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'rEE SHOBE F18BEIU]~S OF ~(H;'J'1lEl:", llELA'YAHE.

I.-THE S..!CE'PEAULTE Ol{, "THOUT" FIHHERY.

Sqlwteagllc (1/' ., trout." (o.ijn(j,~Y:i(jil regale and C. mw·uhrtUin Jan' b ken illoll;': alIlIO,,;f tIll' l'lI tir'!'

lellg'th of t hf' Ddawarp mm"t, lJetwepu Li tt-lt, Cre(~k LalHliug Oil I ),'Ia \\':11'1' l::IY a w) l,"t'llwiek',.; 1"law}

at tile I;outhern e-xtn'lllit-y of tlw 8tak, lHlt the fip('(,hl fislHTY fol' tld:-; 1"l'l'eit,,, i:-; (,tlufill(',l to till'

loeality uetw\O('1l Cape II"lllopt~Jlawl ::\lallOlIl~\\Cl'I'd, light. Sc,ul-L (I!' tlw ,'ap(' t1u,re j" Illl ol'g;mizl',l

fishillg for trout, Olt>, few that am bll;'(,ll h"illl! e:ll't.urerl itwi.l.'nti1l1y ill tiw :WiIH'" awl g'ill-1H·t" of
thl' fislJet'lllell which have ueell set for other kill,],.; of fish. 'Thus we liJl(} Illat, ill lS.sU, wliik ouly

10,000 pOlllltls- were c:aup:bt south of Cape- Helliopen, 2,1;08,000 poull(l,.; were taKell by !lIe fi:-;hermen

along the shores bordering Delaware Baoy, The tront fifihel'S lw:::;ill~ from tllt' ::Oth of April t.o tho'

first, of l\JaS, and is genera,lb," TmrSrH.'ll with great anIm' to!' tin' 01' :3ix weel.s; in 80llH' places it I/o!

eoutiuue<l nntil thf\ first of .lu1S; atHl at, IJ<'\H'>' it j" raniI'd 011 to a greater lll' Ie;;;; ('Xit'llt IlIltil

Allgnst, wllen tlle J>pot 1ll1l1;es it" app~;aralj(~(' ah)llJ.: tht, ~lt()I'('Hl :I!I(I tlte fi"llel'llH'!1 tlJ('1l tnrn th,']r

attention to the capture of the latter sped,'I;;. T(~wanl Hlt) bU.·J.' p:nt of .lUlI(' tIle sellO(~I" or li.'ih~

wllielt, predulls to that time, hay." relUail\(~rl dOse to tlJ(' beal,;h, lWg'ln to mllH~ uIl' illto tLe del'lwr

waters of the bas, where the tell,per,ltUft' Ill' th~ watel' i" llOt 1:>(\ high a,.; it ii:; do:w to the <,hon'.

After this timt: tbc trout sehlom <J,ppro:h',h dose (~llOUg-L to tile 11('adll'loI tu he 1akell ill 8cilll'S (~:Xl'('pt

at Lm-H~$, and in consequence ('omparatiYd,\- litth~ is done after the first of ,Jul}; oecasionally a

fow fishermen go ont in the lJay in ,July, Angust, and SPJltt'lllbcr to il~lr with lwok and line; l,n!,

H mrd;y happens that many tront arc takeu, Duril!;; the lleig-ilt of the IJslrin;! ,,":I"1l11 tlte fnrllu'!'c;

of this region, as well as the profe,"lsiOlHII fi"he-nlH'H l r('~ort to tll{' l)(',wlll'" Iwan':,:t thl·ir 1101111.''' to

l'lJgago in the work, wLtieh i1:l caniNI Oil lIoth (lnrillg" tbe- nig-ht and day, :t,..; dl'l'llnlstall(~es IH:!.\'

dNlland. ,yah tlw trout, ll;r(~ takt'\I, ill tlJI:' seilh.' ;jllll lIets, mort' or It·ss pcrdl, rod" Illl,lllet, ami

t1oumlers, aud oecasionally otller kind", of lh;ll, though it 1I1:1~' he said tll,tt all of the);l' form ouly a

small portion oftlle sum tot~l of the filSll eaptured durin,i.;' the nUlllths uf )lay and ,Jl1ue, SillCC it j,;

estimated by t.he most competent autllOritks that fnHll UO to 05 pl'I" ('tmt. of till: fi:-;Il taken at tilt;

Yariou8 beaches alollg the Delaware Ba.\' al tid" seasoll an' trout. The impurtanee fIf thi:-; ii,.,h.'r,\'
to tbe St-ate is cOllsideraule, a larj:!,'(\ portion of th(~ t~urners and laboriug da.'lo,\cs lIeiug tinls /o<upplicd

with food which is both cheap and 'wholl'SOIrll'.

1. !·'lSHI:NG- GROUNDS.

The fishing gronnds are the suoal waters horderiug the n\1lIlI'l"OW, flaHlI,Y uOlwhm; along' the

shorea of Delaware Bay. These beH:ehes are ridges or hammock,.;, \'al'.yillg fnJUl Due half to two

llli!ea' or more iu le.lJgth, slightl~' ele-vatetl above Hw surroulII]iug antI iut{;rn'uillg swamps, mal
5~7
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with shores sloping b'Tadually dow-n to the water of the bay. TlJe slope is so gradnal ill many

cases, as, for illstancel at BO\H"l'Ml DeadJ, that the depth of water dO{~i; 1101, excepu G feet en~1l at a
distance of a mile from tlJl~ 81lOre. 'The cliJl'el'eut. species of iisL funnd ill tllis localil,Y approach

d01;;e to thol>o be~tel.w" lli the lSpring:l ami call easi1;y be tat.~11 b~' the fisherlllell l who set their l.mul

seines and g'ill-nets in uepths of (I to 8 ff'l't of wllter.
T!le 1lI0s(importaut (If lhe npper fishing filntiolJs nre Kitt's llamllloek, 25 milcs Jlolillwcst of

Cape Ilt-nlopclJ (alHl 41 mill:'s Kouth frolll :U<.l11OIIC'8 Creek light), aUlI Il(JWt,J's' Beadl, /SituatNI

between lIIuruerldll ami JOlleo;' Creeks, /sollle 2} mill'S fart!H'·r dowll the \Jay, Bdweeu lIlunlCl"klll

and. Mi;,;pillioll ClI.'eks are the fh;lJillg I,:tatiom; of Shirh'y's Bur, the "Pier" aut! ;~ Big StOlI{'/) wbi!t,

near "the mouth of Droadkilll Creek is 81angllter BeiH:u, anollH'l' ~!xe~'-llerlt. flshing- grfHllld, ,J± miles

llistallt frum Ll'wes. The h('<1(:11 at Lewes, t1lungh !:il'condary in iUJllortallce a~ ,1, fh:\hiJlg grOlmtl)

so far as trout-llshirJg is concenwd., h;, lH',n;rtlJp}es"" ta'l,("o aJtogdllel'l the prilldpul t';tatioll along

the bay, since the fi,;lwries are f:unicd on duriug' ttl{' ('ntire "mOlller aud llutUlllll for tiw \"arion;;

I;',pccicl;', whkh. C>J.1.\ \,w, fouml ill thi"" ll:l-Cality. ThQ fh:,lHonrll.'u ul:',u~nJ- r('~(lyt to HIe bcadl{'s neal'('Bt

to tbeir home!:'!, aU other thiug',s lWiug ('(1na1. Thus, Kitt's Hammock is the fanJrite place for the

Do,er fisllel'illcu, as -Wl'l! al' a portion of those from LebanOJl ;jilt} ::\Ltgnolia. A few Illtm from tbe

two la.st·rneutiolled places, howen,r, g'Nlerally go to llo\\"ers' Beach ill tlw fi;,;hing seaRon, which if!

also re80rt~d to b;y the fiRhenlJcn from FI'(>d(!ric~; thc;,;e, together with till" local rei:iiceut ~ at tlle

beaeh, making' up tIw sum totll,l of mell employeu in trout-fishing at that ]Joint, TIle re,:;idt'lltf; of

Milford Neck di\-~ide themsel \'C8 bet.ween tIle t\vo statioIls of SLirlesl" Bar alill llJ(~ ~. l'ier,'l Sowe

of them formerl.r carrkd ou fi~biIlg at the" Big Stone," !Jut ~() fe-w fi~b lJUye been caught ill Jat.o

.years at this station that it was alJandollcd in 1880, no seines being ISd from tlJc lJcach. The chid

part of tlJe fishermen from the village of 1\1 ilfotd. resurt to Slaugh tel' TIcuch, where also uw;r be
found, in too fishing ;;C:lSOTl, the me-D wlJo belong at-Milton; the residents of Lewes, of cOUl'se, being
near one of t.he hest tislJiug grounds in the State, han~ no occ;l.<;ioll to go elsewhere to pursue their

work. B;y thi8 alTaIJg(~IllClJtthe men are enabled to go to their homes during the "r;lack speLll:'l,"

and when the wea.ther is unfavorable for fishiug operatioll.:l. As a 1'ul(', they "ish, their homes at

least once a week. After the trout leave the shoal water bordering the beadles and strike oft'into

the bay, OIl O;yster Rock, l'o-called, tbe outl;ying shoals are the fjl;hing b'TOUIHhl, where a limitt'd

lJumber of tbis !:'!pecies is taken with hook and line, tllOugh it i~ but fair to sa;y that no Bysteml.!-tic

fisher.r is carried on after the end of the seining SCltSOIl.

2. THE FISHERMEN.

'l'he fishermen of Delaware are principall;y men who engage in other pursuits during lJ,. large

portion of th(J ~'t'ar. Among their other employments agrieulturo m.ay be reckoned as the chief.

Th<\y f'ngage in fbhiltg, as a rule, only when it offers better retnrns than cun be obtained elsewhere;

but wben the fielh grow scarce, or the market dull, tbey return to their farms; or if tbey huye no
farms of their own they hire out with /Some (lite eJse, unlcss, indeed, they may 00 m.echUllicOl, in
wlJich ease theJ' ~eek such employment as they are best fitted for. Many farmers of this scction
own boats and fislJing apparatus witli which the}' procure supplies for their own bibles; aDO fre·

quently secure a surplus, wllich tho;r ~ell; others belong to crews or gangs regUlarly orga-uized

for seining. These are the men who manago the large drllg-lJ6tS. During the fitlbing Boea.llon it is

Dot at all au uncommon thing for the farmers to bire colored men to work on their land while they

themselves engage in fil'hing. We are to;d bJ' l\fr.llHI, of Milford Neck, that wans farnwdisher·

men .of that sectiOIl make j t a rule to do their pI:tntillg fin,t, attcr Which they engage in fishing for

trout, thus filling up the time which otherwise might be nnoccullied. According to Mr.-lf. S. Van
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Burkalow, of Ma.gnolia, many of the .fisbermen at that place and adjacent town~ work in the frnit~

canning establishments from July to September, but in the spring nearly all of t.he farmers in that
section catch fish, at least for their own use. At Milton, says Mr.•T. D. Morrit, the tront fishery
I:Ult8 about five weeks, and daring this period the men pursue it wit.h ardor, devoting all their time
to handling seines. Those who own farms hire some oIle, generally a colored mall, to do the farm
work while they are fislling. At Lewes thirty men make a business of fishing for trout from
May 1 to July; in ad{Ution to these there Hre fifty otberlO., one.fourth of whom are colored, who
tlSll for pleasure or profit at odd jobs. Taking them altogHher theAA semi-protessional fl.8hermlo'tl
are employed about one half of their time in catchiIlg trout, using for this pllrpo~e seines, gill
nets, and, rarely, hook and line. Those fishing with hook and line in the sprjIlg lio this only for

pleasure, or to secnre a. snpply for their own table. After the rush of the trout tiShPQl il> over tlJe
semi-professional fishermen, as we havf\ I'een, engage in otber pursuits, lea:ving the professional

fishermen to continue the work on a more limited scale. The latter, aB a rule, peddle tbeir fish in
the villages and l!IUITOunding districts during the period between tb(', 18t of July <Iud November.
The eatch of trout, however. as has been previously stated, is very sm.all after the 1st of August.
A few colored men are engaged in the trout-fisbery in the towns above Lewes, 80 far as we learn
it would be a liberal estimate to say tha.t more than fiv~ or ten per cent. of the fishermen were

color6d.

3. APPARATUS AND METHODS OF FISHING.

BOA.TS AJ'I'ID THEIR FI1'TINGS.-Tbe ordinn.ry shlU'p~bowed, wid6-Bterned, fiat- bottomoo. skiff,
or battean, knOWn in other sections of tIle conDtTj" as the sharpie., is the sty]f:'\ of boat a1J.n08t uni

versally used ill the Delaware Bay fisherie8. TheEl"" vary in length from 12 to 20 fpet, and in value
from $10 to .20. They are almo8t exclu8ivel;y built by the fishermen themselvl2'O:, with tew excep
tions propelled by oars, and a.re emplo,yed both in the gill-net and seine ft~herh'O:, the larger onC8

being used for carrying out the haul-seines. At Bow(>rs' Bea.cb, however, there <Ire a few round

bottomed boats, ~uch as~ elsewhere described as the" gill-net shad-boats;" aud at Lewes, also,

there are a few of these~ as well as a limited number of tbe New J{,.l'sey SUrf-boats, such as are in
use at Long Branch. A full description of the various forms of boats may be found in the report
on fishing vessels. It may, bowe,ver, be well to s.tty here that the sharp-bowen boat iEl prope11ed

both by sails and oar8, but the New Jersey surf-boat rarely hali a sail.
SEINES, NETS, .AND Lnms.-There an> several kinds of seines UEled in the trout-fishery by the

fishermen of De]a,ware Bay, differing principally in length. They may be elas~ified under three
general heads: First, the large hanl~seint', ranging from 75 to 150, or more, fathoms in length,
chiefly emplo;yed in the tront-fishery, antI manag('d by a crew of fOUl" to se\"en men. Second, tIle
small haulcseines, from 40 to 70 fatholnS long, frequently uRed both in fresh and Halt water fishing,
and managed by a crew of' two to fonr men. Third, tbe H wade·seines," 30 to 40 fathoms long,
opera-ted by Due or two men who have no boat, but wade out to·the depth of 3 to 5 it-et, setting t,}m
seine as they go, after which it is hauled on the shore. Tile large seines range from 6 t-o 9 feet in
depth, while the smaller ODes a.re rarely deeper than 7 feet. The mersh varies from If to 2 inches.

Aooording ro Mr. D. R. Tomlinson, of Dover, the :fi8bermen of that place use small seines, 40
to 45 fathoms long and 6 to 7 feet deep, for the capture of various sJlf"Alies of fish, such as trout,
shad, berring, rock, and percb. For the management of these seines they afe each provided with a
"shooo-line" 50 fa.thoms long, and a" water.line" 100 fathoms in length. In addition to these
Dm the tlBhermen use, dUring the trout season; from May 1 to .July 1, a number of large seines
which are 150 to 175 fatbowslong, 7 feet deep, havtng 2·iDCh mesh. These nets ftTfI proVided with. .

.M1ro V-----&!
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a" shore-lioell 75 to 100 fathoms long, and a " water~liner 200 fathoms in length. The average
length of the seines used by the Dover fishermen is 75 fathoms, and the average vaJue $50. We are
told by Mr. Samuel Wyatt that the large seines used at Bowers' Beach are 150 fathoms in length, 100
meshes deep, the mesh being 2 inches in length, and that they cost about $150 each. For the man
agement of these a crew of seven men is required. A smaller net is used in the trout fisheryl
averaging about 50 fathoms in length, and costing from e50 to (160; these have a crew of four
men. At Milford the laJ."ge seines average 100 fathoms in length. There are, however, here, fifty
small seines, averaging 30 fathoms in 1ength, and requiring from two to four men to handle them.
Many of these are of the kind known as" wade-seines," and are owned cbie1ly by the farmers who
use them to procure 80 supply of fish for themselves, selling any surplns they may obtain. The
trout-fishermen of Milton, however, we are told by Mr. JameB D. Morris, of that place, rarely use So

net larger than 60 fathoms in length, 100 meshes deep, the mesh being 2 inche.s r wbile the 8ID.all
seines are 25 fathoms long, 80 meshes deep, and cost $20, and the larger oneB are valued at
$60. The swiftneBll of the current at the lower end of Slaughter Beach, near the mouth of Broad
kiln Creek, where the men from Milton carry on their fisheries, preventiS them from using 80

large a seine as is employed by the fishermen farther np the bay. The largest haul-seines used at
Lewes, according to Mr. J. A. Marsh, a fisherman of that port, are 65 fathoms long, 100 meshes
deep, the mesh being 2 inches in length. The average value of these nets is 840, the small nets
varying in length from 20 to 3ll fathom!3, and are worth about $40 each.

Gill-nets are used for the capture of tront along the shores of Delaware Bay, though very
much less so than drag-seines. Mr. Tomlinson tells us that the Dover fishermen have (stake) gill
nets for tbe capture of tront, pike, mullet, catfish, perch, and rock. These nets are 25 fathoms

long, on the average, about 6 feet deep, the mesh varying in size from 2~ to 3 inches. At Lewes,
gill-nets are used quite extensively during the first weeks of the tront fishery. These are the same
kind as those employed for the capture of spot, being from 13 to 20 fathoms in length (mostly 15 or
16 fathoms long), 15 to 40 meshes deep, the mesh measuring 2~ inches. A more detailed descrip"
tion of these gill-nets is given in the chapter on the spot fishery.

It has been stated that trout are only taken incidentally south of Cape Henlopeu; principally
in gill-netoS. These nets, which are used chiefly for the capture of perch, blueflsh, menhaden, spot,
and other species, are from 15 to 40 fathoms long, about 4 feet deep, and usually B mesh of 3 inches.
The hand-linea nsed in Delaware Bay for the capture of trout are exceedingly simple in CODstruC

tion. A BIDlolll sinker of 2 to 4 ounces in weight is fa·stened to the end of 80 small line of suitable
lellgth; above the sinker are attached to the main line, at distances varying from 8 to 10 inches

apart, two or three gangings about a foot in length; fastened to their outer ends are small-sized
hooks Bimilar to those ulred for catching mackerel.

METHODS OF FISHING.-The appeaTanoo of the trout is the signal for the aeeem.bling of the
fishermen at the difi'erent fishing-statioDs to engage in the capture of this species of flsh.. This
fishery, beginning, as bas been mentioned, about the first of May. is actively prosecnteduntil the
end of June, and in some localities oontllU68 until August. It has been stated tha.t froID four to
.seven men are required to manage a large seine. When the seine is to be Bet oneot :.these men
stands on the shore holding the end of a rope-the "shore-line"-which is attached to the end of
the net that is first thrown overboard. The remainder of the, oreWIO out in tbe~with the
seine to a distance equal to the len~b of the line, which may vary from 50 00'100 fathoms. They
tlum t:let thctieine in OJ eemicirele, working down atreamandgradnallykeepi11g' fhrther&JV&Y rrom
the land. By this means the endoC the seine :farthest down stream is gradually· reached. FJ:om
this lower eDd a rope is rnnaahore and then the men land on the beach, dtvidiiig themsei'Ve8jnto

.." " ":." ......
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two glWgS, I&Wh hauling on a line until the seine is drawn to the shore and the th;h are landed.

The smaller-sized neU! are set in a similar manner, thongh fewer men, of course, are required tD

handle them. The small "wade-seines" are usually set by a single rna,n (sometimes by two), who
wades out from the shore to a depth of three to five feet. and plaees the Det ill It semiciI'Ch~ arOUlld
the place where he supposes the fish to be, and then returning to the beacb 1 draws the net to the
shore, securing such fish 88 may have been encircled -by it. As a rule1 the fishermen set, their appa·

ratllB by guess, rarely, if ever, seeing the fip,h in the water before putting out t.heir seines. This h~

etIpeciaJIy the caae1 perhaps, with those who llBe wade-seines, since they can be employed to a.d~

vantage only when the water is turbid or after nightfalL Aooording to Mr..James Lowry, of

Milford, many of the farmers of that town who own seines go out in the evening, after finishir.g

their work on the farm, and make l:l set with a wade·seine for the purpose of cawhing a supply

of:fish for themselves; thonn-h, in the event of their obtaining any more than they need for their own

use, they usually sell them either to their neighbors or to parties who come from a more remote
distance to supply theIDsel.es with this fish, The method of handling the seine aU along the shores
of Delaware Bay is ess6ntiaJly the same, thougb, owing to the strong current in some localities,

the fishermen are obliged to use shorter Dets than are employed at other places. Captain I·'owler
says that at Lewes three or four men compose a seine~gang, and usually these at the same time
have both seines and gill.nets, working with the former during the day or whell eircumstances
are favorBble1 and setting the gill·neu. at night. In tbe vicinity of Kitt's Hammock the nets
are '~8tBked out," but farther down the bay, at Lewes especially, where gill-nets are principally
employed during the first weeks of the trout fishery, they are set in a peculiar manuel', which will

be fully described under the head of the spot fisher;y. According to Mr. William T. Gra,y, of

Blackstone, a common way of setting gill.nets for trout, and other species in Indian Riyer is to fasten
their ends to stakes, which are driven in the muddy bottom of the river., '1'he nets are separated
trom each other 15 to 20 fathoms, a.nd are placed longitudinally to the stream. They arc over·
hauled each morning. In fishing for trout with hook and line the fishermen usuaU~' anchor their

boats on BOme favorite 6pot in the bay; and, having baited their hooks with soft crabs, which are

very a.ttractive to these fish, they lower the lines to the bottom, and, if the trout are at, all
abundant, it is but a. little while before the fish begin to bite re.pidly, and of conrse are quickl:y

pnlled in.
At Kitt's Hammock, Bowers' Beach, and contiguous fishing alatioDs the large seines are put

away after the last of June, though the smaller nets are occasionall:r used for the capture of tront,
but at that season most of the fishermen are at work at other employment.s and there jH but little

systematic fishing done.
Mr, J. A. Marsh.aJ.l, of Lewe~ says that the trout fishery begins there about tht~ first of May,

being carried on with gill.nets for nearly a month. At the beginning of .Jnne, and Itlornetimes

8OOner, the fishermen commence hauling t.ront with sein€s, carrJillg Oll their operations principall.y
during the night, though more or less fish are taken ill the daytime, espe-eially if the water is
muddy or turbid. The principal part of the fishing if; over hy the beginlljn~ of .Tuly, though
OCcaslo.nally hauls are made with the seines until Augnst, at which time thlC' spot- :fi~hery begins,
and trontBre rarely taken th&eaftel'. Large numbers of trout- were caught ill the pound which

W&f:l built at Lewes in 1873-'74 but as Ii rule the fish were either let oot or else thrown away after. . . J

the 80Unde 01' air·bladders had been removed.
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4. DISPOSITION OF THE CATCH.

At the beginning of the trout season man:y of the farmers from the interior ot tIle State,

residing in some cases a distance of 30 or 40 miles from the nearest fishing stations, drive to the
villages nearest, the shore;{ of Delaware Ba;y, and frequentl~· cveu to tbe beaches where .fishing
is bcillg 0<lrried on. Here they remain until they are able to pnrchnse a SUIJP]y of trout, wbich
they buy fmslt as the .fish are taken ,alive from the water. Having obwined a suttici(l1]t amount
for their purposes at least for the dn;y, the;r proceed to dress Hnd salt them. In doing this they

cut off the heads and tails; tIle viscera and air-bladders ure r{'~oved. and the :fish arc then split,

wa-shcd, and salted.
It is estimated by Mr.l\I. S. Van Burkalow, of Magnolia., who is interested ill t.he fisheries and

i~ all extensi\'c buyer of trout sounds or air-bladders, tlJat three-fourths of a pound of dried soundH
may be obtained from a bushel of trout, and as sounds sell at a price ranging from 7rJ cents to $1

(ler pound, it is evident that the cost of the fish to the farmer is merely nominal, since he mrcly
pays more than 50 cents a bushel for the fish.

Having secured enough fish to last through the year, the farmer packs them on his cart and

hauls them away to bis home. In addition to the trout that are sold in tbemannerabove described,
many are disposed of to peddlers who resort to tile :fishing·stations to pnrchase their supplies,
which they bawk about through the villages and adjacent fa.rruing districts.

1\lr. Samuel Wyatt, of Bowers' Beach, says: II In the spring the fishermen sell their catch of
trout:, to farmers from the interior tOWlJS, who, ufter bu;ying tbeir fish, dress and salt t!lem for their
OWH USf'. There are also twelve peddlers who buy trout and hawk t.hem about tile villages and

farming tlilO.tricts. The average price for wlJicil the fish a.re sold is 40 cents pel" bushel."
It is estimated by fI, number of the most iIltelligent observers at the fisbing stations that about

thrce·foortIls of the catch of trout is sold in a freSh condition to tbe farmers, and it is said that
this species of fish constitutes an important part of the food supply of the rural population of
Dehtwaro. A comparatively small amount of trout is shipped to Philadelphia and other large
towns, and fI. considerable percentage of the fIsh which are not sold in a. fresh condition to the
farmers and peddlers a:re salted by the fishermen and retailed to the country trade during- tbe faU
and winter. According to Mr. Tomlinson, 60 per cent; of the trout taken by the Dover fishermen
lue salted and disposed of in this manner at prices averaging'6 per barrel. Those that are sent
away are generally Ilaoked in boxes with ice. In some of the larger villages ice is put np in winter
if any can be obtained. At Milford, Mr. J. Lowry has two icc-honses, with a capacity of 1t (){)O tOllS

each. III 1879 30 tons were sold to fishermen and fish peddlers, but in 1880 no ice was obtained.
Mr. Van Burkalow aays nine·tenths of the trout are sold to farmers and peddlers, mostly in a

fresh condition, and one·tentb shipped to Philadelphia.

Mr. J. A. Marshall, of Lewcs, estimates tbe catch of trout by the fishermen of that place at
250,000 pounds for 1880. Of this amonnt, he says three-fourths are sold fresh to peddlers and
farmers, and one·fQurlh salted by the fishermen, being afterwards sold to residents of the interior
towns.

Be also tfllls us that the men employed on the railroad at Lewes buy a good ma.ny fish, which

they sell at the towns along t.he route. The price received for the fish is ""ariously 8tatOO. to be

from 25 to 60 cents a bushel for those which are sold in a. ''lump'' to farmers; but for Buch 808 are
retailed by the fishermen themselves in the villages near the flshing gronnds, the prioeJsf'i:equently
4 or 5 oents a pound.
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As a rule, large seines are owned by the mercbants of t1lfj dift'erent townf; and by tbe wealths
farmer!:'., but in some cases belong to tlLe captains Qf tbe jh,hing g"angs. 'the creWf; are gh1JlJlt~d

to llia,uuge these seinell and reecj"e a. ccrtaiu "hare of the profits, wbicb vary considerahly jn tlw

lliftereut localities, and also with the size of the "cine. MI'. Yau Burkalow tells 1l~ tl.H1t tlJe large!!l

seines used at KitUs Hammock alld Bowerl:J' Bead.! draw 40 per cent. of the groi'is pract'eds. Acconl
iug to Messrs. Samud Bethards and J. VV. Sjllln;y, of Fredcrica, one-half ()f the proceeds of the eateh
goes to the bQat, seine, and captain of the F.l'inc gang, while the remainder is di\'itJel1 HlLIong' Uw rl'$t.
of the rneu, Who, from the Ul1lOUUt tuns rec:~jn'd, IIl'ovide thl'·nj.'$~IYe$with food. TIle :.tser<lge share
of a man engaged in scinc-fishiug for trout for the j()ur wl'e-k~ betWeen the- midllk of May aud tlH~

15th of June is $32. The average stock of one of the lal'gt' seines at. Kit.t'i'i il alllll)ock find Bowcl'o;'

Reaei'l, during tlie trout season, is about $5-(0) accordillg to Mr. Va,Ii Uurka.low; thOflf{h W(' ar.:> tulr.l

hy Mr. Wyatt, who is engaged ill fisLtillg wit.h a seine at. Bo,,-crs' Beach, tlmt tile avcragt' l:-ltock or It

seiuc is $800, of wbicb the net draws two~fiftbs, and the remainder is divided among the l',aplain

llDd crew, who "iltH] " tbeillfleh"(>s. There is Ul>-uaJJ.y DO 1'1l1e for the djyisi(~D of t.1w cateh of tlJl.'

smaller nets, l>ince tile meu fisbing with them share the proceedR eqllall~', thongh ill 1:1I08t C;H;.CS ;l

ceTta-in percentage is paid for tile use of the nct.. At Milton the F.eillC draws all equal Shal'l' with
tbe meu; that is, if there is a crew of four meD) the u8tml lJumber fi8lLing witll a- Ilct, thl~ mnll'1'
of the hl.tter, who is usually the ca,ptain of tIle gang, re(~eives for its lIse oue-fifth of thc jll·OCCl'l},.;

of the cawh. Mr. A. Hill, I'I.t :Milford Neck, informs us tuat tbe fishermen ranll)" make mort,thall

$18 in the four weeks during which the~' are empluyell in b'out fil>lJillg, and thinks they haH' 1101
exceeded that for the past ron years. '£Ilis est.imate, howm-cr, is s{) much smaller thau that, of the
men actuaU,- (lmployed in the fisheries that it it> alwgether probable it is far below the ootDal fact.s.

2.-THE SPOT FISHERY.

The second sea. fishcry in importance in Delaware il:'l that for the captnrc of spot (lAos/alnUs

;t'Q,fl,thtWUIJ). which a.re found along the cntire coast·1ille froUl Ihn-l.'l' to the southern limit of the

State, tbough in some localities they are rare1y tahu. .J11'. Vall ]~llrkalo1F, of MagllOlia,

stamg that SlJot bave occasionaHy heell caught as big}) up Dl'1awnl'l' Max as Kitt'l'l ITmIJlllod;;:,
though never do they appear there ill abundaLlce, nor are they fuund at, all l,lcllty anywLere
in the water$ bordering tIle bay shore above SJalJghter J~caeh. The fi",hcrlllen ot .:'Iiilford,

Milton, and Lewes eDgage in this fishery to a considerable (·xt.ellt fWIIl the first of AUgURl,

until the last of September, and, ill some iustances, we ure aS~llretl that smal1llUmbCfS of this GRIt
have been caught at Lewes even aslllte a>:: tbe 10th of November. Farther south tbe spot, arc, HS

a rule, taken incidentally ill the apparatus which il'l tmt in tho$(' waters for oHler sj)ccil.':'<, All
exceptioD, however, may be mnde of the flpnt fishery of (tceun View, Which, next 1'0 I,ewes and

Milton, bas the largest catch of any town in the State, This placl' is favorably sittllltf'd for tll£'

capture of this fish, wbic~ appears to be quite abUIldant from Jnl;r to November ill the lowt:r parI
of Indian River. Though no systematic fishing is carried on at this fieaSOIl, tlH'fC arf' Rti1l a 111111l

'her of men who go out with hanl.seines once or twice a weekJ and nearl)' all the residellh of the

town :lind time for blore 01' less ftSUiIl g.
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1, THE FISHING GROUNDS.

It has already been stat-ed that spot occur in greater or less numbers along the Dela.ware coast
from Kitl}~ Hamllloek to the RoutLeru limit of the State, but the fishing grounds proper for this
species may he coufiu'?d to narrower limi tl'l. ShlliglJ t,er B,;l1ch, the beach at Lewes, the waters of
Rehohoth Bay, Illdhm l~iver and Bay, and th€ Isltl of Wight Ba.y, may be said to consbtnte the
fishing grotlmls where spot are taken by the resirlent~ of Delaware, though it may be here men

tioned that the fishermen living iu the southern part of the State sOlllfltimes go farther south, to

Sillnepuxent Bay, 01' e\'eu, perhaps, to Assateague Bay. 'fhe fishing grounds north of Cape Hen
lopen lmve already been described in the discussion of the trout fishery, It needs, therefore,
oulS to add here that soutlJ of Cape Hlmlopell the Delaware coast is composed of low, narrow,
sandy beaches, wl1ich iuclose the shoal-water of tlw lagoon-like bays, the names of which have

alread,Y been given. But little fi..hing is doue ill UeholJoth Bay, though it is the largest in the
State, bcing about 4 miles in the direction of the shore-line, and ha,ving an average width of 3
miles. Just south of Uehoboth Bay, however, ftlld cOlJnected with it b,)' a channel, is Indian River
Ba.y, which is 6 miles long, eal:'lt and west, and has an average breadth of 1 mile. .A narrow inlet,
having a depth of 6 or 7 feet, connects these sheets of water with t,ile Atlantic, and through this

opening lnrge quantities of anadromons fishes and a somewhat smaller number of Bea fish annually
pass to and from the shelter of the bays.

2. THE FISHERMEN.

The fishermen who engage in the capture of spot are generally the flame men who have becll

employed in the trout fishery in the spring, tlJough the nuwberll are perhaps less. In the vicinity

ot" Lewes amI Milton a considerable portion of the men are P1'ot~ssiQnal fishermen, This is espec
iaUy the case at Lewes, whilo at Miltou, we am told by .Mr. J, D. Morris, that of the forty men
engaged more or less regularly in catching spot at Slaughter Beachone-half of them are farmers, who

fish onl,)oT for their own use, a.s a rule, selling any surplus they may obtain, while the remainder of the
Illen fish rather irregularly, beiug employed alternately in fishing and otber pursuits. The summer
fishermen, south of Cape Henlopen, Me usually !3emi-professional, 01' farmers, the latter :fishing, as a

general thing, only to obtain a supply for tbeir own tables, while the former carry on their work in a·
i>omewhat erratic manner, engaging ill fishing once or twice a week, or perhaps for one or two
weeks in succession, a,ud then ooing occupied the remainder of their time in other employments.
According to Mr, William J. Parkhurst., of Dagsoorough, all of the fishermen of that place engage
in fishing at " odd jobs" during the summer, catching trout, spot, and other les8 common apeciefl l

which they peddle through the towns in the immediate vicinity. We are told by Mr. H. H. Hick
mUD, of Roxanna, that many of the farmers of that town own small" wade-seines," and that when
ever they have time in the Bummer the;y go down to Indian River and caroh BomB fish for their own
use. If, however, they socceed in getting more than they need for themselves they load the sor
plus 00 a team aud peddle it through the I'ural districts. Although there is a considembleqaan
tity of fish taken in this ma.nner by the twenty-eight men from Roxanna, who are thus occasionally

cmplo;red, nevertbeless they can hardly be cOllsidered as fisbermen in the strict sense of the term,
especially spot fishermen, since we are told that the latter I'!pooies is not taken by them in large
quantities, but rather incidentally with other fish in gill-nets and wade-seines. 'J:hti same may be
Baid of spot "fishing at Williamsville, in the lower part of the State; a few are taken during the
summer b.y the fishermen who follow .QiU-nf'ttil'lg, ann wbo are genera.Uy such men Mdepend
wholly on fi~hing,
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Tli.G !toA.Ts.,-'J'hc,l boat,,> USN} it! th~ Sjl(,t fishery arc e!Ulclltin:lly tllC fiatm_' as tlw"e m;ml in the
tront .amI other fislu"l'ir.m of thQ St:.l.te) living almost 1\'llOlly of Hw »at·h<luO[u{~,c:1 "lwfjlie putiem,
-varying jn j"ngth from 12 to 20 f&,t~ afid a.}J'WJ:1.f. witho\lt I.'St'{'ptibll }ll'OIWUI'U by oars )lhme. Tk'!>;)
boats are siml~le in eoull:truc,ti(\[l, <!.[\d <11'" mmalls huilt bS IlH' ttsht'l'lll('ll tht>ltH;t!l-V,'_" at, Httl\' l'U\'.t.

SEINES A.ND "NRt'S.- 'Wade'&eincs, varYl1Ig' in l<:ugth fn_Hl1 1H t(. 2:) f"t1wms~ RtB IH;cd by tiw
fal'mer-fisllcn::nen of Milford for t1l\~ IJlll,{ure of i"o}1<lt. 'Ih~ htilll,o.;l'itlt:s 1l1't'J Itt 1lIilbl..IImmgh, ll11d
in -wllidl SPQt ar" talmll ill COlUl;',I)tlon witll V~lJ-jl)n" (!1iwr ldlld;;. of fi~ll, r-flJlg" ill hmg'tL ftNh 4-;3

to 75 fatho0l61 a.re 12 feet doecp hl. tbe bunt alid oS r~p,t deep at the wingE, uu{l haY~ a :?:Hue].l ID\,f.U,

'.I'b~ ~"l'rag{o length i6 ~lmnt 50 fut,lHjrn'~f 3lHl the av~rage "due <If nd., ill lI&t"-l.J,;1ikUdl'd lJS )_lr,
G. W. Johnson, of :Mmsborim~h~bout$30 eMb. The lurgN,t :scjn~1; used llt OceaT~ VjtlW for thi~

capt,u)'~ {If 8}mt and uthel' fish ~ from W to 50 fat}iOl)lS in hmgtb, wbil,~ the W1HlIL\'.t~ine",~\N~ fnml

15 W 20 fa.thoma lUOK. 5: feet d('~f1~ and 2-ill~,11 m~-!:\l~. '1'lIt" [[ etl> I1I;:l'tl for the (',uptm'(' Qf l;!l',l(. at
S1&hghte1.' Btl1<;h b;l' the Milton thshenncu average 15 fa.thonliS in leq~th aild 50 me~hes d(~(~p, tl,«:

mesh b6ing 2! incb;:;s atretch-roe.a-8l1l'e. "'., woo tt>Jd by ,Mr. J, A. Man;llaU~ of JoH......." tbat durhlg
tlle Bea1:illU ill whieh the fhdJery j;.; muried Oil; therB aN.' il) llM'I at tbe B~adl 250 gilJ·})\~ts. 1'1,eJ.;c-;

as a ru1(\ aoo "OQut 15 or 16 ftttlwIUR lOllg when lJllJlg~ t{Jollgl( a [e,w of UW.ill an' 20 fathoHl8
long. Thl;; ueptb v:uws ffOID 3fS. to NJ ljl~lwij, Hw latter b-t~jl1g ~ ilwhcs. The <~"H'aw~ toot vi"
th~,!l:<:l i~ about $3.. MI'. C. T. IhtJ'tot!, (.f u",e8~ ~i[YS; ""l,Ve use whitt' Nm1hern pilw floM>;: OlJ t-h\

/spot gm.nets, the~ heing Illn.ced rj feet filmrt on the l~otl{·li(let tlle kad ~it)ken,;, wuich are ~lt

taoLed to the foot of the nets, aT"el'a~C 1 omWb in weigut, and lU't' pla.eed 10 iocbet-> apllrt?' The
"Pot fishermen u~c tWD nets at a time, but tbes tnmaJly h<1Y('o foul' lids l)}' nWH:' (jUrillg a N_ert&}ll, u,(i.

oue I' fte,et" of two n~w: will 1a:l:lt Ot'l;y abnttt, a month,

The nets are injnred l7ery muc-h at Lewc:> hr crRb" during tu(> mootl( of Aug:u/o;t. Tht'se CW>=.

taooan8; knlJWIl locally lill the "cushion (',mlMt ,U:'L~ 'Very abundant n,t t,hat S€~Mm, lwd fr~qUt'lld:r

hecome 50 oodl:\' cntangl00 in tbe fille twine Qf which tlJU lid:", ~tre l~OmllQ8ed that tlH~ laH{~r .'n'r.

ofwn badly dllWagt'd "lId klrn ill til(; (ll'ooe81H>frcrw::>\flng 11m \:raoo. Til£'- fi~bf-l'lll\}1J of l~hU'Ji"t~Jl)l'

UAA gm-lleUil rallgi.ng from 15 to 40 f-atboms itt length, 01 l«et d('-ep, and ft lJH$h <If ~~ iw;hes, Vari

OU8 SIKWic8 of fish a,oo taken in these, among w1tlc-h is tbe sJlGt. The gilI·lH"t8 in u"e. ate 'i\'Hliaw.'i
ville fot' the capture of the various species of fish taken in tlm.!, locality, amf>llg '~'hjdl a l'-))Jil-ll

quantity of 6POt are found, a.m 25 fathoms joug, fn>U). :3 tt' (; feet de"'h l\lld h;\."I', a ml\.-;h n,ryillg
front 3 ro 6 ]1)cJ:t,{IOlj o.1l1,y tb\'l Silla.Ucf-m""wt',d net~ are. Med ill l!uwnwx, pritwipalI...' for {hI.' e:.ptu,n"
uf mtlUlilt and spat.

l'>f1i:THOl>13 011' PIIUltNa-,-'tb:e method!!. Qf naIling witli. gill·U(·tlol ibr "'pot at Lew\,s am1 15lallghtl'oT

BMc~ 'f miles fartheI' up the Delawm::e Bay, &1"1:; qUlflJ llO\'l'L awl il-O fu1' lIS Wtl h:IW, lWNl ablt.' (q

lelUn a.re ntl" practi~d ill auy IlthtlI' PJ,1,i't. of tlJ~ Ullitv.(l St:},!,,!;. At Shtught"t' l1eaclt ",t(J'ke" an'
driven into th8 muddy oott.olli of the hay Ill; a distallce (tf al:uJUt 0:. tv 70 san'!l!! fn~m Jow,'m\\,N'

ma1'k; Iih~ atak~ b<'.ljng Ioug t:uough oY) that to",,}}' tops are ~hovc wain e'-Yf!ll &\t- higlJ t·j\II" Tn

tho Upp0l' end of ~h .8~,k~ is fa;:;tetled ~ /'lingle. blr..d-;: th:rt>\lgh y,hl('.h 11:\ 1'(}\'(! a litw, ttw t'n<b of

the latter OOlllg bent tllg{',tb~ lMl tbM it will Hot llI\t';'.eY~, \VIIVtl thl~ fi.shermuiJ de"'irC8 W set Iii/-:

net he bends oue end Qf this Hne to the outer eud 0-1' t1.\~ apJlRmtuK amI th(1 tIther L---nd of th" rl)p~~

itt made fast to the opposite end of tb() lIf3t. Iiy puDing on t}J1, ropr, {he llt't i" hi) Hl<>d (lUt from tll(~

sbOl'l,'> into the water until it reoohes the !It,ak€', awl the ljlll~ now b(dng IltflllNl ,tnnt ana fRstmwd

the net rema.lnfl: IW-cun Itltll ,$t;ra.igbt ill i1$ propel' jJ1aCl.',. WI_H'_O tile fisIH'1'HW1J ,It',''-iyt'l'> to take the.
~t Q8 ahore ht'l simply slackens away <In one part ill t,be l'ope amI Mul", in 1)11 Uu.; \Jtlle:r-, t-hu<o
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dragging the net to the beach and with it whatever fish may ha\'e been caught in its meshes. As
soon as one net is taken in another is hauled out to take its place, unless, indeed, owing to the
presence of llayHght or other causes, it should not be necessary to continue fishing any longer.
The same re!';ult is arrived. at in a different maq,ner by the fh;hermen at Lewes, who make use of
an anchor instead of a stake for fastening their block to, but who baul their nets to and from
the beach in precisely the same manner as here described. According to Mr. Morris, of }lilton,
the men fishing at Slaughter Beach with gill·nets join together in gangs of two for mutual help.
When fish are abulldant one of the meri spends a considerable portion of his time in peddling the
cateh, which he carries in a. wagon to the rural districts and villages, while t1l.e other man stays at
the beach to prosecute the fishery, which he carries on night and day if circuill.atances are favor·
able, thollg-h, generall.r speaking, but little is done in the daytime. The nets are set on the fa.ll of
the tide, being put out three times before low water, on an a verage, but if .tl8h are plentiful theS
are sometimes set as many as foul' times; if a scarcity of fish prevails, not more than once. The
spot during its season is the principal fish taken, though at the same time bluefish. perch, and
several other varieties of fiBh are c.anght, but usnally in small quantities. At Lewes the fulhermen
generally form themselves into parties of four or five for mutual assistance. During the night
they will go book and forth along the beach, from station to 8tation, hauling in regular rotation the
nets of each one of their number. When the net at one station bas been drawn aghore, another
set in its place, and tbe fish removed from the first and cared for, the men then move on a sbort
distance to the next fishing berth, where the operation is repeated. When there i!5 good fishing, and
it is possible to do so, the nets are hanled every half hour or tbereabouts. It frequentl;)' happens,
however, daring the month of .August, that large numbers of crabs get entangled in the meshes

of the nets, compelling the fishermen to apend hours in cl6lU'ing these crustaceans from the fine
twine, which is often much injured during the operations.

According to .Mr. O. T. Bllrton, the best results are obtained immediately after easwrlywinds,
which usually disturb the water sufficiently to make it thick and turbid with mud and sand; when
it is in this condition the fish can be more easily captured than at other tiilles. The fil:>hory with gill
Ilets is carried on even when there is a strong wind fUld considera,ble surf on the beach. The nets
are set chiefly at night.; the first of the ebb tide being a favorable time for putting them out.
The fishermen, baving no campa or shelter of any acconnt on the b~aeh,When not busy in hauling
and setting their apparatns, generally build a. fire on the saud and lie down beside it. When the
tides are not favorable for fishing or when the fish are scarce, the .fishermen sleep by their fires,

awakening whenever the proper time arrives for prosooutingtheir labors to advantage. Each mall
is provided with two nets for the "fleet," ODe of which is set in the water while the other remains
on the shore to take its place at the proper time.

Some seven or eight of the Lewes ftehermen, after spending the night indshing for spot on
the beach, freqnently go to the breakwater and other parte of the bay where they catch blookfulb,
8heepshead~ trout, and occasionally blaefiBb, with hook and line. For tbe8tl fish they mmally
obtain a high price. South of Ca.pe Henlopetl the common method of 86ttiD~gill-neufor spot and
other species of fish 18 to "stake them out"; that is, to fasten them between stakes which ha.~ been
driven into the muddy bottom of the bays and rivers. The oets are usually separated 15 to 25

. .

fa.thoms from each other, and a.re det paranel to the counle of the strea.m oreurrent.They are
overbauled each morning and the fish removed, though they may be left for days or lteekS'together
to continue llehing. Excepting a.t Lewes and Slaughter Beach this style of setting·gill-n.eta 18
quite general througbont the lower part of Delaware, ftomDQver down to FoowiCk~ l6laDd.
Nearly the same result bas been obtained, 80 far a8 fa-etening the oetis con~rned,byt.tW:metbod
adopted by the spot fishermen, thOD~b the details of bandling the net dUfer very :r.~Ji., ..
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The method of setting the haul-seines in Indiau River and Bay is as follows: 'rhe cuu of the
first line, the '"land rope," is left with one man on the sbore and run out its elltire length by the
men in the boll:t, two of whom pull away with the oars, the other one paying awa~- 011 tbe rope1

which i8 from 150 to 200 fathoms. in length. After the liue is out tbe seine is set in a semieircle up
Or down the stream or ba~ as the tide bappen-6 to .tun; the last ellu of tIw seine being always
carried out somewhat farthe<1" from the land than tho end first Bet. The liet being out, the" water

line" IS then run to the shore and the men djvide ti.lemselves up, two puIlhJg away on the "land
rope" and two on the" water-line." After the ends of the seine have been drawn to tbe sho1'e1 two
men take hold of the lead-line and two others pull in 011 th(~ cork"rope. 'rbe liet is tben gathered
in sloWly, the foot-rope being hauled iJJ mOTe mpid1.r than t.he cork-line; hence wuen it reat~ht'J:';

the dry beach the fi6h are finall:.' turned out on the I:!and. The fish are rare1~' if ever Heell before
the seine is set, the fishermen putting tlleir apparatus where tJwy think the best results may be
obtained. The wade-seinei; are set iu precisely the same manner as haEg been deseribed ill the
notes on the trout fishery.

4. DISPOSITION OF THE GATCH.

The fishermen of Milford occasionally t-a-ke the .lipl>t, principaJly for their own use, but wlHm

a. larger quantity than the;" need is caught they peddle them through the villages and rural dis
tricts in their immediate '\'icinity. The fi8hermen of Milton, who evgage l'egnlarly in the spot fisb.
erYl as has been stat~d in another paragraph, form themlilelves into galigs of two each, oue of
these men making a specialty of peddling the fish which are caught by bis partner. In this way
two-tbims of the fish taken are sold in a fresh cO!ldition, while one-third is salted. According to Mr.
Morris, the average price of the fresh fish at Milton ia two centl'l per pmnd, while those which are
salted bring $10 peor barrel. An of the latt~r are sold tv the country trade. It tH,lws ahout
600 of the8~ fish to make a balTel "When tbeyare salted. They are dressed in much the same
manner &8 our common mackerel, being first split and then Basked in wa.ter for a considerable
length of time until all the blood is removoo, after which they are salted. At Lewes, Mr. Burton
tells U$, the :fishermen take their catch to the villa-ge in the morning and p~ddle the fish_ out during
the tlaJ'1 selling as many of the fresh ones as t-hey ~n. When th~y get a surplus Mltl cannot lM'.1J
them fresh, the fish are salted down. Mr. Marshall, of Lewes, estimates that one-third of tho catch
at tha.t place is shipped in a fresh condition to New York and Philadelphia, ono·sixth sold fresh
at Lewes and adjacent toWDS, and one·half salted and sold to the ootllltrS trade. He gives the
average price aaeight cent.£! per pound. The spot which are taken iu the towns south of Cape
Hemlopen are either coDsomed by thOlW wlw take tbem 01' are 1>oId to the residents of the region
near which they are caught. A small qnantity are sold to the summer residents at lWhoboth
Beech. The chie.f part of thOl3e which are peddled are disposed of in a fresh condition, but most
fi&hern]~n a;nd fat"m~ salt down a qoantitY8ufficient for their OWli use, Which may var;y frow one

and one·half to three or tour balTels.

5. FINANOIAlJ PROFITS .AND LAY.

The tlnancialproJit8 of the fisher-men engaged in the spot fishery are difficult to determine,
siuee .theoa.p.ture of the different speeiea is 50 interwoven with ~a<:h other that no reliable or accll

rate data COUld be obt&ined. We are told by Mr. Marshall that the average yearly stocl:- of tbe
P1'Ofes8ionaJftslt6rmenat Lewes is about .175, and that of a !Uno fi8hing at "odd jobs" would aver
agea})oo"ttoo. It i8 .{l'&U&p8 sat'eta Bay that QDe-half Qr oM-third of this a.mount would be earned
il).the-sPQt '6shery. As the ftliIbermtlnOWD tbt>,ir nets, that is, those who 118e only !!ilI-nets in
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this fishery, they~ of oourse, recei'Vl? all the money owhich tlleir fish may bring; therefore there would

be no ~'llty" in the matter. Those, IlOwever, who employ seines, as some of the men do in Indian

River and Bay, go on a lay something similar to those who engage in the trout fisher;y. In this

case the seines are generally owned by merr:hants or by ODe of the fishermen, and the owner
rMeives one·flfth of the proceeds for its use.

S.-THE ROCK AND PERCH FISHERY.

1. GENERAL REVIEW.

The fisheIJ' for rock and perch in Dela.ware, between Dover a.nd the southern limit of the

State, thongh unimportant in comparison with the great commercial fisheries of the other sectiollA
of the oountr:\\ is, nevertheless, one of considerable consequence to the residents of this region,
since this fishery if;! carried on almost wholly in th£l winter season, when tile men who engage ill it

would otherwise be unemployed.

In former times, both rock and percb were much more abundant than at present; and above
all, the fishermen, while ngreeing in a g~nerall!tatement as t{1 the abundance of flah in other days,
look forward to the future with considerable apprehension, predicting a aWl greater decrease in

the number of the fish than has already takem place.

Mr. G. W. JOhIlSOD, of Millsborough, S&,}'s that ahoat 1840 the fishermen used to haul large

quantities of rock and perch in their drag·seines, frequently gettiug more than they could possibly

find sale for. In snch cases pens were built of pine logs on the banks of the river, in whkh tIle
fish were kept alive nntil the~' could be sold. When a purchaser could be founu, the fisb. were
\11spol;1oo of for any 1)]'100 tbat emJ.ld be Obtained. He also l>ay~ that, aoout the year 1860, be hM

seen 7",000 pounds of these fish taken at one IJaul of the seine, the net being of the same size as

those now in ase by the fishermen at Indian River. The average winter's catch for a gang of four

weD, at that time, he thinks, wonld have been about 20,000 pounds.
Mr. E. W. Houston, also of Mil18borough~8tates that there has been a deeided decrease in the

ahundance of rock a.nd perch in Indian River. In the winter of 1868 ht-' knew of 11- catch of 201000

pounds of these fish being made in one day.

Mr. Johnson tells us that weirs were formerly used to Bome extent on Indian River, for several

years previous to 1873, but since that time there have been none built. These were made b~'

weaving oak splints through stakes, forming a I:!ort of basket-work wben completed; the stakes
w~re driven. into the mud, thus fmilling a weiT. Thmm weirs were. 'Placed in about 6 footof.w-a.ter at

their ourer ends, and the fish caught in tbem-among wbich perch and rock formed a considerable

part-were taken oat with a dip-net.

The catch of rockfish from Dover to Williams'Ville. in 18M, was 14-7,000 pounds, this llJllount
being pretty evenly divided between the "ection bordering Delaware Bay from Dover to CaPfl qell

lopen and that situated south of the cape between the latter ~lTld the boundary of tbe State. The

total catch of perch in this re¢on was 326,500 pounds, and of this quantity there was little dtlfer

ence in the catch between the two sections named above, there being, however, a few mOTe taken

sonth qf Cape Henlopen than north of it. With the exception of Dover, the catch of rook and
perch north of Cape Henlopen iii ro..ornpal'atively smnll, these fish beilJg talum illcidentall.Y in the

seine!! ",lid netR, which are also used principall,r for the capture of other species.



I~ISHEUIES OF SOUTHI£BN DELAWARE. 539

The season at which t.hese fish are most abundant is from November to J'Ila,y, thougu there

seems to be a considlOlrable difference in regard to this between Delaware Ba,y and the region Muth
of Cape Henlopeu.

We are told by Mr. Tomlinson, of Dover, tha.t rock and perch are taken ther(~ chi.efly ill the
S6a6on from the middle of November to the 20th of March, but only few perch are canght in the
early winter.

According to Mr. Houston, of Milisbol'Ongh, the season for rock and perch begins in Indian

River about the last of November and continues nntil the first of Maroh, at whicb time, or soon
after, berring "strike ill," and tne fisbermen turn their attention to their capture. He says that
rock and percb can be caught only during the most 8evere winter weather, at whicb time they move
in bodies up the rivers and creeks; and, ill consequence, the fishennen take them ill considerable
q nan titles-.

Mr. D. B. Wilson, of lI:1agnolia, says that perch come about the first of Novembl:lr and" school
up" the creeks as soon as the weather gets cold.

2. FISHINU GROUNDS AND FISHERMEN.

FISHING- GROUNDs.-The fishing grounds for rock and perch are along the shores of Delaware

Bas and the numerou.s lltreams emptyitlg into the same below Dov-er, the waters of Rehoboth Bay,
Indian River and Bay, and Isle of Wight Ba:y.

THE FlSHER:MEN.-Aa a rule, the majority of the .fishermen are semi-profel:lsional, melt who
are employed in agricultural pursuits during the gi-eater portion of the yf>.l\r, and who find time in

the winter season to engage in this fishery. Olle authority tells us that the tishel'lllen are nearl~'

aU farmers, who are engaged but ver,}' little ill fishing during the spring and summer, simpl~' to
obtain a supply for their own use, but in winter they are more steadily employed in catching rock
and peroh, and also herring in the early spring. Mr. D. B. Wilson, of Mngllolia, says that when
thete i8 a good prospect for catching flah the fanne,)'s go out on the river with their seines and net,B,

which they 8et as circumstances rna:,.' determine. At other times the~T are itll(\ or employed ill

working ou their farms.
Five professional fishermen from Lewes go to Rehoboth Beach in t,he winter anu fish ill Reho

both .Bay for rook and perch, a.8 well a~ eels, shipping the entire catch t,o New York.

3. APPARATUS AND METHODS OF FISHING.

BOAl's.-The ooatB-of the ordinary fiat-hottomed tYl/e-elnployt,d in tbe rock and pereb
fishery are the S3me as those which have been mentioned in th(, preceding chapters.

NETS .AND SElNEs.-The nets and seines in which rock and perch are taken haVing been fully

de8Cribed in the notes on the tiBheries for spot and trout; it Beews llnnecessary to repeat the

description here. It need onl;r be said that rock and perch are taken in the same apparatua that

is U800 for the capture of various species of tisb which frequent this region.
METHODS OF FHIHlNG.-The methods of set.ting and hauling the seine~ descrilloo ill tbe notes

on the trout and spot fisheries are essential):,.', in almost aU ca~s, the same at; are practiced ill

fishing for ruck and perch. There seems, however, to be sometimes a slight differenoo made when

the fish are found in narrow streams. In such cases the seine is stretched across the creek, from

bank to ba.nk, oDe end being somewhat farther up the river than the other; the ends of the net
a.m then fQ.$tened to stakes on the banks of the river, and the fishermen go up stream, "whip
ping the fish" down by splashing with oars, and using other me1l,Il8 of frightening them. \Vhen
t,lley havt'l .8ocooeded in driving the fl.!'b down Bgainst t,hc Reine the flnrl fltrth~t up f1trea-m is
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loosened from the stake and carried to the opposite bank, and what.ever fish have boon inclosed
are hauled to the suore.

Tbe almost iut'a.riable rule for sett,ing gill-nets has also been described in the notes on the
spot fishery. \Vlteu seUiug the sailJes it rarely, if ever, happens that the fishermen Bee the fish
schooling. Long experience has wnght them w)lere aDd when it will be most desirable to nse

their apparatus. Itfrequcntly happens, therefore, that theS make" water-banIs," but at the same

time they are liable to obtain a oollsiderable captnre.

4. DISPOSITION OF THE CATCH.

North of Cape Henlopeu a large percentage of the rock and perch taken are sold locally or
disposed of by peddlers, or by the fishermen themselves to the inhabitants of the interior t.owns;
the remainuer is shipped to Philadelphia and New York. In the region south of Oape Henlopeu,
however, the reverse is the case, a large percentage being shipped to t,be city markets. At Mills
borough, \Villialllsville, and some of the other towps, the catch mbought up by local dealers, who
pack the fish in boxeH, and llcnd them away by rail to their agents and commission merchants in
New Yorl, and Philauclphia.

Mr. E. 'W. llOUtOtOll, of Millsborough, in 1880, handled 2,000 (') pounds of rockfish, and 1,000

IIDunds of' perch ~ all of which be shipped hy rail.
Through the kindne88 of Mr. CUBtiS Burton, the railroad a,gent and express agent at Mills·

borough, we have been enabled to state the exact ~mount of fish sent from that station for the dir
fereut months, from December I, 1879, to December 1, 1880:

1=D~~~~:~~~~~_~- ~
i Dec.emLe.\ 1879 5,715
· ,Tanual')', l!lilO .. . .. ~...... 4,1]15

February,188O -_.. 4,llllI
Ma.reh. lSSO•.•...... _. _ - _.. G,7oo

.April, 1880 _" •... _..•• --." - .. ! 8, 03ll'

Octub"r.1880 'jl 115 II

· November, 16Sll _...•.•.~137

; Total _ , 37,007!
· ~

The first shipment in the fall of 1880 was made October 28. The fish thus sent to market are
l'Ock, perch, herring, and eels. From October to March they were nearly all rock and perch, and

ill 'March and April mostly berring. No f1biplllBntB of &0.)0' kind of fish are made from April to
October, as a rule. Sometimes the people send a Hmnlliot by express to their friends in tbe cities
and towns along the line of the railroad, but I10De go to the markets. The shipments in winter are
pretty equallJ' divided between Philadelphia. and New York, and a. smaller amount goes to Wil
mington and Chester.

4.-THE STUR.GEON FISHERY OF DELAWARE BAY.

1. STURGEONl!'ISHEnY AT BOWERS' BEAOH.

According to Mr. Samuel Wyatt, a rosidentof }3owers'Beach., there is Doooe:engaged
iutlshing for sturgeon from that place. There an", bo-wevli'1", during the rnonthof ApriltWelveol"
fifteen vessels, ranging frottf'10 to 20 tour; ('ncla, employed intbe s:tOrgeODfisheryinthatJOcaJity.
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Five of these vessels, he says, belong to Philadelphia, four to Chester, and two t{1 I'enn's Grove.
The hailing ports of the others are not known.

The sturgeon fishery oft' Bowers' Beach usuaH;y beginll about the 1st of April, and continnes
until May, after which the vessels moYc farther up HIe bay. Eneh ont~ of tbese 'IIt'I'18018 ea,rries a
crew of about six meu, who, as It I'ule, lj-.,-e on 'board of tbeir crafts, although some of them live ln
rough 'Cabins built on the shore. The :fishery is carried on wholly with gill·Jlots, '...·hieh aro set out
in the bay across the tide, and allowed to drift with the cnrrent up aud down the stream, a,s see-liB
most desirable.

The average catch, Mr. Wyatt thinks, is about 1,000 fish to a vessel for tlw month of ApriL
Theee are dressed, iced in boxes, and shipped in boats to Philadelphia, or 8ent across to Bayside,
in New Jersey, where they are shipped by rail to New York. The roe is prepared on the vessels.




