
PAR,T XI.

THE POUND-NET FISHERIES OF THE ATLANTIC STATES.
By FREDERIOK W. TRUE.

L Importance and location of the fls:heriEl8.
2. The fiaherlElB of Maine.
3. Tbe fisheries of Cape Ann.
4. Tmp fiBbing Oil the nort.h !lido of Cape Cod
5. 'l'rall fishing on the lOOuth side of Cape Cod Ami in

Vineyard 8mmd and vicinity.
5. Statistic., of the pound-net t1eherie@ of Mll8!IUchu­

BettIl.

7. The fisheri6l'l of Rbooe Island.
8. The fi.,hflries afConnooticnt.
R The fi!lbmjae <U New York.

10. The fulheriM of New JeI'll6Y and of Ddll.waW
Bay.

11. The fi!llheries of Chesapeako Bay.
12. The fiaheriel! of Albemarle Sound.



PART XI.

THE POUND-NET FISHERIES 01" r.l'HE ATL.ANTJO STATES.

By FREDERICK W. TRUE.

1. IMPORTANCE AND LOCATION OF THE FISHERIES.

The pound-net fishery is an important OlIt', both ill view of the grea.t quantitieB of fish taken
and OD account of the powerful influence it ia 8upposeu to tlxert ill reducing the supply of !Shore·
haunting specie.s. Few forma of fulhery apparatus are more efIective ill gathering ill a.U kindl:l of

fish, both large and small, whether swimming at the 8urface or along the bottolll, than the gU'at
pound-net8 of Massachusetts. Rook·and.line tlsheries, and C"\'Bn the majority of seine fit:,;heries, do
not compare with the pound fisheries in the mQ,gnitude of their results. Again, while mOJ:\t forms
of appa.ratns imply very considerable skill in the fisherman, the pound"net requires nOllt;.. It opel'·
ates by certain COnstant peculiaritiea of titles and fishes, which retnain in force whether t1.le tiijher­

man b'" awake or asloop.
The distribution of pound-net fisheries along the soo-shore, as well at,; of the varieties of appa.­

ratus used, is modified la,rgely bS the £".oIlfiguratioil of tht.~ COOI1;t. 'Whem it lll"lcSl'nts high elift's
looking directly seaward, the deep waters at witoJ:;e b,lse are hl.t>hed to foaw in every 15Inrw, we

shall look in vain for pound-ncu.. It would \.)e foll)- to set tbem ill such places. Those lUost I:>toutly
built can sc.arcely withBta-ml the violmwe of thB opon S8a even on a sa.ndyam] gra(]rmHy sJopillg

shote. All other things being eqnal, the more sheltered a situation is the more suitable it is fUf

the erection of these neta. l·'or this reason we find them grOlllleO tugether in bays aud inlets anu
in the mouths of rivers. It is not to be supposed, !..lowcYcr, that a soft, sandy, or muddy bottom

is nooessary for the establishment of nets. The ingeuuit,Y ;)f the fishormen itl tlllfficient to enable
them to erect pounds on a bottom of solid rock, and ill fact those in US(l in Maine are so built almost

~-ithoutexeeptioD.
The preeent distribu.tion of pound-net fisberies on our AtJllutic COn-1St is in SQme respects &

peculiar one,and will doubtless auft'er mao,y chan"ges in coming sears. llum.lreda of wiles of OOailt,

eJilpecial1y southward, have never beeu appropriated for this fishery, altlwvgh apparentJj' eminently

8Ditap}e ,for-it. At pretWnt the moat bnportaut pound,fisheries are those of Oapi:! Ood, Massachn­
setf$, and the adjacent islands. Nets are extensit'e]y in use both on the northern and southern

Shores of' the cape, but, as I shall presentl.y show, tbefi'"lhHi('s of the two regil:ms are quite dis>
tinct. Many nets are in use on the north shore of Ma,rtha's VilJe;yard, and a few auout Nantucket

Qlldthe Elizabeth. Islands and in Buzzard's Bo,y. Nortll of Ca'li"8 Cod we find no pouud-netl>, if

wu~~tthev~ few employed at Gape Ann, until we reach Portland Bay, on the COll8t of Mu.lne.
SoUtb ill QapeOod -.e find ftsberi~ In Narru.gansett Bay, along the oostero half of the Oon­

·neotiOOt ehore, aDd at. the eastern extremity ()f Long Island. A few nets are_in use in New York
697
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Harbor. From thence southward a long stretch of uncmplo,yed coast. intervenes, the next fishery
being ill Delaware BIl'Y. .Albemarle Sound is the most southerly region in which poulld·nets arc
in nse. In importance the fi ~hl"I'ies of Vineyard Sonnd and Ma.ssnchnsel.ts Bay rank first; tb08C of
Cape AnTI aTe the leastdew·loped. Each of the lDoreimportunt fisheries bus peeulillritiefl as regardOl
apparatm'l methods, aIHI ends, which r shall now briefly notice.-

2. THE POUND~XET FISHERIES OF' l\1A INIH

A discu~sjon of the pound-net or weir :fi!:'lhedes on the coast of thi~ State ill given by Mr. I~arll

ill the dHtpter OIl tL .. herrillg fishery, and need not be repeated here. The lishery is quite dif·
fert·llt. from that of a.llY other portion of tlle ooast.

'l'he catch consists almost exclusively of herring. The high-flowing tides l nUlierous and irreg·

ular inlets, and prentiling rockS bottoms of the region have indnced the nse of a kind of brlUlh
wt,ir. very simple in constructioll and readily adaptable to different !Situations. The qualit;Y l and
conseqnently t,he co>tt, of the~ weirs llas va.ried much within the last quarter.eentul'Yl following tun
mall." Hew dep:uturf's which h:1\'e taken place ill the fisber.y indulltry of the State. within that periOlI.

A tl~w .vears priur to the war (If the rebellion tbe demand fbI' smoked iJerring had become a ver)'­

(:oll!Shlerable Ollt'l ami the wt~irs, particularly east of Penobscot Bay, were largely taxed to furnish

tllH "UfJplYl frolll wllieh it llaturtllly resulted that they were built more substantially than before.
\Vitll tile close of the war tlw demand for sllloked herring declined, and the products not being in
reqllt'st tlte weirs were sufi"ered to deteriorate. This condition of affairs prevailed to such an ext(~nt

that ill 1875 less t.han one·fourth the number of weirs were in sound condition t.han had been

cmployt'd in 186lJ. In the former year, however, the sardine industry began tQ assume importance,
UII(1 ,.ilJet' t hat time the demand f{)l' herring, especially for small herring, has been constantls on the
inel'",a.w. \Vell-built weirs have therefore been onco more brought into operation, while at the
SUlIlt' time tile fisbing 8e11l'on, which fnrme,rly extended from August to November, has been mueb

protra-eh'U, amI Ia,st8 from Ma.r-eh to December. 'l'his last change wiH be looked upon with dl;'!'

favor hy tbo~c wbo believe that the pound-llet fishery leaf1!:! to the extermination of certain speciefl
of tishc:i.

In addition to these larg-er weirS l others, BIllaller and much inferior, have been constantly in

use in 8uPJllyiJl~ herring for uait,especially for the great lobster fiJolbery of the State and otJJer
local fi"hcritls. and sometimes, too, for the offshore fisheries. These have never varied much in
quality or siZtl.

Twn or three Leart.-IJouuds ha·ye also heen in use in Maine, a little to the ea.stward of the en­
trance to Portland Harbor, for a few yearll., 'l'hey have practically formed the material of all ex·

periment, and one which has been fa.irly successful. !rhey resemble the brush weirs in notLing,

but are closely allied to the POUlJd.llets of Cape Cod. Th~y cost at least *1,000 apiece, and serve

ill the capture of a variety of fish which are sent fresh to market. It 18 very doubtful whether
aUj' more of these nets will bt.' introduced into Maine.

']'be 1lnQ·ncial arrangemeuts of the weir·fishery, like the weirs themselves, are quite simple.

Each of the smaller weirs costing not more than .50, and frequently much lessl is usually owned
by a single fiaherman. Quite commonly it is necessary to re,place them annuaJIY1 for the crush of
- - ._~ ."., .~__.._,. . ..__.••_~ .__ .__ ....._ -_.----1--------

.. The l,oulld-net fi8heryof the Great, Lakes is ennl:fidered ill the chapter Oll the Great L.k(\\i. In thia chapt.ar

pound-nets .inclnde tbe eevera.l 1I.imb of tllili traps locally known a<I brneh weil'll, wain, traps, or pouudll. tbe conlltruo­
tioD of whieb ie deRCribad in another pari of this report.

t The pt;lUIld-net fillheriee in the .riverll uf Maine are detlCribed by Mr. Atkins in tbe nmi t chapter.
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Uw winter's ic() "lean).., ll{)t a rack b('!liwl." E\'{'ll ill I:OlllH>cU()11 willi Ill{' largel' ~'l'il'''' tlu'1't, ii:> lla
elaborate Hnancial orgallization. l'o;ual1,\ about foul" mell eoutlilll1h' to un,y the W(,11'~ nIHl aI't' th.~w­

selves tl"beI'lll(:ll for tlH..'IIH'l' In~s.

'1'h(' relSults of 1\1r. BarWI> jIlVl~i':\tig:il,tiOlJ8 ,,;how tllll.l t LJer~: \H~.n~ ill 1\lailll:~ ill 1080, 1:5~ weiI'!.'!,

valul·.u at $~7,500.

:I. TUE l'OUSD·)\ET FISIn~mES OF CA l'E AXX.

Ulltil the J'f'IH 187-1 no attempt lJall 1I,:t']) llliH11: ill t]w 'Ijr~iJljly Pi' UJPIJe('stI'J' In Cllplllre lhlll by

the use of t-rapo;, pound", or weir.\;, III th,.t. y('ill' a tlll;lting hili' wac; Het at- ;\1 ill. blalHl~ on tb.~

llut"idl:', or the cape, :lllll a sltcn!;ssfnl Ira p lisll"]) has IlL'"II eH ni('d OJ, t hen' ;;ilW\.~ lIlnt til1w. J 11

18S0 tlleH\ were ft,mrtl'('ll tI'nps ahlll1-!; I Ill' ::;lJul'!'" m' Capl' AUll, fl'OlU J\laul:ul:>;\(T to AlluisqUJllll,

)lol-lt 01' them were UHlIh· of ohl 1'thw-lll'tlilJg, ami til.,} \\'('1'1' IIWTefllT(' 111' httle ynill('. TIle 0..11

tak\;'11 in 1880 "'l'Ttl clridl~ herrillg and III ilCkt'rd , I'a (m'd 111· If; j H,Uno. .A dt>:scl'illtioll of th~ trap iu

USt, here i,.. girell ill IJlwtiJer part af this n·port.

4. 'I'RAP FISilL)d, O~ THE ~Ol{,TH SIDE OF CAPE ('QT),

LOCA'l'TON OF 'l'ilE TRAPs.-Tlte IlsIH'rieJ,\ of Cap.. CIJd alit! the ad,j;)e/'llt islands al't' uf mueh

grN:l,t,cr 1II0nWlIJ: thanl1lOi'ol' of)la-int'. As J haYt1 <lltt'atl,' illlplied, tlw jlOmlQ:'; Incatl'll il11lIa"!l;H~hll'

",etts llay an~ qUitl' dift'erent fl'(Hll tho",e ill Ville Hnl 801llUi, aull the fiHhillg" ii'o di1l'(·l't~lIt1y pro:>eeutr,(!.

1'11(\ n~stl('l'is w;ltprs uf l\-hl~",aehll"dts .Ha 11:1\'," e:lnsl·d lll:m;l' ('llflllgy,; ill tLu configura-timl or

thB llortheru ",hOl'I' of CaIlt, Cod. 1\-[OI'('d b ..... t1lt~ir powl'r, HH' ,"~l1\J ha!'; I:'lJn\~lll it!';elf ill atl f'Vell

plain, extend.iug 'ihHll high-wat.er murk a lmlf mile ~wawurtl, amI but. little iudilWr! to tlw plam' or
the hod2;OU. 1{elplltle881.y it- hal' till<'ll the old-thne inu'hor", alld t-lH.<reby stitled tht' adivii.r of flit'

llOJ'tb'8hon~ fishilJg-tllWIlS Df former tI,il,YS. liut whiJl' t11~ ve";l;d fj)';lJcr;r 1ws flU'lwel' lli'Glp!WHTl"l)

hom man:y of the tOWlH;, the weir fi3bl'r-~' has takl'tl it.O! phw\.' to a ('om;iderllhk l.'xtl'nL \Yl<, HlH,\',

howl;ver, wit]l tile oIll tishcrluen, look o;oUlewlwl I'I'gn't.i'uJly npotl a- Chi-1llge which lla~ lakl'll till'

pl'Ofttlol hf lahor from the mallY amI bestowed thelll llPOll 1.11(' ff'\Y,

The norr-lHlhore weirs,· as I saw tlll'lIl in lODO, w('re sct at illtprvn,j;,; ftloug HII' sborv f"tllll

1'ru('o t.o Sl~lldwicb. \Vith Ollt two or three I'X(',{'j'tiom< tIl(,y are" shonl· Wfl t(,I"" 'i'i(·ir<', built ~wc(JT'd

iug to a siugle Ulnae1, ana V~ll'yjng ou1,\' III IliweHsiot!E; or olTfl",iomlllyjn iJlt' ~lh"I<IJt'e of mw~' inHg."

The lea-t:lefl; run ou.t to the edgi:' of the great SUOl'l'·"hoal, lwill,¥ in o;('\'('I':ll CHK('S HOt jpS1'l thall haH'

a mile long.
The mamwr of working tlHl weirs is sOillcwhat pllculiar, thong-h v(~ry f<ituph'. AI'\ Hill: pa>;sl's

along the north shore roads, rnnnillir parallel tn am) 11 mill' 01' lh()r.~ di~"t<tllt tWill the bl'adl, Olll;;

8ees nano", trails leading off at right auglel'l thron~~;h till' l\llfi.11lC('d. piTH',('oYl:'r"d, and r:;alldy [ields,

If the CUriOIIS tra,veJer, desirous of krwwillK I/Ow llw.<;(O br·W;lxi<' WI'I'(' lIlillll' nlll! nlJitller thpy

1f'ad, tUTUS into one of them when the t;d(~ jJl thp b;ly bl~ Jl Jil.1lt:· jl;lsl til(' phi" hl:' will \lO! loug be

in ignorance. At a. sudden turn in the naTrow la1\l.~ he wiiI (~Olne upon till' fi8In'fllll'tl, ill nlPi!' ,;i!lgh~

hor~e, two·wbwled carts, returning from nil' 'I\(,il'.'3 ,,,ith imtui'> of n..h. 'Iwie" lwtweeu !'\I11~l·tS,

during the height of the season l the)' drin\ from tJH'ir houHes through tIlt'st', lam'" 110Wll to tlw

short', across the great wet lleacll anu into tlJe wpirs. The fil>h arc l'hon'll'd into the c1trti'i H1ul

carried back to the fishermeu's houlles, where the.y are }lucked fot' tw,w,;portation h,l' wiJ. III tlw
upper part of the CILJWl the towns lie near the !:',uon', the pjll~ ImTT('lllS giYP piaN' to ('xtell"i\'l~ !'la-It
marshes, tUt! water offshore illueeper, and (lIll' fwell HI.-l.Je (If /1)(' odd huf'l'! lilld two.whf'I'Iell e:wts.
':'--_~_..__.~-,--_._._.,,-,,-_ .._-_ .....__._--~--"_ ..._..
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Boa.tl'l are now generally employed ill retnOdllg the fi"l. In pleasant wcathor and when the tidel:!

ebb ver;y dry the use of carts does not, involve nnll~ual lahor, bat at the opening and closing of the
fil;hillg season, ill J.faJ' awl Kovem bel', WIH~ll the chilly \I"utel' ilS high ill the outer part of the weirs
even at lowest ehb~ tlle work of relllo\-ilJg till\ fish is rnobt al'(luoulS, Th~\ fishermen -must often­
times wade to their waists or auove ill the eoId water, UH\ earts float and kuock agaiust the walls
of the weirs, amI the horses, half stalltlillg aIllI half swimming, become restive and troublesome.

The heartti of man,r men would doulJtle8s be gladdened if tue t.ides woulU henceforth ebb and flow
at the samo hours every dHy, and of none more tLan of the weir fishermeu. At present they are
forced to bE' at their posts at all hour,'i, now in brm~d das. now in the darkness of midnight.

SPECIES CAPTURED.-Tbe weir fishery of the north shore of Oap(~ Cod is practically a bluefish

fislJelJ'; at least it is principally lllHI!J tIJi" sllecies that 11m owners depend for profits. In spring
and faJl great quantities of rnank(~rl.'l, alewixes, amI sea-lwrring are taken. Man.r pounds of

:flounder!!: and eels are also caught, al1d ill sOllle sea"OllS tautog-, shad, and striped bass. 1IIenbaden
w€re former}~.. an important faetor uf the catch. Au tJccal;iionaJ salmon is taken. Sometimes a

"delicate monster," in tile form of a loggerhead, or katber tuttle, or a white whale, strayl:l into a
weir, aud i13 ofiered at the shrine of seience by the nut ungcllerom; fisherman. An important article

ou the product!; of the wt,ir tlshery of the north shore was puulh;hed ill the Yarmouth Heg-ister in

Jmw l 1870. It- is so enttlrtaiuing that, 1 lllay b(~ pardoned for quoting it ill fllll:

"We have Hoticed wany (~art-loads oftlJat Hot Vt'r.y inviting-lvoJdn,g' th;h known as the 'skate'
pUlSsil1g our offiCI) during thL\ past week, aIll! lllldel'Sf-:llld that tlll' t'utire cateh of this fish ill the

Independent ''Veil' bas been purehasell hy :'III'. \Vil~olJ Heyder, of Barnstable, who uses them for

manure. That of the Yarmouth 'Veil' has been pun:haseu by Mr. Enoch F. Reytier, \Vlw finds it­

remuIlerative to boil them tlowu alll eoUH:Tt thew illto : fish gmt/H),' while the liver", yiehl cOlll,id·
erable oiL 'l'he cntc:h i>i large lit thi~ 8eason or the year, a,1j UlHllY ali 7 or 8 tOIll; bl>,ing sometimes
takctJ in a sillgle weir at a tide. More than 30 tOllS wore takeu from tue Yarmouth "~t\ir last
mOll lh. A \-iBit to tlw iutBrior of' It (ish-weir, when the ehbing of the tide bas left it nearly or quite

dr,V, i~ int.er08t.iug. :\IOl'l' varieties of fish find their way into these j trap,,' than most people

imagine are found 10<0 twar inshor('-cOllfi8h, mackerel, squid (sometimes in immense numbers),
porgies, llcrritJg~ .logfish, !,ialmon (oecasionally), bluefish, bass (gmwr.-l.ll;r the striped bass),8kate,
lobster, tlat.llsll, shad, now awl then a shark, and a gl'!'at variet'y of ..waller fr;y, horHcl:lhoe crabs,

&c. Buss all(I bludi::sh are the l:ltaple catch ill the wllil'l:; oft· Yarmouth, though all t,he above

varieties arC t«kcn.

"For some years past the first bluefil;h of the acaOOJl ill the Yarmouth \Veir has been taken on
the 2d day 01 Jmw,80 that now the skirmish(~rl:lof this llnu.v army are rf'gulady looked for and
con1id6ut.Iy eXpl~cteu at that dat(l, From tltu·t time until the season closes tbil:l voracious fish is a

regular :visitant, the eawh yarying from a dozen or two to several hundred at a tide. A i pound,' as,

the interior trap of a weir is ealled, filletl witb tbes.e fish) presents an oxeitiug and animated spec­

tacle when the tio.e has ebbed so far that OW)' are only llartinlly co'"t'red with water, The ferocity
sud strength of the species il> then SIWWH by tlleir frantic efforts to avolil their certain fare, their
darting anu snappillA' and .fighting; !'tnd the looker-ou is impre.!:lsetl with the idea that a e-ompany

of sharks would not fight more desperately tban they if oceasion offer'C'tI.

"Porgies are generally taken, if taken at aU, ill immense numbers, thongh theirvildts,are not

frequent in our weirs, Until within a few 'years the weirmen han:. not cared to find their pounds
filled with these fish, but now the case is different, as tho very fact of their coming ill tlucl1 num"
oors makes them a more valuable catch, and they are used for their oil and the JD&Du:fa.ctare of

gnl\no.
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"AU the edible varJeUfl,., (~f lbl] t,d;:eu in {;ur lvdn. LilJU a ready nltukut iu ;\,'Il' ¥ark, whew

they ll-J'l', SeJlt, pfwked in iC\'1 (\\-'t'r,v llay_ The \1'Ch8 are visi tet! every ti\h~ aIHI all pf ntlu e. brOllght

to the shore, while the 'tl'<1f'll' i" thrown out"ide, to Utj carrjt~d otT hy t,llt, llext tide."

DISTRIBU'l'lO~OF 1'HE CATCII. --110&f 0:' 1hl' IIOUIHI" fJIl the llotth ."hote arc in direct com III 11­

nicatiOll with the markct~ by raj}. The CaJw Cod urllud-l or tb(' Old Uolony liue tllTtladl'l itfoi wa:y

aloug the entire cape from Sandwich to l'f()\'llll·t't(;WIl, awl during tho bci~ht of the fi~hillg beason
special trains are frequeuU.r run iu the illt\'rp~t,; of tlw i1J;hel'ies, The favt)rit\~ market is Boston,
ali! being nearest, but great quantities of fi.-;h are o;eht tu Sew'{urk and P1Jila<I~!lphia;and occ::u,;ion·

ally as far t10uth as Ba.ltimore.

The ma.ss of the product.'!' ill ;,hipped fre.sll, lIu<;k£,d irl j<:e. Ahllo~t all tllc weir companii)1' are

in tJ:w habit of bnsing boards cut- ill <;uirabh" ll'l)gt.bs. for 8bippingboxl';";, the lat.ter being put.

together as fast as they are lleeded. The weigllt, of a 1'1[]] hox. Tl-"ady fur fo;hiJlmeut if! about 300

pounds. About tlw packhlg·hoUMCS of the mort' important w nir companie>;, such a~ Philip SmithlK:

llt EusthaUl I one seelS great piles of t.hese bQaru1>, which give thl~ premises the appeara.nce, of small

lnmber.;yards.
THIi'. W:E.ill COMPA.xrus.-'l'he husilleSi:\ urga nizatitHl of the nort1H,;borf; \Vl,ir companies is llot

complicateu. Usually fonr or five Imlll own the weir, two or tlnee of whom act as fighermen lintI

une as ho()kke~pel'. In the larger (,,(_\lUp:ulil'';. 1IO\l,'ew'r, til.:' numuer of !o!tockholders is often not

)1;'88 than tell or twelve, and Hll" ruajorit.y do llot t<\l,,, all ad-iyl" part iu the real 'work uf the. COIn­

pany, but simply in\'e..,t tlwir ft){mey here ILS tiw,r would in all.)' aUwl' eut.prprl,w, 1'11;> ;;took fre-­

queLltly amOULlts tv 8t~ve.r.al tlwllsanil ilollars, aJld CI'HlJ",t: Illl::' (;u»t of tbe weir, Je,P.l!(Hlo;HSr hones

and cartR, h(\l{ts, toolR, box('s, and other llece~~ar,)' a.ppa,l'<l-111il a1l\1 :lce('f>sori.e~ of the hll/;iuess. In

favorable ~"~ars the inYcstment is a llrolitahl" OHl':'. Tlli-' IIL()H~ imp('C\millus ti"herml'H look with
envy upon the wealthy w(;ir~owIlen;, ami umny reganl t1H~ll1 a'$ a1; Olle,~ the- d('~troyer~ uf tlH'ir

financial prosperits and of the fishes from which it llligut !1<' Ih>l'iv.'d. The Xoh"cnsc:ptt- \V\,ir

{)umpanyof Df.mnls, in 1872, decltU'ed a divid"nd of 20 P('T CPUl." TbCl }nt'l'n~st on lhl' (~apitl-tl is

u~ualI;y !lot le8S thllD 10 per eent.
Nea:rly every compan~'h:u. an ap;t'I.lt at the markf.'IO\, w 110 f'eHo; il.!!' fish and forward,,; tile l.1l(lO''.'­

obtainedw tue bookkeepe,[', aft('r dl'dllctirlg- Lis co!Umi"l'Iilll!. 'fIH: rtj!Vllt-ti have alm-a.'-'!, unUlllittctl
powers ill marlY Ci:t.Set'I, 8Jud semu to tic iWjJllcitly trw;tMl hy the 11"lu;rlI)pll.

The FunDing eXpN.l!:K'8 of tbe em:uprlJll"g art· »HI\1,,· up hj" itt'lllR. for p:t.('.killg-1Jllxes~ ice, trau<I·

portation, commission foos, and for l'l:Jmirs Oll th!' w(·jri<.. '1'11(\ bflt hi :111 i111\1\11'tallt ikm, for it

fI'eqllently hltpptmS that tbe weirs are kept in the water too latc ill the fall. Hlld, t'lltClUlltf'rillg the

violence of an autumnal gale, are torn to pietl('~ Rnd thrown UjlOIl Hw shon;,

U, 'fRAP :FiSBING ON TUB SOUTH SlIH; (W CAPB CoD A::SU I::>: VIl\E\,AIW ~OU;';D.

IJOCA'l'ION OF THE POVNDs,-On t-lw shore,; (If Vine.... ard Souml we tiJHI quitl;' 1.. diffel'Cnt

pound fild.lery from that (\xi8ting on tlH~ Hortl) side of tIl\' ':,<lpe The JloulHl-lld~ hH't~ employed

m-e "pOlllld8." proJlerly 80 called, lJeing constructetll?ntin:l;y of H,~tt.i.llg'. 'rb(' hng\\ fo',ea<i \'d.liC'lh roll

through the sound in stormy weather would lnal;:,; f]l1it:k worl;: of the de.;;trndioll of latb 1)()llUtl·

nets if the fisbermen were foolish enough to attempt, tt) employ tlH'llI. The ordinafJ' form of

"heart-seine" i$ the net tnOBt employed,t but at\Yaqnuit and SOIUt' other lllae~ ~'lSqllare pounds/'
. _.~_ ..._-'---" -~ --_.~_.--_.--~'--~-~- -- _... --- -~-----,-_._--_.~._.-~ ... _..----

.. Bee I'roviDc~toW\l. Advertit>er. January LU. It\7'<l.

t&e eeo:ltfun on UJ'AKA'J.'ua for d('l8~"jptjonof th_ poo:ada.
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01' pOllnds without curved lim'!';, are sucel'~sful1.ropl.'rated. flhe .MovorJloy POUUthl are doubl&-t.llat

11:\, tlwyhav", two le,ul-cl'" aHli tW(' lJeart6'. alltl oow\\'" th\'.I'i~C01\tl katleJ' c.x\I'lI;liug outward. frHIII lhe
fir;:,t howl.

'1'he most ilnportfl,Jlt .fisherie,,, art' at Cha/bam, olT MO!lool(l} PoilJt, am] along tbe we::;ltcrn

portion of tilt.; 11Ot'th :,;uore of ),la.1't1w'.. Yillt'yanL (}tOf"1' slatioll~ exitit, however, at lutervah, from

Chat.Lam to '\-oo{l's lioll, on tLe soutll ;,:l101't; or C;lll(' COIl, HIIlOllg' 11](; Blizaheth Islallds, about

~antm':k('t, and 01(' ('(l\O,t,('rn llClrtion of tIl.." llutth ;,;l\m"l' of Mattila'!!> Vilw~:l\l'd. The li!'.ht'.l'J' !'.'i'.em.,

most eompletel.r orgHIlized at, ;\lollomoy. 'rhe uets are set w{'Mtwan] from tbe shore on the great

flats flJiI text-end ofl Ow point ill that direction, awl at, bn t shmt dio;tU\l(~elSfroUJ oue aIlotlwr. AlolJg

thl~ "outlJ 1:;1101'e uf t1le cape they are placed ill the o;hallow bays and luleb; westwflTlI, ahout Fal­

montIl, at tIle outldM oj" tile curium; flOI'ds of tllat rf'gioll. T]w nets about tIle Elizabeth lsl:lnds

are not of great iUllwl'tancl', if [ lHay ex.elune the H.hmle hland traps which have been iutrodtlct'd

t,here, to wbieb I shall alJudl' WlH'Il tl'eaUllg' of the jj,.;berie;;; of tlwt, state. Along the Villcsanl

shoro the lJoullfl~ an' placl',l iii llw illld8, such as Lombard';, COH', j\Ien~m,.lm"Bight,and others.

UlIlike the fisheries of tl)(' 1101'tll shoTt" tlw st·:d.iom" ill Vilwrarcl Soulld are nmlOt{\ from the

villages. ThilS is Ilotabl.r tile ease :\.t l\1oUOtllO'y. TIle iLsIH'rHleIl l'stablilSb a, colouy there at the

opening of the fishing seaROll~ and Tf'main ulltil it i,; vasC. Eadl V<lrt;l-', (,,)J}l';j;;ting of ahout ten or

twelve lIleu, i~ accOlJll'allied hy two eoob" that there !Hay UC 1J\J l(ll.;], {)f digclStibli: alul Iltren{rt,h­

giving food, uud a hookk,;eper, that tlw ac(\onnts may be ill ()J'uer. One or lllOre ii.~h·h{)uSe8, III

whieh the ii;;ilwrul(:'lI live, <ltawl o!'jJo"ittl eadt llOlUH!-lll;'.l. 'l'he arrallgemeuts are not so elaborate

(lH Vine~"ard Sound, amI at. tlw, Wl"''''t. ~nd of the (\a{Jl' the POUU(t net!:'. Ii(' cOlnp<l.rati\'d~'near thl'.

(lweHing,.; of the tiSLJOUUCll.

Tlu' ,;cason at MOJlOllllJ,): extelldll from tile 10th or mid/Ill' of AIUil to tue last of Mas or hit
of .Jnne. It cxhmds OYC-l" a ullwlJ luug-er period 011 the ViIH'FH'O, but tlll:' jloUIH1s art:l llllllftll.Y up

,lul'ing tJl(; Iwatcd term ill fiJe 1:l1l1l11lwr.

CAln~ AND llUn>OSlTION 011 TUg CA.'l'Cll.-Thecaleh of llH' Viue~:al'd Souud 110llUds. includes

a great Yluit;/'y of speciC'R of ti;,;h, till' llumlwr and ;,;izc of each kind varsiug", of course, grt'atly

In uiffel"('1J1. partl' of the season. Tlw moISt important factors ill tbe produet of' tile fishers are mack.

{:rel, ~('allerrilJg~ IllelllmtleIl, :d.~",'iveM, HOlll](ler,o;, and :-;had. SCup aTe nol; usuflily takeu to any

cOIli:iiJeraule extelll,. SOIlW (If tll{; ponnds Oil the uorth sllOre- of J\.lartlw.'t; Vincyanl cateh great

quantitiel' of sqnid, whilJh ar(; ;;'(I1d (0 the veiil;el th,hertuell for bait, as i~ also the m~jor portiou or
the menhaden awl alewives takeu in all the pounds,

It is not ulIlll'mal fllr tlw ManlHl'M Yiu{'yard {:ompanieB to lleCilH:\ considerable qnantitiNl of

LJonihl and Sp:l1!ish mackerel. I remetu bel' t1mt whik at :Menemsha Big"hl; in IH79, at the fil:lh-holl80

or one of tho poullds a flag Was flying- in order to sigmll to tbe. srnaek>1, whiel! were I,ving l-lt adilj­

tance, that the pock{~I& of the lIet were full of bonito. 'fhis fi>1ll and Spauisll TIlacken'.l .!wem to

\"iJ.ry grt'at.l~' ill abuuclanee from daS to day, tIl{' balds of the pound~ for:l Iveek at- a. time pcrllaJHi

cOllt-aill iug Hot a tsiJlg·le sped fjl{'U of eitlH'T "pcci\'s. The arrangements for {lisposillg' of the products
or the ,,"cir are quite difltJH'llt f1'om those etrlplo~'l:'d by the nortlH,horl:\ compauie6. From the

})ounds of l't1oIlomoj"Poiut the products are eouvpyed to market hy way of Dennisport. Tbeyare

carried from the neli; to tllat pluM in sUlall sloop,;, which an, pressed into gervice at the beglilnitlg"

of tue 8e,J$on Ilnd <l-re kept constantly employed. The fish ll-ftl , of course, taken from the lwuud8
fJ"e.sh, and are simply stowed io the boata. 'Yhen the,}' lUTive at Dennisport they are taken out alHI
paoked with ioo in barrels and other receptadt:l& TbenC(\ t1Je,}" go dirixltly by rail to B()st-on antI
N('w York. Along tile weetern pm"tion of the south shore of the ca.pe, 80S J have alN'.ad,Y8tat.ed,
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the nets are located neal' tlJe villages and in elOSl~ proximit,y to tim r;lilnxHl s\:\tiom;, ;:;0 that the

fish cun he immediatl'1y tra llsferr('d to tll e earl,;, On \,}w. llorth s'uon~ of "hi :triba\~ VilH'yanl 1\ l\;

CU8tOiuary, to a cert.ain extent, to l:wud tlw jil:il! hy SlllfW1;::-; to ~ew York, Sen'rul of tlw poulll1

'\Omll~\llieB l.mve, 1J(IWtn'~r, made. all agl't~CllH'llt witll <:'l:'I't~.ill p:luj~'::> at ""(lod'" HoH-till' lermillm;

{If' oue of I,ho branches of tIl{' Old Colony H:ljll'o~Hl~f()l'thl' shipmeJJt. of tlw IjJ'lllluet" tllflmg'h lhdr

,l,gellcy to the markets, ',rhe,Y are takell lJy hoat from lJl(' Yilwyunl to '\YOO(l':- Uoll, ~llItl, a;:; ill til('

(lase of ~Ionomo.r, the fish are then packed in iee and ~hi}lpul hy rail. '1'11('. liSP of 1l0l'1i.et~ in (',on"

llection \\'itb POUllU& enables the flsbenuen to hold t!il' e,ateh until tlH~81nackl' call ~llTin'froli1 :S-ew

York j neverthe1ef's, those who are auI,:" to d'J ",-0 l'«o"m HlU(\/( tel Iln,\f~[' ;;('IJ(H1Jg lJr till' more di!'edi

I'oute bs ra'l. TIHlla,tt<~r111Tullgellleut, of COl1rl'\('" Jll'm1ue... !:\ much lllO['(, l'(~'::Hhll'it;r iii the ltOll],~ of

work in cOlllwd,jon with the nets-a. Ulatter of veQ' ellUsiut.Tahk intercst to tile Ji8lt(~rI1H'11. TII'1

l)ractim~ of shipping fish in boxes,!'io pnwal"lIt, QIl tl1{l llortll "hor(~ of tlw ('<IIlt', i'" 1I0t ;",H pxt('lI;~i\'l',ly

iu force here. Mall,:)' fish are sent ill barrels, the maj\ll'ity uf wltidl are ~ugnl' and flonr h:U'l'ds pnr­

ellused frow tl.j(J local gTo(~ers.

FINA.:;rCtAL A.I.t:nANGE~ENTs,-'l'he6n:\ucil1l arratlgcm~'lit;:; l1ith'r hut littll; frolll t!lol'\e ah't.',ndy

de'8Crihed "..';, existiug OIl the Horth o;hore of Cape Cod, Tile ll<:'t P(lllJl(h; ,ne, qnitt' n'lwlIsh'", ilml

it iii UH;ret'ore lleeessary t'ither that a ft,~w llll'Tl invest a (~ow-;itleruhl(~ ~Utll 01' that 1ll:lll} 11l\'e~1

flmall sums. It is difficult to obtain a lIlltlou of the PHltits or t IJl' 1'(Jlllpalli,~"" '1'[11' flKIH'rJIIl'll HI'I'

quite reticent 011 t\liK topi(\, aull it. would haHll~' lw.ill.,t to l'ubliKh what ill1'onll,nioll wa~ aduall,\

gathen~d. It is wc.ll knOWh, lJowe\'(~r, t1l:11 tilt' prolit" val',\' cOHi,idel'ahly ill diil~n\lll y('U1'8; ROliW'

times l.lle.:r llro 80 g:reat :1:& to mal;:~ tbe ll:-.!ll'l'ml'l) fl'I~1 wealthy at the (,Illl pf :f ,~jJJgk >-';P!I.~j)ll'; hllt f

uufortullatel:"f at tlle elose of n flucl't'edillg 'yl,UI' tlw,\" way feel eOl'n~8pmlllingl,\ 1111PI·<:lllliqu,... III

eadJ COnlP<Ju;y there :tre llHmy 8iknt pallners. Ij~ually oulyfollr or lin~ 1Il1:'1l Hl't' adn,lHy ('.ng:l;!:e(\

in fll>bing the nets. As OIl thl" IHll'th shore of thl~ {lapl',OIW mUll ,lil't'(~t>; tll(' \\01'1-;, allll i'l tityle.t1

"captlliu (If the pound." A t (h(~ ,MOll(,moy pOl11H:ll>, a.iS 1 han,' ltll't'ad;.' ",ta ted, (\\ (I (:t)ok~ arId H

bookkl~epe:r are joined to IlH' fol't~e. ',nw wages oj' UJP 1J8lwrmcll an~ ,,1>1)111. ~;:;(l }\\'1' m~l1itll"

VfEIES IN BUZZARlJ'S HAY.-At 1·'airhaYen lind at !';tllTl(' oth!"]' P01IlU; IIPl11" tIlt.' IH):Hl (ll' lll\zzanl"s

Hay tb.~t~ al'\.~ from 25 t(} :~O 1_0UUIl-IICtS fm' the ea,pture of all'\\-iYt~;:;, lll.llt.Og, selljl, sljuethlgue, bIm"

fish, mid eels, al80 mtml.ladell :lIU} other l>pecies lH:\e't! i()J' oil or Ul'~ IIUrl.'. '1"11(' pOll mI.", locally eallt.-ll

\Vein" are maue of twine flistened to pnh'K~ amI {\08{. fmm $+00 to $.')1)11 ('ad.. T/!('.\' IrH\'(~ kiJ,del'''

400 to 500 fL'·~.'t. long. The average depth oj' bowl is JS feEt, witb n. l1iallwh'r of ;)0 re~'L Till')" urI'

li~l.u:~d from Mareh 15 to July 15, and ag<til1 frolll Angu~t 15 to Noycmher ttr j)"('('lllbel'. 'rill.' IislJ,

l'rlllCIl pa;y a land-lease for their wein; ()f from $5 to $,5 U \::'k'asuu, ael:Ol'11il1jl to tilt, loeatioll, The

caWh is D1arket~d llt New Redford and the llea.reT l::itie1', l~tl~tOll, N(,w York, :11)(1 l'hiladdphllJ.

Mr.D. 'V, DellDe~ wlIo for more than twenty-ti\'e ,'1('fll'.'I ha~ lJ(>f«j (011;.:,,;.:'(,(1 ill li"ltingo "illl n-t'ir.~

in Buzzard'ti Bar, gi"eB the folJowing dati'';; of tilt' Hrr;t >lflpeHwllce or eaell sJweit·!" of li",h illl~Sn:

u March 24, caught the first melihadell, alewit'l', "m('lt, tllllWOll, f1atlhJI; Aprill, (:111 t Of!:, skah',

perch; April 6, sea-herring, eel; April 14-, I>lu1I1; Allrii 1;), lStYi1w,1 IY,\f,i'.j- A1H'it 17, ,,1.'11\1, April 2,1,

dog1lsh,1Ua~kerel; April 2G, roek lJass~ April ~7, l\(',\..robiu; ",\pril :;~, sqUid; :Hay 1', hHttt'l'til:iil.

k.ingtil:>h; M~y 11, %quet£>l.gue.; Ma;.o 12, tlounf1'!1'; JIllY 13, 11/ni:'ll:sh; Jlme <'I, I"'till~ill:: rll.\-; JUlli"r

&aDd sbark; J lUll} 10, shark; JUllC 25, bOllito, On .Tlll.r 10 the wdrs Wt')'<'. takl'lI lIJI, 1l.1Iti rut dowll

again August 26, on which day the first sere>! was tak,m. This i~ a golll~d)Jol'l'd fish nbout the
eize 'of the souP, a. very palu.table fi~h. H is illlite COUlHlOU ~oll1e Sea801lS l1nri.ng Augui:'>t a.nd 8"11­

tember. AUgU8t 3~ first Spauish rn8.l.lkerelj September H, fir;;t razor-fi"'b; Sel)tembl~r 6, first

goose-fish."
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6. STATISTICS OF 'i'HE MASSAOHUSE'l"l'S POUND-NE'f ]'ISHERIES.

The statistks gatherea by the I:lpecial agents in Massachusetts ill the C<lllI:lUS year show that
tho number and value of pound-nets in the State ill 1880 wcn~ UH follows:
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The amount of the products of the fishers in 188(i rnu!:>t bB set down as uot less than 9,275,000
pounds as tak(lll from tho water, the first valuation of which wa.s Hot less than $210,000.

7. THE POUND-NET FISHERlI~S ()l<' HIJODE ISIJAND.

Th<l pound-lwt fishcdHs of HlHHlH IslaIla have co-rtain pe0uliarities which aro lIot posses.sed by

those of an~r otber region on our eoa...'!t. We find no 'weir" lw1'''' (·.()rl'('JI,IlOnding to th0E>e OT Maille
or Cape Cod. The coast is too ruuch exposed to permit tlJe USf' of J:\Ueh a frail apparatus.
Pounds Rimilar to those employed in Vineyard SOUlul are quite (;xt,em.ively jn use, and ver.r sue·

\~B1'\l1\y. The characteristic form of ll£'lt, bow£'lver, oue ...hit>h l',cmus to lmv~ originated in Rood\'­
[sla,ml a.ud has never ueon extensively employed (JJsewh,~ri<, is the trap,- It is a very simpl!'
apparatus; bnt one which demands the constant care of tb(': fi~herruan.

A.s even the 1,vI"O in g-eograplJy and fisl!t'Q-' lon' would at once suspect, the principal fisbing­

grounds are ill liUlI about NarragalJHtltt Ba~" A favorite localit.y is at the mouth of the Baugh­

kODuet River. As [ ltan~. already Ht.af:ed iu anotber phwe, a few traps lW"-e been introduced bJ-T
the Rhode Island alld Ooolleeticnt. fishermen among the Eljzl~lteth hilands, but of late years they
have not been VtlrS profitable.

THl<J FISHING- SEAS01'l.-'l'l1C fishing seasoll for pounds {,x1;{'nrls from April to October, although

but few fish are taken during- tIl(' warmeot days in SUlllWflr; a great wany poumts, however,

a,fa tabm lip at the clUI of spring. 'rraps arc )Jot gCIJeralI;y in use exc('pt ill 8prillg, usually from th~

latter part of April to the midtlh.l (JI' la<;t of June. According to MI'. D. T. Church, Qf Tivertou,
the m3jorit.}' of {.he fish{lrmen of that pla\:tI go to Scaconllct in spring and fil:;h with their traps for

about a. moutb. At t.he end of that tilDe they dry their nets anrl use them no more till .spring
again returns.

TJIB SPECIES TA.XEN.-Tbe principal species of fish taken are MIlP, bluefish, squcteagae, sea­
baas, flounders; striped Wss, and herring. The herring ar~ usually the fish earliest caoght, an.d

are followed by menhaden and squeteague.

~ See il6etion on ApparattlB (or descrlption of tihis not and t1:Ie manner of workiDg it.
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In the remarks of },{r, K \T. ';\"iia.!h'." ofr-.-:lrral1:Ju>;dJ Pipl', before Profesl':;or Baird, in ]871,

we find :t sti1tem~nt of the Ill-;n:d SNjllj.·Jj('P Irt" 1],.,h at Poillt .Tudith, and an', presented at. the same

time with a mo~t. elmrnlillp' fra)!TllC'llt uf folklotc, III n'ply to the hlquir:r as to whether fiElh were

not earlier ani v{'d at, that· !loiJlt tlJ<111 llX11 n1. jJ(~ rl'pli"ll: ".'\ '-'!lllt nIl' same. TIIPY t>xlJf'ctN] tbem iII

February and ~ot the I,;eine;:; n:I1<1:--". TIH'S btll them JUllHl wllte-rinlIardl. I a1way.'<jIHlgf\ bS tb<'1

dl\lldelion8~ Wilen I 0;,'0 ilw 1I1';;t daJ\ddioJ~, .~('llJl {~nnH' ill; I wludl trw huds, and wlleu t.he buds

are sWf;lled fnll tlleu OUI' ll'<lj\!:! go in; wlwlI riH' d~UHlelj(l]1 goP" (HIt uf b100111 and g'oes to S(~ctl, the

i'\C\1P a't~ gone,. That 1" tn.LC OW', ;.:t'~lr wit-b auotltl'-f. UH>1\\::L 11H'y -aTy with the season. 1 am

guided by the blossoms of othpr killdi"\ of phtHt"" fo!' other' fj,.>!I. "~lwn high hlacklwrrjt:'i'l HTe jn
bloom we catch striped bUf;H that wPiglJ frum 1:2 to :!H llOlllJ\!S. \\'hf'u the blue yinlets aI'(' in blos­

som-they \,,ome ~\\rl:r-YQlI C\U\ ~ateh Hw H!Uul! ~('()OC,b:.L"f;. Th:lt lJa~ ahnly" hlO!:'n TIly ruk; *lInt

has been handf'{} down lJy Illy fflrl'flltlH'rs." >!t

The fiflh appear to he mflyjng "ilstwHnl when take,l ill Xarra,gauRett Bay. Thiril iR particularly

the case with F.L'Up.

DISPOSITIO?l OF 'I'Ug CATcn,-Th~fil(~jlili('s for "hippilJ;'; fif;l~ fl'OUI Xll,l'l'agan8(·tt .Bay h;'i rail

are excellent_ No diffienlf.,\' j" found ill i!('(tilJg: tile c~Hch f::r(\'!:-.' to WaI'k"t III a VeT} fresh I'ltat-e.
TIley are. usual1;v pack(\u, a:-i ill O!1H'T pbce;,;, ""ito i{'.e inlmrl'(·ls. G·oO(lllr1et'F' ;ue g~ll(>ral\:"ohta\llf'll.

FINANCIAL ARll.ANGE~IB);l'S,-The filJ~llHial organizatioll of 1lll.H4 of tlJe trap comp;mies ill

Rhode Island docs not difl~r from that of tht': pound.net eOnJ}1anies ill othpr reg-iOllS nlrel\fly IIp·
scribed. At Little Comptoll, aeeonUll~ t.o l\h. Knmlietl. tll," slJOrf~ suitable for The pOlln«l fishery if:'

divided into twenty-om, "sets" or f;f:piiom:-., uf n,::; Lltboms {')jell As someset:g an:-uf'tH.'X th® l)lh(>Ts.

all are drawn for by lot. No OlJe ean ~lra.w Ilult'!;s hf~ hai-; all the gellr required for fishing, A nutn

may have nearly all the Ilecf!j-:."-al'~- appll,rat-U,. amI ;yet he Exc!ude-([ from tilt' lottery. That tilt' poor

maD, howevor, rna,s not be uufairl,v J!u,sIH'd aside. he is allowed to ally hilllRelf with some man richer
toan himself, ihereby forming" a finil. A rich fitwr ottNI cllter~ intu P~Ttner8bipwith a pom fish·

erman, the former flJrI-li,sbiJJg 1hI; JackiJlg' appa1'atllS. whiJl' tiH' Ja !tel' floes the fiBbing. Tbe- netl'

must be 6-5 fathoms apart. '",'bOll t!ut'e sets exist in OJl(; Ull,'l 1111' partie, occupying the middle one

are aHowl'd t.o US(; It'ooerf'l of sufficient length to brillg tlll'il' lJt·J ill a. hue with the I'crnnioillg two.

In this same locality, before tile Sunda:,." closfI·time wal'l enforced, tlH~ ti<::llcrwen Lad tlm rnh' thn-t,

those Who WI;',re not at tbeir IIORtS Oil that uns got lJolhinl; of tIl{' pl'Ofit:o: hom lL~ fish ta-lieu.

The fishing is nSllaJly carried PH (1) Bbare,"-, the JHII')' rt~e('J,jlJg- OlJl',ttdrt! of tbe gross receiptOl

aud tb~ 'fi$h~nD{',n th~ n.'ma'm(\el" \d't('l' the "Xpe-,ll!'('" lif board are sllbtract~'d, Usuall,:l' a. tishillg­
gang consisU! of$ix men and a couk. FJ'l'qnenU.v it. o('('l1rll-, howlc'ycr, thai nne CQol!. is able to pre'·

pare food for two or tbree gallg:,; of fishermHll.
An average hap iB w{}rt\l $3;)(), This a.mount ludnd..,,,- tlt(\ co,.. t. of ho<tt.'l~ extra twiue, and

all other minor ll,ppllrteJJ.a-llefl8 jneidclJtaJ to the l~ctj\'l' ]lro!';(,l',ution of the iuduHlry. The8t.l traJl8

l\t'4.'I aeldom owned by a siilglo man, but usually by tbrf'f' OJ' fonr, the ~llajority of Whom are- part
owners. Many pound-nets are made of contl~nmwn\('\\h\l.d\:'IHl,d1\t~,m.ttting, <Iud haw! therefore 110

great value,
Aooordine to the data. collected in Rhode. I~hH1d in 1880, the lJumber and value of poununet6

in lYl6 in the State were as follows;

1---
I Tra:va· :: Num'be.\', 1 VaJQ.-e.
i . ...'_._ ... '~1....,--._.'_' ,_..__

j l'o'und8 lUld wuit•.. - . '1 1M I t66,llall
.............~._~_ ... _-:--_._-.~.~-' -_. ._,-._- ~~

• Repol't U, 8, Fhb Commissioll, I, 1m, pp. 24-:26.
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Tbis is a marked increase over tbe number existing in 1877, wbich has baen set down by Pro.

fessor Goode as tbirts.

No diffienlt,v is llf',uaJly found in securiug good p~ces for the fish in New York and Philadelphia.
The markets of Provit}(mce am] NeWliort, a-lso absorb a ver,y considerable proportioD of the products
of the fisbei·y.

S'l'A'l'lS'l'lCS 1,'OR 1880.-Thl\ amount of tIle catch ill 1880, according to tho iuformation obtained
by Messrs. Kumllen, Wilcox, and others, 'was about S,,300,()\)() ])oullds.

In 1877 the yield of three traps was as follows:

P<>onda.
,--------

I
Flo\l,ntlers - - r - - - • ~.~ ••••• ~ ••• ~.~~.~."- -- __ r7. - i

~:,71:o~.. ::: '.. ::.: .: ::::::::::::"::::::::::::::::i
W""kfl.h i,

17,225

1~1~ tl.';"5

112,75(1

29, 32.~

Sea~lla~a ~ . . _ ,~ .. ~. _... r, ~ •••• r •• ~ ~. , •• ~ ~ ~ _ i lOt GOO

mu(}~:~~;"::.:: :::::::: .::.:: :.:::::::::: :::::.I __.~;~: i
Avcn'.g" t<> tIl<' tl'ap_ _ ,,~6[i, 700 I
E.th""t"d yield of th" :10 trap. Ju. ,..,,, In 1877 .. ; 2,001,0011 I

__ I I

In 1816 the three traps of Messrs. Edward Gladding & Co. and Mr. H. M. Merritt yielded
248,400 pounds of fish, or auout 82,800 pounds to the trap.

In 1861 Mr. BeDjamin Tallmau, of PQrtsmoutb~caught in six traps in nine days '18,000 worth
of ti~h. l~stimating the yalue of the fish at $5 }let' box~ which is not too great a sum, the nurober
of boxes secured was ll,bout 3,600, reprelSenting 1,2601000 pounds of fish. The average ca.tch to a
trap ea~h day W8£ about 23~300 lIQUD.ds.

8. THE POUND·NET }1'ISHERIEJS OF CONNECTIOUT.

OONN]~CTICUT RIVER SHAD·POUNDS.-Tlle pound· net fishery in Connecticut for the capture of
shall ls c:llTied Oil chiefly at the month of the Connecticnt River and to the westward. The nck!
are in every respect similar to tho8e fi.>!wd 011 Vineyard Sound, amI it is therefore UDDeG688ary for
me to do ttlore than allude to them. Full inf(lt'ffiation on this; topiewiU be found in the c~aptel'on
the river fiaheriM of the Atlantic States.

0. TIlE POUN])-NIrJT PISHERIES OF NEW YORK.

I ..OC.A'l'ION A~--n IMPORTA}l<JE OF THE POUND·NET FISHERIES OF LONG ISLAND.-In New
York the pound fisheries arc confined to Long Island, and are not 80 extensively carried on as
formeds-. The height.of the prosperity of the fishery aooms to, have been reached tn1875. The
itln~tigationsof Mr. Fred.. Mather show that there ltI'tI net6 scattered along both shores of Lon!,
Island at considerable intervals. They are moved. quite frequently) to the elid that Iiloie.llsh ,may
btl taken.

The nets emplo;yed correspond to tlJoae in uaeiu Vineyard Bound. Some, howeveri. hav-e DO

"heart." but merely a funnel leading hlto the bowl, whiell t'nay be cirCllW -or square. Sl16h nets
a.re known in common parlance 8!il "tr3ps."AU the'neta havel~el'S. .. .... .

The :fish DtOilt BOught for are shad and stripedba8.s. Some of the tr'aPSar8eml'Ioyei1·i\lr th8
capture of the mt.ter species alone. A fe.w Spanish inackereI ue taken iii maD-1of.th6.~, .
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L1.ccvrdirJg to the illfol'lnatiull ohtaillml h,l' Mr. (r/lode from Captain Asbbr ill 1877, it 8Fpears

tbat cert~tiII pOIll'ldfl at. .Napeag·ue ill t87(j l~:Hl gLt nol hi lIg hut liquid. Each pOllml took an average

of 15 toIlfi, ever.y morIlillg during ~ix week~. This wa~ tlllrillg till' \a~t of May and through the
month of ,lUll e.

Between Oriellt amI OYOlter Ua,'y~ on the sound KhOl't·, tht' lhilll'rml'll aTt.' mOOltly tue frlTmers of

that dist.rict. To the eastward, ltnWl\Vf'r, llliUIY Ilet~ are f.lwlH'fl by lIUlJ.!'('sitlent citizens, who pur.

chase the fi~hillg privileges from the H;'.sident own;",)·8.

A bont Orit:'nt llntI some other regions t1.lt:' Ht'af',OIl !aHt~ from .May to OdnbN', but ill Flushing
Bay and ehJllw!..Jere, where the nets are onl:y f'mplo.yt\d for shad amI me.lllLadell, tlH~ -J}!';hiIlg time~

occur m.llJ' ill ,~pring.

New York markl:'t absorbs the greater portion of the llroducts of thl:' Long I<llltDd IJOund·nets.

The fish arc commonly ~ellt by rail in ice. ~lany meuhallCll arc used fur manure.
'l'he total catch of 11w pOIlIHl" in 1880 was lwt le"s than 1,5flli,OOO pounds.
Mr. Mather gives the folluwing interesting stath;ticfl of two pounll:; owned by Capt. Henry

Ballort, at East Marion, and regularly ill U8e for lJille )'earl!o. The OW.lICr shipped hi'" fish to New

York illaJ:ket in hoxes contaiIJil.lg 225 pound:,;. Hit:; sl.Jipll.l<lnts for nine years were the following:

01_ 0<11.

i Pound~.
1

140

2U
11.3 1 ;:"5, ~~I"","j.

Total _,. . ~ ~ -. __ -, I ~. -~ -_.. i---;:F't UW-·, i
,.__., ._~._.L.._ .. _, _._1_

i Teal'.

1---""'--"'"
l8.1... . ..... I
1~I2_. - - __ .

~~~:::::: '.:::::.:'j
])~·7.')_~_ ,~~ ••• ._ ••• ~

1l-:76_ •• - - ••• - - - - - - _\
1~77 ~. , . r, _ ~ . _ • ~ •• r. j
1~1~ ... : ... ", ... '.' ..... _..•.. ,

11:179.....••.•.... , .......• , •. )

Captain BaIlort bad kept lIO record of the ~t'paratf'. amount" (If YlUi01Il5 f\pceiC!'l tak/'ll, but
recollected the annual cat-ch of Sll,mi",}t mackerel t" l){j about M follows: 1871, «,000; 1872, 2,500;

1873,1,000; 1874...-'78,500; 1879,10 fi:;;h. He o;a.ys that in 1871 8pHUish tlHH'kel'd wer(~ pJellt~'.

The nlUnoor of pound-nets in use in .New York State in 1880 was 87, valued at $43,500.

10. PQUND·"N"tf\T FISHEHIE,S OF XBW JEltSEY AND DElunVARI~ I}AY.

We find the main body of ll'e fish~wieH occupying but two loealitit>R, lU\llI\~iy, t.he west shore of
.Nell' Y01·kHaroor to Sa-lId)' Hook, .a1Jd Dolawa,re B~:r betwf'('l} Cape :May amI Dyer's Creek. Some
Deu; are also set about Barnegat Inlt't: - .pouIld 1It't~ wen' intrmluced iuto :New Jersey ill 1855, but

did not come into gem:\ral use tm 1873. Iii. ... S79 there w('-re six il\'lnJHI.n~'tR lJetwoon Long nraneh

and SaudJT Hook, sto<.<,king an avcrngc of $10,000 ea~., Hnd deHrilig fu1J~" $7,000 upi<.'ce on 6.s1l

taken during thE! seaSOn. In 1880 there weTt:', el~,:';;:n., ;ll()Uud ·1It:'t", in the saw(\ sC(ltioll antI two

&maUe-r onet; ill Sandy Hook Bay. These ou.t;<.:l" po.und8a,,~ragetl about $8,000 eaclJ, and cleared

t5,OOO. The best one fitooktld about $12~O(jO. . . ·-;::f,~.

Th~.neta· employed in DehlW3:re Ba;y are peculiar itlbavi'i~~\womU1partmentM ill th~ bowl, Ol1~
. raffish, ll-Dd one for king.crabs. The king-crab compatUnC)1th~stakes at the hottom, n~tting' Dot

being imited to hold the.seaniwals. The Dther pounds »row tbe:~;muy type. These pounds are
..; ."

. ',0.";.
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milch inferior to tho-se at Sundy Hook. lJei\lg vulnml at on],\~ about $90 each. They Wel'e intro­
duced hero about 1870. On ac('ollut of Uw difficult.y of findiug a ma,rket for their catch the;y stock
un an averagH on]y about $400 it season.

The fishing season about Santl~· ITook extends frOID May to November if the weather pennits,
and in Delaware Bay from March 1 to the lllitldic of Junc.

The chief varieties of fish taken ure wl'.lldlgb, or Rl}l1eteilgue, Spanish mackerel, bntterfislt,
blne1isll, sheepsllead, bonitos, amI fUHHI. ]JJ ])e]nW1Wf' Ba,j', as T haY(>, just stated, great quantities

of king-crabs are ca.ught.
The financial arraIlgemeutOi presellt no I.'ro;pe'Cial peculiarities. The products of the netA go

Illaiul;y to New York amI Philadl"lphia. The pri~l~;; arc frequently ~o low that the fif!hctmen cannot

dispose of the fish to au,y fu]vantage, and ofton let them loose ill tLe water. This is more espe~

cially the case lWuthwa.rd.

The Humucr of nets in use ill the State in 1880 was tWl'nty-scvcn, valued at $10,800.
Regarding tlte introduction iif pOUlKl-1bIH'rics iUt11 :Xcw.JeT<'ey. lifr. Earll says tllat the flrst

pounds fished there were very ~mal1, amI were phwC'd al011g the inner shore of Sandy Hook. Tbe

same st..vle of pounds were It-lh,'d until allout 187~1, whim larger 01HJl'I wcre planed along the ocean
shore, and their import~ll1{'e in COllIledioll with the Spnui'lh maekcrel fishers was thell diseovered.

'l'he majority of the IJulckerel 'i!.'(mI'('(1 ahout Sandy Hook are now taken in tbis wax. One lmndred

fish in nnmber W<J,{ol e()llsidered an aVl'rage duily t~atcb for the fishing seUE\on of lR70, Hild 100 to
140 for 1880, though mudJ hll'ger catehes were occa~iollall'y8f'Cnrcrl. The best day's fishing for

a pound-net in that JOC1Llity OCt~llIT,:d in the summer of 1879 when Mr. Rohert l'otter took.3,500

pounds, ,alued at $700, at a single lift.

11. POUXD-:\ET li'ISI1ERIES 01" THE CUESAPBAKE BAY.

Between Kew Jersey and CI.H'~apeakf' Ihy thE.'re are no pound-net fisheries. In the lattilr

localit.y tIte fishfll'Y has been engaged in since 1858, ha'\"ing be(·n introduced from New Jerl:'ey in

tha.t yenr. ~lr. E:-ll'll, in his afJCOlmt of tIle SJlllui;;h mackerel fishede8 on a preceding page, says
that tbtl pound· net was intrOllnced into tlle Clw;;aJleakc ap;a.im:t the pr~judice'of the fishermen, but
has revolutioni7.<:Jd the fishc.ries of Virginja. Prior to 18jU tbe fiBhmie.8 of the region were of little
imporf,anc{l, being ('arrit~d on with ha.lld-liues amt drag·seiDel; for a few weeks in the spring a.nd fall l

while to~da.r the Ohesapeake is the cen tel' of one of the nJOklt important shore fisheries in the United

:-:ltates. TJle pouml·upt has llot Duly more thn,IJ doubled the catch of ordinary :th.1...,::;, :.mt it bas
Lrougbt to the uoticc of the f't8herIllCIl umn.y valul1hlt· spedes tlmt were prevc_.u~lyalmost unknown

to th(>ill. In 1880, 1l1Z pounds were fished in Virginia waterl;l, with t ......, others loeated at CriHfield,

Mar.yland, just above tIll) Virgiuia line.

In gelll'ral Jnn,ktJ·up the nf't employed in Ohesapeake B..loY corresponds closely to that in use in
Vineyard Sound. Eacb costs about $1,000, a ijecOIHl ~.,. ..>1' netting blling used when the first is taken

out to be ddell aud mpaU't'A"l. In the wa waterf-' of this region the netting cannot rema.iD down
more than two or tbree weeks '\\oithout'ously injnxcd.

The hauling of th(~ pounds is . ree or fonr men from a boat. .. When there is a.
large run of .. scrap fish," or \vb Tge, a signal is given and A flat boat or ,MOW ia
sent ont from the shore to rec It 18 taken to the point on tbe ontaideof the net,
and the wor:111es8 fishare- t as the marketable ones are 80rted -ol;lt. .Frequently

both boabl are loaded an4 d after reaching the 8hore.
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The a,-erage stock for marketable fish during the Reason for tbis loculit;y i8 about. $4-,200 per

net, the marine spedes named in order of yalu~ bdug' Spanish madwTt'l l tayloJ'fol, trout. sbeepshead,
porgi~8, and mixed fiflh. If the value be ncgl('cted, lmd the llumlwr (If indhiduals he cOliRidercd,

the order should be changed so RIO to read: Trout, tnylnn:, muekerel, mixed fish, porgies, and ;;heeps­
bead, with the addition of refuse fig}j, wllidJ aft' eitJwr tlll'(nrn away or u:;;('d for f('rtiHzing- purposes.

According to the best-informf'd fishermen, 1QO,000 trout, 40,000 blue-fish. locally lmown JlS

"taylors," 30,000 Spanish mackcre1, 10,(}()O mixed fil"h, ~UIOO porgies, and 1,000 sbelO'pshflad repre­
~nt the catch of the average pOTlDd for 1879. 'l'bEl mOllvy ,>alue of the (~atd.1 j~ di,>itle<1 among the

species 3S follows: Mackerel. 36 per cenL; tayJ(}r,~, 24. per cent.; trollt, 21 Jlf'T cent.; surepl'llwad,
6 pel" cent.; porgies, Q per cent.; mixed usb, 8 Jlt:"r eellt.

On the we~t shore of the Ohesapellkfl the pounds arc mnch sInaller and tlle catch is propor·
tioually less, while the fishing season ii'. alf;o difff'l'(,llt. TI~'r(l the llonllds at{' Pllt out in time for the
run of shad, which begins early ill :March awl e011tinu('fl, nntil th(~ laf;t of May. Aftt'r the shad

season is over many of the nets! Rre takt'll up. A lmDf:t l101Jl' l'('t!lttin down through t1J~ summ{lr,
though Ii Dumber are fished in the fall for tl'Out Dnd othf:'l' Slwcil'S. On thl' ('JJsfem ~hore the In.w

allows pounds to be fished only between the 2;jtb of .Tnne and tlle l~t of (lctobpr" dnring whiell time

they are lifted regu1arly every day when the wcather will permit.

12. POUND~NET FISHBIUES OP ALBl~MARL1<J SOUXD.

In Albe.marle Sound, the southern limit of tIle l'0l1IHl.Ut't fj"lu>ry, tllls branch of t1w indnstry

is not so important as some otherfl wllieh ar~ proRN:l1ted then'. Col. Marsl.mll l\kDcHlnld, who

visited this region in beha.If of thl' ~~'11f;1H', gat!H'rpd illformation 011 pOllnd {i;'hel'ie", and hm~ given

me a summary of his oM~.rvatioD8.

It appf'ars that pound-nets were introuu<'lco bere ill 1870 b:,' a GerUlII!], Mr. Het.trkk. wLw

still cont.rol:. Borne of the more importaIlt statiollR.. The nets 1.'ID1)]oyl'(] an' I'oimilar tv HH\ libol1.~

Island traps, but are BO constructed as to prtwcnt the es(\alw of th(> fi1:<1I. TII\'y llm loented almost

without exception at the bead of the <louud, on the north side.
Tbo fishing season la!>ts from the middl<~ of M[Hch to .June. Thil priueipal fiRh t;l,ken are whitt'!

perch, rockftsh, herring, and alewi\'N~. Considerahlf' nnmh/:>rR of !<IHld :Jre f1h;o takell.

The bnsinel!8 arrangements of tbe fi8beTuH~D ar{l SOlIlf'.,yh3t difl'('rt' lit, from tho"e of oth<.'1'

regions. USllally 86veraJ Det~ a,re ()wn{'d by a. Ringle man, who furlli~hl:f; the tll'ttillg' awl buys the

fish. The prodncts are flhipped to commission agents iu tbe principal cit i"r'l to wIlkl) t1eF fire

sent.
, At least half the products snpply the local dE'mand, the remainder being 81'111. to Xorfolk. Rick

mond, .Bnd .Baltimore,. from whieh points, of ('ours",; tht'y an' f1gl"lill distributed. The fish are
taken from the neta to Edenton in six or seven small sebooDt'fs and sloops of 11 to 15 tOUH burdell j

thence they are shipped t() the centers, fresh, in icc, ill boxf's of about 300 pound!> e:wh. 'l'lw majority

of the herriDg, howerer, are smoked or j( st.ruck," !lull sold to Ule farmers in tl1(\ immeuiatl' vicinity
of the fisheries. It is only in Bpring that, tbe Dsbel'Ulf'.n find it protltllule to 81.'11d t,heir herring fresh
to the larger marketB, PbiJade1pbia :md BaltimQre. In 1880 about 104 net!:'l were in use, worth l:.t

ana~.400.

A small number of brn&h weira are also in use iii the soand, but tbe fislu"'ry i8 not important
In 1880pound.net8 were introduced wto the Ogcecht'e River. Their uS('! is at present experi

mental. Two or three nets are 8-00 in use ill the Neuse River.
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