem'ard adopted in thlJ r.fIO'iMtd.l'LSctt.. BEt~- .

• N. Y., Col. MSS.: Gllnara.l Entriefl, iT, p. 2.%. i N, Y. Col. MSS., x~w, Sir Ed, AlllIn",", Jl- 4l.
~ WlIITl'Rts, 0rd.rH. PJRj!!'lt8, kb. j I674--lt.l7!I, p, WL fN. Y_ U<JJ. Mffi'; .. x.rri. !'. ltt.t
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"The trade in oil from I,Dug Island early gravitated to Boston alld Oonnecticut, and this was

always a source of much uneasiness to the authorities at New York. The people inhabiting East·
hampton, Southampton, and vicinity, settling under a patent with different gnarantees from those
allowed under the Duke of York, had little in sympath.y with that government, and always tnrned

toward Connecticut as their natural ally allli Mas8achu8ett~ as their foster mother. Scarcely had
what they looked upon as the tyrannies of the New York governors reduced them to a sort of sub

jeclion when they were assailed by a fresh enemy. A Emdden turn of the wheel of fortuDe brought

them, in 1673, a second time under the COll trol of the nutelL Durin" this inoorregnuill l which lasted

from July, 1673, to Novemuer, 1674 l they were summoned, bJ thcir then conquerors, to send dele·
gaoo& to an assembly to be convened by the temporary rnlers. In reply the inhabitants of

Easthampton, Southampton, SOlLthold, Seatoocook, and HUlltington returned a memorial setting

fortb that up to 1664 they had lived quietI", and prosperously under the goverument of Oonnec

ticut. Now, however, the Dutch bad by force assumed control, and, understanding them to be
well di&posed, the people of those parts proffer a series of ten requests. The ninth is the par.

ticular one of interest in this conIlection, and is the only one not granted. In it they ask, 'That
tQcre be ffree liberty granted ye 5 townes aforesd for J'll procuring from any of ;re united Collonies
(without molestation on eit,her &ido:) warpes, irons, or any other necessaries ffor ye comfortable

earring on the whale design.' To tLii> reply i~ made that it 'cannot in this conjul.ll:.tion of time be
allowed.' 'Why.' says Howell,· "the Council of G-overnor Cohoe chose thus to snub the English
in these five towns in the matter of providing' a. few whale-irons and necessary tackle for captnriIJg

the whales that happened along the coast, is inconceivable;" but it must be remembered that the

English and Dutch had long been rivals in thifJ pursuit, enm carryi n g their rivallj' to the extreme
of per80nal conflict!!. The Dutch 801;!!:1Ullled to be, and practically were, the factors of Europe in
tbis business at this period, and would natumlly he slow to encourage any proficiency in wha.ling
by a. people upon whom they proba.bl,y realized that their lease of authoritJ~ would be brief.

Hence, although they were willing to grant them every other right in common with those of their
own nationality, maritime jealousy made this one reqnest impracticable_ How the people, of Long

lsland enjoyed this state of affairs is easy to infer from their petition of 1672. The oppressions
alike of New York governors and Dutch conquerors could not fail to increase the alienation that

difference of habits, astlociations, interests, and rights had implanted witbin thew. Among other
arbitrary laws was ODtI compelling them to (larry all the oil they desired to export to New York to be

cleared, a measure which produced so much dissatisfaction and inconvenience that it was beyond
a doubt" more honored in the brea-eh than in tne observa,nce." At times some captain, more
scrupulolll!l than the rest, would obey the letter of tbe law or procure So remi8Bion of it. Thul!-; in
April, 1678, Benjamin Alford, of Boston, in New England, merchant, petitioned Gilvernor Brock~

holds for permi.ssion to clearwith a considerable quantity of oil that he had bought at Southampton

directly from that port 10 London, he paying all duties required by law. This he desires to do in
order to avoid the hazard of the voyage to New York and the extra danger of leakage thereby
inourred. He was aooordingly allowed to clear as he desired. f

• Hiet. of Soutlur.mpton, p. 62.
tN. Y. Col. MSa., :l:J:"Vii, pp. 65, 66. Aooompaoying tht' order is a blank olea.:ranll6 :reading 118 fullow.: .. Permtt$

&, llnfi'1ll" the good--of--A. B. Commander, bound for the Port of London in Old England to p-.e from the
Harbor at the North-Sea near South.... at the EMt End of Lon~ Isl. with hor loading of Wha.le Oy1 &0; Whalebone
without an,. manner of Lett Hindranee or Molestaoon, shea haVing boone eleared by order fro-m the Cll¥tom honae hue
&- given lleoority aooordingly. Given under my hand in N. Y. tbi'! 20th day of April in the 30th ylllloM of his Matift

raigne Ae Domini 1678.
"To all hi, Ma- Ot'D-e'" whom thia may ffiloeemll!'
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C'In 16M an.aet for t.he I Encouragement of Trade and :Navigation' within the province of K(iw

York was passed, laying 3. dot,)' of 10 per cent. on ltll oil and hone exported from New York to
any other [WI't or plaoo except directly to Englanu, Jalllaic.a, Barbadoes, or some other of the
Oaribbean Islands.

"In May, 1688, the Duke of York instructs his agent, .lohn Leven, to inquire into the number

of whales killed during the past six years within tbe provinee of ~ew York, the produce of oil
and bone, and labont his share.'· To this Leven makes reply that there btu,; been no record kept,
and that the oil and bone were shared uy the companics killing tile fislt. To Leven'l:l statement,
Andross, who is in England defending his colonial government, fu,sertl;\ that all those whales tha
were driven ashore were killctl and claimed by the whalerlS or IlHlillllS.t

"In August, 16S8l we nnd the tir>'lt re(~ord of au int(JntilH\ to obtain sperm oil. Among the

records in the State arcbivc~ at BOlSton is :I, petir,ion trom Timotheus Vanderuell, commander of

the brigantine Happy Returll, of New Yorke, to Governor Andross, pra;ring for' Licence and Per
mission, with one Equipage Consisting in twelve mariners, twelve wha1emen and six Diners
from this Port, UPQll a fishing design about the Boharoes l~lalld~, And Cap florida, for sperma
Coeti 'whales a.nd Racks: And flO w rettime for this Port..' t ,\rhether this voyage was ever

undertaken Qr not we havo no u.wallS vf kDl)willg, but the ptltition is vonclusive evidence. that

there were men in the country familiar even then with some of the haunts of the sperm-whsle and

with his capture.
•, Francis Nicholson, writing from FO,rt .lame!:!, December, 1688, says: 'Our whalers have had

pretty good Juck, killing about Gray&! End three Jarge wh.a.le.l'l. On tbe Baste .End aboute .five or

six small ones.' § During this flame year the town of EaElth:tmptoh beLli g short of money, debrors

were compelled to pay their obliga.tions in produce, and ill oruer to have some system of exchange

the trustees of the town •being L~gall.}' met Marcil 6, 1688-9 it was agreed that this years Towne
rate I3hould be held to be good pay if it be paid as Follows:

£.4. d.
Ory merchantable hidee att ••. _•.••.•. _•. _•••••.• ,,_ ... _. _. _••.. _. _..... __ ".'" _..•. _. _. _..• _ __ ._ 0 0 ti
Indian Cont. __ •••• _.• "_ •••• _••. __ ••. " .... ' ..• __ •. . "._ "._" ' .. ' ...•. _ _. " .•..... _._ """ 0 ;~ 0
Wh8lle Bone 3 feet long Ilona llpWB.rd/,- ..••. _•......•....•.....• _... _....•.... _. . __ .... __ .. .• _.. -._. 0 0 a'

NOT1l'.-U ia eatll!Ult8d by l}at}rge R. Ho~ells, from p&pfl1'a on iili> in tbb offio,; of tb& sooretary Df mte Df N"w
York, that the boat-wha.lemeu of Southampton in 1~ t.ook 2, 14~ barrel« of oiL

.1 In July, 1708, Lord Cornbury writes again to the board. of trade regarding New York

a.fI'airs.ll In his Jetter be says: CThe quantity of Train Oylmaoe in Long Island is very uncer·
taiu, Ilome years they have much more fish than others, for exallll'lt' la8t year the~' made four
thorumnd Barrils of Oyl, amI tllil,i last St;ia80fl they havfj not made above Six hundred: About
the middle of October they begin to look out for fish, the Sea8011 last,s aU November, December,
January, February, and part of March; a Yearling will make ahout f~)fty Barils of O~'l, a Stunt

or Whale two years old will make sometimes fift:y, sometillles I'lixty BarrHs of O;rl, and the

larbtest whale that I have heard of in these Parts, yieldlOld OUe hundred and ten barrels of Oyl,
and twelve hundred W \light of Bone.'

., In 1709 the fulhery had attained sueh value on Loug IllI<1ud that /WIDe parties 8tt.el'llpted to

reduce it, so far as p08!:'ible, to a. monopoly, and grants of land previously made by GO"ernor
Fletcher and Qthe1'8, in flo reckless and somewhat qoestionable manner were improved for per.

sonal ben~t. Earl BeLlomont, in commenting on these irregular practices, writ.es to the lords of

tradfi, under date of July 2 of that year,~ citing, among others, one Oolonel Smith, who, he states,

• N. Y. '001. Jieoorde, ill, p.282. t Ibid., p. 311. t Mass. Col. MSS., U6mpation, 'Vi, p. l.26.
f.1M4., iT, p. 903. IN. Y. Co!, Rec., v,p. 00. ., ,fiW., iv, p.!iS5.
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'Las got tIlt} lx',wh on the <#w 8UOJ't' for foul't.y miles together, after ~Jl odd mautlf'!r as J }:lavh twen

told bJT l!lOIDl\ (If the iulJabHa,llts ... 'II • having forced the town of Southampton tIJ tA1k~ \\

poore £HI fm the greatest part of the Raid beacb, which 1l:l not a valuable cotH>idBratiou in .w.w)
for Colonel Smitll him8df uwn'd to me tOat that bl:ucu w.t;; very protit",hle to hlw. {u, wbale tisb·

tng) mill tbat oue J'OiU' he cleared £500, by whales takell there.)
;, In 1116, Eamm,l ~fll1ford, of Ea."'thlHll})t\)U, in a l1etition to th~ King, gave a sketcb (,f the

pl'ogfef;s of thil> \u<lui'ltr,Y in that ,'id\\\ty.it< In th~ rt:cital of th~ gl'i~V\U1C(,S of his neighborl> and

hinlg~lf, {wo, write1'l that • the inh&,bitants of tile "'aid Towm;uip llud 'Parts adjacent did from the
milt EstabHlSlirueut of the said Colmlyof Ni'\\" York €lJj<ly the Pri"i1ege & Betlefit -of lisbillg fot'

wb.<t.]o &; i1pplyin,!.f)l& AAlUlj to t.heir own Will ill; their undoubted ri~bt ;.I,m] property.'} By bil'!

petition it appe.,,\l',, further that ill 11)04. G\)v'~l'twr ~n(:oll:; and l:loundl dtfeeted that dfift-wbale~

Bhonld l)ay a duts of e\'(~ry .si~tN~nth gallon of oil to the gove:rnm~nt, 'exempting the whales tha.t
were kiU",rl at Se,t oy persolis WlH) went Oil tll,tt il\:lsi;:,'1l ftoro auy dut.y or ill1poi3itioll.' (i-olJvernQl'

nongan alosQ clllltll6d tlnty ou drift·wlm!ps, :lIld he also exempted those kille-t1 at !lea. 'There Wlliol

no pretpllce,' {]J1tl{w Dougall} 'to ,'It'iu, l-IllCll whu.k\> or to f'x;J.d all;yth\ng from. ttw fisht;!rmeu OIl
that aceuunt, b!:'ing their ancient rigbt amI propt::rt,~-, 'l'h.m; the inuabitant,." had the right of fish.·

fag preserved to them, and the Crown the bcueJlt' of all ,hift 'Wha.h.'s" and ,~verytlJ.ing l>OOlllOO well
est~bli.llbell h~l:}weeI) the Crown aw] tllf'. People, wnu OOJlt.inued clJearfnllJ-', 3UQ willl success\,. to

carry on the ~ai.,l fishing trade.' Tuis, stattl of affairs ()Ontillu~d until 1696, "'hen Lord Co-flibury
(aft~l'watd Earl of Clarendon) lW,(\l\me governor. It w,<~g th(oll. afil10llilcerl 1)y th6se iA \1Qthority

th.at the whale was a t Roral Pil'lu,' and belonged t;Q the ()l\ll'ftl; CotlsN]uently ail wbaleI'$ must

be lictlJl.'wd •for that purpQIffi \l'bi<:h }w 'VftS &ure to JntlKI) !fleW l>a-)' for, amI aJiw contrlbute good

Pfl.rt of tbB fruit {ll' tbeir ];l.bour; TIll h';15~ i'hat a neat, 14th l'<icrt, hf tbt. Oyl"" and BOlle, when C'1t up,
and to hi'ing ih!:l ~iJme ttl New YoTk au 100 mileS dillbtllt frt>m th.eir habitation, an l;\XactlQll ilO

gri<'.vou~, that Jew ptJOllIe did IW~l' comply for iL't Th" rel\ult of thitj poH{~.v \Va" t() di~QUI'ag'tl

th(>; tio;her,f1 Il.'l(llts imIlorta.u{w was sel1sibly decrea<wd. In 1'Ill the New York authorities issued

a Wl'J/., to t}liJ l:llmriff~ dirl'etiuJ,:: tlwID to "eize, all whales. ThiB demlB.1I1 c.re,aret.l Illuch t:listurbanc~

but the :pe-l)pl~. kl\()wing 110 reI\l(.'tly, i;ubmitted with what l,."l'Mi) th(l,y eQuId to what they felt Wl\io>

n grie->Ilu},\ wrong, aTld an ill1"rilll!:ement ul'0tl their l'ight~ -uml~r tUll pa,t-en.t und£lr which. thl:iir
settlement was tbumloo. Sifi(jc tha.t tiWi3, Mtl:lford <xmtiuu€sj a formal prosecntion liad boou

oommenr.e11 .agalDst him for hiring ImljalJ!3 to a&Sigt bim in wlw'}ing. Be concludcil bill' petiNoD

with tlw llSAl'lttiou that, \lnIes!; slJmf\ l'eHt.'J WWi> afforded, tbe fishery m\1Bt bl;J ruined, SillOO 'the

peri'iou conct<flwd will not be brought t~J tb.e hardl;hip of waiLing out at sea IllltUy months., & the

diffieuJty of urilq:!.iu~ iuto Xcw Yo~k th"3 fish, aud at mfolt }11'loying so great a. r;llal'e of their protlt,1

.. MUlford, dlldog lhe latter part of bl'" life, was continually at loggerheads with the govern
Ult;lnt at ~t'>w ;t{l1'J;:, A- I>tl1rdy repn,senrahve of that Puritan oppositlOtl to inJul>uoo and wrong

with whietl the cQrly !>eWer" of EastllrnLoug Island w~re sO tl.lOroughly imbued~ the der-Jifling

Sl;\a.fS of hit; lif{J were continual eras of con't{>,U((Qu against the tjl'au:uie~and e13Ction~of goveruofS,
whose onlS iuteI'&it; .seemed U1 be to ~l1Ck tIJe lite·blood from the bodies of thtlS6 o:niortun.at~ fiies
e»:ught ill their Rpiuel"'s-llet, anJ caJjt the Ullt'16S8 1'blQ<liDlJ rell1()'rsel~lJ-' away. He was on-e of tal'

:----'"""C"--.~.,._-~.,,~,.-.~.,-

'oN, Y. Col. Rfl~., v,p. 4.14.
These Itt*' lllldouhkdl)· W L.a.t ttl." lllltboriti<;s vr6;fe }llo;llo!Wd to te~m "M:lI>~.Lusatt8not!oQll.,l'

~ It WlIo& thMb outr>l.awu~l.fU....jh~t law!!. ~t brongM the gllVllroment ~t<l t~ notoritlua dh.repuw it Il<tta.i~

~'it:U H;,; optlling dtlPNl.dt\.lldWl from 11.>75 t-o 1120. Ill. MMllh, 1f>9!:\ illl} t:QlJVcU 01 Lmd t1m:~llbury daclarad ~'<U'taiD

drift. ...b41ea t1l:~ Vl'l7pmy uf t,h$ Cro't'lJ (which app..rl'ntly l,Gt\aIJ,t ill minimum a$.oWlt to tht\ K\,~g (md n ma:dmttm
",ll:>t<l t.<.> thtl govefuor), "w1wl> t.h<:-j;"h;l,-,o::t c:on mak,; no jll"t claim lit" h!l.dng ki!l,;J lhelll," 0"" Ri"ha~,l ~·J.oyd

h1l:\,lbg oft'.;red ~ ~",w/lfd to "1I~' JPrti"d b~1l}giug hilll iuformatioll of ..nch whaA"3, tb", c'J\111cil nrQe're<:llJ.n 1Jlqui"1m~
tho ltItL1,!:<lt JlI orllo"r tl\ prevent, Jluch pcswtirmJj; ill the. fuinre. (COli/mil Minut6lt, vill, p. ~.}
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remonstrant!:! flg-ainflt the LtlHltixatioll of the ea':itern towm; to UH' New 'fork government, Ltlld hom

1700 W 1720 was the delegate from these tOWlll:5 to tite assembly. III 171t; the oppoo\ition of the

government tll bis contltitucllCY reached the ]lOilll. of a per)<oual 00ntliet \-ViOI him. In a t'lpet'eh
delivered in the assembly in thifl ,year he boldly alld Ull~PHI'iIlg:ly delwluwed the authorities as
tyrannical, extra,vagant, and dighone"t; II., eiled llUlHt'l"OU" ill,st,ance" of hljllo:tices from officero;
of the customs to the traders of and to hh; I;llctioll. "'hile p'ain Wit" selling in Boston at 611. per

bU8hel, and only commandhlg Olie·luj,lf of that in New York, hi" people were compelled by existing

laws t{~ lose this difference ill value. Wldle Hlb gO\'crnmf:nt wad comlllailling of pavertJ' aod tho
lack of disposition on the part of the peopl;; to furnish means for its wbsi"wnce, the governor had
received, says )'lulto-rd, duriug the past three year", t.hree time,; tue combined iuuornlj of the
governors of Mal'i8achusetts, Hhoue Island, ;mtl Conneetieut. III 171G tIle assernbl;r ordered this

speech to be put iuto the hand" of the "pcakcr l hut Mnlt'unl, ,viUlOnt hesitation, caused it to be
puhlished and eircnlated.· From thio; liille fortll tIm war Ullon him wa,8, so far as the government
was concerlled, a 8erie~ of pel'>;ecutio1Js, but Mulj()f(l nnuauntedly hl·aved them all and ill the end
was t,riumphant. Quite a number of IflUen:; passed between the g'ov(,l'llOr ami himself, and between

them both and the lords of trade in London. As an earnest of the feeling his oppoaition bad

stirred up, tile governor commenced a, suit against llim ill the 8uprerue court, the judgell of which

owed their appointment, to the exccnti\'e. Shortly after this, Gon:rllor E1ullttlr, in a communi·
cation to the lords of trade regarding tll(' >;tate of affairs ill tlw province, writes that he is informl'ld

that Mulford; who' has contiuua,lIy flown ill faec ut' govtjrulHeut,,' and alwllJs disputed with the
Crown the right of whaling, }Jas gOlJe to Lt)JJdvv to UIgl; Lis ca.st;.t lie states that' that poor,

troublesome old man; is the ol.dy mutineer in a province otherwise quiet (an assertion that

evidenced either It rockIes!; disregard for truth, or a want of knowledge of aft'airs im'Musably

culpable); that tbe case be pleads has been brollg'ht befOUl the supreme court and decided against
him, and Mulford is the only llJaD who disputes the Drown's right, and tile good governor

charitabl;r recommends their lordshipi> to ' bluff him,' t Still later, II ullter staws tltat it was the

custom long before his arrival to take out whaling' liel'u~h;.Mall;Yeanw Yolllutarily and did so.

If whaling is • decayed,' it was not fbI' want of wball;lIIwll1 fbI' j he llumher inew>a"li'1> yearly; 'but

the tru.th of the matter is, that the TQwn of Boston is thp l'ort of 'l'rade of the People inhabiting
that end of Long I8land of late years, so that the exportation from hence of that commodity must

in the Books he les8 t,han fOl'mer!.y.' l'he perqlliliiteR aJ'h;ing from t.he ]:laic of the;,;(\ liceuf\es wt'J'e of

no account in themselves, hut yielding in this matter would only open a gap fot" the disJlutation of

every lJerquisite of the government.§

~ A'J0py ofthi~ Bpooch j;< bonud in ..n 0111 l'olumeof till; BOBwn }\ew,,-Letter, jn th,., Jillt'ary of tht' ll08ton AtbenM'om.
tin the lMl,lre,..; of H. P. Hedg"llllt t,h" Hi·Centennial celobrntion at Eil~thumphm, in 1&:>0, il1J BllY~. when Mulfurd

fiuall~' repa.ired 1.,0 L'JIldon to preoout tbe cuM; too I.hl' King, he Wall obiig:eu tl) cou<'"al his intention. LelO~ingS'Hllu·

llompton secret.ly. he l!londed!lot N"WpOlt, walk<;d 1.0 Boaton, lind from t]",llce cm\;..rl,;c,l for London. Arrived there, b.,
"prllaeutoo. his memurial, which it is "aid attrll.(lted much attent.ioJJ, nUll vn's reall by him in thi' HUD«e of Common~."
Be 1'I.lttltnoo bomB in tnuml'n, 110.vlug obtaiO(lcl the deilire,! end. At thi~ /,i{fJ(; h,) Wail i;evellt~-·oli6yean; ola. "SongIJ
a.nd rejoiciDgll," 8IIy8 S. Lyou Gardiner Cllide Hcdgo's Addl"C<C~, 1'. 21), "took l,lace anlOUg the wh"lemell of Suffolk
County upon hi.. aUiv",l, on Recount of hill having lluL'tleed"d in gut,ting lh'l King's «llaJ'e gl.-en "p." It is rdakd of
him (ibid., p. 6~) tlu~t while at tb,; ';"tlrt of St. Jl>JlWIl, heing IlOln",wu"t YCl'ol"nt, he WlllllUneh lmn,,~·cl1 by pic"l'0ck"t...
As a palliative, he had a tailor !leW llE'veral fish-hooks on t.he iuside uf hi.. pneket.., a.nd ""un aft'lr "ne of tlw fraternity
WM caught. This inoideut beinn pl1bli~hed ILt tho; time won for him &It e>.:1Ausiv" notoriety. He wa~ rel'I'llS"utntive
from ElloI3t Hampton from 1715 to 1720, and died in 17~, agoo eight,y Y\lar>l.

tN. Y. Col. Ree., '1, 41:10. 'fhis a...l:tIl~tion must be inexo>!1:I3uly ina(Juurate, fot it W&!l unq\I>,~tionalJl)'on th" ground
of hilo sturdy defense Of their right6 thaot the IJ(;(lple of Ea.Irluatnpton 1IQ eteadily retu1'U6(l him t,o t (,tl a.;seU1Ll~·.

§ N. Y. Col. Reo., v, p. 484. This admi8lllon of Hunters of the sm&11n""" of the ...venue is indisputable evidence of
his inllOlllpfltmlce, llotl.d of the truth of Mulford's 8!l8ertion oI"the ultimate ruin of f,he whale-tililiery uud<lr anch rellTric·
tiODll.
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"To this the 10rd8 of trade reply:'" 'You ma;v intimate in your letter to our Secretar;\' of 23d

Kovember la~t that the \Vlmle fishery is l't'i:lt'l'ved to Ute CWWIJ hy ~'OUl' PateutlS: as we (jan find no

such thing in your COlIllJli""inn, ~'on will pXJiht.iu what yon llJ8<1n h;> it.' Mulford is HOW ill London,
and de8ires dispatcll in the decisioll ill rt>gar;\ t,(, tlJiI:l watter, IH'n,lillg whidl tl1f\ lords de"ire to know

whether dues have [wen paid by allY oue.; if ISO, what amount lwC' helo'll paid, aua to what pnrpOS8

tbi" revenue ha~ been applied. They l'!IJ"I' thl,ir letter with tlw f()lIowiug sentCllce, which would

hardl., seem open to allY danger of miseouHtruetiun: 'Upon tliis occasion we musl obserre to you,

that w(! hope you wUl gi/vc all due itu:ollrngement to thu/, 'trade.' .Eyid.-utly the ease of Mulford vs. Hunter
look~ badly for the goveruol". St.ill, HUllt,{:r i,; lolL to yipld realliJ.r, and the discussion is further

prolongecl.

"It)8 now 171b. G,)\'el']lol' llllIlter, ill LiB ,UI8Wel' lO tlll< inquiries of their lord~Lips, say!>

Commission was isslH,d givill).!: pl.wer 'Cu/{uo"c"lHli tIt' Flotsam, ,Jdl:lOlll, T;ctgOll, DeodandiR, &e.,'

follows' et de l'iscihns Hf'A"alilllHl Srm·w'onibu><, Bnhmi,; CUlt.is Porp;;,rii;; Ddphilli~l Hog).!;i,;, &c.'

III regard to tlw iueome, Jl(1 ug-ail1 writ..." tl.mt it is im:ol/.'iiilen~hl('; tlmt oIlly tIw daII/!;cr of bcillf:

aecused of giviug" up the Crown'.:; right wonlJ. h.ave IN! him to write alJollt it. III ;l.lllOlllJt; it was

llot £20 per aUDum (corroboratory of l\Jnlford'lS aSsE-ltiOjI of it" decIiJle), awl as the fish had left,

thil:l coast, he slwultl not further trouhh, them a[;o'11 it. Up to the present time all butll1ulford

had paid and eon tiTllwd to pay. The sn hjl:'A:~t a[lpeltr~ w haV(I ueeu finally referred to tIl e a ttOTIlIlY

g-mwraI, and tIle goverlJor Hays (l7Hl), waiting his OpiJliOIl,lw has l:'urPt~a8ed all demands till it

comes. The question JIlllst llan, !wen ldt ill a ~tiltt' of Cl'llmi/l'.'rahle mj~tine~R, however, for in 1720

GoV(~rlJor Bumett informt; the lords, in a let,ter which indicates a sfltislled fi-ding of compromise

betwemJ official (lig-uity and tlw fpqnircmmHs of the trade, Hmt he remits thc 5 per centum on the

whah, fisbery, 1m!, asserts the KilJg'r\ rig-uts hy ",t,ill requirin,:;- lieellscs, thoug'h in' so doing he

neglecbl his own Ill'ofit,' ; and tbi",' he adds, 'has a g'ood etreet on the country.' Uuder his admin·

iRtmtion the act for the 8lJeOuragement, of the whale tlsher.v was rem",ved." t

4. BOAT 'VHALING IN TUE PlmSENT CJ1JNTURY.

"'it-hill the presellt ""ntnry ~hore whali JI).:' ]la8 lweJJ proiSeeuted t.o some extent at various

point>; on the. Atlantie CQ,18t, fn.llll 'I\laine to South C.'tl'olina. The bURiIles~ has lWl'll pl'ofitab\t\ at

Provincet,own, Mafl8., and at 11e<1nfOl·t l N. C. At tIl(' f"ornwr plaet duritlg the spring- of 1880, furlY

eight whalcs, valner} at $14,037, were eaptnred; at Hw latter plaef\ tho average annual catch is

i'onr whltle~, ,aliled at $4,500. The total valut' of t,he "bore whaling on the cntire coast in 1880
reached :1lJout $1-S,1)00, whieh is far alIO\'(' th(l average yljar'b work. We are ilulebtt\d to Mr. Earll

for faetll about. t.hiK fishery at Maine, and the ;;outberli North Carolina coast, amI to Captain
Atwood for an account of th(l business at, Pr{)vilJt\f',towu.

COM;'!' OF ~IAINE.

Shol't'·wllaling in the vicinity of Tremont lJegan alJout- 184-0. Mr. Benjamin Beaver and a

swan erew of met> caught thref~ or lIJore whaleR annually for about twenty ~'eal's, hut gave nIl the

hUl;iIH'SS in 1860. No more whale$ w('m taken from this t.ime till t.he spring of 1880, when one

was taken alJd hrought iuto Ba8S Harbor, a.mI yielded 1;200 gaUoul:l of oil I but no bone. of value.
~ .._... --------,--_.,.._-----------_._._-----

~ N. Y. Co\. Ike., \', p. MO.
t ALE:3:,A.;;DElI STAU--lH~C]C Millt. Am. Whale l"i5her)" ill U. S. }M Com. Report, 1875-'76.
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Capt. ,T. Hicktonl, I. natiVl' of \Yinter J-larlwf, i" n'pol'ted h,\' Mr. C. "P. G-upiil to l1avf' ('rui!:'!:'ll

ofl' tIll:' eoa"t ill 1S4;; ill "e]woller Huzza, amI to lmvl\ el).j>wl'ed ei~ht whales. 0118 of whkh was a

tinback, the rbt. humpback wllules. 'rhi~ schooner wad8 only one seasou's work, but in 1870 Cap,

tain Bickford again tried Ids luck ill a vessel frolll l'rospect, Harbor and capturt~11 011\' tiHhacl;

wh:tlc.

l\/[J". Ear]l stat.es tllllt, :Ll;(',lmliII g to Capt. George A. {1Iark llllll C"ptailJ Bickford winl,ling was

f'_xt.eu"ively earried OH froltl Prospe(',j, Harbor fOI' IllltH~- year". The fi;;hiug" IJ(~gall a bout 1810,

wliml Sh\phen ULlrk audMr. L. Uilll~l', lJfl:oe!,('i;/I'r, ::'oIa,,,.,., carne to the reg'iOll. amI lmilt tr~·.

works on the shore, ha,Ying; their lookout statiOIl 011 t.he top of all adjoining: hill. 'rhe wbale!:'

uO'ual1.r followed th(-l meuhadell to till:' i;!Jorp, arriYi!Jg' about iuf' first of Jl1llt~ lUU] ft'lllailling: till

September, 'Vhen oue wal> i'1'en tlw hOilU', ,0'11j('(1 with h,H'pOOIlI-i and lallc('Nl ilJlIllf'dilltl'ly !.Jut

O!lt. from the land uulI gave dWH(', If tlll'}" O'm",eepd('d ill killing the whale, it, WHi> towed to the

liat." oi' t.lJe harhor at high water, where it wn" i'pl,ured and left to lw ellt up at low tide. 'JPIl
~·t~ar,; later they llt'gan using slHal l vessoli' iu llll~ ti"h Cl'y, alld by this means were mmblell to go

lintlwr from land. 1'lw fi~iwr'y wa,; at its [wight about IS:-;,") to 1840. when an average of ,;ix 01'

"even whales Wit:, taken ye:'lrl;y. TIl" largest llIunher taken in 11115" olle sea"otl 1\-a.'< ten. TlJe

a\'t'Tag-e yield of oil Wll!; 25 to i:i0 barrels for eileL wlJaJe. 'I'llt, husiIlt.~Sti was discontinued about

1860, sineI' which date but one or two whales have been taken.

COaSJ' OF :;lA~~ACln:f;ETTS.

In tlle early pa.rt of the presenT cellinI'S whales were nbmulant alolloR thi8 eoa-st, /llld Pravinel'

tOWll whalers ill small boats frel]uently captured a large llum her ill a seasou. The GloUl~e"tt:'l'

l'plegraph of Koveillber 6, 1850, says: ,,_,,-- right- wb II h' wa ~ taken :tt PruvillcetoW1J last 'l'ltur:s(lay

uy a l)art:r in t.hree boats. It is e;;tim u.ted to yield 60 barrel;; of oil."

In the Barllstable Patriot of N overuber 12, 1861, js the following item:

" Wh-ale,-Oll Saturda;y morning the spout of a whale which was disc(Jv~,red playing around

off Nauset in the midst of a fle.t\t of some 200 mackerel fishermen was suddenly cut f-ihort, 11,)' il.

Nalltucket fish€'rman, the Sam Chat:ltl making fast to him. This i;; the flft.b whale, tak(~ll by Sam

Chase since Jul;r :l57 and will mak6 about 25 barrels. 'l'he frn: will llan' mad" 135 barrels, worth
$1,500."

'Vhales have from time to time been stranded 011 the llPac1u~H about C:ljH' AIl1l: several have

also been found. by fisl1ing vessell' amI towed into Gloul:(\"ter Harbor. III ,Tuly, IS;),';, Oil{' 50 feet

IOIlg, :lnd llleasuriug 10 feet tlH'ongh, was towed iuto t.lw hal'bot, awl tried out Oil EnlStern PoiIlt. 'flie
Cape Ann Arlverti:;el' of O(Jt,obel' 21, 18il), reeonl8 the eaplul'f' of]' Ea8h~l'Il I'oiut, oi' it whale 45 feot

in [eug-th. III the spring of 1!;8~) finback whales were unusually abundant. j\l lp,.;wicb amI Massa.·

chUS~tt8 Bays, so that fishermen in their dories were in some eases alarml~d for their own safety,

as the whales were darting about in pursuit of scbooll:' of herring. Six (If thi!> specie:: of wlla-h'

were found dead floating ill the bay and towed into Gloucester lJal'bor. They lind been killNl hy

Provincetown whalers. Three of them were tried out aL Gloncester; the l'ewaindel' were allowl'd

to drift to sea again.

Captain Atwood writ-es the following accouut of the shom-whaling nt I)rovi!w/:toWIJ in 1880:

"Earl;\' in March there came into our bay and harbor imlllem;e quantities of herring' and ~hrimp.

They were followod by a great number of flub ack wbale~, that, remained here most of t.lJe time in
greater or less llUmbers nntil about the rnitldlt· ofl\Jll:>-, when tbey an left the CJoast, Dnring the
time they were here many of them were kilJed with bomb-lances. They s3,nk when killed, and
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remained On the bOttlllll <lOwe hvo or thn"(> dU}k, wbell rLI'S tloattd (\11 t he ~Ill'fact, and af> t1wy

were liabl,\ to come np in the uight or durillg l'ugged weather, WhCll tbt\ wltalemell were not Oil

hand to take care of them, lUany driftt~d ont to o;e", and wel't~ lo~t or picked up by fJlouceater fish
ing ,esselo; amI towed to that port. ,A f,'w Wl,~re hrong'ht to 1'1'ovi1leetowlI hy these vessels, with

whom the proc".I~d8 for the oil Werl" divilled. Tlwn, 'V1,T(" llroug-lJt, ill am] landed at Junathan

Uook's oil work!': nu LOllg: Point 38 Whales, frow wliieh tl;p hllll)ller was stripped and the oil

extractl:d. ')'W!) ot;/wr wlmles hrought ill were soili to p;lrtitv. wh,) /,(;ok ILem away 1'0.1' exhibi

tiOll, one to Bost.oll H11 tl tllt' other to .:'\e.w York,

"Early in J tine irrlfIlCtJSe q!fa,ll titi",,, of I<'{j(d·t<el" (A f111II(ld!ftn;) eame CI ollr harhor and bas and

remained several dayo;. .About tIte 10th of ,Tllul:' thpI"f' appl'al',-d plenty of \.vhale~ feeding un the

sanrl·ncl~. Thl\\- were again at.tad,t'(j hy OtH' men, ~wllell a. 11\1mber of them were kiUed iu a few

du,Y!':, amI ten wel't' SI1\Cl'U and lalldl'd at ,lie llil wOJ'b, rlOlmbly as lllan~' lliOI'(' that were not killed

uutright Tl'iJeln"ll their death wound, Wellt out of t11l:' hay, I'(JOli after died, and Wl're lust•

•• The fOl'ly·eight whale" ddivered at thl' oil work~ ,viehh'd a hout guO barrell> of oil, that I'\old

at all average l'ril~\' of 40 "ents lw,r J!al1nn,

" \vheu the fin;t whall'''; WI'I"{' killed if, wa~ sUPIHlsed the whalehmw iu the,ir lll,mt.hs was worth

1{J;1~, alld it was not r,;avcd; hm HUbsi-(I1i1~'uilySCHU(' waf saw'll and sold at 1[ eellt!> pt'T Jlound, The

11Vt'ragc qllUJlt.ity of bone ill elw!l \ylmk iii <thou! :!;;O llOundf:\, l'roba})ly Ow bmw of tbirty-five

wilales has heen ~aved, lllakillg' an agg"'l)g'ate of S/itiO.

,. No whaleR b;1\'e (',ome in oj' lah'; our mell are still anxiously looking for ul.lotber 8ebool,

hoping ihl',v will come again awl givt' tlH',m auother benefit..

"Total for the ~:H'aC\o!l''; work;

48 WhI01N•• iW,!I'.!" gall()H~ or nil, ..t 40 CtllltB .••• _. _•••••• '" _ •••• "_._ •••••• '.'_'. $n,070 00
1 w-h..k, fOO\(1 for exhibit ill !k'BIOll _ __ , .•. __ _•.• , ••• ,,_,_, ' ".'" :160 00
1 whll.l,;, BoM i(,l' ",01,ib;1 in :K,;w Yurk .. _..•.•. ' __ "_""" .•. __ ._ •.•• _.••.• _•..••• -. 405 ()O

1J,7~0 Jloulld~ uf whaJe.boll" from thirt.s·five whaleB. al I,', centll _.. "" I, :J12 50

14,03750

'I Besides the wbn.1('~ savell and ta."kf'll ttl l'rovj]lf.{,\t,own, many of those lost h;r onr wlJaJer8

were towed int.o otiler ]llaees; othf'rs haTl' dritlf'11 011 ~hore at, lliftf\rent IHlints. \\I-i:\ hear of four

being' tOWEtl iIJlo GJouceSlf'1', thr,'!' intv Bo<~ton, OIW to NI>whU1:rport. olJe tl) Cape POIp{)i.se, Due

Portland, OIW ;\!l)Unt lk"ert; two driftt·d ar,;bol'e at SeltnaH', t,\Vo at Barnst.able, one at Brewster,

{\lIe at Or1",all~, two I1t l,VeJ!tleet:, Due On the back of Cape GIld; one WIHI ~triJlped of its blubber

at, r,;,~a hy a jj:,;hing Vt\sse1. that Kohl it in BlJSW1~, TIle entire catch horn March to .Tuly was

probably one llUudred whale8, of which numher l\(~arly all were killed by Provincetown wba,lel'll,

Three of the:,\(' wha.leH wer~~ hnmpIHwk;;;; the reHt were of tIle tinhaek speeies."

In the fall of lx8() a finh\-lck wha.Ie about 50 feN, IOllg wa~ killt·J ill Cape Cod Bay l and towed to

BOSt-OIl, where it was gold to an enterprh:in ~ Yankl:'e, who, aftt'lr realizing (Juite a profit \I;y exhibit·

ing it. in Bnsl(JlJ, l\onel\ived the idea of transporting it to {)bicago for t'xhibition, .It. was RN;nrdingly

carefulJ;\' elealH'(1 amI lmuled UPOll a large platJorm ear. Salt .fuIIl iee were freel,}' m;ef! fvr its

pre8ernliioll, It. reudleu Chit-agl>, and WU$ iihoWl1 to the public as one of the wonders of tbe deep,

The enterprhlillg exhibitor Inade !wveral thOUAAllll dollan:; hy this venture,

The following graphic description of whaling in )lassaehusett8 Bay in 1881 was written for a
Boston newspap6r:

"The dcniz\:'TIS of Cape Cod have wwaY8 been an arnllhillious population, largely taking their

living fmm, and making- tbeir fortunes upon, the waters of the oceans of the world. Especially is

this the eaHe with tbepoople of the lower llll.If of the' Ril!ht .Arm,' w.ho are fisher8 indeed. the



4n.. )

lllajority of tlww taking 1,0 rht, walt~r, like 'yulllJg tllwks~ illlllwtliatf'ly after their advellt iuto a gandy

world, and becowing experts in the n3,ig,ttion of it~ depth~ and the capture of it~ treasures even

before their school thy!! h,t,;o, full,\' p:.t:,;sctl.

"Provincetown occupies the extremity-the (mrling tinger--of tbis cape, and it" situatioTl i"

ill ('vpry way peculiar. '''ith the exceptioll of a 1mI'mw strip or neck of sand heJps wl)ich unites

it, to the lIla,in t;apc, it i~ SUlTouuded hy wah'r-tlw !:ialt water {if tbt· Atlall tic-whieh rollel

lUwhecked between its outer SllOI'ei' awl t'1lOse of Blll'olIe_ Its onter eoa~t Jim" bl'g'irlIling at a ]loiut

oppm,ilc the lIarrow neck allmletl 10, S\H~t'p~ aro\lIHl ill a grand dn:k ahm",t til{' t'ntin' eirCllit of

tlw t\OmpaR~, ih; OUtlilll";; lleal'l,\' re"t'wl,lilJg 11)"sl' of a giR"alltie enpit!il 0, Ui; tllar lpt1,'r i,,; Ilsllall~

found iu manmmript. Th(~ illelolit'tl water of thi;; eircle is tlw 11:frlJOl' uf I'nH'inet'town, awl tlw

town is built along t1Jt~ ium'I' sho]'(" at tllt~ !WUOlll (If till' basil!. Out.~idt· j,f; tlw H:we, '~o(jtl End,

and sundry interesting' point:,; of lig:llt-lHlmlP, life-:,;a,ir.:g- t'I.ation, an of ,aKt moment to Illuriner/::

and ~hip-ownerg, Inside is (JIW of the o-illgular harllors of tlle world, dt't'p ellLlug:h amI Hp,H'io1JS

enough to shelter a, fleet, of ltmltln~t1sof tlw largt'=,i f;lli pK of tlw world at l)lll' tillie, and witli llt'CU

lial'ities btlloJlgiug" to ilKelf KllllieiNlllo make i I J'alllous Wll('l"t~W~r t.Le.~(, ",11 iI'''' may Kail.

, "If there are any kiwIs of fish, or (Illy metllOtI" uf l:ll;.illg tlt"Ill~ wIdell are lInt familial' to t!w

water/:l or the peopl,' of PrO,ilH;(\towll, their dm;triptioll it' now ill onler_ FrOlll tlw fl'y aud JIlillllulV

for pickerel hait UPlCl the lUO-!l!trrd rig:ln whall', PrtlVilleptown watt'ndltln~witnessed th{'(~aptlU't'

of all kinds, and have frequently eOlltrilmted ;;pecimell1s over w'hicl\ ~;a '"ant" have puzzlt·([ and

wOlldel'ed. Thll beadleS of her ,,!torI'S ha'-e J'(,twiv\'ll as loot might,)" eareaK(\,; of wlJalt·s alltl black·

tibh; sIJoal:,; of porgieK at on,' rlUll', whidl all t hi' j('i!,UjS (Jf all tile reg-ioll (amId Ijanll~- rellion', SOOll

enough, tilO immense was tIJt.' tlep(lsit , while fish-weir!> (one of ttWlll tool: 7UO hant·]'" of mad::ere1 a

few morlling~ biuce); try-works, alld lhe implements and appli,lllces of va rjo\l~ flsherieii mark the

8eene in all direction s.

"Now, it has been no unusual thillg, at any time sillce the establisbmlJllt of thhs exaggerated

fish· net yclept f'rovincet,own, for a wLale of some variet." to be occasionally stranded upon her

bea.ebes, or captured by bel' cruisers or hoatmen. Hut it is only within tll(' ll<l.t't three ;years that

the s,\'J:ltematit; purJ:luit of a It~viathau within her wfiters IHLs !H't'n t\stabliRlwd _: inotlwr words; that

the home wbaJe-tishery has been a feature of hel' lmo;ilH~sd oIH:'l'at,i()f1~. A wlJalt\ in tlle harbor of

Pro\' iucetow n, especially at certain 1:'(~aSOnH, h: almost aR com mOll a IH'cJ:lcuce as tLa t of a turtl,· ill

a mill-pond; but ther are usually repl'csentath'es of 11 cia::;,; dlsli1;y({ and ::;(~orned hy old-I:'chool

whalemen, and not remunerative If) tlJeir capturers, unless the latter be weB of ellthn;;;iasm and

desperate enterprise. So tbat, although there aro ph',1l1S of veteran ,,-halers ill the region, it bas

been left to the yOUllg rrovillcetowuers of the prest'lll gt'lloratioll to illauguratn find N\tablish an

enterprise which has almady 8111)\\,11 good results. Olle, ,\'llUng eaptaill~ with his erew, last year

took upward of 250 barrels of oil oil' I'ro\' iUGC to \Yll, aud i I:' K(:(l I"i 1J g fail' I't'Kul to; the prescn t season,

though the conditions have, so far, been VB1'," uLlfavotahlt;. Some of his wIJale:-; he captured in the

harbor; but mainly hi13 galUll wa" chased allt! killcd ill the water out~ide awl IWHr by.
l'The variety of whale mOl:'tly f(HlUd ill Mal>s;whus(~tts Bay waIN.'! i;: lit.. tiuback; u loug;

clean, perfectly formed creature; growing- sometimes to n or 80 ti~<:'t ill It·t1g-th, but. ul'\uall,Y from

45 to 55 feet. He is the most cOIllplete model of craft for speed and easy ,,",n'Ung in the water

that can be imagined, and his tail ill motion the most lwr1cct thwelopment. of the /:lcrcw motor;

Il.lld, indeed; tIle ftnback moves through the water when oecasioH ollers as t.he most raJlid e:q)ress

train never dOeB <In its tracks on laud. It. il:! t.imid alH] nOll-resistant, and it, is principally on

at:cQunt of it1'l great spoed awl its hahit of imwedillote light whell i!trickcIl that tbe old whalemen
detest it. Your veteran h~LS no relh,h for being drawn to the bottom, boat and aU, by au aqua·

tic race·horse Ilo88e~siIlg the traveling- qnalities of a meteor.

•
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"Therefore, as hint-ed ahove, thll youllgliter& who are verllci ually learuillg ncw 'kinks' ..and

cont"ounding their progenitors, have stepped into a new order of things. They begin with an

eli:f1ei: re,ert:lul of the oLd-tillH' processes, which were to harpoon the whale, and then lance him to
death. The Pronncetowner first; lances his pre,Y, and imwediately after harpoons it, 101' reasons
and ill pursUlJ,nllC of methods shortly to he gi,ell.

"The finbacks come in numbers earl,\' in th\' 8]1rillg', following tlw bait whidl is their food

helTiTl~s. saml eds, mackerel, alld the like, and wh~;rethisbait is found iu relltionable quantities

tlw whaltl" will surely be fonnd. \Vlwn feedinj!; this wlmlc 8tretelws wide open his jaws, moves

forward among the bait 011 tilt' sllrtkwe with velocits until he has pOllketed or scooplld (in his

mouth) a quantity (soUle barrl'ls), when he suapioi together llis ii'out doOfI'l and swallows tlw catch,

hayingo no teeth, uor need of alJ~'. It is at tLis feedill~ <;eaSllll thar, 11e ill easiest approl1llbed and

fastened to. Whell not feeding he is usually lazily slt'eping, or disport,iug, a,nd, indeed, the gam

hols of t.his Yurict.:\' of whale seern to form :t Yer,' lH'eeSsar~y part (}f his existence, to wbich bo pays

much attbntion. The untics of a calf ill a pasture, or a Y'-'Ull~ PllPPY in a, back ,Yard, are hardly

more diverting or singnlar t,huu an~ tl1ol::\e of a lKtir of whalesJn their fest,ive IllomelllR. They will

stand on their heads and flourish their tails ill the air; ihell st.md upon thcir tails and snap their

jaws in tbe air. They whirl and roll and swash al1out, I:wmetillles tearing tIle water into shreds,

and again dart,iug- about, exban8tinj!; ever;y possibilit,Y of whale enjoyment. They are as full of

curiosity as a deer, or as are lJlallY of the fil::\h 'V"arietieo:, and this the~y evidence freqmmtly by play

ing about the boats whiel1 have COIne oat to capture them, rellollnoitering and 'V"iewin~ these boats

from all sides, aml sinking a few feet below the surfaee, following their every motion, while they

occa:sionally appear at the sllrf<1C-e for ,til outside ohservation.

I~ 'Vhcn touched or struck t,heir immediate impulse i>l to dash off like a rocket, and t,his
impulse they obey to perfection. '1'0 h;,,;t their tnarvelons fiLCilit,v of speed, a harpoon was thrown

iuto one oIT the Race (the extremity or Cape CodJ~ when he started off aewss the ba.y in the direc

tion of Boston, and in fort,Y minutes had dragged the boat and its contents of Crew and imple

ments within full view of Minot's Ledgoe light-house. All the lim' was paid out. hy the boat's crew
and they were finally obliged to Blip for their lives.

,. A COUlmon fir>hing Kehooner is now fitt.ed out for this whale-catching' business, carrying a

whale-boat of the ancient approved eoustructioIl, with i:l;utlieient mtm to mall the boat and leave

some one or two 011 board to follow in the "esse} wheu the hoat i~ actually engaged. The captain

usually handles the lance and harpoon. and pulls a spare oar whell not thus engaged. Besides

himself, four oarsmen and a boat-steerer eomprisl' the crcw of th{j boat of the ,mccessful eaptain
aUuded to above.

"The homb·lallee is a most tlN,tructiv(', weapon. The gUll from whieh the lauNj is fired is of

"cr;\' thick metal, and thu hreech i:;; made heavy with lead to nentralize the recoil, which is heavy

witil thh! kind of arm. The length of hand if.: ahout 17 illches. '1'he lance it8elf is of iron, with a

chamber 6 or 7 inches in leng-th along the }.)wcr center, and solid hetweeu the chamber and

point, the btter tapering, and filed or goroulld to three edges, About the ba.se of tiJe lance are india

rubher wing'S, folded when the lance is im-lerted in the gUll, and actillg as wacl to make the lance

fit the barrel easily, and just HIRt, upon the (lowder charge of the gUll, Wholl fired these rubber

wings expa.nd, and, like tlie paper feat,hcrs of it lJoy's dart, preserve the poise of the weapon. The

ehamber of the lance is fillml with powder, like a bomb·shell, and a oue-second, or thereabont, fUfle

is attached, so that, when the weapon i;\ discharged into the hody of a w}mle, it explodes within,

inflicting terrible wounds. Care must be taken not to discharge the lanoe at too short range, as in

thll,t ('Me it will pass tbrongh and through the whale's carcase without exploding, and entail no
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serious InJnry. About 30 feet distance is the rang{\ usually BOUght for. This implement, iu the

hands of a cool and f'killful sailor, works' like a charm,' and great is its deBtructioll of the life of
leviathan. To illustrate thi>:, and also the whole mat.l.er, au actual day'!:' work of the captain
forcaaid will now be detailed:

,j The present year the "t'llSOlJ has been very hackward ; east and cold winds ftlld rou!!h

weather have prcrailcd, and thp bait was at least two weeks later than usual in the bay. On

aecount of these and other llIlfa\'lJntule eircnmstances the whale catch in Pl'Ovincetowll neighhor

hood has thus far beeu s/l.1a11. At 2 o'clock 01.1 a IllOl'lli ng in May of last :yt>a,r the crew of tlle
l"chooner was aroused by the captain, the ves"-el then lying lJCar Uw wharn;s in Provincetown
lIarhol'. SlJ(\ was got lllH!pr way, amI the ,,}/out.illg' or ' blowing I of a wh ale could lit' plainly
heard f'L·om her deck. At once HI(' ehas(' lwg\m, the eX!JeripIWed capt\1in workiJlg in the dark, at

!-illes with prospects of suecess, hut with011 t its a ttainltlent', as the hours pastwd. That there ~as

more than one whale in the hadlOr was evident. and oue of them was a lllullphaek. a pri?,·. ind,'!',I,

and much mOrt, "aluable than a linlmek, yielding twice as much of oil for till' gaUl Psiw of l~reatun_'.

As dawn streaked am] day opened, OIW a ftt,]' a,lloth~r ntrious other 0raft ill the lWl'bol' lWCflllle

awakened to wbat was gOillg' 011, and numerotls boatl-\' erewfI; JlUI. off' from flll' 8Lorl' to jOill in a chase

and possible capture, with HIe details of which the~~ were perfect.).)' familiar, and the t-actics of

which were their common practiee.

liThe firtlt ray'" of the SUlI felJ upon an exciting- !\eElllC, There were a humpback whale and a

tinhack conr",ing about tlw harbor, tIle latter fully 65 feet in length. The dl:U-dng hoats and

Y('!\sels represented a great Yariet)' of ,:raft, and a still grt:'l~ter YUTiet,y of crews and individuals

engaged. There were tall, Short, ero(lkt~d, lank, old, a,nd ;,-"ouug hoat-steerer«; fal mf'll IHlffing lit

paddles, and leall mell tUggillg at, 10l1g oars. Excil eUH'llt, plllulatioIl, ltlHl ('OlllJwtition Fmsed all

these men to prodigious effortR, and, in their anxiety and enthusiasm, tlH'y manifN~ted the most

singnlar traits and cut the oddest pmnks. The finhaek led them a {!esperatE> elms\', now here. now
there, until hours had Rlippcd away, and he wa~ not caught, although the H'l'y aile of Cape

Cod skill in whale capture, aided by experienced veterans of the northern and Paeilie flpcts, lJad

Icnt a hand. Away over on the east, Rid,' of the harhol' the hnmphack was finally striekt'll, .~ bomh
lance entering his hnge bodS, shattering his bnr'kbone in the explo",iolJ, and Uw mouster diml

instantlj-. A vigorous aud trinmplJaut }l'll annouTlced the cavture, but the finback esc!l,ped. Tllf'

schooner then proceeded ontside, and followed the ~hore t,owards the Race.

U From the time of leaving the harbor nntil noon not a whale was sig-hted. l'lle water'" of a
yond inshore were apparently no more free of the creatures t.h:l-l~ waf; Cape Cod Bay at that tinll'.
About noon it fell flat (',aIm, and the schooner drifted lazily. But as Uw eal'l)' afkmooll {Hh~aUel'd

the cry of 'BlOws!' awoke every man to the kuowledgll tllat. all immediate chrLIlgl' ill the statllS

might be at hand. The Bun WlLI:'l burning hot, and the face of the ba.y like a mirror. In le"s time

after the first cry than it takes to tell the incident no less than fifteen I blows' were counted, and

Whales were in abundance on every hand.

II The boat, which had been towing astern, was at once OccuIlied, and the advanee, whi(~h

promised the fairest success, was made without delay. The spouting columns appea-red ll.,t regular

intervals, and soon the boat was in close proximity. Headway was tltopped, the oar,~lIJen

exchanged their oars for stumpy paddles, like those with which an Indian manages hi;; canoe,

and everyone of them took his seat upon the gunwale of the boat, paddle in hand, read)' for
orders. The captain took hiB stand forward, gun in hand, ready to dIscharge the lance at the first,
favorable opportunity. The whales (there were a pair of them, malo and fomale, as it pro~ed)

weresportit"B, and at once began are~onllai~uH',eof tht~ boat. They wouldtlink auout 10 fl'Pt'. below
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the surface, roll partly upon one side, and cast all eye upward, as if speculating upon the apparition,

.and occasionally come. up, blow, and roll lazily under again. Tbeir every motion could be plainly
seeu while, they were under water, amI their movements au ti ci pated. The captain sin gled out the
female, tbe larg"est find best animal, and tlwllcefortlJ aU att-ent.ion wal' paid to her movements. At
last Rhe came slowly to the i<ul'face, just. moved her imlllenf<e tail with the neceRsary motion to

change her direction, alJ(ll;tul'ted dircl'tly across the bow of the boat. under the very nose of tbe

captain. A straightforward bow shot was what be had beelJ waitiug' for, and in an instant the gun
was at hig shoulder. Up to this moment Uw men had all b(>('n guided by expressive wavings of the

captain's hand; amI his CV('0' motion was wHtcheu a" men watch 1'01' a drop to fall during an
execution. As the gigantic finbaek pagsed-she proved to he upward" of 6;"; feet in length-she

rolled slightlJT t{) Ollf' side, and threw up the flipper ncare8t the captain as a, man would throw up

the elbow of hi" bent arm to a len~l with the shoulder. Quick as thought the captain fired, the

lance struck tlw huge carcass just nuder thl~ flipper and entirely disappeared, and the empty gun

was :flung along the bottom of the boat.
"Instantly the captain was standing on the bow deck~ harpoon in hand. The wbale was

motionless, apparently witb absolute, fLstoni"hment. In tbi; moment of quiet, which could not be

prolonged, tll(' boat slightly lUlvanced, the captain~s hoth hands arose high in the air, the harpoon
descended directly downward, and th(l whale waR transfixed, t.he- iron entering IH'r body Df>-<J,r tbe
tail. The lfmee had seemingly hardl.'· left the gun at greawI' flpN'd tban the initial movement. of

that whale when COIll'ciousI1t\'l1j was aroused. The whalt~ line. attached to the harpoon WlJ,S coiled

with characteristic care in two tuhs nearl",' amidsl.lips, led aft around the loggerhead in the stern

d{'(~k, and then forward through a notch ill the extreme bow. out of which it was kept from slip
ping' by a pin pa<lscd tbrongh t.he. two upper parts of tbe crotch. Instantly every man was Atand
ing along- this line, gmr-;piIlg it with hat in llaud to preserve it,· from the inteuse friction. The
loggerhead was kl~pt CODstantly wet l and a m3n stood (n'cr it, hatchet in hand, to cut. npon the first,

. foul; or other indication of extreme flangeI'. Anrl now appeared the wisdom of the movementE:!.

Tht'.lauce had entered tlw vibls of the whale, inflicting~ it was wen known, a terrible internal
wound upon its explol'lion. Had fhi,; not beeD tb., case, and only th., harpoon ht'Jd the wha,le, she
would have fiuil-'hed Hie race ineollfiIJ('IltIJ" hy I.IOliging tile crt'W to ~1ip the jiJl('., or hI;< drawn

nnder water. AI' it wa~, I>l!e must ~oou cOllie up foJ' further antion. 'fo appreciate the situation
that emmed, ;\'on ~bould have !l(J(>n t.hat boat go through the watN; th:tt ii'll you should haw, been

seated upon one of her thwartR or along !Jer bottom. The wbale movNI forward and also down
ward, and the water was then man:f fath01nR d('ep. The downward movement, of course, depreased
the bow of the boat. alld the immediate danger W38 from being drawn under by motion too swift to

allow thf\ cutting of tbe Imrface. At once a. great t ron gIL Will" made in t bl:' smooth !'lea by the fiyio g

craft, the hoat OCCUJlriIl~ tlw cavity, and from both her Rides a 8lo11ing bank of water, inclining

outward and upward, seemed huilded about her. To one sitting upon a, thwart and looking ont
ward, the surface of the ba;y seemed just opposite tlw line of his eyes~ so great was the depreAAion
of the trough.

II Now, then, a sheer of the whale and the boat wonld take wltwr at once over the side. The
forward movement became too swift, til(; how too much uepressetl. Fathom after fathom was
allowed to slip around the loggerhend, until 50, 00, SO, 100 fathoms had been pai(l ont, and three
or four minntes had elapsed. The whale had been struck off the !taco, and had started across
the bay in thb direction of Plymouth. ,

"At the end of the time indicated the line began to slack and the Whale to move upwa.rd frOID

the 'botttJm of the bay. Still, httwever, she ttn-e <Jllww. A8 fMt Ill'! ('oulll b'e tilC lin'e was hauled
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upon, and all pO~8ilJle taken in. A..nd"Ilow the whale is upon the snrface, and greatjeta of a.lmost

pure blood, red amI arterial, rise in the air and fall I)~~kward upon ber bead a.nd shoulders.
That tella the stor~·. The bf)at rush!'!> forwaJ'd, and now ",eemOt to he floatinlt in blood, so thick

have the waters become with it, and the smell arising is deadly RickeIliog and almost suffocating
to the inexperiewled.

"Down again the creature goes, to remain ahout tbe salle time as at first. The speed hard1~'

diminishes. Up again she comes, a.nd now the noise of her 1:l})onting is as of huge pipes obstructed,
and soon great clots of blood and substance fall as before Ul)011 the surface of the water. Every
llJuscle in every mau is fHI tense as whalebone, and ever;y nerve like steel. ElWh says to himse]f~

Will the end never come f

"A breeze is rising OIl the caRtern board, but its outer edg(' is still far from the schooner.
'fhe two men If.'ft on board till:; latter have lleaded her in ehasp of the boat, but she is soon bull.

down in the vit;w of the boat's crew. No matter. Then, are succeslli,e risings of the whale at
more freqnent intervals, and now it itl largely water that Shl\ spouts, a·lld the wonder it; if !'he has
any more blood left in her carcass. Dsually when a tlllback is killed the bodr sinks at once, and
does not rise again for forty· eight hours; and every lance is st.amped with its owner's initials,

that carcasses found ma.y b<3 identified. Otber varieties of whale, baYing more blubber, do not
sink, at IMst Dot so readily.

"An idea strikes the captain. 'This whale,' he sa'ys, 'lias lost so much blood that I do not
believe she will sink, and 1 will try an experiment.' He means that htl will not hanl up to the

animal by the harpoon line aHu diRpatch her with another lance; but that he will follow her till

she dies of exhaustion and her present wouud.

"Suddenly the whale t.urns square about, and "tarts hack toward the Hace. There is some
confusion, a slacking and jerking of the liner and all at onc(\ the harpoon i'lliI~i'\.. and whal~ and
boat are parted. And now the men growl and lower B,t the capUlin, tilr allowing their hard-earned

pri7.e thus to f'JSC3pe. But he knows that. l1 shorr time must dceide t.he (:ontest. and that the whale
must soon die.

"She is followed by her frequent spoutings of black hhl(ld and matter, and, her speed E>lack·
ing, the chase draws upon h~r. She stops. Will the captain give her another lance' The
proposal is useless, for her death flufry is begun, and it will soon be !.'leen whether the exp('riment
vf tbe captain is to result favotably.

"And now she leaps full length out of the watN, and falls prone npon it with a emNh like a
falling building. The snrface is streaked and torn with {onTO mingled with blood. Rhe standH
now upon her head, now npon her tail; like lightning ",he dart.s hither and thither. She ~illkfl

and mes, spouts and half rolls over. Every man i$ ill pOi'lit.ion to klwp clear of ller) if ill 11(\1' frenzy

she blindly comes their wa.y. 'For God's sake, captai Il, look out!' Rhouts one; 'here she comes!'

The warning is justified; she iii coming full head toward the boat. But momcntly she staggers,

ceases effort; her motion slows; she rolls three-ql18J'ters over) and lies dead in the middle of Mas·
sachusetts Bay.

"The schooner is ont of Bight. From 3 o'clock nntito she has boon battling for life, and leading
her capturers such a. cha.se as the world oonnot eqnal under other conditions. The bree,ze-a stiff

ea.ater-has arrived. The whale must be towed home, but it iii a serious matter with oar.~ and

only the boat. Happily she haa shut her mouth in dying, and will tow easter in consequence.
The captain's experiment ha.s 'W"orked well, and this WM about t,he only ftnba.ck captured in these
waters that MlBaOn without sinldnfr.
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"But th,' breeze brillg's the i'\ch0 liller, after a Rornewhat blind chase. Pro,illcetowll Harbor

is reached next lllOl'lllllg, aljd the whale !<l,ll ded at the tr;\"·wor!;:s. '1'llen' iR 110 room bere for further

dt~ti1il or de:-;eriptioll. 'l'lll' eapf;lin is ,It tlJi:-; Yery IllOlLH~lIt tn'nising fill' wlwle:; off GntJl(1 ::\leua,ll,

WiUl a better Pro\'iJl~~I'toW\i SdldO!J(~1" thau hl~ 11<111 IUfl[ ,year. lint Ill' IUl~ tal;:ClI 90 harrels ill IVIlH\·

sadmseUs Ray the IH'I:,'<t'llt seai"lO!l "

\Vhah~" ha,\'(~ frequently hel'n t.a!;:p,lI h,Y V('~;ld" ;':0011 after starting" on their voyages frum Ni~W

lkdtord ,LlIll other ports, ;llid SOllll·timeN :-;1:lwoLs of wIntle" are f;(JeH dn:,;!:' iIH,bore. Of late ;p:ltrs

uo oI'g-auizl"{l I~fibrt bas hef',!l made ttl engage in ~bort\ whli Hug, though during' thl' lax! el'utury tho

c()a~t of LOLlg: h1<Uld wa,.; a j~IYol'itl~ plae(~ for this fi~ltcry

The fol](,win~ clippiuA"" mentioll t1)(> e,tptul"{, of a right: whale at N ewpol'l, and till' appell,rance

of a 8dlOOI of whaler,; at tlw elli-rUllel' of T...nllg h;latHl SOU1Hl:

"Tlw whak, whieh for >,{'yeral da~ >\ had lweI! :,>p0l'ting in our river, W:I~ captured on Monda,y

lal<t jn tilw st,dl' by a hoat';; crew or -,-/lung: Illen from X e"'J.lo1'L -'\1r. OhH~l" Potter laid tht' boat

aklllg"l.ude as till' whal1' cault\ up. aIllI }1t. Thomao; \Vhite fa;;t~lwd t.h{e harllooll illtn her sid'?, After

running the bout, ';Oll!t' di"ta1H~e tilll' wai' laJ]c~d ftu(t e(lniefl iuto St\wporL TJIl' whall' i" of the

l'i~ht ,.;ort, ahout ,H ft;t't, 1(1111::::, allll nl,bell l>t 'j"O barrds of oil. A llumber of gt>nt!I·!tl(·n of this town

have wadt: IJJT;wg.'ml·nts 10 gratifr tIl!' cllJ'io.,it,r of tllose \ybo mn:F wish to t>Be tJlj~ CTf)atur~ Df

the d,'ep, alld it \yiU Ill' exllihited flH" :,;cwm] Ih.yl' iu it conv{'tlient place at Fox Point':'

,,~\ COlIJwdjl,ui /wpeT, (bted ,'\ n~llsr J!), 1.':\7;), loltateg inat t.lw xkipIJ('J" (lj. OIl' sloop Allujl\, of

Saybn,ok, COUll., WPOl't.s a larg() fiell(lol of whales ill do,,,, proximity to llonw. Mouda;}·, while

llJid Wtl.'- )<'1 WW'lI SlmUH·...lst Point, HJoe);: lshlJd, aml Mont;l uk, :J. seJwo] of w)l;l.lo8, num bering

prnbll bly thirty-fin·, waf; ,wen frolH tue AUDit;':;; d{\(\k, gatliholilJp; ue\tr tlw Block Jslllnd :,;hore,

W}lelWP U,.,y had hePIl }J! fl·r) , jf, j,", I'upposed. b;>' t.lw prol'\ped of a good fet'dillg-,eroulld, In tIle

school yt'T,\- fl'w fillbaek,.; OJ" 11 Ilmpbae1"'ll whales wet'\', tv be seeu. 'fhc majority W(;1"e large wl!alw",

80nwof /;.lWIlJ l)/'jlJg" not !p,~,<; ! JI;lJl 70 )t'l't ill length. J3o}J,tt1lf~JJ report. it, as a (~Ommml Ol'c.llrTl~llet'

til see two fir tlJrt'e linhaeks ill I\Ollljlan'y in the nwe, but I,ht~ appearance of ~o UlHIlY largt; \vhalt·s

ill n m'w (-'xperil\JwI'."

The (llll~- reenrd ,,0 ItaWI of ;,;OOTl\· wl.w,! ing- on Ud" eoast is tuat [urn i:·;i:wd hy Mr. Ea.rll; who,

while yi~itillg tilt' eoaRt, ill 1SSO, ]eaTllC(! tllat \)etwcell 181\1 ahd 1820 C''1pt.•TohII Spragu/', of

31.wa.l1aw/du, !;rith a ereW of I,wvell f1H'fI, {(jllowed Whalitlg exdu;;in~Jr [01' a t(~\\c year,.;, wit/I fuir

re:mlts. 'fbcy had II- eamjl aud try.work:-; Oil tile >,horo, :tuu wp·re prOVided with It whale-boll,j, ill

which tl1(;.\· pnt otf from tlJ6 IwucL Wllf'Il"\"('I" a w!J,l!e WIi<'l seen.

COAST OF' ;:';OR'l'H CAROl,INA.

The whale-ti"lwrin;:j (If Beautort ",eern to b;1\-e ueen prt\Rccnkd eon tinuoll'!ly for a long period

of .fe.'uos, 11W} OU' uldest jlll1a.hititltts Hrc uUl~hle to gj"e .'tn,\' infurmation of their origin. There

ha~ neycr beNt an.y e:dlm;;in' bU8iulJ1's, :HHI t.he tisllillg" ha~ been confined wholly t{) small boats

g-oillg out from the f:;ll.OI'l', witl! till:' pxeepliou of' two ,cs,.;o]" fUll during It few months each. The

1l1'Io\t was the Daniel Wdl"t~l', :.!,t!5 t ()II~, that, tlr.lel1 out fOl" Whaling in the winter of 1874-'75; with
;1, I~r('w from Pt'o'i'"iucl'lown, )1:u:;~., but aft.er thrN; IllOldhs' ,',I'll i.'iing- she ga\'C it up alld returned to

I'ro\'ineetowll, h)H'ill~ taken nothing", l'lw next vosl'IeJ, tbe· Seyehille., 47.07 tons, callie to Beaufort

in t.Iw willt.er vf 18i8-'79, but waf! lost in the Augnst ~torIU of lR79, ha'Ving- takeD nothing.
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TIll' IlSlI,l! p[;lf1 i~ h.ll' the 1i.~IJ('I'IIl\'ll 1') n'l<lhlj~li ";;lll," ,II1L,Q:;: (Ill' ""IHI i;i!L~ alolJI-( :Ii" S}'IHe

betWI't'lI Capt' Loo],rm t <llId Li It It- !:j\','I'. \\ li,'r,· t iJ".' II \,. 1'1< 'iii ::1'" lsf ,'J j',·hrll :11',\' 1P 1h,' b "I of

ApriL \\'lWll t.h\'. ~;{'as"ll ;1 ITi H~~ !'III' \dl ,Ii iJi :2', lltl'l'~' C1'('\\" ,' .. ~i \ 11)('(' I',;! dl Il ~<i 1,' ro I'll I'll I H eam p.

anll proeet;ll to 1'11]111 it 11<'1l~\' ollr of 1'11"1" .. ,, 111 "Oill" (\'5;1',,))1\, l"",al''''ti lil';n ilH' ",ilOl'e, f"l' I'n'H'etiOIl

a:nJiU1>t till:' wl'i,t1U.:'.r. Tlwil' boat~, li"llillly tIJn'., ill IIU1IIIll'L ;tnd litL~ir illll,j,'\lH'll1.';, :In' plaeel] in

l't'adilll'~s ml the b('a(~h, [liltl it h)l)[.;Ollt ."elcdl'lL when' Olle LUUll i" 1>l:l tiow;,l, tD ;.:i \'(, Iill' "i;:!J'll jf

the wit ale.' l~tllll() III Fiiglt t.,

A t. this "eU:Wll of rue y\'ar tlw w lude" <1re lj)oyi ug' 1J0rtll\yu.nl, awl ill l111'ir It: i gTal iOll~ OftNl

(;OIO(~ within a 8tmrt llbtal1ce or 1he 1>uon:, when' llwy ,in' J)ursU(;~l ali() Ont'li ea pt IIH'II h." fllt"

ti~l){'rlUell. Ail ~()OU as t1w whalt' i,-; IUl"]h'(Hl"d till' ,. dnlg'" i" thJ'('\\'LI tln~I" alld wlwtl II(' rlll'IlK In

light. llw fi8lwTlll(~Jl, :ll'1lH'd with gnu,... ,.;lwol II im "it 11 \'xplosi q, eartl'idges, alld, after killing- him

wit,h their lallcl'l', low him to tIlt' 1'ilJOJ'e, wlwrt\ t1w.Y t,I',\' ltilJJ out.

Tile llumhel' of crews varies with tlle se,.SOll, it, fo['merl.r an'l'ag-illg' llllt two or tllrl\(', of

eigltt(,NI mel] eadl, In tlH' l'pring of 187n four ere'Wti were ('ngag-eu ill tl.i", 1i",lH~I',\, Hull fW6

whales Wl~re taken.

1n the spriug' of ISS\} there were ~ix erew" of 108 mell .. tatin!lPI1 betweclI Cape IIatteras ilud

BellI' I I1let, hut tlH'l'.ea.soll hl'lllg' unwmalJ,\' open, most of tile w hall'S lmd pa.'lH'd befOl'{\ tIle fisher·

men cauI(' 011 tIl e shore, amI but- one "'at'; t-akell. tht' 110 Il e and oil $e l1i ng: for $408.

Thl;; ,vea,!'ly catch of btl' il'l <I,hout foUl' whale,"_ an..raging 1,S(Hl gallou..." of oil 31Hl 550 pounds

of bone each, gj\CiDg the catell a vHlue of $4,:,0(1, Tile shareR usually rall,g-I' from tl..tirty to forty,

lllS follows: Each boat one share, tilt' gUTl two Pllafe1', the gunuer all extra Shllru, and each steers·

man an autlitional 011 I),half f:\hare, nl~~ IDen aU Yl'(;{',iYillg Ol\l:.~ l'-hart ..ach,

The whaJillg--gun waE; introduced into th{\ localit~, by the Rchooner Daniel '\Vebster, of Prov

incetown, in 1874.

COAST 0:1" SOUTII OAHOLINA AND GEORGIA,

There are no regular whaling-camps on tbifl coaRt, hut whaling vessels from the north often
cruise a short distance off Port !{l1y-ll. S. C.~ alld BrUlIRWitJk. Ga., sOliletimt$ meeting with good

BIWCesS. These vessel" are of the smaller claR"~ rl1ugillg' f!'Om iJ3 to 117 tOll!;, amI 81'mld tlle winter

and earl~' flpring months before their depal'tllr.~ for the ofr-~borf\ groundH in clipturiug wLales

near the bars off tbis ooast. They were formerly in tho ha11jt of going- to Fel'llandillR, )'-13., every

fan to ship their oil and bone to the :Xorth, but owing' to tilt' ;yeUow fever a-t that pllWC some of

them came to Brunswick, Ga., jn 1S76, and oIle of them &'eured a whale jll this Ticinity_ The

follOWing year two vessels caUle in January <loud rewuinell t.ilI the l1litldle of ::\l..rch, getting one

wbale. The third year two whaleI'; were canght .by the sallie vessel, and ill 1879 four vel\se.ls

ViHited the locality, and had taken up ttl Jllareh 1) ll\'C whatelS yielding- 226 harl'di:-' of oil and ~,750

pound.. of bone. The whaling.grollnd is ()II a bar only about 4 ruil~~~ from tbe sllore. A wllale

after being captured by tlle whalelllen ill hoat~, j" tOWt'.d by tIle ,-essel into the "oulld and there

stripped of bllluber and the oil tril'd Ollt.

Au exciting scene occurred at Charleston in r,he l:lpring' of 1880, which if! t-hu~ dCl'lcribed in the

Charlest-on News of .Jan uary 8 :

"UNCSUAL SPOR'I' IN CilARLESTOr;: RARBoR.-Several dayl:l ago the ulmo:,t UlJpr1'cmleutcd

presence of a whale ill Charleston Harbor waH lllJIIOUlJCed. YVlIether driven lwre by "tI'('S:\ of

weatller, s&~killg mi!'lant.hropie l-l(:'eluRiou frOll! his kiml, or on an eXII!orillg' t'xpl'llirioll. will neyer

be known, but Ids pre8ence was a huge black n~rity. Several tiitlid autI illctlcetl1al attewpts had

lJ~n made to effect his capture or rle,<;trncholl, but all \\'em futile, until a reg-ubI' hunt was

SEQ. V, -VOL. 11--4
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organized ;ve",terdll""; Mr. AI'IIl;.;tl'OlJg Hall, enghU'el', amI Capt;rjlJ Smith, of the tug noyal Arch,

leading it. Tbt attal,;kiul; force origillull;y l~on~if;t.('d of tWll of ?llh,,.;I'.'>. Jhllg!>\ & Dolby's row·boats,

tla~h mauned by three oarSlllell, all t,xperiellced and lruJ;twortby coxJ;wain, and a lllall in T.he bow of

each arlllcil with it hal'}looll. OtlIeI' uoat<l witL tht-iL" U'CW8 joineu in tlw eLase, howeYer, wlwn the

whale waH SetHI nl.mr Fort Sumter at atJUut !l..15 .... Ill. He bad beeu first llH't awl struck on the
IJar, IlOwenjr, b/ tl.le I1oM8 above mentiollf'd at, ahout S o\~lod;:, a hurpolllJ aIJd ]jut', being made fast

ill Ids bvdy IWar the taiL l'ursuit \Va.': colltiuut'll, ow, of tlie boatl:\ towill;':' after the wlmlc b;i" the
line, aud the other being ruwt'd to within a ~h()rt d if; tarW(1 of hi ru w, he wnull1 rise to hlow, and tht',

harpoon!.; heing laUllehed at llim whelwver a Jitvorahle o1J])Ortullity oflt>,l'eLl. During tlit chase he

had lwen workiug· hi,.; way to Jauuward, lwd soou got ill The sLoal wat.er near Fort Johnstoll, on

James lslaud. Iu his "trug-gl('s he became eutang'letl ill tIle "tout Un<,- attached to the harpoon,
and wouml himself ill it so that it hold firmly. lIo remaiIh;d ill the shoal water durin~ tbe morn

ing, the IiIW, haviug lHKm cut to ",aHo the boat during'li "tlnrry/' .Iud in the afterlloon; at about

1.;{O o'clock, uu attempt W,1,Oi llIade to scel1re him. Four J;te~L!ll-tugs-theJl,lorgan, tlll' Repnhlic,

the \Vade Hampton, and the Hoyal Af(',h-w;~rp preoumt, beside" prohably tifty or ;;ixt,y row-boats,

and a few small s;]ilill~ crnft.
•• The IleWS of the cap t11 l't' lJad spread 1'J.,pidl.y; and qujte a erowd, iueluding a number of ladies,

gat.ht'l"ell on tlw batters and watdll:u tile "r,l'ug'gle tll at (~llSueu. 'l'he line was taken l.board and

made fa8t to olle of th(' tug", whieh attelllpt.eu to (:oa:;,; Hw fish to\varll the eity. But the ",teamer
proved t.o be too unhandy 1i)l' tiw delicate ruauiplllatio)J required; and the line was finally snapped,

a pieee of eOllsiderl1ulll h'JJgth lWlJlg ldt att:H;ht~d to the whale worn en trlti'ne. Then ensued a

series of exeiting' m<tlH:uver8. The tug" would approach him in turn as opportullity Offered, and

those aboard ·would drive laTl(:~'S and }Iarpoonfi at him, with more or less effect" or attempt to throw
great. rnnllilJg nooses over til(' liuke,.; of I,i" tail as tbey wen' thrnst above the 8nrfilce in the

cnlature's strng:gle.". He ilJdulged in a series of the 1ll0i;t (jxtraordinury g;:ymnastic performances,

turning complete I-;OnLersanIt!.;, alld oeea:;iolJally l'itallding on his head, apparelltly for several
moments, with froll 2 to Gf(\(:1; of hi:; tail projecting above tho water.

';MoantiIlh:\: Ulany of tlw ;,:mall boats were dod~.dllg about him, and missiles were hurled at

him whenevt'r a fair ehane~' was ofti.'l'cd. Time amI ltg'<l,in barbed harpoons .tnd the long keen
blades of lances wert' plunged into hi:; sides and back, and time 'J.lJd again did they fail to hold;

being drawn bat:,k by the lilies hy their OWller.'>. He was slowl,Y hut surcly Rcuffling and turning

himself through the mUll, whiLJIr was seen upon his head ~everal timefi, acl'O~8 tIle Ashley Ri\'er

toward \\?hite Poiut (i-,I,rUtm, t,he center of au eVN~va,r'yiJJg cirde of all 1>0rtH of eraft" armed with

all sorts of weapon;,:. In his progres." he ran under the bow of the schooner :Minnehaha, where

ea,rnC<lt eft'ort.swem lll<uh; t.o la"sn him, :L eomplimellt which he l'tlturlled by standing on his head

and thrashinA' b e1' with his tail until she 8hook from stem to 8tern. He struck ficyer<ll IJlows

upon her jib-boom, which was damaged somewhat, the riggiug thercal)out being badly torn. He

would IMh the water with the fluke;; of hi~ tail, making reports like the tlii'lcharge of a mU8ket,

and drenching all in his lJeighllOrbood. He came to t,he surface frequeIltly to blow, which he

did with a noise resl'mhling that mad.. by the hlowing out.of steam from an engine, sendiug a

fount••in from ead.l of his llostrils. At one time he got beneath the bow of oue of the tugs, lifting

it almost dear of the water, and a .8troke of hig tail wrenched off oue of the cabin doors that

stood open. It is imIJO~silJle to dMcribe, and almost impossible to imagin~ the tremendous force

of one of thffie strokes. The great volumes of water that rose after eaoh showed the immense
streugth thaL was llut forth in them.
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"Two of the tugs !'aU over him, and tbe propeller of tbe 'Vade Hampton gave him several
blows, the effects of which were seen upon his bleeding' back as he next rose. 'Tlw lilJe hall also
evidently chafed him considerably, tbe skill IlCar the tail bdng l'cn:eptiL1s raw from it. It
appeared about t.his time as jj' he wa;; almost ('xham;;t,~(l. TIt' would DOW alld then cease his

8truggles entire(r, and lie placidly upon tlw water with almost his t'ntire body exposed, as it

resting. Observers could almost imag-iIw that th;:·y eould s,·(" hiw pant, aUlI his l!!lorts callie in

(juick I,mccession, and seBmed to have a riug of (listn'ss or despair ill them. Hi;;; motlolll,;, too;
wem lliower amI more languid; as if hB were auou! to l'elinquish the ll11t·qual struggle anll die.

"All this time the tW() Iloat", that had originated the cha6e hall Slt,allil.Y followed him up, the

men in the bows driving their long lances iuto Lis body near WUl're tl.! ell' experience taugl1t thelli

was a ,ital point. Suddenly there was a dH:'er. One of tue tugs rather InvolUlltllri1;r had gotten

so dose on him that the remainder of tlw hIlt' hanging to him was secured by a boat-book, and

(lltickl~' spliced to anotlwr hue on board. Aboul half all hour of playing him followed, when the
lilH~, which had ueen stramh\d gradually, again parted. naIf a dozen diiJTI,.; W(~l'(, mad\! to thl'()w a

]wose over his tail from UJe ,leek of thu Wade ITaIIIpton, frOID wL iell pla(J(! ~uciJ trifl('~ a~ a rifle-bullet

or so and two or throo balls from a large revolyer were fired inio bim without perceptible effect. One

or two of the efforts to tbrow the noose 0\"1'1' llim were very nearl,'" successful, lIut lie seemed to
{lodge beneath the water as it fell about him.

"Another cheer announced another apparent success. A lance thrust from OlJe of the Bangs
& Dolby boats had eYidentl~' Rtruck him deeply, and the men in her j"elled exultantly at\ the;y rap

idly backed awa,y. 'fhe blood poured out alld dyed the wuter llround, <md in a row Reconds a

gigantic plume of crimson spray arose as he, came up to blow. As he lifted his side from the water

and struck auoth(;r gigantic ])10011; the blood eould he. 8eell ponrillo\!: forth in a 8tre~m like tha.t from

a small hose. He lay comparatively quiet, and· ,uJOthllr and strouger line was p,t"sed ah"ut him

from the Morgan. With this he was played for another half hour, durillg' wiJich time tIle 8mall

boats kept steadil'y l:ltrikiug him whenever he appeared. He had by this time changed his course

somewhat, turning towarll the center or the harbor, and crossillg the stream across the bows of

the bark Framat, which he narrowly mi~sed striking.
"The eonfusion of boats aud lines was vel'S great, tugi>, bateau.", and row-boats being gath

ered about the fisb, alternately advancing and hacking, amid a cha{)s of ~yeIl8, oat,hs, cries of WHrn

iug, and orders, the confusion beiug inereai>M \\'Len the object of all attention would suddenly

begin to lash the water or execute SOUle fl.lIcy movemeut, eauRing a willl scattering of craft on all
sidell. That some one wall not drowned 01' knockell in the lJead)s II !>ulJjeet of gelJcral wonder.

"At last, when just along8ide tbe ,,"'aue llamplOn, the whale, who had lines enough allout him

almost for a ship's rigging, seemed suddenly to deeitle to fre·(; hillll:1Clf u:t' one mighty effort. In a

second almost the water for many feet abont him became a mass of seething, beaving foam. He

turned over atld over, fairly churned the sea with his tail, threw fin;t his ugl~' bead, and then the
great black rubber-Iookillg flukes far above the surface, find bent ldmsclf almust double, straight

ening out again with terrific vioh:noo. When the spray and foam were gone and men had an
Opportunity to look, the Morgan?s Hue was found slack a.lId lIrokeu. '}'1Ie whal{~ had freetI him!\elf

and di8appeared. His track was rapidly followed, the lStruggle having by this time been brought

to Do point opposite the Southern wharves, which were packed with poople.

"The game appeared Ollce or twict'l at long interval,,; and was finally come up with by the

pursuers, now greatly diminished in numbers,ou the eastern side of Cooper Uit'er, near the

sb01'(l. Again the cha/:Je became bot. one or two strokes being giHu, amI the Morgp,n running

over the whale again. Abollt this time, however, he ran so close in that the tngs were afraid to



follow, aud ~t.(h)d jdl~L~ fU li l1i~.UnH~c.. ClHly ~lhollf. f-:.l'Vt.\·il t~l\\·.-h(~il.~.~~ 1\"('1\' B{H':' (~Jlgagf..d ill he hUllt~

the ()tLen; h:;,I-ilJ[! )'p!in'd frfJlI; ir, :'t\lllll;.o llH' f",I, \,'hj,~h ;,til! ji,i],,}J,d !It'illg' tlwr laid hand" upon

b~' Ul(~ ~CI\'" ~llJd Courier d('Plll~lti,'I ,. 1'lw lio;lJ lUrll(,d :llat \>"111 ((oven !l Og' ]"f:tnu Ch:llllWI, tl.m

OflrSllIt'\ll Jllilli!!!.' "le:li:il,\' and dwnil.\ ailt'!' hillt,

,. T,;ik "f ,"JI"r:! \\'I..wl '~Fo!'t ie-, euwJlilrilhk Wil1 i 11'<ll1o;i, iJll'<nl~L 1)1" wnter after sudl lmge

gamt' a;,; t.ld". wlwlI tin'd llIWi('l.,,.; f'll'g'>l Llll';r wp,lrilH''''' :ll,(I hl'(' t'lldnWt'll with fr('"h li1~' at e\'(-ry
.,ig:ht oj" tL(' gl'l~al 11(\<\([ (!lHll'~'ery "'1 ,lash or tlw !llml;;!"l"" 1,<,t[;-;, '! '(iin, a-W,I,Y! GiY0 away with ;J,

will !',:\.ntl willi oar,~ ;!oillg', lilt' ;!llH\':;l]l'S T,;:nilll! i ill' "Illooth ,,'aIel, whidl Spt'l!Ip(1 tu rlls1l hy, awl

\:\'('1',\- lien'l' and sllH'w tUJ"~> H nd firl!i; ~ \I,' duts(~ tilllnwuL)1O OIl" kJhY\\,inf; fatigu(' l'j' MO!lpi Ill; to

lJH,a~lll'p distUlHwS 1ll SUell :l hUllt. _i..t ]as, llll' hoar" hndllli' til;!l'tIH'i" ami spread :l;:(ain ill a cimlo

ill:! tl!l' ti~h is eanghr up with. A IllOlll\;nt awl 11" "pl'"ar;-, :;11<1 ill ibl1,t lI\OllJellt a IUllg-·hoat ~hools

by his ~id,', ~Uld tll<, IIl;l)1 ill nil' j,4,,,,. C.,llll awl ><kady, mltl witlt;l ddilw,ratinn tltai hwk;; eruel,

plullg-poc his lallel:' intu the JrlOHll!<!il~ (d' li,'dJ, \\'\li!"i Iw o-~!r~' ;\l'" \r<IiJ'('d witlI a rUish Hwl sllrg;e, awl
the e:'ldt g-Jides 8WII,\, AgHili ,w,) ;WUil1 t',i,',:,., I'q,,"[lI<>-<1. tlH' 1/0;1/,; lJ!()\'i/l#,' ill 11 (:Olltiml,Ji Heml

circle, bemnllug tlw [:l't'al li:·,I, iI>, ;i!J<I ]'"nUiJlg:t hanin', wlli..-J! h' ,,,mId but~( lilit' pat-k·tllre<lll if
lw klWW it, III tll'- <if"']' W;dt,l' WI1>'1'1" Ill," "afdy :lIld 1.'(':;\, lit,. Slowly hI' wllrL", uut, be!;illg this

way a wI Owt, am1 g:"l \iIl~ 1jJ<:' I!j(:r('il(·~s ,,; ,~d llPOlJ al lllo"t ,',n',,)' reapjie<ll'1Il1(:c.

"He wa,'; l'yj(lelli i,\ w('aiu'nillg f j,j, I iIlt':' Hi:·; I'tUHp,:P" l)(',lIP;!l], thv watt'r v,'ere shorter and

slwr-wr jn (/W'[j,!ili!J, "11(1 lie 1)('('LrI(';/ tn ;!i\."P for hregt{1 il,.; II(' cuw" up. At la"t a kn-e-footnd Bailol:

in oue of rht, liT'st, [,,1.'0 hoar", t.hl' m:w \1JH, 4rtH:];: tll(~ lin't 1,10-"" ill HI(, lIIomilig (Ganisoll, of North

Caroliua), dl'dr(' Ilh l"nr,,' 11;'111", 'fJI(' 1'ua; haeb'rl away, Imt tben- was 110 IIt"l'rl,for it. An inert

black lJl1\fiS lay upun ill(' sur1'a";,, 11lOI'·j IJ g ,:;:('utly IV ith tlJe nlnLiotJ of til(' wah'!'. UNtd at last.

"Tht'Jl thl_', !Hlal" rUl-ilwd ill tlilil dn,:; (,n'd Hl'OUlltll hl~ (h~a(l giunt. '.[1:(' Itosal Arch came up,

and from her deek kOHl!' Oil,' Ii t'j>41 H Jitll,-lrnli illtu tJw \I'IHlle'H hnek. '1'1]('1'" waR something like n,

!;halIder, ;]. fet'tllt, "'~l'l'elltiIW l)jr,t.iOl! or i Ill' IU)liy, uml tlwH I:'tillm~,~.,;, TlJi,'! wus just at sun"et, ofl'

Shern Creek, ou the "'"Ifil "lion', :t1Jd ,'Ij("~.I' after \~L{'(:r I:t!'O"l', Hw 'whi,'\tle of th(~ tug' joining in the

trimnphal dJOrll~. Line'! 'tI'('Tl' qni('ltly made fust n.1)()ut, the g'reat IHJdy, amI it waf; towed ttl SulJi.

Yan\, h:land, wlwH' if, will IVIJw1TI " Vld of to-da,Y.

"'the fish il'\ a:' right whaie.' J\f.; well a~ could lw ('l:\tilll:.l.H'd Im:.t llig:ht his length is from 40 h,

00 fet,t. Ilnd thp tJJie1"w"s of hi." h";lly from 10 !o It; ft'eL ilir; eaptllI';, f~stimate that be will .yield

fl'f)U1 $600 to $SU{l wurth of (li\. Will'lI (':\:uuin(',l after tleath tIll' hody and sides uf the hlonster

were fouwl to be. think!:, Bt~llnwd awl sem'J'l'd ill """r," direftioll with the marks of the lances,
harpoons, and hooks, showinp: ilIa! the huntel'," It:-ld ;l,iuw(J well."

(J(lAi:H (oF ClAI.'rFOR1'>:lA.

1\," n",sw 1';. ,JOIWA,;S

According to Uaptain Sea.mllloll" i"lH>rt~-wlt;tlinJ.i' \)"!\" commenced nt. Monterey, ill the year
1M!, });\. Capta.inDa Yenpnrl, formerly a whalillp.,·w,ti't~r of Ill\lf~ll pXIH~rit'nce and en.t.erprise. The
"ha,]c<I were pUI','>wl;1 ill 1)oah from the l'hore, amI wllell eaptul'l'AI W(,ft' towed to the beach and

HellfiP(}, lUuell in til<' ,,",;).Jlll'. lIUlllller, (}ol1bt1e~"" 11" it ha.d bB"ll done by our Npw England whaler"

more ihan 0111' hllll\l n:ll a lid tifty years ag'o. At the poillj, where the ellOrmous ca,rc!lss wa~

l':tripIW(] of it!'- fa t, am"" t Ii" \rhalillg·stati';ll, WLl:'fi) try-pots were Ret in rude furnaces, forme<l of

rocks and clas, anti l~apaeiou8YatR were made Ot'plilUI<R, to rece.in\ 1.1)(, bll1bh(ll'. Large mincillg.

t,ubR, with mincing-Lol'st's and millcing-krl1ves; cuttingslllldilR, ladles, hflilers, Rkimmers, Jlike~, and

gaff/!!, witJJ other wbaling implements, surrOllntkd aw fry. works ; and Ileal' hj'; It lnw structurel
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COYf>red with brushwood, COTlst,ituted th(' ;;l(ll'f'·JJOllH' J(1I" oil. A light SIJ;\llt)", wiU, four eom.

partrul'nts, serveu tlw ImrpOi:(t'- of wao;h"n,ow, Ijryi"I!-t\\liTJi. r;tore-fOOlll, a Ill! (".nolucr'r; 1';bup, and a

!;Ort of capstalJ~, termefl Icrahs; \H're mwd ill lieu or thl' ~!Jjp'.~ "luu]a"", wl,ne),,\' tlw lilii" to 'the

1H'i1vy eut.ting·tad:Jc" wen' hun' i n~ wllt"1i f:lf'lel,ed to the hi:UJkl'l,pi,"'(', \',!J jell "1"l'U'd to roll the
Jlla;;~iVf; fOTlll" of the eaptl1rE'd animal>< 01.' 11)(' IWH(d, durin;: ,li(' prO(;e:.;,~ of ikn:>lJl):';."

"From thi8 eXIlcrilJJelJt of hw:il wha liJI~." enntillnek SeaWJlH\Jl, ,. "p I'll !I;:' 111' :1 ;;ystem of.~horp

or com,t, 'whaling, whicil hils !WPIl l']'()~('C: :kd 1"'1' ';\"1']" twenty ,\l',i1O' ,1 k;~.1- awl \,-],i('.h ex teml"

from Half:.:\'1oon Bay (tHotm\(' J.c' :;0'), Of! Ill{' IW]'ih. tu l'uin, Aband:1 (hi, iUid'.' :3'!C ~fl'), ill Low(·r

California.." In 1874 tbel'(~ WN,' "ekn'll \\ h,d illg pa],ljh~ "ea tte]·,~,l ,11oug thi~ helt of eoa~i ~

hWllted at IlaJf-l\looll Bay, }'jgr'l,ji I\)ip1,J!OII;l'!'(·,v I;:,.': (twoj, C:;rnJl(,1 Hnr, San SinH'OlI, Sail

Luis Olri8PO, Goll\t.a-, J~l)l'tngn,'~" 'j:"1:\1 I}H':tr Bllll l'",irL'), :3al! j)i,~~f", :tnt! POlut .Abanlla, The

organizatiOIJ of' padl llal'ty is JIPari,1 "u (il,.' ,:I;!I" pbn i:S tlillt of til" 'll'lJalt'·slJi]l';; dn('prs and crew,

all heing paid a eertaiu 1"iJaH', or 'l~)y,' wllieh ('<l!"l'eSpOIJl!1' to tilt l'u;,;[iUIJ or iJilliYidual,"wrYices

Tf'tlIlerf'd hy eaell mt'IlIht'r. A' wb;d;1J~' eomplJlly,':1[,: if j" teruH·d. (~onsj"tf; or OlH' l~,lptaill, ,lIJe

Jnat(!~ a cnopel') tW\1 hoat·sten('L's, Ilnd devclI H.-ell; from 1llP'W, two \Y]IH.l('" hoa r" an, pJ"()Yi(h~d with

erew.,> of 8ix wen l'IWh. leaTiLg j',Jl11' ]lallds UII >;1!ore, w jll, tak~' i ]I<'ir ~ III'Jl at tIlt' lookollt Btatioll, to
watdl tor whales, fllHI atteIH1 to lmiling" ont tll~· 1,lul,lwl' whell a wllal£' i.'> ('ang--Lt. The f;toek of

tilt' (,oli1paIJy eonsii'lts or hoat". w]wlillg ilU}']PlHpIltS, :JHd \\lJ:dill~ g1'1H, Wllidl i" diyided itJto six

t('('11 ('qual I';hllre8, lUll] tilt" lay~ of t'aeh IIIt'lJIlwr i" Hit, same, Tlw (,!l;)tain and mate,IJ01;wwer,

:In· llflill a, IHlIJll8 of $'2(lO or $:~()iJ for tb(, term of ellgaj!ement., whid! j" 01](' ~"ear, MId tLi'~' are also

('xi'mpt from aU eXlwIJfies of tht> eOillIJany •

•• TLw whaling year heghll> on tlw ht of April) fhi;; being- "bout, tlh\ time, tlHit tile California

~ra~' whales Lan) all pa,.;st·r] toward 1.111' ~'\I'N.ie OlTaIl, ,uHl tlw hUlllph:'H'k ""lml,'s uegill their

liOltlwru jllto;f;age. 'l'1H\ cruio;illg IimitB of thl' hH'al wlmler;; ,'Xl pUll .1 rum Ileal' til.:' k]J(lre lille to 10

uJilCf\ at J:'ea" At dawn of da,\'- nw h0<11s m:iY 1"1t' S<:"II, can'l.millg nu,l.'r :t prp>\" of sail, or pro

]wlled (\,\'1'1' the ullunlating g"l'(mwl-i>'I\'l']J h~' the long- llwa"ured 1:'trn!;Pl' of nan>, until tiler readl

llw u1:'ual wbaling-/"YTOlllHl, where thf' ILlY j;; }Jao;l'.:d pl,1;'ilJJ:,: j() ancl /lo, Illl;';:-:1' Ill" (llJjt'etl:> ofl1UrRuit

lln~ llH't with, Each boat iO\ :lllrni"ut,d with On'<~lJ('r'"~ IlarpVlfl!"gtl1l .. lll"lIJ1i+'ll :Itlll(' lww, lw"idel'l

tile botlllJ·g-un in general Ill'll', whidl impanl'l io tlJelll lllm'(' of a. milihry ~;Pl'~~m'alle,' tlJan til<' utlual

a~pect of a. wltaling craft. Geuually, 'wLal!',,, an' iiL~t I't't'll from tlll' boats. hIlt nl,eal5iollalls they

alt'dii\covend by tlle man OIl Wlltdl Hi t.Jw I'tation, 1;{"1'1' l'iglmb h' llll' buat" by uwan", of a flag

e1pvat(~d 11JI0I1 a pole, with whidl bt, rum; iowllnl HI{' (]lHlrter wnen' rbp 'I'l"hnlt'8 are !ilt'PII; or a

"f.'l'i e~ of sign :11.'> are made from a tall tlag staIt

" The (,t~t aceous animalF fl'eq uentil]!, f]W ellti,;t, ba"iIlI! ])t'l'll .'>0 ]":12' a Jill "(ll1"talltly purf>llel1,

a/'(~ exceedingls wild aud difijen1t. tn OIppmudl, aud w;;n~ it }lot fill" nit' lltility ,.f GI'Pt~lJer'1:' goun

tile coast fil:}hery wnuhl be ahllJll10llelL it llPil,g 110\.- 1Il,xl ttl inlj>oi',-ihl(' 11' . ,;trikl." with HlP lJalJd·

hfl.rpOOll. A. t th., pr('~"llt time (J 874) if tl'j' wlm 11' call he ,ll!proadwl1 wir hi II ;W y:mh it is eon

sidered to be inl'eacll of the gml"lIaqwou. \\'heH tIle gumwJ" lin'_, jf Ill' hit,; hi" ;:~lln{" the Iwxt

'~f1ilr!; llJaflp if< ttl Illlul up Ileal' ('lIough to ",hO(.t,;l bOTJJh-laIJee iuto a \'it:tl part, which, jf it {'xpIOd{;~,

eomplet.r·s the capturc; hut if tlJe firfir hmllll fajlo; tile ~(,cOIHI 01' tlJil'd om, dOt~S tht' faul! \\"ork.

Th e prize is then towcd to the statiOll, a ntI ~ if i t. bl~ I11ght, it il' l;('eurel1 W OIW of t lw huoy s, Jll;u;ed for

t.he purposf>, a JIU1e way from th(~ surf, willcre it H'mllillS lW1iJ .1aylig"lLt, or until snell tin:was it is

wanted to be stl'ijJIWd of its blubber. The whale,,, grIll'raJly t,llkeIJ by the short' IJaTI,iell aro hnmp
backs and Califol'llia gra;p,; but oocasiollall.y a right whale, a fillha.ck, OJ" a .sulplmr·bottom itt
captured.
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"Th~\ loenlitiN! of FH"F'rfll of the "tatiom; are quite pictnrp1:\qm', SOID€ of thrm are n('arl~

conceulc(l from ~('a"'ilnl 'kw. h{'ill(:!." illRide some rocky reef, or behind a jag'ged point. with its out
l;ying rocks. upon wIlidJ eaeh ><uc('('ssl'\"C' wa,c daRhc8 it" foam, as if forbidding ttc approMb of
shill or boal. The O1IC which most irlt(-'f('Sted UR is bali hidden in a.. little: nook, 01: the sQuthel'l1

bonkr of the BUJ of Call1lPl,•.11114 HHJth of Point PinoR. Seatteted arounu the foot· hills, which
come tn the water'" edge. arc the neatly wllitf'wasbl:'d callins of tbe wllall:'r8; llea.rl~- ::ill of whom

ahl Portngne~·;p, frolD the Aj'.on~s or ,V('Sh:'l'U Ii/ands of the Atlanti(" Tlwy haye their families with
tltero, and J,e('D a pi(:!.", 81J(>el', goa i. ()l' cow "pl'owling nroumI tIJe premisps; tbes,c, with a small

gm'dNI-rmfch, yie1l:ling prizJdp~lll,Y {'Ol'll and pumJlJdn...~ nwla> up thl' gl'Ill:'1'al picture of the hamle~

wbich il' a !HlrHdise to the thrin~' elan ill cUlUparisOll wit.h the homes of tbeir childhood, It io; a

pleasant rdl'('·Ht from the roup;h Yo;yag:j:>~ experienced OIl bonnl the. wltale-khjp. The 8urrounding
natural sccnery is broken i.uto majestic spurs. lUlll peak", like their own native isles, with the

vaHey of tbe Ilia Carmel a little hl'yoml, expamle<1 in to landscnpe lavelinest;.

""l~lJder a prccipitouJ' blnff, dose to tll(' Wlltf'T'S edge, il'> the 8tntioD, w}Jcre, upon fi stone-Iajd

quay, il'l erceteu. th(~ wholt' establishment for cutting--in and tryinp;-out the blubber of th<:- whales.
ln8tearl of rolling t!t('m npon the llf'acb, as il-; usnally done, tbe cutting-tackles are suspended from

an r)le,t!,ted beam, wbereby the caJ'cm;;t; is rolled over ill tll£'> water-when undergoing the pro{'.ess

of flenging-in a manuer lolirnilar to that alongside :1, ship. Real' byar\:l the try·work!', sending

forth YOIUmeR of tllick black RmoKe from Hw scrap-fire under the l'Iteaming caldrons of boilillg oil·

A little to Ollf' ~jde is the primitive storehousp, cf>>6fed with C'ypW&'l bOllg]lS, Boots are hang.

ing' frnm davitf', some n>Hting on tIH' q1lay, wbile others. fully ~,qlliJlped, swing at their mootings in

the bn;v. Spaward, on the {Irer,;t of a cone-Rlmpeu hill, standK the signal-pole of the lookout station.
Add t{) this the cutt,ing at the "hapele"lR and half-putrid mas:,; of' a mutilat.ed whale, together with
the men Rhontiflg and lwaYillg' 011 the (mpstans, the screaming of gulls and otbel' Bea. fowl, mingled
'l-jth thl\ DoiR(' of the surf about the shores, and we have a pictun>, of the geJJerallife at a Califomia

coa.l:\t,whalitlg station.""

In 18,9 shore whale·figberies were~ or had lately been, in operation at the following points on
the coa"t of Culiforuia:

(fl:i Santo 1'omus, in Lower Ca.lifornia, aboat 35 miles sonth of San Diego.

(b) Uojo Vit'jo, in Santa Barhara {~OUlltYIjnst south of Point COllception and 61wilea west of
Sallta Barbam.

(c) Port Starford, in San LuiI'. Obispo County.
(d) SaIl Simeon, in San Lui" Ohis])o County.
(c) Carmdo Ha'y, in 1lIontere~' C01Wty,'

(f) .Mouterl\\', in Monter('y Count;\".

There h,tve bel".n whale-fisberies alRO at the following points:
(Ill BallU8t Point. at San Dkgo.

(li) Dead l\1llJl'8 1"la11d, in San Pedro Bay, Los Angeles County.
(c) Po.rtll/IUeIW Beod, Just lJortll of San Pedro Bay, n Los Angeles ()ollnty.

(d) Goleta or :Moore'" Landing, 8 milea west of Santa Barbara, in the ~ame county.
(e) rohlt Sur, in SaIl Lnis Obispo County.
(f) Pigeon Point, in San Mateo County,
(g) Half·Moon Bay, in San Mateo County.
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MId broke np iTl 1878.

One ",illt{',r Mill barrelfl

Thfl first flhare-whaling eamp on the California coa,fit was establjf'bed h:> Capt••ToiO,epn Clark.

near Monterey, about tllt' year 18!)1." Fl'om Monlr'Tl',1- Cil-ptain Clark 1H'nt- to Ball Uitlgn and

thellce to Portuguese Bend. 1l.1 Wf.'llt tQ Han SiUH'Oll lLuout lS64.
Capt. lrrank Anderson, who i8 ~a-id to be now til.' lll(l!'<f {'xperir'llted whalillg taptain ()1l the

coast, i~ a nativ(' of the Allore.'> I~landl>, his Portugu('-fi(' nume ha.ving: IWell dropped ou Ihltllralizat-ioll

ill t,be 'Gnit.rd Sm,tel'lf !l'<; is tb(> gelll'T.'II r'us!OlJl among the llll-Fl.'rs of tJlt' AZOH'S. H p, )'1";),-; M first,!1

wlJlllm' on ships from New Bedford, theu (,auw to Cnjifornia ill 1SfW, awl .\iillCe ]87:1 he bas bad

chargi:l of wha.\ing·taIll}l8 a~ captain. Ill' WUfo; at- SaIl Lnis Ob::;ipo until 1874, at Portugue:;;c

Bend till 1877, and at Pigeon Point WI 1879, when h t' with bis entire company rem on'(] to C(~jo

Vif"jo.

The San Diego fiJ<herr wa:;; e:-<tablil'be(j Iry C3ptain Clark abont 18;;1'. In 1869 the whalers

were driven off from Ballast Point in .lalmary, the land bt'illg- t3k('Il fOr-(-i:O\-emme(]l Jlnrpo~es.

The oompany lost tnc rest of that ;\,('ar; th('Il tll •.y WPDt to S,mto TomaR, ill 1\le:dct1, at whidl point

a compau)" has heen most of the till)e i:'-llU:-<t'(]UI~!Itl'y" but Captail1 Amlenml1 iR il1t'ol'nwll that they

have now !:luf>-pcltded. Bt>fore the arrival of thi~ pal'ty a,t Santo TOIU1t,:;;. 31101Jlt'r party, Ulldflr Cap·
taill Price, bad Ut>(>ll tU{'l.'e in 1SG4 and 18(1). The 1IIexieaTl Go,ernment cbarg-ed a flOC of a\lout

$50 annually, aml.thc United Stat.eR CURtoml'; offi(,(;r~ at S~tll Frallciseo admitted the oil fre€ of duty,
al tb ong11 shipped from a Mexica Il })ort, H in con sidcration of t be fact, til at til cy wpre Americans

and poor men who worked for their living." Thio: privilege WUi'\ afh'rwards refused to eertllill San

l~ranclsco capitalists.

In 1806 a station existed for a !'Ibort time ou Dead Mr,n's I,;lalld, a, drcnlar rock ril"ing ill San

Pedro Bay.

Portnguese Bend is an nnUfmally good ~tation fDr winter whaJil-lg, although little comes thpre

in summer. vVhile t.h~re Mr. Anderson ue;ed to work only in winters. Iu the three wimers,

Dctlcrnber to April, Rpent tht'reJ 2,166Imrn'l" of oil were ohtaineu.

l~igeou Point llalol :rna,ny summer whalf's, hut tll{-\ water it> too rough in '\,'\,·inter. The first yl?a,r

1,000 barrelR were obtained; the Rt>c()ud .year 564. In 1877, in the month of St>ptembl:'r, a. whale

120 feet long' is reported b~' the New Bl'dford Stalldard to have lwen " towed into Pi~on Point
for the wbaling company, making- two whaJes at anchor at tllat port."

Goleta was not Ii very good Atation. The eamp came about 1870

There were three cornpmJles thpre in nll, the first of .Jamaica negroes.

were obtaitIed there.

Whaling was practiced is LOI> Allgeles Connty for a tim"", hut "'3'" l1iRCOllt,illllPG ill 1816.

Tho following speciefl of wbales are found on the Pacifie coast:

(1) Sperm whale, llOt taken by sllol'e camps.

(2) Humpback whale, or summer whale.

(3) Gray whale, or devil fil'h, 80 (jaIled hecause it ii~ht8 harder than the others.
(4) Right whale, not often seen.

(5) Snlphur-bottom whale (Sibbaldi'UII .~lllfure-u8 Cope). Larw", HO to 110 foot IOllg. Twe1>e

of them W~re taken at Pigeoll Point, but nOlle yet at Oojo. They pas", by ~oing DQrth in April

and Bouth in the fall. They are hard to hold 01' tow, booause when dead the under jaw drops
down.

(6) Finback. Two struck a.t QQjo, but lost in deep wa.ter. They are very slim. with but

little blubber. 100 to 120 foot long, and make about 30 hmr~-ls of oil.

"&!fl,1lUI:lon Aay~ the finrt e~mT' w&!' tI~&b1illhed by O"ptaiu D:J,vtluport, at lIfont<m~y, jn 1&;1.
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(7) BO"]lt'ad, N'.'en on1:> hi Aretic reg-iouR.

(H) ]~U,;,,;i;il! Idm](>, S(';rn~(' ami mIls" if! Ah'(it~ rep;ion,s, Very large,

The hUlIlJlhacJ, wlHt\p goc~ Ilur1l! in ;;nlllUH'J'. retuJ'llillg' in tl](' 1',111. SOllie migrate as faJ' as

Alask:!. hut llJilll.\' 110t j,f'~-{)ud l'oill t Coneepl;ion. Tids is theJ'ef()n~ almost the only species taken

ill SUllIuwr', Fonr lJa q. [lPen ta];:t'1I at Co.io tld:o; p'ltr. The cows f!l'P about fl(J h>l\t lOll!!, alld tht' bull

wJmJp;.; ;ll)"n: J;,). 'fbI" fl.'fUW.t jlJ',,/ll1f'(' avrmt ';0 barreJ.~ of oil, tile hulls alJ<.mt half as mudl. ']'b.e

fonr t:d,PII a i Cojo prOdlH'~'(l 14::; b<ine1;.; of oil. This Spt~eil'l! wa.~ fonDerl,\" mv(~h more a hundant than

now. Sillt'\' IS,;) If liaS Jweonw \juiu' .seaJ'ce. The wha/dwlH' of fbi", .....pt·eief; is ll/nck, hut of little

valut'; :,;nitl to lw worth ,04G ])('1' jlouuoJ. in ,Japan, llUl 110t worth ;;;llippiIJg. Tile oil of thiN >lpeeies

i" wlliit' IUl(1 (llJ itt· thick. 'I'll{' J'(~(hli;;ll illid thimu'l' oil or tht' gray "']J(lJo sdJ;; more readily, but

hotll tiring- the ~a!ll(: priee. The uil of the f<ulp]ll1r·buttollJ wh:llt' i'llike lard, and become!'! solid

in cold wt·,dJ.H"r. A lJ th(',,(' oil" aTt' ehicU,Y u"ed in l'OTW-lllakilll:; Rome of it in leather working.

TIll' oil flHulp fl'Olll bIll btl!'!" i,; mul'L~ YalU:lhk t!.Jau 111:1t tul;:cn frollJ t.1.1n inl>ide, and is kt'pt sep

aratt' from ih.' latter. Th .. ~ray wll;rk i~ ll"ualJ,v about 4:) ft'ct tonK. the bulls 35. 'rheS gen

crall;\-' follow lilt' liBe of t.ilt, e(l.~(l' of tlil' kl'ipill going ;;ollill waru. 'l'lwl'l.\ are u;;;ually two or three

togdller. " TJlt,,\' ret'tJ OJI ,;anl ine" ,lIltl "lil'imp"Y The,\' go south wanl from Decemuer to Febl'nary

to caln~ ill the <3nlt' of Calit'UJ'llia. Thpll tJley J'Ptllfll JlortlJw"rd frnln the Iatt-er part, (If Februa.ry

to :\lay. The mo"r, of l\·hrllary jf; a ">,lat;];: time." wht')1 Jew art' scelJ. \Vhen tlLe~' yt;turn Horth

wanl tbe co",,,, and e:th\'o' l1>:llill!y la,ep well ont t(l sea, tLlj bulls farther toward shore. The

whaleholle of lhi" "pecic,. i,,; white, scanty, aut! worthlc~s. A gmy eow whaI'~ sometime~ yields
a [lOlJ t, 90 harn'l" d' j)J;'; a huJJ Jr·"'", tlmlJ half as mueh.

UA:'t1P AT CO,TO T'lE.TO,~Tlw t'.ompauy com;iRtH qf tWf'uty lUl::n ill winter and eig-bteen in

SUlIllll\'f. FjftPt'll of th""... (;on>1titutt; the 11iltUagmuent, own the prllpl'rty. and share the proceeds

t'(1 u;dl.\". Cil]ll:lin ~\ Illh'r:;;OlI i:,; l'lll} ,1"~'l'd I'} 111l'H;~ l'eel.'i dn!;: $100 iu easl! and o!lp·senmtpt·Ht.h of

all r('c('il)ts ptlHJ\'(' rn:ighl" '111\1 eommi;.;siutl). Tht'!'f' al'e t\\'o otheh'; recejyjug (;oue tLirty·flftJl of

the ]JIm:!·t·!!s. tillp mll·j'oJ'tif'til, :lnd anotlwr 011(' Ii tty-tHIll. '1'\\0 Cilill:llUt'll abo aceompall:V the

e~I,llIp. n'(~"iyjllg flJr tllt'ir ,,('n-io(''; Ille ..... im·tn; (If Ill(' wh:t!e, Wllj('!J al't~ .....Ilipperl to UhillH, snppmwblr

for Mlll]J. Tlw"" Ki 1I('\\f; liKed to Kl'll at DO (;ell t ..... per ]HJUII(} 1.0 tIle Chirw ..... p ill Sall Frall(;1seo, then

at 4(1 t'!'llt-~, ;Ilu! Ilfi!'I'W~Jl'd" tlwl"l' wa..... 110 llwrket. rnl(:~: itr(' JIOW worth ahont 25 ecnt~ }ler }IOUlld

ill ~alJ Fn1I1I~i"('(,, allt! lUI' !ill ill ttl s..JJ fit 5' I I"'l' }lolIllll in Chilla.. TL(')"(' ilrt' 20 to ~m jlollnUs of

"ill('\\;l in it wllnll',

The \11101,' ':OIlIjHlll'y at l'lIjo came Originally fJ'om tl:" AZ<Jrp-", with the eXCf>plioll of two or

11,]"(',· lwlH tilt' ),l;i<1pi r:l>1, The ,~alll'~ pl'r.~oll~ t:olJ .....ti Intt'd tilt' {'o11lJla11Y 011 Pig-l'otl Poi nL Tile eom

l'all,\ h:\ \'t' j'II,lt (OJ!' tl:l·IJlSl.'h·l·S a bt'f!"1.' hnn~(', ill ,dridl tll('." t~al ~wd "It,pp, awl "torr, their gUlls

alld lin l·pOlJlt". !:".'-iidl' t bi". t lit' t',ll'tolill, wi!" j" an:IJlIlIl<l,:,ie!! by hi,; wife, IWI! a HPparate sUlulkr

]IO!tM', ~llnl till' C'ili [ll'-'(' ,lHlJi!w]" :1111'1 Ult·ir fa~ll!"Il, Tlp-",· an' pJl 11 hillEr aho\'l' tJle lH'aeh. On a

tI i 11' ,lI 'OIl' j" ;\ "'i;:It:l 1· l.or!., w Iwl'l.' t\\'o )J1('11 '.\-a [ell 1"01' ,y 11:11\'", On IJJI' lIt·aeli lldO\\" aI'l' Ilu' kdJles

hH' 11',\ illl-:' rill' oi i, t [;t' l';U'rt'l", illnl !lr Ill'l' 1Jl illgS of t h:lt :sur!. J II a lill k Ja~uua are the two whale

h("d:-\ []Ilt ill I1S".

Thl-~ l'n! i iT ()1Jl Ii: l~o"t ,I \)"111 $c.:JI(IO, ('x"1 IJ"'I \'1' I,f t hI' lum ,;,~s, &e. Th(~ total eXjlCIlM\S of the camp

an' $1,0(1(1 HJ .':'.\(;00 yeul'1~', TlIt'n' nn' {lJl!r \\'Il:dillg'-hr",c-;, two hl'illg III n",p ('aelL !JaIl' of tllll scar,
\\!ril l , th,' olllt'I'.' ,HI' h('ill;! 1·('p'.dn·..L pail\ted, &t·. Tllt·1w",pr,· m,1I1e ill Nt,\\, Bt'{lI"ord, where they
C{l~t $I-li') em'll, bllt t.'1I~1 $:!UO at Sall Frallei_,t'li. Tilt, outfit of H hoat when reatly to rrtt1Wk a

wh;l1t~ i" worth abollt $tiUO. It e\HI'listt\ of f'ight hotllh·l:lll('!:'S. two harpoolls, (me ZOO-fathom liue.

hHI g,-Ull';, a swireJ'g'llll, worth -S:!Ott lor the harJloons and large uomhs, Ulltl a smaller gnn, worth

f55, for tlll' homlJ·}aueell, rrhe ~1l1all('r bOlUb·lances are nwde ill Norway, and come twenty·five in
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a box, at $94 per box. These are shot at thfl whale from H sbort thiek gun, held at tlle l'ihoulder.

T1Jey explode in the flesh of the whalo, "llif\gTlsting him," hnt Hot UIl11aJ]y kJlliug him. Of the.

sixteen gray whalefl thus far taken at, Cojo, there wa.s lJIJ< fllW wIdell did not ll:lve scars from

homb-Ianoo WO\lild8, 'fhe whales are lWt~oming- ''', sli~, i hall IIP>w tlilngs C~U1 ra,rely hp shot closel;..

enough to prove effectual. These IHl[nl.-lilllce,,< are ;l lilrh' ()n~r a j;)OI hlllg. A 1ll11eh larger homb·

lance, boldiug a pound of powtll'l', lun~ntetl b;y '\ l~dprsoll, and madc for 11 im in Norway, is uspd

by this camp. It is fired from tlJ(' "win'I-gull, and ll"nnlJy kills tlw ,,-hall'. Tlwy COi1t. $,) (',arl!.

The harpoons are mmalIy rnueh mort', efJectnal. TIll' sorr useu, tlinh'iIlg ;;olllPwlw\' from ~lny' ill

use in the Atlalltic~ is mallllfa.d,nred in Camhria. in SaIl Lui", Obi"po Couaty. A ropP is fa,..;teued

to tillS, anti it i!\ shot from tLe large Rwjvel-p:ulJ :11 ttl(. "I".l)ah~, TJieiow hH.rpoon." firt:'d from gnllf\

Ilave been in Ul'lf' on the coa&t "inee a\lOUl J8(;8; t]1P CaJUT.'riil 1Ia1']'(101I by ~\noenmll !\i]J(~1' about

lSi:!. The harpoon!' eost $n ~'adl. SOllW or them Imv!' hl'('n uio'erJ lin, times, bnt occasionally

oue ilS Lopl'1es1'll,Y belli, or the rope !Io1din>: it ilS brnl,CIl, Tlw s\Yiyd-;:lI11 i;; made ill EIlg-lmuI. It
if; placml in the bow of i.bl~ boat; smnetimcs men aT(· J.,i1l<,(1 h;..- tlw n'eoil. One llH1Il ill .Ander

SOli';; caIDp was kicked ill the chps!. bS it alHi l1i('(1 of ]wlIlorl·ha;re. Tlw Larpot!1I weig:h:'i 7 to \)

pounds, Hle rope about ;)~ porlJuh;. The ;:l1ll will nut slu,ot well morp tlmlJ 1DD ft'd, the deflec

tion of tlHl projectiltl preventillg it, from ~trikilJg ,;q ua.rt'l,v at a ~'l'('att'r di;.;talll'\~. At a distance of

WOrt, than 90 feet it 11'< neeesRary ttl aim ah(lvP rh~ wlmle. Ulllp.';.;< the whalt· i;< lwld h;> a line, it iil

]ikely tQ sink when tlpfI,tl, and iH rOIlg:ll weather j t is llartl to 1m'vent tIl em from I:<inking even

whell 80 held. Rarpm>JIK art~ throw)] by hand only "dlell IH'ee::<l;ary- tll hold up (lead whale,.,. 1'he

whale·lines are orollg"llt ftorn New .TIedfon1.

The company arrived at C(~io from Pigeon Point ."'l.pl'il 2;). IH7!1, and devoted tile fullowing

RUmmel' to getting ready' for \\'ork. 'rhe l()J](lwin!! an' tlH' ilat(,1;; W]','lI wllall'l;; were caught; hump

(Jack wlmleR, October 18 alltl 24, two on eaeh l1<I,~': nalifol'llia gTaS Wh;lh:""" 0]( J)l·cemlwr 1,L21, 24,

~.-;. and 311, Jmmary 5,9, ]0, 12 (t,wo Wlllllt·:;), 14, 17, 21, 22, zr" FdH"lwry 1; HUl.king a total of

twenty wha.lt·.... up to Fehl'llar'y H. A camp ill l'OIll:<itll'n:d to 110 wt'll if ohmillilll! li.fteen wlwlt's

W'l' year. TiJe rent of the laIHl, with prl_iJcgoB of g-::mkn, ('(lW-pa"tllre, and Jil'('wo(ld, ii:1 uSllally

n\;ont $1OU per y'ear, but is onl,\ $1 at eojo.

The oil is barreled, and beiIlj;(' rolh'd illto the «uri' is tal,PH OIl n, Jj I!hU.r aml trilllilfeITPtl to a

~<tu Pnmciseo 1'ltealllt'1' ami consigued In partil'S ill Rall FnlJldseo t()r ;lult'. 011 ,TumUlr." :2:; there'

w(\re sllipped 3,~S;) p;allolls; J<\,hruary 2, I,'U:;34~ J;a liOllS; HOW tHI lllul(l, 31;) gallons; total pnld

\let, April io FelJrnar,Y, 17,1.'l4t ga.llOJls, worth ahout 4:; eemf; per gallon hI Sari }'ralleiseo, 'The

bOllt's of t1w whale are worth about ello per tOil for I';(lap.makillg in Sa-n Francisco, lont thf'ir

shipHieut, from Cojo is not eonsidere(l Ill'otilahh'.

CARMeLa UA:MP.-At tLe s/lnth elld. of t.ll(' B"y of Oal'llH;lo iJ:; a, wlwling-eamp. eOlllsisting: of

ken'lltl'en mcn all tolu; all POl'tllg'lIef>t" from A7:on's I;;]aJl(ls, CIlllllHHlldel! hy Capt<1in J\Iariall o.

Tbe ou t6t is OWllt'(} hy a eOtnpall,Y of f'lH11"1 of ,,"' lwm Marin IIll is 0111'. anti tlH' rest llrt~ oll(,.;illl'

parties. The otlwr :sixteen are hil't,(j on dillp}'Pllt Jay,,,. ;J\'t'raging olw-i1fth'th. 'flU' ('aptain I't't;pin'.~

ou(~·fineellfh. J)uriug tlJt'. past ycar tilt,S haY~' {;llllg-llt, tlnet' h1l1l1]lbaek. one fin had:, nnd three

,gmy whalPH, olte of Hw lHlIll]lbaek whales in the "priu,g, whicll i,~ IltllHmal. Two LUllIlrt,a baIT!,I"

or oil llan\ ueen {.btaiu('ll, the finkwk ~-jel(lill~ 30 ban'!\!" 01 a li:,::ht~'r oil, hut ,~('I1illg for JIO more.

Thil't COlllIHl1ly runs from Uctober to J\1:iI'{'!1 0111,\-, tIlt> Ill,'ll tht'!I tlisb,uHling' IlIl1l going" dSl'whern.

The;r ha~e two whali1l~ lJoati:1 0111;1', aTHl mit' tIm lWr)HIO!lS )lIH(\(' lly n. \Y, T'roetp1'. at Cambria or

San Marcoft, and 1l1so sometimes thoiSe milth~ lly l\11'rJ'iU, ill )lontert'y. Carm~'lo it' a vpry good

Whaling-station, inferior to llonterey onl,\-. but, there' is not 80 /!ood a cllaJltf.' for long cha.!'les of

whaleEi. Three right whales Wt.'TfJ seen thil; year, but nOllC caught. Last year Mariano's company
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was at Point Sur, farther south in Monterry County. Tllere are many whales at Point Sur, but
the coast i~ ver.\" rllg,e;ed and the l;ea, runs very higll, so that for much of the wiuter the boatR hud
to be hauled out of the water amI tIle mrn dared not ycnture out. III 187&-'79 at Point Sur, oue
humpback, t,hree gray, and a rkht whale were taken, and in 1877-'7r;, at Point Sur, OIle gray and
one-sulphur bottom. One htrge lll(tn-errtcr 8hark (Carcharor'ion rondeleti) wa" taken b,r the whalers

a,t Carmelo lai':t year.
MONTEREY WHALIKG- Co)IPA~y.-AT)[)t1Jerv:halinp;·camp is; at Mouterey. This (~onsists of

twenty·1}JJ'ec Jlll'D all told, all PortllglH'fW, and .aJ] llllt OJJC frOID the -i'>.ZOfCS, This company has
no captain, but tlwir most efficieTlt mall, '111'. Yeri;;i;iIlHl, iiol made secretary, having' ehaf'g'(~ of all

bURineRR aud rceeiving no Ralar;.. The three boat-headers ill the company rceei,e a lay of one

twenty-third, the cook is hired outrigllt, and the residue of reeeiptf'l are divided equally among' the

other ninett>en who own toe out.fit. This company, with chang-ing mernbership~ haR been in
MontA~rer since 185[;. Verissimo bas lwcn here "iner 18U'. 'rilis .year fourteen wha.ll's have been
obtained from Septt.~mber to April-se'Bn gray whaleR (thn~e down and fo11r up whales), six hump·
back whales. and onc right whale-besides two baskin,!!: iollmrks (GetorltinulI maa:imm); in all 500

barrels of whale-oil and S of shark-oil.
The basking shark is rare Ilf're, Rometimeiol not .".!on for twent.y yean_. This year several were

,men in Monter".',: Bay. ""-hen ,l, Illall is OIl the lookout for whalei' he can't see sharks." The
"hark!> COlUe to the surface at tim,,;::, and rema.in quiet for a whiJe, and their" flukes" amI dorsal

fins rna;\'- be Been by one who is watching. The Sh~lJ.'k-oi1 iolbould be worth GO to 7[; eents a gallon,
each shark ;vieldillg' 12[i p:allolls. In 1878-'79 one humphack and three gray whaleR were taken,

making: Isn barrels of oil, and in 1877-'78 eight whales, making fiOO barrels. Yea.rR ago this busi
uess paid ht'tter, for whale" were more ahUllllant, !lml higher prices were paid for the oil.

This comp:my own thref' good hoats, New Redford n]lu]e, !lml four gUllR of each kind, Their
ha.rpoons aremoRtly made by Merritt, It hlaekflmith in .M:onterl:lY. The;,>- are thought superior to

!'roctor's, in that tbey are less likely to i<lip out of the whale; the posterior flauge of t,he hCl\(1 is

wider. ,"Vith o]]e of them uillcteen whales have been shot. They are made of Swiss iron, and
cost $10 each..

The Monterey Democrat thul'! describes the danger.." of shore"wha1ing in that vicinity: "On
Friday of la8t week the crew of one of our whale-boats narrowly escaped total destruction. They

had struek and made fast to a California gray, a species part.kula,rly vicious, and were approaching

him for a shot with tbe bomb-gun. There were a lot of porpoises around the creature" which sud.
denl~, appeared to be ( gallit'd' by tbem, and paused in his race. The boat under sail and running
swiftly, got, unawares, within the Rweep of the leviathan's tail, and when the sbot was delivered

a stroke iu l'CIlIWDR(l ff{Jm tlJat tremendous creature erallhed like an egg'8beU the tim bern of its bow.
The sea. rushed in throngh t.lle fracture, and tht boat being weighted dOWll with her Cl'i~w, an

anchor, and two heav;r gum" 8ank below the surface. The captain had been struck in the side by
a fragment of the bro"k:en timberg, and was almost paralyzp<l. In the confusion, for a moment or

two, DO ODe thought, to cut tbe rope by which the fish was fast, and it had resnmed it.s fight. A
tragedy Wll-@ immiJl!~nt, but luckily the captain recoveril.Jg himself, ordered. the rope to be cut, and

t,be immediate lllTd mo~t pressiug' danger was eSf.:flJlwl. The peril was, llOw8ver, still considerable.

Two of the crew could not !!wim, amI they wpre all immersed to their nooks in ioo-cold water.

Once or twice t·h e boat rolled over, and they were in that perilous condition for haIf a.n honr before
the-ir consort.,. w.hioh was at some djj,\tance, beard their cries, and came to their reBCUe."

The fonowin~ item a.bout whaling at Monterey appeared in the Monterey OeJiforniatH
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"Last week our Portuguese fishermen killed. a large female wlmlc of the California gray

speeies (RJu:whial1.ectes gla,uC1ls). ~th{mt (iO ft'et in lengt!.J, bpiIJg' some 22 fl.-'et larger than haH ever

been killed herf' before-the U''I'wage of female.'> killed \)f'ing about ,t2 feet. After cntting off the
blubber they f(.UIId insid.e n nearly fuU-g-t"own lI1al(J (mlf. which ltH'URured 18 fet~t from the end of itH

noSt:" to the tip of jts tail, or fluke, HH the wlnders call it; til{' circumference of t.h{' hody at its

('(~Ilter 9 feet; the head l1bout 4 feet in lenlrth; IH~ct,)raJ fin .. ;1 f("I't; lm~adth of tail ;l~ f('ct, and it
had two rjdges OIl tbe lower jaw. ''''hell brought. 011 shnrt> it 8till tad 3 j'(,(,t, of tllP umhilical cord

att\wbcd to it. Tho whall'bone on its upper jaw W!l..'l HOft flud white; the tongue larA'/:' and Koft;

the eyes nearly full size, about aR tar,!.!:;:' as a cow's, and the IIkin Wit" of a tbrk browlJ, llJottlp.d

wbite. It bad. no don;al fin. The f('males, wlwn with YOUlJg. g-enerally keep oil' Rhorl~ when on

their war down south, to bring them forth in the warm waters of the bays of I,ower California,

w])ere they remain aU winter and g:o north in tlw ;;pring". The female". wben with calf, are danger"

OUIl, ItS they One!) attack the hoat" of the whalers. The writer onct:' Haw a boat cut eomplptely in
two by the fluk/:'s of ontO of these whaleR. and it hlOlwd .." if it had bet'n chopped in two by a dull
ax; and !leveral of the Bwn were wound;>tL Th(~ tt'rm of ge"tation is about OIl<' yt'aI". FlJI"merly

tb"Ae marine mon;;ters ~H~re 1'.0 llumerous in ~ronterey Ray that wimlers would fill up lying at

anchor, Oftentimes they would be seen playing' in thtl "urf and rolling tilt:' barnacles out of their

side" and backs on the saJHI heach-an odd way of >;craf.ehing theIlJ/ilel\-es."

SAN Sl1IfEON '''''~nALIN:G COMPA.NY.-Tbc ID('Il in this com pan.\' are all Portug-u('Iol(> hut one,

and mm:t of thorn arE' from the AZOrE'H fslttllds. Captain Clark (nrc .l\1u(\lJadol i" from the Azores.
whence he sbipped afl a, fleaman to the rnitf1'd States. He 11l:'~all \\'hale·fisbing Itt Montere,y, where

an American, Captajn Davenport, the first California shore-wbale fisllPr, wm: ('ngag-ed before him.
In 18fi8 he hegan wb~1ling at San Diego. fn 18G4 bt, was at Portugu/'se Bend. and in 1865

/iltarted the San Simeon Camp, where hll has ever since remftiuf'd.

There are twenty wel] in the eamp at San Simeou. Tl.w,v art'> hiI'('u hy Captain Clark, who

own/il the (~ntire outfit. Tho uoat·pullers receive one-fiftieth of the lny (i. e., all re.ceipts), the

boatsteerers recei,e OIHd'ortieth! aud the Htriker$ one·sixteenth.

TWrteen whales have been taken this S{'11Ron (up to February 21). One .mmmer whale or

Jmmpback, November 15; the others all gray whales. ~o other kiJld~ ha,e {~,er been ~ecured by

Clark, and the hnmpback whale is not takpn later than December.

The last whale southward bound was taken .Tanuary 29, and 3, fcw northward·bouud whales

IJll,ve been noticed-about Februar,v 18, the first Februar.y 7.

The following is t.he reeord of the number taken each year at San Silll('on: 1865 to 1871, 20

to 25 each ;\"eI1T, never k>.s8; 1872,21; 1873,22; 1874,16; 1875, 12; 1876.7; 1877, 13; ]878,3;

Ul79, 14-=500 barrels; 1880, 13 +.
It takes about tell or twelve whalps per year to pay the expenses of the camp, especially nOW

when oil is so tow. Four hundred and fifty banels of oil have been obtained this year and shipped

to Charles Sealy, of San Franci!leo, to be sold on commission. Since 1865 the whales have been

groWing more scarce and more shy. Wh{'D they return from the South they k{'ep out fartber than

when they come down. The flea is often rongher, and the head winds render it difficult to follow

them. They rarely take more than four return whales. At San Djego ollly gray whal88, and

rareIs 1\ right whale, are taken.
The camp is provided with foar whale-boat.s made in Xew Bedford, ooRting' $200, $175; $100,

and tum each. Two !lore in U/ffi for whaling and one for towing all t.he time, t.he oth",r reRt8. Tbere

are al80 two 8wivel-guns, made in EnglJmd, 68Ch 006ting' $1200; two bomb·gnus, made in New

'Haven ('), Costing "00; and some bomb-la.nOO8, made in Norway. Tbe harpoona are made by G.
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W. Proctor, formerly of Cambria, now of San l\lareol'l, San Luis Ohir;po County. Mr. Proctor is a
blacksmith. ITe began making harpoons in 1870 or 1871. The first one made was presented
to Captain Clark, who struck three whales with it and then put it up to keep for luck. .Mr. Proc
wr hUB no patent on the harpoons, aud no warerO(,ms or factory. He makes them out of the very
best UGD, better tban that used in too English harpoon. They an1 hell;,ier than the latter, and

the posterior part of the head is made thick, .instearJ. of thin and sharp. There is also a little con

trivance hy which the tUrIling of the head in the flesh is made more certain. They are now used by
nearly all the California whalers, and are considered hy them as hetter and more dura,bIe than the
others. The harpO<)IJ1'; are used for making fast to the whale; tlw Iwm1)s for killing. Often flint
lance-heru:1,s Hud hone harpoons of the E."kimos are found in the whales, and vcry few of iliem are

unscathed. The neighboring Chinamen help when a whale is bI'Ollg11t ill; receiving the sinews

for their share. The total outfit is worth $1,000 t.o $1~500; the hou.o,es about $300.
Whales going down are littter than when retuming. A gouth-bound whale mfikes perhaps

35 barrels of oil, hut a north bound OIlly 25 barrds. Mostly 1)ull Whilles are taken. On the south

journey the larger COWI:\ come nearest shore and first. "Then they I'eturn the cows and calves are

farthest out., the bulls and dry cows Dear sbore.
PortugueRe Bend was once a good ,'-haling.station, hut lacked ,,,"ood and water. San Diego

was an excellent: station nntil the {mlS suitahle place was taken by the Government. Santo Tomas

is a good place from the chance of taJdng sperm wlla,les.
PORT STARFORD CAMP.-Tld8 camp i~ located on "Whaler'8 :Point," about a mile north of

the landing at "I'ort Star:fonI." This camp consists of 21 men, all hut one Portuguese, and mostly

from the Azores. To the American, Michael Noon, I am indebted for the information obtained,
Ca.ptain :Jlarshllll (l\1arsiali) J>eing away. The property is oWlle(l b.y fhur 01' fisc IlLareholders, tlle

(',aptain beiIlg one of them and the othtlI."s are hired by these, each m~n receiving a particular lay,
the oarsmen (me sixty-fifth to one-se'Ventieth, thf:\ boat·l:!teerers one tbirly·:tifth to oue-fortieth, the

strikers one-se'Venteenth to one·twentieth. The station is usualI.)" faid.}' good but this year they
have had poor luck; only fullr whales, all gray, having lJeen secured. In 1879 nine, in 1878
eleven were taken. :Most of these were gray; though a few hnmpbacks were taken in the fall.
One hundred and .fifty baITels of oil have been shiIlped to San Francisco from this camp. The.y

have three whale-boat.6 here made at New Bedford. The other item£l of outfit are the same a!'! at

San Simeon. 'l'hewhole cost about 'l,.~OO, and would sell for about llalfthat amount.

Captain Marshall established the station here, and has been in charge all the time since its
heginning in 1868 or 18(19. The men in this company, as at San Simeon, are discharged in the

r;UlDlller, and a Hew set hired each fan, many of tbem different. Some of its members are engaged
in summer ill fi.!!hiug for the market of San Luh~ Obispo.

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION.-The aggregate amount of oil ta1l:en by the several sbore par

tie:., prior to 1874, is estimated hy Scammon flt not less than 95,600 barrels; of this·amount 75~600

barrels were obtained from California gray whales, and 20,000 barrels from humpbacks, flnbacks,
and sulphur.bottoms. "'l'he. 'Value of the oi! IDa;r be placed at about $13 a barrel, which would give
a gross of about $1,242,800, or an anIlual product for twenty-two ;year$ of $56,490. To obtain this

oil not It'sS than 2,160 California f,,'Tays and 800 humpback8 and other Whalebone wbales were

rolJb()(l of their fatty co'Verings. If we add to this one-fifth for the numher of whales that e800ped

t.heir pursuers, although llJortaIly wounded, or were lost after being killed, either by sinking in
tleep water or tbrougb stress of weather, we 6haJl swell the catalogue to 3;552. To this add one

eighth for unborn yOllDg, Blld the whole number of animals destroyed would be 3,996, or about

181 annnally. This ma.y be regarded 88 a low estim&te; donbtle88, the number of these orestum
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destroyed every year by the enwrprising California. wlmlemen far exceeds the above e8t.imate."

The pro(}uction of the varimHl whalillg"-camp1> in lS7il W1l1> (;:3 w!wJeiiC, ;yicldillg 58,08-1 gallons of oil,

valued at $26,1,17.80. 1'he total Dumber of mell engaged at the cawps was 101, nearly all of whom
were Portugue_~e.

SHORE-WHALING EY ESKIJ10S AlSD INDIANS.

'l'be Eskimos of Alaska capturo wLalt's of several e;peeips, llf;ing their flesh for food and from

the blubber preparing oil for dotrl('sUc use. TLe whalelJone. i" saved awl tratled with the whaling
vessels coming along those shores ill the .mmmer scaSOll. The beluga, or wLite whale ie; also an
oltject of pursuit.

Mr. Petrofl~ iu his Cellf:;Ue; rpport on Alaska, o;ays: "The oil obtained from the beluga anel the
large seal pta-klak) is a ycry important article of tr:'Ille he-tween the lowland people and tho1>e of

the mountain/;!, tilt) laUer lh'l'CllIiin;: upon it eniireJy for lighiillg their I:'('mi·snbterranean dwell·
ings during the winter, allll to supple-went. their scalllY storc!' of food. 'Ibe oil is mflullfaLtured
by a .ery simple process. 11 ng-e drift-Iog-OJ I~ro faRuiOlwll into troughs, Illll e;h in the same manner

as the Thlinket tribes make their wooden eauocs, Into these troughs fill ..d with water tile blubber

is thrown in lumps of from:! to 5 pounds ill weig-ht; tllCIJ II lnrgt' lltunht·r of smooth oohhle-stolles
are thrown into a fire until the-yare thoroughl.y heated, w hell tbl'y arc picked up with sticks

fashioned for th(1 pfIrp0 I;;e , and deposited ill the water, "hich hoils up at once. After a few
mill utes these I'ltellles must hp removed and l'l'plaeed by fl'l'::,;lJ ones, tlli~ lahorious process being

continued until tbe oil hal' been !roiled out of the blubber and avatl' on the 8urfaC(\, when it is

removed with flat pieces of hone or roughly fasbion~d ladle"l Il.·nd dl'C3Jltetl into bladders or whole

seal skilll:\."t :l\;1r. P~troff 8Nld~ 11<> the· fol1ow'mg p;ra)lhic IImwdlltion of the hunt:
"BELUGA HU:NTDrG AT ALASKA.- N,,)xt.day ltbout noon I wall invited to l)a.rticipate in a ean~

excursion in pursuit of SOlliG beluga or white grampus, it mem her of tbe whale family, but of an avel'
age length ofonly 16 or 20 feet. The blubber of this animal is considered a grNtt delicacy by thl\IIl
dians in this neighborhood, and the La.iada chief wished to grt n supply of tlmt greasy staff of life

lw,fon~ ft'.tu-rning home. Accnnlhigl:i' we startell off ill t~n hidm:ka,,-, aU tbe; luuiane. ooing 'Pr<.}\'id~d

with varioul'l sizeE of "lllla.r.s, while I took nothing hut my rifle. ] n half all hour after lea,ing tbe

mouth of the river the proposed Imntiug·ground was reaclled and the (mDOeS separated in search
of the game. For SOllie time we cruhwd abollt witbout NL-eiJlg a 'hlow,' hut, finally the long expected

signal sliout was heard fro III oue of the canO(1S, arid all as~ellibled illl mediately around their intended

victim, which was a. f~male beluga, with a calf follQwing in its wl~ke. Fin,t the. old one wouJ.l come

up aud blow, and in a few 8e{:onds after the young OIle would follow snit, thmwiug up a diminutive
spovt,. 'fhe calf was attacked first, aud as soon as its hlood d;yed th(\ wllh'r, the dam turned
around al'df in pursuit of the murderer, describing cireles around the floating body of its offsprill-g
and lashing the water into foam with its tail and fluke.s. ·While racing- around the animal

received well·aimed spear!:'. from the bidal'kllfl., wlIi~h had form~I a circlt" amI as :these weapons
are provided with inflat~d hlllJdefs nellT the head, the beluga W1l8 Boon huoyed up on the Burfaee
of the wa.ter, being too ('x.iI aust.ed to <Ira w nnder t,he la.rge II Jl mber of bladders fastened to it.", back

and sides, and in that pooition was easily killed. Three more were killed in t.he same ruanner, and

the Party was pmparing to return to the .... illage when I thought I would try anotber way of 6eCur·

iugthe game, and withoutgiYingany notice to the men in the othel'ca.noes, as I ought tD have done.,
I a-illJoo my rifle at Do beillga which was showing its hnge white back above the water a shorldis
tanee from me. The shot went off and its effect was iMtantan60uS, thougb 110t exactly as I had

~~~-~~---~.~._~~------------~~y----~~~.~y-~.~----

.. Sc,uurol'i: Mariuo Mammalia, 1'. 251.
tAllwika, i-$8 Population, Indttatri6ll, and Relron£'OO1l, by Ivan Pt;trofl;·, Tenth Cell8n~, Vol. VIII.
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expected. The shot wa.s well aimed and hit the &pine of the animal, inflicting a mortal wound;

but while the belnga was floundering about in its death !itruggIes, lashing' the water into foam
d~'ed with its OWll red blood, oue stroke of the tail upset one of the canoes, throwing the inmates
into the water. Then, was plenty of a1lsi1lblIwe ou hand, hO\~eyer; the canoe was righted, and the
men cJ:awled into it, "err wet to besuw, hut not at all in l~ bad humor. The accident was theloub

jed, of jokes innumemble on the way home. "'\Then the last beluga had bel.'u secured, and its bod~'

fastened to the stern of our canoe, the whole sl}uadl'lm was set in motion. 'Yfth the tide in our
favor, we glided along 8wiftls in spite of the weighty carcasses we had in tm'", and as we drew
Hear to the village the mOllotonous boat "ong was chanted bS the mell as they plied their pll,ddles.
On the high bank of the rher the old chid" \'m~ Ic3tanding ready to receive us, while tbe 8quaWS

were sitting in the, grass and w:~t.chiug 0",,1' allproach, joining with their "hrill voices in the song

as soou a.s we were Ileal' enough to be heard. Ou our arrival at the beach the whole village had

assembled to view and admirtl the spoils of our da'r's 8port. As soon as the belug"as had been
dragged ashore, knives werc drawn on all sides and slices of the bluhber cnt off and eaten raw,
apparently with great gusto, by old and Y(lUlJ~. I tasted a I;lmall morsel, and must coniess that it

resembles raw bacon fat more than au,ythillg I PHII' swallowed; but that is only the case imme

diatel,}' after the killing; as 1loon as the blubber is half a day old the mndd, fishy taste is there
and grows stronger eVt~r.r day. It was dark before all tim blubber had be'en cut off and safely
stored out of reach of the viJIagt\ dog'oS, but late as it wat; t.lw chiefs house was prepared it)r a con
\.inuatiOll (If Jl'-8tl~rda'y's feast and game:;;. I was not prepared for a second liIiege of that kind and

Jl1lwuged to slip away ullobserved, glad to 1-'8eupe an ordeal which would have heen more trying

Oil a Caucal>ian's olfactory nerves thau that of the day be1'onl, OIl account of the fresh supply of

blubber aud oil. Before I arose next day the ViiSitilig party from Laiada Lad taken their depart

ure to I'\et, t;Ollle ot,ber village in ('~mruotiou, wbile the good people of Chketuk were ;yd rtlVeliDg

in remembnlPce of the joy,; just, past."
The Indians of Cape Flattm'.\' are said to derive theil' principal liIubsistence from fishery

productfl, the must import,llllt of which are the whale aud halibut, }II'. James G. Swan, in a
report Oil tile ltlakah IlHlialls, in Ko." 220 Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, 1869, says:
"Of the former [whah~.sj there arc sevcral varieties which are taken at diflerellt sea"ons of the
year. SOllie art; kil~ed uy the ludiuus; other/{, inclnding the right wllale

1
drift ashore, having

been killed either by wbuleweu, swordfish, or otlWl' e<ll;ualties. The varions species of whales

aro: The liperm whale, kOtl'1-ke, which h; vcry rarely f>c(m; right whah~, Ja:kh'~J'o·bad-di; blackfish.

klas-ko-kop-ph j tinback, kau-wid j sulphur-bottom, kwa-kwau-Jak'-t'l.ile; Uulit'Ol"nia gray, che
che-wid or eh(~t'-a·l)'uk; kill (ll', I>c·hwau. 'fhe gellel'ic name of whale:> is chet'-a-piik. The
California b'Ta.r is the kind usuaU~7 tak(~l1 by the Indian», the otLer1'l being hut rarel,)' attacked•

.. Their method of whaling, heiug" both noyel and illterel;lting, will require a miuute descrip·

tion-not mdJ' the implements used, but the mode otattack, and the final disposition of tJle Whale,
being clltirel.y ditferent from f,he practice of our 0\\'11 wbalemen.

"From infol'matiOD .I obtained, 1 infer that formerly the Indiuns were more succe·ssful in kill.
ing whales than tbe.y have hecn of late yeal1l. vYhether the wLahl8 were more nUlnerous, or that

the Indialls, Leiug DOW ahIl! to prOt::ure other food frOll! the Whites. have becoll!e indiftexellt to the

pursuit, I cannot sa,.)"; uut I Lavtl 110t noti(~ed any marked activitx amOllg them, fLnd wben they

.:10 go out the.)' rarely take a }ll'ize. They anI mor~ sllcce8sful ill their whaling in some selLSODI:l

than in others, aud wltC1.leYer a ,surplus of' oil or blubber is on hand, it is exchanged or traded

with Indiam. of other tribes, wlJo appear quite as lOlid of the luxur.r W:l the Makaha. The oil sold

by these whalers to the white traders i,s dogfi"h oil, which is not eaten by this tribe, althOllgh
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the Clyoquot and Kootkan Iniliaus use it wit,h their food. Tbere iR no portion of a whale, except

the verwbrre and offal, which is uo;eless to t.he Judians. The blubher and flesh serve for food j the
sinews are prepale(l and made into ropes, coru8, amI bowstring,.;; and Iht, stomach and inWstines
are carefully sorted and inflated, amI when dried arl;' llSl,<J to hoJ(l oil. 'Whale-oil sen'es the t-lame

purpose with these IJl(liuIlS that butter do£';.; with civilized people; tllI".y dill t.heir dril'(1 halibut

into it whilil eating, aud use it with brp:uI, potatoes, and va,riOUH kindti of hNTil~s. \VlIet) frcsh,

it is by no means nupaJatable; ulld it i,; only after being badly boiled. Ol' h,\' long exposure, that
it, becomes ['ancid a·nd aiS offensive to a whitt, man's pa-lat<\ as the common lamp-oil of the shops.'l

5. DEVELUPlImXT OF THE SPEHAl-WHALE FISHERY.

EARLY HISTORY OF 'WHALING A'l' SANTUCh.""ET.~'l'he thsbery for ~Jlerlll whalei> hegan at a

much later period than that for right whales, tlut- tilt exa(\t dl:-te or its commencement is

unknowll. The whales taken by tbe ear1~ iSettlers 01' S tW Eng'1and were most1y the rig-bt or whalo
uone 81lMies and the first spermaceti whale kllOwn to the }ll'ople of Nautuckl~tcaused great excite

ment. It was found dead Oil the shore, and quite a disputt.\ arose c;onc;erning itH ownership, /( for

the ~perm proeuretl from the head wag thought to be of gn'at v.llue for lJlt'dical pnrposc8." It

would thus appear that sperm whales had been hea.rd of hy these pt,ople, hut had not been seen oy

thew. "The first 8permaceti whale taken by the Nantncket wLah~rs/, say~ JUaey, "WllS killetl by

Christopher Hussey, He was (;l'uising' near-tIle tihore for right whales, .tlld W<I<l blown oft' some <IilS

tanee from f,he l:tnd by a strong northerlr wind, where be tdl ill with a school of tllui- species of

wha.le~, and kiHl',\l mm and brougllt it Imille, At what- lIat\'; tbi-,; ad">;lltufc took pla,{\e 1:> 1I0t 1'ul1J

ascertained, hut it if; supposed to be not far fmm I7l:!, '1'hi~ event ga ve liew lift:- to tlie husiness,

for t.hey immediately hel;an with veslSehs of about thirty tOllS to whale out in the •deep,' a·s it wa.s
thlm called, to distillguish it from shore-whaling. 'l'he,Y fitted out for cruises of about six weeks,

l:arried a few hogsheads, enoug'h proua,uly to conta-in the blubbers of one whale, with which, after

obtaining it, they n;tunloo home, Tlw, OWlll';r", thttl took \'.oharge of the· blub~l" and tried out the
oil, flll{l immediately sent the ves:,;el out again. In 1715 the nnmber of ves8cls enga.g(ld in the

wha.ling business was six, all sloops of from thirty to forty tons burden each, which produced
£1,100 sttlrling, or $4,888.88. '1 !!-

RKA.LE'S AOCOUNT OF l'HE ORIG-IN OF THE SPERM-WHALE FISHli:RY,-Tbe history of t,he sperm

whale fiBh~y if?, aec\ll'att\ly giv\;n by Th()mas Beal~,t in his hi"tol'y of the s~:rm-whale,in whieh

he says: "The origin of the sllCrlJl-whale fisbery, that is before it became organiZell as a braneh
of eommerce-like the origin of other fisheries of the same natLlre, is involved in such deep

mystery as almost altogether to defy the stmrclting aeumell of the hifiwrian. Without looking iut-o
the ancient, romancing, and classi(lal histories, WIth which most of the countries of Europe abound,

and which oonta.in wondltrful BWl'ieB of the apllearanoo, death, or eaptu__re of the r:;perm.whale, Of

other creatures of the same order, it may be sufficient for some of us to know [·hat during the
early part of the last century a few daring individuals who inhabited t.he shores of the Ameriean
continent, fitted ont their little crafts, furnished with weak and almost impotelJt weapons,. to

attack and de8troy in its own element the mIghty monarch of the ocean, in order to rob his

immense carca88 of the valuable commodity with which it is surrounded, But {wen as far back as

the year 1667 we find a letter, published in the second volulJle of the Philosophical Tran8actions,
.from Mr. Richard Norwood, who retrided at the Bermudas, which sta,tet:l that thewhale-:tishery had

---~-~--_.-~--,.--_..._...._ ...__ ..._._._-_._-~-~---- -_ ....

• MAcy: Hi&t. Nautucket, pp, 32,3G.
]- The NIIot.uraJ Batory of the 8,paI"lll·WhaJe by 'fhomall Heal6, Surgeon: London, lti:lti; l:.!wo., pp. 393.
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been carried Oll in thl' bay~ of those island.. for' two or thrl'c yean;,' eyidelltly mf',llllilJg' tlle black

whale fhiberr; for ill a.nothel· part he 8ay~: 'I hear 1l0t that tln'y hnn' fUllWl lilly spermaceti in
any of those whalt's;' bllt O'ubse(jlwutl.y he states ill tlll' same lettl:'r: '1 have heard from credible
persolls tbat. t,here is 11 kind of whale haYillg .qrMt teeth, Rl.' have th(~ spermaceti, at Elentheria aDd
othert< of the !3ermuda Islands_ One of tllis }llace, .J ohn Perinehief, fuullu onc tbere dead, driven

upon an island, and though·[ thinh: ignorallt, of the husiness, yet. got a great quantity of sperma,

ceti out of it.' He says again: 'It seems they Imve not so mucL oil as oura (meaning the black
wbale), but the oil, I hear, is at nrst like Hpermaeetl. but the,~- chlrify it, I think, by the fire.'

"But ill volume iii, PlJiJo80jluicai Transactiolls," continues Beale, "in a letter from the

same place, written a year or two afterward", ,,'c find something like a beginning of the 8Ilerm
whale fiHhery threatenc(l by a .Mr. Richard Stafford, who informs us that he haa killed several

black whales himself, and who is represented M H very intelligent gentleman. He Sa)'8: ' Great

stores of whales make USIl of our coast;' hut in aJlothClr part he state8: 'Dut here have been seen
spermaceti whales driven upon tbe shore. 'fhe"e Im.-.) (livers teeth about the bigness of a man's

wrist. I have been,' 8ays he, 'at th(~ BalJunHt lshll.llls, and there have seen of this saUie sort of

Whale, dead on the sllOre, with 15fKJrma all over their bodies. Myself and a.bout twenty others

hayc agreed to trJ" whether we call rua"tcl' allll kill them, for I could never hear of any of that

sort that was killed by allY lIla'Il, such is their fierceness and 15wiftness.' He concludes LJy remark
ing that' Olle such whalo would be worth many huudred pounds! A weighty reaaon for the
establishment of tile fisuery, no doubt. The same weiter, in another part of his letter, states:

'Tbenl is olle islaJld among thc Bahama,s, which Rome of our people are 8ettled upon, and more

are coming' t.ltitlJer. It is called New Providenee, where many rare things might be discoyered,
if the people wme but, encouraged.' This sallie ::;rew Pro'vitlence afterwards became BO famous sa
a whale-nsbing staholl by the exertions of our Aillericau descendants. But even before these
needy adveIltllrer~ commttl.Ced their caree.r of Rpermaceti hunting, we have bad it proved to ns

that the Indians who inbabitl.ld the shores of America used to voyage out to Bea and attack this
animal from their canoes, and pierce him with their lances of wood 01' other iURtrumellts of the

same material, which were barbed, and whieil, before the,)' were plunged into his flesh, were
faste-nml b.r a short warp, or piece of rope, to a large block of light wood, which Wll8 thrown over,

board the lllOIllI~nt the barbed instrument was thrust into its bod},! which, being repeated at every

rising of the whull~l or when they were so fortunate Ill; to get Ileal' enough to do 80, in a few

instancc8, by a sort of worrying-to.death system, I'ewuTded. the enterprising savage with the

lifeless hody of hi8 viethn, but whi~h in most caMeI'; was that of a very young one j and even this,
when wwcd to the 8hore, it was impossible for them to tum over, so that they were obliged to
content tht:llJ~h~eH with flinching the n~t from one side of the body only.

"But althou~h, as has been before stated, Mr. Richard Stafford had threatened to comweDee
the 8perw~\.... l13le fishery at the Bahama. Islands, it appears rather doubtful whether he did BO or
not, when we come to peruse tht\ letter of tbe Hon. Paul Du(lIey, F. It. S., published in 1724, Phil.
1'rans., vol. xxxiii, all (lxtroot of which 15tatl:,s; 'I very l&tel~" received from !\ir. Atkins, an inhabit.

lmt of Boston, iu New England, who used the whale-fi.llill~ryfor ten or tweh'c years (black Whales),

and was one of tile first tllll,t went out a fishing for the spermaceti "'bales about the year 1720.'

It al80 appears in thil'l lWUllunt that the fis.htlryeven then was ver), little understood, for Mr.

Atkins himself !<lays 'be never .saw, nor certainly hea.rd of a spermaceti female taken in his liffl,'
i{Jr he statel> 'the (JOws of that species of whale. being much more timorous than the males, and

ahnOl.'lt impossible 00 come at, unless when balll)' found asleep upon the water, or detained by

their calves.' In another part of this lettel' tbe Bon. Paul Dudley states: ' OW' people formeTly
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used to kill the whale near the shore; hut now they go oft· to sea in sloops and whale boats in the
months of May, June, a.nd .Tuly, between Oape Cod and Bermudal where the.y lie by in the night,
and sail to and again in the day, and 8eldom miss of them; they bring home the hlubber in their
sloOi>S. The trUl~ season for taking the right or whalebone whale is from tiJe beginning of June

to the eml of Ma;y; for tile spermaceti whales, from the begiuning of .June to the Nld of August-'"
CONDITION OF THE FISHERY FRO:li 1720 TO 1775.-About the middle of the eighteenth CeIl

tury the value of oil increased bS the opening up of new markets, and the people of New England

pushed forward Vtith zeal in the whaling industry. The English, French, a.nd Dutch ha~J been
v('ry successful in the northern fishery for whalebone whales, but had taken no part in the capture
of sperm whale.., leaving t.hi.. work for the American fleet which began to grow rapidly in the

number and l.iize of its vessels. In 1720 the whaling tieet of New Eugland numlwred only a few

sloops of about 36 tons each, making voyage." east to NewfonndJand and south to the Gulf Stream.
By 1731 the American fleet a~oUllted to 1,300 tonI';, and tht, size of the vessels increased so that

in 1746 schooners and brigs from 100 to 130 tOllS were employed. ,Just before tlH:\ Re.olutionary
wa,r the whaling industry was very prosperous in Kew England, the fleet was larj:{e, and the pro:lhs

eOllsiderable. Voyages were made to tbe north a.n11 south for sperm liml right whales, but, th(~ chief

object of pUrlluit was the sperm whale, wuot5e oil was Ilearl;)' three times the value of that of the

right whale. The principal grounds \'1sited for the l:lperffi wLalc were oft' tLe coast of Brazil and

Guiana, varioUl:! parts of the. 'Vest Indies, the Cape Verde and v.,.restern Islands, and eastward of

the Banks of Newfoundland.
Scammon glV6S the follo"..ing IltatistiCl:l to I:lhow the conditioll of the bUl:lineS8 from 1762 to

1770, inclusive:

.... - - _.. _.~ ~._. --~-_._._-_._ ..__ .- -----"j" .. -- - ._-- _.. - ·'i

!
Numb..... ot' Xn",ber"t I Valn~ofpro- I

YtIU. ......ocia. 1"....",,1;.: duo/ii"o. I
l-l~7G2~..-..-.-..-••-..-.-..-••-..-.-..-..-..-.•.....r-~-;; 9,-«~ II 'l~~, ~~8'~ i

1'1ell· .....•....•....•......•••.•... , 30 9,238 100, SU 6ll '
11M....... ••.....••• .••..• ••••...•.. 'rJ 11, 98.~ ! l3l,135 3lI :
1116......... .••..•...•.• 101 11,512' 125, 020 S2 ;

17M -'... ....•. 118 11,9ro : 120, !lila \If
1767........... ...•.....•.. .••.•...•. 108 16, 1'>61; 179,852 'll

11118....... •••••••••••• )25 1~, 439 ! 11\7,6!17 54

mID.. •••• • ••• .. •• • •• ••• •. • •• 119 ! 111. 1fj) • 46~ llQII 60
I'mi............... 125 : 14,3:11 : 3tO,Mll 811 i

L "d.~~j=- 006 :.=-~ 9,613 i ~ 74a, 1~_~1
• ~by, In bl. &ClOOlllIt of the Whale n.hery of the Brll,iBh Coloni•• in Am"ri"", .u.- ther. W<>NI .~hty v......Ie .",pl")·,,,l in th<t

Amerla&n /IJilifIriBo durlng the y.... 17Ga-

"About 1774," says Scammon, "the fleet was augmented by still larger vessels, some of which

C1'088OO the equator, and obtained full cargoes upon that noted ground called the' Brazil Banks,'
while others cruised around Cape Verde Islands or the West Indies, in the Gulf of Mexico, Carib·
bean Sea, or npon the coast of the Spanish Main. Soon after the.}' extended their voyages to th(l

South Atlantic, around the Falkland blandl:l, and to the coast of Plttagonia, where fur·Heal t;kiU8

and sea-elephant oil were lIometimes obtained. In such instance!> these whaling ltnd "ealing

expedif;ions Were called. 'mixed voyages."'"
" Between the years ]170 aDd 1175," saSs Macy, <l the whaling busine&l increased to an extent

hitl!erto nnparalleled. In 1170 there were Q little more than one handred vet!sels engaged j and
ill 1115 the number exceeded one hundred and dft.y, some of thenl large brigs. The employment

~ SCUUlON: JdariIle MllOUlIaJia &nd AmWiIllloIl Whal.. FUhm-y; p. 206.

&0. v, VOL. n-----5
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of so great and such all increasing capital may lead our reauer:- to kuppose that a c(JrrespondinA'

profit was realized; but a careful examinatiou of the circumstances under which the business was

carried on will show the fallacy of SUell a coIlclnsioll. Many branches of lal10r were conducted by
those who weTC immediatel.y iuterested in the ·vo~·ages. The young men, with few exceptions,
were brought np tu some trade necessary to the husiness. The rope-maker, the eoopf'r, the black
smith, the carpenterl in fine, the workmen, were either the shill-owners or of their hOUSt~hold; so

were oft-eu the officers and men who navigated the veswls and killed the whales. Whilst a ship
was at Sf\;t, the ownel'f:l at home were husilyemployed in the manuiactory of casks, iron work,

cordage, blocks, and other articles for tbe ;iucce"ding voyage. Thu8 tli& profits of the fabor were
enjoyed by those intert~l:;tetl in the fishery, antl voyages were rendered ad,Qntageons even when

tlw oil obtained was bard"" sufficicllt to pay the olltfits, estimating the labor as a part thereof.

This mode of conducting the business \vas universal, and bas continued to a very considerable
extent to the present day. Experience taught the people bow to take advantage of the different

markets for their oil. Their 8permaceti oil was mostly sent to England in its unseparated state,
the head_ matter heing generally mixed with the body oil; for, in the ea,rly part of whaling it

w()uld bring no more when separated ·tl1311 when lIIixed. The whale oil, which il'l the kind pro

cured from the species callt.d' right whale,1 was !;hipped to Boston or elsewhere in the colonies, and

there I>old for countQ' consumptiom, or sent to the \-Vest lllllies.'·"
1.i he extraordinar.y zeal that the Americani' took in the whale-fis.~lery at this time called fortb

from Mr. Burke that glowing tribute whieh h;1s become familiar to every American. "Whether

this eloquent address," says Beale, "had any effect 01' not upon tb'e minds of our own merchants

and sbip-owners in stimulating them to:fit out fihips for the sperm and other whale-fisheries,

I am not aware, but it is certain that in the following year (1775) the first attempt was made to
establish the sperm whale fishery from Britain; and we accordingly find, from private state
ments 011 which I can securely rely, thai, ships of from 100 to 109 tong burden were sent to South

Greenland, coast of Brazil, Falkland Island«, and the Gulf of G ninea, for the purpose of procuring

sperm and pther oils. The names of the ships which WCI'C tUtu; employcd ill the."e distinct expedi

tions were the Uniun, Neptune, Rockingham, America, Abigail, Hanover, Industry, Dennis,
Beaver, and Sparrow, but the principal places of resort of the spermaceti whale not having been
yet discovered, the vessels met with verr trifling success.

"BOUNTIES GRANTED.-In the followillg :rea;r, 1776, the GoYernment, with a view to stimulate

all persons engaged in tbe-\le fisheries, established a prhlcipll\ of reward for those ships which were

most sU(~ce888ful in their enl1eavors; in accordance with which, five different bountimJ or premiums
were offer(>,d, forming a seale of prizes for those who were so fortunate as to prove tlie five grada

tions of success, the sum of £500 being t,he maximum, and that of £100 being the minimum prize.
In 1781 four ships were fitted Ollt for the river St. Lawrence, but after they had boon out a

considerable time they returned with the discouraging announcement of having only procured (j

gallons of sperm oil among them during the whole time of their absence.

•, SPERM: WHALES FROM FRANOE.-In 1784, France, wbich it appears ha.d preceded the other

nationE'lof Enrope iu the whale.fishcr~·~hull bad for many years past, for some cause or other,

hardly had any Hhare in itt now endeavored to revive it, and with this view Louis X,,--r fitted ont

six ships from Dunkirk on his own account, wbich were fnrnishcd at a great expense with a

,number of experienced harpooners and able seamen from Nantucket. The adventure was more
successful than could have been reasonably expected, cODsidering the auspicies under whioh it was

carried on. Several private indivitluals followed the example of His Majesty, aooording to Mr.
. -_ ...._~ ..~.~.~----~--- ........----

• M.cY: Rist. Nantnoket, p. 68.
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McOullock, 'and in 1790 France had about forty ships employed in the fishery. The Ret'"olntionary

war destroyed every vestige of this rising' trade. Since the Ilcace the Goyernmeut has made great
efforts for its T€l:ewal, but hitberto without success; aud it is singular, that with the exception of
an American house at Dunkirk, hardly anyone has thought of sending out a ship from Prance.'

"A PROSPEROUS PER-IOD.-In the year 1785 the English shipmasU'rs begau t(1 discover the

haunts of the sperm whale, the principal object of pursuit, for we find that after they had been

out twel'\'e> months many vilS&eh returned with from 20 to SO tom; of ..perm oil f'laeh, so that ill. the
,Year 1786 we fint! 327 tons of sperm oit was brougbt to this country, and which sold for £4.1 per
ton. Alld the success which attended our whaling expeditions at this time was quite equal to'
that whieh the American wilalers met witb. In 178(; the bounties were increased to £700 maxi·

mum and £3{)0 minimum, which had the effed of increasing the persm'eranoo and activit ..,' of our

w)Jalers, for we now discover them ISta~ying out, eighteen and eTen twenty-eight months, and
brillging home much larger quantities of !lperm oil. During' the year 1788 the ships that were

Rent out were much increased in size, so that they were frequently of from 150 to 300 tOllS bnrden,
alld they still Nlntinued, like the AmericaniS, to fish on this side Cape Horn, takiug- the common

black, as well as the sperm wbf!'le, at ,~uch places as the Gulf of Guinea, coast of Brazil, Falkland

Jglands, and, for sperm whales in particular, about the equinoctial1ine. But if the Americans had

heen the first to establish the fishery on their own lihores, and even throughout the XOl'tll and
South Atlantic Oceans, it was the destilly of the mother country to enjoy fhe hOllor of opening the

invaluable sperm fisheries of t,he two Pacifies, the di8CO~~el'r of which formed all era in the com

~ercial bistory of this countr.Y. For not ollly "'I\l; the sperm-whale fiHhcrr br thiH <lisl;overy

prodigiously incremmd, hut other coIllmercial advalltages accrued from the whalers who resorted

to these seas opening a trade with the people who inhabited the extensive shores which hOUD{}

the enormous ocean."-

"In the year 1189 a. gentleman from Cape Cod, who had returned from service in the East
Illdia OGmpany, having seen sperm wl.,ul,}es near Madagascar, (lommuuicated the fact to some of

the Nantucket whalemen, who, profiting by the knowledge, in due time dispatched ships to that
coast, which proved to be It rich whaling' grouud."t

The American whale fisheQ', just before the ltevolutionm-y war, employed a total of not less

than 360 vessels of various kiuds, with an agf:,"regttte burden of nearly 33,000 ton"l and prodnced

about 45,000 barrels of spermaceti oil, 8,000 barrels of wllale oil, and 75,000 pounds or whalehone

annually. By the year 1789 this large fleet had been reduced to a.bOllt 130 O!ail of Yoosell', pro
ducing annnally scarcely 10,000 harrels of spermaceti oil and about 15,000 barrels of whale oil,

with a corresponding proportioQ. of whalebone.
THE BEGINNING OP THE PACIFIO SPERM·WHALE FISHERY.-" In 1788," sa:'Ts Beale, "the grand

mercantile "peculation of sending ships round Cape Horn into the Paci.ftc, in order to extetld the

spel'ill-whal~fishery, WM resel'ved fOT the bold and 'entetpti'iling mind of MI'. Enderby, a London

merchant a.nd ship-owner, who fitted out, at a. vfUlt expense, the ship Amelia,t Captain Shields,
which sailed from Eugland on the 1st of September, 1788, and returned Oll the 12th of March,

1790, maJ>:ing an absence of one year and seven months, but bringing home the enormous cargo
of 13~ton8of sperm oil, and likewise having the good fortune to rooeive £800 more b~; wa,Y of an

incroo.sed bounty in consequence of the peculiar nature of the expedition. The Amelia having
been the first ship of any conutry which had entered the Pacific in search of whales, hel' 8nc-

'" BEALE: op. cit.,l"p. 144-146. t SCAMMON: Marine Mammalia, p. 2OD.*The A.mel.i& w&& an English fitted IIhip, rnann~ by the Nantucket colony of whalllmen; her filet mate, ArChelna
Hammond, of NlIl1tueket, killed the ;6$ 1ipenl1 wh1e knoW'll w haVf'l b4!eu taken mthe l'aeifio Oce&n.
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ceSH g.we :\ll amazillg" illlllulse to all pen,ous engaged ill till' fhlheries~ so that several ships; both
from this couutr,v <lud "<,, J\1l;lriea; immediately followed in her track. lor on her return in 1790 many
vessels wel'e din'l:tl.r Rent (lli', t11~' l:rew~ of which continued tbe fishery along the coast.s of Vhili
allll Pt'l'll with gn,>at adnllJtage; so that ill 17!H we had a great ;1ddition ill the importation of

gperUl oi I; <llJHJUlJt iug' this :veal' to I,J58 tOllS, making au increase on~r the importation in the year
Ii1'16 of !J~n t ()!JR, III 1791 the hOllnties were ngain altered, but the al teratiou merely related to
tllt, tiJlJI' tll(' ships 8110Uhl rmlJ<lill out. Thl~ ship.'! which were at thll:) time eng?geu in the tisber;y

l:nrrieil fl'Olll tWli'llty-two to thirty lIlell each. This ent~lrpri;;illg bralleh of commeree wal,l carried

Oil ye,u' ;l ft.e1' year willt wlisiderahle BUeCel'B, .'ml~iect to but slight v~riations in t.he annual and
gradual ilw]'()a~(' ill HI(; illJportalioll of oil, givillg mnlllo.'pllcnt to a vast number of perSOns, mauJ'

of \\ hum w\~n' CTll'irlwd to all i ttl]ll('W'I' aUH)\l1l1 by the su':cCI:lI::l which attended their exertioll8 in

thi,; HOW IIl'ofltahlp punmiL""

The 1]('W gTOlllllll:l lc)r ,Slwnll whall·. in the Pacific discovered by American whalemen ill

Ell).';li;.;h \P>ll"l'l.S, w('rt' s(Jon J'(>sori..,;j .to II}' yessels frolll SalJtucket. 'l'he first vessels sailed in

17!1 L ;1I111 rH,ul'Tw\! "I()adt~d wi til oil, aUlI n,pOl'kd that whales wcre plents, tbe CO;l,sl agreealJle to

el'11iNt' 011, and tht' clilll;de healthy. 'l'bis was fiullicient mH:ouragement, notwitbstanding the

It'llg-th of \.lw vo)'agps, fo!' a collsidt'T;l,hle part, of the whaling iuterest to he dirf'cted that way.
All allditiolJal lHIli1 hpr or \·i~.':lSe];; was tl1(,11 Ii ttt~d out, which together made a comdderable f1eet.."t

::',tadlllt;k :<ay,':l lli:it .,ix :<l..lil':< :<ai!('\j fpJ' lilt' l'aeitie tislu:'I',)' ilj 171J1 frum Nantucket and 011(; froIll

~c'w Bli'dfOl'd, III till) mi":Ul tilllP f>Lip:< li'om Dunkirk~ amon~ them tbe Falklallll, Canton, and the

II~lJ'lllOlI:Y, had a.ln'ad,\" ]Jc'l't'orm{'ll thl-ir \'oyage8, and ill Pehrllary, 179:l, a.rriveu at Dunkirk wittt

fnll rargYWR. Lt wa~ the cnM,om ill tho>;e daYiiI to nearly fill with l']lerm, then return to the

Atlantic Ocean aml complete their 1Oflt] on the (~oal't of Patag-ollia or 011 Brazil Banks, COlli·

mal1ilPl'H preferriTlg to round Vape Horn with a, snugly.loaded ship. The names of the six Nail"

tncb>,t vellsels were the Be.aver, "Yashingtoll, Hector, 'Varren l Reheee:!" and Favorite. "These
f,ih ipiil," sa,,\'<; Scam mOll, ., were olll,'" t50 tOilS hurden, dnl I sftilers, having uo copper 011 tb eir bottoms,

alld hut scalitily ti ttpd "I\' i til whaling' appl ianel''' or provisiolls, The scene of their fi rst exploits was

upon t.!Je coa,'lt of Chili. Thefl(\ pio[leer voyage:;;, through the persistent daring of the han'Iy meD

who led them, wpt" eminently Slleeessful, which induced the people of th., neighboring settle.

mpnt.s ofother :N ew Englalld port.s to ext.enu their whaHn g commeree, aod bn t few years passed

hefore a nllmeN)J1l' Beet were pl,ring o.er those rough waters. Gradually, however, they extended

t.lll'ir cruises toward t.he more clistant but smiling regions of the tropics. .As early as 1800,f
American whalers were plowing the sparkling wate,TS along the coast of Peru, and their keels
eut the equatorial line, north and 80nth, in the Paciftc. A favorlte cruising·ground was from the

Spanish :Maiu westward around the Galapagos Islands. There a rich harvC8t rewarded them, where

they lahored in a getlial climate, ,,'itll an almost uninterrupted succession of fine breezes and

pleasa.nt weather. At certain seasons, north of the equator, the northeast trades blew fresh, and

~t the south t.hey wou\t] frt;quently increase to a llri.sk gale; but tbese period ic~l bree7.&>, compared
with the heavy gl11t~s of the Atlantic and the tedious weather about Cape. Horn , served only to

eoliven them hlto renewed activity under the heated rays of a tropical snn, when in pursuit of

the vast herd .. of cachalots whic11 were met with, boonrling O\'er or through the creBwd waves.

]lnriug theNe !mlg voragf'~ it ht>Alame Illllt\"oidflhl~- JH>(:.€sf:i.ar~' to oeca~illllall)'go into port, in order

to 'recruit lihip,' When arrived at the8e places of supply, good store of fresh meat, water, and
vegetables was laid in, and the ship's company were aiiowed to paM, in turD, a. few days of

lilxlrty on flbore, In due time those port.8 along the coast of Ohili and Pern, which were snited

'Bn.u.R: op. ,oit., JlP, 146-149. t MAey, Hist. NatulIket. p. 141. 1 Nll.ntllckflt pap6J',
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to the requirements of the adventurers, hCC::~llle famous places of resort for American whale ships.
The principal OIl€!S were Taleahuallo and Valparaiso, in Chili, and :Payta, C:lllao, and Turnbpz, in

Peru. At these places mmally could be ollbined an y needed recruits, lllJd tll ':' Jli(~tnreliq ue Rl'l~m'r",

blended with those sunllY dimes, together with the ClJU.fl1l8 of the heautifl1J women, made their

periodh,aL visits to the elMlit peculiarly attractiv(~, awl wrought all cnt,ire t~lnplJrary cliange from
the lift\ on 'blue water.' The abrnpt :lIIrl lofty 6'TOUP of j"J:wds, the (iahlpagl)s, whieh extend into

both latitllllel:i from ttl{' eq uatoI', and the little island of Cocos, situated i II the rainy region Oil tbe
bor<h;r of Panama Bay, were frequently visited, and beeamc more familial' to the wbalemeu, in

rnany instlUlces, tltall tlJeir At,\alltie !lODlPS. En~r,r rngged mountain and\-erdant valley of the
former were trnvlmwd in hunting the galapago, or -elephant terrapin,' which furnished tllPrn with

ample supply of tile must 111'\icioUlI meat, aml t1:w latter was rf'sort,ed to for t'rptlb wat(;r, which

was dipped frolll cascades flowing out of their natHral rei:wryolr \wyolld the wO()llell hlnfl:". And

upon the rocks a.bout the Iwach of ('.hatlHHIl Bas, l"tHlel.v cill"eled, are tbe re(:ornlo1 nftho;;e ])ioneer
\\ llaIe fil:'herOl, with tilt' datt~H of tile ,isit;,; of transient ve!;S('J", from the pigmy Rhallops of Drake's

tinH:' to the ma~!'lJifieentuational >!hips of tlw pre.wnt cell tm',Y."·

Sl'ERl'l WHALING AT NEW ZEAI.AKD AND TIH~ OFPSHORU: Gn.nU:Nb.-The sperm-whale

fi:;;lwl',\' 1I,t New Zealand begall :1bOllt the ,\-e.ar 1802, awl ill ISW;, according to Beal>" "many vessels

wen' plowing tbe China Sea>;, about the 11nlncca It'IaJlds, ill search of the ",perm whalE'_"t In
1818+ Capt. Georg~ Gardner, ill the ship Globe, of Nantucket, dio;covered the famon/';" oft\.:llor(
groullu" that was 80011 \-i:,;itl'il LI,\' scon'" of "peon wllalt·r". In ",peaking of thls di:;;\:over,Y SCrtmmOII

Sll,YS: "The love of ad Vt'llturl' h'lllpted tlll' whlt]~'rs to tUl'll thdr prows evell from fllP SlIUUY It;hores

of Peru, aml, with flowing sbed:;;, they (',ounwd on>r the' Pacific until, ill latitn(le ,)0 to l\lO south

aud longitude 1050 to ] 2,')0 we",t~ t.he obj<:'ct:> of pursuit \H'H; fonlld ill BountIes8 lJllmbl'rs~ whose

huge forms bhwkened tIll' wan'" and wlH1!i'e spouting" elollded the air a" far as the eye could dii'

<'ern."

THE. .JAPAN GROUND.-Tlle next important sperm-whale gronnd to he diseoven~d was the

Ja,pan Ground. Th(' horlOr of oJJt'uiug tuis protitablt· whuling ,grmwi! i.s e1:timed or both Ameri

callS and Englishmen. Aceonling; to Stal'buck,§ "h,will;.! rel'eivelL wnrd fnllll Captlliu Winship,
of Bril;htoll~ Masl:I" who had friend,; a.t .saHtu(~kd. ilJat OIL a reeeut voyage frnnl Cllilla to the
SRlIllwieh Islands he had seen large 11l1wbe!"s of spenn whales OTl that coast,Oapt.•Joseph Allen,

in the <lhip Mars, wa<l dh,palehl'd there." 1.'\ll' Marl' I'ailpd from Nltntucket Oet.ol~~l' 2/l, 18HI, arriv

illg home March 10, 182:3, with 2,425 barrel:;; of "pl'l"lll oil, and within two or three ,n'aTs a tler! of
thirty SRi] of \"esl;leh> were eruisiug on the IH~W gl'Ouud. By 1835 there were cruising- lU th,' North

Pacific, bctwI\lilfl the (~Oastil of New Albioll Oil the east and the .1alJaIl Islaml!:> on the wm~t, nPill' a

hUlI(lred t"hips,11 one-third Bngti8h, and the others Amerieall.s.

The fir8t Bnglish Whaling vessel to visit the lIew field was the ship S.yr~ll, of 500 tons bllJ'{h'u~

commauded by Oapt. Frederick Coffin, of Nalltul'ket, aud carrying a crew of thirty-six seamen.
"The Syren," gays Beale, ,. sllill'd from :Engllllld OIJ the ~~d of A Ilgust, 181!)~ ancI arri nod off tlll:'

t:t.last of Japan 011 the 5th of April, 18:W, where she fell in with immen8e nurnben, of the f;perIJJa~

ceti whale, wbich her crew gan~ chase to with excellent RUceeSS j for they retuJ'ued to their native

land on the 21st of April, 1822, after an absenoo of aoout two years aud eight, months, during

Which time they had by their industry, courage, and perseverance, gathered, fronl the confines of

the North Pacific Ocean no less than the enormOU8 quantitj' of ~-W(j tOilS [2,761; harrds] of sperm

." SCAMMON: op, cU" Pl'. 210, 211. t BE4Ll(: op. cit., 1'. 14101.
t Proceedillgs Amerill&n AntiquariM Soeiety, :No. 57, p. 29. ~ Report U. S. Fish CQllImission, 1875-'76, p. 96.

l1Ll.cy: Bi&t. Nantucket, p. 224.
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oil, wbich was brought iuto the port of London in safety and triulllph, showing a success unprec.

pdented in the annals of wbaling, and \vhich ,astonished and stimulated to exertion all those

engaged iIi the trade thronghout l~uTOpe and America. l'he success which attended this expedi
tion llOt ollly rt'warde~l the seamen and otller" whn cOlllllOsed the crew, but the spirited owner
who had f;cut them out also IllIHst have felt dJC solid and weighty cOIlsidertltioDs which he no

doubt recl'i\'ed ill roturll for the great and succe·ssflll enterprise to which he had given origin.

After the retum of the Syrcn the Japan 1bhery wa;; speedily l'stabli."lhed, and remains to tbis day

[IS~1[lJ the principal one in both Padlics; and altl!ougb it has been so muelt resorted to by I:lbips
(If different llatiOJls ever since, whicb. have carried oil' immense quantities of sperm oil, yet such is
tlw boulHIlt>ss "'pace of oeeau throughout whieh it exists, that the whales sea,reelyappcM to be

l'(~duced ill number. Hut they are morn difficult to get near than they were some ~·ears back, on
tl{~('Olll\t of t.llE" (req lleut ltara;;;;illg thf''y 1Ia n} met with from hoats aUt] ships) 1"0 tIlat they have

HOW hecome weU awurt' of the l'l'ckless llatur(' of their pursuers, and tht',r t'yiTlce great caution and
im;t.iuctive cUlilling ill anlidillg' tlh\IU."*

SPEInI WIULI~G IN THE IJI\IIIAl': OC}cA...'if.-" In 1828," "3,.yS Scammon," four ships were sent

from Nantu15ket to eruifie for sperm whules 011" the coast of Zanzibar, around tlw Seychelle Islallds,

:llllI :tboUl tlle llloutb of the Ued Sea; and one of the number, ·witb the 'Vcr,Y appropriate nawe of Co
111m1m>:, tbrongh the Hkill and energy of the cnptain, 8,tiled up the Hell Sea in quest of the objects
of pursuiL" t The Scyr:lll'J]t· Jslandl'l had been visited by the EnglilSh Wllah~l' Swan, a vessel of 150

tons, ilt IB2:l, for the PllrJ'O:;~' of iwardling fiJI' xjJf~rm wlwle8, amI the cavtaiu had heen directed to

!H'Ol'l'etlte the fishl'T.v, if possible, at t.lw entrance of the Ut'u Sea and Persian GuU: The expedition

cJj(j Hot, prove as xllcel:'8sful as was anticipated, though the effect of opening up the uew fields was

of great subst~quelltadvlLntage, "for although," says Beale, "the Swan did not returIl until tbe27tb
of April, 1825, IlUd had only }lrocurtJd 40 tons of Rperm oil during all the time of bel' absence, yet ller
want of entire suceeS8 was not owing to the absence of whales at the places tQ which they were
SNIt, for the crew saw immense numbers, but from a series of misfortunes which befel them, and

which reruh'red them incapable of prosecuting the fishery with all the energy and entire devotion

which it, require..... to briJ!g about a succesl:>ful termination, The ships which resorted to the Sey
ellelles after tbl:' return of the Swan had good reason to be well satisfied with the success which

attended their effor1<l, not ollly from the number of whales which they found there, but from its
heing 80 much nearer home tlmn the .lapan fis1Jer;y, by which Illuch time was sa"ed in the outwant

and bomeward passages." t
CONDITION OF THE FISHERY, 1837 TO 1880.-In the year 1837 the sperm-whale flsbery was at

itlS highest pohlt of prosllerity. 'I.'1Ie production of tbe American fleet that yea" was 5,329,138

g-aUon<lof sperm oil l valued at $4,396l 538.85. Most of the fleet at tbis period were scattered over
the various grounds in tbe North and South Pacific Oceans, and in the Japan. Seal-and cargoes of

oyer ;l,OOO ba.rrels were not unCOillIllOll on a three years' cruise. "Most of our whale sbips," says
Mac)' ~ ill 183,'), in big H iii tory of:Nantucket, "go into the Pacific b~' the way of Gape Horn; some by

the eastern route Bouth of New Holland and Van Dieman's Land; others after cruising awhile in
the Indian Ocean, iu til('. neighborhood of Madaga.;car and mouth of the Red Sea, pursue their way

into the Pacific ~cean through the Straits of Timor, between New Guinea on the, south and the

Pelew Islands on the uorth, touching at the Ladrone Islands, and then onward to the Japan coast.

l'hey there moot ships which sailed from home about the same time with themselves and C&rne by

tht! way of Gape Horn. Others, too, moot at the same place that came by the route south of New

• BltALY.; op. elt., p. 149, f SCAMMON: op. cit., p, 212,
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Holland. It must appear obvious that o[(r whale ships are exploring ill a more t1ffH,tual manlier

than twent,y nat.i:mal ships could every part of tlJe va~t Pacific. They have discovered many
islands, reefs, and shoals, which navigators sent (lUt, expre~sIy for exploring pUl'poses had passed
llnSetm."

The extraordinary sucee~s of tIl{' fleet ()f whaler", led to a rapid increase in the number of

vessels engaged, 80 that ill 1839 the fleet, of the United States numb2red 555 vessels, whose aggre

gate tonnage was Hm,3:;4 tons. Nearly 500 of these vessels were ships and bRrks, a large propor

tion or which wer(' iu the Pacific sperm-whale fishery. In 18;1,~ the numher was 594, at Which

time, according to Scammon, the foreign whaling fleet amounted to :!:30 llail, and the comhined

fleet of the world engHged in wlmlin~ was f'~4 vessel". The fleet from the Dllited States reached

its bi~hf'st Dum her in 1846, when 67S slJip", a4 brigs, antI 17 i'lchooners and sloopf;~ a total of

729 ,'essels, mea!'ul'ing' 230,33(; tons, were t~llp;ag'ed in this industr;v. It is impossible to give the

exact number of tl.te"e ve",sels that Wf're ('lIg'a,gNl in sperm wlHllillg, bnt it is prohable from a
ca,reful estimate that nearly olle·half of tlle ell tire fleet followe!l thill hrandt of th(~ whale fishery.

III 1844 the spcrlll-whaleG.eet of the United States numbered 315 vessels, of whieh 242 wt\re ships

and barks in the Pacifii:, and 73 SChOOll('IS in the Atlantic i':per,m fishery. At about tlW.s time the

New Holland branch of the English whale fishery was rapidly growing', the proximity of those

whaling ports of Australia to some (ff the uwst produeti"e cruising·grounds enabling the ships

fitted out there to perforIll thn-e voyagei:' whilt' the Ellglish and American were performing two.

The number of whale ships froUl Frl'llc;h, G-l~rwan, and Danish ports at this time, acc;ording to

Cheever, was between 60 and 70, amI the English fletlt, which in 1821 numbered 323 ships, was

reduced to 85,

The fieet, from -tbe United States began now to decrease, and the receipts of sperm oil became
less and less, until in 1860 the entire prodnetion of sperm oil by American vessels was only

2,306,934 gallolll'l. The price of this oil, however; had ad\"anced from 82~ eents in 1837 to $1.411
per gallon, and the entire fit',ct of whaling vessel:-; was reduced to 5(jO sail. In 1870 the receipts

of sperm oil had further decreased to 1;738,~65 gallons, and the whaling fil\et numbered 316 sa.il,

of which number 231 were principally llperm whaling and tht~ balance right whaling. These

l'lperm whalers were distributed over the various grOllnds all follows: 1~5 in the North and Soutb
Atlantic, 41 i~ the Indian Ocean, and 65 in the Pacitic Ocean. In 1875 the sperm.wha.le fleet

numbered 134 sail and the entire whaling fleet 163 vessels, and the receipts of sperm oil were

1,342~435 gallons.
The general decline of the whale-fh,her,V, rormlting partly from the scarcity of wbales, has led

to tbe abandonment of many of the once famous grounds, and cargoes of sperm oil are obtained

only after the most energetic efforts in J:lconring the oceans, in the Western Paeitic Ocean, the

Indian Ocean, and the Japan Sea, where ollce large fleets of vessels eruised; ther{) are now bnt few"

The rt~8nlts of this branch of the whale-fisher"y during the year 1877 on the different. ground8 were

varied. In the North A.tlantic Oooan (lighty-two vessels took 13,500 harrels, (,he largest yIeld

for many yean!. Good catches were also taken by the :fleet off Ohili, on the Off-shore Ground, at

New Zealand, and the 800100 Sea.. Vessels in the South Atla.ntic had fair snccess, while bnt little

oil was taken in the Indian Ocean.
In 1880 the Indian Ocean and 800100 Sea sperm-whale grounds were abandoned by the Ameri~,

can fleet.

LENGTH OF VOYAGEs.-The length of a sperm-whaling voyage in the Korth Atlantic, where

it is generally carried on in the smaller class of vessels, is from six to eighteen months, though

, oocaBionallya vessel may return with a fair cargo in five months, while another vessel of large size
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may remain from home for tllree years. Vora~rt".s t() the SOUtll Athwtic and Indian Ocean occupy

from two to four years, depending largely UPOlJ thfl allUlIchmce of whales. Tlwse VI\l:1sels are

principally "hips aUlI bark...,~ the "dl{lOIlers anel brigs finding employment in tlw North Atlantic
fishery.

The Pacific Ocean whalers remain from home three or four )'l'ar8, or evell a greater length of

time, transshipping their oil from San l<'rallcisco~Honolulu, ~llld South .Amcrican ports, and taldl1g

supplies from time to time at convenient. l)lac(~s.

S1'ATWTlCS FOR J880.-Tlw rce!:'ipts of sperm oil from tIle Ameri(lan fleet in the year 1880

were 1,184,841 gaUons, the smallest quantity, with the exception of the years 186;) and 1874, received

"inCI;l llHl year 182fi. The entire yield of thl;l Beet from 180~ to 1&.~0 vVHs16G,604,496 gallons, and the

number of sperm whales taken, allowing 25 barrels to each whale and 10 per cent. of those taken

as lost, was 232,700. The reccillt.s of sperm oil by decades since the year uno were as follows:

, QUl\JItity.
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The products of the sperm-whale fishery, ill addition to the oil from the blubber and head,

and ivor.r from the teeth, includes that very valuable substance ambergris, which when pure is
v,ortlt its weight in gold. A full discllssion of the manner of obtaining ambergris and the value
of t.he production is given in the section of this report treating of Preparation of Products.

CAl'l'. II. \V. SEA1f(iUY ON SPERM WHALES.-,4 The largest sperm whale that I have seen

taken." !lays Capt. IT. W. Seabury j of Xew Bedford, " wu" 120 barrels; thongh I have heard of 0111'.

that made 148 barrels. 'flle male or bull, when full grown, varies from 70 to no hal'relto;, ver.y
seldom going beyond tbe latter amount, and is froIU 50 to 70 feet long. Female or cow sperm

whales have been caught that made no barrels, though they do not often yield more than 35 barrels_

They var.y much ill size ill different plaooB. III the Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico, and along the

Gulf Stream through the- Athtnt,ie, tbey fUn small, alHl full·grown cows will IlOt average over 15

barrels. Those caught in the l)acific Ocean lJear the equ;~toras far I1slon:.,>itude 1350 west, average
about 25 barrels while those caught fa,rther weRt and in m,ost parts of the Indian Ocean run

HUlaller. The COWl:! with theiryouug give from nothing up to :35 barrels, and "cern to go in school"

together, and we frequently see from twent;y·fi,'e to fifty and sometimcfI one hundred or more in a

school, with occasionally a large bull among them, and at times, though seldom, we .find all
sizes together. The male or bull whale!> [<eern to separate from the cows and calves when

about the Bize of 35 barrels, as we seldom get them in the 8choo18 of the mother and its young to

make more oil tlJaIl that~ and w!;\ find tbe young bulls in pods or schools beyond tbat 817.(1 j we find

them in what we call 4O-barrel bulls, where they gellerally go ill larger numbers than they do as

,they increa.He in able j we find them again in smaller schoo18 of about the size of 50 barrels, and

again aboll t 60 barrels, where we sometimes Bee eigh t or ten together, and 70 barrels fonr or five, and
beyoud t.hat one, two, and thret; except all New Zealand Ground, where the large whales go in larger

bod iet!; many times we raise a large sperm whale alone, or sometimes two within & short distance of

each other, going their regular course from 3 to 6 miles per honr j they will make their course as
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8t,rH.ight as wu can steer a l;hip, and luake ilwil' disf,:Ulees Vt'l''y f('j:illlar during the time they are up

and down; a large ~uale will usua.ll,Y 8tay down when 1I0t di.~tul"l}(:,tl li'om forty to Jifty minutes; haVI\

known them to stay dowll one honr; their time OIl t,he top of the water about fifteen milllltes~spout..

iug dnring that time, say fort,y·five times, 01' turee times to the minute. SelJOols are quite often seell

going off their regular course. 'flie small ",hale does not stay dOWD BO lon~ as tue large one, and

is not quite so regular; Wllt'll feeding they am up and down quitl~ often. The uo;ual way of raising

or di8wvering the whalf' il'l from tho maf'lt heads, wllere men arc sta,tioned all the time ill good
wc<\.thBr during the d\1~'; tlll:', »punt 1>:, generally I;\"e,n nI'l't l ul\l\:'~1' tll\'>y are br\:',lI.ehi.ng or lap-t.ailing,
whicll makes whit.e wat-el' awl i", more l'ftRily sf't'u than the SPOllt, and ean he seen fartLer otf. Illl~ ver}'
clear day with a moderate breeze a "pont can be seen (j miles, and 80nretimes 7 miles, and a brl~acL

12 when a large oue. .A breach is w hell the w hal e corn es out of water; he generally comes out II ewl
foremost two-thirds of his length and falls oy('r OIl his side, which throws up a large amount of

water; the size of the breach is in proportion to the wLa,le, A lap.tail if! when the whale throws
his tail out ofwat(w, and when he lets it down it mmally throws up a grNlt deal of water, and

experienced whalemen ean tell the different kind of whale;; very reatlil,'l' shortly after the:r RtW tln.'w

spout, or by their breach; the Bperm-whale spont i.'l blown ont forwanl and from the forward ('ud

of the head, and is thick ,md hushy, while the finback is st.raigh t up and thill; tlll:', right is forked

forming two spouts at the top; the hnmpbrwk is lower amI thin; the breach of a sperm whale, when
made rt'gnlar, will he like a con(~ and he much higher than other wha.les, which are lower, aud
makes more of :i splash-spreading out; the length of the sperm wllale arc according to their

size; the longest 1 should think wonld not exceed 70 feet~ the head forming about one-tJVrd of the
length, and makillg about one-third of the oil. '.rhere are some exeeptionR a,~ ro this; the la1';:('

whale willnsnally make;:)S per ecnt. he:td, while tIle smaller one will not, make OWl' 30 per cent.,
80 that it makes "orne differen<.:e in a cargo that is obtained of largl~ wlUlIes OJ' I'mall ones. TIle case

of a large Whale, which is the top of t.he head, will J'ield from 1) to 1:3 barrels pure "permaceti. In

former years it was the custom to bang tile samo in tIle ship's tuckleR, find hail t\1t' oil out in hUl\kets;

the practice is still in use now in small vessels, but large oneR, "inee tIle P3t~~llt gear to tlle wind·
lass has been in nse, have usually ho"e the whale head ill on deck, :first sepa-ratillg the junk fwm

the ease, and taking the junk first, then the. case, and bail the oil out while the same lies on deck;
(milch more is saved in this way than in the old proIJ(>-S8 of bailing them along~i(le ;) the otlt~ide,or

white horse, as itis termed, il'l then thrown overboard, the junk is cut np into horst~-pieces,as the.y
are called by whalemen, and put, into casks on deek, or tanks below dl:"('k, if the ship is llrovided
with one preparatory to bailing out the sallie. TIle jaw of a ia,l'ge ;;perm whale is about 18 feet

long, meaning the longe~t ones, and projects out of the hf',IHl about 10 feet, and the prongs or pans
are inside about 8 feet. There are generally about Jort;y-foul' teetL to a jaw, a row being formed on

each side. On the upper jaw thCI'fl are no teeth, the tectll to the lower jaw going into sockets in

the upper when the wouth is closed. Their food is a fish called squid, at times said to be "er.r large;
we often 8ee small ones on the top of the water, and piece.s of the larger ones floating about on the
8Urface from the size of a bucket to the size of a barrel; while in the act of killing them' they some
tiwee throw up pieces of the squid.'~

, .

6. THE DEVELOPMEN'l' OF TIlE XORTH PACIFIC AND AROTIC WIIALB FlSHEnY.

THE NORTH PACIFIC AND PACJFJ(1·.AR()TIO FISHERY.

TIm :BEGINNING OF THE .PIBHERY.-The history of whaling in the Arctie Ocea!l north of

~eringStrait, begins in the year 1848, whon Oapt:ai.n. Roys, of the bark Superior, of Sag Harbor,
N.Y., cruised there and took lUany large whales. The Honolnlu Friend gives the fonowing
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account by Captain Roys of the opeuing lip of thi" profitable whaling region: .1 I entered the
Arctic Ocean about the middle of ,luly, and cmiscd from cOIltinent to continent, going as high as
latitude 70, and saw whales whertwer I went, cutting in my last whale on the 2311 of August, and
roturnijJg, through Bering Strait, on the 28th of the same mouth. On account of powerful currents.
thick fogs, the nea,r vicinity of land and ice, combined with the imperfection of charts and want

of information re!!pccting thiH region, 1 found it both difficult and dangerous to get oil, although

ther(\ were Vlcnty of whales. Hereafter, doubtless, many ships will go there, aud I think there
ought to be some provision made to save the lives of those who go there should they be cast

away."-
The whales taken by Captain Roy" were of the bowbell,d species, which is peculiar to Arctic

regions. Vessels had been taking t,he right whale in the Okhott"k Sea and nei~huoriIlgwaters for
!lome year!': prior to t11e inauguration of the Bt\ring Strait fishery, but it was not nntil about this
time that whalemen began to take notice ot the bowhead or Greenland whale that had been looked
npou as of no more imporlanc('. th:ioll the finbaek or snlpbur-bottom whales. They were greatly

surprised when they discovered with what ease the bowhead coulrl be killed, and the great amount

of oil and bone it yielded. According to Starbuck, tbfl firflt howheads were taken iu the year 1843

on the coast of Kamchatka by ships lIercules, Capta.jn RicketMon, and ,lanus, Captain Turner,
both of New Bedford. Thil:l Ape('ies of whale was first taken in the Okhotsk Sea about 1847, or, as

Captain l~(lYs thinks, in lS4S or lS49.f
CAPTAIN BARNe;S ON A1WTW WHALING IN 1877.-The following acconnt of A.rctic whaling

during' tbe sea::;OTl of 1877 is kindly hlTIli151wd by Capt. William :ill. Barnes, of bark Sea Breeze, of

New Bedford. Tlu~ letter wat-> written to Capt. H. W. Seabury, and published in the New Bedford
Evening Standard of November 21, 1877,

" We came yesterda,y (October 22) through the Aleutian Isillond8 by the 1720 west longitude
pass. Better charts and a greater familiarit.y with these islands t.han we formerly possesAed have

deprived them of mnch of the (head we formerly entertained for them, and I do not think that
any vessel has lately tak{~n the old route ()fl the down passage to the west of t,b(1 islands. In going

north last spring we passed the dlaill at the same place on May 4, and three days later came np
to ioo in latitude 56° 30' north. From th:tt t.ime till the 23d of the same mouth we skirted the ice

to westl'laJ'd, attempting in (lifJin-ent places to penetrate H~ but ever lInding it roo oompact. On

Ma.y24 we were in sight of land, 250 miles west·southwest from Cape Kavarin, and on that day we

entered the ice in compau.? with barks ROman and Mount \Vollaston. In a week we bad worked
through fI. belt of ice of some 40 miles in width, and had ('-orne into a, strip of clear water, inahore
of thc ice, a,nd extending all the way to CUlle Navarin. It was the luck of the Sea Breeze to get
into this water a few hours ahead of the other two vessels, and with a good breeze we 800n were

a long way from them, but before they lost sight of us wbalea llad made their appearance in the
loose ice around their flbips, and each vesl:\el succeeded in taking two large ones.

"On the 6th of June we were off Cape Navarin, and on the 10th off Plover Bay, not having
seen a single whale. On the following day, oli' Cape Chaplin, we saw and chased a whale going

quick north, and on the same day spoke Captain Redfield, of a trading schooner, who reported the

eastern part of the sea quite free from ice, and that he had 8~n quite a number of whales oft' St.

Lawrence Island. So we, going by our experience in these last few years, Iioupposed that the

whales had. already gone to the north, and made the best of our way into the Arctio. It proved,
bowenr, that there Wa.8 still a large body of whalers somewhere in the southern ice that eame up
throngh the straits after nearly all the whales bad passed through. The several trading veBfIels

• Wha.le llwl his Captor/l, p. 105. t See SoammoD's Marina MiLUllllUJ i., p. 60, and Nimrod of the Sea, p. 388.
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report seeing many ',bales, and tuaL quite a numlJer Wt'J'(~ takt'Il by the mltivt's at diffl:'rl:'nt l)laces.

At this time most of the whalers were wulrusing, hut a few that were in Ow liue of whale!; in the
Arctic took one Of more. Tn t,wo or three days tlwy had all gOlle pu!o;t alHi no 1ll0l'e w'hales were

seen till the ships wen' off Point Barrow'.

"From the middle of .Julle till the last of .Ju1r we were engaw'd ill catehing walruses. l'be

paBt seMon wu.s rather a poor oue for this branch of bu."-itwss, aK it WfI" later than ul'Ulll before the
walru..l:'s werc found ill large lJUIlIbel'S. \V.. took 2,000, that ,vi{"h!{'ll ] ,200 harrels of oil. There

docs Hot yet appt·ur allY diminution iu the llllIJlUCr of t lWl'ie allimall'i; otill if llw ,,>hips contiuue to

cateh th(,lli as they have doue for the lust fi!'Y ,Y('a.n, it call1lot he long before tbere will be a great

decrease. This season a schooner was fitted from SUIl Francisco expreSl'l:y for walrus catclJing,
and donbtless th(', fair success she met with will jlrOllJpt the fitting away of others next year, so I

fear the poor walruses are destined to su11er.

"Early ill August we arrived off Point B:urow. \,'1; found a llIenber of wbalers already there,
and some of t,Lem boiling. The ice, when Wt' llas:,;e« up, wa" ;;ollle III wiles otr short', at tlle Sea
TIor;;c IOlland", and from thpro to Poiut lhl ITO W ) 7() miles, there \Val< a strip of dear watt"r 20 mile;;

wide, but wbieh will almost he closed up if the whHl eallW a few hours from thf~ west.Frolll Cape

Smith to Point Barrow tlwTe Wits a body of ice agT(lOllll, ancI Ull tlu; we;,;tem edgf' of the bank tllllt,
extcnd!'> to the Ilortli from th(' Iloint, there W;lo; a wall of ice ~ome 6 mill'S lung l1Il0 (iO feet 01' more

ill height, !'>o high that there were only a few pluee-8 where it was pO~8jble from the" crow's nest"
to look over it. This wall, howevPf, WitS (juite llano'\'\', alld probably was formed when a pack

moving from the west took the g'round on thi.<: hank, in 80me 7 fatboms of wHtpr, the Jlfmil'lUre

behind piling the 8uce('cding jej>, npoll that wllich waR grounded. \Ve fOl1nd the ships anchored

Iwar the end of this wull. To tJlI-', northeast t,neJ~e wm! an ope-mug lJl rJw ke of several miles of

greater or less ext.ellL according to the wiud, while to the eHst'ward of tbt; point the ice Jay in

huge floes lllany miles in ('xtellt, 3m] but little separated. Only near the point was there much

small ice, amI among tbis tbere was much that wan so large as to make navigation among it, unsafe

and difficult. Th.) whales were already comiug from the eaE\t, antl would cross tlll\ open water

Ilear the end of the ground ice aud bury tbemselves in the western pack.

"On Augmst 15 five vel,lsels started to the eastward; and the next day passed out of sight.

One ves/Sel after another woulI1 follow, and by the last of the month th{' whole fleet was to the east

of Point Barrow. To the north was an nnknown amount of ice, bnt it was possible. with care

and with a favoring wiud, to thread one's wa~' along the land among tilt' flnes of iC{,. In this diffi·
cult navi/:,ration tbe Roman and 1tIilt<m came to grief, and retluned to the point. Somo of the
ves8el~ report having gone as far east as Retum Rt'cf'. The Sea Brflt'ze wellt no farther tllan

Smith's Bay. The vessels that. first went east, found whale!:! off Point Tangent, 40 miles from

Point Barrow, but farther east very few whales were seen-fortunately, as it proved-as it is

acknowledged that if whales had been fOHml and the fleet been detained a few days to the east

ward New Bedford would again have had to deplore tbe loss of ller llorthern fh'et,
<I Early in Sep~mberthe ships were all back to Point Barrow. The weather WIUI lJOW quite

cold, and tire ice encroaching fast on onr open space. Un the 6th of September, in <..oompany with

bark Mercury, we steered to the southwest and run 80 miles hetween the ice and laud, and then

to the west of Herald Island. We found much open ice O"('I' the usunl whaling·grouTH1. Septem·

ber 13 we were in the IOIlI"ritude of Herald Island, but 80 miles to the south of it, alld the ice
trending to the southwest, 80 we turned again t-o the east. Here we spoke bark 0leone,· Oaptain

Nye, who WBB al80 working east and reported tbe Rainbow working up towards Hera.ld leland .

• C1_ wr6Ilked the same year in Saint. LA-wr"tte.'" &y, Captain Nye afterwards lost in Jilt. Wo1lallton.
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In "' few days we were back amon~ the eastern &h)p~, amI on the 17th of the month learned that
the Three Brothers hall been aba.ndoned in the ice around Point Barrow, and that the ships that
brought down her crew barely escaped the (lonble danger of being inclosed by the ice and of being

frozen ill. \Ve had IJOW northeu:;;t wind, qnite eold, and SllOW.Y. A f~;w nigbts after the W. A.

Farnsworth wag lost., her crew barely IH1\"illg time to esmtpe a.s they s.tood.
"At this time tlwre wa~ ilIOn; yOUllg ice than I have ever before seen in the Arctic.. On the

20th of September, in latitwle 70° 20', !:lJe whole ocel1n appcared hI he frozen over, the young iCB

b\',ing m~&rlJ an i\\ch thi(~k, Wl tlll.tt tIw tl.uip needed ft fresh breeze to force her way throngh it; and
fl, few (Jays lat('r we fOllllll i(~e nearly:.! indies thick still farther sonth.

"About tbtl 201]1 of Septern her ~e\"eral n'ssels left, some it Ii'> reported leaving the sell to look

for right whales. Others "ent westward.
"The northeast wind fr~'shened t.O It gille, amI on tIl e 2;"ith of SeptB III bel' we had drifted to south

of Cape IJisburne, and in company with tiJe i\'lount \Vol1aston anch(JTt~d nnder the lee of Point
flope. lSext day took our anchors and Hteered sooth to leave the sea, but before we bad reached
East Cape met a 80uth wind and l'lwung off again for Hemll1 Island. OctolJcr 1, sighted Herald

l slanu, also vessels whillin g, and Hoon aftet' whales. 'J'hi" .soutlt wind, with a curren t rnnning north,

hall carried the ice :;;0 far that f'ihipf:l ",'ere now whaling dose to the island in clear water. Learned
soon attt'r that there had heen llIan~y whales Iwre; that tbe Raiuhow had "Work{'d up through 80
miles of ic{, and found tbl1ill lJere about the middle of September, and that, aU the vesRehl here had

been doing well. 'l'heTll wcrc in sigh t here niIJt~ .'mils: if aIlj' IllOre, llot im metlia h,ly lJ.roulld the

islanu, and it, was thought that, all tlw otherJ'l had left the sea. The last whales were· taken here

October 10, by barks Cleone and Helen Mar. 'Ve tOlJk tltree. onl:v, making 3.30 barrels. For many
year,<; I have not se;o,n 80 mallY or snch large whales us about IJere for the first 'week in October.

.. I.eft Herald Islaml October 10. On the 12tlJ anchored in Saint Lawrence Bay. Found here

the Rainbow, 17 whale.'!; Norman, 14 whales; l1uu J\lOUllt \-,,"oUastoIl, 8 whales. Soon after a,rrived

there the Pacilic 11 whalelS, the :NottheI'lI Light nwhales, the Progress 8 whale:;;, t.he Helen Mal' 13
whales, and the Cleonc 11 whales.

" 'Ve sailed from Saint La''i'Ttmce Bay October IH, leaYing five vesl:'dl:! there. Two days later
we killetl mlll lost a. right whale, Ileal' Saint Matthew's INland, by f.lJp Sill Hi!lg of the whale. And

now the season seems clnl'<ed, and not.hing remains hut to maHe the belSt ofour WA.\" to port. • • •
" Loug before you will recf'iw, 1.hil;, in all probauillty .YOU have learuerl aU that, is to be known

cOTJcerlling the vel>lNels ahmldoned last seaSOlJ. Ollly two vessels Rurvivcd the winter. There
Wt're, I belicv~', fiye men, Hawaiian nath'cs. who umde their way (IVer thc ice to the Acors Barns,

the vessel tUllt lay Il\'are:;t the hmd, away to the east of Point Harmw. It chanced that in the

gale that "oon came on, after tbl' fleet was abandoned, that. this \'<'''.<;1'1 was driven through a break

ill thll ground·ice tltat wall,:d the nortlwrn ;ilIon'; and tlwse mell ~UCl:('e(\{Od ill reaching the land

and Point Barrow soon after the departure of th(1 vel;l';c!f; that were sayed. 'fhree of these men
were badly frozen and SPOIl died. 'fhe two otlH~r8were kindly eared 1(01' b,y the natives on the point,

and when 1 l'nw them on hmu'd Hawaiia.n brig 'Villiam H. Allen -were fat and hearty. The bark
(Jlara Bell was abandoned It few mil(;~ south from Cape Smith. Silt' was found lying at her anchor,

Wholly clear from ice, and with no further damage than was done b;y the natives, who took what

ever was of an:y use to them, awl cut and hfWked till they had made a bad looking vessel of her.

The first few vessels helped themselves to wha.tever was left of ndue, and the schoonet Newton
Booth, of San Francisco, took the remaining oil. The Clara Bell Ja.y there at her anchor till about

the 20th o{8eptember, when she broke adrift and came np with the current n.nd went out of sight
in the ice to the northeast. She was last seen off Harn>!on's Bay.
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"J cannot learn that anything certain i8 known concerning the other abandoned i>hip~. There

was a report that some trading velOsel understood from the natives, at Point Hope, that during the

winter a ship made b~'r appearance off the point, among the ice; that they (tIle natives) boarded
her; that they found 1I00lle on her; but on the ice near her the bodies of two men who had

perished while trying to reach the lam!. It seems pnlbable to Inc t,bat in the fitrong llortheafit

gales of the fall the uhamloned fillips were drh'en to tlJC southwest, alld wpre drifting around with

the ice through the Will leI', alJd if not ROOller brokell to 1'ie(;e8, w~~re calTi"d away in the Rpring aDiong

tile ke moving north. Tile Aeon; Hartl<l was buru('d by the lJatives.

"The men that. I'\JleIlt tht' willter among the Jlatin's report most killd treatment. They /Say,

howt.lver, that oeeafiioua.JI.y thcy had t.o :flN', from one iJOust: to another, when the inruattls of the

first were h:wing: a Ihullkcll frolie, as at such tilUc/; t hl'Y could JlOt be 8un' of their byes. A few

;years ago these peupll'. llid 1Wt lmow thL' use of intoxicating liquo),fi. What a COlnllH'llt on Olll'

boasted civilizu'tion and Oll the gelluimmesl; or OUl' Cbrll;tianiJr that tlIi::; little eolouy of people, ill

this most remot.e cornel' of tilt' earth, 1111l"t. I:mtl'er amI h~' iJll1Jrut~d lJt'e:uu;(; of us! it i& a gl'ievow;

slll1me, and one that I bOlw will HIlOlI COUle to all CIll! ,~, ['fIJI'. Sea Bre~'ze arriye(] a,t San Frauci",cu

Xovember 11, having" had a 100lg amI l'(lUglJ pas1>age uowll~a ;;uecN,sitHl of ;;outherly gales~

with 1~450 barrels oil~ 5~O()O pOUlHJS whalebOlJl', 2ml 6,000 pouuo.s i\'ory.]

CAl'l'AIN PEASB ON .ARCTIC WHALl::';G.-Ca1'taiu Peas(', of the ship Champion, of Ellgartowll,
in a letter published jll the New Ber..It'oru Shipping' Lh,t, of November 20,1810, thus describl's
some of the iIlcid(~Ilts of Arctic whaling;

"We made and entered the ice on the 17th day of !\:Ill,;}', about 40 mile,; ,;outh of Cape :KavariIl~

weather thick and snowing; on the ZOtil the weath(~r eleared up, ...bowing about a doze.n ships ill

the ice. Tbe weather'having ever;r appearaIlIJe of :l gRIe, I worked out of tlle ice, amI !:lOOU found

myself surrounded bS fifty ships. Saw but one whale in the ice. On the 23d, weather pleasant,

two or three ships worked a short di8tanC(~ in the h,e j the next da.,y the :fleet commence.d following

and in a few I1Our8 fifty ships were 011 a race to Cape ThaudeuB jit wa,s oak agailJ!';t lee, and like

all heavy moving bodies which come in collisi(ln, 'the weakest 15 trll cture always gives way;' 80

with the ships, they all came out more or le88 damaged in copper ano. sheathing-the Obampion
four days ahead to Cape Thaddeus, ill dear water.

"Unfortunately, for the first time since Whaling, there were no whales. On t.he 13th of June

we lowered for a whale going quick into the ice, Cape Agehen bearing southwest 90 miles, amI

before getting the boats clear tbe ice packed aroulHl Ill->. From that time until the 20th, 80 close

and heavy was the ice packt:',d a·round Ufi, that we found it impvi\sible t{) move the ship. With our
saHs furled, we drifted with the ice about 12 miles per day toward Cape AgcheII, tl](', ship lying

as quiet as in a dock, hut OD the 22d, when dolO!' nuder the cape, fl, gale set, in from the southward,

producing a heavy swell and causing the ship to strike heavily against tlie ice. We saved our

rudder by hooking Ollr blubber·hooks to it and IJC~ving them well taut- with hawsers to Onr

quarters. Had the current not taken an eas-rerly shore course, the sllip must have g-olle OJl shore.

The wind blowing OIl shore, which WUB distant leI'S than half a mile, {) to (j fathoms of water nnder

Ufo, ship rolling and llonnaing heavily against tlw ioe, weath{\r tJO thiek we eonld Ilot see 50 yartll'.,

made it rather an anxious time. For thirty-six hours I was expectiIlg "Ollle sha,rp.poiuted rock

would crash through her Bide". On U1e 24th, ftnding oIll.V 4~ fatlWnlH waleI', little eurrent, with
the larger pieces of ice around, we lilt go an anchor and held her to a large floe of ice. Here we

broke our sampson"post oft' in the deck. On th('l morning of the 25th the weather cleared up.

.showing our position to be at the bead of a small bas a.bout 15 miles ea.st of eape Agcbeu. Hero

tbr two days we'lay beoalmed a.nd ice·b<lnnd. On the 8eOOnd d&y the iee loosened, when we took

...
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onr anchor and by eighteen hours' hard work succetlded in kedging about 4 miles seaward; a

breeze then springing up from olI shore, we spread sallam1 passed into cl{!aJ' water. We spent a
short time in t.he ,'itraits, but Sl1W nothing of the bov;head .kiwJ. Pas,md into the Arctic July-,
and fOlHiIll wost of t.he ftef'.t catching walrus: abont a dozen ships (this OIle among tho nnmber)
went craising along the northern iefl for howheads. After prol'peeting from Icy Cape to near

Herald Island, :t1HI seeing not a 'whale, I returned to the walrus fleet. '{'he fir;::t ship I saw was

the Vineyard, with one hundred and sevellt.v-fin~wall'll"; since thcn I ltayc not seen or heard
from bel'. Tl.Jis walrllsing" if; quite a IIf w buslIlel>s, and I>hipA whichll:ul engaged in it thf' previous
season awl ern:!", up prepared were ver.y sllccessful. \Vhile at it. we drove business as lHtrd flS the
hest of theDJ, hut soon became eonyinced that the ship's company (taken collectively) were much

inft>rior to many othl;'rs; they could Hot t'mlurr the cold and exposure expected of them. I have

~een hoats' crews that wcrt' properly rigged, ldll and strip a boat-load of walrus in the same length
of time another (Hot ri~ged) would be in killing one and balding him on the ice. We tooK some

four hundrpd, lllakiJlg" about 230 bru'l"t'k Aboni, Allgllilt [) all the ilhips weTlt in pursuit of bow·

hea(ls (most of them to Point Barrow). \YIJCn off the Sea Rorfle Islands we sa,v.' a few whales

'"orking to tht' \H!stward, just enoug"h to detain In,; Wt, took two making 2{lO barrels; the weather

cold, and a. ~ale all t1.lc time. In Septmnber I wOl'ked np about 70 milf'~ from Point Barrow; saw

'luite a f;I.JOW of I>nJall whales in the sea; took four which made about 100 harrds. As that waR a
fair samph', aud 110t Iwving" t,lIe right boys to whale in that iCt', where the thl1rmometer stood only

8 above 9kl'O, 1 went hack to the westward. ShipE! that had from fort.r to t1fty men (clad in skins)

and ofticn'! aeenstomed to tl.Jat particular kind of whaling, did well. In going back the fourth

mate strnek it whale which made ahout 70 barn-I". From tbe 28th of September to the 4th of
Octohn we saw a good ehanee to gN, oil, hall the weather heen good, and a well, hardy crew.
\'Ve could lIot eut aud whale at the same time. 'Ve took four whales which would have made 500
barrell> had Wtl InHI good w(~ather to hoil tllf'lll. On the 4th of October we put away for the strait'l,

in cOlllpany with the Seneca, Jobn Ilowland, and John ""'ells-a gale from the northeast, and
snowing. On the eVeni!l~ of the 7th it blew almost a hurricane; ho\'e the ship to south of Point
nope, witlJ wain-topsail furled; lost starboard bow boat, with davits-sllip covered with ice aud

oil. Ou the 10th ell tt'H'd the strait>; ina heavy g<l.!e; w hell a.lJout 8 m ileR /:lOUth of the Diomedes!
had to ht>aw' to Ulult\f bare pules, blowillg fnrioulOly, and the heaviest sea I ever saw; ship making

had weather ofit; Wfl had about 125 halTelA of oil on deck, and all our fre~h water; our blubber

hetween decks in horse pieces, and going from the forecWltle to the mainmast every time she

piteheu) and impossible tostoJ! it; ship covered with ice and oil; could only muster four men in
a watch; decks f100dcd with water all the timo; no fire to cook with or to w-g,rm by. made it the
most anxious and mit<erable time I ever experienced in all my sea service. During the night

RhiPIICrl a ht~avy l5ea, which took off bow and waist boa.tSl, davits, sliue-bol1rds, arid evel1·thing
attacked, I5taving abOldl 20 barrels of oil. At daSlight on the second dll,y we found ourselves in 17

fathoms of water, [liHI ahout 6 mBeR from the centpr cape of Saint Lawrence IBlauu. Fortunately

the galt\ moderated lJ, little, so that W("~ got two cloRl:Heefed t,opsails and reefed courses on bel',

a,lld by sundown were clear of the west elld of the island. Had it not moderated as soon as it did,

we should, by 10 a. ill., have been shaking bands wit.h our departed friends."

Another difflcnJ(y of North Pacific navigation is ill!:',ntioned in a letter from Capt. William H.
Kelley, of the bark .James Allen, of New: Bedford, to the Hawaiian Gazette, in 1874.· He sayll:

"One ofthe perple:rities oftbe navigator crnising in tl.Je Arctic Ocean is the singnlarefl'ectnortherly

and Iloutharly winds seem to have upon the marhler's compass. Captains have noticed this singu-

* See New nedford "Shipping Liat," January 5, 1870.
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brit;\' for years, and n'j wlnt,ion of the matter, af! far as I haH' learned; has yet. been arrived at.

:Navigators have noticed that with a north or northeast wind they can tack in eight })ointfi~ while
with the witHl south or south west in fWill f01ll'tet'1l to sixteen points. All navigators know that for

it squaro-rigged vessd to lie within four points of tlUl wind is a.n utter impossibility, the average
with square-rigged vesse},; being six points. This peculiar actiOll of the compass renders the navi

gation of the Arctic uiftl(~ult anu at tiIlH::-i cJangcrous, especially in thick, foggy weather, Xaviga.
tor.~ ill these regions InH-e proved to their satisfaction that ou the American coast, north and east

of Point Banow, to st.(>er a land course II,)' the eompal;s aut! allow tIle variations giv(~u by the
dllHt, 44° 15' east, with t,he willi] at north Ill' llortlJefH,t, 1could -run the I>hi}J 1t.~}Wl-'!, ,,-/co'ing eUher

ea,i;t U'I" uest. • '" '" Experience; therefore, has obligt'd navigators to i g'l1ore the 'aria.t.ioIl,~

lllarked upon the charts, and la.y the ship's course by tbe l;Olllp<J,s811Ione to l1lakt~ a land-course safe ill

thick weather. '" '" '" With an east or west ,,,iud tlw d'ft\ct on the coulJlaHs is not :so great aOl
with other winds. I have said this lUuch to show the working of the eompasH ill thp Arctic Oceall

tlurillg different winds, not that, 1 admit that thl' wiud has any eflect wi..tatcVt~r upon tilt" campas'"
I give the f:wt;,; as they came under my ob>ot·r\'ation; and corroborative tf$timony will be borne by

au.y shipmaster who has cruised in the Arctic OCeal1."

THE DANGERS OF TilE FISHERY,-Whaling" ill the Arctic Ocean is attended with uncertainty

iu e"ery lla,rticuIar, both in !'egard to t.lw eondHioll and movement of the ice: and t,he movement of
the whall's. Th"" earl",· departure of tbtl animals to inacce<lsible regioIl8 among the ie"" aud th~

au.xious weeks spent in awaiting their retllrn, make this ground oue of tilt:; most excit,iug regions
tba t whalemen can find, and the surronndings are of mor.c than usual interest. l\lIleh has becll

written in the accounts of Arctic expeditions descriptive of the ier regions, and much i!l said of the
dangers attending navigation in those seas. :Nothing can t'xeeed t,be daring and pluck of tbe
wllalemen ill their endea\'ors to search out ami capture their prey. li'orgtltIill of surrounding

dangers; they pursue tLe spouting animal far np among the ice.ilot'fl, and mall.)" a yessel hlts been

erusbpd to pieces by the ice a" she was tracking out a whale. Anxious to ..eeurr full fal't'g~ tIlt',)

remain amid the freezing waters until earl,} winter stares tlltlm ill the fa<le, when they plow their
way homeward. Several disasters have overtaken the fieet ill their zeal to ea tell the w ha Ie, a>; in

1871; when thirty-two noble craft were left at auchor in sight of certain dest.I'Udiun, the cmw~,

after arduous labor, saviug themselves in boats.

The story of the disaster of 1871; as also that of 1876; is told as follows ll,\' Starbuck:
"In the fall <)f 1871 came npws of a terrible disaster to the Arctic fleet, rivaling in itf, ('stent

the "Ileprodations of the rebel <,miser. Off Point 'Belcller thirty.four ves:·wls lay eruslJell and

mangled in the ice; iu Honolulu were over twelve hundred seamell who h,Y this cata;,trophe were
shipw~ecked,

l< Early in May the fleet arrived !:lonth of Cape Thaddpus, whpre they fOUllU tlie ice dose);\

paeked, and the wind blowiug Rtrong from the northeast.", This state of aiIairs coutinued dminl!

the most of the month, June cume in with light and variable. winds alitl fogg~- weather; lmt tb ~~

ice opening somewhat, the shipI'! pushed through in sight of Cape Xavariu, where they took five

or six whales, and for a. sbort time beard man;y more spouting among the ice, About the middle

of June the ice opened still wore, and the fleet passell Oll through Anadir Sea, taking a few- whales

as they weut, By the 30th of June the vessels bad pll.'lSed through Bering Strait, preceded

by the Whales, Waiting the further l>reaking up of the ke, the,Y coromt'J1ced catching walruses,
but with comp&r&tively poor success. During the latter part of Jul,Y, the ice disappearing from
the eaat shore south of Cape Lisburne, the fleet pup-hed {In to the eastward, follow-ing the ice, the

.. Ha.rper'll Weekly, Dooember2, 1871;
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principal portion of which was in latitllde 6!Jo HY. A clear strip of water appearing on the east

shore, leadiIlg alollg" t.he land to the nortl.wllst1 tlier worked along through it to within a ftlw miles
of Jc.r Capt', llel'e SDl:lW of the YN1~Js ~Ilwhorl'u, unable to proceed fartheT on account of the ice
l,ying' Oil BlllS801U SiJ.oalc;,

i, Allout the 6th (If Au;:: w,t the j(;(\ on tlJ(~ .shoal;;; started, and several ships got under wa.y.
In a few days most of the, tleet wac; Ilorth of tbe Hhoals, and, aided by favorable weather, they

worked to the llortllNLRt a~ far as 'iVaiuwrig-ht Inlet, eight ye8Rels reaching there on the 7tb,
Here the gIli Jls either ;mellOrpu or made fast to the iet', which was ver;y heav:v and den"cly paClketl.

and whaling wa<i wl'ded Oll hriskly for se'~l';tl tlay_"', and every encouragement was given for ,1

favorabk (~atch. 0/1 t.h(·. 11th of .1.11,l:(ust it sudden <;halJg('I of wind set the ice ilishore, catching a

largtl Humber of hoats "hich w('re cruisi!lg' for whale;; ill the open ice, llnd forcing the ships to get

\llJdt~r way to aYoid bdng crushed. 'nw '1:('f.;8eb worlH'd inshore uuder the letJ of the ground ice.,
and ~uccCl'ded,despite rhe diilienlt let'; of tlJt~ l-;it.n<:ttioll, ill saving their boats by haUling them for
liHlg dista}J<:cs over Ow iet', sowe 'Of tlll'm, ]W Wi>Y('T, heing t;,adJ,Y stlwerl_ On the 13th the ice.

grounded, leaving It narrow strill. of water along the luud up to Point Reicher. In t,his open
wat(,r las trw tiet't alHJhur(~d 01' last to the ii;(', Imitillg for tlL(~ expected nor(/least wind tbat W341

to relieve tilem of their icy barrier, whliling constantly being l~alTied on by the boats, though

necessarils undeT DI!UJ,y a<lv(·rsitie-s.
"On the 1nth of' August the willll came around to the westward, driving the ice still closer

to the shore and compelling the vessels to work clOf;e ill to the laud. Tile drift of the ice inland

,vas so mphl that some of' the ,-e:,;sels were clHupelled to i;lip their cable", there beh,g no time to

weigL l1w:.'lwr. By this event. the i!('ct. Wll" (lriven into a narrow strip of water not over a half
a mile ill width at its widest part. Here, scattered along the coast fO!' 20 miles, they lay, the wa~r
ll'Qm 14 to 24 feet d('Cp, llnd i(;e a.s f<~r as the lookouts at the mastheads could soo. Whaling was

still carried Oil with tlleb()ats otT Sea·Horse hlland anll Point :Frauklin, altbough the men were

obliged to cnt up the whales 011 the ice and tow the blubber to the !Shipl!.

" On tlw ~5th 11 strong Dortbea,st gale I:;et in and drove the ice to a distanoo of from 4, to 8

miles off shore, amI renewed attention WlUI givt'll to the pursuit of the whale. U!) t-o this time no
immediate d~ul~er had been anticipated hy t,be Cl\ptUinl:l beyond that incidflntal to their usual

sojourn in these seas, 'L'he ]~~kitIlOj neverthele~;;, with the utmost friendliness, advised them to

get away with all possihle :';Jlt:-cd, as t,be sea wou1l1 not again open) but this was contrary to the

Arctic experience, of the whalt·men, and the)' resolved to hold their pOl:lition.
"OJ} tb e :Jflth hllgan th e ".:e.rie~'l of CDDflictiJlg eircnrn8tau(';(!S resulting hJ ttl). destruction of the

fleet. A l:lol1tllwest WlIld sprang up, light, ill the morning, but fl'e8helling so tDward evenin/i that
the i<:e rdl.lTlleil m..,hote with 8lwh rapidi/;y as to catch "OIDe of tlHl ships ill thd pack. The rest of

the fleet l'Ctreated ahead of the icc, aud allchored in from 3 to 4 fathoms of water, the ice still

coming' ill ami sUlali ice lmeking RTOllUd tliem. TIl(} Ilea",)' tlOt-l·ice grounded in I:lboaJ water and
between it anll the sbore Jay the slJi1l8, with "eJ1l'cel,y l'Oom to swing at their anchors.

I( On the 2d of S<-,ptmnbel' tJ Ie hri g Comet was C!l.ug"h thy tlJ e heavy ice and completely crushed,

her crew harely making tlJeir <Jscapl' to tlw other vessel". She was pinched until her timbers all

snapped and tbe i1tern wa." forced out, awl hung suspended 101' three or four days, being in the

mean time thQmughJ,r wreckou b,r tue oWer vessels; tben the i{;e reJaxed its iron grip wd she

"unk. Still our hartly whalem(lll hoped that the looked·for llortheabterly gale would come, a.nd

felt greater tlneaainess on account of the loss of time than OOcaulSc of their present periL Their

es.perien~could Dot point to the time when the favodng gale had failed to aasnre their eg~

Nothing btlt ice was "isibl~ oft' Ilhor~, however, the only clcl\r waote-r b0in~ where they lay, a.nd
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that narrowed to a rltrip from 200 ,vards to half a mile in width, and extending from Poillt H~lcher

t~l 2 or 3 miletl south of \\tainwrigltt, Inlet.. The l5ourlJ(~a"t aud 8outhwt'st, wiuds still CCH'tIlJUP(I,

light from the former and frcl'h from the latter dirf>etloll, amI llV";11'y day the iee paek~d mol'(' aUlI

more closely around the doomed yessels.
,. On the 7th of September the bark Roman, willIe errttiug-in a whale, was caught iJetwecll

two immense floes of ice off Sea Horse I"lalHls, whence she Liul ltf'IIlh~J::i"ly driftl.'d, and crushed 10

atoDls, the officers and crew escaping OVf'1' OW i;~e, s:n-illg s<:<ucel~' all~·tlliug hut 1hf,i1' Jjy('s.

~, The next day beheld the bark A wHloihonklS IIwet. 11 l:iimilar tate, awl a tLirt} fugiti n\ eTI'\\'

was distrihuted among the remailJiIJg ...hips.Thepl.rilwasIHlwappar{.-nttoall;thl.llpa!:.1o!J wa..;

rapidly approachiIJg the cud; the ke ~IIOW~1l ilO ~igm; of "tarring, but Oil tbe COIJ tmry the little

dear wllter that remained was rapidl.)' tilliug ,,"itb ice alJd cl08illg arouIJd them. :FrcqUt~ll1.awl

serious were the consultatiolls held by the eaptaiils of tile beleaguered ypssels. Vne thing at
least was (lvid('nt without di,wnssioll; if the vessel" could not, he extricated, the erewlj run,,;! b('
got away before ,,,inter set ill, or the scanty stock of pTovillions they had eould only postpone an

iuevitable Btar\'lltion. As a I'recautiOllal'~-- mea.:;'!lre, lwudiug' a til'cisioH 011 t,he best course to
!;lOOVt, lllt'll were 8et to work to build up the boat8, that, is, to raise the gUllWhl{'-8 so as to ellabh~

them the betti',l' to SUl'lllOUlJt the waves. Sho~~oiI< were al60 put on 'thellJ) tIl preVt~nt, as far as po~·

sible, injury from tbe ice. Tbe brig Kohol,t was ligtltened in order to gl't hm' 0"1:1' the bur at
WailJwrigLt Inlet, upon wLi(~h tlwn~ wcre olJl~' 5 or (i fect of water. Her oil and i'toref; w;.~re

tra,llsfcrred to the d(~ck of the Cba.rlott{'-, of Sail Frandseo, but wht>n disebarged it was found that
she still drer; !J feet of water, and the uttl~m'pt to gt>t her over the J:ihoal water was auandoned.t

Au expedition of three boats, under tIle eOllJllland of Capt. D. U. Frazer, was now sent down the

coast to 8tlOOrtain how far the ice extended; wLat ChaIl(~e, tlWTt' wert' of /!etting thnmgh the

barrier; what vessds. if all~', were outsidl', and what relief eould be relit,li upou. Captaill

j"razer rdurned on the 12th, and JeWKted that it was utterly impracticabl", to get allY of the

main bod~' of the fleet out; tLat the Aretic atHI anoth{'-r "'e"sel were ill clear water below the

field, which extended to the south of Blossom Shoals, 80 Illiles froIU the iwpriSOlied l;raft8; and

that fixe more vesselll, then fast ill the lower edge of the iL,'(', wertl likely to get. out soon. He also
rep<Jrted, what every man then prubably took for granted, That these free veswh:\ would lay by to
aid their uistressed comrade!;. It is It part of the whaleman's cree;l to stand by his llJate~. On

hearing this ~ported, it wall decided to aLando!l the fleet, aIld make the best of'theil' way, whill"

they could, to the rel>cuing vessell>. It was merel;y Ii quel:itiolJ whether the>' should leave their

fillips and sa\o'e their liH~S, or stand by their suips and perish with them. .
"The morning of the 14th of September {!ame~ and a sad tIay it was to the crews of tLe ice~

bound crafts. At noon the signals, flags at the rnast-hl'IUh;, union down, were set, which told

them the time had eOID(l when theJ" must sever themselves from their vesse18.t All a stricken t'amil~'

~A BIf:eathing-in thi9 ClIo$f\ copper-lleing tl':".',(l,

t The eame eXJIeriment, with the game :re~nlt, "'1<1< tried by Captain RfJdfi..Jd, of the brig Vi~tori.._
t The following protest WlUl written on t.he 12t1l of S<'PklllbllJ', and s;goAd by all t.he captllin~ Oil t1l" foUowing day

l><lfore abllindoning thl1Ir v_Is,

"POL'lT BXLCIIJm. AroUi> Oetan, ikl'l<~jlher I:!, 1871,

"Know aU men by thellf! l're8flnt.~, tha.t we, th", 1I1ld~r~ilol'lled, masterf:l of whal" ..~hips /)0"" lyilll; at Point Helch"r,
after holding a meeting ooneooming our dreadful ~ituatiou, have all "orne to -tbe oOIl"lugion that our IIbi pa "annot b<l
got ont thill-year, and there boing no harl:tor that we can g..t onr v..toeels into, 9:nd liot baving provision" enough to
f<-"td our oreW9 to excetld three months, and be-ing in &.ha,n"l.1 connt.ty, where there is neither food \lor fuel to be
obtained, we ffl\ll OUl'IielVel under the painful n_ity of abandoning oll1' VeHl!618, and tr~'illg tn work our way south
Withourbo1ml, and. if poMihl", gtlt on board of Bhips that art! south of th" ice. We think it ",-..mitl not be prudent to
l!lav6 al:linglo 110111 to look flft.,ronr v_1J:I, llo8 the tim weswrl~"llale wi!! crowd t1l8 icc ftlillorc, a1!d citb& oruJ>h th..

a.o. v, -VOL, U-l?
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feel,; when tIl\' dt'I'(lllriug rlilTIw, d(~"tJ'oy tIl'.' 11011:'.' ,,/iidl wa" tlH~·iJ· ,;helter, and "ritL it the little

"ilU\Tcllirl' ~uld p:wv];,'" llW:Il')l'lC. i., ',\ il ieh 11;1d i""']j ",n <':! 1','t'1l11y ,:olkd (',l :md Oii) t'arlJestly treaslll"l'd,

,,0 fepls til" llLlrimT ,\'tll'lI e" 'Ill J){'~:"d w ~ ',';)1' iJ il!;~"! j' I "WI! I lIl' sllill. wLkl. St'i'[ll::\ tu hi mat Ollel' parent,

I']'j"lld, and ,,!l\'lI.Pl, hl tIH.e<,\: \·("'~".'.b i~,y IL,· l">'l:.lr n( illl llit; loj': ;in,) ,hWgt'I' l'lJefHmlt'I'l'.(1 h:r them

"iw,,(' k:nili/-: houl". Th,'i:' <:1\(,.-,1.' t',J1'''~:lII·d TjUl.,,,, lit lh'I",k('II~ n't,(,j \,ptl fro!ll \11' !'et<cn'ell Jrll' fril'lltls

illolh,lJnl,. of mil('" ;lI\"<I,L HII<1 lLl'l;:ju~: (>Hnd lw nllH'1l \YilL rJli'm O;:(\'<' h,ltaill pl'e,;crilwd Ullil

ilull"l'i'lh;Ll,h' 'lnie],.", "fitll !I""'\·.\'[wi1rb t1'l.\ (·I:1i.,r\,(l ,Leir boat:,; ,nul pullt'lt away, n Itlonnlflll,

,'llJlo"t ;;I.W..")"( ":ll, ll.utilla, T.(.w:nd \,....Ilt'l"<' 1,1 "". Y'"".~",]" lay i hut wer" to Jll'nYe theit' ,t;alvlltiou. Tender

\\olIIU.. l, "uti ehildn'lJ we'n', tl ...n·, wilt',1;.\ rlwir [fl';','ii'IH'(,", ,'-;f,n,:.:ht to l",~ije\'(: the teJililll of a lUll)!

\oya~\' to t.htjl' ];UShiUldO' "~l([ f'ltlwr'''' ana (jH' (:clJd llorth wind hIe\\' pitill'J:'>ly OV,;l' tL(\ fnJL;e·11 "t'a,
dJjJJiJJg ru till' JmJJ"J'(}W 11)(. JJJJr'OJ·jl1lJ.'ltl' fu""i! in'.":"

-, Til(, tiTd, lJig-ht, OUI til(: waJJ{lt~l"t'r" h1ntmpeu OlJ the lklLch hdliul.t th,; N,uHl·ltiUOl. 1l. "t'<Hlly

,.;uJlply of tirp, WO(ld 11l<'~ bad will. r];,'lll ",,,1 ~IH',lJ ;[ri ft, w(l(lil :h~ rhl',\' euuhl eolleet ~nili('ed to Ill;! I.e

a Ii n" to prOrf'(:l tJWH' ~tH! It'\dl';[ rn Ifll rill' ell im[j~: fr",;r. Tlw "a [lor:,; dnq..';:OH! boa,co; ov,~r trw 11i/b,

aud by turnjll~ thuw lJOTl"Jl: \1;\\",,["(1 "ud ",l\'t'riH" tlwlIl witll ,,;tib, n;lI!t' (,nil;: eUll:f()rtablt~ habi

l.l1tiOI''; fur tlw WOlllf'U :Ind dliklp'll. Th;' rest wW\('· lht']'I."e]n.'" ':OJliforL,lo\t· ,I"; lW,;T tIle.\' (;ould.
;, On th(~. :-;peoud <\;1:,' ('In.,'' l":ty" C:'l',t:lin i'H'b!;'," t.11\'. I'o[l,t" rea<,\jE-'d f;los"ut!l 8tl/Jall:') and thm'e

spit'd till' ft't'U!!C-\'t'li;'l·J"lyllJ,!.: .J Dilln i>1:ll'ruIL "ilOilO, mid hetti'I,1 ,[ \U1lglie of i(:o timj, ,;trttlelwd

Ii],;\-; a gTt~;j;l P(~Il1U:-;llIH 10 llIllu; f,n,J,<l (["\\"11 tlIt ':(;,\';1, :mol ill'"uJI(I till' 1'011\t, of whi('!J the w,~al'.Y

crowl! wenJ nbliJ.:'f~d Tn },([1;1"'ll')\, ;lW,1 <,uuld ;.'l'i ::hU:Hd. TJE' wcat!'i"! lH.'J'(' Ira" v(,ry bad. Iht'

wind blolYiu~ f("('"h ff'(Jlll \iw'''!l 111\\ 1;;1, (~<lH"i Ill! a .~i';1 t hill, t1.1l'(,all·.ned tile littk ,Ira!t with :U1uilJi

laTimL Still tilt' hazar,l,)ll"; JUill'tll'J I!'H] 1", lw J"'I'I(lI'llIhJ, ,llJll Ihl,n, W:I,;; il\; I illl(: to 1w lo,,,t ill setting

al'''llt it. " .. .. A!! ,;nbl"i!td! ;P H"M lW\' ,iaJl~:('r wi iJ, !Joer.w i u;c dii',Tfu]IH'';<;' ..uti the Jittl(:

hoats ;;tal"tl'd oe their alllJ()st \;"l)l':"""'" yoya g'", ",""n jll!' \\'Olllel, :-md d, jlllrl'll ~liI011wrilig their

,IPl'r,'!Jul:-;itJlJd a .... hi';; I tlH','- (~,;uhl. OJ,' Ib" Y(),\'~j;:;c illon/.;" tIll' 1\I",i(1I- \If 1](' ie,\' lloiut. oj" tlie p\\uimmla

1'\'crytlJ iog \\ent nwdcl'ald.\' \\(';~; Illlt ilL 1")lllidiJlg it tlwy ,'lH"mlll!','rl-"l] tilt' full JrlI'(:l' of a t.l'Pllwn·

dOllS ~,oulh\\',~t<r gak <lu,l ii ';L'a, Ihat w,wld 1"'\f.' 1.,,\,](, th~' o;tuutest ship \l'UlJJbll" hi this fearful

f!\(j:J, tIlt, wha.l,· hnal:< W\'l\' t. h""(] ,,1,(,UT likt, 1;j;'l'I',", 1'" Lork. T!H\~' ;;ujpped fjll:tlltit.ie~of \I'~J,tpr hom

.w~~r:y waH' wllidl ,,,1 n\d. I. h,:.nl, n''1H i ri u;::: t lw Inli>< ,,,I diligt'llee 'lf :dJ Lalll}:,< at bailing to kfWP

tLwm atloat.. En~r'yl'ilIJ,i';'~ tIol. hi]'il \\',!i; t!HlIOIlp-ld Y ,,:, t,\ll'a1l',1 wi j b !Jll< fr<'('zilJ!l" briDe, white all

the. h:rf'lul and tlour in lih: I".,tr" W:<;' ('Otll)'\"1dy "llui]~~d. 'fiw Kll"'JJJ,:'l1J of Ole );'ule wa,; !-JUull that

tLit' Hhip Al'<:.tie, afteJ' g,,[tilJg: fwr l'0l'(ioll of lL~' l"'1U;,le,'~ OIJ lio;uil, l"lrt,·d her ehain·eahln antllo,;t
11101.' POI'[ :We!I"J', hUI, lJrough1. up again ,YitL her ,'ul'bo,lrd andlOl', widell held until the little f1Wit

wa~ Tt'wJ,\' W "ail.

., By four (l't'-locli. \1J the Hltt'.l;onu ,,1' 11H' "l,cO/ul (la.\' all wen~ di"tri])nteu among th,\ Beven

HiHsels that formed tIl!' n,mmtIJt of tIle tJ.."1 that ";'likd f,ll' rl,... -,,-\]"(~,it:. Ocean till) previom; l'pring.

N{lt. a JI,T"GB wa,; It,,,r tq tHht to Hw grit" altvady idt nr l,) ilw.relSt' th~~ ghm)11 of tlwil' "ituatioll.

t:l,ldpt!o HI" dliVl~ llH~ln hig:h HpHB dh~ l)'-'.~""-L.l;. Tllrl~l~ l!:' iLl· tL~t~~ ll~l\'l~ alT~hlly hc,~l: u"n ...;hetl~ aud t,\''i,"O a..ToE"' JHn\' Jying- }~uve

ont._ "Y.-Lid.~ l~avf". b'.~nil (l]'ll.... ht,~l II). 1 JH.' ll".~. uwl n.re k~:I.kiE~~.; k~rl1y. '\"1.' lL:~ '~-t' l"lo\.... tivl;J ......\'n~l:-k(:d ertJ\~·!:'l di:;!.trihutt~d l.1tl1ong

1M. \V to J~".r~·n h~J't'j} .f(.1pJH l.i~,k'!o.""ln~.:' I,n UlInunJ' JJ~~h,!-·t>PH t;u" !)":n), or 1~-~~ ':l.'~~i ~ i~H ;,L.c~,'tl"~l .Hlll 'we ;~r(' J,~'il1~ lU thn:l',20 1:1th1t!.n~

~~f w~l-1~r, iShuuld v\~: tw eU:-ol t!'[j nLl_~ h{+~.~ct~ it ,'.-ouJd lit" a.t. !l'Q!i!'i! t .. l\-\"~Lll 'llflul.]l;':' b~:rurt' Wt~ ...~"lild. look. ~'ur It.:iot.Ilt:l.tant-e, antI

in all l)r\tLabiljty HI Ut.· fll,a or tL:tl WIll-ltd d j ~-, 0 ( !:::it~i.:.n·ati-vl.! u-E" :-"i: U r '0' ,\ iw ('H\~ t (JP 0II'L.~ tJ iug" uf ~Friug.

~, Thcrt..for-e, ".~ hl~.. \-"~~ ...rtivl.,d a~ (1l!~t;-3 eon!;·!u ..... lUUi:"': Ai'tl.·.\" t.llt: l'clLitl~ of t~nr t.:::l.':pt~ditiOll under connuahd of CQ,pt•
.D. K Prazer, of th" Fluridll, 11" ),''\\'1'''1' willJ wli,,[,'-),,,:,I., "'"rk,,d J" 11,,· eo.ll hward n~ fl.w ..... BJo.~o1Jl 81"m10, an']
JiHJ.lf(: nl.it~, tJH~ j(."~ JJn".f!I;&-e.-d .affltUn-· U((~ (;:(it"i,e diHr....l.Uefl (nHlE oH_r pn;"".]r.LOH rn rl~tl f.lh·oal!o" tt:"aviug iU8l,,.\.Tt'l'HI phlf~t·~ u1.d~-:

~nnlcj<llll. WlOV'f fOJ" our l"'",T... to l'''"''' thruugh, ;Iud Ih;; 1i~l>1" at ",!Ly 'Iltnnem' to h" fruZCH "v<jl'dunng illt, t<vNH.Y-[OIlI"
h{lnfl:'~ ......;l..u{·h ,"'-o111fl ent oIl" -t'nr r0irl.'i:l:.f ~ I"'Vt':ll l,y th(; 1.1I,;..d.iS~ it.,"'1 C'.j,.PL.~.L.~tj rl'<~~;l' .ll"-1.tl tH v.rork 1Ihrou~h;:\.- ~~oD~~idc.tC:.llld.o

qu".nt.it.s 01' :;01111,0; ie" ,111l';ll!!, IIi" '~XI'tl.Jit;"H, ",hid, ~"lt up hi" l",alb 1""jJy,"
(Si~no:.::.'i It:- t.h(( Ina~t(-:"/b, ,?
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'ro the Europa wcr,', a8sigfJed ~SO; to the Arctic, ::f,O; t(, tlk' Pr,,;:p'el:li;, :.!~] ; \0 tllt La;!lJdH, t05;

to the Daniel \Veb:;;tcr, 113; to the ~ljda~, 100; <,wI To ,:JI(: C!J,UH:C, 60; ill all l,:!lll i;oul:; ill ;ujdi

tioll to their n,gular erewlS, OlJ till' :24th (,f (Jew!;,,!, illt; largl'j' I'()l'tion ,)f tbeso Vl'i;"ei" l't'<lclwd

Hollolu!u, and tile remaining: Ollt'~ of the :;;1·\'t~lJ '~J'r'l'dii-, fu]inw"d.

" Oll t1le- l'pe(~ipt of fit", JIl'WS of th.i" lli"a"ll']', IOUft' [':1l'tir'lllar!y il\ X(~W Ikdf('rd, I!reat oxcite

went wa" oeea"iolled. 'I'll" \-alne of till' wl'ech:(,\l ",-,ss('1" s,ii lill;:: ll'c,m t bat port alOlw eX('('et!,'(L

with tlll,ir (:argoe", $J,OOO,Ooo, Hut rllt, O"l\'!l"),i' P:' WU;:!illg-VI''':Se), V"PJ't' JIl.t the well to yil·l<1

~11)ljl11,1'y to a lIingh' rni/:iforrurw, 110\\,(,\,('1' OY"l'l'()\\"Crillg it mil!ht :;"('111, ami til(' t'Hi;Uiug' year tWNIT~'

~t.:\"(oll slJilJ~ were hu~'y in the Ardie, alld inl>.;;'::; nv,,!lf~-'Ilille \'i,~itr'd t Jwt pn,,,al'imu- ,,;ea.

'"TIm uamm,; of the b(]ll~:,gum'ed til".: W,'I''': (row :\",'W L;pdfIJl'd, h~rJ'f; AwaHLonk", valUlJ

$;iS,O()(j; Conconlia. $7;">,00(;; COlih'd, ~,jIjJIOO; E:i~alwth, :f;GO.lIlhi; Emily Morgan, $tiO,IJ/)O;

Etlgeuia" $,10,000; Fal1u.I', $5-S,OOO; C;';;.I f1":lii, *".H!,UO(): (;-('(H'g•. •• .$:*0,000; Ilcllry Taoor, •.:;;:,000 j

,-iohnWelIt;, $4-Il,()()(); :\la";,,;,.elm«eH,,, lfi!;,llOO; :\lilH:J'I"<!" ;i',',U,{H:lJ; :::'\;IY)', $..Jo6,OlW; Oliver Crocker,

~h,()HO; Seneca, $70~(JOO; iVHliaDt l~fl!"lL :i!l:;,HO{ I: "']I![h (;(.org'· II oW!;iI\rl, :JI4.:.l,OO(j; Reillo"er,

$-il\ono i Homan, $litl,OOO; 'l'h()]!w'" Die);;;t""Hl, ~.'jIJ,UO:). h'om ~ e\,,- LOlHlull, hark .J. D. Thollljlt;OIl,

va Ill\' $45,000; ami ship .:\loutieel1o. ~lj,tlO('- FI'Ulli ~;H.L Vral\1::i,~(:,1, bark,~ C~lrlotta, ....alu" $.'i2,000 ;

Fbrida, $51,Onu; ,wd Vidor-ia, $:)O,O(l{), }'Wlll Ed~al't.lIWIl, ",!Ji]'''; CiWIll\lioll, V;l]UP $.,l.O,Otl(l; and

J,br,Y, $;,7,000. A-Ull from UOIJOllllli, S;llulwi~:iL L~l;!llll_~, bark>, Pair;! l()hoh~i :i;:!O.llOO; COI1wt,

:r.:_W,O{l{); aud Vietori;, ~tl awl t;!Jil' .hlii'IL, $,10,11(1(/, '1'11\; ilvrJU]UJll Y~'i<,,~b IHld gl'lll'l',lily Ameri·

(\itU owucr"" iJ;lVing lH',e.ll p!a(w(J H1IJ,·~' rlw n ~]\\'\di,uJ !:lag 1(' l,rUi.l'(',!: tlH,m fr~)Ju rebel eruiti('l·';.

,. (\11'1. \Vilit,l,lll ll. J-i:elh'y, wL" e(>l!!Jli,u:o!r,d (ill' Guy Hpad, ,"i",itl;!i 1he loealit~- tlw following

;u',tr, alit! wrow hOUle tlJt\ ennditiou of dud; of thl- H·"'i;ei i; ,Ui iitill re1tlaill\~d. Ttl) }1ill~l'nt Illy at

the entraJICl', to \Yaillwri;.:lIt hdd, it'" ;.!:(jod. i',1 JJlj:l as \Y[;P\l ~tlJ<:l1l(l()IiHL Tlw T, Di(\ka;;OlI .lay on

1](,1' beam-elld", on tbe hklJll,:, biJ;'::"l~d ;lll(! i IllJ tlf ";1 it'l'. , 'Tho Seneca wa,,; dra).::).!t-d hy tl.w iee up

tlw (~(Ja,;t ,;on1\' dil>ialH'A'; hIll' hoW:<l11'it \\;1,'; g'~m~', lIul w,nb· /:iHn',·, awl rudder (,:II'l'ie1! a.W;IY, aud

"lit, was fn)ZI'Tl in "..Ii.l. Tlw U~,iJl(h''''! ~:Illk, all,1 tlH' Pl'll-ida w'aJ< a:-,iull'l' 011 ;:led !lorM~ J;;lauth;,

"lU'w"l W 1he water's I,dge, Till' H'si of t !jf. tip\'t W"T'\.'· enl.H.lI' (~.;lrri,~d <1way by tlw ic(" erUlihed to

Jlj'~l:(,", 01' burned L,Y tlw mttin';;. Till' (juy ll(~ad iJml {]oul,;onha wer<l hurned where they lay,

. The bark ~la;;s;wlm:<ett.,;went dl'OU1J(1 l'villt H'llT(IW. Tlter,' wa;; (we whi h' m.w 011 [ward her

I\lw staid up hore lalSt wiater. Ih~ IJI<tdt· hi,,, P"l~,ql" OH'1' tJw il:~' ihb .,>ummt\l', aIlll wa,,; five dayil

~l'ttillg: hack to the sLipl', III' wa,-< ,ihollt, [l,w,l 111' WJ~'-'ll t]JeY flJUwl him illis SUlllmer, The

ll,d.iYCIi set out to kill Ii/Hi, but th!) \\lmltjJI s;ln'fl Lim, and afterward the old ehief took care of

J,im, lie 8aved a largot:' quantity of hOIl"! hut iLl.' rt,Hiv('.,; took it away frolll him, execpi u. I:llDall

qunlltity, He "aid :;;150,000 would rJOr tempt IJilU TO try allotlwr willtw' iu the Arctic_ lIe .said

ll,,!L foul' day" af'tlJr \\'0 left: thtJ ~tllJl'-'; ]a.,,;! .ve;u' t.hu W<1tl'1, h'()y,e "v"r a lItl tLe native« walked otf to

1he ~hilJ15; and foltl'wel1 daYN after tllert' 1',UIJJG Oil a ht~;, '.y uorthea:;l galt; aud drove all but the

gI'ound"ice away (LIlat Jlever m6vell). Sh'H'lI.v after there ltlmv uuother uort,heast, ga.le, and he

said t.hat, of all the huttiug- l111d SlllHshlllg lw l'ver ,'"<l w, tllfo wor"t wa,t; ,UuOlig- ihm;il !:!hiIl>l driving

iuto eHe!l other IJ urill/; tho"e g'all"~' Souw were gl'ouud loU aloms. and what t,lw iee 1:ipare.(\ the

llativer; Boon de8tro;yed, after pilla'I,dng- tIll'Ul of 1n"t'J'.rtlJillg they jJleul:ied.' Jl

fll the ~lWon of 1876 the tit",t md with allothu di8aster of le.sl:i pecuniary 6l::tent but, 1II0I'e

appalling ill its effect Oll Luman Ii Ie. 1'11<\ tlt',pt cOll"i"IMd oi ('ighk,{jIl AmeriWlI ship>i lind bark!:!

and two foreign ve;;JSel1'l. Of tht'sc, t,wl,1 Vl' were lost or abandoned in tlle Arcrie. ;'1\Iuch of thfl

lllelanlllr61~'8tor)' !>cems a .luplicahJ dcscl'iptiml of that of lH7L Agaiil the tl~,t had euteroo that

fatal ocean early in August, awl again COllillielleed thl~ seaMon's whaliug' with pr(l~pcct8 of fair
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!'lllC(,~88; again the i(~(l conl1lwlI(,(·1! elo",illg around them; again t1wy cherished delusive hopel'l tnat

a i\trong gale would drive it off "hom aUll afful'tl t hem a, moaDS of escape, anI! agaiIl these LopeK

were doomeu to a hitter tlisap)l(>inllrlt;nt.. .Again the lfl<\!\t.ers decideu it Wat'! necessary to abandon

their v(',o;s('ls, and :-lgain ttw almlluOllllll'ut was accomplbhNl. Here the parallel ceases. Several

mell ptTiO'IJt~d how t~XP01';tH'(' in jourllt'.dIIg' fWlll one beleaguered vtssd to anotlwr :JlJparelltly morf'

..-afl', :nul man;." tIweI 1111 till' toilsolne, pt'ri}oll" man·1t awl voyage f,o t.hl; rpscnillg ships. ]\,fatl;l'

more !lrefm'red to St<IS hy tbe ships and risk the)!' dwtlet's of l\llrviviug' during the terrible Arcti(~

wiuter to n,~sumillg the IJ~arcrana, to thew, ~lpp,lI'eutlJ 1J(} Je/o;s dHl1genH1~ alternative of an imme.

diate e"ealw."" Thrt·(, llllnflred nHm e~caJleu, and fifty·three remained among the llativ('oB. Thf'>l'C

was 110 feasible wa.y to eommulIic;tt.e wi ill thew until the summer of 1877. Provision" amI fuel were

J'l'portl-'fl mop!.}" iillffil'ie,nt, for them, amI with the fin!!t dear water l)f J 877 readJ! bandB ami wjJJjng

heart~ hastelle(l to th;:oir assif'htIwe. The cxperiellees of these mim during the winter and until

their rescuE!: ill tht" l\ummtcr of 1877 ,ne told by Captain Baflle~ 011 llage 77, above; ouly two of

the ahandoned YesOi(\ls survived the winter: oue of these was bnrued by the natives and the other

was lost, ill Septembel', 1877. The HaUles at' tbe lost. and abandoned ,'essels with their approx

imate value!>, 1I0t illcJudillg cargoes, weJ'p as lol.!oWf;: (Of theSt) tiw Arl;til~ was ll)st; t.he others aban

doned.) From New BNlfonl, the Aenl'S Hal'll";, $36,000; Uamilla, $3fl,OOO; Qorneliu,.; HOWland,

fl40,OOO; James Allen, $:{H,OOO; .Tavll :!d, $:!i'i,OOU: JoseplJine, $40,OO(j; Mareugo, $4l\OUO; Mount

"~oUa8ton, $32,000; Onward, $40,000; 'Ull] St. Gt\org"(~, $:~{;,(100. Fl'Olll ~an }<'Tam:i"eo, the Ulara

Ht\II, $:MpOO. .And from HmlOIufll, the Arctie, $3~,(J(l(l, nud Desmond, $24,000. A total loss of

$442,000. The ;~stimated valu(J of the cargoes wa~ ahout $375,000 more.

III IH77 three of the Arctie fleet were lost, in 187K oue, and ill 1879 three. The des<lriptioll of

the ChL8S of \rtlS$~lg flmplo.yed in tllis ushery if; giveu under tllte' head of vessels and apparatus,

alld t.I1\;' cruising-grounds arc discusseu llnd~r the head of whalillg.gTountlEl.

S'l'A'N8TICS OF PAClFlC-ARCTlO WHALING] S3[i TO B80.-The following- st.atement gives a

8I.lmm.~r'y of each season's fisbing of tbe North Pacific floot from 18:J5 to 1880. The locality

includes the waters hetwl~en the Al-liatic and American coasts north of 500 north latitude.

Stat.mwnt ~hOloifi:!1 tluJ Il..mb.". "/ AlIWriooli 'l'~!I~el" in t hv North P'Mifto ft<ut eooll year ,md th;;ir O<ltolo of oil a:ad b.me.

[Ounlpil"'! from \Vhal"",,,,,,'$ Shipping Liot.l
~__~.r,__.._ . ..__ ..__ ~_-----.~,_

I... ~ A 11:~r~B Tltt.a.l i. !
Y...~. I l\o. of i h"rror~ ; h"1T~1o I of",&! pounds!

!v• ....,I•.1 whal" on. ' ...hale on. 1 wlJaieboue.1

~••.•r--:••• ••~· ••·iT-·~ ~.•••:~:•..::
lllaD.. I ~' 1,4OO! :1.,800 .••...•.••••••
1R40, ~ f0S7 " 1,700 .
lM1. ~ll 1, 4l~ i ~. 200 ..
1842.. ~'Il , t, on 47.200 .•••••....••••

IUS.. I J'lIl,' /,S-tO 146.1100 .•••....••••••

1844 .. Ii 17(j' 1.5~B ~~9.mO I··············
11145,.... 263, 9;\3~!lM i .
lIMO..•. ·· 2IY.! i Sll\! z;;a.~o ' 1

~ Hi8tory WhaJI<.l<'i.she.r·y, in U. 8. !"lllb Commil;~iQD Rt'lwrt, 18i;~'76.

t Aruti.., whalebone not Ncorded Be!'ar&oo prior to l~,

"
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'1''''0 "I' the /loot loot, the Goorl':fl &Ild :MAry ..od pllUllza.

S!f1,tBmtm.t sh.owin", ;,he numb_r of American rc..fl8 in the North I'acifi.c fleri cod.· 111:<" allll their CII teh. ,f·c.-· COll!:il1lI~i1.

-~I----:---,---~,---.-...-;.-
! A v el"l)R8 I Total :~. 1 d 'I

Yt~m', ~ :No. of f ha.t't'f"l!'ol b8.l"'l"e.l~! Iota. s;mn :

'"' '".~ W;,::; -"':~:~' .,- w ••

1&18. .- ___ 15P l,1M I 185,2:l11 •••...•

11l49.• _._. loS 1,3M i ~.~,o

18"0 .• I 1# 1,6112: 243,M8
1

· .. ·· ..

1H~I -! 138 Il'2G 86, 3lW I' -- .....
l!:l~'i~ __ ~~ .. ! 2713" 11 343 i 37:ir 450 ~~. -~-~ ..

1853........ 2:JH 912 ' 217.0511 .

::~~-::::-i:~ :~ I :::: I - -" .
1856.•••.. 1 178 82~ 146,410 ._.

1~57 ···-··1 WI J 7[1611 113,000
1BGS••• : 100 620 121 &50

1859 .... 176 035 94. 111(1

1800...... 121 "Ill I 62, 678
1861_ 76 724. i 55,OU
1862_ 32 610 : 1l1,525

1863_ 4.2 857 I 36, 010
1il&. 88 522 1 35, 400
11365. liS 617 I .'16, 415 __

1~ -----1' 9(; Ml81 liG.9Z51 .. _
1
1
~~~ - 90 64(1 I 57, OW Al~o .,J"'o'''o foreil[D 'O'"".e18.
~., 61 708 : 4:1. 230 ~27, 500 IAI"" oeoen {"reign VEl.""l. th..t took 4,370 ~1~ oil, 116,000 pottndil bone.

18(;9.. -- __ I 43 8911 I 38.275 525, OOli I Also oi", fllreJ.:;n ,,"Mel. that took 0.475 1"'rrt>lo lIil. 85,000 I'0nnd~ hone.
1870 -,. ~ _-1 oW f lj 060 4g, 21)5 C1J,~I!'i()(J AL=io llin,., foroi,im v-t'l88t':ls tha.t too.k 3~080 h.'l.n:..... oil, 9i,OtlO ponnd~ hone_
3S71.~_ __ _ as !_ lfi.OOO .Alllmt l~u_~veU of the. fleet were lOlit, illdlUlwA four fo't"1.j~ ve~lt'l.

J.<r.'l .... _. 27 730 19,730 : ~5B, ~OO ; AI." f"ur fur";,o;u '0''''"01. tool< 1.000 hilJTel. oj], 29,400 potIDd. bo,,(\.
Hi73. ~~ ~ __ au 676 20t 29!i ; 239t .300 ~ Al~o f.)ur foreig:n yeat1lo1i'l; two of tht:'=lf.! wok l)8Q b5M'tll;;;l ai1~ 5,300 ponndlJ lHl'"~.

1874. .. 23 8Il3 20,3llO ' 22:>, 100 AI.o fon. fo....ign "e••el. thot t""k 2,5,10 b ..rrolo oil. 25,000 pOQndo bono.
1117" .... __ 16 I, U5 21,6&1 23fl,400 AI"" {"nr fol'cill""- 'l"eo.elo tllo.t 1;""k 3,4,){! bllrr..1. oil, 30.&llI j>OtIDd. hooe.

11176_ -.. _. 18 '5, 250 35,200 All bnt eigbt of tho tle.t 1Mt, oJ.,., two rotdp;o v(l.oel~.
lS77. __ .,. 1(I I 1, GOO 17, [030 ms, MO 'Illt"" ofthe l1e..t. "'~r~ loot. On(l forei~l1 ,<,~0",,1 took ~oo b.......,I. oil, 3,000 roolld. booe.

1878...... 1 171 710 : l;j, QlW I 114,20') 00." or the fl""t loot.
IIl'1G .. __ • i 2l i- 18.800 2O~.r,00 Tbreeofth.ll""tlmot.

1880 t. _.. r 1Q : 1. 400 26, 7,10 1 4_0_0_.00_0-1
'1' ~.---- -- --I
~M~J~,llOnL~' 3,~,_3:~_L

It A t·cU~ wb.ale.htm'O not re-cOl'C11;ll ....ep.U":'lt,ll prior to 1868.
t Since tho _boTe "W81!11. .oompUed thf'J reportt1.l for "'nh:R.t:lqurmt ~~t:'I:::'l"e h~",e heen '!"E"l':eivof'd, Illt foHnw:;;: 1~~1, 23 V"6IUIel". 24,74("1 ha.ITt'!lR rtf whale

oil, 387,000 ponods whalebone; l~R~, J~ veO',,10, 22,117(; blLITele "'],8',,, oi!. 361>,500 p<>llnAA wlo.l~bone; 18<;3. 3~ "(·....,18,10.1(>5 b.rrnlo ....hlLl~ oii,

1&1,400 '[101lDd~ ....hale\>mJ.. ; 1884. 39 ,"".,o1a, 20,4[,0 b.r",,18 ",hill" on, 318.700 PQn.lld. ",h..lo1onno. '1'he fl""t ill lSBn iDclud<d two 8!<'''U'C'''. in
1884 the nllml"'r of ftteo.mel'. had iDcm".",l to nloe. ADothH ",","bd chang.. In thi. lieb"TJ' j~ tho, 18r","", l,ro-poTtl<m of Te.."ls Ju>,lHn~ &-oto.
~an Francl:f!iOO, N 18 Bhow;o (Jg Bnb~~lquellt, pa~-et!I in th'6 detail~ of ~llt'll ye[lr~8 vtlY~.gf'l.

Th.. cruieiug gronnd6 of the Boot, prJ", W 1848, ....""" ltODth of Bering Strait, "Welly 0" th.. :N'ort.hweot Gronnd. In 1848 0 -.-eo""l p_l
throngh the 8tnit IUld wll.ll vwy 80"""""fn1. l'rom that date the Al'otio !loot inc,""....ed rapidl.y in "tlDlOOnl. SiDee the J'''''' 18U8 thc priociplll
Noon of the North l?8clfI.iI ll_ ("0 Mlleil} hoo 1>IlNl the Amt;l" OceAn north of Bering Strait, lUI ohown on foll......lng pagtlIO.
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The. detaH" of each \·oyage to the :\onh PiI_dfi(·. and A.1'ct:ie Oceans ginc(,J 1868 nr.,., gi\CHU tU the

following Ii~tl', eompi!c(} f[(lm tLe Vnmlf'lw'Il'" Shipping List:

i ,·-------i .-.-._--
i ~"'bal(~

vlL

.A.rdi-r- .•. _
Okh"t..k _

__~_; Ard.ic _~ .. ~~_

-/-i K.diw.k·~
Aretlt..l _.- _.

Ol<bot.k
_; KiIAIi<1k

__ ANtle

-- -·t'·::~k-

~"':I)'~

A~'Ul-a l~n.Ji,

)f nl.Lti~~dl{l:l, iJOO

1. [ll)U

4. vrl~,1 ~t. GC(lq,J;~

5, (!-r,() !; T.aULI·T~:~J)~'

)~:t IJW) Thrmlll~ Tl!('k:a_"Q11

~;, Olll~ Til :"i,·l- Hro/ lWT"~_

I"'!., Ol~l~ ." T ~-id~'ll t

E,..,l<· ---- •. - ....--. Kodla.k .-----1 l70 I a,coo
l;<Hlfil.Bi.",.""k, _-- _-.: Aretic _.-- __ I 000 I ~,SIlO

11 h
aT

::

JllTl

. - - ·"1-'" -'- ,.--. '1-· 770 '1' J2, 600

L~ I I
25.000 .~"""~.~:-.__.~===~~.~'_'_I, __,BOO lI,bOO

.Brwrt'U_ } ~(Jund3~

1, 1&0 15, O'lO

3[\ 300

llOO 4. (100

WI 4,000
37/J 3,500

1, 17n 21t (100

I 1, 0,0 i 8, (100

'1_~;__2. OO~

. _.' :i~, fA)~ 1 5l)~. or..o
1=7=1"~~==
1 i, '

Arciie ... _...... ' 1,10(1: 1:;,000
i==:::;::::;::::=:=l~

_j 000 I
_I 32~: 3,'00_ I 1. M\1 'I 22, 00(l
~--I----. :._~~jj i_:f.!IOO

Arotio "'._ .... _...I-~!-~~:
_ do .. _ ,9(]a , 16, 000

Okhotok. 4,U i il, U~O

!~'I--2iJ.7.oo
I-----~, •._.' _
I·-----~~·, --.----

i

Aroti~ __ . _.\ 1.700 I :Jl.MO

1H
j

oon j,l ~!\ ....;t{~hll~~tttl . T .df) . __ .. __ ..1 l,OOO! 16,000

J7,nO" 1"bip~"<11lmIl< l~il'~
7,00(\ IWftOLlil/l'. __ ·_ •• u·· ... ~'-( " - =-:.....:--::::=-

15, ~)(t{r i j
9. MH' C"md .: Ar<:t1~ : 600 : 12, 000

[1,Oi'{' H ~~:::>~,.- :':: ::::::i:::~: .::::-:::::::1 1.~:~! ~~:
1, cO" l'tiJI"-:Il1 notrh. ' Olr.hotok .... -- .. 'r::: llOO. 7. (lOO

9. t~l[' • "bip" ...,\ b..l'k. __ ;,a;Io!~
~."HIJ" '--.~'---

li"ll.>ffl". !'
20,0(.'(1

U.Oflfl

lG,~O"

4.000

~~\. Oi..m

:'-!". iVlH ::

lH, nut! Ii
H

'l~~. ;,\~'rI) -\

1,1100

J(II) :

~~ikl !

&"to ~

1, OO:~

':!,gu

l,Wll1

{:l.hl

.[, hH~

1,000 .

U'-,~I ;

1. ;-:UO :

{IN'

BOO :
1 I

~J-: ;.. j'~!

~~.tO

':;1":'~1

fiOf'

1,,0

(li1n

11
1.W·n,

l, 'i)~)r· :

3:,n
63~ .

lJllrrMJ:, . FrYtlndw.

Il,lt() l7.WII

~~)() ,(, :-,n(~

·1
j-
1

__ IActi ...r,:

Aor-li.rHJ

Alto_

Okhohillt _
. K",U.k _
1

.ArnQl'"R, "!o •••dp

.A W.!:lo.lihmlk.~ .AM"!t.if~ y' _ •••

R~~uj. CumU!ing~. OkJ!I01~i: , .. _r,

CalifurnJII. ___ Art'tie- _~. ~ ...•. __ ,'

t~.ir.·f'!T'(~ .~~.~~ .. 1 R.~rdjllk._

C~ll1.nthi'i'\.n . . Ah.....t\~

ConconU~ ,~~.rlo ~

Corn(~lin.1.l II(lw)anlL __ .do _r ~

n~nj~-,J ,\T"fllnllter ,. \ ,if,}

ElM.rll~ .. ~ ~. _ (Ir,

EH:!(LII.i:,.. l{.EuU"'k ..•. ,
F~~~y _.•. •• _ do

(~n_\r rtt'olt..rl (1('1 _.,.

G~'ilrgl~ .~. ~r~~"___ I (I""

(;E~{lr.'!.~ TIo'ljll,,-t<t.nJ. .•• r •• _ : .Atd.j(!-_~

IIf~~.f-:U :U;l.r __ ~.r.;'~ .. (io
lldq} 'b)j~1W ~~.~~ •• ~. \ __ 1\0 •• _~~~~ ~~.!
n,·",·nl... .. , __ . .. : 01<hnuk

Hih{ll1}ja. K~tlla.lk

T:-'ol.i'\Wk)- li- - - d~,

,lalJ]I'-Jol, .\ U.,:>n ! ..A Tl"th'!

~I:l\';l- : Kadiak:.

·ll,hll Canr(,-T .. Arct.il"

;lllh~~ lIj~""l:~:Dd , dn

SuhH 'YotU... _. i __ .do

J{l~]JL:tne _.•. _ __do

t.~~l,,'h.. _ _ n.4.1. .. _~_
ltl,a.R-~~hul\t\tt&. fin. _- - ~ ~_~:

Mid.. .. Okhotol<

'f ilo Aretk _
Na-llt·iln~ __ -, .. ,.-, ' .. , do __
~'a""J __ .- .~_~_~.I~.~ ~~_ r flQ __ r"~~ •• ~~_ ••

:Non""" -. --- -- ..• -.- - Ko.diok --. .i
lk"." , _... _.' __ .. , : Arctk __ ._ _.1

Ouio_ __ _ ~- ... ,_ .. rlo ' 1, 151~:

OBwar(1._ - •• _ll~l -~. '_1. _ -- _ I 1, :=rOfl i
()riole .. ~.~. ... ~~~ __ •.... __ ~_ do ,_~_. __ .~~ .. ~, 1~f'!)(}

I',~.ident_........•... - ······1 KKdi.l<_ - -. - •••... i .;~ :

§':~~::~-_:::I§L-L:: i
BECA J'ITULA TION.

A'E"f:-ttc (}c!MII. •••• ~. +~u~ ~~ •• ~.~~ ~.~~ .. _ •• ~~ ... ~ .~.~.~ ,~ •• ~. ~ ••• &~ ••• _ •••• ~ ... ~" •• ~.~. _&.~"'_~.~.. ~_.".4_.~._
Okhot,." So.. __ ...• _._ _ .' __ ••• , •. _... __ . '_." . _••••• .. ".' . ••• .••• ...

K ....til>k .

.---..-.....--"- --- ....---~.~~;~~~ l-;~r:ne.
,':,--bar:... _! -2~.-1.~~.

I 41' l/5, 00lI ~ 675, 200
_... __ .: 81 ", oeo SO. 500

, j__._~!..):_~6il.llOO

TOW_._._,,_."_-_••_.,_.-_._.._._"._'"_-_-'_-_"_-._,_••_._-,_._.-_._._.~.'_0"_'_"._"_••_._-.-_._--_••_._••_--_-_--_._••_._--_-_-"_••_-_.-_-_.-_"_"_ ~_~__ "I 4',100 fIN, /iOol



,
.. !

Wh,,]~

oil.

1.~, OO(J

15.011(I

2~. 000

i~,OO{l

15,000

[kH} 11,000

~Oll 12t 6(loO

t~('1

:l;llJ 1.000

,~t I.

J.m~) ,

~Oll

1,{HAI

1, "£0'1
1. ,,"0

J/Q.rr~lB:.
l'01(nd.s.

9LHt 1:..t dl1~j

,;"5l; JJ. ,>00

1, ~50 l:.l:,nU(\

!.II(IO l~.t1<ll1

:(~,o ~: ;1o'1)11

Ami "
<lv_

do

,do
do _

___ dv_

;------

. .. (j(,.

on _
OkllfJtlol.l"J:

OJJI""~jll:k _

,J... t~'nj~

Arotk .. :

.... do .. __ i
do

Okhot,.\l. _

·'iAl:t'tl<!.-.-.

IT'');,; ........LLLP.

l~;t: H 11f, ~\- _

1~ (I I~ L~ I l \

11'r'i1h'1l'L'" _. _~_

\\~i11 ):nu Hutd:.!

F..nTPJl.'t

Ylll",,:,,~gT{i

."(r.l"I" LO...... J.lOK.

: Aeor.'l. lliilrlL,'"I

;: .1. D. Tb'IJ-mll~~HI

}.r(lld.i~~dlo.__ ._

N'Hr

H,;'OO I'

~:1, on(l :.

1:. OO\i ,I Florid" 

11.6M;

J~. ;-'I)~ ~

~ !oO. t"ii(l I

llj,':l'iili

l~. tl(l.L'

J l~_ :,IHi

Jl;:, 1;):10

17, fjHO

b. (LIHl

l;t.....yl)l'

1:·I,;j.!)t'j

HI nfH:1
H,II(j(1

l' J, O(H~

1:::. t~IJO

it•. (lUll

~ 1:-). r;;(I(J ;.

I". fI(IO ': W.jlh~lrn 101,_

1';,000 . i l'tOllUhL

•. 5 Ij{J:; ~~~lt~ ..._.L'

H 00(1 :, t.'.fHUlt. !',!tunRr.r.k -

1~: noo: ;rnllau
C(lr[l~t ",., ... _..

~(IV ,

11 7(10 :

J.10U '
600 i

], nf>O :

l,QOO

1. (HJO '

(on

P~Q ;

1, con i
i,2r-.o !
1, 100 '

L 4;,i~ .

l,;jij(J

LUO(I

n~Hl

ti()U

1. ~nij

1
1

~tll)

1, ~[~(1 ! -;, l;04J

';'tlO : 1. ff:H .

Ra.r~u, : r(pj"'ld~·.

~~ ttl I ~. ~~(Jn

i
;
i

'j
1

i--,
---.!

Okho:rl"k
Ar{'.ti~

fh~ _

BJ"i;...tnl lhy

.....i n~ti~~

,10

<lo

do
,1"

Atdk _
' .flo

.{h~ _

Old"'t"k _
.I~retl(' ,

dl)

d(J

do

tT~nu:tl.__ , frkhot~'k_

John C r _" ••••• __ Ar~tlr

J'ohn IIo land_ ,do
JOill~'PWl:l" _~~.. ,d(~

LIII.~"" .~~_~ _ .j_ .11n
Ma.re-n,o .• &~_~. ..... :_ tIc

M :Il-fl;p.!a.~h'Uaettfl, do
IN"OTIlllln ••• ••••.... l--do

Ohio _~~. ~~ __ ~ ~r., _ or.. . fin

01il'oI:::!IJ' OMCb't'__ . ~._ .• ~ .... d.~
O" m_ I ,10_
Oriol - ..:".: 1_ - do_

i
!'rOW-.. ••... . .. -. >"~L_ ~~, .__ 'i

ActiYH
..\ ltJ·l~rn __

Al'fJ.l ...hl\nk~. "__ "

llj-.Ij. Cmnroiu~_

C:~dlfmu~t',

C(lllH::ljll~ Huwl.H.od".
!J;mkj ,,"-'01J~t(':r _~~_~_

}~lh·;ah(!.th ~wifl,.~_ ~r_, ••

"Et-ldl\' MUl'",l;rJ.ll.

G(lSn~ll-l

(~t~\t·fp: H O"A'hU:Hl.

UI2"h l H Mar_ ~~~. LL_

H~hm 8lJo.,.,. _.". ~_

Henry Tl'oor " _
ll(!Ol"~·uk_~ __ ~ __ .

nih!"rI).i:a..~ ..
.lame.Allen _. _. __ .. _.. ,

RJI;C APITITLATIQ:N.

: Shl»" ....d \\·hnl,·
; hRr'klll. oil.

f ll~cr.1"nlH. : PmJ,~!!fB.

A""ti50ee.m _ _ , 1 ~~ 41, '57.';; fiRG.21Kl

Okbolok SUo _ _..•..•..._ _...............•... _ '" _....••..... _. '. i 6, 2.07", ~l.~OO

Br1"t..~:•••~ ~ _~-.~ ••••••.•••••••.••••••••.-.~••~-.•..•.- ~~•.-_~•.~~' .•._._.~~ ".•"~ "~~~ ~ •• :~:::: :::::::::::::::~:_~. 'r ~: j __~~: i 61_~: ~
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8,000
15,000

2.000

lo'l~hlng grOllDd.

Arctio - -- .. -
.. d,, __ " _

Okh"18k. .. ' ..... __

--.---------- ------- 'r" .--
I Barr.liJ. I P".",d<l.

AI<>tl" .... <-._____ 950 1 12,000
1

__ --[ ... '10 .... " .... -- MU I 11,000

_.. do. 7;)0 : 10. Uoo

...d". __ ._,,-...... 1,400 ! 20,000

--1-_ 3'~1 &,~

700 I
],500 i

200 '

HOKOLt;l.'V•

KE'W LOI'mO!f,

N ..wt' of ...""",,1.

;l .fi.llipa and biLl'kl!l. ~. ~.,

..AC(j~ B.ain~ .. __ ._,.

J, D. ThumpiI::l(ln _

)foutie"Un _

MWl.~:II.(~h 1] :Flett~

..l"rleUt~hik{}:ff . __

Ykhu'la, . __ .~

Areti" ,,' 1, 900 i So, 000

... 01<> ----" ----.-1 1.050 I ~,OOO

...do .. __ " 1 8VO 15,000

.. .010 ......... - Ii I!l<) i 10, (}{)O
___ 1__-

4- ..'hl'll"lUJ-d\l-.'tk.. ".. • -\ 8,Il'.Q l 6'Z,llOO

I==-I~=
..A.t'Ot i c _ .Arctio '1 llliO II 15, 000
Comet....... - ..do __ tOO 7,000

('.."'tnt Eillmarck. ...do " -', U'iOO '. 18,0llli
.f;~hl .. ,_._ ...•.. , _~.ilo ! 1,000; 1°1000

Julion --" .. _ -.. -- 01" 1,500! 18,000
Kobol"'- __ . __ . __ do flOO 10, 00f)

00....",01--- "..... • .. <1 __ (i1O 9,000

P ..""",-----....... . .. 010 ,,, i BOO

WHhAhnlat.. --- ,,--- II" .dO_....!__~~,ooo

" .blp", and barb - .. . __ . . - - I 8, 0110 97, 000

__ : A.1"C-t1c

---i-'- tl,_,

-----1-

_. .,' __ lin.

:"'HW llRDF'Olw.

----c-, ' t'--h- II
1''l.hing p'O""d.' ~~ROU" e~,o._: i

WhoJe ' &,,~. I'

m\. I

': B.rr."_ l'uundR III . lI.DG-AU,:\:\)WR.

~ I r:rrO 1~1 000 !: Cl.laJilplOl.l -

140: 10,1000 '; Enrol'''" --- --
II ::1000; ].1'\ WlO : I MRl"Y •.

1, U80 jl ~', °1'~00 Iii Vi,,~~ ..rd ... -.-
_____ I' 1,400 v N

I 1. GOO; 161 0ijU ... ~bip~ aDd baTk8~~~.

_, 1,1050; 18,000

1,200: I~, 000
I} 1[,0 I l ;jj 600

750 I B,Ooo

400 6,OO!!

l, 200 20, UIHl

400 ~,OOO

1.100 - 10,550

3~ [,on ~O, 000

1, 000 10,000

350 ~.:mo Floridil. , __
1, (i00 21, ('00

1, ltl-ll 17,000

£,100 30, 0['0

.. " 9110 10, roo
I 1,OiO 10,000

1,200 16,0(10

!l'l5 l~, 000
rfO 10, 000

3~0 l,ooO

, l,OilO Jr"OOO
i 970 12,00(]

_

- 'I J. 65(1 23, IJQO
1. 3;,0 10,0(}{)

I 1. 3.;0 lOt !"IOO

I 1,200 18, 000
1 0,11' 14, (JOO
I
1 1, ROO ~u, 000

-I__l_'~ -=::.000.

85.hlp.lIlJd b k - •• ---, ! 38,91r, 1 ;,19. f;.;o

---- -_._--- ._---

Ala~lt;p.

Anrnrn.

lletljL1m in Cu:tnlliiu.~ott - -".._-_ -. i
,
.__ -- liU

CaUfornifL-TTrT' '_~T_ .10. _
ConCl)nlifl., ... _~ __ .~~ _ I •. du

Corndhl~ IIOW]""llt.l_~__ ~_~_.-I. ~ln.
• I

DanIel Webstor_ I _ do .--.~-;

Elizabeth Swift - .,- - - d"
Emtly1rlorga.n. .~_ . .~. __ llo

:R1l::=-e.....io.. • ..•. ~. __ I .. un
Fanny _..\ .lo
GOOl"~':'- _. ~ ~ ~- -. ~. j ]~ri:-ttol !-3::·W -

Henry Taber _.. __ 1 Ardic.
Hercule .. ,,-- -- llr,_

nOlenSllow -- _.. 1_ ,10

J""".. " __ .. _.-1- - 01"
John Howland_ -..... ;- .010
.Tohll Woll. 1' __ do

JU!"le.l)h1n~_~~ •...••. __ ~ _.-~- - - ....do .

~~~~~~.::::.: :,~~~~:::::::r- :~:
MidaJI .... • __ ._ ..... --- 01"

~~:;"-~ :::::::::::::: ::::::i:: .:::
~orru8l11 _~ .. ~.~_ .. __ .••• I'~ __ d!')o.
Ohio .~_. ~____ I _ do

I
Otivt~rCrrH.:k~t, __ .~ .. _~ ~~~i. __ .fln.

Onward ... ~ .. ~.~~_~ .... ~ .. ~~l._ .. do
I

R"mJUl- ___ " _ i do _

l'eB liT'''''', 1.. 01"
S.n""...... __ -- __ -.. -.,," 1 - - .10

'lhomIOtlDlok"""n ---.-i -do.
Trident .. __ _ : _.. 00
Willi,.", :Kotch _" ___ _ ' .... 010 _

,RECAPITtn,,\,,TlON.

---,,----.---------_~~

-. ·_--_·_---_·__·_-_·_------------------------------1
ShIp lind ]' Wbale I' Bon&.

""'rka. oil.
~_._ .. _. --~.~~ ..,----

: BIl'frW. Po.......
Arctic (K""an __ .. __ '" •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,... • .. • • • • • • . 53 r 00, 685 749, 5:lIl

Okhotok Sea _•.••.••••.••••• _............. . •••• ••• •••••• •••••• 1 , l!OO 2,000

Btlob>~:::.~.::.:::::::::::: ::::_::~.~_:~ :_~:;::;:: ..-.-... ~~~.-:.- ;~~.-:~.-~;~~~:~~~.~::::::::: ::::::~~:::::::::: ::I---i-:n:-~~

In the tlf'aBon of 18il the :North Pacific fleet consisted of thirty·five America.n and four foreign
vesscls, all but seVen of which were abandoned in the ice off Wainwright's Inlet, north of Bering
Strait.. The names of the sa~ed veRsels were the Europa, Arctic, Progress, Lagoda, Da.niel Web·
ster, Midas, and Chance. Fonr of the lost vessels belonged at Honolulu. The following are the
names (If the abandoned ves8elfl and the ports to which they belonged,:



THE WHALE Fl~HERY.

NEW BEDFORD.-Barks: AwasbonkR, Concoruia, Contest, Elizabeth: Emil;\'1\Iorgan, Eugenia,

Fanny, Ga;\' Head, George, Henr.y Taber, .Jolm Wf'Hs, ;o.laI;8achu~ttl:l, Minerva, Xa\'y, Oliver
Crocker, Seneca, William Rotch. Skips: George Howland, Reinu{!er, Roman, Thomas Dickason.

~EW LO!\'DON.-Bar7.:: .J. D. Thompson. Ship: .Monticello.
SAN FRANCISCO.-Barlis: Oarlotta, Florida, Victoria.

EDGARTOWN.-Ships: Champion, Mary.

HONOLULu.-Paira Kohola, Oomet, Victoria 2d, Julian.

Th~ North PamflC wlu:tlmg fl~t of 1872.

5.400:

BoDe.Iw~:;~~~ ';:::.---l---·----;::~~r-t. IWhal6<,1L

------!l'-EW-B-ED-II'O-IID.------: r""nd. ;1 -----~-~:~~~~ntin-ned_----I----I----

~;~~: ---'--''':::'::::::::::._., :::.::::1 B<>~: 1~:: Ii ;:~::_:. __.__ _I Barr<~: p~
Al'IloJrla " _! 00<1 (',00(1 is'''' Hre"?"______ 1 ~oo I 5,00.)

:;:::,~~o~e~ ~o.n.OI~ -::~::::::::: .•••• _::-:1 000 ~••w i Tnmerl""" .. -- ---I 860 I 4.000

EllroP __ . 1 1.: :~:~: I ~~=t::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::_::i 1,:I ~::

E~~HE::::H: ::J ~~ :i:~I A~::.. ~~~:.::.il-==-=-=-I~8,~~~50~::-~~~=24&,I=O-.=:~-
,Jo.cphIM ----- .. -- -- 1.:?(In I lr..OOO, I· ,
.Io••ph MIlXW..n •• __ 100 1 l.wo!i A"rotie -- .. ---- - -.- ..----- •• --. J,OOO j 12,000
b-Jl:od.. • 500 1 5000'! R ·W. Wood ---.---. 550; 12.000

Liv"Oa.k --- --................ 1,000 I' 1;:000;1 Total ------- ---1."650 :--;-:000
J.Ol1l.vt -- :>50 ll~·.~ III tlYDNU'.
MQ.re.n~ __ .. ~ ...• _....•• _. __ ~ •.••• ~ ~~~ 1,f.50' U i)'U\:'

Mid"" __ • 1.000, 13..'>00 i Cb~n"" .. 200 ll,ooo

K..ul.illl....... 300 ! ~ wa II hra"",,y -- - 150 2,~OO

_x_o_rt_h_"r~n_L_lJ;_h_t-_. ._••_._._.•_._--_._'"_._-_--_••_._._•._._. 8(1() ! 10: 000 !I TOtltl__.•_._._••_._••_._.•_._••_._._••_._,,_._.•_._.._•...;.'-------__~_ _'_I_

l'he North 1'acific wl!Gliflg jk't!/ of 1873.

.__._.__ ._-_. __ .._----- --------_..

BOlle.

Ptwml•.
17.000
3.000

12,000

BItM'&.
1. 07~

400 '
lIOO -

100 .

I :
.. Wb&l"oll

NllW ll&DI'ORI>-<:()~t1I111od.

rr~lgT~alll _. _ r _ .~ ••• r~ •••• r .~~~ __

1'\0-. B,.,.~"e. _. __ ..
Ht.GMl"gfl .. _ __ ,

T['tfon __ .... ., ••••••..•. _~. ~. _. ~~ •• ~~.

---- -- ----- -- ----

_. ~~_.._of_T_-t. II._Wh_aJ,_"o~~I~:::..._:
NRW lIRDPOlUl. B.....-rls. Pu"nd-B.

A.r,tiV6. _ ~~.~~~+ •• _ •••••• ~ ••••••• ~ ••• _. 525 4,000
Al,.o'lt •••.••. 5W ~. 000

A.rnold" _............................... 550 6.000
lli..-tholomow G<JlllWid 300
C.",ilIa _..... 55(l 7.000 ._~-;-~
E Total. -- ---- ··1 18.505 , 210.100
"umpa _.. , ann a 000 1=---="'-"")=-==

Rel"" Ma.r... . 500 So 000 :N~ LOlCDOlf.

Jl1in"'~ . .••... 80Q 11,500, A Barn , _ _ ~ 4.000
Jam&o Allen _.. 1,000 9.000 I ----------- 1.- ,

J ....,. _ " __ 18~ l\-W{I , lI lI'llA..'l"CIBOO. i r
J"w.2d.. ..•. 150 8,000! Fi I ~~ 200
JI II ' onm",, ... -------............. . •• --- ~v

t@ PMTY _ __ __ -_ 1,150 10. ono li lleJeIl SnmY I I, 000 l~ ootl
J oO<lphill8.... •• •••• •••••••••• •• . 1. 1110 14, 000 :! --- -- 1 ,1 ·_

.JOlI&ph~....n............................. I. lOll H,OOO II TotaI--.': ••• ·- ·••·•••••••••·•• .. •• .. i 1,1I2(l 15.00II

LiveOait - , _ 1,600 1!.500 :1 BOlWtULU. 1= ==
LoIll8a .. 1.100 Il 000 I I
~go..................................... A20 ~ooo ~IIUV. Wood _::::::::::::::: •. ::.:~:::~:::: ::: 1.000
1tfidalI "' .. ,.. ••••••.. .. .•.••. 560 8.500 'I Arettc -- .. i---~I -4-, 000
:M:llIIIlt Won.lioIl............... 560 &,000 II Total ~ lI,aoo
N w.a. ~.. ...••. . II6li 7, 000 I I
Kmthen Llg'lIt•. _ ,_.. tl"oO .., (>00 II Iln>nl'•

~&.ed __ i: Adventnror_ ,.-- .
~ _......... eot t,JlOO II Flmoway - ..

•
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WhlLl~ ~ )~l, '

2, :1'10

~. OM

5,(}(lO

5,000

lP,[j{10

~\ (JOO

1'0"......

3, 200

6IJ~)

, ,
:=-.=:.-.:~-=-...

~'~'W 1.,)~].1(.1':'i:'

:'rl,th·

Un......-~'~t

~\tl·~T·TI[·U.T"I[-:T

ft··;,11'nw.l:~·

, Yloren(.i.~

.. ~",.:

!~', i;l·:~

1(! I r··~Jl}

~." ZJ:lI

14-, I)~IH

;:-;(i{l

1. HI'"

WI

l,;i:"i'l

~'(l!-Jo

1. ;~ ';':} :

I, ~ \f( l

~, ::".'j:;

r. -',', ~(I

8",...../.;1,
'l~;\ :

~n(J

Aruolda _
B.,qrttJolo!lll~"'" (;oilloo1d _._

c~",m. _
Enrop.. _. .........•.. _

H~l~n liar.
TIlinoiA _
~rillm~."Io All~:IL ~~_~_~

,Tnt'a..,.r_

J .." .. 2d.
,Tireb J~~rr:.r.

.1 O'8~'i~}dne

JO""l'b 1tb,-.~ll.. __ ..
1-1"nnt WOllMt-an _. __ .....
M"'M1~o ..... __

KHTth~~m Li~ht ~ , •.. ~- .. _
(Hr....ard __ .&~ •• ,~~r_

I'ro~_

Sea Bt'MIM' ..

St. G<>olt'/i:~ ..•••• ,
Irriwp .. ~._~_.

1;], flOO

H,~R(J

14. fOO

I. 7:1(J !
1. ~W(! i

i
WhJ.l'k uil..: ·'H(lne~

.----,-----

............., ,.1 I, 100 • 15,000

____ .~_ .. r.. ~.~· --+- ~ •• ~ •• ri 7.~) 71 ROO

... "" .' .••••. _••. , i llOO • g,OOO

............. I I, I-,~o : 8,1100

.',~''':_'==~-j--.l~~~l= .18,800

l.'ot:<1

~1.GflIot'.~ ....

Tdlull ,

Arctj"
Ol)'W;i:n:l.

F~~'ft'"-iol.-r

nlAlIIIlllllIJrl

P''''n~~a~.

1,•.,''(1

:::4, 2:(~t

ln
t

IIl)lJ

}-;,OHiJ

12. zu.o
:2'!~. 5UO
l~. Ulli)

HJ.....'O
g.OOO

4.800

]0. (Kl(l

18,t'Oll

1~.1JQI, .

1,10(1

l.WJ
L 51)~1

,',](l()

1.+<,"<)

I, ""~
,;wo
4':\P

1.(;::./1

! 'n..l" "n
_. ., i. .

i B(I·rT~~k.

'.55"

J"""""All""
Ja.va
Jayit. 2d
MOlmt WolLo.um
:'forth,'l'D !.il/bt .,

Onon""l
RaJ""',,..-,

~\ 1-r,f!'l. "P;,I,lm;!il

C.~ndl1.l1 _~ ... ~ r

(~_ :n.nw:n~Jd.

J.~Utl)p:i\

Bd~fl ~l ..r ..

Hli"rwl:"1

Th. SOyl/. l'rwiji" tdtalil<!I .fi~et oj \:"7(;,

;._. · ·· ._._·r_ -----··-·-i-. - -"

Wlu~ltl!l oil. i BoOnf'.
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3,000

P'JUndk_

4, ,JOl'

fl, ;\OtJ

a,uHll

''-.00'00\1

Ml)

l":'WU

~OO

Rarn!o.
'luu

l,,-,I)ff

7lJ{,

BA...""{. FH.A'SO!~O().

uO!(hU.lIX".

r)~IWll_

.Flltre1llll?:

:h\ Otl(~

1~. llOO
25

1
(1Qi)

1~, O~IU

jjj,lwn

HiCl('(1

PIJ1.tndg. ~P;W HEPF'(lHI~- ·('"ontinuod.
l~, 1YJU 1t4)1n::liJ:

1, .~O· ~n l~r' .~' 't.(~

ZO. rl~H); Thom:~:'oIl~ol)l~

i' ~. - Thr(~t'I hr(HIH')'f'!
,k(\O

I, r,~\1

1.';0

1, ~",(l

I .•~11l1
<) ;100

N ..m .. "f_••••l.

~~(H'ma.n orrr •• ,.

CleOlle ...... ~r •••• _

j

jWh"I""H_

.... J. Barr"I,.

F.li"" ,............ .j
Hr-!.n M _. __ " ! 1. ~(l(I

,r,'loVtI. * "~ .. _.. " ~ ".~. __ . _~ __ ~~~" "~& ••• ~.rY" .I"~~~·" "...

~::~::~~e~;;l;~~,: :....,:..::::::::::: :~:::.:. ':::._1__ 1. :~~
I
I

'''-m11lPJ'1l Li[lht.. - - -.'.-.-.-.'.-.-..- _... -.-.-_ :-.-_-.-_~,.il
;:·";JrJI~:nlL~.,~ •• ~ ... ~~, ~

1):lci6,r, ~_ .. ~~~.~ "~'-- .. '~~r •• r. __

l:J-ifl~1II8.~&~•••••• _

ltalnhow _.. .- __ _

,wnol" oiL
I

Ron~. :N .."'. ofT......,}. W'hoJ""il. .Il<>nc_
· i,

10, noo

Pn~f.nd.ll'.

~\ ["pO

I!, ilOQ

~l, ,-lO{t1 ~ ~7(l

J,:,WlI
;ioI.71)

Raf'll":4"

(:70

Mlt

!j(Io 4, (l(\l)

__ _.. 1'-\1_0 ! "_~_llf>l_'

Tot - •• - l3. m;(t ; 114_ 200

'FI(if1:'nt~n ,.
P.IlWTI ~. __

!l. 'H\l\

a
1

n(;Ji) .

;.:, u~n
O,MO

;\10

J~tJ·JCn. ..d.s. I

.\ Ol}fJ 'j Patin('
12, ~)(:!O .; I)l"'.\~ ["f1~:.'"1

~l.Ij{lO : Rainbow. __

7 ~ ~o : ~ea Br~7;e

1-1:. .':i LlO ~r h om,K.!-l, P'-OPf'.

Rar'rtli.

30V

RW

P50

680

IlI'O

H~\1

V60
11)0

K~\

1<50

! In:H ~~'I:"

.j ~llIn Ro....l:1\l~d

.MC'l~~Tlr.r___ _~ ~~ •• ~~ .•• ~.

Ykunt Wol1ft<ltml_ •• _••..•••.. _ ..

.\inrmO:~1 •• _~_~r •• _~~~.~~~._.~ ••• ~.~ ••• ~. ,"

Northc,.., Light_ .. - __ •••..•. " ;

.....ll.r m Barker __ . ~~ ~.

(\)l~1 .~_.r~ .. _.~:": ... _~~~_~~~.~&~.. ~_~._~.~~_:
EH1,ll ...• _..• 0 ••• r ••••• ~_ ._. ~ ••

[(O]." \he

TIle },'rn-th /'"dfte ,rhali,;g~~I of 187\1.

j "'hoJ~ "n.
"-I~--

! Barr&'. }'c..n<to.
17,000
1:1,(0[10

15,000

6,000

B,·rnl6.
J.150 '

1,25\1

1,000
4(\(l

, WhoJe oil. I Rone.:8"",. of ..--I.

1<").. UOO ' Ra.inbow ....
1.:::',I){lO .: ~ea BTef"r,f'I_

~,ooo ;1 Thorn"" POl""
~, ~,(l\1 " YlgfIRntl._

lb. fIOO il I
12.• 00(l il l\DGAI\TOWJo'. I
1(,.(100 I; T'''''ph' BiT'<!. -.. •..... j

11-. 000 i! e... :< 1'1I...."etIO(.'O. I
4t 500 j; !

13,(I4)O::~ FT1mc!~P.1JJHu. ~~_~.~"~" ~"""""".""~~~~-~! 00() 3,r.oo

~::I,~:::::::::-·::::::::::::::::::::::::::· : ~~
10, oooL Total _.••. _~:~.•.=~~~ ,~~-..-.~-~.-I'OO-..''-_-_-_-200::=,5(J~O

1,lj;J

1, l!Oll

95(1

600
1.1(1)

1,2IlO

1,1,W

!l75

Ah'JtIllliuk.cr. . _-_ 1

Co,...1 ,
Ell __ _ .- _!

~1~~T :: .. ::.:.-::::::::.-.. : .. ::::1
!Junter .. _ 1
,foh" l101l'land __ .

.li'6rOQrylt .. "~r •••• ~.~& "' .. ~+~~ _~

ldOUllt Wolla!ti<lu* 1

Xonno.n _. _....•. _ _._ .

KorthE>ru Light ""'" .
J.>Bc111c .
l'rogreu.._- .. --_ .. - -." .
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TM Ntn'th Padflc whuUftg ;Ike! of 1880.

1M
1,800
1,100

100
600

2,000

2,000
800

100
1,200

900

I, !IOO

1,150
I}(Ji1

15, 400

56

180

180

40 I .
800 __ .

"'~I

:)
12,000

2j),0lJ0

28,000

23, DOO

19,000

25,000

30,000
7.500

~G,fiOO

17, fiUO

17,000
28, 000
38,000

25,5Qt) I
15, 000 I

_ .. __ brl!!: .. 1

lll>GAIr.TO'InI' •

~-------------'-----._'--"'_-~-----'_....-_._-----_._--_._.-
: N ambel- Ba~ I Pound'" Ba.r!:el. Pound. w:oJ..
ofw14U~". ...-baJ." oil. whaL,hon.. ."exm oil. "".Ivory.

~~-----_. . ._----

1,~1
1,700 I
l,OOO~

I, 2,,~ I
J,4M:

t,8O(I i
00(11

2, 256 I
1,'550 I
1,1fiD I
1,OOD

2,15<) \

16!J41'
1,100

I

TropIcBird __ __ .
~i

~.....n __ _ " ' I>Oh<JO"..r ·i 12) 550 ,I 23,000 .

D",w" b k:, 13 I 1,400 I 17.uoo i·····

=~,,::~~~~:~::.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:~.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.: ..:.:.:.:--..:_~::: ~~~. j--2~~~-~~: :: I ~::: I::·'::· 1,O~
,------~----_._-------_.......:.._-_-:-._--

Al:>rahAm lItik"y __ ""' __ .•••••• __ barlt..
Conol. __ __ _•• _ __ """'''''''' "'" do .
Eliza __ ......................................................... .• __ •.M ..
Fl""twiDg , .• __ __ , do•..
H.len M..r .. __ .. .•••_ __ .. __ '. do. __

Hantel' " .. " dO :

::~~~~.~...:.:.:.:.~~~:.:.:.~:.:.-:.: ..~.~~.: ::.:.:.:.:.·:~:.~~::~~:.:.:.: ..:·:~·.·.··.··.~~~~::::I
~~~'.::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::. '''.::::''::::'':::: .. i
::;:,,:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.' :::::::::::::'1
Tho Pop" __ __ __ do 1

l'~.

20,000

2~.OOO

IJ(J,OOO

:M,OOO

7.000

1,200 '17,000
(M 0,000
000 5,000

1.400 2lI,000
141) , 8,000

M, 7iO I 8ffI,000

8All" FRANCIROO,

Dawn __ ..
Franol. Palmer. __ __ _ __ ._ ..

B:ldRlg<> __ , ..
Bea :8_ __ ' '
Tropic Bird! .. .. , __ . __ __ ..

T~ ~ 1-\-
tJ..,... Bea.

a,OOO

12,OM
24,000

80.000
18,000
24,000

U,006
16,000

:!COi
1, ~50 :
1,400 j

~::I'
1,400
1,200

1.006 [

NMll<>O,_C_V_<>tl_"_lll .J W1>..I~"it 1-.·~~:- .I-~ ~~rn~o~.':""""l. __• I~aJ"Olt 1__Ilon_"_._
:NEW B&l)P'l)BD. I .Qo",,~ l'oW>da I) m\w IlltbFOlU>--<l6ntino"ll. ~ I

Abr~mBa"ker , 1,200 a,uno t, Paclll" ,. . ..'... 1,200

Atlantic...... .. --.1 7UO n, (lOO • l"roI(l"MR. . .. __ 1,500

Reln<I"re · -- l,BIJ(J i ' .1~,1)(J(I ~i"Ikl """"'''. 1. MIJ i
Coral ..-- "' __ .c' 1,450: 24,0011 Tbom"~ l>ope -- .. ,,-- -., , l,2M I'

Dl\DI"IW"bet<>~... . ,..... Reppbo...... 350,
EIIll81 __ ..
Europa., .. __ __ ..

Fl""twlDl': -- ..
Belen!4ar __ ..

;.:::.~.d::::.::::::::::: ::::::::: ::::J
JooepbJJl8t -- :
NMtb&nl Light j

• Lot<t J(I}y ll.
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Th~UJILlin~ Balo"W.~ ~.~ ~.~_. ~ ~.~ ••.. ~ ... ~._

RllnAUTOWN.

GOO 8,000

1,0l'O H\Od)

~51) ~ ~. too

1100 I 4,1)(00

225 :1,8(00
;
,
,

I

6(00 i 10.000

l,fl.';(l ~a, IlOU

1. 0110 14.000
9u{) i 14'oon

I
:J,-.I i 5,O(J(J

7m) ; 8,000
l.:JOil I 34, f'.r{I{l

I:~ale "j], 1

1

-- n"n~._

• Barrd,":"_ i p('1,l:Jid&'_

. ~

._-------
2"2 t 975 : J60t 500

~ .- _!...._ .. _------_.

.~~ •• ~ ••• ~~_i

!'Lost M ..y e.

SA>< PR-.UlCl~CO.

Total .....

R(1WbF":'ad, I'!ot-l.'amer
Corn] _

D~WD _

1·~ta.n(·.E~ J~alml~T ._

n;"<ilgo_

&,~ lhol~f:'·;::;"'" ;md tender

NEW nKD1i'OlUJ.--,.......Continued.

1 O.bil.~d

R.llululW

l{L'iIlt1~r'" __ ... r •• ~ ••• ~._.~~_.~_••• ~~,

8~.-Ilpho~ __

~t:llLL'L{Hll

¥lHJnl! P}u:eu:ix

\"on
fl, IJIt~

lH, !I00

:'(1, ~)nl)

ILI'{I"
Jl.Wn'

~5. ,-.!)U

U_ 000

-- ·····~I·~·~~- --····i·~--
-._-_._._----------~- ----- -

Xome Ofl'eol~'. ~ IWl1~Oil·t noue .

-- ----N>:W BlI.IlPOR1', I Bu."",,/>. I p",,,,a•.

...._. &-0 13, ,"'u
~~~:;~a~:~~:':::::: .::::::':::.: ::::::':'::.: ~:~uu I ~. UOu
.\tlOlltlC . __ _ " lJ, UUO

Heh"t'(\.t·l'e l SOORllJ-er.,. ~,~~ •..• ~~ ••. ~ ~~~~~~ ~ ... ~-j 7CJQ I :.\ Oli'O

Eli,. . _ ; w,n I 6,000
EHTOll:l? TT T.r_T_~~~:~ __ .~ rr .. __ ~ ... j 1150 llr orm
FJf:t~1Win~ -~~----".-i 1~2G(I j lll,l)PU

Gazelle. L.... ~OIJ .: :1:_ ll(ltl
I

(h'orgoiWd 811Ef,3.n ._~------- ,- ----------~~--'f gOO:

llelcn Mar. -- I S~IG

~:~:~e~~-~~~l~~~~-..-.. -.. :~~~~ ~~ ~ ~~~: ~~~ ~ ~i 1, :~~
,Toh" !InwLaud __ _...... __ 1. 7,,')

J """phi". _I :100
Lrluia,a 40(l

!l[allOl ... ... 7UO

M~tl'"'y alld SUf3a:u . _ I 1, 050

NOJ~horn Light __ ___ __......... 800

North ~t.ar1 RteiFlmert

Tire ]I'orth l'acijlc whaling fleet oj 1083.

1. ,,00

4'00(J

I~,OOO

~, 300

8.000

POlJndii,

3,OO(J

-----_.- ,.~---_.'"'-----------------,-------

N.me "f ,"""""I. IWhale oil. Bone. i~ N_"_ru_e_o_f_V~:_L___ ~~~e_oil·I Jl.o_'_"_',__

.. -~;~lRD~~-~··--~~·1 BQ:~:~-·- ·--~(ilU"ltdB. :NEW BHTfFORJ)~('.ondll"tled. Bu.rrf.f.8. I

A~r..m :a..rke:r. __ .• . _ GOO 6,700 ' Roind...,r· - - - __ •.•••.•••. _•• _. _. _ 400 .

ArtlOld __ .•...•.. .••. .. 100 St.Q1Dbo,,1. -- •••....•••• ,. 5iI

.\!l~ntlo .• __ ., . . 12<; ~ 1,300 Y"UUIl: Phren!" __ .. ___ 300

'Bolvedere, B~er _.•... , . . •. . ••• . . 5(10 : 8, 000

E,,"'P'" " . •.••.. 650 Ii, ~O eA." Pll.."C1SCO.

Floof,wlng _ __ . 275 3,000 Amethy~l.... __ .. _ 100

G~'..lIe _........ 140 5,906 BIIloa et".."'er., 4_ .. 100,

G."'gealld s.. -- ---..... 256 1,4lIO In..•.-h-.l,"teamer_ ' llOO i
Bel"" Mar -- ---...... PO i 1,400 i ThfnndillgBll1o'W_ .. __ 1 UO I'

H"lIter 12.'; 1,200 J't Con.I --- .. -................................. 3&l i

J.cobA.H(I ltmd........................... 3(10 4,41)0 IC:f&II"§ '1 ---- " ,

,r"bn HowllUld t --, -...... 2.'>0 2, 000 I n.wn - -.... ~OO1< j ~'~
Jo.ephlll•••. -••. , _- ,..... •..... 330 5,500 I! Ell _.- -- ..•.......•..•.•.. 1 " ~ """""

Lonl I_ -.. .•• suo U, (000 . FranaieP31mer. - __ • _._ .. ' __ _.-.1. ,
Lueretla,lIteamcr. 1M i 1,500 Htd&\g<:> - .. - _ _ i

llf"hel "'''. "" __ .....•• '....... .•..•.•. \uu i 4,5011 N,,:rwhal, e_mer _ , . ·~·I!- 6,000
Mary and 1I"len, .toamer (Wl'lvj . . .. . • .. •• •. . asa ; 4, 60U Orca, steam"r _ __ .. ; 1, 300 26, 500

:.lar'yBndS" ,. -...... 200 i 3,000 8e.al'lreer;ll • I 1.'KI 1,~1J(J
XQrlhem LlgW .• '''''' ....•• ;l2(i I 5,000 W.and..-- :::::: :.::: :::::: .• ,.:::: lU i 1,!l\)~1
OhIo 2d ,. , ., 3:;1) 7,000 , 1 _

nalnbo ,............ C5ll1 1,000 T"W , __ ••• 1 10,1.~51 169,400
'-~~-~. ~_.~ .

• JaJ'l'il-_&a. t LoBI. Jnl117.
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TM :Sorth Paoijk wJta1in.!l}ket of 1&'4,

, .._._ ...__......__-.._-----.-----------,-------
Whllle oil. I Bon...

-~r---

1J",~. I ['<>undo.

~OO : 2, 000
1,700 I ll{),ooo

400 ' In, 000

2.80 5, 000

IlfKW »&DJ!O\\D.

i'
Whole oil. ' llnn". I'

'---1'
lJafltls. ! P{!1tnd~'. I: ~.p.N FllA:NC.uscO.

Ab,~<u ll~rk<,r__ ., ,,, __ ."... 40~ 7,000:; AIl'"thYB~ .

Atn.,lda - .~.~ •• - - -~., --- ~-••.. ~ ~.~. ~,.~ .. - _.~, i 3~'Or- ! ~l','l~~~ i,) 11.~lLl)~~::~~:,t~~:a:e~-t-~~ ~ .~~~~~~~~ ~ ~~~:~~~ .~~~ ~~~
Alliulti" " .. """; ~ Q v

lldvnder",.t-<>Jltonr __ __ 2G!J.' 3,000 I"llonndilll!Jlill" .
Fleetwiua _.~~r __ ~ •• ,- .•• -.- •••• ------.. OOl.l I 14.dUU i COTal ~~-_~~ ... r· • __ ••• __ ·~··.r __ ·· __ ··· '.
G~1:r.;t,Il('o __ . r., _ •• __ ' •• ~ __ • __ ~r~ >_. _.•••••. ~ __ • . _~. rrn. __ ~. or .:; Dawn - --_.~ .. , .r. - _ ••• ~ •• ~ -_ •••• - -- ..... -

G""TI'" ,,"uti SUB"" · ···1 ~10 : :',500 : Eli." .. "............. 1:10 ~OOO

:U~1"I1 Ma.r : Emllla, F.1I'I":lT1want - .. ~.~ .• ~~.~~I"-~~.~--.. 1~CJ.7<-) U l l500
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DAVIS fl'J'lu.rr ANI) rrUDSON DA.Y }<'ISIIERY.

ORIGIN OIl' THE FISHERY.-Tbe whall,·.fitihery had boon extcn8ivelyprol:loouted by tbe Dutch
at S]litzbergen :lnll on the east Ma"t of Greenland for more tban 11 hundred ;yearg before it wa8

fiJUIHl uecet>sary to 8t,ek,other field". 'fhe Dutch wel'{J the firl>t to push into new waters and cap
ture the alliml1l8 on the W08t CO,l~t of Gt'N'uland in Davis Strait. The.)' inaugurated the fishery

tltere in the year 1719, aud IHH'(j soon til!lowcd br oHler EUTOlwan natiolls, Probably the ffrtlt

American YtlS8tl] to vi",i t Dil,yis Htuit sailed from :Kl\W l'~nglaud, Ululer ellptain Atkius l in 1732.
HI' j~I'uiSf',d a8 far as GGo north. In 1736 "evcml whaling vCll~ls returned to New England from
thol:lc part.!;, and in ] 7:>7 tlw, Dash; Strait, f:ler<t from Mtu;sachuStltts alone numbered between fifty

alJd Rixty vessels) a dozen of which w(~re fltt,ed at Provincetown,
Douglass, in his Hi~tor.r of NDrth .4. merica, puhJ il>hoa in 1760, BayoS .. so.IfJ.e New England

IllOIl 1t few years since attempted wbating ill tbe entran(:(J of Davis Strait, but to no advantage;
they gcnernll;y ll.rrived thert) tuo lat{J, in keeping too near the Labrador shore (the;y kept within 00
leagues of th(1 ShOrtl, the;,' should han' l,cpt li50 leagues 1;0 sea); t.hey were embilSed. and impeded.

hoY the tieldl> of iet'o Lasl, year [1745] ,Xalltuckct brought about 10,000 barrell:! of whale oil to mary

k~t, this ;real' tl.le,r do lwt t"ollvw it 8U ill lllll.l , bccau$(lof the low prioo of oil in Europe, notwith·

t'\taudiug tid... y.'ar they fit out six or seVen. \'6::;861s for Davis Strait, and l:Iij.il end of Maroh; they
snm(~timel> make Cape Pare-well in fifteen da~'Ol, sometimes in not less than six weeks. The

whaling season in both Greenlands i::; in May and June; the Dutch l:Iet out for Da-vis Strait
b{'ginning of :1Ilareh; sometimes th(lyare a month in bfJaring ro weather Cape Farewell; they
do not af1"ive in the fi.shing·~round8 until May, Anno 1743, perhaps a medium year, the Dutch
had ill Davis Strait. iit(~' whaling fillips (at Spitzbergen or East Gl'ewIand they had one hu·

dred and tbirty·seYen whalers) ami got lSC\"Cllty·Rix l111d 11 half whales."

The American whale,.fislwrs wa~ very pr08pC1'0US just befol'e the Revolutionary war~when the
annual northern fleet fitted out from Massachnsett8 numbered onehnndred &DdeighV-three
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vessel8, measuring 13,820 tons. Many of theoo cruiaed in Davis Strait, while the rewainder pur·

~ued the fishery in the Gulf of Saim Lawrellce, about tIlt) Straitil of Belle Isle, and'in other northern
waters. After t.he wa,r th(~ lm.sinp".s was greatly r~duced ill extent, and th(, BorthI'm tleet llnm·
l,..red only ninety-one vessel;,;, VOl',\, few of "lvhicl..t wer,t as fal" lJOI'th as Day!!; Strait. There was at

t 11is time, however, a great iIlt~re:lse ill the northern fL'!herie:s from Briti;;b and FnO'/lch portIS, many
Hf tht1le foreign ves8e1s being cumnwTHlt·d amI ill 80m? case>; JOHlJIwd by Aml'ricHn whalemelJ who

hud settled in England, wiLel'1:' tlley might, i'lke advantage of tile bonnt;> sSl::!tem.

The war of ]$12 t,o 1815 lw,twel'lI ll.lt' Dnitl'd States nnd England had a \'(~ry depre&ling illtlll

elli~e Oil the American whale-ti,,;bl'ry; a.ftt'f tlw war it n~,·ived, hut the northern crui."iug' g'l"OUndlS

wNe abandoned for the nWI"!' profitable ,;otlt,llt'rn fldl!~ that were Jess expoOled to danger and

yi('ldt'd an abulldance of sperm and whale oiL

IlIWJVAI. OF TUE FISHERY L .... 18·1ti.-It was not uutil the ;veal' 1846 that Davis Strait wa,,;

agaill Ylsited hyour wh:tleOleu. 1\1 tItat ye:ll' the fOhlP !lcLellmlll, under Caprain Slate, ",ailed h'ODl

~ew London on the 8th of April, and retunwt! Septl'mber 17 with about 110 harrdl::! of' oil. Part

of tbo officer;; alld crcw~ of thl~ YC8Sel Were Eng-li15hlllf'll eXl fcril.'ll(:p(] ill tbt' tisllery in tho"e wate1'~.

Although the nr.st voyage was not HS 8 ueet>s,,:fuI fiB l'ouJd lit' Ile,~irl'u, Jet tbl' !tfcLe·uIlau was again

f1twd in the spring of 18·17, am] .sailed !llareh 5, l't'tllnliug Odohc-r [j with 1,111 barrell; of oil and

V;,(lOO llounds of bOlle, be,.;id'll:> S4}i ";(laT.skiliS ohtailJl:'tl ofl rllt; S 1~\dtlU lldland eoallt aT the begiuning

of the "eason. In 18-19, 1850, aud 1851 other- 'myag'e,'! were made. aud ill 1652 the ve,,,sd was lost ill

Ute Dlt\'is Strait, whilo Oil her sixth vorage to those watero;. The pro<luet of her s('\'era.] \'o.rages

Wa~ ahout :),500 ha.rrels of whale oil and 51,000 poundo; bone, besidel> It few thollS,Jnd seal'8kimJ

amI some barrels of seal oiL

Capt. S, O. Buddin~toll,who 81l.iJed OJ1 the McClennaIJ on Lei' Hlyag:es ill 1850 alld 1851, gives

the following aceount, of those :tnd subscquent voyagel::! ill whiel! be panieipated: "On 11.11' 7th of
]\fareh, 11350, 1 sailed ou the M(~Clt:'llllan from "Sew Loudon bound for D,n-il' 8tl'aiL VlI'. were

fitted for lSealing' al:> well it!> whaling. WhNI we arrived 011 Tlw eoal>t of ]II(,wt'onndland we saw

Ileals on the ice some 40 miles from laud. III erni~ilJg along the COa-Nt it.'" fur a~-tlw 8traitt: of Belle

11:110, we captured about siwen bUIldr~d ;;e...1I:;, 6l.ving the o;kiu,; and blubher. Allllut, the middlo of

JIay we quitted sealing-and \';-ent 'wlIaling of}' Diswe, Gl'e.()uhmd, :md ill RaHiu'l; lla~. \"i'e got

.live whales that !:leason, and arrived Lome Oerober 32. The lwxt ytla.r I t>aih'd again ill tLl' JIIfl,[JJl;:',

TeNsel, leaving New London Ifeb1'l1 ar;y 8. Wb i1e sealing Juring the ~pring :.]ong Nt',dou mllantl

awl south of Davis Strait we got a\)ont cleven hundmtl I:leal:s and two whale,;. 'Ye did lJot
f!:1) a,!j far north Ql> Di8eoe thi;, ~year, but whaled ill Uumberhmd Inlet. Wbl'lT, Wl~ got. 'a few whaler;;,

and at the close of tile sea8ol1 tbe vessel left for home, arriving at ~ (H\. London, Octolier 28, with

~,')ti barrels of oil, 4,900 pound!:'; of bOLli', 1,100 seal.l'kitJs, ami ,':;(llUe ,seal oil. The entire crew of
tlle McClennan did not return home in her, bnt, myl:le1f witb a gang of tw(·lyo men werc left to

"pend the winter in the inlet, for the purpose of trading witlutm nllt.jn,s and C:lllturing- what
wIlaI;;/; and seals we could. Vle built tlw fJ'a.llle of It hnt. from t;pan~ Mutl' left b.y the veHsel, nud

covered it with sllal·skins. Here Wtl l'ipeut the cold winter, oCt'lIl'ioll!lIly sl'euring a seal amI Imr·
~~aJ:ling articles of the natin~s in exchange for knivos, powder, &c. 'IV,; wcre the Jlrl>t whalcmell

that ever spent a wintt1l' in this regiO}I, At the opening of spring we ftlUJHJ \vhale~ ill eom,jderahle

abundance, and with the aid of the natives sccured durillg tho .\ipring and i;UDnuer mont.hs ~ixtun

t'mall whales that yielded eomliderable bhlbbl!r, and about 16,000 poulJds of DOlle.
"The MUOlennan left llOIl'Je in the spring of 1852, but never reached the iult-t. It lIS thonght

she was lost nea.t the entrance to 'DaviN Strait,. Aiter WHiting long enough to be satisfied that

oqr ve68el WOuldIlot taturn to take us home, we shipped our oil, skins, and bone on a.n English
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vessel, and sailed Oil her for HUll, England, leaving the inlet October 1, and arnvmg at Hun
No..--ember 7, when we Bold our oil, whalebone, and seal-skins. I started for the United States

on &11 Ellglish vessel, but silt! was disabled and rt'turned to port, wben 1 shipped on another
Vt.'ssel, and arrin:,d in New Loudon ahout tIle mi;ldle of .January, 1St;:!.

"011 ,Jnl.y 1:-1, Ui5:1, I sailell agail! fol' Davis Strait,lIl! tlll' brig GeorgianR. "Ve did not stop
for seal on the N~wfoulluLJlIl (,nast, hut h;lstelled to Cund'erlnud luld" where we spent the ltinter
with the ,-ess('1 froz(>1l in tbe iet'o 'Ibis was the first ",llaJing vessel to wintEr in th(:, ice in the

vieiuity of Da"is Strait,. '" l' had quite a I>u(:(~essful time ill cat<:lling se:tls ami whales at the

OJl;:>lling of spring, taking wlvRlltage of til.' first movement of tbe icc W!J{'l1 wllllIe:> lVere almntlant,
alld we secured f,w('h-c in two days. DiH'iJlg tlll:' elll ire nly(l·ge we caught twent.,Y-four whales that

)'ieltlell 890 harrell'; of (Ill i\ml 16,0(\0 pOHlHh. of bmw. l~~- tradt>; alitl e\l.ptUl~ we got, about l.{)(){l

seal·,skins, wortb at that time alJOut 7,') N'uts apit'tll:' at N..-w J.,oll<.lon. AlTived home Octoher 8,
1854_

"lu tbe year 1855 I sailed again in the ;;ame vessel, leaviIlg Xew I..ondnJ] April 11. SOllwof

HH' crew w~r{', (1i.ga.bt('u h~' "curvy "whill~ (In Qur way north. Thi... dela}'ed us, so that when \ve reached

Frobisher Bu... we were too late ill the sea.sOll for wlHlliug'. \\lc wintered in the ba;yamI had a

terrible hard time of it, Im.iug fourteen men b~' seun",Y. AI-( ,won a .. tile ice opened in the spring we

started for home, hut our lllen were weak :U1(] il iook [L.~ stw~ml weekll to make a few miles. After
many diffiilUltil:'s we finally roached New Louden Septldlllbel' 27, 1::l5fl, with 110 cargo ex:C(~pt about

200 seal·skins obtained during the wiuter.
"Ill 1857 1 "wiled on t.lH-\ G{,oI'giaua a,gain, and had a W\rS· good vo;yage, leaving New Londo!.

April n, aull arriving hOllle Deeewller 20, with 600 llanelli of oil,12,000 pounds of bune, and

about, 200 seal~kili~. 1 trie(l it again ill tbe same "CSl:\el iu 1858. 'Ve sail€'d Jnne 1, the vessel

and outfit being- valued at $9,000; wcut to OumberlaTJu IlIlet amI wintered there, and retllrDl~d

llOlIL{~ Deeemher ii, 185D, with a carg-o valut'd at $21,OHO, 'fbis wa~ all excellent \'os'ag(j and quite

It COl1trast, to the terrible hl~n1...bi.p8 of our t,rip two ;H'(\.T8 b~fon.\.

"On l\la;v 29, 1860, I \n~llt north iu the bark George Hellry. Capt. C. "F. Hall went with us.

This wa", hi", first trip to Uw Arctic. He has written jill aceount of it in a book entitled Arctic

Rcscarebe8, published ill ] 81)5, Our wha.Jillg·groullcl 011 this voyage was ill Frobil-lhcr Ha,)', where
we wintered two seasQU8 returning home Selltcillber 13, 1862, wi.tIl 5(;4 bu.neIt> of oil, 10,100 llouud!,

of bmw, 430 ..,e<ll-skins, au;! 250 walru/l·skiu". As tbei>c Were the firtit quantity of walrus·skim;
brought home by allY whaling vessel, we did Hot know whether the.v were of any merchantable

Yalue. "We had prepared them hy salting a little and then drying on the rocks. They sold at 50
eellts each ill New I;oudon and were used for belting. During the winter months we lived witlJ

the llatiWM in their hut". 'Ve got short of proviMiollt'J l1nd moved from place to place, so that we

were sometimes a long distance from onr "e"Hlel. W!lerever we. went we took a whale-boat and

g(',al' aloug with us, rigging the boat on a sled tor this purpose. Oeeasionally we would pull the

boat to thu edge of the icc aIld go in search of whales, captul'ing several in this ullmner.

" I sailed in 1~63 OIl a YO.rage to OUlllbcrlaud Inlet ill the schooner Franklin. We wintered
there alld arrived home in 1864. I made t.wo YO'yages after this, each tolerably llucoossfnL"

From 1846 to 185:l the McClcnnan WIl8 the onlS American ve1Ssel fishing in tho vicinity iJr
Davis Sbrait. In tbe latter ~feal' tbill ve1>llSel "'aM lost, and in 1853 the Amaret and Georgiana
were fitted for thOi:l6 waf-em. In 1855 the ~Ol'gtj Henry was added to the fleet, and these three

comprised the eut-ire Davis Strait fleet until 1860, wheu ten yessell:! were sent out to those waters

The \"088(\18 that bad been s~nt north prior to 1860 were generally of the older clas~ and not
thoroughly equippoo ttl!" se.....cr6 battliug with the icel hut thu.t .reaX' two lalj;t'6 I5hiplII were included
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in the list. These were fitted at a, large cost for the express JturpOBe of pushing farther west

through Hudson Strait into the bay where it was anticipat-ed abundance of whales could he

found, and where no American vessel had (\\'('1' beef). "\Vithou!-accilrate cbart~, in wah-rIO totally
uuknown. among ice and strong currents, in 8llOrt da,Vs alhllong nights, in fogs aud gales of wiud,
with large compass variations, these adventurous navigators pushed their way, and reached the

lon~itude of 900, llpent a winter there, when the thermometer fell to f.iOO below zero, obtained
eargoes worth abont $60,000, ~U1d returned to the United States in 1861.''''

Sitlce 1860 this fishery has bl'en puwmed with \'aryin g sucee8s; tll e total u nm ber of voyages
fitted sinoo that date has been one hundred and eight, a.nd t.he largest numll{'r sent out ill any
oue year was nineteen vessels ill 1864. Abont 3 per cent. of tlle cllt.ire eatell of wlmle oil and
5 per cent. of the whalebone taken lJy the American fleet from ]870 to 1880 was by the Hudson

Bay \'888eI8. Most of the whaling baR been carried on in numberhwu Inlet and HudRon Bay, no
Americans having pushed on as far north as do the Scoteh f<t!'um whalers that cruise up ao; far
as the seventy-fourt.h pa,rallel. The first stram-whaling vessel OWlH:,d in the UuitRd States was
the steam-bark Pioneer, seut to Davis Strait in 1866. She Mileu April 28, and arrived home

)fovember 14-, with 340 blu'rels of oil and 5,300 pounds of bone. She sailed again in 1867, and

was lost on the voyage, being sunk h.y thl1 ice. The best YO.rage ever made b;r the Davis Strait
fleet was by the bark Pioneer that sailed from New London ,Tune 4, 18G4, and after passing the
season in Hudson Bay retl.lrned, September 18, 1865, with 1,391 barrels of oil and 22,650 ponnds
of bone, valued at $150,000.

The vessels in this northern f1e(',t must be double planked around the bow and along the sides
near t.he wat<>r line as a protection agaim:;t the ioo. Thi~ pilmking will last for severnl year,";. No

eopper or meta,l is used 011 the bottom, and but few sails are needed as t.he V(~8E1el if-; frozen in the
iC(I much of the time. The natives are of great a8SifltauCl:' to the whalen;, helpilJg them in taking

whales and al80 in procuring fresh fish and meat. On t.ho Scotch "tramers it is the general

custom to cans' the blubber bome to be tried out, but ArnericaTl whaler" hea', as in other parts of

the world, prefer to try it out on board the vessels. The Scotchmen cruise about these waters

during the summer months, and then return home, while many of' the American vessels winter in
the ice.

Most of the. whales taken in these northern waters are of the bowhead or polar species-which

is peculilY"ly an ioe-whale-and is the same 8cS taken by the Pacific.Arctic fled. Whales have been

taken in the vicinity. of Point Barrow, with harpoon" in tbem bearing the marks of vessels that

bad been pnrsning the fisbery in the vicinity of Davis Strait; lienee it Ileems certain that there

exists a pallsage from one ocean to the other. An iustance of this kind is given by the Honolulu
Commercial Advertiser, in December, 1870. It is an account of It ha.rpoon whieh was found in a.

wbale captured by the ship Cornelius Howland, of New Bedford, tllen cruising in the North

Paciftc Ocean. It is the custom amongwhalemen to have each iron stamped with initials desig

nating the ship to which it belongs. This is done to prevent dispute in case it is necessary to
waif the Whale, or in oase boats ft'Om two different ships lay claim to one which has been killed.

While oft' Poiut Barrow the Cornelius Howland took a large polar whale, in the blubber of which
was embedded the head of a harpoon maikt'd ,. A. G.1" the wound made by it ha,ving healed on>.r.

This was presumed til· have belonged. to the bark Ansel Gibbs, also of New -Bedford. But she

WltS known to have been pursuing the :llshery in Cumberland Inlet and its vicinity for some ten
or elev~nyearaprevioWlly. The obvious inff'rence waR that tbis whaJe must have found his way

-~~~---~-

E
• Hr. It. It. Chap8lI. of New London, ill. letter to Capt. C.

:l:pM1tion.

SEC. T, 'VOL. 0-1 .

F. Hall, quoted iu Narrative of the Seoond Arotie
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fhml ocean to ocean bS SOllIe chmlIlel unknown to navigators, and that at some seasons of the

~ear there must bc an inter-ocean l:ommunication. The Advertiser adds: "We have heard befon

of ill/stances where whales have been caught, at Oumberland Iulet with harpoon!! in them, witb

which theS have bl!en struck in the Arctic U(~eall, but we believe this is the first authenticated

iUMtanee of a whale having been caught in the Arctic Ocean with a harpoon in it from the Davil'!

Strait "iueY
Scarcely any efrort has ever bt'en made by Americans to find whaling-grounds to the east of

Greenland or at Spitzbergen, "here the Dutch and English ouce found sllch profitable fishing.
Two American .essels lIavc been sent to the Spitzbergen seas; one, the Hannibal, of New London,
Q ~hip of 441 tons that sailed May:H, 1855, and returned March 21, 1856, with 28 bll,rrels of whale

oil; the ot,lIer nmwl WH:'< t,lIe bark Tempest, also of New Loudon, tltat sailed l\Iay 21,1857. .After
au unsuccessful eruise Ileal' SpitzIJergeu and the east cousi of Greenland, she sailed for the South

Atlantie and tlU'llee to the :Korth Paeific Ocean, where, after several cruises, she obtained a fair
m.rgo, amI rdUl'Ilcd to New Loudoll in 1861. The four .yean;' cruise of the Tempest was not proilt~

able, but rm:ulted in it los:;; of $7,000. The owner being asketl how he could lose 80 much by the

"-oj'uge, said: "1 will, b;y way of rt'pl•.,., mention a few items; and the reader may draw his own

inferences. Cost of n~sf;el; intel'('l-;t on t.he same; outfits; interest on outfits; provisions for a

Iarge crew; ad 'ranee to crew; dcsertion of men; shipping new hands; repairs on vessel; wear

Hnd tear; staviug boat; clothing for illen; new sails; few whales; insurance; commissiou;

leakage.; gaugoing; eommission; wharfage; port charges; taxes; more lea.kage; outgoes; freight;

fog; thunder."
AnMher attempt of AIllerieallf; to wha,le in t.he waters north of Europe was made at Iceland

ill the years 18G5 awl 18tlfJ, b,\' Captaill~ Duhl and Rosee. They proceeded to Seidis Fjord, in
la.tittHle 6.'')0 18' north, with two yessl'],:, Ow bark Reindeer, of New York, under the American flag
and fI. littJe steamer call\'.tl the Yi/>iOIlary, wbid! was built in Seotland, and sailed under the

Dani",h flag, They hUll two w-hale-boatR fitted for catching ilie whales tbat were towed by the

stelllllt\r into tlie (jorll wlH~l'c they were cut in. The first seaSOlJ proved unsuccessful, but in the spring
of ] SGG, twcnt,\' sulphm··bottom whales were taken :rielding about tlOO barrels of oil. Extensive
HrrfLug(,ment:,; Jm,l heen malIc to earry OIl the fisbp,,\-, steam oil tr.y-works haTIng been built on
laud. l1l the wilJter of IS6T)-..-'66 th~re was sent to Iceland the Dutch schoon'er Jan Albert, that

bad beell J'f'tIlodeJeu. into a screw flteamer ami named the Litells. The crew consisted of Ameri

Ca)L", Daile;;, Scotch, Hnsl3ialJs~ and one Polynesiall. They furl.her employ.ed two swall iron

iOlvHmcr", built in Glill'll!oW and Liverpool, fl.nd called the Vigilant amI Stegpideder. By the end

of S('pt~~1ll1wr the;v had takl)J1 fm'ty wJ)a!l~1l that ,\'ielded about 2,400 harrels of oil. Although this

AlllElricun attemIlL to cIlti1uHslJ <1, wha.le.fishery at Iceland was parLially successful, yet the returns
ail cOIllpa1'l'd witt! the expenses of the undert.aking did not warrant its continuance, &ltd the fishery
Vi"R::> abandoneu.

T~e :fishing by Scotch ,esst}}s in Davis Strait and east of Greenland, as also the early history of
the Spitzbergen whale·.fisb('l')" are di",cnssed below under the head of Whale Fishing by Foreign
Nations.

The tot,alnomher of American vel'lsels that have engaged in whaling in Davis Strait, Hnd80n

BaJ', and Yicinity, ~in~e the revival of thi" fishery in 1846l includes 16 schooners, 7 brigs, 13 barks,
7 I'Ihips, and J. steamer, a t.otol of 44 vesselA, of which 18 were lost on their voya.ges. The
entire number of voya.ges fitted out in the same period was 138. •

RECORD OF VOTAGES' 1846 TO 1879.-,Tbe following table is a reoordof each voyBge made

b,\- the American fleet to tIle r(~gjon of Davis Strait and Hudson Bay from 1846 to 1879 :
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F'olfGgu oJ th'J Da.rill Stra.it ana H"d;lo'li Bay flul from 1841\ fu 1879.

Willtere.i ill :FrobilWer StroUt; lo,,~ 14
mC'll ftom I!!IcurTJ".

_:. llrillil.;'lit hom(!- th('J ;p.l)-ando1lM fIlh1p ReAo
: lutt'l. of tlll::Eu~li~he.xpedittOD in &4'iU'c-h
i of Frankl ill.

.---; J"i8~~~' C~~br,~ir~~: ~~~~~-:;..Z:t
'K.aIU"·'.'ol ~:rpndit.ioTl.

,

.__ "I Arri·md at L::t'IJr.Wor h.lt~, a.otl wallo :f1'01.!~n
! In the i/"e frum OctubC!r. IK';.4, 1.0 JlllYt

18~i:,:,L.

2~, 000 I
10,900 I,

17; 5SO j
30 000 I
f,700

3,010 I
9,000

15, 700 : Yin' m'm died"r~,

2,160
17,1511

9'

700

1Ii, llOO
........ r-t bJ. 8",1_ BaT, 1....

7,'JIIO

267' b.7oo: :F'rozell in the ice ell(ht montM '\ took th..
: flNt wh..l.. ,Tnl.~ 1, lind wa. in I Jnl" 22,

H~' ~.M)n

Hlil

4tH

360 8, D09 ,

w.I(t , 16,000

l,IM 2~,O(l(l:

lU

t/){),' ~,ooo,'

1, CilO ; ::4.000 '
1, l2? ! 17. 8~0

f1,500 : Put..o .A."'t~:rd{'-f.l!'I, ~'h~.()tlR1}cl. -on atat')~IJlt of
: the n·ll<.~llioll.l f!, .....nt h~lnl~' ~,OOIJ poondg
I h~nHl~ l".hre..~m-t'lHd.it':d(Jf :!:'Ien.r...")' in 1M2_

.')64 : 10, 100 ! 4!'":rll ~eQ.l ~ n.1 2GO "\\"alt'TI~ ~ki n ~

69;; 14,700:
8t 0-00 ! Abo.ndoIH'tl [n Cu.m"t~rlttnl1lnl'€'!tO~tnber•

r 1801.

1.000
, !!GO
319

Cle,n. :

i
184 i

I

11,1361 i
22,1861 :

l~~ 1801 )

oot. Jl, 186<1 :

S."t. M. 1S6ll i
Nov. a,l~,

Oct. 25, 18ti7 '

O"t. HI, 1863 i,

n. 1!l57 D~,. 20,1857 :

!

A-pr. n 1859, -

.11'" lJ, ll!6Q; :N"v. 11,1581

)['ll', Hi, 186(1 i Oct. I~, 181lH

. )Iay ZO, 1~60 IN"," 3,1!ffi1
; Mnr~ ~l~ lr:tli) I ,Ta.l~. !)~ 18m

, ,
_: ~y ~9, IS;).!', D~(". ~n, !S5r, !
i i
1 ,

i
N".. Lund<>n __ l.h"o, 1,1858! Dec,

"

.1<·",ir.UaTt:l-V_

X('!w Rt\tlford
. "U~l

."'. do

Nt"'" I"",don __ ; M oy :'-9, )~6() S,,!,lc 13, 1862 '

.... __ do .. _, Mas 1.l~6u (let. 7. HlliJ :

...... do ...... : M>ll', 2), J860

91 Xe'" London

; .
)00 I...... d" .. -" .. : Apr. n,1855 &>pt-lG,18L6: (;IMn.

91. 1

1

Ne,,' London .. i ,July 1<:, 1~~ : A~'f!' <9, H~ ,
1110 ...... do ..... __ ,J,,]y 13,185" ! O,·t. 9, 1~'" i

I ; ,
, i
I

91 i N(f~~~ L.md(lU . .s~pt. 7.1~.)4 BUg. }~.1855

I

30a ! X<w London

91 iN.'" London, ,I M..y 21, 185~. 1~57
:)03 I...... do , IM~y 21, l~iW, ' ~.pl .. n,)R57

I
91 ! N t'w L<Jnd.., ! &pt, 7,!8M Sept. I. 11158

I i
1110 : K ew 1,,,,,,I"n_. ,: A pt.

100

,
513 , lfa1r Hav"" ... i .)'lily 21, 1!'6IJ O"t.
:195 : N....- Lond"n. _' Juno 1, llWO ()"t.

-WI IFair &""0. __ loTnne la, 1860 Oot.

1140 i New 'Bodford 'Io"t 31,1861 Oct. 12,1S6<I 1, oM
5111 _. d" _•... ,. N"v. ~8,1861 Oct. 17,1862 1.20[;

819 Now Bodf<lrd _ -&.1'r, l~, 1862

au do _.•.••. Mooy 5, lR62

100 I:New London, May 9,1862

176 i .New BOOfurd. Apl', 21,1il62
. ,

28l'i I :N..... 1.<mdon. Ua~' U l862
I

1
·90 t N.....LondOl1 •. ) ifnnt' 15, l8tl3 Oet. 25, 18113 ! 51

lIllllli"t'w IlWf<>rd. A.pr, 20,lllG3 Oot. 25, ISM I 1 (146

3311 ... , 010 ....•. 141'r. 21, 1M3 Oot. 27,1864 3ft

: .~~~::~~~::I~~:::=I'~~·~~~!····~
tn " ....4-0 ... ,: ··1 ,J"uJ!& ll, 1ll63., 0<1:. 4., IBM tiM!

-----_._-----~ " ..--,,,,",,,--. ------~._----_.__._---
.._I-rOD__'><,I!. Purt, );.ailed, i Retur"ed. !Wh1Ll~! Whale.' :a-o.rlu,
__ ! i oiL : him•.

_____. ..~ , _ . __... i.. .. .. . .~~ _

'i I ::;,i :.Ba.1"ftr.[g. ,I)ott..rnU~i

376. Now Lund"" __ , Apr. S, 1~4G' S<lpt.17.1MG' 140:_ -. . __ i
37ij .j ......do •.•• __ .I M.s.r. 5,1&17. Oct. 5, 1&17 1, 111 ' 15, 091~ , ~(~ BOahkin~.

376 :_ .. _.. do •. .- ' Mal'. 3, l~j~: Od. 16, le11l; £110, 12,000 i
3761 ,I" ..••• _ ~br. 7, lHiO : Oct. 2,\ 11i59 ' (50 7,000 i 7W1 ~"al,"kin"
a7fj _.. _•. <1" •• __ __ Tel,. fj. 1~51 1Oct. 2~, 11,,:,) , 258'.,900 i L J.oo ~eaJ·ekin.
.'71} !~. _~ r ~dQ , - il Mac -I JJ.!,~2 I - I LoJrit ill .f}fi;v1~ ,~u.l.t...

RIg.

1M1_

Am~kret . .

G-e"tg-o n,'n'1'
G~·O~i..'lDII.

.!laU.ibal_

X~eorv~t;J.. i
i---

18ff>-18;2., I
1>1, CI",ma" --"' 1 Ship .•...

Do <1" ,,_"

Du, -. .1'.' .do ~- ---
Do "'_._ " do .

:Do. ~. ------+i~ •.do ~ .. ~r~
Th> .....1•• _<1<> __----"'1

ISfi~.

An",rei. ... --------1 Brig····"I·
G:oorho";':m.~ .-.--r~~.!•• _du ~ ... ~ •• r.

!
BrJg .••... j

n..l'k •.••• ,!
1

t7f!{U"gia-D:l .•• ,~ •• ::Bri~d~~Hi

lS:lC.: i
Ama,,'t .--.-, .-.- .. j Brill: ... "'1
(}Nll"~e lle.:n:r.v _~~_I 'BaTk~ •• ~.r

1857, !
1

An,"tM --, .- •••• Brill: .. Ii

(h~(lTgialla ~ '~-' .•. "I~ •.do... _-~-

185~. I 1, i
Gf 0 tl..rim1a. .. _~ BrI~

.. 1Jl5~ ---1 .. "' ....:
. i

A"' .....t. .... .... [ Bng !

1116(1, I i
Au"Ul O,bl:", .••• J Shlp __ _ _J

AllMo'pe .. . __ I Ba.rk --- 1

~~:~~~.~:'~--:.,.~~~: ::::::i
.. .B=k . i

- -- lll'i,l!; ---- --I
"'j SbiP"""1

"'."rthem I.iglrt -. _,1 __ .'10 ..• _-'1
~,~:eQr ~~~-- . ··· .. 1 IISb",rk .. - ... 1

.-·····1 p ..•..•

tlI6l..' I
Ant,olo!>" __ ... , ...ill....k ••••.•

X"rlhel'1l Llght .. 1 Ship •••... i.

'002. I !
.heel Gibha_ .... __ Bblp ...... 1
m,.'tk Eaj<;le .••••.• Bal-lr. _.•. \

ne.orglall.. . .. "'.. IIrlg 1

~rc..y '.raft ..... - .. 1 :a.n. ..1
I 1{Pn6~l· •• ~~ ••.. ~. T ~ I-.' do r. _ ~:

1~. I i
Antol'. __ .. ,., -- _i &booner _i
And""wa -c. '" i'llArk _•.••
Daniel Wel,.16r ".[•.•do ......
Jl'rnnklin . _•.. "! &ibooo..,r.
~ Rli«>l"f.. .)Bark .....
..t.on.".. , ,,j llttc ,. ,. .._.

".2'78..•1".. .",,-,.



100 HISTORY AND ],mTHODS OF THE FISHERIES.

V0!Jagu of the DaviB Strait and HndMm Bay jte8tB from 1846 tlJ 1879-Cuntinned.

Crr:"ohoo In tb" lee In Hnohnn lla)' In
1863; ....VflD men 1_' 8tU'ri,"," IIUt
f,,1'OO. ""ete!y from ""Id and NPO"":re.

7. ~541
795

22, 600 "V"h.o of ~""J!O, .1IiO,OOO.
3,000

16.1JOO

11,500
2,900

8;000
10,500
14,000

6,000 I
e. ooo [
3,000

7.300 I

12, «KI
800

t, ~OO

12, 000 ,
3,000
8,000

Il,OOO

6,300

200

10,000
1~, 000

320
200
+10
200

2(1

500

800

50

650

226
28(1

600
lHO

781
70

300
Clean,

ISO

766

J28

Cleau.
Cleo·n.
.. 287

2,082
271

1,170
472

75
1,391

100

IWho-Ie Whale-'
Returned. o~t o· 110. ;

1 ;
'--~-_._----~

Sa.il.d.

IRarr.18., p",.-..a..

N"w Bedford . A.p~. 20,18113\ Oct. :u,l-864. 1,270 I 20, !lOO
Fail' Ib...en ... ,.June 15,1863 ---- .. - .. -----j- ..... '... -....

N e,. Bedford IMar. 17,1863 I n.c. 19,1865 \ 100 I, 200

81
21>1
3511
a05
176

tao

J II N"w l1<lMntd. M&Y 7, 113#
2tm ' Sal'-" Borbot, .1.June B.18M

W7 New I.ondon -f Mlt}· 0,18&1

_._ .. d<> '-""'1 An".3I,ltIo34
" .... do 'llone t.l864
_.. _._do 1 Apr. 13, 1864

N6W B~lfurd _~ JU1lb '21 j 1864

New LuntlOOI IJ"nne 30~ 1864-

95 ..... _do ;.Tnn<l B,18e4
......do : May 28,1804
New Bedford .: .A IjT. 4;!~ I 1S6J

K """ London.. i .June :m, IBM
'Nc,," 1le<lford : May it, l~M

...... do , _''\'1'1'. U,18M

Fllir H• ..-on May [,.1864
Nflw I,ol1don,.: ~I(llU',l f, IBM

..... _do _.... __ !Apt. 19,186t
:

188

165

262

108

19()

r
Oct. 1, 1St>:; I
Oct. 1>18851
Oct. ll,l8tio

Sept. 2{I,I8lH

Oct. 10, 1865 :

Dot. 10, 18M!

Noy. 131 186r.i

Sept. 18, 1865
Oct. 28,1~

S<>pt. 11, 186"
Oct. 28, IBM
S01'1. 21, l86~ ,

Oct. 14,18851
Oct. 8,18651
Moy 31, ISGfo !

Sopt. 18, tsw. i
Or.t. 5,I~'1

1

808 Ne.". :Bc~1ford .i Apr. 1,1865 Apr. 25.1888 1 1.0ail
336 _d<>o. ..... lu..y 20,1H65 Nn.... 14,18116, 703
ISS X" Lo"rlo"_. iM"-y 17.1B6;' X 0,<,.18,1866 i :ri6

118 .o.'" d" , Apr. n 1M5 "opt.H, 1&16 i 5M

192 ..... d" " iM"r. 7, IIlIIG Nov. 9, 18611 I &B4
U<6 New:Bedford ,.Apr. 18. 1865 N ITv. 7,lS6/I Il23

101 :N..... Lond"n .. ! (Nt. 28, I~85 Oct. 8, 18ti7 , 300

I i,

:~~~:~·~~:I:~· ~:~: ~~~~~~:!
2M Sal\" n"rbor ! MIOJ 11,1866 Sept. 18, 1867 ,
148 Gl'oton_ ..• __ • !Apr. IS, 1866 Oct. 31,1867 i
177 New Bedford . iApr. 10, 1800 O-ct. 8, 1867 '

105 N".. Lrro.d<>n .. ! .lpr. Vl, 186/1, Sept.H, 1861
128 .o. do __ _.1 ,)"-oly a, lI!6ll: NOT. 20, 1867

lOll ,d<> _' Jnly le,lil86 KOT.20,1867

2381 N Bedford . Apr. 18,l~ Oet. 81, 11ltl7
134 ... _. do . __ . May 8, 1888 Oot. 25, 188'l

01 Fair HI''''''. __ May 1. tBOO Sept. 22. !l16'7
1!28 p"w Bedford. Apr. IP, 1866 Sept.I~ 1867
lIU New Londom __ Apr. lIS, ll!eG INov. 14., 1S16. I .
UlS do ..... __ .TlUIe:as. 1MI , Sept. It, 18&11 86ll 8, llOO
101 do .. __ ,,_ .TDIHI 2B, tileilj ()cl.. g, 1366 iU 6, eoo
77 __ do ....... J Me e, llle6 Sept. 2e, 1866 Cl....".

I

i
277

1

New Bodl'<Jl'd .1 May llO, 18117 ..

188 New LOlld~Il.. 1Apr. 11, 18117 Aug. 27, 18Ilil 1'13'I 18, 4.00

11& __ .'" do , Yay 2,1867 Sept. 10, 18ftll 393 lI,600

1921......<10 !u.y lli,11Hll Sept,l4,l868 ellS 8,700
21e 'New 'BtldrOl'<1., Apr. 2.1Sll1 Nov.la, 1868 378 8, 889
212 I New L<md"" __ : Val'. :ro, 1861 ..

i
lllI3) New lkdford .T1lOO $,1868 Sept.ll8,I86ll
217 Sag Harbor... ,Apr. 2tl, 1888 Oct. 7,1Mf

Wm.Thorn\>AOD.... Ship __ ," 4.9"

18M.

Nil.me of "e••el. j Rig. -T00". ;

18Git ---1-" --.-.--
Northern ',Ighl,.... ShlP .. ·... 1 ola
p"v-IHOII , .••. ,,"" Brig..... 150

Bla~k ElOgle...... .. 1I&rk .
Coo~otdi&.. . .... i' ..do ..

Corndill -" " .. - IS"hoo1lcr
.Era.. -- ." ,_ ..do .•• -.

G(!Or~r6 [lnd MuI'Y· : ::Bark

G t>orgll\lJa : Bri~ ~. ~ -
Ghcl~r _. __ " ...... 1 Schoon,," 
Helf:-ll P. - --_ ~ _.(10 .~~ ••

haLel ... __ ........ '" _do ..... -

LetutljT ~~~ .. ~r.rr~.1.~.do .. or

Milwood Enrk .
Monticello_. __ _, .do ..
MornillJ: Star_ _..do ..
()rro,y To-ft -; .. _do ..
Oxfnrd _ ' Brig

1Pi<IP.er , Bark --
g, B. How"".... _..do _.. _._1 101

jllll.~.

Anllr,,'\TII ....... _.. IlaTk_

1>..,,1..1Webo-ter. _ Rhlp _.... _
Era. .. ,., Schoon""_

Fr klln __ "" .. _dO 1

l bello __ ._ Brig .. - ..
MUwood ."" n..rk __
S. B. nnW,", Schooner'l

An....1o:: 1
Ro-rk 1

BlMk Eo.gI.e do -- I
Concordia. '>"._ •• _ .. do -

Comella.,.... . . Schooner.

Gt..cier do .. ".

George iflId Mary"1 Bark .. -
G-oor,;..,n.. ". __ . __ . Brllt .. - .. 

Helen F ..... _-." I Schooner.
Morning StIlI-..... BlOrk ......
OIny Taft __ .. .. _<10 ..,.

Oxford '" ,. BrIg .
Pl<lIIeer .. Bark .

Pioneer. " '> • .. • • • • I'ltean>er ..

Qnrobte, .1 &hooner.

S. B. HOWN I do ..

lJ.D "'~~'-""" do .. , .

~ j Bal'k • __

E · 1SohOOnel'

Frankltn do ..

l5abelb-.... Brig ..
Mllwoocl 'BaTk. __ ..

Plo"oor. . su-m.,.. ..
18611.

A.rulBI GlbhA __ .... &~11. ..
. CoI!.OOrdi............ ...do .
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YOlfllllM of tM Do.'ri8 Strait "nd HtJiil.a... !My Jff'e/8 fTIJlll Btf:i to 187ll-Coot inu",d,

·1 Lo"t In Rnd"DO En:v Ot\i<>ber 19, 1872.

i 't"~£~7~~t~~~~~~J'''O~~
! aQ,:roo ~ 15 at crew died of $ot'nr't'y.
! N otblIlIl: bnt fteil!bt: b:roklln Ill' In 1873.

1,600 I'

228

, _. _. ~ ~ t Lu~t on lllaek lA<ad I!ihuHL

13,131

8, 1~8

LORt In 11l6B with entire e""",

13, ~oo :. LORI. in Gnmberland Inlet November IG,
1 l%7E. .

I Loot- in Cnrn berland lnl<lt In 1869,

75

878

180

l,45Il

Apt. 2G,1871 ,Nov, ~,1871

J"ly 9.1871 Sept. 2G, 1873
May ~l, 1871 Ckt. 28,1872

Sept. 25, 1871

303 ,N<,.. ll-edford. Dec. 13. 1871 .

2171 'New lAmloll ..
195 I !ofOW &dl,>rd .
100 No..- Lon,lon ..

216 Now :Bedfonl .

115 New Bedford. Ma.y 28, 1812 sept. 7,18rn
Pro..; .. "",town. May 29, 11172 O.t. 8, 18'r.l

I'M 'Kew ile<l.fl>Id. July 2,111i2 ... _... _. __

1~8 '''''' do. Aug. 5, 1868
lOil .... __ uo J'nne 20. lSGll

\
91 I Fair liBoven. 'I Jnly 20, 186J5 I······

WI! ::;; ew t..-.nd on _ J w'" 20, 1808 , :N."'. 0, 1869 C1eo.o.

18B IN"w London. Map 11'186911 Oct. 5,1879 523 5,400
il9 1----' do May J8, 1!!Q9 Oct. 5, 1870 4n ll,~

1112 !...... do , Apr. 14, 1869 I 0, t. 15,1870 527 6, 587 :

~Ift New:Bedford! Apr. 6.11>Ii910"t. 6, 1870 {l\IO 15 900 I
105 K.'"" London.. II Mo.;- 18,1869

1

, -- - -- ...... __ 1__ -'- _ -", Loot in 1870-

J j
&03 'Ne.. Bedford. J 1lIIO ~I, 1870 lOOt. O. 1870 1, 340 2'~, 040 I
lOS Now LondOl'. :Ma.~ 3, 18~0 l>l'ov. 20, 1fl71 425 5,000

101 __ .. _.,10 .rul~ 7,1810 __ . ' .•••• L""tintbelnletinl117S,

I

Rig,

Sohoooer _
nark

Brig __ ....

Schf>flll'"

'r"llO,I pon,,- ..- r"'-~"jJ,:~" "'-I--;::~~ed. Iw;,tt'" h~:~~ 'I Remuk.. .

--.-.-..--.-- ..---- ._... ~----~--_._-- -----, --.-.---~.. ~.--l---~ u~ ~~ --~ ~-------
, I

B<t>"'r~/.6.1'm""".,
148 Grot<>n ....•.. l1..~, 26,18£18 S"JIt. 23, 186ll B3 I 1,7m [
105 )few J"omlon. May 16,11lllS Sept.17,llll19 450 I B,OOO!

187'1.

O.ford .. __ IIrlg _..
S. ll. Rowea .. . . . . Boil OOner .

18l111.
Efill. .~~_~~ -+ -- 8cbooDcr_
Fr""klin do --- _

I",beJln __ •. IIrig __ . .. .

M~wood __ •.••••• -- BIIrk .....i
QlUckotep .. .. .. . .. Scbooner.!

1870.

AD••I Gibbs ..... __Ill'"k . -- ..
G.or~e n.nd Ma.-y - ~ ~. ~ do __ .. __

S.B.IIo.."" .• " ... _ Senooner

IB7l.

A""el GlblHl ..• ' ... Bark .....

I
I

Conoor<!la • ... .. .. Bark i
Glacior ---" -- ... do ".'1
Isabolla __ ...... Brig.. '''.
Milwood Bark ..... 1

!,
A bbl.. BrBdfotd. ___ S.hooner. I
,John At....ood .••.•• __ .do _' '
nn-ay Taft lloLrk .

11178.
Illlb..U _• . . . . Brl~ .

1068.

C.=eliio -- .
(loorgo aDd Mary ..

Q<-<,rglana __ .• _. - - .
Bel"" F .. • __

l8'fO.

Georp-llll4J1t1rr•. :Badt.,. ••. 10li N_lledkt4. J_liI,tm Sept.22,lSBO

Doo1ia~..•,~,. IliN_Umdoo .. J~1&,1879 N01V." 1m
Bra ••••••••_•..:. ••• ,•.~,.... , ' 1M ......do., ..... J_SlI,1lI1ll 'NOT.llf,U80

1874-

A bM. BradlorIl.... SeboolJor,. 115 New Bedford . Hay 12,1874 Sept. 24, 187&

N.De ••••••.••. >" ••• Ship ...... 2DlI New LondoD .. Jon" 15, 1874 Dec. 9,1874
Pre.ident ..•_._ .•• , Barl< ____ .. 2511 N ..w Bodford . JUlie 9,18'14 Sopt. 16, 1874

187~.

Isabella" ..•••• , ..•. 1lrlg ...... 192 1'\_ L<>n<!oll •• ;Iu.no B, 1875 Au.g.27,llll'7
:Nile .._•.. -. ••••.•. Shlp ...... 2llII __ ._ ..do .'.' •• ' Hay 4,1875 J aD. 11,1876

l'ht!' 8.~At lna~ and a Loat'8 ereW 'Were
loot iII tbe ;oe Septemb~r 5, 187~,

Loot In Rndeon Bay Jon.. Ill, 1877,
vll!ne $'M.ooo.

4,000
5, 900 ,

I
4,500

Il,OOO

2,300

2,000

'8,000

6.000
3,600 I .

. ...... 1 Lo6I, in Hlldaon &y AlIlrII"t 115, 1871

:UB I,
4,000 I'
2,000

I
2 400 IMod.. fro.e to den'h. :BrOUJlbt hum" ro-
, mll\n" t>f IJr. Irv",,,,, of Frtnldiu hi>"

diti.\m.

I
I

70

600 ;. I~, 000

2013
2Q

100 i

3!lO I;
I

BOO i
1~0

20
40

2\10

1f>0

Apr, 10, W8

Doc. 4, 1878
Nov. l!T.1878
:0..0. 1,1878

218 New- Bedford. Jld:ay :Ill, 1B76

1," Ii.... Bedford. Jn1yI7,18T7
]3( Nmr Lond,on.. .tll.ly 11,1877
ell 40 ....•.. :M6:r80,1877

m ..••.. /10. ---- .. Jnly 11,1117'1

116 N .." Bedford. May 8, 187BA1lIl, n, l870 ,
1811 ••••••do - -- •••. ~y 4,1878 Sept. l,lB7tl i
10'1 do __ . __ •. Y ..yl&,1lI7B .. _ _.. j
77 do ••••••. Jll.ly 25.187B AlIg.lU, 11178

182 do . . .•• .. May H,1878 Aug,:u, 18'19
110 __ .. _.do ....... )lay 28.1878 Sept. 7,187{1

18'11.

A.1I~ ,"'" lIa.rlt ......

181'7.
A . .T, Rosa . _. Brig _..• __

11111. , SClhOODllr._
L. P. Sl..mmona do , "-
Nn...... _ Bark .

l878.

Abbl. llro.dtorli.... SohooDer..

Abbott"~.. lirlg .• ,...
A,.T. 1l.oM do ..
FrankUn '. . . .. •• . 5llhOcmer••
I be!lIl. '" ••• llri& ••••••
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7. lIlSTOHY OF' THE AlVIEHTCAN "7llALI<j FISHEHY l"lWM 1750 TO 1815.

The Dutch and English bad carried on the whah'-fi<31wry ill th(\ nort.Lern seas for several years
prior to tlJ e settlement of Xew En gland by Englishmen. Along the shore of Mat;sachusetts whales

wen' constantly being driven flshore and were secured b:j" the inhabitants. In the curly records
, of the coLonies we find numerous references to drift whales, but it was not uutil abollt the year
1712 that vessels were used, and thOl;e of hut ",mall tounage, 010 tha,t the:y ventured but on short

vo:yuges. B;v the yellr ] 730, however, th(1 vel>sels were of larger class and generallJ sloop-rigged.
TIy the year 17<:W there w,us it larhe Boot 8uiling from various ports in New Englund, which has
al ways beell thf1 8nterprisillg center fot the whale-fislu>,ry in this country.

The following exhanstive revil'w of the American whale-fishery during the period from 1750 to
1815 if; quoted from Starbuck's HistoQ' of the "Vhale l;'il:lhery printed in the report of the United

States Commissioner of I<'ish and 1<'jsh(1ries for 1875-'76:
BOUNTY TO ENGLISH WlllLEJ18.-" '1'he perjou fJ'QDJ 17))0 to ] 784 wa..'1 tJw roOf'lt eventful era to

the whale-fishery that it bas ever pfH';Sl'U through. For a large proportion of the time the businesl:l
was canit;d on under imminent r11'k of capture, nrl:"1t hy the Spani8h and French and after by th(>

EngliHh. The eolollial Davis Strait tillheQ-T seems to have been quite abandoned, and the vessels

cruised mostly to the ea.stward of the Grand Banks, along the edge of the Gulf Stream aud ill the
vicinity of tlw Bahama.;. tn 1748 tlJlJl£ngli;;1t l'arliament had passed a second act; to encourage

this fishery. By it the premium on ilJBpection of masts, yards, and bowsprits, tar, pitch, and tnI'·
pent.ine, and on BritiBh-made sail-cloth were to continue, and the duties on foreign-made saiL·cloth

were romitted to ve:sscLs engaged in this pursuit. A bounty was also granted on all ships engaged

in whaling lluring the then existing war; harpooners and other!>! emplo:yed in tht> Greenland fisb

ery w!:'w l'xcmpted fronL imprcssment. The cOlllrni:o!sioners of customs were, under the required
eprtificate, to pa,y the second tWl:'lJty Shillings per ton bounty granted by Parliament over the

first twenty previonsly granted.*' The sl.dps which had sailed during the previous .March or April
were to hn L'Qual sharenl in this bount;v with those whose sailing had been deb.yell. All ships

built or fitted out for this punmit from tlw American colonies conforming to tbis act were to be
licensml to wliale, and in order to receive the bonnties must remain in Dam Straits or vicinity

from May (sailing about Mas 1) until the 20th of August, unl(lss ~100neI" full or obliged to return

bj' acciden t. Foreign.Protestan ts serviug in this fishery for two years, and qualifying themselves for

itM protlecution, were to be trcatclI as though they were llatives.t The cause of this concession to

tLe eolimics was It part of Lord Shirley's scheme to rid Acadia of the French. It was his desire

that George II should causc thllIll to be removed to some otlier English colony, and settle Nova
Scotia with Protestants,+- and to thiOl end invitatiou!>! were sent throughout Europe t-o induce
Protestants to rem(J\~e thither. 'The Moravian Brethren were attracted by the promise of exemp

tion from oaths and milit-:lrS service. The good will of New England was encouraged by care for

its fisheries; and American whalemen, stimulated by the promise of enjoying an eqnal bounty
with the Britisb, lcarnoo to follow their game amol1g the iceberl,'"S of the Greenland seaa.'§ 'Th~

New Bllglandel'll of this perlOd~' saSs Bancroft,II' were of homogeneous origin, nearly all tracing

their descent to the English emigrants of the reigns of Charles the First and Oharles the Second.

TIleY were a frugal and industrious race. Atong the Ilea·side, wherever there wae a good harbor,
fishermen, fumiliar with the ocean, gathered in hamlets; and each retnrning season saw them

". In sixth )'ear of the :reign of Goor~11' II." "t Maas. Col. MSS., Maritime, vi, p. 316."
"I TIle carr)'ing out of<>tbi~ St!b<lme and tbe d68troction oftbe (!OWn,. ot Acadl&n8jnf>t;ly J:OOciVe8 ex«ln.tion."

"~llanoroft'"lIillt. U. S., v, p. 015." .. ~ IhW.. iv, p. 1f9!'
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with an ever-increa!:ling Ilumber of mariner>! awl V';!:liWlf;~ taking- the cod aml mllck\"rel, and some

times puri;uing the whale into the icy lab.vrintlt::; of Hle DOlthem st'.as; yot loving honJ{~! and

dearly attached to their modest freeholds.'
"Of this period Hutchinson sayl:4: .. , The increase of tbe eommmption of oil by lamp8 as well

as by divers manufactures in EuroIIl; has been llO 8mall encouragement to our whale-lll:lhery. The

flonrishing state of the island of Nantucket must be attribnteli to it. The cod alld whale 1isl.ter,r,

being the principal source of our returns to Great. Brita,ill, are therl'!im;; worth.y not only of
provincial but national attention.'

" A continual suecession of foreign wars, in Vi'"h ich t,he hardy fiilherruen an d farmers of New

England were coust,antly called to the aid of ~ngl:1I1d, coulJled Wilh a. continual succession of in·

toleraut measures adopted by the mother country toward the plantatioll!;;, whicl.t, in comwon with

the colonists at large, they felt impelled to resist l was gradually pn'paring America 10r tlll:' event·
ful struggle which was to end in its iUllepeudellce, By 1!H~ experierlce of the wars they lca,rned

their strellgtu; tilrougb tile pressure of the tymllnical aets they learned their rightii:."
EMBABGD OJo' 1757.-<; Pending the expedit,ioIJ fur tlw rf'(luetiou of Nova Scotia in 1155 an

emhargo wa$laid upon the Bank fishermelJ, 11lOugh th,\ l'ii'k of eaptm'e was so gl'eat that it of

itself must han; quite effectiHlly embargoml mans of thmn.t

"In 1757-the embargo being still continued upon the fishery in tbeBe waWr8--a petitioll
wa.s pn~sented t.o the generfl,l court of l\Iafl811chul;letto; frlllll the people ()f Martha'!:! Vine,yanl a,nd

.Nantllcket" representing that the memoria.]j~t:; •b~ing Informed that ,Your Honour8 think it not

advisltbJe to Permit the fishermen to Sail on their Vosage" llutil the time limited by the ElllDllrllo

is Expired by Reason that their fishing bank1'J whClre they Uii:ually proceed on said Voy.!ges Iyes

Eastward not far from Cape breton which may be a means of their falling into the hauds of the french

Wbieb may be of bad Consequence to the CommOll Call1>e. Your Memorialists would Uurnlily °bserY!.'

to Your Honours that that is not the Case with the whalemen their procedw'(j OIl their Voyages is
Westward of the Cape of Virginia and southward of that until the month of ,Tulll, from which Your

Memorialists are of the mind their is nothing like the Danger of their falling into the hands of the
Cape broton Privateers as would be If they went Eastward. Your Memorialists would further
Observe that tho whalemeu h,we almost double the Number of hands that the fishermen Carrs

which makes Their Oharge almost Doubhl to that of fishermen and ya first part of the W1Iale

seMon is Always Esteemed the Princillal time for their making their Voyages which Hthey lose

the greatest part of the People will have nothing to Purchase tLc Xecessaries of life withal they

haYeing no other way which must make them in miserable Situation. Your memorialists would
therefore beg that yr Honours would take Our Miserable Situation under Consideration and grant

Our Whalemen liberty to Proooed on Our Voyages from this time If it be COllsistent with your

Great Wisdom as in duty bound shall every pray*
., 'JOHN NOR1'ON (for Martha's VjDeya,rd)

" '.A1lrSR..u FOLGER (fOf Nantueket)'

"In compliance wit,h the foregoing petition the council pasaed this resolution (April 8, 1758);

'Inasmoch as the Inhabitants of Nantucket most of wbom are Quakers are by Law exempted

from Impresses for militaJ:y Service. And their Livelihood intirel,)' depends on the Whale fisbers"-

""Hlst. of' Maasaehu&ett8, i4 P' 400."
"1 A duty W&lIlaid upon the lIOIonista in 17t>6 to eupport • frig.w on the Bll.nh to defend thl\ fishery."
"+ Maaa. Co1.M8S•• Maritime, vi, p.:J71. From tbill pet.ltioD it would appeal' that, having an u.nf&vorable II6MOIl

at the southward, the WhaltmU11l would lltaad fur the lliwk.s hoping to fill there. If, h&wflvt'r, a. vf\6~l got home "'ad)'
~m the,norlh. tJiey frequently went on another voyage to the lWut,h lmd weatward G the "arne year."",
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AdvillCJ that biB ExcellY give permission for all wbalilfg Vessells be]ollgg to Sd TId to pursue tbeir

Voyages, taking only the IlIbtli of Sd Island in Sd Vessells and that upon their taking any other
pt,rsons whatsoevN with them the;y be subject to all the Penalties of the law in like manner as if

they had proceeded without Leave.'''·
THE GULF OF SAINT I'AW"RENCE AN l) STR.AI'l'S OF B"ELLEIsLE FISHERY.-" In 1761 the

fishery of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and the Straits of Bellillie was opened to Ollr whalewen,

and they spf.'€dily availed tlu'lIlselves of its wealth. This was the legitimate result of the conquest

of CanadaalHl the <:~~S8i(lll of territory made by France to Ell gland at the concl m~ion of the war,
a re,mlt, which the colouists ]wd labored hard aud spent lives aud t.reasure unsliutedly to attain,

but of the bmJefit (If wl.lidl Ihl'S wem dell!,iued to be defrauded. A duty wall levied Oll all oil and

bone carried to England from the COlonies, nud by unother oppressive act of Parliament they

were not allowed to find for this product any othcr market. The discrimination between the
plantations and the mother country was made the more markel.1 sillce at this time the rt'sidents of
Great BI'it:lill were allowed a, hOUIlly from whi,')h he provincial8 were deharrelL Against these
iIJju~tices the merchautl'l of ~ew England, aud tLO::;6 of London engagctl in colonial trade, l'el.;peet

fuJly petitioned. They represent(>,d tlHlt •in tte Year 1T61 T11I~ Province of Ma;.;c;aclmsetts Ba:.';
fitted out from BOston & other portst Ten V~llsel~ of from Seventy to Ninety Tons Burden for

this Purpose. 'l'hat the Success of these waH such lIS to encourage the Sellding out of fifty Vessli'ls

ill the Year IT62 fm tlJe lIame trade. That in the Year ITI,3 more than Eight,~· Ves1;els were

illlploy'd iu the same Illa.Imer.+ That they Lave already imported to London upwards of 40 Ton

of \'Vtwle Finn: beiIIg' the produce of the two first year/:!. That upon EDtring of the above Finn,
a Dnty wa~ required and paid upon it, of thirty one POUlld ten shillings ¥' TOIl. That the

wei~bt of this DutS wa~ render'd much heavier by the gl"l'at reduction made iu the lll'ioo of Dutch
HOlll' tiince thl! Iluffilllenuemeut of this trOOe from £50U to £330 .po 1'011.' They N'preseut further
Ihal~ the rea;;on for the I\(luferring of bountie8 UPOll vessels iu thi/:! pursuit from Great Britaiu Was

to rival the Dutch,9 but in spite of thi:; encouragement there was not enough oil and bone
brought into Bllglallll by British \'esseh~ to supply the demand, They also reasoDed that Parlia

ment could not intentionally discriminate between the various subjects of the Crown, granting

". MM~. Col. 10188., Mll1'itime, vi, p, an, Marthll>'s Vineyard ltPIlears to be i[,,'1lored in the onler!'
"t As already e:i;pl&ined, B06t"n was the port of entry for many of the Cape townfl &ndit",own illl}llediate 'Vicinity."
"; According to the following do,l\'gerel there were l:llwenty-five whaling captains !;!lolling from Nantucket in 1763:

"H'ha!..L",r, b~ Tlw",a. lru·th, Jr. 17113.

Out of N.ntn<lket th,,ar'. Whalelnell ""veDt\'·llve,
H11t t.wo poor Worths among tho>n dolh _""",,7$,
Theil' i. two l(arnsdills &- their'. WolMl.blU'Y'. t1ro,
Two Wal" tb.,..., ie, elm"" whioh on" pl_th yo"Q,

Folger. tb lrleen, &: B"rnBrdll !.ham BI'fI fOlll"
BnDk('l'<' th6lr I_ tb r"" k J "nkfnJI"" nO more,
Ol>Tdn6rl1 th.m i. ""ven, HDllIlOlYlI their lId:e two,
Pinkha.m. their ifl.llv" IWd ... pour Deloinn,
Myrick. there I. three &; com". there 1l.l'e .1..
Swains t heir are r""r "",l 'Ine blue gaily Fitch.
0116 Cbadwick, Cogebllll, Cole"",u tludr'. but ....
Brown, B&I1:<>r, two> &, Paddeoke thet<> t.. thres,
Wyet, Stanton, SlUhnck, 'Mootse 18 four you .66,

&1. If for. Voyage 1 "'.... to "hOOle a Stanton,
1 would 1\111.'·e.8auuny 0111. &; ebOOlIlI Bon Stratton.
.And lint torget that Bocott 10 aliT<>,
And that long'llI'Dtch m&kll!lllp the oenmty.tlv".
Tid. I...........ring 00 the l\flt, yon_,
lilad""lp in eevem_ hDlldnd 4:; ainy·tJtree."

" § The Duteb from 1759 to 1768lllmt to the Greenland fisllery 1,:!'l4 ships, whioh took 8,018 wbaJ.e&,~ t..a..19·
barrels of oil an'" 8,785,140 pounds of bone. (Soo1'e8by.) Great Brita1nin tho lIAm8 time .IleDt about .cme-tbird.*
numbilr of ~llip8." . . .. .
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to one a bounty and reqniring of another a duty for the same service. They, however, ask for no
bounty-they arc content that Great, Britain should alone receive tbe be.nefit of that-hut they

I'limply desire that they should not be taxeu with a duty on these imports."·
ENGLISH BOUNTY ABOLISHED.-" The knOWledge that the English fish Br;y, even with its

bounty, was tltill unable to fullS cope with the Dutch, or eyeIl to supply its OWIl home demand, as

wl'it as the de8ire of E!trl Grenville to forward certain projects in bi8 American policy, notably the
odious stamp· tax, caused Bome attentiolJ tv be pa,ill to lJetitirms slmilar to the lon'going, fortified

f:omewhat bv the presence of a special agent from Massachusetts to 8u~taill the position and urge
the claims there made. To \'urious sections various tenders were to be made. 'The boou that
wat> to mollify New England,' say!; Bancroft,t 'was concerted with IlSl'ael Mandit, acting for llis

hrother, the agent of MalSsacbusetts, and was nothing le88 than the whale·fisherJ" Great Britain
Illld sought to compete with the Dutch in that branch of industry j had fOt>tered it by bountie8 j

lmd relaxe.d even the act of navigation, 80 as to invite even the Dutch to engage in it from British
porl" ill British shipping. Bllt it was aU ill vain, Grenville gave up the unsuccessful attempt,
and sought a rival for Holland ill British America, which bad hitherto lain under the double dis·

couragement of being excluded from the benefit of a bonnty,t and of having· the products ofits
whale·fisbing taxed une<luall~f. He now adopted the plan of gr'dduall;v gi\'ing up the bounty to

the Briti!Sh wbale·fishery, which would be a saving of £3u,OOO a 'year 10 the treasur~', and ofreliev
ing the American fishery from the inequality of tbe discriminHting duty, e.xct'pt. the old subsidy,
which was I:lcareely I per cent" This is the most, liberal act of Grellvi]ltj's administration, of which
tue merit is not diminished by the fact that the American whale·fishery was superseding the English

under every discouragement. It required liberality to ac(~ept this result as inevitable, and to
favor it, It was done, too, with a distinct conviction that 'thc American whale·tiBbery, freed from

its hUrden, would 8QOn totally overpower the British.' So this valuable branch of' trade, which
produced annually 3,000 pounds, and which would give employment to mally shipwrightl> and

other artificers, and to three thousand seamen, was resigned to America."

EPFROTB OF WAR.-"With the people of Nantucket every foreign war meant a diminution
of their Whaling fiCtlt~ for there is scarcely any ri!!lk that whalemen bave not and will not rUll in
pursuit of their pre)'. During the years 1755 and 1756 six of their vessels had boon lost tl.t sea
and six more were taken by the French and burned, together with their cargoes, while the crews

" .. Ma~. Col. MSS., Maritime, vol. vii , p. 243. The ooncluding portion of tbia petition, inclu,ltng the signutnres, is
mi~sing, a fact greatly to be regT6tted, &II it wonld be exmmely inte:reilting to know Who the pcoulinout oil·mereblWts
of that time we~ 'Fhe following i~ the statement of imports of oil and bone from the. colonies into England aDd
from Holland to the lIlWle 6OWltry, which accompamoo the ptltition:

FinfI.

y....

~_,-,--~F~·AInerb.
1'. ow. LH·I- $ •• d.

1758 to 17liD __ ._. •• ._. ••.• _ 11 0 17 11 0 0

1710 """ 18 2' 28 111 /I
1111••••••••••••••••••••••• _......... W 11 8 42 2 81
1.:................................ 1116 15m 810
1'f1t 1.8t8 a 18 20m !I 8 I

'roW .. " . __ .c < -- •• - _ "l,iiii&~-;,oniO"l

Wluuklil

Dnty, London. Du~, America. Dnty, Lolldoll.
._----_.~-. ~.~~~~---- ~.~ ..~~~--_ ..--

$ • , 4. T. a. G. J/, I. a_ .;t •• d_

11114 o 1 3,245 2 2B 1,B98 13 g 1,436 B B

'ZI 10 4
1

2,~ 1 14 l,nS ~ 1 1, J4~ B /I

40 III o , 8,196 B 81 1, fI2ll 4 :1 I.Bll3 12 10

IlOll 5 oi 2,d3 II all 1,452 1lI I,O{j(I Q 4

Z.t15 9 4 . ~. 030 0 12 2.1142 11 7
1

2,m 15 n

2,llll6 Ui 21 l6.4lil 10 ll.1I41 13 '1 7,llIlII 1 11

tBlmoruft'a United Statu, v,p. 184.
l The bolUltj of 17068 had evidently been legialated out otexisteboe..
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were carried away int-o captivity. In 1760 another vessel was captured by a li'reuch privateer of

twelve guns and released after the commander of the privateer bad put OIl board of her the crew
of a sloop they had previously taken nearly full of oil and bumed.The eaptaill (If the 61001', --

Luce, Lad sailed with three otbert! who wel'O expected on the coa"t. The day after Luoo was taken

the llrivateer engaged It Bermudian letter of marque aud wa>l beaten. During this engagement

several whalemen in the vicinity made their escape. In the sunw month (June) another privateer

of fourh'flu guns tooK several wll.alillg vessels, oue of \vhich was ramiomcd for $400, all the prison
ers put 011 board of her, and she landed them at .Newport.- In 17G~ another Nantucket sloop was

taken b;v a privateer from tIle French WeRt Indies, uuder one Mons. Pa.lanqua, while she was

CI'llistng itl tlw yicini(~· of tht' Leeward I8Ialld<\,"
MARTHA'8 VINEYAlm L~D N ANTlTCKET ·W1IAU~RS.-'1At Martha's Vineyard whaling did

not 8l'em to tln'l've so well as at t,he sister island of Nantucket. The very situation of Nantucket
soomed favorab]p for the development of tid'! and kiudI"llll pursuits; in fact, the situation made
Them lleeessities, ",Vhile Ow Vineyard was quite h'fftile and of considerable exwnt, Nantucket
wa·s comparatively ;,;terile ItDll eircuilll-lcribed. At the Vineyard a liveli!.lOod could be attained

from tilling the t>;:J,rth, at. :Nantucket a large portion of that which sustaincd life must be wrested

from the ocean. A constant struggle with natm'p, and a constant surlllounting of those obstacles

inciuent to their 10eatiOIl and RIUTounding,,; dcn;!oped within the Xantucl;;etois a spirit ofad.entnre

which was c:J.n;fnlly trained into (~hanud~ of euterpt'ise ~nd u8efulnes~. Honce, the earl;)' hil;tory

of whaling 011 ?llartha'll Vineyard was not that tlltimate success that it was on Nantuekei, and

while the yetII' 1775 found tLw lattflr with at/eet of 150 vessels with a burden of 15,000 tons, the

former at the samo perioll could COllHt but 12 vessels and all aggregate of 720 tons.
H In 1752 Mr. John Newman and Timot.by Coiliu built a ve8~el of 75 ton!:!, but she was also

destined to a brief existence. On her HI:eoml vnyag(-l whaliug she was captured ll(l~r t./.w Grand

Banks by the French, and Captain Coffin, her IKltlHUander, lost his life, hi!:! vessel, and his cargo.

In the same year (17Ii2) J ohn XortoIl, ef'q., with othen::, purchasel} a vessel of 55 tons for the

carryin~ 011 of this busilles~, and, like her contemporary, she failed to survive her second voyage,
but was cast away on the coast of Carolina, Capt, Christopher Beetle being' at the time in command.

Mr. Norton immediately chartercd a yesflel to get his own ofl~ but on their arrival 011 Carolina,
his vessel was gone, with her sails, rigging, mul appurtenances, and he out of pocket a fnrtber

sum of $500 to the wrecking party, I~igilt years later (1760), Esquire Norton, with others, built

th{~ slooJl Polly, 65 tons burden. On her third wh~litlg trip to tht' southward she too was lost,

and lIy her destruction perisl.wd NicholaI'; But,let, her captain, and thirteen men. Repeated 108888
had roouced Norton to somewhat strait,I)TI(>d circumstance!:>, Qnd, t:lelling what IJroperty he had
left, he removed to Connecticut, where he died. ~

"It is impossible to separate in the account!:> of whaling at this time the share which Boston

took in it from that taken by other ports. The reports which may be found in the current papers

rarely gave the name of the port to which entering or clearing vessels belonged. In fact the
majority of tbe reports are merL1y rMords of accidl"llts, and it is ver;)' rarely indeed that tho

amount of oil taken by returning whalN·lol irl gi"-°tlu.

"'Ill 176j a whaling IilChoOllfJr, l~otlJmnnd~d by --- Biok:ford, was totally lost on Seil (')
Islands. The crew, fourtOOIl ill number, wero taken off by a fishing vessel."

LONG isLAND WHALERS.-'" Of the JJong It>land fisbery the only record aeoossible i.a the

meager one regarding Sag Harbor. Ewstbampton, Southampton, and their more immediate neigh.

bore: seem. to have been snpplanted by this YOl1Dger town.t Probably prior to 1700 vessels had

" t Sag Harbor VIM ftett,led in 1730."
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been fit-wd tor whaling trollJ thi~ pnrt; if so~ their identification is impossible. III !iGO, IJ{\wiwer,

three 8100ps Wl~re fitted out by Joseph COIl].lillg, .Jobn FOf.;ter, and others. They were llumeu Gnod·
luck, Dolphiu, and Suce6sOi, aud their cruisillg ground was iIi the vicinity of 360 north latitude."

RHODE ISLAJ.'ID WHALERS,-" Tbe mports regarding Rhode Island are equally meager.
Oecasional report/:; lwe to blj tound of the arriyal .. of whalillg.vcssel8, hut no report of where tbe._

cruil'ed or what o;uecess they met with, and no record;; cxbt at, the cUflWnd.lOuStl to help clear up

the historical mist. 'Varren COllies into noticf', at. tIJi" p('l'iod as quite a thriving whaling·port.

'rile Boslou .News-Letter of October 23, 171m, saJ's: 'Be.eral Vessels eillplo~'ed ill the ",,,"bale Fi"l!·
ery, from the industrious '.fown 0[' 'YalTen in RIJOde Island Colony, have latuly returned, having
met with considerable su(:ceso;. One Vessel, which went as far as the 'iVl\/:;teru I/:;landH, brought

hume upwards of 300 B,~rrels of Oil. Dome Ves8els from ~ewport ban>, <tlso been tolerably Buecess

fnL This Bll8ine~;Il" which "eems t,o btl cftrried OIl with Spirit, 11ids fair to be of ~'Teat Utility to

t,hat Government.'''

VIRGINIA WIIALERS.-" \Villiamsburgh, Va., felt thl' sbnulu,; mused b~' SIlCCN\!:\ in this Iml-d·

lJe~8; and in thl~ earls spring of 1751 stlYcral gentlcnwu suhserihed (I, sl1m uf money and fitted out

a small sloop, c.dled the Ex.periment, for whaling alon/{ the <louthern coast.. On the 9th of May,

IT;11, tihe returned with it. valuable whale, 'J.'his was the first vessel ever fitted for thit\ pursuit

fl'OllI Virginia, and w!lether she eOlltinul'd for any lvngth of time in tile business is uukuowII. The
eueouragemeut of the first SUCCt>iolS undoubtedl;)' eau>1ml :mother '>entuft.J."

nl-:Gl~NING O}' WHALJ~G INDrSTRY Al' X.r,;w BIJDHllGD.-" Iu the vicinity of 1'.'\ew Bedford

whaling probably commenef.'ll but little priOl' to 17611, I II that year 'VitliaI!! Wood, of Dartmouth,

sold to Elnathan Ehlredp;e, of the ,same town, a certain traer of htlH1, Joeatfld within the presPllt

t{)Wll of Fairhaven, and within three-qllarters of a mile of the cellter of the town, on the banks of
the Acushnet Hiver, 'Always Excepthlg and reservinp; "" ,. .. '" .. that part of the l>1al1l6

where the Try house ll,nd Oyll<hed now 8tands.' How long the::;e building'1S had been stl~lldiug at
the date of this deed i8 unknown, but the fact of th eil' being there then is indisputable, and, as it

was not the habit in tho1!le dayJol to put. up useless huildings, they were undoubtedly applied to the

purpose for which they were built, That they wertl (~nsitlered valuable IlrOperty is evident from

the fact of their being reserved. In 1765, fonr sloop::;, the Nalley, PolJ.r, Greyhollllll, and Haonab,
owned by Joseph Russell, Caleb Russell, ami William Tallmau, and from 010 to 60 tmu:\ bllnleIl I

Were employed in the whale,ftshery." In Ricketson'8 ' Hi~tory of New B l:'dford , is publi~hed a,

portiou of a log"book of tbe whaling. sloop Betsey, of Dartmouth, in ] 761. The early portion is

missing, the first date commencing July 27. These HlIlUll vessels usually sailed in pain;, and, so
long as they kept in company, the blubber of the captured wl.taltl£ was divided equally between

them. HenGe thfuepol'tll, in which the captain;;' namps are always gi\'eu iustead of the names of

the vessels, which rarely oeem, often return theveSMls in pairs, with Iohe same quantity of oil to

each. The following are a few extracts from this journal as publiijhed: 'Augmlt 2d, 1761. Lat.

45,64, long. 53.57. :Saw two sp~rm.whales; killed one.-Aug. 6th, Spoke with John ClashefJ';
he had got 105 bhis.; told us Seth Folger had got 1M bbls. Spoke wit.h two N&utucket men;
.._-,----------_.-,----------_.

" - Ricket80o'a lIL~ttlry of K ow Bedford, p. 58. Mr. Rickeu.on l;ll..1'H: 'To J(>fleph RWlOOlJ., the fOllnder of !\ew Bed
ford, iB alII(> attributed t.he hOllor of beini the piootler of the whali',.fiallflry of 1\e"'lll' Bedford. It i .. wdl autlwntieat..d
by the 8tatel:t1entt;, of "evNaI cotemporllofies, lately dooello8!ld, that Joaepb RUllllell had pUl'8mrl the bll8ine!l!lll!l earlY.88
thl:' year 1755.' From what partieular portiOIl of the then towu of D&rtmouth (which also ineluded whllt ill now known
all New Bedford, and Fairhaven) he lltted out 1iliI TeIle6a, ill nncertain. At that time tho land on whi<Jh stand.. the
City of NewBel1f01'd Wall.unpopulated by the whit0il, -.rid not A lingle house m&rked the ~pot wh6re, within 16811 than
11II century thw;eafte.r, 1I~ the city t'tow which w'"' fitted ant more ....hallug-v_le than from &ll the other Amerioan
JlO.l1lI.ootnbilled."
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they had got one whale between them; hey told tha.t Jenkins & Duuham had got four whale8
between tbem, and ABell & Pease had got 2 whales between them. Lat. 42,57.-Sunday, August
9th. Saw sperm-whales; struck two, and killed them bet,ween UIl,. (llaming their escort).-Angu8t
'}nth. Dnt IIp ollr blublmr into casks; filled 35 bhds.; £Hlr partner filled 33 bbds. Jlldged OUI'·

selves to be not f'M from the BankE;. Finished stowing the bold.-August 20. Lat. 44 deg. 2 min.
'rhi!; llloruing spoke with 'fhomas Gibbs; had got 110 {)blll; told ns he had spoke with .fohn Aikin,

and Ephraim Delano, and Thomas Nye. Tbey had got no oil at all. Sounded; got no bottom.
Thomas Gibbs told us Wl~ werlj hut two leagues oft the Bank.' The Betsey probabl~' arrived home
about t.llt; middle of .septembt·r. Iu HG:? she apparently marle auotber voyage, thOUgJ1 tJw jonr.
nalup to the 2d of September ii> missing. On thf1t date they spoke' Shubel Bunker and Benja

min Paddoek/ On the 31.1 of September they' Knocked down iry-works." On the 15th they spoke

Henry Folger amI N<l.than Coffin."
!{}:Sl'RICTIQNS TO A~1ERIGANSWHALING- IN GULF OF ST. LAwRENGE.-"Abont tbis time

n new e16ment eutered into antagoni!".ffi with eolonial Whaling in tbe Gulf of St. Lawrtmoo and

vicinity. Scarcely bad the colonists aidll(} to wrest this fisher)' from the FrenclJ. when the English
governol'S, in their turn, Htrove to keep onr <;'et:lse!s frOI1l enjoying its oene:tits. III the News-Letter

of Aug-mIt 8, 1765, is tbefollowing statement; •Tuesda"Y one of the sloops which has beeu on the
Whaling Business returned here. We hear that the Vessels employed in the ""hale Fishery from
thi:-; and the neighbouring Maritime TOWDs,t amounting to near 100 Sail, have been very sue<:essfuI

tlJis Seaso/l ill t:lle H-ulpl/ of St. Lawl'€nve RDd Streigtl18 of BeUe islf1j bavillg', tis said, already made

upwards of 9,000 Barrels of OiL' But this rosy·colored repOI't WI\I'; speedily fClUowed by another of

a more somber bue. Iu August 22, the same paper says: 'Accounts received from several of our
Whaling Vessels on the Labrador Coast, are, that they meet with Difficulties in regard to tbeir
fishing, ill Consequence Qt: Orders from the Commanding Officers on that Station, a Copy of which
are as follows:

" • MEMORANDUM: In Pw-suance of the GOVerllOr'S Directions, all wasters of Whaling Ve<lse18,
and others WbOID it may conoorn, are hereby most strictly required to observe the follOWing Par·
ticulars, viz:

'''1 To carry the useless Parts of sucb Whales as they may fmtch to at least Tbl"(ie Leagues

from the Shore, to prevent the Damage that the neighbouring Fishers for Cod and Seal 8UStain

by their being left on the Shore.

~"2 Not to carry any Passenger" from Newfoundland or the Labradore Ooast to any Part of
the Plantations.

"'3 To leave the Ooast by the first of November at farthest.
"14 Not to fi~h in any of the Porta or OO$lUl of .Newfoundlan d lying oot-ween Point Bicbi and

Oape Bonavista.

'''5 Not to carry on any 'I'rade or ha.ve any Interconrse with the French on any Pretence.

" • In other wordB, took them down. From this it is evident that SOllie vt'.ll8eliW~ Pl'8paJ'OO lor tr,yiDg Old; tblJ1r
oil 011 board.

"The New,,~Lettexof July 26, 1764, etatea that one Jonathan Neglll:'ll, of Dartmouth, while whaIiDg, Wall 80 iIlJ1l.t'9d
by Ilo whBole"lIstriking the bOll.t that he died III few days af't.e:r."

" t Ib 18 illlpossibl6 to appomou th6 veM618 aIDOJlg their proper ports, The vflllBels from Cape Cod and the.,north.
WaM cfu&red at BolItoB; t1zoae trom th4l'"I~ at Nsutllekat; th066 lit Dartmouth, IIOmetime. at NlUltocll:et and
IOmetimee.t; Newpod."
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"'6 In all your Dealings with the Indians to treat them with the greatest Oi,Hity: obserdng

not to Impose on their Ignorance, or to take Advalltage of their Necessities. Yon are also on no
Account to serve them ,with spirituous Liquors.

"'1 Not to fish for any other than Wbale on this COltRt.

'" Dated on board His Majest,y's sloop Zephyr, at the Isle of Bois, on the Labradore Coast,
the 21st July, 1765.

'''.lOHN HAMILTON.'

"The issue of Novembel' 1Breports that on aec.ount of th is proclamation the vessels 'an'
returning balf loaded.' It was the custom with many early wbalemen, l'spceially from the imme

diate vicinit,y of Boston, to go prepan'd for ('ither cod or whale fishing, and in the e'ent· of the
failure of the one to haw~ recnurse to the othl"l'. All restrictions whieh are 8u8taiued b.y :111 nrmf'n
f(ll'(,,(>, are liable to lxJ made especially obnoxious by tbe manner of the eufOn\Cmellt, amI tIlis was
no IJ)cftm; a ooutrar~' (~ase. It was not at all surprising~then, that tll!! ensuing spal,1on'l,1 fi~lJilJg wat,l

only a repetition of the failure of that of 1765, 'Since our last,' rsays the :New~-Lett..r, 'several
Ve~8els are l'etun~ed from the '~lhaling Busilles~, who ha,e not unly bad v(lrS bad Succes~~ bIlt

abo have been ilI.treated by some of the Cruisers on the Labradore Co<'st.' Two ships had been

fit.t(ld out from London~ the Palliser and the Labradore, for the express purpose of trading, fislliug,

and wbaling OIl the coast of Lahrador and in the straits of Belle 1"le. Capt. Charles Penn, who
(~Jllf! out in thHlli as pilot, l{'f't, tIre strHoits on the 9th of July on his way to Xewfoulldlalld. On his

pa,8sage he went, on board quite a llum tel' of whalillg-vesseh" amI reported tbat 10hey had met with

vP.lj- poor success; had got only about twenty whales in the entin' fleet. In conse,quence of this

faHure some of them had, seem'ding to the time-hollored pra-etice, gOlm to fishing- for cod, bnt had
been inrerrupted by an armed vess(jl and by the l compa.ny's sbipB' (the PalliBer amI Labrador",),
and their catch all taken awa.y from them save what their actnal nece~ities required. 'fbil'! was

done under the protonse that the whole coast was patented to 'the compfl,ny,' and hy virtue of

orders i8SUed by Hugh Palliser, 'goverDor of Newfoundland, Anticosti, l\Ia~dalenel'l, and Lab·

radol'e,' Palliser's proclamation, wb icb bore date of April 3, 1766, Eipeci:fied tlHlt all Brit.i{'lh
l!ubj~cts whaling in tha.t vicinity should choose plaool'lon shore w!Je,re they Rhollld land, cut. up

tlleir blubber, and make oil as they arrived, but Dot, to select allY place which was llserl in the
cod-fishery. Whalemen from the plantation 8 might take \'\'"bales on those coasts, hul, were only'

permitted to land on some uDoccupied place within the Gulf of Saint Lawrence to cut up and try

ont their blubber; a.nd it was particularly specified that. they were not to make use of allY place

Which waa used by the British fishermen for' the same or a similar purpose. Complaint. hll,ving
been made of the provincial whalemen in regard to their waste interfering with the cl)d-fishery,

they were eUjoined that they mnst carry the carcasses of the whales at. least tbme leagnes froUl
the shore. No fishermen from the plantations WCM to be allowed to winter on Labrador. And

then Capt. John Hamilton, 'of H. M. sloop af war Merlin, Lient. Gov. of Labradore,' &0., i~8ued
his Proclamation: IThis is to give Notice to all Whalers from the Plantations, that they are

allowed to fish for Whales only, on the Coast of Labradore, that if they are found to ba\'c all}'

other Fish ou Board,.the Fish will be seized, and they excluded the Benefit of Whale-fishery tiJis

season; and on DQ Pretence to trade "with the Indians; whatever they shall purchase will be eon

ftseated,tmd after thia Notice their Vessels liable to be seized,' &c. Oaptain Hamilton's decree
born the de.te of June 25, 1766.

"Th~ result of these arbitrary meaBUrefl was that the whall'men left those seas and went oft'
~ Banb. ibe clote of tM Beasol.l witneaaed the l'&tarn of tbe whaling fleet with bot indi1ferent
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success,· Natnrall;y those interested (and thiA included the wealthiest merchants and the most

skillful mechallics~ as well 118 the most indefatigable ma-rillers) felt aggrien,d. It seemed scarcely

in consonance with the coloni,ll il]flas of justine, crude a!! those notions appeared to the Bnglisll

nobility, that the beneficial results of a conql]cst which the.y almo",t. !:lingle·banded had made, and

ior defraying the expense of which Englaud llatl decliuilIl all,\~ renrtllJeratioI1, should be {liveried
to tn e solt:; henefit of those alone who w,'re rN.;idellts of tbe J~ritil';ll Isles, .i\lt1tehantll ill Il0IHloll,

too, whose heaviest and most l'rofjtahlo trade was with tht; provineeR, joined tbeir YOice8 ill

denouncing thif; wl'nng. Dluing tlm ""arl~' wlIIter till;' report came that l'aBhw.r't:! reg:1,l1atiOIlf, Wl'l't'

suspended uutil the miuistry a.nd Parliament had tittH' to cOllsider the suQj~~ct. The matter hall

already, late in tho last whaliug Sea80iJ, lwt'n brought to LlI(, attention of the g'oyernor of Xew.

foundland, and be issued the followi ug sllpplemen tar.r ediet, whicb appeared in the .Boston papers

of .Jalluary, 1767:
.. , By His Excellell(\Y n ugh PalliRcr, GoYcrnor and Com nmlldt'r in Ohief in and over the Island

vi' N{lwfouJl(lland, the Ooast of Labradore amI all tla', Tel'ritorieJil depemlent thereupon:

'''"\""Vlwreas a great many "Vessels from }Jis!\lajeHts's l'lantatiollf'; employed ill the Whale,
Fishery resort to that PluL of the Gulph of SL L{twtence and the COliRt of Lal.Jradore which is

within this Govm-nme,nt: alld ai:\ I have been 11\form£'1:1 tha,t some Apprehensions have a.rif;tm

among'st them that by tIle Rf'gulat,joIlI;l ma;le by me relating' to the different FislJeries in those
PartB~ they are wholly preeluded from that, OOl1llt ;

,,, Notice is hereby given, That tue JGlIg'B oillt:cTl'l stationed in those PartJ! have always had
my Orders to protect, assist and encourage lly fwer,r ]l,le30111' in their Power~ ull Vellsels from the

l'l~lltation~emp\o;yed in tlle Whale.Fishery, t\omillg within thil'l Hovetlllnent; lllld, pn:r.mant to

his l\IajeRty\~; Orders to me~ all Vessels from thePhl11tatio/l.'l will be aUwitt-ed to that Coast on tho
sa.me Footing llJi! they have e~'er heeu mlmitwd In Newfou.ndland; the aIUlient PI'actilJeR and elL'!·
tOlllS eSUtbli.:hed in NewfollHdland N';ill"Jt,;(~tiJlg the COlI Fishery, under the Act of Parliament

pasl'led in the 10 and lUh Yl'aT';'; of Willia.m lUll commonly called Thfl Fishing Act; always to 00
observp,d.t

'" And hy my Hegulations filI' th(' Enemll'agl-'!Jlfmf, of the Whall'1 }'il'beries, they are also under
c(\rta ill II (;cessary Re8trictions then'i a pre,wrihoo, permi tted to land and ell t up their Whales in

TJabradore; t.1l1!'> i.'\ a Liberty tha,t hal'; lIeVt;r been ailowetl them in NcwfOlIJl(lIand, because of the

Danger of pn;jUllieing the Cou,FhheTj earrieil on 'by our ai1~'Nlturer's Ship8~ and bJ' Boat·Keepers

from Britain, lawfull~' qualified with Fi."hing-·Certificates aCIIOl'(ling to the aforementioned Act,
whQ arc, fittoo out at a ...e-ry great Ri~tl\lt~, fInd gx.l'~n% in oomplyit\g with said Act, thl:lrefore they

run8t not be lilthl!!. to baWl their Vo.rages o\~erthrown, or renl1ereti precarious by any Means, or by

any other VesselM whatev(\r. And, 'VhereM great Nnmberl'l of the 'Whaling Orews arriving from

the Planta.tions on the Ooast of ]~alltlulore early in the Spring considering it as a lawlell8 Country

are guilty of all Sorts of Outrages before the Arrival df thEl King's Ships, plundering whoever they
-"'.~~~-~---~-~--------_._---~-----~----~--_._--------

,," The Roston N6W6-I~ttermentionll tho ardvll.l of Capt. Pt\tl!or Well" at that port from wbaJlng August 1St 1766.
Under date of October 2, the Newe·LdtNlltl....8: 'Sinoe our 19.I!t 11 Number of 1'6_)6 hll,YIl flilTIved from WhaliDg, They
h1\.V6 not lweu &I<'v:,(',l'>SfuIll:~.uerally. On" of til""" ,iz' Cailt. Cla~k <:>n Thl\~IloY M<:>ming tl\l!t iliM.o'lmnl a. Bpfimlr
ceti Whale lwn.r Ge"r~<.l'snap,k6, Iluwn',l hi.~ Boat, fl,Ild gnv-e Glut"'" to ber, & e11e coming up with her ja-"'8 agaiIJAt the
Row of the Boat stmek it with auch Viorl\nc~ that, it threw II, Son of the Captain; ('9;'bo waa forward r6lld,y -with hill
Lance) a couaideJ:'able Height from tbe Root, and wben he feU the mall! t'llmed with her dtJvourlng J8'11'9 optmed,
amI co.nght bim. HI.' W9.I! heard to SCl"Ilam, wLen she cloSl'd her ,JaWII, Ilnd pan ofbis Body W88 seen ont oflHlJ:' Month.
wl\"'ll she tlU"lled, lill~l went olf.'''

"t Duti..... on oil imported in British IIbi pll W6I'(l remitted, the commo,nder lIo11d one-third or ea.ch 01'6'1'1'" bcing Britillh.
Dilties were a1~o remitted on rat, inN, lUld tu~ks of ""'11.1, ll(l~.I', wn.ll'llll, or other mlLriue animal tllKlln in the <hoeenlaqd
_. By other ootll the imported matllriahl t,(l be utrod in Qnt1i.tting Wine made llon-duWQ.ble, IWd oountiell ~t'l6t;ab.
liehed, !l>wountiuK ill the final aggro~ tu 40~, per tou." .
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find on the Ooast too weak to resist them, obstructing OUT Ship Ad\"enturers from Britain by sundry

Ways, banking amongst their Boats along the Coast, which ruins the Coast-Fishery, and iacontraJ':r
to the most ancient and most strictly obwn'-ed Rule of tlH' Fishery, and must not be suffern,] Oil

Account; a.lso by destroying their l"ishing-Works on Shore, stealing their Boats) Tackle ailli
Utensils, firing tlte Woods all along the Coast, and hunting for awl plundt>ring, taking awa,y or
murdering the poor Indian Natiws of the CouIltr;.-; by these Yiolcrw\,s, Barbarities, and other

notorious Orimes and Bnormities, that Coast is ill the utmost COllfusinn, and with respect to the
Indians is kept in a State of War. For prevelltiIlg these Practices in future Notice is hereby given,
That the King's Officers stationed ill those Parts, arc authorized and strictly directed, to appre
Lcnd all such Offeuders within tltifl G()Yt>l'llUH~nt, amI tll bring: them to me to 1)(\ tried for the same

at, the General Assizes at this Place; And for Hie lwtter Government of that Country, for regulat,

ing the Fisheries, aml for prou~c:illg lli", IIIajest,Y'Ol Snbject<:i from Insults from tht\ Indialls, I Lave

Dis Majesty's Commamls to errect Bloek·IlollsCR~and estahli",lJ Guards along that Coast. Tl1i"
]S'otification is to be put ill the Harbours ill Lahr,ldore, witlIiIl ms Goverument, ami through the
Favour of His Excellency Govem.our Bernard, COllies thereOf will he put up ill the Port,s within

t1w Province of ~lassachu8etts,where the Whalers mostly belong', for their Infonnation before the
next. Fishiug Season.

" •Giveu under my Band at St. John's in Newfoundland, this J.<~irst Day of Angust, 170D.

" • HUGH PALLISER
H' By Order of His Exoollency,

"'JNO. HOnSNAlLL/

"There caD scarcely be a doubt hut that the indiflcretioDI'\ of the whalemen were milch ma,glli

fled (if indeed the.)' really existed) in tbis pronunciamento of Gon'TlIOr l'allilwr, for the !>ake of

bolstering up the fonner one. Tht» whalemen of tho8e dar8 were far from heing- the set of b'Taceless
~eamp8 which he represents them to be. Probably there waR here and tlIer£> a renegade. It would

be quiro impossible to find in so large a number of men that all were· strict Ob8fJI'Yt'rs of the laws.
Self.preservation, if no more humane motive existeu, militated agaiuRt tL(>. act>! of which hfl

complained. The whaIemen were acenstomed to yisit the coaRt for 8upplie8, ill many cases se\"l'-ral
times a. year; mmally on their arrival in those }lartH they Rtood in for BOrne portioll of the coaRt

:tnd •wooded;' and it is h3rlll~' credillle that they should wantonl~'destroy the storeR they so llllleh

needed, or make enemies on It coast where tbey might at an;y time be compelled to land. Tht,

eolonial governor~ Quite often made the resources unuer their control :1 source of revellue for

themselves, and the fact of the modification of Palliser's first proclamatioll only under presRure of
tbe King and Parliament would RMm to indicate personal interest in keeping whalemcn from the

colonies away from the territory nnder hi!3 control.

U It is qnite evident that even with thil'l modification the colonial fishermen did not feel that

confidence in the Sa,int Lawrence and Belle Isle fishery that they felt when it Wfli> firtlt opened to

them, for a report from Charleston, S. 0., dated .Tune 19, 1767, stat&! that on' the 22d ultimo put

in here a aloop belonging to Rhode Island, from a whaling voyage in the soutbern latitude8, haYing
proved sUC0088ful about ten days before. The master informs us that near fifty New Ellgland

vessels have boon on the whale fishery in the same latitudes this 'Beason by ~ay of experiment.'·

Over the open sea fortnne-seeking governors could exercise no control, and there our seamen

probably felt they could ptu'8ue their game withont let or hindrance. Whales at that time

abounded lYong the edge of the Gnlf Stream, and there they continned to be found for some years,

". Boston Ne.ws-Letter."
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shiftng t.heir ground gradually as their fierce captoI1l encroached more and more upon them to the

vicinity of tb e Western and Leeward Islands, the Cape de Verdes, the Brazil Banks, and beyond.
Some ff'W whalemen, in spite of the Testrictions, still visited the newly-opened f1.8hing·ground•

..The general results of the variolls voya~es were on the whole good, snd otber places began
to feel the stimulus of a desire to compete. Providence took pa.rt, and early in 1768 several vessels

were fitted out from that port for this pursuit. New York, too, entered the lists, and Mr. RQbert

Murray and the Messrs. Franklin fitted a sloop for the same purpose, and she sailed on the 19th

of April of th!~t year." The town of Newport, manifested great activity.
"It was cur«,ntls reported in the colonies; during the early part of 1767, that the irksome

restrictions upon whaling were to be entirely removed j petition~ to that effect had been presented

to the hOllle government" and a fa.vorable «,suIt was hoped for, and early in 1768 the straits of

Da.vis and Belle Isle were again vexed b,Y the keels of onr :fishermen, as many as fifty or sixty

anchoring ill Canso Harbor in April of that ;\-'ear, a few of them bonnd for the former locality, but
the majori ty of them cruising in the vieln i ty of the Gul f of Saill t Lawrence amI NowfollmHand. t
Two whnling sloops from N:tutucket, onb commanded by --- Coleman, and the other by --

Coffin, were lost this season in the Straits of Belle Isle, and the c~ws were savell by Captain

Hamilton, of the :Merlin sloop of 'lrat', who also aided them in sllving the sails, rigging, and stores

from the wrecks. The fisbery in those parts was quite unsuccessful, many'"VeflSels, up to the last
of August, having taken little or no oi1.t

..In 1708 there sailed from Nantucket eighty sail of vessels of an average burden of 75 tons,

aud probably fully as mans more from other ports-Cape Cod, Dartmouth, Bostou, Providence,

Newport, Warrell, l?almouth (Cape Uod), and perhaps other ports beiug represented-and tbe

\'osages Leing undertaken to Davis Strait, straitlS of Belle Isle, Grand Banks, Gulf of Saint Law
renee, and Western Islands. Early in the season the Western Island fleet appears to have done
little, but by the middle of September they had obtained an average of about 165 barrels. The
Ilortheru fleet probably did nearly as well, as numerous instancel:l ocenl' of vessels spoken late in

th(\ snmmer and in the early fall with from 100 to 150 and BV{\n as high as 200 barrels. Assuming,
then, t,hat onl) hundred and forty vessels returned with an average produce of 150 barrels (which

was the adnal average import at Nantucket), and we have as the result of the season's ftsbinR'
21 1000 barrels, worth, at £18 per tOll, the rl,Jling price, £47,200, or about $236,000."

PROSPERITY OF WHALE FISHERY, ] 770 TO 1775.-'" Between the years 1770 and 1775,'

sa;}'s Macy, 'the whalin~ business increased to an extent hitherto unparalleled. In 1770 there

". There l!eelIlll to be no accell8ible repuM of thie v66!36l'1I return, aud hence the degree of 9U(llltl~ or fllUnre of her
voyo.j;e ill II. matt'llr of doubt. The pool'lo of Nll.utllcket were reported to have made £10,000 in 1167."

" I}'rom II. log-book kept by Isaiah Eldredge, of tho Illoop Tryall, of Dartmouth, which sailed April 25, 1768
1
for the

I'ItrllitB of Belle Isle. She cleared from Nantucket, all Dartmouth WlI;8 not then a port of entry. On Friday, April 29,
IIbo wall IIot anchor in Canso Harbor, with fifty or IIlxty othel' whaJeOlen. Satnrday, May 7, left Crow Harbor and a.t
night anchored in Man-of-War Cove, Canllo Gut, 'with about Blxty Bail of wbalomen! The V6lllleJs were continually
beset with ioe, and on the 23d of MIIoY they cleaJ:'<Jd tbeir decks of anow, which W1Wl 'alm06t over IIhoell deep.' They
killed their first who.le au the 22<1 of July. The larger Dumber of vOllll6ll1 were spoken in pairs, which WM the u6WW
manner of enlillillg. The llioop retnmed to Dartmouth on the 5th of Novembill'. Thislog mus to 1775, arid oomlllllDClMl
agaiu in 1785, ending in 1797, with oOc.allional bl1Jm where leavell flr6 out out."

"t In Ootober, 1767, III whaling sloop, beolO1lging t(JN~ntnoket, anived at the bar off that port, on board ofwbioh
wert! fOUl" Indians, who ha.d had some dispute ll.·t 60a IIDd agreed to settle it on thllir return. All the veellIl1 lay at'
llonohor the ofllcem and eI'ew--<;>XOlJpt tbroo white m~n and th63ll Indians-went IUlhore. TIle whitllll being loII1611p in
th6 cabiD, the IndiaD" went on deck, divided lnt.o two partiell, and, llTIlliug themlltllV68 with whllling lanooa, com.
menced thl!! affray. The two on one side weI'fl killed immediat~', the other two were Ullhttrl.The whUeitaen
hearing the a1lmy, rullhad upon dook, and, seeing what was' done, secured the murderers. In NoY6ll1bet ofjjhe same
year !\Orne Newburyport :Il.8llermen we~ astounded at pe:roeiVillg tbeir vl!ill861 hurried throughthe \!Tate' at _ &l1ll'Driu1l'
nIote without the aid of 8&1ls. Upou invf!lltigating t.h6 cause. it was found th&t th6-lIIlllhor Willi fAst t.o III w1tale (or,tJIH
-), and th& cable was ed, relieving th$m of their utll!Oli(lited propellingpower.-{SoIllmlNl8w...Letter.}"
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were a little more than one hundred Yef\8els e,ngaged; and in 1775 the number ex~eded oue

bundred and fifty t 60me of them large brigs. The "IIlp]o,\'mcnt of ~o great and such au increasing
cr\pital may lead our readers tf) Il;UPPO;;(~ that a COlT('SpoIHJiIl,li; profit WlIS J'(~"lizl:'d, but a careful

examhlation of the cirCumiSb~I1ce8under which t.he lJU",ilJe,~" WilS earrieu OIl 'will sLow the fallacy of
;;nch It couclusion. Many br;~nehes of lallor were cOIHluei,'d hy thol;.lJ who \H'1'8 imml'diatoly

interested in the vo,yagcs. The young men, with few exceptiolll', wert t)J'ought up to Borne trade

necessary to the business, The rope-maker, tIlt) f:I.lOper, thl, hlacksmillt. tlw C'll'pcnter-in fine,

tlle workmen were either the iShip.owners or of their hour;eilohl; 1>0 \\'('re o1'ren the officers and men
who navigated the vessels anJ. killed the whales, 'Vhile. a ship wa" at ~eal the owners :l,t hODle

were bosilS employed in the manufaetun' of casks, iron work,f'ord:lge, bloeks, and other articles
fur the 8ucccedillg yoyage, TllUS i'h{\ profits of tile labor were f'lljoyed uy tbo~e inb'rl'sted in the

fishery, and .oJ'ages were r(\Ild(~retlad valltag:('(,u~even w hell th e oil obtained was uarcly l!!ufficien t

to pay the outfits, estimat.iug the labor lUI a 1131't tlH'reof. Tilis mode of condllcting tile bwsines8
II'as unh'cl'sal, and has oontiIlll('d to a ,ery <Jon"idel'alJle extent t(} tlJe present day [1835J. Experi

,~llel' taught the people how to take advantage of thv diffen:lIIL markt'ti' for their oil. Their sperma·

~eti oil ~as mostly sent to l~llgl:tnd in its Ullse,parated state, the Lead matter being generally

mixed with tbe, body oil, 1'01' in the tlarly part of whaling it would bring no more when separated

than when mixed. The whale oil, which is tbe kind procured from the 8Jlecie~called 'rig-h t wbalel:;,'
was 8hipped to Boston or elseWhere in the colonie:,;. and there sold fol' country CO!lt'lllwlltioll, or
sent t{l the 'Vest Indies!"'~~

DEPREDA.TIONS BY PRIVATEERS AND 1'1P.ATE".-" Tile R('a~ cOlltinued to 00 illfetlted with

French and Spanish privateers aud piratel",f autl whalcmen, t'RI)(:ciall;y tbol;lt\ frequenting the ocean
in the Yicinity of the ,"Vc!;tern Islands, WI'r,\ frum tlH' '\"1.\1',:\' uatHl'll of tlll<ir employment, constantly

li<iblc to depredations from the~f,~ corfiail's, whether h'g-aliz{'(! or Ia,wless, III .March, 1771, the 8100p

]I; eptune, Oaptain Nixon, arrived in N!;:'wpod from t he Mol \'1 briugin g with him portions of the crows

of three Dartmouth whalemen, who bad been takf'll (Ill the sOllth liiue of Ilisplwiola by a Spa.nish

guarda coasta.. The~e vest'\els were cowmanded hy Capt,;, Sila" Butler, VlTilliam Roberts, and

Uichard '"'Velding. Another whaling Yf:8sel, belonging to Martha's Vinc)'ard, commanded by
Ephraim Pease, was also taken at, abollt the same timl', but, released ill order to put 011 board of her
the remaining prisoners. At this time Pease had taken 200 barrels of o,il~ and the Dartmouth ves

Ilels, which. were carried into 8aiut Domingo, 100 barrels. These (',apturcs were wade on the 11th
of February.j

"But it did not alwaYfl bappen that whalemcD fell so easy a prey to predatory vessels. A
Httle strategy sometimes availed thl'Ul when It forcihle r('~"i8ta!l(je would have been ont of the ques-

. " ~ Blmcroft says (Hiflt. U. S., v, p. 2(5), in 176<, t,h" colollikt;. were not allow",'! to eXl""rt t,llo chief product;; Qf thoir
11l~1l8try, eueh M Bugar, tobM(!O, o"tton, wool, indi~o, ginger, d,,\",,,,ing-wo(,,l~,whalebow" &c., to any pUwe but Great
Bntlllll-not even to Ireland. Sav"" in th"" rnaHm' of salt, wjn"'N, victuu,llO, ho~, and IlervllJltoll, Gr_t Britain was
not only the sole market for t.he produetl'l of Amerie:l, hut the only ~tor(,hou~l\ for itli eupplietl.

"ThiJll5tringency muat, however, have heen eOlIlllwlHlt rolao:ed as ....gnt"ls oil, forthe BOflWU News-Letter ofSept.e!ll
ber 8, 1768, f,,<iVM the Teport from London, datf'd Julr 13, that the WIll..];, and ood neheriea of New EnJl;l~nd ' this
sell,/;On proruiaed to tnrn out extremely adVllllt&geOllB, many ~bip8 fully 1&<1.,0 hllying lllrell<l~' been sent, to the Melli
t.t.rrllnelln markets.' Th"aucfleBS flf the Alllorie'lua SMlliS to haVIl ~..gain aTouaed t he jealousy flf their Englillh brethren,
for in thu Y6afan effort Wall made in,Parliament to revlvll the honnt:> to English wbnlemen, with the intent to w"'l4kNl
tile American &Jlery.o'
, "tThe "'Old' piBbe' tteeII1tl to hlWl! boon III those da;ys of a J;Oill.rwhat ambiguoue ~ignificatioo, lIond w,", quite &II

likely to W6lm .. inivllieer 11& ,a C01'6ll>ii..,

.. t Tb"lnfIU who came home with Captain N!:I:on wexe Oliver Pri(!e, Pardon Slocum, and Philip H&rkin".-(BoAton
Newe.,Letter.) .. _
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tion, and it may be easily bdk,ed tliat men to whom dauger and hairbreadth escapes were PM"t

of their eyer,\"·day IJfe would scarcely J:';ubmit supinely when there ~was all~Y chance in their favor.

A notabb iu"talLcc or this kind oceurn\d ill April,1771. Two :Kalltuck~twhaling .,loopl>1, Com

mamktl reiSpl'ctive!y by Isaiah Chadwick aud Obell Bunkl'r, were lying' ott ulldlOr in the harbor of

.Almcll, wIlen a tihip appeared off t,lw mouth of tho harlwr with her signals set for uflsistance.

\-~'ith that n,:uIint:'/:;s to aid distl'cSMJd sllipmates wllil:li lnt:> ever been a distillguisllilJg trait of

American whalemcll, olle uf tIle captains with a boat's crew made up of meu from each sloop
h~lIltened to render such help a:.; was iu their power. The \Tess(J]'::; side reached, the captain imme

diately boarded her tn :tilld what wao; dc::>ired, and much tu hiOl ,mrpril:;c had a pistol preBunted to
hi<l head b,Y the officer in command with a peremptory demand that he should pilot tile ~hip into

the llarlwr, He illisured the COlllllltUlder that he Wit" a st,mnger ther(~l Imt that there wm, a man
in biOi boat wbo wal; acquaint('d with the port. Tim lllall wa" called and persuaded in the same

manner in which the captain had been. 'l'he argullleut, llI;;eu to demonl:ltr',J,te the prudence of his

compliance with the reque"t beiug ISO eut.irel.)' uual..l8werable tlw mali performed the service. anchor

ing the ::>Ilip where a point uf lamllay between her and the sloop::>. This being done tho boat was
di::>mi8lmd and the mell retUI'ned to their ve:Sl;els. The Nantucket captains llOW held a consultation

as to what course SllOUld be pursued, 'rhose who had becn on board the ship noticed that tht';

men seemed to be all armed. The,) al,,;o oh::;ervcd, wulldu~ aloue in the mtbin, a man. The con·
clulSion arrived at was that tile slLip wa" in the hands of' pirates and the mall in the cahin wa-s the
former captain, amI meaSUl'e., lVem iUluH:L1iately inaugurated to :;('.CUl'il the ve:s:sel alid crew, To

tLig end an in~tationwas extended to the U;;urllillg captain, hiH otlicer:;, and pa".sengen~ to dine on

board om, of the liloops. 'I'he {:ourteO\y was uc:;c:;ept.ed, amI the pirate captain and his boatswaiu,
with the displaood captain aM repn~'8elJtativl' of the passcngers, repaired on board thc sloop. .After
It Mhort time lit' bCC<'l.me uue,Ls'y, allu proposed to return t{) his own veso;el, but he was ~{>iz('(l bj" the

whalenll.lll and bound fast and hi!>] illteutious frustratl1ll. The actnal eaptain now explained the
situation, whidl "'RI; tl~:li (l J (, "llip Haile(l from Bri"tol (H, 1. ?) to the COll",t of' .Africa, from thence

carried a ci\l'l,("n or I:oIla,\"('::> to the \-"est lUdips, and ,,"as 011 ber ret-uL'll home With a cargo of sugar

wht~n the wutilly O(~curr('(l, it being the intelltiotl of the mutineel'!:! to be.oome pirates, a hu"iness at
that time qUitl' t hl'ift,\, :l.lJ(l promising. Our fiSJlI:~I'IDi.~1l now told tbll boat..wain that if he would go

on hoard the ~liip and bring the former wate, who was ill iron>:;, Hud aid in n'l;apturing- the vessel,

thuy would l',lldeavor to have Ilim cllJared fi.'om the penaltie/;\ of the law, and thew prUdently inti·

mated tu him that there was a man-of-war withiu two llOUrS'ijail from which the.); could obtain
1'01'(:13 enough to overpower hi;; asweiatcs. .As a iurther aet of prudenoo, tlIey told him they woulll

set a certain <.ligna! when they had secured help from the fShip of war.

.. The boatswain not returlling according tn the agreement made, one sloop weighed anchor

and stood toward the pirate sbip ~ though t" PalSlS on oue "ide of bel'. As Kho approached, the

mutineers shiftl',d their guns over to the I;ide which it seemed apJll"ll'(;ut sh(1 would P:HlS aud trained
IlJem 80 as to <link her liM sile ::>a-iled by. Bm thObC who mwigated tlw sloop wei'(,l fully alive to
tbetltl pnrposel'l, and as she nearod the l:lhip her t,{)ur~\ was /mddcnl.)" changed ana she swept by on

the other t>ide and was out of range of tl:lt', gnll!,; before the buccaneers could rtICQver from their

~urpri(ie and r~hift and retrdill their cannon, On the !:lloup stoo<1 upon her eoUrStl till they were

out of llight of th(1 ship, thell tacking, the signal agreed with the boatswain was slit and ahe was

"toowd boldl)' for the corsair. As she hove in sight, the pirates, reco~rnizingthe sign, and believ
ing an armed foree from the ma.u-of-war w~ on board the whaling vt!S'lol, fled precipitatel,Y to the

shore. where thi:W wtm; speedily appmhcIlrled on their character lJetDg knowu. 'rho wbalemen
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iIllUlediatelyboarded their prize, released the mate, and carried the 8hip to Xew Providelloo, whero

l1 bounty of $2,500 was allowell them tor the capturB aud where the chief of the mutineers was

hanged,"·

SUPBRIOR SE.ll:IAKSHIP OF AliERIf:AX WHALEMEl';.-"Ahout this time Dr. Benjamin

Frfl,llklill, lJeiug ill Londou, was qllestiollcU by the llll'l'ClJ aut" tlH:'l'e l'e,;pecting the dift'erenoo in

time betweeu tllO voyagN; of the merchantmen to Rhode I"lalJ(l and tll(~ Euglish packets to New

York. The variation, wl.ticl.t was something' like fonrteell days, wafi, a f<(Jurc(, of Illllch annoyance

t.o the Euglish mcrchants, and lJelieving tl.te plaee of de;,tilJlltioll migllt have sometLing to do with

it, tl.tey seriously contemplated witlulrawillg: tile paeketl; from New York and dispatching them to

}:thode Island. III this dilemma they coul>ultud Dr. Franklin. A Nantucket captain, Darnell Fol

ger,t who was a relative of the doctor's, being; then in London, Franklin sought his opinion.

Captain Folger told him tlJat the mereLautllll)n were commanded by men from Rhode Island who

wure ltcquainted with tlle Gulf Stream and tlw dYect of its currents, and in the passage to America

made use of' t,hi" knowledge. Of this the J<Jugli8h captains were ignorant, not from lwk of repeated

warnings, for tlley had been often told that tLey were Ktl'mming a curI'l~nt whiuh was ruuning at

tIle ratt.\ of 3 miles au hour, and t.lmt if tlw wind was ligut the stream would set them back

faster than the breeze woulll sewl tllem ala'ad, but the.y were too wise to b\:J advi8ed by simple

American fis!lerrneu, aud so. persevered in their own course at a loss of frum two to three weeks on
('very trip. By I.'ranklin's request, Captain Folger made It sketeh of the stream, with directions

how to use or avoid its currents, and thi~ skdch, made over a (;(~Dtur.r ago, ill substaqtially the same

as is found on charts of the present day. 'Tlll' 1'1untuck I't \,,]mkmen,' S:l:Y s Franklin,:j: (being

extremely well u-cquainted with tbe Uulpit Stream, Its course, strt:'ugth, and extent, by their con·
litant practice of whaling (III the I1dge,; of it from tbeil' i.,;land 'Iuite down to the Baitam:!.!>, thil:l draft

of that stream wa~wbtailledof one of tLern, Ca.ptail( Folger, aIll! caused to be engraved 011 the old

chart in London for ~he bt\nciit of navigator..,; b,Y B. Franklin.'

H ~otwithstanding thill iufol'mation 80 kindly volullteereu to titem, and notwithstanding the

fact tha.t tho Falmouth captains were furni:;;hed with tue new chartJ;, the;r !:Itill Iltlr"i.stl:ld ill sailing

their old course. '.rhere is a. point whero perseverauce degenerates into something more ignoble;

it would seem as M.IOugh at this date these self·lmfficiellt captain.. had about attained that point,"
Loss OF AXERICAN WHALING VESSELS.-" In 177~ two whaling sloops from N antncket,

with 150 barrell> of oil each, were captured by a Spanisl.t brig and sloop oft' :M~ta.nzas. § III Decem

001' of the same year, the brig' Leviathan, Lathl'opl sailed from H.hode Ishl.lHl for the Brazil Banktl

on a whaling voyage. On the 2Jth of January tile..\-' lowOl'eti fur whale!), and in tbo tlhastl the

mate's lio,'lt (Brothertou Daggett) lo~t I;ight of the brig, lmt the crew were picked up at sea and

brought home by another ve~8el.

"In 1773 quite a. fleet of American whalers were on the CO&l:lt of Africa., no less than fourteen

being reported as coming from that ground, aud probably there were as many more of whom 110

"~Il08ton NUWB-Ltltter."
"tWorb of Fra.nklin, iii, p. 3ro3. Proba.bly Capt. 1'imothy Folger, a. 0Ia.:n who WQII promlnlmt for llurny ytlJils ill

the history of Na.ntuoket!'
";Works of Franklin, iU, p, il64. In a notll :I<'mnkliusa,y~: 'The Nantucket (ll!'ptains, who are &l:qualntlld with

this stre&m, make their vOY8g00 from Englund to lJ.oston in a.II sbort a. time generally 8<1 others take in going:from
Hoston to England, viz, from twwty to thirty- da.ys.' Quite a nllIuher of Boat-on l'Ueketll to aud from England were
at thlli time lmd for mAny yeai'll afWr ooIllIIlllonded by Nantuek"t, lll"U."

"~In MMY, 1770, l&Qoording to the BOfItOll News-lAltter, no leas tItan lliueteen vesselll cleared from Rhode IBland,
whaliujl,'. The Post-Boy for October 14, 1711, i" n'apousibl" for the follow-lng; •We leaITl from EdgartowI' thtrot 81
Vl!lllJ811lUe1y arri"ed there from u. whaling voyage, Ilond In her Yoyngt>, Ollt> Mafllball Jeukio¥, with otbefll, being in a
bOllot which st-ru~k .. wlu~le,!!heturned and bit the boat In two, took Jeukius in bon' month, and went down with him;
ht on hoI' r.iBwg throw hirll into one part of the hod, whelle<' be was t8lkt>n on board the VI\I:II!6! b)' the (IreW, being
Qluch braieed, and in a fortnight aftill" he plll"footly rOOQ'VW64. Thlli lWOOuut we have frow undoubtred authority.'"
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report, wafl made. (JIm hl'ig from Hn"tml, wbill' oW Iht\ eOlL~t of Sit'rl'll I,eone, sent a boat ashore

with six ttli'll to !,!"oem'I' wnt\.'I'. TIll' hn:n wac; Seil\',] HJld tll{' ('.1'l'W all IJHls"acn'd J:.l;r the native!!.

In the ,'Iprhi<' of t IH' foHow ioe:' ~'''ill' II ;.;1(0)) OW lie01 by G ideou ,\J IllY, .)f Tivt'rwu, and another belong'

lug to gostou, wem sl·iy,etJ, ,,- hile wa:"liug at Ilir;.l"w iola, h.\' H F1\'I1('h fl'igatl'-t curried into Port au

PriIH:A~ amI tlwre cOnd~Jlllll'll:."

"In 1774 n, report came h:; tli(, W,ly of Fayal that a- I'l\I<:ll Allle]'lcall whaling hrig: was l;ying in

the harbor oi' Hio .J a ueiro wittl \mly her captai II a uti three Tlll'lI on Uoanl. It. appear" that, putting

ill Hlel'c rrJr n~fr\',;;llllH'ut,.;,t ill till' ~UlJlllH·r of tiT;). a jHI)'tiull of her crew were, • by fair or fOlll

mealli:>,' illllrH'l'tl to ship OJ! a l'(jl'tHg-Ul·.~e Cillo"· t for a three WOUUIS' whaliug: Yoyag"c. The snow

Was provil1c(] with haqlfJon", :lIl(i Ot.lWI' .wlJali Ill! l'l'aft., mal1t' aHt't' tllt' English models, and was

C['uisillg: for sp~t'!l1 wlml\~'S, a i>!l,;itlt'"'' alil'~"llwr lU)W to llw ]'Ol'tllg"Ut'Sf), who had heen hitherto
ignol'<mt of an.'. but tll!' rigLtwhalt', llllli llal1 llt'Vt,r \'t'Il(u]'(,t! \~Vell ill tIle pursuit of tllem out oL

<light, of laud. Tilll hrig si,illl,,)' 11 wre ill 0(;\0 bel'; ],7.'1, wl,it illg tIll' rduru of Ler llien.§ "

CO::"lDI'rIO:-; OF 1'lll': FJSJD::l-;Y aT ocnU::E,\K OF TllE HEVULU'l'lUNAllY WAR.-" In 1774 the

whale tisher'y in tlw (~lll()llit:s mast- ha "'! been ill tLw full tide of SIH;cess. 'fhem were probably fitted

Qut annually at tLis liuw 110 Ips,; tJl:tU :,WO \"CSH'I.., of v,nions kiml", with all 3ggTegate burden of

Dl'arl;r :>3,000 tOilS, amI elllplnyin;;: tlired].r alumt 4,700 ml'll, alHI illdireetJ.r an immensely greater
number. Dt'spi tl' tho ,i'·pl·,·dariou" of J;"r~'lH:I t and SpalJi:sh IJrivah'm·s tlw fidH'r~' eontiIHled to

flonrish. The a!luna! j!l'o,]uetiun from 17,1 to 1 j,t; W~l:S jlrolmbly III ll'a",t 4.'i,()()O harrell:! of sperum,

ceti oil awl ::',<)00 lland.. lOr !·ig-hl·wh;r1l., oil, an.l (II' l'OUl' ll\'arly or quitn 75,000 pOllIJd8.11 ]n the

t ~ .... n~hl'O l L ~; t'''.'~· L(IT t.pr.~'

"t Ron,,~ y",,,"d~ Jl"Y('r <.1".'1';,,,,01 andJnr il' lJ 1'''''[ I'r"llL 11 .. , tl,,~- Il ..,y "!ilktl llut.it tllt,ir rd,nru; but B'lIlrvy Wa<I very
aI~t to .lU!·Uld"-t~!1t, it·,..,(\lf W}Jt1 j"'!;l a, .'H.'.~:": ~~·H·:-- fi,,} J~.H.~·: d ....,-pri h~d llf fl'~~1! )fro\"~t:'i~Hlr-:./~

l' t ~.A to'!HfW" i~ a \'l~~~d pqnippfll...l '~'il 11 t\\"l' l'la.M[~ n'siL~rIL:iHg 11H" Hl(:Lin "Ill! fnn~nHH:.~tf-j. (fr a. ship, nnd a. third 8mall
nlllSt, (,lUtft n", Illailllll;l'(.. e"n~'-;·]l:: lJ 11"-",..1t. Th"",,· "",,>wl~ "''''I'<' Hl""), u~ed iu t.h.., Ill,,rdlant ~Tvjce at the hlfi\! of
the ltt;\'olul,iou. l (Lot:L8illt::'~ Fit~ld Jj1wk1 il: p. ~l:j. 1I0q~.! II
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qu'ious sea-port towns from whieh this puri<nit wah earrkd em. in 1':\antncket, 'Vdlfleet., Dartmouth,

lJ,}'llll, Martha's Vine~'ard, Barllst,l,ble, BORtOll, Falmouth;- :lud S\~anze,\-, in ~lasSJ,ehu8ett~,in Xew

port., Providence, Warren, and'l'ivCIton, in Hhotle liilalltl, iiJ .:s l'W LOllaon, Conllecticut, Su;: Harbor,
on Long Island, the merry din of the' ,}·o llcuvc Ln' uf the "ailor" was heard ~ the ring- of the
hlackswith's bammer and [nn-H wade cheery ITIUSie; Ilfl' f'l'ulwril, willi till'ir hawmcr,,; aull drivcre,

kept. time to the tramp of tlwir fic'd a\o\ round alltI l'Ulllld thc ea,."k." they ImH'elit'u, lightening more
amI more the bands that b(.UlJ(! tog-ethel' 11lt' veOil<els wiJitli ~ilOl1ht ]I(!hl the ]lrecio\H; oil; and the

erea.kjll~ of the blockfl a& tlw vcsl'.els unJoadell tlleir frt:'ig'ht 01' fIJI' l'i:!;/.;l'T.'" Jitil'll them anew for
fr~sh conquest!:!, amI the rattle nf the 11 ulTyiug' !f,ams liS thf\\' l:arrjpll off tll(, pr.,dnct of the la8!

,o,yage or broug'ht the necessariNi :\iJr tllA fut.un~ OlW, kIlt their puniuIJ or 1l1l]w:.tiOll to the scene.

Everywhere was hurl';'\-' awl Instle; everywhere all wcn' elllpJI)~-ed; l)()Jll' that thirSH'd fur employ
Illent went away ullsatisfied. If a- ~'e8iwl 1)1:H1o a Iud vpyagj'. ILp OWlll'rl", lJy no means di8ririted,

again fitted her out, trusting in til{' next OlW to H'uj('\'P the 10s>; j if f;he madc' a profitable: one the
proceeds were trca~mred np to oftsd, a possible fai]un' in /:,OllW future erlttSe. Uti all sldefl were

thrift and happiIless.

<I But a cltallge WllS nea,r. •A clOlld~ at, first no iJigg'i,r than it man'" hnlld: was lwgilJning to
o~'ersbadow tilEl whole heaven of tlleil' cmulIll'reial pr,)slwl'(ty. The C010ldc,:;, dl'ln'll to ueKI)Cratioll

by tile heartlells cruelty of their 11lotlH'r (~OUll tr,Y, )'l'\'palvd to I<tay further ag~l'el'-",iOlI,awl re~nt

at the mOllth of the cannO!l anu tl.w point, or tht, hayonvt tlw in"]]]t" :ulll in.iuril'.~ t.hat for a d{~cade

of year" had been heaped upon them; and the Engli:-dl millistr,\', :l>-:'aim,t t!j(~ earliest elltreatyof
BritislJ merchants on ooUt ,:;ides of the Atlantic, pI~pal'ed ailio to ellfon~e its liesirc8 by a resort to
arms.*

,I The first indnstry to feel the shock of the approaehillg- storm wm' the 1Isheries. 'Massachn
setts, the eenter of tbi~ pursuit, was tv tlw English l1linj~ters tlH~ very foeuR of the immrrect,iollury

talk and action, and l tlH' first, "It'll,' {,<ayK B~1lIeroft, 'toward in spiritl go tet'ror W,ll'! to \lr-claw Jl,-Iasfla
ellu8etts in Jt state of rebellion, awl to ph'lig-e th.' Pilrli:ttueu1: aud the whult' fIJn:(l of Great Britain

to it<; red\lction; the next, by prohihitill~ tile American fii-iheritls, to sta,rvt~ Xew England; the

ncx4 to e~cite a servile illsurrection.'t

" Accordingly on the 10th of F~bruar,Yl 1775, tile minist,ry introdnced illto Parliament a bill
restricting the trade and co"mID{·ret:- of ,jlassacltulicttl:l Bay. ),'"ew IIampshif(', Conuectieut, and

Hhode Island t-o Great Britain, Ireland, and tlHl lll'itisl1 \Vest [TIdies, nnd prOhibiting the colonies

from carrying on any fisher,'i' 011 the Banks of );'ewfbu lJdhlJH} or ally other part of the North

American coast. t l The best slJ ip·builders in tUG world were at liol'f.n!J. and their yardR had boon
closed; the New England fishermen WNC flOW to he fl'"tl'ililWd from ft toil in wbich tbeyexlIClied

the world. Thns tbe,joillt rigl~t to tbt1 ih.1JC1'it,'-", U':Hl m;tde ll- 11l11'!. {'f t.hf' ~re.at Amt'rivltll struggle.';
To thill hill there was a small hut aetive nIu} determined opposil ion, both iu the IIom;e of Lords

and HOUSEl of Oowmons, It was urged 011 the part of the UlilJi~tr:r that thl~ fii'\L('ries were the
property of England, and it was witb the Englil,h Government to do a-:-; tllOS pleased witb them.

1'0 this opinion tho willority strenuously cl(~murrl:'d, 'God and naturc,' SUid JohnstQlI. 'hay\:'
given that fishery to New Englanu and not to Old.' II It was a]f;O ;lrg-ued b., tbe fri(mds of ArneI'·

ica that if the American fishery wag destroyed the oeculmtiou must jne,itabl~- fall into the handli

of the natural rivals of Great Britain. Despite the efforts of the' llttle baud tlle bill was received.

1""ThaoolonW. trade had Ix:oome lOllJIU1~- Ellgli~h-;-;;;;h~ut~ lUllll;mj)uf-:;;tl~~;lr" ,'-;~~tt~r \)f-g~~;t i-~p~rtanlle, a:;;.d
thelOtllJ ofit would 00 ~ aerioua miafortullil, One of tho Illdustri"l1 which wouhI fud til", .kprivatic>u moat atl'ongly
wae the manUfacture ofeo~,ofwhi~htheAmerlo:\:lJls WHO by far th<l chi(\f"at, pnrell"HN'g in the En~li"h Illllorktlt."

"t IIa.ncroft'lI United States, vii, 11. 222. Februal'Y, 1775." "~ Eng;. All.ual R"g" 1775, p.7Boll
.. § .8aIwroft'1l' UIlitiet1. States, vii, p.239." " Ullrid,"
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by a vote of 261 to 8u, and passed throug-ll ita various Rtltges. As each phase was reached the

act was fonght determiTlPdly lmt TIflfliessJ:v and 110pelel\'lsly. The merchant!'> and traders of London
petitioned ~gainst it, and the American merchants secured the scnicc'l of David Barclay to con·
duct thB examination of those who were c<lJled to rosti(v by the friends and opponents of the bill. lI

• It woo Raid that the crnelt,y of the bill exceeued the examples of hostile rigor "\lith avowed
enemies j tJlat in all the dolcnce· of our most dallllerOml W~1rs it WIlS 3·11 establishen rule in the

marine Rervice to spare. the coaRt·fishing craft of (Jur decla.red enemic,,; always considering that

we waged war with natiolli'l, and not witb private indi,idual8.'t
" It was claimed that by the provi~ion8of the bill much hardship ffiU8t fall upon many people

who were a.lrea<Js at sea·, and Irho, fmill the very IlatllTe of their occupatiolJs, mllst be innocent.

l The case of the inhabitants of Nantncl;;:et waR partienlarly hard. This extraordinary people,

amounting to between five ahd six thousand in num1J(~r, nine-tenths of whom are Qaokers, inhabit

8 barren island, 15 miles long hy 3 broad, the products of whiclJ were searcely capable of
maintaining twcnt.r f:unilie.<'. From the only harbor w:bich this sterile i ...la.nd colltains, with·
out natural prodnets of any 8ort, the inll abi taut!!, by all :ll1tonishi ng hltlnstry, k('ep an 140 vessels

in constant employment. Of these, eight were employed ill the importation of provisionf\ for the
island and the rest in the whale fishery':' A lletitioll wa" also preRellted from the English Qua.kers

in behalf of their brethren at Nalltlleket, in which tlley stated the innocence of tho inhabitants
of that island, ' tb",ir indu:;\try, the utility of their labl)rS both to thPIDselves a·nd the community,

thf' great hazards that attended their occopat,ioTl, and the uncertainty of their gains; and ahowed

that jf th~ "ill pngsea int-o a law, HIe." must ill R little time be exposed to all the dreadful miseries

of famine. The !'iingular stat!:' find circnmstances of these people, occasioned some attention to be
paid to them. A gentleman on the side of the adminidration l'iaid, that on a principle of hnmanity

}J(I wonld rooye that a clause should be added to the bill to prevent the operation from extending
to allY whale .ships which sailed before the l.~t of }larch, ant] Wf\re at thut time- the property of

the people of Nantncket.'!
"l The bill,' S3YS a reviewer of the tirne-, ' was attacked on every ground of policy and govern

ment; and with the greate~t. strength of Jan:ruage and height of coloring. The minority ma.dll

nmend8 for the 8ma,]]neRR of their numbers b;V their zeal and activity. • • ... Evil principlea,'
the.y eontended, 'were prolific; the HostOll port bill begot this New England bill; this will beget

II Virginia bill; and tha.t again ~J1 become the progenitor of others, until, one by one, Parliame;nt

has ruined all its colonie", and rooted up all its commm'ce; nntil the statnte book become!'! nothing

but a black And bJomly role of pmscriptfona; a frightful code of rigor and tyra.nny; a mon~tmWl

digest of acts of penalty and incapacity alld genem] attainder; andtbl1t, wherever it is opened it
will presel1t a title for destro;ring some trade or rnining some province.' ~

"It wag during the debate upon this bill that Burke made that eloquent defem~eof tbeoolonies

which has runghT the earl'! of enr.'f boy born or bred in a sea-port town since the day it was uttered.

" .. Among the evidence given was mnell tending to show tue importance of the colonial trade. It appellol'oo that
in 1764 New England r.lIJployPd in tl1e ll~herje!l 4f',B80 t.onR of Rhipping' ani! 6,00'1 men, the prodnct amonnting to
£322,220 1&. 3d. starling in fOrtrifll! market~; th:lt all the roatelials used in the lmilding and equipping of v_Is,
c.xcepting salt Rnd lumber, were drawn from England, and th!l net proceeds were also remitted to that country;
that neither the whale nor cod fishery could be carried on 80 l\\lccewlllly from Newfoundland or Gn;at Britain lIB
from 'North America, for the natural adva.ntag~ofAmerica oonld neither be counteracted nor l!Iupplit>d j that, if' the
fishery Wll8 transferred to Nova Scotia or Que~, (J<:n'ernmeut would hn.V6 to furnisu the capitllJ, for they had neJ.ther
"1181318 nor men, and these must (lOllle from New England; that it must take tlllleto mAke the ebange, and the trade
wonlol inevital:,ly b6 JillIt; and that American .fi!ihermen had rnch an 3vel'll1on tQ the miUt&ry govllrnment of llafifa%,
tmd '80 I~vincible an av~on to the loose hahits and~nneI'!jo~ the people, that nothing oould induce them to
remove thith6J', even BDppoRlng them l'fldaced to the DllOOIl8lty ofemlgr.o,t1.o11..'-{Eng. Annua.l Relt.)"

" t Enp:. Annnal Rag., I77&, p. SO/' "t .lWd., p. 85." "~Ibid" p 85."
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'For some t.ime past, Mr. Speaker,' said nllJ'k~, 'ha_'l t,he Old World been fed from the New. The
8carcity which yon ha"(1 fdt would have been a desolatillg fauliuf', if this child of your old ag-e

if America-with a true filial piety, with a noman churity, had uot put tlH', full breal>t of its
youthful exuberance to tbe month of its exhausted ll<trent. Turning from the uf-,>Tieultnral resources

of the colonies, consider the weaJt,b which they havc drawn from tbe sea by their flsherieg. The

I'Ipirit in which tha.t enterprising employment has been exerciRerl ought to raise your esteem aDd

admiration. Pray, sir, what in the world iR equal to it,? Pas~ b~· the other purt~, and look at
the manner in whieh the people of New }~l1glalld have of late c.arried on the whale fisllery. Whilst

wc follow them among the tumbling mountainR of ice-, and bellOW them penetrating- into the

deepeflt frozen receSfles of IIUlh'oll'~ Bay alHI Dasifl' Strait:s, whilst we 3,re looking for thllill

beneath the Arctic Circle, we- llear that they Im,1I pien~ed into th(~ oppo.,ih' regiou of polar l'A\ld,

that they at€> at the antipodes, and eng-aged under thl,- fruum !>f\rpent of the Routh. FalklflJld

Island, which seemed too remote and romantic an object for the g'rasp of national ambition, ill but
;1 stag-e and resting.place in t,he pro~ress of their ,ietoriOU8 industry.- Xor is tile equinoctial
beat more discouraging to them than t.he accl1ml1l!lte-d winter of' both the poleR. We kIlOW that

whili'lt some of them draw the line and strike the 1UlTlioOTl OIl the eoai'tt of Africa, others run the

1001gitnde, and pnrsue their gigantic game along the cn<!st of Brazil. No sea hut what, iR vexed
h;\-" t.h(~ir fishcriefl. :No climate that is not /l, witnc-RR to their toilR. ~eitheT tIl{' per8e"erance of
Holland, nor the aetirity of Frallce, nor tlw de-xtl'TOlll'l and firm AAgacity of English enterpriRe,

e"er carried thil'l most perilom; modo of hardy industQ" to the extNlt to which it has been pusbed

by this recent people; a people wlJO are fltill, as it were, but in the gristle, awl not yet hardened

into the bone, of manhood. ","beu I contemplate these thiug-s; when I know that the colonies

in gene.ral owe little or nothiIlg to rmy care- of onri'l, and that they are not squl:lezed into this happy

form by the constraints of It watchful and suspicious Government, but that, throngh a wise and

Ralutary neglect, a generollR natur~ hUB heen emffel'e,ll to tali:(' bel' own was to perfection; when I

reflect, upon these effects~ when I t':ee how profitable they have been to DR, 1 feel all the pride of

power sink, and all presnmption in thl~ wiRdom of human contrivances melt, and die away witbin

ille-. lIf,Y rigor relenti'!. J pardon Romethiog to the spirit of liherty.'

"But eloquence, logic, arguments, facts lLvailed nothing". 'I'he bill became a law. In the
upper house of Parliament, wbere a minority fonght the bill as determinedly ill! the. minor part of

the CommonR, fifteen lords entered a prote.:'lt against it. The ialand of Nantucket was, for the

reasons enumeTated, relieved somewhat from its extremest features, lL faet which did Dot escape

the surveillance of the provincial authorities, who in their turn restrir,ted tbe exportation of pro
,-isions from an;\-' portion of the colonieR, s~"e the Massachusetts Bay, to that ii'lland, and the

Pro"incial Congresfl of Massachu1'lettR further prohibited any exportation from that colony, save
under certain regulatioDs.t But, like th(' mother country, the colonies yield(>(l to the bebests of

humanity and relaxed their stringency in regard to this ildand.

"At an early day after the formal opening of tbe iSi'lUe of battle betwt'eu England and tbe
plantations, the general COllrt of l\-fll8sachu!letts pasRed It resolve, directing 'tbat from and after

the fifteenth Day of August instant, no Ship or Vessell should sail out of an:r port in thia Colony,

on any Whaling Voyage Whatever, without ll'la,,,e flrst had amI obtAined from the Groat and General

""'At tlilil time tbi:l Falkland !IIland8 were -the subj"ct of coo"iderabl" acrimony bebveen the Englisb, Spaniah, lind
BruiliWl G<lVllrnmenta.. Accordin~ toO Freeman Clli8t. Cape Cod, ii, p. f>3lJ, note), tho people of Truro were the fiI'!lt
ofolU" Amerlcan ",batemen to go to the Falkland8. In 1774 Capts. Davirl Sn,ith and QamaUcl ColliDe, at the sag
ge&tion ofAd~l MOntaKUB, of the Britillh navy, made vOYllgea thlue on that pursuit, in "'hillh thoy were very
m.0lIelIIlful...

. "tMQi. Col. 'MSft, Provlncla}CoogN8ll, t, p. 300."
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Oourt of this Colony, Or from some Committel.'l or committees or persons they shall appoint to
grant Buch leave;' and 011 the 24th of August, the da:r for adjournment of the con,rt being near

at hand, it wa.s further resolved, in view of l108sibie damage Jia,hle tn accrue to partie8 for want of
thes(> lJermits, 'tlw-t tl.ll:\ Major l)<11't of t1e Council for this OoJo11;1' 00, amj they accQrdingly are,

hereby fully impowcreu to grant ll'a.ve for any Vess('.u or v~sscns to ,;ail out of any port in thi6

Oolony, OIl all.\, whaling \' (lyage Whatever, at,; to L1wlll &lllJ.ll sepm lit, & reasonable for the Benefit

of Individuals, aud the Good of the Public, provided tJICro he gooll & sufficient security, given

that the Oil & Boue, &c., ohtailwu on I>a,j,l Vo.-rage Hhall be brought into some Port in this Oolony,

except the port of BOSWll, &; Slldl rermits au liot illtCl'icl'e witb any IteBoJn;l or Rooommendatiolis

of the Oontinental OongreH&--'l'be power her;~ilJ given to continue onl;y in the rece8S of the general

oourt.'·"
THE DEATR-KNELL OF AMERICA'N \YHAJ.lNG-.~"The bellS that called the hardy yeomanry

of Xew Englullu to the deti.1Usc (If tlwir jmperileillibenil's on tbb ever·memorable morning of the

19th of Aprilnwg tJw tle<J,th~k}lellof tho whale lll>hel'J', ..,nH\ that cMTied on from Nantucket; the
rattle of musketry was the funeral volley 0\'1.'1" its grave.t S:1\'e from this solitary island, it was

doomed to alllJihHation, A f(:lw veilseIs were tiUf" out, carl,\' ill the war frolli other ports, but, the

risk waf! so great and the ILccl';;sity so l'Imall tbat the hUflilit'ss was soon abandoned. With Nan

tucket it wa;; simply a CMe of desJ)('fatiou; t,he l)Q8inf":"~ lllU"lt be ciU'riel1 on~ or the island must be

depopulatel1 j starvation or remO\'al were thlj ouly alternatives of inaction. The receipt of the

news of the battle at Lexingwll allli CorJconJ., gIoriou~ as it was to the oolonil~8 at large, and

glorious as it may ba"t:l he('ll to tilt' i"l:1ndt'r8 wbose religious !Jrinei!I]{'8wt'l'(, not rigidJS opposed

to war in any 1'orm and uutler any <lircIlUllltanccs, wa~ to the llJajonty of the inhabitants the
announcement of ruined fortum'", aunihilated commercel misery, privation, and suffering. With·
out the immediat,(l circle of colonial assistalice, knowing tlmt t,hey were cut, off from aid in case

they were attacked, 0fl'(lU t<l uCld detcnBele~ at all /:lides from the pn-'Clat.or.r raids of avowed

enemies and trea,c!.J.erou:i, prctcmled f'riemls, th€'o ollly course left upen to them to adopt was to be
as ,"aid ()f ofteul:io as po:'\:,;ible and :strivl.\ to live through the de,sporate struggle just about to com·
mence. Some of the people remO\'l~ to :New York and eventuaJI~'established the whale fishery
there. :Some removed to :KoHil Caroliu8 and there forllled a cOIDlllunity rellia.rkable for thrift and

hospitality; but the vast majority {ireferred to link tlJeil' tortunes "'ith those of their iBland home,

and with bel' :,;jnk or swim. "'itCl:ise.ls from ,lbroad turned their prows toward hOlDe and speeded 00

their way, hoping to attain their port befOl'e English armed vessels oould intercept them; those

alfeooy arrived were most of them stripped of their sailt> and rigging a.nd moored t6 the crowded
wharves, or run high and dry ashure.

jl The petitions of parties for perlVission to fit out tlleir vessels for whaling were almost
invariably (lolnplied with by th(~ general Murt, bonds being given in about £2,000 that the eargo
should be landed at some port in the colony, eXC<Jptiug Boston or Nantncket.}

------------------~._-..~~---------~--
"" MIl.8S. Col. MSS. Hm', Cmllleil Pliper.., &6ri.lS i, vol. il, p. 17.)'1
"tTbe uhipring of Nantneket remlel'ed imlwrtJ>llt a.nf.\>-revolutionw-y aid to the colonists in tbe importatlon of

powder, .. lll'lrvice that Willi continn..,d (l,t intervalu during: the WItI'. The Earl ()f Dartmonth, in a letter to Lieutenant
(Wveroor Colden, dat-od 7th Sept""lllb",r, 1774, 5aY~l 'My lufol'lIllltion aaye that the Polly, CaptlO BenjaD:l.in BroBdlw1p;
bonnd from .A.ln$terdam to Nantu(Jket, has among: other Articleli rooeiVed on board, no reM a quantity than thnJe
Hlllidred thollR8bd pounds weight of Gllnpo'\Vd~r, & I !JlJ,ve gtf'l\t reI180U W believe that ooDside:table quantitiea of
that commodity, .a11 well as other Military Stol'flS, are introduced into the Cololliee fulill Bolland:, through the ehazwel
of 81;. ElMtati/t.' (N. Y. Ccl. Bee., viii, p. 487.) St. Ealitatin, WBt! captlIred by the Eogll"h dllring tlw G01oiIfalwar,
the cbief grounds of the capture ~ing tho alleged supply to the revolting oolQllill8 of oontraband goolh.n

.. t 'Ihe following ill the form of the bond: . .
" 'Know all men by these presents that Nathaniel M.ooy & Riehd Mitchell Jr both of Sherlmrn iA the COvatJot

NlUltncket, are h()kk!n &. stand firmly ooud nIlto Heury G"rd,ner Esqof Stowe ~ iAe·C0tmt7ol~~
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" 'SIWlOOt 8BilJtid, &. did ill prewnell of Ull.'
"C. •

"(MaaB. CoL MSS. MitIG" ili, p. &I.)
"The colonial papon of Mareh 28, 1776, mention that theEnglish trigatot Renown, on her p&88l.loge to AJullrica., took

ten llIltl Of.Amarioan whalemen, which were Mnt to England t-o avuid ihe danger ofruea!fture."
"·Ba.noroft'6 U.s.:, ix, p.l:12." "tEng. Annual Reg., Inr" p. 113."

.. U5peeoh (rftbeEUl of lIln'OOu:Ho the Irleh ParliameDt, Oetobor 10, ITT&. H " ~ Am:nlll,I Beg., 1778, p.131."

"In I 776 the Continental Congress endeavOTl'l1 to induce ]~raDce to engage in war against

England, but in tha proposed negotiations the fisheries on the banks of Xewfoundland and the
various gulfs and bays of North .America were to bt' ullf}('I'sloou a·s not open to a qnestion of
division. Spain, too, was applied tn. I The colonies,' sa.YB Bancroft, 'wm'e willing to assure to
Spain freedom from molestation ill its territories; the,y rpnoullceu in favor of France an et"entnal
CQnquest8 in the West Indies j but, th('y claimcd tllC sole right of a.cquirillg British continental
America and all adjacent islands, including the Bermudas, Cape Breton, and Newfoundland. It

was America and lwt France which first applied tlll~ maxim of monopoly to the fisheries. The
King of France might retain his "xclu."ive rig-btl> on the banks of Newfoundland, as rt'cognized
uy England in the trt'laty of 176;), but hi1'l ~uhject>, wtore not to fish "in the havens, bays, creeks,
roads, coasts, or place;;;,l' which the ITnit-eu St~tes were to win.''' '"

THE ENG-LIsn WH.A.Ll;; FlSU:KRY E:"iCOURAGED.-" In the mean time how was England
affected by her Americau polic,Y f The colollial fi>;her.y lw.ing abolishtHl, it. bee:lllle essential that
i'omething shonld be done to replace it, 'awl particularly to guard against the ruinous consc
qllenccs of the foreigu markl\ts, either chang-ilJg the eour"e of consumption or falling into the

hands of strangers, and t!w:,;t\ perhaps illiruical til thi;;; country. The eOlUmmption of fish oil as a

substitute for tallow wa.fl now become so exh'm,in~ as to rCllller tba·t also ItIl ol~ect of great
Hat iO£lal concern j the eit,Y of Loudon alone expeudiIlg about £300,000 aunually in that com

ulOrlity.'t The evideIlce taken on belmlf of the luitiistl',Y ill o:uppon of their restraining bill,
tl\uuing W show that there already existelt sutliciellt capiwJ ill sbill;;, men, and mOlley for the
immediate and safe trau;;fcr of the whale fishery to EUg"land, while well cnough fill' partisan pur·

pOt>es, was not considered so reliable h;,- the parties bringilJg it forward, and the Gon,rnment was

not at aU desirous or willing to risk a matter of Buch extreme importance npon the testimony
there given.

"Measures were accordingly taken to give l~ncouragement, to this pursuit to the fil;lhermen
aud capitalists of Great Brita,in and Ireland. t The committee haVing tlJe subject in charge were

of the opinion thaot a bounty rlhould extend to the fisheries tn the southward of Greenland and

Davis Strait, and at tbe samfl time that tbe duties OIl oil, blubber, and bone, imported from
Ycwfonndland, should be taken off. It was foulld that the restraining bill worked serious

tlalllage to the people of :Newfoundland, and also to the fisheries from the British islandl'l to that

coast, as, in order to prevent absolnte famine there, it was necessary that se..eral ships should

return light from that vicinity in order to carry ()argoes of}JroviBioDli from Irelaud to the sufferers
tllete. §
---------------~---

of tlie Colony of the M_oh1Umtls Bay or his 8UllCll'lROI'!! in Sd offko ill the Lawful &- Just sum of Two thousand
poundB to the which payment well & trnly t,o l'll nuul", 'we hind oUTl!lelve6 our Reirs Exec' cr Adminisuaton, firmly
by theea pre.~ts sea.led w th onr 6~al Da.red ibis fourh'wui,h de.;;, of Sl\ptcml>llr AnIlO DOlO: 177(;.

"'The Condition of thil'l obligation is suoh that whereas the above·said Nathaniel Mw~' i" a.oont to Aa.entnre to
«ell on a whale Voytlge the 5Choollcr Dighton SUM Padtlack MlI,Iit"r-i(t.hen ttl<' Sd Silas Paddock or an~· other p'lI'I~on

who may ha'V6 the COlPmand of BI! I!lchooner Dighton, rlmi.ng Sd VO)'age ~hall well & truly bring or Cause to be
brought into !IOmll purt or h!lrbonr of thifl Colony except, the port of :Boston or Nant,ucket ail the oil & whale
Bon" that sh&lI be takenby s~ schooner Dight.on in tb" Conn!<) o( Sd Voyage" & rl'<)duee a Certificate under tI,e
handy oftha Selectmen of sd 'I'own Adjoining to Bueh port. or hnt'bonr that he there Lauded ye eame then the abovEl
Obllga.tion to be Void &:. of none Effect otherwayl:l to stand and remain in full (orNI & virtne.

" 'NAT"" lIACY,
" , RlCHD MITCHELL, JR.
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.. The En~ligh fishery, en'll under the encouragement ginm, did not, however, an~wer the

expectatiolls or hopes of its friends. It waR not 80 easily transferred as had· been imagined. .A.
few more \'essels saHell from Great Britain, employing-, of course, a few more men,' hut the extra.

sapply was a mere trifle in comparison to the deiicieney that the restraining bill had caused."

RETALIATION :BY THE AMERICAN COLO~IES.-"The colonies, in torn, passed a bill cntting
off snpplies to the EngIii'lh flef't from the pIantatioos,· a course entirely unforseen by the sage

adherents of the British bill. AI' a natural cOilsequenN', the fishery, which promised so well on

papt:lr, and upon which the majority ill rarliameut had founded "0 mctn." hopes, failed to yield

them the solace for the evil done to America that t1wy so fondly anticipated. Many ships, instead
of bearing to Eng-land 6upplie:->, only returned tht~H~ filr prOYi!:don" to rdiev('. the db.tress they

. found on the coast, both on the sea and the land. lmleed, it was estimatl2d that the colonial

restraining ad caused a 101:'8 to England in the fishery in the"e p:trt1'i alone of fnlly half a million
of poundB sterling.t '1'0 add to the calamities cause-d by man, the very l'lemeurs sl'emed combiul'd

agf\inst them, for a terrible storm aro>le, and the center of its fnry '';'3os tbe shores and banks of
Newfoundland. 'This awful wreck of nature,' l'!a~~1'! g, cbl'onicll'r of the time, • was as liIingnlar in

its circumsta.uces as fatal in its effeets. The Ilea is said to have risen ::10 feet almost instanta

neously. Above seven hundred boats, with their peoplC', Jlt',l'i~lH'd, aud sen'ral i'lhips, with their
crews. Nor waR the mischief nlUch less 011 the land, the Wfl,"es m.'erpassing all monnds; and RW('-ep

ing everything before tbem. The shores pre,o,entf'd It shoddng- spectacle for some time after, and
the tishing·ll(lta were hanled up loaded wit.h human bodiNI.'t These mi-.,fortunes the opposers of

the bill attributed to the vengeance of an indignant Providence.'1

AMERICAN SEAMEN" IMPR1CSSED."-" l{nt Parliament went further than this, and added to

the atrocity of thiR measnre another none the h';;8 h:1rllarouR. It was ueerf'l'd that aU those
prisonerl;l who should be t,akf',n OIl board of American vl'~sels shoulll be compelled, without distinc-

• hOll of rank, to St'rve a~ common sailors on British ship" of war. ThiR proposed measure was

reeeivf>d with ~reat indignation hy thOfll~ gentlemen iu l'al'liament wllOm partisan a~perityhad not

blinded to {'Yery feeling of jnstice. to or compasi'\ion for the colonies. This clause in the bill whi<.h

contained this provision WU8 'marked bye,,"cry pOSSible ll;tigma,' and was de(';cribed by the lords,

in their protest, as' a. refinement in tyranny' whieh~ 'in a sentence worse than death, obliges the

unbappy men who shall be made captives in this; IJr(>,d:ttor;v war to bloar ltrms against their familie8,

kindred, friends, aud country; and after being plunrlert'd themRelvc8; to become accomplices in

plunderiug their brothren.'§ And, by the article8 of war, these very men w(>re liable to be shot

for desertion."
CONDITION OF ENGLISH WHAI.}:-}l'!SHERY IN ] .79.-" By the action of thiR measure large

numbers of Nantucket wllaling captains with their Cft.\WS and a few from other pom were cap

tured bp: the English, and g1w'n their choice either to enter the service of the King in a man·of
war or sail from an English port, in the same pursuit to which they bad become accustomed. II In

September (13th), 1779, John Adams, writin~ from Braintree1T to 'the council of Massaclli.lBets,

says:

" • The' Re8traiIliu,l\"' hilL" " t Eng. Annnal Itllg., 1776, p. 49."
"t English Annual Reg., 1176, p. 43. There WIl.II &I~o much lliet1'el!ls at the Barbadoll!!. It WAS thought at one time.

to draw 8upplil;lH for beleagUered B08ton from theee i@land~ but, cut off all they were from supplies from the ooIOtltes,
with 8(1,000 bIa.eb and 20,000 whire~ to fl'oo., the project W"llo6 d6l'lmed in the high<"llt degree dllD~ro:U8.',I'

." § Annnal Reg., 1776, p.llS."
"I To hil:! oaptors Capt. Nathan CoBin, of Nantucket, nobly said: 'Hang me, it you will, to the ylUd.arm oryonr

"hip, bot do not aU: me to W. a traitor to my COllntry.'-(Bnnl'roft" lx, p.313.)"
"'If Adame, vit, p. 63. Tbi'lill almost idontical with tbo Jetter in MaRl!. Col. :&ISS., Re!lOlvoll, vi, p. 216."



THE WHALJ'] F'JSf-lERY. 123

"J May it please your HOll ours;· Wh He I resided at Pari I:l I had an opportuui t,y of proculing

from London es-ad Information concerning the British'Vl1ale Fishery on the Coast of Braz~
which I beg Leave to oommunica.te to your Honours, that if any ad\"antag-e can be made of it the

opportunity may not be lost.
"(The English, the laRt year and tbe ~'ea.r before, (:arried Oil this Fifiher,Y to n~ry greAt

advantage; off ot' the River Plate. ill SoutII America ilJ tlJeLatitude Thirty·:tive !oIoutlJ alJd from
thence to Forty; just on the edge of 8Onn(lings, oft' and on, a,hout the Longitnd(', sixty-five, from
Landau. They had seventeen vessells in t.his FislJery, which all sailed from Lonaon, in the

Montbll of Sepoomber and October. All the officers and .:\len ar(' Americans.
"'The Names of the Oaptaiws are, Aaron SIHJffield of Newport; ---, GoldsmitlJ i and

Richard Holmes from Long lslajl(l, John Chadwie1" FraueiR !lfay.t Heubt>,fi May,§ John Meader,

Jonathan l\fj~ader, Elisha, Olark; Renjalllin C1al'k, \ViJliallJ l{a~·, Panl Pe!l~e, Bunker FiLch,

Reuben Fiteh. Zebbl'edce Ouffin II amluTtotlier comn, --- Delano,'! Andre,",", SwaiIl; 'Villiam
Ra)\ aU of Nantllcket, John Lo(\k, Capl' Cod j n tlml' 01' fiH of t!Wfle ,"es8el~ went to Greenland.

The tlet~t sails to Greenland yearly; the last of February 01' the Beg-inning (If MardI. There was
}lllbli.'\lIed, the yea,r before laRt, ill tbe Euglish :New;;:paperfl, HlHI the samt' Impofltllre Wtlsrepeated
1a.8t year, and no douht willlm renewed tlli,,; a Letter from the wrdt> Qf .A\lmirally to Mr. DI.",nlli.,
De llel'alt, in Oolman street, iIJforming bim that, It Convoy SbOllld he appointed to the Brazil

F!et·t, But this; I had certain Illformation, was a }1~orger.v ealenlated mainl.v to ueCl.~iveAmerican
Pl'l'tatool's,. aml tha.t no OO\lVO)' wali> appointed, 0\' did go with th~t Fl\-~t; eith(!:l' Imi\t )lear; or the

y~ar before.

Il ':Por the Destrl1ctioll or Captivit,yof a Fishery flO entirflly defenceless, fin' not one of the
Vl's~ens has any arms, a. single Frigate or Privateer of Twenty.fonr, or t,,,"en of Twent~· guns,
would be l:!ufficirut. The Be~irlIlingof Dt'cember, would lIe the heM. Time to }ll'Ot'<:>ed from bence,
because the Frigate wonld tben find the \Vhaling Vessells nearly lOitdell. The Carg{lt's of tlit'se

VeflS(llls, consisting of Bone and U;yl; will be very valuable; :1UU at least fiH1l' buudred alHl fifty of
the best kind of 8~amen would be takt'n out, of the Hands of' the Englisl.J; and might he ga,ined

into the American service to act agailJst the Enemy. }lost of the offiC.f'rs and 1\11'11 wi8hwell to
til is COIHltQ", aud would gladly be in its service if they coull! bf.' deli,"ered, from that they are

engaged in. Whenever an English Man of war, or Privateer, ba>l taken all American Vessell,

tiley have given to the Whalemell among the Crew, by order of Government, their Choicl', either

to go on Board a Man of war, and fight !~gainst their Country or go intI' the Whale Fishery.
SUdl Numbers ha.ve chosen t.lJc latter as hayc made np the Cmws of tllf'fle flevenlePIl Vessells.

I" I thought it my Duty to communicate t!lis Intelligence. to yoar Honours, that if so prolit"

able a Branch of Commerce, and 60 valuable u, Nursery of Seamen, ellli be taken from the English
it may be done. This State baa a peculia,r IHgbt and Interest to undertake the Enterprise; as

almost the whole fleet belougs to it. I bftve the Honour tQ be, with the highest COllflicleration,
your Honours most obedient & most bumble servant

"'.JOHN ADAMS.;
-~-~~~-------~---~---~--~---~-------

" • In 1778 tile l:ommiflSiollcra (Franklin and AdA>InR) in Fro,nee wl'Ote to thl\ PreRid(>llt, of Congreas in nellJ'Iy t.\J.e
-aml1> '1I'ol'ds, lllgiUP: the destn.111tion of tbe En::t'li~h willi-Ie fillhety on the ()oast of Brazil amlt be rr ll'~s() of tho Am('ri
CQIl9 there, who were pr~cl.i(m,lly prisonen> of war, COIDl'dloo to 3.id in /:mpportiTlg the ,,neIllY. In th('1 !<'f.\er of the
c<lmnliS$loMrl:l, dawd PaIl8Y, --, 177B, M('II8", Franklin and AdamI'. ","rite that. thr{'(l wlH~lemNl haY" heen tnkel}
by Fl'(ln(lh D16n-of.wax anti carried int" VOrlent.. Th('\ l:rrow" of the~ whaling '<"Ms"Is nre AID"rican".-(Work.8 of
John Adame, vii, p, 63.)"

"tWilliaDl Oold8mith, who aailed from Nantucket for London with Ilo cargo of oi,] in April, 1775,"
r't Francis MMJ'!' "~ReubenMtwy." "~ Zehdiel Cot'lln.~'

"'If A.bisha. nelano (probably.)" .. - From Nantncket. Twenty Damell are given in this lillt."



124: HISTORY AND METHODS OF TRE. FISHERIES.

" This letter was referred to a committee. who reported that. a copy of it should be sent to the

President of the COlltlTlcntal COllgress, which report was adopted, and thus Massachusetts let slip

throngh her fingers the identical golllen opportunity which tbe Gru('ral Goyernment had neglected

the ..ear Ol3fore. The I'!u?;ge."tioll.'i of Mr, .Adams, wh() of alt oar He,o]utiona,ry statesmen seems.. . --
most !O have 11lHlerstood and appreeiat"ld tbe importance of this ilHlustl'y, were practically dIsre·

garded.· It is difficult to ealculaw how Hlneh the ArnerieaII whal" fishery was aftected by this

failure to act Oll this sug-ge8tiou of :lIP. Adams. Many of these captains and men, and others

catpured at other times during the 'war, had at its close sailed so long from British port8 that the

extranNlin:try illdlH:ell\\~lJts 11\~1;1 mIt hy tlH~ E.u;:l;U"h, amI tll,~ ,lq}f~i.i\i\,}n in tlw.ir bU8in~ in the.
United State!;, iUllU{~diatel,,,SU('e(' ell in;; tlle cll'se of the war, operated to transfer to that country

their skill aud, measurably, the trcapi taP

FORAYS llY ENOUHU :'lAVAL VH~"ELS: TlmA1'Y OF 1778.-" In the years 1778-'79 tbe
Bnglish WHey made /Se~'er;tl f((ray", UPOh !lIe rlea,coust towns of N"cw Eng-land, destroying much

propert.\' at ""Va-rreu1 It. 1" Dartmouth, )llu·tha's VilJeyard, ami :-\antnck('t in Massachusetts.t

Indeed, these predatory raitIs were ftTljlletl!: throughout the war, and liahle to occur at any time,
cOllsequently the ullfortauate inhabitant;;; wem kl~pt in a (~OTltilllml fl'rrllellt. During the same

time the Governmellt ()f FranC(~ WilH l.;ontiuually intrjg:u ing for the ('x<:luiiin' IJOSselSsion of the North

American fislwries. Ou the Uth of Febraa!'r. lii;'), a treaty of amity ami eornmerce wa,r;; arra.nged

hetw(~en Fmnc<~ aull tlw Guit:ed Hlnll";, Upon thi~ point each ",idt,l was to reta.in tbe exclusive

right to its own. Thb .AlU(~rica·ll" N'llt'\'th-d tl' tIll.' Fl'l'IH~ll HH\ ri~hts resel'Yed hy the t-reatleB j}f

Utrechtt and rarj~,§ tn-en to the Trendl iutl'r}lrt'tatioll of tlwlll, which were the right to fish UP~)ll

the Bankl'l, and the excll1/Stve 11;,;e of olw"u:'!.If till' ;,:11'Il'I',., of Newfoundland upon which to drJ-' their

fisll.11 in regard tu what disposition 8houJd he IIlad,~ of that i,dand ill case it should be captured,

nothing was said; the !;:entinH~ut of XI\W :Eug:lalltl, hO\'nIV"l'l upon that point 'Wllll unmistakable.

Latei' ill the SlIme year Samuel AdamI-:, ill a letter frolll Pbihulelphia, wrote: 'J hope we s1la11

secure to the United Sta~,e8, Cawl.,la, NlH'a, Scotia, Florida, tOO, and the fishery, by our arms or by

tl'ooty.' He writes further, and en~r~'yl'ar of the past century hali borIJe witness to the soundness

of his views: ' We shall lle\'eI' be on a solid footing till Great Britain cedeR to us, or we wrest

from hei', what nature d~8igns we should have/ ~r
,- .._~---_. __._---"~"'---"------_ ..__.".._--"'.~----------------------

". An "x~..ption to f,Jw g-eneral '1I'I1tl1)' in thjb r"slH'ct O{l(\Ilfre,llt,f,e in til(, faU or l)llrly in tbe winter of 1776, 'l'l'lwn
boatll from the AlIma, Iruin-of-war, wem Mnt a~lt"re at C'mso nn,l ~"8tro.!ed j,he whalio~ intel'est there, burning sJl
the materialll for that iudU8try, (,,,~,'l,h,-,r wi 1.11 all t,lIn oil bi:on'.~ ",-iLh tlle-ir contentb."

"I 'Beturn of Yell~lb am! lIt{lr!'S ,i'lHt,rnyeu 0)( Acu"Ihnl't W ""I' tho ;;tb of Se ptembel', 1778: 8 !laB of Ja,rgtl vetlI;lelR,
from 2U() 1,0 300 tout<, mOll!' of th",n' p]'ize~; j; am,.,,] ....c,,~,-.]", carrriug from 10 to 16 gun"; a unmoor of IIloops alld
.schooner. of inferior "iz", ",mounting ill all. tn ;0, ]}".irleB wJulIe-boat" 'UlU olh"r;,; a,uongstt.1I0 T'r~gwere three ~ak(ln

by COIInt ])'Estaigu'. ilee~; :!6 "tom-ho,,",," nt B(,df"rd, fliw",.,d at )lcl'her,~..al·~ Wharf, CruulI Mills, Itnd}<'a.irhaven ;
the..., wllre filled wit,h v'lr,v g-n,,,t 'lnrr.ntit,in~ IOf rmn, BUg,\1', mol""llI's, coff,,,,, tobac!)o, cotton. tea, medicines, gunpow
dl'T, Bail-<lloth, cardagl', &e. ; two l"rg" rOiw.wlIl k8,

" 'At 1:'almo\ttb, 'in tll(>, Viu<C:VB-r<l Rm:m'l, HI'" H\I1\ <)f S"1,t.em\:>("r, 171"8; 2 '51=p~ and &I\<;UOOneT taken by the gaJ.
I"yll, I loaded with 1It-'H·"'.; 1 bloop burnt,

" 'III Old Towu Hllrhor, Marthlt·. YilleJ'arcl: I Ildg' of 1:.;0 ton. burden, burnt ll~' the Scol'pion; 1 sohooner at. 'TO
tOllll borden, burnt hy ditw; 23 whah'·hoatN tll.keu or <1,'MI'O.VCU; s, qnan!Hy or plank taken.

" '.A t HoI mos'" Hoio, Murth'l'~ Villl~)'anl: 4 n,sseh, with Beveral boat>;, takNI or de6trnye(l; a ll8lt-work delltroyed,
and a comiderabl<l quantity of ~alt takeu.'-(Rick(jtl«}Il'~Now Bedford, I'. ~:3.)

"At sag Harbor Loug l~Jalld, pr-opert.\' Wll.~ taken or doatl'"yod to n· Jaq:;c amount; Ne'l'l"porl Rtltfered greatly; Nan·
tuolr.et lo,st twelve or fourteen ve;;sel~, oil, slotI'll, &0.• to the v:tlu'" of £4,000 atoding. Warren, R. I., lIuffered da.ring
the war to the extent of 1,09ll tollS of ahipping, among them two Vllll!lels loaded wJth oll, and III large amount of other
proP6.rty, Sag Harbor aLlo lost oue or more ve611eia by capture."

"t AI.ril 11, IG13." " ~ February- 10, 1'163."
"1 &U(Il'Oft'a U. S., Ix, 481. The fad m1Ut be kept in mind that 'Wbling andJlehing for cod Wtli'cI both oarritld

on on. nea.rly the 8lUll6 waters, ~d oft,.en by the &ame Vf'l88611l."

"'II Bancroft'll U. 8., ::1:, 177,"
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"France also BOught the aid of Srain, and that power wa.s given to understand tha.t in the final
treaty of peace between the unit,!!II 8tatN, alld England, t!l(;y, too, wOllld IH3cessarily hal'e some

voice. Vergennes, in October (lY7R). st<Ltl'd, as tlHJ ollly IItil'nhLtioll;< \rbi(~h Fralwe would require,

t Imt ill the :final llcgotiatiou ~ tL e t rcaty of G trvth t IIIw-; I ill' "i GIGI' IV hoi J;y COJJt illued or entire1,\'

annulled; that sbe must be all("'-i'd to r"l\tore the lJar]),lf oj' Dlllll~il'k; aud OJ<lt slw must he allowed

'tlHl coast of Newfoundland. from Capl' BOll:l\'i:,;t~l to Cap\' Bt. ,John, wit lJ tlw exdusive fishery

frOID Cape BO[lavista to Point, HielH;.'" By a trearS' made with ,sp:liu. ~\pril 12, 1779, France

lJoulld lwrself to attempt the iuvasion of Great Britain or Ireland, amI to iSlmre only with Spain
tile North .AmerICan fit,lilerie..... ill CAlse ...]w 1>1lCe('l'df:>d in dl'i\'illg t1w EngJi:.,!1 from Xewfoundluud.

"These di~;j(~nssi(Jns(as to the term" to be Pill braced ill tlH~ final tr('al y of peace) were necc!';sa,ry

pcudillgo the question of an ,.lliauee with Fmnce :m(] Spain agaillst England, WhNI the subject

of frontiers was brougoht np, Frauee, wlule yicldiu;; all claim to tlw IHm-illees 01' Canada and Nova,

Scotia., whieh for years had been h.w-"'. jOiIH'd heaftil~c wi! b Sp<Lin in OPpl)"ill g' 111\-\ manifest rlesirf'

of the Arne,rican/:> to ",ceui'(' the!lI. '.rwo State,; per.",ist.'d in the right awl Jlolicy of acqUiring them,
but Congress, ali; a bm!y, deft'Tl'ct! to the 1"rellch ",iew of tll<! suhject. ""ith l'c~ani to the fi«heries,

of which the intt'fruptiou fon:Jed {lne or till' (\lcult'ats of the war, public Imy had not; yet been

settled.' • By the treaty of Utrecht! Franee agre~d not to :/ish within 30 JeagUt\s of tht:' coast of

::;ron1 Scotia; and by that of Pari.4 , uot to fi,;h within 1;1 leaglle~ or Oal){~ ilretoll. ~Joreo,er,

):;ew England iLt the beginuing' of tho war ll;ut by aet of J'adi:tlllt'llt, bf'('ll deharrel1 from fishing

nu the lJallk1> of XewfoUlHlland. .. .. • 'Ttw fi;,;!teryon tllH higll Seal;','!:in Yt'rgp'lllf'$ expounded

tim law of mltions, 'is as frel' ,1.'1 the St'lL itself, an,l it is sU}lt'dluHll,'< to (lisen,,::> the right of the

AJuericans to it. But the coast fislll'rit's beJOll,i.(- or righ:-, til ;-Iw proprieLU',v of tll{" (~oa,"t. 'I'herefore
the fisiJ('l'ieO'! 011 tlltl eO(lsts of -:-iewfonlJ(ll,ltId, of X(fYlL Scotia, of C,wa(]a, lwlollg' (~xelJl~i-.,-ely to the

Euglish; amI t!t{' AmeriC;H1H ImYt', lHl pretensionI'; \,ha.t(wcr to Sl1"r0 i IJ tlwm.'f Iu ...-ail} the

Ullited Stittes urg:;\tl that tile eololli('", ahn,)st exdusiYe]y, hall iUJJlron~d the coa~t tisheries, and
cOllsidered tilat imrntlulOrial and ~ole impro",emellt was practieal acquisition. In yaill theyinsisled

that .New England men, ami New Eughwd mOlll-:~'y, aud Si'W Eug-Iaml brains had etlecte{l the first

eouquest of (Jape Breton, amI wen' powerful aids to the l>\Uhseqnellt conqucst of Nova Scotia and
Canada, and hence they had aequil'l,d at It':Il\t a. perpetual joint propriety. To their arguments

Vtlrgellues replied that the conquests wen~ milde Hot for the eolonie1'l hut for the crown, and when

Nelv England disJ:>olved its allegiance to that crOWIl she n-HOlllJC"d ller rig-ht. to the coast fisheries.

In the end the United States were obliged to SUCCUlll b; tlu'-.\' had ao;ked aid from foreign powers,

and they mUtlt yield, so far as was practicable, to Lite deml1lld.>l tboo;e lJowers made. These eonces

sions were a portion of the price of independenee.

U A committeet was appointed by Cong-res,,> to ddinite1.r arrange upon what terms the future

treaty of peace with En.glarld shoultl be :finally eommmmated. and in February, 1779; they reported
that Spain manifested a disposition tD torm an allianct; with tbp United States, hence indepcn

dellce was an eventual certainty. On the que....tion of fj1>hing they reportvu that the right should
belong pro!}ffi'ly to- the United Bta,res, Franee, and Great Britail] ill commOll. 'l'hi~ !)ortion of the

report was long under discussion in CongTel.'S, and it was finally Yot-ed t,lJat the common right of

the United States to fish 'on the coasts t bays, Jlnd banks of Newfoundland and Gulf of Saint Law

rence, theStrai~ o-f Labrador, and BeUe Isle Bhonltl in no case be given up.'§ Under Ii vote to

j, .. n..noroft'9 U, .8., xc, 1'. 184." "tBl:IIlcr"ft'". 1I. s., li:, PI'. 210-11,"
"t Gouvllm&urMoniB, of New York; llnrlce, of Norlh Carolina; Wlthtlt'llpoou, of He w J-en;ey; Samuel Adam.s, of

A{lWIllehU1le~ts, and Smith, .of Virginia..-{BlUlCroft,'8 U. 8., x. p. 213.)" •
" t Bancroft's U. 8. t %; p, 2l3."
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reconsider this sUbject OIl the 24t,b of March, Richard Henry Lee proposed that the United States

should have the same rights which they enjoyed when subject to Great Britain, which proposition
was carried b.y the voto<,; of PeIJlls:\-'1 vania, Delaware, and the four ~ew England States, New York
and the Southern States (JPIJ{)~iI.lg. New York, under the leader~hip of Jay and Morris, perempt.

oril;\-' declined to illsist on this right by treaty, awl Morris Inmred that independence should be the

sole condition of peal:l.J. This was declared out of order by the Yotes of the New England States,

New Jersey, aud Peunsylvania, against the unanimous vote of New York, Maryland, find North
Oaroliua; Delaware, Virginiu, and South Oft,roliua being equally clivided.

'" But }'rauce had a vital intcrellt in thi8 matter, and the :B'rench minister interposed his
illftuence, aud Oll tile :J7tb of Muy Congress retumed to its original resolve, 'that in no case, by

lUl;\-T treat;\-' of l'eae-tl, should the common right of fishing be given up.'

"Ou the 19th of June the equanimity of the French minister was suddenly and rudely disturbed
by Elbrii.lge Ge1TY, \vho being from Marblehead, \vas the steady and persistent champion of the

claims of New Englund, and who, in the prolonged dhscussions, always camo to the front in defense
of tbose right.:;. Enti.n.,J;y unexpectedly, Gerr,y, avoiding' a breach of the rules of Congress by a

change in form, moved resolutions, that the Uuitcd States have a commOn right with the English

to the fisheries on the lmilks of Xewfoulldland, aml the other fhllling-banks and seas 9f North
America. The demand was for no more than VergeTlIllJl< confm\ljed to belong to tllem by the law
of natiolls; and Gerr~' imlisted that uull:'<l!:l t.he light received the guarantee of France, on the
consent of Great Britain, the American minister should not sign au;r treaty of peace without tinlt

conl;ultiug UOllgress.'" A most stormy uud bitter deb,tte cIll:lued. The frieud« of France resieted

strenuousl;.~. Four States declared it' the resolution was adopted they should secede. The matter,

l.lOweyel', wa.s somllwha.t compromised, and the COl.lllllOn right of fishing on the Grand Banks
affirmed; Oongrel;s askillg' for that right tbe guarantee of ]"ranee by means of a supplementary

article explanato1JT of former treatiel:!.
"The l"l'cnch minister became alarmed, and ,!Ought an interview with the President of Don·

gres!! and two other llll'lmbel'S known to be eq ually favora bl;y disposed to the policy he repre8ented.
The vigor l.mel zeal with which New Englaud had presse,l the matter had disPOHed them to concede

to the del:lir(~s of this l:ledioll. He as sured them • that disunion from the side of New England
was not to be feared, for its people carried their 10\'\1 of independence eveR to delirium,' and con·
tinued: •Theru would seem to be a wisll to break the COIlIlection of France with Spain; but I

think I can !>ay that, if the American!> should have the audacity to force the King of l1'rance to
choose between the two aUiaIlce8, his dt!ci~ion woultl not be in favor of the United Stat&!; he will
not certainly expo~e hillllolelf to consume tbe remaining resources of his Kingdom for mUlly yearll

only to sccme an increastJ of fortune to a few ship-masters of New England. I shall greatly regret,

on account of the Americans, Bhould Spain enwr into war without a, convention with them.'

Five hoUl'll of di.;,;cullosion failed to induce the member" to undertake to cha.nge the views of Con
gress, and a new interview was held ou the 12th of July, between Gerard and OODgreB8, in a
committee of the whole. As a final result the question was left to be settled when a treaty of

]XlaC6 was formally arranged with Great Britain."

.. In the mean time how fared it with the Whale fishery' The people of Nantucket, with whom

alone it WaI'l still encouraged, though in the face of the most terribleditlCouragements, were reduced
to the se.erest straits. To live, they must eat; to eat, the;y must have provisions·; to obtain pr0

visiOns, they mU.llt give in excbange money or its equivalent; to obtain the excb&llgeable com~

mod!t.y, wme bu:>iness wust be pursued. The whal<' fit>hf>ry WR-S the ollly business available to
. -

.. ~ B/l;Il{,l'{lft'~ U. s., x, plJ. ~16 to 219."



THE WlLiLE 1'ISilEHY. 127

"'IWBEII'l' DIGBY.

them. Long practice had made them familiar with it, and a singleness of pursuit had kept them

comparatively ignorant of any other occupation. But the great problem was how to carry it on,
even in the limited wa;y to which l by the del:ltrllctiou of tllt'it vessehi, the;y were restrictell. If the;y
l;ailed under American protection, tile English captured ant! destroyed their vessels and imprisoned

theil' meT) j if they cleared with the sanction of English lSafegUludll, t.he Americans performed for

them t11e same kindly offices, Between tho upper and the lIetlwr mill.stones of war they were quite
ground to powder, In their extremit~7 ther learned that the Englil:;h were inclined to be lenient
toward them in the matter, alld thes had quite reliable assurance that the leading men of the
American Government looked compar>~ionatel'yupon the distres>;eu situation of the unfortunate
isla,uders.

"Influenced b;y these coIlsideratioIll:;, t,he iuhahitalltil sent Timot,hy Folger, esq., to Xew York,
to represent the condition t,lley were ill, and solicit permission to carr;\-' on whaling wit,hout danger

of capture from British cruisers. The~' ui:lked permits for twent,,\" fishing boats to fil:;h ltrouml the
island, for four vessels to be employed in the whale tisher,\", for ten smull yesl'cls to snppl~' the

iUhabitants with wood, and for one to go to New York for some few' supplies 110t obtainable else

where.- 'l'heir petition was not, so successful us they had wished."

AMERICA:"! VESSELS GRANTlm PERMITS J<'on WIIALDfG.-" In 1781 Admiral Digby succeeded
Admiral Arbuthnot in the command of the English fleet in thm"e wawrs, lmd Jlermission to whale

Wal; u:,;ked of hilU,t and permits were issued for twenty·four vessels to pnnme the business
uumolested by EllgHl:;h armed crui:,;ers.:j: 'Thi:,; pri\Yilegt.',' ~ayO\ Mac,r, 'seemed to give new life

to the people. It produced a considerable movement ill busine8s, but t.lIe re:,;ourCC8 of the island
had 1:;0 diminished that but It I:llliall number of vessels could take tIle 1JE.,t1efit of these permits,

Those who,had vessels, and were possessed of thl~ moans, fitted them out on short voyages, and,
had there been no hindrance, it i8 probable that they woulel have done well; for the whales,

,,. "racy, 113."
"t Mr. Maer giyes us to uuderstand tha,t 110 permit.s wero grall.ed, hut thi~ tHllijL be an crror; for Mro Rotch (mae

~IS.), who Wat! one of the cummit-tee tho succeeding ;y'('ll.r to obtain grant~ f)"om t.ll" English, lIloutiou~ an lloOllusation
JlJ:l,de by Commodore Affieck, of abuse of coufidenClo in regard to the pllrmits which were "ranted the Ylmr bCfON, and
tlu,t seaJ"cely a Vtl8&tl1 could bo fOUlUI but had ono of tho~... documents. To this Mr. lloteh replied: 'Commodore
AJlieck, thou hll.tlt b""n gr<latly iml'0~eu upun in tlli!! mattcr. I ud~' Cupt. -- to mak" such 11 declaration to my
['Ice. Tho8tl Permit<! were put into my lUlllut;. I deli"cred them, taking receipt.. fur each, to be returned to me o.t
tho end of the VOYGg6, and~ll obligation j,hat no t,rau!!f..,r "liouId he !Undo 01' <:opi"B giwm. I re(\03ived back Boll thtl
l'ermitll cxcept two before I left hOlll~, amI should probably have recoivod t.hus<> two on tbe <lay (,hat I _iled. Now
if allY duplicity hall been practiced, I am the person who ill a'llooun1able, lOud I am hero to take th<l puuishm<lnt 6!loh
llcrlldy u<l$)rve<I.' Mr. Rotch'!! cllarackr a..~ 10 man and a merchant I\tOOtl to.., 1Jigh to btl q Ilcstiolled, and tho commo
dore, who II momwt before was 80 violent, l.oeCllW<I more gouial, and n'IJlioo, 'You d"-"Wl'v() favor,' Q.lltl a&li8tOO Mr.
Roteh to ..,Otain it. The termination of thi!j difficulty ill hut OIt" "",ample of tho lIlann"r iu which all these lllanders,
[1'OUl both Engli81l and Americlllis, were dispOO<!d of when the aee1l8ed (l<mld hav;I an 0PI;O,.tunit~"of eonfn'uting the
MeU&el'il or thOll6 in authority."

"t 'fhe following i6 a copy or' on<l of these perlllit~, irou. MlIO~', ll. 115;

" , [I.. 8_] By Robert Digby, Esqnire, Rear Admiral of the Red, and Commander-in-chief, &0., &0.
J"",•• ClIil.Oa "Pllrmi\ll;ion is hel'elfy given to tllil Dolphin lfrig, burth"n sjxt~' tons, WlI,lter Folger owner,
~b.i.<lill.l.t;'fi4rm' navigated by Gilbert :Folger as master and tbe twelve .!leo.rnen nallled in the margin, to lea't'fl th"
~,.eolrge (';~I<>lIl"" island of Nantucket and to proceed on a whaling YOy<l.ge,-to "ommenee the first of January, 1782,
OJ v~nu~ ow:Q.ib. .
l"lu.,-l... ~_II and end the lallt day of -- following, provided that they have on board the nec-...ry whalmg
Pet"" Pollllol:d craft and prllvillions only, and t.hat the mll.8ter of said brig ill pO&leS&6d of a ccrtifioat-e from the
Andrew Col<ml&B @eIN:tmen of the said isl:lnd, setting forth that she is Lonejide th" pl"Operty of the inhabitauts of the
~00d lIanm11l !Bland, with the Dll.mea of tho llia.6tar and _men in 1)<11': and that she lIhall not be foand proceed-
onathan .fui&l!:o iug with ht'l" cargo to IIny other port thall NantlJoket or N llW York.

" 'Datell at New York, th" llrat (la~C "f Dl'<ltmlbllr, l1iil.

'" To the commiMimJenofbis majll8ty'!! shipil ~nd vlllllle1ll of war, a8 wellllollof allllriyatllel1land l"tt.cr8 of marql1l.1.
" 'By eommmmof the Ad,miral; ,

.. , THOMAS M. PALMER.'''
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ha,ving boon unmolested for several years, had become numerous. and were pretty easily canght.

To carry on the whalH fil<h('ry under permission of the Government of Great Britain was a proceed

iug somewhat uovel, aml eouhl llOt paSH uunoticed. .A Ithollgh it was Ilot publicly klJOWU, yet it
was i-"t'll('rally lJ(llienld tha.t some kind of iudttlg'cnen lwd lJf'en showil hy tIle enemy to t/te people

of Nuutudwt. This cammd !50me clamor on the continent; but our GcO\'erllllwut well knew the
situation of the place, and its large parti<;ipation in till:' Cll.Iamities of tbe war, and Was, con8equently,

rather inclined to 1'a,,"or thml to condernll the aCCl'prauc{J of fa,vol's from thlJ English. Although
the GOl'{'rnment coulu not gmnt all {~x(:lu"in.' pridhj~o to any lHuticular part of t.he Union, yet
such encOUl'a.trt~1I1eIltwas given hy tlw leadiug- men of the D:1tiOIl, in their individual capacity, as

to warrant the proceeJing. Several Hssels whaling under thcg(~ permits were ta,ken u;r American

privateers amI carried into port, but ill every instance they were soon liberated. 'Vhenever it

was found that tbe permits wert> used tor no other pnrpOSe than that for which they had been

~'Tanted, and tha,t the "essels usin~ them had llot been engaged ill illicit trade, there was no

hesitation in releusillg tlwm.'

"Ne"ertbele~s a great l'i~k attended Ulis mode of llroceeding, and the islanderl:! became
satisfieu that to make the llU~ncss1'!!.ts(U1abl,Y "'tfe permits llJ llst \ll' ohtained from both conteuding

powers and permisic\ioll also to make use of each Jieense agaillflt the other's vessels of war. Accord
ingly, a town llIfletiug waH (lOllvcm'tl Oil the 25th of Seplt'Iuber, 17~:l, and a memorial prepared
and adolltl~d which wag sent to tile gelU>ral conrt of iHassaehusd.ts.* 'This petition recit~d the

ullfortllnah' "Muation the people wert) ill, ('xpo~('u to the iunmd." of English and Americans, with
11l.lither .\lide ahle or willing' to protect tlwm agtliust tIle other, ami powerless, because of the

def"enselt,gll dwracter of the i"land amI the rt'1igiotll< convieticlUS of tlw vast majority of the iuha.bi
tauts, to snitablr guard Uwir ()\\'I) fil'lCsides. 'Iiw,V UI'g'l.'d that I)(~opl" ill contineutal towns, where

the broad country (Ipene({ tel tru:'m a plal;(, f(Il' I'I,tl'eat, eOIl!([ have but faint ideas of the suffering
of those w lw wert:\ ('ousta ntl~, Iia 1l11~ tJ} hostile in va"iOll all U whose iUllul ill' po'Sition precluded

ull thought8 uf e>icape, am} the.... imligllalltly re,wuted the calUlllUic<:i wh~clI had been lipread broad

cast through tb~ Stato jn reg,'lrd to alleged .-u;tjOllS of rbein;, Hega.rding- tho prooeclltioll of their
business, the,.. said:

H 'We 110W beg leave w throw a few bintOl b('fol'(' you re"pGcting the \Vhalefiahery, as alllatt-er

of great importance to tIJi!:! Commonwealth. Thjs place befure the War, was the First ill that

branch of bnsinesR, & mnplo.YNl more than Qne llnnured Sail of good Ves8el~ therein, which fur

nish'll n, li!upport not only for Fi\'e Thotlsaml Inhahitants llt~re; but for Thousands elsewhere, no

1)}aoo 80 well adapwtl fur the gOOtl of th~ Uommunity at larg6 as Nantm·.ket, it btling destitute of
ever.)' material necessary in the Businc:,;", aUlI the Inhahitant.s might be called Fautors for the

Oontinent rather than Pl'ilwipals; ftK tht~ war encrea<:itlil the Fishery ceaaed, until necessity obliged
us to make trial tbe last Year, with about seventeen t>ail of l"essels, Two of which were captured

& carried to Xew YOJ'k1+& Olle wa.,s burnt the others made sav:ing 'Voyages. The present Year
we emplo.H'~l abont Twenty FOl1t' Rail in tbe same business, which ha'Ve mQStly compleated their

Voyages, but with little success; & a gre.at loss will ensue; this we apprehend is greatly owing

to the cirwmscribed sitnation ~)f the :Fillhery; we :ire nO\v fully sensible that it can no longer be pur
sued b.)' us, unle~ we DUye free libert.y both from Great Britain & America to fish withont mter-

".By ll. ,'ery diPilMtwlliI fire at Nll.I1t"loket, ill 1846, tb", I'1!ooros both of the town and cuetom-ho\llle were deeliroyed,
hanoe there ari8ll6 milch .diffil'Ulty ill getting Illany interest.ing detailfl. Many of the oustom records of N_ Bedrord
were oet'troyed by.ftrn in J&!f>; Ule C£lrrt'Spolu])ng docuWMtH of Nell'pllrt, prior'to 1779, were evrled aW&1 ~ too
English, and the Ve8/l6I 11ontaiuing thcom being 81ltlk, t,h~ were, when recovered, in 11. very damaged eonditiDn; tb8
ldmUar :recorda or Sag HsTbor (the older ones)·Wl'!1'e 8t<rred in a damp pl$Ol;l, aud aw mildewed and illegiltlel' ..

"t New York, a.t tibia time, W&fI mpo88eSIllon of the Englillh.'J
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rupt,ioll; As we now find One of OUI' VeR<lf'!s is captured & eurried to New Yo!'k, but. ~'itllOnr an)"

Oil on board, anll Two others have lately ooen taken & carried into Ho...;totl & SlilerlJ. lIIHkl' ]JI'C

t~w;e of 11l1ving tlunblt~ }laperS Oil hoarll, (XevertiJl'}(';:;s we PI'CSlLltH' thl:' eaptorh will nut I'''y llla\

1m,V or 0111' ",Ybalemen han\ goue iuto Sew YOl'k during tlle sea,;{)] I a" iHleL a charge WI>!lld han'

no foundation in Truth), Awl if due attention is not Ilail\ to til l~ nluahle hrauclJ, which if it was

"iewed ill all ito; parts, perlHlp;; would appeal' the most ad nlnta;:'{'oll", of nny 1'081'.0.",,'11 by this

GOH'rnmeut, it will be entirely IO'lt, if til(; WaL' I'OJltilllH'S: Vi'/; "il,'w it \ritlJ I'('g'l'ct & IlWlltioLi it

wit.h cunccrtl~ & from the gJOOtl1;\' pr08pect nll''' hl,fo}';' 11.", we appn-hetHl 1\l:J.ll~' of tll(' In habitant"
1II11l>t q nit. top l!;lalltl , not hei lJl! able 1'\"1'11 to ]IrnvilJp nN!(;l.'lUlrll'S for nil,' apl'l'o;lel;illg 'Yill !:f'r: :;omp

will retreat. 10 the Contilleut & set dowl1 ill thf< \Vl:'stt>nl GO\"('l'T1lIlell to<; ;lllt1 tilt' most <l(·ti VI' ill the

Fishery will moo;t probably go to llistnut (~OllLlt.rips, wh~'rp tlH"Y e:Ln llll,ve e\'l~ry "llt~0l1l';liH'n!l'lll,

hy NatioBs whn are eagerly wi:<hinr.; to embrace so favollrabk fl,fl o[JPOl'tllllit,~' to ;1\:(~otlli'llsJJ their

1II'o;iref<; which 1;'\"ill be it great Joss to tlle Oontinellt ill w'ucr,l1. but 11I0;'1', to ntis Gon'rnlllmlt in

lla:rticnlar. \Vl'. be.g l('(\,e to imlH:l';;s the {'olLshh~r1~ti()n of tht<;; importaLlt 8ubje(\t, not H.~ the juu~.

1lll'Ut of an iusiglJifieant few, lnlt of a Town wldell a few Y,,;m, />inet', I'tood til(' 1'hird ill Ran\;: (if

we mistake not.) in hearing the BurUw11R flf Government; I twas tlH'u populolls and abounded

with p!f'lIt,;-.', it i>: Jet populoL1>l Imt i~ eov(·rpd witb pow'rt.y. Your !\'h'lIloriali",t,>l 1Iftve mal]!.' eJlOice

of Samuel ::3tarbnck, JosiaiJ Barker, \Villiam Rotch. SttOpllt:'1l H ll~RI'Y alit] Timothy FO!g(~I', liN tlleil'

Committee wila can I';pe~k mort' fully to the several matter,,; couta.iu'll in t.his l\1t;'mOl'ill1, OJ' allY

other thing' that mar eOllcern this County, to whom we desiro to r{'fer yml. Sigllf~d iii \Ielwlf of

lhe Town by-
"l It'REDBHICK HlLG-EH.,

" , Town Clerk.'

~"This memorial was n·ferred to a committee e()nRi.~tingof ('.eOl14C Cabot, m'fJ., on behalf of thf\

~ellat~, and General \i'ilard and COIOlIC! iI1cCobb OJI the parl of 1he hou,,;e, which eommittee OIl

thn 29th of Octobrr made the followillg report:

"~That altho' the FaeLs !let 1'm'l h ill ~ait1 j\1t'1ll01'ial are t1'U(I amI ttl(' l\1eworilllists dest'rve

Reliefin the pl'emise~, ,yet as jlO adel}lla,t.t' l~elief can he gi"eu tlwm hut h.r the United StakR in

CongrGs8 aR8emb!etl. til f'l'efor(; it is t,he 01Ii II ion of Uw (JomIII i tt('(~ that tlll'~;li (1 ;\1 l '1IJ oria! be referr'd

to the eOllsiJeratioll of Con~n'A~, !L,THl tlle l)I'lt'~;1tt'N (,f t.hir:; COllJ mOil Wt',tltll be l'('qnired to 1181'

t.heir ElJuea.vonn, to impl'tlRS (Joll/tr('.RA with jllNt Idtla" of the Iligh worlll &, ImpoJ"tallCt' of Hw

Whale fIshery to the UniU\ll Stat.me; ill general. & this St.atr~ in partienlar.'''
"This report waR a<.~ceptetl, and it WlLl' !mltlred that the th·legat('N ill', furuished with a eop.\' of

t.he memorial, aQd be required to take tht' act iOlI illdil~,1t('tl ill tllc l'epln't.

.. In addition to the acti(Jll of the gllnern\ court, the tOWll also ';('llt William Rott:h a:,d ;:jamUl'l

Starbuck to Philadelphifl to intercede pen,oually ill tbe matter. Afrel' conferring with Gi;lleral

". MaIO!!. Col. YS-S" Pdi.tions, i. Pl', 12",-rrl'>-·'-~-9, A m("UlOI"l!D,\um :IN'<Hllp,,nit's thiB, wn\d, variuus oirculll
~1.iLIW-CR seem to indicate is the work of Mr. Roteh, nniL which Y3,\'A: 'Pel'h"pssorne of l,uns" rBI'0rrsmay have ol'i).(lui1ll'tl
fWIIl tlti>l-a Committfle of our Isluu(1 inotbe fore part 01' th" .l'ear 1.7~1 applied to Bom~, of tl)(' ::I.h'llll"'l"~ of tLl' G"Llda:
CO'lvt Rtld 8pread before them tho !wonliar eircmnstnnces whercin thl' Island wnH inn.lhe,l, out' whereof wa;l til"t
<Ill!' V(}8ilflla wheno\"or thl';f p<lK~ed, in or ont were perfeetl:! 1I1lda th,~ contl'Oulof tl," Britou~ uml1t w,..~ ther<:f(ll"
neCCH&llty that Pf'rmits shoutd be obtalnc\l hOUl them for our Vc~sel~ I" proc.'ell ou I1w ,\"j"lI" jj~lWI'~'-,sint'" ..... hi,,!;
time BOUle of them haVe becn taken h~" the AmericJLu Privutel'fB for hlwiu!!: Rnch PermHe-i).JJ(1 we uw tlWI"(\ b~' reduCt.'d
to thi8 <Iillloulty that if we carQ' 0111' VeSliela over the bar II'"Hhou t }'I'\rn;lt from the nrit.i~11 A,lmiml t,bee' l'lrO "'~l(le
prj?", to tho Briton~-ifthey IHL\'~' ~llch permitfi tlJoy::ore taken by (lIU own Co~wtr."","Jl-llll,1 our hnl'llour i~ t.}HT....

fon, {Jompl"tel~' shut up-alld :~Jl olll: prO~p""ot8'Wrmillat"in I""',;rl,;;' Gild di~tro,,,,,--whll.t ~h'(""IH grm.t (>Ol""\l'll is that
OUI" peoplll who und.,rstu.1J,l tln, Wh~lo fil.bery will ho dri\fotl to foreign u"nlr~l Couutrit\A !lnd many y8lU'8 must paAA
~,way before We IlbtUl ~Illn boeullhltHl topur8ue a braucl:J, of busine8ll which hJl.th boon In tlm"~ Jlll.I<tnLLl' snpport !lntl
b"'~hylllldild Iluch.lll.rp;ll aidS.tM ttw C.lflltueree oj" thi" COllJltry.'"

S)tO. VI VOL. II-9 .



130 HISTORY ..U\1J )lETHODS OF THE FISHERmS.

Lincolu, Samuel O~gootl; Na-thaniel Gorham; Thomas Fitzsimmons, and James Madison, they

approached oue of the Massachusetts delegation wh6 was u resident of Boston, and who was
greatly prejudiced against Nantucket. After au interview of abQut two hours with no apparent
relaxatiou of the bitterness of feeling on li.is part, Mr. Hotch que8tioned him all to whether the

whalo ti8hel'Y was 'worth prt..:;el'villg to this country" III.l Teplied; 'Yos.' 'Can it be pre8eTved
ill the present I:\tate of things by an,Y place except X autUllket!' 'x0.' 'Gan we preserve it unless

;you and the Britisil will both give us permits t' '.Yo.' 'T.lulll, pray,' coutinued Mr, Botch, 'where
ill the difficulty'!' Thus thb interview ended. Messrll. Rotcu and Starbuck theu drew up a
memorial and presented it to th\l cOllsidemtion of tile above nalHed gentlemen, desiring them to
review it, at the same ti]lle telling them of the conversation between Mr. R-otch and the delegate

from Boston. By advice of thel:le friends they waited again upon the member from Massachusetts,
and he aecepteu the charge of bringing the subject before Congress, where, after deliberation, it

was determined to grant permit!> for tilir~y-five vessels to sail on whaling voyages, and these were
accordingl.v granted ;l.nd delivered. The Yur;y next day a ,"essel arrived from EnrOlle bringing the
rumor of the I:ligning of a pl'Odsiomtl trea.ty of peace.""

,. 'l'bis was earl)' ill 1783. t The passage from the provisional to the definitive treaty was long,

circllitoWl; aud at times dark. One ot' the chief sources of differenoo \Va!> the wttle.mellt of the

question of thtl thslwrif\s, England with an apparent feeling of magnanimity conceding favors, and
America with a senM ofjustict! claiming ligbts. Agaill1>t whftt the United Status considered her

just duea tlJu diploll)U.0.r of the English, t.ileir late eUl.llllies, and t.he French, their l'Cccnt allies, was
ana.yell, and nothing but flnlllless, sagacit,y, and skill on the part of tlw American commissioners

sl1Vt"d tbe day. The English guarded their al>sUlllptiomi with all possible jealou8Y; the French
sought a loose place in the armor to insert tU'i'. dilJlomati~ sworJ.-l Q.lld gain by treaty what the.y

had b~eu unable to sustain with force. The Aruericaus were ever on the alert to overcome the'
prejndices of a power from whom they had conquered a peace, mId to propitiate the supersensi.

tiveness of a power whiclt had rendered them so valuable aSllistauce. Tb oy could not, however.
depart fwm certain propositions. The articles which must be inviolate were those guaranteeing

to America full and ullcowlitional indepeIHlence, and the withdrawal from the thirteen States of
\1,11 Britil,h ttOOP8; tho 11il5Sh>1'Iippi a..<> a. Wl2l8t£>rll, u.nd tbe Cana.dian line as it was prior to the Que
bec act of 1774, for a northern boundary; and a. fn~edom in the fishery oft' Newfoundland and

elsewbere as it had boon enjoyed prior to the co~meneementof hostilities. In vain Great Britain

sought to evade We latter clause; the United states tenooiouf:ll;r, as ill a vice, held her to it, and

l;be yielllcd. "
EI,'FEm's 01<' l'IIl~ REVOLV'I ION.!.RY WAR.~"But the annOilUcemellt of peace c.ame to a

peOl)le wLose cOlluuercc wa~ Iladly dentstat.ed. Save such of the interest as had been preserved

b,}r What ~Ir. Jeffcroon terml:'AI the Xantucketoil$, the bnsines!l of whaling was praeticallJ ruined

and required rebuilding. To Nantll{~ket the war had, despite its holy necessity and its gloIioWl

conclusion, boou a heavy burden. Of the little over 150 \Tesseh:! owned there in 1775, 134 had

fallen into the hands of the English and 15 more were lost by shipwreck; many of the young men
had perished through the rigors of wa.r,f in about 800 families on the island there were 202

widows and 342 orphan childnm; tbedi.rect mone,}' IOBB far exoeeded $1,000,000 in times when a.

".MemorandA of William Botch-unpublished."
" t On the 22d of March, 1783, an ord6l' was plLS86d in CongI'<l88 granting 35 Iieenlflls to :Nantucket v_Is to whale

..nd to secure tlJem from lho penalty attached to double: p.ipe.t1l. (Madison Papers, l'. 40l),)"
"t It io O!Itimated that noJaIlI than 1.200 IIOOIllen, DiIHl?Y whal6Dien, were ~ptnred by the EngJDh or peri.\lhlld',",

th"il" bonds during tbe Revolution, !tom Nantucket alone I" "_-
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man's par was 61 cents per day; one merchant alone lost over $60,000.· And as it Watj with

~allt~cket, so it was in a degree with all the whaling ports.t \Vith all energr characteristically
American, the,y sought, on the return of peace, t!) retrieve their losses. Scareel,}- had the echo of

the hostile gun13 died away, 8carcel;y had tlJe joyful lWWS of pea(',(, reached their ports, when the

wltalemen hl'gan to equil' allew for their tishery. Tlw Bedford, just l'tl.tnrned to :Nantuck et from a
voyage, was immediatel;)' loaded with oil and dispatelJed ·to Loudon, arriying in the Downs on the

3d of FeIH'llliry. Her appearance was tlms ellronicled by au English magazine of that da.y: 'The
ship Bedford, Oaptain Mooers,:!: belonging' to the ~1al;f;acI1U8etts, uITi\~ed in the DOWDS the 3d of
:Fubruar.y, passed Gravesend the 4th, & was reported at the Uu"toIIl-IIouse tlHl 6th ilJstant. Bhe
wus lJot allowed regular entr.'\' uLtil 80lli(; cOllflultatioll had t.aken plllOO between the commissioners

of the customs & the lord!; of council, on account of the many acts of parliament, yet in force

against the rebels in America. She is loadf'M with 481 butt;; of whale oil; i!; American built;§

mauned wholl:,.' by American seanwll; wcars the rebel eolon; & uelongs t<l the Island of Nan.

tucket in Massachusetts. This is th(' first \7essel which uisplayw the thirteen rebellious stripes of
America iu an:r British Port. The ves~lli(ll>at Horseley dowli a little below the Tower, and itl

intended immediately to return to New England.' Immeuiately after, almost simultaneously with

ber, arrived another ship from R a.ntucket-the Indnstr;)', Capt. J olin Chadwick, while the sloop

Speedwell,. Jamcl:l \VbipVey, mal!'ltt'r, was seut to _Aux O~~'ye.';.11 Thvse at Nantu(\ket who had
capita,11oft rel>ullled the whale lisb(;r.y with as many \'e~els Illi they eQuId procure. Long <lollillar

ative immnnity from capture had cau~ed the wbaliIl~·grollnds to booome repopulated, and the
whali.lS themselves had becoml\ le,,~ l>b;y and benee more ea~ily killeil. Din;ctl,}' succeeding the

war the productli of t,he fisher;')' commanded good priet!~, and soou other Jlorts enwred into compe·
titian. new Lundon, Sa,g Baroor, Hudl:JOu, N. Y., Boston, IIinghi1lU, WeUtleet, Braintree,1'f Ply
mouth, Bristol, each tleut out one or more whale hUlltt3l's. l!'or a brief time the business promised

mu(\h profit, but the fever w~ a fitful one. 'rhe excessive prices which the commodity commanded

immediately after tbe war" rapidl~' ueealllC reduced; Great Britain, the only market, for the sperm

oil, had, by an alien duty of £]8 sterling per tou, practicnll~'precluded its I>hipment from America.

Oil which before the WM was worth £30, now tmarce1y brought £17, while to cover expenses a.nd
leave a reaosonable margin for profit, £:!5 were reqllired.tt 'The liituation was indeed desperate
almost hope1el;S."

E8~1'ART.ISHMENT OF JJOUN'ry 8Y81'E:M BY ,I A.88ACHUSETTS.-" In the discW:lsion of mean!:! for

relief many of the people of :Nantllcket exprt'1Ssed the opiniou that it' the island could be made

neutral commerciaJ affairl:! might assume a more healthy tone A memorial was finally sent to the

legislature of Massachusettli praying relief, and the agent;; presentlUg it were iustructed to h80ve

the SUbject of neutrality acted upon. As may be readily l'IUpposed, however, the invidiollS legi!:!la

tion that Nantucket was uuable to obtain dnring the war, sbe would scarcel;y be likely to get 011

ita conclUsion, and the subject of neutrality was veQ- properly dismiseed. That the depression in

the Whaling business needed some alleviation was, however, too evident to require discussion, and

" .. Wllliam Rotllh, esq!'
"fWarren, R. L, suffered a IO!llj of 12 ve&ltllls (abouli 1,100 tons), of whiQh at l_t two were whaJemen.-(Hist. of

W8.rTeD, p. 101.)". -
"fCapt. Wlllilml.JlQOen" who sailed for many yeurll in the employ of Merl8J'II. Rotch & Co. It ill related that OD",

of the CI'llwof the veeseillrat showing the Amaric.lLn tlag in the Thames WIUl huwp·b&Qked. Oue day a. Britilih 6lloilor
meetiog him cla.pped hill ha.nd npo~ the America.n'l; flhouldl'.l', sfloyiug, 'HilIoa, Jack, what baye you got here"
'Bunkel'HilJ twd be d-d ro you,' replled the Yaukee, 'will you mouDtt'"

" § The BOOIoro .... built in 17M, by Ichabod Thomas, JIot. North River. She W&lI b~ilt a brig."
"1Letter of Wi1UNn Botch,- &lq.'1 "1f One amaIl80hooner Of'38"tOIlB bllrlleu ll"i]p,\ from llraint1'66!'
.... ~yl'8N6I1tQ.ok~121." " t1 Sell Mr. HOt.llb'll MS."

;<t'
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ill 1785 tin> ll'gislatllm pa"~l'II the following preamble aud resolution: 'Whereas this conrt, having

a due seni:'-O of Lhe higlt worth and importance ofthc whale fishery, are desirous of its preservation
lJOt, only to this State, u~t to the Uniteel States in general; therefore, Resolved, That there he paid,
out oft/w treasury oftLis Oommoi:lweaItII, the following bounties upon wllale oil of tile ditiereut
qualititl~ hereafter ruentiollt:'d, viz; For every ton of white spermaceti oil, five pounds; for every

tOil of brown or yellow l'permaeeti oil, sixty shillings; for lwer;y ton of whale oil (so called), forty

shillings, that may be takClI or caught h~' any 'Vessel or vessels that are or may be owned and
manned wholly hy the iuhabitant!:> of this Commonwealth, and landed within th., same, from and
after tOe fir.."t tIa.r of ,/alllmry next, mltil tne fUI·ther order of ale general court.' The selectmen of

tbe ntrious towns were further empowt'l'ed to appoint fl\VOrn inspectors to inspect all oil so landed,

and mluk Oll the Lead of eaeh ca,~k ISO ill~pected the illitital letters of his namc, and a description

of the oil by tue initi&,ls 'V, B" or Y. W. 0" and detin:!r to the selectmen a sworn certillcate
tllP.reof. To ohtain the bounty, a certificate from the selectmen must, be presented to the govl;'J"nor
and council, '" ddailing the kind, qllalitr, and amotlut or oil, amI wbere Illnded. To this certifi

cate the OWllcrs were to make With or affirmatioll.

" But, although the !:wunt;y "eemed at firl'.t beneficial, the ultim:ttfJ effect was not so good. The

ousine(w became unduly "tlmulated and an overproduction pnwenterl to a great de~ree the desired
advance ill profit,. The demaud was greatly limited. A long ~uspenBiou ill the use of oil bad

accustomed the people ill general tn Hit' use of tallow candles, and but little oil was reqUired either

for towns or'·for light-houses."

TRANSFER OF WHALING I~TERESTS FROM: NANTUCKET TO FRANCE .....ND ENGLAND.-" In

the mean time, t;ceing no Ch,HlI'A;- fo'- alIT amelioration ill their condition, Ullable to carry on a
huo:illC8S at a prospective loss, and lwenstomed from ea.rly cbildhood only to this pUl'8uit"

henet' unable and unwilling to adVcTltUl."(\ another, Soffill of the prominent mercbants of Nantucket,'
resolv('.d to transfer their businesfl to 1i;ome place wlHwe the demand for their products and the

adnllltageous bounty offered would make it far more remnnerative. Among these was William
Uotdl. On the 4th of ,Tilly; 1785, Mr. noteh sllHed frolD NaJJtucket in the ship Maria, bonnd for

LOlH1<Hl, arrh-illg there Qn the 27th. At as early a day as practicable he opened negotiations with
UIO c1mnfwIlor of the exchequer (William Pitt) for a transfer to Eng-land of sueb of the whale fish

er)' at lS"antuckf't as he coulil control.t The suhjed was laid before the privy council, amI Mr.
Hotd. waited four mouths for thBil' l'.ummons. Finally, in deference to a requeRt of his that ROme

one be appointed to clo~e the Ilmttf'r, he was referred to Lord Hawksbnry, flo gentleman not very
f:ivorallly disjloswl toward America. Mr. Roteh gave him his cstimll,te of the sum necessary to
iutluee ft renJoT'al, viz, '£100 8terling transportation for a family of five perwIls, and £100 Bettle-

" • lHa-e,v, 1211."
"I Capt. Al11x,~nder Coffin wa<; of t,hllSC who looked upon the whale fillhcry a~ a peeuliarly Amerioan purlmit,

allil. who tlpnOtmeed /l,ny effort looking to a trll.nsfer of it to any foreign government. Ott the 8th of June., 1785, be
Rddre~fl.e(i fmm Kaohwkef, a ,ig"1"()n~ 1"f,f.H to tlU' HOll. SRnmel AdltlllS. He wrote in !!l\veru terms agll.inllt the meas
urM 1,eil1g tuloptN1 to remOVe to Ellghu,l, ,"0(1 Hay" Mr. Rot<lh 'i~ ·now faking on 1,oard n. donble stock of IDa.teria.1s,
Rncb ilS re,!n.r l"»I.l'<lR (commonlJ call,'<! Loat.],oards), of which they ha.'Ve none in Englll.wl, a large quantity of coop
tlr'~ stnff for tIalIkR, &c. Ndthllf .100s it 8tO!' h"ffl; the house f'f Rotch have boon endeavoring to engage an acqolJ;iot
anoe of mine to go to nermnd.a~t-o IJUperinteIltl the business at t,hat pla.oe.' In a. pustscript he adds, 'Binoo writing the
ullOve I ha.'Ve been fa·vored with tllil original 86'heme (If llRtablilllunent of the fishery a.t BermmlM, copi!l$ of which are
here inclO8<!d. One of the company is now at Kennebec, contracting with 80lllB personR for au aunual Iltlpp1yof
hoop8, lIta;vcR, nod oth..r lnmber DMOOSllry for the bOllinMII.' This letter waalll.id before the'eenatll of Ma.lIRlIOhneotts,
nnd the rl!llolt Willi t116 plll'l'lllge of,lt.tl act prohibiting the export to Btlrmndasofthe a.rtioles fluuUlemted.aud tbetr'an&-
fer in thi~ direction WM prevented." .



TITE WlIA I.E FI ~1I Elt}'.

Illt\l.lt; £20,000 for a hundred families.' Loru llawksbur,Y d{;wurmtl to t.hio; a>i a lOll'gl' sum.

At It subsequent interview Mr. Rotell added t.o hi,<.; pmviollB positioll the demand to bring with him

thirf,y.American SWpB, which dcmaullalso met with remonstrance frow Lord Hawksuury, who

soomed to be of the' penny wise pound foolish' order of statesmen. .Mr. Hotcb tinal1~' took lea\'(',

of Lord Hawksbur~' without obtaining an~· satisfadiolJ, a,nd, embarkillg Oil board llis vessel, sailed

for France.t Lamlillg at Dunkirk, he drew up l'rollw;a!s to tIlt, Fnmeh G ow'mnlent Hnd forwnrdt,d

t.hem. to Paris. These proposalH were eagerly enlertailled, and tbl' preliminaries were speedil,\·
arra.llged for It transfer of the interest of Mr. Rot,eh and his familr and friends to Dunkirk, frow
which port, for several years j a very successful fishery was carried on, Contetupomr.Y with the

negotiations with Mr. Hotch, a letter WitS dispatched to the people of Nantucket by Capt, Shuhllel

(i-a,rdner, from L--- Coffin, who rcsidt'd at Dunkirk, stating" that, his s,\'mpathy for the people

oC that island had led him to apply to tltt' Fn'llch Govemmeu!, ill their behalf, amI with excellent

,~ut:ce,,~. Every request he had made had been granted, and thtl unlimited freedolllj the abulJ

diUlce amI eheapu€;;s of {ll'Ovi;;ions, the nh,;€u(X! of clistoCll-lwllses, the smaH taxes, tlH~ .regularity of

the town, the manners aud iudustry of the inhabitants j and its situation, renderl'd it, ill his opin

ion, ' the most eligible place in the lluhTerse for the people of Nantncket to remow\ to-t

·'''AwL what,' qU'Tie!l Lord H11Wk~bUl"";·, 'du ~·ou l'l"<'[Ji>"e l<l gh·" u~ III rctlll'n fer thi~ on thy of money" 'I wi]]
gi,·" ?eu,' returned Mr, Rotch proudL.'i', '~Ollie of t.w be;;t blood of th" i~Janll or Kantneket.' Attbi!; intf'rvic'W Hawks·
hury pre8ented his owu figures, wlJllre, !lays Mr, ltotch (800 MS.), 'IJ{) iJad madl'. biB nice cll.lculaliou of £87 lOs. for
t.:r:m~portationlind s6ttlement of lL f!Joroil)',' ana, 8ays bo, ' llUU abiHlL a Ii~llery bill, ami I \Varll- to eOllie to 80methiug
t.h,," I may insert it,' <le, My a.nswer waB, ' Thy offer is no ol>j"ct,; tlJnefor.: go on wilh thy fishery bill without auy
Tegartl to lUll.' I wao then taking Illa;Vi' !lu,l withdrawing. "Vel I, Mr, Rot,dl, ~'nu'l1 caB 011 lllil 4galn in 1.\\'00" thn',,·
U'i~·S"' 'I keS no neoe~sity for it.' , Bnt, I de;oire you would.' 'If it is thy JOBir" Jl<;rha,pa I rua~' call.' Howo;>ver, 10 e
h,t lUll rt'"t but one day before he S611t for me. He had the old 8tory over "gll.iu, but I told him it. wa~ l1UlWCellSlll'y' te
"ut"'r again into tbf' ~llbject. I then informed him th..t I had h'Ja,l'd 11 rum"r that Naniul,k<lt lutll agp""t to fnrni"1i
FraUt,e with a. quan tHy of oil. He ~tel)[>ell to Jiii; burea.u, took out one of 11 filt' of paper~, au<l Jl~-et,entI,,1l t.e road all

,,,,tire contradieti~D, though I \Va« satisfied then' W/ia noL a Hue there on the "nbjoot. 1 said, 'It. wa~ ollly .. vltgu<j
r"port tha.t J had heard, and I CIlDllot vouch fer f,Jlf! trllth of H, but We IH,. like drowning mell, ('.(I,te1ling at. ('.w,r"y

straw,that PlUllle6 by; therefore I am now determinell to go t.o Franoe awl 1I<J<l what it ia, If there is lin y "neh CUll·

t,raet" ~nffieient 10 retain UB at Nantucket, neitber you nor Imy otlter narion shall hav" UB, anti if it is iU8uillcieui, I
will on(1/llLVOr to oCulll.rge it.' 'Ah,' My'" llil, 'Quaker'! go to ¥rll,IlO(l P' 'y€S,' I replied, '!Jut witlt regret.' 1 tlum
l'art,.(1 with Lord Hawk6bury for the last tilne.-(Rotch MS,)"

"t Hie Jord8hip 81mt once more for Mr. Rotcb to calIon him, but Mr. Rotull returned Ilw<wer, 'If Lord Hawk,,·
bury ,Ic"ires to lIeenltl be will find mi) on boud my v"ssel up to I:hl' lUlllT w.llt1" slm take" her 1I.IIcbor.' \\'hell Mr.
Rotch was onoe gone, Hawksbury booame alarmed and sent. to him by tt,u."r, informing him thltt he had made pro·
visiou in the t1ahery hJll for hlm, with lib(\rt~' to bring f,)rty ships inal<l:HI of thirty, 'be baving forgoU..n the num
bel';' hut it was too latu, Thill une:qXlcted ending of ilia hopes waB far from pl"luing: ci ther to his)onlsilip or t be
GoYernment, After the intt~l"Vicw wit.h the King of I'T1LJl(,ll, Mr. notch returued te Eu~laud, an,1 wa~ importmled to
r<lmove to Grea.t Britain. In his welUoranda he says Ile Was Waited npoll by oue of the offidals, wll" told him he WaR

'authorized by Mr, Piu to toll ;you that you allaH mak" you,' own terms.' '1 told b'Ull,' continI'''" Mr. Hotcb, 'lJowa"
too la.te_. I made very moderato preposals to y·ou, but oouhl (,htaill nothiug worth my notioo. I weut to France, s('ul
forward my proposals, 'whioh were doubly aUvalltageons to \·..hat I kul offereu y'onr (lovernroeut,; i he~' con~idered

tbern but a short time, aud oU my arrival in Parie were ready t.o act. I had a al'paratl, inteniew wilh all the lllini~.

~~rll.of lItat~ neOOBBal'Y to the lluiJject, fivtl iu numlltlr, who :~ll agrood to and !!ranted my demallll~, This waa etl'ecleu
III five hour", when 1 had wajt,I>d to be calleo by your p:tiY.f ,,"uncil IllOTlJ Mmn four lllOlJ!.il,,-' ..\ll attempl,6 Oil

i Iw part of the EliglUih Goverlllllenc j,o r60'l611 t.he 1I1liJject wo:t" pollt<>ly tlllt iirmly I'f'jecw,l l',v Mr,I101cb, • III the
be~illningof 1193,' the flO{Jounte.ontinu<J8, 'I b.M:ame fully 1\\,71,1'" that ,var between Eng-lawl nuu :France ,.,ould
":,ou :lI.ko pla<JfJ; theWfore it was time tor me to leave the oonllt.ry in urtler t,) save 0llI' vt\t<.<cl>l if cal,tnrNI by llw
l·_tlgb~h. I proooetIed to England. Two of them were captured, full of ()iI, and condellneu, Lllt w" rl'[l{)vercu both by
1".V heing in England, where I arriv,,<.\ t,wo week!:! hdore the war took lllll.ce, M,Y g"i:ug f,(, France to l>lll'<IU'J ilie whale
fishery &odisappointe(J Lord Hawkllbnry thai, ho ulluerto!)k to be revongffi on me for his own folly, and I Lnve no
(loubt gave directions to the cruisers to tlJ;ke any of our \'e~ol<l tha.t they met with going to Fl'alll'I>. ,,,"'hen t.he
Ospray WIl8 taken by a Ktng's 8hip, tho officer 8ent on bo~rd to examine bel' pa-pers called to thl' eapf,u,in :md said,
"You'll t ..ke thillveli8el l.n, sir; she belongs to William Botch.'" I1Ir. Roteh returned to the United Stat,es wi1h
lI6veral of hili Vl?O!I8el. ht 1794, aud, afOOr rea1ding in Nantucket ahunt a year, remov6d to New .Bedfnrd, where bo lh·ed
until hiAdeath, in Hay, 18128." .

'~: The folloWing llIa,Uet <if advant~eBtl<IUl'ed to Nantucket whalemen by Mr. Coffin:
" • let, An entire .fl:6ll exetoi8e of their religion Qr worahip wi thin themeelvee.
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H What effect this Rtatf:' of affairs may have Lali ill the mTangt·ment of treatiel'l of commerce

with Great Britain is .somewhat ullcertaill, but, the attempt to a consumlllation of tbis plan was
intrusted to a man not only thoroughly iml}Upd with );"m,· England principles, but of snfficicn't

statp,..sma-flship to realiz(' of bow much :national importance this matter was. None Imew better
than John Adams that the secret of the commercial greatness which Rho!lld he d,;\'(>loped lay in

tbe cOIlevelopment oftbe fisheril's; that herein wa.'l the Dlm·wry for seamen who would be a source
of wealth in pea<lc lInd of power in war. It WIH1 desirahle to II akl' lluties and conrtesies more
reciprocal, amI one of the first dutie.. intrusted to Jllr. A.dams Oll his appointment to the court of
St. James in 1785 was the arrangement of some treaty which should be mutually satisfactory.

NaturaUy, one of the principal points was the im.portation of' the products of our fishermen, since
that industl',Y, perbal''' more than any other, was in danger of serionsinjnry from the existing con

dition of things.
"In a letter to thE' Marqui!'! of Cl1rmartheu, dated .July 29, 178i:i, Mr. Adams refers to the

trouble acerning from tbl.~ aliBn dntieslaid hy Ellglanll in tbese W01'lh: 'Tile coun;e of commeTOO
since the peace, between Great Britain am] the United States of America, has been such as to

have produced many inconveniences to the persOIl'" {~oIlcerned iII it OIl hoth sides, which become
every day more and more sensible. 'X'be zeal of American!'! to make remittances to British

merchants has been sucb Ufo! to raise the interest of money to double its usual standard, to
increase the price of bills of exchange to 8 or 10 percentum abo,e pllr, and to advance the price
of the prodllee of the country to almost double the usual rate. I,urge sums of the circulating

cash, and as much produce us could be purchased at al~oflt finy rate, have been remitted to

" 'lid, The C01:H"'ssion ()f Jl. tract of ground to lmild t1WiT ll"u~l'8 ami sf..nres.
" ':Jd, All the priv i !l<gcs, ex~mpti"ns, and advantages promised by the Kiog's declaratioll in 1662, confirmed by

JetteI'!! patent of 171:'·1, to al! strangers Ivlw ':llllle to esr,a.b!ieh t'htlrB, wbich are tb'-e same as thol\<l enjoyed by the natif
81lbject.s of his majiBty.

" 'M]l. The importation into tho Killg,lotU, free from all duties wha.tever, of the oil proeE:'edingfrom their fishery,
and the Mme IITemiums allOt e.uconrattement wanted for the COlI and other fisheries t~) natif RubjecLs.

" •5th. A pr<lmium pm:' I.OIl nIl tho burthen of the vessels that will cll.rry on tbll whalll lis!wry, which shall be
de"tennim'l\ in till' CI)lH~ll of thl' negotiati,m t"ij,h(lr with M~, Rokh or with th(l Belect mell of the island.

" '6th. AU ol,jeeta of pro'i'"i~ious awl vietuah fOl' thei l' ships ~ha1J be exempted from a.ll duties whatever.
' .... 7th. .An additional and heavier duty shall hll laid on all foreiRn oil, as a fo.rlhllr eneouragement to them, in

order to facilitate thll salll of their OWll.
" '~th. The expenses of removing those of the inhabitante who are not capable of defraying thenaelve8 shall be

paid by the Government.
" '9th. A convenien t dook shall l)e bail t t,o repair their lIhips-
" '10th. All trades-people, Bnch II-S IWIHbfl, boat,-buildeI'll, coopo~, and othere shan be admitted to the free 81El1'

cilllJ of their trade without boing liahle to thll forms and oxpenlle usually pra<:ltiood and paid by the nati! subjO(lts for
their admittallC<l to mastt".rebip.

" 'IHb. They ~h•.Il have liberty to commlUld tbAir own veswls, Qnd hQve the choioo of their own people to navi.
gate them.

" '12tlI. They shall be free from all mi1itat'Yand naval R<ll'Viee, as well in WQr Min peJl.CO, in the same ~lmIler

and ox.tcut a.s expTell!led by the King'~ ordinanoo of t,he IGth of .February, 175!J.'-(Mal'Y, 257, 2(',tt) .
"These wern prohl~bly e"sllntially the sami.' oollcessiolls mad" to Mr. Rotcb in p;>;r!lOn. How many American

captains pUl'6ued tbe jil>hery from tho 'V"a.riOTlS Brit:hh IlUll Frenoh port~ llublleqnently to the Revolntion it would be
diflion.lt tv determiue. N"ntnckelnJolJ{) fnrni"h,\,J eighty.thr.w cllptain. for the French and ono hnndred and fl)rty.
nine captains for the Englillb flslu'l'Y; prohtth]y Uw bulk of thB total number cBme from this ono port, though in the
OOUI'!lll of the pl'OIlIlcnt,ion of Whaling by these llll.tions, New Bedfor,] farnished 0. very oomiderable number. In a
• Journ,lI.l of a Voyage /...0 Greenland) frorn Duukirk in the ship Penelope, Capt. Tristram Gardner (3 Nantucket man),
h,' ro(\ord.~, under tllll head of Fri(ln.~·, June l;, 1788, in latit-udo 70" north, '100 Bhip« iff Moht.' On the 22d of the same
month 1I" sta te.<l, 11II a mere matter of fact not worthy of extended commont, ' Wind at South; A. Ruged ella; Plenty
of Snow. Later Part Saw Ise to yo 8. W. of us It '" yo wind Shifted to ye Northward, but, Still thiDk wea.ther. Saw
A !lumber of shiPII, but N<l whale. So ond.~ this 24 hours. Lat. 79JJ2-' AmI yet tbilil Is within a.bont 1'5 miles.of
the higbeet northero point attained by any of onr lIple.ndidJ,V (',quIpped expeditions undertaken with tbeexp.r88l!pa.1'
P'l~e of pushing lUI far north Il>ll !}o&Iib]e in vBllflOlll armON,d and $trellgt.hl3lled and eqnipJl6d In the DlOIJt OOJnplollto
manner, while the wha.ling voyag611 we1'O pnrsut'd in lImn.ll, not uncommonly IItrong lIhipll, not- even haYing the feeble
protection of eoppllreil. bottom~. 1uJ early os 1753, n ~cll(lOlll,r w ll~ fitted f~mBo8t.on for thediflOOvery of the-'aGrih-
woo pllllllage, Sh611ll.il"d in t.h", Mpt'in~ aDd retnrnfl(l in O"lo]le1' of tlle I14mA year.); ...
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England; hut much of this produce lies in store here, o('elJ,use it, will not fetch, by reaii'OIr of the

duties and restrictiolll'l on it, the price ginll for it in America. :IS"0 politicrtl arrangements having
been made, both the British and American merchants expreted that fbI:': trade would have
returned to its old channels, and nearI~" under the Ramc regulations, found by long f'xp~rienee

to be beneficial j but they have been disappointed_ The formcT hUNe made ulhances, amI the
latter contracted debts, both depending 1l1)QIJ n,mittaJJCel; in tIw usual articles. and upon the

ancient terms, but both have found tbemselve>: mistaken, and it is much to be feared that the
consequences will he numerous failures. Dash and bilIs have been chiefly remitted; neither
rice, t()bacoo, pitch, tar, turpentine, ships, oil, nor many other artiCles, the great sources of remit·
tanC'.eH formerly, can now be sent ag heretofore, because of re-strictions and imports, which are

llew in this commerce, and destructive of it; \tlld the tradt' with the British '"Vest India Islands,

formerly a vast source of remittanef', is at present obstructed. "" "" • There is a literal impos"
.~ibilit:y, my lord, that th(~ commerce between the two countries can continue long to the advan·
tage of either upon the prt>Rcnt footing.'· He continues, that these e,ils will increase, and

a"'flcrtfl that it is the desire of the UnitRd States to be on good terms commercially with England.
ilnd not be driven to other markets with their good1:-\, and he closes by proposing the a,rrangement

of a treaty of commerct~ between the two countries.

" It would be interesting, though not necessary in tbis connection, to follow the negotiations
through each step; to see how the English adminiEltmtion felt compelled to cater to those who
upheld the British navigation laws; to aee how jealousy of our incipient naval power procrasti

nated tbe treaty which it was inevitable mURt come j to see llOW self-confident and secure the

English felt that our trade must unavoidably come to them; to see how an attempt was made to
throw the influence of Ireland against America. by ostentatious coocessions, and how tbe attempt

flliled j to see how, finalJ~-, the" fear of American reciprocity in restrictions led to English reci·
procity in concessions; but those things can be more satisfactorily learned from the diplomatic
CotteApondenc<'> of the day.t

" On the 24th of August Mr. Adams had a conference with Mr. Pitt for the first time in this
connection. Passing by the matter of the interview, so far as it relates to the other portiops of
the propoeed treaty, we find that wben the treaty of commen:e was proposed, Mr. Pitt inquired
what were the lowest terms that might be satisfactory to Ameri~a. Mr. Adams replied that he

might not think himself competent to decido that qnestion; that, because of the rapidly increas
ing feeling in America, a.ffairs had alread.y culminated in Massachnsetts in the passage of an act
of navigation by that State, showing the tellllency of the times, and that the action of England
wonld have mnch to do in arresting that p~jndice j that the five hnndred ships employe<l in the
commerce of the United States in 1784 might easily be compelled to become the property of

American citizens Qnd navigate-d Wholly by American seamen j thl\t tbe simple pMsage of an old

English statute, ' that nODe of the King's liege people should ship any mercbandise out of or into
the rea.lm, but only in ships of the King'l'I liegance, on paiu of forfeitnre,' modified to snit the

Aml'rican form of go\'"ernment, would effect this; that the nation had the legal right to govern
its Own oommerce; that the ability of the Americana to build ships and the abundance of

material they had for that purpose could not be doubted; and that whatever laws England might

rnake,abe would be glad to receive and cousume considerable American prodnce, even though
impoI."t.ed throtigh France or Holland, a.nd sen us as many of her manufactures as we could pay
for, through the same channels. - The CODVeI'Bation finally introduced the subject of ships and Oil,

and Mr. Pitt said to 'Mr. Adams tbeAmer-ican$ 'could not think hard of the English for encourag•

.ing the1r -t)Wll8blp1nightB, tbffio manufacturers of flbiplll, and their l>wn whale fishery.'· To which

.. ·WwkiQfJohn AdaUll,vili, p, 2138." "t Ibid., p. 3'17."
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Mr. A;1R,m~ replied, ' By IlO means, bnt i.t appeared nnacnmmtable to the people of America that
Ihi1'1 COil lit 1'.\ "llOuhl I,;aCl"i tice tile general illteJ"(~:,;ts of the nation to the prinlte iuterests of a few
indi ~·i(bal;; ill Wrested iII the mall ufactu re of I;hip8 alld ill the whale fishery, so far as to refuse
these remittauces from America in payment of debts, and for manufactureR which would employ
so wauy !!lore people, augment the revenue so considerably, as well as the national wealtb~ which

would, even in other ways, so much augment the 8hipping and seamen of the nation. It was

Jooke,d UpOll in Arnm'iea as reconciling themselves to ;'" diminution of their own shipping and sea·
mell, in a grt·at dl:'gree, fiJI' the 8ake of diminishing our" in a small one, besides keeping man)' of
their Jllauufactul't'.rl:' out of ewplo)' 1 wuo would otherwise have enough to do; amI besides greatl~T

tliminish the l'Cnmu", and, comwqueJltly, cfllltral',\' to tbt.' maxim which 1m hud just acknowledged

that oU(~ nation i;!JOlild not hurt itself for the sake of hurting auother~ nor take measures to

deprive another of allY advantage withoHt hellefi ting itself.'· From the questions of compara

tive gains or IOSSN\ to either power, and tbe rclittim18 ill which Frauce wonld Rtand to both 1 Mr.
Pitt led Mr. Atl:uns into a ]P1lg'tb~7 am) useless conversation on the wllale fisheries of the three

(\ountl'ies, rl'ferriug specially to the e£1'ort8 of M. de Calonne to introduce this pursuit into France,

asking Ioinudelily the fJuestioll 'whether we had taken all,Y measures to find a markf;'t for our oil

anywhere hut. in Frauce.' To this Mr. .Adams rPJllied, 'I believed we had, and I have been told
that some of our oil tlad fou ncJ n. good rna 1"1>:(,t at Bremen; but there could not be a donbt that

o:permaoeti oil might ibId a market ill most of the great. cities ill Europe which were illuminated
ill the night, 3S it is 1,;0 llluch better alHl eJleapcr than the: vegetable oil that is ecmlillonly used.
'rhe fat of the sIlcrrnaeeti whAte gives the cleal'{~st and most beautiful flame of an)' substance that

is knowil ill I1atUI'l'~ fwd we ar(~ all surpl'isNI that :r'ou pref'ei' darkness, and consequent robberies,

hnrglaries, and IllllrderOl. ill ,rour street!! to the reooi\"ing; as a .remittance, our I;\(lermaceti oil.
The lamps amnncl Grosnmol' Square, 1 know, alld in Downing strt".et l too, I suppose, are dim oy
lllidnigbt, amI extiuguiOlbed uS t-\\'o o\Jock; wllerea,s our oil would bUl'n bright till Uo'clock in the'
mornillg, and chaSe awa;r, bd'ore the watchmen, all the villains, and 8ave yon the trouble and
danger of introc1ucin,:; a new })Qlice into t.he city.' t

:' But despittl the filet that 1\'11". Pitt SJlpeared more favorable than was anticipl'ltetl, Mr. <Adams
did IJOt expe(:t allY immediate response to his propositions. The English ministers in their
indi,idual Clwaeit.y soomed sillglll<lrly timorous, aud manifested much fear of committing them

1.;('1,<:'6 hefore joiut cabiuct, act,ion. Adami:> indiuc·d to the opinion that nothing short of the cou·

"ioeing eloquence of di.re Mccssit.y woulrl drive the English ministry from the posltiollS they had
a;;gtltut'ti in regard to the lIftY igation act, antI that an ll,nswer to his propositions, even at a late
day, was (]onbHnl; without OOllgTess authorized similM acts with the United States, !:Lnd these

('.{Iunter·irritltllts W{'Te actually put in fOl'l:tl; to determine on whicll side the inconvenience was

greatf'lo\t. 'l'he great elry ill the United Kingdom was, 'Shall the United Statml be our ship

carpenters' Shall we depend upon a forelgIl uation for our navigation' In case of a war with

them~ shall we be witilOut ships, 01' ohli~etl to our t"nernies for them'" How much this nightmare
of inability to cope with their late (~olonies in anything Like a fair field was stimulated by the
Government is lllJCl'rtaiu, hut the authorities evidently used tlO efforts to allay H.t

". "Ul Richaril, ii. cb. 3." "tWorkllof John Ada.IWi. viii, pp. 308-309," .
"; In nl.'gi)tiathm Wilh tho Portnguell"l milli8tel'l!in November; 1875, Mr. Adalllil w.ked (viii, p. 940) if the, did pot

w" II tour lilI*'rUl oil. He 1'''l'lied that 1b",y hud olives and made oil from them; they had no uae rOl' their own llperm
oil Itod lIoId it to Spain. 'They hOO now,' be Did, 'll> very pretty SIJennaeeti-whllole fuiliery, whieh they hllod learaad
of the New Englaurlers, lind carried. on UpCIl the roast of Brazil,' Aeconliog to the Boston Nol,Iws-l£tter of April, 21,
1714, thfl meth od of obta.ining their knowledge WIIS 80mewhfl. t open to objections, In 11305 liha Pm1ingu_ alilielllJ'tieci
til carr,I' on t!lfl whaling Imlliul"m1 from Mozambique, and Timothy Folger, Francill PaddaOk, Willi/Ull. Hull,andJolut
Hlllmt:Ul, 01' Na.ntncket, went there to ta.ke charge oftlMl fuilim::y; bnt early!n 1810 &ocountB _ :reeeived atJJ..:~

tucket stating tha.t they bud all beeD taken sick and diad f-her6-." , ...
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" The effort to bring about tile ue"'iJ'ed cOlOpJ'()Juil<;e ellntinued, as Mr. Adams had judged it

would, aU the succeeding.fall and winter. In .Tuuuar;y, 1786, BowdoilJ wrote to Adams, in reply

to a letter from him, that the navigatioll act of MassaclJllsetts had heen so Illodificu as to be only

operative against, Great Britain, amI copies of the repealing act had been sent to the executives of

the other States in order to secure lmrmolly of action UpOll this point. In regard to thp effect the

exi~ting English laws would luve upon the interest which is under consideration here, he ,note:

'It is very true, their encouragement of their whale fishery, h.y suffering the alien duty on oil to

llepress OUI"I:3, will increutie their J5ltippiug in this brauch, inorease their seamen, and, in several

other ways, be advantageous to them. To a person that looks lIO f\luber ~ it would appear that thi;;

was good policy; and the goodness of it w(,uld be inferred from the advantages ari<:ling. But when

lie should extend his view, Hnll s!.',c how that stoppage of the American whale ib;her:i', by depridllg

the Americans of so much capital a"meam, of paying -for the woolen goods the,'\' used to take ot

Britain, must, 1\[, the same time, oCCll~ion the American demand to cease, or be proportionatel;\'

diminished, not. to mention the risk of a change or deviation of the trade fr01ll the old ehannel, he

will calculate the national profit and 10sH that arhWK from that Ktopprtge.

'" Three thousand tOllS of oil was the usual annual quantif,y l'l'oducl'd br the whalemen at

Natltueket, aU of whicb was shipped to England, at an average price of £:m per ton, making about

£10,1,500. The whole of wllich went to pay for and Jlurchase a like amollut of woolens anI! otbl'r

British goods; nine-tenths of the value of which are COillputt~d to ario;l;l from the labor of the manu·
facturer, and to be so much clear gain to the nation. TLe otLer tenth, therefore, being deducted,

gives the natiOllal g'uin arising from the industry of the Nantucket wh:alemen, and the capital'

employed in tlHLt business, namely £94,500, without the nation's paying a shilling for the risk of

immrallce, or allY other rbk wRate-vel',

H IOn the change of trade, pursuant to the new regulations, the Briti..h merehlIIlts must

employ a large capital in the whale fishery, whOfm products we 'l.'"ill suppose equal to that of the

Nantucket, £105,000. They will have made an excooding good voyage if the whole of that sum

ahon ld be equal to one-half of the cost of the outfits; thorrgh, from mallY of the vessels not meeting

with fish, and from a variety of accidents to which such a vo;yag{\ is subject, it probably wOUhlllot

00 a quarter. The whole of the product goes towards payment of the outfits and charges of till',

voyage, and a largo sum must be advanced for the second voyagc, &c.

" 'Now, although this mode of ('~mmercewould be prodnctive of some national benefits, ;yet,

eomddered ill a (',ollll'arativc view with the benefits a,rising from the former mode, they would be

found of little importance. A like comparison may be made with other branches of commerce,

particularly the British ,""~est Indian, and the result ,,'ill be found the llame. For the sake, tben,

of gaining pellce and farthings, Britain is sacrIficing IKmnds by her new regulations of trade. She

has a right to see for berself; but, unhappil:y, resentment and the consequcnt prejudices have ao

dilSordered her powers of vision that it requires the skillful hand of a good political optician to

remove the obstructing films. If she willllot permit the application of .your couchillg instruments,
or, if applied, they can work no effect, the old lady must be left 00 her fate, and abandoned as
DcnrabIe.'·
~~"_._--- -------- -~~~~- ,-~-~~~~~_._--,.. ,-,._----_._----

of.' AdlUUl, viii, 36.1.-4_ In his reply to Mr. Bowdoin, under date of May 9, 1786, Mr. Adams, after expreSBing
~u.rpl"Il1(l that 81lCh reaeoning &II big (Bowdoin's) h&s no e:tl'ecl on the English cabinet, writes: 'Mr. Jenkinson, an old
mend of the Brithili ompireo, u.llltili !It hi81ebora. He is a.bont ostablishing a bOlinty upon fifteen 8hips to the 8Ooth
ward, ~d upon two to double Cape Horn, fur Sp6rmlloOOti whlll6ll. A.1llBl"ioans are to take an oath that they mean to
llIlttIe m England befuro they are entitled to .tbo lxlUuty-' In September, 1786, Mr. Adaws writes to Mr. Jlllfereon
~tu London (viii, 414): •The whaJem-eti. both at ilioonland a.nd tho southward, ha....1l been Unllltlceessful, and the
I'l"Le" of apermacf'tl 011 h.aeriaenaOOve £50 pe1" ton!"
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"On the 21st of Jalluar,Y, 17....,fi, l\lr. Atlaltls, ill a letter to Seel'~·ta,l',V Jay, writes: 'It will take
eighteen mOlltlm mol'l' to [\('to(' flU matters, exch18iv(; oj the t¥eaty ojcommerce.'w And thus it (-,on"

tinned. Argument and persuasion had no eflect. Convincetl ill spite of themselves, they still
clung IOlJdly, obstiuarel,v, perhaps foolishly, to their obnoxiolls laws. As law as November, 1787,

"Mr. Adams write-s to 1\11'.•Ta)': 'They afe at present, hoth at. court 3,lJ(] in the nation at large,
much more H'speetful to rue, and mueh more tenuer of tbl, Uniteu StateR: tha,n the)' ever have

heen before; but, depend upon it, this will not lafolt j thes will aim at recovering back the west.

ern htlJds, at taking away our fisheries, and at the total ruin of our nangatioll, at lea8t.'t Mr.
Adams's position at the conrt of St. ,Jau.Ies was terminated, by lljs nrg'l'ut reque~t, soon after this,

and the questiou of commercial J'{\lations hetwet'U the two countrics was still unsettlcd·t
"This state of affair!,; wall s(\arcdy such as would occasion the utmost harmony. The United

States natura.Ily resented this frigid maUUel' of treating our overtures for friendship. In August,

1786, Mr. .Jefferson, in a lettel' from Paris to Mr. Carmichael, writes: 'nut as to e"ery other nation
of EUfO/le,§ I am persuaded Congress will never after a treatJ", If an;r of them should desire one

hereafter, I -su,ppose they will make the fin:t o,ertures.' nil
TllE AMERICAN WHALE :FISHERY nECLINING.-" But while America was exerting herself so

unsuccessfully to be allowed to live on termfl of civility with Rngland, the whale fishery earried on

from within hpI' borders was lauguil'hillg. .
II Like the. em'ct of tile bHat of the "un on the iceberg, so was the effect of foreign bounties

npon the American fisherr, dissolving it~ breaking oft· a fragment lJcn' and a fragment thel'f'.
Lmed by the promise of Engli><h bounties, diflconra.ged with the prORpect in America, Wllf"l'(', the.

price for oil would scarcely repaytlJc cOst, of procuring it, and wh{'re there was nO market for their
chief staple, several of the people of Na:ntucket removl)d to the vicinit.y of Halifax, in Nova Scotia.
There, in 1786 and 1787, they settlell, huiIdi?g dwellings, wbarl'efl, stores; manufactories for
sperm candles, and Buch other 8tructurflfl as wero cOlmect.ed with their :fishery, and calling their

new settlement Dartmoutb.';T There they calTied .011 the pursuit f~r several years prosperously,
and gave promise of cQllsidllmble comnwrIJiaJ importance. But the disintegration which com
menced a.t N antncket continued at Dartmouth, and just as the 8cttlement seemed aboot to become
thrifty and important it. began to become dividoo, pieces a~aill split off; and the villag(\, as a

whaling port, soon became a thing of the past. Tho,'ile who were the earliest to remove from Nan·
tucket SOOIl grew unea><;r of their Dew location, and haYing g-rcater inducements offered. them if
they removed to England, ag'ain migrated, and, Rettled inlllilfo!(l Haven, from whenoo for many

~'ears they ca.rried on the business with very considerable succesS. The parent died in giving
birth to the child; Milford Haven HourislIed, hut at the expense of Da:rtmonthfg existen.ce.

"~Adams, viii, 36:.1-4, 389." " t 1bid. , 4.G3."
"l WClrks of Jeffel'60n, ii, is. ~ee also article on J..,ffer80n, by Parton, in At.Jantie l-Ionthly for Febroary, 1813."
"~ Referring to R\l8/lia., PoriugaJ, Spain, }<'rance, Sweden, Tuscany, and the Netherlands."
" " J e"lfeflloOn, ii, 18."
"f Worn of J..H'e:r80D, ii, 518. Mr. ,Jefferson sa.ys, referring to a fn:rther he¢:ra of the ialandel'6: 'A vM&el ""!IS

already arrived from Rll.liCll.x to N&ntncket, to take off somo of thoeo who propoaed to :remove; two famllillll hlW gone
on board, and othel"ll were goDing, When a letter Wa.ll rooeived thel"l:l which hll.d been wl'itten by Mouaieur Ie :Marquis
de Lafayette to a gentl\'lllIan in Bol!lton, and trall~tnjttedlly bim til NantllCket. The pru-pol't of the lette!' WlI8, to dis
suade their lIoeoopting the Britillh Ill'OflQlIlI>lll, a.nd to a.s8ure tllem that their friends ill Frll.illlil would endoa.vor to do
IIOmllthing t'Ol'them. Thill illlltantly 1l1111peDtled their design; not,allothtlr went on board, IIrIld the vl.l6'lltl returned to
RaliflLll: with only the (t.woJ families.' In 1796 William Rotch &. Hon petitioned COOgt-eBl:l to nmlit thellll:e_ <ir dnties
and tonna$" ch&rWld them on two whale Ilhip5 hy the collector of New BOOford, in cOlllle'quenccof their not beiugpro
'rided with UnUoo Bt&te.!I reg!srer8. T1z.eBe were lIhi~ wbicb Miloo fro~ NtrntlWk6t in 1.787lUld 1':'69, nndlM'·~
from the State of MM8lWhttBette, and were need in the Dunkirk jiBher~·, retnl'tling to the UnitedStliltes in 17M, iioBl8
ye.aI'Il after the Nationa.l Go.veromell't had been in op6rll.tion. The comlllittee whlch Wall appointed tD IlODIi&Il' ~e
petition reported favorabl,. npoil it, and the p~yerwas grahted.--{ 8t,at6 .Paperll, vii, p. 411. Y' " ...



'rITE WHALE FISHEHY. 139

" 'Parill, according to the regl8tera of 1786._ •. _.. __ ._ •.. __ •••••••• _•• __ •••••• _••.• _ .
.. , Twent.Y-tleven'otlwr dtiell, lighted by M. 8Il.DJtI1liD _ .
'" Rouen ._. _ _ __ • _••.• _. ..••• __ •• _. _•. _•__ ._ •. _. _._ .
... , Bordeaux. ••.•••.•.•.•... : •••.•••••.•••• _•••• _...• _.. _.• _.. _•.••.•.••••. _ .
.. , LyUU9 •••. .• _•••••••.• _••••••••••.••• _••. _ •• .• _•• _•• _. __ •• .• __ •. _••••••

" , Other cities, _for leathl'lr and ]igbt _.. _ _ _ __ •..•

"France did not view thi~ trallsfcr with illditt'ercnec. The scheme for the building up of the

fishery a,t Dunkirk by emigration from Nantucket having proven onl{" partially successful," it wail
desirable to inaugurate 80me other mt\a8urC!i to prevent further increa$(' of the business in England.
A eommittee of gentlemen well informed in snch matters was iUfltructed to investigate and report

on the subject (If encouragement of a general commerce with the "Gnited States. It was evident
tbat the American whalemen could not be induced to leave their native cOllntry if they could sup

port themselYes there. The natural inference was, if a markflt could be Ollcneu to their products
which would replace the one clof;ed, they would not emigrate. Accordingl:.' npon thig point the
committee reported in favor of an immediate abatement of the duty upon oil and a promiRc of a
fmther abatement after the It'ar 17!)O. The letter of M. df' Calonneg (who was in treaty with the

Xantucket whalemen) recommending this, was immediately Rent to America, and after careful

investigation of the subject, the arr~t of the 29th of December, 1787, ratifying the abat€lllcnt
and promising a further one if th~ Fr(mc,h King found such ii, proceeding of ruutual benefit, was
passpiL

" But the mea.sore in this form had a COlltrary cffect from what was intended. 'The Eng!iflh,
RayR Jefferson, t 'had now bf>gnn to deluge the markets of France witll thpir whale oils; amI the;y

were enabled, by the great preminms gi1'eu by their Governmf'nt, to uudersell the French fisbel'"
Jlllm, aided by feebler premiums, and the American, aided b:r his poverty nlone. Nor is it certain
t.hat these speculations were not made at the riflk of the BritiRb GOVl'rnment to 8uppreRS the
Freuch and American ftsherml'n in the-ironl;> market. Some remedy f'leemed nooe~f'lary. Pf'rhap8

it would not have been a bad one to subjectl hy a general law, the merchandise of e,ery nation

and of e~ery nature tn pay additional duties in tbe port~ of France, exactly e(J1HII to tbt'o pre

millms and drawbacks given on the same merChalldi!le by their own GoVerllllicnt. This IDiJ{ht
not only counb-',racl; the e:ffect of premiums in the instance of wha.le oila. bnt attack the whole
Brit,isb !lystem of bounties anrl drawbacks, by the aid of which they make IJondoll the center of

commerce for the whole earth. A less general remedy, hut an eff{'ctnal one, was to prohibit the
oillS of all EwrO]JetM/, nations; the treatJ~ with England l't'quiring only that Rhe should be treated

as well as the moat favored Ettropea.n, nation. But the remed;)' adopted wa,!l to prohibit all oilf!,
withont exception.'t And this on the 20th of September, 1788, only nine montbs from the passage
of the former J.a,w.~

"TlJ.rough the exertions of Jefferson this error, political as wf'JI a.scommerciaI, U'llil remedied,

and in December, 1788, the abatement of duties on oils WR1'Il:!O arranged as to make the American
------_._.._--_ ... __._._._.__.._-_. __ ..

"., Nine families only, of thirty-three peI'l'lon~ in tb.e whole, (lame t.o DunkIrk.'-(Jeffereon, ii, 519.)"
" t J effenon, ii, 520."
.. t Jeffemon, ii, li21. 'The annual con!lnmption of FrlWce, a3 ""taied by a pel:IIOD who hu good opportunities of

lmomn« it, is as foUow!! :
T"",..
1,750

':>00
3121
375
187t

1..875

;;, now"
".~ Jefr~.tates (it, 623) that before the war Great Britain had1.- than 1110 Vl:l_lB engaged in whaling, while

America fllZIployed 309. (ThifJ dOM not tAke int.o &ooount Sag Harbor, New York, nor the very il1ll,ortant fulhery from
Newport, Pnnidenoe, and Warren, in Rhode Il!J1and which Mr, Ji.llfer!lUll _we to haVi.l overlooked in hi'!! report,.) In
1788 the.Iemre~were I'Ovi.lreed,Amerioa ~p]oying 80, andGrMt Britain 314."
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and the French on the same footillg·, anti cut oil' all danger of oy(~rstoekiIlg from European rivals,

and in January, 17Sfl, t.his arrangement received Hs legal ratification.·"
HEVIVAL OF AMERICAN WHALING IN 1789.-" The revival of the business in the Utlited

States, and the growing Hcarllity of whales in the water:;; heretofore mostly frequented, made the
equippillg of largf'f ve8sels a necessity, and from the sloops and schooners which formerly composed

the greater portioll of the whaling fleet an advance waH made to hrigs and ships and the field

still fUl'tller extemled.t T~le sperm whale being of tile most value, the effort. t<l encompass bis
eaptl\l'e was grl~ater i and he was pursued, as he fled from his old haunts, till the Pacific Ocean
was attained.t At Nantucket the number of vessell! 80011 increased to such an extent that it
became llecessary to go ahroad for lnen to man them, and some Indians and a large number of

negroes were brought from the main-laud to aid ill filling the crew-lists. ITl)S anddowna the business

had th('ll, as it ever has since. A presnmol1 prosperity induced competition, tho markets became
glutted, and oil was !'\old at lefis than the cost of production. The price of whalebone becawe
reduced to 10 cents per pound and less, instead of commanding a. dollar, as it did prior to the Revolu
tion. The disturbances between England and France, and the "iuternal commotionI'. to which the

latu'r country was sulliccted, dfectually annnied the eflect of the Frcllch arret of 1789. 80 dis

a.8trousl~' did these things affect whaling that the quarrehl of France and England forced many

Nantucket men to sen lheir ve8sels, others to dismantle and la;y- theirs np, while a few still held on,
some making a littlt>, profit, tIw majority suffering a severe 108s."

TROUBLE WI'l'H FRANCE.-'· In 179S§ came the threats of disturbance between France and the

United States. Freudl pri,ateers, in the excess of their zeal, prey€d upon American commerce aR

well aR upon that of t,he powers with whom they were in direct conflict. A large number of vessels
fell victims to th{'-llc depredators, an~ the friendly relations existing somewhat precariously between
T~rance and the Uqited States became nearly supplanted by a state of actual warfare. The whal

iug interest, as ll8ual, was among the t;arliest sufferers. Early in 1799 lDallY pa,rties in Nantucket

sold their ships rather than fit them out at the risk of capture. News began to reach the island

that vessels were already captured, and tbe business of tbe islauders, both in fishing and trading,

almost. ceased. Instead of fitting out a dozen ships for whaling but two or three were fitted, and
!ilidness and gloom shrouded every face. The difficulties were finaIl~' adjnsted and business

resumed its old ebannels, but the losses which the unfortunate Nantucketers sustained by t,be

uujustifiable, piratical def:lrcdations, though settled to the satisfaction of our Government and

duly receipted for, with others, by the United States, have never beeu remunerakd, wbile some
of the unluck:r owners, officers, and underwriters, in comfortable oircumstances at the oommence·

Illent of these troubles, lost their littl~ property, the accumulations of yearf', amI died in poverty. II

" • Jefl'erBOll, ii, 539. When tho arret of 29th December, 1787, wa~ drawn op, the fiI'l>t draft Wll8l8O mada 8B to
":>ednde all European oi18, bot o.t the "i)~, moment of pMsing it, they struck out the word I European,' 110 that our
oils became involved. ''l'his, I bolie.o.' sa;>s he, 'was the {'tract, of a 8icgle person ill the minilltry!"

"t Sag Harbur re""lItercd tho bumueilS ill 17&">; New Bedford in 1707 or 17B8."
'f t In the Pacidc the Americans bad heen preceded by the Amelia, Captain Shields, an Englillh-fitted limp, manlled

by thu Nantucket colony of whalemen, aod ~CI;mng for that O(le/lon from London in 1787, her first mate, ArnhelUll Raw
mond, killinp; thu llret, 6perm whale known to have b"6o t.aken in that ocean.

" III Jeft'er80n'~ report l,e ennmcrnte6 threo qUll.li tie6 of oil: 1, the sperol; 2, that from the ordinary right wha1eB;
3, that from the right whales. on the Brazil RaDkll, which was darker in color and of & more offenllivc 0001' when
hurned than from No.2."

"~The BMwn PIioP8l"llO£ 1796 reporwd that the Carisford frigate had arriveol at !.he Cape DfOood Bopefrom Eng
lalld with credentials eonatitnting General Graig governor of the colony, the limits of which were to be 90 arranged
AA to <mt 011' other nations from participation in the Delago Bay fLshery. "

"R Th~ snbject of the Fmnoh spoliation ill DUO to which the peoplu of Nantucket have boon particularly sen8W"'
Isolated commnnit~66are more liablek> feel that the illjuatice doue to oue is an injnsntioe to all; hence, altJutagJloqm
panotive11 few of'the ialander8 eu1fered from the depl'edatiOIlB of the Fre.oob., or ratbel' from the appatimt~bof 6Iltb
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'fhese unauthorized captures were not confined exclusively to the French, for in 1800 the Spanish
a.nthorities at Valparaiso, emulating the hostility to a power ostensibly at peace with them wbich

the French had shown, seized and condemned the whalf' ships Miantonomah, of NorwiclJ, atHl
Tryal1 of Nantucket."-

THE W AB OF 1812 A1ID 11'8 EFF},;CTS ON 1'HE WHALE FISHERY.-" From this time till the
opening of the second war with England whaling wus pursued with a gradually-augmenting fleet•

..ind this in the face of the uncertaitlti(~swhich the iHcreasillgly critical 8tat(~ of affair;.; between
the United States and England occasioned. In 180~ :K<llltuekct added five ships to ber fleet, and
:Xcw London sent ber first large vellsel,t and in 1806 tll('. qunntity of oil imported into the conntr.)'
war,; considerably in excess of the eonsurnption.

"'[he embargo act of 1807 almost· suspended tIJe llllrsuit, not so much by actual proscription

as because of the illlpoB8ibilit,Y of effecting immranc(' 11})011 the ve~seh" but it 800ll received another

impetus Oil aCCOUllt of the prm,pect of a general peace throughout Europe.

"The commencement of the war of 1812 fouod a large portion of the whaling fleet at l5ell.
'l'rusting that the causes of contention oetween England and America would be remot'ed without

the necessity of a final appeal to arm", many owners had fitted out their ships. This was particu

Ia.rly the case at Nantncket, from which port it large proportion of the fleet had sailed for tho

raeific Ocean on voyages varying trow about two yeaTS to two ,\~ea'U:1 illld ..t nalf.! With the rccep
liOll of the news of the declaration of wul' a large portiou of the "e""el" ill the Xorth and South
Athwtic, amI 80Ule of those ill tbe Pacific, turned their prows )lOmeward, hoping to make the
home port before the seas I'Iwarmed with lett{~rl'l-of.mal'quo a,nd nat-iOllal vess{,ll; of war. ]\'1 any of

these vesselH from Nantucket, on arriving- home sailed tllence immediateJ;y for Boston, Newport,

New Bedford, or some other fortified port, where the;;' could ride out tIlt; Rtorm of \Va,r in semuity.
After the month of Jnly, 1812, was UI:;ll('lI'ed in, reports of the MIlture of whaling v€8sels came

thick and fast to Nantucket.§ First came the news of the taking amI burning of tho schooner
---------~----_....• _-_ .....•_,._-------------

on the pan of a Government bound to protect them and their interests, all felt that Beeming injustice 9.11 a pereona.l
matter. In a let,t()r to the Hon. George McDllffi(), giving an aooount of the claimB of Nantucket in thill behalf, pUb
lished in the Wanier of May 20, 1846, the following is described WI the IWtual condition of the cla,iUlant.-o allll charactor-
of tho demands: •

<' 'Ship Joanna, Coffin, taken with 2,000 barre:ls oioil on ooo,ro; vWlIe of ship llntl eargo, $40,000; one&>fthe oriA"i
n:I1 ownerS etilllivillg-lleVenty-fi,-e yeo,rs old and POO"; one of 1.1,(1 ere"'· fl,J~(l jiving, JX!or; t,lu) <DMt.er :l.nd mat.e died
recentJJ', poor; children at.ill ~llrviving; vla'''1 f/,ol"cr ~olri. Ship :Minerva, THch, 1,500 llllrrela (If oil on board; vR,lll&,
$30,000; 000 of the original owneI'll Jiving-sixty-eight ~'eR,r oM, Jloor; mRAter IItill aJivl'l-8t'venty-eight yMrsold. wilh
RlnaH meane and many dependclltl'!; one of the crew ali \'l', poor; clllf.m8 ",t1-~r 801 d. Ship Active, Gardlll'J', a,ooo baITols
M oil on boa,rd; '.'alne, $50,000; lJilme owners II'! Miu(ll"V1I witl> cRptaill; CaptaIn o-sl1'<1ner died two yeal"" ago, at the
~lgO of eighty-five, leaving a large famitY and gr:m()cbilurell ; clll;m~ f'let'er Bold. Ship Ann, Coffin (in tnflfchantserv
lce).; 10M of Hhip, IUo,ooo; the captain left a large frmlilr in a'lender circumstances·; one of the nnderwrit.el'$ dietl a
few yeaM since in tho;'> alml'lhollae, who, at the timo of t,lll'l captnrc, ~tood lligh among Nantucket merchantll; ckl;im~
never ~old.'

"Speaking in the infurl'llrt of the wJln-le fleh<.'1';I', it may bo safely AAeort.c'd that tho IH~ople of Nant.ucket, view with
mgrot e.nd di!ll'l.l'pl'>\ntment -what tbey consider the gt{>8~ tnjullHce lohowed to them \"'Witb others) in p;nttlng oft', npon
llntenable pretexts, the settlement of theM demantle. The Iltorn logic ofpuverty i.ntl tho aJm~hous"is keener thaD tlH\
::OPhistriM of polith,lia.ulI. The Fox, of New Bedford, Capt. Coffin Whil'pey, eaptured in 1796 with 1,!'tOO whs)e and
,,00 1l\'H'll'ID, waa anothe1: cue, Iu 1853 Captain V,Thippey---captnred a I76coDd timo in 1798-wM living, bnt dependent
npon llhvity."

". Tbll Mia.ntonomah was.a. new ship, on ber fira:t voyage."
"! In 1794 the llhip Commeroo, af East Haddam, was fitted for a whaliJIg voyage, and Hailed froID New London 00

February £ of that yllar. In 1770 Capt. Isaiah Eldridge, of the sloop Tryall, of Dartmouth, spoke, among other whale
men on the Davu. Strait grou.nd, Thom811 Wioonm (Wiggin 1), of New London."

"Hlea Maay, 161-4-3."
. "~When war seemed inev:itg,ble the llhip-ownarlil of Nantnoket held a meeting to take into collllider&tion the 8ul'l'
Jel'Il o.f bow to best ~ure tbe :lleet from oapture. If, W3~ pmpo.8ed to rtlqlleet. tlJe BritiHh mini liter at Waallington to
ll,,? hili in1l:ueooe witbhiil Go~nllrnmt to obtllill from thlJill immnnity from OlloptUI'fl of whale Iiliips belonging to the
1~lUd. TItls-plan WM ultimately abandoned, t;he ml\iority of the ownen being (If tl: II (lpinJon that 'the pl'06p1'1ct of
811

00_ ..... - 6'lnt 10 wan-nt the attempt.1-(Kaor, 165.1"
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Monnt Hope. DaNid Cottle master. In qnick tluccession they learned of the capture of the Alli·

gator, Ilope, :\lanilla, Ocean (brig), Hauge!', Fame,· Hose, Renown,· Sterling, Edward, Gardut'r,

Monticello. CLiji, Uebecca, and others, and it may be easily iWRg-illed that. the prospect for the

i$lamlers lmd but little ill it that appe<t,red encouraging. :New Bedford, too, although at this time

her inten'st in this busi lIf'S" W lk\ far lc",~ i] Ian t h <l,t of N untueket, l>utl'ored from Uw captUJ.'e"of her

whaling vessels.f
;, Ag-,l,ill did ,vur put, an ptfectn:l1 slop to th(~ Illu'suit of whaling frnm every port of t11(1 United

States ,saVlj Nantucket, and ag,\in wcm til(; inhabitants of that town, lmowillg no uu.sincss except

through lheir 8hippiug, C()lliIH~lled to I;trin: to cany lheir cOllllllercia! mariull through the tempe!>t.
of fiI'l\ as free from cO).1lplete destruction :no; liosslblo. .A new l>OUl'~'e of danger Ill'etiented itself.

Prior to the decla.ration of war between Greai Britain and Ameriea ow' whalemen on the COltBt of

Perot had often Buffered from Jliratic,ll act;.; of the }'eruyian privateers, being continually plun

dered and cut, out, fwm Chilian l)Dl'tll~ whither tht) had gOlW til recruit. The chronic Btate of

atl'air,:. ou this coast 1Jl~iIJg OlW of W,~l', tLe GOYi'TllllH!JJt of t.~e United 8tat<% Lad sent the Ron, Joel
It, ]'oim,eU, of ~outh Carolina, to those partl; to see that American commerce waH Buitably pro

tecte(1: uut for s«n:lral luonth" his relllunstr~wcesbad been worse than usl'lCJ;S, The declaration of

war betwcClI Eug;land aud the United States gave tll(l Peruvian corsair8 a fresh pretext for the
exerci"e 01" their plulH]iOl'ing propem;ities. They clailupd that they were1he allie$ of Englund, and

as /,;uclJ wen' elJtilll'd to (~aIlture the ves8els of ,Uly power with which she was at war. An expedi·
tion wal:> equipped hJ the authoritieH of Lima and sent on its marlluding way. This army suc

c(·eded in cuptnring thl' tOWlIS of Goncelltion and 'l'alcahuuuo. In the latter port Was a. large num·

bel' of American l:lhips, many of thmn wIJalemen, who) having obtained their cargoes of oil, had put.

in to recruit with proViHioll'l :lIJd water before making the, hOlliewanl \'o~yage. Among thel:l~\ were

tlw !lhip;; Criterioll~ Mar;y Ann, Monticello~Chili, ,John and James, Lima, Lion, Suke,Y, Gardner,

Pr"sidellt, Per8eVeran(~e,and At.las, of Nantu0ket.

"Thill war; ill April, una. These vessels were detained in the ha.rbor by tlw Limiall armament,

which consisted of two men-of-war, with about J ,500 troops. Having found a bag containing about
41800 OIl board the l~reo:;irlcnt, the;',' carried her captain, Solomon 'Folger, ashore nnder a guard and

imprisoneli the remaining officers and crew, excepting the mate, one boat·st.eerer, and the cook,

"Learning of thi/:l condition of affairs, Poin::rett immediately joined the Ohilian arm~' and

directed its 1ll0vement<J, AU tlw l;jth of MIt,\' a hatt.\e was fought between the contending forces near

the town of 81tH Oarlos, but when the da;r had closed neither rlide could claim the victory, Taking

advantage of the COWl' of the llight, PoiIlStltt pn t hiwllelf a.t ihe heau Of foul' hundred picked men,

with thrt'-c pieces of light artillery, <lmI, leming tbe main bod)'; marched directly to Talcahuano,

whither tho enomy had wi.thdrawn. The towu was immediatel)' carried bJ' storm a.nd the detained

whalclllcn were released.§ Some of the ship Ii ha,illg had their papers destroyed, Poinsett fur·

nished them with cousular certificates. Tho friendl;,' regard for the United States which diplo-

". The Fame was ulSed in tho Engli~h fishery, and the Renown, under the name of ' Adam,' while engaged in the
QUltl pursuit under th\l S;l.mo flag, went miliom on Deal beach (lond bilged ill 1824 or 182;).

"In 1812 the brig Nanina, Cl>llt. Vll,)ontiue Barnard, of New York, 6110iled to the J!'alklaIld wands OIl a IIIla1iD.g and
elephant-(lil cruise, The Britieh ehip 1eabella havillg become wxeckoo, bel' crew WeIe r6llCued b1 the Naoina., and
showed their gratitude to Captaiu Barnard by seizing hi~ ....e&;lll and lletting him, 'With BarzillaiP-. Andrew Hunter,
r,nd E. Peaa6, of his crew, lL6hore Oil New leland, one ofth", group. A proWllt signed by the [oW' Wall pablillhed in the
Hutlllou Betl, and liliIo in the supplement of Niles'll Regiatel" [Ol' U1l4." .

"tThe lIhip Sally, Clark wa;oter, WIlolI capturad wbilo homeward hound with 1,2(){l blUTilll! of sperm oil en board;
Value of v_el and cargo, $40,000. The Triton n1IOO WtIS captured, involving 0. lotl/j of'16,OOO/'

"I Tb_ v_]l1 belonged II;lmoet exclusively to Xe ..... Bedford and Nantucket!'
"~8olfI Nantucket Inquirer, Angnat 9, 1824; ll.1IIO Inquirer ~nd Minor, September 14, 1872. Iu the la.ttel' )ltperill

an IIIOOOUllt of the aifll.ir written by Capt. Natblmiel ,FiWg"nold, Olle oJ.' 1M crew 011 one of the detained .haleYiI:" ..
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matic address and persuasion had been. unable to obtain, were secured ill a much shorter time

alld probably far morc ('fficadousl,)' by force of arms, alld I,iIHR yidded to muskets and cannon
the respect she hall been unwilling to COIlCeI\e to tla: H'ul of till' DClJartmeut, of State. Her dep

redations OIl American commerce diU not, howeYcr, cntil'el.)-' Cl,1<lliC until the ad veut of Ca(ltain

Porter in those waters.· SOOl! afttjr this the United ,states GOYCrIllilcut, re,Lliziug- the uefllDscle1'8

condition of our conlmerce ill the l'acilic, tii;;patcllclll'orter to that locality to prot{l0t our interests,

rp to the time of the capture of his \'e:>lStJI he had liot onls UOl10 all in his Jlower in this direction,
hut had effectuallJ-' dest,royed tlJe Rug-lislJ whale fir;lH.'Q' ill those seal>, and ,~o turued tbe tables

UIWIl tbe enemy who hau sellt out bi~ whale t;hiJl~ well arIll6d am! lIla-nnN! to perform the samt'l

li1ldiS office toward our '\viw.lemell.i

"Up to the latter part of the year lS13 the lJeo]Jle of "Xalltuilk~t had fis\J('(} UlJI.llOlellted both

for codfish and for humpback whales on the llhoal" at Lhe ea;;twanl of the bluml, aud h.y this
lIleaIJ8 eke(} out a livelihood which was beglnlling to lie quite pl'eearious, hut HlioS rel>ort was now

taken from them. An Englh,h priYateer, dllriJJg the fall, appearetl allJOllg the ll.eet, calJturing

Olle Nantucket vessel and driving away the remainder. In this dilemma it town meeting was

u~seUlbled and a. petition pl'epamd and forwarded to COllgress l'('Ilrest'nting the situatiOll there,

aud praying that some arrangement might b(~ t'uterell into • whereh;\' the fisherit·s may b(\ prose·

cuted, witlwut beinA' subject to losse" by war.' Hut, uo aUt'f]llaW rdil·f was aft'orded, awl the

people found the history of their 8uflerings UUl'illg tile Hl',olutioll 1'61'eatiug it"ell' with a uistrcss·

ing- pertinacit;y a.nd fidelit,y, anll the;',' hade·faJr to lleri"h of "tarvatioH aml lIolt!. Tbl'yeYt'ntuaIly

l:;ncceeded in obtaining permil>8ion to import provisiolli>, hut attempt:,;, to get leavl!> to:,;,ail on wbaling

vosages, coupled with immunity from capture, were unsullcessful.
"The return of peace effected for them the protectillll that all negotiations had failed to secure.

Early in February, 1815, news came to ::.-iantucket that the war was over, and immediatel;\" all

WlI'8 hurry and bustle. The WhU;1"'\'fl!l, la-tely):'\o del'ltll'tc\\, teemed with life; the -;,;hips,lately dis·

llla,ntled, put on their new dress; t,hE' faem; of the people, lately so disconsolate, were radiant with

hope. In May two ships fitted and 8a,iled on their vo;yages; by the last of June thi8 number was

increased to aiDe; by the 1st of August eighteen had gone, and by tho .'31st of December o-;·er

tnirty I>bips, brig8, schooner", and sloop\> were punl11\ng the le"\'iathan~ in tll\.' :Nmtb and South

.,. Tho 'Walker, of Ne", Bedford, W&8 capturell by an Engli><h ll.rH"ld whale IIhip, but rJ!.CJl.ptured b~' Porter. 'I'll..
Barclay, of New Bedford, also was clloptured by tbe 1'6rul'i301l, and recaptllr6d by }'ort,er."

"t 80 far a~ Opel'll.tioIlll in the P~ifi()WBI'll conccrned, t,b,' EugliKb W"llt, Ollt to shellJ' 1m!.. 'returned shorn.' Wberever
our SfJ,ilors went ltShoru in foreign porn ami IUet Ellgli~b M'Wmt;U, a. mdce w~~ i' i'Tl"lll"llt occunonee. An Itmu&;ng
in.rtance IS relat..,d of the oft'Wf\r (Of a whllllng vtl8s(,1 ill "u,,-nllg tlHl di8plea.nre of It" Engli~}l lU,Yll} ofllccr in on" of tbe
l'ioutb Alllilrwa.n J>JWific porte by his xeal in lwba]f of hi. couut,J')', A chll.lk"W' "'..as the result. T],,! American being
1h" challooged party, had, of COllnc, the ri~ht to a (ihoiue of wNI,pon", and "cing mo"t fuuiliar with thll harpoon,
cho~e that. They met, according to tll\1 preJilllinariflll Rlilt took their positions. For a moment tho English officer
"to<J1l. uefore the poh;ed harpoon of our wha]ernan, th'm gave iu, and the proposed cOUloat "'at; deferred."

" NO~'emUer 26, 1~13. Macy, 177. In an official report Captain Porter f,oivell tho following Ill;: of hi. captureB,
ehictly veue18, WI he SB.yll, eugaged in tho British sperm.whale fuher.\' ~

T~'na. 1df'.n. Gun e .
Montezuma """""" •.•.....•.•.•........ " ...• __ < , ••••.•••••••••• _ ••••• 270 :<11 2
P<llicy •. •••.• •••• ••••••.• ••••. •••• .••••. .••••••••• •••••••••••• •••••• •••• •••••• •.•••. .. •••.• ••. 175 26 10
C60lbr1allA•••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••_.•••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• ,. • 2tiO ~, 13
Greenwich ••.••.••••••••••••..•••••...•.••.•.••••..•..•...•.•••.•••••••.•••••..•....•..... '" 3&! 25 10
Atlantio :-If>.') 24 8

Rolle •••• :::: ::::~::::::::::•• :::: :::::::: :~:::: •• ~ :::~ ::::~: :::::: :::: :::: ::: ::: :::~ :~:::: :::: 220 21 8
Ht'lotor ••••••••••.••••.•••••....••••••.••.•. _.....•••.••••.•.....•....•..•.•.............•... :ao 2:> 11
Cat.h&liue •••••••"_" •••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.••••.••.....•••••..•..• __ . 270 )l9 l'l
8eringap&tam. ••••••••••••••••••••.••••••.• c ••••• _ ••••••••••••• , ••••.•••••••••.•••••• "._._._ - 357 :n 14
Cl1B.rlton _~ ~ ~I " _.~ •••• ~.~_: ~ .~& ••• ..... ~_~& __ ~ • .. & __ • r."_~~ __ ._ r_·· fEl4 21 10

:~z::,n::d::~ ::.::~:::;:::::: ::'.:~ :::'. ::::~.,::: :::::::::::: :::::: '.::~:: ~:~: ~ ~::'.:::'.::::: ~ l~>l
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Atla.ntic, thtl Indian and Pacific Oceana. On the 9th of July, 1815, the firHt returning whftlin~

Y,,"Baet arrived at Xantuctet; in all probability this was the firllt arrival at any port in the United
States after the war. This vessel was the 8loop Mason's Danghter, which, after a six week!"

vo~·age. returned with 100 barrelS of oiL"

8. WHALE FISHBRY OF PROVINOETUWN.

By CAPT, N. E. ATWOOD.

In earl;r days the whale fishery waR prOBecnted oft· along the north ahore of Cape Cod with

flmall hoatfl, and whaleI' were \"er5' plenty ill PH' fin;t part of the pn'scnf, century. In 1820, owing

to the searcit;> of coll.fi8Il oJ! tIle Grand Bank. Provinct'towlI ship.owners were casting Rbout fo!'

Tlew fields of indnstrs to employ their ve8se!f" amI five SChOOllf'rI:' were fitted out to engage in tbe
spenn- Vi'bale fi shcry. I n most. easps experiellC('l] Wh l1] el'~ were engaged at vVenfleet and dsewhere,
hut otle vessel. the Nero, sailel1 withont, haYing OIl hoard a man who had eve!' seell a I'lperm whale.

'.rl.le5e vessels lrdt "Proyincetown about the ht of April and went direetly to the Azores, where they
cruised for a mouth or two. III .Tune they went to the northwei:1tern ground, as it was called (situ.

ated from 100 to 200 miles northwest of Cowo and F10l'CS). and staid there through thc remainder
of the cruist" comiug home in the fall. Thesi~ vessels did ratber hetter than the codfisberm£'n.
] II 18~1 the eoclflsbery was ...till low and tue wbaUog fleflt was increasell to twelve vessels, quarter·

deck schooner", mostls, the largest of which measun,d 98 tons (about equivalent to 'l0, Dew measure.

TUen t), and sev{,ral were over 90 tons. There were the Kep1;ull (\, the Nero~ th e Minerva, the Presitlent,
the l\Iary, the Genernl Jackson, the Clla!'les~ the Four Brother!". the Hannah and Eliza, the Vesta,
the lll'ig Ardent, and tbe brig l~anrel. The fleflt went on thl' saUle grounds as in tbo previous ;yoor,
amI ill Augnst went iuw tlw islands to recruit aud afterwards cruised about the islands. They
name home in S('ptemuer and Octol,er, IllLving done a fair business, a little lwttcr than the cod fleet.
'I'he Nero had the lwst [;tre, obtaining 2(;0 lmrrels of sperm oil, ,'alued 3,t $1 a gallon. III 1822 the

fleet was incrpa",cd to eighteen vessell', the Fair Lady, the Sophronia. the Olive Branch, the Be,"
enth SOH, and the Detse~' being addt<tl. They a~complisbl'd very little, aud all returned in the fall
excopt, tbe Laurel, whicll went to the \Vest Indies, and the Fair I,[uly to the Gnlf of Guinea. In

182:1 the 'two vessels returned in Marcb from the south, and the brig Ardent w('Int to the Azores,

obtaining 200 barrels of sperm oil, awl was wrecked at sea on her return. The schooner Seventh

Son went to Africa, obtaining v('ry little.

In 1824 no whalers were !'ent ant, nor in 8ucool.'ding years, until 1&10, when the schooner
I~air J~\'ldy and the Rchooner Vesta, went to the old ground about the Azores, the former getting

300 and the latter 140 ba,rrel". In 1832 the brig Imog(lne,170 tons, was bought. in Boston for

sperm whaling. Shfl went into the India.n Oeean and was absent two years, obtaining 400

b:trrel~ of sperm oil. Iu 1835 the Imogene went another voyage to some of the Western Islands
and the Gulf of Mexico. In 1836 the schooner Louisa, (Flora ') was added 1:0 the fleet. They
went to the West Indies, where they got some humpback whales, then to the Gulf of Mexico,

a.nd later to the Western Islands; the Louisa obtaining 175 barrels and the Imogene 560. In

1837 the Imogene got 450 barrels in flle Atlantic and the schooner Louisa 100. In lS,qg the

Imogene went to the Gulf of Mt'xico, getting 400 of Bperm and 200 barrels of whale oiL In

1839 the Imogene crniBed in the Atlantic, getting 350 barrels of sperm and 250 of whale oil In

1837 the Edward and Rienzi was bought for black fialling and went on the gronnd sonth of the
Georges Banke and toward Cape Hatteras. No whaling vessels had ever been there beloie,and

she found sperm Whales II.bundant, and since t,hat time tbe Hatteras ground and, the Chane8tJO:D
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gronnd (the latter farther soutb) have boon favorite eruising grounds for the Provincetown fleet.

In ]840 the Imogene was condeIDlled and foUl' vellsels w(',l'e added to the fleet, the brigs Fmnltlin,
Fairs, and Phronix, and a f'chooller (probably the Bdle lsI0). The I'hcenix went to the Gulf of
?lll'xico (where slle obtained avo bands (If sperm oil), t,!H' others to the Western Island", where the

l']J(Bnix followed tbem. From that. time the whale tii':ber.r began to increase. In 1841 thero were

Bille vessels, aIle schuonel', Oil!:', hark, 1Uld t>cven hrigs. In 1842 there were thirteen. In 1869

t1j(~ fleet had increased to fift.\' ·four nssels, at wIdell time the whale tisiwl',y was larger than ever
before or since. E\Tcr sinNI 18..17 tlH\ lIattenul gl'Ouud haH bcclI much visited. At 011(" time many
\'essels went to the eastwa,rd of the Grand Bauk!;, principally lor black .fish. Three or four wt.mt

,war after ;rear. They would be goue from May to Odo!.Jer, and sometimes got 250 to 300 barrels.

llnring the war tbe whaling busine~s prospered, but beg-all to fall oU' ii'um 1869 to 1871 as thl'>
w!JaI~8 became ~carcer.

9. STATISTICAl. REVIE'V OF Tlll~ A;'I:lERlUAN \VRAl;g FISHEH,Y.

The American whaling fleet was smaner in 1880 than at ally tillle within the past sixty years,

l'xeept in 1875 and 1876. Tbe decrease ill tbtl number of _egaels has beell goi1Jg on "inee the year
] 84G, when there were seven hundred and twenty-two ve8sels, measuring 2:n,406 tOilS, in the fleet.
.t\ecnrate statistics for the period prior to 1840 are wanting. .Just before the -Revolntiona,ry war a

Jl('d of over thn'c l.mudn::d and fifty Sfl.il was engaged in this busi!WS8, but after tile war the

Ilumber was very greatIJ' rndueed. Thert:' was a g-radual g-rowtil in the fleet from this time until

the war of 1812, whieh proved another disaster to whaling commerce. After the war the business
ag'ain revived and there WIUI11 8te-auy increal'P ill the .'liz.. of the ih\\'t.

On January ],1844, the fleet belonging to the United State" nnmbemd 8ix hUlldrNl and seven

teen vessels, valued at (119,4-30,000 at thetitne of sailing, ami their entire _alne al that dat.e, includ

ing the catchin~s at sea, was estimated at $27,784,000. Tht:l annual (~oJH.mlIJption h.y the fleet for

ontfits at that time was $3,845,000, and the value of the production of oil amI bone in the year
].';44 waf! $7,875,970. In 1840 the fieet of vesse18 had increa"ed in number t.o Heven hnndred and

twcut.y-two, the highest number ever employed in tile fisilery at one time, and was valned at about
$21,OOu,000. The entire capital invested in the industry fmd itA connections at this time was

$70,000,000, and the number of per80ns {It.'riving from it their chief support wafl 70,000.

After 1846 tbere was a rapid decr~se till 18JO, when the tonnage was 171,484 and the number
of vessels ft"Te hundred and thirty-nillfl; then all iucrpafle till 1854, wIlen there were six hundred

aud fiftS-two vessels, measuring 208,:399 tons; frnm 1854 till tile present time 'the d(\('xcase baa
bc(m almost constant, the tonnage in 1865 being reduced to 79,W6 tons, and the velSSt'ils to two

hundred and seventy-one; in 18m the decrease was still great.er, when tbl':\re were only one hundred

and fifty-two vessels, measuring 37,733 tons, sud on the 1st of .January, 1880, the fleet numbe-rOO.

one hundred Qnd ooventy-three vessels, of 39,433 tOllS measurement.
The m08t valuable prodnction of the fleet was in 1854, when the value of the oil and bone

waa $10,766,521.20, against $2,056,009.08 in 1879, which was the loweat since the year 1828, when

the prodncti?n yielded .1,995,181.15. '1'he year ending December in, 1880, WQ.Il somewhat more

profitable than 1879 because of the f;mccees of the Arctic fleet, the :yield this year reaching
$2,659,725.03.

The largest fleet in the North Pacific and Arcti. Oceans was in 1846, when two hundred and
ninety-two BIDPS were there, and obtained 253,800 barrels of whale oil, averaging 869 barrels to a

veB8el. The largea:tquantity of sperm (lil W&8 produced in 1837, 5,329,138 gallons, aver3Jing in
3J«l, V; VOL. ll-..-10 . . •. .
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llriee $1.:?4~ per gall1m. The larg'est quantity of whale oil was produced in 1851,328,4-83 barrels,

or 10,34-7,214 ~aJJIJIJf\, :1 veraging 4!3h {~ent8 r.(W /Zalloll. The largest qrw.ntJt,yof wbalehone Wall

produced ill 1,,;/;;. :J,(;;}:J,:\\IO )"1\11111", a\'era~iug ::\.j,?J (:"llt" (g,)hl) ),('[' 1"}1I11O i.

(aj ntAOE l:f~VIEWS.

Tlw fonowill~ extmet", taken thlUl 1;1.Il\ \Vh;tlellWU's SllipJliug IJi 0 t., Jlublished at New R(;II

ford. ]\J;>ss., sbnwillg 11l(' 'yl':lrl,Y I,Olll]itinll of t he Whaling; il1lln"t ry t'l'\)1J\ I~{j8 lo lHSO, are kiudly

nl)'lli"llPll b.,· :\les"'l'~. 1. II. DaLtll\tl & Sons.
The wurlle; "irupnl'L,:," amI "ilUpOl'tat.iouf;" ill these re\'iews lucan the reeeipts of oil frolll the

AlUerieatl fleet, a'HI do lIot mean imlJorts of foreign productioll, out t1.le catch of .American Ye">i('l.~

in tLa various oemuJ.S.
Rrriew Of thr lJ'hakji'hlry for 1E!68.-The pre6ent yellJ" liM witne88ed the return of tIle usual nnmber of wbil.ler~,

,nul gen"raIJ:, wit,ll H"fi~lilttor~' tJalthe~, II.lHI ql1itt> aB 6'Norahi" rl;8uit~ 1i8 anf,idpaf.eU. The priCI'· of sronn oil 1'11[('(1
8te;H!y thrm,~h thc }"nr, while, in wi",]". ;1 p,nnrally ad,·aneiHU; llitl-l-\'''t wn, Ului"t."iJlcl1, and in S"l'lcml.,,'r «]win~ to
t.,lr,~nl"hic ",1,-j"",; from H,,' f1,>,,!. He In!..· ,,~ tb" mid,lj" of AUgUB', Jllllh,nuclng " fall un.' of '·he fisuery "p to that rIllt... )
Jl. luarke<l a,l\'al"·" W:l8 c8rabli"hell, ami 1wh1Hs of the 8",11,11 ~t.l)ck (17,;'00 l,alTl,bl llcmamled $1.:;" and 0l,wards.
'Vhal"),,,u,,. ""ing ,;itnj)utly affc{'!.ed, ~()ld in til<' 81J1J1Uler a~ low U8 K, ".entH, ColirrelJe.l', 11llt ullon the llnHworahlE' nc·ws
u6VlllJeed t<> ~1.,1\!~, with "ales, and a fu-r-ther a,h'rwct' WR' dNJlil·IHled. A lHOlJll~ la,kr mol''' fa·vora!.>\" xeports e·all.e to
balJd frOll! th" fl,,<>t, in tL,-. Arc.lie, which east ." ll<'W f"'lll ure OV('l" the pr<>~p",>,tli of I"'hoc-" and suppl.\·. The M~a~on up
10 Angll~i. 2:l Wti~ fl· f"j!nn', IJUt 11 f"w whaleB havlng h6,'n take.n llIl 1(l that tin"', ~(lnw of the a,blekt 1fI0st<>rB lllJxing
taken I'" (lii, atHln"Hl.v Y"s"eJ~ Il'ft for ntlwr ground.~; thoBe tlHt1. ren>aill"ll weH' ~ur"~~fifJll in takiug pXll-anl'dinary
,,·uta of "jl; jJJ ont' ilJ>;l;ln,-,,:, !lot· \.unl; ,J"]JlJ IJnwJaJJtl, t~liiJJg" 1,00(1 bJlIT"J.~ of 01) ju Jhl,r ,by" in the b.-Ocr 1')'1'1 [)f S,'p
t.euluer, and DIHUY otlu:-c Yet1bt.'lfi 1001. «.H a\·~.~nl.g-n of l~n{)o !"':nT~·l:--:. in fldrt)." dj"rl~} OH' laq.!,t':"i'"!-t, ('.[If.clH's 11'l~in~ tI;l.l shillS
Raind."r, ! ,,,,,0 l'arl'l\l~, aud tbe, l'l(lrhln., 1,700 bartd~.

Owir,g t<> llw low pd';eil Tlllillg ror -1l'bllJ~, ell :mil. wha.ld>lllle, ill the early ana mitldJ" part of tJw J·m..r wallY of the
sbips n,rurnill"-: from the Korth Pal,ific wcr. put into the ~penll and right whale fishery in the lwlilloll and Sonthl\rn
Oct-ans, which will nceOllnt in PIHt for the bmalllket to go north ill 1860, and many 8uips will return borne this spring,
luniug eompleted threc or U1Oro ~l>I:IOn8. So that, a" the whale fi»hel"y DOW stands, there will not l'Tt)t.at.ly t.e over
fifty ~hil)8 of nil nationalities erui~illg in the North Pacific in 18ij9, ::t smaller number thau billce 1663; lt~llvHlg tile n\Bt
of ihe wkl1e fleet, o.bOllt two hurulroo1 and thirty.nine shil'!! to {>ursne 61'arm wha1ing in wl101e or in l'ttrt in every
othe.r oeean and Bell..

We have no ehanges to not-e of employment of ships in tbe fishery, but add the port of Bun Fraueisco to our Jist
811 one nf t,he porI" of till' United State<! ,mgage<1 in the fibhery.

The nnlllber or vessel~ from the At.l:l:ntic I,orts tlngaged in tlHl fish'jry January 1, 1869, is 2'JO Bhips aDd bark~, 23
brigs and !':!7 sehoonem, with 73,105 tonnlh~e, showing lUI inorease of only ontl 'Vessel a.~ eompured with \Mt yeL1t, but a.
falling off of 1,4R(J tOilS, of wbjnh 87i:l tOllR grows ont of remeasurcments by the nllW system, to which w" add 6 VllSSeJS
from the port of Sail l'raneisco, -wit,I, 1,414 tOlluag(~, miLking tho totalnomber of VCll5(\18 from the United St.ates, Janu
ary 1, 1869, 336, wi til B tODllage of 74,&19, heiug wi tb in 75 tons of that of 1868.

The lIohooner 1i:tta G _Fogg, of Provincetown, and_ Money Hill, of Dostou, are milllling, a.ull are suppollC1l to have
foundered at lIea, tbo fornwr not having 1,(jl'\1l heard from since Balling, and th.\ laUE'r wben only a sbort time 0111..
Til", brig Georj!ianft. ofNl''''' LOll(lon, with 700 barrels of oil Oil frejgl1t from Cumberlaud Inlet wbnJers for New Lon
ll<>Il, hili! llllt been beara from liln(lO sailivg from tbe inlet ill October, 1868, aDd it iii fear<:d ill lo.st.

TIle Athmtiewbalc Jl ..her~· haa b"t>J) carried on nyabout l!;S mau~' whale.... as ill 1867, with qllite as fllovor80ble
retnrnH. The v"6l:Ie\s f-rom Provineotown and port>; eastward, eomprilling nearly oUll-half the fleet, averaged about
th6 game qn,mtity of oil a" in 11=167, uut owl[]g to the frft~rell.illld eOllt'lf the vesseltf added, and the reduced price of
sperm oil, the bnllillellil Wll,ll not, on the Whole, as t'>'munerative.

The" CommodOTe Morri~ Grlluud" pMVed a f",ilnre, bot whaleB were found quite plenty on othBl' gronDflol, thongh
v0I';I' wild, and H6vera.l vellSe1~ were very fortUill/.W; nine ve~sele averaging 400 bands !!perm 011.

The llMt in the Paeifie Oeean was :U'll11'ly alllOuece!!Sful as in 1867, thotl<l that m"t with extra.orditUlry luek in that
year hl1ving eontinued t-o taklliarge qUlI.t..tities of oil, moro espeeially those crnising in the South Pacific, while 80IDe
of 1,he vellllllie cruillinj! on the Welit eOllSt of South Ameriea took good euts of oil. The fteet wlll be son:Jewhllt llillrealled
thll preseut year, being about Iii~ty Ameriea.n fihipa, including eome of thll tD03t lIuccellsful-which are eyVOOted. to
ret Ill'll home. .

Panama ball ptovlId lI. cOllvaulent port for f,rl\n88hiplllent of oil home, thera ha.viug been quite a number of 'Whalen
theM the past year to receivo ~npjJ1it'>.~and to ship their 011. A.monnting to 3,250 barrels of sj)6rllJ.- Thl" rOOlloM. prlee of
freiio!;ht to 6cent~, gold, per gallon, with proSpectll of a furthe.r dedutltion, will probahly indllce mOI:e Vll8llels to'Villit
th"'tt; ill futnro.

TIll> I:lpllTw-w!JAle .tIoet lOT 1l:l69 will be diatrlJmtoo al:1l>llt I1IJ [o-lIowl!: Ia the North and SOath A.tbm.tfc abdtlt lllO
V~, the usull.lll.umber for the l'lLllt thI")1' yeA.l'll, !'):.elusive of homewMd bound vell!!llla. In ~he IndilW. Oc~n. 35
vllllllels, againQt 31 in 1136El. In the Pacific Ocean, fr4 'i"e8~el~, IlgrtinBt 46 in. 1868. Tr,ta\, 2:39 "-ls.
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The fleet oruising in the North Pacifio (lon~iBted of [>8 v8"&>ls, of whieh 7 Wflre fOl'<lign, against 101 vll88elB in
1867 j 2 ve!ll*l4 were 1081., the Corinthitwand tho fb.. lIa.waii, the former having taken 1,0'-'0 barrel~ oil an,l 15,000
poun'ls bono, which were saved, anu tho latter, 1,200 barrelB oil and l:i,OOli ponnds bone, which were 10&1. with the
\'e:lB<ll. Thoro were allln 4, trading veil~olB tlla" .... illited tho>li' water~ alld r"I.'lnwd with Ie:) ba.rrela oil and 2:.1,[>'>0
iwonds bono.

The Arctic Ocean fleet ct,mpri<;cll 37 Amoriclloll and 4 for",igll v<'eeeJa, and ell,ught :1;'),005 barrels whale oil and
:.7:,,200 pounus bone, au average of ~~ lJarrt>lK "i1 all,114,O~1() poulHh bOlH'; wb,'r;'a., ill Ibm,77 veBsels cftllght50,115
banels whale uil alld 807,800 POlllHls bune, au ayerllog',> of wI lIarn'ls oil :w<lIU.4(1-~ puuuds lJOuc.

Tllll Ochot<lk fleet cOlllpri>led 7 American and 1 foreign y('sse]. a,utl "anght .1,960 lJarrl'i~ wlHl]e oilau<l 50,500 pounds
h",w, "11 lIyeragc of 620 barrd~ oilluHI 6,.:112 I'0IlU<1.~ lI",,,,; w,her'-Il', in 1~;7, 14 \-e~ilel~ c1Lllght 1),3:.!0 baIrelll whale oil
,,,,,1117,r,l,)() pound, 1m"", an ,",v"r(l'II"" of ull" \"tr1',,18 oil an<l 6,;IJ;> l'OlllHls h"ue.

The Kodi!tc and B";~tol Bas f1""t cOl1qll'i~"d 17 Anwricun and:: f,'reign ve.qsds, !ttld caught 7,635 barrels ",-hale oil
'lIltl GS.SOO ponnru. bnml; whereas, in lliti7, 10 v~B8e18 caught 5,465 barrcill wlla1" oil UlHl 47,700 pounds bOlle, an
a \'"ra,gtl of 546 lJarrch oil and ,1,770 pound~ b()lw,

Tht clltir.,fwet of ffi .."e!ll'l\)l~ oought, 47,£'OO \mn~d" "-b,,,\(, Coil am\ ('AI4/,{\(\ l'OUllU'" \>OlH', ll» tl.-Yc,mg" "i' 700 han.,1"
"t: au,l 1O,21:~ poun(]" hon", ~1l<\will:; :. 1,,,Uer averAb'"" than in 1867, whcn 101 Y"$sel~ cuug-ht lin ll.verag" of (142 baTTels
Illl 'lnrl9.6:13 pounds bOlli'\.

TlIe CumhHrlalld lnlet ftc"\" ('uillpriscd l~ Amerieatt Yessels, of which 4. returned, bril1J:iug 2.2;>(1 barl"tlll! whale oil
",,,1 ;-,G,l1\l\l POUl"'lI '''"le. T\w, 1"'1"1< An{l:r,w,(> wa~ 1"t,,\1;; 1n",t, h","\n~ lH} oil on boanL Til" tll,..,\, f,w l~I'IJ ",n '>llu;oo:r
Ill" 'I' t t!ln sam" all ill Ibl;H; 7' ve6~els uro will t"ring there, aud hal! takcll, ul' to the Jat,,,,,t datc,;, I'ut ti vo wb..~el!,

Th" yefIr o!.eued wHlI I!:p"nll oil dull at $2, anll c<Illtiuuer! about th" Sll,illll for six mouth~, when it ,lr"!,p"d to $1.75
rjj; ,SLfifl, at which it stool1 for nearly three mOllth~, wbell it wal! lHlt t-o $2, whl!n H. 1"l"naine,1 for a brief period, and
"1\<'\1 wll.1l.ted fM e:s:po:rt in O<',.wb"'r dedin'Ml. to $1.78 @ $1.75, at, which 1(J,()(I1/ barr.,]., wew B>:,\\l.

'Vhill" oil opened at 6;j cent8, and steadily iUlproved tu t:2 e"llt~ 1st of Aug-lU,t, whell, under nnfnvorable, l]~WS
fh'lIl t.hfJ northern fleet, rapidljc advaneud to $1.10, and, in con~e'1lleneeof thtl lI.!JsenN, of further ropon.s from t.he
Il,'t'!" Wgs still furtb.el' advanced, with slloles at $1.15 @ ~1.'J[,. AftoI' the. J}(IWS of the great ffficces~ wa. received, in
Orlolwr, it ""as very duU, aud clo!llld with 6[1,1"" (,f 400 lJ..rrd~ at »hunt $1.

Wh;tl",lJolle opene(ll1t 70 ceIlta, gold, stollodil,v declilJ"d nn til J Illy, with <!ales at 60 rents, go1<l, when all irnpnrHj
mellt w,,~ establi~bedand the markct, uuder the lin frio vor&ble reports, ro~o rapidly j;" $1040 'a! ,$1. 4~1, at wbich hnt few
,ale. w"re wade, a.nd la.teI', upon full reports from the JJN.>t , tho Dlurket beeame d011iornli?o,'d, and ree,'ded to 7(, raJ SO
"cntB, gold, at which Lnge 1l&k.8 were. made at thfl doge of tho ~'eaI',

The imports in 1868 were 47,174 barrelB sperm, 65,575 1I1.fTeb whit]" oil, and llOO,b50 pouad" l",m', ilgainBt 43,433
h'Hrcls sperm, 89,289 barrels whal" oillH,d 1,001,397 llOUlH]s llOnc, in leu7, sLowing all inerea."", of spl)rm oil, but a
considerable decre&1;6 of whale oil and I,one_

The exports fof 1868 WON' 16,916 b,~rrd8 sporm, 9,tl&> hal'rel~ whal" oil, a,nd 707,BS:.! l"mnds whHJcbone, agaitlSt
2;l.H7 ulnrels sperm, lS,~):l ba,rrels whn.Je oil, and 717,796 pounds wbalebotlo in 18m, ;;howlng a marked decresae
e.pectally of Sperm Q.IlIl whale oil, llllt it allOuld he Mated that about 4,5Q0 barrell! ~perl.ll nil purchlLllCd in December
for cxport have not boon cleared at the New York clJstom-honse.

Tu" home (lOnllull;Iption of ~l'cnn oil in ISb'3 Wa.I! 19,056 l'arrols; of whale oil, 7;,),:100 barrelo, and of whlloleoone,
246,968 pounds. In 1867 it, was 22,986 harrds sperm; 58,8$ bartl.'lls whale oil, awl 181,DOO poulltle whalebone, Mowing
a.de<v'l'tl&lle of 81larnl oil, bnt II; very IIatirl'll.etory inerease of wbale oil au,l whalebone.

'l'lIOStoek of oils and wh&lebouc On hand Jannllry 1, ISG.(j, WQIl 13,000 ba.rralB llperm, 16,700 barr<)l~ whale oil, llnd
LLnd 200,000 pound8 bone, agahlst 8,000 pounds sperm, 33,400 barrels wbale, am.! 274,000 pounds bone same time
1868.

TRADH REYllCW t'OR l86lI.

R~ of the t.lI,\alejieh.ery fO'1' l~.-The yoo;r Ie69 haB. not-\,l'roved a aatisJa(lt0t'S' one to 1.008" en~aged in the wh.oJ.e
fi_sher)'. It opened with good priMs for oils and bon<', which woro we]l snBtahu:~d through tho surnmtlf. since which
t1m~, owing te increased stoo1l:s, depression in business eycl'rwbue, caused by the New York gold pauie in September,
and the fa.vorll.blc news from tho Arctic Ocmlll, tll"rO hus beBn & general d"elin ..' to pr88(.'ut quotations 'If $1.55 for
~!,erw, 70 cents for hnmpblWk, 85 cents for A.rctic oil, and 1:l5 centli, gold, :fill' Arctic hOll'l, e~u&l to about $1 (lurreney,
liJO decliue fOl"tbo year being about \l5 pill' Clln'. During the 6t1mmer about' jt,'.,OOO barrell! It'fiu('d Ileal oil were
Huported from the provinees aud 1m:>Ught h,~ro by our mannfacturers, thereb~' diaI,lacing fl'OJn consumption au "''ltH11
'lllll;ntltyof whale oil, whioh lB now held ]IY ow: imporwrll, and whicb jl,Ceo'Hlt« f(lI' tb" exe"llfI of the present. Btoek
o\'.er that of a year ago. The Ileal oil, which is of iuft'rior cousistBncy to whale, is said io !lilY", been largel~.- mised
wllh wLale and laro oils, thereby prejuuicing tho replltaMon of pnre whale and lArd olia. The increllJl{}u imllOrt of
wh~e oil in 1"'69 ovax 1868 W/IoB mainly owing to the ~n<ling home frorn th\\ 8/1lHtwich Ialllud!l of oil caught In the
;reVIO!l8 years, only about 3,000 barrols having lo8an carried north by the :fleet in 1869, ngainst 14,000 ban-ds in 1868.
fh" generalJ..y unprofitable reaulta of VGyageB terminated dnring the year, conpled with the low prk.ea now mling,
are not (ll.vorab~ to tlMlln:i3¥oent tltUug It!: thll 'l'i3i1lll>lil ill. port whitlll ooll$l;ituttl OVIl'r Q1l.~!!i:!lth Qf our !!mall fleet.

Oftbe onebnndred and two whalers that have arrived during the year. only about, one quarter mlloy be aaid to
have made proiitab:le return8; even thorle, at pI'8lietlt pricea, wonld barely have 5IJ;ved their owners fmIn a 10lllJ.

The new year opllli8With another rOO\lction 111 the tleet, botb In number of veBBelll aud tonnage. The whole
1Illlllller of~nv~ etl.gaged 'ill. tbb whalefi~ J-anne.:ry 1, 1810, is 218 Ilhipa and harks, lol2 brigll, 81 BchooU6l'11,
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wit,b 73,137 tonB, fl.g':liuBt 2'!:\ ~hij!~ nnd l,ark" 25 l.>ri).;~, 8" Bchoon{'oT~, with 74,[,HI tons 8ame timf> ill 1869, showing a
dm;realif> of 1;; nw,,;],~ ,ma. 1,:1&· ton~, "';]y 2;' of which /:mw!l uut of n'meMlnf"",,,nt,. AB ahl>wing the f\xtraordinllry
fulling off in ton ~··e:l r~. '""e g:-j ve tlit" flO no ~~ iug f.gu reB ~
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'l'hi~ i~ an l1)lP~INlt i1iU'c'T"l"'C of 10:1,70" ton~, but """ug t,f) lO"H by f1lmell'ltlremoul, the ad"..l lOH~ in 'tonnage i~

:.l:'l,09f. t'-'tJ~; "howing in j,h,.' t;)Jl .\'<'ar, a ,!",)re!l'e of ;" \wr <::-ellt.. \\"" pre.ticl'. a furth<'r d('d~1Ction in HH~ fleet, the
piwrent 5""aI', ilflJ,'~S I'ri<'t'~ ""'kriaJly impro...1'_ Ai prHfif'ut tlwre nrlJ "iJ;llt wl>iJJpJ".~ at- thi;J port for ""le, Il.l.ld n larg..
nmnl)llr of knhoonl'r~ at, PrOViUl'il1<IWIl aud other 1,nrt,R.

The Atlanl,j,-, fikhery, lake!l !Lk a wllOle-, vraR l.ogk Rncc-e-k~f,,] th",n iu form"r -yean.. , thn (tY6nlge c;ltch heing 1:< .11er

cellt. lekk than for three y~;o.r8 pnwiou~, while the uJ.a'tance.k of g"o(t(! clltch68 ns,,,o heel< largd," re<!,1eca.
We give below a ~t...u,m"n't of the Atlrlntic sl','rm ii.h"ry for th" t'Wlt, fOlU yeark'

'-·~--i

.:N mOher of I T"t~J ....tcb,
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I,i ;1';,7 '.::_:..:..-.. :. :. :..::_ -.: -.: -.. :.- -_' -.:: :.: -.' -.:: :.' :".::.' ii! !:5~a ~;: ~~ I ~!~
'-_':~~__~. ._-_,__~__ ___,_~~'~~J_ ....~~~..

About on{'-f,)1lrth of the catch -wlU! taken in Ih~ South AUflntic,
The tIeet t,o Clmil«' in tlw :KOJih and Bouth Atlanti,~ will not. probltl,ly eXill\ed one hundred and twenty-five veB~l)I~,

nga;mlt, an 11VN"!Oge of tb.tfl" yillli'S I,revi()u,,),Y of one, 11llnrlrc;1 amI fifty-f()ur VOO~se-l8; this being brOllg:ht ahollt by the
reduced IlVeraJ.\"~ catch and l'l,docerl pric~~, and j~ chietly shown in ihe Provin~,e-Iowufle"t, wbtlre lic'\'tn 1,a'l"" alrelld;y
b"l'.n withdra.....n and Ilftof\<ln ot-heI'll arc In pori. tllere, a nuu,bet' of whicb it, i~ conlellll'llltnd withdrawing,

Th;> J"diRrI ON';o!} , N,,\~· Ht>llMl;I, a"a Sol".;) ~ gI"mil}f]iI 1m·v" heN' villitf'd l,y the ll1Ulal nnmhllJ" of ve.aaI'Js, lmt.
onl)' a few ha,Vl'J be<~n mOte than T,\oderatdy sHc'.cf>88fI11.

The PlLdJIc tltmt bl\.fl been well <1istributed on NeVI" 7,f'alalHl fwd the We-st. Coast, but hs 8 not 1Iel:n as successful }l~

{or a few Y~!U'I'I past; 'I()]'l" lIave Gone 'Well hut tIle a ,",'raw" 11'1~ heen mor!er"t(l. Fire of thtt ]o,'e I'V Z,~alll'ud ile<3t chaDW~
th",ir crnl~jng p;mnn<lE au,l W.,ot bUlllphac1dng. a])(1 werc "lH:c<'68ful in taking an average of 750 barrel8. A single
veead, the lJark Cn,minlL, 1m" hcoou crlli~ing ,m tbo uld Jap!l.n gl"Onnd with fair snCCMk_

The Nortu Par.ific tl"",t. of 1%11 oompriH"ij forty-fonr AllWl1Can and eix fO'r'Jign ships, fifty in all, the nmnl,ef
Iinticll'tl.ted in out' 1Jl,.~t I"t!dn IV, IlgRinRt iii xty"d 1.'111 yeRs'.'h ill lSG8. OW-lug tn the llCarcity of w hll,lel! in t,]le Arctio ea.rly
in tho sea-wn, many gav", tlHlir llttent.ion. to tht' ('aptnring: of walrus, !l>Dd about 4,{)(\() baI"TCls of oil were taken from
tbllm, and, as [n th" pre'l'iolll! year, it WfI.II not Hutii lat(; in ,A.U1{1l8t t}UI.~ the wbalel\ were found in nbunclllnce at Point
DalTOw, wbertl all I'fellent got good far"" of oil, fh,' oply \\A-ffilJr tllereto l)",iug t,lU) extr~tne cold. The catch was large
for the smaU fleet flllgllgeJ, and gll.,'e un av.'rsg:e 001[10 hnrrels oil 3m1 14,000 ])OUlH1.. bODe, Tbf> fallilhort in bone is
ov;ing to the wlilTIUI oil (which 1l3ok JlO hon() with it) lwi.llg inellld,~,1 in tho whalo. On1.1' one-vessel wpnt to Briatol
Bay, whel:6 she got [)OO barffls wl.l!>le oiJ aud 2,000 poun.lillooue, Rnd but t:lix to the Och'ltek Sea, when'> whalOlI WN'"

seaxee" th~ entiN cat-ch being 2,57r, 1,(l,rTel~ oil H,H.-I :JI/!{lO pound~ bone, the Iln'l'll,ge baing s11]u,ller than for many I'l'''
vions yeanl. The bark Eagle, of N~w Bedford, wa~ totitlly lo~t in the Ar<ltic in s..pt<\mber, ha~ing takoll 1,000 ba1'f'els
oil and 2[',000 pounds boot', the (Jnly !leriOUB ,llllJl.ster to the tle\,t, Fllr a. numller of yearn thc coallt whRling has blleu
Dtlg]t'()ted, but It 13 c.xPlJl)ted t,hat· Bl'veral whalen will thilJ winter "iRit the lmylt t,here, which in former yearllbay()
ftltllillhoo good wha.ling. The eutiro tleet vigitoo the Sandwich IBla.n~l" la~t, fall, e:ttept the Florida, which belonglt
at !:Jan }':ranciltco. In this connection we wotllfl invit" ,~ttention to the following art-ic1" {fUm the Sa.n Frant:isco
Dommeroial Her...ld,

" Of the IiiI'&", whal inA: fieet cngaKed in tlle Oonot..k a ntl Arctic SNlIl, hut Ii !lingle one Vigited thiB port ls.!It yellr,
aU the rel'lt hllVill~ I"<-'Odczvoosed !tt t,be Hawaiillll IIl1lln(Is, A good many or them found falllt with the treatment
accorded 1Jy the AIDerica.n eOHalll, aUG exprel!&'d a determination to come here next ~aBon. At, lea>lt twent,y-l't.ve will
adopt that courlWl, and it wonld he e:\0(H} policr tn pllSlj 80mI' Mrlngenl law by which the coutractl! made with their
crewe could he enforcl"d. Tho FloridlL ill t.he onl~' v<.l81'lfll that entered the harbor from the PQ}ar Seall. Bel' oil 1!Old at
11 high flgllN\, lilly 65 "" 7"0 eenta. The hone WIL8 forwlf,rdm1 hy rail to New York at flo merely nowinal hte, lI&y 3.
cents per pound. curreney. It ill said by retuTlJ\;d wha!elOlln who paB!\('A1 throngh this city fur New Bedford overland,
in December IMt, that a. conllidCl"a.blfl nl\moor of thfl whaling lletlt will in futtlTe resort to thillhlirbor fQl" 8U\1pl~ &c.,
p~tiul{, aa it dOfl5, advant,a~ of mark<>t~ Ilhd hOlJl~ 4dvic~bl toelegraph, bel'lide8 JnOpetll-T,f enhllollgell "ndfltO-iU·
~ll.8 thll,t ll,re not WJewhelfl,&t@inable." .
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The Cumberland and Hud~oll Bay fishery was very UL1M1.li~faf,tOJ·Y,1m! "1)1\ fail' catcb having beon made of 650
Larrelil, aftor au ab~onC6of nearly j,ighteon mOIltb~. Of thtl tiil[ y","""l~ wintering t,Ler", fi ..., are ownt>d at New
Londau, the other at thi~ port. Th" LTi::; Oxford, u( Fairhaven, Wl,,,, t,ota.lly JOBt ill the inlet, and the baJ:k 0,1<1 }'ellow,
of Naw Loudon, on bel' I'ati~age tu tIL" inlet.

The D06olatiou sea-oleph:lllt lil;lu.Jry lIal1 beom ijatibfactory to tl,otitl W h" bav~ punmed j t, it t,eing a specialty at
New LOIlUOll.

The Tribtan, CrO~')tt"b, and Detww.tiou grouud." wet" vi.ited b~ &0""1'801 of our wll.Il.l''i1'l la"t wim;er, whero they
found fow whalob and Lad wo"ther, a1Jd iu t,wo installo<ce only Wf're 1;0<)(1 catehe" ma<!o.

Th" ill"'t the presenl, ~'ear will bo (libtrl[lnt,l)(l about a& f"llow~, In Ih" 1\orth and SontlJ Athntic, 125 vessels;
Indiall Ocean, 41 v"~flel~, ll.nd Paeitic Oc"an, 6:, VeEif'dH, malnn~ t:n ve.~m_'ls, whiclJ ar(\ clJi.'11y SPf.\TlIl whaling. In
Hu<l~oll Dayalld Cumb"rlallol IuJ"I, (i VCkt;J.1JS; Oil D'·~"I:,\.ioll, E'it'pllnlltillg", Vf-BHl'lH; aud ill tlw North l'acific,44
AJ.nbricall and 1 ioroigll ve>;t;"lil, a total of 62 v,,~ad~, exelu"iv~ly ril;!Jt wha ling. Then' art' 1:l v"Oibd~ outward bound,
lilld. 11 bi)meWM,1 l>tllmd: llll(1 "f t11,., llmll\"'~ til go 1,orlh 1.1l\' t.nmiug Sl,9<\(m, 1~ ""1'I-,el" will 1m on t1:." I<mrth, frfth,
llJld sixth seawtl., llIll UUl1Sn::.l lllll"h~r, io""ldng;]. brg"r OlHby th:l<l if lit,t.eol :lot hOlll" porl,~.

The year op"IIed witil II- gw,d oIt'mand for sporm oil at $1. 76, lind ro~~ \Je[or" thr. do,;,) of JaIluary to $2, amI the
market continued steally into ,hl1ltJ, Wh~ll t,ht, l,riell grndll'lll;r reoeded to ~1.75, afl.<Jr 'Which ther" WlW a ~tcady decline
to th,~ close of tho year, ~al<lH b"ing lwulo at. $J .ll[, pe-r galion.

\Vhal" oil 0l,ene,] at $1 pet" gnllon, llud rapidl~' rog" to $1.2u, when, tll'(1) tbc ~prinl! urri VitI.. with a l:ugo lIupply,
tu/;' price gl':Mlnaliy recel!<I,1 t,} $1 and $1.0;" for llorthcrn, at which pric" it coutinued "tendy until the f[l,11 montha,
Wh"ll it fnrthflr recede,l t<:> ~5 'ii! ;to N'l!t~, which weN) tbo ruling jlrit:-o~ lOt t-ll" d0~e.

\\'haleoone 0pollcd at 75 c"nt~, gold, for new, and 80 C,~utH, gold, for old, Ant.ic, with conBiderable ......166, IloUd
promptly a.dvan~,e<l from 85 ~.clJts to $1, gold, ,,=I~' in March. Dill·iug tho ~Ulllu"ermouth;, the marlwt. remaiueu IIte.w.y,
lOt about $1.30, CnITWflY, nlltil Oetoht!r, whou sales were mlldc :ott $t, gold, for Ardie, and e:J rdJ B3 t~U18, gold, for
~outh Sea, Siur,i'l tht'n then· has llcen a gflllOral uecliue, ,,1<lKi ul; :1.t 8rl lJen~6, gOld, for Arctic, and 75 c",nt~, gold, for
Soutb 8ou,.

The English review of their oil market fL,r 186!J i~ encour..gill),;, lOa it forebhiHlowb" g'KJ<! demand {or our ataple9.
At the commetlC<lrllont. of tl,,; ~'ea,r tbe stQ"k of "l,erm oil w ..s ",:WO b:o.rrol., and tlu;r<; WlI.I! iu trall.it frou\ thill side
10,000 barrels, whereas at. the uplmitlg of Lhi,!; yea-r their ,!;tulJk Wah bul, !:i,UtJ() },uttel. alld not.hing going forw:l.l'd. The
import into London in 1f:l63 Wa<! 7,200 l'acrel~ frou, thr, culonieH and 2;"i)OO lJarrdH fl'O!tl t,ll.' Dlli t6tl S!at",~, 1Io total of
:.\'2,100 burrels, all of which was cltlllJ.'eu for cOU~llmption f>XOi'l'[,ing ;-ou hll,rreiH. Tho; information mceiv<.,d here from
their colonies 808 "I'ell as the Taleahu..no fieet, (ftom which tlley hav" drawn cOllei<.Jer",LJe eUl'l'Jy) lead US to believ(l
j,hat their inllrel1SCd flnppl~' for the 1'''''. two yearH of colonial oil e;Ulont, b", I"l'li",ti n['Oll for the futnre. About 4,500
barrels Whale oil were impol'Wl during the yeltr, amI the m,uket, clo.e;! very Jlrm at £39 td! £4H p",r tnu, ~'!ith but
)ittl" romaininll; in firet hand"" We think w() cltn ~afely autidpate & goou. demaIJ(l for aperm oil the l'1'eIleut :y~al'.

The irnI'orts in 1869 were 47,001, blllTuls "perm, 1'05,011 harrel!!! whale oil, and tJO:l,ti03 pound" hone, agaiuet 47,174
bal1'(JJa sl,,,,rlll, &>,575 ba.rrels whllol() oil, aud 900,I:ll',O l'ounM bono in Id6d, showing 10 llla-rke,] iuotea;;e in whale oil,
owing to the 8<lDding home af oil ta.ken ill previous yeal"l<, but a deOl'eaae in whalebotle of abotlt one-thiru,

The e:J::porta in t869 were 18,645 b:u-r"le IIperm, :\B4~ b:a.rrele whalo nil, aIld 311,605 llOllnUIl bone, against 18,619
baITtlLi sperm, 9,i:l85 barrele whale oil, and 701,88'"2 ptlOlnde bone in 18&S, sho""in~ a large decroa~e in W!:tall; oil and
Wh:!.le%Ub.

The home consumption of IIpeI'm oil in 1869 wab 17,239 banoel6, of 'IdlaJe oil ti6,2J6 blOrTCle, lOud of whalebone
197,098 pounds, when in 1868 it.",..ao 19,1){,(j bllrrole IIp,,rm, 7jl,3ll0 i>arrel~ whale oil, and 24G,%il poundB wh:olebon6.
'Ihs deerell.8e in the consumpt.ion of whale oil WWl conseque:ut uj}On the l.aI'g" import (wd con;;1lllJl'tion) o( seal oil,
whioh we have rt\IIo!IOU to believe will IIot he 1'epeattld.

Thlllltl>Ok of OillUld wbJ.ebonll on hand Jannary 1, Itl70, Willi Il5,OW burolti IIp''rm, .1,~ blilTllls ww.le oil, &lid
294,900 ponn~ whalebone, agaillJlt 13,000 barreia IIpern., 16,:tlO b&rrellO ....hKle olI, and 200,000 ponndlO whaJeoone earns
tlme in 1869. . -

TRADIC RE VIEW FOR 1870.

. limew of Ike whale fi<1h«y for 1870.-The year 1870, Iik~ it~ I'rl'decelllID:r, has bl'en one of poor 1'1'ltnrne to tboee engaged
'In the. Whale lishery, The l'riCl'l~ for our f;tilop16fl, wblllb at the op"ning- weru con~id.~r,-,Il unremunerat,\ve, awlldl1y
ll~lined throughout the y&lor, OIOllillg at the lowest ql101:ati<lll8 of aUf ~·"",r "luo(l Hl6J. Thl\ iledine ill "penn oil WQ.<l

"WIDg to the limited COll8UlJlp Hon of the artiClle, together with a la,rge .tock on hand at the heghming of the year, and
t.he une:t:pe.cted large import, beiug a1>out 10,000 haITeJs in exce<IlI ol'th" Hstimllote for the year, while whalc oil aui! whale
l:(me were 8imilarly &1feeted by the iutrodut>f,ion largely of Cl)trou-lIt,,,d oil, lind ,-, dOKerl foreign 11114rkot, MUlled by the
But~peanwar, W Which we exr0rtllU'gely, espeoially of bono. ""e notef.hat while tlHlimportatioll of !!Cal oil haa bflen
re/.rloted. by a higher tarl1f, that eott-ou-86ed eil hn.s stilpped Into its place, and r1Aimll its altare of consllmpl,ion, wllicb
:a by no meaolllimited, 75,000 blLl76h, it is eatiroated, having heen lllarketeu the prcstlnt yeat. But few of tho returned
whal6l'll made proGtlloble voyages, wherea"s moilt of the vOylilgCll wer,\ uuremuneratiYIl, aud many verj- mut>h 80.

B6llAnB8 of the poor l"eI:Iu1tll and low prtoo., eomlJined with tho high !)Ollt of OUtfitll, ma.n~- w"re deterred from fitting
out their ship!! again, and the :lI.oot at home 'Port&. QU the tlE>W year was lw:gely ill e};6<l>1~ of former yean. Om mer
e~t.dGIl.QtlOOk ~ponth" i'a$ureof whaling with eJleo.uragement, and !lOOm djij!"or;(l,l to distrust It a8 to its poou
nl~ roa.ute, tD.dllC&d mote by 6J(tranooUll ea11ll6ll than inherent, ha.ving to add to the list of competitors lard,p~
laum, aJad -.1 oil, thIIt of cotton-aeed oil, 8&id by 1tlI advooaLes to be but in ilill infancy.
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The deelin'\ in tile nUlllber of tlJ<; 11et't foreRbadowed ll, year ago h&8 heen fe.al ited, and we have !lot only a srnaller
nnm'\mr now engagml, hut "ft.hat ~lIlan numher fully on0-f"urth an:> at, honw ports.

'I'h!) Ar.ta.utic nsh ...r~' Las furnished les8 spenn oil t.han in former ~-e;l.rs, cbidly owing to the lltrlllJ.l number prose
cuting thfl 1,usineSfl there, though. as ill fOfnwr ~'ellJ.·H, some good faTes were tll.ken.. six v"Bllel..~in the North Atlantic
having aVllraged ;fjO barr~le. The 1l<w1. to cruisfl tbl,lIe th" pr<lscnt year will boo much rotlueed frout that of last yea.r,
aUll will pn,bubly not eltc<;ed one hundn.d yell-Rels.

Tho whol,' number of American YeMelll engaged in the fiBbery Januarl,' 1, 1871, ie 216 shillS and barks, 18 brigs, 54
echmmere, with 69,372 tons, ngainst 218 ~lJ;p~ lind barks, 22 brig~, 81 abotlners, with 73,1:17 tons same time in 1870,
showing tIl!> large d0cn,aRC for the past year of;l::\ vtlllecls, with :1,7t;:; tons, whicll proce.,dlI from the withdrawal of
veBS<'ls frullll'lowburypoI't, \Vel1fleet., Groton, find larg"ly from Pr\H"it,,~etown, the entire /ket at the lattex port being
27 ve8gels against 49 a yeat ago, and of that number it is thought 7 will not lie fitWd.

\Vo fear that a contillllatioll of the present low price~ for our sta,pleB will detor our marchanttl from fitting many
of the whaleI'!> lu port and to arrive, by which tb" vellAels disongnged throughout the ~'ear will ~ larger than for
lDany yearB THI.St.

On th.., "ariouB »perm-whaling groundl! the eases of marked sueee!;!! in 1870 were few. Wbales woTe very 8llarD6
up')n the groundB around :New ZellJa.nd, which h:1ye been more largely vil!ited the pMt year becallile of the pI'(;vions
marked ,HJeCe&l there. Many of the sperm whaler" Visited tho several right-whaling and hllUlphack f,>ToundH, and met
with g"od SUCC\;SB, ilion' particularl~y in hUlUl,\Jacking. The Tristall and Crozet-tes grounds wert> l,nor, witl' heavy
woathel', tho beat cut tIeing 780 barrcl~ on Croz"twl;I, whiI" the average was not probahly over 250 burrell'.

Thl' North Pacific fl<",t of 1370 COIli<u.t"d of forty-eight American and ten fordgn vesBels, of which two American,
thl' HIbernia alul Almira, and olle forei;,rn, tho Japan, of Sidney, New South ,,\Vhnlcs, \vera totally lost, the latter sup
Jl(la~d, with all her officers and crew, in the Arctic. M in the two years previoUII, tho whaling wal! dOlle in Augnst and
September, au,l the aWrage cafuh 'I"JUllargor than fiJI' ltl:l;ny ycars_ 'Vhales were smaii but very numerous, and it u
8aid wllre never llIore o.but:lrlant. The catch of wahus oil was very large, lIcing nell.rly 10,000 baITem.

But one wha.ler visited the OohotMk Sea, til\! MOlltio\!llo, and took 200 barre18, and Bristol Bay, the George, and
took 400 barrel~.

Coa~t whaiing Beeme to have been a.bandoned. Ton whIol'll visited San Francisco, tho balance ofthe fleet going to
Honolulu. A now featnre iu the tranBl'hipment of bone ill that of sendinj; it "acrollll the cQntinent" by rail, direct to
New Bedtord, at the small cost of 2 cent<> per pound, ourrency.

At Honolnlu three {or,;,ign right whalers have booll withdrawn, the busin_ not proving remnnerntive, but in
San f'ranciElCo there is & corre.llponding inct'fJase, and a disposition manifeettld to exwnd further in thiB braueh of
whaJing.

Th.. Hudl!on B~y and Cumberland Inlet fishery waR fair, the Milwood dGing- the best, h\l.ving come out with
1,000 barrelll, Tho schooner Qui-::kstep, of New London, is supposed to ba,ve boon lost In coming out, with all on
baaed.

The fleet ie now distributed about as follows: North and South Atlantic, 51 veSE\ele; Indiall Ocean, 41 v-:Ie;
Fooific Ocean, 6:i vf'R.'lell1, princlilfllly sperHl whaling; Hnd80n Bay and Cumberland 1lJlet, 5 vessels; the remaining
f,l vCllIl<Jls comprioo the North Pacitic fleet,;; of Which are ont,ward and 20 hOlli\!waro bOUIHI. The North Pacific fleet
f<>r 1$71 will cOInflrlM ahoCit 40 kllipti of all w~tiunaliti~. Tli<l tam} TI Ulll 001' at" vesseliS' (lOW at sea f6l!13.

The eXlmrt of speno oil t" foreign countries fn It!70 W!Ls 2'J,773 ba.rr<'-1_~, mostly to London, nglliust 18,645 banels
in 181m, !!howilllJ: an illerellile of 4,325 barrllle; lout the stock on hand at LOndon, lst instant, was 200 tonI! in exooss of
the prev;"u!! year. Th<l f('roign conslllllpt.ion of thi6 arLiclc has not increased UDder low prices, ai'! wall anticipated,
which it WDulil lWalJl ff'j),~ owing to the Europa..n WIil', cal1sing a llll'gc fallitlg off in tIlt) demand for manuf8./Jturod
gl,o(l~, but whicb we think flll earl~' peaCH will rtll!t-ore. The borne demand I'M materiall~' increased, and we think will
be maintained llIld~r "ru~ent prices.

1'he yO!l.r oI,en<ld witl' 61'cr01 oil a.t $1.[;0 0) 81.5", and ~Hl... ance<l in FcbrUl~ry to $1.60, -when, becoming in larjto
IlUpply, it 1lt~&di1.r dec]iwlI] througbout the fN'il: to $1.20, olOlling at $1.23 @ $1.!J5.

Whal" <>;1 ol,ened Ilt 70 @ 72i cents, a.mI adTllne-ed to 80 cents iu Fobrllllry, and iu July tbt! priCll had doollned to
67 tiiJ G8 !lent.B, wben it again IIod,'s,uced to 10 cents in Angust, after which it gradnally decliDed to 65 cents, which W86

the nominal prico at the clo!K\.
Wbale-bone was in gOOfI demand early in tlJe year at t'.5 ceuts per pound, gold, fill' Arctic, WllllD in Mayaud JUDe

large sales WHO ma(le!lot 80 cents, gold, u.nd since J111~, when war W&8 declared tn Europo, tho price has gradually
deoliued to 65 cent,. per pound, gold, the decline In prieCl a.nd demand being cOll.equent llpon the two 11U'ge~d only
consumerll, Fra.nco Ilnd Germany, being at wor. The export to July 18, wben the war l>rokeont, WlUI 2B5,lIOO
pound.s, b~ing near]X N! nal to tJll" entire pnwi OUlI yf'llr, and hilt lor tbis intcrrn~tio1J we should h.lt~·e prob.!l-bly had a
large Increas~d fOl'cign demand, ltod 'WOn after tho decltua,ti"n of peace we BI,all expect to we the foreign dea-leTll in
oile IlDd bOllO turning their atteution to OUT sta{11ell Ill. tb'1 a.ttractively low prlcee ruling here.

The imports in 1870 Were iXi,l83 barrels sperm, 72,filll harrelll wha.le oil, llnd 108,365 pounds bone, again8t 47,936
barrellJ sperm, 85,011 barre]s wlla,]e 011, and 603,1J0:J pounds bone in 1l:l(l9, showing a large increase in 8Jltlrm oil and
wbaleboOB, but a lsl'f"/l deerea/l<l ill whale oil. Of the lmpurte of iba.lll oil, 4,013 harxefu, Mid of wltaleoooet 66,000
pounds, were tbe catch of San Fnmoisco V_Ill.

Thll export in 18iO WfIlI 2i,773 barrels sperm, 9,8'l2 baJ:re1ll whale oil, and 347,918 ponndll. bone, again8t 18,645
b3oml1ll sperm, 3,842 barmu, whale oll, and 311,005. ponnds bono in 1869, Rhowwk all iD.~in e"h arlio1(1: .
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Tho llomll consumpt.ion of sl,enn oil ill IB;I} Wlb :!i>,J:iU j,'trrdt'l 1.. ,,1 of wl.,,~lp. oil G4,B12 barrds, and of whalllbone
2i!6,947 poanda, when in 1.869 it WlI,£; 17,2:19 barrlllll sperm, fm,:!:16 barrcl~ wllo.le oil, awl HJ7,09i:; pounds uone, sLowing
a gratifying i.ncreallll the past yll'~r,

The stock of oil ..nd bone on barnl .Jannat'}' 1, 1871, WIll; 26,6.'">0 harn'l .. sperIll, 3(;,000 barrels whaltl oil, and
400,000 pounds b"lIP, exclnsive of a,;;.o barroh wbal" oil anll27",01l p'mnth lJlll\ll h,,Jd iu San Fr"Il"i~co, agaiIl~t

25,052 barrel.lJ sperm, 41,63'3 barrels w hale oil, and ~J4,OOO pouIld.... bon", flatne tim" ill 1870.

TRADE REVIEW FOlt 11m..

Rev/NC cf thp whal~.fi~I'eryf(#" 187L-W" ]llIsew rceoJ'(I. ",u<>tlwr yoar of poor ~neCe<l" in t.he wblllp fi..hery, both ll@

eOn('erns oil taklln and pecuIliar~' resnl1.• , vnly abollt, t.,wpntySour vN.",-,I~ OUl· of ninety-on" retnnw,l having met ""ith
1<<10<1 succeM in taking oil, and ~'\llor(lely Hm of tile whole fl"et baviug lof" tlleir "Wilen< ",ny gaju~ in tile net. re~ult.", of
t.bo voyages tenniuated ; tbe avera)l;tJ low prices rulirlg for oil and bono for tho til'f;j- ten mOllUI., of the year, wben
most, of our arrival", ocrmned, tending to t.-l, i", re!luH, and thtJ l,.rgl; adV"'WI; brougJlt abollt by the ulmust, totul disaster
to onr Arctic fleet coming too late t-o clll.ugo ",ueh IT-snIt>;. Sperm oil from it. OWII woight.. of 11,'<1.'·y ",totlk on hand at
the opening of thll year, l],ull the frcquell t. anival. d Ilring the urst Imlf of lhe y(\ar, COIl t.i IlUI·tl t.o ",a~ from $1..10 in
February to $L2'l in July and August, WllJlll, nuder u good fomilo,'I1 dellla-nd and some sp"elllative illquiry, It reacted
in Sl'l'tember and advanced ill Ocwher to $L:ltl, "IHI wit.,L a W"'<! hUllIn d~ma:od, stimulated by en"neou~ "iews of
l'Onanmer", ill the numnfaeturing diat..ri<:ta, lOa to the kinll (If di~a"t"r we h:uhnet wil]l, it. 'l'\'"a~ put np to ~1.CO, Wbl're it
stood at the closing day of the )'''''1'. An imp1'eO\!Oioll gi.in"d crf'd"llce with sumo eouallm"rs ill tl,;~ couIltr~- lind Em'upe
thai- U'1T sJl1'rrn-whale fishery ww< the sut}(,l'''l', awl l1Il' ",baling husinel;fl t;ever"l~' crippled; whl'reas OUr whar\"e~ bad
thir,y ",hiI's lying at them for sale, anrl which th,; Joss of ships in the Arctic s.impi~' made It partial ruark(,t for. With
su gn,at a loss of vesHIlIs, we ha,e wit,b ns for sale at least ten good ships, the owners not fediu/; willing to emha.rk In
IltlW voyages with them.

T1m consumption of Sp"rUI oil has bAen rathor mon~ than la.sty"ar, aay 56,000 uarI'els, of wlJich 22,000 bar]"(l]s wera
exportml to Great Britaio, more than nanal going t,o Glasgow. The Londoll lIlarket received from th(; coloni~800
t.uns, which Wall mom than for eitber of the thl"'1l preceding years. Tbe stock on hand in LOlldon, December 31, was
G30 tulIS, au average of the l<tocks fOr the thrr;e precedin;; years, aDd ~O(J tun~ were also being la~,dell from New York
for relinef'l. The home c('lIImmption In 18n was al,out. 34,000 barrels, against 29,000 barrel" in 1870, .howing the
hUII'fl3ilerl conAumption of 1871 over 187(1 to have heCll in this country.

The import of sperm oil wa~ 8,000 bll;Y'NIls less tha.n was I()()ked for a.t the heginning of l,he yt'ar, whi"h ill due
rather t.o t.he poor whaling, and not to delay of the whalers <lut in retul'lling houle. Wo have ... mnch 8111all"r stock
1b"n for 1871 to open thl! year wit,h, say 14,<.i00 barrels, and clin hard1)- 1l1l)ect us brg(; au iIlll",rl in 1.~2 llil iu 1.~1, M

[,he fioot., is much amaller, and mnst ,,0 l'ellla;lI for the preHeut-, while ""rue fcw 81,ern. whaler>< nmy go to lhe Anltic
Ocean aud Knme whalen here may be Bent to tbe s.1,me place this year. With the low Ill' ice. Mlling in lHiI for lard,
eotloOn-~eNI, lIond petroIllum OilA, It would seem that sperm oil has itll own plue<' to fill ,.,t a fair price, n'gardle"" of
~\lhstitUle~,and hntter Sllceess ill finding ,perm oil would no douht enemlrage Aome (lwuers of .... elillels to fll. them again
at l'reaent prices. TIIC IIperm oil on uou.rd of whalers, already caoght, Is ab01lt :l3,OOO "barrels, 9,g"inst 36,000 barrels
rhe ytlar pre,"ioull.

There will 00 an increase in Proviucetown wha.lefrl JIUed this spring, ~everal of them havinp; been temporarll,
engaged in the coasting llOsiness.

The del!trnetion of tbirty·throo Areti" wha.lcl'S out of fort.~, crni5ing in the Arctic in 1871 wjJ] work a ne'W
experience to us In the way of importation in 187'.1, a~ ]>llt two Arctic whalerA will arrive tbis ycar, the ship" Daniel
l,V,~bst.er !.lere, and Europa a.t Edgartowl>, and the arrival of Arct,il' oil will be only abont 2,::100 Larrelo. We can
bllrdly hope to inlport more than 30,000 barrelll whalc oil from all '1Uluter~ in 1872, wbklJ would ouly give a lluPl,ly
ofOO,ooo barrels for the year, ll-gll.inst 110,000 in 11'111. . '1'hc markl't will h6 .,j.:ared l",fore nuothel' illlport of Amtic
nil can b" caught,' ulI]e&~ thl' extmum view~ of boldcrs mll>~' ].",,1 to /h" imTIlll'!at,ioll of sea] oil to be caughl, this
~prillg, anll a .mpply of cotton-seed nil, whkh IIhall ma.ke ull for our !:u'ge defieidU:;r, Sirlco til!) new" wn~ received of
tbe Arctic dL.aot",r we have f1.tt<m and sent t·1l tbe Aret,ie ~ix ",hi)J~, amI ()JOf) fwm Ne'" Loudon, of which fOllr were
r"l'm"rly 5perm wha],.'l"e, Of tlw el,'ven whalen fitted anll which sailed fM' H](' Arctie Ill'''\' i Oll~ t.o tbl' news of Hle
I,,~s, five were ~perm whalers j three kpcrm whalers have be"n ordered t,o (]l1.' Ard.k f1'om ~llcnn"wbale groulJd5. The
Faraway, OWllOO iu Sydney, New South Wa.le~, haa 611iled from HOlwlulu, ""lll~r cHrnumud of Captain Ht'rendt't'D,
f01"lllerly oftbt> Mary, of Edgll;rt.own, for tJie Arctic. The fleet of 1872 will ~-')ll)pri~,; Iwelll,~'·si~ veAr>()I~, of whieh only
n,rec Am"ricana and oue Hawaiian wcrn them in HI71. Sau Francisco will prok,l>l,\' hnY" 110 whaier" t-hpre, nnder,
writer~ in San Fl'aneiaco decliniug to insure on thoU!; thoir 1'a",t cXl'erlfHwe seeming to tbt'1lI llllno~t a fata']jt-y, th"y
haVing hllq to pay for eov6r)' A.rctic wha.ler that ha~ heretofore titt"d from that port.

:Wha~" oil bas bean in goml demlWd, both fur home 118<\ and eXI10ri, tllougb th" tn:,rk"t wa~ [l, dl"cl!lJlng one,
fro1ll65 eenta in January to 5O@ 54 Cl.mt.\l in July, and until thfl N,>V('mber l,ew~ uf the .loss of t.hc Arclie whal,-.rs,
When th(l market waa entirely demorHolized, luore from iusm'ance Blld other '1ne~tjoIl,~ lu;udjn~ ~"Jllt;(ln than any
other pN!Msi"ng want to buy or anxiety to fil611 at. the advllflee. ""hen th ... e.xcit.emNl\ W3R allaY",1 ••.alM worn ma,de
oJf al'(l!.lo II-t 75 @ 80 CI'lntM, whioh Ie the ou~t prk'6. The cOllBumpHou ha5 equal<:d tht> pf'(>viou~ yonr, 64,00Q

barrelrl be-ing naed here, a.nd 18,000 blirrel8 exported to F'Joallce,
Seal. oi1·~ not iuoorfered with WI during the' year, onl1" one ~argo Am,rrielln rnteb cotning to this eountr!,

Cotton_leed. oil blOB been in th~ market, but the lowptioe8 havo unquest.iona t>ly dlseOlrrageu the IDlI.IIufactorel'8 of it,
With 8imUar ftlSnlte hi tl"mexperience all by our whaling (lwnel'll.
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Whalebone hBll continued in good demand during the 3'''111', although at low prices, the priC6J> rangiug (rom 1m
cents, gold, early in t.hrJ year, to 7i1 ctmte, gold, in Octob"r, when th" tun mont·h~' Imlee having more than aggregated
our importa, aud the diell.!ltrou8 Arctie newl< having como t,) lHtll,l, holders hnin~ f<\w in number, put their prices to
82 per pound. Salee were made of South Sea at $1.70 ILnd Arctic at $1.75 @ $1.S5, and th.. year closed with a. I<t-ollk of
ImO,OOO pounds, !leld at $UKl @ fJ. There cau be 110 import of hone in 1672 except of South 6"110 and ClUllberland,
and poesioly an early aITh-at of Arctic, all uneao)!;ht, ll<l yet.

There hae been a largli' rNluction ill our smull whalh,g fleet, and of the thirty-four vll8ilem now in port half lU'6 for
eale, anu IWUIe to amVe will probal,jy change hande before lllling tltted aga.in. Could pre!>ilnt prioe~ be MSllred for three
yN>l'll to COUll' lll'obably nearly every vet;SeL wouill go to ~(Ja, bat whh the uncertainty in prices, partl~· from substi·
tlltoo lUlU low I>rioe~ of th\>l1l, only good pdc"'" can he hoped for aud not counted upon, There were no whalers in
Ochott<k Sea or on Kodiao last eeason. The Art,tio fleet had dOll<l well lIP to the time of thdr having l.>etInloat;
whalell were plenty and the prosJlects good for a lar;:-e aV<Jragc, Tile oil "haudolllld with the ahip, was al>ol~t 12,000
barrel" anu al,out 100,(01) l)ounde of hone. The natives were at work ow..ving t11<\ hone whell la.st 8eell, ancl it
ill eXIHld.<Ju that b~' trading: with them thIi.t at 10:l-"t 50,IJOO ponnile may he got Ilf them within three years. It is not
impfObahlll that flOwe of the ~hip8 way be found near where a bandoueu, but not at a time llor in such condition ~ to
make it an ohjtll't to sav", them. The ~alvor~ would hardly ";':p'lct to save toore than half to themMlv~ uf the
l.roperty recovered, anii g<.>od whGJing would ofter hot.ter results,

The Atlautie fishery h:<s heen 11 fair oue to the ~llllLll Ullet cruising- tilere. 'fho weath!.'r has bfleD rugged late in t,he
Ilea.eon, The beet I)atoh WIIoS mooe l>y the Commodore Morris, of New lI~liford, 1,200 barrels eperm oil in nilleteen
mODI,he, !)5l} hands this season; othulli lIavu doue well. Til" South Atlanlic fleet have d"no well sperm wll.Q,Jing and
hnmpltacking, Tb" f100t took 3,000 harrels hunJpiJaok oil on the ooast of Africll. The Nautilus, of New Bodford,
took tl()(J bllrrelll, the lJol'si ~,lI.teh.

'The IDllian Ocean and Crozettea lInv" furnlilh<)d lJotbinge::dmordiuary; nor ha\'o the Soo!o Sea and New Holland
I;iven their usual ~hare of oil. The New ZeahuHl fleet has ,lone well sperm whaling-:wtl humphaeking, nearly 5,000
ha.rreb of humpiJaek oil having- l)e"n taken on BrallJpton Shoa18; the Cr"otle, of Kew Bedford, hlloving taken 1,000
barrels. The Wfl,t COII.~t wha.liull; hae l,e6u ouly f .. il' "perm whalillg, whilll in hnlllplJacking SOlll(l goo(} oute have
been made, a.ggregatiug nearl~· &,000 1"J.rroho.. Pan/una Day was alivo with llllmllba.oks in tho aeallOll of thelli, anu one
coast whaler took 1,000 blUT<,la, Margueritta Bay hll;8 not been vi~itod, though in former ~'eare it fnrni~1Jedgreat
attr&ctione to our Arctic fleet hetween ~e&8OUij.

HudBOll Bay lOud Guml>e:rIand Inlet h:le b&rdy sustained itB avm'age, though the Aueel Gihbs, of New Bedford,
returned with 1,3O{I ba.rreh of oil and 2'2,000 l><)nnds of bone-the only gooll ca.tch, a.nll pa.ying ono, and perhaps the
best paying 0'10 of the year ill its perc.mta.go. The ~entcb Grl'onla.nd fulhery was V"'l'J' suoceBBf"l; th"'y report ~ome
catches of2, UOI) b.l>rrel!3 to If veB8t'l-.t<t<JJlJ!lcr.e.

The Desolation voya.ge>; have been a shM..,r with all the other kindA of whaling in having Ieee oil taken and leM
price r"ceiveu tllan ilia own('.r~ found profitable. Thll year in a g('uet",l view out-aid.) tl>(; Ardic disaBtor, which was
unfor~elland une:lqH;)ctoll, haa been fully aB discoumging as any former, and if extremo priees, cuuaed hy our 10811, do
not raiel' up enemioe to our fUtur", interest in snll8titlltea, then we Illa.~· hope fot bettor lIa1s to tbof!6 whose courage
keeps thorn in the W3.y or wLaling beoltuse they LelillYC we ehaJlaoo 8. return of prosperit3' in thie branch of creative
indnstry.

The prOlllptneall with which the Commercial Mutnal Marine and Union Mutual Marine IOJ:jnrance Comp81lies have
had their reeouroee reinforced hy atook notee, the former hl $110,000 and tho h,tter by $300,000, lIhow-~ th~t our pre&
ent -.tid former ow-nen in whaling, who havf> COUIe to the reaoue to relolenish the enormoulIlo9ll6l1 by the Arctic di.ell.8tar,
believe in R fnture of whaling, if not alluxtensivo a<I in the past at least partially 11.8 remunerative.

TR<\.DE In:vmw !'QP. ]8'12.

Btorimv of t11£ whal~.fi~1«n-y JM' IB7'J.-Tllll yea.:r just olo~oo has been hut a oontilluanoe of the former on!} in reenltB.
few prizee and many blanks. With a MmalJ and steadily Ileelilling fleet, we have been unaLle to proportionately gain
in average quantity of oil taken or iu reaching more lIatiafa.etory re<>ulw. 'rho;;,} who hf'lgan the year with the inten
tion of lItllling whah'rH haYe ll6en nothin~ 50 encouraging in the business a~ to indue... them to change their minds,
and though only IlOv('n of th6 fourteen ships then for eale were 1Wl<i during thll year, yet othere !!inee arrived have
beun Bold, and Wfl have now at llOme I>orts /lOme SflVtllltet'Il more good whalellhlpe known to he for sale, their O'lll'D6l6

Dot intt'nding to fit them again. The great 10.." of whaJera in tho Aretio in lo7l haa boon followed by the. IIllOle of
twenty and 1088 of four whalerll in 187'2, exelullive of ships that have ohanged hand8 in the [meineRS, and still we begin
the year 1873 with about l)IHI·thlrd of the wLalerll at home 1'0rl.s for aa,le, or abQllt seventeen out of forty-eight 'V(lM(l1e.
Tbe continued pW'POtl6 to sell whalere after eo great a depletion in little mOI'e than a year shows the jndgment of
toh.- who have long !lnU anoeCllllfully ooun engaged in the L\llIiuess, VIZ, that it hw. become too ha.:o.rdouB,and its
resnlte too uncertain to continne it, when capital ie promised a safer employm.ent and surer reward.8 in enterpriBell
on the land, and in. our own City, where the produots of two large !Jotton mills equal very ne!U'ly the aggregate val1l1:l
of the imperts of t.be fishery yearly. There are thoaf! who think that the Anltin whaling will be given up in .':few
yean OOoaWMl of the ~riIl1attendant on whaling there, whore ice hll.8 to be 6lloountered, with extreme cold and~
Btormll, and from 'whioh e.atIM8 lIhipwreeb and dam.age to hnlls are very common. Thill view ill wntl.nned by tbe
1'eOtt.Il.'lo action of our iwJDnl.noo compalUeB in oharging8 per cent. enra eaeh lI8Moll OIl. whalel'B vilJitinll: 'that ooe&ll., •
• tep wng eo:ntemplattld but DO"I'I'" lol~ tlflO6I8Al'1 by~ il11!llllall.O$ oompanie-.
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The :Beet ata.rt.8 to-dlJ..l' with two hUllIlr()l) :J1J11 JJn''''' l'ea\'el.~ ill Ih" 1"l8JUeH~, ."'-;;;(;IlBt /W'(I lllJ'll1red llnd eig!i1,I)I)u ll,

J(la.r ago and two llundreil amI eigbb~'-eigLt two y"a;r~ ago, I;howillg a U"H~,\\~'J of u:; ller cent.. I'cr llllllum for two
j{:ars l'a:at. An,rthet' :(n~t"Hroelitof 15 l'el' llcut. iu Ij.jl,!" of !lit!]'" <luri!);;: li:l7:l w" thir.k would reconcile ifltoflI"flSt6d

partitll! for thc time to the preoeut llOaditiou of the uu~illess.. Of nine \.1\.....,..,)\1 (&1.H>DUN'll) ail;led to tnt> ikot in IS'::!
a""on had pruvionsl.y been tempor4riJy wltb,ira<fll, lU"l two Wi'rr" lw,u.ght. 1.1.> <',IIgl1g<\ ill 1.11<'1 Santll 8het.lallu whaling
HUll ooitling buslu6U, Which WM ril',ived z.a..t ~"(;ar with owlleider(l.lJ/", profi t. tIl(' ~Id II" l",i l'lg the tinc\lt flu "cal~ known.

The 24 wllRlor~ aold and lo~t reprtlSflllr.el1 :>,19:; Lon~, ",1111.. t1,." !J ",,1.1"00 or" ,.<1,1<.><1 "h"w On 1,) 7i;G tou~. 'l'h{', jh'''l

at ~ea Jaullary 1, 187:1, llUrot'OTll 155 v<l~lWl~. ilgltjJJ~(, Ifli> a year ago, W" h,\.,\ ,~,\Y\,k>~""l ill I BG:~ 571 Y~_S~dA, with n
IOJJ]J[1!;e 01200,28&, averag;ng:l:>O t",...>;; iu lBG~I, 3,), v6~""ls, with a tOll1",!,,) of 103,I4r;, il,tJragillp; 288 tIm"; ill li:l7;\,
~0.1 "o~>wl\l. wHI! l> ton.nage of 47,[l9o, {>vllraging 2Jtj tll1J~. Tt", COlIll"lrison showa a large r<'unGtiolJ ill Hlunullr of
,"""SelA, also a wduction in tlo" avcrage ~i~,,,, of tl", ~hip" clllp1oyell, ':rho:' lar~"6\. Jlc.,;t, IlJ th" '\fl·th~ 0"ean "la_. iu lKJ4,
'~h{\u ;,D2 ~hip~ were tlJere ani! pl'ffi·inN! 1e.l,(If,~ harrel"~ Il'hn.le (til, Itwll"ltgiflg :-!f4 lJarI'eI~. '1'110 lu I,!!;';'" I, 'l'll>ntit:r' ,>I'
",,,~rUl oil \Va", in'1:>orte'l1 ill 1"":1, 103,017 oa,I'rela, ay",raginl; ill prill\' $1.21. TllO large8t quantity of wj"tl" oil ,,- ..~
iml'(U·ted in' I8i)I, a~,4I'l.1 IHureltl, 'werugillg 4;' OOllt". TlJu large~t q nant,i ty of wbale\",uu illlp1Hku Wa~ tt> 1&:':,.
i), 1_,)j2,:100 pouuds, fLveI'.a.gilll;;H ",ellt.~, gt>ld.

Th\\il8 tig;\ne~ ~ervtl t,o ~b.m· ho'W' grt'ltt a (,hango tlw whale tl",hl'ry hAA IlllutJrgou~, fl,t U(llJl e an<1 among CO.KnmerB.
Ollf ",util"tl ilfll'nrt. of Sperm &IHl whalll oil in 187"J waB "bout t:hree-fonrlh", of DlU \lUl'"rt or Bl'N til "n lei;!, ;md am>\1t
""".j"l.JrtJJ of <::>ur iml><'rt ofwl'alc in li!f,1; and onT \mp,->rt of wll\\leJ,,"vl i<11872 W:l.k "bout; llJJ" tWC1jt,}'-"igblh "flhp
;""l',-'rt of ll't,~.

In !W,"'tJ ;reM's tho commrnption ofllpt<rm oil h<t\l reJuced one-half, II.t BQme pric...., toJ,O(lO agniu~t 4r,,1l\)(; banel~.
In wh1l,le it is reduced fh-e-Ili"ths, at 1111 increaBtJU}lrke of 20 p<'>Y ellut., ?'!B,(j(J() l;\~rrl>l" :og...in..t UO,Onij h"'r....']B; and jn
Wlliil",lH>ue It, it> n.iluel'A lIin...Ael'.tu~, with nn illCrea!ltlU j)ricb of 100 per "eut" 5,65:t,300 l'ounua agl>in~t,[,Ill,l,ono ponnds.
We du lJoj; get oil amlwh:>]eumJ8 enough in tne IH'{_'ra,ge to g"t <J(IT 410tuy /!lI.d', IWo1 tbOB(' wL" J;('t in" la.rgest, catches
~t "onl\wtiUou Il'fiee... have failed to luake tnOu"y, And "" QUI' ol,lf",," /lIld J(IUllt ~n<lc.,,,"fu 1 "IIiP' ownero are willing to
,.,)1 (!Jeir ~hil's. But tuere l\,re" few tirw!! WIl" , La,,,lug: ilno "hip" 'Illol ~ool1 /LTl,l ~kilifulllla",k"', aI"{' relj<>!ulo:' and d>:lh,T
mined nor to sllceulllIl to the ulI.townrl1 "lement!! in H", t,u"in~"J;UTltil thiO.,y Ufl'~'" ~~t",i1 trw m.M/e,' l.Jwn)lJj;<nly, avet to
~nt·h WI) lW\\,"Yll ,;1;l\':C~,"'" wilt <.'<n\l» &ll.d lSllO"l<1 COW., .

.'\'Q w!ll/;lioK groHlJ<l. hase t,eeu a,ulOndQneJ; "very sea, U>IlI( o<;e\On is af. )lI'tli:leut, <Jxploreu II)' unr whalehl. The
n 11 I.! S(lll Ba.y Illld CUl/lbcrlauil I ulot w hl.ling w a.~ a i&l1"I', .., ~()JH" ~l;V l)TI v~"'''''\1! 1",)l1g there. l...."l ohtaining only about
1,;'0\) 'oarn;ls m1. Tbb l.l9,l"\i. M.ilwouJ w~10l\t theI"," , H,', ai''''' l.Jeing .av"d, also her eM'!;" of }:;{) barteIs oillllJl1 1,600
p"l1mJ.!l Of!JulltJ. Tltrott wllaJOl't'< lim winter/HI;' in llr.to1~,'" liay !lW/ tin.. '" ill Clltl1Ut~rlalld Inlot.

TL" .Arctic OC<!/lD Wilt! "';lIit"d by tweuty-eight An'eriClll1 a",} four foreign ",hThI<>rj;, (l,1l<1 t.h'''\fl:ll th" S"pwmber
whaliu/-\" wl,ich h uaually thl'> Ul"Bt, '\'ill>" a f1l.ilur,·, ",till th", fl"l't a,eragffi 7001mrrt'l$ oil JlU'} 10.0(1(1 pOUl'lOlJ; l)f bone,
Nearly 5,000 banlJ]" waiI'll!:' I,ll '1>'&1> takmt in t1:Hl ArctiC, tbt>l1gil WUl<3 m/ist<Jn;, ",Iw lI'tlr<~ /.lispmred to giV<J up WI£IrU';

iul', ab~t1lill"d from it. 'fh.. hn,rk RO~c<le w a,~ "oj'ally lost, "I'''W au \".\01. 'flHl Hddl !:inu\\' and t'>~~. Bj"'·"'L~. W~~ l\4ll.>l
dOlled; tlu; fo1'ID",r wa. f(llllld h J; HIe .1\1';>\:'1 P"TrJ', Mid \\.. cr<IW \'ltt on lJ01l.r(\ of hl!r, and ""nt, to San l:'l"l1nci~co,where
~h,~ h,,,-,,- "inoo u@I'\n !I01q. to tIle Ab.ka Sooling COI!llCWIlJ, The lattct abjp- W;\!R n'~,vytlr"d tJ~lJlll bJ'lltie crew, &1«1
cn'-llinuod ht!l' whaHug. The Ljytl Oak, Jnl;eph MaxwO)lJ, and J\.l'lwh\u WtJN hlluly .'Itove, llut :rcad\el\ port IIl1.fcly.
Dw 1J&l·k Ji'loren"() wenf. up toO the wro"ked wb"ler~ and <Ie~ur,>d the M.ineN'J., 'J.l~o i50 harrd~ ~perUl, 1,200 harrels
WhaJ.b <\\1, Il,m115,00<l pGunda of bou", aud hrought them all to Saa Frand:-tlO. Other bcm" -\l-a.>;. tr.aUl'd for .OJ,) ('.aIDO
to San }'ranci~co; in aU about 50,00[1 ponnda.

l1ewphackl11g bas boon 1l1lcOO6lifuJ1y tQ.rd6d on flvO)t)'wI16l"e. In Pll.l'>lI.llUIo Bay lO,OOO "a"""l~ were taken; ILl.
I{a.'1>CT'~ \l,'ll,d Tt:>pg~ bla.nw. a.nd CMl!tetfiel<l Sholll6, 8,000 uarret~; on the eoaat of AfriCA, 2,000 lmrrels; auU at'ORIld

r1l1l We~t In.di..~, 2,000 hatT6lB; in lIJI il'.l,OOO hutre18 and l'lqua,1 to the cntirfl Antic catuh. Not !lIucb was uon", on
Crozettftl tltld DMD18tiol1. ODly two whalt'nl 1J,1.'ri'i"Bd frOw. the Aretill Ooean ill 181'.1, beillg <if the e"-",,,U saved from
til", iloot of 1871. A fair e~tl:.h 'll"ll.!I l.nu.d" 110& l'J'!!l'han.til;!g 9ond, l!e:l,]Jng.

The Arctic fleet fUl" 1873 will nnrobel" about tbirtv-twQ v(l!!llelR. Tw" whalen only ret-nrn home, and 01\6 gOO8 to
Ke\v Zlla-Il1!ld. £Ii::!;: lIhlPll left tbj~ port in 1872 to joiu' the Arotic i1oo'. 0116 or tW(I ;;hipllllliLy g<J ro tit'!! (rob.otlik Sea
tilia YCIlT, which hae not bet>n villitOO b~' "Wh1>.h~N l'>inw linD. On" t\!,1II, who lo;;t all tIm'," KhlP'!' In tlw Arctill in Ib11,
b" ~ent ont three to retJ[~ them in the ~QJlO') <If 1873. TIlan, weT6 nO-'whal"l'\! 01\ K<::>dil.l', in 1871 or 1872. It i>;
po;;sil>J(j MarguHitta Bay lOlLy be villi too Wig winl,er by one ~tW{)M our .!xCtle :!lee!.

!Sperm wlll.ling h&8 been but partially 81l«lJ!:'Mful in tlw At,lll.ntic. &!"eml I;<)(,d CUtd \.-;~n> ohta.ined, lWd tbe
wb:llinl;' WWjO NrS- fair, but it W~ Ilf,or in tile Soutb At/antil-, In Indian Ocoan, onkew Zeuland, lowl tlI<:I we;;t COi/J:I!,

of SQutll Amnrica, with few ell:ceIltloD~, tbe ~J'erJD-",halc fl~et. ha~ heml Jal'gcJ)' Cl'g!-l~,·,t1 .Ill hUJIl)-'u,wkillg bd,v:,,,,"
"'~a~on8, wit!:. good furea, &II before ~tateil. Aa llMrly thrce-f;,ul"lbli ot tile ften iii "1'<\t:lIl. whalin:;, th"m j); II, rca.~olll1lole

ptos},eet of hal'ing 6. good "mppJy, lit leal!t 1IO long as w"!lIes cali be found; 1l.1lU thi~ lJl'~llcb of <Jill' [IMinCl!ll promises
to !;ltrv'ivo, ;:'a IlUbiltituteB are not so readily fOUnd./loS fox whale oil, ahd tIle fleet j,; ",,,n d iBtrihuW on all tbo knowII
l:mu.uiM for 8p(lf'll:l whaling. dome good Oll.teh6l'lI!aytl f.l.eell 6ocurod during tb", ye:l<l", allilln ID\YJlt. "~i\ wQ.re lleollcd
t<l !Jet their l'eIlJl6etive veaB8-1a in c.reditable p08itlol:t.

Tha ll1;<}(Jk of I!porrn qU otll)OjU'JI of whden< noW is about ').1,000 barrtlle, IIgain~t 33,000 batt"l" a )'llar ll.gj).
Last fall tW8Dty.tWIJ ollt of thirty-two Ilhip,; :from the A.rotic "amE! to S= Fe!LlJc1sco ano ~e"e:u ",~,,'Ot t .... Hl.llUllulu,

and two hOlDe ~ 8,1'dlwy; fourtoon of the San Yl':meiaoo lli>l>t wete Jl\\\t theta by thair IlgenM, cOlllpTliIWg /jOUle teu of
Ollr IllewhlfAt&,·pa.rt of U1wi t&kUtg th/llJ: "I'ri"'tllI with .them. III part owing to diffiollltitlll ill shipping oil bollle frOID
~ fi.vellbips w-t>reordered wp~ till 14;ud and 8ldp 1wme their (J~~; £Ow: were~ dinoat tQ. Honolulu,
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alHI two, p,fter refitting for t,he llol"th, ~~.n"d to erni~" and tou"h oJ 1.h" ib]fl]Hh jlJ the s\'l'illg, The high rate offered
for grain frtljglJt~ a,lJ.'lOrued all the availabh: ~lJil'~, 'fhe whaler Milwrva, saved fronl til.., wreck of 1Bil, WWI bought
by two or onr lDcrchant~,Rnd loaded with oil fOT homo. AI~o tbe Lagoda. and Tmllerlane took freight, for home.

Sperm oil has ],<'>IOn in good ,lemaud during the yC:J,r. The imvort wa~ 4r"OOO barreb.,.r;,(}()(l to 7,Oon barrels more
than WaR nnticipated. \\-'l1 tlOll8Ulucd the entire amount, aUfl drew on Btock at, tl,e eOlllmeucement of th" year fOI
3,000 barrel~. Yet th,,1'll wa.~ 11 fRlUng off of 7,000 baIT"ls in the eon8nnl]>(,ion as ,~otlJpared with the pre ... ionA year.
The prico ol,encd high at $1.60, and during the eummer declin'cd t,o $1.:15, wIlen hl the fall it otrengthened to $1.[,(1,
where it stood at t.he opening of this year. A few Hales were reported at $1.52i @ $1.55. Tht.\ consumption has been
about eqnally divided betwooo home and foreign demand, and the fall off has been in thia couutry, probably indut;;ed
by the abundallce and low price of lard oil, With the oil caught lind nt home we have promiAA of a good SUPI1Jy
thio year.

Me8lll'll, Bowea, Game & Co.'s Annual Market Report, reports the importation of IIperm oil into tlw Uuited King
dom in 1872 at, 3,423 tOM, "gainst :J,SH tOllO in 1871. During the dt'm&nd from Ja.nllary to April the price fl,<lva,llCed
from £91 to £100, and whcn that fell off it deelined in September to £85. ThA c"nllumption wao 3,;'95 tuno in Hi72,
against 3,82:J tuns in 1",71. The stock on hand Jannary 1, 1873, wa.~ 669 tuns a,gllinllt 1349 tuns Jannary 1, 1872. The
eoneumption fell off in 1872 228 tuns, and the stock to open the year with was reduced 180 tono. Meslml, Maclean,
llarie &; Oo.'s circular shows the imports from the colonies in 1872 to he 722 tuns, being nearly one-half of the import
of the United States.

Whale oil has boon In moderate demand with smallllupply. The import Wa.B v~ry awall, 31,075 blhrrels, conse
qucnt npon the loss of th(\ Arctic, fleet in the fall of 11371. Only two right whalH8 rtlt.U1'llotd during the year, and the
import W{LI\ little more than one-tl,ircl that of the previous yMr, when it was 75,000 barrels. The supply was 61,000
barrelB wbale, and eououmption 4[,,000 harrc]s, against 80,000 barrel!! in 1871. The COli lin lllpl; ion of whole oil ha~ not
been reduced by oeaJ. oil, for none has come here from the provinces, nor from fish oilll, for thtl ca.tch hali {leeU a small
one, not (lvcr two-thirde that of I'r<lvioll11 yeal'S, but rather fwm lard and petroleum, which hl~ve been plenty, good,
and cheap.

The year opened at 73 eentB for Arof.io oil, and e~d durkl~ the summer to 66 @ 68 oeuts, wheu humpback oil
arrived in largc quantitiell, aud Wail taken in prt.Jf"ren(~e, because of its lower (lOat" eay 60 tiiJ G2i cents. Since tlle
BOllton fire, in which 8,000 IlBrrds fish oil were lost, causing tltonel'>l to buy \lOme of our oil, mtl,er lletter figures wert}
obtained t}losing at 68 cents for Arctic, and a small atock of 16,5(){l barrels (If all ldlldA. 'fhere WM but little whale
oil exported in 11'l72, My 1,52H b8;rrel~.

The London circnla1'8 call the import of whale oil there SO tnna, and f,he ~tock on han,l Jannary 1, 1873, 47 tunll.
Also, im})Orts of sed oil there 822 tuns, and tbe Btock Oll bund ,January 1, 1873, 152 tuns,

Whalebone was in good 8upply at thc open ing of the year, about 2ffi,000 pounds; but witb lit,tle to come dnring
tho year, or until the Dew Arctic arrivals late in the year, and which amonnted to 1;12,000 pumIlIs. Only ahOl.t, ftO,oon
]lOllllds came from aU other IIOUTces, including South Sea lind Cnmberl:lll'l. Small Aal...~ w.~re mn.rl" "arly in the year,
at $1.~ per pound and (,hen it declined to $1,75 allu $1.50 l,y M",~-, Ilnd in June it waa solll at $1, gold, toO $1.20, cur
rency, sin<;o wblch it hllB been st<!ooy l<t $1.15 fiiJ $1.'20, closing the year Itt $1.18 for old. T1Ie first six months tho
sales were abont 50,000 pounds, but w\Jcn llficcll go(, down to $1, gold, the sales for the remaining six mOlltb~ w"r'\
abont 200,000 ponnds, of which consumpt\vn of250,000 pounds about 18D,(){l{l pounds were exported. A circular issued
by J. A, Stwey, of B'lst.on, 0. large lJon....cutt.eT, shows that Ill" 10Bt by being burnt out in the Bo~'ton fire solne 10,000
pounds of bone, Imt wss ILt work agaiu in tweut.y-two days clltting bone with t<Jole patented by him, and Wllich be
clailll~ are II great improv{'IDent on th,~ old met,hod of cutting. Some 60,000 pound~ of bone were brought into San
FrallcilM)o last fall, which was picked lip from the wrecked whale:m or trat](,d for with the native".

London circular~, 3f(lr~aid, report t.he importotion, inellldiug the eatch of DIWi~ Strait and Greenland whal(ll'11,
IlS 90 t01l8, ll.gail,st 101 LOllO in ItGl. Stock in Lon(l"n, 3..~7 ton~, against 56 tOOll in 1871. COllsumption 111 tonll,
agaiust 91 tons in 1871, 107 tons in 1870, llond 122 tons in 1869. The import of humpblLek bone waa 22 tons, and the
~t.Qck on.hlloud Jllonuary 1, 1873, was 27 tons.

Bnri.eltJ of the whale jiJJltery for IB73,-The openitlg paragTaph of our l.ailt year'll rm-iew might be copied und woold
116 equally appropriate in cOffim'lIlciug onr preoeut, for it has been a year lltU.rtinl': with a emall fic'4, lltoadily reducing
through th(, year l,y f'alca 3nd losse<l of vot<Bcls, with moderate catcLea,llwager net n'i1ultB, no change of pUrP036 to
lieU whalers now h"re, and no new signs of encouragement in the llUshioss. A propo~itiou for the sale of a whaler il
llJore tempt,iug than 0. propOllllol to fit one. Of the ninettlen whale:m in the port of New Bedtbro. January 1, ISTd, lour
were !'Old, fly,", fitted for whaling, an.l ten stiU remain in port; of tbe 'M}ven at New London January I, 1873, out'! hu
been sold and broken up, and tbe remaining six are st.ill for sale. Oftbe eleven wbalcl'llnow in thia port that arrived
in 187::1, eb:: are for 011.16; and of the twenty-one whaleI'M now wimerJng here not ovq ~even are likely to bli fitted.
Of fort)- whalers t.o arrive in 1874 probably about thirty will be 6ent to Slla agll,iu.

The striking fcato1'llll in the bn8ineaa have been t.he ateadine..... of prioe!! during the yesI', except doriug the ptUl:lc,
I.b", l1hoenl\6 of many good clIowhllll nf oil in sperm and Arctic whnling, the good snccees In bumpbaeking in Panarna
Bay anl1 coast of Africa. 'the 10&8 of three whall'l'Il in Hnd~on Bay and Cumberland Inlet, and immunity from dieas-
ter in the Arctic Ocean, not a ehip behlg loet or eeriously damaA'ed. .

Our pre;lllnt fleet i.II 171, Af!;ailL8t 20'.:l a Y611r ago, 218 in 1872, and l!88 in um. The 1l> per cent. reduotion 1Jhic.b
has been going on for thr&e ye&rll, and whioh .. year ago we ventured to think ....ould rellilve ua or aa~ ..
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fnrt.her sell, has not been realizt'l:l; fin- of the tlny-one 'orhaler!.' al hOlnl', we now wa,nt to ae>ll twenty.fiY'! at IClll<:!t,
whiClll is stm another 15 per ceut. discount we v.·ould wallo "n onr tl~ct, a·ud nHle~~ we g",t bette, eatche... IIond bet.ter
resnlts in 1874 than in 1873, we can now 8afel~' apply for aUMlter reduction in 1875 of nearly 15 per cent. The thirty
two wbalers withdra.wn, &c., represented 6,912 wns, and the OIlO schoouer added at Provincetown was 117 tons.

The fleet at _ January I, 1874, WaIJ one hnndred and tl'Veuty-tbrec ,es8e]s, against one hundred and fifty-five II.

year ago.
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We have given tbeae compa,rative figUNs to ahow the iuclint!d plaue down which whaling i~ at prflllllut going.

Bight whaling ill not ~Inunerative,lWd cannot be unleBa larger l\&tl\b8/:l ClJ,U be mad", ",ith allia;U"r eIpenBell attending
them.

The MQtie Oooan had in 1873 tbirty-two wbalera, MId the Ochotgk Sea; two, and yet th(\ a.g:grega.te eaMh was
about 21,000 barrels of oil and 2i'>O,OUO pounds of bone, or an IIovera,ge of 600 barrels of oil and 7,500 polludl:l of bone.
werth about $20,1100, one-half of whieb i8 u-t up in drafts, }'(lfittiu,!;!; for annther aoaaon, and the expense of getting
oil and boM homa. The l'lIolIt lleIl80n WIUI a pnor one for whaling, being open, free from ice, whlllel! very scarce until
very late in the llea!lOn, whon they were plenty, bnt tho weatber 1J.oeame bad; the rllmainiug fleet, after a week of geod
work, CllIllil Ollt with a fuir catllb. Six whalel'!!! did not take 90 whale in the Arctic, a.utl two got not even a walrus, In
1&>4 fifteen wbalers out of forty·eil!:ht got nothiIlg, and the season W~ II< failure. The Progm...~ found whalfl8 ouWdo
and took IlIlven, making 750 bUirrels (lU; also the Louillll f01U1d whalea on Kodiae, and got £vo. making 000 blllrels;
and the Live Oak fOl;\ll.d whalu in JepMJ. Sea, IW.d ~t ....iUll, 1llakin.g 900 barre1£. A..tout 6,000 tllorrellO wlllrn.!!. aU WWl
taken in the Arctie in Jnly. Whalers weDt farther north tbis SI\1L!Kln than ever before. Four Arctic whalers will
retul"Il holOO, a.nd not one h&l'l been fitted out during the past year to go t{) the Arctio, nor will t,ben.' be during the
yea.r 1874. I'rom present appearances, with fhe present feating existillg about Arcti,) whaling, we should dCllbt if
ally ODe of the JJMt now out, upon their return homo, would be fitted again to go there. About, oue-half of the
fiJ\P.,t 'l'l'Utot w.~"£J, 'i=clilCU to re1J.~ ani'!. ~"ne b&1ance \:.0 "Bono'mlu, it lllwing ue<!onJe e~ihe]}t, tnat tne gain" at %nn
Fr.llIcillllO are Dot equivl\lent for advantages tbe Sandwich hland8 have for getting aDII kef'ping er6W~ and freighting
hollle catuhillgtS. In the fall of 1872 .five whalllJ'S went to Panama to "bip their catcl,ing8 bmne; owing to nnavoid.
able Circllmstauces the oil WllI8 long delayed. at the Isthmus, s,od "'&!I, on ll-rriYal lLer<J, fOHml to JIllve much leaked.
Pa.nama. Bay has boon 8<1 good wlmling grOllod tho pOIst year :for ho.m[lbacks 38 in pre\'ion~ yl>ar8, 3hout 10,000 barreJ.~
being the Mtch there, 80IDa V6ll8oe1ll getting 1,000 to 1,400 batroIs each. But litUe ha.e OOen hearrl from the ~perm
whalflI'8 hlll:upbaeking at the ahooJa And grnoudll in l,he Pacilic Ocean. On the coast of Africa therE' wore good catcholl
of hnmpbacks, -60IDIl v-.us taking 500 to 700 bnrrt'ls each.

The CrO'Zl;lUe whaling w.. good, but two vlll!8els visited tho ground, the China aud John P. W'ost, til.kiug 750 a.nd
800 b~bl. re8po.etively.. Cum1>orland Inlet and Hod60n Ba.y wba,liop; was di!Wlfu'onsi tho scbooner Abbie BrMiford
I'6tllrned with a ItOod eateh, and brought news of the 1011$ of the blU'k8 Aneel Gibbll !tnd Orray Tan, of thi~ port.
The ~hOOtlex8. B. Howes, of Nllw LOndon, ...... a.I80 lost there~ Many .IIeameu died with scurvy. The b.ark Glacier,
ot'.thl3 port; rotnneil wi$bonlyabout70battela. l!Iollth 6hetl$n~ sealing and whaling W1\ll very sllcceaefuI,&nd 1Ul0thex
tleet baa gonet.o COaJ.plet(I the work of extil'pAiOD.
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Sperm whaling hll~ had hardly a Imttel' UYCrllog'e result thM\ ri.ght whaling, uut wbiJ.., il~ (,at..,ht'~ at'» p,whap81es8
in vBJ.ne, its eXplHl!lO" of coutlnuing 3. yoyagt> are also lo~~, In the Norl·h Atlautic many good fares were taken, the
larpt being abont 300 barrels, w-herell.~ in (ormer yeaI'll 500 to 700 b&rr",l~ have been l'flached in a Bingle erui(;tl. In
the South Atlulltic lellll oil has heen taken tha·n formerly, though sllveral good catches were made, on" ~e_l taking
600 barrell! in ~ix weekB. III the Indian Ocell-u snd on Now Holland, wij.h foil' exc<:'ption., the whaling haa beBn sliro;
wlulles were quite plent.y eurl,v 'In the y"ar, hut the weather wat> bad; (01' the greatur l'llrt of the year but fow whules
were &eell. TIJ" N"w Zealand grouml hall heen d.'y lLIld d<:'seTWU hy wlu.lus, only a few shiI'. having dono fairly, whilo
one or tWn have hoon forlnna.t.e in l,W(;lillg and getting th<lm. The jjeet is small there. The Vi'e8t Coallt ha~ but feVi
~pMm cruiBer~ th~r"" and ~"veral have donl:l quite well, oth<lI"t\ poorly. The bark Courser, with 700 barrels of sperm
oil on hoard, wa~ Tllll llown by an English llt+lll.ln(;ll'.

All uround, the IIperrl1.wb,diil~ground. hav" not been up tn «,rlller years in tll.kingo,'aIlll it would sewn that a
6m,,1l fleet dno" "nt ino1'N'"'' j.h" OI1ll.nee", or ",. great cawh. At prc..ent prices for sperm oil, say 1S1.50, we think speml
whaling wlll out,liv" aU on",l' 1i"d", tlirmgh .wen witll a r"duood catch we finu u reducell l;OllsuIIljJtion.

The fleet 1'01" the (!(Jllling y"at wi Ii l>e. (lilltrihuted about all follnws: NonI) amI South Atlantic, 50 YeBBCIs; Indian
Oeean, 17 veSM>Is; Pacilic Ocean, :.\1. Y~lIe~; Rmlsoll Bay ..nu Cuml'erhn,l Inlet., 3 ~"J;iJ"III; North Pacific, fl'I veaBels.

The deumnd for ~I'"nll oil wa~ good (luring the year. The import e""""d,,d but ver~- lttUe the bigh~t estimate,
and by reference t<l the "ompa1'ative ~t&t.,m6ntof cnn~umptiol' "f oil", it wi] I be H'''."I) that the BUl\ply was 53,300 lllUTOh,

aga,in8t 59,700 barrel~ in 1i:\7:!, and that I.ll .. home conBl1mj>tion waH el]lm\ to t.lmr of the prel:eding )'ear, whil" the
e::qlOrt fell olf abont. 1:l,()OO barreIB, a littlll mOre j.han thll I'llport,,,l deares." ill ,"oilt>umption of thi" kiml of oil in the
Ulljt6d Kingdom. 'I'll" pne", opcned a·t $1,&0 1l",1 advauced t.o $1.ii7 ill Febru".•·.", tluctuatell l",tweflIl $1.5~ and $1.55
until May, ..fttl1' which it .c;mdu"lly declinfld until June, when it tuud,ed $IAI1, an,I retna,in",d stearl,Y until the middle
of Augu.~t, wben it :i(h';;.nced. to $1,.1" 'iiJ SL">O, remaining at theall fignn<B nnt·il Od...,ller 1, WIUlll, Un/leI' the preMtueof tbe
panic, a 8mall parcl:l of onlillary oil WH'" "old at eL31, but upon the retnrn of an ElWlier money market, in Noveml'er saleS
weu made at $1.39 'iiJ $1.42, !lml in DnCl)mb,'r aI', $1.fiO, wU.lla ~oo,1 ,}"mand and cln~iul{ firm at t.hi~ priNl.

Tho demand iill' wIwl" oil H,'eIIl~ to b(. aft"eckd by the large Bupply of ot.h",r c1"''l.1' oill., .moll a>< "u>nhiUlen, cotton·
seffi, /l>ud petroloUlu which il< nnl,r"l:edl:ntedly I",,·. The homr eonsnml'tion wa~ 31>ollt 9,000 barrels I"I<~ thau in 187'2,
while til" u.-era-flo prim, w,,~ 10w-lIr, There has been ver~- little life to t.llt, nmrk.. t, tIJ,) ",heal' oils, 811Ch at> Immpback
lOud South S('a, l<t>6111 to lie prefcrred ut HIP lower Ilrices WIdell tll''.'! call IH' IIOUgbt at, An,tlc of g-ood quality being
neglce,ed in coo>;tlqueu",e, t,bl' rule ~ccmiug to he that tIll' poon'II1 nil is ~l)ngIlt. UnCI' bec/tase o( the Jow prices, A
llemand 6!,ruug up at tj..., clo:w of 1.11,; ~'e:H f()r thc "h"apcr oila, hnml'b:,,'k, l:;outh S<lll-, and coaBt for o1:1,ort, 50 centH
por g..ll.m being: l,ajd for :ill qualitiell, In or out of bond, and tho same. l'ri,'" WiH. ufff'wd for tI,,, poorest Arctic oil, hnt
no ""lea W<JTf'> /EllUle, '['b,\ year opeu",I at liS cent.s for Anti" aUll ,- C""t~ for llUill1Jback, tb" lllllrket. beioJ:l: steady
until .Tunt<, when Ii:' ccnts per gal]oll w..... the (Inoted I,ril:o for Ardie, at "bout whid1 the m<l.rknt rulMl the rest of t,he
ytl!lX. TIl<' pde<', for h11nIl'l,au],,; r:longed from ,;" /jj) 60 cent~ I.'"r gallun d'ui,,)'; tl,,, 'yeal" for mannfa.ntl1ring. The stock of
thi~ kiud nr oil on hand ,hnnal'y 1, 1,,7-4, w(w ",1)<)111. 2,000 harrula. The eXIH,rt tll(' pll-at ycal: W a.~ 2,150 ba·rrcla, against
1,500 in 187:t,

'Vhal"hun" opened" t. $1, H" "nrr(jnc~', with a got"l d"mand, which c {Out i1l1J cd ill to February lIod March, wit.h a
"light reductioll to ~1.1O, l'urmocy, TIlling ll-t this prien nnt,il May, wben the dmnaml wa~ goud at $1.08 'iiJ $1.12, cnrrency,
for A,~ti(l, llOlld 9i, centll fUl' South S.;r~, During the allDlmer months tho ,Iewll.nd Wat! good, ellie. rcachiug in AuW'st
51,000 pound.., when t.ll{' rri~." advu,ll,-,cd from $1.0':; 1<J $1.JlO, CUIT<:mcy.; (01' the remainder of th.. Y<Jl<r the demand was
ligh t, and pricea reced,'u t.o $1.10, eurrency, fn)' uId, and $1 for new Aret.ilJ. The hOlllB consumption Wll8 very good,
roo-ehing 155,000 I,onuda, agllill~t 74,,,00 poullda t.be \Oi·<'VjolU' ymlt. The Seot{'h wbalcrs did very well taking hom. tho
110<1. Hea.on, and the "ntiru import. bll... l ...,.,n !:Iold, ~llowill" the trade in this art ide in England and on tho continent to
be ill a b(';dt.hy condition, About 2;-',000 pounds of uew unouIled, bonc, including 10,000 pounds Japan Sea bone, wo.s
IlOld in San li'ranclBoo I>t 871 nents, gold, per pound for export.

R8t'ieu' of t116I1'ha~.fk/u;r!lfur lS74.-Although the l'~t )'ear baa nut lJoen one of large profit!! to our whalew611, we
are sble to .'ute to-w.y tbll.t th., l,nsiut:<>!:< wears a more oheerful lJ.KllC<.1t, with ., proilliBe of a brighter future.

The nmnoor of profitable voyagoo &niTing Wll<! llOt groo.ter than during t.hu Pl'OViOll11 ~'e14.r, but, wi~h better prices
!Jwvl\iling, .. mohl hop6fal feeling hAA llccn ellgendere<:1.

The denuase of tho neet (abuut 3,400 Willi during the year) is gradually l"f'>lnIting in a i>tlttt'lr avera!!:e cateh,
ell [lerien<lll <howiug tbat any doold<ld inert<alffi in the numOOr of ve~Bt)ie eT'g-ageu in t·he bUt<illCM mUllt eve.utu/lllly
bring abuut luwer prioes anu slllall avera.gc catches.

Of th" t'l'Tllty·ftl'e vea;llllll in the port of New Bedford Jll-llnary 1, 1874, tl,r.." wer., lIo1d, fourkeD fitted lor .whal.
ing, and eight. stilI remain in port, of which five are for sale. Of the i!<,V6n at New Lond",. January 1, Ui7.&', fuur
bave bMn sold for whaleI'!l and thNe are still in port. Of the nineteen whalelH now in this port, tlJlrtllen ",ill prob
ably be fittell hoforo the elose of apring, and of the thirty-five vellBeIs to arrive in 1875 neatly eJl will be !lent to ..,11,
again.

Tho almouce of any unuauBJ. (toatnresm the hnBine&ll h noticeable. Thore have hecD bllt few 108lle8 at sea, and
ve@lle!.a Ul the Arctic regions have belen quite free from diaaste1'll.

Our present fleet is 1~ vessela, against 171 a year ago, 203 in 1873, and 218 in 1872, and the number. at aeaJulllll'1
1,1875, w3111l9 veuelB, againlll; 123 a year ago IIDd 156 in 1873. . .
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The f1.eet in the Arct.ic Ollean thtl put summer Ille-t with ~ood I!nlllle~8 (luring- the latter part ofth... Mason, fifteen
ships taking an aggregate of 17,480 barreh of oil &ttd 169,500 pound~ of bone, heing an av{!rage of 1,165 bar:'lll~ of
oil Bud 12,6::13 pounds ofboull, abollt double that of the pre;rious Y"llr. Thr.." v""""e1s Oll Kodiak and in Bristol Bay
took 2,625 barrels of oil, an ll.verago of about 87" barrels each, anu 7 ,v!)7 pOl1nd~of bone.

Tlw Ocboh.k Sea whaling was n failure, J,in" ve~aeJs takillg united tr but 2,805 burrelB of oil and :)4,600 pounds of
llOue, tbe 1\'I,aJe., form('rly plenty ill t,hBt locality, a!lparevtly ba"iill; oeen ext.enniuated or gone to other parts.
Although occMionally a season j n tho A.rctic Ocean il' 'partly I> fniluTl\ j migi ilJ!: from 1,be> pre.annt and l'W1t it wou1d Btle",
rcaaonabI" that a woderate> n nmo"r of shipa could contiuue tP ImJl!ecute their voyagM in that oc<:an for many years to
com", and considering thellllvlLIH,illj:\" pric,\ of the producta obtained, l'arti('nlarl~'of wha],~bon(>, we do !lo't l'eliev(I our
mt'rdmnt;; will al.lD'?> tbis br~,\d, ~r Ollr ~ml'o\\W,\;I;, one., B<:' renl\\IIe~th'''' to l~ 1!>r>ti1'el)' lJ:lVell U1'.

Right Whaling- on D'18oiatio" auu t,he CrozetWH !JaH boon l,egl"cted dnrlllg the past yea.r. ;t1ld th" ).iUmhel' of "",,-
Bela in Cumber!:.",l lnlot and Bu,bol' nay h3H been yery HiUaJI. with jl. modera.tl' catell. .

Rnurphaeking haH t"'en }ll"Ol«"'nt,ed 01' tIle co!!oat of B01Jth An,eriea, in I'an3ma Rar, abm~t a", iHlaUUH or tlie South
l'adii" Ocean, unu on tho c"a,,<t of Afi'iea, witJ, al)Qut ttl<' uanal succellH,

Sperm Whaling has mado rath",' a better exhihit tJwu for t.wo or three rear~ previouH, aitbough goo,] CIHeb,,~

ba,e been confined rather j,<> l'eft,ai" locll.litie~, than general throughont the dUrertmt ucellllll. Tlw bc,t acconnt ""HII"

to UH from the North Al,lallti(" whert' l1 nnmbe~ of ves6l']s t.ook 1l1rge flLres, while illau~' otbel"lO nil t]Je Hamo or adjlO~'ent

grounds wen, not, fort,unattl i u fi.udil,g: w IlIl,le", Ute distribo.ticm of llaV,hes beiu,ll; <t nite llneq un1. On the we~t "o...~t of
South America. and tllll oJI-l<lJore grtHJnd wh"I(1lj seem p1el1tier agll.iu anll v<:'SI!ela hi1\'" ilon" w,,11. III tbe South
Atlantic and in the Indian 0(,.,,,,, tIle f1lWt have met with aVilrag-c IIllccesll, wllile on NtJw Hollara] <lud Lh,' groundll in
thi>l "idnit~' wllalea have UI'OU uuueuan, lIearce. New Zelliand h~," yielded hut poorly dllt"i1lg the pMt yelio~, and
but'few veBt>lll~ in that locality are doing well, whid.. leads l'~ to remark that at pr<;;llent thel'" ap]}elll' W be n,} whal
ing l::romHl~ that will ~upp"rt a lftrge fled for any great ImlgtL of time; nnu h, tbi~ re:.>l,,'ct our lJrroTS iu the PAl'!t
8honld be guide~ for ollr fllt,ure.

The Heet during tho coming y~ will be diBtributed nearly &tl followlI: North and South Atlantic, G8 V6Sflelll ;
Indiau OMan, 17 'Ve~BeI~; Pllcjti~ Ocean and New Zeala,nd, a:J ve""618; Cnmbedunr1 InJ,·t a.nd Hudson 1l1l~'1 4 veMeIIl;
North Pac ifie, 18 'Vessel8.

The demand for oil Aud whalebone has continued good throughunt the "'Ollr, r.LlJ 'rH"rkets IJllving heen 'l'"ithont
!Il30rked t1nctll ..tionll, and with pricM Blowly but Bteu,lIlly ll.llvanciug. 'With an illf.,reasN] in'portation of sperm oil
ourlng the lOoming year It wouln be natural to 10010. for II deenta~" ill prioo, lmt ",'lUll" nil, cOllllillering j,lw present
pr"~pectll of brd and oth€'r oils, lIeetll~ quite low; whUo wLtiOkuon", wit,h a <,on~tantl~· rl,dnced importation, ollght hI
eomrnnu,l go,>d figures.

The In-lc;, of "perm oil J ",nnary I, 1874, WAA $1.50, baying I'Mn clepl"olJlled b." t.1l., lXwmJ1 pall; C. It rapidly 11,ooverNl,
lwwl'wr, and in a few weekI! atlvllnol,d to $l.G71 {till' hij;heHt l'rice~ (or thf' ~'el\r uHually ilflWll.ililJl: nbout that tilue),
dn'ppillg to $l.fjO in April, continuillg to dfll'line tm ,June, ",lIen it reached $1.[0{). ])nl'iug the remah,der of ill" year
it~ eon.rIm ':'i"&% gI1>duiloll~ up'lnloro, "t;l.lld\llg l\t $.1.1>7 in Angu",t" '1.C~'l ion Oetobe:r, an\l dOBing Uw 'JCl\r at $1.70, tuo
highest IJrice r<lached ~ineo the mouth ofOd-nbcr, 181m, a pHiod of IlIOt!.' tha,n five ,year~.

'tYbnle oil 0llO:lnBd the )loar at (;1 ceut~ filr Arctic, l<lightly declining during tlw summer months, a.nd closed thll
yeaI' Itt 671 centll, at which vril\e it would hll tlifficult to p=r.!to.-'W.

Hllmplll"ck llJld Sout.h Sea oil during tl,e yt'ar haVe Vll.riild from 54 @ G4 centg, dosing at the latter figure.
Whalebone opened at ,t @ $1.10, continued firm throng;hont th" y<>ar, alHllld\'auc"d during the fall months to

'1.25, which price is still ma.intainf'd.
It will be !tOOn by Oltt lilst nnulial revIe .... that OUr estimitte of inJportation8 fot 1874 al'proximatod to the rMult,

e:lCcept in the qua.ntity of whllJehOlle, onueNl byehipmm\t.s overland during the month of J)ecembor (about. 85,000
ponnds), IUld I1!eeived here in advanr..l) of t.hll !llJnal time.

THAnE MYI!!:\\' yon ]875.

Rrl'iwr of the 1[t~¢~ftefl.tl'1Ifoy 18'1;'.-Th'O ,,,,ar ju~t cloo~.d 'La;; 1\4.'>'011 qnH<' fr"'" fmm di~ll.Bter" to th~ tloot at l\(lL, B.Ild
no great eblUIges have t!tll:en place in tho bu~in..-. Gain. tt.tJ.d IOl\lleB lJave been about t\quaH:v divided, the arrivalB at.
tIiis port during the yellr showing oighteen VOYag"," that w.'re fairly protitauJe aud ~ixt6en that I1!sulted in quite a.
Ia.rge aver3~6 10000, bu.t with.. 3. r'i'Ci;'r1UQf ~i1lffl8. tbXflU,&Mut tb.e 'lQuntry we a.ntici\'ate be.ttfir te!l.uJtf\ in the future.

Of the eightt>en Ve&l6~ in porl. at New Redford J~nn&tY 1, 1875, 8i"t,een hl.'·" IHlen fitted for whaling and two
are now in port. Of tIlO ten wha.let'!! now in thill IJOrt ei#ht will prohably be tHkd during tIl(! ReaSOn, and of the
twent.Y·five Vesaela to arrive here this yellr Ilearly all will go to elll't again. Some ve.tlds ma;r IIOllI!ibly be adtlell to tb"
flent from the merc..haut service; bnt, ~ such ventures are nttended witb t;o heavy an outlllT for repairll, IIlteratiollll,
and wha.littg 1IIventCIriea, it ill not probabl~ that mnny lIuch [l.ddilton~ wiHoe made.

The preaent whaling &st i8 169 ve88018, against Ul3 JIloDt.tlU'y 1, 1675, 171 in 1874, a.nd 203 in 1873, _nd 1,11", nnmber
at llea January 1, 1816, was 137 v-'lls, agaill.8t 11911> sear ago, and 123 in 1874. Any further inorell.A6 in the 1100t mll8t
n~e~ily lll:rnlt io;t.l()...~ pri~~ <:>H,

Right 'Whaling make. It goodexblblt for the year, vesselil in the Arotio Oeean having been very ~uceeMful, thirteen
ve8lleu. taking 18,000 ba.Tl'I!'l~'Wha1e aDd w1lo1r1lll 011 lind 180,030 pounda whaleboDe, au IIoYemge of 1,384 no,I'l'E'le 6il
IloDd 13,848 po.linda of wbateboM. Tbre& TfIMElls Oil. Kotila\;: and Bristol Bay took 3,1$) bal'T"jll whale oil and 45,430
POunds Whalebone,. thus makihg for the fleet a.n ave.ra.g(\ of 1,374 Larrela whale and wll.1rn,l( "n aud 14iJ91 POlln~ (If
1V,b.~llbonel the~ 8Vl1tag1< of &tty lItmIiIo.Q B1noe the year J&'iO, .
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As we stated in onr r,wi"w la~t year, we do Ul,t believe Arctic whaling will he given np, and certainly th~ whales
have nevef been p/oTltier Oll tb<!!<" ~rOl\lltl~ tha.n during- tho paM Sea<lOll. The fieet have all c.ome out safely, e1cept
the bar·k D6l>1:Iond, whICh is slll'posed to h:tve been obliged to winter 'hero.

A few veSB~ls in HllllsDU BaJ" and Cmnh",rland Inkt have had fair Sl1ccess,whil6 right whaling in tlw !lOuthern
006ans I,M been n"'gkcted. HUUl\)baokiuH haB b~en ver~' succ",,"sful on th" coast of South America, whil6 in other
in oth6r localioes thl\ catohes have been nwdomt,e.

Sperm whaling has beeil only mod~.rat('ly suocessful, tbcrc MI'ing Iwell out few large catches the plI8t yeM.
Vellill'ls have d01le b"st Oil Chili anu the olf-shon, ground, whi)" ehlewhc're th" average haB been mod6rato. A =
mary iB a.- follows: On Chili and off Bbore, seyentecll vessels omililld, hoking 7,010 h$rrelB sperm, an average of 412
l,an".l.; 011 New Z"ablHl, ecvllnfllcn Yes.~el~ 1(>ok6,095 balT',I,:;, making an a",~rage toea..b of 35~ barrelB; in the Indi..n
Ocean and on l'\ew Holl/md tJu;re ,vere thirtcml ves8els, taking 4,:J3.'i barr,,},:;, an aV6rage of 33.1 barrels, and in the
:;;orth aud SOUnl A\lanUe Oceans, eightY-Boyen Yllssels wHlt a catch of 19,405 barrel", aYllraging 2'.t3 harrele, the IR8t
nam"d lIeiug for all averngo period of ahout t.en lllontbs, as many of th<\ fleet winter in port. With any inerCJl<l<\ of tho
Beet a slllaller an'rage catch Ina)' be look",] for, and it will be alread)" Meen hy referene6 to our col\Ullll8 that the
IJlliUUer of Yes~els at M,a which hltVe "htainclll,OOO bnrrelB or more of sperm oil i. smaller than for 11I.I>n)· y&a.re.

Tho diMril>ntlol.l of the whlLlln~ fieet for 1,he present year we ~stimato as follows: North and South Atlantic,
71 vOBBew; Indian O~clLn and New nolland, 15 vCBSeiS j New Zealand, 13 ves~eLq j Pacitie COlLst lind olf-Bhore ground,
2J VCBMllB; Nouh P",duc, 18 vt>ssels; Oumberland Inlet, 4 vesaels..

Tho Dumber of "8SI<els ootim.'ilu'tl to MIi,,£> ut thi~ rwrt the coz:uing ye.'ilr is tWlmty.five, of whien &I'pa1'8n tly thirteen
will be good Yoyap;es, whil .. tW6h'll will show a loss, the net resnlts heing muell the 8I1me fl8 for the JllloBt f6w yearll.

'the demand fur oilB and bone has beon f:dr througbeut the yea:T paBt. SPI'rro oil 0p6ned in JanulUj' at $1.70,
with a vel)' "mall stock on hand, an(l was held at $1.80 '"if) $l.H5 in Maroh, aIHl at $1.00 in April. }'ew w.1M could b6
effected at these figures, a.lul the price gr£ldllaU~' dt'clioed to $1.47 '"if) $1.50 in midsumm6f, remaining at about tb0¥
fip;nre8 nntil Dec.elllb6r, when it advauced to $l.GO, clo~illg the year at that pric·e, at which, bo,",'eYer, tbl'rewOre> more
sellet's than buyers. Whalo oil opene<l t,ho year £It fi7l c(mts por gallon for Arotic, llil,'ancing to 70 cents in Jannary,
decliuing to 63 @ 6;) eentl> in May aod .Jllne, and in &Jptcmber advllueiu~ a~ain to 70 cents, at which priel; it con
th,ul;d to the close of the ~'c'l1ot·. Humpback auu 80utll Sea oi1~ haye continued at 60 @ 65 ctnts through the y6&r,
with little variation. Wlll.ll,bone ol'81led at about $1.20 per pound for Aldie, and continn6d firm during the y6l\r,
udl'aDcing ia tbe fM} moa/,hs, aad .unall,r elo.qing &1 $2.30.

:By referem:o to onf last year'll review if, will btl set'n that OUt 6Btimate of importations are not far from the rellnlt,
exm'pt in whal6bon'l, caulled by shipmentll ol'erhHI<I iu advance of tho usnal tim6. Our fignTel!l are made afte:rcareful
cou8idcrp,tion, and wo are uot llwayed by th.. in te.:rC81·S of either iinporter or purehas"l".

"tRA.Dl!: REVIEW ~'OR 1876.

lI.miBW of tIle wha16jiHhery fOT 1876.-Dnring th6 ~'ear bnt few disasters were> reported amonp: whalemen untll1&te
in th6 fall, when news reached 11ll "fthe destruction »f a nnmbez: of t.he ArNie tleet, and the probable 1083 of many
liv(;s, whioh callt a dond of Mdue~~oyer tho cO/ulnunity.

Thll flUeeell8 of tl", busiDes~ th" 1'aat year hua been fair, the arrivals at this port showing ninete6n profitable voy
agel!, while fourt""l\ ..'Aultod in a 10"", thia Leing fully u1' to the average of latt; YOara.

The Lnird:in~ of ships for t,he wha[ing B"rvice marks a new era in the Imsine~$, atld 1lI an encouraging feature.
We wl'1(\onle th6m lUI mll1iug: to th" eharador of the fieet, which ha!! suffcred of late by the addinjt of worn-out mer
o;hant v_15 which obtain in.nrallee at the same rates as n",w ship.~ just from tlle stocks.

Tbe pI'llI!ent whaling f1e6t, after deducting the recent lo~es in the Arctic Ocean,:is 172 yo_Is, aga1n6t 169
January 1, 1876, 163 in 1875, and th611umher at sea JlLnnary 1, 1877, W1M! 146 vl;88els, against 137 a yellol" ago, and 119
in 1>95. Fiv.. barksliI'll bt"iug huHt for the bll.sinl\B'I, a.nd othHk will follow, while from the morehant Ilel'viee tbllTe
is a proBpect of adding a number of veMela, thu~ making the !loot Lirger than it has been for JOllars. Sbonld the catch
be I'roportionat,e to the Ullllloor ,r( vel!l:'t;\b in the ousi Uellil, the ilnportatiou of nil wonld 1>6 in 6XOOl!ll of the d-emand,
but all onr past aX1'"rioull6 bas shown that, with an inct'~-.. of the fleet, lUany of the whl\.ling ground8 a,re OV6f·
crowdrnl, and the result ie a smaller aV6raga to 0»011.

The Arctic Ocean llllllagain Wen a BOOne ofdill3t\ter. Ofa fleet of tweuty ve>!llels, twelve were 1000t or abandoned
in the ice, and wbile tha IDlIotItNS witlJ most of th6 oiDctl1'll &lid crow~ were eval>letl tv C/l(!Il{18, 11/QF6 tusn fifty maD WeTfl
""ft behind who wew nnequal to the ,,"ortion ll&ellllury to save their lives. But the IIad and fatAl telBnlt of pushing
too f;lor north will, we hope>, be ll. lesson to OUf whal6man in future not to ventllfe whare tbere Itellmt hardly .. ohaDce
of 68tJape whtln oppbsing circnmstancll!l &rilMl.

The 3"erage catch of the ve_ls not lost, inclUding two on Kodiak and Bristol Bay, was 6;'\6 ba.n:;:l19 oil and ",225
pounds whalllbone, aggregating to eight 1'691161s 5,2r>O 1JlLrrels oil and a3,800 POllbds of oone. A few v_Is erni8ed in
Huw;on n~y aud Cumherland Inlet with fair resullll, Humpbackinj.\" h311 been neglected the past year, II1cept on the
African coast, where the o;atcllCll were unn"ually gOGd,

III sp;orm whaling thll aucce,*, has boon varied, veBoob ha...ing been fortunate in the North A.tlantic, on ChiH .mod
thll nff'8hON grouud, whilo in oUler qllart.6f8 the catch hall b601.1 moderate orqllite small. In the North AtlAntie
"I'Wllordllof 1;1,000 bJ!uela ·of IIJlOrm oil were taken, Ii IlI.fA'er yield than for ma.ny yearll. WhaJu were plenty,.~d

lll...ny v_Ia took larb<e fares. Ou Chili and tht> off-shore> gronud rbe fleet wore very Buece.esfnl. u8ady e:vilr}' (lJJ6
getting au o.l11lS11o.l eMdl, whih, ull New Zealaul1 rile r"'''llltl! have l,e611 rnoocno,te. On I,ho River Plate a few~
did very well. but thl' Illlljority I,ook but Jilll" oil, an,l 011 the Congo River, with two or ~esoeploi.on.;th& .je&t
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hal; done poorly, it being a eUlall ground and overcrowded with veeeels. In thll Indian Ocean we oannot report
anythinj:\' better, there blling too large" 1l6et, and consequentI.y the catch hu.s boon vllry small. There is a growing
tendency oflate yeam for 6bips to congrcgats on sllIaU grounds, in onIer to look for the oil waicll 1!0Jlu,bod~' caught
the previous year, and a persistenco in this course ruIns our best whuJing o!'portullities. The suC"')oS of the \'_18
ill th", Pacific Ocean is largely due to their Ch'lTacter iilld appointm6nh. They are the arll.ak ships of the fleet, have
heen many years iu the service, and conseqnently Lll.ve vastly sUI,6rior o!,portillllties'fm: being well commanded,
(lffiaered, and mann"d. -'

l'or the coming yea.:r th(l whaling fleet will Le dietribut"d abont as follows; North Atlantic, e:o vessels; Congo
Hi,'tir and <10a.st of Africa, 20 vessels; Iudian Ocelln, IG vO!!ads; New Zealauu, ti) vess",l~; Chili and off shore, 2tI
vHssols; Sooloo SOlt,:3 ve.~eds; North Pacific, 20 Yl\I:lIIIelsj Cumuerland Inl",t and HI"lson Bay, 5 Y%Sels.

The number of vessels oxpected to arrivtl at thi9 port tl\e corning yeM' is twonty·two, or which uin" will appar
elltly make good ..·oyag"'s.

Oil and bone haveuBI)u in moderate demand. Sperm oil opened tll6 year a.t $1.60, dcdiued to $1.4'3 ill April, $1.36
ill H,,~', $1.jl5 in the IIUllilller months. ILUfI in tho flllladvaneod to $1.40 per gallon, which was maintain"d to nw clo~e

or th" year. Whale oil opencd at 70 l!onts, d"Clined W 58 cents in the summer and fall months, tlnd in Octol",r ad·
vanced to 70 cents, at wbich prieo the year olosed. HlIlnphaok and South Sea oils Lave corre~pollll('(1 to tI,e pri('e of
vi'hltlc, selling g-enerally at 5 <:ents lei!~ pH gallon. "'-haleboll", frow $1.3<J in .Ianuary, advauccd to $l.tiO ill l"d,rnary,
KI"I $~ in· March, at abont whioh figure it ..",utinned till Dews reached U8 in October of the lo~~ of till; Arctic fleet,
whcn it advaueed to $2.iiO and later to $3.:;0 pM pOUll<I, at which prioo the y~ closed.

TRADE ImVlEW l'Oll 11>77.

RerietD of th~ whak fi8'u,r,V f01' 1877.-The PlloSt year ha<o been fref! from fIl:lpeoilll disalltel'l;, lind th.lre hay" been no
chunp;es in the bUHiu"lIll worth~' of note, except tho continued a<J(litions made to the fleet.

Ship- hnildillg has reVived, amI twelve whaler;;, were huilt dnring 0", .Vellr, it being" now apparent that at the
jlf'·"''llt prices new ,~es.e1a ()lill "be huilt cheaper tlul.ll memhantmen can be all:eretl into whale shil>.'

The I'rellellt whaling fleet is one hundred and "ight.~'·sovenveAA.,]9, a~ni!J8t one hllll,lrt'd :uul so""nty·t..-o January
1, l~n, Olle hundred amI sixty-mu6 ill lil7G, IOtid olle hundred and sixtJ-three inlr175; but, althou~h tbll incwaee ia
llwMly ill tbe ~perrn-whalefleet, the oatch of the past year i" not great6r than for lEi7(), on account of some of the
grounds t.eiug oyercrowdec] with ,'e_Ja. ThE> preflent teodflnc~' bfling to cruise en t.ho~e ~ollnd~ nl'ar..~t horno, 80
tlmt tbe eateWtl~s may he BLipped at the earliE'al; moment., we fiut] in the North a.u<~ South Atlautic O~eanl; It fleBt of
Cllfl huudred Vellgelll, while th" more fn,itful grounds of the Pacifio Oooan, Japan, New Zealand, 9.,,,1 Sool"" Sell. are
almost, neglected. The eonlltll.nt shipments of Bperm oil have been hugely instrumental in redUcing" the prioe to the
pTh~eut figums, which are the lowe~ reoolled for many years, and are mnch below the coat of catching oil, ,",xcepl,ing
tho veRBels that are very fortunattl.

Tb" f""'llltmtillg; of pOl'ttl in order to ship oil is the cause of Ii. large part of the expellilee to which whalillgvoyaWl&
are 1Il1llject, and oce:l.!lions the 10M of officers anti crews. In view of these facts and the low price~ of sperm oil now
ruliu/I:, we underlilaod iltweral of our- merchants haf"e adviiled their ve~8BIIi to rtltain their oil on boa.rd when prulIliblfl,
ftud 110 doubt this oxample ,'rill be followed by othllra.

'fhe North Pacific whaling fleet .W811 very sllccel'lsful the paat Haason. Tbe eatoh was small until S"ptember, when
wha]"" Wtlre found plenty, and large farell were t,aken. Three veesels were lost, and elxteen vellilCls came out wit-h an
averll.goe of 1,Ott.'lIIll.rrols of oi] anu tI,@O ponnds of w.baJebonll. Arctic Whaling is now lIa.feT, beea,,~ of calltion bor
rowed from the n:perience of tho PlloBt. and we h'U8t it will he long befure we rtlCord any nnUllllltllo~&'_in that or~$n.

In Hnd!iOn Bay and CnmberLand [ulet but fuw ve"8<,18 ha.ve erl! .iBod. If; the South At,lantic mallY "perm whale~
on lloCCollnt of tho low price of sperm oil, have tried right wbaling with good SlICC<'AA, tl,,' value of the whalebon"
heing the ehief incentive. Abont a dOOlOen v"""lll~ have crui~etL for humpbaok oil, with good SllCCe><ll, their totill ol1toh
being 5,500 barrols.

In IIperm wba.ling the result.. were v&ried, the oatch in t,he North Atlantic OCllan bcing 13,5OfJ barrels b~· eighty
t.wo vee"els, the largest fare taken for mauy years. TIle 'Ve5llel~ that were ,"'ell pointed wero gl'ollllrally successful, but
~he. presence of 110 large a fleet in oue locali ty wlll 1'e6ult 900n in smaller catches, aud the e1perienco of ten yean! ago
18 hkely to be repeated. .

The 1Ieet on Chili, the olf-shore ground, Now Zealand, and jn the 800100 SelL have to.ken p;ood catoL~. In thfl
80uth Atlant.io vo_le have had fuir lIuceelle, the ftoot beil4: rat·her large, aud in th" India.n Ocean, with t.O(' larj.,'e a
fle,'t, hut little (.i! hllll bellO tAken. At the IlI'escut time not a. veflS<l1 i8 CTlliliing in tbe Western. l'acific O""nn and
?O~loo Sea, a.nd thOll$ excellent gronnds bid fall' to be entirely neglected. L,ngc cat.ohea of ~p"rm oil are lo,,",ollliug
11l1rc'lUe,nt, and it l6 notim,able that during the pa.st year no vessel has obtained 1,000 barrelll, while in l,wviollll
)'eare 8eVtlra! v._l" have generally 6xcooded thllot quantity.

Oils and bone have been in fair detllMJd throughout the year. Sperm oil opened in January at 81.40 pef gallun,
d"clllled to .1.31 in February; $1.28 in March,8L18 hi June, '1.12 in AugUilt, $1.10 in November, and to $1.03 in
n"celU Uat',c1oeing tho yaM !lot $1.0:4, the low6l<t pricM that have ruled f"r more than twenty )·ellrs. Areti" whale oil,
~rolfl 70 cenu in JauntlrY, gradually dcolill.lld to 60 cents in July, at which priCI< it closed t.he Y6ll.r. Humpback and

outb Sea 0118 have roled at.from 510 10 centll pI:lr RalLo.n lellll thuu Arctlo.
Arotif) Whalebone epen.e-d the yeal" ",t $3.50 per pound, tleclining- to $2.,>0 ill Angn-t, alld to about $'2 in Od-ooor,

Closing the year at about the Ill-tror figLlra. Soul.h Sea whal..l",ne hall sohl .. I from $1.25 to $1.7(1 peI pound.

•



160 mSTORY AND METHODS OF TilE }'JSHERIES.

Tltl\.DE 1lJr.,'IEW FOR :ISis,

Ret'imc of the U'~!11e fi~hn'!I.r(W lR78.-The Tf!~ult of the year's 1'usiness l~ far from being satisfactory, the ~tcb8of
the fiMt havh,g lJ~<ln mo,l pr:1H, and thf' prices of oil 10'1'1". Of tho vosscls aniving- during the year a majority had takl'm
too slll411 a qu"n tiry of all to r,·iIll bnrse tfwir co~t. even at higher prices, and those which bwught good VOYlloges nettcld
but lit,tIe profit to thei r "Wllcr~. 'I 'he number of dislUlj;!'rs to the deet MS not b"~n large, good weather having gen
e.rall.r prevnilpd ,'x<:ept in ,f~,~ Nortl, Atlantio Oe",m, wlwc.-" dnd01\" the pa,~t fc'w il'lonth.8, etornu, have been IlnulluaUy
!leVere. TIUlllew Ye~H••l~ a(\,kd r""(1"t,ly lm\'e improv<1tl the r;eueral character and average qualtty of whale shlpll,
but it i", to J'" rel;rett.<ld t,hat so lllany ve~selM in all llDseaworfllY condition fJ,I"(l ~ent, out uI,on whaling voy~.

'I'he whaliog Ike!. ,,/; pn~~etlt ITumb",I"'$ on", lJuudn'(/ ..od dlfht,~-'Bix ~-(\M61~, ag"imrt one l,undro;l and eighty-8(l1'"(D
11 ~'ear ago, aod (lue b"'Hlr'-'ll ann ~~.vellty-two in 1ti77. Tb" i ner"a.... duri ug t bo 1>8.81. four yl'UTB has J'(lsulted in I0geea
t,o tho"", enga'r\""a in th(, hn~ineBB. anel t,he avemge cat()h on the di/rerent grounds has iItleu IlI)llRii>ly diminished, while,
to add to tIll' "xi~tjllg- (]cpr"","ion, tbero bWl ~,'m"ed to be almost .. rivalry M to whom Bha.ll oft<cnOlHt sbip home their
<:>il, ami tl1u~ n.....i~t iII reducing prices aln\udy wo l",,".

Til", re;;nlt" vf "pf;rru wlu.JiJlg.ba,·e Ilot, been elleonrll-ging, WiJ.h /,00 large A flMt on nearly all the ,gronnds, ell,lcbM
have everywhere lJoel.l SIll!1l1, wiJh tbl; exeeption of a few good f"res in the Jfigh latitudfl8 of the North Atlllontitl, and
off l'aiagon iu on ei thor lIide of Cape Hortt. Th" total amount of the <Jak,h reported dUring tIm year ia Beveral thou
sand baH,,11I Ie", tha.n during [""7, aud it i~ evident that with the continn<'Jd lWllrcity l)fwhale~ there mnflt be a large
reduction iu tIm fle.et t,n make lhe \>UlIine~1l profitable,

In rig:ht whalinll:, altlllll,gb the amoilni of oil and llone t,akeu WILS DOt large, the rooult hM been better on aMount
of the nnprecedent,,,l high r,riee of WbllkbollO. Tbf' Arot,ic Ocelin fteet loet Imt one V_I, and averaged 856 barrels
of oil fl,nd 7,3;tZ ponnl1b of whalevoue. Wbal!)~ wcn; Dot 1lo1mudant, but, r.Oll~idech'g tbe Yari<'Jd charnct.,r of the differ·
....ot l'Ma<IOO... it WilT )", ['lw."med that, w!th (jccasi"un! f<,rhl1lRt" yeam, wh 8 ling in that QCeIlU will eQut.!n lIe ti<J be
profitable. SOllth gM right whaliug is attra0tin/!; i"creas<l(1 attention, an,l there i~ no real<on wby the Antarctic
groun~sl~onld 1'01. h~ cornfH'lIC(1 to ,lis\t"r/,(ll t~eir ::.lutlbJ~. ~tor"s ~f wh:lln"onc, We ~:tpe<lt durin/,( the ncJ:t decaue
to see pwlit.a\:>le whallllg gronl.ld8 broll!,ht to l 'ght In the hIgh lat"tuue8 of r,he llOuth, lI,lHl HUCCR·HH reward those who
are pioneer", in the elltl\flH'i~". A nlllllher of wl,al~IH uc(' wint.ering in H'ldoon Ba·y and Cnillherland Inl..t, 5everaJ
of which emilled off G:rMnlao,J for right whll.lf\R ,luring tl,e HUrumer, hut without 8n<I<lflHS, No donbt whale!! will y;,t
VB tak!'n in gnmt, nUlJll'PTI" around Spitzll!!oJ'gen llml NOVJ1 Z"ll.lJJh, WllPJ't' th,-,EngliBh anll Dlltuh Ilbips t.ook !lllclJ IMgll
qUllontitier> of oil and bont' during tbt! <llArl;," {lltJ't of thc preBwl, ,,-eutury, and the fidd nlmai!lB opeu for those who will
~B<lume tbe riHk, MallY VNI••eIB hlt\·t! bMll. hml.lllb"cking during the year on aecount of tbe ul.lnsnll>Uy low price of
Hper", oil, J!,'Hi ho ,"0 IIHlt wit II faic HncceB~,

"'e at<> pleafWd to note an incr"aBf'd trallie 1,..twN," N",~ Bedford and the AzoreB, hnt regret to learn of great"!r
stringency at tho.'>e i~lllndH ill tbe "nforcellient of t.olJ,,,,,,o rell:ulatioll~, ',vhen IIhlp8 a.re detoeted in smnggling it is
Illlt.i n.t th,,~' el,ould Ilay tbl> penalty att,."bed, l"lt it; ..",,·ms a rdlc of b~"g(m" age. to ~Jlbject illofl'en~ive vessel s to a
"igid s"arell for tnl,acc<), and to imp''''''' hl\a..-y nn",. Oil lIud, a. ar" f'lUm1 with SID:11i quantitif'1I in the pOaflesshn of the
erew, j{jr which the iIllUlt"r CIUltlot b~ {WcouuUl;l,l". 1f SUdl :trlJit"r.v IlWw;utt't'l lOre persisted in, <JUr w-halerueo will
!leek otller ports for the tmnll.hillment of their Hi! llnd thf\ J'(wrllit,illg- of their ve~lIllls.

'1'b"", lias I,een no gr,,"t chang<1 iu thO! cou~mnptiUlJ of oil, the nMual qUll.utitiOll hll,\"';I1g been consumed in thia
wuutry aod ill Europ". In S",n Io'tanciaco there IlI'pearo to be an iucre&lle(] dilllland, and a.ll tbil importa.tione through
that V'lrt, lJotb l\perm and whale. fiud a r"a.iy saIl;.

Tlw demanll for "fulrill oil illld wb/l.JelloD!\ baB been good :lJJ.I"Ollghont tbe year, while whaJe oil BMfa! to 116
negleoted.

Sperm oil open,od in Janua.ry at $1,03,. per gallon, declined to 94 cents in April, 86 ce-nM in June, advanced to 90
eelltil io Jllly, and ~l\! eeut/! in Auguet, deelinod to 136 cc.nh in Septemb<:lr, 8'..1. ceIlt~ in October, IIIl.d 80 cena in NOTem
her. and advancAd to g;; centl:! in December, closing the year with ~1 <)el.lt8 otl"ered, with Dn ,""Uerllnnder90 cent8. The
price touched ill l'io,,"eUlber, viz, 80 cent~, WIW the loweijt, known for thirty-five yeu:rl!.

Arct.i<J whale oil "lll;nelJ the year at 6(l cents, gradl\all~· ,leclining to 39 cent<l at the d~. Bouth Sea and humI>
hack oils have \)..'><'0 qnole;! generally at about.5 e,)Ute per gllllou 1l\l\1'l than Arctic.

The price loc whal"bone is without precedent. Opening ihe year at a.bo1li $2 per l'0und for Ar<\tic, it declined
to $1.65 in FebnHlfY, from wWch figure it llteadily a,lvliLnoed, closiD~ in December at $3.25. South·8M whalebone hlIl8
eommanded a.bout twa-t,birds the price of Antk.

Rcf,~rriug to our estimate of import!! for 18~8, it will be f1oon, <:l!lpocia,lly ill eperm oil, that our ealcnlatione were
correct, the pl'",lictinuR of i1eal<lrs and corroRpondenu in neighboring cities to the C<lntrary Dotwitbatanding. We
lind it more diffl(!1lJt. tb~R T1~<l1l1 to ewculata lohe im,<ol1:&ti"n lor'I879, 88 the expl'a'l~<Jddetermination <If many of tmr
ruerc.bnnte to t-etain sperm and whale oil on hoard their V_III, because of theloVl' price 0.1. home, maypotlSibly J'I'I8nl;;
in redUcing the iluport&t~on bei<.,w our p,~timate6. At the elO8fl of 1818 1ihil quantity of IIperm oil landed at the AzoT'lle
lUlU iu transit was about th(l 8lUlle liS a year ago, vb, nllQtly 4,000 bllrrela. The import; of wblllil oil tor 1879 "Will be
lower than In =y previuul :Fear, Oil lUlcount crt thfleft1e at Sa.lll":tanfliBoo of about one-balf of the catch of tbll Arctic
lIeet.

TltADE REVIEW Jl'OR 1l!7U.

~ 0/ tAt! w1uJ;t~ fisAwy!<w lIi79.-The Pl\Elt yeaJ' lias not been m&I'ked with a7J.y unnsnaI~ lI%oept the
low pri~eIl of oil that have prevailed. Moro than ~hll oI'dillary number of dih8ten hu 006uued, but no ll6ti01l8
call1rui:y~ ovcrtak~D any special portion of the flee;;. Of the arrhllolll, sev6ral bave taken pod~ of Qil, blI'
tllll ~\lnty h~vll dOU6 poorly. . .

. , r;O:
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Tho continned depre88ion in whaling illtere~ts has ILt lCllllj,b J.,cell ~,hecked by tll" rl'tirl'm')11t of 11 large number of
YP~~\IB, now lying o-t our whaJ'''es, nllaisted by tho genoral reviyaJ or husiulOB/< throngllOut th.) country, aUfI Jt is possj·
',I" that, wit,h a moderate number of vessels <)u}!;age<l whaling may again LtlcowtJ 1airly profitaLle:

Tno lUlilineSB, hj,wever, Is subject t,o Ilmu).' ooriollo drawbacks, """HI of which, jf not correct.ed, \,i(1 fair to illipair
it,~ SlIceesf3.. enief among theH\) are thll influenct'.B at t110~ lIOns wheN) "Ilicers ami crews nro COll8hmt,ly JelLying Ves·

",,]~, ciwsill~ a large expen~e in ["pllLcing them, and /h<l frequeue).· with which offic",rs 'Jl'''' .ent, ont to join shipH durin;.;:
Ih~,1r ....,;"ya1l:el'l indicate" that, tll" "outtolor a wha.loouip iB <:>1>ly tf) It limiw,\ ",~"tR\lt in the ba.n.cl:r. of it" <:lWi;cya. B~

1mited acti(JO among our lll<lrchalli. it i. p08~ible toO cbeck tbC8B disorder.., II ,,<1 prMpct t hemscIve" again.t, th, lO!;<l"~

occllJlioned by wholosale desertion from whaling ve'lllt:ll<, wbioh iR (,00 often foster"d by 1,\10R<I who are in dnty bound
to lOCt otherwilltl. Sail Fmn.ciacQ lleing a lion of di.lllllJarg'l, tile ll.bove wonld not, fLV{lly to the Arctic whalera visiting
tlUlt, port.

The preRent whAling dellt cOlll!iHt6 of one hundred und sevcnty-eight YOO!le).~, against f)ne hund red anu eighty-six a
YNlr ago, one hnndred and eighty4;(\yen in 1878, and olle hrtndre(t.and l«lventy.two in 1877, showing a eonsi<l"rabl"
net increase during the PllIlt few year!;,

Slwrm whaling ba.s not beeu att.tlnded with grBltt SUCCORS, the whlloles being soarce on nearly everr grmmd, owing
10 the sizo of the fleet. No vor.,· large catcbe;, havo bt'ou obtained, the beat far()~, perbal'-", haviug: beon taken in tb',
South Allnnt,ie, oil' the eo&~t of Africa.

Ri;:ht Idulling bas ~i(llde(l betler result.., tho Al"<)t,ic lIeet 8vel"aging 9,,1 barre]~ of oil :loud 11,1l00 pOlln<ls of whale
bone, th" IJCot exhibit for mallY y,-,urH. One veSl!el wa" lost, and two othcrH lLm 8uppo~\)d to bll frO~6n in tho ice.
E""11 suoulil tbese ~e~eu.1", lost ilO apprt,u"u~ionsan' felt f(>t the Rafety of nHlM on boaro, w; th.\\" aru (",mrnanoed
h)' ~xp"riellcerlArctio 11avigatolli.. who nre t'qnal to almost, allY emergcnc.r, antI t.he ll&lr preBenoe of th(, explorinJ{
steamol' Jeanudte iJolall GdrlJtioual ~ltfegllal'd. Iu the South Atlantic the fleet, 100t whh fair suce,'ss, &Il di,] alw flOm"
1):[ "he, v~l)l~ in Hmooll B:tS and that "Vicinity. Hnmpbacldllg haR been fnllfJweU ~ith a'lmag", sm)<\e~, ami ill at
pl'eMJut iu bettt'r favur on ll,{:eonnt, of the higll price of the all. The price of whaJelJone hlUl i'tirnuJatad both nort,hBTn
aud southern right whaling, of wlduh man~~ "es~els have availed therr'selYea 1,(> thcir advantagb during the continued
~e"rcit~, oferwrm whale~.

The f1xl'0rt of 8IlBrm oil l,"s fl111 ..n ofr n'B pa.../ .y..ar, prillcilJally owiul\" tu t.lw large parch:r.."c>I tile previous .year,
lti79 opening in Engiand witb 11 stock 0[20,000 L:1frds MHI about 7,00'0 batte-Is theu lu"ing in transit. Of the 35,000
loarrds ustiwll.t,ed to aITi".., Ihe coming y<!o.r, it i~ prol,:oblo the gn'ater pnrtion will ha need.>ll for bome oouljumptio[l.
HU'"l:ll; U:w faU, wb"u the IJricc remlloiIlml at 71 ceutR "per gallon, ODt manufae'turers pl,~ba~tl. fre",ly, it, being "V~y

,-,·jil"nt tbat it mllf!1; adVMwe iu 8yIl1IJatb",· with otber mereb:J.lldillc, ",nd tb"y were rewarded for their ent.erprise by
l'lrg..ly in('.renAed sales to eoll.,lllleN ll.·t baUer rates.

SpeJ"m oil 0lleued tlw, jle\l.r at 00 ceiiW ~r g~ihm, adYo.lle~ to 94. ",<'ntl!; ill J,'d\rl.l""J"Y, 1C\1\\ from tho.t time g<:adull.l1j'
d,·clinorl to 70 cents itl September, re-ruaining at tho"" tigur'ls <luring that mouth and thruugh October, advancing il.]
X""eu,her to $1 and CIQBM the year ",ith o:!fer/; at an ll<lvauce on the laUe',r ugllm, holder.., howe.'l'f'r, asking from $1.05
to .131.10. Pros..nf prospects .'oint tl} a gradual advaUfJe during the Y"llT, and"", it haol'"ell pro"l'lcl that the oil oannot
he proiluced at a Ir~1l CObt than $1.25 pllr gallun, owing to the Iw>\vyadvance in the C(lSJ. of ontfit~, ownerll of vll!llIllls
arrh'ing will not in<:lline to scud them tOile!> ILgain nnle~1l they art' confident a payillg l'riel\ eun be obtaiued.

Thn present stock, eon.i~t,ingof ubout W,OOO llarrels, :II portion of which is of inferior (JUi.Uty and Ull8uital.>lo for
export, is pJ'oha,bly llufficient. to supply the dOilllLUd nntn tlle De",· oil COmlllp.uCell arri .. ing in }fay, 1lOiu,ll; at a l.eriod
mthBr later than usual.

Arctic whale oil OpeIltlU tile yellJ' at 38 to 40 centll pet' gallon, at which figures it remained until OctOber, "When D

gradual atlvauc6 in oils hal'iJlg t&ken plaoo, quotations gradnally roRt" to 55 'iiJ CO cents at the clOHO of the year, tbBl'tl
being DO IItO<lk on h3Ild exoept SOUl" lots that- have romllined on our whaf'C6 lOany years.

South Sea and humpba.ck oil opuned in Jnnnary at, :35 cent" per galion, declined to 3:.l couto iu June, ,li(mdnally
ro.'!/l to 40 eents in October, to 50 cente in Kovember, Ilond 59 "",nts in DMmubel', elo~lng the ;I','lL1' at t.he latt-er fign:re,
a m"~t gratifying fact after the daprellRion of tbo l~f4t two yp..am.

Arctic wlullebone from $3.21". per pound in JanllaI'j', dediDed to Ij;! in lIIlLrcb, '2.50 in Jnm', $2 in Sell/ember, and
t<l $1.00 iu NO"Vflmber, advancing in December to $2-~, at whicb pricc Pll.1'ClH.»Il~ could 1lUt ~>C Qlfuct61l fit t,he close of
the year. South Sea whalebone frow ahout t-3.l\Oper pound in Jannary, <lMJille<l to $1.'10 ill June, St.Win Septem~r,

and then advanced, closing the year with qIee at $1.90 per pound.
Rtlfuninll'; to() 0t\'t I'stimau. 0fim:port.; fl)1' the "pallt :l't'>lU', 0lU' ealenl;ii~()ns WH~ NWrNlt a:; regards l"pl'rm and wh\\lt't

(IiI. The iOlJ!Ortatilm of whalebone elightlyeXceedll onr limit-, it bIIing difficult to foresee tb~ succellS of the Antic
tleet.

TlI:ADE RF.VIHW FOR 18S0.

RIiVimo oft~ 1t7hlllttfl8hery for l8I:W.-The year lBBO will be long remembered 1\06 Q, remarkable period in the hneinflS8
enteq,riae8 {If the C01\ntry, lind although the wave of prosperity tba.!- hno! ,.wept over iJ:w UnitRd StateR hltoR not
1'1a.ee-d whaling intete8ts in a. profitable po;Iition, we cherish the hope they may yet lHi benefited.

The bnsiullM hQ:8 been,to tI. oeri&in ext.mt, ohang<!d dllring f,ha pllilt two or three yeaN! by the eODsta-n t retircuJen t
of veeeclll, of 'Whillh twenty-eight now lio at Gill' whM'Ve8 nnlla few otbetll have bflfln lI(Ild. Of the nnmber to arrive
the P~tyearm:an.y..wiU 1Nlretir6d, and the. Hoot bldll fair to be much redue"d. Right whll>ling ig DOW the order
Ilftll11 tl.y,~ lupn)tipelit.eappear better tbtln o.atohlng of IIpenn oil at preMnt prlcee, anolf t,he spenn whales are
neg;1eetoo: 1\>1' tI. time,. "'lin know,. bnt ttiat we IIhall lind them 3fler II while as abundant, lLI'l '" few years "lUGe.
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Larg6 f'tres of whale oil an, lll(m, ea.sily tl%ken than of ~1'..nlJ, and ilK' l'll~in{,~5 is (If 11 mort' liy(,lyand exciting
nsf,uN, wb il.. 1.b.e llRlH.1 big], pric<l uf w halchone mllk~s it 1ll0l"l' pl'oii t.able. MilS suce·eas attend tho effort~ of th" minty

vesBels who are t" {"How j,Lut Ll'>\llC/l ,,{tilfl ji~!lCrr d1uiug til,. Jlre~"ut uno! COUliu!: Y\'l~rB~

Our }m'&'ut, /l""t.llU1l1U~1" 177 V'~H.'leh at, B"ll nnd in I,mt., aguillHt 17t\ la~t. year, tt!o in 187ll, an,lli'7 in 1878.
Sperm wl' ..liDI; IJIl~ not h('Cli '; ~llCCMS, v"E'of'el~ ilJ tbe North Athult.ic Illakln/i a fair nvent).;'" nwl !.hooo <m Riv",.

PI at" aud Trisllm duing p()orl~', I'i bil" on the Cfl1I.St of AfriClL l'l1tcbl's wen; good, and SOllie VCS~dR took large fares.
On New Zealau~l tl,e JJnot Illf\!., with poor su~·ceij". 0X0,'pting ou<' vl's,"""l. lLnd nIl Cllili "ptlTJH whall's were 'lot, sn nbuD
.1allt a.s ii,nuerJ~'. Near O"I;ipllgO. hland fl,Ufl vidnit~, two ves,*,l" .Ii,l well, awl th" Iuuian Ocean "nu )«'W Holland
were entirel~' lu;glectrd. The cm,tiuuen low 'Pri"" for Fperlll oil lLnd the "Carl',} Iy of whales lmvc dis0ourage.,1 many
who lJaw loug f()IIOWeil Ihit; lwmclJ, amilhe ~"lC~e's 01' rigllt lFll/<J<:;rs 1wlu""" tlwm to cll'~.tlge t(j t1/lit ~'hic1J ("PP<OIH'B
mOl'('II"emOlleratiyc.

Right wbaling !Jas ~'ie1d...,rl. gonad result.", 11\ the Aretic Oc<\an whales were v,'r~' abullda.nt, llnd Ul<' qlll1lltities of
oil taken were 1JlIIiTc>1 h... 1lw "iz<' or 1,11.1' vessel$ Ilnd the nnmhn \Jf ca.sks. "lie /let',1 ~.vcrag-ing 1.400 Imrrc)F "f oil (I,wI
2";),000 pounds of wl"Jlc,t,'J1lC, hciug iho haw1i;(ljl\cst return for IUl>Uj" y ..a·r_~. :-.in Il'aC('K wc.n, f"UMI or t1l" 1.\\"1.' whaleT~

mi~sing the yca~ previ(ln.~. In the tl:i{fert))lt soul.uerll oee3.n~ ]·igI1f. ,>:!wJit1;! wa~ prn~<'(,nj,~,l (')' a. J:n'!v nUIllLn- "fve~..
Bl'lS with ..-nryiDg ';llCc..'''K, 1\1H1 (laring th.o "LI\llmer !:Irgc ca\(,b,·~ of Ilrlll\pl,:tck Wf,r<J lIIH11tl on tbo coa~tF of Soulh
A "',.,xi"a ;,wI] Aii-.'"", tlw hj;,:b l,rj,·" COJJl!.'lIJ""d wjjh 011,1.1" olb ~i,inlllJ<J i ill!; flJl1TIJ' j" that ,l ;,.,'C't,)pn.

SI""rm nil opene!l tI,e y""u' f,t $1 l'c~ >:,,,lIon, a<!\,an(',eu t.o $\.07 in M"rdl, .kdlt",,1 to $1.04 ill MuS. al,d to iS7
c,mTs in ,hll~'; 11,lvalle,'u to no CPlllS ill Augl1~t, to DJ "eotH in Sq'telllher, and tn \I>'; ',,'nt, ill O<;f.olJcr, do~in![ j;be year
ut, tb,' lat,ler lignTe. Tho l;tock of ".rllue oil in hlLml" uf importers, mannfactlll'er~,alld otl",r~, l,oj·h in Enrope and thil<
Ml1utQ', iH mucll Ie~~ t-han at thiB time la-at y"lIJ\ The qHlmtity ,,-!lout. i.~ 4,[;01) barr"l!; ]..~~,

Tu" c<)J)8umptioli of sporm oil lIlY< IJeen fully eq aal 1.,0 tlm/. of the, past tl,lY ;')<11'8, 'tntl IJ<Jff>;i Illy l!OIlHJ wJ1M in"relJSlld,
alJu ill Europ" it- is cxp('etei! the figUn'8 when recoiveu will ~bow that the COllFUIuption there was nearly if not quite
nl' io the ","crug" ofpre..-ions y<:,nr~.

Aretic whal" oil "pene<l the ~'ear at 60 cenis per gfl.llon, dedincd to ,,0 c"uh ill April, nUll to 46 cent!> in Mll.y,
advunced to :1[) ccut!! in A1IgUBt, nu[l doelim"l to :,U cents at, t,he cl(J~o of til" yeltr. g'mth S~a lLnd hnrupba..ck oil" IJll.ve
80M at- from 2 to 3 cent~ IC3Il l}er gallon than Molk.

Arctic wllllJeLone wu>'! at $2.251'er p<lllntl ill .lnunal'~·, of2 in i\fa.\",. ahd $2.:W in Jlme, ndvanc.,d further to $2.50 iu
August, but declim,d in No-vembel' to $L3D, c1o~ing n,o S'lur at lhat figure, the IlCtLvy catch wea,koning the market.
Tbe prjVi' of .tWuth Sea wbaJolmoe hilS nJJeil at nl>Oflt 2-i) (le·Jail pOl' l'OllUOl )"s~ tban Amtjc.

The Oil, Pai.nt, Ilnd Drng Repurter, of No"embel' 23, 1881, gi veE! the folio win g int~resting'review
of the whale fishery in an artic~e entitled "'Vhale and li<penn oih;" :

The a.ppearance of lar~e bodi"s of whal~ in the Atlantic along the Unitcd StateB coa~t. (luring t,be tllillllner lLnl1
up to a "I\ry mClOlnt date hlt131l.l1ggetlt,,(l t.be l>oHsihility (If reHurning 0l'crationH on the gtound IJ.haIldbncd years ago. The
rell800, ptl'llupa, that t.he preRence of thQ~p 'whall)!' bUt> nOT, at,t,TllCTeu more ait{)ntioll iB that thcy belong to tbo hUillp"
b:u:k [mOBtl~" fiullllek1 ~peelt8, which l'rodneo no 'V\'hll;]ehone, 11>",1 therefore ate not a 1,mfltll.ble "akh except in times
of Jligh pl·iees. The tJll ly tlelll(lnf<trntiou~that .have l'oeu f1HlJ" ag&inst tlwU1 S'o far bave ""Oll tho shoot.ing efa few in
Provincetown Harbor, MassachWlelts, (I,nd the fitting 0111.. of a H<:-!looner from that llort. Thit> veB~el cruiHml along the
<;('ll8t of Maine dnriug the summer and took a1.lOut 11)0 or luO barm]" 111lm"lJack 011. Thi~ IClInlt WllK not- sufficient,ly
alluring to induce otherll to follow t.he e::u.mple of t.h., owner.o of the Kcbo""er, i,l.ough we believo llo menhaden Rteamer
,lid crul!\O in tlJo neighborhood of Bl (lek hland for a. time witho 11 t mAking n haul. Tho recan t appearaD(~ of a large
IlChool of "lJeTID whales in lhe Mirldlp Atlt\ntk, }Jowe"er, SUgg1l6t~ the i.l,,1lo that t1le whaJiuj:( industry lJnght be profit
nbly reviveAi in theee wat-en at DO dist.aut· day. There are mllny eOllsido>ratiolls to be tah'u int,o accollnL before such
a Vtmture ()ouM 00 mIMe, th& most iIDporUmt of whi<'!1 lire the prioo~ that can be "bt"iJfea fitl' the (lil. Since tbe time
when wllale aDl1 "penn oils began to be eUIlI,J8,nted by cheaper illnminating and lnllrica,ting oihi, the whale fisheric8
!lllove been, naturally, OJI the deereaae, all the re~ult of competition hlL8 beon t.o force prioos down to a polnt baTely
covering thl] cost. flf catching. The cost of eatching sp<"rtn oil hrgely depends, of cour8e, upon the price of lllobor jl,t

the pOTt, where tb~' vC811el is fitted out and the cost of sueh fitting ont, an impflrt.ant article of which 18 the ptovooon,
whieh, {or lL long vOY!loge, !!Ineh llfI is now madll, is composed la:rgely of suit pOTk, beef, and enDned goods, The IOWfl!It
prioes at which "perm oil can now be Jaill dowu in New Btdford is YariOl1sl.>' eet,imated ai, 90 to 95 eents per gallon,
which lit the 1ICf<1, priCN' a.t bre./ll'nf. ollt-ajnaLln for pxpnrt or hl>me N>tj&UmpUml. J8fJVt;/j /}, T"e~J' aIDlI.ll mQTgin of profit w
the whalemen. The profitt! in right-wlnde oil uBhing I'Ll'e largely dCI'endentnpon Il, frrnk of faljhion. At fitllt sight
snch lL statement might seem MDlewblLi ludierolla to tIle ordinary read~T, tmt ncvertheless tbe c1Uluge in the mode of
female attire plays an important part in the mal'ket rates e{ whale oil. If it is the fashion to wearlJluch whalebone
in artlcl611 of dre.ss, then the demand for thllot article becomell of such iUl}loltan(l(l that the whal(Jocatcher derivllIl a
suhlcioot pro6t from its aide TO render thc price of oil a. ·mutl.er of 8ecoDdary iUlporlance. But it wnuld requi~ IW
enOl'IDOm demand for whalehone te do aWIlY with the neeoaaity (If obtA.iuing I!Omething. fOt the Oil, /lo,l a1tho~gh th.l
fashion in dI'68lI 1M a number ef yetml Pllllt h:J<l 1eqIliroo the BllDualnse of immen.w ljU1lJltlti88 of w1JsJeoone, still this
h&ll not b.,001- anffielent to keep the whaling industry from going into a doolln6, bectl,U&e Q. sntlioient return .eould not be
had. for the oil. As apeim olllwl 1:0 depend upon itllown IDerita, th" sperm wha1<lyil'llding no other Ya.luahloptodtlllt,
iw I,lompetit.ion with other oilll basllOlt'ioUllly detradcd from its importance, llolld.t 'l;b6 Ilame time J:fldlleedtihllPt?fit&
.J,th".lwl1l1trr to e. r()int~ 6ll we 831[) !l'liovt', l\. little lOOl'<' than bnlf the c,ast of catching. • • •
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Thf> ltunual report of the. New Yol"!c Chamber of Oommtlree for IBr>B, in commentillg npon the condition of the
whale fisheriM during that ye&J', says:

"The p~pect"l for the coming ycar are f/lor from flattering, but npon tlul whole, perhaps not 1e/lEl enr.onraging th..ll
at. tl,,,, commencement of thf' yf'l&r thllt h1l8 now plll....",d. 'rbere will, from prefl6nt appearances, be a further diminu~

r.ion of vesllel~ mnployed iu the f1e-et, amI wIth a diruinisned compotition the husi n eS/l may again regain .. health,·
Rtute. Oth",r tieldR of enterprillfl now oJl'flned. and opening prBllBnt h"tter opportnniti&l for :iDvestmellt thltn ar'" now
n/fered in the whale f,shery."

It was atWllt tIlis time tlmt potruleum oils for illuminating and lulllicatin~ purposes were oegitllling to attract
!ittoution,lmt tht';\' had not yet attained mnch commenial importlUl()e. The eame authority quoted a"hove, in Us
n'v;,'w of the industry for the y,'ar 1861, says:

"The averagl; price of whalo oil hll,s bp-e!1 aomething more tban [j cents per ga.llon leM than the year 1860. Thii'
h~~ '\'~"n {>w illg "to the \nio"ouuctiOl' of piltrohmm ano keI'OBePb olJ~, which have in D grna.t mea>;m'e taken tho place of
"hllJe oil for illurninatlng pnrpoOle~."

The firllt of h~'drOClirboll lllbrieatingoilllwa~produced at Mecca, Ohio. It is nndo\lbt..dl~' the best oil of ita claes
0,.,.,1' put on the market; but, Ilufortunatd.\\ it did not 13llt, ann it is now aImOllt forgot,tcn. Small qllll,ntities of it are
"' ill produced by s&lul pump_, I>nd tlnelll' rea.d~· !llll" at the wells at $40 per harrul. It was a natural oil, and wben it firet
aPJwll,r8d on the market Wll.R of »hout :!6 gnwity. III IBr>t\ 1)1" 1868, West Virginia natural oill< firet be~an t,o attract
1Ltc aHentioll of the nil trade. Tl",y were oot,a;Il('.<] mO'itl~' from sball 0 '" wells ",nd wone from 27 to 2R gravit,~·. Their
3.·11}"'·ll.~'''n.<:.e \}'>\ tile IDl\.Tk"t ba<1 a· ~t.'ry l\l;J:iou\,; dr~.t un the I'\&le {'If wba.le uil, f\}'l" th\\ J:\lilroa..\\ eOmIYol;n;;"", wbo ha.d 'Pre,
viou~]y taken the lw,ttot" for lubricating pllrpm.eR, owing to the high cost of sperm oil, readily took the mineral oils,t
good I'rices, oue road paying lt~ high aB $1 per gallon for it. The result was that whale oil steadily dt'clinoo from
$1.2"' per ga,l]ou to about, 70 ('cutH, \lml it bAA never sinee (with the excelltion of a short time in 1869) got beyond that
point. Thc Weat Virj:\'inja oils havo doteriornMd IIOmewhat sinCll then, and pricI)!I are, of (JOurse, mnch lower. 'The
~Lallow wells are nurlf all exhausted, and tLo OUll now produced run from 3:1 to 40 gravity, thongh a sma.ll pe:rcent
agB ofni] of a SlOtlciuo gravity M h<'avy as 2\l degrf'f'R is Rti1lobtained. From the tiooe of the introduotion of tho h~'dr,,

ca.rboll oils,thEl importance of th'l products oft,llll wbalo haa steadily declined, and thus onl) of thl) ll.rgest industries of
th" United States has sunk, eOlupllrlltiveiy sp6ll.kil1g, into insiguifleance. B)' tbe end of 1859 it b,,~&n 'to be apparent
tlmt, the bu~ine9ll had euti",'ly lost its former prest.ige, and "er~ dlseol1ragiDI\ view9 of the future were entcrtuJue<l.
From fb review pul>ll<lhed at tIle beginning of lSil we extract the followiug:

"The year 1870, Ilk(1 its predeceRBor, ha13 been ontl of poor returns to those engaged in the whale :filIber~'. The
prir;e~ uf our 9t.aplu, which at the opening were considered unrcmuner&tive, steadily declined throughout thll year,
do~in/; Ilt the lowest quotation of any yell,r since 1861. Tho declin" in sperm oil 'Wiloft owing to the limited <,onenmp
tifln of the al"ticle, tog"thn with a.larg.. stook on hand at the bep;inning of th., year, aud the uuexpected larl{6 imllOrt,
boing about 10,DOO barrels ill execs/< of the estimate for the year, while whalo oil and whalebone were similarly affected
by th" introduotion largely uf cotton-seed oillWd a cl~d foreign market, oaUJ>ed by the Eurol19Ml war, to which Wll

""Port lRrgely, eepecialll' of bone. We uow that while t..he importation of Be,.l oil hM beeu restricted by a higher
t,3,riff, tllat eotWn-9(,,,d oil ha9 _teppell iuto i1.<l place, aud claiIlls it,A IIhare of <Jon"nmption, whioh is by no ruean" limited,
'iTJ,(l{)() bllITels, it iil ..stimate<l, ltllviug been lllarketeil the present year. • • • Our merohant" do not look upon the
future of whaling with encouragllmeni" lOud seeUl di~po!l6d to tlistrust it as to its pecuniJU'Y resuUs, indncp-d more by
extrllllcous causcs tllllon inherent., having to add to the liet of its oompetitol"l:l !ard, petrolenm, fl,nd M'a.] oil, that of cot.
ton.""ed oil, said hy itillldvl).()ates to be l'ut in it.s infan(ly."

The imj'ortanco of tl1e cornpeti tinn with cotton-8eed flil WlV! not oVllreetima,t.ed, all btl8 belln prscticslly demollHtmtr-<l
"iuee. Fish oil aJlI() has aMumed au important plMll among the list of compatiwrs. It is not n.~tonillhiIlR, in view of
all the eireumstances, th~t the whale fi!:ihery ~hould have cea.llen to exert an important intiue\lCo upon the commerce
of the country; bnt It has l{'.ft many evid....tHl89 of it'l fflrmer glory behind. Along our coast aro 11 nuwber of l,ort·,;
once tt'eming with life :J,ud lWtlvity, their inhabitant~ nearly all idontified, ill one wILy or another, with what WM

then one of the most remunerative illduHtrie~of t,he United St&tell. Now theM ports are llileut aUfl dflAerted; their
ou,,'" bURy wharve... are .,-ooant and fallen into decay; their lItrect.~ 1I,ro WMS'g1"0Wn, a.n,] most of their iuh"bitant6
have long since departed. In plaee of the numerons harbors affording shelter for the large fieet of wbll.llll'll, oue Of
t,wo porta now snffice to ahelrer them slt

Wllat poseihilitiell there mlly be fur a revival of the former greatneHll of the illdnstIJ' romainll for the futuro to
"i\\w",; I.ll't f>O f'ir as the immediate tutnre lJ! conoorned there lO6ems to l,e no good reMon t.o believe tbat rurl;her ,terre
cilition in the "lllnt'o ot whd.. or sperm oil will oceur. PrieM hav," at 11lo11t touched "rook-hottom," aDd there liroDO\\'"
iDI1ioation~ of improvomeut. Foreign OOD~llmersmauif@gt l~ stron~ prejudice in favor of these 8tavlee, and AH IOll~ a~
the-yo can be obtained at a reasonable price, all export ontlot i~ liseUred. With regard to the home IlOnRuruptiuu, it i~
~mpOll'!ible, nnle!lOl the production of mineral (JUs iiliould greatly dcore&86, that it can ever aga.in attaln l,b" prominene"
lt oooe enJoyed. Th6 hydroearbOll oil~, which at nmt BBriously interfilred with the conenmption of whale Jl.Ild sperm,
new help it, as mauy of the m.a.nnfantnred mmllI"ll.]lubriea.tlng oils oontain more or 16M of thell6 produ"tH which are
used w give body and Weight to the lnbricants. In 1ihiIl way, 1It180, a certaillontlet is _Ul'f'd. • • •

. A fac1;Qr hi .the whale-oil tn.de, which promifUlll to attain eomb prominence in the futnl"tl, il;l thl!" ehipmant of oil b~
Tall (rom ,san hanoiac,(l by tank eA.1'II. 'fhe projeet Willi flt'l;lt made known lallt fall lit the cloflt\ of the whaliug
8ea8on, bntdidnOt m&ke muoh headway. Thie year it WM renewed, bnho far IlaAwet with little "ncee86, apart from
ftJ::~g .. depJ8llllinghitinenoo O'plm the ElII:I1Jf!rn markets. So far 38 Wll can If!llom th6l'(l is not much oil to come that
""!"y, ~6 bulk of th6 (lllttoh being 8hipptld. in the uwal manner. It ie likely that 5,000 to 8,000 barrels wm bf
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Iu~rketed in San Franci~co,ana part of t,his may find it~ way East hy tallk cars. Some of thill haa already been sold,
but it is impossible to T.ell how mlldl. Oil its way to tbe East its arrival at different pOints on the route 1I118 been
telegraph-,l. here, anrllHwh infoflll..tion has usually bl\l:ln taken as indicating II )l"W aale.

The followiug reviews for 1881, 1882, 1883, alld 1884 are 11...- Messrs. 1, U. Bartlett & SOilS, of
:New Bedford:

'fRADE REVU:W i'OR 1881.

B8I!iOlO of tlw wh."If, ji.hay f"r li::i81.-The ~'l'lI·r haa heeD g",n",raJ J~' (ro(, of dis"at'lra, only four vessels having be·en
1000t. Otherwise, that'. Jl:t' Ilft'1\ II" ~Iu'eial feMIlT'" of not". Aretk wll:.li llg hag y ieJ([(I,1 gowd retllTnB, w hilo sperm oi I
has not l",en fouwl abUo<t:lHt. Tile UIO"1. of tht' Toyag"" c10Rfld d \I rl11g tl'" ;rear wen' """.cesBful, a,ud tbe outlook for
the future woul(1 he "'nod if b<:tter prices ('ould he ol,t.aiued, and tll" 111l~ines-~ reli,well 01' till". many 'llogs and hill.
dX;lmws wbich h~\"l' for m'lll,- 'yean 0l'l'rooaed United States ~hir!,illg, awl whieb IIaVe been "0 (1,1,]., set fortII in tbe

1'e,-,ell't repart of tI"., """",,1110' UI'I'"int,,<1 IIJ· tim Now Yark Chawl",r af Comtrwrt"J. Pl'Oiniw.lut [ea.·tu"-'8 in l.l">ft
1'''lJOrt, wcre, tlw l'H,Ulletlt of till'"e montllH' wug"~ tn di""h!trged sea.meu, libW eXRnted b~' 1>0 other nation, and thl'l
l'rot,b,tiol1 granted to ,k.'l,·,-t.,']', hy eouHuJar Rllthorities and foreigu n"VI'rJUll')Ut'".

The Jl [-e""11 t \"; hal iI';! th'"I, unm I.Jer" one hund.ell and ~ixt.:y"Oll" v,,~,(,h. agaill~t uiJO hnlldred uud bevellty,slW"U a
~-~~ar agv! .[1 n~dlH:: 1ol.l of .-jixb~~·lL

Spt"~nH '\'h:lllug coui.iU.lU:~:-;' t.~) <!I'onp, and 1{E)aeelA IH1ve· g-el1era.lly hnd 1m t nlodertth~ ~ncc.~...,_"l, lhose. on th.e- African
"Ol<ill, alal 0)' Chill haviug lUad" th" IltrgeBt c30tches, WIlib) ill oth,,!' qllarkr~ the ~·,'ar'!j w""k l,as oe"[1 !jnll<lJ.

Hig'llT, wl,,,liug ha" lwell 'Ile<:tlssfulty pro,c<:utcd. The Arctic fll'et tovk good fan's nr hi) amI hOIH', liS onr tables
wiJl ~ll("" ....·"'"l"'ratiuv; I,ho"", who invested tb6" ca.pital li;uU Jabor in that. uitcction, lJut, we ~adly ret.otd tbe
l"'i<l"l'('" lu,li"Mill;; t.here is JlO hope offimling ultve tIll' crew80f th"twQ whalers thaI. were ic..-boUll(I t.wo y"ar8 sineo.
\V" !low,W"1' "'"!,,ow,' the lie.ws nf the safety (If a purl. ur IllJ v( t!.w J"auueT.tle,'" eomplJn~·, HUll fluth"r t,idillAs of them
is nnw duily OXl'eded.

The r,rie., (If sperm oil in JalJuary last WaHllOIlJ;n:llly 98 C"ll[> Il ..,·r gaIJo", bnt uwill!-\" til H:t<.' ilI1ml'n~ atock on hand
saJ,," "ould no!. ll""e l>~e': efleet",d to allY extent at over c~, tl' 00 ccnt,>. Tbe price ,J.,c\illeu I." 80 ,;ents in May and
Jlll\e, l'OB" to ~.!i c"uts in Jnl.\" aud graduallyadvau"",l till it reiwlll'o 0'-, ceuts in October, at which price it cl<}~ed

the ~'t'a", with Wme B",le~ iu the latteJl part ut a ~light, ailvanm; on that. tigur<!. The inC:llIJU~ of ~tock that ball for so
loug a T,itlltJ weiglwd lik" lL wet 1,1:luket 011 our aperlll-wlmlillg inj,ere~ts ha~ now been reulO,'cd, ami no mariuer
rcturniug' from a f('IH y,'urb' voyagl'l ever l"Iilml ",ith more s..Usfaatioll the Might of his home port, than QO our IIlIlr·
nbalJt~ tlH' eonteml'lat ion of th.. fad 1hat t,h<:> ~tock of ~1'(Tnl oil for tb!; w holo of th!; pr",~"nt y"ar will be less in
'1na.ntity l.hltll the eonsnmption of the last.

",tbaI<' oil opened the yN~r at. 4H cent!:! Imr g"llon for Anl,ie, droPlltld temporarily to 45 Mnt.. in May, advanced in
JnnlJ aml.July to 55 "lmt~, aUII .mutlnned at, about that figure tIle remainder of the year, cl\'lling at fi3 cents, Hump
bac.k anu Sonth Sca uiJs hav!; rlllcd ut abol1t 3 "(jnt~ pc-r gan"h lc~~.

Tbl\ prle!; of whal.,bone opelled the year at $1.:,0 per pound, Ild~'ancinlt!K>Outo $1.7.) t(o $1.90, and continuing at
about these figure" nutil fall, eloshlg the y..ar at it\l.40. Sonth Sea l,one has !<Old for abollt \/0 cents per pound Ie&!.

TRADE REVIEW FOIt 1S82.

Revimr of Ihelvhalvj!6hP.r!lf()"1&'-2.~Thtly,,!\;rjustclosl'd hilS beeLl without fl\at,llnlS ofspooial note. Severnl veMllla
hlwe been Jost o.,t St... , 11l0stl~' in (l ilfere.ll t locali tie~, t,he only JOlI<! of lifl\ being the of\i(l{'.rs and crew of schooner Pilot's
I:lride, of New J.ondoll, At home, the C(\ntinllf'd Jow price of ~pf'rm oil has discouraged thQ!le !;ugaged in that bnUJch
of the bosin"8s, amI faM leading to it~ cliscontiullance.

'Thfl pres,ml, wlillling lle,;t l111mbN'S ou" hundI'E'd and fort,S"<scven, against one hundred ani! ei"ty-nll<3 a year 1I;g<),

of which I1lwdJ(' r one hlfllclre,l anll live are DOW at !lea. Many of tlJC1!I6 in port are to be withdr&Wll fot" lllflrdllwt
"llrvice, whiJe ntllen have beeOU!<J too dil9.pidated to warrant :repairs.

Sperm whaling during the past year bna continned to droop, only eight ve!llll'ls havillp: taken ill exoeee of 500
ba.rrela ea,ch, of whiel. four erui~ed on the coaet of Chili, aud four In other 10calitie8. The ownenl, tired of 8IJJaJl
ca.tches &nd ridiculously low pri<J&!.r nre changing their V_Is to right whaling or Withdrawing them froID the bna1'
n~. Indications point to n.n import of 20,000 barrels for the -present year, and a probable rednBtion in tbe future.
All the oil cannot be prO/lured at a le8ll COfIt than $1.25 per ga.llon, '\Ve cannot bla.me onr merehant8 for t:tMa8ferriIlg
their time and capital to other (lnterpriae~.

Right whaling has been pf<lilecnted with fair SUCC6&I. Tbiriy YefW>la crniBed in the N"erthern P&cific, ATeraging
to each 767 harrah of oil aud 11,730 pounds of wbu.leboRe, in addition to which they took 00 their between_atOn
crui_ an aggl'Cgate of2,800 barrela sperm, 720 barrels wlwJe oil, and <!I,oeo pounds of whalebone.

Two V6886la were lOllt in the AmUe in the 6&rly part of the B<'a!lOn by being omalled in the ice, If bad weather
ha.d not nnexpectedly prevailed during the latter part of the l\CQ,llOn, the catch would hav8 boenmnoh taeget. )I&llY

additions are to be mllde to the fleet the corning ymu'.

The Sonthern right ""halen wen- quite fottunate,&Dd fair eatehes w~re made on the Tristan groun~ and other
]oealities.

The COtlsuw(Jtion of(lUI' ditrenmt pJ'Odll(11lll ia an intel'allting IInbjoot, &nd {)n",tbAt re.qn11'll8 from 1JlllWlDtI at~iQIJ,
It has always been our cwl.t.om to report IIIlthl'l eonlllllllption for the year the a.mountll cleared from om- imponmarket8

by the refinertl and manofaet,uTllrtl, re~IEIfJS of tbe Rtncks the latkrr were oarrying at the clO.e of the. year:. The
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continuance of this custom led us to report jill" the year 1Hel a e'lllbllllllJt iOD of sperm oil in tb i~ COlill (ory of 2.';,275
barrels, and in Eugland of3,000 tUllS OJ.' :10,000 barrel", au aggrt1g!.te of :>5, (H.!Lj barmls, when aetually th" large ~tockfl

\n Teful!!>:nJ hand>! a yeta.r ago m..k"" it prolm!>l!!> tbat the, 'H;tltal commu,p(.io)l Wll." not· llmeli iu lOXe·e"" of 4\l,i\OO baulOh.
W¢ give bolow a ~rcfnlly mt...lo statement of the estimatf'.d &ctu:.l eOIlBumption for l~J:

fur",I•.
Crude sperm oil iIl importerll' hlinds January I, 18d2 .•••••....•••.•..•..•••••...••..•••.. 1r.,107:;
Crude l'lperm oll h' refiner,,' hands in Ullited Statcs aud England .. _••..........•. _ IG, :JQO
Crude sperm oil imported int,o United States in 18B2 _. _ _. __ " __ . .. _ ~,87"

Crude llpenn oil imported into England from the coloui"", &c...... . ,.............. ;;,8.">0

f;B,:lOO
lA.~ "l>took iu iml'0rter-J hand& J S,U1lary 1, 188.'\ .•• _ ' ,..... ').0,10\\
LCS6 stock in refiners' hauds in United Statell and importers> a.nd rofill<)r~' hlmds in

England " __ .. _.•..... _ __ _ _.. _ _. _. 6, 000

---- 2ti, lOO

Net consnmption for the year _. __ .•. . __ . _.. _ __ . . . .. ~O, ~()U

\Vh"le oil is J"apidl~' ah80rbed as soon as it amv6Jj;n market, and whQld)"llC' hao 1""", n8l',i uuriu{': tho p_t y"ur
to a great"r ,·.:d-ent tban heretofore.

Sperm oil, front m, cents at tbe cOIl)UWnce.ill,mt of the year, advauetJll Bt"athly to $1.();) 'Ill }'cbruRl'Y, :i'.1.1\J ill April,
$111 iu JuJr, allll then gradually reCIlded, tunching~' cent~ at, tbe cloOlO of the year.

Whale oil, from 5;1 ~nt8 in January, gradnallyad vancl,d. touehill)l" ;,\) "ente in S,'pteio lon:l", anu d"dilling in ll"""u,,"
b..r h, ,.>5 eents.

\\Tbalt\bone oponed the yes,t- at $1.40 awl "tN.,lily advancoo., t"'whing $'1.'l5 In Oc1ohm', and dOJilllg tb" year at $"1
The quantity of IIperm oil at present on board of the whalillg" fleet is 5,300 barrels, against 12.000 l>aITel~ ll, year

ago, being the IHIIalle"t, amonnt known in OUT e:xpel"il·nee.

TRADE llEVIEW FOR 1S88.

Bedew r;f 1Jl(J whale;fishery for 188J.-The P$;;t year hu'! !><Jen one or 10M to thos<J engn.ged iu thi" businefl8, and itB
re;;nlt, have ue;,u discoorJl.giug. The failure of the Ar1\tic sea~on, Wil,h sm..n catches ill other 10cuJitics, lias hrolll!llt
l'ut small remuneration to tho9<\ who risk their (,»pita] in tho whale-fi!lfuwy.

Tho fleet uo.. numbers one bnJJ,lred D,lI(llweuty-iiw) ,e!llSel" of an cla8.'les hailing from lI.tlantll' l,urt". again"t, one
hundred and thirty·eight a year ago, {I·nd niuete!\ll from SaIl '~'ralld"co, as against eight lust yeai'. The number of
'>'Mlegis llnp;aged ill sperm whaling hllll heen considerably i1ccreaBeil, o~ing to the low ]Jrices of oj], wbih;, on accom,t
oft,l...) valne of 'Whalebone, agent!> a.re inclined to send most of their vessels to the Arctic Dellan llnd "th"r right. whale
H'gil>lll;. Indieatiulll! point tu a lItea.dy "l\ereallll in the nurolmr \}f 'Veall\'l\~ ~ail1ug i'rl>lU Atlro.lI.tin lmri:<'<, amI }W;rhM>& ll,

~1ll0l1l i Ilcrea~e in the llllluber llailillg from San Fraucisco lor the Arctic Ooo:1n.
A nnw feature of the past y<:ar arieing from t.h", iucre:l8C of Arctic whaling at l'-au Francieco La.fI been the ootab·

li.hn'ellt of "xten>iive 'works at that place for iho manufacturo and sal" of wh...l" ,.nd "perm oil, t.hUli enahling t.he
"'''''W,YB they" loeiltoo, nil wdl aa ",throrll wbu import ullll nt t1la.t l"l.a.;;e, ttl iilHl. It mark"t, without l,\\ying tlw. I,ea...;> (c01>t

or >ihi ppi ng the l!.Ilme t.o the Atlantic scaboard. It is ~tnL1eI"l!t,llodth",t the whole Arct in eatelt (If oil, ahout 10,00.1 l.,arrel-,
haN booll purchasad at San :f'rll.uci8CO at illcrea80d prices. Their works, il]. audit.ion to larg() facilities for til(> ",'mu
facture of sperm candles, ho,ve a capacity of 11)(1 barrels of oil per day, and arlo I" hn enlarge.l if ibe i mI,orj II at i hat
1'11l~e ,wd the J;Ul"lea of ~,h....i1' proJiuctll Bhall wan'.l.nt,

Sllenn wbalillg continllf:l~to decline., and no catches of any amount WMe rna,]., <l uri ug tIle year except, a few ill the
Atlllut.ie OcelWJ, and two or three off Pata~oni:.l. Tbe numil'lr of llhip9 and bark>:! now in tl}at, fillheryat !Ill" is t('rfy
Hight, moat of which will follow right wha.ling during half of the year. TJ", eOilth,u~1l1..w J)rice of oil will $Oon pre.vt'II t
lh", husiM811 being foUQwed w any great eltlent,_

Right whaling ru:.ll been unfortunate, and the "'P.IISOn in the North Pu.ciJlc. owing t.o pl"6valence of i<lp :~nd bad
"""Mher, Wall a fllilurtl. Thirty-eight v_Is crni..ed ther~, threll of whicb were 10l:!t, and the remaining tbirt)'·five
avemgel! 274 barrds ofoH and 4,3M pounds of wLll.lebone to each. The llouthf'ru right whuJOl'8 were not. lift fortunat,~

as in t,he preYiOM year, and their general 6110<;_ Wail mooerll,t,e.
'I'he price of sperm nil £rom 96 cents per gall(m on J"null.ry I 1'0&6 to $1.05 in April and Ya.y, ll.nd from that time

sltJadily doolined, cl()lling the year at 90 cents.
. Wha.le oil from IX> (lOnta In January continued at about the same price, with the excoptiun of a rise to W~ Gents
)D April, until December, when on allCount of the demand at San Frallciseo it ad vancod, elO/linll; the ytmr at 60 <lentil
per gallon asked.

Wba16bone opened the year at S2 per pound for Arctic, and wUh & few varillotiona st0adily advlllneed, nntil at the
clOl:l6 of the year it 801d at .... 75 per ponnd.

Tbe purohaile8 (If 8p(mn oil for conaumption during the yeflJ:' have amounted to 32,200 barrels; tlie I'Urella8t'S of
whale oil 1;0) iI3,600 bllnl'>18, and of Wba.leoone, :ms,ooo pounds; ll,U 'the l\OO'I'e oorng bought &t. A.tl..ntic VOrts:, btoMidas
tho p!ll'(lh&aee a.tB.n Fr&nci1lCO of all their Jmportatione; ilDd qnlte 10111 8dIlonnt o( oil and bone belonging t" New Bed
foro. vll8ll&lll.

Our~ of imp0rt.8(oz 1883 do 110t inc1ud6 the oil and bone pnrchu&d at 8.0 FnmwllOO, it being diIIIwlt for
ne, ..t t1lle.clisti&aoe•• Gbt41n the.inf~ 'JI'ith lIoOOt1U6y.
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T.RAln~ REVIEW I·'OR 18'4.

Reviltw of Ihf wl1ale-fishtt'!l {or 18i:!4.-AIJotber ,v"'l!' In.,, I'as~"d, :md i t~ :r~.• ll :W, lih· j (·B pl·efl".,(>~~or~, bave been
un~ati8-f~lctor,/a.nd djst~ollragill~ to tho~w who baVt~ (~oHt.inw·.l to rish" th..~ir ea,pit:d in r.hf~ whale~jj~hery. With two or
llIret~ os-eer" t.iOUI=l the. larger Cl11~~ of vesselB ttla t· arl'l vell (1 n riug r.ll(~ y('ar IIIRlle] .i~rilJg VOYH gfl~l fH.ld. wi tll tllJ(~ ~ii~l.:'Ollraging
feat.nn,~ wl,ieh ~I.ill "xi.t it i~ doubtful if l.hey an. ~O"Il lit,i.."i unl· "1!;"iIl. Of t.l", ...""~,,l~ in I'0n on,,-h'1.1f a,t leu.,t an'
ImowlJ tv h,; for ~all" and {>f tho"" e:q,eet"d to arrive during t.hi~ ,I",lll' it h now iute,,,h',1 jlmj. J, lJullli",r will b~ oller,,,,l
for "ale.

The North Atlantio fleet WlLR more fortullate on {·be wllOln 1.1"," ,lUl"illg the ye~t1" previou~, till' HmlllJer v~s~HI~

doing t.l,,' bIlKt,. Rutne gootl c'lteh,,~ of 'l"mn oil WUIl mad" on U", W{'sj. ,,"",st, of SUllth Anl\'ricJl dllring" t.lw mOnths
tr<>m Al'ri I t<> O"t,o!Jm:, sov"n Yt".gdR "'V"rll'bring 7(JO barr"lR, one ""i<JUg 1,:iI!O harrels, and t],11'" or fuur vesseJg did
ql1ite Wf·ll on Now Honand.

Thl' Sl",~r,n ill the Aretie wa~ l",tt"r than tiint of It'S:1, Imf. "ot fllily ".tisfn,ctory, l'xeept 1:" eOIl'" buvi"g "t.ClOlIwrH
that Jl{\n~trat'Hj tl,,, i~,', w1lidl th.. Milillg' v,·,"eJ., croJlsider,'d lln,ak to ,'nt,'r, ther..h~· o ot-ain il,:.:; go <HI ,'.",td",". Thiny
nin,' v,,~."el" "-TIl i ,,,,] t.herco, lI.n,] tIl" nl,]~' lo.s '" It~ tlw sj."allwr Howh<'lnd, of 8aIl }'l'1tnei,"o, tIl" Iirst 01' (' l)lli It h~' th,'
Pllcitic 'Vttaling Coml"any,illlrl a tine ves"e], Her ('atching~ bad h""n pre\'irotl~ly ~hipped hOUle. The :ll~et, 1tvbmged
5t7 barrel~ whul" oil and ,'t,3i:!U j)oullds 'l'i"baleboue,

Thrtle vh~"l" on New Zell.lawl did well right whaling, Hiking au ,,,,er'lgp of iOO barrels,
ThB total uuml'Br of ve&'el~ of all "h.~se" eDg;tge~l ill t.h" btl~jue8" i. ,"'" hund!,,,,j and thirj',1'-1111'l'e, of wlokh "in..,.

teen hail from San f'raucisco, 'mil all hut one engaged in Arctie wha.JjI1~. Tin' ,1<>,:"","W pf the ,:..tehing po",,,, ,lnriug
the yNLr waH 1,\112 tons, the greater portion of which had heeu engage.l hI "I'"nn whaling.

'nit' l'l'eMnt tonuage of the entire fleet is :JI,I!07, of wbiclJ 3,4;m i, at homo w,rts, Of t,lw rem1tiuing :J7,775 ton",
about one·half ill o)xc1usiv"ly llugtlge,l jll Arct.ic whaling, one·qual'ter eXdubh,l,I' ;;]lenn wh,dtng, lI'HI tll(: rell,ai\lillg"
OlltHIw,rter "perm and right whaling; showiug the tonnage engaged iu HI'um w Ilulilll!; to I", abuu t, 10,400 toll", whieb
is abn1l t 20 fwr "ml1. 1t'~A t hau laBt y 0211;1'.

'fb" COll~Ull1f'tjOilof "pGfln oil "'R" ",(Iii lI1ailltl4illcd, uotwithstanding the deprt'''"t'.l cowlitioll of bl1slliess all ovor
, the "ountry during LhEl ;reul'.

Tho C<)llaUlll pOon or w hal" oil wa~ curta·i Iell in oon~equenoe of lack of l<tock, 1m t ""ry littJe of th", NOrtbern cutch
of 1l'!H.:1 havin)::" beCln st'nt· t·o tbe Ea.atern mark"t.

III cOH!,eqn<lllce of the high price of whaleb<Jne, the COl1$lUllpti",~waR .""to a~ large as tL" Imw;oos year,
TIll. '''''portl< weI''' l,)~" than pmv imll< y"",r8, ""l"'oirtlly of sperm oil, a large btock l",.vilig b"ell mtrried over in Lon

don .lannary 1. 11l64. rh" enll~utnpti()n in Europe of Bperm oil relWhed 13,f>iiO ImITe]l<, and the stoek rmnJl.inillg on
haml ,fMlll'<l''y 1. l~tl::;, 4:W tOU", i .. III bou t Oll"·!ll.l f of that on J Ilonuary I, 1&04.

Sperm oil l)"g"'l1 the y"llr at 9Q oont,,·, touched 76 "ent<l in 1'Iov8Inber, and 010..,,<1 at, 77 "'m1:.,, in Deccmh(>l',
\\'hale oil h(\g'~u th" p$l" at ii61- e"ll.ts, tou"htod 57 Mnt« iu November, ILlId d""ed Ht fJ4 ccutH in December,
Whalehone tWg"Ull 1.11" )"o3r at 84.75, t,ouobed$2 ill October, ...nd olosed at 81!.35 in DHllember.
Our llg"ur"M of import,1l ill"llld" that, imported int,o San FranclBco by Vl;;l;/o;e[B owned there, whieh in former yellJ'9

wero omitt<\d,
We oBtim",tc th" import, ofSIJerm oil f,)]' 1885 at 17,000 to 2v,()(j{J harre1a; that of whale oil and wbalebone wiJl

depend 011 t,h.. socoe"s of the Arctic :fi_t,

(b) STATISTICAL 'l'ABLES OJ<' PRODUCTS AND VALUES.

Table lthowtng tlle rOOllipte Jrmn the J.1IWTican flat, the Wj)orte, and the home ctmltumplim of Itperm and what" Qit from 1860
to 1884,

Sptlnn oll. WhoJ" oiL 8p~:t'rn oil. Whal" oil,

Year.

.. _- ...._·_--;---1------
,;. 0:. .. I i_I;!

~ ~ e.~ ~ . E.s Year. ~ . EB 115 ~

j } j t f ! Jf J k !1_:.__li j I jI
R~li<, ! mI.!. nbls. BIl.., i Bw#'1 BWB. ! RI>!I. r;:-i B~. " Boll, ~ 'B~~~T~-

lIl6O .. -. 73,708 i 8~, «(r~ 3~, 5071140, 005 ' 13. OM 143,000 : 18'f;l " ... - i ~~, o:m i lU, ~~g : 24,190 , 40, aU 2, l1lIl ~3,l!8t
1861.... .; 68, Il3:2 ~ 37,547 ill, 001 ;H3 717 I oW,lIlIli IW5, ll:1ll 'I 1874 - - - 8~, 203 ~ 1~. 675 ; 21,7Gl1 : 87,782 a,300 oK, SWI
181l:L_... :~5,Ml,:27,\I1Q 27'11>91100'418 GB,fJ83 Q7,2.i40!' 1875___ 42,611ilt-J,M2 18,4{i·lIM.59t 5,42~ U{;lIO
1ll83....... .. .. -.j 65,0:15' 1ll,3ll6 32,~27 02,974 IL2:J7 G;;,352 1876,_. 189,811 i 23,mlO 14,4H' 3~,OlO i IU,300. 22,(itO

11164 ..... _ _ "i M,37>l 45,000 30,100 7l,u:! 12.000,82,528' lm.____ ! 41, no i 18,041 31,7117' 27,1911 ';,300: 20.001

1866...... 13:1,:;(2 llO,lSf1 27,ll6iIj76,2:l8 1,6110 6j,107 1878 _, _. i 43,508; 3:J,1ll11 11,124, 83,77!l114,31l' 12;5.7
1861l.......... . :m,oo.1 10.630 19.11l374.302 1118 60,534' IBN - __ ' __ 1' fl,3OlI!1I,8lIa ll:~HI$ ~ 2,'.,;1341 7,374: 24,S&i
1867 143. 4ll:l 2S, 147 ~98Il i lW.28lI 18, W3 58, llll6 '. 1880 - lI'l.6H i 12, 2113 Ill, 750 ~4, 776 4,3Il5 '23,8$Il

II\Q8 .. •••· •• .. ··147.174 18,916 23,258 I 65.675 lI,MS 7'.l,ilOO:: 18lll _ 30,000 i Il1,llOO 25,275 81,600 1,,400 i82,OOO
18\l{1 j ~7,1131! 18,UG 17.2311 M,0l1 a,842 6li,236 i: 18w.l......... 2lI,tIM IB,006 Ul,1l$l 23,371 ~,4n: 21,~~

1!110 - - "155, l8lI =. 7311 ll8, 812 'n, 8IIl lI, m , 88. 452 Ii 1883..... - . - . 2f,~ 13, 1llllI 17, 3lI4 2(, 110 4, Gta 1 1lI,052
1871 .• _ 41,ro( Zl,1611 3ll,1iWl 76.1A! 18'1'1) 68,ll11

j
1i 1884,. __ .. 1!I,0lI& I,tO 15,481 lH,t'1O 2;3U1ll,9'I'f

1872..•• - ,,_~6,201 24, ll&4 lH,OC 31,015 1, IS28 ti,a.:;~~L .__.. I
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Tabw $kowillg the rereipts jru'm the A mcrican jleei, the IltmUJ OQII.8PIII>plion, Il1ld the eXJiOru, oj whalebol(f fru/II letiG to 1884,

-- --1 nerdvoo,;:~::ed. r~-,-~~~u. il-----y-::,---- ---[~~~~eu:_·'I',_~~:~~~:-f-~~~:

'·--i-----;:::;:- i- }'O,.,,<I., -,-.- P;..-:~~--r- i 1'0"nd._ I ]'o"",t., ' Pounds.

C19.350 i 394,2UU 20~,O()(l:, 11175, _.. , 372,:103 i 143,067 205,43&

lr.w.375 : 4~~U7;; 1m, tOO j: 18711. ; 1'-".J,6Z8 ; 150,6~8 laJ,400

1, 001, 307 ! 181,631 717,700 I; 1877 __ • 160,220 67,820 70,800

9110, 850 : ~4G. Me 70i, 882 j: 1878.- _ 207, 2.>0 ' 00, 850 U3, 400

603, om : 197.101 aU,605 I: 1879.. __ 286, ~l' IS'!,565 , 75, 715

70il, 3GiO ~5", 3'17 341,91S 1i 1880 __ __ 4tel. 0~8 170,770 : 111,258

GOO, 65" ' 319, 806 387, 190 :: 1881 :<68, 000 202, 000 ; IG6, 000

103,7l1t! ' 74, HI 177, 932 I, 188'2.. 271, ODD 211,520 j 175, .70

-.~~~j -:::: ~= 1_" __~~~::~, ,, __~~~_~I_.~;::_:~: :~::~:~:~_~ ,__ ::::~ ";_::: ~"_. ~~~::

H165 .. _
1~66 _. _

1867 __ _.

::::::::::::::::::::.. ::::i:
IB10 .
lB71

IB72, _

lli7:1 .. _

1ll'l4

1'able slWUting the l1al/'e Of oil alia bOlle la"dell by the Li l!leri£an lrha/i"11 fleet, the t'alll-€ of tilt pl'oportiQl1 CO"lnlmed in lite
United State8, Iwd the /'al"~ of the proportion. r;rporl.NI- during 1M yea>. 11\65 to HlBO,

-------.-- --~---i------" ::;:~~of Oi~ and; --'-- --------,----- ----.- ....,,- -----:------ -:;'~ln"01 oil lUl,l; - -----,---~--,

IVa.lue Droll a.nd:bono Cou"uwed'V"lno oroll and Ilvalue Moil and bO"eMn.umed 'Value of oil ......
Yetd". 1 bon.. landod, i 1n tho United: bonoe"ponBd.;; ,r...... bono landod in the United < bono oxportod.

! s.tft.te~. ;i : : Stilted. ;

18ti5__~_~~~.-_~~.~~! $6, !lOO~;~; , '5, oM. 786 ~ $1,-~,39~ 7~-' 1m .. ~_-.-_=I---;'~.OO2,~~--; '1,~7:;;-";~' j---- ~29,247 (If

11~6607·,·.•.•. '_'. --. -••_-.'.• -. -••• -. _'.1 "e," ~~:'. ~,,~,\ 2:1
5
\: " 71ll1, 5117 88 J, ;;oU, 727 82 1117._ - .• - -.' - - ... , I Z, 713, 034 61 2, 1M, 6a8 $3 ~ 1,179, 2llIl a-~

n .~ '" 3, 189,220 19 ~,OM,IM7 12 Uj(; .. _ ~, 314. SW 24 1. 700, B~3 45 i 1.494, 7'J:1 llol

1868 .. _! 5, HO, 157 43: 3, ~61!. ~2 a'l 2, 100,985 n 1076.. • __ 2, 636, -l63 31 I, :146, ~2g 00 1 1.487,5:18 60

·1869 __ __ .. 1 e, 2116, 2~ 82 1 3, Cl3. 42r. 8. 1.5'»,956 25 urn .. , 2, 3"9, 5G~ 60 1,113, IISI 00 I 024,17566

1870 __ .. . 4.52\1,126021 2.£IlIJ,BB319 J,476,&14115 11l7~-- ,---···-···i 2,~:J2,02D 55 B49,M312 i 1,867,162 84

1871 .. 8,1\\I1,4691B I 2,793,4u397 1,479,153 li9 1879 ---- .. I 2.050,0090B l,il45.582 051 58'.:,911417

1872 _ 2,9(;4, 7aa 01' 2,061,4608 87 1,314, 698 37 ': IB1lQ •• _ .. I ~,653, ns O~ 1,165. \l{4 00 795,657 78
t " •.~~__!l J__ ... '.__.____ _ . . "

Tab'kl Blwwing tll~ aMrage prices »f Spel'''' and whale oil per gallo'" and wlralebm'6 each mO'llth frnJJ< 1868 t() 1880.•

2 10

239

1116

1 02
<Ill

20':1

100\
57

22\1

_.__ --__~ J1SG8. : 1~;-I_~~~. 1M71. 1~~7~J~~~I_I874. _! 1875. J!~6 _!-~~~~_ i~~~~J-l~~_ 1880.

J"'''ilRrY: j I I I I' I I
Spo= ull ,_................ ", 00 1$1 8~ "1 5~\ I $125 i 'I 1\5 ,tl 50 "1 00 I $1 G9~ ; fl (j{J !_. __ fl 04'" $ll 00 'I Wi
Wl-.aloO!l ..•.•• _.......... __ ij4 I 110' 69 1 65 :.. -- i G6! 91 SOil; 6711 fO 70 55 3',
W4loblm" ... __ . .. __ .___ __ I 10J .11 W 116 ,__ " I G71 :1 j",1

..rebruary : r i r

Sperm. oU...... 2 00 i I 5II I 3;1 1 54 I 1 53 1 ~o ';8 1 '" 1 31 .I 01,'1
Wh",leoU.. __ .• __ ._. __ • __ ._ 66: 112 74 00 ~3; lJ-I 60 Ii" B", 70! 52 :)7

More~aleb<me ···-- .. "--r i 114 .,j 100 140 ': IOOil 300

8petm oil __ ". .. , 200 [' I l/:l 54i 13. 161) 1,,2: i I fi6 1 ll4, I"" 2d J IXI 8fi

Whale oil _ 70 1 13 75 62 : 71 6~ i\a 61) 6:!1 ; C8 00 87

Whalelxme I __ I 1 28 I 011 1 G~. 2 10 295

Al'~~rm 011._ 1 200 j 1.40 I 2!l1; 1!J6 i I ~2 J Wil I ~O 143 --------1 81

Whale oU : __ __ ) 73 ,1, 1 05 : 6ll 58 { 69 i Il(; 63 65 otl 11.", 00 I[ 36
Whalebou,e r~ •••••••• ~~ ~ ~. 1 26 : . ~ rr, "II 1 10 1 ~!"l OJ 6!1 i, ~ Il2

:Ma!, !
Sp<l1'tD oU 1 2 60, I 1 aa 1 41i, 1 26 1 5;j II I 48 I ~ I 70 I 37 1 20 i : i : 1 :'

JnDe~~::::::::::::::::::II....~--i.-1.~ 661' 55 I ~ ! 1 ~~ 1. 00 .. "I "!, 00 , M '00

Spenn 011.... 200 1 1 115 1 &l 1 22i 1 1 40 i I 42 152 4 6:; I 3.> 1~ , S7i1 75 Il3t
Whale OjL. _ _~ _.. 1«)1 ll3 631 54 I «l Ii 61 I 60 1 112 5~: 0.1; 41 30 46

Whalebone ~ ~-~~ .:.~l-~...... 125 I .•. or._1 _.~.. I ot f~ •• I ••• ·l 300 1..por •. ' 340 250 '21.8

. • The l'oUowtng, IIrlldttlllIWl d&tlI ha,ve~en ~lved .moo the IIbllve w. compiled: A v;l"'"lt" prioo of .perm oil por wdl<>n In llllll, 88 oent6 ~
:...,l882, 1l.illI; in 1Il811, 111 """,,": bl.lllllil, 8S oeato. Whal<>oH In IlISl, o/iIOODto; Inl8il2, ~ ......to: 1n18ll3, ""cept_; in lB8f, 6600nttl. Wh_

• pel' POund bl1ll8l, .UllIj in lllltl, .1,11; Ia 1883, $i2.1l7; ill 188t, .,-J ,5li.
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",078

1, fIlS487

Btl, ,
2,557

:!, 791 900

;~, 7~g , II, OM

4, ~5(f " 18.10:1

ll,ailll 4,0::4
7, ~9B; 7, ll8B
a. 59~; 1,350

6, la~: 4,3ili1
10, 1M' 2,008

~. ifi7 7,:250

1$7,;;!.187u. ; lim. IE7r" 187n, 1~77. ,1_8_~_11_ J879.

Ja.r..t"l':r~
5pcrnJ oiL .•••. __ .bbl.. 2,.'I88! ~,713 i 2,-,a 2,1)96 [.,,:,7 91'1,. ,2.0ilf, J8~! l,~5~ 1'0851' 2,1:;8,'
Wb&1~ eil ..... _ _. <10 • :l>I61 ~Ol' d~8: ;(I~ 78 ;. ! Hu I 6lrJ, 2,200: J,B:i7 UD I
Wh~tldlQT1(l . _.. , Ihs ~oM, 7a~ i 4~, 770 47, i1}5.! 2.1~.),. t.:J:,4":;1 ! fjlJ 60~ I.....l} 4 J'" 7 l 40·1 1)1 l+44 I 48 751 1~1 r.'8 .

F,',1>rua'f: ,I' ., " i i., ~~ I c. :: -.' , ,. j~- ,o~ ':

Spenucil bbk ),owl 7(J;1'··· .. · .. i l,(l86" (,D(j 1,81J2,I,W6' MO,1,'06 1,tHl 2,761 12a'

Whol" on -. -' do 1 400 i ~l7! 1, 100 I 1l~ 2, W7 ii, ~1J8 17! 3, (IJ4 22 800 I [',81:;

WluIwh"M' ---- -' ,u,. '1, 1,a3~ 'I' 1~600 t. __ . - "I'U4,OOt] ." ....... 7~.'''34 'IOQ,W~ ._.
J\{u...,h:

l;l""Tm oil.. - - -. bbl. i no 'I 7nD! l, D17, 4~61l' 014
W 11.1<""1 _ d"., 7,9117 2, li4' 8,!17~ 2,980 1 1, [8'2
WI>..I~I"I1l" II", .', 1% 4·....~ 11,8\.11)' M,~ "',6:;\\ 1

april, :!:: I'
Sptrm <lJl ... __ . l>bk! iI. iN j Ij, II"' 4,7:)(1 2, :17i1 2,24'l

Whlll" oil -- _ ,10 I ~~~. ~~ .2.~ ~10 i, ~': I.~ ' ail, 6J~ I 1, 15~
Wh&leh(l.J1(~_~~ .1LH _j ..LJ1,vt;£l ~6,j.163 :W.),iCL.I ;iH.l~96r '2,&.1).1-

101:101': I Ii, 'I

SJHlrtn nil,,·· -..... .bbl•. I 4,335 a,lJ[ i 10, i81; a,4<IJ 1 7,007

Whal""ll ... -.. ao.. ! 19,6~9 I 2:.1,0'13\ ~,r,a7' 9,4071' 5,001

Wh.al~hollc ~ ... _ lb. I~49,lY;lO II 25,736 I, (,(1,170 37,945 -. -

June:

Sperm oiL '.". bhl. II 6, 32~ ~ 6, 301 j 7, ~96' 4, 200 j' ll, &'10
WhoJ,,,,il ,(1,,".. 5, 7i~ I 5, 6.'!4 17,.OJ 7, II':! ll, 8:JlI

Whalebone .. lb.. 1,461 II HI, S:iD )12~' 71.>; 8, imI,[ 4, HZ
Ju1~-'

S!>"l'Il1 oil. - bbl... 2, 700 I 1,939 1,732 9, 042 i 4, lIM I[

Whal" oil. -.- __ _ do... 1,3112, il, 23<1 I 4,198 S,414 i 1,213,
Wbnlel"'IW •••••.•••.•100.. 9, l»8: 13, 000 :tIiO 10,1118! 1,1151 i.
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Table 8/um:ing mmaMy rcceipt8 of oil and 1rhalehQl,ejrMIi the tlJltaling fleet of the [h,tit..d Sta.fe. from IH()il to l&lO--C"llt'd.

-·-··-·--··--------·---------------·-1--···· , ,

18tlS. 18m),: 1870_ : 1871. r 1872. '
____________. .. _ - __1 ,--- : _

it 742 : fj, fj"O 4, ~Qa

n,105 0,2(;0 ;;,QH

2t, l}.tJ ' 28,608

9,903 i U,2m
4,779; ',399

29 t '006 : 20. afl5

bbl'''j '~J ;'
d""I'" .. :,1
_lhe .._ 112, ()()1I I

~, 21." .\~H6 4,74-U 2,07;1 ; ~~. 5H~

L431 7;10 1, 98~ iJ.,30f:., t.iH,~

:?'2rw~ 3,300 4~,6~!l 31~ r,3,j. J15, (;l,Uf

z~ 1V:; 1,010: It 34-~) t '6.:w4.: ~~ ;3 .... ~t
~77 7:m: 1, 877 ~ ] ~ 27(i: ~~ 7H4

14,!}20 66,773: 59t 6R3 i105,453 : ~4Q, 5j ~

- _.__ ._._- _._.- .._----- ._---

1~73. 1874. 1~75. IS7/; ! l~n. 1878_
_~_~~J-1~:-

4,811 3,6C9 ; i,599 u,29J : 3,441 f, 4t~~~ ~,~26 ; 2.916

::.1\ [,01 ~1 547
!

80·' BIO 1,911 4,15» 1,9e-1fi , l~ 624
2,90-1 ! ~~, 719 ! ~,3:1-l 1,041 Jl,027

,

4, ~~5 7t tJGl ; B. ~1:~ r.r HO 4. or: .r.;,);':l 3, Oil 4t 5'!l-:!

7, J03 4, 27~ 4,409 1, .om l.lllll ~. j~7 2,427 1~ 4i~>

~5,4~~ 3,007 ; ]t:,65~ a,on 350 l;~. 54~) 5, l~n

8,295 :1, (\.16 , .'.t. H95 3,H44 4, ~';'~~ 3,520 3.lm5 4, ~~g

1,6-Uf 4,383 i l~~ 2_68,1 3.576 1.5flS 210 i ",501
I ,

lti,titW 1, .00 18,411 lJ,29U 59,65iJ J9, l,~t!

i

~,017

8,5571 u, 5~7 :

3, jj6~ i 5, 6re :

17, 7~O i 14,475

,t,5J" I ~,W3
J, ~55 2, 43~

2,2ou .•

7,0l~ i
~~. 841 :

4,H~ !

3,2M
1,0113
.;, 00l)

4, ';17 961'

0, 194 3,953

2U, 336 66, 000

3,4.l-\

[0,401

22, TIl.J.

!
6,BlIO i
1.972j

". 9~2 ;

2,.40 I
SOOi

l:l, roo i,
i

Sperm oU _,bbls .. :
Whal<>oil __ _.uo __

WhJJlehone .11>._
Septemher:

S}R'l'tl1 olL~.~. _.. ~ ... Lhlo._:
While oil . '10.!

WhalehGue .--.- 110. __ 1

Ot:{...lber: I
Sp'-<tnl "U_ .. _._ _.bbl. __

Wh.le "U ." _.. d" ... ,

Whalehone lh. " I',

StIVl~mber:

SV"l'm "it... _..... _.. \obt.. _;
Whale uil .. .. _do ....

'.VbalebOD6 ._lbE:l __ ~

! II~f:l~mber :
~p(':rm Qil.~ _

Wha.l"<lil_._. __ .

Wh.lebone .

The followiug statement shows tile quantities of oil and bUIH~ lauutJu by tht, Allwricall fled lUlll

the total Yalue of tbe ~a-me from 1804 to 1880.· The stati1'\tics are compiled t'l'OUI Starbnd.'s Hi",

tory of the Wha.le Fishery and from the 'Vllalemell's Shippiug Li.o:t. The tutlllyidd of thit< fh,lll',r'y

for the entIre period is seen to be 166,604,496 gallons of sperm oil, 270,727,205 gallous of whale oil,

and 76,386,148 pounds of whalebone, having a total value of $::140,204,873,

Scammon estimates that sJ1erm whales will average 25 and right whall:'s 60 bHlTl:'ls of Oil,IlIHl

of the former 10 and of the latter 20 per (wnt. of those killed are 1081. Upon that basis tile :lho\'\'

amounts of oil would represent the slaughter of about 232,700 sperm and 19(i,Otl~ right, whales.

l-~ y':'_ _+.~~~:i~;,:-.~~:'"~:.;~.,"~I

~:'::::: ::::::::::1 :~:=! ::~~~ :::! .~::~~:~~ i
1883 -. - .• _.... 77f,7f2' 761, ros ~5!1, [131 I' 1, SlII, 716 i
1884.. ! .. _~:~~~~_~~' J95 ~'~ _~~~~_6~J
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lii55~ _~_. ~~ .. ~.,. ~ .. _~ r ~--_. ~- - -" ••• ~,

n"llo,,"
:-,pOTm oil.

A.-verag'l!' ; I: A ....e.TU1!,;~j l'onnd" I,·.AYe-ragt:' I .
price I ,",~:~il. . pnee Wl",h'bo~'; price ,Toto.l mno.

POI'i:..u"",. ! I por g:Ul".. L. Ipel' l'OUl,J. ,
~------ ,--_... -_.__._-" -_.__ ..,_._-_.. i -_._.~_.-.. , .. ,-----....-----. -_.-

7, 9B;I. J 19 IB, l~G, 836 841, \140 : $1.,1141,403 m
I, :l.'i7, 618 671 I, 2l~, WG 33 6'2,893 13 1, 32~, 300 20
1

1
;~;~l, 3,,0 '65 1~ 61B~ 9~1 3j 50~ 799 1:t 1, 4O~t B57 700

~,U:J~. 3~1 4:1 1,6(17, «0 <l'~ 1~3, 404 ; 13 i,ll'll), 111 2"

::,1191. 064 45t I, Il;;~, 2::7 3U 133,472 13 1,973,756 1>8
1 ~ ll:)of~ 303 7Q~ i 1, -GOO, UJ ;rJ li52i t 534 ' 15 11 9-1:2 j 7'55 87

!)19,80U 7" 1. lOP, 2:l:l :)0 'i'll, 3~ ! 16 1, G35, 018 7ll

~,95B, 4&1 721 l. lW, 037 30 196,255 : 18 :l, 400, 735 (~

2. oj 75, ];6 tiC! I, MI, 71/1I 26 137, ~23 , 3S l, 00;;,181 15

2, ~5iI, 15~ el t !, 256, 1\02 26 56:l,eM i 25 2, lr~,lU7 5(1

3, 482, (lfj 6:'1 2, 831. 315 39 514, 11II1 I ~(\ .. 487, 949 56
3, 0:1ti, 7~8 71 3, OO~, 7U 3'1 ZW, ZiO ' l.. 4, lilO, 790 61

~, 2\1\1, 5lill H-5 5. 703, 8lI~ 2~11 «2, H~1 l~ :t, 362, GIS 17

3, ~S9, 765 So 0, 153, 148 26 2&1, 432 13 4, 170,754 80

3,891,573 nl 4, Uf, 83. 271 340,324 :;1 f, 033, 317 55
5, JM, 5~5 , ll-1 3,050,289 39 005, W2 21 6,005, 7lr. 3J

4, ~ao, ['21 89 4, 301, Sir.! 44 1, 028, 773 25 5, 888, 044 4~

;.... , ;1~l), 1:38 gj! 6, S89:1 995 U5 1, 7P;l, 1M 20 (lj lUm, 6.:)7 00

4.076, 100 ~6 7, 2O~. :10., :;~ 1, zoo, 000 20 6,250,842 BO

4,4118, li66 I 05 7,040, U75 :>G 2,000, 00lI 18 1,524,000 30

4,928, m7 1 00 G. 41JS, 391 ;lO 2, WO, DnU III 7,230, 5M 30

t, liN!, 3(1f W 6,4;;;>, 516 3~ ~, 000, 000 2a 1,126,970 88

,J, ~5Il, 155 ' 73 4, 876, 2:iJ 3~ ~, !'>oO, 000 Z3 4, 379, S12 (111

5, ~OO, 0::7 6J G, t,ll, 9!JU 34 1,127,27(\ ; 36 6.2113, ol;O 21

~, ~JD, 711 90t 8,:<:;4, .81 31;"', ::,632. 4{5 4-Q 7, 875,070 3S

4, 9C7, 5GO 88 8,593, 4K1 33 2,195, 004 , 34 8, U3, 611 75

0, 105, 481 <l7! 6, 5.59, 737 33i 3, ~2, 939 ' 3~ 0, 2OJ, 115 4~

. :1, 803, 710 1 DO! ~, llC-I, 22:; 36 3, Ml, 6&1 i 31 8, 410, 2~8 f9
3,401,274 , 1 00 8, ;l40, 663 33 3,003, 00(1 ~ 6, Bl!' 442 7S

;], 17\!,73!l : 1 O~li 'i, 1127, 4!1~ 39H 2,281, 100 21I 7,009,1153 U
2, t.l~G~ O'dB i 1 ~Qj'l'". tl, :111), 1~2 49'/0- 2,8691 200 3Zi 71 ~1 124 72

~, 137, 1J6 I 1 27! 1(\, ;l47, 2H 45/0, 2,916, ;;00 I 3~il 10, Oiu. 744 05

~,4&1, 4&8 : 1 23i ~,6;~, 647 6S,j; 1,259, 900 50~ 5,56;,409 8lI

,~ ~'6, 9~5 , 1 ~4i 8, 19~, 581 f>BI 5 65" 300 &Ii! 10, 706, S~1 20

2,315,1124: 1 481 l~, 074, llGIl 5\lf 3: 4";: 2Ql1 I Wi 10, f>O'~, 694 20

~,:'.l:ltI, ~3 • 1 77;" 5, 700, '7~ 71,'. ~, 707,500 I ~ 11,413, as 113
Z, MO, 642 1 ~2 6,230, 530 7~ ~,502, 700 , I)!l 9, :>S9, &16 36

:I, 47(1, aGO 1 2Bl 7,274,114.1 nl 2, O"~ B50 I !Illi 10,401, M8 00

2,581, 142 1 21 ~. 740, 025 ;,( 2,571,200 I 11".21 7, en, 227 31

2, 879, $2 1 3"li 5, ll!l1, W~ 48~ 1, 923, 850 88 B, 525, 108 91

~,:roe, 9U 1 411 4, 410,lfoll 4~i 1,337, 6,0 II SOl 6, 520,1;]5 12

2,171, :l.':8 ; 1 ;]1, 4, ~I", 085 Ui 1,038,45 6B ~, 415.000 59

I, 7l>:, Glf~ 1 4~t 3,165. orn IWi 7t\:UiOO 88 6,051, 7Bl 1M

2, HII, m 1 61 I, ~"3, 6tjl 9t>i 488,7:JO 1 53 ~,D:l6, 50\' 17

~,IY17, 718: I SIl! 2, ~1tJ, 5tl5 1211 760,400 180! B, 113, 0'12 97

1, 0+7,123 , 2 25i! 2,401, 4\11 1 45 619,:wI 1 71!1 6,006, &50 51
I, 15~, 88" ; 2 5. 2, 34lJ, 51;] I 21 11',/0,1175 I Il7 7, OOi, 1lII1 23

1, u.a 139 ! ~ 27 2, ~12r 60J 1st Ij O(Jlt :un 1 171 G, 3561 772 .51
1, £85, 9~1 , 1 112 2,065, 613 ; Il2 OOO.!lliO 1 if.lil Ii, 476, U>7 ~

l,.so9,~, loll; 2,~77,~6 Iml oo:J,6Oll 123 6,2U5,:M,aZ

1, 728, 265 ! 1 :llli ~, 2~~, 707 /;71 708, m;:; , 80 " 6Jl9, 126 02
1. 308, J~1 1 :n 2, J67, 28B 64 000, G:"--, I '7 3, lilli, iUI~ 18

1, 423, 5:12 1 4~~ 073, US4 65il 1$~, 70~ 1 28b Z, lIM, 183 00

I, 3'J4, 6G9 1 47b 1, 260, HI 62:1 ZM, ",J6t (181; 2, lIll2, We 06

t, 614,395 1 :,~ 1, Ino, 13:1 601 34o, 5~0 1 10 ;z,n3, OM ~1

1, M~, 435 1 601 I, O~O, 711 651 3711, aoa 1 20, ;],1114, llOO :u
1,2501,047 1 ~o} 1,0mJ,~" ii6 150,028 100 2,M,4fl331

1, ~5, 240 1 13 He"',510 1>2 I 100,220 2 50 2, iltlD,5811 4111

I,J70,W'l 01. 1,1IM,ll{l7 44 2lYI,~ 210' 2,:l32,02llGS

I, WI, 20'2 : 1:4il I 7,;;', O~I I 39 I 286,280 :i 34 ~ Z,~ 00lI 08
I, 11U, 84 I , \lII I 1, :l05, 444 G1 I 46f, 028 2 00 -2, G5ll. 7"1.5 03

..F156, EOf, 406 r':--:-:-:-~ '---;r;'7:.:i, w:;. j:--== it\, 38ll, 148 1:--=:--:= lMo, fOI,~
~ ~_,~____ _~~ .. __....L._~_~ ~ _~- - -

T"tal, __ .

lrJ(J4 t(11~~}

1~1.

l;3~~ .•.

1M3
1844•.• _
1&45. _•. T._

1.&46 _ .

lM7 ,
18411 _ ..
1&19 .. _ ._ •.. ..

1600 .. __ _ .
;

1851.. _.. __ .. _.. __ .. , i
185:). _..... . •.. ,

185:1 - -.. !
18M , ••• ", .-- ..

1823....

1824.•..

1825...

18211

1827 .

1828 -.
1B29 __ _ _.. _.

1830. _ _

11l;11 _.
1~;]2._ ..

11'.33_ _ _

IQ;J4 , ..

1835 ._._

1l!36.. _

1l!37 .••
183B. _.

1839 .

1\140.

1&11

1842_

lS,W __ -- .. - .

1857 .. _•• , . __ • . __ -

1358 .. _. .. -.,

185ll, - - j

18llO... ..- ..

1861._.. . ,
18lI2 _ , " ,•• , •. --!
1863 .. ,,, _ ·•· - i

=::::::::.::::::,::::::::·~:::::::::·I
IS67. • _, _ -. -.-- .. 1

1868•••••••••.• , •••.• ,., " - .. ' .• , •.•. !
1il6ll , ••• , •••• i
1870 .. , __ ._ , .. _, --I,
~~~::::::::::.:::::::::::::-:::::'.:J
1873.............. .. ,... .
18'14 __ _

la7L .
lll7il .•• ,

1877 .. ,
1876 _ ..

lB7tl. ~ _~ ...• _. ~ _. __ ~ . __ ~ ~ •. -

1ll6O..... __ .. _"" c __ ' c
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(c) S'l'A'fISTlCS OF TJn~ WHALING I'LEE1'.

fVe~~~~ titted for Anta.rotie RiflUling ,/Wf.! otnftt'f.<I. They bt,..Ion~ I:HO~tJ:.· at. ~tonln(~Jml a;lHl 1\"rw Lm.hl~m. :A..l1d nmlllJ.t:ol' fl"oru t.ell to twenty in

C'ach year. 'Tho detail!! of' the ~.•~.li~g: floet a.r-t~ giv("l~ iIJ a l!!Il.th~P.(lW~.r:t ch:flpt~r- of tbLi volllUJe_l
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Cc~ ,,,/./I .tati81iC8 of tiM ",1<(lli'19 flrel for 1880.·
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:.I: SinCI\ tbo ,j"eJU'I8".RO the. fit'et bSI!I been gteat1:-. TeUu('oCtL Acoolxling to n.n pnnual l't~'I,.~iBW ot' tLI...... W}~.:.lll~ bd]('l',' , }luhli~ht.'d 1ly 1. H. ItHrt.
Il'H &. "'OIl~. of :New Bedford l the. f1oe-l·t on tTNmar~' 1~ 1:685, numbel:'l'rl 9;~ ~Uil':;t ~!H~ lmr'kf1l;\ (lllrig,"', Cl:Jlll :)4 ~'Cl.HHll.I:el·~, ,t~!:':'legf.ltill~ :::'Jl'::U';' 1~HH.Ij.

I'lw S.. ll FtallehoJt~u fleet ha~ ht('.!·t.-\atliOO to 17 "e~lolelR, t.his Jnut ha:vh"g- bc('n:rup thr'~ hl?oildquai·t.-ers or mu~t. (If flu> 1\"llrt.h P~C"lfi.t~ tl,,·LPt. ~htl~tit'.!1
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,';Ial{lmell-t ~}!Owi1tg 'he IIm·naqe of ~'I!8Bel8 employed 'in tAe U7Iited SlalfH whalefl~"n.'lfrom, 17tH tu 1&>4.
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JUtlO :10\ reap-t:'Cthrcl.y, clOl:!i€l wl1,h llcct':'Qlhel' 31.l

YenT_ Year. TonA.
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10. LIST o.F WIIALING VOYAGES FIWld AMERICAN POUTS, 1870 TO 1880.

Tne folIo W iIlt!,' statement gives Ule nauw, rig', and tonnage of eael! Amel'i(jIUJ wlwJillg "esse1

8i:J.ee 1870; uIRo the whaling ground, til(' (late of Railing' and retuming, HluI the anlOllllt of oil and

bone secured hX each ,essel durillg the yeUl'K 1870 to 1880. T]te yefllwlc; .He arrauged ill :l1p hal}('ti

cal onl.lr hy ports, and according' to th.· year of till'ir IIepartnre Oll a ypyage. V \'i'ist'Ls fit (.-'U from

SOOlJillgtOll amI New London for Alltarctie fur H(·a1 amI sea·eJeplllHlt YO,yagefl nrc l.lOt illelnded.

These retums from 1870 t,o 187fJ are corrected from the list giVCH by Alexander Starbuck ill

his History of the "'~hal(' Fishery, amI for later .years are compiled froln tue files of tilE:'> \\'haIemen\;

Shipping List and the (ju!<tolli-bollSl' recordf-:. In tile report ot' lbp U. S. Pial! CommiNsioll for 1877,

Stu.rlJUck gives, u.s far as practicaule, the details of each .oya,ge froU! Amel'iCaJI ports since the

beginning of tl!l~ fisher;,;, and al"o mfOrtnalion as to the owner and master of each vessel.

The detaiJ~ of "oyages of 'Vl'~et'l hI the North l'acific, and Hudson Bay ileetJ!l are aJ50 given
ahove, OIl pages 86 to f14- and 99 to 104.

Nu,ml.wr Of 1'f88ds Bent out annually BiliGe 18W.

70

71;

71

61

M

-.-.----- .. -----.-. -_··_-"-_·_·"-~~·-·------I---
Yea... : )'Onml>ternf! YOa.rl\. i Nllrnher"f

~:::_--;_:::::;:J-:::;::;::j~~~I'§H~i>::.-;-.::.::.. :.- ••,:.:.:~. :.' :.::.~. -.'~.:.'~, ~.:.••.~.:.:r--;
1864 _ _ __ ••.•••••.•• _ ! '"' . . . .~

~::::::: '-: ::::--::::::::::::::::::: ::' '::::::::::::::::i m';~~. :::: ::: :::::: :::: :-:::::::::::::::, ::::::::::::::: ::::1
11~·.·.·.- '.-.'.:". -. : ,.. '.:, -.- - -.:::-...•..•. : •.•.•............,•.... 1

1

113 ,; 187ij _._ - --._. _.. .. .. - """ . . ,"'... -- - - -.- -. 103:1 1879.. ••• _·_·_··· .. ••·•••·•• .. ••· .. _· .. ••••• ··1
_,~~_. ~~~.~ .r.~~~ ~~__ ....!_~__ h ~.~_"'.~ • .'.: •• ••~r.~ .~~ ••••'~.~. ~_~~~.~

Ifroln 1870 to lAAO the lmmber of individual vessels that llarticipated in the whnle fishery of

the Unitecl St,atef! was 326, alld the nnmber of ..essels lost while 011 their voyagocs was 67. From

1860 to 1880, 1,734 voyages were undertaken: 99800 the Xorth and South Atlantic oceans; 271 to
the Pacific Ocean; 201 to the Pacific, Arctic, and adjaeent waters; 147 to the Indian Ocean; 117
to Hudson Bay amI Cumberland Inlet.

From 1870 to 1880 615 Yessels sailed from home ports on whaling cruises. Of this Dumber

385 wer~ fitted for cruising in the Atlantic, 96 in the PaCific, 49 ill the Indian Ocean, 52 in the

North Padf1c and Arotic, 18 in Hudson Bay, 12 in Onmberland Inlet, 2 at New Zealand, aud 1 in

800100 Sea. None have been fitted f()r tbe Indian Ocean ainoe 1877. The Jarg68t nnmber of

v~l'lels fitted in one year duri.llg this decade was 75 in 1875) and tbe smallest nnmlx>r WM! 37 in
IS7a; 63 were fitted in 1880.
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.1oo:nDawil'lOlJ ~. ~_.du ... , 112>, l';mlinn U('('.RlJ.·\ l1n1;'t" (l. (ki. 1~ }:~:;.:::.~

M~L5i.fl.a.Chul'lt·,:tt~.• ~_ .... ~_d'Oo r~. '; 3r..a: North l:tndtl,~ i July to i-·~~···

Mftt.y and Sumn . ~ ~ .. " do .•• r! H:27i l'>l.1dfic Or.:(.tH~ .! .Ang. ~j :.J un~ 4, 1&74
~i~el" •••. _.•• ~+-~.~~~ Ship&~""i 4J2: .... rl-o .... J Nov. ](l Aug.l0T 1t-'74

.T. F. Jlrf;li.:ndOTLI"-.U. lllird m~lt..f'. rll'OPlwd cl.t~i.Hl
ju hi.'i hOHt 'Vi'h.ilt.\ fn~t to n wh.u.lf'l. 18.70;
,I!loHnt liOlllu{i!! I lJT'f!rm 1~ wbnlo, L300 bone.,

~f'.II t home 1,~l5 8pe.rrn.

Seo t hom~ 97 ~l'erm: Jo~t, in tIJ" A wtlo 1811.
C...ptolli (J j fro",l d!~,1 A ngu.t 26, 1873. at ...... :

a.ent lIon I e 25 ~p~11lL.

Le,t h, tb~ Ay"tl~ 1871~

Do.

Sent h[J[];H~ 49 i ~ll·JjlU.

Lo~t jn the A l"('!.ie lb71.

,V"jtl~l~l\n\~'U !ti;';2.

RolJ~l'l S:Jul"hnry. 1""1'1,11 m"ta, Ji~d at V..t·
par.ai~.). :il.taYI IR;;~ : ;O-:E~lll homl~ -4:j1 BfJ~rrn,

&Qlt lH~lll(: ::-~~ ~veJm, 11) W)I~l1f:".

fk,nt h-oUlP Ull FI,"Pfl"lU i ll),I:;t-ln the ,AJ"(':ti-e 1m.
Sent II Om.~ ;'2 ~ .IJPfLitll.

A<M"d 11'16, form"d,' " frd~htllr i C. W.
SWllin, ~N~OHll mi..lt~, tlNn"L'"nf'ld bv a f&ul
Ii",· wnil" f"l 1" " "'bal" , J'h_"·'. lJn2:
F\cnt hnTIH·~'7r':-;pel'lLl, ~"'2!j wlHl1~ 2·~124: bone.

.. , .~, Trf\nBI{1:IT(L~1 fplnl ,:\rt\W "York 187(1"; Aont
hom,·5lI1.;){,r'o: "old t"S.n F,"""u"CO 1.73.

St"ut homo 9:~ :!:IPt'lll~: l'ltrjn'.~ b)' let:'! in thoA
'. ..A rctl~ 16;:L
! 8tmt, homf: la :fI,ptTnl, Kohl f •• Port J('£!:(lr-
i ~OU fIll" fl"d::11l1t1~ lS7a.

: &m t h.(JtrL..;-l 71:!;. ~ll~rru: !)nnli0L:nn(ld at M.h.".,
, O(':tob-eT'~ 1:'l7'.!.:-

6..
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Jone 28 ~ (l-e1.

XOV".

O"t. .S
•lnnl~ 1

fkt-. ll'

.xo~. 1

_,10.

.do

.. t1u __ r i 28"]: North. PPoWo

I
100,- &>oJ,," Ro.,

I I
(10 - ; I :"";il:j Pa,(~iflc Oecan

.-do ... I :141 I Indi.n (H,~.,o

SGhoonO'ri 61; A tJ"n tit· __ ~

n"rk .. _ ! :);,1;: XorU, P"cifio
I ,-

]!'i70.

Notu:, Bedford, J[(f,jJ~. !

n...nbow ......

Orl~ndo... ~ .

Il/!u,d"or .... _. Ship .. _

Roocoo. -.' . .. 11Iark ...

Oot.'on Steed_ .. _

O,!ole •• _...

.\L](lir.-(IH .. J~~)'h ~~S;, J~,ll:Hlt' (j('(";[ 11 )i .. ,·" :..:~ t

.-\~h~lflH' (~ihltH. ,~in :<~J IH(l::iTd)f'l ;!!I ! ~~, 'F< ..
On. I ~,

""IJn'rl Gillha _J" :
J4-7! Padlin u.....(,~UJ )Ill)' 1;~._-

f},,,,,,,,h<, 2d _.• _•.

P."iflc .. __

1:'etrd ....
Pl'o-~~.

.A.l)i:l-1'1 Gihhs __ do .
AY()!:l __ .. ~. _ do .~.

Awa:.l;jhm;JJ;~ ~. io __ dfl -_.

C""',011 •. ' 1 SJ,il'_
tic"", ".-_. __ ,' Bark. _

I 3Q:f, Hndf!.nnnllY~. : ,JUlH~ ~l

2:W: P:.tCit1eatl~! Jllfl: Ih~(:

• s~e; North l'o"Ui<: _: Oct,
2.W, Indi.o (k",," ()~j.,

22iI: Atlnntk - -! MRT

! I

Cnmmot.l(}ro MOf1"'l~ _. Ship ~ ~~-13:lS ....do " _" _,: Apr, 2; \ !IllY ~~.l~';; ,
CUUl.~~~t •• __ ~ •• ~~ , • __ do __ r"1 3(1: Nort-hl"'Lt.dfit:_i ,July H+ j __ •••• r •• --

H!~7'.cU~., .~ __ ~. Bar"k. ! 273; Indi:a.ll Ocean.: Oct. ~ !Jnn~ 2~ J~7~

,1; ~y 1It'&(\...... Ship; :lOU i North Pa.dfl".: Oct, 26

G.nr~~ Il"w!llJ:ld lIark - '361i ... _do --. -- .. , 'i Sel'l.. W
H.,lkS ..... _... _<10 .... 163: PacHk OC"RU. i Sept.2i
In-Lng _.. _ Schnonpr' lfJ.O; Atl:\l~tif'. _ , ~h..y :?":

,rOhliC:aV~l'._ Bark .• ~_: :aa P;l~wifi.~Oe.r.:iln,: -"ug-_:t~

:' ..:
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~~n1 IWllH~ lHt~ Hpeun~ a:"")~ wllfl t~\ '700 h"amp.

Sent b"",e 100 -.vbnle.
Wi l·lIMa",n I~71.

~l·Tlt- l.H'Ioml~ ~~~j} FT('l"m~ 200 whale.

i W;I,bd""wD J871.

r Seut hOUle 72 ~pelm.

I C>elllllOIIle 100 whale.
1

8 ..

15
50'. _

lSn;_
ld_
'l(.

170_

]~l.

'I~

l~O

.Mar. :10.18711
Sept, ~ 1875

Sept. :11, 187;,

: Oct. 16. 1S7~
'0,,[, 4, n7~

, An;::. 22, 1870

3:':\
180" •• _

l:~Ji-"- ,
:;Ol-·· .. ·i

2~lll"~'"''''j WiUHlr.dw:u If:71.

GG

1

___ I Sent bOllie 59 "perm.

, I
3W' ,- --_._ ,I Seot h"llIe 295 "p"",,, 323 whale,

'lU; _ I
69: Sn-lled R.'l"s!ill fl,oon S\ftet. and waa}Otltn.t Aux

I e';'L."~~ F:'.ln·n~~'\, 3, 1873, ~ent home 41)
: ! I Ape. fit. 1!;(j wbalE!'.

3 '. 'K"v. 20,1871 [•••• ..1 4i.~,.'>, OW' S"W It> X,-w JY.df,,~d IB78.

9
7

:.~n_ne _1,__ 1_07__1 ii. _I_~_II .. 771' i D".
. . - l,o.t in ConJberl""d tlllet 1873; ....nt h6tlle

'UO ",hal",.

:S AU.~. 1.:s~ lii:.tl

:::4 .1 Htl(; 111 lE:7~~

J\ ""N- I,IH:;
~!J AuJ!,:. :,!:\ ljo;71

;!:i ~"l}t. Wr n71

__ SI'Pr.. '..:.\ l ~7~)

16 Au;::_ 9,1871

:..'6 8ep~.1[), Ib7tl

4 8el't_ 1. 1870

I:! Aug. all l.8jiJ

11 iJuly 29, lB71;
~U : June ~_ un i

I,
! i

Allt'_ 15, lS:n 1 1, :mij.

::kpI, U, I07" I. :lU!
1~ Hl~Pt. 6, 1~7l i(I.(J

11 SOpl. 5, 1F;U 11:
11 J um~ ~'.";. lobitl 10

2-1 Xuv.~, ll,;7i l·W:

U !J uuo 21, l,H'j"! :~(I

; Ol./t,

j lJ~:(;.

! lT~UI.

_! I<'d"

;AI",
JUli .

~LI1L.

__ I )lay 17 Sept.24.1870

i lI!a~' 17 8e1>1-. 23, IR70(lu _

'.(1; AUaotic.
W,!. __ .,]o _

....7 llu
it.:~. _ .{lo .. r

I
H~!"l' p~\~;tl(~ OCH<:Itl.1 :SOVT ~'1

,
I

1I6li ;:,r01'1·11 Pacific _:. N(Iv. 3

105: belli" ocean ! June 20
I '2fI/ dO '1 July 15

3llIl IiIorth Ptrooiilc . 1 Dt.o. II
i
I

c1n

I!H .10 .. : i D~,c.
'12, .•10 ~ •• , _: }~t<tL

n.: tILt i ·Jt\n.

!Hj! do _ : OH,

~~: do i dii,u.

](1')' lh. Juu,,
~(l;'!- (lfl - A1H'.
~II' (io }~t'.h.

;-:l~J do ; M,"-y
H~·. uu . Fdl.

tln.,_i m~l .... ao IrJan_

,d" .. _ I no'. - d" ---- --- IF,,],.
1 I I.lin ! 1;l9; __ do _~ __ .~. Ja.u.

do ... _i IIi All. ,,,,d Ind ", Al"·.

D."ig -. i lO'l Athwtic -~~-

do I J~:l' do .----
S~,h";~~~, £9 ,In --

iSl 'lL1l0rl l ;1'/:

dll ;

_.,10,
(lo

i
;

i
, 1

~'·hrIO'Lh~l·i

.(lh ,_ i

: tlu _

("zeor~~ f.I mOl )f ~ I':'i" .. _
P~ra.~._. _

8. B. IIow"" . _

1S'-0.
J-la1"iQn, .lfo:·'!>;,Irj!,

OlflUlI3w..-t

Wil!'illl Wil.,m

U-I"Ji!ll).(~rt. ~ta./l':.~

Booton. M~••_

F, Ii, 1I1"or6 .... _.
Mault'll 8mH!l.~~._

"l~hri't'el". __ .. _

,\ ~ ll'~hau i,~

~\H1(H{'.til'

...\ ela :\1. I ~~'+'l'

g, F. L""·p.all:i.~

C LS-T"lrHI'.i
Elln-jtl1;,lyGF-l'"",,"

.EUr.H Uj t P~j 1J
;;"~6 II. J'hillip~ '_
G.'"ndc ~l. ])arki:'L

M:l1]1 G. Cunl'u

::\1. E. ShHHIOll-:io

)flmt'0ZU!rl!1 .

0, M. Reruhlvtutl

QuicK.tep _
Rit'hlg Slll~ _
~WolAJlCUI'l._._. _.

S. A. PaiD~ . ~~_
WilHam A.'\.' GrniZ-lt't' ..

Barth. Goa"old .. _.... , ..d" .
lieuj, C "mining!< . __ , do ..

Call"" _ d" .
Comilla _ _..do ..

i
&1 k. .. ~. i 105: C urn, Iulet... ~ _~ .MtL~

. do .. ~ i ?5.lJ: SnuthAUantic! JUly

&hoone~, 101' IIndo"" Ba:> _ ! ,hili'i . ! •

! 1
I

C. E. Foot..... ,- &hoo.ne~:. 1;;(1 PocifieOOO&n "1' O"t, 7 June 30, lII'72 ~63:.-_ •• _ Wil,udt..",n lR72.
(J"r1oU.. Bark.... i 480',., ~o. -. - noe. 31 Adde,] 1870; l""f ill t.he Arotic Ooo'l) 1871.

:Y"""'.dl\\Kd-I' Ship. _. _I 301 do - .1 lJ"c_ ._ 1"'81 .tSr""llIH)~'aL&g""n F6brnary6, 1m.
I , 1

},(en,.hi~"ff l!o.rk I 2'J"J _.,10 - D...,. JO. Ang. 14, 1872 320,_ ..... ;...... 1 M''''.hlkotf ..ilbd......o 1872-

P"",,-- Ul7J, Scboon"rlllOI--d() - IApr. ~7 Iii~ -'1872

1

1
-"_"1

1
, ":1'----" Added 1ll70; wllbdmwn 18'71!~ no~rl

/1'_ R~tJ:f",a, M .....

A.1\. Tnekfll' ... , lliN"k ... -' lWI Indi..n Ocean - Mo.)' ~ I ()ot. 18,1lf7~ I :!2IL .. -.,1 ... - Senl, b"me a« "perm.
Ab"",l1...-ker _do _.• _ lIIlO, l'llCili" 0.""". l\h~' H1. 8ept"jlJ,ltI7~· 1,400 2,05\11 .'

~:: ... _, i:~:::' _1:1 ::~;:el=> ;:;:::: 1(Wt'~I~~-;'~'~~-~~j~;~ s..:o~~~"::1l~~:~i"o~:~:m~t21~,
.Ann.....M> ._ .••• '•••do 108' AII"lllic --.-. MuS 2:J May 16,1lf73 40 10~' 71\.~ S..nl-hoOle2112.per"';."ldtoFlUt......enlll7ll.
AD..,I Gtbba • _.. , .. ,do .... ~03!, n"ot.oll Bay DO\<), U .... __ .... ___ ,. _... ...... Loot 011 Marbl. lIIl1lnd, Rud_ Ear. OC'

tober 111, 187~; bad 53Q whll1t1, )0,000
I I><lu" I' ......<>1\ 8,500 bon"_ Fil'- of thO

I i ~.re1l'" <Ii'" of """rvy.ow 1,200illl,-i\fXIl .
1,411IL I ,

41Q __ -7~:1'::::_:1' A=~ ~~~~~-:;;.j
_t bOJQfl 1~.perm,:&,&O. ...,-... ....,
bl,m&" . '. " -'. .""
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!:.!
~

:_._-
iE ~

~...
1

0;

"E f.. '"" :Rem~rktL
<~ j ~ i.;0..-0 rgc '- Il[:'-':;:'

~$e

~
~

:<lO- dl
~ = O:i ~i.~

A ;,;;
! .._-

i.i
I ~ I
i':; 1. !-...~

I

16'71. I
A'.w R'dJef'll, MIJu.-

Co... t.innl!-d. I i

I ' - I I .
Ch,.,:rlea "1".1d.oTIl:ll,ll ~. Bar].: :314 lTj1Ji~n Ocean -1 S~~pt, ::.!t,i- Ot't ~! I 19,,~ : lr 3·hJ; 212; ~~. r ~ T; So.llt hilm(llU~ "'pel".ID, 1.600 pO'UDt.la bun......

C"l'ndm·············I···d". ~U3 l'acifioOCOOll./OCI. 10 · ••..• ···i : :"'0 .. 1 CODd~IllQ~d at P~itll. Mltreh, 1873; ""ntIii i : home ~;r: f1iJ'{'Il"U:l, ((\:.8 hl11U'p1J~:lc':k.

Gour""r •.•••.• , •.•.. t· .d.o.. ~59\,_. d" --.. I,TUI:\" III ... ., ..... "1"'" .\, ..... ,
1

•..... , R'lII d<lwll by "'cam.h;l' Ymla Oe-toll,·r 2'1,
lh7;J; allft.ndollf'tl WiEb ~OU !iTH~f]Jl. a~

Ii· l I· wh.4.1f'1; /"-'::IJ.llwJne no ~pennt 3~ij whale~
.l-~IUlllaC,Jon"" •••.. Shll'", o07, .. :.do ~. : ... ,.Tul.V 11 i Nov• 6.1E74: 2,1:17 / .....•""ntll"lU~~15.]Jerm,
Enl~pa ~~ _~ ~., ~ .. ~ ~ _ I .. do • -~ 1323 ~orth 1 ac:!.6c r .net::. 14 Api·. 1-:. 1P76 i ~'l(l. -'tr .:..~n);~:!~ :~6:; ]~f.'ltH"{'" 1'0 VI:::.!1,I1HH1th lfl\.rtiCH...

. 1 \ , '.

Georw'andSnlll>D "'1 nark. 343, AtlR~tie... AUg". 21 1oL>J' 2.1~741 Mil 1. Vlii, .,,' ':';ellll, ..m"5i~.I' ..rTI), 141 "..""I". MOb"ne.
Glad,·, .•••. ,"' •••..•. do 195' Cm". Inlet .. , J111~' 0 Se).!.. 20, l~a 1 '7,;: 1, MO &'1<1 N Wia~a..t<t, M~•. 1813.

Hel." Mar.. •..... , ...dn i ~~41 North P.dflc S,'1'\" 20 Apr. 15.1l!iG ' ~4-i': 3, H;·,,)'::O,08o,
Helm.. Snow .! \0 ~ 21·' 110 ~ll' 0(', 0(1;1 1"-' __ ~ .!I ~ent ]}Otlle. Hi9 ~perm ~ dll.lDnlOC"d h-r l~f\ in.."''''''j''-' "'I "I

i
' 'Wl ~ ."u ,', • i ! th~ A.ret;". A.ll)!l1,t 10, 187?, auit ..bnn.

: I d{on(~J ~ nfterwal'd found, UkoE:!'u into San
! ! l'n:lvclf!.c.Q, ~md ;H.olll w~":V ~nlY:tSgef :Aailed

I
ii I l~ll'('l 'ft,·oya.~t'J fn~D.l f;l.\.tl I'rnnc:isco tb!'J) m~

i ! j. d ~.'r ft l;lssian 1it\g.
ll:tHUk•••....•••... ,. __~" , .. '! 1\11 1>:"l.I." \)n""" "-'''1:. 23 A.U~' ~,l~lr,' J.410: w;.;..
jB'1U·alllJlder,.r'"..·.•.• .....'.,••.• ,·1"I.'.,.'ddoO,'.

0

' 'Ii' :-4l":':iii IIn>,"'d':~~ ~~.•.ll' JSeU"I.:." 27 .July H, H;i5' ~,';OO. 1,100
1

, , ... ,

<> - ,l."-'.o-~...... 2:; i <~~ --~ ••• ~ ••• - [--- - ·'1-- --- - .L._~.[ -g~'':It home fi'O? ~pl~l'm,:" ~oId at ..Alh~nr. New
I ,_; _.. _ I ~ 11"1h,,,,1, .lIb,,,h, I~,:J.

JiH~"h. 'P~rry .. n ••• _ ~ _ ~hip. _. _'1 'J.l~i ~Q-rlb Pa:Cl'Ul~ _~ D"h;~ ~TI A·pt' , 1, l~t,J'j .L'I 4-. "5W.
j
'"t2.. WOo

John P. We"t... BRl"k · .. 1 253" Indian Or."'LD : 8<-pt. l< OCI. 1I,1#74: 4Q~i 1,75~i 7,400: Seull,,,m.a7 "l,e1'1". 4"OOponnda 001>0.

J o'"l'hine •......•.•. Ship,.. I 3631 N"rtii l>"'.ifle ·1 Sr.Pl. ~o M"y ~", 187:;; 1>-10i (, Jj5:53, (iOIJ'

E:,lJ,th](,tll _.~ ••.. _~.~ . Ba.rk ~., j ~u6 Il'JUio".l'UO{~f'.an _\ ()(~t. loG AV.r. .a(}~]~D: 1~450~...•.. ~ .

J.3.(:(lDja~~~~ __ .~~ •• __ .. f~~.do _ ~ l58 Ati;:tntit::, . : JLlllB :?u ~o'{', .3.1~72 101; 11_.~~ __ 1 S{!lnth0l.tt4~9:l ~p~~rJ.ll.

Jr.ta.L'vIlgn_··~&_·~··~~~1 SbiP·_~_lr 478i,' Xh1't,h 1~R("J1k i,J-li:W~ ::.7 'iii ---II I Sent hQme 230 ~pl\rm, 2,302 wl.taJ~t ~!~..aOO

I
1~~~1]~att~~nAi-c~~~\.8;6~IlU }"'nincilwo J~74 i

1L,,'y 1"'·~.ier JBark \ 001) J>~cillt Oc""-,,.j Xo". ,,~ ,A..,.,go". ~<.".' 1~.7.l} , 17.. 0.i,.l.,. 50(1•••,! 1,2\10. &lId to DlgartowD 1~76.
:Milw"otl •••• __ •· •••. ll ...dO ,1 216.: ClIDclnlet i Ap,., .~ &ot Imn1c ~O .penn, I"", Ou Black LMd

, f' l~la:nd, ~O"L:UJ;l.I(':r- 1.~1, 1871; aan.'d 14:0
. ;1 i i . i i ",hale; l,oum in lilEl6.

N"rlhurnLijtht ..... , ...do .. " a85!, KOlthJ'""itiu.! ()"t. lUI MaY17,lillJO': 350'1' 1,15<>' .•••• " 8""t home 5:;0 .perm, 7,2(1" wlut.le, 71,813

I
~ I ; bo.D~~ 13t35:J. h·o r'Y •

OIiLtl.llnli~ •. _r~···' .. 'I! .. ,do - -_. i 'Z~~! Indian Oc{"an. Oct. 4 JUllCi 1~\ 1~61 5351 1/2';15 .. ~~ ..
O~pray .,~ - dn _~_.:. 172( Pa-C",ifi Oeean \ J"ldy 37! ~1uly 1~~, 1~'74 liT ••••• [ 15U .. ~~_ $ant bo,n.l.e C55 j:lp(lrul, 46;;' bnmpback.

retr.l , .•. " 1\1> . '25i! In(llal1 O<:olln ., ,J nly iW i May 1, 1874 1, 338; 00 ;Wo Sellt hOIlle 74 Bl"'.ro.

Petre) IS'-'boone,' Ol' Atlantic . 'I Dec ~I(l iS-"pt~ j.l~i2 111 l~; ...... :

tim,.l1. 1l0-rli. I !Zi:ll' do..... May ~4I:lof"'\'12,1~73 18r,1 all: .. __ .. 1SCl>t.hom"600.I,e'UJ,~03 l!al", 1,00b""•.
~"nr_e '" .do. Ian North Padfi" I' All>!. .~ ).la,.- l'1,1il7J 60) »«I' 8, 300
Sunbe.'\tn I do ~"'1;J. Iud!&n Ocean Doo 4 I n~c+ 6. Uri;} 56ti ....... ~. r I __ ~ ~ _.:

'1' 'd I'" " '. . I I .
11 ellL do ·4221 Northl'"",itlo 'Sept. 6'.. . .•... , .••• " &11>t Ilome 307"p.,.m, 1,6\\ij whal., 21,000

"'IVa,'. ." ....I I ti '1' II ", ! I : S:~1lllhd~I>:=; 1000t~P~"""'U'7a .
•••••• do .. I 100 .AtJ.an c __ . May II, ,July 21.1.3 :JlI6i ! : D, Om" "penu., w e.

rOtlDg Pb.<Wix .....• I Ship .. i IlfiJ

I
Indian 06ean . Oct. s! June 14,1515 8401 (00; 1,000 SauM nnder ClI-pt. Silas G. :&kt'r.....ho

Pa'rh4!;«A JI1. ' I i \ i 'ClILlQ. bome 1871.

G=~l ""'I'" ";';'0_'1'_ ,.IA" '.J'" .,,, J .
Coba.n.n..t ', "5<Jhooller" ~ AUantlo ..•... Jun. 1:l1ScPi.1"l.1'il11 1J

r

l
l

i
Wllhn", Wlleol> ·I ..do .•• , I i -- ..<10 .••. May 241 Rapt, 13, 1ll1'l 175 ......•••••,

W"ipwt, X..... j •

;\i~tto.\1ol""tt ·· 1· BlU'k "'Ii Hoi Ath>ntl.o •...•• Jon. 21 Sept. 1,1872 43i'; 88( 8elItbome1l6lporUl.
PlotiRa ,do "H PlIdllo 0""00 No.... 6 JIUUlZ, ]11';0 1., 00.' SIlO .

s.;:;:.::.:~:.:f·do::::i;M lDdlMOoea.o: Apr. 18,June B.1SH 2M 26'0 ,.- •• "MI-~~l:.'":ha~at",km6dby.. "Wba1e,

Cbrico ...._.'- •... __ \ ~1l ...1m Atl.IAltit> •••.•• {)ct, fj Sept. ',1\\Th l,otll •••....•_. __ Sl.a,ik...d.$OO,OOOl $li>,OOIJ<pPidt.

PI""'-ro-. Hun I ,
A' '! .. ;

J8UI " j~ert llJ AT.la.1I.Uol J ......
A~ ~ ,dO,_"..\"·n l!G , J-.

8110. V.:vm.;U-12
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rO~a9Ck of Allwritan whaling t'IlIMeI,', uno to 18HO-CQutinul'd•

-_._----------_ .._----

5 _. _ Sent hom. 605 BJHlt'nt.

158 .

,

:ro' llept. 11.1871
- ; Sept_ 2!}, lB71

4 i ,Jnne H, HHB

~ i Sept. 8,1871
20 . Sept. 7.1871

17 Au!!:. 00,1871

~'eb.

JaIL
Jan,

: }'~ll.

_I If,l.,
____ .. ! ]'eb.

87 .Ulantic
1/'. dH.

.'~--_.--- ---1-----.... ·1~·ou~~·~;voy~~:---
-;, I
~ .. i ,; '1--~~-'--'

. ! ~ iii;;) ~.J ~ oJ
~ I.g ~ I 0 3'0 I ~o i ~ ~
~ '], ~ .£, ~ IE: §~ ;

:}_I__ ~ .--I~--I.~~.!-~i__~, .. _
! I I I

! I :
42: 210: _'

21!f· 188 __

l~Ri 235 ~70' 5eDt hOme 160 "perm. 42, wbale.

7s1 61.. .... 1

751 2(0 ,. 'I
00: 2~1'...... Tawed lato Vin.Y'.....! Ha".n, di.",antled

r in a i!!"'~ ...l, .A II gUl!!lt 16.
6; .. ~ • ~ . ~ SelJ.t home 200 &PflTW •

lO~~. r ••• :

1 '

. tl(].

___ do

Brig _~ __ : IH!: --.do

Sch<>O{l<'t'1 67 _.. de _
.. do- I g~' dn
__ .dn _, fj~l: .__ do_

i

&h(O<n!tl1':

.. _<ft,

1811.

nonon,M"...

~------I---

i
1

ElICboL .... _

I
1

ProoitootMtcn M<U. -'
Chnt.inl1~d_ - :

Qulcko\;<ll"', •.
Rleing Sun , .. _

A-dL. ~I. D'y~r _

G, P.Sl'arla
D. A. Small.. .. ,
EUillllUr.~h ..•
Gl'fLeie M. Par-keto

M.oDto~":Dma, •• _

114 .... _dn -- ----- .. 1: Apr. Sept, :1,1872
00:_ .. do .. ... M~l', 23 Nov.2~,1871

'. , i,
:El.<ml, n..l<"" .. -...... Brig __ - 1 lOll: Atlantio INOT. 2~ , Apr. 13,1874
Sarah E. I& i. Sob OOll erl 9!1 do.. .. __ 8opt. 11, 1872

I . i I
Brig __ I l<a' Ata.ntlo i :M~y 20 Ii AIlI\'.I4,l1172 11iO~ 'I ScutbomeU98l1el'Bl.

I • I
N"", .l.<>R<1<m. Omm. I' I: I

Concordla.. Bark 1 217, Cum. Inlet__ Apr. 25 N.,.... 9,1871 ' .. _ , 1 Nothing bllt freigbt , broken 1Ip,,187ll.
I . 1 I I

1....00118_ -.. Brill: __ -1 192,'" do May 31 !, Oct. 28, 19'12 'I' ···· .. 1 228

1

' --."" "I,.

S~ ll"pb , N. Y, .
i I . Ilot, - -- - __ - Brig __ . ; 116. AtI"lDtie ,In ly 171- - . " _.. _.. 80..t bome 41ln openn, WO w balo, 71)(1 ponnd..
i I I I bone, cundemllt'lrl at Bnrhndoel\, l.>ecem~

8 ....h~, C,,1. I" . 1 1I0r 14, 1874; Sag Hatbot'.. I""t whaler., , I

:Ma.nnclla .... - Brig i 128i raoiJIoOOOlLll Feb. 4 ..... · .... · .. \.. • .. ·'1······.···---:1 Nto~~~~l~~la...l>t &lawmen'.. ~oon,
182'''.

N_ Bedftrd, Han. ;; !
Abbie Bn41'ord &b_: 115 Jlmloonn.." .. Mo.y 28 8~pt. 7, H'a3 i......: 878l3, 181:

ArDoln...... .. 130.>'10: .. 1 WI North p,,:,ill. Jon. 2 May 1,18761 620' 1,170'116'200'A.U.ntio ." _... ..do - - - . I 2llt ro.ctflc 0"""" June 26 .Juno 8, 1876 . 670 040 . ,. _..

Ca\ifumi..... • .. 8hlp . - - _Ii aa7r New ZelIl.o.Dd A IIp;. 7 Aug. 17, 1876 i 2, 600 000 1, 500
CbiDa --.. Rark - - - W:' Indian Oceau Jnllo r.: .i- SeDt borne 428 0P!'In>, 1,170 ..-lale, 8,-

I I bone; OOUd<:WIU;iJ,. '

Coral . , .d<> : ~li l'ac\ll".Ocean : Dee, 4 1 Ma~. 5, 1877 I 63(l 1,:l2O 12, 000 Am"ed at 81m F"'llelfleo.
n"""" .. : - -. - - - - - - _dIO : 258; At1lI.utic ....... May 1 IMay 1,1875 11, llOO (5fl

ll:1Iza Ad _ Ship !~I PaclJle Oc""". J"-lle 10 July 26,1876 i 2, 2W 1M I, lOO Mr. s..verin<l, eeooudmatl!, died JI[~187~
:E. lI. Adams __ 'I Brif;, c./ 1(171 AtlliZltlc •• - - - - JUl:'" 11; ADg.1O, lB7~, s:Jhf· -: &nt hme m sporm.
h\Mn --- Bltrk - -j 2l!ll: .. _do .. _..... :May H! Aug. 5.1875 1,2051 ~OO .

lllinoio --- . .. . do -I 4{19- 1<orth Podli<l • ,ran. & i -- . ......I......:....; Addoo 1871; oolliilow.l with the M~l'SIg..
1 I; I 'I '1' lUId Bun11: In ·the Ar<:t1c A prll Ie,- 1ll7ll1

I
I' I i ",,,,t home 587 whale, 2<1, 59~ bo..e•

.1....... AII<ln -"," d<> ....1349! ... do --....... Jan. 8 I.. ······ ..·.. ·'·· .. ··: ....., IFir8t mo,te John N. l'1urlon "lid buIIt.'! cmJ"I'

! 'I )""11874-, mJlflIl ,IUlrn I>y"- ....bale; ...~.: !, i! dOlled In the Arotlc It'.16 , _t home 1/;0

1

' I 1 "p<rr1n, Ii, H)O whl>1e, 79,50) bu1>f>. ha.d
1 i, i ; 1,6UO whole, 10,000 lou/>.." un boar.L

,r - __ - t Ship.... 276 Athmtic .1 May 28 : Ma)' 21,18'111: 1, 6W 1,100 a,lm,

,r._ . - II Ba.rk. JOO
i

l'lorth I'.dflc IOct. a I.... ! -..... -i c~i::,~ ,,~r~s,.,;":'i ~m}:o~;~

I I ! I ..-hlLle, 112,930 bon,,; lo..t in AroUe 1877.

,r.~ 2d d" no

l
_410.. 1000t, 2 :-- - ! -.... IA.~t:.1:~;:tO:~/..:~~b20~

I I' 2,0(1(1 wha/;e, 2lI,UUII bDDe.
Jt>ln> na......n .. -: .. do.... 173 Indiw oee '1 Nn.... 26 ' !lept. 1l."\875 , 1,0001 I ,"""'
,rohnHUWlAlld. •• !-.de .. 371J ....dv : JUIlil 4, May 27.1877, l,1!ill! 2,1100'

JOII6p1:l Maxwell d" f 2Il8! NorlJJ PauftI,,_: ,TBl\. 10 -- .. -.. - , r,·::::.
1 ~: • l

Ii, ' '
1-40 _ 1:168' Atlaotic __ "i ,Jul)' JS AU8.18. 181/1 1,~OO, ...... 1.... :_
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PlJYagll8 of Amerleav whaling v~OIId.,1870 to 1880-·CQntiuued.

.E, N. lIMR'l. tlNt 1nlOte, dro1me<l by a toul
linfl1!l7"~_

liOO """

8&pt. H, 1876 1, 760 ,'" __ ......

Oct. Ii, IS7S I 1,

---.---------I-R...~Jt·OC VOY~-i------'

, 1 ~ ~ lit"'i~ ,"i-' ,
;i ~ :. ~ :~ .: ~~ i ~ ~

.... I' ~ ~ I $ !i, 1<0 : E .~2

Xao r:::d~~eH~I!-~~'·t:<.---···~-I~~-I~-!~-:~-i'-;--
C""tinned. : 1 ! :' :

~1~11h:lo, .. , !. Bark m. P<&clfl~Oooan,: O~t. 0 ·I'.'··· ,· : !.· : Condemned at llay of bland. No"emb<"
: . \, i ~ :W, 1874 i ~Dt homt' 494 S!l'el'"Ul t 3:"65 whale.

MerU", ....•. , ",'" '\" •.do .· •. ·1 ~~. X .... Zealand., Jnly 2 Jnu61D,IB1&! 1.lrlO: •••.. , ':
Mt. Wollaoton ;.•. do 320

1

NOl'thP""iflo.] July 0 ; , .•..•.. ,' : , i I.ost in Arctk 1879; 2,850 hale; 2Il,000
:; " ! I bon(;~

Ohio __ ......•• ." ...do __ " '120~i Ath.ntlc ..... ' liRy 28 lOot, 10,181.; 1,000 00; M3;
On rd...•.•.••.. _.. 1.. do .... 330

1

' PlWirlo Ooean [' .1une 251.... --, __ .... ,!......1·.· .... !... _.. ! All.ndoMd in tho j,...-.,tic 1876; bod 1,~00
,I .1 \ ~ w hal f::1. J 4. 000 hm~f.I, Dcn t h mne 645 lI!I:pel'n1\
, I I 'i; . .l3-bfI ......h.al('l, .\7,200 Lo'U'!').

O"""yTIl.ft · .. I···do 11:14: Hndoon BA.,. •.IJnl1 ~ I ···'· .. ·.·,; .I,.~t on MILl'''l" blarld (Hnd.on Ilay)
, ! I . I ! I , I'leptemoor 14, 1872.

PaI",,,tt<> ...•••....•. t ••• do .... ' 215 Atla"ti•..... " 001.. 2 Sept.~, 1875· 1, tl50 ...... ' ••.• ,

P~t.,,\ "'''''1 &h<>onerl 6l du, .: Oct. 21 ',J'l.ty 2t, lSn !, ·IOl<lO.,,:, :
~r."ajd""t, 2d .••.. ' •. Buk. "1123' .. do, ,.!lday o! s..pt. 20.1BT4 j jeo, 18i 1 f;....t. bnm~ lI4e aperm, 10 blaokllab.
S""'" ' _.. , do" .. 2341 P"""lflo OcallB. Jun" a July 1,1815 1,810.', : !
SplHtan " , "1 __ .do , 20.( AIl.ntin l[ay 22 May n,18n 70!i I" .
St. Q-"orge, '......... Ship. _. 'j' 3112 North PllClllo, I' Jun" 4 i .... i A bu.:rldoned I" the Arctln 1870; had. 1,400,

.[. i ' I Whole. 1,800 bo!,"; ,,"ut bmn. 296 Op"m>.
: . . ,UOO whal... atl.390 bol,l".

Triton " &t-li: , 2~ do . __ : J"",n. ~ .Tnn. Il, 1878 25-5
1

2, 1°oi43, 000'

Union _ .. I l'iOhooneot'\1 60i AtlantW i![&,\ 13 Sopt. 21, lB72 B71 !
.l'l1!rh4ven, )tau, \ I) ~ I .

};lleD "Rod"'an II BohlKl.Ilerl78 Ath."ti ,. Uct. 0 ISept. 1, 1813 73)' , !.. -- ..
Goo.J..fonee Brig 128 do , , May 28 .. :. Sent bmne 278 ep"=; cundemned lit Bu·

M""""" MOH. II . I I I I hadoea April, 1873.

Adl:IliAl BlIIli:e., ..... ' 8ch<>ml~1 84 Atlantl....... May 22 s..pt. 22,lil13 ll4
1

11. 1Al!dt><! 1812,

CobllllDet d 88 d~ ~, J ..n. 30 Aug. 31, IJl72 200 201 tSold '''1!·'-~-VAn ,..,.,
............... 0 ..• [ ' .. ~ ••.•••• ~\llCO. 4 Sept.-,IfI78I 1M! 2! •.••. j: ... ....... ~L<'...

W';:':::;;:'O i"1- &---1 May 27 JnDelo,lh73 2lI ~i ~ S""tbom"!lOO.penn.

C.pe 110m Pig_.... :B&rk _.. : 212 p...,;tlo 000Iw. A."g. 8 May 11,18'16 1, 070 3,200 .... __

11"ulp<>rl, Jltu6. I i

A.. Blob . -. . •• •.. Bark.. ., 303 AtllOntlo .... __ I J nly 2a

GreybOllUd '" __ do . __ • 163 Indlu Ooeal!. '1 .rune 25

p.,..lrl~Jl_. I
agate --.............~ 81 AtlantIc .•••. 'I.ran. 31 Sapt. :, l81'2 D8 :l21 .
Alcyoge .. , do ' do Feb, 22 Oct.. 7,18'12 101 9llO "j
A.utan>tI~ do 101 dO) , ' \ Apr. 23 S5pt..l4. 1!l72I 1l!8 ..

~:;:n;~::::::::::::: ::::1 79
:::::: :::::::::1 :::: : :::~1~~: .... ~;I :!::::::, Withdra,",lm.

R.F.Spll.l'klI ,do .. -- II! __ . dll __ 1 Feb. 7 s.,pt-25,11l72 75

1

2M'_._.,,:
C.1. Spub do ..·..M do . __ 1 Hay ft Aug. 28, 1873 107 1691

1

1, 43S, Bent bl)JIle 175 _penn.
li:.ll.HatA'lld do ~ do Apr. 11 Od. 5.1872 14-1 !:n.epla<ed 1872, n",l 8.<1ain In 1873. Ar--

riV<ld llt>ptam""r 10. 1813; 181 aper",.

l!:lblidgeGMry, do .•. 71 , do Mar. 10 Sept.S5,l872 47

1

' 72 ..i R<>tnrul\d 1812.

Ell"" 1U;,pll1t -do 67 dD _... Feb. 22 ,TulyI6,18'12 112 214:, 'I

(;mew M. PArke£••••••.do.... 82 do I.ran. 25 Aug. 7,1872 105 11231, ..
JabnAtWOod...._......do ........ Hudaon B.y.. May 29 Oct. 8,1873 ..... 1 lllOl 8,~ Fonnuly A ~bt"r, added Ifr.'2, with·I : I drA....n 1872.
M.E.SInuDou do l Atlntlc .••••• Feb.2l! &pt.,.,lS73 1

1
nil 156 · .. ·1 SetltlH,,,,,,15Iloperm, 2.'>0 whale.

M<'Illtezurna. ••" ok> ..-Go ..f'lmtl 13 '&pt.!!!., 1m 3' .1 &t>t w.me l\1hfh&k>; wtth\tr..",,, 18'1'"
", J".Knl~ do 10 .. do , .Feb, 211 Sept-It, 1872&11 IS:· 1Beturned lim.

:~=:-~:::- _Ao____ :: _8et>_':: ~ d.~, ~.~.'.1 Soldat 5/O1l Francl.c" to Ne.... Bt>dtord 1876.-

lill& .>-•••.•••••••••• 1Wp .~., 9cpt. I Jthy ~,lll73, "'""
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"cyagr~ of Am·erwllt' wlu!ling fle81lels. 1870 ffj 186IJ.-UDnt·hmod.

--".---.-----l- .---~--~-------·-----I~~~~-~f_~:=:a~&.!----.. -
i ~ ~ j dl I] ~ ! Remarks.

<5 "" 11 Ie I~ I'" 'jcl '.
_t1 ,~ I - II; ; Ii.g I ~~ i j

'ji

~ \~ ~ ~ S I~ l.i ~
~v_ :=~Maf~-~---.:-----.- ,,-'-----~---I--i----r·--- -~----- ....'",.---
Ann""'nn Ilo.rk ,'" J " " __ __ !.. " : Loot ll""r B&rmudl;> July 8.1873; f1v8 m-n

C.m.Morri~.... ..do 1mffll' Atlallt.ic . ..1 J'l/~' to Sept U,1tl'e 2,lIWj -.. 10",1.

DtllIdcmono. .. . ..do 'I 23G: "... .. ,lUni> 8 Apr. 211, 1.76 1, 600
1 875 .-- ..

Ell: rdEVW&tt do 187' do Jul 21 Aug.12,18'i~ 890,.23 ,

LIlgOd d<>.. 371; Pacillc o".,OUl. dU1, 21 OcL 5, 1877 l'3302'700JU'~OO:
Y001"MIb. .. __ i· ..do : ISO; IlIdlan (lee..,... :no"v.11 lIl,y 2,1876 1.0W' !
Mer<lIUT \ 00 i ,m,' do llJo,r IS: YOV'. 8,1876 1.28<1; (ji i 1,200.
)filton __ , _... S~ . 'I 373 Pacific 0.,....,0 'Oct. 8: Oc(. 24,IS7G,~,1160i 200, 1, S6lIj

Mornlnll" StlI.J'........ Bark. __ . ~ail.....d" ...... -- i No\·. 18 . JUlie 2B,l1>lS11, 91C
1

1
......!..· .. ·I

. ",tl 10e l'O "870' 67' I1'''0111 __ • do .. __ . full! .a.. "'utlc t. 1 -,0"-. a,1 I 1, 01'''''1''''''1
l'ro=er d" .. " l2'!~r .dn --.-- '''1 JUlY 8 8ept,20.1874! 6"11 I
Sarah .. " , do __ ".i1~8, do ..... Aug./; May 2,lii'H;!l,085i 'tBO 1

Staffi:>rd -- , .. do ... 115(1' ludll\Jl.OC.""., JUIlO~O IM"'j' 24,,18761 !I8Q, 230"''''1
Talllerlan<J. .. __ __ ...do.. i :In! A th'ntlc. . .• : A ,,<:' 6 Aug. ~'1877) 1. (50

1

1
800 2, 000

Union _ Schoono. 00: -- do - Apr 10 JSept.:26, H173 110 -.

~J[..... I Ii!
14atllda.s..:r.. ....... Bark ... 231i PlUllllcOoon-n. July 22 i dnl}'1fl,lll7? 'I' 82(11 670 -_•. _.

1 1 •

'WIIIlp<>re, MfUI. I I I j

Yattapo1..,tt Bm-k .. __!1101' Atill.D.tlc._ •• -- Jun... 111 S.pt. 21, 1874 j 1137'_.•••••••••• I6<>nth<>mel02"'-,
14=aid ." __ dll .. '1213 l ..di 0<l0<\(1Jl. Aug. 2111 Apr. 16,1870 1,82:1 \

&II QIl""U do ! Ips d" JlUJe ZO , Allg. 20.11!7~ 1,31P 66 \

~Wton,M_, I ; 1

Ag.tb __ SohOOll.en 8J A-tJ.."t.ic i Feb. L jSept. 15. 11113 I 37 /l6 ••• "'1
Aloyoue do ")1 00" -- .d" ! J'.h. 20 fSap!;. 2£, 11173 I 111 158 1
Aatarctle " do . __ . 101 <'10 j F ..b. 20 Sept.16,I87ll 1171 45 ••• ..·1. .
ArimD. __ --1 00 711 dn , --'i Pol,. 20 Sept. 9,1873 125 258i 1
B.F.8pfU'ho __ ,.. do .. __ P~I' do .. -- .. --~ Fob. 20 S<!pt.26,187:J 3ii71·· .. ··j ..1
B. H, BoottIoJd "I".M.. 89i ....do.... . .. ' Dolo. JO S..pt. J3,18101 242. -- . rl 1 Sailed "","D 111 1S71l or 18'14. amv".} Sepoi i . I I, ~rnboi 7, 187>\ wilih 2.'\0 .penn.
Elbridge Get1'y do> -- -- 'il, d" .. -- -- --, H\). 20 Sopl.10.1S73 121 1111· 1 Wlthdr&WIl 1874.
EUon RUp.o.h 1__ d".... lit do 1"~i.J. ~O Ang. 12.1873 1

1

1~1 207

1

' ..
Gracie M. Puker 1· .1".... 82

1
.. do Feb. 20 SIept- 2, IBm 1118 !ro2 .

N. J. Knilt'hto " ..• __ )...dO... 'iO .. do l'·eh. ~o &Pt.14, 1878 1. ~~ ~Ol"--'i
QuWbte;v "" ---- .. -- do... wi··· do Mao,' 5 A ..g.2lt'L8l'4

1

In;, 1---"'1 &ntIulIUf>lI3aperw.
Rl&IDIl!'inn __ , ... <10 !IIII''' .<1<>.... Feb. 2() Aug. 30, 1874 WI U51 1,4111f .

l3lwItN\.oo j. __ dn 110,· .. · •.. · .. 1 · I i ------I ~:::lM~rMi·p·N ..gro\N"n<'''8etda),

Wm. A. GIV:Jier ..•.. / dO 117 __ .do y 12 > Aug. 11,11174 i 481, j B"l'h-ood18711; RIlllthtllnflll!O liJIllrm.

! 'I i

Boolon, Maar, ! I 1· i I I
F. R.:MOOI'G i Brig. "11107! AtllllltOo Mas - aug. 6,18'15! 62.: ...... · ·1
HemanSnrlth J...oo .... J2aI· .. ·dQ ~ 2ll Isept.J!4,J8?' 187 n'l ·.· 8entbouiellOOspertn,
Sanh 11:. Lol1lriJo I Scl>oonori !IlI

j
l.... dO) 'I May 14 Sept. 11, 11174 22") II 1 Sestt hom.. 1M "p<Inl:I.

I i I'
~,JCau, 1 I ~ '.

Zoeh<>l. -- Brill J 1431 .A.t1ll:ntlc JIby 2<1 " J OoodoJuued at.~~ 1!14.1·.~··

:.:.:::. Bri, ••• .J..m,,....!, Janellll·ll-,~.. '~"'ill bo.'- '

~ ..1 Bd; •• ! j Pae1IoOCf$D.~.31 lfl>Y.l2, 1m to! ~~.
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V0!/49U (If AmerWatl wl"ding "e~8f'I", 1670 10 lBeo--Continued.

181

( ~. t l! !_~:-".~';f~OY~~i

I
? l:;:l ~..' t :.. i.£ I!::l::I I&::'" -; 1..:1 ~a ~ ,"" ... j :::l i ",:;l : ~ III

I~ ~ :; ~ :]<>'Ir'i'Pi
. ~~L:I~-~. ~__II_-!:- 1 ~ I.. .. e I'i------f=-j!':.- p. I
IS,,4. I 1. i i" I

N<VI &otfor<I. Jl_. '[ I . I . i I I
.A., It. Tucker , 11Rrk. 12:11 A tlantlc ••·.··1 N c", 2tI . 00t. :'.5..Ul1l; I 800: I i
Abbie BradfOTd.•••..

1
Behoeue)':. 1151\ :a ud...n &y. :M"1 12 I"~. Sopt. 14, lim, (, 601' &'ioO,I2, 000: j,'u-..t DLBte .....d ho..t'~ ore... lollt in the i~.

• 1 I ! fi~pt...ml>er Ii, 1$,4,
A.vola ...• __ 1 £lItk : 2~O! Indllll> Oc;;"n .j Jnlr 16 '. ,. __ - L

I
' Ill"" - ; Xine bllndtetl "1>"= W If;orch 5, 1877, ..h...., I· I! abl'l _al!!i oonde-ruu~d at ::Ma.b{':.

Canton I--.do ' 23-.~ d<; , ! De<:. $ J1l1.v &. H/78! 1,l>aO, 4-lii, __ ;
ClcBl'O, __""- . __ '"I __ ~O''' :~6 ~tJlUItm ._-.--! May 0 D"". 6. tm [ 250

1
3001 .. i

Cornehu$Howlaod .. ISb,p .... a3~ :NutthPacHlc.\ AliI:, t... . 1 ., .... '~,'''--' ,\I,a",loll,-<I In ,ho A"'tlc 1876, 1J,u}1,400
. i ..boll\, 8,ooQ1><m", """t oom" 60(18""=,
I: : 1,,,~U whol... W 000 000".

Ell,a I Ilat"". 2911 -- •. ,!c. -- .. --···1 :May 2B : Out. 18S() , ' i"""[ Uctuber 21i, IlIlI(I, had lake. 48ll8JI"""" f,17li
. " .' I wbal.., ~,800 00"".

E. II• .I.d&rnft :Brip: 107 Atlalltic •••• __ ; O"t, 1 . .:\.oj!, If>, 11176 330: 10 I
George Ilnd S....... Bnk .. · :U~ ••••do 'Sept. 17 ' ,Iu"" 12, l~n. 1,310' 1,260 .. 'i"
tl...Ilev do .. -.! 183 •.•. do __ .. Opt. 29 hJ)' 25.18771 11l0! 36' ..

~::~:·~~~M·::.::: .~~':: :::'1 ~~54,.~;.(k;~.:.;: ·~~·~u ..;i ~O,7~~:;:: II,~~I· ..;M!·;:· .. Bought from WeatpOttl87~.
l.uui>la __ lIo.rk --. i OOt A tlantie , Auit'. lJ ! .Mi>~' :i, 1878 I, OXIQ: I, 700: 1, ~OOI
Lydia "'" do 3 Paci1Ic Ocean .~, June 18 !, Oct U.llfi'i 1,381)1.-- .... ; Fortj'·......en ponD" ambergria.

M""" 1 00 2061 do1 July 1 JUlH,]7,J!'78 I,&oo! ;OJ ..

MlI;r,\' ~nd 6"....... 1· ..dQ •••• 3211' do An~. 11 JUDO ~ 1m 2, 000, 1.. ··--

MQttapoi tt . __ do 110.A. tl2ntlo __ Oct. 14' ,rul;1' 3, 1876 4b1l1 200 __ llooght fron> W_pon 187~,
Napoleon do -- .. \322 __ .. do .-- ,July 13 MllJ 4,11178 1, MOl 17 1••••••

NalltilQ&I~~'P":'~~•••.•.do .~~ ml Pacl& Ooean .. Allg. 14 Apr. ~ H~77 11900i~~~~'-t· ~~ ...1
X19<1r . __ __ _•__ __Ship _. .~2. __ do -- -- __ . iOct. 17 Ma,;' jO, lifo'S ~,000! !;!\OJ S. 3001
00.,." :. lllU"k. "1288 Atlantic ', Jul~ ~l .Iun"l~. 1875 2, Z8tl

1
630, 1,200,

Ospray __ __ __ .do>... 1 .... do -,I Xo.,.-, JO Oct. 26,.1876
1

SIlOL ..... :- .. -- 'i
Pd',,1 . -- .. , -- "I' .do .. " 't51 Iodian Ocean '1 Jol;<'" 7 May 20, tS77 ,I,llWi 200, 1, 6211

1
'

Pet!'61 "'.. • 8ell_er 61 Atla.ptl"...... l,hy ° lioPt: 7, 111'15 i 125!1 __ •••• i......
Pt'old""t _•. ' Eark 257 H"d_llo.y .. Jooo 1l ""pt. tfi,I875 1 __ .. .'lOO16,
&a Ra_g., -I- ..<I", ·lr.a AtiIo,;.tio...... ,lui>" 1 f>t,pt. n, 1875 I 1, awi • -I ..
~t"",\><."'1 i" ,do --.. 2llIl<~' P..,iflc 0"""" '1' lb ~; S.pt.22, )877.1 1' 520.1' i--. --! l':.r{;j,~~m. thil'd mate. killed by .--bAle

lIien __ .. __ . .. ..' 8<lhooner Atl..,tie ...... May 10 May 9,187';, 180, 10, __

Vll!llant . l!ll.tll. •••. 21 PM:1tI"~." 1'0;,'1'. a I ,fwue 24, U'S \ 1,410! 415)"" ..

W;:;,;:';,;,;;;:'" '" A_.... j ••, .. !"'" 0,m'l" T"
El&M=~:.--·!SobooDer 7II Atlantl,, f! :!;d} t~~:I~::~:! IJ···i,::::::

A.dm'llllak"... ""11
[,;0 86 AtiantJc •••• { ~,,'V, ~ ~I'~. 1~ mt ~~,--" '5)::::::

WlIlh... Wil8OU. :J 112 do I dUM U Oct. 9, 1874 18~ .... --! --
E~ll"J(~ .. · . l> •••• .... • •••••• iDell. 2 i 8<lP~. )6,1875 1J 35( 1

1

l'~.~:. ~I<"" 130, Atlmltle "~"'I ~"i' ~ iOct. 12,1871 ]--····) ··i &"llhtfr",,, N"w Lollld"'llilj,

Ago,t.. •. S. 1IJ, Atl tle •••••. 11' 1_ . Sept. 2<1, '$7' I tll4-i 11l1l, __ •••..

..l.lo:roo" j .<1 I 02) do ·•••· i,l 24!8ept.1O, Ul'1" ! 215 i.·· i,
-Ant.aI'!tlo __ d"... 1~1. .. do.> .' :iI:lar. aD iom. 7. lS'l" 11:;11.•.•.. I" ,
Al"l_ ~. . do.. .7, __ do......... Feb. 28 i Bepl.lo,m" 100 till! 1 .

Il. F. 8,1'1U'It:I,o> •••• , <1<> ••• .":" do . ., __ ,Inn/> Z2 , A.ug...-i1, j@.1,5 28.'1 11'."",1
Oh&l"les~}taom •• ).•dO... 1~" "do... . ~ __ lot.i.Y 211 i. O<l.t, .if.1814 I 31: . .••••• 1AddeI1.11174; ....nt bo",.I#eperD>, ~~h~ftle;, " I' 1 .' IIalled agn.in '18U 0< 1S7~; rot....""". j' ..'.. . i j' I .' tewber21, lsr~, wIth al~ "penn. Ill ...b e.
C. L, 8l1&dOo:: .. :,., :.:dr;::.. . .. tit>.. --. A.p., 14; St<pt.15,11.'1£ .:a~' '3' .
;;.'.~.JBla._ ~_..':::.:.:.' .:'.~ do~.:: .:...•~ ,. '." ., d,o , ..I'\.eb, 28 1 ;&1Ig'.20' 10.4 1 11.4.: 197 .
_... ~......... _" .•.. ,'I. ok> ' ••• ; •••• )br.. :t jSlLpt,13.18'H: 14l!: :.. ;.;

" ~, ••• ,.., •• ,-..jl•.••~. 1861._ . ..4cI...._ •••••.KiIl-. I i·.s..pt. .t,m,.! 19, _, .......



182 HIS1'OJ~Y AXD J'>lETHons Oli' TilE FISHElUES.

Voyagl:8 of Antericali- whaling "e88els, 1870 to IH80-Cuntinued.

tS':4.

i Re!oult "f ""yago. i

t ~ ,--rr~i '* !
-~ e i~__ ;~~I~qli

~ ~ ~ ~'S ; -5 Q ~.8 <

.g ~ ,;~ t~ §
::I i ::I : >::t ;:Q Il;
-~~·:~~~~~·--i~--~~~_"I-~~~.

I '

6!.l _

P'ritt'incdoul9l, MQ.lilolI'_
Contiu I,]f'!d •

N,,T.K~i,,hta ..
_Ri~i.DgSUl> _

I
Schoonori 70

_d" i
Atl.ntic ..... -i F"I>.

I_do 1F"b.
12 oopt. 9, 1BU

~ Sept. 19, 1874

I
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Voga-getl of .Americall 'Whaling l'ellsels, 1870 to 1880--Continued.

Sept. 21, 1875

Sept.-!ll, 1875

S6pt. 2-1, IF/Ii
Sept. 22, llt'i'6

Sept. 22, 1875 I
AUIt.2O, 11176 ,

!lUi Y··..
, I

310i IM' ..····I
2OOi······ ······1
100: ""~'I

1601 ······1 .
800 •••••• • •.••. ' fu,t<trnoo to whalo "lI' l87Ji

90 •••••• I.••••• ! BOll~ht from K"wburnJOrt 1874.

190 •••••• :.•••••i
22(l •••••• ;

..... '1 460 .... "l nr...~med 1875, ""iled aj:aiu on De""m00.
15, 6IlJd aUlV1'..d Sopte:tnoor, jm i 615

I .pcf'lll.

20 liKI: "1 Bou$ht 18U.
110 •••.. -!- .
100 •••••••••••• 1
n5: lSi.•••••• )
159: 60: l>~."~.
680: :10: ••••••

Ang. 2. um
OCt. 40,18'1'5
0<1t. 21,18'1'6

Sept. 22, 1ll'1~

Aug. 16. 1876
8ept.:l1.1616
Sept. .. 11176
SeJlf. 21, 11175

8&pt. 7,187&

. ! ROQult :~ "O)·"g".1
j 1 tJiJ 1--· ···-.----1

'I' g :1l e I ~ i" .!l itit ~ E 1;5..!] ~.:

I~ 1 : ~ i I .;:g :;1i : § I. 19 I.. ., ,,: ~ ; l: ]-" I
11 ~l ~ ,~ ~ I~ ~ ,~ 1

....._._.-.~---- ~~l------:~- ----- '1- '-,-1---'-'--'--""-'·-
IS,j). I I' . i

New B"lJ""d. Ma.s.- I 1

Yi:~~~~.~~· DMk""I'U] ~"'.o"", O~ ~ I.. . ,.' "':::~~ "'""" 0-" ""; '00
X"rmiW.... <" •••••••••• do •.•. 316, 1I0rl-h l'lW.ldo.: Oct. 0 IOut.lW..•.•........•... ,...... : N"vemooT 4. 1ll8ll; 1lO~ o;peno, 6,600 whale.

I I I I ! 5~,OOO bone.
Obio2d d<> •.• B63 Atlantlo , July 6 ,Oet. lff,1878 1.8{)0' ' ;

O.manl1 ·· d<>. 2921 P...,WoOo""".1 July 2/J] ..• ..-" 1 ' Ho:u\ U.k.", at lo"t ,"pnri 210 .pcnn, 370

I I I 'W lt~1£11 1,80iJ hnno r In.:::lot oor ..A.1tQ.lJL .J.!N'-ch
I 8, H:l78; vill1ne, '~21000.

!'alme'·I<> do 215 AtUwt.W ••.•.. N<>v. 24 'Ju".. 17, 1876 1.4061 150, 1. WO,

Peru _..do _12511: d ·········1 Apr. 15 ,Ang. 5,1878: lIoIO; ··1······ i B<>uf:ht from :New Londo" LIl7•.
PiOMor , do 228~ do Apr. 10 !Jun" 13, IB71', ~l;" 8

1

"""1
Petrol... •••.. Bchoon<>rl (ll •. dll'·· .. ·.···I·.········; !:iept.-I0, 1878 I 120: .•..........
Platina Bark 214 IndilillOceu> 'j' Oct. 28; Apr. 86,18'711 i 1. 2501 1

1

:Presld.nt do 257 Atlantic ....•. Kay. 17 June 14, 1816, 50: ...••. :•••••• 1

:Pr".ideol, 2d· ..•..••.•..do !123 .••.do .•••..••• 1Apr. 211 Jnly 6,18711 900; .••••• : ! R"turned l....kiJlg.

Rainbow ... _.' ••••.. • ..do : 351

1

' K oeth Pacillc I ofa.n. 21 01>(" 188!l· . .. I· ... "I'..... '1:, '1 AI San Francisco Ootob"r au, 1886. U5.epenn,
! I 8,600 wbaJ." 66,000 oone,

lto" u do '8(lS AtJ..ntlo .•.... July 14 O"t. 7,1878: 7UO 910, ..
SnPl,bo do 263 d" '~ l!:M.ay 14,1879. 1.4f1(), .L._ ;'
Sara ll1l.Hale ! do .••. 18:( <1<> •••••••• .' Apr, Z7 !Au~.22,I8Tl! 680' '1 1 Boughtfroln Portl""II,Me.• lff74.
*'" Ilree~e ·1 do .•.. 328. l'a.citlo 000Iw. Oct. 2' Out, 188ll !....••............ Sold to San Fraud,.."o Oet<Jber, 1880 l bad

I 1 'i, I takeu 5.'1l1 .perm, 5,97;' whalo. 411,:;00 oone.
Sea Fo"..•.......•.. I do lOO, 4Q J"ne 1 July 11.1678,1,425 75j 1 Bought from W""tpOl"t 1814.
S-eiuo 1•••40 284! Atlalltle July 86 O<>t. 22.1876' 575 251-- 1
SP;lrtim··············'I'···dO 29f: do ...••... ::M.a. 12 .•.....•....•. ;.._•. 1 :

1 Coc,kDlned at St.. )1ioh \,. Noveml,,,r 6,
, i11!'"16; .ent !lorn. 380 .penn,

'£h"", Brothers do.... 357 1\orth PlO<llJle. Oot. 12 ·1 " ,,!...... Lost, iu .~ relio 1877. Had t-ak"" 30 !lP<'nn,
! I I 2.213 whalo. H,920 bone. 2 eaek~ ivory;

'I I ...ajue, *,,0,OW.
1,uia1l , ...........• " Sohoo.Ber! 66 Atlantio ..... 1 Jun" 8 Sept. 12.18'76 , m 7

1

' ......

YoungPhQ>mI ...... Shij, .•..Ill51i IndiJwOcee.n., Jul>' 8 Dot. 1,11178, 825 ~ 3,000

Fairl<4_M_. I! i
COh;a:':~~~~:""i Sehoon<>r 83

1

A.ttantie······I\::May
:Nov. 16,1875 i HI""" ······1 BunjlhtfromM.....ionl111•.

':'~"'irw. Dhke._••.• &boon.... lUI AtlaDtlc .•..•. :May 26 Oat. 4,1111~11ll5:: 10!.. ...... S~i1ed agsln In 1875; .rrlved !!:la·reh lJ,, I !I ' 'I 18rl.i, with 1I08p"rrD, III whale.
W"'(p<lI'1, MCI,.. I

fle. Q"oon .••........ 1 'Bark... 11106 Atl,antlo...... Ont, 26 ::May 17,1879 1155i

1

·.·······.,

l:dgar!c<ml, Mau.

Olu.ri ,Ice•••. " ..•.••••• :Be.rk•••. llll8 AtlaDtio :Nov. 8 Sept.l40.11178

Provi""'I_ .H ,.

Agnloe "'. Be.hoon : 81 Atlantlo...... Mar. 2Ii

Aloyona : •. d<> ,I n'I" .4<) Alit. lD

~::I'ctie." do ) lill- do •.••..•• '1' Mllr. III
ona _.do.... Il!< .•• ,do ltlar. lil

~~~' SmaU .•,...... Brig.. n~ do ..•..... I 1Ibr, 25

a.r<i Leo &h1110' j Mar. 1I
E, n. H..tlleld...... .••de .•• , lll1: Atlantic . Jan.. 23
ElIen:R~ .... "'•..•do.... lJ'1! ....d" ......•.. M.ar. U
Gag" 1I. PldlUpe ._•...do . .•. 10'1 • •••do .•••..••. J_ 8

I.ottln E. Cook .•••.....40 .••. ~""d<l"" .•••• Xu. 19
M. E. SiJIunou•••••••..do 1 d" UAr. SO

Quie-btep"._ .... _.. .• ;d.. • . . IN. . • do { i::;. ~
RI~IluI>., """ ...do •••.• : ••.4<> .••••••••• lfAr.:n
Fill. A. Gl'Cl&ier•••••••d...... 177 : ...d.n ,•••.••.. lbr, 1I5
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Vl>ya.g<:~ rlf .:fmerioon tchalillg vea~~I~, 1870 to l88{I----Continued.

Ca pWD StaDtnn en"''' bomo etok 1876; :re
tnrn"" to 'W~"Un~ 18~: bud lak.,n"~
1aet up<>rt 131l 8p"rJl;J., 000 ...bale. l2,DOO
bODe, I""t in St. LBwre""" Bay 1877.

'-:-1-----,--- .--~-~-~..

i ,.; I' '" I neon,lt of Voy~e.

I ~ " ~ 8,""

.:1. "" I ~ E !;~.It]
1 ~ i '" I '8 I 'E: .11~ ,!!I'S ..",,~ j

i . 'ill ~ Is: ~ ~ ,;; rg

_~_.;;;. LL! ~I '~-- ~-I~-! ~ "
--,,- I i I; I i

F, n. Moo"'..... I Ilr4:: ... , 11l7lAtlanlJo .••••. Od;. 12 Aug. 19, 18T7; 600.' Ill .•....

i . I~,.,- j: ,. !>e~t.2~, lil75 ~ _•... -, ·,·.·.-.·.·.i.·.. l.RePIaoOOl8'lli.Lottl A Ischoon"rll...!I .. ·' r Tho". 11 Oct. 4,18"1fi.~ 5
Rosalluker.... .. In-il: "", IOsl····do _ JwU> 221 sept. 14.18711 450: j

&rah E . .r,.,...I•... - .. Sehoonel! OOI •••.do .. ""'" 0<>1>- 11, 8ep1>-22, 11!76 lSli .•.•. i

~~WJ L<PndQn, G<;tn1l, ~ i

I~..bdl:o. .•. ,.. . 'Bri~ \ 1'.12 Cl>.'ll;l.lu~j,... Jl>.n<I ~:I ~:. '21,111'17 ', III l 1,1lOO Tn."tofun tn 'N_ 'fu=r,"Wi!!'k llnS,
Nile ,............ Sh;p !293 ••..do ...... _.· Mu:" 11,1876: , B80! 5,000:

&u. Franciuo, GaL I I' , I ~

F::~;:::Jl~. EarL·'II'" ....•0-( ~ r~ '·"1--1"il
A.lol>k Brodfor<l..... Bcb""Dor, 11"1 A tlent]" ...... ! MUS "I Sept. 24, 1877 ! 100

1

1
10. 000

1

1
.A.. nOuj;bton , n.'r!< ' 2111' llud,;un'.fuy. May 23 ··•· 1 1 · ,.., .. L t in Hud""" ~y Jun

U
" ~2, 1877; .....m..,

I 'I' ;! I '1 t24.O</lIi rebulltbytb.. nrt-edSta~dur·I! 'I" ' : I 11I1I the rebOliliolll had 200 whale, ',lIDD
I . . . bon...

AlAAk" I· dO ~ S47i Pacific OOOaJl. Juv.e I 'Mo.y 28.l8l!O a:llJ; 200i 1, 2171
.A.. It. Tuclier do ; 1451 ,\tlantic : Dec" 12 MIIY 19,1S79 ll5O;"""i"""
.An,,,],I " '" do 1340 d" 'J"ly @ Deo. 2.1880 ~OOI 2'450

1

l5,2M:\

.A.m,'li 1SclJO".n~r: 00; <10 ....•.•.. 1)&!- 27 JuIJ' 25,lb17 26t11""" ,..
Atlallue I nark, \. 2lI1: Iudiau OCtla". Au/(. ~ Sept. 26, 1879 9.25 roo~ 7. 00Il
HartL"I,."",,. U"OU01<11" .do •. ! 365: A tl."tt" , ..... ' ],100' ~3 ,JUllO 27,1880 1. OliO; 1.000, 4'OOOi .
ll<>'.ll"Hug: B;l\"w ....•••do ... : 262: l'~,'ljk (lo""n, i4,'pL]3 i IIfay 2.1, 1880 WI' 170: 600' Built at Cholo~"18M: ""nthome l,m.perm.

, I . ' I I It5 wbale. 4,000 boD".
ClUifQrnin ...••. _~. ! Shtp _. _.: 367[ do, _.. , ~Oi.·. 8 ~ XO~·. 5f 18.80 I ~380 140j 800:1

ClOOM' .. , ""... ; Bu.);:.···i 1I'26[ .~tlanti<l .. ····i :.iept. 61 Nov. 14, 18'18 1 1' 100 000, .

Cl""D~ : d" ----I M61 :Yorth P=ille'i Mu,' 23 ········, .. ····1··.. I··· ..·
Dead,."u,n:> •..•..... j .. do \ 2K; AtlanHc ..... 'I·JulY 2(1 IAug. 31, 18"17 1 700: l, zooll a,ooo
E. B. PhHlJp8 ·1 do \lHi'" d" .'. '"." 1'1"",.. I .ruly ZO, 1880 II,a6l"'" , Bougbt tron. l!<lato""
Elbta Adam ] Ship. "', 4OA

1

' .. do '''1 s.-pt. 6 No.-. la, 1878

j
' 1,150

1
.

E.}L AdliIWl •....... ~ lJril1'." 107 do · .. 1 (h;,t- n, &!pt.13,1S7~ a2ll: i ..
Ellru , I&rl> : lJ2lI. :Pacific OtelUl.1 Set>t. 12 1' 1><"... Q, 1m J 1, 032; 3, 079

1

123, 884

F'Tanl,1ln .. " ·.·1 Schoonor: 17) ~tlantle !Aug. 29 Juncll,W78! 150j ''', Bnllghtllmn NowLoudOlL

H~len Mal" ··1 n"rk. :124. 'North P<lelfto .• J~I;v 6 Out, 18all ......•..\....•.. "'J-' NOV'l":'bet4.1~I!O,hadtakeD 41l1epenn.",750. I I. I !, wllll.l.., IlMOO boD'"
John & Wwthmp , " .do ... · S3l<11'~1l" 0"""". j .ruly HI jJulY :w, 1S8(1 2, OOOi 2lIO~ I,

:r.a.,,,,i,,,, · 1., do "'1 15'lllludlaII Ocean I,MaS 00 ~ , .• ,. ··· ..1··· c~.&:;n:: l:.tM~\t.M:e~,i.~.; ~
u .. _ 'I ~- • 1 J e-perm, 80 wb1l.l... . ' . .
........oolla...... .... . ...do . .. 1~" ...... ...... ....ng. !........................ ." rJondJl$'H'<!'" &. Helena '00c01:00n' It,. WIll. I. I, ,, !loW 8P'>nn. '"
Hattapoh.ett do "'1 110 AtlantUl''''''i Auit' 7 \Ml!.1 4.Wlil I HZ;...... "
Me<>."'.1,..... .do .. I 311 North I'B~llio . Doc. 14 1--", 4tl 2,OOOj'.030 LodtlDtbe bbtio O\rtA:Ibmo, 1m• ..-Hfo.l,_

. : ! i,! ,i <>It 4,000 1"<>ry,9,tlI.llbaQe. .' .'
Merlin .•••....... ,,,, <1<> .. l~' Indbno.,enn_; "' ~ IA..UI\".llI,lB~O 1,100; I" •••. ~: Fl poundB 1Iet'&rl& .
)f~lwn ,..•....•..... I Ship ... ! 8

3
,Paelll.e o.-n . Deo. 21! IJune 11, 1811ll 100: j24o! ...... , 8elltln>m<>230 ..,enu,06O wlWe,'t,JtI~

Umn"""Q ," do .. "f WI do, •. ""j J'lll)' 11 I.JWleZl'11l7l/ 1,15111' 7tl 600, '\aldan~~.. 11:Po1inde~;
I J' ." 1 lI01dto~1Ii'6... ".Oblo , Rllrl<.. _. 2W AU6lltl.e : Mil)' I/'j July 8,1ll781, O!l(l 1, 1lOU,

. I . - ,
I>eilroVarela JSdtoon r···do ..... ".! N" /I' Sept. B,1878 4:ilI, , .. i
Petl'91 '" ,. T' d" 3& 00 ! Nov. 1/1 )8ePt. Ui.18<1 283rH '

Pn,O\ident·.·,········1 Bark.•.. tlI1 4o: .. ,.: : Jali' 24. Allg.2O.m. 2481 1<I0! .' ..... ' .'. '" .'
PaoiAe , ' : .. do •... &f1 NOl1h l'acIlle.; Dell. 13 ,OUt, 1<IlIO ••• , .,•••••••• , ••••••• 8epe-be, 1IM,u&t.i>ba :Htl-.f"OI

I '! J 'whMe,lIOfDtlMlat, J,OlIIl ~""F',7r .
PmgfMe de 1&6 40 .··.···.·1 Non-. 16 ; 0...1;,11180 ,"'.' 11." 'ill, -. Uoi...tr:.i.,uG .....
8NIoli l ito .. ..1 ~ ,.i J_IO]8otpt.1,..lBf8 . ••••h •••• ,..;BlIll ' __~.'_.,_>~:'/~,:<-,
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~.....,

..J

~ I
l ; I ~ !]~ 'i

~I" i .: ~". :~=..t I;: .9 ',; 1 ~ I ] .. I"i ... .8
.!'l' I~I 11 1.$ I .... ~ ~ 8

----~I.~~_I__~,!. ;: "I ~ -'''1- ;:l -----I--I~-- ~

N_-='M_~ I III !
Continned. , I I 1

Ro.:Ranger &.rk : 2'~ .Atlnntl~, I Jul.)' ~ Apr. 13,1879! 1,150i 1,200
i
ll,VOOI

&ine ..••.•••.•.•••.•... do - - r Z3~1 - do ..•.. ,.·1 Nov. 9 Apr. 6, 11m I ~501 .. ··1-·· ..i
Stdlord ,dD _ 1

1

1M do... _ I July I, ! May 1,1879: 1,210; 136 •••..
1:,hml'eam _ do 2Mi~ do.... -, M.y j,l: 'tIfay 2D.1S7!! II·:la01 --- I .•. '

Sw"llow ·--· ..l.. ·dO .... , 32~j _.. do ... _.. iApr. IS 18opt. 4.1S78i 1.1001·····1' ·' Returnedtowh&lin~.
'triton dD ' __ 1c'64 do....... Au;:.:. 2ll!sep t.12.188U, 1.700, __ --- .. !
TIIo"',.. p.,pe __ do --- 231 :North P&cl!lc. ))cc. 7 Out, 18tlQ ·_···'· ..... 1 .. __ 'j. .. \AtSBnFr3.nclIlCOOoto'berlll!.]lIl!O.2:IOspenq,_ ! " ! , ~, _ i S,7QU wl,..le, 00. :;OQ ponnde bon"
Tr<,ploB'rd ,do _. H51 AUlWt-Ie __ MThY " Jnly W,I8<BI 1:151._ .• ._ ..

V..mn", H. Wll ,.... Brl,. .. __ 1~ -- _ dO,..... --. ~.ept. 7 Sept. 18, 187SI 8ll~1· .....1...... 1 Bonght from PwvinOOWWD.
W",ve .. - Bark - 150 - __ .do -- .. - :Nov. Ui Jlill"ilO, IS70 7001' .•.. '1'" '''!

.FI>irllm1Mlo, M_. I 1

Cohaanet. . -.... SBboome 88 Al!aAtio,.", d~::. lH: Sept.. 22, 1816 16 . - ·1
Eue;=;~~ .. - do "'113 -..do '_1 D-et. 1 Alli!:. 3,1818: 263

1

&1 .-- ~

A.<lmimllll&ke Sohoouer M At.1Jlfitio_ 1 Mo-y 16 Oct. 8,18161 90: ..... ~[ ...... i Saik-do.go.ininD<loo...~~,anda.rrivedSep-

! I I
· I' tewi>« 22, l877; 155 epe=.

M...- 27 Sept. H. 187ft . 100WillI&rn Wileon... .•do .. 92.. d" ... -- .: ~ )i (>"I', 'n OCt. :U\ir. sr,i ..•125
1
, '. : : : : i

D.>o-t»ooulo\, M <>u. I I i I !
Cape Horn PlgOO1l_.. Bad<· _ I 212

1

Paei!lc 000,>1-,.1 S<Jpt. 6 Jl1ne22, 18W 000 S,OOO' ...... 1

1

WO!/part, MOI'l.

A. HiGks 1lo.r1l: ' _ IlOll Indh.n Ocean _ Oot. 18 f\ept. 19. 18i8 1 BOll . • . • •• . ..... ! Fi1'teen p01lnds alIIbergri..

MorIll8Id ,_ .do 213 do _ JUDe 2\1 Apr. 12, 1879 'j' 1,700 ,,-- "I!
.E~ jf(U••

Mar.y FrlUW: _..... llaril: .. , HOI Atlaati"...... Oct, ::0 Aug. 20, 1880 i 1, OO~I2,:lOll1

=.=:.~~~: Sollo<>ner Ill! Atlantic Apr. »0 Ang.2i.18r.
1 ~I IOj ....•. 1

Alltaroti.o... . . .. . . . •. .. do ... Jill .•..do __ J &n. 22 Sept. !iii, 1876 115 fl(I i .••.•

Arizona. .•• •• _ do.' __ 19 ....dD __ •. __ . - Jan. U Sept. I&, 1876 10:. _....
B S]>&l"ke. _ do g~ do. __ . .. May 11 .Aug_ 8Q, 1877 al 160;. __

G"mbW. Clfork do 11 .•.elll ..•. ., ; Mnr. - &pt.:lIl,1817 3lK1._ \ .
Ch""l"" ThOlllpeo __ do 1 ....do •. __ '. __ J'Ul. 24 Sept.l1, 1871. 420 2(lJ ••••• i
C, L. Spuq do 00 . _..do .. _. __ May 1 Ang,llII, 187'1 310 2116[ i

l!ld ~d Lee .. do,.. no .. do Jan. 24 1:'le)Itd6. 1816 180'. _ ..

E. fl. RRtlieJd._ , .do .de . Jan. Ill: Ang.2II,113':'6 1114 Ill" _.,. Sailed ..!{l'blln D..-ber, o.nd arr!.V&dJ-.Ul'
22, i87l!, with llllS _perm.

EUe\:1 Jl.lzPah; do __ _ 67", .do " Jan. 24 ,r-lllJ' 311,1876 116 2llII ._ .

Gracio M. Parker. .. .. ,do.. .. ,do ' j F..t>. 21 SeJ>'. 4, 1818 JII6 §.
H. Ii{. llUII.<n<miJt,._ l}o '"_. 1 do \.A:pr' til Sept. 1,1M7 "1 \

Low..:it. Cook 11.0 . .. ••do < __ , JlI4l•. :U Alll:. 17,1817 \lOO •••• 'i
M.E.~.• ~ do,.- 105 ••:do """"1 Feb. 21&pt.lu,l87li ~ ·.: ..._..•.1
If. J. Xnlghtll ~_.do .... 1ti , ••. do 0" Jan. II Attf{. 25, 1m ......

::..:::::::::: _.:.:.,dd'Oo' .. _. H •••.do , NO.-.11 Aug. 5,l877
, .•.:do ..• " Fiol>. 18~ 12; 187&

Bw~Jl".

~Tll_8rQ.·~..·J.iIwh,_.~'"" '_•...~..~..~.•. :,;_..~.:.;..-.~.'.~._,.'.;...~~:::.:: ':I="~::
................. .-., "":' .:.,..~.~.....~:.~... ~ .....~_.'.• '.:.·.l:~.·Q:::~~

. :tl"lk••~••~:~.:_;~... <...,::; • ,. _ _ ..
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VoyageJl of ..4m6r'ica1t whalLng V6B80Z.. 1870 to 188O-Contillued.

Jem.... A.llea ....... _.... do

Janet. d"

Retinlt of ..oy~I
~ ! fit 1. t

i I ! l i f rJl81m:::, QdL ~~-i~ll-----II---~I~-----I

ClamD.n...... B8.rk 'I: 196 North Paolllo. Apr. 18 " ·1 ······1· Abaudontld in the .ANtic J87fi; bad fi~
whoJe.

::::_ "'I"'1'" !"- , .,.. ."...I-I ",I"b~i:,~~~...:' "-,,
Allfe1lJ> __ ".... "' __ _ twbWl> / 95, A tlmltio .... -- l).of, 2) DoL :I, 187l:l. nor" _... ,.:....i

A. J. R"",., Brig , 197i Hud"oull.y __ Jullr 17 [.A..PI".lo.1878 .::043 2. 800 1

Attleboro.. -. llMk· 1119 AtLBntlo ...... Jol);' 81 Sept. 6.1880 W5 !W (\00
S'h<> {Sl d J .Jnl);' :I 8ept.16.1877 40j .• - ..

Aunllia _-. .0 oner, r -.. U· -- .. '-1 Got. 6 A..)t.la.1878 1201 .

C~talp... Bo.rk ._ : ~~I do ---- _ Apo.2r; IJnly 1.1~79 300' 8{); Withdr&wu 18'79.

Com. M""";" _ <IO . _ ! 3381 do .. - . ApI.• 10 IDe<). a. 1880 :; 6001 .
DImlcl Webooor __ -. <1u , .. i a:J71__ ..dO ••• --- •• - Ap.,. 17 ,Oct. za.18S0 20°11 530 2,6(10 Sont home OM 6venn, ,0 ....hal".
F ......y BryIl"" _...... Schoone"1 66. - ..do - - -- -- -- De<). 3 IAug. 10, 1~79 208 25. ----,
F. H. Moore . Er; l( , 107; do . . .. SePt. IS . . 1 ! Colldemveil at St. IIelan... October, 1879;

, • I I' 840 olMnm, SO whale.

Fl""twlng '. IBerk i3U; Xorth Pacific. I N"". 6 . 'I'''''; -- ;O;t;~ ;~~a:~oJ~ zt'oo~an~~,aoo; 175

Fr.. A. BImltow : llrig .. '11281 Atlautlo --.- .. J"n~ 'n ,8~vt. 14, 18i8 400 ...... ~ --I
Ge} Ihad _.... nark _ 285 do .. ······•

1
.A.nlt. 29 iOut. 1880 --I ·-- --' --, September 29, taso, At 1St. Helena.; 1,140

I
' ,~pe:rm, 2lJO whale.

G""r/{O an,1 Mary __ -<\0 __ , 105 d ' JllIl~ 2(1 • MIlo.V 22, 11179 80"1 0.-': ..

G""rge Imd Blloan ... __ .do .... I 343 . - -- do> : Oct. 16; Ont;1SSO .. "·1···· "1'"--..: -- Augu.ot 27, 1880, at Montievldo I 190 sp",m.
I I' .. 2,780 whole.

Go\<leIlClty .. Soilooneri RQ ._ ..dO .. ·
1

JOlle III!SePt.21,la:8, 00.'> 40',..... ,
a...uay Bsork . __ II63 do .. _ _.. , Sept. 4

1
An/l"' 6,18'"1 2101 10; Bl'Ok.,nnp1Il1878.

lIo....t1<l ghlp 13t~ pl1lcifie· · .. 1 AnI!;. 7 Out, lllllO ---. ...... I' " ., JfIueL1,1880,atBo.y,,fI.IM1-d.,I,070operm,

• f , I I , I. !lOO "'nAlo.
J. A. IIuwLand. RYk.... 35(;. - .. do . -... Sep .. 2<; Oo.t.t880 , ; , s"ptemher 10, 1880. oft' Ta1Aehnano: 1.•700

'I I I I oPOtm. 450 whwe.
aUI' .••.do .. .••• .. &lpt. 16 Out·, 1880 __ . .. . ... - __ ... i .-... September S, ll!lll1, at Val'P",raIoo; 1.770

1

. i 'POl'nI, 340 whal".
1Mi At.I~t.iO ' .. • ..1 F"h, 20 · ..•• .... · .. ··1-- .. ·· ...... j 1 N,:~r 23,1879, abondoned o.t ...... ; 000

J""-IIJI do 276i P"""fie Mar. 27 Oct. 19, 1879 1,070 75; ..
John Howl<Ujd __ <\0. _. .1M Nonb 1'",,111.0, Dec. 26 I...•.. NOV<ll;nher 4, 1880. lOt Sau l! neiMo: 100

1 ' sperm, 2,610 whate. 29,000 bone,
,j"""")Jilin".. .• --, do . . . . as:; AtJOIlti<l.,.... M..y 15 J nne 21, ll1S0 &lui a. 400:21, 000
LlI{(ode " i do.... J71 do... •••••. De(l, 18 Ont, I&l() .•••••••• '1' - !...... o"tobm;:I:1, 1880, lOt Fay-aIl 1,4.2ll op"''l>l, 75

L:rncar .••.. -.- "'-"I· .. do ---I 2'115 _..do Dot. 3a OUt,l880 ._1 ·I· ..! ----. A:~~'laso, ..tMII.; IHI:i &perno,400 whale.
LInda Stew••t '''1 do --"I 2118 PaclJl6 .. -- NIW. ZI Oot, llll'lO -- ..I j !July llIJ, 1_, lOt Paytll-; 1,630 tip"""', r.u

I I I , whill6,
L"crel.la ; 010 '''-1 JI2 __ ..do Jaly 11 Ont,I880. -- ; Augll<l!" 1\i&I, at -i 1,6lO SJI<lflll,

'Mabel ·•· .. · .. • .. ····I .. ·dO-. 18S 1001 SePt.18 0,,1,1880 'I --- ···· :I·.r..8to:,.?..::18SO,.t1L;bo.rlown. 41l5el'ern>.,

},rllf'y d SOBa!l .. do 32r l'1>otllo Ang;.14 00.1, 188(1 April<!4, 1880, et_; 75&eperm.
Mine...... .... _...' dn 3:17 A.ll."t,,, A)J•. 17 Sept. a, Hl81l !l!,410 45 4~

N.."tIIlll1..... - I...d" .. 277i P.Clfic · .. 1 Aug, 7 OUt,18llO .... -.....[ j Au~t, l8lIO, atsea; 1,000 ope...... MWila-I••
OOpray....... _.. __ ..do .. 1731 Atl.ADtic M..y 29 Sepl. 3,18711 470 .

l'et",1 __ .., do. 12571 Indian .. ,•••. 1 July 10 Jun. 19.1886 1,850 !IS Zlil

PAtI'\'l --... ISoboo""r, 61 Atl tio .. I N "''- 7 Oot. 3, 1818 81> -- ..
Pi",,""r .... ••. .. llark .. 1 2281" .do ....... 1 Aug. 15 Jun~ 15,1880 870 60

P"""doot2d .. __ ... I.. do .. 12:li," do . __ ""'11
s.,pt.25 0ut,1SSO .... ...... ...••. Octobar.U,11l8(1, ot Xeneri6;800 apei-D>,

~70 ..hale.
ltelnd~r .. -- -- do .... 357i ...do . --. - -- JuUll 12 Oct. 18, 1880 i 2,870 .••••• , .....

ThllIl<J.n do ~379: North p...,lfto. Feb. 20 -- 'T""j"';""" ·..·..1B=!5:r~~~,\;~;=:=~

S&rahB. Hnie do .. 183 ..I..t101ltlC Oct. 2 , - -.i C-=~:;:';'~~·U8lI.; h-od

Bei.iIe ----........... ...do ....do - XO;" 25 ~pt. 14, 1819 :aBO ll5lI _'1 ..
Stamboul. & :! .hctftc Nov. n 0l>t,188O : , .. , A~t88D; ali_, l.oa."m:m." '.'
hmer1lule. - ,.do .. ll72 AtIaat1o, ••• ", 8Ip" 25 OCt. .. 18l1O, •. '
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: RMnlt of voy..go.. i
i I

4 ...... s..U.d ay:;n11l O1'tober 25. 1877; returnedI OCI<>bIli' 7, 1878, with 8ij eper:m.

840 ... __ . W~k"" ill Imrri~..."" "t nermnda, All.
,I f;u.t 2\1, l~",

Ma.......,M_.
.... dW!l'nl BI..te .... .. SohllOlI"r
Will, WiJoan..••........411,

DaTt.mo:vth l .M48.f. !

Mot!lola Sean! •.••••. : Bark ...

Walporl, .If_.

UnioD .. - -- .......•. Sohoone

11" Atla.litio ..... 'Ii XO~. 21 , Sept. a, 187H ::l25! 61' I
Il"~ ..• do •.. _."' .. Dec. II' Bopt.18, 1878 I 00 .. - - 1

, ; I :
231' Pa1'ilic. _ I A~. ~8 : Ollt, 18l1li.. _. I ..... 1·····.1.·· ... r-t ""port Seplllmber 20,18l1li; Me "perm.

I ; 1 l,~O whale.
. I I!

OIl, Atl.:outio.~_ 'Il"eb. 27 ; Onto 2,1877



188 HISTORY AND METHODS 01" THE IW5HERIES.

VDya9~S of Amtrioo'l! wkalillq 'lJMs~ls, 1870 to l&iIJ-Cout;illuoo.

Draoo .. r ~_

II , ..-i-~-~-;l-~-r;t~ll- .---.- ~-----
, .. 1:1 t: 1;'. ~., .. '"

I . I t ~ ! '; I ] I~~ ]' 'I i] I
blJ g ..d I" .. e.!::t: =- .

,I~-,-~,.~~--~-~-~i~-::----~-- ~ ~---i~---------------
Ul71!l· !\ 'I! I I

N.u B<d/M'd..M.....- ( I I (
COlitinned. , i: . 1 I I Ii.

Ohaa_ W, _MorgoD-- I ll,,~k 314, AtlanLlC .... ,Tltly 171 ODt, 11180.. -1----- . ------IISePt~mb<lrZ7, 18~0,atKllbcpd~; 060 IIJ>"rm,
1 'I 1 , 1,350 wl,sle.

Ch,,,,.·W.M,,.,,.,... -- ,Schoonerl 1121 - do .. May 14 iAn",Zl,18jg 2IKl

1

60: 7[M\

C"rnI. .. .. . __ 1 &1'k .1 301 N ",ih Pacill e .' Mar. 4. ... . . • . •. I······ ..... '1'" • I Sailw ~ld"Olm fS" 11 l'ranclaro,~,,"herodahcdbnd

I

I. ' 1l<'rll 1 0 or ... year; c<>o",'moe an re-
, \ ' 1 I tUlrd. Oetober2~, 1~81).lltSaD loraneilloo:

,do 1125i! AtLmtfo..... Aug. 6! ! 1..... _ I.... 1 c~~:m:'::~ ~LO:~;::~pd13, 1880, had

I
ii (I ta\Ulo 410 "lie"". 500 ",half.

Eoll Co"..-dl Schoon..r! gl _d" .. ----. ~la~· "~ i~"IY 28, lS7~ i 6~Oi 1001' llBOl
F~H.Admll' _.,llrll! IIIYo'I .. ·d". Oet. ~J iMpt, 7,1880, 4501------ .. ·· .. 1

FTII. A. ~t"W : d" L~BI" ,(10 1'"", ,1 Sept. "1, lEBO 460, .. -- -r·· -- --i
F ...."kHn ... .. iSchoo" ..r, 7'11 Bud""n lla:;' ,rul.,· 25 ; A ng. ~l, 1879 401 2IB'I
Golden CIty i do _ I SU Atlantic..... 1'"". 29 ~ 1Il 18,1880 3010 001 500

I8"beUa ' Brig . '13~ Hurlstlll B"y . .:.lay 14 'I Au~. 31, 1879 i 200

1

4,0001
,r Arn.old . __ 1--- __ 1 3,161 ?ac,Jle - - I' Dot. S alIt. 1880 - I ~ Apri]l~, 1880,.,..t lla~' ofIldaod,,: 7008perm,

I I ' ';, l&lwhal".
,r"b" P. We.t. . - Iluk 'I 3.>3

1

' uo.. I (kr. S i OUI,. 1880. .. .. ! i-"-.. I Odobtlr 7, 1880, d Palta: 900 apenn.
Leulsa.... __ • • .. d" .10~ Athotie .: July 91 Ont, 1R~0 ", .... , --"--1 July 'n, 1880, .r,~.,,; 2158pe....., 580 whal",
Lj·dfa.... do --·1 ~29; I~\dj\c __ _I.~pr, H: IOet, 21,J8~O 905: j __
Mar. ...... ,do ... _: ~M: AUallt;c. 10eo. H :OLl1,1880 1-,---- .. ···1 ,rnl~·27,I880,atl\C":1I25"p.erm, T,~001'l"hal".
'MRttapol.cf.t _ ___ <1<1 '] uJi Cun'. l"kt \ ~"Y "" \ I',~n .. ~,lf,1~ - - -! 1" 2, %\l

Momiu II >Jr..", -- _ .... -- do .... 2381 A URUUC - - - - I' On. 15 ( )Llt. 1>'0<1 -I I·.... i Oct<>toer 13. lS8U, ..t Teneriffe: 430 "perm,I l I 110 whale.

N ..polroD .. _ ---'---I"'d"" .1 82~ Pacillc. --.. AUI! 1 Ont.1HHLi_ 1---- --II' i S"l'lembor 20,1880, at Panama: aoo 8perm,
, (;{Ill whule.

'-'Igor .. , (12 d(,...... I Aug. 7 Out, 1~80___ I' .. · .. 1' ) Septelll~{·t $, 1880, at St. Helena; 7M
I ' sperru, I,IiI(J "'bale.

Dee"", .. " .. .. .. .. .. . ... , J "If I S"pl. 21], 1b"~ 4°1 - !.. . i
OM" . 1 Bark 2u5 AIlam;e II Sept. J! On~, WIlU - i.. I' &lpwmbor 24, 1880, at Hont ld""'l 2M;

l \ ~ 9'Q{'.1'm. 8a5 whale.
Ohio.2<1 ! d".. 1 363 do 1'",,- I" 1 Onl, 1~~0 ,-- , ... "II ,rniy 15, 11ll!O, at 8"a; \i65 "perm, 81:; ..hal.,
p~,,, Vgnll> _ _. : SOh""".rl (Ill • ,10 0<:1,_ 22 Oct. J2, 1880 160· -- - -- -I - .

Porn. __ •. _ - - 'Bark. 259 ... do linv. 1210U1,lflilrl --- ·· .. ··i ..·
I
I' •... I Od"b"r1L lS~O,lItFllyal: 1,1201!p1ll'lll.

Petrel Sohll<lDerI 611 .. <I" 1\'0 51 Aug.2O,18;g 871 '
Suah . . ••• Bark . .. 12\\: ...do . . ... .. 0<:1. - ..... -.. I. ..... -.. -. ! ::r....t, ""V60 hOIlN "ut from bome: oaIy th",e

.. I I ! ,noet\ .o....ed.

:;."1'0"..... . .. do __ 111861 P...,ifIo ....... [ Oot. 1 Qul,lSb<l i.... --I--. .. \''''.--: S..r.tember1l1,I8S0,at PanaUl&: 75081'0"'"
_ I ,I 'J I i ,Wwhalo.

SUJlb""m __ ... d": .. ' 2551 Atlontio ..... ) .fuly O]OUl,JSOO , .. 1"....1 ; Anp:ullt, 2B, 1880, at Mllynmba, 495 "p"tm,
I , 0 _._ I 8.';(1 wh.l•.

SU'l'r;o&.. -"'.'_' Soh"",,,," 1;.1
1

" .do 1 Ooeo 15 I aUI!. _3,18,0 b, , '
Swallo...... . 1' Buk .. _ 326, paclfic .. _ Oct. Ii) ~Qut, 1$80 : --I CMtnOOr 16, 1880, nt-M"D1e..-i<l""i 470.perm,

1

I:, ! I ; 1,070 whalo.
1"'''I'!o Bit'<l_ - -.. "•• - ... dn .. 14, Atlantle -- . - ,Sept. 3; Out, 11;.80 'I: Septemool' BO, 1!\8(l, a,t Fayal; &&G "penn, 10

. 'I . whlllo.
V,,,,,,,,I.IO R.Rill..... Brif:"-, 1261 .. d" -- - -- iOet. 29 !'fuJy 20, 1S~O 38U I .
W8lldernr ..... , Bark - I\Joal····dO .... :. Juue 4 \iOU1,i880 i" Septe",betlti, lBIiO, ",t""",; 1,:l8011penll.650

I
....1>.1.,.

M.......... M-. I I I

Ad,,,!,,,l mak,......... i><>hoo,,"," 8-(, Atlonti" , .....1No".. 19 ,r'dy 21, lS;g 40
i

Wm. WI1.;oo,.. .... .. .d" Irl" .110 - _.. __ .. - Nov. 25 Oct. 2, 1879 12<1: ..

C::::~:~.~~~:- Bark Ill11j Atbontlo ---.. oN" 1! Ont, lBlll) ! I _.. __ oj Had tuoo, ~bor5,1880. 72S 8JI"'ffIl.
T"'pic 'BIrd..... lIrlg 17/1i NorthPacifln, {)o-t, 14 OUI,l880 : ._\, ..••...... 1Ia.d tak~u,Ooklbe<- 21,:LSllll.I\I6,tpenn,lt20

Pr""'"",,«>wn, JC_. I. i I wW<le, 16,~ holle,

Ale~'nne _.. '---." &hOlm 9Jl
1

AWWtlo -i lIby :I Sept. l,:81U 170 lMi~-

An",,,, do ~711, ••.•40 -- 1 Apr. Hi _ _ ~te:.,";-~~ l8781

B. F. Sparks- " .do. III - do"''''''l },lay I Sopt. 1,1879' 1I2I;i'" 1
ChM, ~..... ..... ..•. . ~ ..... "" .. hi:>- a ;July!'1,~ :, 'lSI \
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1tI>olult of Toy~&,1

.iLoot in Arot;(l187ll; had taken 650 whale.

I
"

.i J oly 12, 1880, at a".. : 500 "J>Il"I1, 2lR wbaJ".
5 .....

Hi'7S.

G-)'o~'hou"d

Ik"'u:ea

Fal.'ll%!"
T.....anu J· l31'.'"1lt:i.M ••• _

.I":h·(II"g~ ;Ilnd .Ma.ry

I ~I! i. i1-,:'r)t
ce :g ~! ~ i~] ~~ F ~J.. ~ t ~ --- -] LJ_I!:_~_I! I

p,.""''''''tow". Mau. 'I ! ' I II
---Continu.od. I

1;1,l1oL.81'u-kR .•. SehOOllerl 115 AjJ.a.ntlo .••••• M:.<ox S!JUllO 5,1ll'i9, zool •..... ,... !
, j.. ~ t

E H.Hl>tfled ··I· ..do ' B2 do 'July n'Sopt.18,1ll'i8r J j

RIll'll :Bhpal, .. '1"'<)" '''1' \l7 do . .. .. \ Feb. t ~t. i'lIllll
l

l

80 11] !
E"pr ,e <I" 61, d" [ Mlllr, It S.pt.IO,1il7g 25. 200,.... '
G~£on,Phillil'o i...do I H16:

1
do . Apr. 25 Aug.<>(I,Ill8f) 1.0')0 ...... 1... __ .

,~ l' k I" '"1 "0 • J~~. ",0 f';"~t_ I.", 1~" n,,' "W! ..u)'olt~~ ur er. __ . __ ._ uo I V U w.o.••1 1', .::riO, '0,1\ I

r."ttio E, CooL<. do, ·1 l:i'~, do .. 111' U Au~. ~2.1S79 i ~{>{J 100: .. ,
M, E. Simmou" .. . ..do ; W4, do .. . ..... , Feh. (, Sel't. 14, 1878 : 100 2.';0, ..

111, G: Currell __ .do i 10~'1 .do •.. . .. 1Feb, 6' s..pt. 1i;, Il>78 ! 90 300; ..

~. ,]. :KnIght. do i 611, d" ... . ... f'~b. 14 'Sept. 1. lSi~ 70 220; ..

.:,:!::...... Bd&" __ .,ll08: AtlUl.tlo .•. ! July 17 ; Jl!n" ~,IBiIl •• 385••. 1,'.,: 1 .
fiarohE.L.wi» , Sohoolleri B6r dO : M:l.Y I ~jov.2'J.I871ocl ; .

,sa"~,OaI.! I, 1, ..... 1, .....
.Flo"·,,,:o,..... Thlrk ... ' 2l~: N~rth P""ill" .• April 18 I'

. I 1
tl!i7D. t

N,,,, 1J'dfOT4. MM•. " !. \
.-I.ti<oo Ku"wl.~ .,1 B.,.k... 1 am! Atl.ntic .)"unc 10 OU1.,IBSII .. I· .....~~.".. I'

.A.n:H!:lia __ ••.• SCbOQtll'r1 9:'>:. lio _ :ro;OY,. ~oOpt.lf)r l@.SO 'U\!

C"l<1,]i:'"t,,,, .d" ... ',,1l'J.... do }:;,.",. I OW;, 1\1.0{\ --.,. '.O""-"bor4.'8%O....tlJ.ern:mdn,'I.''''''.....t'''I::I(\O
~1 e-pel'nl.

Ch W. MONle ,l{> .. ! 112' .do OCl·. 30 Oul,,188U r ·1.·,·· OOlO)",r 8,18&1, lit St. Michael'.: 32~8per""
iii I :nLl ",hale.

Cioero ' n..rk ..•. l :r,w
l
', dO ....... 1 M.t<\' :':2 , \Jut, 1&>0 .... . .. I' . AUl'IIst 17. 1880. lit, Ma)"lln,ba., a:ro 8Jl""....,

) . : ~" i j~1 .,-LaJa,
E. E, Conwell SUh",\l>ilr

l
, 91: do ... ..... \Jet 13 i 8'-'1>" 0, lB~O 3&1] _v 2ua;

E1J<..u Rodmall __ do 7;1 <1<> . 'I M..y 14 I Aug l,~.1~80 205i -- !
Eli•• Ad"m. • 40li; .do Sopt. 1"i 0.,,1. J~,U . ... __ I' .' 801'>1<-;"bel" 2", 18ij(l. at S'. JI"I<ln.. ; 425

. -- , I"" I "~rro, 100 ",h..1<;.: I ,.-
Ba.rk.. "'1 2fl5

1
,··· d" .. ,..... Juno 3 Uot, 1S;;~ ··1, . July ~7, lll!lO, .t ..... , 4;0 _f'<'l'lli, go wh ..le.

sOhoonor

l
00: .... do ... __ : Oe(. ~O OUl, ISSr) 1 ..... 1 : S.pl.ell,oor, 25. I8~O, ..t 1'"0\·,,1, 25 "'h..l<l.

Jla.rk .... IOu: lilldtmn ll.~.~~ ~.i,' JlllW Z;i Sel'f.~ 1':':, VUYI.I j.. _.j 70 ~14l"?11 Mate frozo tlJ dt!'ath while guiDe; flJl' f[i'01l i
, I hj,\mu:ht hnnltll :t'I,l-m..ju!i!J ~ft' Ill·. Jr\~.i:U!!l (J(; i I j \ i Sir John I'r.oklin ~'''H(lifjOI1, ,

do __ "I~ 178, Atl.ntlc ' 11Il,,~· 14, IO"t, 1&10 '1. --' -. i July ~ij, 1880, .t """; 10,; "l)e.r"" 35 wha.1~.
) .. do Ull do !Oct. 14 .O"t.I88[) 1 .. I O<lo1;"r 16, If80: 8L~ "P"!"Ill. 510 "'holo, 541)

I "I' I, !>')nc•.. -- ... 110 .... -' :rid .p""i11tl __ .. , .. Dcc. J6', \lut".&10 ... Sr-pl"mbel' ~, 188Q. Ill· JlIOllltl,i<lc{I, I7~
, I I i I "perlll.. ~oo "·h"I •.

Jh"'h l'orr,r !.,.oo .' ,,1316, AtlIIntlc SOl'/'. Out.I~8(I , .. i -- 'I' S'fJ~'~:::J,;: m'l), off Sf" Relena; 5:l"_..,mn,

,I,.htl )""'001l..... .\ .. do .. 11';"31. ... do .•. __ j Jun. l~ Oot,18i!Q __ • , ,. .,. __ .... S<vte.1O.1.,ef 21, IA-O, ..~ P",ltUlli\, 170 "JI(lnU,

; iii ill 1 4,80 ,"hale.
Jlr.'y,mtl nelen ... .l l>tean>eI".' 420. Xor,h l'udtlc.! Sept, 9 Oul,J8W .... ! ... 1 Oetobor Ill, 18l:lO, at ""D F;~nci""", 261i

, . I A.~ '2~35(I 'Wh.:J.le, 04.').ll(ffi boof'.
'M att~ i , ~;. I L]: ~ I ,

IJ'I ""~ -- ", Bark"." !lO, Atlant'c '1 Oct, ,~, Out, 1880 .. · .. 1 -- I -- i---- .. : s"l't"",bo. :W,IS&!, :>t 1"a;;ol; j7!:. "po,.,,,.
1I. B, ShnmOQ~ ', SCb<)nll"r': 105: ~o j. .III..;- 14 : 0.01 j", 1681 i SOO' Q,., •••• ' 'I' ".r".red li."l" 1' 'inC<.'towu·

(lee." --.... Bark ... I28S' F'.jlelll~"' __ "'1 M..y 22' OuI.. lFEO ... .'.... :' OuWl>t>r la, ISIlO, ~t St. C~thod,,~·.. , 760
; : ! - -I' I I ~pennl 280: 'Whale.

l']a.;"· " ,
.."a ".... .. •. :.. do , •..J 214- Au..lltio JUliO II .... , .... ' __ i July 20, I8BtI, .~ 0"-8, 200 operm.

1'on"'l .... ., .........I SohOOllor, '61 __ .. do - f Od. . .. Loet;n gale ",hon f~,,· dJI.ro ont: RJl buf
I' '1' ...."l Ii..... 1o_t,

l'~,," __ :lb.~k, .. 'I' 25; .. do Sept. 30 iIJnn~)~,lMtl 24aj ~"1 1M,
SaPI1bO -i- ..& 2Ila,.P"CJfie . "". Aug. 5 I Oot,l!lf1(l __ i 1 1 A:..gu.t18.1.>8G.atT..kJlhu o, %/05J>"fm·.

Sea Ranger " .• I.. do •. i 273)' AllanU".. I J u.... (;'Out, Iffil, I .. ..._'.1 Jlllle 15, 1AAO...t .... i :!SO .pnrm, 285 whale.
Stalford : .•• I...do ".} IG6••• 4.. ..•. 1&p-t. s '·O,,'·.lM!W .• I .).. __ .. ~ JUllO 15, 1891l, at Mo: 870.""nn.

:~".':."'" ...... jSch-l5:i-" .. do ) No\'. ~ : Aug, n, 1;001 05
1

~~ll.OOV,
............... lIo •.•. lIB! •• ,010 ", M.ay l;ll Xl'yHt IIll!(I 18 ..... ,._ .... :
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VQyag6ll ofAmerWafl' whaling rr€sscls, 1870 to 1880- CQntinned.

--------,----
LReOnlt of vOY"~I

.,; ..~ ';3 Ii t I~ I~E, .fl'
~.... ,I~,.;.. if

'i! ~
to> "il OS .,.~ ~'2 l ~ ~

~ ~ .2
"i 0

~ 'g'".., .s jiii " j;< ~ ~f-<
101 '"

AlIj(1dt frT, lb1llJ, aj; -. latit1lde 11°,~
tn<le&8". ' '"

&ptaaber U. lBllIJ, .t "" I' 110~

Oe.;"~ 25, 1Mll. at Po.yaJ. 1 1JJ~ f5

Pro.ioUII to .A.Ub't1llt 13, 188ll, HlldMm Rtrait;
411 ",h.le.

AlW'Il,t la, IIllKl. IludMm Str;&lt.
July a, 1880, ...Uod from B""vo,
Oetobel- 14, 1B8O, at _I 1115 &pIl:rm.

Ap,.. ~

Feb. l'
Sept. 14

NO? 2
Oct. 20
AUlC.17

Aug. 24

No... 
:NoV'"~ 12

s,'f'/;.l.l8

Hu~ Hay.. :v.y ,

....do ." ......
AtlBllti~ ••••••

PlOci1la ..
N oTth i'act1W.
A.Uao.t.Io ......
N "Ith 1'IUilllo •

heW" ........
N"Ith }>llO)l1lo •
At1;mtJ.ll ..

....00 .

~
....tlantic ..

1 A!l.antlo ..
8!I do ..
DO _ do. ", e"

Vigilant .......

RIJ8llBllker ...... __ __ Brig ....
Sarah E. Le...-i. __ Schooner
Wru. Mart,in_ ,._do .. ",

Emtnllo J ....". .. .. . .... Bclloon

,\bbi" Bradford .. '... 8<lboonor U5

Abbett LJo......-.mce.... llrlg .. ")100

Adelia Ch...", . .•. Schoon",; Il5

.A1aakA •••• .. . Ba.rk••• .'~7
Atleatlo do ..•• 291
Attleboro , ..do l1i1
Belvedere ,.......... Slallioer. UO

C.1>O Hom Plgeoo '" Buk ~Ia

Daniel Web.te,. do 1 "-

R.ll. 0"""....Il "' .1 &hooDer, f1
,lUI. '~<Wrn! .. ", " .. j lmg ... }1I7

I
Th\,.k ..•. 215; Norlh l'aclfto"1 Jon. 22 I,' Lo..t lnAI'\ltlo 1879, npto()(>t.obeI-l~, 1879,

I i had ta.kCll 400 whale, Q.OOO bon...

Wave do , 150. A.tlantlo , Aug.2Q iOut, uro Oetobe,.lB. 1880, at Foyf\l; 200 _P0rDI.

I L

A. meko " .. B k 1lQ3 A.tlantic JUDo 2t 01lt,1886 """I' ) 1 &ptemll.,. 25, 1880, lOt Fayall 860 "Pe,.m,
140 whal<l.

Edg<t._., Ma.. '

N_.oo I""··'""'···· ,----1----·'·----:1 H:~~.en,Nove"'ber6,1880, I$WlIPe:m, !It

July 30 AlIg.l!, 188Q! 3.50; .
Mal". 20 Bept. Y,I879! 50' ! ,
MAy 15 Sept. I!!, 187~ 111501' 1 Sailed again Novembel" 17, 1ll71l, Blld TaI tl"2'!:~,~.~ber H, IIl8O, ...-ith 100 lIpel'lll,

N"'" London, e.m... I w.wwo

Deli.. Rodgldna Schooui'ir lffi CIlDJ- Itilet.... .rune 15 No 22,1879 300 .....

Era .. ". __ do 1," all&on&'I' . .IJune23 No 24,lll8O 5508,0110

~~~~'. Behooner B1 Atilmtlo .•: •••1 Feb. B AlIg.23,1879 60 2601 1
Anta.-relic do , 100 do ' "- "I ltl..,.. 20 s..pt. 2tI, 1879 2(14 120

1

..

CornBW.CiArk,,, __ ...•0 118 .do __ , .. July 10 0 ..1,1880, ! __ , , O<Ito1lor9, 1880, ..tTenen1l'B, SlI(Itpel"ID.

Cia"" L. Sp.r do.... D5 do July 11 Bept.l2, 11l8O lool __ 1 _..
D. A. fln>all "'j Brig ... 119 .. do Mal' 1 0<:1, 8.1880 ~:lO1 .0: ..
Edw..rd L"" ; Schooner 109 __ ..do....... Fell. 3 Aog. 3, 11l8O '01 10°

1

1 , :
Ell"" Iuzpob . .. do __ • 00 __ ..do .. .. .. FBb. 8 A 1111:. 8. 1870 1351 180 ,

Gracie M. P..,.kor .• " do.... 81 uo J 1~ Sept. la, ll1'l1 320
1

I .. · .. 1
:Mo.ryG. Curron -- do lOZ do Peb. 8 sept. 1,1Il19 150, 350

1
..

lV. .T. Knight.. do.... Illl do PoW. B Allg. Jl8,1879 40i 2OOi...... ,
Ral:D.g 5no do . 69 ••.do......... Feb.. " l5ept. 1,1879 il3O, 89' I!:ialled &pin Novemb/ll' 12, Ilml, Alld re-

I \ I tnmed Sl,pt<'lDlhllr 12, lil8l.l; 6li -perm, SG'1' wh&lo.
Wm.A.Grozi~ , do Il~ do All". 24 JulyJ..al88ll 785 as: ..
Qulcluoop do D3 do " JnJy a Sept.. 6,1880 Z".!(Il ! ..

! I

.A=~.~~.! Schoon U9 North Psalll.o. Mw-.:l8 Dell. "187\1 400 6, ~_ .. 'd"L 1,200 pound. walru& l-...ry.
Dawn, __ Bark 2fIO do Mal". 16 NOT. 17,1879 ' 4,000
:Fnwcht 1'nllMl'" do lQ6 .. __ ik> _.. &!pl;, 8 N" 17, 1879 a, I
HidoJ~ ...•.. , ,' •• llrlg." 17:> ....do -- •. Apl". II 1'1'0 11,1879...... 120 ... , ••

lSSO.

Nt'!(} BOlif!>r4, Miur,

A.ll.'l:n6kar 1Bark•••• 1" AtlaDtlu Apr. a ",. __ .
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J7OY4{}U of Amerlc41l tChalilig t'e8feUo, 1870 to 1880-Continued.

September, 18!lO, ..t F ..,al; 21)[, "pernl.
I ~rrauAferred from P:rovintttown.

"N 0 I"epOl t. to (}c.tI:~h(~r 2v, 188tl-~

i Oewber U, 1880. at Teneri1l'e 1 1!1){I ~l"'nn.

, fieptcmbex ~9. ll!,sO. »1. 81.. Micbael's.
! Reptembet" 21, lSBQ, at T.('!.n-erim~, 00 al)lf~l·m~
~" ,10k M oco, latltndQ 310 0;;', jongit11d"

, 7G~ all; JOG. IIol.pAl"Iu.

i An~~t 10 1 18Sfl~ tu lluUfi,on Bay~
I (ktooor 5, 18f:Hlt ;at 1i'fJ,.~ol:l] l 1~(1 lJertD.

•• --. -·- .. -1 .. ·••

---"'1-----.
I
!-

i • ~~ •••

!i,

"R

i ..;
: §

J ~
bO ; I ~

------~. "" ---~-- .. ~-II ,
ISSO. I

Ne", Rod/wO, M,..•.-'
lJonthmed.

Enropa ._ - Bark..•. :12<,1 Atlanti6 ! Apr. 7 i
1'"mnklln _ _.. SIIh<lllOarl 77 _ do. . , .Juno H I
Ga••He .•••••.••..••. lla.r-k_ ••. 273' .•. ,10 .... - .•. : M"y 11 I.. 
Go),),.... City .. ...... Schoon..r 85; .. do.. ·1 Jun. 2 r.. ·..
1""00111'....•.•.•.. _.. Brig.... 132; Hnd8<>n n"y .. 1 Mas 31
,Joh" (;oM'er _ Bark.... 31D; A11..,tio _.. _.. i May 18 ..
Jo.epWne _.• do .. __ 385! .. do 'Oct. 7

Kathleen .•••........ _. _do _.. _ 2OOi ... ,do MRy ~ ,- .. - .... ,

Lottie E. Cook. . Sohooner H2 __ ,10 { g~'~:~:: Sept. lU'lI\O i. 65, 1M

L::pUa ••_•••• _.~ .• & •• , Bark..• , 329 do Nov, 2.a ... r. __ ~~,_~ i-' .. ~·l
M. E. SimmOM.... __ I Schoonllrll05 do. Nov. 12 _ __ ._ .. j ...... :. , ...... '

Momurld............ n~k'.-'I Z73 .. do Jun. 1 ,..... , -: October 25, 188U, lilt F"YIiIJ; 280 "p8l1Il,

Mll1.n _. __ a7~ _. do _.. Oct. 6 __ .. !•••---:
Northern LIght ---- .. do IS8S' NorthPsclfic S"1't·:'21 ----- --- .. -- '1-----"
(hl"",y __ •• . .•do .. ~71l1 Atlo.ntlc , Mo,y 41 -- , i ".pWmber U, ISBD, at Ten.riffo, 20 apol'tIl.
Po.Im.tto ..••••...... _..do .. 21 do ._ _ i Jun" S __ .. !.-.-.. 1------1 Septemb""3,1880,otFIL~'"I; 70.1'0=.
Petrel L._~.~""__ •• _~ ,_ .do ~ 25 .. _ do ~_ ~~ i Oct. 10 !...•.. -.•.• -t l

Pinn _I ••.do "'1 do 'A,u/!:.17 .. ----- !, - I' .. ···II Anl(ll"t26.1~80, ..t "., l ..lit"<1,, 36" (.18'. Ion·

I

; : i gitude 55" Of'.

lio-mo do ..• 2llf .• do ' ';Il1y 22 --.-- .. -- -. ' -.-- i - -1

1

,---, I Octolwr3, 1880, at 1"o.u"ritlui fjOO"Porn,.

liurprlM -.• --. ~.b.ooM f\a .. _ do : Oet. 11/ '-'---.-.' '" __1''' ------INO"ember6' 1!l8O, nt~.,., 1 "p"l'Dlwllalo
VarnumH.HUl._ .. Brig .•.. 126._ ..do s..pi.~ -. -- i.. -. 1_' O''''ber28.181!~,latitude82<'81Y,I ..ne::llude

M""""" M_. ;, 111" 40'; (",halC8.

j .: 1 1

Aclmitv.l Blake....... 8chooner Il4 Atlantic .•.... May 26 Oct. 12,1138(1, 170, · .. 1···· -.j
W:d::~u.o;.:·· ...do --- -II 92 ....do .•.. - - '-1 Jnna 24 ;--- --. - -- - : . ". i .. IOctcoor 19, 18!1O, at l.'eDerift,,: aollP'lftl'.

ooi I '
E.H. Ro¢fteld ••••... Sollooner' .. Atlantle······1 JIlI1" 15 Oct. 27.1680 I .-. - ······1
::~:.:~':'::::::::: .~;:.:::,I ::::::: ::::::::: ;:: 1: I::::::':::::':: ::::r:::: ::::::
P~>bt. Mon-lAon •..•.... _de I BU •• ,dn " •. [ Apr. 16 ' ,...••. -.- 1 R&d taken, An~28, 185 operm.
E. H HotJie1d 1. _ d _.. Nov. 30 ,--, _ __ _ ) , , Ard"",1 from previnu"t<lpOetob.~27,1880.
"---" I I :, ' i 'with 90 "perm.

..0; l'tIUl~ Man-,! !' J 1 ~

Agate - _ SohOO1lU' •• Atiantl<l...... Feb. II: Sept, 13. 11180 i 10 26(11." .. !
<iJe.voue do .•• ) t:l ..•.do ,... 1IlIlr. 17 _ I : o.,woor 6, 1880. h&d 86 &perm.
Antarctlo <1& : 10 _.. ,do .•.. , .•.. Apr. Z8 _ , . : Novemberf, 1880, at 1165.ponn.
B.lt Sparb•..••......do .! ll2 do lI'J.y 1! _, ••••• _•••••••• __ _.••• : October 14, 1880.al;St.:MiGbM1'.: OOsperm.

e""wnP"lnt, do .••. :: 86 ,40._ _ )lay S , --,.-.: " ;
E-rl"'..rd Lee . __ do •. " 110 40' Kn". I .. I • ,
G'acl.1>I:. PllIr'ker .--' 110 j' do j .1 19: Sept. 17, l880 651 _ ,
u·.M.8immon.e_.r .•J~~~do 0 ••• 11 .~&rd8 •.••..••. Jan. i.91_. __ ~~ __ ~p._ -~~~-i '~.~·I OirtobP.r 20,1880. at Ten{'l'tiffu~ 2'!58pem1t

1111 R"' • I?"" 200 whal...
en Ulpal>. do ..do Feb. 14 AUS!".~7.1S8Q .. "" l~a: •.••.. 1

~;,:~ ltGQighC..:···-···· .. '.010,····1'--·· __ ..dn ' Feb. It l3eJlt.17,15W I 2211' .. ····1
J - ~~ ••• _ .... do lllZ •.. do __ .. , FOlb. III Sept. Ie, 18&1: 80 tu>' __ ----

O~:~~····I Bvk _· NorthPBcll!.1I Nov, 8 ---- __ 1 : ) ··-··1
Heman SDlith .••.••• Brig .•_Ill AtlaiItlll ....•. Oct. 6 '1 .. ", ,.. ····1
&.rah .8. Lewilo •••••• • • ••• • •• . •••• .• do '. ...... .rau. 23 S<>pt, 8, l~ 100' 1?- -..• _I

Nfllt~o-. . J I . ! J-

rlell. ""-'-~-- ., " " : : "" l8llOI'tlut';---- ~. ~M]lffi Atlantie """1 N..,.. 28' .•••• - •. ~ •••• ·I-·-- .. l..····;-'-· , No:rel'orttoDeoom r, •
Bride ,.do .••.Is DelI8l&tl"" ",' 4pr.1'I .••.•••..••••••••.•., ..••.••.••••• N<>n.ponte Deo:lember, l8llO.
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P0!lagl!8 of Americail whaling vessels, 1810 to 1880-Continnad,

ReDlllorlu.

)1.-1- 1---;-. - ; ,j"""Pf!
~ I i ~!!! :c.5 :~~ ] ~ :

'I ~ i]l: ~ j [' j i]Oif f:
----ttoso. ----;--- i~--- ..-----, -------'- -- ---.
NAD.g:~f:~~·Il"--i i 'II r . i
RlJ•..-ell Xlnrr __ -.,! sChooner;113( D@801atlcnMay11. ...... __ . 1.... :La8t~I"tJun@14,lI>80...tFln",.wlth~5", I ! I wh.Je.
Trlnlty .•.- H..rk ,317i do .. J'l1llc 1: ' , :NoNlporttnDecemhcr,lll1'O.
Wanderer ; S&hoon",:151: Atlantic Aug. 12 1 -- - "-1 -:

8.... Pranci,.o, O(ll. iii i :
AWlka ..... ..... SChocncr[UII iNorll,Po",fic " Ma" 13 !OM_ 15,1800 I 51JO :22.900IAl!lO~llwalruginn"lllh~r,lIJ>.d2,!I01l]101lnWi

i : ! :" i ! "'slrllK ivory.

l'TMlo"'pa.lm@r... ---H&l'k.... '119,,'I ....<10-----lIar. 17 [Sop\;.2.>,18801 ...... l.000 : ... __ '

~;:~'I~' :,:',-~_:_-_._:-~-__:~~:_:~:.~~~:_:'~~:_: :_._._~: ~~:_:_ 1~~.~~~:_2;: ~:~~ L: ::l~~~_~'_'._. _
11. RBYIEW OF WIIALB FISHERY OF }<~OREIGN NATIONS.

In 1846 the combined whaling fleet of the world numbered nearly One thousand sail, of which

number senm hunared and twent;r"nine were unaer the American flag, the others hailing from
Great Britia.n; Germany, France, and other foreign countrie~.

In 1880 the entire fleet llumbt>fcd not more than two hundred and frft;y yest,lelf1, one hundred and
aevcnB-'-on\l of which were American. The onl~' foreign cquntry that now has a fleet of large vessels

in tuc whale fishery is Scotland, which {',mploY8 about twenty large Hteamer~ in the W1Hlle fi",hery
of East Grecnla,nd and ill D~wjs. Strait. Norway bas fJ,fl(~l!t, of swalJ-sizf'd steJl,meJ8IHlll sail vessels

employed in whaling chil'fiy along 811Ore. Australia and X(~w Zealand ha\'e It few vessell'l engaged
ill whaling in the viciuity of those countries, and Chili owns It few Yc"se!1-: erui8ing along the South

American coast. Canada, and Newfoundland also emplQ'y a few vessels in wh:~liDg, tbough most of'

their time is spent in sealing.

It is impossible to tell WlJl,lll and wbere the fishing for wh,3]es originated. III many of tbe
RIllJient records there are references W these great animals and accounts of their capture. Most
writers on the subject think that the Norwegians were the first to ma,ke a bU8incss of eatching

whales, and the account of a voyage to Norway by one Othere, a native of Heligoland, is frequently

quoted to show that before the year 890 they had heen captured 011 the coast of Norway. The
Norwegians mll~' have been the first to engage in the whalt\ fisuer.r, but they pnr8ued no system
atic lllan, and their work should be regarded the same as the fishing expeditious of the Eskimos.
The Biscayaull were proha,bl;y the ftrst Virho pf08ecuted the fishery (Uol a regular commeroial pursuit,

atld t.hey carried it on with ,g-rell.t \igor in tbe twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth OODtUries.
The whales taken by th€'- Biseayans were probably the finback species, which doubtle-.ss

frequented the bays and seas of Europe in pursuit of herring. As they became scarce near bOJlle

they were hunted in other parts, as at Iceland, upon t,he banks of Newfoundland, and in the Gulf
of Saint Lawrence.

The first authentic acconnt of the English people engaging in whaling 18 in 159ll, when
Beveral vessels were sent to Cape Bretou. fitted for hunting the walrus: and whale. Oneofth(lle
vessels, the Graee of BrilJtol, brought hOllie to England fl, qUahtity.of wbiWe fins orWhaJ8~
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which was found at Saint George's Bay, where it wl1Ssaid to have been left three years before by a
'wrecked :Biscayan ship. This whalebone is supposed to he the first ever imported into England.
'l'bere are no records to sllOw to what extent the fishers was calTied on at this early period by

ehher the Biscayaus or the English. If the industry had been ver.y importallt I:!omc hli!ltorical data,
would remain. When this fishery by the French ceased is a matter of doubt, but it Wall probably
about the cl08e of the sixteenth century.

EARLY WHALING A'I' GREENLAND AND SPITZBERGEN.

The Spitzbergen whale fishery was the first of gn~at importan~. It was begun by the Engli!:lh
in 1611, wheu two vessels made vo.yages there under tue direction of Capt. JonUl:I Poole, who
had previously visited the coast. The island of Spitzbl\rgen had been dis<'A),rered about the year
159G b~' explorers in search of a passage to India, who, though they failed of their ma.in object, made
kuown the haunts of the polar whale. AlthougIl the English were the first to enter upon the new
fil;ber,y, they were not the roost energetic, for the Dutch soon outstripped them in the number of
wssels engaged and the profits of the vosages. rIhe first eftort of the English was to obtain

I:mpreme control of whaling in the seas about Spitzbergen on the pretext that the island had.
been discovered by an Englishman. The Muscovy Oompany, under whose anspices the first
English whalers were sent out, obtained a myal charter IJrohibiting all other natiollil from fishing
ill the seas round Spitzbergen. Efforts were made to enforce this clarter by force, and several
encouuters took place between the Dutch and Englitlh ve8sels, until it wal> finally agreed to divide

tile island and adj acent waters into districts that were assigned, respectivel~-,to the English, Duteh,
Ilambargers, French, Danos, &c.

Whales were so abnndllnt that extra vessels were sent ont to bring home the oil and bone, and
a "mage was built on the island of Spitzbergen. where*the blubber was tried out. .. :Nothing can

give a more vivid idea of the extent antI importance of the Dutch fishery in the middle of the

seventeenth centur,r than the fact thtt.t they constructed a cousiderable "mage, the houses of
which were all previousl)' prepared in Holland. on the Isle of Amsterdam. OIl the northern shore
of Spitzbergen, to which tbey gave the appropriate name of Smeert.mberg (from smUTm, to melt,

and berg, a lUountain). Thi.l:l was the grand rendezvous of the Dutch whale 8hips, and was amply
provided With boilers, tanks, and every apparatus required for preparing the oil and bone. But

this was not all. The whale ships were attended with a Dumber of provision bhips, the cargoes of

Which were landoo' at Sme6l'euberg, which aboundel1 during the busy seaSOll with well furnil>hed
shops, good inns, &c., so that many of the conveniences and enjoyments of Amsterdam were found
within about eleven degrees of the pole. It is particula.rly mentioned that the sailors and othertl

were e\'ery morning supplied with what a Dutchman regards as a very great luxury, hot rolls for
bre<\kfast. Batavia and Smeerenberg were founded nearly at the same period, and it was for a
oonlliderable tilne doubted whether the latter was not the more important establishment."·

From 1611 to a.bout 1700 the Spitzbergen fishery was important" and wa'8 participated in b;r
11l08t oftha northern DatioDs ofEnrope. About 1680 the Dutch whale fishery in those !leas WaI! at
its height and employed sollie two hundred and sixty ships and fourteen thonsand sailors. Whales

finally booame scarce about Spitzbergen lUld were pursued along tbe east ooaatofGreenland. From
here it \V&8 found more convenient to bring the blnbber borne and not tr~T it out on land, as they
had been aoonstomed to dQ. As wha.w.s booatne l~ u.nd less nUlIl&OIl8 on the oM grounds, new

• De~, BatoiN 4eel'eecbea, 4e..,. 'tOme J. p. 42.

SEo. V; Vo-L.n--13
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place!> were conlltantl~' being sought for. AI)ont 1719 Dntch whaling vc&sels first 6ntered Davis

Strait and esta.blis1Jed I! fisher)' that CQntillues to tbiti day to empJQ)' fleets of Sc-otub and Amer·
ican whaler!':; the. ]u,tt-er began whaling ill this strait about the year 1737.

SCOre-fiU,Y ," ill his aecount of the Arctic regions, gives a. lIistory of the northern whale fishery
from its commenoomeut till 1820, and accurately describes the metholls elllployed in the capture of

whales. He also gives valuabl{1 lltatistics of the Spit.zbergen, G-rl:'enlalld, amI Uavis Strait fisheries,
ill whje-b h f' shows tbll.t the Dutch Beu! 17,3:3) R!.ljpS to the Do.rtlW,fll nlilieries between 1669 and

1778 and captured 64,576 wbales. The following stat.ement "hows these facts by decades:

Du,wh w],a~ji~hery, 1609 t., 1709.

--------~._~-----_._---_. _._....._.---_. _.. --_._- --- ." ------ ._- ..__._._. --- .__. ------- -~._-

n,,'Vi" !ltrait.Greet.tl.and."
i

__,_..~ .. _. __ . . ..• __ '.... __ .1 .. •.. __ .. __ .0_ ~.~~ ....__

I' N~'t';oop.r. of :, Sh;]" IG,t, iWba1""tok""., Xnllij ;,;:,or : ShipsloB\.. IWhlll.~st&ke".
mu ; ! Ahl<!l.! !
ii' .

- .- -. - .---- ._-..... _-.---- --.--- --- -- 1'--- i .-- --. ---. ---;-.---- -- '-'. .. ---- -.---- ..... -. -- -
Illllt--lml•••.. __ ••• __ •••.• _••••••••••••• " •••••• __ ••••• _1 9\l3! 83, 6, ilJ4 1... .--.-,.'-'.'---'" ·--1··· .. ·········

:::::::_::::::::::::::::::1 :: i '~! '~Ei-:i f
~;:~~~-::~::~.::::::::::.~~~.:::: .. :::::::::::.:~ ..j ::.:(~: I 40 i 3,m; 748 "~~-I ,-" .. "'~:~~l
172ll-17U- ••. - •• " ••.• - .'•• __ •..••. - ••••••••••.. -- -. -I SoS J3 ! 2.198 i 970 I 14 i 1,11.19
]7*"1748 _ _•.• __ _.• .,: ],3.10' m' (/, 19~! /Mil' 10: 1.1(;2

17!11l---17OS •••.•••• __ --- •••• -•••••• -- •.• - i J,;lJU I 50 I 4,770 I Btl' II ~ I 513

1759--1768 -- "----"' "" ••••••• " 1 1, 3~4 i 2:' I 3,078 I' 2116 _ ~ ! 818
17ft9-1778 -- _-' _- __ " ..• -- - _ 1 903 :,_.__31_,_~, 4:11 : 8_'1~_~

____~ , ! _ ....~~~j ~lL ~7,IiOO i 3,164 L_ ~2_i.. 6,9M

"This fishery, when in its most flourishing condition, was principally carried on in the ijeaB and

bays round Spitzbergen, and there the Hollanders cOllstructed the village of Smeerenberg, where
they boiled the hlubber and prepared the oil and whalebone. Tholmvoc made among tbe whales,
!lud their dispersion to the ~oa6tsof Greenland and Davis Strait, put an end to the establishment,
and with it to the golden age of the whale fishery. In 1842 there was oilly one vessel engaged ill

this once flonrishing fishery; in 1853 there were five, and in 1854, there were three."t
U Tbe hisoory of the Spltzbet'geu couukS," r;aya Xonlenskiold, U ha.s not yet been wrlttrtm in a

satisfactory way, and is in tnany respects very obscure. It is supposed that afttlr the discovery of

Spitzoorgen in 1596 by Barents, the hunting in the pola.r seas began dUring Bennet's first voyage in
1603, and that the whale fishing was ihtrodnced by .loann Poole in 1610. But already in the fol
lowing year Poo1{i, whose veMal was then wrecked on the west coast of Spitzbergen, found in Horn

Sonnd B ship from HUll, to which be gave charge of saving bis cargo, and two yeQrs after the

Engli~h were compell ed, in order to keep foreigners from the fu,hing field they wished to monopolize,
to send out six rnen-of-war~ which found there eight Spanish and a number of DutCh and French

v68l'lCls (Plll'chas, iii, pp. 462,716, &c.). Even in our daY13 the aooonnbl of new sources of wea.lth do

not spread so rapidly as in this ca13e, unleB8, along with the history of the discovery which waa. ,",itten

by Haklayt, Pnreha.s, De Veer, &'Ie" there had been an unknown history ofdtscovery, aud tbe

whale fishing, of which it may still be possible t<:t collect ROme partieular8 from the arohivel!I .of SaIl
Sebastian; Dunkirk, Boll, and other porta.

,. Aoooant-"oft1tcl Arctic &gionll, &0., Loudon, l&W, 2 vole.
t Eney. Britannie&, vol. xi, 583:
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" However this may be, it is oortaill that the English and Dutch northeast voyages ga-ve origin
to a whale fishery in the sea round Spitzbergen, wbich increased by many millions the national
wealth of theoo rich commercial states. The fishing went on at first immediately along the coasts,
from which, however, the whales were SOOti driven, so that t.he whllle fishers hall to sl'ek liew fishing
grounds, .first farther out to sea, betweelJ Spitzbergen and Greenland, then in Davil! Strait, and
finally in the South Polar Sea, or in tIle sea on both sides of Behriug Strait.

"Spitzbergen, when the whale fishing ceased in its neighborhood, was mostly abandoned,
until the Russialli; began to settle thert', principally for tlHl hunting of the, monntain fox and the
reindeer. Of their hunting voyages we kllow very little, but that they had been widely prosecuted
is shown by the remains of tbeir dwellings or huts Oil nearly all the fjords of Spitzbergen. The~'

seem to have often wintered, probably because the defective bnild of their vessels only permitted
them to sail to and from Spitzbe,rgen during the height of summer, and they could not thu!'! take
part without wintering in the autumn hunting, daring which the fattest reindeer a,re got; nor
could the thick and valuable fur of the winter fox be obtained without wintering. But tbe hunt·
ing voyages of the Russians to Spitzbergen have also long ceased. The last voyage thither took

place in 1851J 52, and had a very unfortunate issue for most of those who took part in it, t,welve
men dying ont of twenty. On the other hand, the Norwegian yoyages to Spitzbergen for the seal

!1ud walrus hunting, begun in the end of the laflt.century, still go Oil."·

NORWAY.

About the year 1864 CGPt. Svend Foyn, of Tonsberg, established a whaling station on a small
island in the Varanger Fiord in Finmark. The whales were captured with harpoons thrown from
a swivel gun expretl5ly constructed for the purpose, aud mounted at the bow of a. small steamer.
This harpoon w-as charged at the lower end with an explosive ball that burst wben the harpoon
had penetrated the flesh, aud killed the animal instantly. From the first tbis enterprise. proved

successful, and about 25 similar stations have since been started at different places on the

Finmark coast, east and west of North Cape.t

• Voyage of thl,l Vega, translated by Alexander Leslie, 1881, vol. I, pp. 291-293.
t Capt. Nie1.8 JUI,lI, in a letter to Prof. S. }'. Baird dated Bergen, Norw&y, September 2'.2, 1884, gh·eo; the following

information a1N.Jut the whale fuoht>ry of Norway;
"The whale fulhery began in 1864 and Wall oarried on till 1869 by 8 !lingle oompa.ny with one !Iteame:r, and from

that datto till 18'17 by two lIt6Jl,m6l"8, belonging to the Ilame c()mpany. In 1877 the number of companiell increased to
tWQ, in 1881 to live, in 1862 to eight, employing twelve IIteam"rs, and In 188:.~ to fourteen, with twenty.three 8te~er8.

I)f th_ oompaniee eleTen are in Oatll:nmarkeu, east of Cape North, and tbree in 'VestfinmaTkl'l1l, between CaP\" North
aud the townof~. The catch has been 88 f01l0W8 :

y- ~ ~ y- I~l=~':-]~~ I

11l1O............... 0 \ 1Il7J..........••... ! lIll lSllO .. ··· .. ·· .... ·· lU i. I '
18l1'l'............... l!tS7{ : 51 lS81 .. · .........• 2'iS:
1lIIIl••.• :.... ...... 110 I 187~..••.•••.•••••• ' 37 I 1882•. ·•· ..•••. .•.. llS6 I
l8IlIl •.•••.••••••••• , 11 II 187ll.. : til 'j' 11l8il•. ••· .•.•.•••• sue: I
187/l................ lMl l.817 oj B2 l\i8( __~
1871-.•••••.• : ._.... 20 118'18 ' , 130 ; T 1aI :I 1m i
Ma............... 4{1 i 187L j 1211 i 0.. ....• , J

"hll872,187f.aOO..lB7S.. wlzaUng WIIB tried in the Stnlit <Jf Dam by <Jne v_I, but with0tl;t IJUCGe8Ilo In 1883
Mr. Svend FO)'il, who Ie the ereato»' of the Norwegian "\II'hale fisbery in Fiumarken, pnt np an estabI:illhuu!'nt ill IeeJ~d.
Thhl Y6&the got tl'l'flnty~twowbltl'€lll there. Wbale!! R_ aIM oeca~i{)nlllIy taken by fi!lb~rm(ln,wbo 8hoot tb:m wIth
&Wows. lD,.t1:ie wati:itllof SJiit-is~genthereare taken e.vwy reax, by vellS611llltted out fmm Troma,o, from lW to!l&O
1l().eal1e4wlittew~ (~p~~ r-a-llM), bymeane.o{ .net&, 1,100 to 1,900 meten long ~th meBbes or 0.16
meter. '.. ' . . .
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Pl'of~ G. O. Sal's, who visited Captain )<'0;\,1I'S station iu 1.s7~. t;a:yo; that tho kind of whale

capturt-d almo~t exclnsively i~ the blue whale (Balamoptcru, Siuualdf). A sllIalkl' wuale (probablr

BalamopltJra lati(~(jf!8) i" a1<10 abundaut, but, bdug smaller allll l!-,," fat tlHlll t1w Llue whale, is not

captured. Two other speci«s of w lwles anJ said to G'OflW tlww iii ""m :111 JHIW!Wl'S d uri 11[; tU(J season

of the ueuillg fhibt'l'il's, Balamoptera mWiculu.8 and the JielJt/plau boops.

The condit iOIl of tlw Wllllie fisltcries of Norway 10 ltiSl il; 1l,](1 1I'y U lJ ih'd States Consul Gad!.'. of

Cl.1ristiauia, in a rl'port dated January 7, 188:.l. Hc says: "Tile floatitlg ice ill 1881 extended mueh

1arther to the south aud [learer to the l:oasts of )\orway ttntll UNW'!. It was e\'ell found betwlowU

15 and :.lO Nof\vegiau mile;.; north of til(; Sorth C'lJll'. Thil:\ circnnn;t.ancll \Val; lIot without its

intlut'nee on tb(' tem]Jl'l';Itlll'l' of tlw year, as th<l I:;UlUUlcr was llllusually cold, but at. the f;Uille time

the opinion has been l'XrH'es~el1 that it \Hll:l advantageous to the wLlHfbJg' on the coasts of Finmark,
•

which was ytlry cousillet'able. It is .mpposed tha,t iee .Iwn' snch a supply of tood into the tior<h, of

Finmark tlJal. whale,;, ti"h, and sea birds wm'e drawn there in crowlI:;. During the month of

:1:1arch the YaraIJgvr Piol'd is said to ll,<n-e oft'tll'eu a splcndhl slwctac!c; SPYI!l',u.} tlwm"aIJQ whaleN

fiol\ked ill and carried on the wildest antics. The sea was e()V(~red with columus of "pray, aUtI the

hea\':y l;ouud of the whaJctl breathing could be beard as faT a1:l Vadso. The whale is, however,

protected during this mouth, and the fishing cvuM onl.\' begin at the eud of )hl,v, frolll which time

it continues through the summer. Two buudred and eights whalf's wel'f~ c:.mght iu 18S1, the

largest number ever killed in one ,year oil' the SOl'wegian eoalitfi. Some of tlJe wbales were dC!;(Jl'ibed

as having a length of 90 feet and a cirCUlllfeI't'IICe of 40 jeet. Such whales are not met with eveQT

dar, but neither are the,)' of exceeding rarity.

"The whaling busine~s in Norwil,Y illcrea~ms and eu~agcs larger capital every year. "''''halers

are now fitted out from Ilever..l.l pOl'ts in Southnrn Norwa;y. as well all from portl'! east and west of

"The whaltoll ta.ken in }'illlll~rken belong to the two species: Blaahvalen (Btllal"floptera Sibba la, Gray)" yielding
90 heotoliters of oil, lOud l<'Inhvalllll (Balamwpttll'll museulUii). yielding 15 hectolitera; 1h" Knolhv..l (Megaplera boO'ps
Fabriciu~) is also sometime" takeo.

"The steaUHII'tl used are bullt of iron, haVe a burchau of 32 R. T. nette wit an e:lgin<; of 25 to :{[) nominal hllN\6
power. Th" lengtlJ. i6 2't,5 to :.t6,7 IlJl.'tel'~, t.fie bI'~lldth 4 to 4.3 meters, !lond t.he draught ~,:; to :Ul metota. Theyar"
rigged at:! foro lilld ai. 6cboonen, Below d""k arc ouly the ollgine, th" ca,biu8, and al'!ace i'or thc cordnge, a.'l t.he whal.ea
&1'6 alwaya t.owed ashore "itheT lly th,' "wamel' 01' by a t,,,~lJ,,,~t. The C'<OVl' con"isb of lIillC men, viz, tho cnpt:tin, on"
gunner, th\'Olll enginOOr!l, one stewllOO, and thr"'6 sailor~. '£b.. 6peed I" II knott/_

"Thll gllllB tit/ed are lllu2'zle-lolOdor6, of st(>l)l, w it.h atel;l-coils lJ,ud mounted 011 611"1 velB. TI,,, length 1. i mete rll and
lIaUber 0.07B, Th" charge 0.34 kiJOI,'T1l1ll6. They are 1h..,d lit a distanco of IlO to 40 Ull!tel's. The gunner tIi.,6 to hit
the whale betwoen the riba a6 nollr .he 6pinllll~oluUln 1WI FOetliMe,

"The gun-harpoon U1!ed WlUl invented b~' :Mr. 8velltl }'o,Yn about 1860 and patented tilll8b~, wlH.>u the patent ran
out in NOJ'WIlo}'. It consist"! of ~ The 6h",11, 0,104 l1leteI'>l in diametH, length O,:n9, and charge 0,;' kilogt'l1Jll6; tbe ba:rb
bolster, length 0.319; the })ole, lellgth 1.:m7.

"The lilieH i6 screwed to the barlJ-h01stl.'r, which contaiull lJ, gta~8 filled with 6nlphuric acid, To the polt! i.
attached the rOlJ06, 0.143 in cin:mmfereuce and'7:J:.llllcter:;, long, with a ring running on thfl polt!, The weigh. of the
rope, which is of heIll1), i6 abont 1,450 kHograul8.

"When the harpoon ill to be UBfId, the barbs, that are ph·oting, atO "f\cured to the pol.. by rope"yarn, ll>UU the
oihe11lWrewoo on the lw1<.t~r. Ail tlw Lwmm.,r of lta,l'US are 4, tim "hell antI tbo Iwl.tOJt, tbtlt tnm In thOJ ring I<t tlle
I6Ild of the poll; when thlly aro ll't)O, liO,le fonn with tho jlo]e a 801id Inas" 'When tho !IlLrpOOn pen",trates into tI,.,
wh&lt'! the rope-yarn wp" oir, tlll.> bar!J" turn Ii. to lllukc an angle with tho !Jo\i;ter, crushlug the gllUls tube, nod j,b"
lIulphurio llocld, thllt ool1lmuniQaw~with the POWU"l' in the "hell through lL ehu,unel in tho ect'(l"'·, m..ke9 it explode.

"M08t whaI6>I sink, \Vhen tbe~· (to uot"it:,k, lwveral whal.,ra are of the opillion that thl) I'l'l'lpiru.to~' orgu.n is fined
with ooagnlat.ed blood, itllpeding the iuha!<ld air to get out again. The :reason for tItis thenr~' Is thatthere com611 very
little blood through the UOIItrii of a "'hHle that llo not ~ink 1\0 huud-harpooDs at" used.

"The wanner ill. which tho f\~ermon kill 1,11('. wLILlo hy meliUS of IHmWIl aud crol:ll3-bow is the following: When
a whale enters a bay the pllJ;S&ge is barl~tl with R Hl,rong n,;t, and tlw whale 6hot. Thtly let bilO go for two (IT lhI'e6
days iIlllide. 'rhe 81'l'OW8 contain no POll>OIl, but 1at,,)' in vost.igatimlH !la.ve led to the diMlovery of a peColill.r badlllJ
that livll.\l on arrows already used, &lId, whicb poisons the blood. Ol<lllorrow8 (of iron) are only &rl:e6med,.an4 jH'W we
know th'" reill!lOn why. After !!Orne days the whale heoomeil dying, ltnd i~ di8(\llit<Ghoo withknivlllI andhaJ:ptw11&. The
Hesh it! eaten, with w;:oelJtion of ttl! purts 1'111.1l1l1 the woull'b, wbIJJ'tl is formed a tumor. Tilt! whale ordinary taken in
tJ!.is manuer 18 tbe Vlta,gchval (B41renopltlf'4 >'O/Itrata r'abricioH). Tilt'! Iltlmber m..y lWlonntto 15 to lW a yeai<"
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the North Ca,pe, and five Ilifferent eompatJie-~ were in 1881 represented by steamers. Tile firsl,

promoter of tbe whaIf\ and ~eal fiB1H"J'y in Norway, Capt. Sn'nd Foyn, alone caught last summer
one hnndred and Reven whales, and is now building two new steamers for whaling-. Another vessel
caugllt sixty wlmles on t,he same fislling gToumls. Though it apllearl'l that. wlulles are abundant
on We l:\horm; of Pinmark, it must be borne in mind from previous experienc~e t.Ua.t tbese animals

mUl'!l finall.y be extt'I'rninate.d.

L'The preMnt fi;,;hing: gronnds are circumscribed, and there may come a time when these giant
animals, who propagate but slowly, may disappear from the waters where they resort while
devollring the masse:> of fish tbey drin~ in front of them.

" Tbe value of an ordinal',\' ",hale hall been estimated at about, 2lKlO crowns [about $536],

whidl, for two hundred and eights whales Idlle(l last Sllmmer, gives a total sum of over half a

mjlJiOl1 crowns [about $150,000]. To um\'!" a comparison, WI:' ma~' state that the elevl:'n Rteamers
liltl'll out tJJi~ year from Dundee, Scoth:Hld, for whale fishillg off Gremlland, caught forty·eight
'wrml",s, vaiued at £35,000 or 6~\{),OOO crowns [$16!),OUO, or all averag... of :'Ibmlt $:>"WO per wlmll'l).

"The fisherml:'n ellgagNl in the important cod .fisheries off the I~inmark shores baw. protested

strOllgly llgainst the whale fishing OIl their usual tiHhing grounds, and to the south of tbis country

we find the same pr{~\ll1i{'e against whale fil'hing among the Swedes, who are this winter engaged

ill large herring fisheries. They have lat<.;l~· opposed the approach of a Norwt?gian whaler in the

waters "hefo tlle~' are mlgaged. TlJe Norwegian wba]er~ whieh had been hired by a Swedish firm,
wu,. uriven oft' OIl tbe plea that it was unlawful in Sweden to shoot where herring are being'

fi!>hed." •
G-REA.T llRlT.AJ.N.

The British whale fishery dates from about the be'ginning of the sewentel."uth century, as

abQve tLtat.e>,d in the discussion of whaHng at Sllitzl:!('Tgell.

" Greenland was first discovered b~' the Engll8b i but ill this, 3S in othE'f branches of naviga

t,iolJ, we long allowed the Dutch to take a lead. It was llot till after 1750 that, Government ha\'ing

granted It bouIlty of 408. a ton on en,'Ir,Y vessel employed in toue wha,l(' fiRheQ', a considerable incre~e
took place in this branch. In 1750 the veSl'!els employ,'d were only ninetNHl i in 1756 tbey had
ili(;l'eu8etl to :>.ixty·reVetl. The war lWOU eau":!ed a d,-crease of oue· half; but. at th~ retutu of l)eace,

ill 17G~\, this tisherr revived, awl ill 1770 the vessels employed a,mounted to fifty, in 1773 to fifty-five1

ill 177;j to nillt~t.,}'·8ix. The American war a,gain can'<ed II, decrease, and in 1782 the vef'!sels so

employed WNe ouly tbirtyeight. In 1784 theJ inCN.~a8e.d to (\ighty.U1l1e, and in 1785 to oU(\ hnn.

dred alld fort,y. After thiH they exceeded t,wo hundred alllluaIl,Y till 179;~; but the loug continu
Ullee of the late war t'educcl them bdo w half the numbt;;l' emlllore,d prc"\iously. In 1852 the whale

lhlller..... employed tlhips of tbe aggr(~gate Imnlen of lG,na toufl."f .

TJI(I first whale ~hip to enter the !'a,eif(c Ocean il;"l Baid to 11l~V'e sailpd from England in 1787,

alll] was Rent by the colon~' of Nautllcket whalemen who had gone to England at the close of the
1{p\,olutiollury war. <LOapt. Archdus Hawntond," sa;'j1'l Mr. F. C. Sanford, of Nimtucket, "Wail

firnt, officer of tha.t 'Shill, and 8truck tbe first sl)e,rm whal~ ever kUOW[l to be taken in. that ocean.

1l(1 afterwarda Bailed from I~ondon in the ship U.rrlls, which ship be gave up to Paul West, his

!leeou(l officer, in 1801, antI 'Vest. made a fortulle in her llnd left her tOfoin bis family in America,

arriving in 18i3. Capta.in Hammond came borne to Nantncket in 1830/'
The British whaleftaheryreacbed its greateAt prosperity in 1815, when there were one hundred

~nd8i::ttY·fourwhalers on the ocean. About the year 1800 there were twenty-three British vessels in

,. Commercial reports, 8ta.te Department. No. 16, FebruMY, 1882, po 293.
tEnel~8 Britta.niea.

~ ".



198 illSTUltY AND METHUDS 01<' TH~J FISHEIUEs.

the lSoutheru whale fishery, cruising chiefly on the Brazil Bank. In 1855 there were about fifty
vessels in the Greenland and D3i\'is Strait fishery. About the year 1865 80me tbirty·five vessels

were employed ill the northern or Greenland filSbery. The sou.thern fishery gradually declined
IJntil it is DQW pmcticaH,r ahalldQned. The DQrtllern fi",herr, however, bas lwntiuueu of impor
tance, though the number of 110rts from which ve15sell'l arc fitted has decreased. '1'h~ ve8sela are
now mostly fitted at Dundee and Peterhead.

The ~coteh whale fishery at Greenland and Davis Strait is eombined with sealing, and i8
carried on with the most powerful steamers, specially equipped for battling with ice.

The llUDlbel' of vessels in tllis Jishery bas dtlcrea..'u'd very much SiIlOO 1830, as appears fwm the

following statement of the size of the tleet in 1830,1857, and 1868:·
-'---~--'--------------------------------'--"-'I--'

1BOO. lB57.

VJIifflo. - Ii-:--------,---- --'---:-----,;--. ! -.-.~-i--

"ShIP~. , Ton~. ! Sblp'. i J,mo. ShIp•. I TOll~.

l!OO

~2~L_....- .•·••-.·.-..·••.. ·· -.- •• -.·- •• --- ...---- ....••...-••.! 1i ,·E 1-. 1
-_ •••1 ••••••• 1~~~:~~~~

~=;::--.~..~.::- -_ :~ _.- -.:.~•. --.~:_.~•.~~~!~ 1_,:~f~~J~I~)··;,;"
In a communication to the State Department, under date of Noyemb~rHI, 1877, United States

Uonsu} McDougall, at Dundee, Scotland, gives some information concerning the Briti$b wbale and
seal Jisberies in Davis-'Strait.. He sayl'l: "The SQCOO8il of the whaling ileet belonging to lids port
was considerably greawr in 1876 than in 1875. All the vessels, twelve in number, prosecuted botb

seal and whaJe fishing in 1816. The only change in the course mmally followed was by one vessel,
which went to Labrador instead of Greenland with the other ships. The total cateh at the seal

fishing was in 1876, 57,716 seals, yielding 625 tons of seal oil. Seal oil last year was valued at£32
per ton, and the average Jlrioo for skins was 68. Taking tbe 625 tons of oil .at £32 gives .-£20,000.

and 57,776 skins at &. oo.eb produces the sum of £17,332 1&. j so that the valuo of the seal fish
ing ill 1876 wall £31,332,168. Only one vessel retnrned clean from the seal fishing.

"The total catch at the whale fishing was, in 1876, 64 whales, yielding 824 tons oil and
45 tons bone. The selling plice of whale oil in 1876 was £35 per ton, and although as high 88

£1,200 per ton was got for bone, £.800 was the average price. The ~ klns of oil produood

.£28,84:0 and the 45 tons of bone £36,000; total for the whale fisbing, £64,840; total for the 88al

fishing, £37,332 168.; total for both fl~hinis, £102,172 168. Of coone from this sum ID.lUIt be

deducted the expenses of t~ fleet, which are very heavy.

"In 1875 the value of the seal fisbing was computed at £27,02678. 6d. and the whale &hing
at .£.50,32.5; total for both llshings, £7;,351 78. 611. This shows an inc.t'8a8ein favor of 1876 jn the
Sl"<l.l D<!hing of £10,806 &. 6d. tmd in the whaJe fishing of £14,515 j total inureaB6 inboth,:AsbiDgs

for 1816, £24,821 & .
..............._~~--- ---,.-

~MOJ:n'nLnIDi-M~;Die arktlsche. Fi8Chertli d6r deutllchen 8eelrtidtll, 1620-16ti8.
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"This year two veesels went to the seal fishing in Labl'atlor compared with one in 1876; and

they were 80 8uecesl'lful, that tbe Dundee Seal and Whale }i'ishing Oompany ha\'e resolved to form

Ii uranch establishment at Newfoundland, and next spring two of their largest and most powerful
screw steamers, instead of going to Gt'L>\mlaud, will b\» 11ispatdu!:u. to the :Newfoundland '1>eal
fishing, The company has acquired a piece of gl'ound, on which they are erectiug the necessary

buildings for carrying on the work counected with the fishing, illcluding boiling.house, &e.

There beillg no docks for the accomillodation of the vessels, the COmptUlY iii constructing a wharf
ill dose proximity to its promises, so that the steamers will be enabled to dischal'ge their catches

almost at the doors of the establishment. With the two steamers sellt out by another company
here (those which went this year), thiH ",ill uow makl\ four Dundee vessels that will pro8ccute

tbe Newfouudland seal fishing next spring. The etfect of this c!tallge will of course be to give the

l'C1nainder of the Du.udoo ve8$els going ttl Greenland u better chance of success, and it is hoped
the results will prove satisfactory to all concel'lloo.

" As all the. vesooll> of th~ Dllllde.e. wha,l~ fleet have now a.rriv~d frQffi Newfontl\Haml and
Greenland seal and whale fisheries for the year, I alll able to give the Humber of seals caught and

otbtlr particulars. The whole· of the vessel:; (now thirteen ill number) went both to tIle seal and

whale fishing this year, two going tt) NewfoundlalHl instead of to Greenlalld with tlw otller ships.

The number of seals caught in ~ewfoalldla.nd (Labrador) this ;yeur was for two vessels 46,600
seals, ,yielding 750 Wos of oil; IUllt year one ve88d, 4,000 seals, yielding' 47 tOllS oil; illcrease in

UH';", 42,600 8eals, 703 tons oil. The number of seal caught in Greenland this year was for ele-ven

vesge!s, 29,40(h!eals, yielding 342 tons oil; last year for eleven Yel>lsels, 53,776 seals, ,yielding 578

tOIlS oil; decrease in 1877,27,376 seals, 236 tons oiL"

.:iii",pm ..~1IIlRelri.... of UniWm.- 'lritb J'lm'!lp Coontrlel!~ lim, p- 4.t».
t AlIGtuwiltt.. ..MkiL .
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The following additiollal account of the Dundee whale :1nd seal fishery il; from a report to too
State Department by United States Consul Winter,'" of Dundee:

" Nine steamers l~ft Dundee for t,be Greenland seal fishing in 1881 ; tbeir (la,tehes were 12,721

8eals, yieldillg ~01 tom: of oil. Eight steamers went to tlJis fishing in 1880; their catches were
29,100 seals, yielding 489 tons of oil, !;howing for 1881 a ueerease of lG,379 seals and 288 tons of

oil. Six steamers left Dundee for the Kewfoumlland seal fishing in 1881; thpir catllhes were

139t mm seals, yielding 1,797 tOilS of oil. ViVfl steamers went to tbis fishing in 1880 ; their catches

were 58,940 seals, yielding 726 tons of oil, showing for 1881 an increase of 81,045 seals and 1,071
tons of oil. Greelllaml, 1881, total c[],teh, 12,721 Reals. ~'ie1dillg 201 tons of oil. Newfoundland,

1881, total catch, 139,985 seals, yieldin~ 1;797 tons Of (lil.

H At both fil:;hings, 1881, total catch, 15::,706 seals, yielding 1,998 tOllS of oil.

"At pre~ent the value of BMI oil is about .£29 per ton, while the !'Ikins average about tis. each.
Taking the 1,998 tons of l'lcaloil got this year <lot £29 per ton giveR £07,942; and the 152,706
skins at 58. each wvel'l .£38,176 lOs.; 1'0 that thfJ total value of the seal fishery for 1881 is £96,118

lOs. For 1880 it was computed at £52,38(i. Tbere is therefore an incfe,H3e for 1881 of £4:3,733 108.
0' Eleven steamers left Dundee for the Groonlaud whale fishl',fj' in 1$81; their ca.rohes were

48 whales, yielding 514 tons of oil and 24i tous of bone. Twelve steamers went to thia:6ahel'Y in

1880; their catchM were 712 whales ("'hite, 000; black, 112), yielding 1,077 tons oil antl46ltons
of bone, showing for 1881 11 decrellB6 of 664 whales and 663 tonrs oil and 21t tons of bone.

• Con:unerdaJ BeJOOriB, No. 17.
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"The present selling pril:e of whale oil i!'l £3:3 per ton an(] of bone £720 per ton, The nlue

of the 514 tons oil got in 1881, at £'{3, would be £16,602, and of 24~ tOllS of uone, at £720 per ton,
£17,820. The total v<11ue of tbe wbale fishing for 1381 i,'1 £:-U, 78.']; for 1881) it "Vus eomputed at

£62,706; there is therefore a decrease for 1881 of £27,924,

"Greenland and Newfoundland seal fishing: Total value for 1881, £96,118 lOs, Greenland

wbale fishing: Total valuC1 for 1881, £34,782. Total value of both fisltiugi' for 1881, £130,!)110 lOs,

(From this Rum the heavy expenses of the sealing aud wbaling' fl('et lllU\;t he deducted.) 1'otal
value of both fishings for 1880 was computed at £115,091; ae.eordingly tlJere if:! an illcrN18C for 1881

of 15,809, which i8 attributable mainly to th(~ sllccess of the Nm~fot1l1dlalldIleal fi",hery tlJil:! year.

"From the figures I havfl given it will be ['wen that the Grcenland seal auu whnle fishings for
18tH have proved a failure, due, it is ",aid, to the terrible severe weather that has prentiled in

Grc~e1and this season. Dundee is the headquarters of this industry in this couutr;y, and lias

fourteen excellent Rcrew steamers, whose total tounage is 6,900, a,nd nominal horse-power 1,008,
engaged in the fishing. In addition to this there wa.<l another vel'lsel (steamer) of ~WG tOllS, but she

was lost this season in Davis Strait, but the crew were all saved and distributed amongst the

otber Dundee ships, which brought them home. All accounts COllcnr in reprl:senting the weather

experienced in Greenland this year as being exceptionally stormy, for weeks gale succeedi!lg

gall~, blowing the v{'s~eI8 in upon a body of hea'T ice, and 80llle of them hav{: tbereb:r been more
injured t.han usual this year. However, there haH been no 10:;8 of life except from natural call!;CS.

Seventy to eighty men go to make up a Greenland Bealer',; crew, and one hUlldrcd aod twenty to
one handrell and flfty tliat of a Newfolludland sealer, and fifty for a Greenland wilaler. From

forty to fifty men accompany the vessels from Dundee; others are got in Shet.Iantlllnd at Saint

John's, Newfoundland. These men are paid in wages about £21'1'1' month and an allowanoo of 80

much per ton as may be fixed upon for oilmone:r; 80 tll1tt if the YOJ'agl' does not turn out well,
as is the case of the Greenland seal and wba.le fH,hing thi8 .W:tr, the wen atld t11('ir families are

badly off during the winter. Only two 'Vessels will return an:lthhlg to their crew;; in the suape of

oil mOlley this :YTear. Formerly all the seal-skins that came t.o Dundee had to go to London to be

cured or tanned. One large firm engaged in the seal·fishing business here haR been /'I'ecting com

modious and improved premises for carrying on the tanning pro(~ess themselves, and they havf' <In

immense stOck of skins of their own to commence operations upon. This is a. llew industry auut'd

W Dundee. A matter of interest ill connection with the whale fishing bas been di8cussed this

,Year, viz, the use of steam for propelling the vessels while in the fishing grollnds. The noise of
the propeller 8CIY"ea the fish within a distance of a few miles, and a master of a, 8lIip, by ill~judged

eagerness to approach a whale:may deprive a whole fillet of;t rich ha,rvest from the object of their

%lJImon pursuit. An agreement between the captains of the Dunde.e shipsl regulating the nse

of steam to meet the necessities of the case, was drawn out and subscribed by them, and was,

it appears, fairly adhered to this year. The following is It complete detailed comparatit'c statement
MOwing the value of the seal and whale t1.shings to the community of Dundee for twelve yeara,
and the yearly avera.ge value of same:
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The distribution of the bow·head whale in these regions and the movements of the Scotch
whalers is discussed as follows by :Mr, R. Brown:

U Whales appear on the coast of Danish Greenland Mrly in May, bnt are not nearly 90 plentiful
as formerly, wIlen tbe"1>avh. Strait whaler generally pursued his ·business on this {lOl'tiou of the
coast; but they are now so few that they are generally gouo north before the arrival of those ships

which have first proceeded to the Spitzbergen scaling. It is mrely found on the Greenland OOai"t
south of 650 or north of 73°; indeed I have only beard of one instance in which it hils been seen
as far north as tbEl Duck Island near the entrance of Melville Bay, and even for a, considerable
distanCt! south of that it can only be looked upon as an 0tJ(~asiona18tragl;ler. However, af'tercross·
ing to the western shores of Davis Strait,. it occasionally wanders a.s far north as the upper reaches

of Baffin's Bay, The great body,bowever, leave the coast of Greenland in June, crotlSing by the
j middle ice,' in the latitude of Svarte nuk (Black Hook), in about latitude 71°301 N. The 'Whaler
presses with all sPeed north through Melville Bas to the upper waters of Baffin's Ba.y, and·QCt08S
to the vicinity of Lancaster Sound. If there is land.ice ill Baffin's Bay at the time th.ey 3rrive

(about tbe end of July), there are generaJ1y some whalea up that. sound and Barrow's Inleti-. bat
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they accumulate in greatest numbers in the neighborhood of Pond1to! Bay, and even np Eclipse

Sound, the continuation of the so-called Poud's Bay, which is in reality all extensive unexplored
sound opening away into the iutricacit's of the Arctic Archipela.go. The whales continue'rull·
ning' bere until the end of JUllC, and remain until about tht; elld of AugW5t or the heginning of

September. The whalers thiuk if they uan reach Pond's Ba,,\" tw the beginning of August tbe~' are

!lure for a 'full' ship. The whales now commence going south, and the whalers continue to pursue

them on their lIoustral migration, balting for that purpose in Home Buy, Scott's Inlet, Ulyde Hiver,
aud the vi('.lnity. As the seaJ":ton gets more tpmpestuous and the night8 darker, most of them
towards the end of September, to avoid the iceberg!' dashing abont in thilJ region at that time of

the year, anchor in a Bnug oove, or cui de sac, l.ring off an extensive unexplored sound, not laid
down on any map, in the vicinity of Cape Hooper; others go into a place known by the eupholliolls

Damc of 'Hangman's Cove' ;. wbilst others go south t.o Kemisoak (Hogart!I'fS Sound of Penny),
Northumberland Inlet., or other places in the vicinity of Cumlw,rlaud Suuud aud the I\{eta Incog

nita of Frobisher-localities intimately known to many of tbelle hardy seamen, but by llame ollly
to geographers. Whilst the good ship lies secure in these Ullsurve;yed and unauthorized harbors

(each master mariner according to his predilection), the boats go outside to watch for whales. If

they succeed in eapturinK one, frequently, if possible, the vessel goes out amI assists in securing
it. Though they are supposed to return to the ship every night, yet at this time the men are often
subjected to great hardship and danger. This is known 8S the 'autUlllu' or 'fall fishillg,' and

this method of pursuing it as ' rock.nosing.'

• • • • • • •
"Where the whale goes in the winter is still unknown. It is said t,hat it leaves Davis Strait

about the month of November, an<I produces young in the Saint Lawrence Hi"er, between Quebec
and Camaroa., returning again in the spring toDavis Strait. At all ('lYents early in the year they

are found on the coast of Labradof1 where the English whalers occasionally attack them; but the

ships arrive generally too lure, and the weather at that season is too tempe&tuou!l io render the

, southwest fishing' ver~" ~ttractive. Later in the year the ships enter Cumb~rlandSound in great

numbers; and many of them (especially American and Peterhpad vessels) nOw mak(! a regular
practice of wintering there in order to attack the whales in eltrly spring. It is said that <'arly in

September they enter Oumberland (Hogarth'/;) Sound in great numbers and remain until it is com·

pletely frozen up, which, according to Eskimo account, is not uutil the month of .January. It is

also affirmed by the natives that whell they undertake long journeys over the ice itl spring, when
bunting for young sea.ls1 they see whaJes in great numbers at the edge of the il!tdloo. They enter

the sound again in the 5pring and remain until the heat of the summer has l'nnrel,)' melted off the
land-floes in theRe comparatively southern latitudes. It thus appears that they winter (allli produce

their young) all a.long the broken water olf the coast of the southern portions of Davis Strait,

HUdson Strait~ Bnd Labrador. The ice remaining longer on the western than on the eastern

shore of Da.m Strait, and thus impt>..ding their nortbern progress, they cross to the Greenland coast;
but M at that season there is little land-ice south of 65 degrees, thes arc rarely found south of that
latitude. They then remain here until the la.nd·floes have broken up. when they cross to the western

shores of the !strait, wll&'e we find them in July. I am strongly of belief that the whales of the

Spitzbergen Sea nevet, as a body, visit Davis Strait, but winter Ilomewhere in the open water at
the southern edge of the northern ice-fields. ThewhtIJea are being gradually driven farther north

~d are noWra.rely found, even by their traces, so far south as the Island of Jan-Ma~·en (71 degreua
DorthlatUude),.roundwhichthey were 80 numerous in the palmy days of the Dutch whaling trade.- . . -
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Ir,m not qnite sure, after all that has been sai(l on this subject, that the whale is getting t'xtinct,
and am beginning to entertain convictions that its supposed SNl.rcit.y in recent times is It great deal

owiug: ttl its escaping to remot!'. If'S'" known, amI less visited )ocaliticl'i. It is said to be coming
back again to the coast of Greenland, now tbat the hot pur8Uit of it has lo1hwkcnpd in that portion

of Davis Strait. The varying success of the trade is owing not Sf) lUnch to tbe want of wbales as

to the illluek of the ves8~ls in corning a.cross their hl1Unt.". Every now amI aga,in cargoes eqoal to

an;ything that was obtained in Hie best day,:; of thl'trade arc obtained. Only seven years ago I
t~ame lwnw to England (If',hipmatN'I,' 3,1; the l~h,.aBe gl}(l~), with no 1\'\'->I than thirtJ' 'right whales,'"in

addition to a mi!':eclJaneons lllewl/-:cI'ie of Arctic animal s, dead and alive, amI a motley human erew
a company so outre tlJat I qlll'stiOiI if ever naturalist, or eVen whaler, sailed with tht' like before."·

In lR77 tile Sentell wbaling and Ilealiug t'esf;cls began t.he capture of tho bottle-nose wha,le

(l-lJfPcroodun rostratus); iiI 187R this fll:.'et killed 9; in 1879, 8 j in 1880. 32; in 1881, 111, and in
1HS:J, 40:1. TlJesc wha,les llre found in Davis Strait and adjacent wat-ers ann eastward of Green·
land from Capt~ Farewdl to Iceland, JaIl·May-en, fl·ud Bear Island, and as far north a!'l senDty
seven degrees north latituue. rnll:~Y aflC'. about ~m teet long, and yield an excellent quaUt.yof oil.t

RDSSIA A.ND RUSSIAN AUrnRICA.

In a pamphlet hy Dr. Grimm on Rusflian fisheries the whale fisheries of that country are
thus discuI:lscd: "The beluga or white wbalfl (Delplt'inoptuuJl lencall) is from 14 to 20 fl:'et long.

Beluga fi"hiug is t'arrif'd Oil in tile ,"Vbite Sea) wllere the iJelulla liver; all the ;year round; also
in the gulfs of the N. Dvina. Ont'ga, Kondololl Rnd Mezen i in the Arctic Ocean it is fouod to the

east of the 1Vhite Sea, near the mouth Qf the Petchora, along the Timan coast, chiefly near the
river Pioslla; Ilcar NO\Tfl, ZemUla, at the mouth of the Obi, and farther on. In chasing fish, it goes

\'er;-.: high nIl the ri,ers, for insbllwe, up tbeOb,i. It is caught in IwtS, with which it is surrounded,
drawn to a shallow place and killed in what· is ca.)Jed the d"or, Of ;rnrd; from foUl" to Six boats
take part in the work. The quantity of oil got from tbe beluga. ig various. Sometimes a herd of

lal'ge auim a18 have been killed, ea.cb of wIJ ieh ~'it'Idet1 about 12 poods [4cj.2 pou nds] of' bInhher, and
Ht other timl's onll me.ets beIuRiH~ that ;vield only some 4. to;; ptmf1s [144 to lS0 poull(ll']. The
llxact Dum bel' of hdt1ga. caug1Jt- in a yea.r if' not known, us ill the statistics of the fil'heriet:l tbe
lwluga is cla,f;sed witlt a.ll the walrus, fwals, wimles, &e. The dolphin (Delphinus delphiil and D.

plwcqma) is found in considf.rable JJIlmbcl's in the Black St'U, From this sea, in cl13sing fish, it

~llter8 the various gulfs and bays and hito the Sea of Azof. T!l~'\ Turks come into the Black Sea

flner the dolphin, chiefly Vhlitiug Pil::\ch{Jonua. OUf fi.,hcrmcn sometimes catch it, but gencl'ully
content themselves witb a stray dolphin that may gt'\t in among the fish. DelphinWl phoerena is

sometimes met with in the Baltic, anu even hilS come np as fill' a~ Oronstadt, but very rarely.

"Then' are four kinds of wlulles in the Arctic OCf>all: l1f('[1aptcra boops, Ba.lceMprera· laticeps,

Blllanopte:ra. mvsculWJ, tmd B. Rihbo.1AU. The last is the oue that 'lruah'rs dliellr kill, thet first tbTl"'fl
being killeu nov, and then. Notwithstauding tile effort!,\ of tile UUiiRiuu Goverllmeut to increastl
whaling, it is Rtill in 3 very primitive condition here. Tbe Laps iUlll PomofN, it is true, us6wbaJe
blubber, but it is procnred from the ('AltcasHes of whales that are often drive.n RHhore. Tbli'j' nevel

kiII whales, owing, perhaps, to the false idea that the whale drives the moYM (Mallotusarc;tiCK,)

to the shore, and that therefore whales are useful to the fisheries, and that they ought not to be

• NOt68 on tbe History and fhlographiclIol Retations of tbn Cetacea. frequenting Davis Stra.it /IdId BlIoftln'. B/l.y. B1
:Robert. Drown, F. R. G. S. Proo. Lc>ndon Zoo}og. Soc., 186s. ..

tFor II. fnll dillOnyion of thill &htJry -. pa.pere by Mr. Thoma<il Southwell in 1.ou(lol;\ 7.ooJ.ogist, and toT~
tiOtle of Norfolk. and Norwioh NlIotaraliata' Sooi6ty, yoL iii. In 1883 Mr. Southwell reporta the 800kh i18herT ufa1l8D
oil In oo~uenoe of the Ilamber of email NorwegiaD.·vBlllB1s attraoW to thisDdW 1hherr.
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ext.ermina.t.ed. However, from one hundl"..\d and fifty to two hundred whales a year are killed on

the l\IoUI'lllaU coast by Norw{,gian wl.Jak1'<:1, who have their oil-workl; in Finmarken. How profit·

[l,hle ""baling' is will be seen from the fact that all tlJ(:~ (~Xpell$e8 of the tradt1 are cOV(1red by the
slde of the sl'c(lIl(la,l'y produd:;;, such al; whalebone. &l;., allll that the oil, of whicll each wlJa1e

yields SOllll; 1,000 roubles' [$750J ,,"o1'th [limn 3(>,000 to 7:.!,OOO IHltlllds of hlubber], forms the clear
profit of the whaler. At pre:;;eut ther\~ is it eompaIl,y with a ctlllsiuerahle capital being I;tarted ill
St. I~etersburg, which intendl:i next ;year to start whaliug along the :Moufml<ll coa8t.

" 'Ve have no iuformation as to the num lwr of whales in the castenl part of the Arctic and in
tlJl\ ,Dering Straits. Puttiug a~ide tlle products got by the inhabitant8 of the Arctic coast, which.
at Ully rate, il> of SOllie conl;equence, aud only counting the products of regular whaling and !'leal
JiSlJiIlg, we remat'k the very l\xt,ra{lrdinary fact that the wide-spreading ..!I..rdic Ocean, with it,;

nJ;l,Il~· gulli>, and the ~·hite Sea. yidd a great deal It's:;; thl1u the RUlaller Caspian doe:;; by nothing
but it~ seals. As tlwrp are more animals (e\'tlu seals) tlnw in th" CaspiuII, illit> call oul", hc aecounteu
tor b,)-' t1J8 thorough way in which the lmsiuess is earriell Oll in the Caspiall, wht,I'(' ir io< aiueu by

illl tural condition B, b Jo' the com pamti \'e ('usc of Killin g seah;, alld by the plTl:iClI C\.'1 of eapital <Lull

enterprise. In the north, on tbe contrary, the danger and difticnlty of t1le t.rade, awl tlwal!sencc

of a population, counteract t1lc possilJilit:r of its .yielding as great a Ijnantity of useful produds a~

it might well do witbout destl'Oying the natura,l abulldanct'.

"Ill cOllseqllenee of this, oue cannot help wishing thllt, whalillg, &c., would inere<lsc in the
north, and that more care would he talH'n ill seal fishing in t.lw Cal>pian, whl:'re seah; rna.y go eom~

pletely exterminated in a considerably 8lJOrt time. \Ve may remurl, that as man.'! yery "tllnable

animals, for example, the Greenland whale, Kamtchadal ottt.w, &e" are gradually dying ont, and

am i tl danger of the fate of their cousin, the sea. cow (Rhytina 8tellf,,'r i), and as it, is 11 ext to im possible
for OIle state to prevent it, it is ver.r desirable that a committee should be forilled for the working

out of a set of rules for hunting, trapping, &c., whieh would be biuding on all countries."·
RUSSIAN WHALING AT ALASKA AND 'filE OKHO'l'SK SEA.-In discui'sing the condition of the

territor,)' of Alaska prior to it,1S cessiou to the United States, Mr. Potroff sass of the whale fisher~':

"The American Whalers frequenting the Bering Sea previous to enteriug" the Al'ctic through
Bering Strait had frequently been the objeet of complaint to the Rusio\ian GOt'ernmenl by the

Russian·American COJllpnuy. It was claimed tlJat these wbalers made a practkc of lauding on

the Aleutian Ialands to trs ont hlubber, and that the off.msive ,.,.moke and gteneh rlJlmlting from

this operation had the effect of driving awa~' the preciotll'l 8M otter from tlJf', coast. In 1842 Chief

Manager Etholin reportl?,(J. that in his tour of ius[leetion throughollt the COIOlJ1{':; ]H,I had f'lleoun·
tel'(>,d several American whalers close inland, but that they rtlfused to auswer bi" questions 01' to

obe,)-' his orders to leave the Hussian waters, Some of the whaler;; le!1rIwd that in 18·11 fifty ships

fl'om New Bedford and Boston had been in the vicinity, and that they had suecet'dctl ill capturing

ti'om ten to fifteen whales each. }l'rom 1842 these complaillt~concet:uing the whalers were renewed

e"ery ;year, and during Tebcnkof's administration he proposed to the compan;\' to go into the whal·
ing bUtUneRs in the water!:> of Bering Sea and the North Pacific as the be,st me-dnl'> of keeping out
foreigners. His plan was to hunt Whales in boats from the harbors of Aleutian Islands, and to

engage at tirst a numb('lI' of America.n harpooners and steersmen'until the .Aleutians had been 10m£.
flciently trained to do tire work. .

" Under the terms of the treaty-with Engiand and A merica no yessel of eit,her of those two
nat-iotl/5 Was allowed. to hunt or :fIsb within 3 marine leagues of the shore; but as there was no

a~edGovernment -craft in the oolonies thepro~·ision8of the treat,)' were totally disft'gllrded b:r the

• Dr. O. G1WQI: ]'i&hini. and Hunting on RnMaD. W&tera; St. PeklreblUg, 1883.
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whalers, until at. last. the company proposed to the Imperial Q()veI'1lment that if a cruiser were Bent

out from Hllssia to guarrl the eolollial coast a.gainst intruders the CJmnllfl.ny would bear the expenses
of such a yesse!. TLe Emperor agr(>eu to the IJI'OpoRal, and gav£; orders to the naval anthorities to
prepare cfltimates lti; to eost and expenditure. In reIlly a report 'Was received stating that the suni
of 270,000 rubles wail required to fit out Hte sLip for the crnhw; and 85,000 rullies annually for its
maintenance. This sum the company found itself Iwahle to pay and the project fell through. At

last" in 18;;0, the con'ette Oliyitza was ordered to the Sell, of Okhotsk, and did some scrvice in
keeping foreign whalers out of tlJat sea and IJr(~!lkjng up tbdr pl<ilJdpal statiou near tbf.! Shauta
Islands. In the meat) time TpheIJkof's suggestiollR conccruing tL.e fostering of nUSsiall wbaling
interests in the PlVlific ball bome some fruit i a few of tIJP. shareholders of the Russian-American

Compan.';', together" With SOllie !-lhip·owuerf: in Fillluml, concluded to fit out whaling ships in Fin·

land or at, Crom;tadt alld Rend them around inw the waters of ]3~ring Sea a.nd the Arctic beyond

the straits.
" A capital of 100,000 ruhle8 was quickl.';' cont.ributed, and active operations began as early

as 1849. B;y order of the Emperor a sum of 20,000 rubles was apl;Jropriated from the special fund

of tile province of Fil\lanrl to aid in the COIlstructioll of the first whaling ship, and a 811m of 10,000
rnbles to be paid the 1::00npany for the construction of each succeeding ship of the same class. The

oompanyalso obtained the privilege of importing, free of duty, all the material necessary for build,
ing and fitting out the first twelve !;hips and t.o carrJ" OIl the business without payment of duties

for a pflriod of twdVI:' yearR. 'flu." narne of tb is branch com pan y W-as 'The Russian·:Finland Whal

ing Compauy,' lmd it~ charter was approvetl on the 13th of December, 1850.

"'fhe first ship, the Suomi, of 500 tous, was built in the port of Abo, FinI:md, in tbe year
1R51. TIl(' command of the vesRel was intruflted to a German captain, Hagshagen, and a crew
of thirty.six lllell was engaged, which oonsisted prineipally of foreigners, among th£lli three steel"fl
men, threc harpoonel's, and three coopers. The whale· boats had been imported from New Boo·
ford. Tlw CIuige of the SuomI in the Okhotsk Sea in the year 1852-'53 waf! ver;y successful, the

catch being 1,500 barrel" of oil and 21,40<) pounds 1)1' whalebone; the cargo was sold in the Sand·
wich Islawls, realitillg 88,000 rubles; a sum tllat oovered the priM of constructing the vessel and
fittinp: it out ano left a clear profit of 13,000 rubles. UllfortllJlf\,tel..v the war with England and
]?ranM brollJ1 on t fl.UOllt t,bat time awl interfered with further operations in this Une.

" The Suomi had sailed for home before the news of the war reached the Sandwich Islands,

and eOllsequently knew nothing of the circumstances when she made the tirst pot't on the English

coast. The pilot callie off and, strange to say, warned the captain of his danger, and gave him an

oPIlortnnity to wake his escape to Bremen. The presence of French and EnglilSh crnisel'8 in the
channel made it necessary to sell the ship at Bremen for the oolllparatively small sum of 21,000
rubles.

"The second whale-ship dispatched by the Dew company was the Turko, 'Which left fur the

Okhotsk Sea in 1852, having been fitted out altogether at Abo. The captain WB8 a German by
the Dame of Scbale, and the crew CODtlisted of twenty-:flve Finlanders, many of Whom had served

OD American whaling voyages. A cargo of good8 for the Russian·American Oompany was al&o
forwarded in this ship, but by varioll6 disasters the vessel was delayed and did not arrive at

Sitka until late in ]853. Shortly before reaching port a few whal{!s were killed, 150~lB of oil
and 650 ponnds of bone being j!.OOured.-

"Early in the following spring the ahip prooooded. ro sea under command of the fil'StUlBiOO,
Sedel'blom, the cap!aln being disabled by di.sea.se. Tbe voyage 1Vasvery BtlCCe88fa1,resoJtiJ}g in
a catch of 1,700 barrels of oil and 23~OOO ponnds of whalebone. .. .
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;l During the siege by tbe Anglo-French fleet the Turko was in the harbor of Petropaalo\'sk,

but succeeded in making her escallC, dischargiIlg lJer valuable cargo at Kadiak for safe keeping,
aud lllJa.\ly reached Sitka, where Rhe remained safely uutil the cud of the war.

0' TIHJ third whale·shill disl111telJed to the North Pacific from FlnlalHl wag the Aiau; 540 toml.
She was commanded b,y a Finlander, Captain Elluerg, amI I'cached f,he sea of Okhotsk in 1854.
The catdl during the first year was 110t great, and in the Rpring of 1855 the naval commander of
Kamtchatka ordered the eaptain to bnd his cargo Ilnd to tra11sport the families of officer's and

soldiers from Petropavlovsk to the Amoar, aUtI doring this ,'oyage the ship Wfl,S eapturOO by

an BugIisb frigate and hl1rn~d. At the end of the war the wbaling CQIl.lpany di8con,red that,
though no actual 108s bad beell iDcllrred~ the profits of the husiness were not what they liad

expected, and the suhsl"queut operatious do not seem to hav(~ been pushed with energJ' or .igor.
".A few more ships were fitted out, but as soon as they returned with their cargoes of oil and

bono they were sold for what,ever price they would bring. It was IJNhaps unfortunate for the
interests of the RUl'lsian whaling industry ill the North Pacific that the company engaged in the
business was so closely connected with the Russian-American Company, which wa.s then becoming

more deeply embarra-ssed every year."·

WHALE FISHERY OF FRANCE.

" The whale fishel'J' was c.\'ltahlished in France in 1784-, by Ineans of encouragements held out
by Louis XVI, who ordered that no duty shvuld be collected on tllC articles exported, and that the

produce of the fisheries should pay no import dut.y. He guaran teed the ad"enturer8 against loss,

nTHI ultimatel.y paid, in addition to £12,000, which he adval1ced without interest, an additional

f\l1ill of £6,695, being the balance ofloss on seventeen voyages; hut llotwitllf.:tanding these encour
agement,!'!, the Whole project was abandoned in ]781. In 1816 the offer of llounties attracted new
<1dwnturers into this branch of trade. Tho premium offered by the Government was 5ll francs

(£:!) per mall, and two-tlliroa of the crews were aHowed to bc forei~ner,<J, In 1819 40 francs were

allowed to foreign vessels ha.ving a crew balf Freuch, 50 francs when tIte captain and oIle·third

of tlw crew were French, the premium to be doubled if the vesselilassed Cape Horn. In 1829 a

IlI;W orllinanoo granred 90 fra-ncs per ton on ve86els wholly equipped by Fmuchmen, 40 francs wIlen
,mly two-thirds were Frenchmen, and 30 francs if the captain WiUl 3 foreigner. The premium was

doubled if the v5sselpassed Cape Horn. A supplementa,ry premium was allowed to vessels fishing

to the southeast of the Clape of Good HOpef and the double premium was given to all WSI:le!s fish

ing at a bi~ber northern latitude than 60 degrees, and as the fishing ill scldom or never prosecuted
at a lower latitude, this premium of 180 francs per ton (£7 48.) was invariably paid. The law of
l.f!3~, which :regulates the whale fishery of 'France, established a bonnt)' of 70 frallcs per ton from

March, 1832, to Marob, 1833,if the whole crew were French; the bount,:y to he diminished 4 franca
yearly till it reached 54 francs. Ifone-third of the crew be foreigners, the bounty to be 48 frallCS
per ton, to diminish 2' francs yearly till it reached 40 francs per tOIl, A supplementary bounty to
be given of 60 frailC8 per ton if the crew be French, decreasing 3 francs per annnm per ton; and 24
franes. if Q~thirdbe foreigners, decreMling 1 franc per annum, to 00 paid tovessels doubUl\g Ca,~

Horn, or re!Whing 62 degrees of south latitude, if returning with less than balf a cargo or after an

absenoo of sb::teen monthl\l; 000 tons to be the minimum for a single wbaler.
,j With -theeeextraordinary enooQragements capita,l WfI.S attracted to this new lino of illdllBtry,

and in 1831 three vi3llI8els cleared out for the Groonland whale fulhery and thirteen for the South---- .

o •RePOJ:t -on the -Popm..tion, lDdaetrill!J, an(1 Re!lOul'eetl of Ala.Iika, by Ivan PetroW, ~pecial agellt U. 8, Cell8118
m~'ll, 'tVuihingioll. 1t'lM. _-_-
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Sea, fishery, which emplo;vcd 6,412 tous of shipping and were manned by five hundred and fifty

0110 mono Notwitbstalilling' all the bounti!\s gi\'811 to the whale fisheQ', France bas vcry few ves·

sels engagel.! ill it. There were only SC\'Cllreen ships iu the trade in 1840, and SCVl;',n only re-entered

Bronch l)01't". Thew were but five, vessels left Havr~ in 1053, oCa tonuago of .2,045 tODS, and with

a, crew of Olltl hundrt'd and twent,y-se,en men. Thl,l return of the products was 112,485 kilograms

of tue whale, 1,,')::)9 of the cachalot, and 81,712 kiloh'TamS of the whalebolle.

"It was estimated by the minilSter of cummerce, in his report 011 this tmbject to the Chamber

of Depaties more than twenty ,years ago, tlJat the five hundred amI fift~' seamen employed in the
wbale tblwry do not cost toLe state le;';8 than I,OUO,OuO francs, at the ra.te of £72 128. per mau, or
£- a month. The wages granted hy the hudget to seamt;ll employed in ship<l of war amounted

to £1 per mOHtL, so tlmt the allowance to the seamen emllloyed in tlH~ Grccnland fishery ill six

tiw('s the ordimtr.y ttllowallce of seamen ill the public service. It is remarkable tLat France was
granting these extravagant allowances for the eucouragement of the whale fi:;h(!ry exactly at the
time that Great Britain waK Withdrawing tlIe bounties by which she L,td formerly endeavored to
lll'lluwte this IJralldl of trade as a nursery for seamen. Yet in 1830 the number of vesscls that
cleared out [or the f1s1tery ill I~llglalld was oue hundred and twellt,,r-tbree1 consisting of 40,166 tons,

navigated hy fixe thousaml and forty"four settUIllll 1 heing tlms about eiglIt times the quantity of

tmlllage employed by France. The GoverIlllwllt of LOllis Philippe, alarmed at the large outlay in

bouuty: elil1l1.1\'OI't,d to le"seu it and to rf!;llder it transitory aud temIlorary only. M. d'Argout,

the millibter of cowmerce, iImistt1d that those boulltieb exhaubted the reSOlli'(leS of the state, and

decreasing bOl1lities were aftel' a period adopted, bnt :M, Cunin Gridaine, wilo was milii~ter of com

merce, relapsed into t1.le old error b~T introducing >;upplementalllouuties. 'rIte provisional govern

ment of 18t8 by one decree arg-umented the bounties1 and by a secol:ld extended the term of the
law to Deeember 311 1851. On the 22d of Jul}'l 18511 the National Assembly voted for the con

tinuallCe of the bOunties to lSGl."·

AUS'l'RALlA, TASMANIA, .AND Nl!:W ZEALAND.

Shore whaling has been practiced to a.1imitcd cxwnt on the south and west coast of Australia,

under the dirudion of Americaml who had left their ,essell; while cl'Ilisillg in that vicinity. One

of these whalillg stations was at Vm,se1in Geogrilphe BaY1 on the soutllwest coast of the island,
and another was at Bunby, @ffiO 30 miles fa.fther north. "At certain seasons of the year the

right and humpback whales resort to various bays on this coast for the purpose of producing tbeir

youug'. A lookout, is sta,tioned on an eminence ashore, and several boats' crew);! being near at

hand, at the appearance of a whale the alarm is given and they start in pursuit. At times their
work i:s very eas,)', but if the whale should ruu out to S03, a.fter being struck, they are obliged to
tow him to the 8hf~an., and freql1eutl~, a dar and night artl Iloul;umed ill this arduous employment.

If the whale is attended by a calf tLcy al ways fasten to the latter first1 knowing that the mother,

in her solicitude for her oft:";pring, is very careful not to usc her tremendous fiuk~s, or, if a hump

back, her sweeping tillS; but woe betide the boat, unless an experiellced bo"lt~header direCts it,
that is in the vicinity when she disco\"ers that hcr calf is dead. She then remains close to the

lifeless body, striking right and left with flukes and fins to avenge her 10000s, and, as the slight:eat

tap from these formidable weapous would cause destruction, it requires all the boot-header's

!ldroitn~8 to avoid them. The ofticeM, boat-steerers, and, if they can by any meaulil beprooured,
two-thirdEl of the crews are .American;;. We have a world, wide reputation for skill in this pursuit."t

It Ency. Hritlloonicllo, vol, x, p. 266. l'ranoa has had no fleet 81000 IB66.
f W. B. WHlTBOAR,jr.,: l"OIU' years aboard tho Whale Ship: Phjl., 1I:l13O, p. 91.
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Deotmtllal relur,. blO4Willg tiw "u",ber, lomwflo, a,,,l <lrew~ of la~ma;lia" ~"';8"~ cII!lQ-gtxi il' tlte wha,leji8hmei!" auo the ;'U1II

bel' and tm~tiage ()J ltud, ~'e"i!ei~ ""ter.J in_ward" a",( tI,e '[""JltHy '-'f oil, ~"(.'" which tlleg bro"yht ;;,to 1/01'1.
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The whale lIsheries of :Nt1'" Zeuhmd are discussed as f()lloWI> iu a report to the Department of

State b~' U. S. Consul G. V\T. Griffin, dated Aucklalld~ New Zealand, Mas 16~ 1881 :
., Tile presenoo of a tleet of American whaliug v~;.;sels froUl Xew Bedford, l\laslS., DOW in the

wl~terl:! of Xew Zealand, has dircctoo m.". attention ttl thtl condition of the whale fi~eriC$.,f thil:!

colony. Tho principal ports of New Zealand for whaling vel>sds are RUllsell Rod Maugollui.

There appears to be no jUMt rtm80n why the:;e portM should he prl'feIT('U to others of Ow coJony~

llulei>s it is tlIat RUl:lsell and Mangonui are 8 IIIall places and do lIOt offer as great imlucements for
tlw men tu desert their !!hips Ill!; the larger cities~ and that it is always difticult to supply the loss

of trainljd IUen for whaling purpose:,;.
"The whale fillheric8 of New Zealalld l like tbo"e elsewhere~ haNe dedined rapidly during the

l~t thirty yeari:>, but they now appear to be rall.ying again. Tile Ctl.Ul;e of tileil' decline has doubt

legs betlll the 8ubstltutioll of other lllawrial for wl1alebonc and t1le dil>oover~' of ker08cne and
other lubricating oils which have taken the ph~Cl~ of wbale and sperm oil. A large number of
whaling stations were e"tablishetl along the cou/>t of New Zealand as far h'lcl:. as 1825. The indu/>

troY haa been a very lucrative one. lrew ships that ventured to tho"e ahote8 were uD8ucces8fui in
obtaining full cargoes of oil and bone.

0, 1 find that tb e industry was mOlit snccessfully pursued by what WlUi known all 'Ilhore parti4~.,'

Who located themselves at eligible pointll all round the coast of the itllandB. Tbe method of C1\.tch
iug whale.s by shore partiel'l was first started in New Zealand by 80me of f,he rough white adven

turers from the AUI:3traJian colouies, who bad for m~nr_ ;year8-pl'cviou81,}' pnnmed the arduous life
of catching seals in boats and small crMts along tbe coasts of the Middlfl bland and ]j'oveaux

Strait. They were encouraged to engage in the pursuit of the wba.le and to form estahlishment"
for that purpose on the shores of Oook Strllit" UI)Oll hearing of the SUCOOll/(l of tb&le sborefish.
lJries the people establisbed whaling ,stations at \Veilingtou. Some alISO were started at variom;

Pointe: on the west coast of the North lliland, near ~ew Plymouth, and a large Dumber at various

plaoos on thc6ll6t coast of the North aland, between Cape Palliser and Ea.st Cape.

" These ata,tioDB were fitted out for the capture, chiefly, of the black or 'right' whale (Balama
untipodum), which approached the sbOres of New Zealand in large numbers duriJl~ the calving

~eason, from May to~oor, incluBive. Very frequentlytlJe sperm Whale, the bumpback,.tbe pike-
eaded, and oth&'iSpeele$ ee.me 'M{\1'- enough alw to be eaptured by the lihore parties. The

litauODB ""ere ge.-.l~raI1Y eetabH13hednear B projecting headland, close to which thCN Wll8 deep
--~ VfVOL~1J-'.--14 -

,
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water, and where, fIOJll t.brdoftJ" 8Ilmmit, of the headland, }\ g\>ffil yh~w oould be had of the ofIing
and of any whale~ which might chance to sport there. 'J'lw advautagf'f; rendered the site an eligi

ble onc. '.l'lll,; t<e,aSIlU t\.)l' which tbe men flugaged tllcffi!lelve" began with the month Gf Mayaud

lMted ulltiJ the be,crinI1iug of Odober, 8xtmllJi1Jg througlJ a periOlI of fi\'t~ mOlltlm, which in New
Zealand illdudes the willter I::\ca.son. During these months the cow whales resort to the coast w:.th

their young calveR,

"It rcquin'u a largtJ sum of moue.r to equip a whaling station. A pair "f suears, sllch as arc
used for taking out or putting in tb...) \l\a~t\> of BhipB, had to be erected in ordel' to rail,;e the humens('
carcUI::lSC" auow>, water, so that, they cunlu. be tn-.'re conveuient,(r and expeditioUl:l1y cut up. It Was
a11>0 UeC€HSltry to lJuilu I tr:,," -workH/ as they were c,alled, b(~illg fUl'llUCC8 for rne1(.iug the blahOe1'.

StoreltCtllSC!; were erected and well supJllied with spirit,. cord, and eitllVaS. TlJree or fOllr -well·

built and well-found boats l:oIllpleteu tlw outfit. All these t'sttth1ishments seem to bave been
conducted OIl the same 8~'<;teJli. The men eIllplo;yet1 ill tbl': ~tive pavt I)f the wOlk received a certain

per cent. of the oll }lrolmJ'ed, anJ t,he l'tImajllder w<1l:l th(\ s.hare of the Ulerchant at w hoae e:xpellse

the, '$tatim\ had b~A'.ll fitted uV, and who had al!>o the advantage of takillg' the oil at niH own valu

ation, which vet)' generally was largely in hit; favor. In looking over t10lUe old records kept al,

one of the stations near the Eust Cape I find that in Oll(J ~'ear forts·one whales ,",'ere caught1 which

yielded 145 tons of oil and ld- tonI' of bone. I hllw beeu iuformed by old whale..., bere that all

much as 14 tons of oil had been obtained from <;u\:"whal(!.. A. hI'l}€ding Ww aud calf product) about

1 cwt. of bone to 1 ton of oil, but a small fa,t whale a much le"l8 proportion.

I'Th~ t1ourialJ.iug condition oftbe fisheries attracted Ve:>sels ii'om all pa.rts ofthe world. In 1843
as many as twenty whaling vesse.ls were seen at one time in the harbor of (tago, Middle Island.
At a later period Rusooll, Bay of lslauds, became the favorite resort of the whalers. The fisheries.
however, began to decline rapidly, notwithstanding the employment of au increased number of
boats and men. The places which were once the favorite haunt.s of whales soon oocllme elltirelj'
deserted by tllem. trl:w, countr~r a.t that timo was without a repre8entative form of government,
and no law!! wetc enacted to prot(ld the fisheries. The whalell frequtllting the wast of New !liM
land were soon extirpated or tlrivev off to otller regions. The;r were attaeked by the shore pa-rUes

the moment they reached the coast, when tb(ly had gNlerally by tbeir side a calf too young til

support itself without being suckled b,Y tb~ mothtjr, aud which p(Jrisbed as lilt natural consequenc(~

of her loss. Bad an aet !>eGli pW:ll'!ed making it uulawftll to kilt the whale until a 1110001' period ill
th~ season, many of the t:l!i.lves would have been spful:Jd to return the follOWing year.

"In 1808 the legislative assembly of New Zeahmd1 with a view of improving the condition
of the wha)1:J fisheriUlJ, pal>sOO all act, which iioJ 8tiU in force , requiring the proprietors of whaling
stationa to give valid B6Curity on future produce of oil and bone. Tbete had been very gelleral

complaint amODg the whaler!> that the merchants would _not advance tnoney or goodlil withQ\lt legal

.8OOurit.r. The act enabled the mercbant to recein a mortgage on the oil and bone which the ptO

prietom of the wbaling' i>~ti(t.D8Dligbt obtaiJJ dll.ting the i!D.liUing BeaSOD. The mortg&ge must be

in duplicate, and recorded, 80 that no subsequent ~ale by the whaler can affect the seCurity. If
the ",haler ahonld refuse to deliver the oil and bone speeified. the1'ein the owner of the security call

take po&Icssion of l,he 8ame.

"This aeeurity is made transferable by deed, and by indorsewcut, and every transferee bas
the same right, title, and interest as l.he p13rSOll ill who!ile nalue such security was originally taken,
The security can o.lso 00 canooled b;r the tegistrar at any time at the request of the owner, '. The

R~t further provides that if fraad should be practieed on the l)'Wn~ he call soov6doU~Jei the

amoullt of th(~ consideration na.med in themortpge. and every one found aidiD.g or~ttiJIg·l3OclI

bath shall be iiood double the amount of tile ooDl'lideratiQD.
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"The proprietor of one of the whaling stations on the North bland has described to me the

method of carohing the whale b;y the shore parties. The wen arc enrolled under three classes,
viz, headsman, boat st~erer, and common man. The beadsman jo; the "ommauder oftl.le hoat., and
his POl:lt is at the helm, except during tbe time of kilJing the whale, which honor also fallB to his
lut. The boat·gteerer puns the oar nearest to the bow, alwu,;\'s steering undl'r the direction of the

headsman, and fastens the harpoon to the whale. The l.wadsman tIlen ki1I8 the whale. The com

mon meu have nothiug to do but to I\ly their oari; accQrding; to orders., (~xc-ept oue ~Ued the tub·
oarsman, who sits nca,r the tub containing the whalo line, and sec" that no entanglement takes place.

" The wages nre the llharcfl of the profits of the fishery, apportioned. to the rueD accordillg to

ibeir rank. The headsman gets more than the boat-steerer, ,wd the boat-steerer more than the

cownlOll man. The leader of the party commanding the boat is called the chief headsman. A

tCrtaiIl code of etiquette or laws exists among the whalers. This code hm; been handed down
by tr-adition, and is in all ca.sos faithfull.y adhered tQ. It regnlaws and -settIes the \'.f.lrious claims

ttl the whale. Each station bas its own laws and customs. It is a fundamental rule, however,
amolLg all of them that he who once made fast has the rigb t to the whale even should be be obliged

t,l Cllt hi~ line, provided hi!!> ha.rpoon still relllalm> in the whale. Eaoh lH\11Joon hal> its \JWllef'S

private mark, and there can be no dispute about the ownership of tbe weapon. The boat mak·
iug' fast, to tl.te calf has a right to the cow, because it is well known that the cow will not desert
her ,young. A boat demanding ltssilltancc from (l rival part:,' must sha.re eqaally with the party

granting the Msistallce. These unwritten laws !lorc universally recognized among wbalers. A

\l-ffipute &~ld.om oOOlIn. as to the owner1'>hip of the whale. Should. BIH:h l:\ dispute aris~ it il> always.

satisfactorily settled according to t.he code"
"The whalB·boat used by the <lbom l)fl,rties differs in size and construction from those used by

whaling vessels, 'rho former is clinker Sha.Pl,d, sharp at, both BIds, and is higher out of witter at

tlltl bow aud stern than it is amidships. It is usually about 30 feet long aud narrow in width, and

eSilecially adapted for riding on the surf, A platform is erected at the stern, reaching forward

about 6 feet, even with the gunwales. To this is attached a. cylindrical pieee of wood used for check
jng the whale.line, and it is It eustom to cut a notch in this wood for every wbate kHll;ld by th., boat.

"A coustant lookout for whalell is kept froIll a site uear the station, and when a wbale is

slghtM three or foul' boats ~ immediately launched and proceed at racing speed, the spout of

tht: Whale, like a. small column of smoke on the horizon, indicating the direction to be taken.
When the fastest bQat reaches the wha.le, the boa.t·steerer drives the barpoon. straight into the
animal. A turn is taken around the log-gerhead to check the rapidity with which tbe line rUUB

out, and the boat flies through the water, forming ridges of foam above the Bides. The skill of

the headsman is now Shown in steering and watching the oour86 of tbe whale. Other harpoons

are thrown into the animal, Which, after diving severill times, soon becomes exhaw;ted. The
lll:ladsman then lets fiy hili lance into the spot where life is said to be. The anima-Illoon afterwards

Ilponts thick blood and i8 a sure prize. This method of catching whales is, however, not so satis

fautoryor profitable as that pursued by whaling vessel.t>, aud is principal].y practiced now by the
Maori, or native raOO.

.. The spann whale is more frequently met with in the New Zealand waters thaD aD,}' other

kind of whale-Mr. Eldridge, th"" first ofileer of the A.merican bg,rk Jaulls, informed me that during
last March be saW-forty or fifty ofthe~e whales near the East Oape. The sperm whale travels at
the rate of4 01'5 miles an hollI'. Adult females or those with yonng in their company evince a

strong d'ectioll fur each other, aud-wheu· Olle is killed or sustains injury the pllrentll or companions

h'ovetaootlt, aP-d evenrimder assistance. The whalel'8 take MVaDtllge of this tra;it and kill a.
numbetbetom.·~otber8make of[ WbetI,however, a oompanyof male whales are. found, and
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one :is attackedJ all the others desert their woundod companion. The whale will Bometimes lie with

its mouth wide open, Uioi if waiting for the • squid,' its principal articllJ of food, and will close upon it
like a. trap. Somo sa:-,- that the squid is at!l'l!cted by the peal'!j: teeth of tlw whale. Tho sperm
whale it:! known by the act of blowing, which i<l perforweu with regularity every tell minutes. The

r;pout sent up cun be seen at a distance of 3 miles, Mr. l£ldridge tells me that when one is sighted

the boat8 leave the ship!!! vers quietlj', the men lllltking as little noise ItS pOllsible with their <Yd.rll and

paddles. \Yheu struck, the whaltl generally suuuds, or descendt; to a great depth, taking out tbe
lilltl<l bdongiug to the hoat. V\Then Npent with the loss of hlood it hecome~ uIlable to sounu, but
passes rapidly along tue surface, towing after it the boats. If it does not. turn, the well draw in
the .line and dio;patch him. 'Vhcn a whale is killed, the boats are fa8tened to itll body and brought
alongside the <Ihi!). A hole is cut back of the head, a hook is imwrted, and the fat or blubber ill

cut in long, !Spiral-shaped strips and hoisted on deck. The head is then opened and t,he spermaoeti
taken out. The fat is then boiled 011 board ill the fumllJooa, the scrap!> serving as fuel. The oil
is then put in casks. It is generally tmppolled that it is wat-er which the animal propels through

it13 vents, but toInch is not the ca.se. It propels tho vapor of water, just as all animals expire their
breath, only the vapor on cowing in contact with the cold air immediately condeJJ8eS, at, fh8t in a

white cloud and afterwards in a small fine rain. The volume of ail· thrown up along with the

<lurrouuding moisture and coudelH;ed vapor often ri.se~ in a great jet. Sperm whales travel the
seas in great herds, from one hundred to three TlUudred, awl tlltJ;)' are 8llid to lWknowledge a

leader, who swims in advance and gives the /:Iignal of combat or flight bj' uttering a peculiar roar.

It can remain under water for an hour and twenty minute!O at a time; 80tnetilllCS it leaps out of

water fully 25 feet into the air a.ud shows itt'! entire bodr. The neck vertebrre of the sperm whale
are fused together. The upper !Ourface of the broad, shoe-shaped skull has a leu-ge, ba~in-like

cavit,y, whereiu the sperUlaeeti is lodg:ed.
.. The sperm whale is al<lo remarka.ble for the ambergris which is sometimes found in it,

Ambeq,rris is the most precious of all the illgredienu; used in the malJnf~tureof perfumes. It is

now very generally acknowledged to be a morbid Ilecretion of the liver of the spermaceti whale.
It jij remarka.ble that the two most pre<--ious products of the sea, amhergriH and pearl, are the
resulta of disease. Ambergris is found floating OIl the ocean aud is sometimes washed alihore. 1t

ill a litMe lighter than water and boars some !'e<lcmblance to the bark of a tree. It is described as

of a waxy ure, streaked with yellow, gray, and black, and emitting a peculia.r aromatic odor.

It fuses at 1400 and 1500 F., and at a higher temperature gives out a white smoke, wbich con·

dtlnscs in a crystalline fatty matter. It varies in size from 1. to 30 ponnds, but occasionally pieces
are found in whales weighing from ]00 to 200 pounds. Its use in the manufacture of perfumes is
not lID much on account of ita fragrance as ita peculiar propert:r of causing other ingredients to

throw out their odors. It ill compared in this respect to mordant in dyes, witbout which the color

would fail to become perma.nent. Perfumes that contain ambergris are very expensive, and those
made without it smell of aloohol. It varies in price from 812 to $<)0 per ounce.

"Among the whah'Jl! pe<:l1liar to this colony i<l the New Zealand Berm-diu. It is a specjea of

ziphoid whale. One was captured not long ago off the coast of Canterbury. It was described
by Dr. Julius Hasst as SO! feet long, of beautiful velvety 00101', with a grayish belly. The female

Berarditu gives birth to a single young one in the autumn. The;)' feed chiefly on cuttle.fisb. The

skull is most peculiar in having two crests a.t the occiput, of' wost unequal size and figut'{l, and
the cheek·bones at the roof of the beak are rail'ed inm a pair of huge elevators. The upper jaw ill
tootblet:!s, and the lower jaw hlW!l only two or three 8IDall tooth. The neck vertebrre are nDited, and,
moreover: tbe stomoob'ill remarkilble. eveD among oe~ for tbenuJIl"bet' ofcbamb8nlit.cOP-PPD8
tbenl being m or 8I:lV9Q. 4ivlldoll/l. .
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"The l'ight whale (Ba,lamn antipoduw) itl often caught ill tIle New Zeuland waters. Ju this

aniuw..l the blLl~en plat.es t,alip the place of teeth and hall):!" S1l81l('Jl(led from the roof of the mouth.
Captain Grant, of Horatio, i8 HaW to have captured a, wbale off this COaBt, Xcw Zeaiand, yicldiu,:!;

m'er 2 tom. of wbalebone. ThB baleen phltpl'o "Vary in size from a r~w luches to l~ feet 11) length.

Their chemical composition is aIIJUIlJCll, hardened by timan particle,,; of tbe pbosphate of lime. In

their natural state they are of It bluiHh black mloT, striped with whit(~. They are cDverpd with

Rmall fibers, which arc carefnlly scraped off; the plateR are tht'n bojl(ld until they are 80ft enough

to cut; the color being objectionable, tile~' are dyed black befon, being sellt to market.' The dyeing

It'i gelleraU)' uone uuring the process of boilil1g.

" In 1878, the nuwber of American whaling \'et:!sels whicb arriv(',ll at the "VllJ'iouS }lorts of 1\ew

Zt,alaud W,H, thirteen; with all aggrt"gate tonnage of 3,422. In 1879, the number was fifteen, and

the tonnage 3,792. Captain I<'i!o,herl of the AruericHn wLalill~ bark Ala.."ka, now at Hussell, Bay

of I",lauds, New Zealand, informs me that he hail cTui1'1ed off the coast, of the~e islandH for a period of

t;ix )'(>,\1,1;13, and duriug that tim\;\ he, lias ta.k1"ll ovu 7,000 lm;rrl'l.., of B1W'l'll\ oil, whl-eh lle th111k% is

above the amount takeu br an,Y other veOlscl ill the !'amc ll'llgth of time. He took home with bim on
his last vo)'age, according to the New Bedftml Republican Stum}llrd, the most vlJluable cargo of

sperm oil ever brooght to that place, which is it good deal to 83Y. hlaSillUClJ fi.R }iiI''\\' Bedford is the

largest port for wbaUng 'Vessels in the world. Cliptain Fisher writes me at HU8He!lj Ba,y of 181anos,

New Zealand, onder date of the 13th of Ma;y last, • that be will sai1tor }lew Bedford on tbe 20th

instant with 930 barrels of oil (800 SIH'l'ffi fIlH.l 130 whale oil) aDd abont 600 pounds of whalebone.

"I give below a, table showing tIle quantity and "aIm' of wIHtIebone~ whale oil, and sperm oil

~XPOl'ted from the v&rioue. part~ (If Few Zealand for each year %h.loo 1869 to 1880 :
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WHAJ,E l<'ISllERY A'l' DARBADOES.

Mr. Alleyne S. Arcber, in an article in The Field, the Country Geutlemau's Newspaper, for

October 22, 1881, thus r~fers to the whale :fishery at Barballoos: ,
"The whale fishery was st;i.rted by me aome fourteen sears ago in this island, and I have

carried it on (wery year up to the one last past. I find tllat the whales have not decreased, nor
do they appear any wilde,r or harder to be caught; on the COlltI'a,ry, with the improved weapons

that ha\"e been introduced of lah\ years, and with the experience that has been gained by all who

engage in it, tile catching and killing of them may now be considered as pretty easy, although at
times a very tiresome work. When first I engaged ill it Demerara offered a yery remunerative

price for t,htl oil, which is made from what we call the Llaok or humpback "whale. I then readily
obtained 5s. Gil. per imperial gallon for the oil, which at that time was largely nBed. tbere for

lubricating fiS well as for burning. Yl:lar by year has witnessed its decline iu value in every
mark{',t i,l the world. A few years after I had first started, Demerara r(~jected it, and would not

purchase it at any price, keroscllll having supenmded it as a burner, and lard oil as It lubricator.
Trinidad for a ;year or two then afforded a good market; but from the great influx of oil from

Grenada, St. Vincent, &c., the market became glutted, and the price bas never gone back to any·

thing like a remunerative figure. The United States wa.'! then tried, but the heavy duty of 20 pet'

cent. all valorem Oil foreign catcb ellUrely hindered any further exportation to tbo~e ahorea. The
only market IIOW where the oil or bone flflU be sold hJ Ilny advantage is tbe English, that is to say,
in London. This oil is of much the same value as that procured from the large <right whale,'

which sometimes yields 150 barrels of oil, while these humpbacks never give more than 90 to 100

barrels, 41) being the 3Nerage. Right whales and aperIll whales <Lre Dever seen in these waters, but
t,he latter are often taken alllong8t the Lpeward Islands. Thtl bOIlC' obtained from the humpback

is about frow 1 to 3 feet long, whilfl the bone from the right whale is from 6 to 12 feet long, and
now worth £500 per ton. The carca!;" of the whale has recentlr been ntilized for the purpose of
manure manufaetnre, and all the boneR tbereof have been used up; and this, with the oil and

baleen (or bOlles from tbe month), would make the business profitable, notwithstanding the low
quotation of oil and bone as given before.

uThe fishery i8 carried on now in the central part of the island (to leeward). The boiling
honse, where we tryout the blubber, is on the shore., close to the be&Ch; thf\ boats are bung on

davits on a, jetty, which ill about 200 feet long, and built ill very smooth water. The whale is

taken to the eud of the jetty, where we have a depth of water of 2 f~thoms. A large whale is

generally about from 50 to 60 fe~t in length, and makes from 50 to 60 barrel~ of oil; and we rarely
catch largl\r. This is cut in in abont twenty·four hours, and then boiled out ill forty·eight hours.

Four boats lower every week day; two go north, and two p;o south. Each boat bas seven men:

one officer, who sticks and kills the whale; one boat-steerer, who steers and attends to the line,
when tbe whale is struck; aUlI fi \Te men to US{l the paddles and oars, &c.

"Whales make their appearance here in January and leaYe in June,butwe do not employ
men to go after tbem uutil March; we, however, ke-ep the boatR ready in January, and if an oppor

tunityoffers we avail ourselves of it; and I have many times killed whales in January and Feb

ruary. In the month of Mareb they lxlgin to arrive pretty plentifully, and the cows then begin to

calve, or bring their young calves with them to feed close in shore in smooth water. Whenever

we see a cow and calf we generally succeed in w.king them; but when th(\ bull is with tbem QUI"

chances are not eo good, as he ~ems to keep a first-rate watch, 80 that we cannot approach a.swo
otherwise should do. However, the way we set to work is this: thebo&t is provided)Vlth300

f"thorns of manila wbde·line, four toggle·irons (barpOOWl),tbreehand~l&nceswitb apellT~.
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heads (the lance being !lix feet IOllg' on a wooden;pole 5 feet long), one breooh.loading bOlub·gun

and five or six explosive·bomb lances. All the whaling b done unde.r sail when thel'6 is wind
enough to propel the boat; otherwise we U8l;l oar.\l and paddles. We endeavor to keep a little
bebind the whale, but on one sille or tbe other, and when we get III ~avoTable chance to get onto
it unperceived, we do so. We alwa;Y8 strike the calf first if there is one; if not, Atrike any whale

we get near enough to; the officer puts two irons in if he gets a chance, if not only one. He then
directs tile men to haul the boat close up to the whale (right on top of it very often), when he shoots

a. bomb into it and darts his hand-lance as ncar the heart as he can get it, SOllie two or three times,

when he I'llacks off the boat to allow the whale to kick and tumble about in the agon:,-! produced

by t.he lances. Wilen the lancing has beeu l'tJective the whale generally at once spouts blood (but
not at all times) and soon expires, perhap8 in ten minutes; again, perhaps not in twelve hours, as

I haye kllown them spout thick blood at sunriRe, and to ~et away at sunset, but such CaRes are
DOW very rare, half au hour being about the average time required to kill it.

H It it; "Very inte.rooting to 8M the wlla.le at fee..l in the BllaliQw Ilnd elear water. and to notioo

the manner in which the mother protects her offspring and the way it suckles her. A whale on

being struck darts oft' with Yelocity, and the men haye to be Yer~' careful in their movements,

otherwise they mar lose their lives. I W3,8 once ta,ken out of the boat by the line, getting round

IIIe While I was in the act of shooting a large 70-barrel whale, yet I managed to goet off safely; but
~tlcll an escape is very rare, as the line takes the. man down so quickly that he is at once drowned.

"Sometimes the boats get knocked to pieces by the flukes of the whale, then the other boat

eOll1es to the rescue. Six years ago we struck flo caJf at daylight close in to the shore, and Boon
after we fastened to the cow. She spouted blood in a few minutes, notwithstanding wbich she

tonk us to the windward of Saint Lucia before dark j she then died after we gave her some sixteen
bomb lances. I happened to be ill the boat that kille-d her, and directe.d the wlmle to be taken

into Martinique, where We boiled it out, getting 8 tuns of oil. The flesh of the whale is very much

eOnEmmed here by a.Il cla8Scs, and is considered to be not unlike beef, and is preferred by many to
tue bad cattle usuaJl}' slanghtered in the leeward parishes of Barbadoes. I give an abstract of

the catch for ten years past."

.&biltra¢t Qf "':hale oil taken at BarbadO(Jll from 1869 tp 1878.
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WHAI,g }'ISHllRY OF CRrLI.

There are several whaling statioIl'; 01' slH)l'U parties along the soutIJ coast of Chili. A Ilmall
fiel't of whaling ve$els is owned by some Ohilian companies. Their cruising gronnds extend from

Panama Hay toChiloo, in latitude 470 south, and from the coast as far seaward as 1200 west lon

gitUde. The'aperm~i1 is chiefly shipped to England and the other oils CQnsumed in Chili.

.. WHllE FISHERY IN THE GULF OF SAINT LAWRENCE.

The Canadia.n tliille.riesyielcl aDnually about one thousand white whale or porpoise hides, and
about .11;1000 w01'tbof' whale oil•.. The skillS are prepared as leather, producing an excellent article,

largely Q~ ibr aporta:~A boots $nd for0tller pnrpoSes.

::: ;



2Hi HlSTOR.Y ANI) METHODS OF 'l'HB r'lRHlmlE8.

Ln the report of till' Commis,,,joner of Fislwri('8 of Canada for the yf'ar 1875 is the fol1owin«.
reit'renee to the wLt,I,]e fjKh~rJ :

'" 'Whaling expeditiulJ8 on our coasts begun only when thp, New England loyalists f!ettled on
the 8hore8 of GaRp(~, aft(;l' the ]Jtuce of 17(\3, Experienced in wlialt' hunt.iug, whieh thE'r had prac·

ticed on the coust of 'N I'W E1Jg'laud, these ReWers were \lot long" in diseoYt!riug what profitR could

lw made by followilJg a lnlnillit which tlle}' wt're well YerKc,l in, Such were the lwgilllJing of the

firMt whaling (,x:ll!dition~. Vt's;,;eIs eugRged ill theIU were not at tirst numerous, being composed

of small emIL, hut their JI nmbel' became IXL'ger by de;.:rt'e,..., and in a short time not less than one
dozen tiue large Kchooners 1;\'('re reclwueu as heing ('ngaged in that: fi~helJ'·. This was the gQlden

time for Ga"pe, awl tIlt' ohlel't. iuha,bitant8, who still rernemlwl' tilt' e1l0rmOllK I'rofit" realized in
the"e (Ixpeditiolls, ca!lll()t ~nfiicit:'!lltJ.r COndeIlllJ tlJe impro'l'idence of wlmlers who were not prude~t

enough to secure at that time tilt' wl'ulth and almmlance whiclJ waH IJOurilJg 011 them. The nuUl

bel' of schoouf'rs engaged ill thil' jlur"uit hal' {!.mdnally dl'(~H'<I;';I"d uutil it is IlOW reduced to three.

" TIlt' water" of Hie Gulf of t;uint Lawrence arc J'n'ljllt'ntell bS t,!uee kinds of whales, but tltl:l
species most sourtl1t ,d'ter i,,; that called tlw humpbacked, ",0 WLll1<:'d from the peculiar formation of

their backs. ""hales had bl~cn fi(J eag-edr pur"w'd for some year", past by Gaspe fishermen tllat

they disappeared for the same C;}UI:l0R, 1 pre,mme, which led them to abandou the shores ot' Europe
and Amel'iea. Tbis fiHlIery b:wiul-(" lW<JollJe ullremunera.t,i,e waf.( abandoned. Helped by this short

breathing timt' wbales bad an opportlllJit.y to I'l'prodllCfJ their species, aud during the past two
years they hll,ve lJeen IJotieBl1 ill a.;; large flmwtitil's as formerls. 'Vbalers engaged in fishing thi8

Rl'mlOn 8tate they flaw tiJonsanus of thelll in the Gulf~ but that basI w('ather prevented the making

of f\ large eatdl. TlJrt'e ves....,els fit.ted out. at Gallpf~ Bagin durillg thu lDonth of .J une, and bad/a.ir

sueceRs--the Admiration, Captain Tripp; f,1w Lord Dongla.ss, Captain Baker, and the Violet,
Captain SLltldard. The re~mlts of these expeditions were 1l.R follow... :

, Arlmir.lt,i~1H __
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I'The fishing most.ly took placf) on the C031'1t of IJabrador and ill the Strait of Belle Isle; the

. cargo of the Violet wa<i secured within a 8hort distance from Gaspe. ThiH fishery wonld ha'\"e boon
twice a8 productive bad not l'ougtl weather aud floating ice made navigation dangerous during the
summer and fall. Oil sold for 50 oontsa gallon."

For the seaRon of 1880 the following report is made by Mr. George n. Hall, United States
conlml at Gasllc Basin:

II Whaling lJa8 prove(] 80 unremunerative a pursuit for a number of years pa8t that there
remaiuf! but oue l'lrnaJl vessel employed in that businel'lll. The vOJ--age occapies the Bummer months,

and gE'nerally is in the vicinity of t.he Strait of Belle Isle. About 9,000 gallons of oU, a. :few hun·

dredweight of swall whalebone, and a few barrels of whale meat were the product of this aum

mer's emiS('. Pril1e of oil, 4ij cents per gallon; whalebone (small), 110 per cwt."

The condition of the whale fi.s.heries within the Gulf of Saint Lawrence in 1852 is diBoassed
by Mr. M. H. Perley) Il.8 follows: •

'~---"""""---------------"--
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l'Tbe extent to which the whalf' fhdJCry is carrie'l all wilLill iht', Gnlf of Saint JJawnmce lJ,r
vessels from NewfoulHlll-tlld is very little known, nor is it" value appre-eiated. The .Tersey boul'lcs

who Lave fishing establishlUt:'nts in Gaspe also fit out \'l'Miels for this fishery, which cruise about.
Anticosti and the northern shore of the Saint Lawrence. 1\Ir. 1\IacGregor, in au official n~pJrt to
tbe Board of Trade, thus describes this fishery:

"'The whales caught in the Gulf of Saint Lawn'Jlce are those called llUmplmel,s, which yield

OIl an average about 3 tom! of oil, some llavhlg been taken 7U l"e,et long-, which produced 8 ron,;.

The mode of taking them if! kome~hat difti,rt~nt from tllat followed by tIll' Greenland fisheTs; and

the Gaspe fishermcn first acquired a.n a(~quaintaJlce witlJ it f"om the JwoJlle of :8'antnclwt. An

active mall, accustolIltw, to bm~tl' and l'choouen;, ma,Y bpcolIle fully acquainted wit,1I {'\'er,Ythillg

connected with this fishery in one Rea,son. The vCI>8els adapted for thik purpose are schooneTs

from 70 to 80 toni> hnrllen, manned with a crcw of eight Ill('H, including- tbe master. Each

scllOoner requires two boats, about 20 feet 10n!C. built, narrow awl Rharp, and with pink-RteI'DR;

aud 220 fatboms of line, are nece.Rsary t{l each hoat, witll spare harpoonR and lallct'~. The ill('l1

row t.(JwanlR the whale, anti wIlen the.y aN' vf'r.y Twar 118(' padn les, wbich make lpss 110ist' tLan oars.

\VhaleR are sometimel\ ta-ken in fiftePIl minute", after they aN'· struck with the harpoon. The Ga'Rpe

fishermen nen'lr go ont in quest of t.hem until some of thEl smaller on;~s, which enter tbe bay

ahullt tbe beginning' of .Tune, appear; these t!wim too fast to be ealiily harpoollt'd, and are not;
brRil1es, worth the trouhIp. The lm-g" whales are t.aken off tlw ('ntranee of GaRpe Bay, 011 each

Aide of the island of Ant.ico;;ti, and up the river Saint Lawn:,nC{', as far as Ric.'

" Mr. Bouchette, in his work on LOWI:'T Canada, l"l'}u'()sents the wha.Ie fishery of the Gulf as

meriting the attention of the legi.l'lature. amI npcdillg ellcouragemf'nt, by which, he says, the

number of vesscls employed would be cOlll'iderably hlcrra<wd, and tbis important branch of busi

nets would be as effectually !:urried on by the hardy inhabitallti; of Gaspe as t,o compett', in ~ome

degree, if Dot rival, that of the Americans, who werf', at the time Mr. Bouchfltte wrot-e, almost in

thA exclusive enjoyment of it. and carried on t,heir enterpl'iking ftRberieR in the very mouthR of the

baYB and harbors of Lower Canada.

'l Sir Ricbard Bonnyca.stle, in bis work entit.Ied 'Xl:'wfoundland inlR42,' Rays, ,; The coast and

Gulf whale fishery is now wing of much \"alue to Newfoundland.' Sir RichHoI'1.1 states that the

vessels employed are large schooners, with crews of ten men each; that the fishery is pursned

during the whole of the summer months along the coalSt of Labrador, and iu and through the

Straits of Belle 181e, amI that whales of all sizes are taken, frOD! the smallest' finuer' up to the

largest mY8ticetus, or great common oil whale of the nortbt'nJ ocean, which occasionally visits tbese
rf'gions.

"It is believed that hitherto no attempt has been made by the people of New Brnn>lwick to

tmter into this whale fisbery, 3ud it is a very proper t'luhject for inquiry, wbether it might not be

Profitably conducted by New Brunswick vessels, and the activ(~ and cnterl'riMillg fishe.rmen of the

Bay of Chalenr, who are equally well pl8(jed fOfcarrying it OIl as their hardy comrades on the
Gaspe side of the bay,"

WHALE l'I811ERY OF GERMANY•

.Bremen and 8Qme other Germa.n ports: were formerly large-Iy intereste<l in the whale fishery.

An excellent historieaJ review of this industrJ- is given by Dr. Lindeman, in his work entitled

It Die arktische Fischerei der deut8chen Seestidte, 1620-1868."
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1861l.

The whale fishery of Bremen in 1864 employed five vessels, in 1865 three vessels, and in 1866

four vessels. The imports of oil and bone into Bremen in 1865 ami 1866 WE're as folioWR :

I
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Some German w's"e!s have engaged in the North Pacific wuale fisht'.rS. Among these ,essels
were the ship Comet, (~ruising from 1861 to 1868; the Oregon, from 1864 to 1867, and the Julian,
from 1865 to 1868.

2.-THE WHALEMEN, VESSELS AND BOATS, APPARATUS, AND
METHODS OF THE WHAL1;] :FISBERY.

By JAMES TEMPLEJlIAN BROWN.

1. 'rHE WHALEJIRX.

:NATIONALITIES.-As to tbl,': nationality· of the erews now employed in the w bale fishery, I

should say tllat the captl1illS an~ almost always ofA rnedcan birth, nsually residents of the New Eng
lalilt Htatcl:'l, and rarely a native of the Western Islands. 'l'he matel'l are usually New Englanders,
hut oec!lsionally Portuguese, or perhaps a half-breed Indian from Gay Head, :Mass., or Montauk
l'oiut. Long bland, may fill the olliee. As a rule the boat·steerer!> are foreigners, principally Por

tugne!le, Indians, or Kanakas. Formerly the crews were composed almost entirely of Americans,
and were made up, for the mo~t part, of residents of New Bedford or the New England States,
with an occasional delegate from almost, every State in the Union. Subsequently tbere seemed to
be a gigantic funuel. with its nozzle inserted ill )few Bedford, through which all clasSE!!l and

conditions of Inen from aU parts of the United States found all outlet to the broad owan. Still

later, the intelligent American·born citizen withdrew from the forecastle of the wha.ler, and his
pla(~H Wallo supplied by a foreign element from the various il'llands au(l coasts visited by the vessels
during their voyages. Though the foremost bands are representatives of almost all nations, they
are mainly natives of the i\zoreR, or Western Islands, Cape Verde, AUIlObon, St. Thomas, or 80me of

f.lte fHlmerous other little island$ on the west coast of Africa, with a sprinkling of Kanakas, Gttamie8~
La8c,~rfl, Xew Zealanders or Maories, West Indiamen, half.breeds-a mitturero Spaniard and
Indian -from the coasts of Peru, Colombia, and other parts of the Bouth Am erica-n coast, Englisb,
Dutch, Scotch, Irish, Italian, French, and occasionally un American. A more he-terogeneous group
of men has never assembled in so sma]] a sp800 than )8 always fOQnd in tbe fQre<ll:UIt1e of 9 New

Bedford sperm -whaler.

In case of death or desertion doring tbe voyage vacancies are ftlled by some ofthQ abo,,·p·

named classes, or by an amalgamated claM of comparatively worthless men of different tiatHmaU'

• Of f,he three tllOU8ll.nd "'ight hnndred and ninet.y-sil: men Clolllpo.!llng the llreWll of theN",w Bed1'oli!~ tl:llIlt
in 1880, it is estimated that one-third were Amll1'wan born, one-third A:rorean and Cape Verde Is1&ndaPodUgu.eee,IN:IU
the remainder negroes, Klulilokas, and other nationaJitiee. .. ..
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ties, known as j'seasonerfl,"Ii' "beech-combers," and "sIJOalcrR." Some of tbem may be engaged

for the sell8on, and others for the balance of the voyage j altbougll the terms are specified when

tile papers are Bigned, they are seldom respected 01' observed by this class of men. Upon their
lurival a.t :N\,;w :Bedford th\'; l'.l'ew15 a:I'1;', not dij>,po~l to '8hl}) again ai'. whalemen, preferring to tl'J

their luck with the coasters in the carrying trade, or perhaps ill the fisheries. But these branche::
of the service rarely snit them, and as they are constitutionally opposed to manual labor ashore.

beillg accustomed in their native island:,> to the open sea, many of them aTe compelled to ship again

ill self defense as "whalemen, or to be shipped, nolens volen.<J, by their boarding masters for debt,
They rarely return to this (~OUIltry, however. No one seems to know or care where t.his 'Vagabond
element goes or how it disJloEles of itself.

The natives of the, AzoreH, Cape Verde, Annobon, und St. Thomas, though of the negro eleru put,
speak a corrupt form of the Portuguese language. 'IhH "Cape Verdes," as they call themselves,
are lUulattoes-a mixture of negro and Portuguese-and more intelligent than the Bravas, Fogoell,
and A.lmoOQUs} whQ are exceedinglj" black. Both~~ max mingle fre,('ly in bUl;',iuess mo,twrs,
but, socially the Oape Verdes consider themselves superior. The Kallakas, )Iaories, GualUies~

Lascars, Allllobons, West Illdiamen, and some of the Portuguese, make good whalemen, but
indi!l'erellt sailors. On their native islands their eyes have been educated in distingt1ishing remote

ol~jt'ct.s ori the surface of the sea; hence they are especially desirable at the lookout of a whaling
Yes;;('l~ Bince they can often detect the slight puff of the sperm wi.Jale's breath amid the surface

mist peculiar to low latitudes. More especially is this true of the l{auakal3. They know no fear

>lnd never hesitate to approa-ch a whale and harpoon it; but 011 the vessel they are lazy and shift
h~,,~_

The remnants of the Chilmark I1Idians (half.breeds) at Glty Head (Martba's Vineyard) and
Moutauk Point (Long I;ihmd) furnish excellent material for the whale.fillhery, and upon them Kew

Bedford relies more 01' less for her boat"steerers. Tbf\ mate and two boat·gteerers of ship Xiger,

which Bailed from New Bedford in October, 1882, were Indians. In the ea,rly duss of whaling, aIHI

illlJeed after this industry had established a solid footing, the white man relied in part npon the

Indian to man his boats and to perform otber duties iu this fishery. t
Pew Amerioons below the rank of mates and cllptains are to be found on whaling-,vessels now

sailing from our ports, In former da;ys, New England's bellt sons' were trained in this nur....('r~·;

commencing as they did as cabin boys or foremast hands, they worked their way through the

variou8 g-radations of promotion. The sons and other male connections of the commission mer-

• Tbe "~eIl8OD(jn"are men who DUlY 00 obtained on any coa.st to llhip fOT the Se:l.ROll, bnt the term ill, in II W<;lasUJ'{l,

~YllntlynlOn8,or noarly flO, with "bll&Oh.combo!'8"; the principa.I dilF"ronce ill, that if there is any reJll">cla.bloelement
III all ill eUher class it may be fonnd in the former. Many of them are adventurei'll. growlers, and deserters from
WhOle ~hipll. They prowl .a.bont the 8hore"l of the variolls islands in the Atlantic amI Pa<lific, /l.nd olin olll~' be indlwed
to ~gllin enter tbe 8llrvic6 when neces&ity drives them to it. It i8 Beldom they CHon 1'6 deptmded upon to dillOhlltge
th~ll' dntil'l8, even after the)' liign the articlell. The" bealJb-comooI'l:l" may iloIlO<) be fOllnd abollt, tbe llboree. They are
',. 111'zy, l'Ihifl1eS8, degntded ciKM of men who have no 'l'espeet for themselvtl8 alld,con'lequenUy, receive none from
",r,herB, They emb~ce ditrooxE'llt t1ationalitlel'l, many of them are deBert.erH, Qnd the majority of thelll are nnreliabl".
;,h"y ItTe at timea OOtnpelied to liMp tta whalemen to obtain meo.Oll of IInbllilltenne. but ~ soon a~ th"y get RflVeml
ah~e-bodilld me~llI,"a.nd receive aupplies of clothing from the "lllop nhest," they desert. a.t the first opportunity, and

~ae1'tfiee their lays, boing no bett'lr oIf than befure, excepting t,bo.t they have had a temportU'Y JlOmi' in the ~bil' and
l"n"l\w'th L - •, ' 1, ""ttereJothingcn tbeirbll>ek8. Tbe "shoalel1l" are hAlf-breeds II mixture of Spaniard and {ndian,lI"'qnet,t-In th . . .,
,go , e OOIWltf! of Pern, Chili, and Coiombi,a, They are u8uaUy engaged for the lie lLIton , and are f3ir whalell"'ll.

:It{);:erIY~ of well-regnIated. 'Whaling V6Il8els deelined to ship any or the above-named elM9l'S; but at pre'lent
~ &r1leumpelled to make np their dreW from tbis element when they are shart-handed on the voyage.

m tIn 1672 the WlVD of SouthIUllPWD,LoDg Ii!l.a.nd, pllalled lui ord.ex for the regulatwt:! of whaling and tho employ
• Ilnt ~f the /, h1dYalllI to goa-whaling," in whieh it.is stated t,hat.an Indian should not rec:eive "forhia Hire above oue
~cklngCloth OtIat, for e4Klb. Wbale .bee and. his CODilpllony lIhllll Kill, !r ha.lfe the,Blubber, without the W~h.. Bone,
~aPeua.lty~ft:iU'eel;."-ALBxA1Q1)USTAlwVCll:.; Hi3t. Amer. Whale Flahery.
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cha.nts and Rhip·ownerH of Nantucket Wf're llot deeDwl (',oIllpet(',nt. as business men until they
hecame familiar, b~' act.ual e~perience, with ('wrX detail of the fisbery; and, QC{lording to "MiriaDI

Coffin," so strOl!g" wer(' all' prejmlicef: against any mau who w~ not a whale-fusherman, that the
daugbt~rsof l'antuckef. formed an organization of "h;male Freemason;;;" and refused to many a

man who hallllOt first, killed his wll1l.le."

The New England fleet at this time was manued almost exclu~iYclyby American-born citizens.
Crews for tIl(> New Bf>dford 'Vf'sl'el.'l were IllWll' up from neighboring t,QwnJ'l. Capt. Isaiab West,

now eig-htY'6ix year." of ag-e, t.ells me that he feme,mbers when lIe pickf.';d his crew within a radius
of GO miles of Sew B,'oford; that oftelltilll(~f; be Wfl8 acquainted, eitber personally 01' throngh
report, with the Rocial swudillg or husinet'i" qualificalionR of every man on his ,esseI ; and also

that he remembers the fil'l'ot foreigner, all Irishman, that shipped with him, the circumstance

beillg" cOmlllented upon at that. time as a remarkable on!l'
The ProvincetowD ,el'isels are eng-a.ged exclusi,ely in the Atlantic fiRhery, and cODRequently

tlJe ml-tin'>; of the numerous islands of tbe Pacific OC('llll are seldom found in tlJig Beet. The main

dependence is placed upou Portnguesd from the Cape Verd{'s aud AzoTeI'i. and a Rmall percentage

of white lieu from :\1aim', Vermont, New Hampshire, and illa!>flacllUsetts. Occasionally an Irishman
i8 shipped. l"robably about one-fourth of the Pro'Vinct'town crews is composed of Americans. The
cn~WH 8L.ipPl~d at San FranciEICO are composeu of negroes, Mexicanl'l, Kanakas, and Americans, and,
rarely, an ludiall from Cape Flatter~·.

DISCll'I,INE ON THE 'Vl~SsEI,s.-TLel'eis a certain kiml of relaxed discipline on all whaling

vessell'!; for, as might btl cxpc(Jtl~11 from the character and morale of the prcl'!ent crewfl., if tbe cap·

taiu once "loose~ hiR grip ou his men," the ~oyag-ewill rei'mlt in a failure. Munnell'S and halldcnffs

are wmall.\' carried, though seldom uRed, the captains preferring in all caseR to rule and govern
their men by m01"<11 sum;ion. Occasionally~ hoW"cyer, it rna~' lIe neceR"ary to iron an insubor
dinate, pugilistic, (lr drunken man. lIe is then placed in tLf' run of the vessel, 01' between decks

in the blubber room, and kept on breoo a.nd water until willing to comply ·with the rule8 of the

.. The autbor of MirilLIl1 Coffin, in cont,inu&t}on of his remarks in regard to Fre.emaaonry upon tho isllloud of Nan·
tucket, Bay,,:

"It was never fairly nndenlt')(>(l what weN' th.. Ilecret,obligllot,ions of th08e femllo1e Masons; and it was 0ven dou.bood
wbetber they bad AllY' fleeretll wOrtlJ knowing,' iUQAmneh all DO ilHl'ortJ;,nt opemtioulI, eitber of good or evU tendencY,
were. known to be pDt in prlU'l,ice in tlm littJll t,own of 8J",rhllme f.Kanitwket1lJ.T t,r'<:lil't,url> the. world at largee-. Thill
mnch, bowewJf, came afterward" to bl;' divulged: all ol,jigl1\ion, if not llnder the 1I01..mnit~· of Ml. oath or affirmation,
was llot lea.ilt 1lS1Iumed iJr the novitinte undcr tb.. charge of the officiating mistress, that she would fa.vour the. eour&geOl1l1
wbale-fi8bcrm"aD, uuder every eircnrnlltauce, in prefereuce to It stranger and a !and8IDan, if the sJternativl! ahon1ll
ever occur. The Jetter and tho lIpirit of thi" chnrgll were for a long tim'l pertinaei011s1y sdhexed tobY the unmauioo
memo..1'Ol; and wme of tholn were kUOWlI to c&lTy if. ~ fur &.a to makt'> it a !<iRe qtta .Off iu pennitti:ng the addJ'C8l!OO of
tlJeir Rnitelu, that, they IIbould havll Rtrnck their whale, at 1~\Jli!t,hefore thll "maJ.ltl8t encouwgement wonld be given
or II. f;lVOllr1llg smile awarded a<l the llarll('~t of' preferment.

"I t 111111 hoon sbre.....dly 1I1lllper.wd that tbe ehivaJric ordeal, thull enforceil by tbe filiI' maldenll of th.. iIIle, "WlIlllWt on
foot hy some of the patriotic whll,le-fillhermeu llnd oil merchant6 of the pIner;, in Qtder to perrletute a Dtll:'\&Y of
pl'(,ulillr lI~,nlIlell; while in doing Il<.l. tiley were IInro to Reellr;) valorous hUllbandR, and It oortaiu ~ompetenllYfor their
,ianghtcf8, all well as 8, monopoly of t,l1(\ trade t.Q the island. The iuteI'lllarriage of flO WallY wbale-tlshll1'Ulen witb the
daughters of whale-fishennen, until ulmOflt all the iuha.bitant/! did, in reality, elll,im near relationehip, and caH~b
'0006in,' at all eveuu wonldf;llem to pointt1ul.t way, and to favour the prellumption. Certain Ub, that tJnidangbter!l
of 801lle of tIm wealthi~t, men of tbe iRlaDu had lIJrea,l~' forllle;l &compact not, to o.cllept th& ILddrell8ell of Bighingswaios,
much 1_ to enter into thf< holy h-ondll ofma.trilIlODY witb Oolly but !tDcb 1111 had beeD. on a voy.age, and (l(lU1d prodoce
ample rroofoflluM-rnlly striking & wbale."-Mirwm Ce$lt, 01' 1'he Wkale-Fi8Iu.,'m~, pp. 57, rlB.

t The Portngaelle lire gainiug' "footho1l1 on lIOua" llllort!l of the eaatern cow. Throngh an lntl1"eaaing iInPortatiOD
hy whaIing-VNlallls, they IIore b~ming quite numerOlJl' in New Be<:lford,' and bav.. quartenld them8elveain~llil'IleC

tion of the city wbich hllrnolVn tNl .. Fn:rs.l." Some of tl1"U1 are property-b01d6I'\'l, alJd lI1Ake gnod dtieenB,8iI:d, like
the true nllgro, believe in the Ullfailing POweJ'!l of coDJuration, The CII})e Cod Porlllg"DeM QllnAlly Mipge in tl1<l cod
fuiliety, and BIl they find thiebranch ofiud1l8tr1. renmn6rati.,.e, they t'&l'ely elrlp lIll whalemenagam, uBkM Ui6J 40 lID
pt1J'Pl*lly to invit.e. dUBcultf with aD. (lffica1' at "'M and to seek redreaB att,be lIXld oftlNl~, thel• ..,.ibr~~
~tfon of' lMlneIl being very lItringant. . .. ..
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ship. Whel1 a rebellious Heamau ill guilty of a ruisdemeanor, it lies within the province of the

captain, ~o long ashe keep/; within the honnds of the law, to deteI'wine what punisbrueutsbould 00

commensuruu\ with the o:tl'euse. In eurls dn~'/; comphlilltl; of harsh treatmeut were frequently

elltered agaiust overbearing masters; but ,.;uch ill ran'ly the calle now. The present captains iu

thc fleet are intellip;ent tIlen with broad .wd enli,:.;hteuct! viewll, am] kindl.r di/;pused towards their

men. By thl) judicious llYbtem of }la..,. which gTallls cadI lUilll a cmtaill intlJH.st in tlw proceeds of

tlJe voyage, the IDen are kept in a better lltate of I'.ubordillutioll than would be the Cll.l'C if they

received stipulated Hums ill cOlllpensatioll for their SetTiccs. Ou the Oll(~ haud, they have every

luotin! to promote the interests of the ship; in doing this, they coutrihlltc to the .mceeSll of tht\

\'H,Hlge aud Imt money ill their own poekets; on the other hand, the.\" wuuld natlll'aJly feel at; a

wage-earning peollle, whellier tht"y worked early or late. their pay would still go on, and the suc<

cessful terminatioll of th(1 vo,rage would b~ a wat.ter of indifference to them.
LIFE ASIIORE.-Olle word in regurd to the ordinary whalemal..l'H hoarding-house. I yio;ited

~l'YeI'al of these inl>titutioIIS, Loth in the day-time awl at night.. Tho~e loeated in the section of

Kcw Bedford known as l!'a~'al are two-story frame stl'lleturel:l with IJ() prdensions wbattwer to a::Iy"

thiug hut plainness and simplicity. OIl all averagt', they c(lmpam favorably with other cheap

bUllrdillg-houses plltronizcd by the laboring classes in aluwst alQ' "eetioll of the countr.y. '.rh\, fare

i~ plain and ~ubstalltial,and while there :ll',\ 110 l:Hlperfiuou.::> article!; of dOlucostie fllrnitur~, there is

no I<wk of such al'tiele~ U.(I the actual necessities of a 1)olwller require I lIoticed a marked dif·

fNcuC8 bet.we.en th{~ houses kept-by the Cape Venles :lllll those kept by the Bravu". Tbe former

were cleaner, bt'tter furnished, and more homelike and inviting. The Cape Verdes also are more

particular as to thl;l kind of men they entertain, wllile the Briivas illdis(;rimjnatel~ take allY one W110
applies for board, pro\'itled he, is able to pay for it. 'l'ile price for board and lodging varies from

e3 tn $5 a week. The boarding.houlle keepers" drum up" customers in different wayll. SOllie of

thcm write letters to their friends or l'datives iu their native i8lUllthl, ret] uestiug them to uotil,), the

whll.lemeu who ship OD American vessels that. touch at tll{'jr ports for sUllplies ami DIeD that boaI'll

antllodging can be obtained upon tlJeir arrh'al at such and SUt'h a Dumber on l:L certain lltretJt in

S~w Bedford. As soon UtI a whale·suip is l'eported, the llOarlling,llODse keepers and out,fitt.ers

charter a small vC!!!sel aull board the whaler, uoman;r after she get:;> into the harbor. In some cases,

I am toilI, too foreiguers arriving in this eOllutry for the first time, have lettr>rs from parties in

t.heir native island10 ad(ll-ellsed to thtl New B~Jford bounlillg"hoLU;e keepens. In thilO catie, the

imrnigrallta gladly avail themselves of lueil' opportunities; but if the)-' 1mve no letters, theS become
tbe prey of the H sharks."

The l'ortuglleBe have their regular weekly dance/; 011 certa,in nights. The l:Ipare momenta of

lattl arrivals seem to be occupied in /Sittiug idly about the wharvell ur BtoresJ or in standing in

little knob. or groups about the stl'eet8, awaiting tbcsettlement of the voyage. Those who live

at a distauoosometimes take the train, shortly after the arrival of the v('.ssel, for their bornell, and

n~turn within a few da;rs for their l<l.~'s; thoso who have 110 bomctl repair to the boarding-houses,

lind impatiently wllit for their money, and hastl'D to ShIp again. The truly unfortunate and indi·

gent Whal6ni~ma,y find a temporary abodo at II charitable institutionl the Mariner's Home, until

be i.senabled to shift for himself, provided be does not .stay too long.' The Seamenls Bathol is
open for divine service evel'.r Sunda,r. - ,

THE I'ImaONNEL OF A. WHALING VESSEL_The roersoDuel of 11 whaling ba,rk or ship carr,ring
four boatll eon$~ts of the <'.apta.in, t'onfwafes, ruur boat-ateerers, a cooper, a blackNmith orclU'I.leDterl
a cook,Qo frte'Ward,~cnbiu bo;y, andaoout sixteen or eiglroocll forew~st handS, makiDg all tolll about

thilt;r~oneOrtbirty-tw-QtUell.SOmctimes Ml ordinary seaman, Oi'a groon baud, may also be !'hipped
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9,ij a. carpellte1' 01' blMksmith. Three-boat ve8sels usually baNe about twenty·one men, and two

ooaters about ..ixtecll. A tiftb mate is usuall,Y sbiIJlled on steam whalers to head the starboard
llow-lIoat. He i,; 8hipped a~" fifth mate and boat·lwader,n bnt does not receive as profitable a

lay as the other llJate~, although be ranks as an officer. He may sometimes be required to stand
watcL, mortl espet;iall~' if llHotlwI' officer is sick. The st-eam wIllI,leI's mmally carTy a eabin steward

and a cabin boy. A whaling vessel does not alwll'ys leu,!! New Bedford with her full complement

of meu, since she may obtain the balance of her cre\\' at the 'Yestern Itllallus, where she almost
alwaY8 stollS for 8upplies on bel' way to the Pacifie.

l'lte captaill.-The captain ha" of course ab;.;oltlte cOlllmand of the ship, and is responsible for

ber well-doing and safe returu to port;. When tbe wide nature of his fUlictiOlllS are taken intu

eOllsidcration, it is not surprising that he 8hould be a mau abo\>e the average ability, and peen

liarl;y adapted to bil:! professiou; for he ha.s sowetillles to serve in the capacit.y of physicifllJ,
i:Hll'geoll, lawrer, navigat,or, pelwe-maker, and pater familiastl j besides, he must have good execu
tive ability. The eapt.~dIl'"j!l. also an office of both dignity and respol\sibilit.,y, alld it' he acquits

hiUlseJf ill it zealoui;l.yand circulll1:;pectl;y, he rna;y, iu the c\lIln;e of tillie, be t.mabled to retire to

private life wit,b all of tile honors of hIS profeSlilion.

Formedy the captain always participated in the eapture of Whales, but at present, especiall.v
on large 'Vessds, be rcmains on lloaru w.i.len the boats are down. It was the custom, and I believe

it is now l,radicell on 80mI.' shiIJS, for tile mal'>ter to lower tiuring the first part of the voyage. The
capt~tins of the stearn barks ill the Art.ltie H:giolls seldom if ever engage in actual ~apture. There

seems to be a diversity of opinion as to the captain's place at such times, but it is generally cou·

eeded that when the. boats aro down be sbould remain On bis v('.!lsd, as the boat-crews ha.ve nJOre
{loufidenee in bim as a I;hip-keeper than they would in a subordinate who takes biB place in his
abseuce. Tbt.l mast~r cau, of course, t.ake upon himself more re&pon8ihi~ityill managing the ship

aud if] directing tue llio\'emel1ts of the boat<l.t

'l'ke maU8.~Tbere are a-8 mallY mates on a Whaling vessel as tbere are boats for active duty, 01',

to use a technical expression, "ou the cranes." The lI.1l\,te8 are the executive officers of the vessel,
as is weB known, and <1.180 the officers ill ()llarge of the toats w hen engaged in the ()apture, aud ifI

this capacity they are known as "boat·beaders." The;v arc, of course, Subordinate to the CRlltain

and act under his orden.; bllt when down for wLales they oftentimes exercise their own discrc·

tioD and can-.'y out their own phUlS, subject, howt.'ver7 to the directiODS of the mastE!r signaled from

the ship.
The mates kill the whale~, cut off the blubber, superintend the "boarding," a.nd have direct

charge of boiling out the oil and of stowing it awuJ'.

TM boat·sturc'rs.-Tbe boat·steerer has several 1lll.1D0Il. Ria le~-.jtimate title ill perhaps har

IJOoller; but his comrades, and otheJ.1l int.irnately connooted with the fishery, seldom call him by

that name. If sbipped to cnter immediately upon the duties of his office, his name is reeol'ded 011

• The capt:tin is known to hiB OWIl Cl'llW, behind his back, ll/l the" oM man"; but to the crew of s.no$her vessel as
\~apt3in or akipllcr. .A man ~crving on one v'""sBel recogniz,~ bis colIllIlIwtier ll.lI hiB "old man"; but when he· ddps Ofl

another ve8ilcl, hiB llre"..,nt eomrnanrlcr becomes the" old man" lind hill former commllillder the captain.
tThe Pro"'incewwn ~lI.pta.illS SOffil'tlmes lower with their boatil, bnt usually only 011 rare oooa.aio!li," when they

strike a large 8Ohool uf wl.u.lell or When the bOat ~tg fast to a vicious whp,le. If a Provincetown captahi }ow8J'B htl
takes charge of hill own hoat, and the third IDllte striklll:! th<l whale; llbould the captaiIl decide ~ot to 10\'11"61', the third
mate head~ tb", c&ptajD'lO boa-I<, and eitbcr tbe- ship·kimper, Ilreward, or QDC Qj the fOl'ffl7.uthalld", ullnal.!y the.:&n:ner, if
comperent" OItl:ikea the whaJe; but <;IU throe·bflat vl'BOOla tbe mate uI)lull1y lower!! bi8 boat:lint and •• tak thelea.d of
th" Whaling." -

If the CIIIIw,ing from New Eedford think it policy to lower for whales, tbe;y-leaVjl. the vessel in(l~of-llo eomp-e
tent peJBDD, n8nally t.b& oovper-the Omel' bring kno WII all "JJbip-keeper "-who t&keutttire cllargt'.fo:r ib6 f,imebWlg,
_illWd by about sill: men, whell all tbe bQalll are down, to " work Ilhip." .
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the ship1s papef8 simply as boat·steerer .; if shipped to take the place of a regnlar boat-steerer,
who m~y be diRabled by accident, or whose office may Ueoowe vacant by death, he is entered as
"spare bDat-steerer" or as "preveuter boat-steerer." t He is klJown in the fishery as boat·steerer1

and- ont of it as harpooner. He should be a man of unusual personal conrage, and with finn and
steady licrves. 'l'bis class of whalemen has won a nawe and record wl1icl1, for bravery and the

faithful performance of tInts! is honored and respected throughout the fleet; so much so, that tl1l'

I;xpression "coward harpooner" would seem at once contradietory and out of place. But the har
II()(JlHlfS of the fleet have degenerated with the fhlher.y. In the pallOY days of whaling the flower of
.N ew Eugland's sons WOII the l"ight to dart the llarpoon by that spirit of 1"tlarles~nessand gaUantr.y t
which characterized the early American patriot J but llOW almost Iwery harpooner that hails from
]\(."1\' Bedford is tIle representative of an inferior race.

Tbe boat-steerers are petty offieen:! and rank next to the mates. Their duties are manifold;
tlHly are required to stand their watches at trIG wast-Lea,d on the lookout f(lr wllalml. to act as

oancllllen in approaching whales, to dart tbe harpoon, to go down upon the whale \"'hilt\ "cutting
hi," to stand before the try.works when" boiling out", and during the intervals thor areeXllecteu to

keep the boatll and apparatus always ready for tile capture. They take great priJc ill their boatll

amI equipment.., tuQl'e especially the hafllOons. Thf.:l.Y are in tLUj liu':\ of PNllllotion, and if capable
and efficient both as whalcruen and seamen, tIl(; chances for commanding whaling vessels are in
their favor. Great car~ is exercised hy the ca.pt:\iIlM ill the selection of their harpooners. As a
rule they lU'C picked men, who have made one 01' more vo;rages, who are skillful ill maIJll.ging boats,

and courageous enough to face death without shriuking. If the.y become confused or frightened,

aud miss their whales, ther may be deposed until they have an oplJortUllity to regain their formel'
prestige, provided the captain gives them the chance. This is what might be terwed "hard luck,"
but it is one of the cast-iron rules of the fisher;y. Some captains may perhaps give t,heir boat·

ste-el'ers two or three "chances," as they s,re rermed, but if they miss several chances in succes
sion, other men are put in their places. The success of the voyage depends in a great measure

upon the boat-8teererl:l, and the captains caunot have a personal preference in their appointments.
The office of harpooner has always been one of prominence and importance, and the scarcity

uf suitable men or the incompe~ucy of incumbents has often occasioned serious drawbacks.

Both the English and Dutch relied 80lely upon the Biscayans for their harpooners when they firKt

embarked in the Greenland fishery. Engmnd soon found it to the interest of her fleet to pre·

scribe certain Jaws in regard to j;he selection of her harpooners.
Scoresby sa3'S that at the inception of the Greenland fishery the English harpooners com·

manded the whaleboats, harpooned the whales, and killed them with the lances. A.lso that they
----------~--~ ----------~~------- -~~--------~~-
~ It ill but natnral j;o liUppOlle from the terme "boat-header" and "boat-llteexer" that the pollition of th..; former

was At the head of the ooat, o.ndtbat. of tbe latter at the stern lIimply attending to hili iLutieli of I:lteering the boat" 1\8

'be Will would blply. 8oob, however, ill lIot the Oallll wben npproaching a wlmle, and to avoid the confusio/l of tbe<l'J
terms I will more fully 6:ll:plain tbe duties of thClle two men in a subsequent acconnt of tlHl oaptnre of tho wbale.

t Althougb the wtW "preventer" ill more generally nsed in the Provinoetpwn f1......t'. !'lOme of tbe v_l$luuliugfronl
N.,w Bedford r6CQro their extra hat'JlOoners Ill! "proventer boat-llt.eerers"; lmtthe Cl"(lW invariably call tbelO "llpal'" boat~
aleeret's." The tenns "llpare" and "prevenwr" are employed for anything held in r6/:l<lrve. Thu Hmn "bvllot-Sl<6enll""
Owellits origin to the fB,ei, t.ha.t thll harpooner, after striking the~, takell the 8teexing oar and ~Q direct':! tbtllllove
mll.lltilofthe boatalltoenll.ble the oJHcer to kill the whale. The term "1l1ewer," a.ll1ang expI'01ll;lion, ill ~11lO sometimes used.

fin theprollperoUII days of this iudulltry th<l ,. chock-pin," a slauder wQOd.en peg fnt holding the whale-line in itll
propllf pl.ee at the h6adoftha boat wlien Jut to a whale; lI'a11 the blWlge of th6 hal"plJOner, tbe emblem of his office,
and lIott~ hia fttilQllful' tfwpoilition htl proud1~·lI14illta.in6d &lld hillllkill and oourage:ill lIt.riking whales. More
tmrtienu.rly, I al\:l· told. "Wliit! thIs the.ca8e at Nantucket. When the fortunate boato-Btetlrerll returtled from sucC6ll8fnI
Voysgtlt, tbey ·ineeIted· ahook-plus in the two upper button-holeB of thtlil' coata as insignia of rank, to distiultuisb them
fI?ll1 tbe <101DJnl:lnforemABthandaor "lied. wallop&8"; tlwy walked the .treettl 01 their native isl.lid, attractillg the
atteution of tlle4k 'Tae.keten b1their -.-girt home. .
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ranked next, to the captajn of til e "'fIilSeJ, and "bad unlimited con tro} of the pOOI)}e of' the .fishery,"

while the captain acted properl~' 3,S nlt\'igator during a whaling voyage to the Greenland lIeas.'"
The same author also Ilpcaks of the cODl;idemtioll with which the English harpooners were

t.reated: .. All the harpoonerfl (seven in number) were invited to dine with me. I usually call
them togetlier ou our ontranee into fishing station!>, to deliver to them such instructions as my own

viewlo\ of the husiIlC"S, the /Success of our ex.ertiollls, and the liberal treatmtmt of other adventurertl
wlin maJ' happen to becoul() our competitors, soom to require. On thh~ occasion I urged them to

activity, }l(!r!>everallce. and unanimity amoug themselves; to a belJe"'olent (~xertion for the ~h!t

ance of aH 8hiIJl'l; of all nationlS, to whorn it might be useful, whenever that assistanco could be

rendered without c"ident uetriment to their own pr%perity; and gave them a cDde of rules to

assist their judgment ill cases of difficul1~' or danger."t

During the war:,; hetween the Duu\h and Englil,h in the middle part of the 15eventeenth century,
Hollam!' endeavored ttl crillple the British whal iug fleet b:r issuing a proclamation prohibitiug,
among other officer", the Dutch harpooners from en gag-in g in the whale trade ofany foreign country.t

OlJ'rsmc-n; fQre1na~t hands.-In the whaleboat the foremast hands are the oarsmen. Oommone

ing at the bow uf the boat, the oarSIDel) are placed as follow",: (1) the harpooner, or boat-steerer,

who has the extreme forward thwart; (2) the bowrou,n, who occupies the bow-thwart, pulls the bow
oar, assists the boat·;;kerer ill setting tlie mast and taking- it in; makcl;; himself useful in various
way~ tQ the lJOat-steeTl'l", 01" boat-he;u]{;'l', ill> t,be case m,a.,}· be,. and alt>Q atU'nds to the line when

bowing on. Amoug the oaor8l11tm bis is the lllOJ)t iml)Ol'tant position, a6 will h~reafter be soon, and

the best-trained mall on tlHl I:\hip i" usuall;y l.'clected for the position. F~) The midship oarllmeu

occupies tIlt' lUid~liip thwart, and pulls the lllidship oat. (4-) The tub-oarsmen ha~ the tub-thwart,
and llHlhipulatel> thlj tub-oar, hi" duties being to" wet line" when the whale ill running or sOund

ing; ilnd (5) tlw :stroke ();m,man, w.Lo is UEnal!.>' the Ii,!; b tcst, mau ill the boat,; be otllmpies tbe-after
thwart, and pulls the stroke-oar; he also u!lsists the boat-steerer ill coiling the liDe when recovered

from thf:l whale, and in disposing of the IDa"t after th\'J whale has beeu !Struck; he also bllil~ the
boat, keops the wat.er-kegcl supplied with frelSh water, and atlSi~t8 the boat-steerer in "rigging"

the boat.

" All the early adnmtureI'll <'11 thll WhaJ,,-1i~bery, [lOth Euglil:lh and otllerl:l, wel'e ohIiged to be imjebted to the Bil:l'
CIlYlLnl:l for their ~uperi II t"l11dencc amI help. Th" oID..,tl of harpooner requil,"iug great experieuoc "'" well as pen,;ollRI
courage, Wall only l:Iuitefl to Ill., moeayan., who hRrllong' bel'" inured to the da.ugcJ:\; aud difthmlties attendant Vll the
fi~ber.l' of the fin-whale. The llil:lcayall>l \<{,re likewiw looked to for COOpel'l:I, "skill ful in setting up tbllstaved e&8k."
Al tbis!,('riod, each slli!, carried two l'noci loall:l; the Clll'tlmander, who Wall a native, WlUI l'roperly the navigator, as
his chiM chargu cOll8isloo in flOlluuctiug the Rhip to aoil from Greeuhl,nd; the otlulr, who wal; caJled by the Duwb
l:Iped';ij!P'der, or cutter of the fat, ae hi", llam" impliee, Wlfl:l f\ Hh(80)'lllJ, and had tha uIllimit"d conhol of the people ill
the tle:hcl'f; and iUdood (ll'L'l'y openttJoll be/ongiug to it WIlS enticflly eonlided, to him. Wheu, howe'l"ll!', the I'i.flhery
became hotter knoWlJ, t hr;> commander :tik"" .. i"" aS8nm,~d tb" 6nperiutend<lIlCi'l of t.he £..hery. TL<I office of llpeckllioneer,
M it. is caUedb)' fb" l;nglish, WUIl nev('rtheles~ "ontinued, and I'ewa..ins to thi.. ,lay, thouJ,lh with a more limited pr&
rugative. Thfll:lpcek~ionf'{ll'is now cOMidered t,bo priucipal harpooner, lloml hlMll,he " ordering of lho fa.t," IU.Id e,;traot
ing o-r hoiling of the oil oftl)o whale; lout he oorvcl:l enlirel.y under the dirtlctlou of the commander of the ve~}.-

SCOIlltSBY: vol. 2,3<1-40. '

Whe.Illltl al80 are l!ol'i"ed tho terUl~ ~peeL:-tr/)ligh (a l'elltlpt!lllle for blnbb6r) and llpeck-falbt (the onttiug falls used
in ~lQj8ljl)l( ill Ow 1>!ul,lmr), IlCtJuliar to Eugli8b \\·h~Jomen.-J. T. n.

tWhale ship Boffin, of Liverpol>l, William 8oor(lj;by, jr., commander; on her third VOyllg6 to the Greenland whllJ-t<
Gtjhery, in th>l spring of 1822,-SooRlt(illY; X. Whale FlAhery, 1823, p. 33.· .

t The Dutell being at war with Ellglaud in 16:>3, and having tu·jther men nor ships of 'W~ to Ilpare for the pr0tec
tion ofthei-r 'Whale fisbery, this lucrative Lran{;L of {)Owmerce W80ll obliged, for the ll.e3llOn. ,to bc lJ\1spt:lnded. 11.1 the
war of 1659, "'s welllMl in that of' 1665 lLlld two follu\viug yoars, the fu;bary was ...1.110 >JODditiolJally prohibited. Aft ,.,t
llUob tinlelj their unemployed fishing OffilltlI'8 .might be indured to en~.... ill tbeeervioe of fornlgn uatlomll, andtbWi
flarrytbe tr&do abroad to the disparagement of their own oOUllfry, a proclawafion waa iBBued, prohil>lting,undereev,erOl
)wnaltiell, all eommandeI'!l, harpoonen, boat-stotle:rorll, &c., frnm 'llnba.rkillg ill tful whaJ.-f\$heq t."';llde il;l·1lb6 Glpe ut
llony ot4er lIatioQ dnring the war.-8(lQRKSUY: Arcl i" Rl'!,(iolll;, Vol. 2, p. 00.



THE WHALE l!'ISHERY. 225

The foremast hands, besides performing all kind@ of work incident to the life of a oommon

!leaman, stand watches aloft and below, heave at the windlass when cutting in a whale, assist in

stowing away the blubber, in Im~paring it for the try-pots, stowing it down, and scrub deck~ after
the fare has been boiled out.

THE MANl\"ER OF SHIPPING A OREW.-Thecrews at New Bedford are generally furnished by

a class of merchants knov,-n as "outfitters," a8Sisted by boarding-house keepers. The outfitters

keep stores containing difterent kinds of merchandise, usually really-made clothing, men'.. furnish

ing goods, bOOts, shoes, hats, and the cheaper grades of dry goods, and the lattl;r keep the common
sailors' boarding-house. Both of these classes are known IOW1U;r as "sharks." When the agent
of It ship wants a crew he notifies the outfitters, wLo draw UpOll the "shipping masters" in Xew
York or Boston, or the boa.rding-house keepers in ~ew Bedford, for the number of men required.

The expenses of men coming from a distance are paid as far as New Bedford; the outfitter meets
them a.t the depot and conducts them to a hoarding.house. If the men go on the voyage, the

shipping·ma8ter receives $16 per capita, which amount, fl.!:i well as tht' COJ:lt of their outfits, is
charged to the men individually, and at the end of tho voyage deducted from their Profitl;; but

upon their arrival in New Bedford, if the men refuse to go on the vessel, the shipping·master lo~e8

the fares to New Bedford; as well as his bonus, and the outfitter may be the loser on account of

the men's board bill. The men are therefore placed nnder the closest lmrveillance, but they some
times depart clandestinely with a portion of their outfit at the eleventh hour. An outfitt,er'l!i
business is attended with great risk. His profits, however, must be large, to cover deficiencies,

for all of the men engaged in this bUBiucss ~eem to prosper. Some of them also have the patron

age of the citixens of the community, keeping, as the,Y do, a general Iltock of goods. "''''hen the

ship is about to sail, the outfitter, having every confidence in his men, furnishes each with a small

wooden Chest, or "donkey," of clothing, a straw boo, and other necessary articles; but he never
permits the men to acquire a title of possession until they go aboard lobe ship i nor does he pa;r

tlH~ boarding-house keepers the amounts due them until he is satildied that the men are Oll board.

'rue" outfit" of a whaleman consists of money, board bills, and cloth ing advanced bS the 011tfitteT;
aud the stock aud trade of the latter consist of the profits he makes on the suppli(\s, which profits

arc large, the goods being almO!.t invariably charged above the regular prices. The agents may

select a captain and mate; but oftentimes it is difficult to find competent officers, and the outfitters,

takiug advantage of this situation of affairs, furnish both officer: and men, the profit" being

deriVed mainly from the otficers. If a fonr-boat,er is fitting out, and the ontfitter is granted the

priVilege of furnishing the captain or firl:lt mate, time-honored CU8tom gives him the right w ship
four additional men, either able-bodied 86lI.men or green hauds, and to supply the five with outfitli.

If be furnishes astlCQnd mate, he is entitled to outfit three men; if a third mate, two men; if a

fourth mate, boat-steerer, cook, or steward, one man each. The "outfit" of a foremast hand

vllries frOID *75 to $125; of a boat·s:l;e(>"rer, from $100 to 1200; and of a mate, from 1100 to 1800,
liepcllding altogether upon the dea:ir08 or actual nece8&ities of the men, or what they think may

be their nellessiti~in the future. The "outftt" of each maD is charged to biB account with the

vessel, a.nd dedooted from his profit at the ~nd of the voyage; but the outfitters having expended

both labor and C38h in obtaining a crew, or part of a crew, and furnishing tbem with the necessary

J>uPplies-llCUi of kindness which are duly appreciated, under the ciretlDlstancCB, by both the
agents andowners---are oot compelled to wait until the ship receives its equivalent from the men,
but llettleDlentsare nsO&11y made from thirty days to six roo-uths after the departure of the vessel.

The 0l1t1l~1'\'Itheref9re look to theagent8 for their pay, and the agent8, in behalf of the owners,

rut!: tberisk of gettibith~rmoney from the men at the eXpira.tion of the voyage. Some of the

SJIQ~Y,VQL:.n~15
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creW$, both ofticer<; and men, more el>peciaU;y those living at ~ew Bedford or near by, among

whom may lie numbered the thrift~., intelligent, a,ud expert whalnmen, purchase their outfit OIl

their own aCCoullt, thereby savillg about one-half tht) amount i~ would cOlSt them if their sUjlplies
were furnislwtl uy au outlitter; liut the green hands, owing' to their Inexperience, must be iuitia.ted

into the m;yst!:rim\ of the wh,~le tishel'.Y, and w1.Let.I.ler the;y are so dillpolled or not, they fall into the
tOlls of the outfitt.er, awl must pay tlwir fees wit1l0ut grumbling for their first degree. The

imlll'o,ident and reckless wlwleman who has just returned from a four years' voyage is almost
ul ways compelled to ship agaill. and, all houg'h htl " knows the ropes" as well 3S the outfitter dOBS,
on aC(;(JIlllt of hi., .,traightelletl cirCUll.l.,tancc~,he must, in self-defense, but contrary to his own
inclinatioll, go to t.he mpu who dispense [a,'or8.

So much has heen 8aid concerning th(~ character amI practices of the "8harks"-thi& term
should not be so construed as to refer to outfitters only-l deem it of sufficient importance to sa.y
that the former method of dealing witb seafaring mell at the port of New Bedford and elsewhere
has been 80 leaveued with tpe eOllouling SlJirit of civilization and the intlLtellCe of Christianity that

tLte pa~t and pre.,;cnt should not be al>sociated. The modern outfittl\!" is simply a sharp, shrewd
trade!:!Ulall, who, like mall~· others in this broad land, resort!:! to (\\'er'y means to induce a liberal

supply of patronage, and to dispose of t,he largest stock of goods at the -best profit.

The ou tft tterl; un~ al/:i(l "infitter"," t l.lat is, theX furnish the men with sueh so pplies and articles
of clothing as they lIlay need when the Vt'ssel returns. A whaleman purchasing supplies under
such conditions is merel:,' a customer who requires goous, but has no mone,y to bu,y. He was also

a customer when he entered the sen'iee, but his vessel, after he had !!igned the" articles," was

his surety, and the agent held him as a hostage. The merchant is a.s anxious to "infit" 3S he waa
to" outfit" him, but the man lliWlt now bring all order from the agent or OWlier of the vessel. If

Ii poor voyage has been made, or if the mall hAA drawn on the" slop.chest" during a voyage to
such an extent as to ruin his credit, he becomes ba,nkrupt ashore, and mas be obliged to change
his mind iusteal1 of his raiment; for, inl3t.cud of "infitting" himself with long togs, consisting of

ready·mAde suits, the luxurious white shirt, collars, cuffs, gay-colored necktie.s, handkerchiefs,
gloves, scarf-pins, and other jewelry, fine ~hoes, and fashionable hats, for all the outfitters keep an
abundant suppl~' of tht'se thin gos, he nlUst, ., ou ttl t!J himself with wearin~ apparel of coarser ma·
terial8 suitabltl for vo.yage at seaJ and Olhip for anothtlr voyage.

QUARTERS ON THE VES~ELS.-The captaillJ mates, and boat·steerers are qnartered in the

after part of the ship. The fonner, on large vessel!!, has a state-room Oll the starboard tlide, and

a private cabin or Idnd of oflice in the central portion of the after PlU"t of the ves8tl1. Both rooms

are plalnl;y !Jut comt'orUthl~T furnished, and the cabin usually contain!! a bedswad, the only one, by

the way, Oil board ship, the balanoo of the ship's tlOIDIJany occupying bunka. The captain is 8Ome·

timet; accompanied by his wife and childr~·m, and his apartments have a ho~·like and comfort.
able appearance. '1'.he .state-room, or bunk, of tim 1I1'5t offieer is just forward of the captain'l:J
quarters on the port. side adjac(lnt w t.he. pantIJ'; forward of the latter are the bunks of the third.
and fourth mates, antI jUlSt opposite, on the starboard side, is the second mate's cabin. The boat·

steerers, cooper, alld carpenter o(',uupY separltte bunks on the port side. The foremaat ha.ndl'l !U'8

confined to the forecastle. Their bunks are ananged in tiers about the forward end and on either

side of' tbe ship !Ul far aft UI3 the forecaBtle extends. They are made of ordinary plank, and usnally
painted when the ship h~ fitting for a voyage, but during the cruise they become well worn ood

greally enough., The first man on boatd ship has the first choice of bunks) and writes hi8nal1m,
01' initiaL; of his name, on tIle Ilid(l witb chalk, or Itl'e-empts the liIpot by depositing hi&. bed.saok:,
and re1aiusl,)QS8eflSiou dllring the voya.ge. The convemences of living a.nd the aQlloJiunodaUoD&
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of the quarter!! for boUt officers and men depend upon the sizc of the vessel; in schoonerl; and

brigs the apa.rtments arc necessarily circumscribed, and the domestic feIicit,y is sometimes marred

h,Y too intimate Rllsociation or unfriendl;r contact, while on barks and ships there is much more
latitude.

~iESSING.-Themodes of life and customs of whalemcn are e:;~mntially ill keeping with tlwir

surruuudings, and common to the llllljOl'it,y of Ileafaring well engagel) in the mercantile murine

scrYice in all quarters of the globe. The bills of fare are not varied or oomprehellisive, since tht;
\'COlSelS are confined principally to what rna,y be termed out-of-the wa;y places. Seldom touching a
port, the men are d(lpl'ived of those things which, though called bJ- landsmen the lIeceOlsaries of
lifn, are regarded ll~" whalemen as lnxuries. Alt.hongh wanting lD va.riety, ampl(\ IlrOvision is other

wisb lllade; for well.cooked, wholesome food, and !lleniy of it, suel..! as it is, constitutes a baud of

!lYlllpath.~; between the men llud the ship, and while there ii:! a dispo:-itioll on the part of I;ome men

to" growl,".the majority feel lSath;fied that the best that can he dODe under the circumstances is
being ilono for their welfare, and 80 aCctlpt it.

A. wllaling vCBsd ill furnished with all the large amI small cOllvenienew; known in the house

keeper's eooDom;y. Sinco the impfoved methods of preoerdng fislJ, meals, vegetablt·s, and other

food stuft's ha\Te been introduced, the vessels sailin~ from New Bediord are prodded with all of
tlw modern oonvcnienoos in the was of provwions that rna:.' be kept in allY climate; but the main
stay a.ft-er all is salt boof, salt pork, commonly known as" salt horse," Of "salt junk," and ship
bread, The last-named article occupiel::l an important placeill the whll)cmau:1::l dietal'~·. It. is bettel'

known perhaps as "bard took," to tli:;tlnguish it from the bread sometimes made on boaro i:lhip,

which ill calIco "soft bread." About 50 barreb of flour produce 100 harrellS of bread, which amount

was usuaBy iJlCluded in tbe outfit of a vtlssel of the largest dalSs; hut at pr"Stmt ~o large a quan

tity is .seldom taken bj' Ollt\ vesi'!el, since fresh bread may be "freighted" by others.
When fitting the ship for a voyage l'cveral cask:. of bread, Ilork, lH:1ef, ,Uld other provisions

"ill bulk." are placed in accelSsible places where they way be opened as required, the remaining

and larg~l: nUUloor \wing brQught tQ Hg:ht from time w time during the vOJ'age wheu. Rwwing down
the oil or as they mny be needed. A. careful and closely calculating master will order the entry
in his log of everJ' ca.sk of bread, pork, heef, and the like, opened during the voy~ge, Beef and
l)ork for immediate use are oftentimes kept on deck ill a wooden receptacle called a "harness.cask,"

lashed to the deck in a convenient place for the cook, who draws his daily supplies f['olll it. There

are two apartments in sllch a (lallk; one fUr pork and the other for bL>ef; and as fast as their con

teuts are exhausted, they are replenished from the original plWkages. Potatoes and other vege

tables may in warm latitude<! be kept in ~ wooden compartment called a .. potato pen," a structure

which is made with a view to a. thorough veutilatiou.
The cook is an important personage on board a whaIBl', as he is iudood everywhere, He is

nsuallya colored man) a.nd generally known at!. "DO<ltor," or llcrhapa U Skillet." The" cook's
oftice," or galley, is :thrnished with all the modern appliances in the way of "cooking gear" for
vesselJo, whjoh embracea a fange or "caboose," and the accompanying boilers or steamers, usualljT

called " ooppers," cast.iron baking.pans, and articles of this kind. The captain and the mates meslo!

together in the forward cabin i their ta.bles are furui.shed with gla8Sware and chinaware; the boat

tlteerers, cooper, and ~utertmess in the l!Itoorsge. The foremaat bands meSB in the forecastle;
their meals are cOOkoo in the galleyaud served to them on the commonest tiuware. They me
their "donkeya"'" tables a.nd keep their pans and dishC8 in Ii locker in the after part of the fOM

castle. TheywltSh their own dishesantl olean up everything after meahl.
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The hours ot meals for all hands are as fOUOWB: breakfast, 7 a. Ill.; dinner, 12 ro.; and sapper,

5 p. m. The&e are tIm regular hours, but they may often be cbanged when tbe boat8 are down for
whales, or when the men are cutting in a whale under stress ~f weather. 'fhe bill of fare al!lO

varies, bllt rarely.
TJIf' offiCl'rs' breakfast is usuallr salt oop.f, pork, bard bnnld, 80ft bread or "lobscouse"·-or

perhaps bread bash, Ol' if potatoet; are plentiful potato hash, cof'fee, sugar, and butter, when it is to

be had, and sometimes slapjaeks. The boat-steeNrs' bill of fare embraces about the same, except
they do not always have sugar and butwrj which is served regularly in cabin. The b~akfast of
foreDlast hands COnl'ists mainl,r of salt. heef, salt pork, ha,rd bread, BCODW, bread hash, coffee, and
molal,lses.

For dinDer ill the cahill: salt pork, salt beef, and hard bread. Tea, or coffee, and sllgar ~e DOt

mmaily 6(wved for diuner; the lInat.6teerers have about the same as the cabin, and for tne fore·

ca",tle l>altjllDk alld hard hJ'l\all. For supper in the cahin: .salt beef and pork, war,!! soft tack,
butter, sugar, tea, and ROllletimes bash, and probably pie. The boat·steerers have the ~ame" and

the foremast hands, salt·beef, pork, and hard tack, and occasionally pie.
To the above-mentioned flue should be added, wben they can be had, the" manarolins N of the

whalcllleu-tbat is, fresh meat, vegetables; milk; butter, eggs, and fruits; which ma~- be obtained
wben the ve8.ije1 touches upon a foreign shore, !m t tbesn aro the luxuries of ljfe tbat cannot al ways
be had. Dufft is sen-cd gencrall.y three times a wcek for dinner fore and aft, and perhaps "lob

loIcouge," "dandy-funk," "sea-pie," or "dough·boys" (a kind of flour dumpling with tbe flesh and

bone's of porpolsc) , but the foremast hands do not usually get as much of tbelse dainties as the

officers. When a porpoise is caught; all hauds are regaled with" sea-pies" and" fo.rced-meat
balls."

Captains of all whaling vessels disconrag~ the us~ of Whisky by the crew. Formerly it was

the custom to include in the outfit of a whaler, about seven or eight barrels of Whisky or New
England rum. This was dealt out from time to time as grog. Some vessels carry whisky now,

but principally for trade. Liquors are also carried in the medicine chest, but tbe.y are uuder the

immediate sUllervision of the captai0, w bo diBpense~ them as he aeeB fit. Oa:J;lt. Isaiah West WlkI the
first master sailing from the port of New Bedford, who refused to carry whisky on his ship. This

Wa/:l in 1831, in consequence of continued intoxication of one of his officers {In a previous voyage.
Such a thing at the time W$I unheard of; the owners thought that it was imp<lMsible to ship It

crew or to make a. voyage, but Oaptain West adhered to hi~ re$olution and carried his point.
Since that time whi8ky has not. hoon included a.s a part of a whaling outJlt.

• Lol>tlOonllO iG (.hll mOtli OOlJWl.on of the fancy disbes. It ill made uf hard bread and II>Iolt meat, lleMOned with
peppt'l'. Jo\,r Ii m_ of this kind for all bands, a.bout thu6 buckets of h ..rd br..lMi, lMiven pounds of lJUrk, aDd beef,
ahd about a qnarter of 1Io pound of pepper a.re requiI-ed_ The meat, Wlually th6 "l'eXUIULntt! of a IOl:'D.L6r wellJ, hi out mt<>
IUlull) jJitIC.,~ and th6 ),,",ad ill tuuk6Il into fragmilnt!.. Water is added ll.nd.lU! th"" pot boi15 1UUi· lIitument, the iugr<\

ditmtlllll'e mix",l lUld stirnld togtither with a large iron .pOOH; pepper ~ added, lind the dilIb ii8NVecl amuking hot in
.. 1I'vud"n v"l;ttt>l, caJ1bd a " kid," by on'" of th", watch who c:u.tri.ea it forwani to the fOI'tiCMtl6. PotlLto-lIeim8Il 11I1IiIni·

!.ac to Ib., II bov" e:ul<:>pt that a IImaU""r q U!l.nt.ity of b-.:eoo is tutE>d, IK'tatOllll being highly ~med &6 a lOU!n;titllW.
Wh,m I,olalom ac", I'letiliful potl\.to hlUih Ol' lobYCollllfl is W1uaUy mad\> for breu.kt$llt; but ""MIll tlw v_I hlU\

Ilt>6Il Oil t for two or t ltree Illonthti, lJ l'6lld hash ill main!y l'tIlitld n pOll.

t Dull' llllll'TVoo. to II.1l hl>nds; one fOf thll cabin, OM foc t,be 1>ollot-lltoortrll, Of8~, and one for ftACh watch forw:llrd.
It i8 t,h.. favvrik> dllih, and SODday is alwlilylJ lil "duff day," dub and mQl&111188 beiDg <leITad fw dimler. .Dliody.!Ouk,
dll.mlEM>-fllLlk, or clundee pudding, is made of hllord bread, mo~, and a. little tllIolt fllot pork. Theb:ead hibN~ llP
MIA the pork chopped and dep<)J/ited i21 11 copper j ll, little ws.tcr if< lidded a.nd wneu the mJ.rtnre b_ JWwll"al'.tn.
enough wolatiees to lIweetlm It u; ponred in. It i$ then etln-ed uutil th; boiling point ill reacW, at wb:ltihtUDe the
eopI"'T i~ removed, and tibe wlIlh jij Il6rved l!o tin .. kid, A.boDt t w() pound8 of fat pork are uanallyrequb-eitlor 11

mesa for aU baud&. Dundee pudding Wl\1l aleo llo f",vurite d.i.J:Ih with the fl6bertDw of the _tfJ:rO Cl)1i8t~ueDtjng

Gwrs:....... Ba1:lk 101830, but i6 only occllodionally u!led on 'fishing veeoolll now. It ",,_1IllIde othRd ~'POQBdedup,
Il'lreetenoo. witoh mo"l..a.8l!ell, with oll0llQ:h 1lDur Added to give it 00he&i~ ' ..
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CHOOSING THE WA'I'CH.-When fairly unuer way the ship's company III tolll oif in t.wo divis

SiOllS, or parties, which aJt~rnately relieve each other in the performance of the dutil's connected
with the vessel during tbe vo;yagll, in order that oue·half of the crew may obtain reerr-:ttion, while
tIle oth<lr half is at work. Each subdivision is known as the •• watch j" reckoning frmu 12 m.
there are seven watchef;; five of four hours each, and two of two hours eaclJ; called dog-wat.ehel>..

Thl! divisiont'l of the Crl~W are known as the starboard and larboard watches, cOlllmanded
r€OiI)€CtivelJ- by the first and. second mates or the secoud aud third mate!!, who are known as
.. watch-headers." The officers select their own men when tiw subdivision j,"i made. These dhis.

iuns are again divided into boats' crews. Olle watch. or half of the crew, is always on deck,

except at the beginning of the. vOJ'ag", 1vhcn ooth watches aIX'. uf:(uallyemploYed during toe dar ill

rigging the boats l besides standing their watches at night. When a ship is making her passag~

t1w. crew stand whole watches, vr €lea watchei!l, fOUf hours on and four off, usually called ,. watch
anti watch." Un the whaling ground in the SolltlJerp J1snerJ', wJJf'n a sbip i.s IHn'c ta in mid.

ocean tLey stand" quarter-watches," one-fourth of the, working hanus, or half of each watclI being
OD duty, headed by the boat-stoorers; but in the Arctic regions when near the shore the usual
watches are kept.

In the sonthel:n fishery the mell in bad weather stand four hours on deck aud eight below on
a three-boat vessel, and four hours on deck and twelve below On a four-boatel'.

On three·boat vessels they stand "boats' erews'l wawhes, the time being divided between
!'o!)per and breakfast when 00 t ward bound and eometimes on wL aling grounos. When not engaged
in Whaling the watch may 00 employed in making sennit of spun yarn, mats for chaling-gear,

overhaulilJg cntting gear, and in many other anties counected with the vessel,
The day on a whale ship begins at an early hour; the crew usually get hreakfast at sunrise,

after which sail is Bet, the decks l>crnbbed, a.ud men sent aloft to look out for whales. The duties
of the men at the tnaat-bead will be mentioned elsewhere.

At 4 p. m. the decka are Bwept and washed off; from 4 to 5 being the first hour of the dog
w~jt()b, all tbe wat~h, except the Itlen On the lookout for whales and the maD a.t the wbeel l engage

in this work, At {; p. rn. the watch has supper, and at 5.30 the men at the mast-heads and the
wh(!el a~ relieved. From 5 to 7 the watch is allowed to loaf, smoke, and ~pin yaroa, t.he only

time fOI" such liberties during tbe dflY.

On the whaling ground in thl" southern fisheries the men are recalled frolll the mast-heads at
I':llll!let, and aU hands-both watches-are summoned to shorten sa.il; the starboard wat(~h takes
in the main and thlil mizzen sail and the larboard watcll the fOroma~t and head sail!:>. During tbifl
work tbe mate has ~harge of the forward part of the v~seland the second mate the afterpart, and in
reefing the topsails the boat-l:>teer(lrB bn.ul ont th~ earings and the foremast haudl' knot the points.

SELJWTION OF BOA'I'B' OREWS.-One of tbe .tlJ'ilt dutiea to be. att~wJeiJ to M the selection of the
hoa4l' crews. If tile vessel has four boat.~ on their cranes, her crew mU8t be SUbdivided jnto a cor·
responding nUUlber of boota' crews. The captain and hiEl matea select their own crews; and. the
lllen are 6hosen with referenee to the positions fur which, in tbeopin.iona of the oftloorEl, they are
best adapted.

The followingaooonnt of the manner in which boats' crews and watches ftfi.j selected may vary
somewhat wheti api)liedto aU ves8618; but it is the eustotn usually adopted on tlle avemge New
Bedford 8pel'tD:w'hll.1er; Tile C80ptainhu first; choice, and picks his harpoonet; the ma-te, second
~ and· thitd ml\te, severally ~Dd OODsccntiV6ly in the order of their rank, select their boat
steerer&, and the fol:trth ma.te takea uB:opkiil.8' choice"frolll the remaining material available for
~_and,~i880metiJnesthe aaee,geb8 the -be8t man lLfter all. The oarsmen ~ selected '
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•

in the flame manner in their regular order, the captain comtnencing with the bowman for his boat,

a.nd so on with tbl:' rest of thl~ crew. The supernumeraries help the ship-keeper to work the vessel

when the hoM" are down for whalef'!. •
'J'be bDatsl crews awl watebe,'l being" disposed of, tbe capta.in makes a short address'" to tb8

ship's company, explaitIing the nature and ohject of the vOj"age; defines the positions a.nd duties
of all on hoard; establishes his rules and regnlation~ to which hI" enjoin~ strict obedience, and

a.1ao e;llIs attention to the Penalties of disobeilienee. He remind" each one, man and officer, that
btl ha.s cl:'rtain positions to fill and duties to [lerforll, alld encleavorfl to impress upon him the impor·

tance of a strict compHmlCB with Cl't:'fy law lw m!ly see fit to t~st4bliBh at the outset.
RIGGING BOATS.-A8 whale", may be rtLised at allS time b,v an outwa.rd·bound vessel, one of the

tint dntie!:l of tlw captain, after the watches and boats' crews have been chosen, is to rig his boat!'

for the capture. This work is usually commenced on the first 01' second day of Railirlg', provided
t,he wcatber is propitious, and some captains keep all hands engaged in this work until the boat!'
aw properlyeqnipppll,

Tllt're iR considerahle work to he. done e-.en in rigging' oM boats; bnt when au ent.irel~· new

vesflel iR under :Cbot, this kind of work is vMtly angmented and the time prOlmrtionately

extended. Everything is new and" stiff'''; and the fecling Seems to be unanimous with the officers
and meD, that, so far at; the labor of rigging the boats is concerned, they prefer to sail on aTl 0](1

\'l'8SeI rather than on it new one. The oflic(,rs "cnll" t their own boats when getting them ready for

wlfiIJillg; the bQat-Rteerers p€rfarm most of tbe skilled labar, in which they 8,re assiNted hy the

oarsmell. The officers generally have the care of the hand-lances, and the boat·st(',erers of the
harpoons.

On ves>ll'h'! that have made one or more voyage;;, the greater pa,rt of the apparatus mllY again
be userl, hnt it mU8t he carefully overhauled. When making the borne port, the swaller implements

of eaptJlrt" llnll accessories, are stowed 11 way in II large cask, /lnd marked II boat gea,r." The harpoons
lances, boat-spades, anll boat-hookR, arc bundletl and et,owed. away. On arrival, the casks and

buwIles are plaeed in the lofts of buildings mmaUy belonging to the owners of the ship. When,

tile YesRel is about to leave for anot.her voyage, these implements are again placed almard, and l1S

e-erytbing belonging to fl, whale-hoat baA its proper place and appropriate marks, the,re is no

t,ronblp in redistributing the gear. The barpoons and lances are "set np"-thatis, they baWl their
poles and neeeBBary ropes attached-and Bharpened, and phwed in tbfl boll,t as 800n as possible.

Eve~'Ytbing necesAAry for the captnre of the whale, except the beavy line.tub, i8 kept inviolate in
its proper place in the boat when on the cranes.

If the vef:!sel is an old one. the boat·sails may be rigged. up and UBed until time and opportnn'ity

is offered ffJ1' tmJ,killg new ones. If it is necessary to make new Bails, cotton drilling is gotten Ollt.

and as many good sewers, as can be spared from the ~l'ew, are sometimes 8et to work upon them,

"The follOWing il; n-llOut the "t:yle of lJpeeeh d..live~d by-the c~ptaill on IlUeh occasion!!: "Now, my men, IlllJ}'pOli0
you all know what ../,. are hero for. W" heve "tart,cd for a cargo of oil, and I expect tha.t every lII/lU will do b\S\)eBf..
First, I want good, 8harp, lookonts. kept, and sing out for everything yOll fIOO.. Go, When yon are sent, and come whlln
yon are called, and atwa~'s repeat tbc ord('r that's giveD YOll_ Y (>11 llhaJl hlloVA en01lgb to eat of what is in the 8Mp; but
I w\il.nt nothing Wltswl!. If your fooo j8 110t properly cooked, or if yon do not get enongh of it, come to me, lind I will
owe tha.t !IOU do iiave (J1m1gl> a.ud that it is prope.l'ly cooklJd. I want no growlinlt with the cook. N(> fighting OUboard,
If any of you want te :fight, come to fJll', 1I-1ld I wilJ a.ttend to ;r0l»" CaBe, Now, bo4t.atae1'flr1l, your place- is .bait the
try-works; bear that in mind, I W~Ult yon to $ing ont for lJverything you see at the maethead, Ii it iB Jl,otJiing more
tbllIl a porpoi!le. Yonwil! have two clluOOf; if yon mU8 them, you can't have (JlttV iliON ab~rd thle ship."

t To _ (or aI/if, 118 it III more genel'&1ly pronounced), impliee to direct the movements of tb&.VMnl, or, ItlOte
properly, to diffoct tbt'l helm&OlaD inllteerlng thfl v_I j /lnd in this in8f4DC11 means to oveJ'll&e OJ' have ~.ch&tIP
.nd dimct«m ofeqnippinjl" the boat& . ..
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but generally the officer", aud hoat<l'lteel'ers make the "ail,;·llu·Jlj;.;(']\,cfl.;lIeuutime the carpenter is

busily engaged in fitting the boat- mast!>, aDd the (:oopcr mal.ell or overhauls the liue-tnbs; boat
buckets, llntern.kegll and other like utensils.

The green hands are allowed a certain time to become familiar with their duties. At the expira
tion of the ghTen time tbo~e who ha\'!: failed to improve their opportlluities lose thoir watch below
during tlJe day until the~' learn morc thoroughly. There if! always plenty of work ou an outward·

hound wllaler, and it is of a varied ella,raeter, and an,Y one di::'.po~ed UJ learn ma.y soon become

master of the situation.
PASTIMEs.-'V\o"Then not at work the men amusc themselves during week days according to

their sevoral dispositions; by patching and mending- th(~ir cloth(!!;, playing cards or Imilk-gammoll,

!lpinniug yarns; smoking, reading, and manufacturing various articles of utility and fancy. As
a ru]f' the captains do Dot allow card pla,Ying ; but 800mc of the crl\W \lilIIall,y proville themseh'cs

with cards anll manage to have games in the foreca,'Jtle, the ollly .wailable "stake" lJeing tobacco.
Tlw owners of the vessel usually furnish the men Wit'll illul'ltrated papprs, magazjnes, and books,

and mitny of these, like the playiug cards, become so well worn awl greasy from excessive mani
pulation that scarcely a trace of legibility is left by which they may be idt'lltifit'd. Rut the greatest

delight of tbe whalelllan was on the Sftubath day, wht'u ill olden times it was his custom to over·

haul his chc::Jt of clothing and trim his ditty box.· This wuscalled the "sailor's pleasure." .Allofthe
"sea clothes" were taken out, unfolded, shakeu, exawincd for holes or renls, carefull,Y folded again
and put a,way in their aceustomed places; the" home clothes," or "long togs," were also taken

ont. and viewed with a feeling of peculiar delight; the photographs of frienas and relatiOlls were
brought to light, aud old letters werc read again :md again. Eyers Sunday was alike in this
respect. On the Sabbath clay abo the whaling eapta.ins of the old school, after certain routine

work bad been performed in the forenoon, distributed Bibles, tract!', or other rl'ligious publications,
among the men; some of whom; in good weather, in the southern fishery, congregated about the

deck in little knots, and digN~ted the contents of the books and papers, while others, not BO dis·

posed, showed their outward and invisible sign b,y gentlemanly demeanor and Jlolite conduct, in

l('tting those who wished to do so, read ill comfort.
One of the most fruitful sources of amusement ro a whale-fishermau; and one which often so

engro15ses his tillle and attention as to cause him to neglect his duties, is known as U serimshawing.l:'t

Scrimshawing; which, by the way, is the more acceptable form of the term, is the art, jf llrt it be,

of manufactUring nseful and ornamental articles at sea; and its chief a,im is to fight oft' the dull
monoton~', which, at times, environs the life of the wbaleman. Many of the objects produced in
this manner, howtlver; prove valuable to tlle makers assouvenil'8, or trophies; of their exploits
and adventures, or useful to theml'lelves and families in the econom~' of the domestic household;

aud also possess a certain degree of interest, ItS well as intrim;ie valul', to cnriosit.~'-seekers,besides

forming interesting OO<l.llie.itioU8 tl) museums. Oue of its most prominent features is the develop

lllent of the ingenuity and artistie tastes of the whaJemen; and some of them attain a high degt't-'6
of t;kill in the prodnction of numerous articles of tlJil'l kind. Some of theM have an appreciable

---_._--_. ---_._--_ .

• A small Wooden bo'll: for n~d1e8, bnttons, thron.d. pieooe of cloth for patehe~, bits of WlJ,X, n,n old brll.Sfl or eteel
thiiIlble; and II. pair ofeeillllOl'a. In addi tion to tllese neCC!l8ll.T)' domestic 11 t-Illleilt\ a.nd IDllterhtl, the ditty bolt contalDIi
the most VlI.l"ied t)o!lectioo of piecce of uld iron or wood, shellil, lJl'Obably an old pa.ck of card~, ur may be It New Teet.
mel'll.. !Illlalllltoneeor uiloeral!l, f(m~lgn nuts, flood curioe obtained from -the natiVe!> of the ielauds in the Soutbern
P~1fi~ '

tTbili word,,,ppeal'lJ t.obe of dOClbtful orthography, being -variouKly written "Kkrim"honing,n "ecriwKhorning,"
"Bkrilllllehllilting."and "skrimshander," lI.nd. h808, like lRIl.oy of "be· idioms t.llll-tform the very pittl aud _nec of the
whal6man'elangll&ge, gain"'" Clll'Nney at tlreleading whll>lingc-enterll, thollgh seldow hellOrd in the interior of t.he
O(JQntry• .bto itae~y,I can only !Illy that I hil,...e tnw.16d im anteoodentB to th" i"l.lld of Nalltll<lker., and
although lam unable,to 1I1lbetan~wmy theory, I a1II·oftbe opinion th&t it i8 a. COl'l'Upt form Ofll>D Indian word.
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a.rtistic merit; while others, for example, implements made at sea for use ill whaling, for the ship's
nse, and for the use of the men during the voya~e, are generally improviaed under sliCss of cir
c'b.mstances; therefore, many of them are exceedingly rough and ungainly in appearance.

Scrimsbawing has been principally confined to the southern fleet, mainly the flperm whale
mOD, as the voyages were longer amI tbe men had more leisure time; but it i~ also indulged in, to

a certain extent, by the men in the Arctic fishery. In the first-named fisherJ', a vcsAel may often
cruise for weeks, and even months, without" rai8ing a Whale," and, in fact, withont ellCOllnterin~

anything to break the motJOtonous routine of life at sea.
It would appear that the officers haY(~ much better OJlllortunities and facilities for promoting

tlle art of scrimshawing than the foremast hands, since the latter are not [tnow~l, except on dnty,

in the after part of tile 8pip, wlulre the material available for tItis or otIter like purposes is kept;
they are tberefore compelled to rel~' upon their own fertile imagination and frnitful genius for the
wa~'s a,nd means of carrying out any eheri8hed pIau, wlU.d to ml1ke the best of what ma;y accidentally
fall in their way. Some of the common seamen, howe,er, excel in thifl work.·

2. THE WHALING VESSlojLS AND THEIR OITTFIT.

The American whalingilect in 1880 numbered one hnndred and seventy-one veBsela, measur
ing 38,633.38 tons, and valued with outfits at $2,891,6iJO.t In the fie.et there were one hun
dred and seven blll'k8 averagiu~ 264.10 tOllS each, seven ships fweraging 358.88 tons, nine brig~

aver'aging 138.11 tOllS, forty-six schooners averaging 9808 toUR, and two steam barks aiyera¢ng
430.06' tons. The average size vessel in the entire fleet was 225.95 tOllS. 'l'he largest vessel was
the swam bark Belvcderclluesmrillg 440.12 tOllS,t and the BmaJh~st employed in ocean whalingwM

• Let Ilij examine IlOm<l of the scrimshaw work. We tind bn,mlsome writillg deBlt9, toilet lIOXCa, and workboxes
llliUle of ('Jreign WOOds, inlaid with h undr<.ldll of other l,iecell of precious wooilil of Va.riou9 ~ha!,e9 and ab.dee i erill.
bage boards =d eh_ boa.:rd9, inlaid with rare wood or mothet'-of-pearl i 'Work tabills for Indies, (of center talliea for
the whalllmlm'~pa.t'lor at home, veneered with mabogany and finished in the most QPProvoo Jlllwnllr; wall braclk.ets
and poek;)t6 made of ROot-in wood, walnut, or ma.hoga.ny; pietllI'll frames lI;ll....ie of ivory of the spetnl whil.lli weth or
walrus tllsk8; pho1;Qgl·8.l'h frllornOfl, maile of the same material, suspended upon two or three lln\lly -fini.3hed and highly
djJcora.ted w~II'lIII tuek8, rllady fur t.he photographs of thll ma.kllr, nwalt the wiIll or s'Woothoart when the ve.el returnR
tu ht'r hotlUl port j ca.nll~ made tlf ba.leen wrappoo spirally with highly polh,hed col'dB and lJt.rip.s Clf tllfl same, sur
mUllUUld by faneiful or grote!lqb!l deafWlB, carv",d from the t-QOth of the l!p6rDl whale or a 86etion of waJrns tllek; rnwM
mad", fnlllellgth from the ivory of the" p=" oftbe lIp0l'ill whale, turned and polhhed, with a hand-pieee of the
saUll'! material, and a fe:rrule ef copper or lJe1'htloplllliIver; Illln(lll ma.de ofthe tusk of the n&rwaI, or from the m.ekboD\l
of the shark-tbo ve~brll'lbeing ljtI-nng on an irou rod alid turned in a. lathe, or £rom a piece of wood of IlOJlle favorite
ship, tbe handle inlaid- with 11>01')1 or pe.arl; folding and expanding reels, or "8Wi:tl6," foJ: windin~ 'Y1Un, eleglWtly
llll\o(le of Atripa f)fivoty, and decorated- with bit!'! of gay-colored ribbon; whips made ±'rom the l<,lng elastio and gract>
ful.l.r tap6ring ll1ab& of lmleen: illleiul lLrtilll611 for the writing deRk, rnleI8, pen holdel'6, paper cutterll, as weUas butter
knives, ja.gging knives, ehoppillg knivell; flng".rring~, eollnr andaleev6 blltt,ons, bodkine, 'Waiab st=w..jewo:W-youkets,
ChlloJ'lIUi' fot wateh chacillll, J/liill<luic 6mblellls, I'llnall olocKs ...nd pnlleylI, man.rope sta.nchiona, 8pIieing fide, and small
t-oggles, made of iv01"y and bon~, and 1>anllUll other ilnplemente whose mention would fom too long .. list.

t M66!lD'l. Swift &; Allen, e<:>mmi&3ion rneroluUlU aud al>.i(l ownel'll of New Bedfo:rd, tell IDe that th~ 'Whaliug Wlll'lllll
of thld port o.re seldClm whol1~T tlwnodby their agent!!; but the agent iSllsuall)' the lMgeat owuer, a.nd l'lOllduots- th"
uusm- 4iFlJliIl'i' af the v_lou trommiMion without the aid of the otbflt OWTIlilrll. At pt'(l8ent, 188a, tb& .oDly iDeoI'"'
pornted whaling oompany tlmt they know of i.\l in San l!'t1lonci!;oQ ;it hllo.il tli. ateam wh&le1'8 and one ealling ve8l'if"J.
They tbmJr aU the otOOr whalers are oWll6d by indhi;iuah, 86Mom 11ll;!8 than th'(l, and o~n ten in number, and each
owofir, ho'll'evet IImali hie llbllte may be, 18 :rt.llIpOllolljble for any deficieney fin t.be pari oftbe-oth6'row,nm in tile pay.
Illent of the lIhip'lIbil.1tl or drafta dnring the Yoya~ Tbey alBo say tbaT kuoW' of all' hutanee WbClUwio Qwnetl!

who beld only one-lixteentll eooh had to make up fot the defieknciflfil of the ethen. At ~vineetow.\!."tbVOfllll&1&lLJ'll

owned for the llIost part by -pri'ta.te partie~. Perha:p9 fifteen or eixi;(,en atoekholder8llave- ",''lll4Dy ~«"pleoe8,"
M they~ oalIOO, !n 0116 1'-.1. When. the veue1 is at ht;r hOlM pol't the.,~ .isharagent i but .nna. '\"Oi'iIIIl one
of the resident owners, called the" lIhore Agent," on whom the oap1iB.in may d~ in toreip pcIl't6tarm~O!Deoe&

&a.ry supplies. ia appointed, whoae duty it is ill~.a.n buslue8lI~ted With Qle~L 'Thft,,;~•...m
at Se Franoieoo are a1IIo oWDed each by lI6nral partJ8li who hold 8lul.TeI, ud 8Wh :f'.se1 hN it.Gwu~" ,

~ Some IargeJ: Mam. YeeeMe hr.,", alDorl beieIt. addIld to tllfl. 4oot. 0!l,0 at. the8ej thtl ....~~i3aioJlJ,
waalost in l;he Aretie in l884. . .... _.. ',;:,.
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the schoone.r Union, 66.22 tons, .Most of the schooner;; and smaller vessels of the other classe5
were emplpyed in t,ile Atlantic Ocean whaling, while the large!'t and best equipped vessels were
sent to the Pacific and the Arctic Ocea.ns.

The typical whaler in the southern fleet may be a little old fashioned, :ulll perhaps a trifle

more rusty and greasy when on a cruise, than ber sister sLips in the merchant service, and beoom
ing well saturated in oil she lives to a gre,en old age, lmlt·s:,; some fatal talij:UHltl finds a Illaee

nhoard of her. She is heavily built" full bodied, with bluff bows, and lligb square stern, and

designed more for seaworthiness aIld carrying capacity than fur spt\ed or grgceful lines; consf'·
quently we do not :find in this fishery the graceful type of the modern fishing v08sel peculiar to tlle

Glollcester fleet. Some of the whaling 8chooncrs have tlle old poop deck and an after house for

the officers, but the tendenc~y ha~ been for man.y year~ to >mperscde the former by a fl.llsh deck,

and to place the quarters of the officers below. The sream whaler, howe,er, posseAses all of the

ad'-anta,ges and improvements that have lJei)n applied by modern I'CiCIlCC to Haval architecture" ,
The old whale ship;; freqnently cruised in unfamilia.r waterR and ';8ih~d unKnown and hostile
shores; they therefore adopted the plan of painting their sideR to resemble the ports of men

of.war, to give tbem a formidable appearance amI intimidate the natives, by whom the crews

were sometimes attacked. This custom is alse adhered to at the present tinH', but it is confined to
the old ships.

The vessels composing the present fleet may rougbly be divided into two olasses-tbe sailing

craft and steamers. Th,"" former, embracing vessels of all types ~xcept the sloOp, are employed in
the sonthern fishery, and the latter exclusively in the Arctic fish~ry. At the illception of open-sea

whaling, sloops, such as were nsed at that time in the coasting trade, were principally rclied upon;
brigll and schooners were subsequently introduced, and theM thf(ll;l t.ypes were mainly depended
upon nntil deep-sea whalin~ began; at which time larger .esBels were needed, aIld although ships
3Tld barks were employed, the former were more popular. At present there is not a sloop in the

Whaling fleet; brigs and schooners are employed principally in the Atlantic flshery and in the

lIlldson Bay region, ships and barks in the Southern Pacific, and steam btlrks in the Arctic

regions on the western side of the continent.

The Atlantic fishery was formerly prosecnted with, the smaller ela8R of veSRtlls known as "plum
pUd'ners," which made short voyages called ., plum-pudding voyages/, lea.ving their portll in early

spring, a.nd returning, if possible, before the September gah~8 "came on to blow j" bitt in Ilome
instances the crui8C8 were more extended. The crews tberefore had freHiJ proVision8 and an abun

dant supply of plnm puddingl or plum dn:lf; a kind of dish though sometimilil made of" Nantucket
raisins," that is,dried apples l bas always been relished by seafaring wen. ·lIence we have the

origin of the term "plum-pudding fleet.". A~ the fishery increased. in magnitude and importance,

and the green pBBtures of the vast feeding gronnd of the sperm whale iu the pacific were disclosed

to the whalem.en, the" plum pud'nem" of New Bedford gave way to larger vessels, principally ships

This tfuange brongbt iuystemof discipline in the whaling fleet. The master became a oommanderl

and oecupied.hie.ca.bin and state-room in the after part of the ship; the mated sud boat·steerers

aho livooaft, a.nd were not a.llowed to minglefamiliarly with the foremast hands; thela.tter bunked
and niea8ed in the fOl'eOO8tle and were not tolerated Bocially on the quarter d~k, and the former

name ofthe.fteet was tran8ferredto the schooners of Provincetown, whioh are still sometimes called

'~ pillm pQd'ners," thottgh the term is· now becoming obsolete. --.._-~--
• I have.bemt4idtbf; tn the oldProrlDoetown tleet the ..en had an. abundance of dtrll' and plenty of rAi8in-, 01'

oiherdried:ltialt;bi theNW·Beilfordownenfor ·&aiiaq'rMlIOm prohlbi1ed frnit, but Mn<Juoll6d tb6 IIIl8 of plain
dtrltj 1mtl~_1UIOD.·the· Maaw...applled to the PrQvlao&tow-n lIeet. '
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When making ber passage, a whaling vessel may readily he dil'tingnished hy ber large 'Wooden

davits and the unusual display of boats stlspended over bN' ,side, as well as by the sqrmre set,

bulky try,works on the forward part of her £leek, and by the pres,cnce of the large number of IIlen
uomprising lwr crew. When crui~ing for wha1£'$, i.n additiml til 1]H' aho\'{'-IIlC'nt.iolled peculiarities,

"he i~ rendered con~pieuoushy hayillgher sails l'Ihortened, filld men at her must·beads on the look
out for whales; or perhaps hy 1h(' ab.sellce. of a topmast whkh may have be£>ll sent below; or she
ma.y have " grease alongf;ide/' or !.loiling Ollt the oil, whieh last arl' unmistakable signs of her pro
f<.l8sion, Going abollrd ~Ilch l~ eraft, whell she is outward hound, or even on bel' home passage, ~'{)U

may be somewhat 8urprised t·o fiiHlltel' deck so frpc from oil, and that she is as clean and a-s ship.
f3:l:Iape It.'\ tlHl average IIwrc!Lautman. It is only w-hetl tlw whale is being cut in, or when the oil is

cooking, that we fiud her l1eclu; olUeetionahle. After tllese proct'sses; the first dntS of the whale·
men is to Berllb the dl'ck and wash tbe bulwar'ks, and between catelleRshe is as clean M any other

ve~sel. I llii\'tl seen tlie decks of sonw whalen; IImt lJad been SCI1lbb(~d uutil they were, as the

wbalemell expressed it; «( as white ;Hl chalk." As might be expected, her rigging, spars; and sails
may be somewhat begrilned with smoke from the try·works1 or perhaps her mainma8t and cutting·
falls may have a greasy appeara-nCi'; or probably be coated wit,1i pieces of black akin. On the home

pas~agt), however, the ship is painted, masts are semp~ll, ri~~ingoverhallled, and a new !mit of sails

bent; for the a>emgt' captaill takes pride ill going into bi" home port with all the becoming honors
alld dignity appropriate to the occasion.

TIle main hatch is used as It temr}Qraz~,'store-room for the blubber; and the fore, maill, ano
after hatches for stowing away provisioIlf! and I'lupplies at the beginning of the voyage and oil dur.

ing the voyage. A long, stout woodell strip extends fore amI aft inside the bulwarks on either
side of thC\ vessel. Thil'l is calleu the" lash rail," anu is pecllliar to Whaling vessels.. When cooling

the on to be ~towed ltWlt.r in thc hold, the casks are rolled to the side of the \'esse] out oftbe way
of tue bUMling aDIl hurrJ;ing gangs of men, and lashed to this rail to prevent them from 1'Ollin~

in hea.vy wcather. The main deek is a1 ways sheathed; an after house on Jarks and ships is built

o,er tbe quar~r-ll{'uk: for the transportation of sparll boats, aDd sometim'i'f'l a forward bouse is

erected over tbe try·works.

The terillS "blubber hunter" and" whaler." Bometimea llopplied erroneously to the mell

employed in this tishery by landsmen, are the legitimate titles of the whaling vessel. The yessel
also has a mnae, poouliar t,o 'Wbalerueu, which slle derives from. the number of boats carried Oll her
cranes, snch as a H tbI"eC boater," or "fonr hoater," a.nd SOme of the old Nantncket whalemen used
the name c. hooker."

ThA lluarWz's of' both the officers aud men 011 the larger ve.urelB are as cleanly as it is possible
to keep them during 11 v()ya~ of three or four years' duration. The ventilation beingdefectivc;
we m'lst expect an odor mor~ or less mephitic, to which, however, the men become accustomed
through the remarkable power of a&90ciation, Tbe quarwrl!J of IIDUle of the sc}woners, bow(>'f'f'l',

thllt I have seen. more e'speci:tlly the foreclWtles, which are filled by the m(»jt degraded t;ypes of
roan, were fairly reeking with filth, and tIle most abominable stench fairly arO,'16 through tbe (lorn·

panionwas in a. oloud of pntrid vapor. This should not euudemD all the. I';mall TCS8els, for tlJe

quarters on many of tbose I visited, more especially in the fleet ha.iling' from Provincetown, were

~8 clean I,)', comfortable, and hom€>Jike as on mOllt of the larger vessels of New Boofurd.

Formerly all the oil obtained by any oue vessel during her voya.ge, more especiaHy wben sbe·
cruised beyond the Wcstt>.rn Islands, WltM conveyed tu this CQuntry in her own bottom. Later,
bowever, it was lOu.od more profitab16 for the ,,·esse} to ship her cargo by retrm:dngwhalers or by
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common carrierl'l, and continue her >oyag-e in pursuit of OUHO'r whales. Oil shipp(',d in this manner

is known as .. freight, oil,ll to (1istinguish it from the oil tIle v(';;selIHm,elfha->; d(irived from her own

captures. A vessel may he 13 pokl'l1 at se,l, all d repf)rt 1,4,:!i:; barre! i' of sperm oil an d 380 barrels of
wIHtle oil, " all told," and ::;(I{) barrel" (If whale and Fin 11'11'1'4:']8 of sperm ,. 011 board." This would

make her total catch,.LI the timtJ sIll' was sJlokt',lI, 1,8U,) b;trl'els, 1,lu" of which amount had been

(;bippcd by another ve."s('1. Or a \,(''';:;1:'1 mH,y llrri'l''t' at IHw h'lme pori, and ilail for 1,2110 barrels;

lion barrels of thifl amOltnc may be freight oil awl bf\lonlIS to aJlother firm, llj)OIl which the owneri'!

of the ,(',,1'1'1 rpaIil"e illl'rely tlw cost, of tra,nsportat iou, awl tlw balallc/', 700 barrel"" tbl! property

of the vessel, upon wllieb her OWIH'j'.'; realize tlw lull mllrk~.t value.

Taking illtO cOllsideration the grl'ut distallOt'." lraYf'l'se(1 hy whaJitl~ ve!!sels l sometimei'! cir~

CUllln[l,Vigll,ting tIle glob.. lIming tiwir voyagf',',;; tile claIJg'('I'oui; localities ,isited in both the

lJOrthcrn and the soutllcrll lLemisrlu.'n', flw lrvlwheT'on.',; ('oral r('efS! and tIle insidious teredo of the
South Pacific, amI til(' clilllgeron,,,iec·fields of thv, Ardi(' re~ions; tile uHui:<llal risks to which they
are expOl'wd fl'om tIlfl lutHI'/' of their calling, ttw imminent dallg"f'r of ltttlwks on the part of

rev{'lIgeful and ferodolltoi w!Jalf's, Ol' of eomplet{, destTIH!t.ion b,'1' eonflagratiOlI througb fire communi"

eatea by the tr.v~work8, or b,Y the ad of incendiarism :It the hauds of mutinons crnwl', it is a, matter

of sllrprille that 80 few are 10M at R('fL,'" Ulllcl'R, how0ver, some fatal ta,lil;:Ulfl..Jl lJas fOllnd a pla,ce

aboard the whaler, bel' life Oll t1l(\ nn>I'age ii'! a,'l long as tbat of otb('l' ves,<::els emplo;wd in othf'r
bra-nelH's of tll(~ Rel'vie(>. '.rIle dQstroyillg' allgel; t1w emi"sary of three several wars; lIas done more

to annihilate onr wllalillg' fleet than all tlw f'lenwnts comlJiu(>u. Harassed a,nd alllIOJ'et] in iffl

infalley by the dE'predat,iolls of Frt'oeb and Spanish privah'cr" upon the English commeree in

174], when the fled was rxelutlf'd from tlw :,rrDundN of the Davis Strait fislH'rJ', anti cripph'll by
the Fre,nch priva.ooers in 17;jfj anll the em:;nillg' rears, it wal< again dflsIJoiled b" the French amI
Spaniards in 1771. I'araIJ7.crl by the RI·,t"O}Uti01l 7 it ilad scart~!ll'y reg'ained its footing when it was

exposed, in 1798, to the rav,1g'eS of the French pl'inJ.tee:rn, which ravages gavp ri~e i<ubsequently

to t.he French Rpl)liation elaiUls. It wag then kppt in a state of feveril'lh excitement and annoyance

nutil/jm:;t, prior to tho war of 1812, when the PHeiJic flet.'t was exposed to the depredations of the

Peruvian pirates, who pluudl'red the vessels and prevented them from entering Uhilian ports where
the fleet was aecul:ltollied to obtaiu it ... "recruits/'f The war of 1812 bUT/l.t upon the AillPriCRn

wlmling lIeet like an angry f4torm·cloud, and 1<0 di&l.Strous were the effects when the cloud passed

over, tbat, with the exception of a few vessels belonging to Nantucket, it lilay be said the whale

fishery was pract.ically abandoned; but the whu.letnen with their cImractmist.ic eUf'rgy built and

eqnipped other ve68el~, and when the late rebellion came upon us like a thief in the nigbt, the

majority of t.he VNJlllehl Wl~re scattered over tue seas ill all p,lrts of thll world; or, with a sense of

fieeurity under the American flag, those whicll were at that time in port were :fitt~d out and dis

patched on their accuHtomed voyag/:'lSj but. in both CaS(~8 they were exposed to the attacks of t,be

Alabama or Shenandoah, whose commanders lay in wait for tbem on the highways of commercp,

I1mI by making bonfires of Illome, attracted others to thB scene ill order that the..r migbtbe treated
in a similar manner. Dnring this war 80me of the ships were also transferred to the merchaut

ftCl'vice, and forty were purchased by the Government. and sent with the two" stonc fleets" which

Were sunk off the harbors of OharIesto-n and SavaJ:lnab to blockade these ports. Soaruely ha~l the

fleet recovered from the di8astroU8 effects of the rebellion when the news of' the terrible destruction

of the Aroticiie.et in 1871 reached our ears. Thirty-three vessels were crushed in the ice off Point

lle~h&', representing a loss that exceeded $1,000,000.

,: The 1'8&iler ill re:fetted to .. cit.pterof aellidllnt8, by Alex. StMbook, entitled" The Dangel'll of the Whale FiIlh·
el'y,tnBeportof~of FiAh and Fisheriea. PwtIV. p. 114 d.-q.

1Proviai0tis, snppUfl)l,. &0.



236 HISTORY A~'D METHODS OF TilE FISHERIES.

STEAMERs.-The American whaling fleet was composed entirely of sailing 'lNlsels until the
ha.zardous fishery of tb('AN.~tjc regions, as well as the ever-increasing dema.nd for quicker trips

from onf' whaling grolltld to another, and for rapi(l transportatio,n to market, suggested the steam
whalin~ Imrks HOW sllcuessfully used in the North Pacific. ~The first flteam whaler from the Unitetl
States was the bark Pioneer, 2]2 tons, Ebenezer J.\olorgan master. She was originally built at

Cbarlest()wn, "Mafis., &"l a Government traU1';port, <lnd rebuilt in 1865 for the whale fisIler,Y. The

projr~ctorsof this enterprise were :Messt's. Williams & Havens, of New London, UOUlJ., WllOSt:\ names

are prominently connected with the GriI.l,nell IoixpeditioTH'l. Tbe Pioneer sa.iled froUl her port April
28, 1866, for the Davis Strait fishery, and returned November 14, 1866, with 340 barrels of whale

oilllOil5,300 tlounds of bone. During her second geason, in Jul;y, 18m, !'Ihe was eruo;hed in the

ic(, and aha,ndollcd. I am ind\.lhted tf) lIr. John A. TilJbib;, collector of customs, New London,

COUll., for the above particulars in regar[l to the Pioneer. The bark Java, sailerl from New Bedford

Oetnber 2, 1872, with a, donke;y engille~ which was lU,;ed as a pow·er for hoisting purposes. This
gave rise to the report, whicb gained eurrency ill the tisbery, that sbe was the first steam whaler
from America; but, after diJigen t search, I am convinced tbat the Pioneer ha,s the precedence.

The most prominent -vessel of tIl is type, however, both so far as the initial step iu the North
l'acific is concerned, ali! well as in a historical point of view, was the late Rodgers, formerly the

Mary and Helen, which was lost in the ~arch for the Jeannette in 1881.
In ISm 'Villiam I.JCwiR, of New Bedford, a,s agent Bnd part owner, with others, caused to be

constructed a bark with all modern llppliances, inclm1ing auxiliary steam-power as a motor,
wbielJ, among other adYantage.s, enahled her to make quick passages in c:;,]ms, as well as ro pro

ceed throu,gh the icc at a rate of from 6 to 8 toiles per hour when necessar:;'. The- Bpace occnpied

b;r tIle boiler and engine waR about one-eighth of the vessel. She was also provided with a separate
engine forward for working the anchor amI rotating the windlass when hoisting in blubber.
She was christened Mar,f and Helen, in honor of the daughters of Edward HAAkell, and grand·
danghters of Alexander H. Seabury, who was "Iso one of the owners, all of New Bedford. Sbe

sailed from her home port Septembel' 12, 1879, and Was sent into the ice in ] 880 under the command

of Captain Lf'.a,nder O. Owen. After a successful cruise she was sold to the United States Govern
mmlt for $100,OOU, awlnnder the Dame of Rodgers })roceeded in search of the missing research
st-eamer ,Jeannette ltnd the whalers Mount Wollaston and Vigilaut. She went into winter quar·

ters at St. Lawrence Bay, Siberia, in 1881. On Noycmber 30 of that year, a fire broke oo.t in her

fore-hold and ::;he was abandoned. Her officerI'! and Crew were rescned by Captain Owen, her
former commauder, thon master of the I,;team Whaler North Star. The North Star, in a rwnarkable
succession of ~vents, was aftcrwards, dnring the same sell-Son, crushed by ice While cruising for

whales, at an almost totI111ol!i'l to her owner.'!. Immediately after the sale of Mary and Helen to

the Government, orders were given to build a twiu ship, and Mary and Helen (No.2) is noW afloat
in the wbaling service. .She is a counterpurt of her predecessor.·

-The steamer Bowhead, r,u:J tons, lost itl the Arctic in 1884, waR in her day the large.t v_I afl.oatlll the whaling
!lerTiet'. The Mary oml Hden (No.2), 508 ton.., ranked n"'tt in lIize. The Orea, 400 tons, of San Francllleo, ill /lOW
the lal"h<e!lt stllam whalel', all,l the Llltl·et.ia, 276 tons, of New Bedfurd, the Ilmallest. Eight ateam wha1efB .$1'6 now
employed; six of them hail froUI &loll Francillco IIlld two from Now Bl!dford.

The following particlllJullrellpecting tho dimen~ioll8 ll,n,l the COD8truction or fohe present staam whalere ",err
supplied by Me8>l"3. Goss, Sllwyer and Packard, Ba.tll, Mo. .

Length between perpendiculars, lW feet; length over all, 160; breadth or beam,31tfeet; IUId deptbofil;Tlll, IG·leet ;
ronIlo,ge, 5U! tons gl'uae and 34'3 Wn~ net. The engine!! are single, direet.-~ting,witoh tWOboilfll'lll tlfth&8eOwh type,
Either anthraeite or bituminous coal may be lisen; 7 toMa.t'e oolllmmed in twenty-four boon' flteaDtmg;:'.tb6rat6 of
speed is about 10 knots an honr. The propeller ill nOIl-b"isting, hall two bladte<:s, andilll;rulde ofyel1ew.alotaL ··In the
ice it is prot.el:lted by the 8temand MIMei' poIlta, the blades being in aline. The planking le oC OIikanaJe1w"" plne
The OOW isllhea.thed with~hth.Glf an inoh yellow metal, aJ:ld 801idlytiinbieNc1. hoviIloriii ale.6i...,. fm!tidrl'Y
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England, however, preceded the Uniwd States in the use of steamers in tbe whale fhll.tery.
She dispa.tched a vessel of this characterto Davis Straits in 1857, a note of whieh event was made

at the time by Olle of our Eastern papers.· Mr. Southwell records tl.tis event, together with other
itell18 of interest. in connection with thl; seal fiOlbers" which I quote in full. Be ~aSs:

'I Steam was first introduced into the whale fuhery ill 1857, wLeu the irOll ~team8hi!1 IIlIlUit
was sent out to Davis Strait, and tbe following- spI'ing IILe proceeded to tae Greenland !:'leal fishery,

returning to Peterhead after a vO~'age of three week8 with 150 tuns of oil. Her success raised

the cupidity of the iron steamship owners of Hull a.nd Neweastle; and a.s the Baltic, where most
of these Bteamers were employed, ii:! often closed duriug t,be months of Mareb and April, it is not
surprising that the prospect of earning snme £10,000 in about tbirty da.VB wa;; jl'l'('sistible to them_

The consequence ofthia waB that iu 1859 tift,y-twQ vessels were J-riug" ill Bressa,y Sound, bound foJ'
the seal fishery. Sodiflicult was it to make up theil'complerncnt of mell that SOme of the vess('.l,,,

had to go on to Orkney to complete their ereW8. The result of the voyage has bl'en given ahon~.

"Iron 1lU>,awllhips, bowe'-el', had but a short rcigu. In dUll CQun;e tiJtW sailed, but some nevel'
returned. Meeting with rough weather several of' them eame in contact with the ice, and the
Empress of India, the Rooruit, and the Jonuit went to tlte bottom. Sillce this diMstrouS voyage

(with one exception, the River Tay, from Dundee, whicb met witha like fate in Davis Strait..g in 1868,

her first year), uo iron steamships have ventured to brave the thick-ribbed ice.

"Th~Dl1.udee 'Whaler 'ray, a fulle.d.rit:a;ed ship of 600 tons, VilIS fitwd with an auxiliary screw
in 1858; and the introduction of st~am soon proved so advantageous that new wooden f:l'ellm ~ \'e.uwls

were speedily bllilt~ a.nd the old &ailing vesl,;els convetted, 80 that in 1869 the whole of the Dundee
fleet, were 8CI'ew-steamers. .At first the crews of the steam·w8l'3t.-ls, from want of knowledge of the

habits of their llrey, were l\ot very succeasfltl; but after a time it was disco\'ered, that if the seal!;
were sighted in the water and followed till they took to the ice to produce th('jr ;rollIlg, b;\-" allo\\-i.ng
two or three days to ela'Ilse, they became so reluctant to desert their otlsllrillg that both parent
and young fell easy viotims. The men were tben let loose, and shot down eyery mother seal whicb

Yelltured upon the ice to suckle it!> young or e\'"en Ilhoweu its head uhm:·e water; the 'Young seals

bein~oflittlevalue so early in the season were <1llowed to cra.wl away and die. It need hardly he
said tbat this mode of hunting the seals simply meant extermination, and rapidl~· l)roduc~)dmost
d i<l:1/ltrous eft'e<:ta." t

OUTFITS FOR A. WHA.LING VOYA.GE.-Wheu a whaler goes into commission, she is overhauled

inside a.nd Olit; her rigging is flet up, new sails are made and bent, and the wood aud iron work

is painted. If an old v6lffiel, sllfJ ma,~· 00 heeled over~ liud hel' bottom and sides pI anked. and ealkel1 j

old masts are nnstepped and new ones pnt in, and the spars and }'iggiug critically examined.
IIleantIme the cooper has taken measurements of the ship's hold, and hili gang of men are busily

lliell in the llTeW, &ud the qnlU"teftl are heated by pipe" leading from tb", boil!)rs. 'fbe Thrasher, to wbir.h the above
1lleOl1luf(I.ll).cmtllreful', wMm \..8.l>t !tellrn wh.a.ler ()Ilrultrll.eW, lOud i" tb.~ 1ll(J!\t cOUlI"lete in her c(l,utpm.mt. She b.a;;

patel>t try-workll alJ,d iron ta.nkll in th.., lowllX hold; her tlngin6il are ~llip:le, direct-wtilig, with jmlependent cond"n6er
~nd pnwpt.. Thll eylindllN M'll 211 by 36 inchea. Thi~ type of euirilla is, in the opinion Clf the firm, better adapted
tor whllolinll; pu~ thant~ eoropou:nd. eng1lle, tl.lld mot" e.u:>l"\omics.\. The OO'li' "f the "l'hrll.;ll..,T"i1> prowctOO and
6tl"ellb>thanedin evaryway polS8tblll, and the VlllIlle1 ill a great improvomeJ1t 011 the Ilooamerll Mary and Helen, Bl;lvooel't',
and North Star, ....hich were a1Ilo bUilt by th:i8 flnn for the Arctio whale f1.~hery.
, • W!U.l.Ol& BY ~.-1Jnrlng the pt'6lltlnt ytlaT, II't~Dlenflt'tfldwith the screw have for the:first {,iUl<l beOl> eug-age;:l
l.U the Greenland flderiea:&om EnglanoL La8t month an iron v6IllWl of 600 oon6, fitted with a propeller, left the Trno
~Qt Davis 8t~te, and It ill anticipated that ~he will be able tCJ penetrfltte many of the hauntll of tbe whale llond II6al
In the 8llYillhaya 8n4.l.nlebi into whiCh Bililing vlMIIMlls are unable to find their wa)'.-GWilcUtM' Te1.rgrapk, JMtltJ 17,
1807. .... .

F- tOn~ IlNkeil or iiol;lil~l:lO&l'lWh~(~:IH~tw.). &a1& and the Soal Fish"'IJ" By Th~maB.&tu~w<'l11,
~. 8. '.read 19th Deoem.ber,lR. pp. 448-489; ~printoo. from the T_tJ.:ma of We Norfolk and lSorwlcb:NatursJ

8tcittt" V9l. ill.
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engaged pounding away at the enOTlIlOUfl Ci1sks in a neighhoring t;bop. While the ship is " abeam
emlM," and the carpenters are pottering away at her bottom and "ides, there is little of interest to

the outsider. But when she has been righted upon an (wen keel, and the carpenter8, (',aIke1'1',
painters, riggers, and blacksmit,h,,; swa·rmed about bel' gidl:'l';, d~ck!,;, alHI lllasDl, tll.e scene become8

a lively oue. It is not, howevlJ!', until the mechanic,; have progresE;e~ far enough ill their different

kinds of work to permit Ule approach of the stevedure l with his troup of ncver·-tiring lonp;sbol'l~'

men, with their iucCtSsant tramp, tnnnl', tramp, up awl down the gang·plallk, carr:rillg' pal.lka~t:s

of provisions of all kinds, that the actual busy scene commences. Duriug the operation of nttiug
ou~ a whaler for a four years' \'oyag'c, her wharfprC8elltos a scmI(' of unusual bllstll' alld aetivit.y ; <J ud

wben ODe sees tbe vaost amount and v,trietr of IH'ovi:;ion8, amI th(~ great qualltit.y of dowcstie lltell

sils stowed awa.y in tile different parts of the "hip, the idea of housekel~pingon a gigantic sealt~

naturally osuggests itself. The IOllg r~ki8h oiljigger!l; llra,wn by two stout horses, come rumbling

andjoltiIlg along, lad~tJ witl1 oil"c,asks, try-pots, euttillg-tacklcs, blubber-hooks, and other heavy
articles; tlte light jobhing: wagons, witlt parties who are interested in fittIng tbe vesl;el or, perhaps,
filled witu provisions or- clothing, drh'e along cautiolll:lly, keeping clear of the strong wheels of the

jigger; light eXprl'8i:l wagons, with pa.ckages from Boston or elsewhere, endeavor to deliver their

loads and get awa.r; wagons of all descriptions-from shoIJs, rotores, factoriesJ and warehouscs,
representing almost every bmuch of the IntIl1striee:;, basten to deposit theil' load~ and depart,; /)j"

perhaps the outfitters, (,WIler,;, or agelH or the Vl'-.Sl'lC!, in their light alld 8tylLsh huggies or car·
ria-ges, pen;ist in threading- their way carefully throngh the blockade of incoming and outgoiuJ,X

wagoDs, to see what is going Oll, or tc gin:l an ordel' to the" 8hil)·keeper" or "boss stevedom."

Letter·calTiers hasten to deliver their mail, and the 8wiftl~' rUliningWestern Ullion Telegra.pb

00;1'8 bUilt in vain the owner,; or agent. In the mean time, also, comes the long skeletou boat-wag-oll}
drawn by one horse; cOJ1sisting of a ligbt ntliuiug gear with 8lcnder upright n,<JUrYcd ;1rmi:l extem]·
ing from t,!.lC axles and embradng the whale-boat as it is transported from tIle shop to the vessel.

The uutfitll for a whaling voyage cl)I1sist of the ordinary vessel 8upplie8, provisions, clothing,

domest.ic utensih" carpentere:;" 00('1ICfS\ and black8mitb~l tools, apparatus for the capture of the

Whale, tor removing the blubher alld hoi"ting it in, for preparing it for the try.works, and for boil
ing out the oil, and for 8towing tlle oil awa~'.

The oil-casks must be stowed away carefnlly and compactly; and in order to economize spam",

they are filled with salt w",ter, both to b",llal:lt the ship aud to preserve the wood; witb fresh water
for the ship's usc, provisions, clothing, and other tlupplies; comdsting of the heads and hoops of

other casks, !:'ipare sails, and cordage. To convey au intelligent account of the maUDer in which
thl\ hold is broken out to stow down a f,lI'(~ of oil a.t sea, it will fir!lt be necesllary to de!illl"ibe tlle
manuel' ill which the casks are stowed away at hOllie. Oil-cai:lks are alway,s stowed lengthwise, or
<lfore and aft," aM it is called, and never athwartships, with bung·holes up.* The largest ewsks

are laid oft' in the ground tier, and filled. with fresh warer from the Acullhnet River, b.V means of

a flexible hose attached to a h;rdra-llt on the wharf. 'fhe water is then "salted," about three pecks

of salt being the proper amount tbr a 44-inch cask, and proportionate quantities for the other
sizes. 'l'he manner of stowing awaJ,the riding eask8 i8 practically the same on all of the large

vessels belongillg to New Bedford; but the positions of the casks wWch contain fresh water and

other snpplies val"j' to a large extent, depending upon the desires of the master and upOn the 8ize
of the vessel. It is important that the ftMh·wltttJr casks should be stowed in accessible pla.OO&
-~-----_.~~--------_., .._--_._._- _ __ .._---_ _. _.•..- .._ _._._.~-,-------.......,.--

• ,. Bung up o.ud bilge fre,)" ill the ExoeleioE gf the whalclIlau in stowillg bill cargo. Thill exptel:!aiOQ.; originally
"'PPliedto a wGll-tloored CMk, baa becomo an idiomatic phrase as applied to Ilper80n iil good h6,u,lthorin a~Olill
oondition. .



THE WHALE FISBERY. 239

Sometimes IIU of the riding casks contain i'rN;h water, aJld all fast as thoy aTO em.ptied they an~

either filled with oil, if tIle \'essel hus .,greass luck," or, if llot, witll salt water from overboaru to

pre-'Wfve the woou, to pl'event tnerll from falliug to pieces ,md to hallast the ship. 'fwo large
ta.tJko;, wit.h a caJlacity of from 50 to 100 barrel" eaeh, were forllled,}' used on the largeRt ship» for
fresh water. At; pr&\ent some of our northern barks have sucl! tallko;; hut as a smaller claM of
Vl;'1',>;\:'1;,; is lK1W t'lllpluyed iu the lilluthern tislwri\.''tI, HIe clllltaiu'tl, th<mgu they aPlwedate the con
n~uilJl1Ce of llUclt reccptades, fHel that they caIlnot spare the "p,Wtl these taub; would occupy j

therl'fol'e tho oil<c~",ks are temporaril~' utilized for the plU'pose. '''he.!l tlw large full-I'igged !ShillS
WelC fttted out 1l:om .Na·utuckct anti :New Bedford threto tier~ of cal>kl.\ Wt~'e :;;.towetl ill thb lowt~r

LollI; but the present vessels, l'Vtlfl of the largest ~ize, IIlUl !Stow only two tiers in the lower Lold

TLe largclSt vcs"eJ..;j were mted a/S "three·tier ships/' and the SUHlllcllt;].OI "two-tim' t'!hips.') III tilt)

fOfllleJ' claOls the groun(l-ticl' casks were always 8a~ted j some of tlw Heconll-tier casks were flllell

witlJ salt \Va·ter and Some with fi:esu water, and tho».., in tlw third tiel with fred.l water, haru
bread, slops, shooks, cask·!lead>J, and other supplie>J pot illlmcdiatdy IWI.'Ut:ld. Although tue

grtlunu caskJ:l iu a modern" two-tier' Sllip'" are usually filled with salt water, the;y IDa,Y somctlnws

be filled with fresh watet; thn secoud tier contains fresh water and nOle!' drs and wet sllpplies.

III t.his tier the shooks, »pam headi:l and hoops of the oil·casks ma;y be /Stowed forward of tIre fore

hatch j packages: of meat, molasscs, alllI otller pl'o.-isi0118 abaft the mainrn:wt, and fr~h water
forward of the foro lJateh, Between deck!:! thc c~~sks art:! ullualJ,y stowed" ou the ht:ad." Tucj"
\',\}lJtain a geneml a8'60rtmel.\.t of l>U1p'l:l l?tOl~". Tue t)W,pty calOk,; a.m carriml under the mall.\. bah~h.

'l'be forll-hold abreast, the hatches COlltl~iIlS a miscellaneous assortment, and oftcn in the illOl;,t dire
('{Infusion, of cutting-gear, such as blocks, falls, hooks, chains, and toggles, spare rigging, spare

1"Ot8, old craft, or junk, and bears the same relation to the ohip tha.t the garret does to an old

dwelling-boose. LUlUber~ oars, sp<tre harpoou poles, and boat boards rna.}' be stowed between the
carlincs Oll (J.tl.eh 8ido of the vC8sel between the fore and main hatch ways, The small stores, tobacco,

~()UPI canned moats l\nd ,,-egetables, a.rticles for trade, duplicate llUl'pOOns, and otIler similar ma
terial may bfl stowed in the run.

There ate two ways of stowipg ca.sks, tecbnically known us stowing "bilge and cuntline,"
and" stowiDJ::' square tiel''' j both processes being tlSgentilll in fitting shill. The process of st.oWhlg
tue (\a2!{s, wl1en fitting a 8~ip for the voya.ge and when stowing down the ()il iB practi~"l\J t.ilt

same; theprillciplll difference is that, with the exception of the ground tier, which alwa;rs receive!'

the lltriotest care and at,teution ill both cases, greater care is taken. ill "cl.lOcking oft' a hold" than
with. tmpplies.

BroID the time the vessel arrives at her wharf until l"he llails, unless she is laid 1111 for a coo
8it.lerable letlgth of time, she is in charge of a ship-keeper, who h<iS absolute control. He nc\'cr
leave!> his post of duty or relinquilShes his command nntil tbe vessel leaves her whart The da.r

of sailiug is made a das of rejoicing and festivits aoo9.rd the whaler. The day befor~ her de

parture the crew are sent aboard; the vessel leaves her w.1Ja.rf and swings into the stream and
anchors to prevent the crew from going ashore. The v;hale-boats are sent (lut to the shill, and
hoisted on tbe ~ane&. The nm JUornin-g, the t1,Q,i1in-g day, th~ OW1l0N. willi a goodly number of

iuvitedgllests go aboard j the swm-tug "book.s oil" aDd the vessel is towed ont of t,he barbor,

and wen out to l:il'>a. The O'IVDel'$ and guesta, the staS-1l,t-bomei> aD a pleasure trip, n·m M jolly

as can be, and the whalemen who are. to endure the b~rdsbipsof a long voyage aft'ect an air of
jollity,bnttheir countenances belie it. There is an a.bnndau08 of eatables, wines, and cigars; it
ia a g&lad&y, and ev'ery ODe is free to tniugle with the happy crowd of smiliIlg faces &Ild to par-
take,of the SooQcbeel' of the oooaaion. .
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Towards night tho guests are transferred to the tug, the lines are cast off, and with fal'Elwell
greetings of good hwk, anti a hoi~t('rou" hurrah, t.he tug steams back to the barbor of New Bed~

ford; the whaler hmJ,tl>i fl)r till) Pacific, anu the "baleman realizes for the first time, pel'haps, that
he if; just commclleing" a voyage of four year,,' dnratiou; but h~ {w\~ tha.t the U\)pl\;ll.jill,utne13S of
leaVing home has been tempered by a warm" seud off" of l'ril'lHls and acquaintancel; who bllNe

ll.ecompanied him at Iew,;t part oftbc way.
,

::l. 'I'HE WIIALE-EO.t\.T.

G~N};l1AL DEsCf,rPTION,-The vessel being too large to.tako an active part in the captu\'o of

the wlmle, carri;;s boats to the crui;,;ing grounds and sends them oft' to kill tbe cetacean and to
bring back its body. The wbale·lJOat, therefore, beoomes the most importaut factor in the captur;,J.
Owing to its unparalleled l:leaW()rtl.J.illl~S" antI peculiar adaptation to the whah\ fishery, this type of

boat lias been elIlj:lloyeu ill almost, its present shape for over a century. It was formerly Ll clinker

uuitt"; a term arising- from the l10ilJC made when going through the water i but u.s the whale"
grow Wll.I'J', it was found ummit:thle, and therefore a lSmooth-boitomed boat, t.o, glide cOlhparatively
noif\ele8l:lly upou the 11lli3U"IHlCt'illg fLnitnal, was 8uggested and finally aUopted. .As thil:l kind of

(JrJ,ft nHlst he propelled baekw,wd, tile moment the harpoon is dil,rted tIre stem al.iOuld necessarily

be-lSharp. It. i::i therefore a " dOllule ellth'r,J; progrestih'e motion btlillg obtained with equal facility

by either head or ::item- The boaJ" originally built for the whale fishery were heavy, ullwieIds,
and much shorter amI narrower than those of the l,resent; but it i/O very generally conceded from
the outset that they weTe made sharp at both ends. The.y bad round 01' cauoe bottoms also, and

werb lnade without center·hoards.
BOAT EQUI1'M.ENT.-F~\w people outside the wbale fi~hel'Yhave an adeqnateidea of the number,

chal'.'1crer, and varieties of jml,lenwnt~ of all kinds cmplo,Ycd on the ,,'ariQu,s VCIlIle!S efJgaged in

this indu::itry, \Vhen w(\ look iu to a. whale-boat \'Vbich is almost filled wi ttl uteu6ils scattered here

and there, we naturally teel slightly incredulom" when we are told that l'Iix me.n must get iuto it
before the. outlit Ii! cOilll.letoo.. SUdl a ;;rl~ft ~lJ.Q\1-ld. of cou.l'~ C~1'"~' fiotonly aU tho lnt;,trumeots

reqUired for the capture, and for workiug the boat, as welt as tb?Be lleCessar.r for the comfort of
the mon When separated from the Hb.ip, but other instrument<! which ma~: be termed acc0S/ioriel:l.
We have in !mch It boat t>ix long OMIj, the largest a.nd hea.Yiest u:>ed .steadily in allY branch of the

service, varying from 16 to 22 feci in .length j six paddles; two tubs, one of them almoQt as Il\fga

as an ordinar;r waSh-tub, for tbe wilale.lines j one bucket for wt,ltting tllt,~ line tAl pre~entfrietion

wheu carried out hy a wludo; one Woml<:rl keg for fl'ooh water; one IJ.iggiu for bailing the boat; ODe

utensil, in the shape of the frll8trurn of a cone, termed the lantern-keg, for the lantern, tinder·box,
matches, candles, pipes, tobacco, liard brel'd, &c... one drag, or· i drug" lU> it is called, to impede
tbe motion6 of a wOUlllletl whale or c.a,lf'j a" blackfiSh-poke" and lleveral 8lDall fiags with very IQtlg

polel:! for H waifing" deau whales; 8tlveral pairs of oanvas nippers for handling' the Whale-line; one

boat-hatchet for cutting harpoon handles from dead whales and other pnrpogesj onefog.horn; tWO

knives to cut the Whale-line lIhould it "null" or foul when fastened to the whale; one bomb-gan or
a darting gun; a bag containing bOlllb·lanOOll; f1.-ve or ll.ix harpoons; three ha-nd-la-nOO8; a.boat-spade

for cutting holel! in the lips of the whale to re(lve the tow·rope; one large maat,a wainaaU, fIJldjib.
We 8bould ultlQ remem lIer that the boat has II cell tel'"board and fiV"e thwarts which tNu;ll,lp eon-aid

erable room, and 300 fathoms of whale,ljDi~, a portion of wbich mu~t baled-bo_th .folV1 am) &it over
the (JafS, and around the loggel'headro con..wauicate with the harpoon-S. Yet wlwDthe. ,OOltt ill

lowel'll'd from the aide of a vessel, every man takes hi,s place, and jlhe lIiki.m8overthe~a.terwithollt

the leaat ooufu.sion, provided ';h6 mell are tr~ituxl.
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The harpoou", haud-lanc-cti, ,uHl uoat·spades, are usnall,V called "craft," and tbe other imple

ments .. gear.n .Bach boat has its own crew, cOllsisting of the "heauer,"''' steerer," and four oars

men, and its own gear and craft.

DUfEXSlOXS OF THE WllALB-BOAT.-Accordil.lg to early reeonlc; tlle length of tile whale-boat

used in 1724 wac; 20 feet; and from the statemcntii of our o!l]e"t builders we h.,arn that it was
increased to 2<1 feet, before 1800. :Mr. ,Tames Beetle, of New Bedford, tells me tllaf, ill 1827 be
huilt boats from 27 to 28 feet long, and thrrt the~- remained of thio:. length until 1840. :Meantime,

however, the boats carried bS the smaller class of Tessels were 25 feet long. Dnring' t.he decade
of 1840-','iOrtlr. .Beetle made wualo·hoal.s 3u H.·et long, with 7 llUliing oa1'l\, for the whaler Sallie
Anu, of New Bedford. That vessel used the boats in Delago Bay wIwHng", but, they were employed

ebiefi.y for towiug ant} were fillalI~· condemned, being too heavy amI unwield~·. JtIr. George W.

Hogers, boat-builder, of New London, tk'1ls me that he ronde 9-oared whale-boat!' 38 feet loug, 6

feet beam and 2 feet and 2 inches deep amidships. Tbefole boats were, used by the ship Hannibal,
of New Loudon, Captain 1{oyce,. for captnring Rulphur-bottolll whalefi near Spit.zbergen and Nova
Zcmbla. These. however, I'tre exeeptionalleugtbs. In IH6(l, when tbe Arctic fisherJ- mude a suc·

cessful footing, the length of the whale-boat WilN inen.':),sed to 28 and 29 fee-t" and since tbat time

HI ~~O and oceasionally to ~n feet. The 28 and :W foot, boats are now more generall.r used. and it

m'l:;' bl! said that t,he large.st boats are IIsedin tUI' An~tie fisbeQ-. and tbe smallest ones in the
Southern fishery. The small schooneI''' generally carry 28-foot boats. lIr. Elmll Leonard, boat
lmilder, of IJong Plain, :i\la.ss., tells me that tlJo usual dimensions of whale-boats are as follow!'::

The ~8·foot boats are 6 feet 2 or 3 iUJht'l; wide a,ntl ~G inches deep; thf' 2~.I·foot hoats, 6 foot 4 or

r. incbes wide and 27 inches deep, and the 30-foot boats 6 feet 6 iuebe-s wide Il-nd 27 or 28 incbes

deep. He also tells me that he has made whale-boats 30 feet (j inches loug, 7 feet wide, and 28
inches ueep, but the lal'gn boats are not popular. Capt,. J. \-V. Beaty, in 1880) scnt me thefol
lOWing dimensions of the Provilwetowu whale· boat: Len g-th Oil top, 28 feN,; length on keel, 20

fnet; keel, 4 inches in rocker; width of boat, 5 feet 8 inches; depth,26 inches. Forts-eight timbers

are used iu the straight-keel boa.t, and fifty-eight in a center-board boat. The keel, gunwales,

timbers, stem and stern post, ure made of the ooo:.t white oak, and the outside planking of half
inch white eedar with galvanized fasteniugs. The boat has two sets of ribboD.s made of oak,
and twelve knees made of white oak or hackmatack steamed.

BOAT WORK AND MATERIAL.-White oak, ;yellow bark or graJ- oak, cedar, spruce, and
llorto.ern pine are employed in the manufacture of the whal('l·boat. ~f1'. Jame8 Beetle, of New
Be-d.ford, the oldest whale-boat builder in America, speaking of the N(lw Bedford boat trade, tells

me that the white oak, from which the stem.s and the timbrl'S a'l'e wade, and the cedar for the
planking and ceiling, are obtained principally from Bristol COUllty, Massachusetts; the yellow

bark oak, although found ill Massachusetts and Rhode Island, i8 for the most part obtained from

Connecticut, in the region botween Hartford and Norwich. The hoat·builders claim that Ul(J

timber from that section is ootter suitod for their work as it is free from knots for It length of 30

fcet or more. Oedar is invariabl;y used for the strakes. It is not so hard as oak, but mom il urablc;
and although it j' aplinters ,.. when dry, it is tongh and leathery when wet j besides it has the noc-
eIlliary qualification of lightness. .

THE SAIL AND SP¥ED OF TilE WH.A.LE.DOAT.-The locomotive appliances of tho whale-boat

are commOn to all small craft; embracing oars, sails, and paddles. The steering-gear consists of
an uIlusually long andhea.vy oar and a liKht rudder; the former is used when" laying the boat

ou the whal.e,:" and the latterwben sailing free. The tireless, nOTeroomplaining motor, steam,

has.been emplOyed in the larger craft, each lUI launebes and schooners, for" going on to whales,"

~EO.Vj 'VOL. u-16
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but, for rea.<;;OllS which we shall presently have o(,AJa~iOll to mention, it haa never, as a rule) come
into general use. Few sails were used in whale.boats in early day!', but now tbe~T are exclusively

used. The mtH of ..peed varie,~ witu l1ifterent bflats. "'-'-halewen ~ake pride in ha,ing a fast l3ai ler,
and as it is a difficult mattt:'r to eomhine both sailing amI pulling qualities, they I,refer the former
in all ca.'lCs. The prf1Sellt boat is capable of making about 7 ·or 8 knotR per hour in a smooth 5~a

with a good fresh breeze well aft on the quarter. Under 6txoraole oonditions BOrne whal('IDen

claim a speed of 8 knots under Rail and otbers 10; but from 4 to tI knots per hour perhaps would
be a fair average when down for whales. SaHs are invl.\1'iably ne.w. in connection with the pnddl~s

\vhenever the wind gives a rate of speed of about 2 miles a.1l bonr in approaching a whale, a.s the
boat moves much more qUi(~tl'y under sail tban when propelled by oars. As to the speed by Wea.tlf1

vf oars, It well·tra.ined crew may in smooth water pUll at, the rate of 5 knots an hour during tbe

first hour when !()wered from the ship, but generally theJ do not, make wore than 4 during the
8roond. Pulling to windward with 8,. fair breeze, tbe:r would probably make abont 4, knots an hour;
with a. Kreen crew probably not over 3 knot-B.

THE LIPE OF A WEALE-BOAT.-As to tbe durability or life of this kind of boat I should sa;y

that some vessels retarn with the /lame boat"l they took out, which 11l1vel however, rw.dergoue mally

repairs during the voyage; but usually t.be boats aro 1;0 much disabled in the ll.ervice Qi$ to render

substitutes imperative. One of the moRt de8tr~cti'Ve agents is the flukes of the whale. In the
Arctic regions the boats are frequently st,ove by collision with ice. As a rule, however, they sufil:lr
the greatest damage wben hoisted and lowered to and from the vesRel, particularly in rough
weather. This has a tendency to split the strnkei;l) break the gunwalea, and raek the boat to
pieoos generally. Towing dead whales to the ship also weakens tbe boat and sometimes" stamM

the nails.
THE OO.LO:& OF A WlULE·BOAT.-Wl!t\D flniBhed the boats.are geneI'ally painted white unless

otherwise ordered, since this color is more popular. But the color depends upon the localities
in Which the ahip is expected to Cl'Ilise; for example,Jhe boats used abollt the Gulf Stream are
sometimes paint.ed of a leather Of salmon tint, and others may be painted of a lead color or a light
blue. White is preferable in the Arctic regions as it a.ssimilates to the color of the ice and dimin·
ishes the chancee. of " gallying" the whales. Some builders simply prime the boats and the whale
men paint them OIl buard ship. The top stra,ke is usuaHy ofa color differing from that of the re6t

of the b~a.t; it ia green, black1 or perhapa blue, depfmdent upon the fancy of the officer in charge.
Previous to 1818 I am told it WlloS not customary to paint whale-boats at all; they were, however,

pitched with bot resin.
TJm WEIGHT OF TaE WRALE.BOAT.-M('lSAr.ll.. Reeves and Kelley, boat·buHdera of New

London, t~ll me that the boat8 of their manufacture weigh from JJOO to 550 poundllo. The whale
boat in the U. S. NationaJ Mus6um, the gift ofMeRSrs. I. H. Bartlett & Sons, ofNew Bedford, weighs,
with tbe maflt.'l, sails j oars; B·nd allm>t'.R.BIl&l'JT apparatus of ca.pture and acceasories, 1,028 ponnds.

If we add to the above the weight of a crew of ~ix men, we aha.ll haYe the 8V'8l'3ge wcigbt of ll.

whale-boat when e,ngaged iiI the capture.

TIm PRICES OF THE. WRALE-1WA.T.-Inl880, the 2&.foot boats sold fur .00 and-the3().foot
boat. for .100 eacb, at New Bedford; at Provincetown the price w3sfroD;l Ino to .1~O. each.
When the smooth-bottom boats were 1it1it made, the difference in price b&i:Meen them and the lap

streak boats was '10 each in favor of the furmer.

TBA1fflPQRTATION OF BOATS ON WHALING VESSELS.-ShipB and barks in the wbale&hetY
carry four boats for immediatec use, And two or p6l"hap& three-spare boottl; -th.e toi'Dier .00 the
cnmea Bnspendoo oat-board and the~r witb reversed. OOttoJmlla8hed to theafter.~khoose.

. ~ .. , .. '
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TheRe ve~selfi are denomilluwd "fonr-boaters," and carry one boat on the starboard side and

three on the port. The Arctic stcarners, howe\'er, caTry five boats on the cranes,· two on the
fltarhoard and three on the port f;ide. S<\hooner;, and brigs carr,)' from two to three boat-s for
immediate use and a spare hoat at the sterll on prqiceting timbers ealh-d "tail feathers." The cap
tain's boat (flO caned from courtesy and habit, but usuall;y headed by the fourth mate) occupies ita
pOflition on the starbOR!d quarter; the mate's boat-on the larboa,rd t quarter; the second mate's
hoat at the waist, and the third mate's boat on tlle larboard bow. They are familiarl)- known as

(1) the starboard. (2) larboard, (3) waist, and(4) bOW-boats. Stearn barks carry a fifth boatt on the
fltarboard bow. Boats are not carried at the Btarboard waist, as this portion of the vessel ill u.aed
on all whalers, for cutting in the whale.

On a three·boat ves!'\61 the captain has the starboard boat, thf' first officer the port·quart<lr

boat, the Sf:ICOnd officer the waist boat, and a third man is f\hipped as a "third mate and boat

!\teerer," to take charge of the captain's boat or to 8teer the captain as the case way be. On a two
boat vessel the captain has clJarge of the starooard boat and the mate the port boat. The boats

are lowered from and raised to the parts of the ship in the order just refeITed to; but on short

vessels the third mate's boat may be lowered from the starboard side, forward of the waiSt.

The manner of transporting the boats for active use to the whaling grounds is by means of

davit8 and cranes. The principle of suspension is common to aU vesselR; on whalers the boats
are invariably suspended outboard. The attention of the reader is directed to the accompanying
plate, which represents the manner of carrying the sta.rboard-quarter boat. and thtl spare boatll,i

one of which latter is visible.

The davits (d d) are made of white oak" butt timber," squaring about 8 or 9 inches when

dre1;sed, with a length varying from 12 to 16 feet. Two scarfs are sRweri lengthwise in the upper end,

in a wedge-like form; the timber is steamed, bent on a frame, a.ud flt,Atened with iron bolts to

retain the cune from tbe perpendicular.1I On the starboard quart.er (of a ship} the distance

between the davits is from 21 to 24 feet, as the requirements ma,y ho, in order that boats of vary·
ing lengths may be accommodated. On the port side the interval between each pair i~ abont 9

ft'.et, affording sufficient room for the boats to " swing" without coming into collision. The heads
of the davits, about 10 feet above the main rail, are morti.~ed for sheaves with friction rollers.

Th1'l faVs (j) are of manila, 2t inches in circumference, and connect with a two-sheaved 9-incb block,

which hooks into the 'I hoisting straps" (d 6). The hoisting straps are the iron rodf! or H boat-iron,"

with rigid eyes at the head and stern of the boat reapective1~·.

• TriangnllU:...m.ped ,,",oden b~kp,tenpon whioh the keeh ar the boab -rest.
t Th<!l whalernen RI'I'l the only OlaM of eettmen who have not adopted the term port inlltead of larboard, except in

wurking ship. Thelarboa-rd boat 'W'R8 tbi8 boat to tob""lr gT%t.grllondfa.th8-r9 llond it is 110 with the p:I'l'lllflnt generation.
More eapecililly ia this the c_ in the Atlantic n,nd South Pacific l'Iootll; but noently the term port-boat has oome into
!l_~ ill the ArclJo flaet.

t Some of the new steamen built flinoo 1S82 ua.rrJ' sixth and 8EJYeIlth bOlloUJ.
~ NOn:ienCllatlUe of stlU:board quarter of a whaJe l\hip, liliowillg the manuel" of transport,lng the captain's boat a.ud

the spare boa.ta: f. starboard. qn~ter of tho ship; 4, whale-boat on cranes trllonsported to the whaling grounds;
b b b b, bearel'S against whteh the inboarn llide of boat I'MbI; Il, fl, cunell upon which keel of boat rllBu; d d, davit...
I'h~ are the utmalform ofdavit;a, II.lthOllgh two pieces 01 conjoined wood haVe beoo ll!lefl: t e, hoisting 6t-raps illto
:~(lhth6Ullen'hOOkeOf daTi:~.~ckJe art" in8l'lrtedwhen lowering or hoisting t.be boat; ff, davit·tRokle falle for
.(listing and lowering;,U, gripes for lashing boat to preY6nt ohafing, &0.; II II, iron b-ract'olJ to hold crlUlea in pOlli

tlon When boat has OOen·t.oillto&d; it,llpS1'tlboat on llkide or gallow8--f-rame; j, end of skid :reIIting on lltanchion; .I:,
lashing to ··holdboattnpositilln; llll, ahrond8; ,. ... "', b&ek'Sttl.y8, wpmlUlt, topgallant, lUld royal baok
/Itaya; a, main brlwie;, p p p,. rnnning riJl'ging; '1, mizzen mut;r r, ratlines; _, OIpanker·boom; t, spaclu'lI' jack.
8t&.r; ..6~;., ehaln;..pl,Mq.. .

I The davits on whJi1elH, #(I Qually wade .of wood.; lro.D. davitllluln 'boeJl tried, but were fonnd too sUfi.
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These rods am stroug '1I!ongh to bear the weight of the boat and its necessary apparatus when
iluspemlell. The iroll~ uow ill use ar~ technically tefmf'd lllo:ng ironR." in cOlltradi"tillction to

those formerly used, wllicll WPH': {~allell l'short irOlll>." Tlw boat~ nHl~' be hoisteu alJd lowered, as
it is termed, "loggerhead amI clumsy cleat," or " by the ends." This depenu!; 1111011 the ]lositioDS
of the hoii!t.ing "tra,pi! ill 11le bOlltS. lind it H':l'y materially affeds the dif\tances betwee11 the da:vits ....

DuriI1~ /%,11 Or<lillal'.Y gale the (!ra.lw.~ may 00 f)l'ded up, t and the boats H dary-Iwa.ded." Daring

a he;ty'y gale the IN'. boat" may he turnell up Oil their side~l especiaUr if the uavits are short" I))"

llleans of t.ackle!:! froUl ;tloft, and ILl.Rhcd with t.heir gunwales resting on the crancR, to prevent theill
from fiJliug with wat.er when a hC,l\'y 61',1 cowe,,, aboard, 01' they tUll,y be tnrned up on both sides

of the S11 ip when l'ullllillg before a g'ale.

TlJe {Jl'!wes {c (:) bave the form of !l rigllt.lwgJ(+ triangle, :Hill nre made of pieces of o~k from

3 to 4 inches squarc; the crosR·phwe, upon which the keel of the boat reste, is about 3~ feet long.

The npright piece at tb(\ bad. 10; failteued to the bearer with l)intlr,~ and e~·e·boJtf;. Thill triangular
contrivallce l',willgs fre{'ly to eitlJeI' side. \Yhen the boat!' are llOisted, the cranes. two to each boat,
are f;wung maIer and held ill pOflitiou hr iron braces (h h). In SOllie case" HIe top piecell of the

emoe:;! han) dl:'at~ with notdles, or "jogs," from 1 to It indw.s ueer), CO\'I2l'NI witlI mats for the
k"el to 1"('8t in, whi.le ill others cleats arc diRlleIll;ed with and mats only are used.

Slide·boards (b b) are llPltt oyer the eha,ullels (u) to prevent the boat from fOUling when hoi8t~11

and lowered. Tll{J lowfjr ends of thl2l'l(l boards are bolted to the ship, and the upper {'Iuds usually
to the bottom of upright tapering pieces of timber called" bearers."

When the boats are in posit,iou on the {~ran",s the h~a"V)" line-tubs are removed and pl~d

upon wooden gratings, wllieh am ill,tde tast to the bearers and the stanchions of the after.houst:,

to relieve the bottoms of the boat from unnecc<:sary weight. The grating is triced up when the
boat is hoisted, and then lowered and fast(~ned with two lanial'llts. Sometimes, however, the tubs
are transferred to the after·deck house and lashed.

To preve.nt the boats from chufing when the veRsel pit.ehei'l, they are held by the head with

gig-tackll\ alld to llren;mt them froUl chafing when she TOUS, ther a.re lashed with gripes. The

former consists of a double and single hlock CQnnected by a 9-threa.d manila rope. The long
strap, made fast to the double l)lock, has a crupper-like arrangement at the forward End, (lOveren

with leath(lr, which fits over the bow~cbocksof the boat. 'rile short strap, tnade fast to thEl single

block at the after-end, has a small hook, wltich. when in use, should be insertt'd in an !'.ye attached
to the bearer.Ule tackle being adjusted, the faUs are hauled taut. A reference to the iUuritration

will better explain this rontrivance. Tbe bearer is repre8eut.ed 'b~'b; the cruppe.r 01' loop of for
wa.rd strap, hit<:bed to the port bow-chock, by c, and the falls fastened to the cleat d, by 0,. Some
of the gig·tackles are plain and oomillonplace enongh, while others are made with ektraol'diDary

care and taste, and are quite attractive in appea,rance. TlIt:l boat-ste-er&s make. them usually on
board ship, and formerly tiler took great pdde ill this work. The blocks and sheaves were·o(ten-

'"The fOI'WllrQ iron strap Wml f"rmor!y iORertf'd ill tIm "Je9 of tbl; beat, aDd ruJIail to the stem j the lrl'ter Me
piel'Ced the litem about 4 itlllheli f ....'rn tll{> lll'ad of tho ~t.eru post and was ruffed to f,be too Of this POl!t~ Thit arrang""
mOIlt rendered it impfJtative that th" lJOats shuuld be hoiRt.ell "by the ends" 01' "litem and litem." Bu.t OB ac(lllnut,
of the heaTY I!Itrain brol1ght to l"~at upon them, tho mechauiclIol IItlll philoR()pbical principle of which iJI {l~.i0U8 to tbe
reader, it becltrne nooeMary tha~ th", hoisting Uwkle.'l ahouhll161J:touj,l"ht elosertogether; conft0ql1eI,tly, some builders
snottened the dl.tnooe between thfliroll9 fly runuing them through tile CIUIIlSY elMt And. coody boHd reIIpOOti~eIY,·oIlIfi

bOOit8 were hoillted "clnll1S~' cleat and loggerhead." Other hnilders. however, insf,ood of the 1'0Il1oving ..t2J,.fi lll'llt,
named~ pJ.lllll.!d the additiDnal ~t in tl>t' P~U1:8 Df t,bl' hOJl.t I have JI1St DWIl8d. By tbiB ./llTangement i>DJmiaf thiA
coIllJtrnction lllJloy be adapted to any davits., which a.N> not llJ._Y8],l&ced atregnlar il1~vAl8 from eacbotbet.

tTwo (W throo gndgeons are ineerredln eueh bearer, n.ud the aranee J:lllQ"be ra.i-a in th1a manner; ,
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time8 made of ivory-the teeth or pau of the sperm whale; the straps were nicely la.id~ covered
witb canvas, grafted, and faneifull,y painted. The" boat gripes," about 8 feet IOllA', are made of a
2i-ineh rope, double, aud seized togtlther witb canvas. Tbe middle portion is covered with leather

to prevent c11ating. One eud is madl1 fast to a hook on the side of the vessel, and the other, with
a laniard attached~ is IlaSlled around the boat and hauled taut.·

From one to three Bpal'e boats a,re held ill readiness to be lowered in case of accident to the

\.loats 011 tq.e era-nelio, one Oil Iwhoonerl'l and brigs, and two or thrtJe on barks. It is also customary
to carr.r dUlllicate parts of boats, such as keels, kneel'\, guuwales, tim hers, stem and stern posts,
amI boat boards, as well as boat nails, for repairing bouts which may be 8ton~ b.y whales or broken

when lowered or hoisted. During the voyage, as the boats are destroyed by accident, others may
be purchal:led at some convenient port where Whl\JiUA' supplies are kept, and nsuan~- at exorbitant

pt'iccsi but they are of America.n mannfacture, having been sent, out to supply the demand, or
they may be obtained from homeward·bound ships. The manner of transporting the extra boats
ou barkl:l and ships is inboard on skids or deck-hollses, and on schomwfs outboard at tlw ste-ru.

The skids or gallows frames are merely a timber frame-work. Foul' wooden stanchions,

two on each side of the ship in the after part, resting UpOll the plank-shear on tile outside of
the vessel, are bolted to the bulwarks. Two l)leces of timber, extendhJg athwartlShips~ rest upon
tIm stanchions, and are hehl ill position by :1 mortise.and-tenon joint. To impart additional
strength, some of tho frames are kneed at the junction of the 0\'('1'11 rue I timbers all d stanchions.
Snch a frame is high enough above LIlt' deck to " cle-ar the bead of Ow longl.'~t man of the crew."

The spa:re boats are turned upside down, with their heads and sternlS re8fjng ullon the transverll6
timbel'S, alld lashed. The skeleton fra lli(' is· S('ldom found on tb£" prosen t New Bedford I:lbips j and
it is my impression that it was nue of the peculiarities of the eraCt 1leJonging to ~antucketand
Etlgartown. The storage-house, with which I QIl,l familial', may be found 011 the largest veasels

hailing from tho first·named port. It is a killd of shed called the" after·house,'1 or " aft.er-deck
house," built over the quarter deek. I~ l'Oof amI side<.'! are wl~atbt'r proof, and the ends are open.

It affordlil an excellent aheltel' for the after deck. On its top may lIe. found the spare boat.., har·
POODS, lances, boatrsails, rodders, oars, -and other articles uf boat-gear; and under it, implements
With long poles, such as cutting spades) finkel'S, porpoise irons, Bnd grains.

Althongh the SplWe boats are carried at th~ stern of brigs and schooners, they are never

~.,::redfromthe. after part of the vessels, as, in heavy weather, great difficulty would be expe·
. • ~~=

• After the boatll have thue been provided for, ~p:readers are, ill WIDe jnst,anc~ll, placed trall~venmly in them. The
~!'I'<.laderl'l are tne.reIs wOoden .ticks, whlcl>, intbe wotdl!l of aD old Ptovlncl!ltowtl whaleman, ,U<l "j"~t, a~ long &I; t,he
~\la~ are Wide," witllllhouidartl or notolwa cut in ew::h 600 toO hold them in their proper pOllitiOn8 on the gunwa1ell. to
e e~p th6·boats from Wiltping. They ate uaecl in the SOlIth6l'1l &.herf only, where the boat.. a.re expOll6d to tbe pow-
dtll~ ol ..~ nn;.
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rieneed. Thi8 is the method of transportation on 8mall vessels, the object being to economize

space by placing the boats outboard. The mlinner of carrsiug a spare boat (Ill a schoonel' is as
follow8: Two pieces of timber, or ,. bes.rerst bolted to the stern·flame, project outboard perhaps
4 or ,F'j feet. These projectiuns are fll{',etiollsly termed ,. ta,il-feathers." On some vessell! the boat
merely rests head and stern npon the bearers; hnt on others, the keel of the boat rests npon a

heavy plank extending athwartshills and fastened to the outboard ends of the bean~r". The boats

are held in position b~' meanS of a piece of plank :lot eaeh end bolt-ed to the bearers." Spare oars,
harpoon poles, and other implements of this kind, are also stowed outboard with the boam.

THE STEAM OU1"I'ER.-Owillg to the noise made by the t",cape of I'lteam, boats propelled by
this moror have not, until very recently, boon used to advantu,6'"C ill approaching whales. The

:Norwegians employ st-eamers in th~ capture of the Whale, heav~7 gum, placed on dcck being used

to throw the projectiles. Americans have al*> used steamers entirel~' dt'cked ov('r, as the White

law and the Uocket, off the San Francisco heads, in the capture of fin· bucks, and I am told that
the Northwest ""haling Company employed a small steam launch on the south COllfl,t of Alaska
for fastening on to whales by meanl:l of the whaling rocket, 11 weltpon also usHd by the Califor.

nia steamers. It should be borne in mimI that the above-mentioned steamers operated near the

coast and used pieces of ordnance or rocket guns, and conseqoentl.y were enabled at times to prose

cute thifl, branch of the fifl,hery sllcecessfully; tmt the necessities of opeI\-'~eaWhaling require small
boats that may be lowered from tile vessels to intercept tbe whales, llos 8ueh large objects as ships

would galley them. The desideratum of the wha·lemau is to mflt.en Ilis whale to the boat b~' meaDS

of the harpoon and line, in order that the animal may, in a me,usure, be under control. Having

accomplished thi8 object the whale may be dispatched with bomb-lances. The early method

adopted for tbe capture in deep-sea whaling was to approach the whale in boats propelled by
om"S, or, whenever the whales evinced the slightest timidity, by the us{' of paddles. As little noise

as pOI>~ible should be made at 8uch t.imes. It Boon became evident, however, that speed in" going

on to a whale" was of the utmost importance; and although sails were suggested, it was believed

that such cODspicuous objects would not ouly fi:ighten the whales, but probably also be the meaDS

of swamping the boat,or otherwise endangering the liw~sof the erew during the actual capture. But

James Boet1e~of New Bedford, applied the patent mast-Linge to this kind of craft; sails were set l

tbe boat Kwiftly approaehed. the whale, and the mllst and sail were lowere-tl together with the

greatest eaae soon after the harpooner darted his instrument into the whale. All whales are now

struck under canvas, and a whaleman who does Dot flail on his whale under favorable conditions

dONI not tmderatand his calling. But the whales are becoming educated or getting their eyes
open, so to speak, to the present system of warfare waged upon them; an(l it now becomes nec

essary to introduce a motor for facilitating the transit of boats to the objectll cif capture. To this
end Prof. Spencer F. Baird, Unitetl States Commissioner of Fish aud Fisheries, and LieuP. Z. 1...

Tanner, Unit>C(! States Navy, Commander United Stat-es Fish Commission steamer Albatms",sug

geated the use of one of the Herreshotf steam-cutters as an experiment in this fishery. Acting upon

the advice of the6<l gentlemen, Me::ll'lm. 1. H. ~artlett & SolUl, of New Bedtord, introduced oneof the
proposed launches in the North Pacific during the year 1882. This launch is 28 feet long, with a

beam of 7 feet. It has an upright boiler, uses" arctic coal" as fuel, and is of the same kiildas those

now employed by some of the steamers of the Navy. It was not intended, however, by the pro·

jectors of this scheme that the launch should be Ul:lOO in the aetna! capture; its object being. sol81y to

• AooordiDg to ManbY'1I aooount (Voyage to Greenland, 79) Englil:'h whaleNe~ed~oo.teat~ 1Iian; '~Wbilt<
on the Engliu IIhip .Baflin, the Gl,'e6IIlandInan Vigilllllt, of London, homowaro bound· to that. .pOri, ",.lJ&Wk,/ln•. III
the boa.t hanging over her Bt6m wall a co8ln, containing th6 rtlmainll ()f one of her bcmt,~,,,,1J,(ihedb$.jilled
by a whale." .



THE WHAL1<J !"ISHERY. 247

tow the whale-boats nearer the whale, thereby economizing time, and to afford mean!> of approach

ing whales during calms, when they might otherwi8c be inaccessible, and afterward:i to tow dead

whales to thE> ves.sel. But from the aecount of Capt. Bernard Cogall, who firl;t used tbis cutter

in connection with the bark Rainbow, in the A.rctic regions, 'it appears that tlw steamer has been
employed in killing- wounded Whales as well a8 in getting fast " second uoaL" In a letter to Mr.
Wi!liam H. Bartlett,Oaptain Cogan says that the cuttel: was ., Ul,cd to advantage towing boats

to windward and towing whales to ship in light winds. Found her most u6eful in chasing wounded

whales that got loose. It is hard for a wounded whale to get away from her in open water, and
llhe alwa;ys got fal>t second boat. We llStld the darting gun, handlanee, and bomb lances. We
got two whales with her, and savcd onc wonnded whale that we would have lost if we did not
have her. Used properly, one steam-launch is a big Mvantage to a ship." The career of this little

craft will be watched with much interest, not onl.r by the whaling fraternity, hut by sea-faring men
of every nation, and 118 it is the first attempt in this direction, it will nndoubtedls prove an impor
tant record ill the. history of the Ame.rican whale.-fishel';l'.

4. 'l'UE APPAI{ATUS OF CAPTURE.·

IHPRA(J'fIOABLK SOHEME8.-NE'1'S, PRVSSIC AOID, AND ELEOTRIOITY.

It was my first intentiou to describe only the ordinary methods of capture; but in arranging
and elaborating the results of my investigations, I find that I have several awounts of extraordi·
llary and impracticable schemes for the destruction of the whale.

Among the most remarkable Bcheme18 that have fallen short of successful applica.tion should

be mentioned (1) nets, {2} prussic acid, and (3) electricity.

THE CAPTURE of WHALES WITH NETs.-Attempts have been made by both English and
American whalemcn to capture the ~'white whale," or white dolphin, in nets. 80 far as the Eng

lish are concerned, or were concerned, I have no data except. that whieh has been published by

Scorellby, who tells us that this species was taken in the large rivers flowing into Hudson Bay and

Davis Straits by" hluI}O()ns 01' strong nets" ; but ht regard to the steps t.a,ken ill this direction
b~' American whalemeo I am prepared to speak more definitcl~,. Mr. H. L. ()randell, home
manager of the firm of Messrs. O. A. Williams & Co., New Loudon, Conn., tells me that the old

firlll of Williams, H&ven & 00. made two attempts to 'Capture the white whale with nets at the

months of the large rivers in Uuruoorland Inlet. The nets were made of manila lobater twine

capable of1ifting 200 pounds. This net had a 9·inch mesh and was 500 fathoms long,3 fa.thoms

(h~ell in the bunt, and tapered to 2 fathoms at the ends. It was bung on manila whale-line with

weights and enru, and OO8t '1,000. It was used by bark Concordia, in 1871, at KingauD, Cum

»erland Inlet. n was set from a platform built across two whale·boats and towed from shore to

shore by five boats of the same type. At one setting five hundred white wbales or "white gram·

puses," aB they are also caJ.ledhy whaiemen, were entrapped and killed with gunlJ and lanoos in
lesl! than an hour. This catch stowed down 750 barrels of oil. Thirty-seven men were employed

at eaeh ebb-tide, and 1,000 barrels of oil were taken during the season. .A. second net was made
uf the liallle· materia.land with a mesh of the same sire ~ it was 1,000 fathoms long; the bunt was

300 fathoms long, and -1lshed_ 4, foot -deep; the next 300 fathoms on either side fisbljd 3 foot, and
the retnain~mg4(lOfu.thom8at each end .fished from 2 feet to 1 foot. It Wall also strung with wbale.
line, and had adjustable east-iron sinkers 'weighing (rom 8 to 24 pounds eacb. This net WiloB used

in 1872$.~the loeality above mentioi:l.6d. by the steamer Tigress, of St. John's, Newfoundland,

.• ro.:~detail~dMori.Ptlon of aPl'Ill'&t1l8/1lOOtbe $OOtiOD of this report Oil ApP;l.RATUS OF THl!: ]'-1./IHEJUBB.
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chartered lJ;yWillianll'l, Haven & Co. Thill steamer was accompanied hy the scbooner Belen F.,
owned b.y that firm. The net, was 8Gt from a seine-boat, made at St..Tohu't<, at a cost of $500, with a

carrying capacit~of ~5 tons and a deck 24 feet wide. This cra~t was towed into }lositioll by six
whale-boats. At the first setting- the net was cut, into three pieces by the :;ha,rp l'OCkfl and for the

time being rtJDdered nseless, Tbe IDPn endeavored to keep the Whales in deep water until ebb

tide, when they could hay!:; an opportnnity of mending the net. It appears, however, that the

cunning dolphilJs did not like thi.s made of imprisonment; tIle entire scbool made a violent rUSh,

and earried a,Wll,y 150 fathoms of t,be bunt, and almost l>wamped the whale-boats, The net wal>
again rigg~d and l;l. seeolld attempt wa,~ made; but operut!olls were delayed by the boatlol rUDning

afoul of the rocks, and tIle wha.lc8 escaped. It is estimated thilt about 2,000 dolphilHl were in the

net each time, but ouly about two hundred were captured. Neither of the abov~ experiments

was regarded with much favor hy the projectors of the 8uheme, and they bave lIiuoo practically

abandoned nets.
In the fall of 1882 1 met Capt. Jo~iab GheuTl, tile veterau Provincetown wbaleman, and he

told me tbat when be was niaster of the schooner COUDCn, about the year 1848, he was <\fll18ing off

the coast of L:tbrador, and undertook to capture a bowbead whale vy means of a DOt. The net
was made ofwhale-hne on board his vessel; it wal:> 159 fathoms long,8 fatbolDs deep, and with

meshes of extr.1ordinary size. It. wa·8 l;et from tile 8hore 50 fatlfe"ms i 11 a I:>tI aight line in an easterly
dire<~tIOlI; turning at right angle!; the remaining 100 fathoIDI:> were carried north parallel to the shore,

leaving the northern end open for the whale~ w enter. A bowhead whale entered tbis trap at

night and earried away the entire net; and Captain Ghenn added that btl ha~ "never seen the
whal& or net since."

The fulhermen of tbe Faroe Islands have been very ~uccesl>ful in their captures, by meaml of
Det~ of the" l,"r.ind-whale" or bla.<;kfililh (G. melfU) Ht Vel,;tmanhavD. Tbia .fishery is discussed in

the next chapter,

It is altogether po.ssilJle that nets may 00 ul)OO locaUy under fitVQrable ....'Qnditions to capture

the l>maller species of cetaceans, such as the white whale and hlacktlsh, bnt for the larger membef!',

of the order they are without douM iIDl;raeticable.

PRUSSIC ACID.-llJdrocsanic acid has heen used to defltroy the life of the Whale; but itl:!
deleterious effects soon abolished its use. In low latitudes the men at work in the blubber-room

cut off the bottoms ot' their trousers and with bare feet and legs l>tow awa~' the unctuons pieces of

fat. Several men, who p08!;ibly had sorel:> upon their hands or feet, were fatally poisoned by the

blubber of 3 whale that had been killed with prll8sic acid. The news soon spread througb the

Heet, and tbe beginning and end t)f tllis method of capture o('.{\urred almost simultaneously.

As to the origin of tbe \)St~ of" poison in t.be wbg]e fh.bery there are many cOnfticting reports.
The American wbalemen unanimously attribute the inauguration of this enterprise to the FrenCll,
from the fact th:at severaJ of our ships fell in with }I'rench whalers that carried the so-called j'prus

Jilic acid hlU"poon"; but so far ae I can ascerta,in the harpo~1I8 were not generally used. Hr. F. 0,

Sanford, of Nantucket, Mass" teUIol me that poilloned harpoolls were carried by the ship Susan

Swain, which Hailed from Nantucket November, 17, 1833 j but Oharles E, Allen, all" apothecarY"

in :Nantucket, who WILlS mate on the SUllan J,ln that voyage, says the crew Mver used them,llolitbey
were friglltened by reports conooming tbe death of whalemen from handling p<JiSOnffl blubber.
Captain Allen a1.So says that durillg a Qub8eql1ent voyage on tbe northwest QOsstheshipped a

Frenchmllll who reported that Borne of his Mllntrymen killed a whale witb & prnssiC-acid-:iut:tpoon,
.nd that when u cutting-in,'" the man who wae W'orlting on the whale received a Jle,sh wo11Dd~died
from the efteet8 of tbepoieon. Mr. Samuel Tuck, eighty.tbreeY$ml ()f a~of'\V~.~:drg,
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N. Y., formerly agent of the Susan, say~ that a harpoon similar to the old double-barbed 'irotl was

made by a Nantucket blackslIlith, with slota for bottles of acid, but, it Wail llot w8ed at an dming
the \~oyage.

My correspondents, among whom are numbered Borne of the oldest whalemen, tell me that
they are of th('. opinion that prusgic acid haa never been used in the American fleet. While col

lecting {)bj~c.tI!. of int~l'~Bt oonneeted with the whale fishery in thil fan of 1882 for tUt!> Lolldo'll
Pisheries Exposition, I obtained two ha.rpoon8 intended to be used with prussic acid. Tht')~ wem

presented b;r Mr. Joseph B. Macy, of ~antucket, and are now displayed in the fi8hE'ries section of

the U. S. National Museum (Nos. 56,260 and 56,261).

It would appea.r that the method of d~trGYing the whale by means of }milMln originated ill

Scotland, and that Dr. Robert Ohrisfison, of Edinburgh, was inst,rumental in promoting tlJis lJovel

~llterpri8e. An exhaustive paper on the 81lbject was read by him before the Royal Sooiety of

Edinburgh, in 1860.-
• In t\ oommunication to Prof. Spencer F. Baird, U. S. Commi'i\!o11Ques of Fish aIld Fiweri,e-I'I,
Capt. Willi/lID Adams, of the Scotch whaling fleet, §,>1ves the following account of a whale killed
Wilh prussic acid.

~'Dnring the winter of 1861 a large two-grooved rifle was made by MesSl'''. Dixon, of Edin
burgh, from plana and instructio* of Mr. James ::\liln, of 'Murie.' The weight of tbe rifle was

28 pounds. Shell!> were mude for it and filled with one·half OUllIle concentrated prussic add and

a small charge of powder fired bJ' a lO·second time·fnse. Tbe prlUlI"ic acid wal> made for me by
Dr. Stevenrwn MeA.da.m, of Edinburgh.

l Extract from .Jonrnal.]

"MAY 12,186~. (Off tbe island of Disoo.)

"10 a. ID. Saw a whale and lowered away two boats.

"10.30 a. Ill. Saw sC\Teral. whales; called all bands and lowered five more boats.

"11 a. m. The mate, Scott, got fast with the gl.l1l harpoon; whale sounded and took fOllr linekl
(480 fathoms).

"11.30 a. m. Lowered the S. quarter boatt CapUlin Nicoll being in tow with the large rifle.

"12 noon. Whale came up and a sbell (prussic acid) was fited into her. She went under for

four or five minutes, and on coming up another shell was tired into her. She tben soomed quite
helpleSEl.

(lThree gun harpoons were then fired into her a,S she lay on her side.

"At 12.30 p. m. she WM qnite dead.
"We had DO difficulty with t,be men in regard to the poison, but we never got another chance

to Use it."

EU:OTRlG WHALING APPARATus.-Jn presenting an account of this apparatus it is not to

he iUferred that it has ever ~n bronght into practical uoo, for as far as I call ascertain it bas
llot; but it is int:erestingto know th~t modern schmce has not overlooked the needtl of tbe Whale
fishery, and I ,mention it merely as ODe of the cnriosities of the 8nbjoot. In 1852 letters patents
were granted by the United States Patent Office to two gentlemen living in Germany for an {"lee

tric whalingllpparatus. According to the specification tbis contrivance eomristed of a magneto.

~lectric rotation macbine, a metallic wire attaehed to the harpoon, and a coppercd wbale-1Joat

conlltruoted,inilu.ch. manner tbattbe electric current might be J"ooouducted from the whale wlleu
---_... _--.. _-_._-_._.._~ .. - " ..

~Oil tbeQlpture (If w~bsJll,riMon. by ~~~.C1ui.t.aoll;~. D., Profe.llJOr of Materia Medica iii. Univeraityof
• -.u-gb. Edln.l!iOWI"~U. Jour., 69, DflW aeriell, xu, 1860, pp. 1.2-80.
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harpooned through t,he water to the machine. The boat was made 2 feet longer than usual to
make room for the apparatuR. The harpoon was ~)f the onlinary pattern, but flO constructed that

the wooden polc might. be flasHX detached with a small line. fr~e harpoon was intended to be
darted by banu, auu when the pole wa,; withdrawn the heaullud the C(}mluctor should remain in
the Whale; then the machjne should be set in motiOJJ and tbe electric cnrnmt circulated throngh

the body of the \vhale. At eaeh revolution of the machine handle it is claimed that the whale

reooit"l:lS &hout eight tremendous slJooks, or 000 strokes pel' minuw-"so formidable a power that

no living being can relSist the same."

THE ORT'HODOX ANlJ CUS'I'OJl,r.A.RY M.1:THODS OF CAP'!:'URE.

"FASTE:NING ON TO WHA..LEs."'-In considering the variol1l:l methods and applianoos tha.t ha~6
been employed from tilDe to tinle in the capture of the Whale, the primitive style, by means of the
harpoon. line, and lJaud·lance, is of first importauee. The nex.t step was tbe introduction of the
harpoon-gun, which finally gave way ttl the bomb-gull alld sugges~d the systt~m now univ6I'l'3J111y·

emplpyed of discharging explosives in the vita.l parts of the whale. But the initial step now tELken
in the. capture is identic,al with that of tIle early da~8 of whaling, for the barpoon is still relied
upon to fasten the whale to tlle boat. The hand-lance, formerly the only instrument available in
giving the death blow, has been almost entirely superseded by4be bomb-lance, and its discontinu·
ance iH merely a que!!tion of time. An implement called tbe boat-spade was formerJ~' used to

disable a running right whale by se\'erin~ the telJdous which connect the body aud the flukes;
but, so far as itl> legitimate dnty is concerned, it also has been virtuall;y displaced by the explosive
lance.

The prtwtice of ufastening on to" whales is ll-I:J old as the :fishery. It was resorted to by the
BiscnyanB, from whom both the Dutch a,nd English bOlTOwed their ideas, and has been adopted
by all nations that have engaged in whaling. The Indians of Cape Flattery, the only representa
tives of their race sontb of Alaska who capture tlle "WlIale, first fasten on to the animal, alld. then
murder it with lallOOS and other rude implements; and l:Woording to their traditions this method

of capture has been handed doWII through countless ages. .A8 earl.}' as 1613, Purehas says, in an
accoun.t of" a hunting spectlWle of the greatest chase which nature yieldeth," that tbe ". harping
iron prineipally" servel!. "to fa'lten him to the shallop;" after which "they strike him with lances
made for that purpose, about 12 feet long." For over two hundred and fift,y years thil:l method of
capture bas pas8M from generation to generation, and is rigidly practiced at the present writing.

Frederieh Martell, in his oocount of a voyage to 'Spitzbergen in the ship" Jonas in the Wbale"
(Jonatl im Walfisch), during the year 1671, says, in his qnaintstyle, that they fastened the lOng-bont
to the whaJe "that be might not rUll away," and then I. lallDced" him until be was dead.

THE RARPOON.-The harpoon is of primary importance, for to this instrument the wbalameD•

look for success and prom. Tlle primitive or typical ba,rpooll, forms -of which are still preJUlrVed, is
sagittate, and known to whalemcn as the" two-fiued iron j" the m':xt step was the harpoon, with
one .fixed bat'b, the "one-tined iron,'" and the third, the instrument now in uso, with Q, lllOvablc
barb or toggle which acts upon the principle of the lily-iron of the sword.fishermeu.·.The lily
iron, whieb was eVidently suggested by the adjustable bone and ivory harpoonhead8 of the Eskimo

tribes, was used on whaling 'f.esSel!!. for striking POl'poises when "sea-piea" were needed, and for

other purposes, but it wall not strong enough for wbaJiIlg. Considernbleeomp}aint 'W'as lodged
against the old harpoon fcom die fact that oftentliWe8 it would "draw"&ndIet the wbaJeeacave.
and the urgent need of a new and better instrument booameapparentdaUy; ',rh~-"_.flned"

harpoon W38 introduced, being ma.dewith the diameter oftha IWU $UUlJler tban.-tll&tiIwlk, l;q
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produce a weak plaoo, whiuh would hend without breaking when the whale started off harnessed

tQ the boat; but this was also found unsatilluwtor.y. FinallJ' L~\wi" Temple, a colored ImUl, of New

BedfOrd, oonceh'ed the idea of the togg~·harpoOll. Be manufactumd his first iron in 1848, and
since that time it bas been used by the American whalemen to the exclusion of all others.·

The shanks of the harpoons are forged b~' hand in blacksrnitll shops from th\;\ best and toughest

Swedish iron and not of steel; the heads, though usnall:y cast from annealed or malleable iron,

are sometimes wrought. I have seen shanks of harpoons that have been twisted int(l the most

questionable shapes by the actions of dying whales i some had complete circles or loops bent in
them, and none of the instruments could be used until forged anew. When the whale is towing
the boat the shanks of the harpoons, wmally the portions known as the .; necks," are sometimes

redu/led in diameter b~' traetile force. That the fibers of cold iron can be draw II out ill tMs manner

bas been doubted hy skeptics, but it does not seem improbable to persons who arc familiar with

the djlctility of metals, or with t,b., ~Teat strain brought to bear upon the harpoon when the boat
is towed through a heaVJ' sea, and more particularly whell the ha.rpoon iJ,; fa8teued uuder a rib of

the whale. I have aeen very interesting specimens of this character, and ill the fall of 1882 14ient
three ;; stretched" harpoons to the NatiollaJ Museum. Sometimes the harpoon breaks, and the

portion which remains in the whaJc may long afterwards be cut out b;y the crew of the same or
another vessel. Owing to the mtdks, Imbsequently referred to, the instrumBIIt may be easily

identified. The wound b£>comes cicat.riZ(\d, and perhaps after manS .rears, by attrition, the pro

jecting shank rna;}' be worn to a Rlcre shred. A boatrsteerer belouging to tb e Ausel Gibbs, of New

Bedford, threw hili harpoon into a bowhead whale in Hudson Bay, and several years afterwards

the ship Cornelius Howland, also of New Bedford, captured the same whale in the Arctic regions

Oil the western coast. 1'he whale had traversed the great northwest passage, whicb it> as yet

unknOwn to man, and carriod with it tht! harpoon, which was branded with the names of the Gibbs
and of the blacksmith who made it. t

It·is the pOpular impression that the harpoon jl:' employed solely to kill the whale. This is
also erroneous. It is used mainly to fasten the whale to the boat by means of the line in order

that the animal may be killed with either the hand·lance or the explosiye lance. I am aware tha,t
in many eases whales have been killed by the harpoon when it penetrated a vital spot, but these

are the exceptions rather than the rule.

MARKED CRAPT.-The harpoons are marked with the initial8 of the names of the vessels

and the boats to which they belong. Thus, the irons belonging to the mate's boat or bow·boat of

the ship Susan should be stamped with a cold chisel, 8, or S ... _, B. B., and as long' as such a

harpoon remains in B whale no ship of any nation can legitimately claim the whale or its product.

On some ve&Jela, instead of using the initial of the boat8, straigh t marks or a. series of dots are made i

thu~, S on one side and ,. I I I or : : : : on the reverse has the same meaning as abo\'e nored.

Capt. W. B. Mac.r, autbor and· whaleman, of Nantucket, in the" Log of the Aretbusa," says that

" marked craft claims the 'fish' 80 long 88 it is in the wawr, dead or alive." Also that if the captain
of one ship is found in the act of cuttin g in a whale with the marked harpoon belonging to another,

the claimant has & right, to cnt off the blubber even with the plankshear of the vessel and take

What ia below, but cannot claim anything that has been hoisted into the slJip. This is the whale-
.-._._--~-~.

t . 'TQecmV$Y80me~oftho _i~de ;;f~the b~;;on t;ad~, i~ould ~;;b.at th~b:;~ks of Mr. J~~ea Dnrf~
he V&te:rao llarpoOll-~er of N~w B6dford, show ~at from 1828 to 1868, lnchl>uve, he made II.IId &Old 58,517 har

poon" Of tb.i8 number ~103 were the ()1d.fMhion~ jro.os, ineludlng both the double and single barbed, and the
remain_ Weietbe. impn:mjd toggJ&.iroIIiI. We lIbonld also take into eon&ideration that during tlilil time there were
about eightorteD.harpoon..mabml&t work in N_lktdford.

tJi:reh 8...llt,N....~. .
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men1slaw1 as determined by custom, and nothing better could be devi\>ed. In lh\rcn, 16B8, tnt',

universally reooguized law of wbalemen tha,t," craft claims the whale" was p1:1Ccd on the colonial
record!:! of Massacl.IUsetts Bay, w!tel'ein, among other tllings, it ts spccitied "61y, that each com
pan:y':; harping hOll ,'j;, ]ullce be 1>istindd~-miu],ed OIl yt; l.lehu." lIud l:loeketts with a public roark:
to ,ye prcvtlntiol) of I>;trif(~." •

i'HE HA...~DLA",()l~.-Next ill importance to the harpoon waf; the old hand-lance, which has
been snpenw(\(·,l bS tlJe bomb-lauC'.e. Its head is made of steel and it.s shank of t.he best wrought

iron. 'rbe tl>lallt'llgHI, \I.ldudillg the lmmlk, is about, 12 feet. The lance itself i:; from li~ to 6 feet

101l~'. It is used b~T tile oUiet·.r pf Llw boa.t to kill the Whale after it has beeIl harpooneu. Not

~jt}HltandiDg lJam]"laoces .are rareJ,}' employed a,t present, three of the.m .arc alwa.ys included ill tJJe

outfit of a whale-boat to be used in ca8es of net~essity. Capt. 'William Martin, of Provincetowu,
tell!'; me be always kills Ilis !o1perrn whales with the hand.lance, but uses tbe bomb-1an<~efor right
whales aIJd Imwflbaoks.

THE "WHALlG·LI1\B.-It is essential that tile whale liue or ., wain-warp" sbould be of the

best quality of its kind, for tlhould it "part" the whale would of course escape. It il:' loose laid,
80ft, pliable, and tlUIJ- be stretched until its diameter is greatly reduced before it breaks. U nJikl;

cordage, it i8 frt-e frOID tar, hut during the process of manufaeture the tow is sprinkled with Whale
oil as a presl.\rvatiyl'. It. is made of tlJe fibers of the" manila hemp" Or wild pl<111ULiu [Mus", te;r

tilis), an endoglmous pla,nt, ilHligcmms JlI tbe Pililippilll:' hIes, anu the islaods of the IndlanArclli.

pelago, and known as Afmca to tho nati\'es of the fir;.>t-Ilanwd group.
The whale-line i~ laid in }'Jemish coils ill two tub8, 2~b fathoms in the large tub and 75

fathoms in the small tub. The upper and lower ('TIdo; of each Hue arc e:x:posed and provided with
eye-splices in order that one end of the HU(l may be ma.de fal;t to the harpoon and the other cud
to the other line. when fast to a whale. l<Ja~b boat C&ITies .300 fathom" of li.Ul:\ and if a whale bJ'
rUl.lliiug or sounding a, grClat distance takes it all out another boat is signaled and assists in tIle

capture, It is, however, unu8ual fOr a whale to t1l.ke out over two-thirds of the 300 fatboms belong·

ing to a boat i but of ooun;e much depends upon the dispol:liti()D of the whale and the skill of its
captors.

One end of the whale-lim:! is made fJ,St to the" first iron," that is, the firl:lt harpoon dllrted at
or ifito the w bale, and the "second iron" is connected with the maiD line by a short warp attached

h;}' a l'unnil'lg bow line. The harpooner, IIRviJJg darted the first irou l endeavors to dispose of thl)

second in a similar manner as !'loon a8 possible; uut if the whale gets be~Tond darting distance be
" heaves" it overboard anyhow to prevent it from fouling with the main line. During the capture
harpoon NQ. 2 i.s towed, and D.snaJJy found near tbe head of the boot.

THE WlULlliG-Gt!:N.-Tbe whaling-gun was prlroaril)' inwnded to impel ha,rpOOU8, but.a6 the
weight of the liue deflected the in$trument~from their true couroo of' flight it became neceas3.Q'
tbat a IUi~'8ile should be 80 roustrueted as to be llsed with the gun for kiIHng the whale instead of
merttly fastening to it. The guu-harpoolJ bas therefore Kivell way to the bomb-lance. We must
give the English the credit forioventing the Whaling-gnu, that is; tbe heavy swiveI.guo. The
eminent wbateman and author, Scoresby, teUrs us that tbiR gun wall invented io 1731, bntwllSlittlll

used, and also that in 1771 or 1712 it was again brongbt forward, hating been improved 80 much

tl1at it was regarded as a new inv(>,ntion, The Society of Arts urged it6intro&u~tion in tbeGrt1ell
land fi.sbm, and'oifered rewards for whales killed with it. But the .early lDngli8bandDuteb,
particularly the latter, apparentl, feared the gun more than they did thewh~•.. A..Jne.rlcall

. . - . .... .. --=-- .

• Hillt• .A.liWt. Whale FislIel'1, Alexander Starbuo:k ;Pllbliahed. ill U. S. FiehC~ioUBepott;,perUv. "s, and
Mass. Cot MBS.,~; iii, p. 6fJ. .. .. .. ,

'"
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wbalemen, however, have never regarded the sWi>el-gnn with much fa.vor, although it has ooca

""ionally tw.en ll~d by them on the, Califol'lliu, ~oa!lt in devil-ft"hing, or e100where in humpba~king,

ftnbacldng, and right whaling, aud sometimes in bowheading in th(1 Okhot,sk Sea, as well as ill
llllUlpbM:king ou the I:\{}uthern coast of Africa, but prindlJally ou !:\Cluudings. They preferred the.
lig'ht shoulder-guns, which oftentimes" finll aft" with Clore emphasis tb;m tbey did forward.
Th(\ consequeltoo was that the gunner wus kicked as far ~f(., a~ 'mi.dships, and it was f(lund lll?"c&',

Haty then, ewn as it i" DOW, to tie the gUll to the boat wi th a lau iard ill ilrll er that it could he

reguinl'd when it \Va" " hoi"ted overboard." The, re-coil of tile old Ilhoulder· guns \Va!'. imme1l1:\I\. I
have IleaI'd of two men who had their collar bones broken hya heav.y gUll.

The Ilhoulder·gu1l8 whieh are lJOW in ~lleb general ll..'ie are of Americall iuvl:'ntioll awl manu

fucture. The Arst were muzzle loading, and ProvincctowlI still cling~ to this t~'pe, ODC of which,
tbe Braud, they prefer. The New Bellforti whalemen vrefer the imllro,ed lJreedl-Ioadiog gUIlI:l.

Of the latter there itre two kinus now in use, the" Pierce & EggerH" Hnd the" Cuuniugham &

Cogan.1' The first named is made of gun met.al thoughout, and the second bas t1le stock of cast
iron and burrel of steel. Central-fire cart.ridges are usell. Tbe Eggers reqnires a 1Vjnch'cster

cartridge No.8, the bomb-lance being l(;uded separatelj', aud the Ounningham bas a bomb-lance

aud cartlidge combined, made expressly for it, which art' placed in the g'un simultaneously. A

rille has been us;ed, but it 'ltaA foand impracticable.
"When firc·armf.ol were. Introduced int;:) tIl is fishery there were. as might be expected in regard to

a,ny illnO\-ation, manJ argumclltl'l agaiilst tlwlU, but the llecel'l~ities of tbe occasion dcmandl\il their

use, anu now the echo of the whaling-gun llOlllHh on,lr the llillows in every dime_
The Brand bomb-gUll is worthy of mention as being the first gllil 8acces8full~' l1:'\ed in the

American whale fisbeI1'. There are three sizeB, all of \vhich are muzzle.loadel'S. The caBber,
1{~nA'th,ancI weight are as follows : No. 1,38 inches IOllg; weight, 23 pounds; calib0r, se,cll-eighths

of au iIlCh; ~o. 2, 36 ilwhes loug; weight, 19~ Jlounds; caliber, lh inches. TIle length and

weight of No.3 have been lost among my notes, hut. its caliber is 11 inches. Some of the ba-ITe~s

arc" bluNl" and others "llrown~d}' The mmrods an~ ronde of hickory, with brass thimbles and-----_.__ . - --- -'--_. .- ,,- - .. _._.- -_.. -- - . -- . .-

screws. Three dra,m8 of {lowder, sea-shooting FFG, are 1'ecommendt',d by the manufacturer as a
elllll'ge for i;;P~lji~g'--a bonib~ia,nce.

The Pierce & Eggers g'uu is ow', uf the latest improved shouldt-1r-gulls, nnd the most popular
aml effective that has ev('J' been introduced in the whale fishery. It ma,y h.:~ used with dt.bet the

Pierce or Brand explosive ~aDce. It is also one of tbe most attractive whaling gnnsin appearance.

It is made entirel) of gun metal, with a skeleton st.ock and reiuforceu barrel. Charge, 2i draIDs
of powder. Its length is 361t inches and its weight 24 pounds. It is manufactured boY S. Eggers,
};I,',W Bedfnrd, Mass.

The Ounningham & Cogan gun is manufactured by Patrick Cunningham, under the direction

(If William Lewis, New Bedford, Ma!!s. It is used principally by the Cf('WS of the steam barks

in the Arotic regiona in connection with the Ounningha.m & Cogan bomb.latlee. Its total length
i,; 33 inl,lbesand its weight 27 pllunds. The Bt~ck is made of gray iron. skeleton; the stocl;: aud

orcecb-pieooare cast in one piece with :l.small rigid eye at the rear of tht'l guard-plate for the

laniard. Theba~l ill t:iwel, with a bore of 1 inch, reinforced and screwed to tlle stock. The

breech-block, contairiing the. fhing- pin, 11:1 hinged 00 tl1e'i>tock, Qnd when closed is held by a snap·

~pring. The- bo:rnl;l·laoC8.and cartridge combined is loaded at the breecb.
At sea th6mAtee US,1l1Mly haveeharge of th~ sho111der-gllWl and the boat·j;jteerers of the darting

gUrra.. On.bo$rd Iibipthese wea.pons are kept in the state·rooms suspended over the bunks. In
tbe.whale-boa,ttlUasbouldet'_g\Ul. is <l&rtiOO a.t the star~Td bow in a long box eovfoI'ed witba
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'P1OO~ or canvas, extending under the bood sheets or perhaps simply under a flllP of oiled canvas
nailed to the boat. It is made fast to the forward "hoi~ting-8trop,"· by means of a laniard to

prevent its loss overboard, as it* recoil is often f'lO great ~llol to {ItOBtrn.tR> the gu.nn~r. It U; dis
charged from the OOy; by the officer, and ill aimed alld tired in the same lIJ&Ilnel' as the ordiDary

shotgun or rifle.
THB DARTnW·GUN.--It has been the custom of american whulemen fOT th~ p\\Bt three

decades to II fasten on to" tb~ Whale with the harpoon, and then, standillg' off at a'flafe distancc!
kill it with eo bomb-lance. But the great bOWhead, which yields excellent baleen and the next
best oil to that of tIle sperm;weti whale1 has been the WC2DS of bringing about a olmnge i» the
modern art of,whaling. When f%Ste,Tl~d to in th~ Arcti.c region~tbe borne of this cetacean-with
t.he <lrdiuary harpooIl; the great polar wbale may dart nude,f the icc, and if the crew do not care

to follow it they must "cut line" and 1000 tbe whale and such material as it carries a.way. Oapt.
Eben Pierce and Mr. Patrick Cnnningnam, of 'N~:w Bedford, hay\", l'l!.epectively lleJ:fucted SIl instru

ment, koown a.o, the "dartirig·gull/1 expressly for t.his fisbf':ry. Tbis weapon consist.s of a BtotikIess
g'un-metal barrel (a) attadwd to llll ordinary harpoon pole (B). A harpoon (0), with the whale
line attached, fits loosely in two braes pr<\iections ot' lugl'J (d ill on th~ gun. The apparatus is
loaded with a cartridge or charge of pOWder and the bomb·Ianoe (b) and darted at the whale.
The harpoon entering the blubb~r briflgt'o ~ long ""i1'1'l rod (9), projecting over the ul1u:zle of the
gnn, in contact With the whale. TIli!> rod is the trigger, and by impact the bomb·lance is auto·
maticallv thhlWll into the very SOlI! of the cetaeeau, Us t}J41 harpoon simulta.nllQUsly fastens it to
the boat, and if mysticatus is not }l..illoo. he il!> tho"fO.ugbly di~gust(\d and willing to surenmb. W{lte

it Tlot for this kind of gun, ice·whaling could not be stlccesl1lfnlly pursued.t
THE WllALll'fG }tocJrET.-The wbaling rocket is of recent invention, and is intended to be

projected from the decks of vesse,ls. The" gun,n so-ca.llfld, ia m~te.ly \l. ~t from which the rocket
:is discharged; it is SnpI«irted by an iron standard, and tired while r&lting 011, and flot against,
the shoulder. 'fhe projectile is a large rocket, ha.1'poon, and bomb·lanC'-e combined, weighing 18 or

20 pounds, and is pre·eminently the most l'owerflil and destrrrctive agent e1'et Ui'o~ fot killing

whales·t
Mr. O. D. Voy, of California, in a letter to the Seeretary of t~ Smithsonian Institntiou, eite~

an iustance where a rocket, a.t ~bort range was tired entireJ,r through toe belly of a wbaleaud

toggled itself on the side. He a"Wt l>~Yl> tha.t duriug Do Elertes of (~:X'PerimenUlwith, the ·IX>tnba QlI

the betteb. one of them" carried It whale-line almost 60 fathomR; wbich sbows wbat power they
have, f:lince a. bomb and 20 fathoms of line weigh about 55 pounds." ~

TBE BOl\m-LANOE.-Robert Allen, of }Torwicb, Coun" inveriWd the ArBt explollive ~&Dce in
America. for ki.llillg w1mlos. Thi..~ oecurred in 1846. The 181100, a type of which is pC6Stl'rVed in

the :National Museulll,iR long and slender, and the absence of guiding· wings rendered itunQ&tain
in its eft'ects. ~t waS just as liable to strike the wbal~, as tbe whaJetnen e:lpN\S it, u brb&dside"
as with tbe 1l0int; h~J):ce it f&iled in its mission. In 1852 C. O. Brand, 6180 of NorW'wh, made
improvf;ments in the Allen lance, and was mainly infltrumental in introducing the p~t form

into the wbalingfteet, thUfI inaugurating ~ new mode of capture, whiah in plUt revoluuoui~the

PTQ0688.

• b iron rl)(} or 'trap, with l't proJecttng eye at each end of the boat,by meawa of which tbelloatllVehoisted
and lowered to and from the vessel. . ..

t WhllIl dlU"ted at a. w'hA1e. the gnn ill regained by n'lea.tNJof a }aniard atmehPd 1.otb61lhank 01 the.~. .
t This weapon, like the darting.gun, ~l;l8 two PlrrI>QIIflII i it bm:.h~ O'D. toe t'M 'W~ll! ~:kiJls.~~~'

WOttndv it. Both aotiollll 1m!8i~ 'l"bticbin MId toggJs .a.re rellllli/!:'d -hliD ,thebotnbiii~to')'rt>·

V6~t the implement homwlthclrJl'lN:iDg~ . ,.:,,'
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The system of manufacturing the modified forms is for the JPost part ba.sed upon the principles

embodied in tbe Braud lance, differing, hllwever, in the intemal detonating mechanism.
The magazines, or shells, of the Braud lan008 are ca8t iron, annealed, east with heads or

points which have three cutting euges, anel resemb)e in appearance an engraver's scraper. This

lance is exploded by a time-fuse ignited oy the detDnaf,iOIl of a prim('r, to which fire is communi·

cated by a firing-pin, the latt.er being operated upou by the dif;cbarge of tbe gun. The wingf; are
of vulcanized rubber.

The shell or chamber of the Pieree lance is composed of Beamless brass·tUbing; the instrn,
illcut has metal wings; the int~l'ual operative mechanism for exph>tling the lance i.,o; placed in or
near the anterior end, and the explosion is caused by the concussion of the discharge of the gun,

whichignite.'J a time~fu8e by means of a pereu8sion cap.

The Cunningham & Cogan lance is composed of iTOn JJiping, to which 18 affixed (screwed) a
malleable cast-iron poiut with three cutting edgeS. The instrument bas rubber wingl:l~ and is
~ploded by a, time-fus,"" ignited by 30 c,""ntra,Hire (\a~tridg,"" rigidly fixe(l to the lanc~ a:nd fOl'ming a
part of it.

The above lances differ in their internlJ,1 constrnction and arrangement; and, with the excep

tion of the Brand No.4, which i8 especially designed for Greener's swivel-gun, they may be used
in connection with the shoulder·gulls.

The Allen lance prevented the egress of water by the issue of flame in its ~ar caused by the
bnrning of the fuse; the present mucli\s are rendered impervious to wamr, either by tight screw

joints or by being hermetically !lealed-.

Pierce's and Cunningham's lances weigh, each, Ii pounas, and the Brand :No.2 (new model,
for example) 2 pounds. These weights do not ineInde the amount of powder required for the
chargeR.

The retail price of the Brand lance is from $3 to $5 each; the sizes are determined. hJ-'
numbers varying from one to four, inclusive. The charge for the smallest size is 1 ounoo and 5
Ihams of powder. The Cunningham lance is 17 inches long and sells at retail for $3. Two

ounces of powder constitute It charge for tbe ma~ziDe or bomb, and .'3 drams for a cartridge.
The Pierce bomb is 19 inches long, and the charge ~ ounces and 4 drams of powder.

All of the bomb·lances are cylindro.conoidal in shape, and the mecbaniFlm for exploding the
magazines is always concealed. The po"!t~er is. m(ld by a fuse iguited boY concussive foroo or by 0::

thl': flash of the gun when dischsrged. Expi~iv6 J,ance8, called <l darting-bombs," without wings
are used in C?nnection with the dlU'tillg-gun. They are 14 or 16 inches long, and made of brass
tUbing or m&IIeablecast-iron piping.

5. THE 1t-IETJIODS OF CAPTURE; AOOIDENTS.

RAISING WIlALES.--When cruising for whaJes, wa.tches, conmsting of the mates, boat
gteerel'8, atId fol'8Jnast ha.nds, are stationed at the lookonts, standing upon the CI'08S-ta'OOs ami
supporting th~metl1.Ve&by' iron hoops and tl:le riggiJlg at tntl main top if rugged weather, and at
the mainroyal or ma.intop.gallant if smooth 'Weather. The men H stand their ma.st.heads from sun

to sun,"beingreIievoo every twobounl. In the southern fishery they stand usually on the horns,
the pl'QjeetingendSt:ifthe CJ'06H.trees, and 60metimes on small plankR which aTe placed across the

~jectiDgendBj."bu.tinthe~ticregionstheysmnd in it "crow's-nest" made of canvas, painted 80
. ,.

.. The "i!'"hatem8ii"we'(qu.l:ot oompotlridm:'s at ~~o.a1l,1! and utht'&' expl'e8lllonll are 8iJlguIarly pllrtinent
lUl.a,~fbrtheidereeDeas.I pro~ t(J ~mploy t~ as head.lfllll8 fox tho dUferent 8ubjootll in thia paxt of
fY .r"'port;Tb,1:I ldiDilillPeOUiiat to· whliJ.emen -are h,legittnlate perbap'" M the provinoial or national idiOM, and
U/l.tlOO~.bt.l-1low;~4ilbje<ltif tb'rwmolfliited.
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as to exclude the chilling blasts. In the latter fishery such a receptacle accommodates Mmfort

ably about three Dlcn-an officer; fl, boat·steewf', and a. foremast hand; and when the captaill

desires to go aloft, the htter goeg out in the rigging during the)nterview, or~ if very oold and
tbe commltatjOll prolonged, be gorl'l below. III thi~ nfi:llwry the inconveniences of standing mast
head an', .a3tly augmented bj' the extreme cold, HlHl in the !!.ontbern fishery by the rays of II.

tropical sun.
When Whales am :raised from the mast-head the i'lpecil:\S may be determinoo by their appa.r

ently SIlOrUye actions as well as by their spouts. III the latter case they are of course easU.y
recognizedI ItS tb(\ Mcha,}ot has Ohe spiracle and the oth(!rs two."

The sperm wlmlemen sometime;,; cl'lll.8e fOl' mont-bs in succession wit-hout seeing whales, con"

Heqaentl.y them is great ft'joi(Jtog, mnre eRpcdaHy if the WBilel hal3 b(~en a long time from home

with a" clean hold," or if therc lun'c been unusually long intervals" between catches," when all

individual makes its "rising" within t1l\) ru-nge of vit:lion, anu boY the vaporOus column f'je-eted from
time to time indi(>..ates its whereabout!! to the ruetl on watch. The expretlisions employed by the

men on the lookouts to llotify the cre.w that whales fm~ near ha,ve apparl:'utly changed with the
times. Hector St. ,John, describing tIle methods of wI/11liug adopted bJ' tIlC "first proprietors of

Nantucl,et," says that, "as soon as tiw.... arrive in tllOse latitudel5 where tbey expeet to meet with

whales, a IIlfW is sent np to the mast-b1lad; if he l;ees one he immediatd;y cries out' Awaite
Pawana.l'f They all remain Ktill aud silelJt until b~ repeats 'Pawana' (a whale)} when in Jess
than six minntes t.he two hoats are In,llncht;(}, filled wlth everJ' implement necessary for the

attack."

Capt. X E. Atwood, of Pro'\'incetown, teBS Ule that the cry used by some of the old Cape Cod

whalemen from the llJa-..,t"head to notify.the crew was "TOWIlO I" and Captain Davist make8 [um
of this {Jry in a seUSl; sigui(ving belp. His statement is cOl'l'obora,ted by the 01(1 wllalemen of New

Beilfol'll, who tell me tba.t it, was the eutltom whmj they cnconnt>t\l"ed a huger turtJ~ OIl tlle

Gallapagos Islands thlm they (',ould mallage, the;r invoke tho assistance of the crew by shouting

"Towno! TownoP,' This term is also mentioned b~' Bennet,t, who, speaking of the English south

seamen, sayl'l: "It was formerly the custom in this ti8hery to announce the spouting of a Whale hy
the cry of ''Town, ob,' Which, although not very clea.r In its derinloUoti or meaning, il'! yet employed

hy some amougst. the crow f)f II wba]o-."Ibip, when sN>.king tuTtle, &C., on shor~ to announce the

view of a prize, ana establish fm individual cIaim to the disl.lovery.'"

Frederick. !flatten say~, in his journal of 8 voyage to Spitzbergen in 1671, that when t-be Dut;;~il

wbalemen saw wha-leH, "or when tht,y beard them bl[)w or Apout, they call ill to the ship 'Fall I Fall!'
.~-;'11l~1~ of th~-~pe.rl~-;i;;.~-;~-~;;:the Ht siti~ ';:;Ttb.;-';;;:;'ium,-;;'nd '-;~;"111;;;'- i,;--,;-~-p;;;l,I;e,'·;~~,-

llloniC3t,eg with au c~terllal fiilflurc ncar tbt\ front, and upper e,;:tretuity of the h..ll<1, 'Which portioll is known t-o
whllolilmell a... the" nClddle Cutl." Throagh t,hi" orifice the animal l:'ject... the column of expirt'd air from Ita lnng~.

The" spoat" may lOt timeH, ail the animllol makea i t>l ri6ing, whclt thE> spirael", ill f1nbmerged b~- tbe W\IoVeI! of a rough
.sea, be oompoSi'(1 of or mlogl"d \\'i/.II sarf:we Inl,ter, which is elev'Qtad boY the llo!uma of brea.th as it MCaPllllllpwsra;
otherwi~(\ the" SPOilt" is merflly 0. connenl'ol.tion of Warm fLlr front the Inngs as it cornell iu contact with the colder air
uf tbe atmOl>phere,

Tht~. right wha\fl hlIos two" 'blow-hole!:!" 4t the Ilumlllit of tIl6 large protuberance on thll book ·~tbe hell.-d,
:amiliarly known all tho" crowa ; " and th6 vaporoull· emil>&ions, wbich ar(\ tbro" n up vettically, part at the topllUd
iall on eitber l'ide. The bifurcate appoo.~llonceof the eolumn has given ('origin to the name " forked f1Jll>Ilt-." ~p1ied t-o
thilt 1l1'eCiell by the Nantucket wbalemcn. It i8 all the more apparent all the whale ap~lWbe&-providedyon taM
t,iUl6 f..:' in:V68tJg-at<J th6 matter--or rooodeg from. yorr, ill a direc~ linll. 'rile thlb&Ck: wh&le alllO hu i1nl~; 1m!
all the OOlttUUUlllnit.e uear the b~, it bas, at a dlstl!onee, the appearance of one !IpOnt.. But tl) the experietloed ey"
tbe SPOllt of thi!l whale oall never be CObfo"l'd wit,h th ....t Qf th" ePflrnl whale ;~e fj)f-IDer Jl3Dende at &bn(J!lt right
angl(18 with the horiZon, Rnd the latter i!ll thrown forward lilt an lIongkl M Ilholtt 4,'; degrees, or, llolI tho wball'l'l;'DeD- j//,)',

about a "four-point course_"
t Which ie probably 11 "Nattiflk" ex:preesi-on, .IIigui(ying "Ht:I:I'6 IS ll, 1,'I"tu.iI~."-(J, T, B.)
; Kimrod Oftlill Sea; 1].104. .
• Wb~Ul:lg Vo.r~ Aroand the Glooo, 19W, 1"01. ii, p. i'Q2.
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then everybody muet be read~' to get inw the long Mat that he doth belong to." S\%)l'efthy Bays it

was customary with the Eugli8b fishermen when 11 whale was ~ighted to callout" A fish! A usu!
or a fish mine!" and when it W(l.S harpooned a lllllUU flag or jncl; was rlhllJlaJcd in tue fast boat.

"'hen the IDen on watch on the sbip perceived this sign aI, they irnlOediately shou tt'u. "A fall 1A
taUl" and at the same time stawllillg on tbe deck to give tllc alarm to tlw fill'eping crew below.-

1.'he present well-known cry of "There she blows I" hM lung bewn emplu.yed by American
whalemen, the feminioe, being used as the epicene g~uder of whale)';. The direction of the whale

from the s1.lip is thou indicated by the men on duty. If the ceta-ceau, instead of pmsuing the even
ten or of its way, should bappell to be indulging ill sorne of its q [leer antics, til l'se are al so reportpd.

LOWERING FOR WHALEs.-The Xew Bedford Mptains rarel~' lower for wha.le,;, especiaU;y ill

the A.Ntic fishers, as they Ilrefer to remain on board to lookout fGr the ice" w hicb mom~,l:ltaril~'

threatens their \"l'ssels, and to direct the movement'! of the uoats uy means of' siguals, previously
:tgreed upon, made usuaUy witll tue light sails. TM code of ;.;ignals i;;; (\ ntirlo'l;\' arbitrary, and
varies, of oourse, uu different B"bips, at<. it, would not be policy tor a master of one' vessel t.o make
known his orders to the commander of another.t Low'el'illg the gal!"· I:opsai I or 8pallkrr 011 ODe yr8sel

may, therefore, mean that whales are "astern," and f;luLt the officenlof the boats should procet',l

in that direction to intercept them; but tue sa.me signal displayed by anotber ve~sel may have an

• At this l/olll.rrrl tJ1C cr0W j Ulllp from their bedfl, r,wh upou (Jilek, with their c10theR ti"d hy a Rtriug ill t,h,dr hlilldfl,
find crowd into their boat!!, with a temperature of ,",oro. l'he cftlW, uuder such o(l(J[.flioIlfl, am "lIie/ded only l,y their
,lraw<;rs, fltookinge, a.nd 8hirt.~, or otller habiliment" in which tll,', "l"cp. They woneraH.,· wntr;,e to Orelfl." tlwlU""I ....fl,
in part at least, all the boatll are lowered down; h'lt GOffietim(l,~ they puah o(l' in the st4l.e in which tIle.V rig" fmm theil' <

h"ds, row awlloY toward/! the faet "boat, ami ha,.." uo opportunity to clotho thelll~elvoflfor a lcug'th of tiu\ll afterwwoW!.
Th" alarm of 110 " Fall" hall a singulal' I)ifoot on the f,)eliuge of ll. «leeping l)or~ou, ullaccufltomo(l to the whak-fi:;hing
busiue&!. It has often been mietaken a~ a cryof-diet-reS!<. A lal1deman in a Hull _hip, seE'ing tlw (,ti,W, on an occaeion
or a "fall," rURh upon d.ecll:, with thoir cloth.,s in their hll.n<lR, ",lien fher" wafl no appeJ.lrul1<'~1>of dRDger, tllOngb/ tbe
"'.en were l\.\l mad; but V"ith a1.l.()th~.r lil<lividual til\'. ~1I".,()t, w:\11> wt,ally ditf"reut. Alarm"'l witl\. t\.l<\ \'xtrin'r<linary
HOi&e, and still more 80, when he l'<milhed tl..> dook, with tho appnara,ll<)" of all th.. cww 8<:>at.e,d iu thE' boats in their
~hirte, he imaginod the ship was sinking. Ho thoref<m; endeilovur<l<l 10 get into a ),oat hirnRelf, but "''lery ()He of them
I.oclng fully ma.nned he WBS ~WBye repUlsed. Afoorlleveral fmitlt':>s ondiJll,vor" to l('ain ,. plae" lllllfHlj,l" hi'" couullodes he
cried ollt, wi1;!l felllingR of e,..ident alarm, "What shall I (10' Will none of yon tak'" mo in "'-Amerioa" NQtMr~1

Rhtory. G/Xlm<rtl·. flO1. iii, p. 166. GQm~df'(Jm Antic Rcgi(Jn'I, "01. ii.
i ConE QF SrGloI'ALS.-It is the custom of the capt.ain of e~eY)' fint-cJ.a.ss whale shill to l!ll)plo~' a corle of aigllal~

for the Knidanoo of the boats' crews when Jowert"] for wh!l.les. Thll 8j~3JlI vary on tlHI different, ~bip~, or, iu other
"'''rils, there' _re Q<l mallY (lodes IlIIII th6r<'l am ~hips. Irl many elJ-~IR they Bre entirely arJ,itmry, ae ito ill onl;)' inknded
I,hat theyehonld be understood lJy the Brews belonging to the v6lllltli tha.t use~ them; }mt what.ever code lli:ly be
IOgreed upon, thl,l more simple and comprehensive it, i.~ Lhe befiter, "'s complicated ~iglJaJs aro apt to mislead or be
wildert.he officers. It is the prerogative of the Wa8terof tho VE'8Se1 to (lflterrnine what 8ignala ~ha1J be (·mployfld, and
after the code has lxlen perfected he explain~ its significance to the uoat.-beaders. Some maatere employ the .,hip's
~l.ils, while othemUS6 ballfJ or t!.lI,ge, or It eomlliuation of aU Ula.~' be utilized. Tht1re are Jluhli8hlld aceOllutJI of HIe
Blgnll,!ll employed by tbl'! Engllilh a,a weUlli\. Ametk&1l whalillg "'fl!l!lllls. C;l,l't. G. n. nurdeu, of New &.dford, who o,t
)lre!I8Dt is engli'ged in whaling, ha.ll furui!!hOl} the following syRt-em for tbiR report: "A ~'ery <:lOllllU()U code conaiet", of
the red, White, a.nd blWl col:of'fl-tJue llag eaoh of theee colors, llnd a. fourth of the threil combined. Tbeso four f1agll
r~PNl!o(lllt the fUlIr boatll, the lItarboanl, port, waist, and bow- 1.oMs. Tholle a.re thl' Mffie kind or flags used ill the
baat"" and when 80 lIeed tbtly a.ro oaUed wa.ifil (duplicates). The fonr f1a.b"ll al8Q repr_nt the tonr important lxlaJ'ings
fmm t.M.'!Jl.~. E;W.ioo-.~ qD.u'li~ \~wnu.'mg to thl> ~til)bll I)f \:Itlat" I)ll tnt> \.mm~)', 'I'In\t~, ~'v't \'I')tt

quarter; blue for waist .or beam; and red, whioo, and blne filr bOw. By ulling the ftagllwpll.r"tely and by combining
~hem the boa.ta can be directed very easily in I'IIlY dIrection. :f;very ve8Se1 uses II> illig t'alilld thll whaling aignal. If,

16 an atumtio:U l!ignal. It may be of /mY color, Bud when Bet jl,t either fore 01' lnain ma8t head it indioa_ that th"
~haJ.ellare up. AtnUzzen peak it esJ18 the bOa.ts OIl board. If the whales are not Been by the boMa wbl,n the 1l.tOOn
tum lhg ill set,~ beRinp a.re pOinted out by the code thue: If on starboard. beam the .red lUId bln~red fir;lt, or
blne nnder red; For p<'>rl beam white and binA&fid 80 on throllgh a oombitlation of col<lt>ll and a gel'iea of pO!1Jtionsof
fia.I;ti.' ..., .

"By thll' UBllof theJl.t1g8 O!" wath.in too boats tlwy can be identitled when fast to a whale or need llollSistance, and
by ~hei:r U8eOliboArcl.~ can call anyparllioulu boat t.o 88Sist anotheT, and ca.n 801110 direot its movement!! to a
d6lllI'6dpoint;By 'theu.ae Gtthe fo.ulo 1la;g& l:Ill}lUately and eomhinoo at difi'erent mlWlt~hean$ l\>fi exoellfilt oodemay
~ ~~Jiah«l; but~ll Ui. 0IIJm w.e&t<he:r, or wheQ. the boats ate atong.way~m th., $h~P, t,be,lIigna18 or fi~OlI>Illlot
~.~ Jtthtinbeeomea ne/lElllllaIY to All0l't otll.pr mf;l&Ut1 of a.gnaliog. TIll, light \llllla Ill.lllWer th16p~

SB,o. V,:YOL. ,II-17 .. ,
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entirely different meaning. The master a.rranges thtl system of gignals and explains itR signitlca.nee
W the uoat-headers. Some of the Proviucetown m~t8ters lower with the hoa.ts, egpeciaUy when au

"ugly" wllal;; or a bl'ge suhool is Jtttacked1 ami some prefer to taktl an aCLiye part iu tJle captnre.
Oil large vQssels it is to the illtere>lt of all eOllcl;'-rlwd that thl' cO~Illa.lHler should remain on board;
for wheu h('J lowers; the offiell of" I:lbip-keeper'; uevolve:s llsually UpOll the cooper, and, as might he
e:qH~ct:ed, the officer", when deta.ebeu from the "essel, prefer to rely upon the judgment of the cow

mander. 'l'lle master eU'll also tak(\ upon himself illOl'e resp()usibilitythan the cooper, or any other

subordinate would dine 01' cam to aSHUllIe. Great skill and experience is required Itt timeg in
directing the movements of the hoats, and snch taetjcs rna,)" be. compared, 011 a smaller scale it is

true, to handling a, [lUd.)' or 1I11'U in attaekiug a wily enemy. TIle c;iptain, oy 8tayin~aloft with the

marine gla1;ls, has hetter opportunities tl1'1n the lUell in the boats for ascertaining the [l('8itiollS of the
wlmJes 11lul fo1' obser\'ill,g' thei1' movements; fwd he rum telegrapb his orders b,Y illBallS of sails OJ

:flag::'! to the boat-ht;uder8, awl direct the movements of tlw vessel viva. voce of t,ho men below.
TlJe lli(oll at ihe first ala.rm. come swarming up the companion-wlt;y of the forcastle. In t,be

ext-reuw 80u.thllrIl fLshl!ry they divest themselves of llupertlnous artidts of' clothing and seatter them
illdj~eriminately ~tbout the deck; rolli ng up t,heir troll;.;ers and girding their loius with their

leatLJer oolts, takiug a double reef until supper time, tlte~' hold themselves in reac.liuN;" to go over
the I:>idc of the YUlIsellLt the word of command, There is a certaill order, or systematic actioTl,
observed on all fil'~t,·clUJ>8 whaling vessels, howeHn,' imperfectly disciplined some of the boats'
crews may bt\. 'l'I.w ca.ptain indicates the boats he wisbc;.; to att,ack the whales; the boat-header

antI the hoat-steerer take their propel' positions in the boat-the former at the stern and the latter

at the head-whill! i'lll,,;pellued l'wm the dll,vits. At the proper moment the davit-tackles are ruu
out 11,\' llIeu on deck, and thl~ hoats ur(jP with a lively gplal>h. The sprightly oarsmen meantime
leap tlw ::llllp'S mil, and !\winging theml;cln~s down the side of the vessl~I, partl:r assisted b,y the
chains Ill' chanuels, and jnmp tlltO lohe bOat" just about the time the latter strike the wa'Wr.

Although it mit,\' be said tUtu'O is 11 gellcral &Jramble, there is not thtl least oonfusion j 8l'er.r

persoll awl 1:1liug ha.s the proper p1ace assigned to it in a whale-boat.

GOING ON TO .A. WllALE.-,"Vhen .squarely in the water the sail rna,Y be set, or the men Sprillg

lively to their oarB. If they apllroa.eh a whale during a calln, oars are tbrown aside and the boat
propelled witll paddlt's. A~ 800n as the boat leaves the Sllip the order is to line the Oal'S. It is

important thatthi~ should be attended to before the whale is harpooned or a capsized boat may
be the result. The W:la],dine is pas:sed forward and arranged in /:lucb a manuel"*' that it mas be
taken out b,r the wlwk without fouling.
';"-;j:\~;ii.w;~illsuI'I;-~;;-~~seit;;;-b~--;;;,I"rtor-gallant llail~(t,he~yalllare seldom, if ",\--er, u~ on ... croW;;;
gn>llJl.d), ami l",arly or 'jnite llalm i tlw hOllb <.iO\\'ll aftu wll11h,~ which IDay cailJ", lJI' alw4l1 of lbe ship' along diolt:J;nc6
from aml not in lIight of rIlt' bQat«; tho; fiying-jil> being ImulNI down, !oignals for nhea.<.\,and the boats then l'I'Ocetld in
this directi"n_ If til.. wh ... ltl« lIOn; goiug quick])', tb<l fl~'il1g-jib Hlruuld be run np a.nd down rQ,pidly for the boats to go
fastct. Galf~tol'!<.'Lilor »punk<lr(lown.......bule. ao;r"'rLl. flhl1t11d th", wbal<:s COUle II].) on tlw weather bow, say {QUrpointl',
the woother clin\' of fOl'"top-glloIlwJ.t «>ill gael> l\p; 011 w"ather-beam, Illl>.intop-galIlUlt sail; ",,,,ather quaricr,say four
point.!, uljz~lll1toll-~a11allt><ail, or if thll Vtlssel iM a bsrk, tbtJ gaft~top8ail, in connectiou with weather clew of ml\in~

top-gallant illl.il. Either of th6 gallant-lSails lowerlJd on the cap is a signal (or the boats to h6Jl,ve to-gontl f8.r e:o.ou.gh;
and lila on, by wo:rking tho light saHli, l!Ieparu,tely and c(mjoi)!tl~., n. Vt'lr.l' oOlllpr",hlln..ive code lJlay be eetabliShed.

"In right whaling a. pointer illllClDDBction with the wh.aJitlg·~igJlQ,li. often u~, The poinier iealargeb8,llkfl~

or frame of wood covered with (lanvas Itnd l)aiuted hlack, 11lllll\;d at tbe and of n12-fout pole, used at .llllloB~headftlld

point611 in the direotLO!l of th6 whale. Thi<l does not aiJllwer th6 rl,lquirelllentls of 8Jl6riD. whaling. ,The epenn whalea
am vllry tim.id, and W6 m:mnot approach Dear enough with tht' Jiliip ttl mJl.ke thl,l p<;>lvter lI.1Idtu'5tood ll"ithotlt wger
of galleying them.

"I have alao_lllarge balill (elloUVa8-COV6red blLllket.. psintoo black) workw on th!l fore &ndaft.ur.;. iouigWi1e,
but can give bat littlll information :reguding thew.'" ",

"The tol) end of th6line in the4rg6 ttih iflled forward, and about 3 01"4 flithoms wiled iIi. the,~<il the 1)ji&t.
This is a box-warp. The bight of the lill!; is wried aft and thrown over the loggerheJid, The li»enm.-iOb'l:a.&id rJ\
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The officer, or boat-header, it; at this time in tJitI f;tern mHJets manipulating the steering oar,

()I', as tbe term implies, he "bea.ds the boat," or laYI3 U.H: harpooner on the whale_ He bal3lStanding
room only, being the only OlJe for WllOlll a thwart ha~ not been lJrovid~d. HilS uutie;; are, among
nthers, to 1:;0 sIla,pc tlle course of till' boat <tIS to get within" darting distlUwe n without "gallying"
the whale. All the /Sail oftentimes (Jbst.ructs the view of the officer, preveJltin~ hiill from sooing

the whale, he mUl:>t rely upou the harpooner for instructions w steer the ltoat.

The boat-steerer is at tbe head of the boat a.ttending to hi.. duties as oarl:>man. Wben the
1ll'opcr moment arrives he springs to hit;; feet, sometimes at the word of command from the boat,
header, and, with his harpoon well in lllWd, dart!:> it i1lto the whale. ,"Vhen the animal has been

fnstened to "good and solid" tho harpooner and offic(\r immediately eltallge places. The former

attends to steering the boat, while the lattt'T proceeds to kill the wLalc wit.h tIlt, hand~lallce, if

tluch an iOl:>trument il> used. If the whale is to be towed to tue n~~~el, the header nTH] harpooner
again shift endl:l, the former takiug the skeriug oar; hut, when the ship goes to the whale, they
remain in the p0l>itions the;y occupied when the lancing was done, and the header Jla8ses the tow
Hne to r,he ship. 10 travertiing the distance between the ship and the whale, the boats may move

iIi single file or en khelon, with a total disregard, however, to the order of these evolutions, since

it is not intended tha,t snch tactics should he employed. As may naturally be inferred, there is,

e\'en among the boat'~ crews that belong to the t;;ame ship, sharp cOlllI,etition in getting filllt to
whales. Man.)' whales are Jostin this way. Thm is caUed by tho New Bedford whalemen "wbaling

for victory," or "victorions whaling," and is merely the result of the desire of certain officers

to kill whales tllemseh'es or prevent others from doing so. This utter dil:lregard, which some of

rhe boat-headers seem to have had in olden times, for the SI1CCt\ss of the voyage may be attributed

to that desire on the part of man,}' men, in all statiOIlli of life, to be the leading spirits in certain
exploitl:l or movemenw, without regard to their own ability or the const'\quences. As an illu~tration

of this kind of whaling, I shall merely sa,y that W ben the thrl:\e port boats are lowered, they nsually
proceed s~'stematicany and cautiously to the wind ward of the whales, with favorable chances of
suceel:\fii but when the starboard boat is ordered down, if its officer, a "victorious whalemau,"
instead of following the same course taken by the oth€r three aud coming in behind, takes a shorter
course for the whales, he invariably gallie.s them. The result ·will be, in a mujorits of C:l/MlS, that,

Mne of the boats will get. fast. This practice, though universally condemned, is oftentimes

l'()&0t:ted to, and can only be broken up by the strictest discipline. All Capt. W. H. Seabury

remarked, in conven,;ation with the writer on thi!! subjtJc~, H the first duty that an officer of a whale·

boat shouM be taught is that- he il:> on a voyage for oil and not for whales."
:Kotwith/;tanding there is, more or less, a spirit of rivalr~' among tile boat's crews, and a sharp

l,JOlOpetition among the captains of the ve~ls, it is oftentimes imperative as a mutual protective

polic,\T that harmonious8Ction should be paramount to all others. When d()wu for whales the

uosts belonging to the same ve8sel are obliged to assist oIle another. Sometimes two or more

CflnVl'l llelOIlging to different vessels unite in the capture, and if successful au equitable division
of the oil is afterwards wade. This is called" mating." Two vessels way J.;le glUllmirJg" when

whalel:l are rai8ed, and in order to render the captnre certain, and for the purpose of workirJg

tog~ther harmonioIi4l,y and eWootively, the vell8els generally mate. I. If tbere has boon no previou~
of th .' . -,_._--~---- .._-_ .._~---~----- . - . ~;._.-

. e boat;(I-ver the oa-r-s. Thuds dono after th6 ual'BlD61l have La-ken their _tlt. The tlJ:t:reru6 end oftbe line liIilrst
~<>d thttillgh the chock", then brought iu1.N>al:d Iilld ixln& into the eye--aplioo of the rope strap of the first harpoon.
l.etIie EuhallgiDg vittlti8, getting tho late!lt news, or prohabl.y letters from hODle, snd otherwise extending the OOUf'o

'befittina" :the~OIl wh6u-two wlulJtmslUeet on the broa4 tlCtl1Io1l lUI4 "6peak" o:wh othtlf.
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agreement: to mee.t tlle (1xigcoc?, a flag is hoistf'd at tlJ(' lIeak (!f the captain's !'Ibip [upou whicll

they are gammillg]~which familiar sign, ~pe(,':iull'y on sperm-whale grounll, is readil.y undel'"too(lt

and ,yhen He boat" are lower\:ld for the chase, the ,isitiug ca,p~ain takl?8 charge of the mate's
boat of the ,..hip he jlo; OIL hOal'd, and t,he executive officer vi<litiug heads the captain's boat."

"'hell two boats belonging; to diff~rent ships whi<:h are not mated approach the same whale•
the ofIk~r who desir~.l! to etlter iuto a r~(lp8.rtners}lif) with the oth~r sets a waH ill hi" boat. This

6ignal is readily under~tood,and if answered by the officer of the other boat it aignifles that the
terms of agreement are ratified, and t1w whale if captured shall be divided equally between the
vessels.

Two vessel" o(1Iollgfng to different nations also "ometimes mate. The American aud Englilolh

vessels cruil'ing' on tlw smlle grouI1l1 at time.~, {terceiring tbat it would be to tbeil:" illl;ere,st to

joillll;r f~aptnrc 11 whale, ('Ilter into friendly relations and dh·ide tbe proceeds.
In dismissing this !>ultiect 1 8buuld perhaps say that lHllHt,lly the "arne spirit of acquisition,

aud t1w same competition and !Sharp dt:ali.t\g that (jharacte_l'izes men on land, is also characteristk
of whalemen a.float. He who c:tn gt·t a whale without exeee(lin~ tbOM! bOlltlds which hed~e us

in all branches of life's imlusb'ies, usuaIl.f accomplisbi'8 his ends with but little compullctiGD of

coul>(!ience as to the means; otherwise, under ordinary circumstances, he would at times fare

badly during a cruise.
The Rwifte!lL hoats, or those lowered under the most fa,vol'able circmnstancelS, do not alwayll

plallt, the firM iron Qr kill the greatest nnmoer of whales. It may be that :\ boat'!> crew consistli

of an expert officer and harpooner, but the oarsmen, or the majority of them, may be green. Under

these conditions, lnQre especially it' thc:y must rel.-f upon tbe Qars as u motive power, the boat mar
be behind the ottwrs in reaching a Rchool; but frorn the experience of the boat-steerer and officer,
they ruaS strike and kill more whales than when the crew 16 cOIDlIosed enti:rely of veteran whale
men, who may 1'\0 mauage their boat as to be the fl,l,\t to attack the llchool j yet their harpooner

lliH,yeither be gallied or mi"ls his chancefl., and probably not strike as many whales as the slow

boat. As I~ mlf', hOll'over, tbe Ia.'ltest boat.s kill the most wua.lell. The .ooatl'! fmm ODe sbip may

atta(~k a lone whah~"l which, peaking its flukes, may reappear on the ~urface closer to one boat
tlntn thfl other; or they mas strike a. pod of whaleR, and the several boatls ma)' attack as many
w}Hlles, alld the rNmlts ~iJl very materially depend upon the actions of the OOt,aceIiDS u-lId tbe !!kill

and good fi.'rtnne of the harpooners.
Haring oyertaken Qr intercepted a herd of wbales, the manuer of l'going OIl to tbem," which

l,1ignifie~ the ad of approaching and harpooning them, is so varied as to preclude a system of ruleJ3.
The elements of 8UCOOSS, however, ill performing this feat are introduced in the 8tereotyped rule of

tlle wbalemen, "Never gaIly your Whale." Attention to the practice of the most skillful whale
meu l joined with his own experience, maRt be the guides of the officer who directs the movements

of bis mla-t. ll-Iueh <lepends upon dre1lllJ/iltanC8l;, the kind of whale attacked, and many other COll

siderations, which, ariMing Gn tho spur of the moment, must be taken in hand n.nd carried ont by

the officer as opportunities are offered. The training aud courage of the crew is also It. ~tion of

IlQ little importance'; for, with some grefln blIDda, the first impUlse, when the boakteeiet l8 a.bont
to dart the iron, is to jump from the boat to the water. SOlDe wbn,lemen prefer to satlover a,

right whale, striking it about midships, a.nd throwing the toggle.iron wben they are" wood aDd

black8kin," that is, when the boa.t a.nd whale are in contact, or nearly 80t atwbich mometlt t/ItJ

cetacean immediatBJy" settles," with a marvelous rapidityl tll/l8 a1fordingan OPp01'tl1¢tJ' ,or the

hoat to sail over withont injury to itself or crew. Some whalemenalao approaclltbel'iptwluJ,le
• qn;s,rtering," on the starboard side, to gil'c theboat·stoorer a right;:handed dart]~,-tatter is
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always a desirable point to be gained; for. Oil the NJIJIrary1 the harpoOIwr will l.tayp a left -Iw ndcrt

thrustO\'er tbe stloond 11'0D , which, even with H left-hatlded roan1 woultl be an ~wkwnnlmo,,'enl;\ut•

.in officer of a boat never follows the wake of a right whale, for the morm\Ilt the htlal sfrikc8 the
"suds". it is maint.ained f.hllt the wbale i.., iillmedia,tdy ma-de llequaiuted with the fad· tlll"ough

some unknown agency, and wiH btl gamed, witL()u~ fail, and soon wideu the ditltance between
itlJelf and the crew.

So fal' as I can glean reliable facts from intelligent whalelncn, 1 am of tl1e opinion that the

rmrjority of whale!;l do not willfUlly or maliciousl:i' at.ta~k the boats, and that most of tbe accidents
now on record are due elliettr to the via lent convulsiolls of the w hall'S in t heir eag{'ttw~g to make

tlwir e""cape rather than to tlJeir ferocity or pugnacity, A whale may be qui(,tly all/I peaceably
making it!'; pa,8~age, it III ay be 31'lleePJ or it mllS bl' ferding or lJeJ'Jwps eru;sin:; on'r its g'l'onnd,

when fl.ttdd0uly it ie. arrestw by 'it, llarp<)(m burh;'~d i>~Ycn~1 f\>d· ill -it", fiel>h. 'l'hcr(· 1111\;'" 00 times,
when tlms I>uddellly aroulled and smarting under 01' <lllgered h.}T their wmIml", it" a -"pt>rm wha.lt..,' it

bais ru",Jlc(lheadlong upon the bO<lt lU111 (]emvlished it instantaneously. UllUillIy tlle whale is
tN'titlH' beyond measure by th'iij unexpeowd thru~t, and its fir~t 'impulse 'is tn get l)llt of the way

immediately uy burying itself in the dept.hs of tile oootm, or to escape by running. The mo

IDt,ut a whale ito struek a Violent thrashiug of the flukes ell!;l(le.';l, and they Me just as apt to cut

110IVn a, boat as not, should it be ill the way, and, of course, tile work of def>tructiolJ would be as
complete ll<:I if tbe wbale had premeditarod the attack, Several whales of this 8llecies, however,
have Dot only attacked. tbe small boats bu.!' have gone" head ou" to vessell'; al1d disahled them,
and Capt. baiab West tells roe he has had them. to chase him "!ike a dog l1 in the whale-bollt. The

remarkable los8 of the Es&ex will ever be fresh in the memorv of tIle whalmuen of all nations, as
evincing the terrible anger and revenge (If the mighty cachal(lt.

While in. New Bedford I met Capt. Martin Malloy, who WIlS tbe master of the bark Osceola
3d when she Watl attackM by an angry !;lperm whale after it had demoli~bt'd three boats.
Uaptain Malloy t6US me tbat this oe~urred to the "Wi'JSt.nOYthwe8t of Cj\P(~ Vel'de Islands, lati·

tude, 190 degrees north, longitude 28 degrees, December 16, 1866. A large bull sperm wh~le was

l"aifled; the waist boat and the starboard boat struck it and were l'stot"e." The nHl.te picked up the
tH:WS of the two 1\ cracked" boat.. and took them to the l'lhip. T}w wha.]e in tnt' meau time con·
tiuued to fight the l)ortionl'l of the boat and the boat gear1 angrily seizihg piec/!ll of wood aud otber

artkl~ an.d breaking them to pieces with his jaws. Oaptain 1\falloy did 110t think it prudent to
attack the whale.in the small boats, and went Oll it with the ship. When wJ.thin 300 feet of the

whale it tumed ou oue llide and made fot the%ltip, with itF. mouth wide ouell, U\,l. 18 the habit of the
Bpeci8ll iu lOa-king an attack. The whale suu ck the vessel on tbe bluff of tbe port bow, knocldng
olr the the cut-water. The ijhip tremuled from stem to 8tern, and so gnn,t, was. tbe concnssion that

lUa!J~' art.icl~s<In b%l'd, Such ai:> ~toek~y aud gl~Bl"iwal'e and (Itb~r ",man utenl:;ila, w~re dil!olQdged

tJ'()JD the places where they are usnall.f kept. AE the whale cro!med the bow two band-lances and

a. botnb-Iance were thrown into it. The vessel wade for the whaletbe second time, but it kept oll
All tll.il> tim" the. two row-lines and g por~j(J1l of one of the stove boats were fAstened to the wha,ll',

the Hues being ~ntwined about its ~dY. Captahl 'Ma.1loy~ with a pioked crew, finally approa<:hed

~he Whale a.nd killed it after a desperate fight of twel'n~ hours. The whale stowed down 115 barrels

, ~ ~berlloou1l.arity oCthe wllale iii 0;;" gllp".;--Wh~-tbe-~~~~-;l whul; i(o\ ai"rlllt'd o~ ~~·t~~lm ",g"i~~";;r
~Ult, Gng~ downJG?a ni:n bllll.eath tl:te 8.arlaOe it emit<J .... portinll af oil, or il'ill "'lllivll>Jent" which, for 8 oonllid"l'abl~
~~ ~fWJno, .,.,UeIi a smooth, brigbt&llt'la,oe OD· the. wll.~. Thiol i& tetmed the {('iI> or w..,k... The ruY800ry of the
:e1P 1/!. wa,1"tIII>l ar llllpp06lldeotll1!lunititiQn :between thillllllloOth Ilpot aud the whjl,je ~(:cllaiQnillg it, ~h"uJd the bml.t-

,ad,* ~U.s:melypullhis boat' jJJto tbia gllp, or eTofl8 'the nne lltlt"'een tb.e r"trea.tIIlg whale anu b~ ,dlp, thl> I&K:t
:.~ toga1Ue.t&tt .itoWaL~l. WlLU&.Mlf. DAVUI, NImrod vi tl;Ie Sea, p, 161, This ill tIIainu,'ined and IItlb.tan~

by 'l!"~~S.:-<J,T.».)
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of oil. The juw fllea~llrNl in a lit~'\ight lirj,(' ftClUl ('xtrdlle rOT'ward ('lJd to 8od,;et 1fI f~et and 2

rUbbes, '1ud thf) fiuke8 IG feet 4 i1H!he!> from point. to point, Captain l\IaIloy also tells me that wb~n
eut ill, th£'o bont's of th{~ b(~gd or" the whale Were fractured frotp. the eoncttSi'lion of tht~ SIWeTh blow,
which evidently disabled the animal aI1d prolwbly sa v('{] thl:' sllip~

It ~ometimes (){}Curs tbat the boats are lowered aud the crew eagerly engage in the cha!'le, but

without success, The whales m~y per1"taps diB~l)peal' altogether from Yiew, 01' it may 00 necessaf~'

to" cut line ,'. and abandon a whale at tbe approach of nj~ht afhw a long and tit'I'ce struggle

Tbe chase may be pOl:ltponcd on a{:count of' fog or rougll weather, or 11 harpoon may i'draw" and
the animal esca,pes for that time at l~AAt. TrQuble may ~ll;,;o arise from entangl('ment of the line

(foul-line) as it runs frOll the boat.; tbt1 whElle rollS be ext~.m",l~' vicious or "ugly," or it rna.)"

escape by running under ice. A-gain, the Whale may be lOl:lt by wbat 1"<5 kuo\'Vn as "oppoRition

wllahng," wh~n the Crews. of Ute smalI boats belonging to the Same 't'es$e! infringe upon the rights

of others in going on tA) a whale, to which we ha\'e already referred.
GgT'l'u...-G FA-ST.-Tbe ~lfast, hoa,t," in tbe whal~a1l-'s \lictlou\lry, ~igni1i('_s the boat. aetuuJly

(ougtlged ill tbe COillture, fu,."t to the whale hy nlCans of the harpoon aud liui'. .A loose boat, on tbt~

other hand, is, aJ'\ the term implies, one tbat has not Rucc~eded in I>trikillg a whale. The duty of

a 100llB boat, if neaf by and lll>t ~"ftaill (}f a captut'e~ is to keep within hailing distance of the fast

hoat. Still thefe iii! UO rule laid down for 1'11l1Jb <lJ procedure, Two l!Oats may fasten to tile -"ll.Ilie
wbAle, uule81'\ it l'lonod,.. If one hOil,t is fast and the wllale gONI below, the 8eCQud hoat usuall;1' Jays
by. It is l:lometime~ the custom, when a, vel:'sel earri(oK {our boats, for tllree of them to get fast to

as maoy wbales ai'l possible, and for tIle fourth to '~plu.~' loose boaL'- "'hen t\ wbale takes out

all (If the 300 f'&thoIUS of Hilt:! eilrried it! (lne boat, it would eseapc if ail8istance «"ere not rendered

on the s)lot, The" f;v;t hoat " is therefore made" looi'!c," and the loose boat fa..."t. The latter ('A)II1eR

to tbe rescue eitber by call or @i.gnal, l'ro~ided it has not been taken in tow by the fast OO\\t, whi.ch
16 ROmetimes done. Wh<;lll it i.'l nooes.:surJ" 101' the lof>se boat to lJs.sist, tbe officer in charge casts
one end of bis live to the officer of the fallt boat. The latter bends the line to his OWl! with a roll
ing hitch over the head of the boat. When the Hile of the fa\'l.t boa.t i,l!. almost ont-a.bout 1 H fake"

Of so rem.aining in tbe tUb-Ute· office·r tigbttms hi.~ lIlteb aDd let,'J it go. Often the. bitell slips to
I,be eUII of the line wbere it is brougbt up by the eye.sp}i(le, llnd the line of the fast boat is tuu!'

attached to the line of the h)(JtI~ b<),&t while the, Whale li> rUJluing. This prOces5 may be repeated

as long as more lille is want~ by the addition. of more boats. A fast boa.t mo..valso beCOlUf'

loose by accideIlt) the irOll mar draw or break, the JitJe lfill;y part, or, on account ()f ice, or in v",r~'

rough ww"'ther, or ll.t the, \;l.Irp~(}3.<Jh of night, it may be Ilt'Cet'.8ary to " cut line."
TUtl aetions of whale~, when atti~cked, nwy with both the species and tbe individual~. SUller

ftcial wouud!l annoy them aIld inwtno.l ones: destroy them. Buffering from. the blow (If thebarpoou.

they endllll"or to esc:\pe the hand tba.t iJJlIicts it, or to rid themselves of the instrument tbat irri

taoos. lind wrtures thlil fleRh, 'ro flA'.compli&h their ends they can resort only to the most violeU1

physical exertioull and cOlltortiolls. At such a ti.m~, I\ud l>\ub~u.euUy,~ the boat approachctl tll

afford the officer all opportuliity t() use the ha.nd.lance~ the imminent dangt'r of one'a life is oael/·
times unparalleled; but the d~ng6r dilllini8be8 when the lanoo ~netrat:eB the sensitive }ungl> ~ll'

convoluted inOOstio~8, for the nnbappy creatnre then weakens, and becomes quiet under tht'

.MJOthing infin~noo of dep\l.'[tiu~lif~.

As a meaDS of defenee, tbe right wha.le depends solely upou its flnkeil, Wbicb ro~3811l"e (;<lID

12 to 15, and 80metimea 2() feet, in expansion, and in depth & we> reet, and 'W~igh -l«l.~.eralwall:.

~ When t,ne wbale ill aOOu."t to taketh" endof th.. U.!l~ tb.e d~o.tg i~'bent -oD,ferWllrd of lhet~1Vl:t1\:a'1'O}h.Og
bitch, <With the ex:peoatlou.tha-t wht!ll th~ troUble mu~ t,ht' wluole Dlaybe (ound. .

: ,"."::
" .. , -
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This immense creature useR its caudal fin with J'enwl'kablp dBXh~lit,)-. alld often wit.i) HIt' lIJO"t

frightful rellults. The northwest coast whale, or the P&Cifi(~ right whale (BalmtHt japonica), i~

the most dangerous of the bOlle-bearing whah·s to Bllcounter. \V lWll attack£:d, or Rurronnded h)'
obnoxious objecb" it performs an evolutioll with itg ftukes COllHllOllly e;tlie(l R\H,pping, that, is,
swinging them from side to side, and iudeed, when gn>atly incensed, it "Rweeps from oye to eye,"
churning the water into mountain.'\ of foam, and demoliHhing ever.ythi ng ill raJlge, A lthongh the

whalemen a,ntieipate thil<. defcIlBi."e and oll'enslve ma,m~u\'~l', they oft",·utime,,,, p0rmit Uleir plWSionate,
ardor in the capture to exceed the bounds of prudence, aud as a, pcn111ty sometimes lose tbe whale,

boat, apparatw! of capture, and even tlleir O\vn lives.
Tbe sperm whale, on the other hl1nd, is, as the whalemen express it, "da.ngerous at. hoth

ends." Althoug-h it does not sweep with its tlukefl, as the right whale does, it gives them up and

down motioIls, bringiug the broad surface with tremendOlls force MId startling efl'eet JlPOll the

water; .yet the caudal member shoulU not btl disregarll('l1. If uisposed to show fi~ht, it relieoc
mainlJ upon itB long, slender, treacherorw Itwer jaw, Ktndded with -glistening tet·th, llnd to this
dangerous habit~ sometimes calletl "jawi Ilg back," lD:l.y be attributed the death of man;\- whalem('u

and the demolition of many boat-'l. Owing to the position of it,.'i eyes, it commands a wide ohlique
Yision, and consequently guard~ agaiMt premedihlteJ at[.aekR on both sidt's, but While it may

congratulate itself upou so wise a provision on the part of nature, it seems oblivious to the
fact that for the same reason-the peculiar position of its 6;ves-it canuot perc{\i,e an ol!ject immo
'liately ill front 01' behind. To this oversight of nature, the J';perm whale may attribute its defeat
ltwl destra.ction, and the sperm whaleman his suecesfl and profit. Tbe favorih~ metllod of (~apture •

i~ to i; take it head and head," or to .. go on the flukes." In either case, it is better to keep tLc

"hump," a functionless adipooe dorsal fin, atHi the spout in a lill/.' (If ,ision; for in 80 doing the

hoat cannot devia.te far enough from its Coors/.' to" get OIl the eye" of tIw wlwle. Going on head
'nd head is therefore considered a better plan and is always carried out when practicable. As tbe

Joat and whale are moving in o[Jp~lsite directions, tbe;y come together more ra,pidlr than when the
crews follow the flukes. A few moments are of the ntmost importance to a mllll aoout t\) t'.trike a

wbale. Though lQI'ge, this animal is exceedingly qnick in its mot'ements wben alarmed. Budderly

the wha,Ie may change its [/Osition from a horizontal to almost a, llcrpendicula, one, and disappear
beneath the surfac.e.; it ma.y ulW>ttle" away like, a.oorre~pOlltUuglna&ROflead, disI1N1earing mpid!~'

from view, or with a dexteroua movement of the flukes it rna,Y strike amI demolish tbe llOv-t. Jlall,y

sperm whales are lost when the boat .. goes OIl tlH'ir beads," because tbe harpooner dartS thl! irrm

prematurelYI and striking the impenetrable headskiu, known "'" "white horsp," belld.. his harpoon.
This happens, however, usually- \vben an iUt;X perienced or II gallied l' boat, 8te-erel' tbrows the imll

and loses bis whale becsllSe be did not wait for the orderfl of his officer. Au expert harpooner,
Ull tim other hand, nood not be told when to d art~ nr; he "ChOOOlCS hit'l tllian ce-" and buries ltiil har

!IOOll abaft the tiead as the boat is laid off. Iu follOWing the flukes, the role is, of OOU1'I:l1(', first. to
OVBrtake the whale, Having accomplished this, the boat is laid off, say to the starboard, to give

the harpooner a. right-banded dart, and ranged alongside the whale: "'"hen flU' enoug-b ihrward,
and about 1 Or 2 fathows, or possibly 3 or 4, from the whale, and mo,ing ill a line parallt'1 with it~

',he boat.llteerer bas 8n excellent opportnnity for darting the harpoon into tbe back, or .. bilge,"

lIud the chances of "drawing" wiII be lesftenedif the iron ge.ts fast to one of tile co~tal bones, It
was the old CJ;lWom with 80me of the whalemen to 6l\rrv a small air-tight oil cask in the boat~

When. tbt»y perooived thl'l.t &8perm whale, nBuallY an oid ptlotriarob. was dispo&'d. to sMw tight,
the C8i!lk 'Oms. throwil.~verbo&rod, a.ndthe ferooions animal immediately prtJ(~;e{led to at.taek it.

F~D:l ita bUo.Yam,yand the ftt.cility with which it revolved on its axil:l in the water l the ca.sk became
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at 011% an objf\ct of ill terest and lllllW'y:tnCle to th~ whale, wb ieh was too illneh engaged with this

little nnisancc to notice the boat as it stealtllil.f approaclled. Some Sp(!Trn Whales, Whtln mort.aU~·

wonndrd, lIlort) especially after eating haartily, are seized with a, violent vomiting, and eject from
their capacious stomachs immeuse "sla-ba" of tbe Oct<,pWJ, upon which tbis sp\'cies largely foods,

If the -Whale i!3 sWimming "top-water,J7 the harpooner has a better target w dart at; but if

lilwimming under the '~rim of the water," or about to 8ound, he must make the best 118e of hili! time
aud opportlluitic8 and exercise his diseretiQll. Agaill, the wbale may be "scooping" or feeding
a mor~ hmrible sight has never beeu wiluessed ashore or afloat than a large right wha10 with

contraeted upper lips, expo8ing the long laJers of baleen, taking in his food--and while thus engaged
at times pays little attention to surrounding objects, anll may be struck with comparatively little

trOUble. And Jet again, the wha.l\'l Whel\ \l;r>lWot>eued mas" t\lt'U dukes" aDd sonnd j but the men

laww b." experielwe IlbQut tbe location Where it may make it.'j "rising," which it ii> compelled to
do fllr inlmlation, It Illay reappear surlrlellly ~1Uder ~e boat and sma",h or up~et it, or it ruay como
up within a short distance from tue lllNl, in whibh c\),i!le the OO'a.t is \ay~d 011 and the boat-Bteerer
strikes llim "wood and blackskin." Or, a~ i~ the ca&\ very often in right wbaling, the boat may
~ail over the whale brOadside, striking it a.bout -'midships at the very time the harpoon il'\ thrown.

As before remarked, the right whale h,1# the power to "settle" like a lump of lead when an offen·

sive objeet COluBS in (wnilu:t wil:lr it, and the boat sails Q.61' without injury. Whales may aiM be
approached" quartering," the harpoon being thrown as the boat CTOf\SC8 the angle of the fluke,..

• All thC8e conditiollH W(Jrtl Or le,,8 influence the distance tbo lIarpoon iK thrown, wllidl is commonly

knOwIl at; "d;jl'tiJl~ dhtance." In lliany cases SOme of the '~loug·d<l,rt men" have thrown their

harpoolJs dlecti \'efy as far as ;1 or 5 fathoms. There il'\ olle case OIl record in whicb a remarkable

a;lct il> mentioned. l'n"o hi)ats belonging to difforent /Ships, American and Ettglillb j were coalling

the ",ame """hal"" when oue har.poouer threw his iron over the crew of the other boat and " fastenell
ou to" his whale. Tlre distance the ha,rpoon may be darted, t,hough varying, as a. rule, ft'om close

contiguitS to 16 or 18 feet, depends mainly upou the actions of the whales and tlle most favorable

opportunities offered h,r them for buryiug tbo iron deep enough to take etl"eet without "drawillg 'l

when Ill/! teui;iofj iii lJrougbt to bear upon the line by th& ootions of the cetaceans as theyeitbN
BOuud or rUIl· ThB boat-~t~rtlr ,. chooses hi8 chances," aud, by the waS, if be" miesel> his eb~tlces~

several t.imes, that is, faib to strike two or three Whales in suecession, under favorable conditions,

tbe captuhl d~priYi.~\)him uf his offi%, sud he may Qr may not have another" chance" on that ship.
This i!! what may b(\ termed" hard 1ul~k j 11 Imt the success of the voyag<l depends in a great measure
opon the .Ilkill and al)ility of tbe Doatstoorers,

Stopping a running right, Whale w~tb. the boa.t-l!\pl:\ll-e is, a.touck. th~ 1llQ!t WsngerouB and thrill
iug feat ever executed in th{J "aried career (){ the wha.lema:ai but this method of capture h1Ul
bt.>cu super1>;eded b~; the bomb·lance. The old whalemen never tire of telling Ut;l, as their eye~

sparkle with the fire of youtbful daring, how they "fought umll;l1' the 1!uke& of th", whate,'" .A

whale When about to "SOtlUd,'l that 1'1, to d~800nd iato tbe water, wust first get a purchase with

its broad, fiat tail and then turow it high in the air, ill order to dive ht:ad llrat; the offiCer of the

hoa.t, taking advantago of this eVolution, known as" turning fluke!!," wouldtbrllat the BbJ)l'p..oo.ged.

spade into the "slOaU/' in wbich are inclosed t.he tendonli tha.t connect the body andtbe f!u1l:es,

ilnd having severed some of them, the tail beca.me usel~ like tbe diaabled screw Ofa propeller;
progresmve motion V;a,B &nel'lted, and the wha.le b~ca.m.'e t\ oomp\\T'.\ti...~y ~ypreyto '.its' Cs.ptors.
Some of the w'hll!ewen were very skillful in tbis feat, even when the Whal6w8iI Iflwlmming, or

,. rmlDing,I' on the ·wateJ',Jl.lJd· it, rt:'q llired powPrl'ul'ar1ll8 and OOU~8h~ to·Oro-WJltlteir

effotts with su.6Ce8l:J. There id 000 eMe on record that baI\ oome u'lldeJ: _my o~1ioo.;~an
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•officer actually unjointed the flukes by a tremendous and well·directed blow of the spade. The

whale was in a fllNOl'able position, the uplifted tlukt~S prodncing It tension, and the caudal fin,

though still connectoo, "hung to one side."" SJladin~ flukes i" OlH\ of the lost arts of the fishers,
aud may never again be revived, hut will live with thl~ whaJelllcn from generation to generation.
We should naturally think 'that it would be far preferable to stand oW at a ~afe distance and kill

the huge tloundering cetacean with an explosive lance projeetel1 from a gun, mther than to

approach it while it is lashing the watl'r in its terrible agouJ', and kill it h.l close cnCOunff'r with

the haud·lance. Not so with the broad-chested, white· headed wbalemt!n of the old BehanJ, who
regard the modern gun as a tr<1vesty upon their forefatheri5j yet they al ways acknowledge that if

it were not for the bomb-guns few whales eonId he taken at present in an.y ocean.

When tile whale hus been harpooned, the first order given i~ "Stern all!" to clear the boat

from the whale, and the next is "Wet line! II to preve.nt the friction from the outrunning line. The

officer and hoat·steerer quickly ,l Rhift ends," tlw latter taking down the sail as he goes aft.
As soon all the whale is struek with the harpoon ~t will endeavor to escape either by sounding

or by running, or, as Marten says, "it runa away with the 10ng·Loat ag swift as the wind." If thl;!

whale soundS, the crew lay bS awaiting ib~ reappearance npon the surface for respiration, aud as

fast as the slack·line .is retrieved it is laid in loose coils on the after platform. Although the line

is not coiled as carefu]].., the second time. as it was in thp first place, considerable care mnst be takfll,
for "hould the whall\ a.gain take it out it shonld run as freely as before.

When the whale returns to the surface from it~ sonlH1illg~ it usually comes up with a bound,
and it is at such a time that accidents should be avoided. To \l"a,ru the boat~s cre~' of apllroaching

danger the whale-line is sometimes marked with a bit of colol'l'd cloth or flannel, wbich, as the

line is hauled in, signifies look out for whale when it appears ab(l,"~ the water. If the whale rnns,

the boat, of course, is taken in tow, and the excitement of the chase ill prolonged until the animal

it! tired out, or stopped b;y means of the boat·spade Of bomb-lance.

RATE of SPEED.-As to the funning speed of a whale when first harpooned, I can only sar
that it has uot bei>n accuratel;y determined. Few of t.be whalemen can be induced to give an

opinion on a subject upon which they all widely differ, amI those who give an opiuion are not
willing W be helli respon8ibl<~for it. Bennettf says of the sperm whale tbat wh<m fir<lt pierced
0:" the harpoon it will tow the attached boat at the rate of more than ]5 miles an honr; but tbis

velocity of motion is the effect of extreme excitement and dol?':'l not contiuue Ioug-. Undfr ordinar.v
circumstances of alarm, 88 when conscious of being pursued by enemies, its t'peed a,-erages about

8 or 10 miles an hour. Scorseby says that the Greenland whale swims with a velocity, at the
greatest, "of 8 or 9 miles an hour." •

Capt. William M. Davi<; pnblishes a 8tatement, which I transcribe herewith, condensed from
a serie8 of questions submitted to some of the New Bedford captains. He sa;}'s :

"The running speed oftbe sperm and right whales, when gallied, is supposed to be from 10

to 12 miles an hour. When struck he will frequently go 20 to 25 miles per bour for a short time,

When he will genem1ly stop or 'bring to,' and give t1le ' boat·header' a chance to kill him. Sperm

whales have been known to ron ont 300 fathoms of line in four minntes, and sometimes to rLln out

(j()() fathOniain '80unding.»t: ' ,
Tw€ontyor twenty.five miJe~ per hour is rather a high estimate of the speed of a whale. When

Q whale ftr6tfeeIB the prick of the harpoon it starts off with an almost lU'ltonisbiog velocitj', and it

may theniUn iiot themu,of 25 mUes per hour, but most assuredly it could not actually make that
dill1:.all.Ce .til tb& tim .... .'_ .,.eD~ed.

"'1'bIll:"~!Oi:';by ievmial.wha16meu ofF..dgartown. f Nimrod of the 8&A, p.398.
I~:~VOy. BAiuo,d,the Glob&, vol. 2, p. 1'12.
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Very little attention a.lflo seems t() huve heeu given to tbe mtl~ oj' <;peed when the whale sot'h«!;.

Captaiu Scorei'>by, howcyer, notices the latter as fuUows: " When fish ha....e been struck by IDys~lf,

I ha~ (Ill difl'en~nt oceulliolls estimated their ra te of d('scent. For the first 300 fathoms, the aver
age velocity wa~ mmal1y after the rate of 10 mile,,, per hour. In 'oue instance the tlJitd line of 120

fatboms was run ont in siXty~OVl' secQllclR; t1utt is, :1 t. th{~ rate of 8t Englil>h miles, or 7* nautical

milps, 111'1' hnurP!!

Dn'"FJCtcL'l'1ES OF Ch.l'TURl'.-At t\UWIl OU(', f-a"t hoat may kill it whale, and again, if the animal

shows flgM, ttr<J or tllI'ee boats, and $(lnJetirnes moN', may he required. In OtiC instance a. '>igoMlIs
wiwle took ill tow :lh.lUl four to 8ix boat.., llull Tall t)ut 1,6\)(} f\\tb{)IDS \,tJ,6QO feet) of line. All
(,lldeavnTK tll haul up and laner it proved abortive. The l008e boatR were woored to those that

Wt"rt:' fast, t1.J(' wbale all the time towing: them steadily On. This occurred, writes Gh~'Ver, on
May ~S, lS17.t

Bmlrwtk ,~Jlea.killg of the remarkahle clI(}uranefJ of 8, sperm whale during itl3 capture, oSa,y8:
I' It (l(~cun:ed to (J:qlt, 'I'. St.avl'r>l, of the Tuscan, t.il lose a large whale nnder circamstanceB

that exelllplifiecl the POW\~t· or the cachaloUn Cl1rryin~ oft' i llcumbranl:li:'8 of this kind. 'l'he whale

ill que"t'u.lll, at tbe tim" l\~ e~c:\IW-d frnlli the boat, had attadwd to }Iis bod;V seven harpoons,
three ent.ire boats' liues, (or 1,320 yanls of oonlage), n linc-tull, hud nmuerouA drognel'l; and, with

a.]J tlwse powerfnll.y rf>f:;iHting boll ii's iltlpeding his prop;rrs,:, ultiml'l,tels cscapNl hy superior 8pel'd.

Two days aih~I' tile gallle whale wa" encountered, and killed .with difficulty: hS the shi,p J olm

Palmer, which, at a ~ubsefJuent Itlf'cting in port, restored to the 'Tuscan her harpoons and linea

fOllud on dw (!{'ad whale."t

H j;.; WOl"t./J,Y of rrmark tllilt as SODD as a sperm whaJe is barpooned the IJt\W8 is. telcl{raphed
t.hrolll!LJ HUllllj invisible agency to others of til(' Rame 8j)eciefl, tbou~h at a grcat di~tance; a general

l'.t:lmpedf;', r.lHmel<, and witu l.lU8eS in the., ai-r tuey all rugh to windward.§
TlH~ right wlJah.\ of thl' north Wi'st Coast is extremel." sll)' as well aA dangerouR, apd frolll repeated

attack, i.~ ap]lTOacbeu with diffieulty. Tllh; wlmte ImwticeR :trust de fltlerre by hollowing its lnl(~k:

cansi11,1; the 1.11uhber to lwcome 100J,lI:\, (W "shIt'Ii:" ..08 it is termed, lwd preyen ting the harpoow;! frow
t'nterinl{. ilhny:t boat-steeter IIIis been (li,smaycd by tbll.' m:\ll(o;u"Vlc'fi ~nd \l.lth(lugh the harpoon

mit.'> JI aH~ lwell thrown with aU t.oe forct. tb at oould he 8Ulll moned, the impetus was inadequat{' 10

pt'uetrate tilt, relaxed blubh(~r and flesh.

AI.' to the capture C\f the California, gray whltle, I am indt'bten to Scammon's aeeount, which

hal'! bet'n par;lphras('(l from his" MaritiI', ):lamrna.Jia~" This apedf's jf> known to the wbalf'men aR

th~ d-.wH til><h, on ll<:l:oQnt of the grf"<ll danger a.ttending its captnre; the pnrsuit i~ caHed de\"il

fishiug, ami the wl.lHJclIla.n wIlD ell gages in tbe ca,ptute a devil fis!Jerman. It ia one of the most;

tlallg;el'Olli!o w\l<lle,e to enc.QUnter. 'rhe. (\e.lwry for the It\(l"t 'Part h<ls been ool'1dncted in the abl}1!ow

inland water!'! jlr lagooll'" Oil the California C0l181i which this species frequents from November to

May. Tile UQW8 ellter the lagoonl:\ to bring forth tht'i-r yonng j aDd tlle 1'\\11\5 g\;'llel'ally remain on

the out8ide. The several Wll,.;ys of t~lJ,ptnrlUg tbel.<c wlJllle'B is known as "lagoon wbalingt lIkelp

whaling,"" wllltliuJ'!:amoflg tile lm'akt'l'~," lind .lwhaling out at sea,:" the firl~t. named being ~com·

patJi~d with the grtJlltest daIlg~'r. Whl'\} struck at sea, an opportunity IDf,l.'y be bad fiJi: keePing
.__.~W_·~ ~~~ .~~

.~ OJ), cit" Vol, 2, p. r141. l1'he Wllat" and his Caplo.,., p. 211. t BEN;KETr: Op.mt., pp.207,208,
l,\ Bennett, in writing Oil this ~Il.bject,M~'~: ''It is Ii conJirlD1Jll f ..cl" s,oll on~ ofWIJ DotiCHl with l:mprl$llh.rfOUtlJern

whales, that lIptJll aC/i{',hnlot being 1ltrn6k froln Do mJat 01 he", wany mileR diIltant. fro1ll thelltwt w.iI1 a.llJloR~iu~,tlr

neous1y c.ltpreaa by tbeir 8<'HOnR all 3l'parant ConllCi01\l!nl'Sll of what ha~ occurred, or at lellllt ot edme n:oliOwaro ilveut,
a.nd ci thel' Illake off in 31florfu or OOllle d.owu to 1.he aMi:<lta.ll~ W '\ hlOlT h>jm\;lde\>mplloniou, INt, 'l'1itholl t llottrillU$ilig to
tbe cachalot an e~trllordiDln.vjl.cuteuest! uf ~lghtor bearing, or auy more nu'steriona eenmhHitY,we may_ ,perJia,[JR, (intl
that th~ l'ia16nt agit&tJon of tJI8&'1ap.ro<lueed by tb<! Jlluogi'a &:lIthe harpooned Whale, Mnd the ml)tllrallid rliiddW1Det
OOllyey~ of 8l)und in.ater $baa in ait, a.t6 tdicie:ut to aeeonnt tOr tbe alwvepbenOOltlUoB;" ... ... , .....

. ".. ~ ..
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the 'boat clear of the whale; but in thp, Hwift tide of the shallow and turbid watert-; in the naITOW

passages ofthe la.gOOIlS, the ulwgerl-l are gn'atly augmelJt....tl h~' tlw terrible lu!\hings oithe ponderous
flakes, und scarcely a day passes in this fi~lJl'l'r but there i,; a general upsetting- and staving of
boats, and occasionally the los8 of H limb, 8(Wt're cuts, and bruise". These whales have bel;lll

att<lched and c8C1tped 80 H'pearedly t.hat they hli\'e hl'l~OIJlf> n'markably sh.y amI wary; and the
grlJJlt-elilt strat-egr mast be practiced llJ tbe w1JaJemeu to insure a capture, Some of tliem assume

positiolJ8 which lead8 t,lwir captors to hl"liel'e that tbe} are llead, or at least, tractable; but upon

the approaeh of the boat within shooting: dilltallef'. till'S art' Oil the wove agaiu, flud out of sigl:lt
ill H moment. '""'hen an officer of a, hoat discOHfS It wJwk Iw ~pts a waif ill his boat and gin~8

e!wsc; the boats helongillg to IU.IOt1lN WSl(Ie! wjJJ lIot interfere, but go in pur~llit of other whales,-

MiliUS whales float along tht, rim of the water. their ha.cks a little abow tlJe surfaee, while
()(.hel'~ swim 'I top water."

Accidents during the eaptllre of the wbale ma,y be attributed primarily to the energ-ctie

adiolJS of the huge cl'taceans to get out of the way of t licir pursuers or hide thptnsel"cll horn
rlH:'lll; f'lccondarily, to pnre!eS8I1l'SS or illcxp<'rience of the mell, and to the yaill de;,;ire Of,'Wllit' OffiC('N!

of' 1.he boatfl to be the fir8t to Iltnke tbe wllale, or t() strike more whal('('; than allY oIleelSt~-a pI'&\;

tiew known to the old Xcw Bedford whalelJJen as "whaling for victory," which evef.}' cOllillillm]l'l"

;;llOulrl condemn; to unavoidabl(1 Rccidents which may occur with the utmo,;t carl', amI, finally, to

the disI\osihOll (If "ugly" \\'hales to attack and destroy t,1J e boatl'\, Not tIlat all wb:tleo; are viciou;;
or pugDadon~-l'\ollle are; but when these immense Cl'cature", {'Ddeanll' to liide tltewl'\eJves in the

depths below, the.r mllst get a "purohlll'\e" with their horizontal fluk(·s to "rnulJ(l out': ill 01 del·

that the~' lllay go down lwarl first, and when tIJf'oSC CWJrmnus clludnl attachments crash thruugh a

fmil cedar boat contaiuillg six men,lives Itu(llimbs are ill dangpl', It makes 110 di!Il"wnCI' whetber

the whale strikes a boat intentionally or accidentalls, the effect is substantiall:r aud emvbatically
the same.

The capture of the wbale, full of perils at all timeR, has been shorn of SOllil:' of itR danger!! by
the intn)duetion of gUlls aoll bomb-lanceR. At least, it would ..,,('em so. Still. the record of acci

dents shOWN that the mh,haps of the old style of fishing' and th08(, of the new are about avenI.\'

balanced. The dangers incident to "hamNtringing" a whale With too bO:lt'''''pad~ and killing rt
with tIle hand,lance rna)' he offset by' accidentl! l'('Blllting from the U!'i(' of fire-arum.

l\'1AIm'ER OF USING SHOULDRR-GUN,S.-Tlw distance from the, whale at which it j" customa.ry

to llif.\cbarge the shoulder-gun depends UpOIl tl)e skill of the gunner amI tlle pm,ition and actiOl/8 of

the" fish." TbeofJicer pl'~fers t-o g£tas close to the whale as pt)~a;il>Jewithout gall~'illgt it; not that

the gun will not shoot a<mul'utel.r at a gl'eat('r di"tauce, but because th~ wlJale "wims so low as to
e.lJ,use tllc bomb-lauoe to travCnle a considerltllle distance through water. Capt. 'William M. Ba.ml,'lS

tells we that in killing bowbead whales, the ~hould(:r,guu should be fired at from 20 to 50 fl;-et

from the Hfish," sometime/o! u. greater distant'le; and al.~o that a bomb fired at It di~tallc('oof 100 feet

would ill most cases prove ineffectual. As It lllatter of cboiM the wbalemen prefer to be as neal'

the wbaltl as 18 feet in Qrder that the bomb ma.y pen-etrate that llart of the animal called tht' "lifp"

(lungs). 'Which is usually sllbmerged; but there are i1l8t.a~ce8 on Mcord where whales have been

almost hUIlca,ntiy killed with bomb-Iauces at a distanM of 80 feet. Captain Seamlllon sa.yst that

the Brand gund~ good e:t.ecution within a range of 25 yards, and MessTt;. Wright, Bowne &. 00.,--- ..' . -_..•.-._._-_._._~"'_. __ .._-----
• M~t1e Malnmaliaand. ~rieaitWhale Fillhery, p. 20.
t Thi~ word".gallied" ill in coDstAnt nse among whll.le1llen in the Ilenge of frigbt6ned or confused. It is perhaps

~ll~rr~PtiDUofthe obeoJatev8rb~.to be fOllnd in old wntet'!l. ThUll $habptll.:l·e hAS, in KilIg ~al", e, The wrath
~ gallow the~we.udere~of tho ~k!'-W.B. MACY' There She BloW'll, p. 72-

u.nue MlMIlDlatiaabdAIilerlc8n·.Wba1e FllIhery, p. 226.. .
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of San Franclseo, tell me that they use the Cunningham & Cogan ~houhler-gull in l>.ilHug bowbead
wha.les, a.nd tlJai tb6 bomb·lance may be fired etl'ecti"elJ' from GO to 90 fect. The Pierce & Egg-ers
gun is sighted for 20 ranl,'l, and will shoot acenritte1y at that range, but I am told it is 111so effect·,
ive at 40 yards.'"

MATERNAL ll"FECTION OF WHALER.-The impleUleut, Imowll as the" drug," or "drag," is often
used succes"full;y duriJl~ the capture. It may be fastened to a wounded adult by llleallS of a bar·
pmm, callNl a "drug-iron," to retard the prvgl'es,~jvcmotion of the animal jlJ tndl'r that it may more
easily D0 killed i Ql.' it may 00 UB{'d adv~\ntagel)ul'lly wiwlI Il. BCn.ool i" attacke.d, by fas-telling; it to
a calf whale to attract the mother 01' ot,her ~srupatlJizillg'cows. Such a, prOces:'l is calktl "drugg'ing
a whale." 'The harpooner never throws his II drug.iron" iato the calf with the intention of killing
it, for if tbe little ,i sucker" dies the temales forsa,ke it. If alive and f,ltruggIing eIiergeticaIl.r in
the water, the uam swims about it and endeavor&to aijl'list it ill making its eseUlle. It iB very gen·
erally cODc(~ded that the same maternal (levotion for the young that charactN'izes Doth the lfigher
and lower orders of land animals is altio f',haroo hy the lllal'inl:\ mal,ll.malia, and the wbalewen, taking
ad,antage of this, oftentimes make captures that conld not otherwise be effected, Paul Dudley
say~: .' The e,\re of their young is very remarkable i they nnt onl)' carry them OIl their tails, a,nd

snckling them, but ~ftl.'ll rising with them for the benefjtof the ait'; and however they are chased
or wounded, yet as long as they have sense and perceive life ill their young, they will ne\Ter leave
them, 1101' will tlw)" then strike with their tail, and if, in their rnnning, th{l young one loses bis
hold alll] drops off the darn comes about, aud passing underneath, take:,; it OIl again. And there·

fore care is taken by thmle who kill these nmte fish (as they are called) only to fasteu the calf, bnt

not to kill her, till tlley have fin"t Bcyured the cow, For so l:'Ioon as ever tbe calf is dead the cow
perceives it, amI grows so violent that there is no managing her,"t

Captain Manby gives an interesting a.ccountt of the maternal affection shown by cow whales.
He eays:

"Nothing can surpass the tender attachment and mat~rna] attentiDll which a female whale
will sometimes manifest if her young one be harpooned; she joins it at the surftwe whenever it

has occasion to rise {or resllirati0!1' en(~our;;l.ges it, to swim off, assists it~ diKht by taking it under
her fin, and seldom deserts it while lif"" remains. She it; thell dangerous to approach, bitt afford~

frequent opportunities for -atta~k. She loses all regard for her own ~afety in anxiety for tiJe

preservation of her yuung j uMbes through the midst of her enemies; despises the dtmgers that
threaten her j and even voluntarily remains with her offilpring after varioutJ attacks on herself

from the ha.rpoons of the flshers. An extraordinary instance of this is related by Captaiu
S('oresby: t In June, 1811, One of my harpooners strnck a s1lcker, with the hope of its leading to
the capture of the mother. Presently sue arOSe close to tbe fast buat, and, seizing the yonng one,
dral':ged out of the boat about 100 fathoms of line with remarkable foree and velocity, a.gain she
arose to the flllrt8ce, darted furiously to and fro, frequently st<Jpped sllort and BUddeuly ~haDgl"d

her direction, and gave every possible indication of extreme agony. For Il. length of time l'Ue

continued to act thus, although closely pursued by the boats j and, inspired with courage avd
resolution for the welfa,re of hel' offspring, sWlned regardless of tbe dangers which 81l.ttOllDdetl

herself. At leugth one of the boats approached 80 near tha.t & harpoon was throwoat ber; !:
;0 With a load of 21 drnms ofpowderthtl P:i;c:<e &- Egge1'8 gun clischargoo 0. P{t-'l'l.\e borob-lancllth(6e tJineII wt,,,

a IW1id pine block 11 incbeol !!qUAre at a dist.ance rJf 20 Yllttlll.Twi()e the lan~ll penetrated t.he bloct.9laohell and
once 9i ill~S,-FI'lJ.NEE, BROWN, New Bedford, ){&IllJ,.. ... . •. ,

t PhilOll. Tra1l8.,veL nxill, 1700, p.261. PAul Dudley b:l in error whon he IIfIYlIwhalell earty~,yiJugM he
has mentioned.-J. T.B.

IV~ 10 <heouJaiid,~ pp• .33,.SL
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struck, but did not attach itself; a second was thrown; this also failed; but a third was more

effectual, and yet she did not attempt to escape, but allowed three other hoatB to approach, so

that in a few minutes three more harpoons were fastened, and in the "'pace of an hour afterwards

l>he was killed.' " .,

Captain Scammon,t referring to the manner of capturing the Oalifornia gra;y whalc, says it is

rare that a dam will forsake her ;young; when first struck 811e llJolllcntarily forgets the calf in
her endeavor to escape, but instantly she recoyers her 8elf. posse88ion, will suddenly iC bring to"
and "sweep" around iu search, and when the boat approaches her she i'ometimes dcmolishes it.

FINNING oUT.-The "flurry" i" the whall~m:w'Sname for the d;yiug aetions of the cetacean,

and" fiuning out" is the death. As the old style of killillg the whale with the band·lance was Ilot
only more dangerous but more exeiting, I shall briefly ref(~r to the manIll;',r ill which it was accom·

vli!:'hed. The whale ooil1g well harnessed to the-boat by means of the tow-liue, which is fastened

to the flesh-embedded harpoon, it ma.y either "turu flukes'~ aud " sound," or, bellowing at times
likc a bull-with a great T"olume of voice, howOH'r-it ma.r " rllll," as it is termed, taking the boat
ill tow at a rate, it has been estimated, all the wa.y from 15 to 25 miles an hour, when it first starts

oil', but settling down to abont 8 or 10 knots per hOllr when it gets warmed up tD its work. This

is the old" Nantueket sleigh ride." The whale having tired itsf'lf bJ running, the boat is hauled

up by tIle line and tbe affrighted whale, startled anew b,\' the close proximity of so strange It load,
rlli;bc01 through the surging and fast receding' waters. The officer" gets It $et" with his lland-Iance
aud plunges about 5 or 6 feet of cold steel into the lungs of the victim, and perse,ering without
eeasing in the up and down motions, familiarly known as "eburning," liS the boat persh,teutl,r

c1in~8 to the whale, until the H spont" of the unfortnnate cetaf'Pun is tinged with the crimson of its

own life-blood dyeing the waters in the \iciuity; the IDn.~d('o; of the Rtrol1g arms noW relax upon
tiw llmce; the boat is laid off, and t.he d;yiug wLale "nvilll8 round and round in an unbroken
circle. This is the a flnrr;r." Deat,h is now merely a question of time. In inteu8e agon:r the huge
eeta,coon follows its circnmscribed course, laboriou!lly plowing its way through the bloody wuter,

uutil t.be throes of death are about, to convulse its enorlllOUS frame. The blood ejected through the

spiracles now becomes as Ii thick as tar." It is not only helltwed b~' whalemell, bot it is usually

tlJ{l case, that'the whale during it~ dying moments so times its encircling path as to place the
brad to the sun; it makes a hell"-,r lurch; the sea is lashed into a maelstrom of angry, bIQOd~'

water, and the ponderous whale rolls heavily on its side, or partIy Oil its back, with its dorsal fin
llroject,ing above the water. 'fhis is H finnillg out."

To use a. paradoxical expresRiou, some dead whaler;; are not 1l.,lwa.ys dead. It may be in a

comatose state but averse to vivisection; but as the men again approach it and Qut holes
through the lips to make the line fast, when the wbale is t.o be towed to the vessel, a demolished

boat or 1088 of life and limbs may be the result. Hence the more cautious whalemcll " prick his

eye," by inserting a.bout a. foot or 80 of the band.la.nce into the e~'e-ban, and if the whale does not

"inch it is supposed to be dead. A dead whale may be towed more easily llead first, and it is also

• But Bennett, on t'heother ha.nd, !!lays (WhaJing Voyage Round the Globe, 1840, p. lHO); "I believe that we have
""en the £eIUa11l puroluli8e heroWY18afety by the desertion of berYoung. On ~everal occasions our boatsdeatroyoo Blluck
11 og calf, in the nUdlltof 8. 86liool, withont entllcient interference on the part of the mother to ll!ad to her being identified
b: the harpooner. u one inlItan('of!,tbabo&tII, while pUJl!uing II; l!Chool, killed II; ca;!f wi Ib a !lingle lanoo wound; tbe bod;V
o the I~ttlll 'l'Vhale !l$D:UiliiedJloa,~ Oll the water, but 'nODe oithe lIdults dillOOntinued their flight.. 011 another occasion
we noticed a l1(lNl or femi,1eIi make cJtwltb great hlol)idltj, lUld leave B amall calf ""'iu1fll1ng III an anxioulI, bewildered
lIlan~in thf' vicinl.tifo! tha.JW1p; itoontlnued thus d_rtecl for IIIOme time, but W'AIl ultimllote1y rejoineU by the mothe:r,
Whe:~ 00tIl. 0#'1i9' overtake the ,ma.l.n,b<oay Offngitives."

loIarine llaJnmali!& ~_l:I:l8totj'of the AmerIcan Whale Fillhery.
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worthy of meution that a dead whale, when cast adrift, will beat to windward) the natural TDotWllB

of the flukes IHwiug a lendenc~y to propel the body.
SDNK WIIA.L}Js.~~iuee the wlHlle is verJ' nearly of the saID\;' specific grJJvity aI> the water of

the OCPIH1,'" Nowe iIHliyjuuab .sink wIlen dead, and or,hers .flOJ-l,t lJea,vily at> if wHt.er.]oggeu, tile line

of flotation being consiuerabl.)' auove the axif! of tile b(ldr, Hence it hI difficult to locate a freshly

killed Whale. Subfiequently, a" it commences to decompose, the animal booomeR more buoyant.
\Vlteu lieveml wh.~les are killed, then~fol'e, the "floaters" are conspicuously marked b;\" attaching a

small flag, l'tedolls]y refel'l'~U to as the boat wait~ tbe lJlackih;h IIOkt.J, or perhaps atl imflh~melJt

termed Jl, "wa.if.drng." 'Vllen tll~' waif ill used, a hole ill mOl'ticecl in t,he blubber witil a boat-spade,

and the pole, which hik" f\evcral lJotehcs at the lower end to l'fltaiU its hold, i!ol planted thcrein. A

whale i~ !laid to he " wuii(:d'" whell t Ilis 6.ag il>! lJ()ili>ted over it; it then heOOlliN! the property of tue
ship Whn~(\ agllJltt'i WI\re ilJstrnmmital ill its death~ and in case it floats off during t.he capture of

otlwr wl.talt~~) i.ts wherealwut" may be ascertnincd l\y means of tho flag, eitber from the boats or
from th~ uH18t-head of the vClSsel.

\Vhen the "l'OktlS'~ are Ilsed, the officer gives the order to "Blow np! Blow up!" and a man

with to\(lund luugs gl'ltSP,; nuc of these. membranous flouche~ amI tllda-tes it un til it lias tbe external

appearance of an "overgrown hypertrophied drOp8i{~1l1 <ipitler." It il:l then attached to the whale,

and beinA' of l\ white color may be l'eadil.)' !oleCll at quite n distance from the I;hip.

The" waif-drug," or "flag-drogue," may be used to iIIl}Jede tile flight of a wouuded whale aud
tv waif i;l dea·d wb<ll!' a.s well. Thii< kind of drug ulmsi8ts merely of a- flag rigidly fJ!st-!.meQ by hs

pole to a sUlall piece of plank; the latter i~ loaded witb lead to retain the flag in an elevawd pOl8i

bon. It, if; fafltened to tile wbale with a harpoon a";}d line.

It il8 not unusual for the right, whale to siuk when killed; the Ilptlrm whale sornetiroea sink!>,

but the humpback and fillhaek almost alwa;ys go to the bottoni.
Bow!wad wllaleB Sillk ottf'ner than light whales, but jt. j" Hell]oru tLt';}' desc-end NO far below

the surface that tbe;y canuot be hauled up b~' oue or two hoat~' crew::;. 'rile.)' are generally cap

tured in shoa.J water, where Uw Cal'Ca8S('~ may he anchored or bllO~'ed; andusuaHy rilm a da~' or

two afterwanl", wbUtl whales tbat siuk in very deep water may never come to the 8u!face. Some
whales float when tirst killed, but shortl.', aft~rwardscommence to sink gradually uutil they descend
80 far that the boats have t,o Cllt, tlJeir Jille~

III consequence of their great tendency for sinking) the capture of bl1IttpblU3ks and ilnba-eK.s,

in order to be accompIii'Jbed stlcceslSfuIi,r, must be conducted on /:;oundings. The hurnpbaekers

go prepared for this contingeIH'Y. Some of them 1lI.e the large barpooDtl) previously desoribed,
_.._---~.-._~-.~._-,~--_.~-~- .......~_._--"_._- ."~-~-_ ...._.,--,.~~--_.~-- .........---- -~..~--~----~.-

~ 8oorel\uy lIay/l that the whalu ll<ling very nt~arly of the /lame ~pec;.fic graVity iIJj Il\'lllo water the weight IlIay be
Cllloulat..OO. with oollIiiderable P1"",cj~iOl), The bmlJ' of the w1>.&)e May bf! diviJe<l into thr..., ,wgmellu, fMming toler
ably regular gllollletri" Mlid'!. Fi1'llt, thl, head, a para.bolic c(,noid, whi(,h, in the IlDckiDg whale, i84 f"'et in dlllJIlflwr
and~ feet in height; it;; Rolid content allont 34:* cnblu feet. Soooudly, the middle iO<3gment, extending from the head
to the thiClk!l~t part of the bOd.)'; thil\ i~ 4 frustuill of llo cone, ill tbe /lucking whale, :J feut ill length and 4 to G fuet ill
dill.I!leter, prodUcing II. eolid content of 48 cubic rwt. Tbi.\'dly, tlw po~terior lICgment, es:tending from t,l!e greate&t
circumferenoe w the t/l,il; thie flCl.lm.mt jl; a paraboloid, or parul)olio conoid, with its .lItUalier eDdtrnn~. 1(8
length in the Huoking whale ill ij feot, ita diameter8 land D feet, Iloud ita ~olid content [;1* cobie feet; arid to tholse
produotlllWlY be addllll about 10 Cubic foot, the cetiruated bulk of the finil and tail, which make an -llolIl(iUU,t of 174
cubic foot; thie 11llRl.dividllt1 by 35, the number of cubic feet of sea WAter in the OreenlaUd 0G8an in a. tall "eight,
gi'"t\8 the weight of the animal (> tons within IL cubic foot. .

Qne of the largest wYl!tioo~,of 60 feet in length, the h6lld :.10 feet in lengtb by 12 feet in diaw.etl,i,f. t~ middle
~ectlon 6 foot· by 13 diameter, the third ~tion 26 foot in lengtb hy 12 Md 2 feet diameter, willappear (if orJenlated
'Ile lM!.'lle way, with a.n pll"w;>.nce 0[5 ton. fol" the l'!n.. aud tail) to 1M:< af the prodigiOUli weightofU4. WJJS1.. BnUS
the 1alIt 8elJt.iou i~ sOmewbat Illore 8lender than the body to which it 18 roferred, thiacalctdl.tIQllmili,'bea.littl.&i!lllJWCllll!.
The largest Jllilmw of tbiB lilpeclll3 .may, however, I conooive, he llaftlly 8ta:tlld &t1ro tlms jnlMigbr,8l!litisWdiulll'Y
rull-lP"OwU Wlilllllo1at7\) toD8J--8ooaE&JY; JoU1"lJaJ of a Voyage to tbe NorthtlI1l Wbll1e I'ishery, riP, 100, 100~ ..
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to raise sunk whaJes to the surface. "'~ben a wounded whale is abont, to "turn up," the hump.

back-iron, with a stout line attached, i.s thrown into the so-calkd "neck "-properly speaking, tbe
whale has lIO neck, since there is no eonstrietion at the junctioll of the head and body--or illto
the region about the spout hole8, where the hluhber is IlIIu8Ulllly tough. The whale remains at

the bottom for several days, and becoming somewhat bUO;l'allt br the gasetl generated by incipieut

deeOUll'0siiioll, it is very materially aided in making its reappearance upon tlw surface by the

men who haul upon the larg(j lines atta{jhed to UW IJ;UjJOOll. ":eights are also usoo to drive the

lal'ge harpoon illto the blubber of a sunk wbale. For t1J.i" purpo,'le the pole of an ordinary cutting
"pade is "rigged" to a hUnllJback·jron. '1'wo iron hoops nl.lih'd to tbe pole, oue near t.be butt and
the other abOllt G feet from the other t'xtremily, act, as ~uide.s in direetillg the in;,;trument in its

desceIlt. A piece of pig-iron, weigbillg about 30 pound;,;, to Oh'I'l:OlllC the den-sity of the water, iR

lashed to the forward end of the 1'01(\ with spun ~'arll. .A line by which the whale is to be hauled

up is made fast to the harpoon. The whale-line, whicli was used ill tIll' capt,ure, is royc through
the iron hoops on the· second lJarpooll and hanled taut in a perpendicular p08ition. The largll
harpoon with weight attached i8 held as nearly aR possible over the whale and dropped from the

buut. Accelerated by the irOI1 weight, and guided by the whale-line and lJoops, the barbed head

lJe!letrates the blnbber of the whale. This operation, however, may have to be repeated before

the iron enters.
All apparatus for raising ;,;unk whales to the surface of the water was patented by Thumas

W. Hora, of New York, JLlue 3,1862, but I have no acconnt of its woe. This was termed hy the

irn'entor a "whale·raiser," and con/:listed of a harpoon·like instrument about 10 feet long and

weighing about 200 pounds. It had two movable wings or toggles at the forward ('ud, which

closed when entering the flesh and expanded wheIl thtl line was drawn upon. This instl'l1ment
when released from i[l'; positioll in the whale-boat, was int(>.llde.d to fall b)- its own gravity, being
gL;idoo by the harpoon-line upon which it traYded, and bury it6 point into tbe whale. By means

or l), cod-line attailbell to the" raiser," before its rdc;u,e from the boat, u h:twt:ltw may be wade fa&t

under water and attached to the <Ihip's windlass wl1icb applies the power for floating tht' whale. I

ha\'e not heard of any occasions upon which this device has been applied.

Oaptain Scammon" mentions another method of raising whales. He says: .. We have known
many whaJes to be recovered when sunk in from 40 to 60 fathoms of water. The modus operandi
in hauling these decomposing 8uluoots to the surface is: If the water is rough, the line is

tHken into the bow"cbocks of tbe boat, then uniting two crewl:l ill the after part of oue boat
they either haul OIl the line by hand or with a tackle until the boat's bow' is llearly submerged, or

the Whale is lifte-d; or, if in a smooth baS. two boats are sometilIletl used, hy laying a spar across
both, and taking the line betwoon them oyer the 8par, which ser"f'S as 11 sort of ",inlllac'i;.'1 purchase.

If the.dead animal has been long down, in a oolllliderable depth, caro il:> taken to ayoid its coming

up under the boat; for 38 the carcass nears the surfnoo its velocity is so much llcc:eJerared tba.t in

SOllie instances the aliimal rilS6S with a. bound which equals it6sprightlie8t actions before lift, becailltl
extinct."

TOWING-lN.-The labors of the men, bowever~ do not end with the death of tile whate. '1'he
dead inert ma.ss mU$t be ooDveyedto the ship in order that the commt'"roial products way be /;ecured.

Let us now return toonrca.pture as it lies pa.rtly on its side. ,

Some whalementow the whales to the ve5Hel .. fiukesfl:nst," wbile others tow it •• bead tir8t" ;

bllt the flIi\iorlty of them claim that the whaJe lDay b6 towed with gN'ater fncility ill its ni\.tural

~,'the aeti.Oll Of the flukes driVing it forward. If tbe ship i.1i near by, the boat that tir:;t
. ~~_:.... ......:.:......---.-.:...-~~~-.~ - ,. ~ .. ....:.._ .. --~~... . ....__ ..---~ ..I.·~·_·'--_·~-

• MariDe MlIlJJmafia .i1d American Whale }'i/!.hery, p. 46.
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15ttu~k. th~ 'q<b(lle ~11~ej'B OM eoG o.{ the- hn\<·I\"{\e to b~r) I\mi the «bQJ~ ia ba\lled 8JI}J)~1lt'. In.
tr~nHI}otting a ~venn wh~4. t.o tbe Ye1!!,.t'\ l\ liQle ie malf~~b.wagb the t'lU~1l 'WV.erlhj( of tILe b~
at 4l: u.l)at the sfl{rt1\.holl:l: tkrQI\gh the l\i.b <:,;tHl, ()' tn,l3" ,qIPt',l' fOl'~l1MC{)tl)el: (;f tJ:<e Juolt. ~ .:·~I.tort·

WM1);" 8. bier.) (If wliIlt1,~din1;J about:; fi>.{;nQfU<> >.x,y,-g.$ J'O,'f! tb;tongu tbo b/j}t:, -d-Ol.1bled a.lld krn>t,lM.
AOOllt 20{) fe..()t \)f tIlt!. line Ils(!d lrt tIle eJJptfJre i~ {~ut on, l'OV~ tnro(jgh tb~ l$-trap, aDd dOl.1ble<l. In
towing tb-t- right wllah'> the lips ate tt'il,'f'u top,{'\;uCt ()W;t the !\.Calp with a wa,rp) the will'll{\- i~ tll.ell
l'(l.ll~n (,Ivai' fURl tb~ warp " parbuekltd". Th(l 11M <lye" i',(>.«,ed 1J1):l With a l'(>.~, which II; rove tb;h)ugh

bul6B IDll-d~ in t'!t£l thin rr-art"" ajJd lfl.'Ouc:l.\ unl\er H'i\2c, (wlly; (~bole i~ cut tbNmgll tU<3 chill, amt du~

row -YVPf' J'OVf>- through, SfOvt'raI boat:- ($/;(1 (&\-p""J;>bklHiomd l) t~'1,ll*_\1lJ line,. :11:18 t-!>'\$ -scopes Mf'pYlt-p.

edy ndju8ted, a UtI tbt> f\?Ptl, with merry Wift f;totlj,t" oom'UIYl.\~, the lu hOJ:>i{ftl~ illld W-Nll)OOU(lUf\ tiil<flt lit

!')\l'htg the w],.ale tIi rJ'J:<! l'e~sd. If tJm sl'ly i~ to wind-ward fir the wl,altr s-M r-UlW9 oir-{XJt,}J fur It;

1f l<)l~ is too f(~r to l~l!watd l;ud t-he wl"Rtu~r \.~ C1J,lm ';w lltJli'l'1S 80, th(; bnat) or b<Jatl:l as fhe ca~mu,y

00) tow the whal.e in tlm dil'eCtiou ofth<: ",,'b.l'jJ, 'f!i\3 rMe OfsjXttid utluet tbe.se c:iri',mIlsta.n~ wnicJl

'V~t\~O\ pel'ha'pi> {rOll'l- t to 3 milt'\\! \)"r IVlUC, "t'tnP--»as UpOll tlll'l lU.l.wb",t vi ~1:10 in toW' aJ)~ 1b'0

v<&)OOity ot the wind. The 8hip itl tb", mi'8IJ tiillt'. 'Vo"lt" tu~~td tv-(, whal.~. A.& 3h\'l ltpproa-che81t,
'if the Will''} is stn.mg; Rail IS I:lhortened, n.w, 1ll:'ftdToitU8 ""re mtua.rt'd in 80 IDl to throw Ute- &l;l.ili> U[Km

them abMk, ilnd. tb-e ~hi:ptg he-ad way 1B ",t(>PI>~u. w, mach fi8 p»-ssible. The 'Illhal£J- illi hault:;d along

/:lide and i2~tt:[Ied.

4.DVU>1':N'l'S,_1'}itl life of' jl wh-altW1i1Y iol-' .tnJ) Df /Jal'.lgi'J'llt all U-Wfi',f<- A"id~ .froID !,b~ peril!;

}ucilJevt tll Oje ~)'("('r of g.Jt sell.faritl,g- llJf-N~ \w' \\', ";'fx1Jo~\ to the dangers In<<hle11.t to hill calUlJ~.

Wb:~n i·~ttilJg"{lJ''' io l{il""~t ]atitI1"}eS he 1:l~ tllf!; sb-ar:k:1> t<J (.>QntevQ wit" a~ 1V-e1l as tlle €b.arj!

sdg:~Jd el)t{;irlg splldl,\g tc. a~'~id. III bo'l.\'nl; l)1,lt\ * tlJ~U.jDB' or bUf&tinR I~t may l!n'\"elQpe, tbe ShiI)

til :lialIlt;s-,- Clr In. a- bei\Vr ~le the i.UlT~~n\e o.~K,¥ U/'<W tbLI de{\~ lUl':l.;r ut-en1\: {r<ijll t4efr {sS4iIlg!\.

V{I\ell Q.Qwlj 0!' -wh",ltJll, be 'is ~:qJ~(l W (lJ.~"":r PeTj1~ ,..,bj,cb neither s>- l!t.[Id~mat T1{}r ;).. _itor Ip
(bB wercha.llt, frlAs!ne ~~1ce ko.JW of. The <:l\Jlt\J.reB u;rc \\ttot~wj€13, ill 1l1~U)' ca~l\. "'itli: the 'tn~

frightfl\l C;\l:w.mitil:$\ In tM WllY of }oa~ o{ l\fe tlt \\In'b~. th'eli at\.O jetrp~dir;~d hy B~cb ne~ [1;$ II

II fc>Ullin('," OT p~rhl&~, in OOll}tl fia&eil, t\l.(}ugu l'.chlotll, th() logge-tQle:tti ltta100 '\1'tel\ehl\1 fi'oaJ: iti,
pm:titi-o-D;· tw tbepretnar.ur·e \.I1tp\O\;\Qtl of W.n~8 III gun ha.rrel& i b,Y 'the h~a-)'J weoil (;f f,~ irbm0l'J~

8l1tmldtll'·gm,l', whieh h:.u> 1mwked tfie ffit<<i'" down, -or l.lkiekedr' them prett)' we-ll aft m the bOJlt,
a.nd plil'k-~?.iS l~roakil1g ;J wl1aJ'·brJUf'j .'.V' ..the boot may be broki'D lM(, muny ¢eca or capsWed h,f
tbe whlJ.~e. Few accidents, fjQweve"~ 1\.uw Qceur f.t1lln the guO.tl aUtl 11}~. .When th~ gU'll8 we.re

:first u&OO th€y weI'~ eh:4rg<:d wnh. \'l)Wlt~t f;'JItl. ca.tJ-'i1 hONiS, {}l' tiIHd•.a-l ann ID&'teOO. Qt f<;iloWillg

the pr'l1lt~d hl..t:l'u~Hl}u!1 fUl'll\Blll!'o' -hS the (uvcQ~1'8 (II' illllntlfoota:r{l:fs. the- men 'Would ofun
chn.~ the gQtH! too he--a.vil~', 'And i.i\ U\\lIlY' <J/ili,(J#; negleered w k~p t!.stl b&f'lIels '(l}/l\!lIb. UnU-t'f
",ncb {\irellnl!1~tun~ w-gt'<ther -with fUe ~O).wm, 9.tll\ l.1tl'W1eldine~ of the w~ponit, l\l1\uy'WcldentN

tm$~. At pruoout the lmpmvei.\ S11"ll.I\, \\~i~ fuJm beiTJ« Jighte.r- lWd ~rf%~~'\lJ~ are
pro'rideu with <sa.tttldgts, And it ~ ~(""-\)man 'lM'Aldeut j8 rt:pQrtffi, exe.ept in t.1Joe\\ ~s:trome 'c.&4':WS

1i'bi'Xl BUch ~ thing is bro-ngltt n:oo.1].t it!. au. \l\la<~ManUtble or nJ}~\f{Jida..bl~m~nner. or pos(>ibly tIlt!

~alt Qf (;9.:reJcs.';l;lC$6.- Tn«. \mmb-\Jl,u~~ Q W.{hg a?,!£l tv tbtWp~p.{lt31~ (ii petfeT:tWh, Mld-om if
eV6 exploot'> wroro ~llterlng tbe wll:&l~ .'

The dltllgers more to 00f~ 11"" ·~:h~\~~t\ ."ben qQ-~n f'(lt whM~ 4re ilU~h ~i:mU:lMfunl

lfm~, l'lWva !:loU, (It lost at seQ;. A.. {llu\ Vml),M it l-eaplllfke a. thing orit~ from: it&~m_tlt~ tuh,

ts ~e -moit tr~h~8; 8Jl)t>'\li.nghl}t D'S ?- brisk eonhieatiott ",ttl!. the wood.worlq.lt W':ft;vt~ls. the

.fUllle»~(}f tbe ~t, S«l\lif 'it ct.\tk\lto.l\ tne I'U'lu or 1~ ofOll~·<lftb.~ ~Wf A8it~:d~
----------------.~~-...:..~ ....-......-..........-'-~~~

.. 'l'lUa~~ Uf,t illl~~ '-tery 1\;i,1t~ iOJ~ IWl\<4l.~~ ~tSlW:.~~~4iJ;':

b·~'0

:···:·'1"'··;
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the unfortunate mau would be carried ont before any assistance could be rendered hi~; or by
fouling in the chocks the danger of being towed under the water is immin~Dt. We have many
published accounts of ilJst311C('S where men have bepn stlatched from tlw boats 80 suddeul~· that tlla

8urvivol's were not aware of their sudden removal. Cheever melltiotJ~ iu",tanees where two boats
were carried down and the entire creW8 ~ost. One was lost Oil t, Falsc 13anks," and another, belong
ing to the whaling bark Janet, of Wp,stport, with the captain, who was acting as a hoat-header.

and the crew of five ruen, were all carried dowll and droWlit'd by the boat line getting foul while
fast to a whale. It is seldom. however, tlIat a whole boat's crew is 10t:lt in tllis manner.

It is not. my intention to roouplicate the long HAt of accidents that has been made up liS the
various writers in whaling literature, but I sJ.mll refer to several mishal18 that bav{'. occurred to
whalemen with whom I am more or less acquainted.

Capt. Amos C. Baker, the present keeper of Clark's Point Light, Dear New Bedford, was
badly used up by a right whale, and from him I obtained the following account of his accident
and subsequent snfferings. He says: "When I was third ma.te of bark Awashonks, of New
Bedford, we were cruising for right whales on the coa~t of Patagonia. On October 13, 1864. we
raised two about noon; the first, by the way, we had seen siuce we left Port St. Catharine'a, Brazil.
We got dinner and lowered three boats--the mate's, the second mate's, and the third mate's. The

whales were together, earning toward the bark and boats, and we took them bead and head. The
r;econd mate got alightly fsat to oue by the lip. Both whales sounded, and shortly afterwards
broke water together, tIle fast one fighting hard and sending the white water almo.st IllRst·head

high. I tried to strike the loose whale, but he would settle every time that 1 got within two dart's

of him. Meantime Mr. Norton, the maw, ha"iug struek tbe fast whale, he and the second mate
Boorned off to wait for the whale to get quiet. I got tired of tQing for the loose whale, and went
i~to the suds and struck the fast one; but I came very near getting cracked. Tbe wlIales sounded
at a short distance; when the loose one broke water hewQS comparatively quiet. I asked Mr.
:Norton if I should cut line and strike the loose oue again. His answer was, 'I don't Uke to 80.y

either way.' However, I cut illS line and chased the 1008e whale It> short distance, but finally

gave it up and came back to the fast whale, which was fighting hard, and sending the white water
in all directions. I pulled in ahead and took it qmnt,erillg on the head, and Tom, Illy barpooner,

sent two more irons into him. Tom and I shifted ends; I set my lance down ill his life twioo-alld

the next thing I remember I W&8 lying on one·half of the boat. I felt no pain at first, but could
llot move; It 80 happened that the part of the boat 1 was on did not roll over with me; had it
dODe so, I should have been drowned. But it was not to be 80. I WWi ill the most trying and
dangerous situation. Tbe part of the wreck I W"dS on was foul in the line. I tried to cut the line,
bllt I could not move, and every time th~ whale kicked, he would 'yank' me and the wreck of
the boat right up, to his fiuke~ I expected that be would crush me every moment. I then noticed
the after·oa.rtJman banging on the steering-oar, which was attached to the part of the boat I was
on. I implored him to eat the line. He crawled up and cut us from the whale. I next saw the
Whale spout thick: blood. About this time the mate's boat ran alongside of me. He was still
last. I told him IW&8 badly hurt and could not mOVE:". He replied,' Mr. Fisher '-the fourth
mate, who bad COme down in the starboard boat-' will pick you np. Be is right here.' I saw Mr.
l>'isherwitbtbemt;ofmycf'eW,exceptiug the one who was with me. The bow-oarsman was badly
Cilt and brniBtld. W)umthey took hold of me to lift me into the boat I began to realize how badly I
W&8 hurL I tWmghtthat'they wouldkUI me. Of course they handled me as gentl.y as they c.oold;
but it eeemed. tome th&tthey were very rough. The ship W8ti about 2 miles off, and every stroke

the.~.Iiade.~eci -li1t'6taking Il1Y life. We reached the ship at last,and Captain Wing said,
.~.V,,;t~~18 . .
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,Put a rope aroulld l1irn under his arms, and haul him liP.' I was worked up to that pitch that it

~eerncd tome I did lIot care much which way I went, up or down; liut I !laid if yon take me up at all I

want to be hoioitetl in the boat. Captain ·Wing tlwn saw bow bJl.dl~ 1 was hurt. I was carried below
to Ill.)' i.lel'th, my clothtls were cut oft} and the IOWN part of Ill)' leg bound up in splints. 1\1eallwhile the
whale had' turned UII' and the mel] left me to take iL alongskle. Mrs. Wing, the captain's Wife, was

HJr.r kind to me, Rnd did all sh~ could to make lllG comi'orta'ble. 1 sent the steward for the captain,

<lnd (old him Illy leg wa..o; bl.'oken above the knee, and be salu Itt first' No;' bnt I toill him it surely

\\'a~, becauOie 1 could fed it. He then eonclmleJ that it ''''as, and bound up the upper portion of
m.\ ll'g with splints, aud kept tile u:.llldagef\ Wl't with I'urn and salt waler. 'fhe blood was washed

truUt ,?Y head and beard. My heal! was cut badly and my chill Hlllit open. All my wounds were

dl'e~sed, amI, ta.king it alt<JgeHwr, I thought I WIHJ about USed up. My bunk was very dismal, and
aftel'lyiIlg there fhr two days !llr. Nurton gale me his room; 1 found it much lighter and better

nmtilated thun m.y berth. The cooper made ll. box for the lower part of my leg, and for eighty days
I lay upon my ha{:k. Old Tom, my uoat-Hteerer, a Gape Verde Portuguese, came to see me oftell.

During his fl.rst visit he said, 'You killed that Whale, 1\11'. Baker; that whale most killed you.'
Tom is .still ,/live, alit} was afterwards promoted to second rna-to, us high as he coull! get. Mr.

Fit:>her, the fourth mate, took my boat'f! (lreW while I wat\ sick and killed a right whale. Tom

gave the whale two iron~ to the hitches, alld three of the crew jumped overboard just before he
darted his first iron i they must have been frighLened. We did not make la.nd for seven months
after m;r leg was broken, when we touched u,t St. Catharine's. I was then walking on crutches, and

SOIJJ6 of the officers frequently told me that I would never kill another whale. During our home
ward passage, on June 30, 1865, latitlHle ]00 30' north, 10llgitud~39° west, we raised two schoo~g

of sperm whales. Captain Wing dill not want me to lower, but J insisted upon it. The mat~ and
myself went for one tlchool alld tile secoud antI fourth mate for the other. A whale came up just..
right, for me to strike llim, and I went for him, keeping the bump and spout-bole in range. I was

still on crutches. We were right over his flukes when Tom darred the iron, and the boat was cut

in two about 'midllbips, and all of us were sent up into,the a.ir. I have often wondered how I got
deal' without breaking my leg again i but it did llOt happen to strike anything. The boat was

tltove 80 badly we did not think she was worth picking up. On my next voyage I went out ItS

second mate of bark Staftord, anl! my boat-steerer got his line riding while the first whale I struck

was sounding, and dOWll went the boat. 'fbis m&,de three times in succasion that I got a good

soaking, and I began to think I was a Jonah; but r hMi /Jetter luck afterwards. When r was

befom the mast, in the Jolm DawlWn, we struck a large sperm whale off MadaglUIDar; he Ilffill8bed
up t'hroo boats, and even' shooked' some of the line-tubs. One man was bOOly burt."

In 1879 I met Capt. J. T. Dunham, who WaA at tha.t time keepel,' of the light·house on the

extreme tip of Cape Cod. He lost a leg by a foul line ~d was carried. under water a oonSidcrable

distance. I am indebted to Mr. R. W. Swift, of Provincetown, who hRt'l kindI,r forwarded Mr.
Dunhll.m.'s account of the accident. When he was boat-st~rer OU the 8Chooner ClarQL. SpaEks,

of Provincetown, he struck a whale neal' the hiland of Bequia, ''Vest Indit",s. As eoon l;t.S the whale
felt the iron be l-Itruck the boat with his tinkes, stove it, and half ftlloo it with water. :Mr. Dun·

bam Wall precipitated into the water and one of bis legs was entangled. with the line.Tht'J whale

sounded sostlddenly that Capt.ain Sparks, who headed tbe boat, did not notice Dunltam'adisaP'

peuranoo, but afterwards missing him oonclllded that he must have been fJaught intbe li:n:e,and
tak.en overboard. The crew pulled ahead with the hope that the wbaI~ would stoP8bt1ndfug

before the line C8rme tant. The wbllile,ontbe .other haud, continued hil!l dowu·wa.nl.~ and
tbl.\ line straightenoo out. In a few moments ·Mr. Dun.ha.m came totihe $U~m.or'~4e..d·tban
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alive. 'fhe crew pulled UJI to hiw, and the captain bauled him into the hoat. Uutillw gvt into

tlw boat Mr. Dunham did not know that Due of his fed was goue. It appears that his right foot
was foul in the line when the whalo started 01'1', the half tUl"ll l"apidly l'evolving around his ankle,

cut its w~y through tIle fieo;h to the bUlle, alld wLeu tb~' Jinc str:'lightened out tho !Jone snapped
ofr. Oaptain Sparks set a signal for the matt' ttl eome to his assistanee. Dunham was transferred

to the vessel and all sail made for Bcquia. Aniviug at llequia, a unctol' advised Captain SIJarks

to take Mr. Dunham to St. Vincellt, Wberl\ he would lJaY(' the proper care and attention. Captain

Dunham, after this experience, sailed as IDMter of several vessels.
In 18tH all article was published in the newspapers to the t\:Ifect thltl; Capt. J awes H. HUllt

tiug, of Bl'idgehamptoll, Long bland, had the pr~t;euoo of mind, resolut:ion, and bodily st!'ellgth to

rlouble lIP, reacLl forward, and with a !>lteath knife" (lut the line beyoIll} his foot, and COllIe alive to

the surface, when the whale was sounding at the rate of 20 miles all hour. III the first place, this

may be considered all almost impossible, rate of sounding speed for ~~ whale; ill the second place,
Captain Huntting, in a letter to the writer, dated October 2.1881, denies the statement. He
says:

" I know of no i[jstan~ of a man cutting himself clear of li1le with the whale descending a.t
the rate of 20 miles an hour, neither do I believo it ever has or will be done. In my own case, I

was takflll out by foul line and carried some distance under water, but the whale rose to the sur
face and stopped his head way, and I was then able to (lut myself clear. Ha.d the Whale continued

to sOlInd, I could not han) dOlle it. Mr OWl) ease occurred .;rut.r, 18411, in the Japan &·a. I was

Oil ship Portland, of Sag Harbor, Capt. J. U. Corwin, and acting as mat.e at the time. I will give

,You an instance of a mau who was caught in a foul line by the npsetting of a boat, and carried
almost instantly 50 rods under water. He vms pickml up with his foot and hand gone, torn oft' by

t~e line. 1 amputated the limo auove the ankh" and took out the eru'lhed bone'l of the hand, and
the man lived at least ten ~yel;l.f1'l afOOe, and mny he alive at tbi/:> day. He was alin\ the last time

I wa,s in New Bedford. This OCCllrl't.,'d in April, 1853, on the coast of Chili, when I wa,s master of

"hip Jefferson, of Sag Harbor. How this man could ha\T& lived under water so long is a most

llnacconntablethiuA". I could not have believed it had I not. seen it ",·:ith my own eyes."
Oaptain Cottle, who was once master of tbe Eugenia, of New Bedford, when second mate of

the Ohampion, of Edgartown, was, ill 184.9 or 1850, takeu out of his boat by a fonlline. He cnt

the line while under water, and was ll,lmost dead when be was rescued.

Oaptain Baker tells me that oue of his bow·oarsmen, Mr. Tinkham, got Ii turn around his

ankle when the line wAA running out, but disengaged it as be was going over the head of the boat.
He wa.s badly hurt, but recovered, and bas sinoo made two whaling voyages as mast.er.

During my investigations of the whale fishery, and more particularly while on my tour of
eollecting objects for the U. S. National MU8eum, I have from time to time met with discarded

implementll, or parts of implements, whieh brouglJt me face to face with the dark side of the wbale

man's life. In the fa'uof 1882 the schooner Admiral Blake, Captain Hatbawa;r, of Marion, caIne
iuto the port of New Bedford with a disabled boat, which was a silent wit::Iess of a remarkable

tragedyenaoted upon the high seas. It appears that on July 13,1882, a whale was struck with a

darting,guu, bllttbe harpoon did not enter the blubber sufficiently deep to discharge the bomb

lanoe. As the :firat omcer of the schooner, who thonght tho guu had been regularly di~;cbarged,

tras putting i~ away under ,the thwarts, it went- off; the bomb pas.!led through the body of ,Tames
Aleom,killlng him inilta,Dtly, and then struck Charles Slnith, the afoor-oarsman, in the hack,

and ap~i)n the other.aidea.bov6the right hip.
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It i" not nftt'll nUl ease tlwtawlw.IIl-llont, when dowII for wktles1 is uuable to make the ship;
yet there aI',' far too ]lUlU.\' ,w(\identfl of thh; na.t,llre 011 rceurlL SeparaUld from tlle ship, suffering

fr<itit O':PdSilt~', awl emadated b.\' tile ravtjgt:'~ of 1m flger fwd ,tltin,t, the l1t.tft!I{tmaie crew are

110(llllert tn wantlc/" npon tlle faC~j of tlw Iraekh·"'8 OCt.'UIl nut,il re~eued b~' a IJ:ts.,ing !:'Lill o.t' relieved
by dealli. \\'"!ll!e \V(', wI'ite~ the uewc; of the luss of Captaill Sp<lrks, \\o-it,jl a 1)0:11'8 crew, of the

~l;ho01H>r Edward Lt'(', of l'l'ori!wdllwll, MaO's" COUles to u,,; and woile pOlldel'ing 0-.;('1 the lllyste·

riol1,; ways of l'rovillem'(·, tile ;.:aft' arrinll of tbe party is l11111onncef! at l'enMcola, }"la., almost
Olinwltaw.'lm;;]y wiill the dlTivid of tIlt) ;;ULOOUl:'f at Proyiuct:'!ow!l, Having been to/;sed upon the
otl':Jll lllI' elPYl'1l day>" they weI'e lJicker! up anti broug-ht to all American port hS a German bark.

A h'ller W<li> immediately addl'e~;;eJ to Captain Sparks, with the request that lie would forward a

detililt:'d \l,('.{X'nut of hi"" wandNill;!;8 aUlI suflerin?:8. The captain~ after refitting Ilia \'e1lsel, hal'! again
saikd on a whaling \'"o'yag{~, hut hefort~ leaving port he kindly made the following statement t:()

}h, n. "IV. Swjft, Dr I'royineetown, for pUl>liml1ion jn tbb; report:

,. "'\V~ f\\i."ed It \>e,1wnl {)f j',\*,rm. whal('g o.t 12.30 1). m. May 14, lSS1, in latitude 17°50' north and
longitude 46° 50'. My mate <tud 1ll'y8(M lowere(] and g:H't~ c11US\:,. The Witte selected a 40·barrel

whille fwd tiLiStened to him; 1 cantilH;ed to dla,w the Sdluol, bllt could llot get withiu dar'ting

di8tallce, Finding that I was getting too tar frolIl thl\ vessel, I ga\'e up the chase at 4 o'clock.

At 5 o'clock I made the Ye8>lel, which waf; he,Hling directly for me, and an hour afterwards bel'

hull was phtiul~~ ,isible. Night l~owiI1g on, we steered the htlltt bj"COmpAss in tbl? direction

the "esseI was last seen; but not. sOOlng her light,s, we hw"e to at 8 o'c..l.ock, amI lay by mlHI

mOl'lli ug. At daylight we found notuing in sight.~ but we steered in a northedy coUrse until 1

o'clock p. nl., at which tilllt I changed tile courfJe to 80uthweflt in hopes of finding the \'essel.

During the ~ecol1d night I again hove to. In the morning, under sail, we steered in a westerl)'
COUl'se until noon, whell onr course was changed to tJ)1) nortbwt\,·.t nnW night.. DurJng aJI thi;..;
tillJe I had not seen ~~ sfl,il. I \vas then forced to believe that we were lost in mid-ocean, fUlly 1,000

miles from land. We wew dres8ed in our "hirts and tmusers ouly-not a single coat or jacket

8[1d eW'Q' (llle of us WCfe barefooted. 'Vhell we left the v8s.sel the lle~ker Will,: full of water, lwt

every drop was consumed hefore we gave up the chase for whales. I decided to head tbe boat
for the West Indiagroull, with tLe bope t,hat if Wt~ were not rescued by somt' pa!<l4ing ve88el we

might be able to reaell 80tne or ou~.., of tile 'Windward Islands. On the sixth day of our wanderings

May 20, we Raw a sellunl of IIp!!rm wL,~I($, and althongh every mall in the bOll.t was greatly

reduced from exposure and his long fast, I thuught it best to make an attempt at Ieust to capture

a wbale to fnrnish us food. I placed lIl)'sclf ill the head of the boat, holditlg the ironllS well as r
~uld, and ~dected a whahl t.o s.U:ike.; the momentum pf the boat forced the barpoon into tht!

whale, wuieh fortunately was not an ugly one, and he was finally killed. While dying, bowevel',

he ~truck the boat, so har,l afl to injure it atld it sprung a leak, I cut 15 ponllds of flesh from the

wbala, which we ate raw. This lusted us two Ilays, and we again suffered tbe pangs of hI1Dgt'.l',

Ru.in-suowers could be Reen passiug oll each side of the boat, hllt v~ry little fell on na. During

the eleven days of OllI' exposure I judged that, about 2 gallons of water were caught iu the boat;
but l.leing mixed with slllt water Wt;l coltM tmt, qn\'>llch our t!li.l'tlt. 8Ilmetime$ durin!! the. tlig:ht tbe

mist would wet our !lhir~ and w~ grooliily !>ueked them; sometimes we weve compeUeo to drink

salt water, but tbis had a ver:y bad effect upon us. One night a flying-fish jumped into the boat;

I divided it into sixt<een piece-s, a.ll of which was greedily rlevoured by the balf.&tMVinK men. We
continued on our courS\e for the law1 without sooing a single sail. On May 25, the eleven~b day

of our separation from the Edw~rdLee-aU of ns were prostrated from the wa.nt of fOOd and water j

one of the men waa lyiug helplesg in tb.~ bottom of the bQ&t-w~sighted a sail which provedliO be
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:1 German bark two days ont from Guadaloupe, hOllWl to Gibm1t{~r, loaded with sugar. I iuformed

the captain of our t-;ituatiofJ, hut he gaVf.' us no invitatioll to ~n on board. Vfe had ~ailed 750

Illiles in flll opell boat without food, aud ili~ treatment, l'ieemf'd r;ltllel' bard. I hegg(Jd of him to
"i\-e 118 food amI water. He madf! no reply, hut in llbout, tfllJ lUiul!ie,~ hi".; 0(Jok brought e~leh oue

oj' us a drop of water and oue sea lJi,,{mit. I then requf\>ltecl aceomlll odl1tiou".; for myself HlHl !lien

aboard his ship, bllt he ~ternly refused. Ill' told UHJ to go aboard of another vessel Wlliet. had

just lJOve ill sigh to I told the captain tlLat lit) lliiVht shoot me and mr nWlJ amI throw ns over·

IJOard, but we wouldlJot willinp:l,r lflave hi;; ,'1hip aUll fUn the l'i;;k of lwt beiug seen. by tht' other

,-essel, which was quite a distance off. Finally Hie bark wu~ IHn-p to, and II signal set, whi(~h was

uoticed b J- the other 'Ve~sel. Shortl~' after this tht, captain insi;;ted that 1 should lean' \·.itb. lily

men and po 11 for the other \-esse], and }ll'OIlJl sed tolay hy IIn tiI he \Va,\; sure th;: SecOf\d vessel 811 w

us. 'With this }lroIllisl' we Were hdped illt.o the boat, au\! a" Roon ai, our line, wali cu!'t o:lf the

yards of the bark was f;quare{t amI she \vjt" olr. I did Hot learn ller name, u" I had neith"l" time

nor opportullits to tlo so. I onl}- wish I bau, 'l'llt~ Sl.'t;ond vt's"el was about 2 miles away, and

proved to be the Gerrnau barb: A. Kloc!Jman, Capt. Henry A.1Jel, of Memie, who kindly hlOk us on

board, The fare on boartl this vessel, {;ou"isting as it did only of water and hard-tack, waf< bardly

suitable for men in our cOlJdition; but we rf'joiced iu the hope of temporary relief and in the

prospect of g~tt,ing to land. 'Ve remained OIl board the Klochman twenty· two day!'., amI finally
la.nded at Ptml'1lH:ola, l('la.~ where we wt~r{\ kindlJ trClltl'f1 and cared for by the Masons and Odd

Fellows, who providell ns witll the meallS to returu to our frit'IHIK. ',"hile in Pensacol<l I tele

graphed to my agcut at Provincetown fill' instructionR, and l't'ceived word that the Edward Lee

had arrived borne the day before. I sold my boat and depo...ited the moues with Mr. Young, a

llotary public, Captain Abel having made a demand Ol1 me for tG5 for bringing us into port.. I
had already gi,"en him $40 worth of whale-line before we lamlell, anu 1 stlJlPf)~ed that wOllld

satisf;r him for what he had done for us. ".e had Ow coarsest of fare while on his vesseL Twice

in the twenty-two days the captain gave me white bread, and the balance of the time I had the

same as the foremast hands, which was, as I have lJel'ore 8tated, merel~' wat.er and hard-tack.

6. THE METHODS Oli' SAVING TIlE COM~lBlW[AI~ PIWDUCTS OJ? THE WHALE."

CU1'UNG-IN A.KD 'fRYING-OU'!'.

GUTTING-IN 'l'HE WHALE.-The })I'OCtl,,8 knowil to tIle En~li8h as "fhml<ing," to the Ameri·

cans a.!l "cutting-in, " and to the oM Xa,ntucketl'f" as" f:huching n the whall' il< the Rei of removing

it.>! oleaginous blanket and trausferring' it to tlll' ,m-lsd; anti the proeess of "t,r;yiug-out" is tbe

r~<1uction of the blubber to oil.

When the ship-keeper perceive~ that a capture ha" beeu made, be mahs gail, if possible, aDd

endeavors to shorten the distance between the VCI<"el and tlw h{)at~. }lcantimc erery prepara

tion 15 made to save the blubber. TIle cutting-spades and boardilJg-·kni\-es are brought on deck,

the officers' stages tare" slnng" over the side of the 'Vessel, the heM":" cutting-tackles are sent
aloft, and the bll1warks removed ill the waist, of the ship to make a g"ang,,"ay. The whale is

~~~ght alongside the veS8t'1 and fa.stened with its finke-s forward to the f;tarboanl Aide with a

, • The methodB Ilmployed in "cuttin;i~·;,-~b-;;~'h:J~-;·-~he-(~jl"m;k'ing'; .;;";;;:;:;;';'i;;J~ ~i'~~-h~l~b-~~~-:-~Ul t;e;~rj~, &c_,
WIll be more folly di6COl!Bed in .the section of thie report on Prepnratioll of Fi~lU'ry Prol1nctK.

f The eutting 1It&ge is a kind of platform Ilullpendf'd o\'Il1' th" side of a elli}' by rnpe~, for llw "flit."r;. to stu-tid
tlton while cutting-in a whale. Of thl' ca rliest, form t h<'rc UJ"l two kind,;; th"Y a.r" known lIB 1he "for..... ard cUltin g
II age" and the "&f'I;er cutting 8tage," hom the fact that they art' I,lneed rellp"cti\,,(']y f"rwa.rO lind "baft lhe
gangway. Tbey are made of. lIprtlOO plank about, 12 inches wide and \"u,ry in length on d1l1l~rent ships, Somll
~~111 have d~rded thisltind altogether, while othllI'S still retain them, in atldition to IOllger ones, known .8
OIltriQer~" The" O1ltrigger"iB ftvm 18 to 22 feet long, 20 f\lllt being about tbe average length, and IS to
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chain, which. is l'a.'lscd around the" <nn,tlI,"· rOY(1 t Ilruugh a jlfil'tAIOIt:' in tlJC bUlwarks, and made

fast to the bowsprit or a small nprigl1t post in t,he deek, ealled a "bitt." The whale being

thus secured, the order is t(f "Supper t.be watcJh!" 01' aUiuut'f tlJ,e watch I" amI imIlle,liately after
the IDeal tlle proClo'Hf' of ., curring'-in" be;::,ills. It is lle~f'H;o;ar'y that the hlubh€'1" t;hould be removed
as soon as pOSf'.ihlc, since it lIIay "blast," on t.lle' Whale. or in all probability rough weather

rna;> set in and tlela~- the work, 01' it Illar be desirable to lower the ooato\ for otiler whales. The

Ult'U and officers take tlle,ir propel' p08Jtion;,t. The first. [llld i'le(\()lJ{1 officers go into the forward

and after cutting I;tugc!', res.l1ecti\'dy. Tbe (~aptl)in,a6~i8ted by his first mate, usually de.capitates

tIl(' ,",.. hale.; the Iwenntl maw" scarf,,!' or (:Ilts thf! bodS bluhber; the third mate llaf! cbarge (If the

waist of the t'e"s€'l and of boardiug: toe bIll bher. hI which <intiel> he is f1l>sisted by the. fonrth

officer, or' perhaps the latter Dray be with tho:', !c.n..mast IHmd(o; at tue wiudlass; one of tbe bar

pooners stands read~' to go down nTIOU the, whale; (that iii, if it sperm wbale), to manipulate the
bInl/ber' hook w h(l:ll jwcessar,\', and all ntlwr harpooner bas cllltrge of BtOWing a way the blubber

between ilecks. On t,he qnart,l'r·tlt·ell. U1<'. wOlwt, a",-.;;ii'ltf"lll"Ilu.l1S by (me of th(', la7,iest mot! (1TI the

ship to turn the griud."hllJe, is kept bURy sharpening the ~padefl,; whi(~h arc dulled frolU time to time

IJJ .striking hilfj100W; ill the whaJ", or We bones i/1 cutLtIJ~otf thelJWI·d. No ODe is allQwed to "cat
on the Whale" except an ofiiecr; it would he a pl'eSlllllptitlll OTl the part of a foremast haud, at.; such

a timf>, to go into !l., cuttiug >lta~t'.

'!'lIb lJeiill of the wh:llc il'l first cut off, and thf\ proeeSfl of removing· the blubber from the body

begi/ls. The- manner "f dempitJ!t:illg amI di.'1,s&:Jtjng tim lwail of .Ii right whale differ!'! tlOll'le·

wlwt from the metbOll of d(,(japitating a spenn whale. Removing the bod.y bluhlwr, however,

has prac,ti0alIy no distillp,"uiHhing featur(~8 that. l\l:>.ed to be explained here. In (~utting"in a right.

"'h:d,' Hw fir:,jt officer. with It lnng.hallCllf<d spade, makes a I'llearf'" arouud the esc and fin (frOID B

to E ami I, ;l$ 8110WII ill tilt.' :l<Jcompausing illustration, Fig. 1). A elwin i'l adjusted ab<mt tlie

lin (B) amI olle of tIle {Jotthl,!(-tackll"s i,., attached to the fing (C); tbe men hpJlNO at tlJe wiTJdIa!!!'.

ant1literally tear off both th(', fin aud bltlbl.wr, thl;j formel' being- skillfl1n~T unjointed by the oflioor

belore t.he IllIge IwfllCean rolls ilJ t,lIe water. As tfle whale revolves upon its flXil:l, a motion

imparted by the {:ll!,tiug- falls whif:h Hre Ulltllipnl.ated hy t.he men at the wind las", the officer con

tiIlue~ to cut the blubber IH! indicated by th~ spirlllliues t in the ,hag-ram, aud the helical IltriP of

blnbher is lJe[']efl in a eontinnOlll'l l)ieoo the entirf' Jcllgth of tIle whale, from the .fiu~ to tbefiukes.

A", it i.B lwi",tR,fl Oll ooard it IB l1.ulltllvid~d intQ sUlalh'r !'led,iolls, nhout 14 feet long a,ud 6 feet wide;

caned" blanket-piece!:'.'" The suhdivisions are made hy tlH~ offieer who Rtands in the wai$t of .]1Je

veMel, with a long ensiform implement calle<1 the boardiIlg·knife, the process being called 'qlOar(l·

in g llH~ blubl)~r.r lIe 8\'i'I'"el'"'il the lmme-JlBe i>trip of fat. w llCJ.\\t¥{".1' tiue of the (juttillg-tttCkles "(JOmes

two hlod.. "; the other tIl(',J;:Je jg made fw.t to the bluhber before the offioor .severs 1t, and whim

the tir~t tacl;:le lowers tht' blauket--piece the ;;(\collll tackle \/ collles two block"," and another pi&'..8

it! out. off. ThiH alteroatiug vrocess continues uutH the blubber ba8, boon d\III){)[,,"'11 of.

The blallkl·t·pioce~are lowcf('d throngh the main hatch iuto tbe blllboor·rootll, where they are

8ubsequentl:r rl"dueed to l>maller 8l.'ctions or "horse·piece;;." Th... pieces of tlesh and mnscles or

U lean"-the whaleman'" name for the flesh of the whaJe-wbieh lldhel'p, to the iill~ide of the bIn.\)-

~;;~~-~ ··;id;'·Tl,~h~~~d~~;';;;'~~··~alitb~~ -;~-J~~·~;~-;h:;:~at:th(> ;;;~ge f;~tl\ t.he v~B8el, IU"0 frmn 7 W 10
feet long j Sl))n~ 'J! them are lJolted rigldly to t,bf" ~tage, whU", ()th';nI tHe adj1U~tahle. Thill kind of lItago is fluspetxl:l'd OV"T
the ~_lll)' tV'", Qr three tMkles hom th.. QllUlt-hflOO ,.,r from. Ilavit~. For llon'irenleDee and ellofety of the Ilutten, wben
at work, & IOllf< polo or rofi$, l1/mally tho latter, J.. ltlJlJred ·YJ iron -«tanllhfons fturnS to 3t.1\;<Jt higb, f..n»~g
a Moure railing lIJld support ftlr the offioers, the wballl, o{llnnrse, btJingootwooll tbe stage and tbe L'lbtp.Wh4Jl not In

n~ the" arms" are folded, and the lIt1l>ge is turned up a.lollg!lidothfi sbip lind lashed &e,ettf'(ll,.. . ...
M The sltmdN" poTt,ion of the body of t·he wballl, at ita jlllJdion witb the B1ik68~ .. ..
t The ()ffi611T dO'6!l not make l\ 8Jll(}<Jt.h I'ilt ali shown i" tim lines ill thll diagram. The ~tual ineiAiOlui,hl t'hbblu\"

bar of fohe whale form Jl;ill:~allliMfl,Itasl:iMmade hy the p1)rPendionlar thrnl!tll or the keeD-tlllglid~ .
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ber, are removed by the blubber·room gang with ~lJm'p kIliveR to prenmt the dif\('oloratiou of oil

when boile(l. This process is called "leaning." \Vhen rpad;\' to hoil tlle blubber the (thorse.

pieces" (a) are pitched upon deck with forks awl minced cit,her with hand-knives or machinery.
The slices (c) are about half an incb thick, almost 38 long ;11il tbe bluhber is thick, and resemble

•• --">I

/ 1:"( f.

" I t J/ I II J
/ / / I f

/ f { I I

f I I I'
/ ; ~ I I

; f f I, I l
f f / I I I
f- __J; I I I

, If 1 'I
t--_ Y1 ' '
I
I
I
I
I

~.
I .~

lUi'iCED lll~L;nftli.H O.s M.1~GI~{l W)ll.·J;"R.

great pieces of fat pork. The piece,.,; are ea11 pd .,book~'" or" hibles,'" from a fancied resemblance

to the leaves of a book. lu this condition the blubber is Ilitched int.o the try·pots and the oil ex
tracted. The residuum, termed '(scrap," is used ill boiling Ollt tbe "mttch," the fire~ being first
~tarted with wood. Meautime the flukt1S of tile wLl1le are cut off, and at tirnell hoi~ted on deck and

tue blubber gav&l. The carcass is en t adrift, and, surrouuded by a school of l'a"eIIOUS !lllllrKS and a

troup of greedy, garruloll!l bird8, floats awa;y and tumull)' siuk!l. The head, which had in the fir13t

iJlar,o been detached from the trunk and moored by ellaiull to th~ vCl'll'el, sllould next be cared for.

H the capture is an unusually large sperm whale, the head mar lHi divided into two sections, the
"Ofnm}' am} tne HjUllk," antl. l.wisted in slJpal'llt('l,r. Pre\'iou~ to this, bowcrOl', the lower jaw with

the teeth is wrenched from its so(~ket, and hoisted it1- If a "mall SIXlnn whale, the entire head ma.y

he hoisted in }Iud dissec-"ted on deck. The" head mattet'" or R)lerwaeeti is Tt~mo\'ed and placed in

\:o.sks or otber receptaele8 of a similar llftture, and the wort,hl('-811 remains arc pl1sbed through the

~angwa:\' into the sea. If It rig-ht whale" tlle npp\~r J!;U't, of t.)}f, bl"l\d~ (~onta.ilJillg the wlwletlOne, is
hoisted on deck, and the baleen cut out with sp'ldes. cJealJ('d~ dried, amI bundled for the, market.
l'he two lower lips are hoh,ted in separatel:\" and the blubber ent up and boilctl The. body oil and

helld oil of the sperm whale are kept in separat€' casks and marki'fl "H.'l aUtI .. Sp. 0." The oil

from aU partR of .the right whale is barreled indi;soriminately, since tlJere iR no diilerellCt' ill the

quality. As fallt as the oil is cooked it is bailed from the try·pot!!l into a large copper tank called

tbe OOoler, whence it is transferred to large ClMIk8, lashed to long raih; on both sides of tbe Ycssel,

and kept on deck until cool enough to stowaway below. It is then ron down into the casks in

the hold of the vessel tbrongh a tlexible pipe. The casks are U chocked off" or braoo(l from each
other and from the ship by pieces of wood ea-lled U beds," and remain in atatlt quo unless the hold

is~brokenout to ahip the oil by another vessel 01' when broken ont in Jlort..

• 'tb.emiulling-horae'nsed in hnd-min()in;J;;';d~plya-piece ~f~,W'O-in~hplank til) f1,M~~~:b-~~fellt lon;and.
foo~ Wide, withsever&l p8gs {d) In the sides to keep tbB h()l'8fl~pilleea in place. One end 8lips with" deat under the
IlI,&Ul rail (J)and thfi othm'end ,reetlI on the mincing-tUb. As fae-t aathe blubber i5 minced it fllllls into thll tub.
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Tho lower blor~k of thll clltting·taekle is mmally strapped' with rope. In boarding, the blubber

hook i~ dlltachl'd, ;thd tile Rtrap, with a grommet, (Ii j is passed throngh }1 hole cut in the blubber

(<<) and mg-glt'll (r) OIL the oppo~itc ~idG, as shown ill the accoml)uuyinl,!' illustration.

All improvement, bowevpr, hal; IJeell m<Wc" although it is not so regarded by /Some whalemen,

lly strappiug the lower block with ehain. Str'dppell in this mauner, the obviously awkward rope

attach IOCllt is dispensed with, and the chain tai1(b) max be rove through holes (cc) in the blubber (a),

aM iihown ill the aecompallying cut, awl moused into the sister hooks (d) thus:
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The above illuatratiolls represent the nnder or "fat" side of the blubber with chain attached,

and also the ret"erse or "blackskin" side.

The head of the right whale and bowbead may be hoisted by means of rbe rnpl:H;trapped
blocks and fill, or by the chain-stra.pped blocks, the same as shown above for hoisting the blubber.

A word in regard to some of the implements used in manipulatiug a.dead whale and removing

its blubber.· The falls are made of manila hemp, composed of four strands, antI measure in circum·

ference 51 inches. The lower block i!> IS by 12 by 10 inches, the upper oloek:-; 18 b.Y 12 by 6

inches and the guy-block 13 by 9 hy·6 inches. The guy rope i!:l 4i inches ill circumference. The
blubber hooks vary in weight from 75 to ]50 pounds eaCh, depending upon the size of the vessel.
The cutting-tackles, when in position for active usc, a,l'C suspended bS pendants lashed to the main

mast·head abO\'e the eyes of the rigging. Tile pendants are large cables. <a~ Fig. 4)~ of a size that

wonld be required perhaps to anchor a 3OO-tQIl 8hip. They are usually about 12 feet long; the
mriation ill length, however, is governed by the size of the vessel. They are connected with tb(!
~uttiIlg-ta<lkle\3 by mea,n!'Iof two imme-noo iron Bbaekles (Fig. 2, tt a) 16 in~hel'o lQIl g 9 hmhoo wide in

the clear and from I! to Ii inches in diamewr.

'I'he implements with which the incisions are made in the blubber are called cutting-spades.
The blad.es are made of "Norwa;r iron, faced with steel, and the poles, are of spruce. The total

length varies from 12 to 20 feet. With these apparently awkward implements all of the cutting
is done upon the whale. 'l'he narrow ones are used to cut tbrough the blubber to the flesh and
the wide oues to sever the muscles or pieces.of ftclIh that per:sist in·uinding the fat to the body of

the whale. The former process is called H scarfing," and the latter" leaning up." The half

round 8pade is used to mortice holes in the blubber in order that the curting· tackle may be attached,
a.s previously described.

DUTIES OF oREw.-In cutting·ill a whale the gamc discipline is enforced on board ship that
was observed in the boat when engaged in the capture. Ne,;t to making the home passage with

a full ship, the disrobing Df a whale of its oleaginous coverillg constitutes one of the most,jo,Yous

ucca8ions. When a whale is "railWd," the exultations of tile whalemeu cannot be called geuuinc,

fur the capture may not be 'made i but when the prize is made fast to the ship, the most sanguine
anticipations, barring wind and weather, may be realized. A. violent storm roay part the fiuke·

ehain, or it may become Dooessar~' for the safety of the vl'"-SSe1 to cast the whale adrift.

The Ca.ptain has general supervision of all work, and may sometimes participate actively in

cutting the whale, He may prefer, espeCillIly when the animal is to be decapitated, to flCoompany

his first officer on the 'stage, and assisted by him, perform this operation, whi(;h is regarded a
(Micate and important <me b:'i wha1emen; but he u.,u.aJly goo<> on deck when the bead haa been

se\·Jred from the body and assumes general charge of matters there, lea\-illg the details of tile

cutting to his first officer. Aside from the general work of catting, which claiwl:l his close atten

tiou, he La.!! the ahip to C&l'e for, mor'e JJarticnlarly if 8Ul'l'ounded by ioo in the Arctic ftl:>hery.

• Indl7J to i.lI*"'tJ'aOOQ of 'nttifttl fal18-

Fig. 1, Lower blocklltrappe.d with rope (a a a) and bll]l;b~r honk (9) sh&oklad into tho grommet (d). The rope
J"l'>ekutl! (to(J) areusOOroroonvenill1lce inhlWdltng the block; /Lild tho back lashing l~) by the officer in dirwtiog the
pOUlt of the hook iuto a hole In the blobbet'.

F~. 2. Uppw.hlookil (0 1I),glly block (0), pendant shaokleil (a a), and HOM.
Fig. 3. Lower hloek(Z,)lItMP~wiLh chain (d) And llister hooks (~) into which the tail may be coupled by mealll!

{If the litllt (2).·· .

h Fig. '.Pel'lpect:ive Tlew ot the entting~tookl&t lIhowing tbe posit.ioll it lI&IUIDetI wheu SIl$peU?ed from tb& mllollt·
I:::· It~beauJ'&d ott1; by. m66lill ofthegu:y.bloek and rope (0), and tbe end 01 the outtlUg-falla (6) lIhould

to the WiDdlMe.. .. .
~• .6. :A:u iIllP~ea,neod the ~all blubbei-ltook 11aed t"l mariipnlate bltibbeT on the v('uel.



282 HIRTOUY ANn METHODS OF 'l'HE FJ8HE1~rns.

He may also, perhaps, visit the mst>t-Leao. whelJ whaleR arl;l in Bight, to ascertain if there is a

prospect for lowering toe boats for another capture. It lllay also bappen that two or more boats
are down for whale-8, in which case- be performs tllp duties of the fir13t and !<lecond officer!'! on the
8tage. When cutting-iI:l a sperm whale on a Provincetowll vessel, if the mate is not skillful, t.he
oopta,in, al'!siRtcd by the lirst ani! Beoond mate awl uoat.stoorers, Stwerll the l-lea« frow the body.

On the N.ew Bedford vessel!>, if the captain doe~ not make his appearance on the stage, his first

officer hal:'! Hole charge iwd direction of cutting off the head. After the captain leaves the stage
the Ulaw remains and "leans" the blubber from the carMS8 until the 1:lSt piece has ~en hoisted
in. The S!ecOIl(l officer's post ofduty confines hilIJ to the fOl'ward eud of the outrigger s.ta.ge, where

hfl is engaged in "scarfing"· and" leaning up"; he also cutll off tbe flukes, and remains upon

the stage till the JaI'.It piece of blubber and the flllkes1 if a sperm wbaJe1 are hoil.'ted in. The third

mate has charge of the waiRt ltlld tM g'eneral direCtionS! of boarding the blubber; he uses the
boanling·knife iu cl1tting holes in the bhmket-pieces for attaching the cutting-tackle; subdivides
the blanket pieces into sections and sees that they' are properly lowered in tbe main hatch.

Altbough not lWtively engaged in cutting the whale, be occupies an important position, and upon
Lim, in a great measure, depends the length of time Wlls11med in this operation, with the excep

tion, of course, of wind and weatber, It is also bis duty to see that the hatcbway ii'l kept

clear, and that aU implements ueces~ar.\' for cmr.ying OD the work are at hand and in their
proper places. Some captains, especially ill the olden days of whaling, after decapitating the

whale took charge of the boaNiing i but they f'leldom QO thifl now. Sometime!:' Oil the ateam barks

in the Arctic regions the tllird aud fifth mates work in the waist,01' th(1 captain may, when

"pushed'" take chaJ:'ge of the boarding, and semi the fifth mate bl;)twe(~n d{~cks to stowaway thH
blubber. Tht' fonrth mate ou some vessels assists the tllird officer in the WHist. If he is It> person
of good executive alJiHty the latter i." perhaps the best place for him. 011 some vel:J~18 it would
be better, under certain conditions, for bim to be at the mast-head OJl the lookout for whales,

but tbia is not lldmllly the caae. In sperm Whaling be may be in the wltiat witb tbe third officer,
when not on th(l stage cutting on the head; but, as before stated, he usuan~, retires to the deck

when t,he whallj iio\ decapitated. Th~e of the boat-steerer" work in the 'Waist of the /.lbip, 8$isting

the third off1oe:r, and tbe fourth takt's it "overboard ", and also bas ch~rge of stOWing the blubber

between decks. The captain',,;\ hoat-!'Iteerer takef! all t l.J e "QW'rboards " on the first whale capt ured,

and the otbers ill the order of their rank on each whale l:lUhs{\quently taken, their duties being to

ingest the blubber book in f.Iw bole made in th£l blnhbeT, to reeve the bead·needle~ann to perform

any other duty that rna;,>'. uuder the circumstances, be requiretl of them which cou.ld not be

accomplil'lhed by the officer!; from the Ktages. The carpenter, or cooper; nsuall:,.'" the latter,
sharpens the spades and knives at the grillll;>,tone nn the quarter-deCk, assisted by one of the crew,

who tnrns tbe crank. As the spades are frequentl:,.' dulled by striking bones1 especially wbilc

eutting on t.he head, there is wry little cesi:\atiol1 in t.bi8 work. A common grindstone, with all

elli!,tical wooden t'llb, full of fresh water to prevent iron rltllt, is alwa~r8 carried on tbe" ship for this

and siwilrn:- pllrpo~ellt. The cook and stcward !\l'e engaged in their reglllar duties, but may, at

tlmes, especially when hoisting in the bea\iest parts of the whale, be called forward fu- thtl wioo
lass. The majority of the crew heave at the windlass. One man is sometimes plaeed outhe

lQOkollt for whales-though usually _when cutting.in and boiling out, u:a.et-heaQ8 are not

kept-and two sbarp, active, and wide~awake forenJll8t hands arese]eeted to "WIld the falls,"

• The term fMrj, U6\UoIly prOD01tnlled ~«lff,hs8 rather an elastio defutitioll. A bo.t-bn1ldet ~ft t..,opieliell of
timber when he joins them permanent13" together; a wh",)ellUl.n, ontbe other halin, when he ".,./. ·-the.b!l1blJeT,
aepal'lloteillt entirely by inetlIi&nfl mAde with u.,spade. -
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one man to each tackle, called "falls tenderfi." l'wo men in each watch beloDg" to the. " blubber
-room gang," employed in stowing away the blubber. ODe man, on il sperm whaler, it; Rtatioued on
the main or mizzen chaintl or in the stlnhoard boat with a "coop net, to "ski ill slicks" while the
head of the whale is being severed from the body, that is, to 8&,-e tlll'small pi€'oos of blubher and

"loose" oil which float upon the water. On SOUle ships, however, the man whose duty it i8 to

assist the cooper has charge of the scoop-net, or is '''captaill of the Scooll-net," {tou in tbis ease,

wben his services are required, especially when cutting about tlw roots of the" c:1se," whence the
spermaceti flows, the cry of Ii ::;e~)op·J1et! Bcoop-net!!" (',ails him from his ignominious post at the
gz-indstone to the more exalted position of" skimming- slicks," the COIl tents of tIle net being placed

ill a wooden receptaele on deck, caHed n scrap-tub, nud aftlJTWards boileu ont.-

TIME CONSUMED IN CUTTINGIN.-'l'ite time consumed in the process of "cutting·ill" depelllls

upon the age of the whale, the conllitiml of the weathpr, the kind of apparatus and accessories,

and the skill and ability of the cutters. Under fa"orahle cOIHlitiuns It small or medium sized whale
m\ght btl a\sposed of in five or six hours, and a larg", one, n, "l)ll(', bunched harreler," perhaps in
twelve hours; but in a rough sea the crew may be four or five days ill cnttill.L:"-ill a whale whieb, in

smooth weather, should be cared for in six or eight hours. Three days is about the average time for
boiling ont the blubber of a large speITIl whale; bnt this also depends Ul)O[l tbe weat.her, fatness of

the cetacean, and size of the potlS. Fonnerly, if a one-hundred·barrf'l wlJale were ca,ptnred, cut,in,
wiled out, and stowed down in a week, it was regarded fa.ir work; but with the modern appli

ances the Mme work should,uude.r fa-"forable clrcnwstauees, be accomplif'lhed ill less time. The
blubber of right wha.\l;>& may be hoil(~d out with gnm-te.r facility thu,u that of i'.1i(';1'm 'Wh~\le>s. Less

skill and time is reqnired to cut a rigbt or bowhead whale than a sperm whale; three or four hours

• Dnrillg tb.., proee&o of {'.nHing, AS HIt' ~,..".. I'e9.v-e awa.y nt the windlass thf'y are nrg('d tu their work h)- the in8pira,
tion of song, .pe(<uliar to them. The ordor from t.he c"",tain is to "h..;",,, llWit)' ann ehant)- "I'," the wor<I "chanty"
moaning to sing, the !longs being: kllowu ,,~ "llballt.y auugs_" ,

Tonching this poiut I rcpn:,(iuce lwn, tho following ext-rad hom M leUer fcum Capt. Williflm M. Barnes:
"When a whllJe ehii' Ie ~o fortUllMt.<.o ,,~ to timI whaJc~, tilU<' bee(lule~ of iUlportfllJ('fl. lOud 1'-<'1 a ..hil' when in thfl act

"f (~utt.ing ie in a great degrlW mot.ionles.e, whalewel> ar" a.nxiOUll til finieh the wOl'k and to get nutler ~Qil again_ Oftell
:, ~torm IS Been approaching, or the icc is close Itt haml to ICt\ward, or uigbt and llarklll's~ lITt< Iwar_ EXI'eriouce hail
~howu that t,he men work morn cbeerfully lOt, the wiurllat<s whell thcir quir.o tircll)UW aud mOD<.,touolllllllllOr is tmliVcll",t
",i.th llo g<)l)(l_ng, &110. ID1\i\ten; of wl,a.iertl eungratu1atn tbemaeh'3!' if th"J" tind 1l.1mmg th"lr crew ml\"> who ca.n lead off
at the wind]AAf;j with a rO\l8ing 8Oug. Th", meu forgot their fat,igue; they qnit grumbling, lind with merry laughwr
jilin in al:attliug chorus, whil", crollking fall~ Ilnd clRnkilljl; pawls, and tho fr<~qlleut ...hont of' Board, ObI' tell them
1htlt the work ill flLSt heing accompliehed. It w m be a happ:v chlhtlg'" when the tir<' !<'S!I, unconlplainlng IIOWB1' of steam
ia 'l!led in the' cutting-in.' The work will btl dOll\) mort' qut(}kly, and t.he Ill.m will 1m a \"Rilabk for ot,lwr uses. I wish
I ~-'t1ld ",>ive you n few of the 1I011g6 the' sbant.y Ulen' sing. llllt IU< R great purt (If th" slugillg ill extempore, fwd only
lIulteil t.o the occalUon, one {toe" Hot remcm~ it unlc@s hhullelf a 6i nger. MauJ" f'''J'111IH t.Ullellare brought, into reqnilli~

tiOll, being o/'t(m "hanged by the shlger6' The wor,h lIe!dOrtlliUlouut to llillC)l, llnJc<;.~ the siuger uhauues to be witt~-t

wIlen he nlll~' malta happy allusions to paselog: ,",venta. 1'1",. tnnell are cxhilllr:tt.ing Rn,I lIelee.ted Oil tbia account_
:\UlOOg thellongtl, I nl/lY mention bere, 'JOIll' Brown's bod)',' 'Di:>;ip,' ')1arelting throngll Georgia,' 'Old Dan
rucker,' with maiJy vUiations, to which conld be added m:my otheTs. 1 thiuk [I,n Arctic whttlemau would prefer Q

I,vely ehol'Ulj Q.t his windl_ to the Op<.'TM of tbe beat mMters. I can T{,collect when on my iirst voyage wholl the
will"k WlLslagging the captain wj)uld hail the cook, with' Doctor. wht>w are you r Come I Wake 'em up there!' And
th.e old darky would roll alt)llg :forward, Kntl opt>oing a eapudotls montlJ ~tflrt 11 !lOng aud til" work at tte RILUW time.
n!~ !IOngt> were feW iIJnumbtlr, bnt they were !lot injured by repetltiou. I remember 3. lint' or t.wo:

Cook.-A dood,Y 5hip llud a dltntly ~n'w,

A:/l.-Hi ho, my dandy, Dh !
Cook.-A dandy mate and llkipper, too,

.dU.-Hi ho, my dandy,Oh r
(Repeat ""itb-:variat,ionll.)

Gook.-Oh, what IIhall I do for ID)' daudy crew'
.AJI.~Bi ho, my dandy, Oh I

"CQok.-I'l1giT6 them wi:ne and brandy, too,
..4U.-Hi !w, my dandy, OhJ"
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being the average; under auspicious cil'cum8taucel:i, for cutting one of the first-named species,

whose Jield would be about 100 baITels. Capt. G. B. Borden tells me he once picked up a bow

head whale, whose death wns cansed by" killers," which be t~ok alongside, cut-in, and boiled
Ollt in twenty-one hours, making 140 barrels of oil.

SWEEPING .AND FLUKING A WTIALE.-1;Vben a whale has been towed along8ide the vessel

the fiuke-chain is made fast to the "smal1." The preliminary stepf3 for adjusting this chain are

termed H sweeping the whale," allli the act of a.Jju8ting it is known as I' f1.uking the whale." Tbe

following is an account of the processes as well as a description of the implements"employed:
Th"e buoy-line, or as it is also called the" bob and liue," or the" lead and buoy/, consists of

It piece of tow-Hne-usually about 7 or 8 fathoms in length-a buoy and lead. The buoy, bent on t{l

one end {If the line, is made of pine wood, which is often painted white in order that it may be

more readily distinguished, as it is frequently neced8ary to use it at night. A small hand-lead, or
H shot," about 6 lJOunds in weight, is also bent OIl to the line, about l~- or 2 fathoms from
the buoy. When the whale has been hauled alongside, the ship is so laid aa to forge ahead a littl(~

and a.t the same to bring the cetacean along with it, flukes forward. The lead is now dropped

overboard between the llhip and the whale on the side of the" sm aU " near the flukes. The lead, of

course, takes the buo.y under water. The line is then pulled np, which raises the lead, and tbe

buoy, released, floats on the surface. If the buoy should come np on the opposite side of the
"small" it is hooked up with the line-hook, or with a hook that may be improvised from a broken

harpoon shank attached to a pole, and taken on board. 1f~ on the other hand, the buoy should
appear on the surface of the water on tlw same t;ide of the 'Illmall" on which it descended, the

lead will have to be dropped a~ain and again, and the operation repeated. as is often the case.
until the maneuver is sllccessfullyaooomplished. Havingpa<:>sed a small line around the 1I smnll,:'
the fiuke-chain may be bent on and hauled around in a similar manuel". One end of the flnkc
chain is hauled up to the plank-sheer in the gangway and rove through a ring or shackle at the

other end. Tile bowline is singled and the ring sl:wked to the .. small."·· Th~ chain is llltopperoo

in the waist, one end being letl forward througb a hawse-hole t or cbain-pipe. On the bluff of the
bulwarks, on the starboard side, a rope is made fast to the chain on wllich all hands hanl, bringing
the end of the chain forward, When the whale is far elloogh forward to be conveniently cut, the

chain having been hauled up short, about 1~ fatliolDs, it is made fast to the bow-sprit or a bit made

for the purpose, and the whale is tmid to be" f1.uked." If a fluke-rope is used it may have an

eye-epliC8 in one end; or, if not, a clinch may be made and slipped down to it-8 place. The whu,]e

thus secured lies with its flukes to the bow of the ship and on top of the water, and the flnke-chain
may be veered out a.a occasion may require during the operation of cutting.in. The after part.

of tile whale's head, as it now lies, is nearly abre..'tSt the after l)art of tbe main rigging, provided

the ship is about 110 feet long, and is made fast by a good stont rope to a bit or t:l. rillg in the deck.

The wha.le is DOW made fast and ever;ything is ready for cutting it in. .

Recently some enterprising whaleman has improvised an iDstrnrnent, termed a ., fluker;" from

an old hand-lance, simply b;r cutting off tbe bead and converting the. shank into a large rotind·bend
hook. A sma,lllaniard with a buoy at oue eud is u stopped" to the point, and the instrument is thrust

under water between the whale and vessel. When low enou,;rh in the water the p-ointil!l ·turned
outboard, the instrument is hauled np under the" small," lWd the bnoy with a line to ....hioh the

flnk.e-chain is attached appears: on the other Ilide. The buoy i8 detached, removed witbtbe 1fne-
_." '--

• See dlagnlm af catting.ill aoowhead or polar whaJe, A. .. .'. .
t MaDyvllBillll8 have two h&Wle-plpeB, 1Mlveral teet apart, to be used whw W(lo w~bave boeii~j.-'alQlIe-

tlmeil two ohaiBll lin tiakaD tJmul.gh onehaw.e-pipe. . .... - . ...... ' ... ,

. "."., .~... . : .. ::.
',..•.
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hook, and the :tluke~(lhain adjusted as before mentioned. This is fl, much better and quicker method

than "Wben the buoy and line is used, llnd nlthollgb tbil'\ instrument, which is also known a8 the
Ii Joe Crook,tl is not familiar to tlJe maJority of \ybalemelJ, its importance will be Yery readily
appreciated by them.

Large ropes wertl formerly used for fastening thf:' wbale t.o a ,essel, but I believe _ery ftw of
them, if any, are to \)e found now. Sometillli."~ a la.:rge l'ope may he us~tl when a ,CSSd]8 towing

a whale or in veering out a whale in bea_,) weather when it would be impossihle for her to lay by it.
Tbis rope is made of manilla, usually uutllufactm-ed for th,\ purpose, alld varies in size from'; to
11 inches in circumference. It is slack laid and ahout the Ilam(l kind as tlJOflC carried by tile large
i>te.amel'l!> on Long Ip,hnd Sound, fo, instafi~\c'., ,md i::. oom~timetl stradded to prevent bhauDg.

BOILINQ AND STOWINQ THE OIL.

DUTIES OF CRE"\-Duriug the process of boiling ont the oil (described in the S('(ltion on

PREI'ARATlON OF FISHERY PRODUCTS), which illcludN' the prclJaration of the blubber before
eooking, the master has general supervision of the work, but the mate attends to all busiuess that

reqnires active superintendence. Both tile officers and ruen, with the exception of the cooper,

stAnd their regular watches before the try·work!> day alHllligh t. On SODle vessels the fir;;t officer

ill L\Xempt from such a duty. it. is expected. that the officers should onIS superintend the boiling
of the oil, but oftentimes they perform as much rnaIJuallabor as the-petty officers.

The boat-steerors stand their watches before tbe works, and if tht!y find time they also rig

tbeir boats for another capture.

The men perform the menial duties of tve ship, Two in each watch are kept at work in the

blubber-room preparing the blubber fol' the minceI'. This is the hlubber-room gang; it i8 headed
by a man in each watch, who is regularly appointed to Jill this position during the YOJ'age; his
assistant, however, is not regularly appointe,d, the selection being made from any of the foremast

hands composing that watch, If the machine is used for miIH:ing, three or four men may be needed:

one to "feed l
tl one to "hook off," or remOl'e the blubber, one to trim the thick pieces of fat, and

probably one or two to keep tbe apparatus in motion, But when the mincing is done by ha.nd,
the services. of ODe man in each watch only are reqnired for slicing the fat.

The. other .meD of the watch ca.rry borse-piecei'i from the main hatch to the mincer, lipper up

decks, remove scraps, bail out oil, stand their ffia..t-heads, serl'B their tricks at the wheel, or lend

a hand wherever and whenever needed.

The cooper is seldoUl ou duty at night, that is, if he i;:; indllStrious and prepares a. sufficient
number ofcaBks durin~ the day to last the watch over night. It is also his duty, during the day,
to grind the blubber-knive8,. or to bail the oil from the cooling tauks.

The Arctic ships ha.ve watch and watch (six hours each) when boiling. In sperm wha.ling-,on

some ships the watehee are se~ for instance, from 7 a. m. unWll.30 It. m. This gives the forenoon

watch below hsolfan honr for dinner; tbe other watch goes below at 12 m. and is called at 4 p. m.

Olle watch gets supper at 6, and the other at 6.30, At '; p, ro. the watch is set for the night,

dividing the til1j6 until 7 in the morning,' In the morning the watch below is called at 6.30, in

order that the. meD.1D.ay get breakfast in time to be on deck at 7.

The dqtiea-ofthecrew daring the operation of running dowIl the oil into the casks in the bold

of the ve88e1from ~b~ rOOepta.cIes in Which it cools on deck vary somewhat, both OIl the di1lerent
v~sels andiD. the sperm and Arctic tiBheries. Tile sperm whalemeu have mote sea-room and
mOre tiD:le fl.~tbeir'dispoAal when i;.towing dawn than the Aret,in whalernen. It ill 0.180 important

tha~ they 8hOt:l1cl~unQ8Ualcare ui th.id process, without involving the question of time, for
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the oil usually remains in tht> holds of their vessels much Jonger thau is the custom in tbe Arctic

Heat. In sperm whaling, as a rule, till.! captain directs all work, meusures the hold, and gives

orders for the casks, which, in his opinion, shouhl be coopered 1'Vr riderll, fort>layiIlg to lUn the
casks of tll e propel' size ill order that they may blJ ready for coopel'i u g. The ti f'iS t offiet'r generalfy

lias charge of all work ou deck; at times, however, he may superintend the work in the hold, in

which caEe the second mate rema.ins on deck. One of the officeril or boat-str~ren, also tends the

llose·cock when filling thE! casks. The cooper has ail he can do in coopering such casks as fast

;t.'! th.eyare called for. As the Arctic whal{~lJlell are USIHtlly beset hy ille, which momentarily
threatens their ship, flnd on account of the pre"euce of ic(~ they are unable to get as much sea.·

room as the sperm wluilellleu, they ttre ill collllequlJuee compelled to stOre awa·y tbeir oil ftfi speedily

a.., possible, and at t,irnes uuder ~rcat difficulties, The master u~liany devotes his attention to

stowing down, but at times he may shift the greater part of the responsibility on his officers, and
will himself look after the ship, spellding perhaps the greater IIOl'tion of his time at the ma",t-head,
"conning" hill vessel aud lookiug for wll(j.les. The first officel." has cluu'ge of the deck, running dowl!

the oil, inspecting tlw eoop('r:tge, s(lJHli\lg the easki-J helow It,S fast as tllp',\, are needed, and pushing

the work with the utmO,'lt "peed awl vigor. This custom, however, often varies, for sometimes the

first officer ma;r srow the hold and thfl seeoud mate may remain on deck. Since the oil cools rap

idly in the Arctic regions; the crews under favOl.":tble circumstances are enabled to clear their
decks much sooner after boiling out than in the southern fishery. Stowing down, boiling out,

alld the performance of other IHw8ssar:'1 work required in working the ship, may be carrit,'d on

~imultaneously; one man mas be C1\lIed upon to perform the dnties Which, in tbe regular order of

things, properly belong to another, but the m~lier, under all circumstances, feeling his responsi·

bility, always satisfies himself that the oil easks are properly stowed away. If the mates in the
Pl'ovincetowlJ fleet aro efficient and trustworthy, the captain devotes very litUe attention to the

process of stowing down, other than to desiguatA3 such casks all should be filled, The mate has

eharge of the deck; it is his dut.y to S{\e that the casks are well IIwabbed 011 t and froo from water;

that tIllo oil is sutficientl.r cool; thnt no dregs have been transferred from the cooler, and tbat the
work in all details is pr()perl~' attended to. The 8000nd mate usually bas entire charge of the
hold. One boat·steerer hails the oil from the cooler, aud one cuts off the oil as fast as the sepa
rate casks art) dUell,

MA.KING·OFF i SCR1JBBING.

MAKING·oFF.-Paring and barreling blubber, termed rna-kin g"oft',' was, and is now, conducted

by the Dutch, EngHRh, and Scotch whalero-en. Commander Scoresby· and Laingt gi"..e 0. full a&

count of the prooos$. Making·oi! blubber was carried on at leisure 110u1'8 when the crew were not
engaged in the pur8uit of whales. The blubber in this condition was transported to the English

and Scotcb ports and the oil extracted on shore, by which time tbe blubber was more or leesl'aUcid.

and it is 1I0t much of a wonder after aU that the odor should be offen8ive when the cargo Wall broken

out in port, or when the oil was extracted.

The proot'ss of making·off' is Dot practiced among the American whalemen. At the inception

or the American whale fishery (as before referred to) it was the custom, in shore Whaling, to bring

the blubber home nnd extract the oil, but all the voyagtlCl were short, the blllb~rwas60mp801'l'

tively in a good and bealthy condition. In the Arctic regions, however, it is now custom.\llY with

some ships; when they find whales abundant, Dot to delay ma.tters by boiliug out; but -they stow
away the blnbber 'tween deck8(where, in tbis cold climate, it will hold itsownfof llitulgtilrle), attd,

when fUll, put ont for Plover Bay·&rul boil out at anchor. In Hudson Bay itiBa8.id·.bf·.··~~
----- .~.•,." c··· ....._ .. ,_•.••.•._._. --_.. __.. - ...•.••. ' .. _--.._..._-._.'. :._,_._.,';;'~--_.

"A.NticnegioWl, yol"ii. tYofase to 8pttsberrn,pp.l.83,1~:....
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whalemen that when a whale is taken alUong tho ice anli cannot be towed to the vessel, small
tackles are carried ill t,he boats to the whale, and where they are enabled to get Bufficient pur

ehase to roll the animal they take oft' tLH hIli lilwr, cnt it, illt-o hUl'8t!-pieces and drag it, to
the ship on sleds. In sperm whaling, however, 110 delay can be suil'ered ill extr'4ctiug the oil,
whicb. is attentled to ill:> SOOll as po;.;sible, 01' the bluhber will bla"t, awl when put into the pots

will, as it is termed, run together, tbrlllillg a COllsh,tency of, am] almost as sticky, Rl:l glue, and in

this conditioll the oil becomes black aud un!>alablc. 1n the Ellg-lil:lh :-.penu .fi!>llery, in 1820, t.he oil

was reduced from the blubber shortly after it WliS takt'll Oil lJo:mi, in the try-work", witlL ~v hicli

tIle slJips engaged in this fisher;\<' were alway,," IJrm-itled. 'l'llere \\-e,]'l' two collperr,: (kettle,,) ill the

tr.\"· worksl placed .\\ide by f;itle, Ileal' the f(lre-hatch. Tllese, with their tilruaces, dill Hot llifiiT from

those now in use 011 Americau slJipN. '1'IH\\' were matI!" of brick-wlirk, occupied a space of 5 or 6

feet in length by 8 or 9 ill breadtb (fom and aft, and athwart ship)l amI 4 or 5 feet in height.

There Willi also a cistern for the water."
SCRUBBl.NG.-Witen cruisillg in low latitude!.; during warm weather mauy of the ",perm

wlmlemell deposit their bluuber Oll lIeck, instead of stowing it away in the blubber"ruOIll. In tbis

case tbe decks are infrequently waslJed when running the wmks; they are l however, "lippered up'

regularly while boiling, for the MLke of cleanlille88 amI economy as well, it being del:>irable to save',
the oil which exudes coIlionsly from the lJluuber. Excopt when whaling or boiliug out, or WhNI

sOllwtlling of au extraordinary llatnre occur" to proven t, it, the det;k of the sperm whaler is
8()rubbed daily, Sundays excepted. ::'IIall;,' of the southern right whalewl:\l.l, tu"tead of waslJing

their dooki-l, clean them by means of the ordinary scrape,r, It small triangullll" illlstrumellt

with sbarp edges alltI wooden hUllrlh', f,lIllili,lr tll all seafaring men. Tl1ere is always more or less

fog on right-whale ground", ace()llJIJl1uied by a fiue mist, called br some whalemen a fog-storm,
since the water drips freely from the mast-head,,;, ,yards, ropes, and rigging, amI rather gives the
impresl'lion that the ship is ill a state of Jlrofuse llerspimtion. During these light rains, the water

being obtained from the cisterns of the doulls without manual l\Lbor, the decks are usually swt>pt

with brooml'l se\'eral times a day. After leaving the whaling' grOlllHII; for the home POI't all right

whalemen hM"e a general scrubbiug; many of t,hem commence at the lower must-beads and wa.,h

down, using lye and sand in abuuda,uce. au all whaling \'essel$ the decks are well scrubbed after
eaeh fare has been boiled out and stowed awa)". A liberal supply of salt water is thrown 011, and

the scrubbing in the southem fislters is mmally done with cocoanut brooms; the bulwarks are

washed with lye made fro~IU the ashes of scraps, or perhaps with salt water and sand. Scrubbing

the decks of It well.soaked blubber hunter in the lower latitudes is l~n ungrate.t'ul task, except in
so far as the superficial filth is carried away, for the powerful raj's of a tropical sun draws the oil
from the planks and renders the condition of tlh.\ deck almost as bad as befort:. In Jippering up

decks a man takes an Oil6COOP in one hand and tlw lippert iu the other, with which he brushes

the refuse fluid into the receptacles and transfers it to the tubs.

HOly-stoncs, f!O extensively ('.mplo;red ill the Na,'y, are seldom if ever used by whalemen. The
latter rely solely upon their scrub·broows and thtl calcined ashes of scraps for removing sperm

oil, and upon the 8tiraper for l'emoviug right-whale oil. Sperm oil in its natural condition when

fresh may be washed o:ft"with comparatiye ealSe, but after being cooked it is removed with difli·

~~lty. Right·whale oil,on the other hand, has a tendency to glue up or gum up tile decks-whence

~GOdma.o,

. tAlIPPtlt16 a. pi_of thin blubber Of an oblong shape, with inci~ioDS ill one cnd for the mlln to gra8p. The
hppe~beat!lida;ptlidtothii, pnrpulle are l)ot fl'()!ll the post-etiOI' eoige of the corner of the fiuke~, and 8<\IDetimespiecell
of. the. head,ekiliai:ewilld. BomeWDes3 piooeof Ieatherm..y b.. tllled_ Diffe:rent vllll86b employ different ntemrilll of
thls.kind. A lvpll:letal~e ued fot 8600ping nIl the oil from the deck is alro called the lipper.
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the natne H right-whale glue" often given this kind of oil-consequently considerable labor and
strong lye is required to wash it off. Humpback oil has th(l same effect, and Should be treated in
the aame mauner. ,

SOllie wbalemeu contend that it is bad. luck W WasIl off the bJaebldu which has aooumulated
on the main-mast during the process of boarding the blubber, and indeed some of the old sperm
whalewUIl will not permit it to be removed until the season is over. They will tell you that the
presence of blackskin 011 the mast, cannot possibly influence their catch of whales; that whall'$
will be scarce or plentiful as the case may be, but they show that there is Q discrepa.ncy between
their' wQrds and their action" by decl~njng to remon' the substa,nce until a full ship is reported, or
uutil the season is IIp. Thes contend that a mast patched with pieees of whale .!Skin does not look
so bad after all; 011 the contrary, their presence should he hailed as an emblem of industry and
activity, Qnd overwhelming proof that an hands have been hard at work. This is one of the

whaleman'l'I superstitions; to the influence of which he usually ;rields with becoming mod~ty and
gracefulness_

7. 'l'HE HOMEWARD PASSAGE AND AURTVAL.

MAlONG THE HOME PASSAGE.-Should the 8hip be in the Pacific or in the Indian Ocean, very
little, if anything, is done towards fitting the ve!'.sel for the home pas!lage until" sqUartl away for
home," and then it jjl'enerally occnpies nearly all of the paesa.ge, usually abont three months, to get
8\'erythlng in ship-shape. The vessel now, it may be said, for the time being, loses ber identity

as a whaling craft, and becomes a carrier, and the captain is anxious to go into port with 111 ~eall
and" smart-looking" vessel. The first thing to be attended to is the rigging, which is ".lIet np"

wbereyur needed. Tbe seizings are" squared" on t1le lower rigging; the rigging is "capped,"
"rattled dowu" (whicb expression 8igniftes tha.t it is "rattled up"), and .finally"tarred." By this

time, if the ship has "gpo(l luck," she may be in the Atlantic Ocean, probably well up to tb~

"line," and, having been tboronghly washed, th~ crew, after cleaning the iron-work, get reads to
"paint ~hill," inclUding the outside (bnlwarks), inside, and Rpars. This is uaually done while fun

ning throl1gh the northeast trades. Tbe wast-heads are manned during thie time, unless the ship
has bel' holds "chocked off," in which MAe it would not be necessary to keep the men on the look

out. A.I:! the ship nears the Gulf Stream it was formed;r customary to "overboard try-works.'"
Wben she strikes soundings all of the gear is taken ont of the boats; the craft bundled up and

stowed down overhead, ca,re being taken to keep the gear of eooh boat "'separate. The boat sails
are nnbNlt, and, witb t,be d:ragl'l, short-warps, lantern-kegs, boat-knives, batehetB, compasses,
rowlock", and other smaller articles belonging to the boat are atowed away in a; large caSk and
marked l' boat· gear." The cutting-pendants in the mean time ha.ve been taken frolllthe ID88t-heads
The craft is bnndled IIp with canvas aronnd the points. The boat-masts, paddles., and rudders

are stowed on the afterhouee. The oars are· usually left in the boats. The blllbber-books, the
cutting-falls, the blubber-tubs, &c., are stowed in the fore-bold.

A ship cruising in the Atlantic Ocean D81Ially commences to tit up ship abollt a month before
starting for borne, tarring, rattling, and capping the rigging, bnt she waita until Dlak.iJig her pa8S

age before she commences to paint. The Bpars; yaros, and 1DlLl!Ita are pain~whuet)leJails &rtl

let, the crew takiIi.g advantap ofa goodllfJpell of weather" for the purpose., It ~tenbappens,

however, &!I tbe.W"bIlJeme.n expf't>1:18 it, they "get C8llgb~"3ndam oompeUedto8hOrtei:i:a$Jbefore

the paint hag dried, which; at! ean be roadily imagined, prod.n.ces a: very bad~.01'~
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Tbe urews are always willing workers at such times, more especially if they have a good fare.

"Getting home," an old whaleman tells me, "if a WaD has a home, from ol:le of these voyage8 is
the onl)' real pleasant thing about the whole trip. The daYIl of arrival have been tbe l.mp[l!est 1
have ever seen."·

WE'l'TING 'rEE HOLD.-Doring the voyage it ill import.ant that the oil casks be kept wet ill

order that th~ hoops may fit tightly and remain intact to prwvent l~akage of oil. To this eud the

hose is brought to th." hatches abont three times a week and a copious supply of water is run dowll

into the hold aDd deluges t,he cRsk8. Sometimes in low latitudes the hatches are reID-oyed aDd
water thrown down. The casks arc also wet as soon as the bold has bl:'.en stowed.

THE ARRIVAL ROME.-The return of 11 vessel is a signal for an animated scene upon the litreets
l;l1\d docks of New Bedford. Perha;pl> a revenue cntter or !mme coasting v~l mas sight the

returning whaler off Block Island and convey the lIews directly or illdirectl.\, to New Bedford, or
the vessel may bear down upon Olark's Point, particularly at night, before an.y OU(l at blll' home
port i.., awar\'lof b& proximity 1Jo tl18 ~oaBt. The, eU8tom-hou'6e ()ffici,llB, who at\'> a\wa.ys \"Ill the qui
1Iive for arrivals. usually ascend the cupola of the building when an lUTival il:' reported, and with

marine glasses endeavor to rec0A'uize an old acquaintance in the vessel, whose identity can be

established by certain peculiaritic(;, which, to traiIrt:!d and familiar e)'ekl, characterize every ship.

The name of the vessel being knowl1, ber agent, or owners, immediately hire a t,ug and steam ont to
meet her, to hasten her arrival to the dOLJk whence she sailed. Meantime the" sbarks"-an immense

»chool of them-which now conaist of infttters, boarding ma;;ters, and cartmell, are among Ute most
_._""._._----,-----------------

• The following u.ilor'll' chanty for heaving at windlass had b6e!l forwarded by Capt, Amos C. Baker, Clark'~Point
Light, Maasachufl6t.t8:

I thuught I b0a~d (j{lr c....ptain flay:
Good uy, faro you 'well; good b;y, farb ~'ou ",<>U;

That to-worrow lH our ~a..i1JuJ,; (Jay;
Hurrall, my boys, WO'I1' h(\rnuw~n:d Donud.

W~re homewnrd bonnd to Nl'''' Bedford 'rown;
Good uy, fan; yOIl well; guo,l hy, fare you Wt\ll;

When we get tlt~re we will walk around;
Hurrah, my boys, we're homeward bound.

Heave away, my boy<!, heavtl away;
Good by, fare yon well; gvod by, fare yon ,,,,,U;

'l'o--morrow ie OUl' aailillg day;
Hurrah, my boye, weTIl bomewaro bound.

And noW our sh..ip ia full, my bo~'~;

Good by, flm! you well; good b~', fart; yon w"li;
We'll think of home and all ihjoylS;

Hunah, Dl)' ooYI>, wtlre \lulllewa.rd bound,

With Ito flowing eheet we're hOlDewllIa bound;
Good by, fare you well; good by, fare yOll well;

When we get there we call stand Ilround;
HllI'I'llh, my b<Jys, we're I!om"waM bound.

1te when you aee thoso l'ew Dediun] girJa:
Good by, fare yon well; good by, fare yon Ito'ell;

With tMir bright :bl1J.6 eye!!. nod tiowing ll11rl.II;
,Hllrrnh, my bOle, we're bomewiu'd OOUJJd.

When we are paid off, we'll have 9. good time ;
Good by,'f1m; ymt well; gaud by, £are you wall;

Too lJII.:rking of-P;irlll and the drinkin~ of wine;
HnrriJl, my buYll, "'e,re borne,,'am bound.

We'll.petldour millley .free' when we're 01;1. ahore;
-()ood b,.; fa't6you well; goud by, fare yon well;

....~A..bd ",himiUla.U,~ ...e·Uto .... fo:t mote;
..' "Hln'ftIh, .;.syW~we'nl hOmew:ard boUnd.,....... . ....
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,letiv~ Qnd -entll'geti(). 'l.'hey j).re usnally aware of tiM approach t}f thtl ves,rml 00£000 any OM else
ku{}w/l of it; they can tell bel' name. with greater~ a.nd at a greater distauoo than anyone else,
»nd tile)' alway$' haY~ the "lWla.rte&V~ .lU1d ~t,aaiJing sloop or WbOOlll!'l' iv the harbor. During
tb~ full of 1882 I wuWhed theb~matJ.etlV-eTS with I). l'f'CnH:tT hl't.ereiSt., Jt.nd o(>jng JIlY8elf Ii- l.laM:idpant
jll thtl' cJ::citing Si:l6ue in~ of fi&WS and" am'las" I was 89metjmes thrown I'Q.ther too i utirna,tely
in ooutoot with th-&m. It \VaB to th&il' iutel'oot tillaneiaHy to) OOl;\.ro every intmming wha.ler; it· waa

to my intel'M a-a an investigutor to be aillo among tht: tirlilt. Qftentime8 I a.«\Omplln:oo Capt. J amee
V. Goxt the custom·house otlleia!. am:l again one of the TflIlOrUfffl of thl:\ New EedfOl'd pap&r8t

a.nd sometimf!tiI I 6ug\l.geu It Slll;)H bl)~t with a. Pl>l'tugu%e m; a m{)tiv~ vower, All of th" boattdillg

iii don~ be.twt'~·n Clark'!:> l~>;itl t atJd tht'l doek. When the" warkli» IStiru]at~for a \'IN>Sd, they tlg.ree
to l>aya, certain a,WOUllt pro -ro,m; l:ttld wstebjng their opportunity tbeir Httle '1e....~el t;boots mpidly

al(lll~ide the ~nviftl~' incoming whaler, as the UOiOly mUe tug burn.e8 jt along, ami without i>Wp,

pil1g, but, tl[1011 the point. ()f osculation, the "sharks 1I tlpril1g from tbi:' dook of tlJol"jr JiWe craft ro tbm,
of t11-o wbaler) amI the bQat that l&.ndoo. them. £lkcHug graoofullJ around like a bird uptJ'Q. the wing,
nu.ll:e,~ a (J(>mpl<,t~ detour of the returning "Vea:.el, lwd shootil akmglride her wad, The whatemen.,
ma-ny of whom ~re 8trang~1'8 W us lW.d I,}ur en&toms, aloe idle lip<:lCltato-rs of the OOliY b~stJe of
nnmt1IOUS little ooat.a about them, tlwir Vf'...sscl tU;\ing nnder BUQg SAH antI in care of t,h<l. tug. The
old h&nds kn<:rw -what ro fjxpoot, but thc~' cannot itl'{lid it,; and th~ lWW ones ku~w n«t. what t<l

eXplXlt l;illd haoVtll;lOmething to learn. AU of tht;ill ha.ve pa<lKt.-tl their chests and tied theit !>u-per
llUOU{i cl,otbin~ in hags mad~ of ootton duek, and both elwlts and oo.gs are securely fWltened with

-t'requent tu:ms ofpi~ oflanoo wall) 01' whale·line. The mel'll leanillg upon the bulwarks Qt main
ntH, gltze. liijtlbll&S upon tile little 1>oat8 dadiu ~ hithe}' and thitber; but the 500tle (lhang~ when the
n sbarks" swoop down upon them. One II shark» fastens npon a. whalemall l another npon bis chest
of cl"tbing l Mid 11 th.lrd upon his bundle; some ~:uet promlses fur trade- aDd othet8 for boord.

Tb.~ hoarding.h<;luse k('.eper b..wlng indncell " whnJ13ffiiln 00 mjotuu. a.t hl~ house. IDarkB itt> lliJlUoor
lttld nalU>e of street upon the ebe.st, wit.h a, piece of .ebaJk. Now th~ cartman comes in Wbjg profit,
whicb is.25 O(>.nt.a for ·~werJ' ehCO't '\:It' handle h-e eom'BYs. tt) the hotk"J, the SUUl being raid <In thl:!
4.eUv.ery ofgood~ by the boatding,IHH1se k€cper and after-wanls oolleNed (('(Jill th~ boa.nlert for be it
rememooroo tua-t tbe whalem:m under a.1J <lireumstimec,'! foots the hUll'. The head Mt'tmtlnttber;~

fore, whl} may 1m augagm b)' th~ «(sharkst -QT a part of them, taki:'i nnder bis {lhlU'g{J(l~er'ypaok:;tge

marked by the boarding·hoo.st:: koo}X't' for whom he i8 working, all agl'OOlU~ut8having been pr~vi>

ollsly 1mW.~. A H~'ely &\Utf:!.$ 8ometiro8l!l etlsue,~; tbe "<!harka Tl mas i>h#.1w their teeth and snap at one·
auothar; <lQ1netimoo tbere lJ:!- 1\ l'Qugh-ttnd·tumble tight or a hitter war ot "Wo-l'd& whe.n plying tbeir

vOOa-tiQJ1, and even afterwards, tby the defeat.oo. II sharks j'generalty ''''1:noo their diI!lVl6alJll~by~
tug the IDur{J fo.rtuMte ones. At timesl $t,houl of ga.rrnlotllJ" J!'barks Tl may ~t:t'Ouud a. pilgrim who
bas no kn()wled~ (}f English nor ot'"th'.'i tm:mner o-f oolJdllctiug matb:ll'l'> npon tho anival-ofs wbMtlt
jQ au A';Uerican p<t~t, but, Qm.az~d ilud oonfttiW-d by the 8u.rrol1ndi.ngiocidoot8~in ftn8W~r to parhaps
a. {{oun ooUs upon him. at (tn(>~, not: knowing what t,l):my, he,g.ay nod aasent to aU, which thr

tlooreat "abade n takes in s,iIlrmnti.ve, a.nd while ';I;;bat'k" No,1 i~ ~ing fl:Jr the ~,'''$luuk''.

:No.:2 may also approach th6 unfortunate and ala<) rooeive apaDt~jmieMIIWflt".Bignifyfo# an UMOll·

diti(lnal *nrrentMr. COWjeqw:mtl,r, when tHlmbet' l)uflt'i!.luI'U1il. with a. writ o.fhiW«J.8~ i'n we
Bhape of il clotbtla ohMt, unmOOr two wteI'$ a. MUetm'~ with $ clothoo bag~ M:d tbe~lt1fIH

be $Uvely P&88agi; at im118. .But to the vietor doea not alwaYl:l belong the flpoiWr fur&:thii:d~; ~j; I'

steps ruJ while tht) other tWQ am flghting, and carrit'ltJ oft the bolU'der ud hUt· bagg",'DttriJig
the'll) fl:l:oiting tjm.~ I usUlllly ~ptad a oouyenieutllpot whereloowdaee a.nd.',~i'~' &&
aoon as fl'le uattltt of too i.( smuk-8 ltWM o"er~ and &W"tdry pUoo of .~.oo~;~a'bQO.i
the ftald, I i~tetvittw<l;ld the crew fot' U~W'flAnd '"mtrlo$tl, ,. . ... '".' . ,



THE WHAL.EFISHERY.

THE WHALEMAN'S SHARE OR LAY.

291

THE. r,Ays.-A9 the financial mutters of a whaling vessel are conducted on the mutual CO-OII

erative ~ystem, none of the men receive wages, but are paid a certain proportion of the earnings
of the Y~sel, drawing in the mean time snch supplies ali; tbey Iwed, which are charged to them
and deducted from their profits at the end of the voyage when settlenwnts an' made. This syetem
originated with the Dutch, in the early part of the sl:'venteellth century, whell they reorganized
tht'- Greenland fishery, in the interest of economy a.nd eificienc.r, and it has ever been the basis

upon which tht> set,t·lt'm£nts for Whaling voyages have boon adjusted in this countr;y. The OWllerfoi

of the vessel provide all the necessary outfit of apparatus and food !lupplies and bear all th(·.
expenses of preparing the vessel for the voyage and of discharging the cargo on arrival home or

for its traul:lHhipment from foreign ports. The sbares, universally termed" lily"," are the IJrOpor
tionafe partB of the value of the cargo. ' "Short lays» a,re the perquisites of the officers, being

HradBd according torank, and are the most pro.fitable; the'; long lays" are received by the crew.
Th~ lays vary somewhat with the times, as well as at the different ports, and they also depend upon
thl! dispoaition of the owners or a.gents of the ve8!lels, and upon the abundance or scarcity of whale-

,men when the crew is shipped. The experience of a veteran whaling captain of New Bedford
illustrates the system of 13:'1'8, as well as the grade" of promotion pecnliar to whaling vessels. He
says: ,; When I was a cabin boy in the old ship Messenger, a fOllr-boater, I had tht', m lay; the

lJext voyage, before the mast, in the bark John Da.wson, a three-boater, I hAd the rn lay j the

llext voyage, Q8 boat-steerer in the same bark, I had the it;; the next voyage, as third mate of tbl:\

Aw3shoDkSJ a. four-boater, I had the it; lay; the next voyage, as sc(~ond mate of the Stafford, a
tbree-boater, I had the is lay; the next voyage, as mate of bark AU:l1I tic, a four-boater, I bad the
n la~- j the next voyage, as master of the A. R. Tucker, a three-boater, I had the -16 lay, and the
la~t voyage, in the same vessel, I had the ·h lay. The captain sometimes receives as high as the

8tb~ 10th, and 12th la;y, depending upon his experience, especial fitness for certain brancbes of the
fuher,Y, and the terms be can make with agents, and sometimes he gets a bonus be8ides."

The crews of San Francisco receive the following lays: Captain, n-j mate, to; second mate,
'n, i third mate, -h; fourth mate, n; fifth maw and boat-steerer, ;'0-; boat.steerers, Tv; cooper,

to; cook, Ttu; steward, Ito j blacksmith, m; foremll8t bands (whalemen), rh; and toremast
(groon), rid--

Until within :five or six ye&nl the agents oba.rged the crew '12 to tIll. eacll for loading the
Vessel and discharging the cargo, the work being done by outside labor. At the present time,
however, the agenbl pay a.ll expen8ElH of getting the vessel ready for sea and of discharging cargo
on her return. •

While the oij is On the llWp it is at the ri8k of thecxew, but when it leav68 the ship the owners
of the vessel iwnireit for the benefit of the crew. Sometimes it is insured by the officers 'of the
ship who are ofI:eU largt)owDer&

When a Vl:!1!8el is returning home with an &lDonntof freight in addition to the regular cargo
t,he Cl\lW 1ll"'Y receive W&ge8 besides their lay-or sha.re in the voyage.

The folli:nringarethe mQ8teommoD l~Ys :received by the :New BPdford sperm whaIemen:
The greenhaD,d6 in a .folir.bc:Jat.eI' get from the l80th to the 190th; in a three-boater frou. the

170th tollie.IS0th. ..Those- who· have ma.dell voyage would get in a fOUI',boater abont froUl the
100th to t.be,ltNit4.'~tiseameDget from l40tb to l00th.



292 HISTOnY AND METHODS UF THE FISUEIUES.

'fU(l cooper in a four· boater, if he h.-1s madl:\ olle or lllore vo;yages and is flo C311H,ble ship.keeper,
would get about the 50th or tile 55th lay, but if grecH, abullt till' 'tUtu. In a two·boatel· a compe·
tent, cooper would get. about the 45th hLJ' alitl a green oue abou,t thl' (Wtll.

'l'ite sh\waJ:d in a four· boater would get from the 100tl1 to the l;')Oth, aud in a three.boater tho
30th.

The cook would receive about the same lay as the seamen, and, in addition, a cert.ain percent·
age Qf the" slush.".

The boat·steerer or harpooner in a four-boater gets f!'Om Hw 75th to t.he 90th las. If he is a
"crack" lUall, and hm: ":,;trul;k l.wer;ything and never missed his chance," be would receive the
75t1.l, if green about, the 8mh or 90th. In a three·boater a l:lkiUf1l1 harpooner would get about the
65th las, and one Ie.,;,." <;kilIftll tho 75th.

'£h6 fmlrth mate get., abollt the 60th or 65th lay.

The thiru mate ill a fout·boater gtits from the 45th tu tbe 60th la;y; ill a tbree.hoater, from tbe
38t.h to the 45th.

The Hl:!cond m<l1e in a four·boater gets from tlU\ 30th to the 40th; UL a threc·bouter, from the.
2Mh to t1.l13 35th.

Tbti wl1te in a four·boater get.s from the 20th to the 25th; in lJ. tlJI-ec·boa,ter, froUJ the 18th to
the 2:ld.

The master gets ill a four·boater froUl the 12th to the 17th and in a three·boater from the 10th
to the 16th.

The meo sailing from l~roviI1(Jewwn receive shorter laY8 than the New Bedford whalemen.

The vessel1; oftbe fnrDlel' port ur{j of a smaller class, and instead of waking extended CrUiSN! to

distant points ill tllt\ Pacific Ocean and (he Arctic regions, make f;bort nJ,rages in tlle Atlautic,
and consequently their outfit.\! are not so expelll;jye liS those of the Ilbipa alld blU:ks of New Bed·
fonl l and the owners Citn afford to ofl'er greater inducements to the crews.t Capt. N. E. Atwood,
of Provincetown, tinu!s furnisbes tbe aC00mpanJillg data cOlloorning the lass at tbis port..

The follOWing is a ~:.l.mple 0 f thl;! 13.y~ paid by the owners to the officers and crews sailing froID

Provincetown in 18811:

,----'~ ~,~, .--~----_ .."~.-.--------~-~----~- - ------- -------- -- _.- " ... _._- _..."- ..._- -- --_. __ . ~~,..... __._-~~-~~:
; SchlNll.erC"rri,,'\'. Clark.llU.J4t<>o•• ! Sch,..,ncrCl",·a L. 8p"rko.9~.78 ton•. ; Sch"on"rAnt",rctlc, l00.66tonft, two'
i tim", b""t..! two \;<>.>l$. • boat..
i --~ "_.- .... u •. ~_._:i
1~;~.1' HUlL rAy. ,':~~~f futnk.···· .. ·r-:~:~':~~(_·---~::.--~-j -::-1
--···-1--·_·-,,······_·· .. _ - - ..._.-,... ,---- ---·1- .__.. ;--."._~I

1 I' C..pto.ln ; Ulth.·: 1 : C..pui ' .. ' .. jlOth' 1 C..pteJ» " .....• -: loth. I
1 ,llstfl .....•.•.........: 16th. ,! 1 '::M to 12l:h. J :Ma.l>e i 12th. I

I : Secouotmlote ......•• 1 1M. Ii 1 r ~t-.t~~:::::::::.! 'Otl>. 2 B~'::::::::: .2lld. ~j
1 I~oteelW ,...... t6tb. ': 1 do ..••.••......• j:d. 1 Sblp-ke..per •...•...•. ! Z&th-
~ !• .• - .•@ ,. - -~·i Ud. j1 l. i l)1Up-k~.H".~ ..• r. 33d. 1 Ste ard. _~~~ ~ +0\ ~.
1 : 8hJ:p·Jr.<'eper........•. I Mt4. Ii 1 ! Stewud.............. 1lOth. 1. Cook...... •••... .. .1 llOth. I

1 i SteW...ro .. "... .. : UAt. ;': 1 : Cook ,..".',. Wth. 1;' se.,mlAI ..__ ....•.••••. 10Mb. !

: 1 Cnok ....•...... .: BOth. 'I t is~ ·.i 7Mb, .: G_"-dio··········ll~
, 2 SMmeu ••......... : UOth. 1 ~,Seam Wlh. 1, G.-i11Wd •.••...•..)1.....
~ 1 s..m... "Ii 1211t.h.·j 1 I! Sea.man .. i looth, '"""i7.
! 11 G_ ",,",4 !«tth. \ 4 Green 1> <1'... . ' tl\I)lh. Ii ,,__ 1[-- I" , •
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• Vatious kind!; ofgroaga savoo dmillg the vOyJl,ga in.thegalley. A aperm whaler will bring~poi'h..pIl fOllt
Of: live bfu'n<1H (Jf "lilalih," which 8.Nl lWld to /f04P llUllJuflllc!JU"6ffl. .... ., .•' .'

: Tlle PwvinOllWwnV~8 do no:/;, )wwover, bring in l'!Ilea Iltrgf:' and Valuable~_, but -ibebQ1i'lllllift'lDore
frlOquent. . .
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The profits of tIll' whalemell IIlH'e for llIaDy ."(.~lJ'~ h(·t'll n~l.\· 1I\1{:t'Tlaiu. l'lhmy lllOIJths may be

spent ill au unsucc(,l'"fhl cruise oyer nnwy quarters of the oCt:<llJ, and the 'vesscll'cturn homt" with

out a harrel of oil. Again, a vo.yage of short duratioll may re~>ult ill Yl'ry grent succes>;, and the
nl'ficerB ~In\l ere-w r;;>,ceive I'.uitabl~ nXMllptnoo for tbeir t1.1l.ngenl\1~Tnil.

Among the most I'ItlCcessful "o~·a.ges may be mentioned that or t.he "hip Em'oy, wbich sailed

in 184-8. In a 55 days' cruise in the North Paeific this vessel securell :.!,IiOO harrell' of whale oil
and 40,000 pounds of bone. This oil and bolle was transshipped bOlUl.', aJld a Recond cruise mllde.

when 2,500 barrels of oil and 35,(}OO pounds of bone wer.c secured. Iw:lutliTlg somc oil purchased

at a nominal prioo from a wl'ecked vew;;el l tho profit!!. of tIti" YQ'Yage were abO\lt $t38,OOO. The ship

Oorint,hian tlailed in l862 from a four years' cruise, having .secured a cargo valued at $275,HOO. III

more recent years some profitable voyages have b~cn made. 'rhe bark Alaska arrived at New

Bedford ill 1880, having taken 3,255 barrels of sperm-oil, thlO large8t quantity ever secured 011 a
single vosage. In 1878 tho bark Adeline Gibbs made tlJe rerual'kahle find of 1S2~ pounds of

amber~ril!,which BOld for $23,231.25.
Ail an example of the "hard luck" sometimes experiellc~d by whalemelJ, Capt. Gurdon L.

Allyn. a veteran sealer and Whaler, who had made several successful voyage.s, tells me that b~

sailed from New London on the bark Tempest May 21 l 1857, bound for Spitzbergen, with bopes
uf a successful voyage such as Scoresby and other"early whalers m.ed to make. On July 28 the
Spitzbergen mountains were sightt,'d, but uo whales bad been seen. "We crossed to East Grt>en
land and after a mouth's unsuccessful cruisiTlg made sail for the Azores, which we reached Sl'p"

telllber 8 without having seen a whale. Here W(l h-arned, much to our di8gust, that the. 8perm

whalers had l~en 't"ery snccessful. "'e crniBed over the usual grounds, but the season being Iat!>

we found none. We continued soutb, bonnd for the Indian Oeean, and on Dl'cpmher 31 caught

our first whale near the lJrozette group." Captain Allyn continueu his cruise from the Jmlian
0OO8lJ into the Soutlieru Pacific, Bud thence to the North Pacific and Okhotsk Sea, but had little

sueClJ&'1. After three years' almost total loss of time t.he little oil secured was trlttJsshipped at

Honolulu and the vessel turned over to another captain, but only llfter Oaptain A.llyn, who was

owner of the VMllel, had 8nJfered a 1088 of e7,000 by the voyage.




