
F.-APPENDIX: OAPE COD FISHERMEN IN 1862; AUTOBIOG
RAPHY OF CAPT. N. E. ATWOOD.

ti6. PREE)[AN'S DESCRIP'tIOll OF CAPE COD FISHERMEN,

The following excellent sketch of the :fishermen of Oape Ood is from Freeman's History of
Cape Ood, pnbliBhed in 1862. It will apply all well to the men of the present da.y.

"Oape Ood haa, not inappropriately, bOOD called the 'Right Arm of Massachusetts.' Without
reference to the topographical outline, the designation is merited, if regard be had to the employ
ments, the nantic.al skill, the enterprising and hitherto morally npright character of its inhalJit~

ants; and it is doubtleSB to these considerations that reference was primarily intended in the
figure employed. The glory of the Cape, we unhesitatingly assert, witbont the pml!libilit,y of
('A)ntradiction, has been the character of the men who settled here and, through sUCOOBsive Kener·
ations, their numerous descenda-nts. We make this declaration ingenuously, unawed by the fear
of an accusation of self-laudation or egotism; for we speak of the community as a whole, not
gnoring the few anomalies tha.t might possibly be found, as among all people, to constitute the
exceptionB that prove the general rule; nor claiming for history the unfinished career of genera
tions now On the stage of a<ltiOD.

" The almost entire population of the Oape has been made up of those who were descendants
from the Puritalls, perpetnating their names and their virtues; and the races here are gtmerally

more purely English than in Qny other part of om land. The Oape has, at all times, furnished its
full proportion of enwrprise, talent, genius, learning; and the merit of her sona has been a.cknowl·
edged in all lands. The moral sense and general intelligence of the people, from the time of the
eBl'liest settlements, compare favotably with the inhabitants of any age, clime, or country.

"A large proportion of the male inhabitants ofthe Calle are, as is well known, early addicted
to the seas. This is~a neoe~B8ry incident of their locality. As seamen their !Urn, generally, is to
command; and perhaps no one portion of the globe. of siroHM' extent. has famished 80 many able
commanders of shillS. A vague impression, we are aware, bas lOIlg possessed a portioll of the
public mind, that a seafaring" life is not promotive of virtue; but, that the seamen of Oape Ood a.re

, as remarkably exempt from the vices and frailties of hnmanity as any class of people whatever,
challenges denial; and the apprehension to which we have adverted has, whether just or merely
imaginary, no wpport from what is observable here. Our Bea-men are generally, as before inti
mated, very soon commanderR of ships, rather than ordinary sailors j and such as have not arrived
Itt the distinction are, for the most part, employed in vessels under those commanders or engaged
in the fish£'ries. Their visits to all lands &nd their intercourse with the wide world give them
lBl'ge views that tend to the formation of a. liberal, manly, noble character. Even in their fishing
excursions they are, as it were, at home among their relatives and their early 888ociates; lUld when
returned to the land and under their own roofs-whatever privations they may have sllffered in
thA times of peril, or because of' national calamities, involving embargoes and wars-their dwellings
are pre-eminently abodes of comfort, llod exhibit the marks of healthy thrift ltlid enjoyment beyond
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the allotment to other sections of our country, so far as relates to the general and equable distri·
bution of the bountiel:l of a good Providence.

,. The :fishing vo:yages, it il:l admittlcd, are not alwuYl\ conducted without auxiliaries from abroad.
For many years there has been a disposition on the part of persons from the interior to !llace

themselves 011 board these vessels, to participate in the toils and advantages of these exCUreiOll8.
Bnt, after all, the home hands are the majority. Moreover, those from abroad who st.>ck a place On
board onr fishing vessels are in many instan ces agricul turi 8ts, mechanics, sometimes tradesmen,
and clergymen, whose health has required that tbey try the salubrious air and salutary eXl'rcise of
th~ 'Voyage for the restorati.on of wllClle£Ome a.nd vigorous. action of tli~ !'.}"Btem-an experiment
that seldom fuHs.

" The sweeping remark of Talle.;:rand, tlmt 'aU the qnalities, all tbe virtues, which are attached
to agriculture, are wantiug in the man who lives by tishiug,' has been readil,Y seized by many
winds (If superficial obsernltion, as if 'A gem oraculous on Aaron's breast1 or tongue of seer;; of
old infallible'; but let it be Lorue in miud that thol;e engaged ill fisheries from the Cape arc IUany
of them agriculturists, Thi8 community is very far from being made up of mere tishermen.
Unlike the ancien j, Tyrus, when ;u fulfillment of its ruin foretold it became •the destroyed in th e
midst of the sea, like tbe top of a rock, a lllace for the fishers to dry their lIets on,' the Cape

embraces an extent of territory without an overcrowded population, 8ufficielltly productiYe yet, if
not to sa:ve from famine the two old colonies of l'lymouth and Massaehu!'h;tts, to remunerate the
homely toils of a few practical husbandmen. Imleed, very few persoll5 in the eonnty are e:xcillsinly
fishermen; nor afe the CirCl1111st:mccs under which the fisheries are pro!lecutpd such as to stigma
tize any dass. Admit t.hat uuder certaill eircumstallces the exclusive vocation of fishing is not most

favorable to mental development, the remark would not, be applicable at all to the larger class
engaged upon the seas nnd in other employments, 1101' to the many occupied ill various pursuits.
Besides, the constant emigTutiQll indnC('d h.y that characteristic enterpril'c which leads so mallY to
seek wider fiehlfl of action, llnd which bus heell flopulating every part of our country ever !linea

the first Battlement of the Cape, leRns ample room, so that none are debarred for want of space
of the opportunity of associating with other chosen pursuits that of agritmlture, horticulture, or
kinl1l'ed avocationB. We readily eoncedc, however, that there is nothing necessarily enllOhling in
,ere fishing; indeed, we are constrained to acknowledge that there is always disccmable a marked
difference just in proportion to the degree in which certain fisheries engross the time of individuals
to the exclusion of a larger acquaintance with the world antI the neglect of hooks. Yet, this differ
cnce is not more apparent than in the influence of eoutinual application to other callings everywhere.
Lumbering, rafting, boating on canals, &c" are attended with similar results. "When the Dape

shall have become a community of .fishermen alone, we shall h8\"'e better opportunit.y of te5ting the
axiom of Talleyrand. The Cape Cod man loves his native home. 'Vherover he llIay be, whetlJer

in foreign climes, or buffeting the winds and plowiug the waves of the billowy deep i whetlJer
a merchant prince in some one of our large cities, or located on the fertile lands of somo new terri
tory; whether north, or south, Of east, or near the declining snn, his thougbts ever turD to hi!! plaee
of nativity with fond delight and peculiar yearning; Qnd he is prond to hail from this garden-spot
of creation-for such, to him, in an important sense, it appears, whatever iWIlressions oUlen'! may

have conceived of its sterility and stereot)'ped dullness.
"Of this parvenu aristocracy of some parts of our country at the present day, the Cape makes

no boast. It is plebeian, though it hall wealth, aDd that wealth liberally distribut~. What is else
where often Blere show and empty ostentation, is here, generally, substantial reality. A man's bliains
8ra not regarded Rl'I lodged in his purse; nor his character and claims a8 depending on the super·
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dlious devotion of sinister and false·hearted hangers-on. nor ,yet his principles a thing to be deter
Illim'd hy the fortuitous chances and mutations of events., Reiinement exists, without its sicken
ing afi'ectati~ns and diseased sensibilities; and intelligence, without attempt at the displa,y of the
transcendental, unreal, or impracticable. Common sellse-we Use the term in its good old import-
hus not so far become obsolete that it is is no longer destined to dwell among the denizens of the
Cape, a, fixed trait. Do we utter extravagances' Does our delineation of the character of the roMS
of the people seem to partake of a vain boa,sU Let tibe verdict of the whole world in regard to the
sons and daughters of Cape Cod be the decision of the lStme.

"The diffusion of education among all classes is proverbial. Une native·born who cannot read
and write as soon as seven years of age, would here be regarded as a phenomenon. And here we
are forcibly reminded of that peculiar trait in the early settlers of the colony forever worthy of
r..ommemoration-their appreciation of the general blessing of early edncation, and their untiring
eflorts to secnre it for posterity. The education of all was regarded by them as of primary impor,
tance to the well,being of the rising generationfl, the best good of the state, and the greatest hap,
piness of the human race; and to the furtherance of this end their best energies were directed. It
was truly fortunate for New Englund that so large a proportion of its first settlers were people of
intelligence and education; and it may well be a subject of devout gratitude to God at the present

day, as it is of admiration, that in circumsta.nces so nnpropitious to the support of schools, the
Hettlers just beginnin~ to plant themselves in a wilderness in the midst of many priva,tions;
obliged to fell the forests and erect for tbeir protection against the rigors of the climate such hab
itations as they might; compelled to cultivate the lands for their daily subsistence, and oft to de·
fend themselves against apprehended dangers from the aboriginal nw&-should, with so slender
means, have given so mnch thought to the snbject of education, and especially that their thoughts

should have been 80 directed to the education of the massca. It was not enough that they made it
a religiolls duty to instruct their offspring in the family, to enable them to read the Bible; they

roust hn,ve other and greater facilities-an educated ministry, educated office1'8 of atate, and
teachers thoroughly educated; and we hazard nothing in saying sacrifices Were endured and pains
taken to accomplish the noble end which are a monument of distinction to the praise of our fore
fathers, enduring as eternity.

"Never has there been a time in the history of this or any other conntry when ministers of the
gospel were generally-perhaps withont exception-better ,qualified by education and sound learn
ing to give impulse to such a movement, and never were a set of men more influential than the
ellJ'ly settlers; TIt:" was it the ministry alone, However much deference was paid to that class of
mell, the laity, wlJich embraced very many highlyedulllit(>M and a full proportion besides of tbo5C
who had a large share of (that to which we have already adverted, too generally at the present
day most uncommon kind of sense, called by a singular misnomer) commOn sense, bad minds of

large :views and well db;ciplined, nor did they fail to employ their efforts-happily in concert with
their religious teachers-in effecting what they conceived to lie at the foundation of good morsls,
good government, and the pnblic weal.

uPrivate schools were, indeed, necessarily the first resort; but the snbject of pnblio schools
was agitated from the very first. In 1663 the colony court' propoflC(1 to the several townships
within its jurisdiction, as a thing which ought to be taken into serious consideration, that some

coorse be taken in every town that there be a. schoolmaster set up to train children to reading &Dd

writing'; and in 1670 that which may be regarded as the very germ of our present truly noble
and ,J:tenefl.cent system of free sehools was enacted: A law freely granting' all such profLtB as
mayor "han accrue annnalis to the colony from :fishing with nets or seines at Cape (jo(l for
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mackerel, bass, or herring, to be improved for and towards <l free school in some town ill thi.i
jllrisdic~on, for the trainin~ up of ~'outh ill literature for the good and benefit of posterity.' That

school was established at PlymoutL j th(' fi('ut of gonrllment, and ~as supported six seUTS by the

Oape Cod fisheries j when, ill 1687, it 'was ordered,' U;}' tllP general court, 'that in whatever
township in this gov('I'HTllent, consisting of fifty fat:lilies or upwards, a meet pr'rSOIl may be
obtaiued to teach a grammar sellOol; lVlO iLat sueh township shan allow at h'3JSt £LJ to be raised

by a. rate on an the iuhabitants of s,LilJ towll; am] that t1l0"e who han' thp more immediate benefit

thereof, with what otllers lihall voluntarily give, shall make up the residue necessary to maintain
t,hf> same; and that thl\ proftts arising from tiw Cape fisht;rieK, heretofore mitered to maintain a

b'Tummar school in the colony, shall be tlistrilmted to such tOW1I8 atl ha,e SUell grammar schools,
1I0t exceeding £5 per allnum to allY one town, unless the court treasurer or others appointed to

manage that affair shall see good cause to add thereunto; and further, that eyer')' such town as

consists of seventy families and upwards, and has not u grammar school tlwreill, shall allow and

pay to the next town that has a gramwm· school the sum of £5, to be levied on the inhabitants
by rate, and gathered by constables of such towns by W3rrant from uu;y magistrate of this juris
diction.' This law wa,o; ilJ force until the union with the Massachusetts COIOlly, or until about

that time. The tlsheries were then made free to all persons, and other provisions for schools were

made.
"The attention of the community has ever thus been carefully directed to the euuse of educa

tion. The poor aud the rit~h have enjoyed the means of goot! education. Hence there are few in
New England (and, as we have suggesteu, it would be difficult to fiud at the present day allY adult

born on t.he Cape) who cannot at least read and write, with, in additioll, a competent knowledge ot

figures; whilst generally the opportunity has been afforded to Flccure that full amount of education

requisite to qualify for successful Imsines". In later years, the Cape has kept Ilace \vith the educa·
tional improvements of the age, and may point to ma.ny of its distinguished SOilS and :weompliHhml
daughters as proof that it halil llever been greatly dereliet in this duty.

"The inhabitants of the Cape are a religious people. The cntire freedom of religiouli opinion

claimed by them has led to It diversity of denomination, ill almost ever;}- village as well as town,
places of public worship being reared by differing sects. But it is here disreputable to have no
religious belief, and there are scarcel~' any to be found who do not give their support to some OIlt\

mode of religious worship and form of faith.
"We may add that health, that greatest of all mere earthly blessings, here wave!! lwl' waud

and crowns the votaries of frugality, industry, temperance, and virtue.-

ti6. AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF CAPT. NATHAllIEL E. ATWOOD, OF PROVINCETOWN, MASS.

The following sketch of the life of the veteran fisherman of Cape Cod is gi ...·en tn his own words

as told to members of the United State" FiBh Oommission in the summer of 187fl. It reyie~1I tLe

life of a man who began fishing ill 1816, at the age of nine years, and eontinued iu active service

in maIlY branches of the fisheries until 1866, wLen he became a fish-curer on shore. He said;
, My memory is prett;y good, and I know in what wa,y I have spent my life. I remember all

about my early voya,ges. I have looked over my notes, going ba-ek for several ;I'oors, so that I know
their dates precisely. I know every vessel I have been in and all their voyages from the beginning

until the time I quit iu 1866, thirteen years ago.
I was born in provincetown on the 13th of September, 1807. The first that I had anything

_._._----~---'-----------

• Free!nAn's Hist. of Cll.pe Cod, Bom.on, 1862, Vol. I, PP, 741-749.
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to do with tlH\ fisheries was when I was Dille years old. My father quit going to sea, and the next

Beason he was g-Ohlg" to take me ill the boat with him. That fall he, with Rome others, gO,t a catch

of :!50 barrels of l'.ea.herring; and he called me out. TIe got me in the night to g'0 with him in a

boat. I remember it ,cry well, although it was It great while ago, because the boat was nearlJ'
full of berriIIg', alld I undertook to row, and mall!"' a poor picr,e' of work of it. I remember the

herriIIg' quiddling arouml my legs. That is the first I had to (10 witll fishing.

The next spring I went, with one othell boy, with my father in a boat cod·fishing. We went

to Race Point, am} m;ed, as the sailors lSay, to carry our" g-ruh" out witb ns. Before Saturday

night we bad to COIlle in amI get a recruit. ~Te used a lnfl-strate boat a little smaller than a wbale

boat. The wha.l~·b(latrows wiUI fi,e oarlS, and these had four oars, and we used to call them fiv&

handNl boats. There were llix·Rtrake boats and seven-strake boats. TIlE'y were 18 feet keel, and

1 sllould think about 5 feet beam, with four thwarts. 'Ve !Sometimes used a small Rail, which we

made of 1l yards of top-gallant duck, ~ wide. The mast was about 12 feet long.

'Ve lllnded at the Race and llauled tbe boats up. 'Ve had little fish-hutf> there. Myfatber built
his but there, which was 6 feet by 8. IIe was 6 feet tall, ami bad a bertll across the end, and

could touch his bead at one end and his feet at the other. The but had a wooden chimney. \Ve

took sucb pro,isions as we could. Some fared betwr than otbers. \Ve were pretty poor. I came

from POYerty amI obMcurity. I suppose we wer.e there about two month" fishing- for oodfi..sh. Dur·
ing the season a man and a boy, a ;yoUIlgster like, would probably ayerage abont ~5 quintals to a

boat. 'l"bat is a fair average for the two months that we stoppeu there.

After tlds we came off here and Bet mackerclnets in the harbor, beginning about. the 20tll of
May to catch mackerel for sale frt'sh, TheRe were sent to I~o8ton market. ·After the mackerel

senson was o,er tbere was little doing here in the 8Ilmmr'r, tllrougb Jnl;\' and A,lg"nst, hut about
the mirldlp, of Septcmlwr the dogfi!:'lb strnck in on their WilY south. The dogfish werc Ilcre in tbe

spring', as th('~' piU~sed by tlle Cape, going' nortll, 1mt we didn't get llJan;r of them. 1Vo followed

fl!'lltiHg' for do;:li!'lh two months, from about the midule of September till the middle of November.
That was tIle best fi,<;Iling' of the season, as t10gfitih oil was worth about $10 a. barrel A man and

a ho~- would g-pt somc l5 barrels in that time. The.y were mostly females wIlen the~' carne in, but

the la!'t school in No,ember were about all males. 'fhe males generally had better livers than the

females.

When winter came tbe~' dropped me, as I was too Bmal1 to 1:'0 winter lilllling. Two men went

tog'{'thl'r in a boat cod-fil'.hing-. 'Vc didn't ha ..e any llallllock at tbat time. In 25 quintals of fish

we dilln't g-et more than 1 quintal of scale fill}l (haddock, hakp" and pnlllJc'k). The codfish were sold

by the IJnnure<l pcmDd~l from r,o cents to $1 perllumlrerl, while the baddock were always counted.
One bont would h8'\"(\ two harld(J(~k and another three, and perhaps two or three boats -would have

none. IJaddock, wei~hing four, fi,e, or six pounds, would sell for 15 or ~O cents. For mauy years

h lld clock were altogflther higher tban codfish, owing to their scarcity. This was in 1817. The busi

lless on tbe whole (luring the wiIlter hclIlcd them out cOD5iderably, becnuse tbere was nothing else

to do bere. Tbey nf;Cd clams in the winter altogether for bait. ]\101;t of tbem we dug in the

vicinity, at Ilouse Point. Aboot the first of Man:h tbe winter school of fish was o'\"er, February

being' the best month. Then very little was done in cod-fishing until herring made tbeir appear

anee, whicb came in geflf'rolly about tllO first of April, and when they caught this fresh bait, for

two or tbree days tbey would do pretty well. 'Ve used to catcb some few witb clams in March.

Now I bave told )"on about wbat we {lid tlJe first yt'..ar, llnd tbat is tbe character of tlJe fhibing

that wo followed right .straight along, although iOille who were able to build pollock seines were
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engaged in fisbing pollock. They caught them out at the 1{uce in the month of May, but we had
no BUch thing as a Beine. We fisbed every year just about the same from one ;year W another.

In 1818 I was eleven 'year", old. In November of that ~'eHr we moved to Long Point [lIld fisbed
from the shore there. Nobody lived there then. I went to school a little while when I wag over
here. but not much. I was in the fishing boat most of the time excepting a short. period in tue
winter.

In 1819 we carried on the fishery as in the two preceding years. Up to thia time I had staid
ashore, althongh I 110W felt anxious to go to sea, but my father thought I could do better to go ..vith
him in the boat and help bim. I said I wanted to go to sea, but he would not go to ship me, but
said I could go if I wanted to. There wu!'. then a vessel fitting out for Labrador, the Dexter,
Joseph Sawtell, rua!'.ter, and he wanted a cook. Father said r might go over and sLip with him.
I asked .40 for the run-that is, for the voyage. I finally traded with him for $37.00 to go to the
coast of Labrador as cook.

We sailed from Provincetown on the 6th of June. All but two of the crew belonged there.
There is one ma~ of them Iltilllivillg. The rest are dead. We went to the coast of Labrador, bnt, a.s
it happened, we were unfortunate in getting codfish, OUf men were not the 11('l;;t of fishermen, so
that we got a very small sbare. We carried, I think, 160 hogsheads of BaIt, and we brought back
about 30 hogsheads, and were 80 much short on the fare. I dOIJ't know uow how far we went
north. We went to what was familiarly known to us aR GrOBi'iWater Bay. Jt. i" not down Oil the
chart. On m:;aretW'n home I found that I had made more thaI} allY man on the vo:plge. Our
mode of fishing then was to let the vessel lie in the harbor and send the boats out. We at that
time had no vessel on the Grand Bank, and but two or three small vessels went to the Gulf of

Saint Lawrence fishing for mackerel. All our fisheries were at Labrador at that tine. 'VI'.'

carried foW' boats. We UBli'd one boat to get eapelin for bait. ·When fish wero plenty during tU(\

capelin school the bait boat would seldom go fishing. The fishing boats were baited out of hel'.

We had one of the crew to throat, one to head, one to split, and a salter in the hold of the vesse:,
salting tbe fish as they came down. On OUf arrival on the coast of Labrador few codfish were t~)

be caught until the capelin schools carne in, and t.hen the cod cllme in witl} the capelin scllools. The
capelin school lasted about three weeks. If you bad some salt when thc capelin school \tas over
yon might get some herring for bait and fish with thli'm. But we picked up fish very slowly after tbe
capelin went away. When the capelin came on the coast the first that arrived were males. You
can tell the male from the female by external signs, so as to distinguish the sexes )1f:'xfectly well,
When the males had been on the coast about a week, then came a mixture of females. The.\' look
very much like a smelt, and are 80ft and full of spawn. We did not use them for food. On an
average about one·tenth of the eapelin were females. When they had deposited their spawn tbe
males deposited their milt and made the whole water white. Then the females went off. Soon
after the fishing slacked off, and we used to say they were capelln sick.

On my retnrn from that voyage, having been absent sixt-een weeks and two days, I went to
Long Point and was very glad to see another house being erected close by my father's, so that wo
had two' families there in the following winter. In the"winter I went in the fishing boat, as I
was then old enough to stand the winter. The voyage of the Dexter was in the summer of 1820.

After fisbing through the antnmn and winter and in the shore fisheries the next spring, I !lhipped
for another Labrador voyage. My father shipped me on the schooner Favorite, Captain Paine.
We had ten shares in all, and I had three-fifths of a share. I thonght as I was thirteen ye~lrs old
1 would not like t.o go again as cook, and I shipped as a hand before the mast. One of the prin
cipal men had a brother about my age, and he was not willing that his brother should cook more
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than balf the time and wanted to make me cook balftbe time. I objected, but what was the Me'
I filially had to submit to it. 'Ve went early that spring, about the 10th of May, to the coast of

Ncwfoumlland. 'We fisbed witb clams on tite north shle, being ahead of the capelin school, in the
Straits of Belle Isle Hml at BODne RaJ'. WheD it came time to go porth to meet the capelin school
we left the NewfoumlIaud fisuing awl went to Gro:'1swater again, and fished ,in Indian Harbor on
the sonth Aille of GroAswater Bas. "~e then fi~hl'(l until we consumed our salt, with the exception

of a few hogsheads. "'e got a good fare of fish, about 1,200 quintals. Then we carne down into

the Straits of B",ll",. Isle and WPllt to a place called Pinwire, and there we waslled our fil5h out and
took tlJem ashore on the rocks to dry. 'We brought them home grcen the year hefore. We had
to tUrI! amI dry them on both sides, because we coultlll't dry them underueath. I think we staid
there about, four "\Teeks. We then took onr fish in and started for home. On our arrival home the

fi~1J were not dIJ' clioug-ll for markt't, nntl we went, to Gloucester and took our fish out and dried

the.m over again, alld then went to Boston for a market. :My share amounted to $83.00. I then
came IlOme in Octoher alitl engaged in the ghore fisher~: aod winter fishery, as in ~'ears before.

In 1820 we fitted out the first whaling vessels from Pro\·incetown. There were five that went

to the Azore,;; and about that region for sperm wbales. In 1:-;21 we had twelve ycssels from Prov

incetowli in the sperm-whale fisl.lCry. My father went as ship-keeper on one of the whalers, and

he made a pretty good voya-ge, 80 that he felt richer than ever before. III 1822 we fitted ont
eiglJtee:n. vessels, and I 8hipped in the brig Laurel, Cook, master. In the two yeUrli Imwious the
whalers, on an avera~e, ditl considerably uetter than the cod fishermen, and that was the reason

why the wlwlers iucreased 80 fast. We sailed on the 3d day of' April from this port, aDd went

60utl1'we8t out across the Gulf Stream. Un the morning of the sixth dar from home one man cried

out, I, Towno I" Thf',Y now say, "There she blows," when they Bee a ,rhule. I was below asleep,
and the noise on deck woke me. We lowered a boat and went out. There weN three or four or
half a dozen '\'\"1Iales together, but finally t.hey tricked us and got away alJd we went back to get

our breakfast. We saw in the evening a bunch of whales to the leeward, alJd we got out and
struck a tHUll-II one and heltI on to lier a short time, but she became loose. I saw, bowever, that

she was spoutiJ1g' blood and they didn't tbrow the harpoon again, but went to work lancing the
wball's, omI WI" ~OOtl batI seyen RpoUtillg blood, and gave them their death wounds very .soon. It
Boon bl~gnn to look squall.r, with hea\"y clouds in the west. The first whale died and the rest
moved slowly to the windward, but it blew so hea.y that we went back and took the first one

llboanl and cnt her in. It made but twelve barrels of oil. This was sOl1th of the Gulf Stream. I

coultl not say JURt what latitulle and longitude it WS8 in, but I think we may have been one-third
the "a~' to the Azores. 'Ve then run down, without 8eeing anything mOTe, hunting around until
we made the iAle of CorvOj and on the following day we went o\"l?r to the wpstern side ot' the islaud

of Terc~'ira. vte l'rui8Pd up and down the shore day in and £layout. We saw whales oncE', but

tbt>~· were g'oing- ,err fast. 'We cIJa8ed them until night, but lost them. 'That was the second

time we saw sperm wlmles. Afterwards, in cruising off to the ea,st Bide of Terceira, tbe wind

Clime on to blow hea,y from the northwest, and we went through the south side and anchored
between }lort au Pre and Port Angra. '1 think there were a dozen out of the eighteen of our 6eet
anchored tuere. There was a Portuguese boat co,me down from Allgnlo just to get a list of the

crews alld a bill of health. All had a bill of health. He boarded the schooner Nero, Oaptain

Miller, of Provincetown, and when lie came to call tbl;'. crew up to examine them one ma.n was below
sick in his bertll. He says, "I will take you up to Angra i" but tbe captain didn't like that.

Finally he hesitated some and said, "I think I better go up first and get orders." He went o1f, I
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think, two or three miles~ and when he got half way np there Oaptain Miller np 'With the sails and
went, off. The boat didn't come back.

The next da~' the wind moderated, and we all went out; but didl\'t get to the whalillg gronnd
uutiLjnt;t at night, The next morning tbet\~ wai> the Nero, with a great big whale alongside, and
they were cutting her in, We soon struck one. The whale made good pIa.;y (as the whtlIelllt'n
flay)~ and we soon kiHed Iter and took bel' alongside, She wade 28 b'HT61s. That is wl1at }

call a .small take. We then crujseQ tb8re soIDe tjmo longer, aDd our lwxt move was to go lIOI'ti},

passing the island of Corvo and Flores, about lu,titlHle 42. Ther""W(l crni~\~\l "i:s: w{'A;k8.. \VLeli

we had been out a week or t(m da'y8 it wat! vel'S -windy Qll(', mOl'ning, frOll! the ~()uthwest, alJd we

discove:r:e<1 n whalo coming 111) clo~e h> \1'0. Til\'. m111tain saidl "The wind is blowing 80 t.hat we will

not 10Wbl' down, but run her down.') ,Ye reefed the saUs and SOOD the whale went down. 'Ye

lUQked around another hour~ but didn't see her at all, At the end of that time we dilicoYered a

Whale as much as five or six miles to the north of us, and we 8tl'cwhcd on towarU8 it~ the \,,-ind
increasing ali the time. Before we got to /tim he went down. He spouted OOIDe forty times in forf.y

minutes, and then went down uud staid :lS long as that. Whetl we got to about where Wtl tbollgot
he WI;\1Jt down we luffed tl). Pretty Mmn h(J came up. We lowered tle hoots and got quitf-· near

niro, but he moved off falOter than we coO-ld. Tllat was all we ever got near to in all the six weeks.

TueD we wen t in to recruit, to get potatoes, onious, and other fresh vegetables. III tlJ e morning
the wind was from t\w, Dorthwe.i:\t, with a lightl Il.wderam breeze, WEl discoVerl'ld a whale a long
dh,tance ab.'i'..ad, We got our breakfast as the vessel was hooding along that way. Wo saw the
wbab wuen it went down, and we lowered our boats n.nd rowed out to about where we tbonght

the wbale disappeared. The captain said we better stop rowing, and we stoppoo. Pretty B{\Oll the

whale came up close to the mate's boat, and he pulled on and fal!,t~noo to it. It wa~ a mOllstrQUS
great whale. At that time we used wlmt we calloo " drogues." W (l took pieces of thick board about
15 illcbes sf.Jua.I'l.J~ the oo>U'di'. croMing Illich oth~r, with a aqu:tnl holli1 through them. Then we had

It Ilieoo {)f hard ~·ftOd with a -shoulder to it, Bud had ~ rope strapped to it, sa that whell we thre,,'
tbe bl1rpoou into the Whale, haVing a warp 6 or 8 fathows long~ if tbe whale took to l'tlDning ah&

would hitve thit:< (lrogue to tow through the water. "',.c worked on tha,t whale fot' an hour aml a half

Bond it, never went down. At the end of the hour llnd a half 'Nt;', had got in six- drogue irons. 'J'he
whale ran on the top of the water yt\l'~' SWiftly. We could not get near enough to the whale &0 that
we could bUl'titat all. W~ laucedit above th~ hump or behiud the abdominal cavity. .By and by

the whale wlmt down and took about 4W fathoms of line. We carried 220 fathoUls in each boat
and we had put the two together. r think we had 40 fathoms left, At this tilJIe the whale was
a good way£; off. Whenever we attempted to approach him he would sta,rt. He went down six or
seveo titu€s, and t1u~ last time the warp parted and he carricl ever~'thtvgwith him, and we never'
saw him again tm be was mile,s and miles a.way. If we had Dot put in the. droguc iroDs we might

have held him up alol\,gBide and killed hila. The next day we lauded at Pico to get some gru:pell

Sind figB. A.ll the wlJ.alc$ we got made about, forty barrels of oil. Tbat was all We flaw at the

Azores.
The captain thon eonooived the idea of stopping out over wintl;,r. Ai> the, other ,'e&,seJs were

cuming home, one spared us a.litt1e bread, another fi little meat, aud ao we .recruited out, of tho

other vessels. We left the Azores early ill September and went to the Cape de Verde Islands.

When we arrived there we had pretty good reports. W~ went down tQ the l1l1e of Sal, waich is 3

salt islaJld. There was llO very good ancuQrage there Oil IWf.)(llwt of there being $Ome sharp rook8
at we bottom, and we had hemp cables. During tb~ winter while .staying here we got our cables
chaSoo o1f,,*,,vel'Sl times. ,We remained here llutil the 10th of February. The wind wjIa blowing
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most of the time, the regular northwest trades. It finally blt\w so strong that we couldn't hold,

and we went into Madeira Bay and lay there two or three days at a time in the heavy wind. When

the wind subsitled we went out and worked off the windward of the islands. We went out, I think,
l'IOme time in December, and got off to the windward of the Isle of Sal, and one Sunuay morning
we were surrounded with whales. We were not ill the habit of whaling Sunday. 80me of the

crow were anxious to go out and SOme opposed it. Suffice to Bay the captain was opposed to

whaling Sunday and didn't go. TIut somo of t,hem swore a good deal that night. The caproin

said we were going to have a good spell of weather, and there were so man'y whales we could get
a good many.

The next morning we had splendid weather, but we never saw a whale all day. Then, Tues·
day morning we weN surrounded by whales. We were only a few miles to the northward of the

Isle of Sal. There was the biggest Hchool I ever saw. We lowered the boat early in the morning·
and went out a.nd fal:ltened to a whale. We soon killed it and took it alan gside and went to cutting
it in. The captaiu theu thought if more whales came along we would try to get another that

day. The one we took made 28 barrels. He sent mn aloft to look out. I was then a boy four.

teen years old. It was the fall before I was fifteen. I kept looking, and discovered, away to the

northward, whale SpOUUl. I sung out, "Towno!" TIle captain wanted to know where, and 1 told
him off the weather bow. He came up and saw them. He said, U Let me know when they go

down." I told him, and he saw what o'clock it was, and by and by he said, "Keep a sharp look·
out." Pretty soon I saw them coming up, about half a. mile awaY,and coming towards the vellsel

right at it. We then rowed out, and we had not boon out more than five minutes when 'p
came one, close to us. We let the boat run, keeping dose to them. There were about a dozen of

them. Just before we got to them one of them dropped his tail down and brought his head up tell
feet high antI hung tllere. Our boat-steerer w~ted to go ahead. He was a ;young man, and the
captain said he expooted to head the boat himself. But the young man said he wanted to go in

the head and to strike the whale.' He ilid so, and we shot up alongside of the whale and threw

the first harpoon. We have two; one called the preventer iron. He threw both of hi8 harpoons,
and thought the first one went into the whale some, but the second he knew didn't gq, in. The

whale went off about a hundred yards, and out came his harpoon, and away went the whales, and
tha.t was the last of them. The lll\xt tIa;y the wind began to breeze up. We were to the windward

of the islands when I discovered a bunch of whales to the east of us. I gave the alarm and we

stood towards them. We BOOn found thero was quite a number of them. We got wheN they were

and went out and fastened to one of them, a fifty-barrel whale. She made pretty good play, a.nd 1
don't remember whether they drogued her or noL I think they didn't put any drogue irons into
her; but we lanced her, and pretty soon she began to spout blood. I was in the mate's boat. We

didn't have a full crew. The captain said to the mate, "Yon beuer go aboard and unbend the

cables from the anchor and have it ready to put around this whale's flukes." ·We set about to go

aboard, and she went down as plump as she could. We bent on our warp after she went down

and had taken as much rope as she wanted. When she came up she didn't spout any blood at all.
We set out to go up and lance her, and as quick as we tried to do it she turned her head at us.

We couldn't get Il.n~' lance into that. The blubber is composed of what is called white·horse.

When we got near her she would turn her head around, throw ber jaw out, and come up at the
boat. We watched bel' and tried to get a (~hance at her. Then they threw a drogue iron right
into her breast, when she gave chase to us with her mouth open. We backed away, and didn't
know but we should be eaten up. Then ahe turned right around, and J tell yon she made the

splinters fly. She went off with the head. of the harpoon in her. We bad a 1Pll&1l sail, and just
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after dark we got aboard of the vessel and went into the barbor. There we lay about three days.

The lInt good spell of weather we went out again. We beat to the northward, when we saw

samet-bing black stretched alOIlg out there. We went to it and found it wa" this wbale. She had
been dead {(1m days, and had I:\welled up 80 much that she wal> aH high as the brig's rail. W(I

made fast to her and secured her, We ran down bJ ~he bend of the island, and before worning

we were at anchor in smooth water, The calltain said, "If we cnt this whale, as soon as we cut
into the case the oil will rUll Ollt. The only way we can do is to scuttle the head 011 the broad

side and then get in there and dip it out," We did so, and bailed ont ten barrel s of lil]uid oil. It
was limpid and clear. Tbeh we undertook to get off the blubber. This was a vers fat whale, aIllI

when we booked on to hoist np the blubber the oil would CODle dowll faster than an,Y railH;torm I
ever saw, We blocked up the scuppers as well as we could and dipped two 01' thnw bands off the

deck. After stripping it, we let the carcass go. We staid uutiJ the 10th of February. \Ve thell
ran down to Buena Vista. Then we went to Brava, southwest of the Cape de Verde Islands, and

then bore 01' to the West Indies and went to Martinique. There we found a bI'ig that belonge(l
to New Bedford, Captaiu Phillips. He was captain when there was no wlmle in sight, but Oaptain

",VarrCIl was captain when thero were whales. When we got to Martiniqutl we saw some whales.
We lowered a boat and went out and struck a whale-a humpback-and finan~' killed it aHd took

it alongside the vessel and cut her in. After we had cut up tbe whale we weut and auehore(l in
()lj(\ of the coves between SaiIlt Pierre and Port Royal, and thl'I'e we lay and tried it out, That
whale gate us :live barrels apiece, Then we started for home. On our voyage we bad {",ir weather
and were twent~· days from Martinique to Provincetown, an'iYing on the 27th day of March. We

sailed the 3d of April the year before, My share was $20. I wanted to go whaling again, but

fll,tller said, "You can't aflord to go," and that wound up my whaling. '
'l'lte 'whalers all broke down here then, There was one, Captain Soper, master of the Ardent,

who v,eut the next year and coming home he was capsized in a hurricane aud fonr of the crew wern

wUlo;hed off, The remainder staid on the brig, and five, after remaining on the wreck twenty-six
days, werc taken off alive and carried to England, The mate died, but Captaiu Soper and thre",

mell got home. All hM""e since diel1 except one; who iJ3 in Fernandina, Fla,

Then I had to go to sea somewhere, and I ~hiPI)ed in the !lchooner Favorite again, hut not with
the same captain. They generally hire as cheap as they can. Sometimes the parties who hire
crews give them their boots. I got $12 a month and one boot. She was a schooner of 80 tons,

Ite.uben R,yoar, master. I think we ca:"'ried 160 hogsheads of salt, and tha.t mnltiplied b:r eight

will give the bushels. We sailed from home about. the middle of May. We, proceeded first to the
northern coast of Newfoundland aud wade a stop at the Bay of hlands, where we commenced
fishing with clam bait. We carried the clams with U8. You see it was ahead of the capelhl achool.
After til>hiDg a week or ten days we then proceeded northward and arrived at Indian IIarhor, the

.:
other side of· Grosswater Bay. Soon after we arrived, the capelin came upon the coastl and we
wet nearly all our salt durint-: the capelin school, which lasted some three weeks. Hayillg 80m/.',

salt left we proceeded homeward, stopping at the Straits of Belle Isle at a place caned Henley's
Islands. The capelin were gone and we were compelled to fish with sand·eels or lants (Am1lWdytlJ~).

There we finished all our salt but a few bUlO-lIds, left the coast, and proceeded on our voyage home
ward. We arrived home about the 20th of St'ptember from the voyage, and the fish were brought

home in a greeu state. That ended my yoyage, I had (larned my $12 a month and a boot, and

got my discharge. Then I commenoed in the shore fisheries, fishing for dogfish and mackerel in
the fall and in the winter fishing for cod, That completed 1823.

AfWr fishing throngh the winter and spring I shipped again to go another new voyage in. the
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schooner Imlependence, of Boston, Capt. Lewis L. Smith. The crew consisted of Lewis L. Smith,

mlll5tcr; Daniel Smith, father to the captain, and Lewis and Daniel Smith were his sons. The

!\Ook wall Daniel, and that was his grandfather's name, and he was on board. Then there were
Atkins Smith, the captain's brother, and Job Hill, the captain's QI'othcr-in-law. Then there were

Ambrose Hill, Job's sun, and I. We sailed for the Gulf of Saint Lawrence on the 27th of April.
That was too early to get into the Gulf for ice. We first harbored in Barrington, near Cape Sable.

Then we lllade a move eastward and harbored in I.iscorob's Harbor. The next move we got to

Canso, where we rt\mained several da;ys. The northern part of the straits was filled with ice.
After some days of southerly wind, the ice drift.ed northward and we made auother move along,
harboring again at Port Hood, where we WMe detained a few days. We were bound for the Mag·

dalen Islands. 'Ve got about half-way, and had to come back on account of the ice. After a
few da,)'s tlw ico cleared so that we reached the Magdalen Islands and went into harbor. 'fhe

vessel Wl.'ut out into the gulf and bronght their fish to shore as soon as they got part of a faret

and they were cured by a Frenchman living on the island, who received 10 per cent. for curing them.
'We didn't fish any to speak of at Magdalen Island~, but we went over to Bank Bradley fishingt

also to .North Cape, Prince Edward Island. We didn't get more than two thirds of a cargo of fisb,

and when it came time to Mme home weleft the Gulf, notwithstanding some 40 hogsheads of salt

were not consumed. After taking the fish on board at Magdalen Islands the schooner sailed and
arrived home in the. latter part of September. When I left the vessel I engaged in the shore
fisheries through the autumn, winter, and following spring. This completes 1824.

The next spring I shipped in the schooner President, Ebenezer Atkins master. '1'hat schooner

was 84 tons, and carried 160 hogsheads of salt. During both of these voyages we fished wholly

with mackerel bait, and we could catch as many as we wanted. The mackerel were caught with jigs,

there being enough offal thrown oyer from the decks to keep the!? on the surface. We nearly
always took the spawn of codfish and used it for mackerel toll-bait to keep them at the surface.

We fished mostly on Bank Bradley, off North Cape, Prince Edward Island, and along the west

shore from Escuminac Point to Point Miscoll. We finished Our salt and then commenced our

bomeward passage, arriving home the latter part of September. When we were on the way home

I was looking out to see the barren and sterile sands of Cape Cod come into view. After al'riving
in Provincetown the fuh were washed out hy the crew and delivered to the owner for preparing for

market. I engaged in the shore fisher~' until the fish were ready for market, when I again joined

the vessel. After taking in the fish, we went to Boston for market. The cod-fishermen then went

up and tied alongside the Long Wharf. The dock came up to the Faneuil Hall building. Where
the Quincy Market building now stands, there was water when I first went to Boston. Wheu
I was on the Independence the vessel's jib-boom extended up to North street (Ann street it

was called then). Our vessels went npthere and hauled up ~ Long Wharf to wait for a.
huyer. They kept coming, one after another, until tbere was quite an 8wnmulation of vessels

there. The mea.t they ate was chiefly sheep, and they would buy them for 122 cents, but tuey
used to generalIs give about 25 cents. There was at that time tlonsiderable work for the crews in
unloading vessels while they were waiting for a pnrchaser to buy their fish. We sold the :lish for

$2 a quintal. I made $150.

I was engaged in the following year, dnring the spring, in fishing for codfish at Race Point.

In the winter the fishing was in Cape Cod Bay. I shipped then in a new schooner belonging to
Wellfleet, the Aurora, Capt. Freeman A. Baker, master. She was a vessel of 55 tons and was
built at Nowburyport. We engaged in the mackerel fishery on the New England coast from <Jape

Cod to Mouut Desert. On that voyage the vessel came over from Wellil.eet and took me aboard,
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also my hrotlH'r and another boy, and sailed t.he 29th day of June, 1826. On the fir!:t. £layout,
about sunset, we diseovere,d a school of mackerel. We luffed to, threw bail l and called the school

alongside, and got some 5 or 6 barrels. That is the first fishing that ever I made jigging. From
this we proceeded to Cashe's Ledge and in some two or three Wf'cks we got 150 barrels of mack"
ere1 ; after which the mackerel ceased biting, and there was ten days passed, and we 1Ie,erll:ot
but two barrels of mackerel cruising from OasLe's Ledge to \fount Desert j after which we fell in

with mackerel off Mount Desert and soon completed our cargo. We then proeeedcd for Boston.

We arrived in Boston the 2d day of Angnst. We were gone just liye wcelu'. ,Ye earrif'd

altogether butts, that is, molasses bogsheads, and a vessel of any great size would have four tierfl
of hogsheads. We took. those barrels on deck to strike the, mackerel in, to dres." them ill, and to
Iloak them in. We only carried twenty butts, and the remaining fish were sHlb,,1 alld barreled
just as they do now. We arrived in Boston a,nd packed onr mackerel onto We had 2:3R barrel!'.;

:38 of No.1, 23 of No.3, and 177 of No.2. These mackerel were sold for $4.25 for No.1, $3.:!5 for

No.2, find $2.25 for No.3. Inspection cost us 92 cents Jt barrel. The iUf\pector l!irf'(l the huttR,
After a day or two we packed out and the vessel came home. W c were in a hurry to get onL
The wind came on from the northeast and kept us ten day!!, after which the wind hauled to the
southward, when we left for the fishing ground. The wind cbanging to the eastward we bore up

for Cape Ann and remained in the harbor of Gloucester for a w(-'Ck; after which the wind

changed to the westward and we left the harbor. "ita arrived off 1Ilount Desert and it came on a
storm and we landed in Cranberry IslaD<ls. We had got 26 bUITel;;; in g-etting so far on our

vo)'age. After leaVing the harbor tbe next day we llroceeded eastward. The 11tb of Scptembrr
we got 38 wash barrels, the 12th we got 45, the 13th of September (which was my birthda,y) we

got 51, OIl th~ 14th we got 28, and the next day 24. The wind then came on from the eastwllrd

and we bore up and went to Cranberry Islands again, with 14.0 barrelR of mackerel. When the
weather became good again we went out and found plenty of mackerel, and completed our cargo.
We proceede(l to Boston, wbere we packed out 253 barrels. We had 177 barrels of No. 11 8 barrels

of No.3, and 68 barrels of No.2. As we were going into Boston we bailed a mackerel schooner

tbat was coming out, and they said that mackerel were worth $3, $4, and $5. Our skipper

remarked tbat if they kept as high as that he wouldn't ask any more. He would gt·t rich

enough. The crew made $105 to a share,
Then we made another trip, the third, fisbing between Cape Cod and Cape Ann, on what is

called Stellwagen Banks. During fall we got 225 barrels more that we panked. Abtmt 190 bar·

rels were No.1, and the rest No.2. The last da;'.' we were wide ofl' shore from Marblehead, on the

20th of November, and caught 20 wash barrels. Then It began to snow and we came into Boston
Harbor. The next morning there was ice over the w~h barrels. We went up then and quitted
tbe voyag£l. I made $200 for the three trips. That following winter and spring I engaged in the

shore :fishery..
Early in June I went to Boston and took the schooner J.lissouri,33 tons. She wasn't very

big. This w8;8 my first trip as -captain. Afoot fishing about a month for codfisb we abandoned
that and fitted for the mackerel fishery on the New England coast. We had two men l)N~ide my
self, and two small boys, and got about 200 barrels of mackerel dnring the seai'lon. ,,"~e closed up

our fishing about the middle of NO'lember. We jigged the mackerel and sometimes pickl'd np II

feW' barrels with a gaff. When we fitted in the fall I bought a quarter of the vessel, for which I

paid t100. The next spring I started codfisbing in our bay about Oape Cod. About the 1st of
May we left off fishing there and fitted for tbe Hnlf of Saint. LaWrtlllOO cod fls_ber.'". We c:lrrie{] 4!j

hogsheads of salt. I dOIl't know what time we left the Gulf. We wet all our salt. On our arriyal
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at Cape Canso we were short of provisiona, but I supposed we would not be mOI'e than a week, but

we were fifteen days, so we were half' starved when we got home. A.fter landing our fish we fitted

for the mackerel fishery, and I was employed in that until the middle of November, 1828. In the

winter 1 engaged in the winter fishing in the same vessel. We w~nt to the north shore off Lynn
nnd remained there six weekl:J. I made $12. We came home and the vessel was laid np until the

next scason.
By going four months out of the nine, exclusive of the winter, we obtained a bounty at the

rate of $4 a ton on the vesseFs measurement. ·"te comme-nced early in 1\1arcb and fished until
about the 1st of June for codfilih; after which we engaged in the mackerel fishery until Novem·
ber on the coast of Maine and Maflfmchnsctts. Then we went bounty catching about, a week or ten
days. We called it bounty catching because we shouldn't have gone if it hadn't been for the
bounty. After spending the winter at, home I was gtill in the Missouri, and in tIle spring engaged

ill the halibut ftsl.ters along tho l'lhores of Cape Cod and Nantucket Shoals. At that time it took
onl~' a small qnantity to glut the Boston market, with halibut. The most we got was 3 cents a
pouml. I haye carried 2,000 weight, and when I got to Boston would let them (the dealers) come
into the hold and pick out 1,000 weight which I would sell for half a cent a llound and throw the

rest o'erOoard. Some vesselR could'nt Ren their cargoes at all. The reason of this wail because

Boston was small in population. Ice never had been used for icing halibut; but was used only in
the city of Boston, and that WaR as far as they could be caITied without ice. Glollcester was uot
eng:lgfd in the halibut fishery at full time, so that we, particularly Wellfleet, supplied the Boston

market with halibut. The ha,libut season commenced ill March and lasted until July. 'Vhen
mackerel got fat there WWi nO sale for halibut.

Early in .Tune, 1830, we fitted for the mackerel fishery. We went first off about the Yicinity
of eashe's Ledge and fished from there to Mount Pleasant Rock. We got a trip of 100 barrels

and were absent four week". J think we made $30 to It share. There were three mell, including
myself, and two bop; on board. It was the custom of mackerel vcssela to carry stone ballast ill the

bottom and stow the barrel I" on the top of the stones. We threw out the stones and only took in

and hell(led np 12 barrels of stone, and stowed the yessal full of empt;r barrels and salt.

We sailed from Provincl'.t.own the ht day of August. On the following da.y, at 9 p. m.~ it com·
menced to blow a gale from the lJorthea8t. We were just near the western edge of George's Bank.
It blew so hani tbt> ,essel could hardl~' stand up, and layover on her side, and we were pretty

scared. The gale lUodmah'd, however, thi' next morning. When we had been ont a week we had 2g •
barrels. The vessels fittell out for short voyages, from one to six weeks. When we were out two
weeks we had 16 barrels. It looked pretty blue. One·third ofouf time was gone and we had caught
only 16 barrels. Vi/(' then ran ea F;tward down off the coast of Grand Manan, find when three weeks

were out we had 60 barrels. At'terw3TIls, for SOIDe tell dayH, we caught very few mackerel, and

proceeded westward. When off 1\1011l1t Desert hills, bearing about northwest, we fell in with

plf'flt;r of mackerel aud Jilled all ollr harN'ls. We ltrrivetl in Boston after an utlsence of about six
wc('ks, with 127t barrels. Wtl l.tadS:~ barrelA of 1\0. 1, aud the balanee No.2. There were only
about 2 barrels of No.3, and we didn't puc,k tbe~, but ke}Jt them for grind bait and toll ba,it. We

slmred clear $103. We got about 16.50 for No.1, and $5.50 for No.2. Our outfits were very

light, The Yeasel drew one·quarter.

We then fIBhed in MassacIJ usetts Ba;r between Cape Cod and Cape Ann and got abont 75 barrels,
which closed the rear's flsbil.lg, We thonght that was doing prett,y well, and the owner wanted

me to leave the vessel and take 11 larger one. He bonght a wonv ve8scl on the stocks for me, of 75
tonB, but be ha<l 110 written contract and the fellow hacked out beCIlUlW the price mist>d and
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wouldn't sell. I went to Boston in March, expecting to have that vessel. About the last of March
the s,choooer Mary arrived from the Wtlst Indies and I took her and fitted for the Grand Bank.
We sailed from here the 11th of April for the cod fishery. We depended at that time more lIar·
ticularly on mackerel fishing. All the Provincetown Bankers came in early so as to be ready for
the macker61 fishery. This was not the ease with Plymo.Ith and Marblehead, which were engaged
exclusively in the cod fishery. That April, May, June, and half of July were sIlent OIl the Banks
fishing for codfish, and OIl the return the vessels fitted for mookerel fishing, and in the full at the
close of the mackerel fishery they put in the remainder of the four months in cod fishing in order
to secure the bounty. We bad eight men and It cook, so that we fished half and half, having four
for a dre8s gang; one to throat, one to head, ODe to split, and one to sa-It. They e.:xchallged p!:u;es
every watch of two hours. The fishing wag all carriud on from the deck of the vessel. VI'e carried

salt clams for bait and generoUy took about 20 barrels. "tVe returned home about the middle of
July; after which we engaged in mackerel fishillg on thu CO&&t of New England from Cape Cod
to Mount Desert. During the summer we caught 400 barrels of mackerel. \Ve quit fishiIlg in the
early part of No\'ember, 1831, to make out the re8t of our time to obtain the bounty. We made
$163 to a share. We could live very well with a family then on that, jf the family walm't too hig.
I staid ashore that winter and didn't go fishil.lg.

Oil the 2d of February, 1832, I sailed for the 'Vest TndirAi as captain of the Mary, although
1 had never been engaged in the coasting lJ"J,de and knew nothing about it. \Ve were hound for
Ponce, Porto Rico. After landing the cargo we ell gaged a freigh t of molasses for New York. We
arrived there about the firat of April, and from there we went to Mllrfreesborongh, North Carolina,
in ballast, after a cargo of white-oak pipe RtaTes for Boston. We arrived in BOl'ton with our cargo
and then proceeded to l1t for the mackerel fishery. That Yf'ar the mackerel were poor and scarce
and we made a small voyage, only making $10 apiece. We left the veRse} in the fall.

In January, 1833, I had a new schooner (:alled the Carolhle. We loaded on the owu",r's
account and went to PUIlce again. After discharging' au. cargo we loaded wit.h sugar and molasses
for New York and returned without incident. Then we charwred to go to North Carolina and load
with red-oak hogshead staves for Falmonth, Jamaica. After discharging cargo we went up the
river to Tobasco, Mexico, in b~lla\lt and loaded lo~wood for New York. After having an ordinary
pas811ge to Xew York we took in ballast for Boston. This year it was so late that aU the good men
were employed, and I preferred to le:wc tbe vesl'w.l and go fishing with m;y brother, WIIO wat> then
on a cod·fishiIJg voyage. So I went with him mackerel fiAhing 00 the 8choOlll'f Nelson. We sailed

about the middle of July and elided ab£?ut the first of Novemller. We milde t120 to a share.
There were seven men in the crew, but tbree of them were hired. These were paid about $10 or
$12 a month. The owner want.cd me to take a schooner called the Lucretia, on shares, and go to
NoP1h Carolina and get freight, and I tool;: charge of her. She was a vessel of" 77 tons. I sailed

tbe 26th of Deoomber. I started to go to Ponce again with red·oak staves and cypress shingles,
and then I agreed to return witb a 'cargo of molasses for the same parties. I staid at Pooee
twenty-nine da;ys, and subseqnently loaded with molas!o1es and returned to Edenton, North Caro·
lina. On my return I received instnlCtions from my owne1'8 to purchaBl:l a cargo of rell·oak bogil-"
hMd staves, which I did, and returned to BostQll for the fishery. T gave up the vessel in Boston.

It was an unprofitable voyage. I lost m~' time and $50.
Then I shiPP(ld again with my brother to go mackerelillg on a l'lchooner called the Lucy .lIJau,

We bad five on shares Bud the rest were hired. After going out and spcndiIlg some thrue weeks,
[lnd being off U.le ooast of Grand Manan, my brother WflB taken ~;ek with f('ver and we brought
him home. We only got half a dozen b3ITels of Tnlwkere). On our arrival home 1 thell took
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eharw, of the vessel. First I went to Ohatham and found nothing, and then went into Massacbu·

fwttH nay alHl fisltedon Middle Bank, and ill about. three wtmkl! got a trip of HiO barrels. We
went into Doston and packed them out. lYe fi;,;hed a secund trip in the ba.y, between Cape Cod

alHl Cape Ann; lind c~ught ahout HjO barrels mor(~. At the end of the season, 1834, we hatllf'd the

VeSElell1p.
I saileu in the schooner ];ney ~lary on tlw 2Sth of April, 1835, for the Grand Dank, and was

nhRent 11 weeks and 3 days, ohtaining fiOO qnintal~ of .fist. TlIe Lucy ll1HTy measured 1)9 tons O.

1\1. (about 38 S. ~L) We carried three share~lllen,afl(l three men and a cook, hirel] at a cheap rate,

aud madp $200 to II f;hare, On onr retnl'll we lauded our fish, which could llOt he CUI'E'd at that,
timp of year, llalted them in kenchell, awl put them ill the ~tOT(\ to wait for cold weather. After
thif; Wl' fit.tpd for mackerel fishing' In the Gulf of Saint LU'I'I"rence, We shipped Olle more sllfln~f;

Ulan amI 8ailed Angust, 2, fished for a wldle about the Magdalen Islands, and returned home about

the miJdIe of October witll 180 harrd" of mackerel. .,Ye fished for the rest of the season for cod

and lllnd>.erel in Ml18saehuf;f'tts Bay, making $220 after the, 2d of August. Aft.er the e!HI of the
Bcason we carried onr codfish and 1Il1l(;kerl'] to Boston a,nd soW them, the {'outish selling for $2.7!J,

the m:Lckf'rel for $7 and $8. I spent tlLe winter at home. I didn't feel like g-oing fh;ldug, and

wcnt to building dories, whicb, at this time, were just corning' into use. (See account of dory 1msi
llCSS el;.;ewhere.)

In l8.1G I was still in the T,jwy lIlar:.', my brother, John Atwood, masror, awl we started in

the "pring fol' the Grand Dank. We sailed tll(' last of April, and after a short. passag'e of six
daSf:i anchored on t.l18 Grllml Bank. In the first two or thl'l'e weeks we caug-llt hetwcen 4:000 and

5,000 lisll. Then it came on to bID>;". heavy from the north amI northeast. "Ye were at an anchor,

and aR many a~ twellty vcssel~-8ql1are-riggedFrench brig-s and American scbooners, all catching

i<ome fish-were around us. The blow lasted nine days, and when it was over there W<l" not a
ve"'sel in sight, all having drifted away or heen obliged to change their berths. The wind brougbt
dowlI bundrel1... of gn'at icebergs, wl.Jich were floating all around us. We got our anchor and ran

for the eastern end of the Bank, but we ruet a vessel whiclt said that it was full of ice t.here, so we

ran to thc nort.h, and there, Oll the edge of the Bank, between latitude 450 and 46°, through the

wl101e voyage. when it was dear, we could see twenty icebergs or more floating all around us. We
were frig;ht{\nml almost to death all tht> time, particularly when tIle fog shnt down thick, but none

of t.hem came foul of UE!. The ice was there as long as we were. When we got home we bad been

gone eleven WI'ckg and three days, and had on board 572 quintals of fish. This year my brother

and I had fitted the ,,"Cf;sel awl hired the wbolc crew, P?sing $18 apiece a month for three men,
$16 for onr, ana $8 for It cook. We macll' '4(;0 to R 8h~tl'(\. 011 o.m arrival llOme we discharged
all out' crew, and my brother and I landed all our fish ourselves and pnt t.hem in salt. Then we

got on board the salt and the barrels and ever3·thing for the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. We sailed

on the 1st of Augnst, and on our arrh'il] we could not hear of any mackerel being caught. We spoke

vessels from Bank Brailley and Prince Edward's Island and Gaspe, but they all said there was no

fishing, Sow/' bore up awl weut to the Magdalens. ""hen we got tbere we found that they bad
been catching mookerel the da,\' hefore off Black Laud, near Tantellore, off tho northwest coast.
So the next day we 'Vtmt down there. Wefound notlliIlg till we got w the east end, and there we

caught a few. 1'he wind blew up to the nort.hwest heavy and drove U8 around to the west of the

if;land, where we ancllOred under the lee. The next day the weather moderated, and then we could

get no mackerei at all. Then we bore up and went to Newfoundland. 'We went as far as Port
an Port, and never caught a mackerel-not a mackerel. 'l'hen we went back to the Magdalena

ll~ quick as W(\ couM get ba<lk, and fislled there for f,he reRt of the voyage. We retnrned home
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ltuout the 10lh of Novemuer, anti pu':ked our mackcrol-l0~ barrels of No.1 and 33 of No.2.

After packilJg tbe llla{'ken~1 out we took tbem in and carried them to Boston. Tlwy we,re thcll
worth $7.31 and $8.31. 'We concluded not to sell, and brought them home, and laid up the n,s~e1

alongside the wharf to wait for them to raise. In February we went np to Boston, I think, again,

alld the:r ]l(ld raiRed $1 a barrel, so we made $225 b3' kCf'ping tbem. I<'rom this trip we netted
$430 to a share, or $890 for the whole voyage. This was a big ~-ear for us.

In the spring of 1837 the owner of our ,essel 80ld out to go iuto tbe commission busiuess. lIe

had a large packet called the Tarn O'8baotor, a brig; and when we were in Boston to sell our
mac'kere:l in February he ailked me to hll,e cbarge of her. S(l 1 BhipIled in the brig, and carne
down home to get my clothes. The first voyage was to Savannah, with an assorted cargo. I
hired at $50 a month. 'Ve left tbe 27th of March, aull returned to BostOIl with a cargo of eotton,

This was the time of the panic, aull we could get 110 freight, 80 we ch~rtered to go to St

Thomas to look for freight there. There was no freight then', so we went to the island of HOllain'
and loaded with salt for Boston, We loudl'd deep and came out through the Mona pass~g('. The
next day came a hurricane. "'~hat a time that was! It h10\\'cl1 away my sails, split off senTI

stanc1lions, water-ways, antI the bulwarks, and it was all \It) could uo to keep her afloat. She was

leaking haul;r, and the crew could not leaye the pumps. I lost my mainsail, anti had to lie to

under a close-reefed foresail. Then it died away a fiat calm and held calm six dars. Theu it
brcl'zed up fair, and we came up to Boston. Wl~ left home carly in September. TIle brig was
IJext chartered ttl go to Port au Prince. Y.y folks would not let me go, because it was sickl~'

there, and I engaged for the rest of tIle fall in fishing for dogfish and mackerel, anll that winter I

"ent winter .fishing until .March, 1838, at wllich time we had got into tlJe habit of going fi8uin,(i

in dories.
III 1838 my brother John and I bought a piJlk-stern boat of 4G tons, called the Orlando. She

was an old cheap thing, but we tbought i>be would do to llUttel' around thl' shore in. So we let

our schooner out to go to the Grand BanI,. 'Vo fisued around the shores of Cape Cod and on
Nantucket Shoals for cod and halibut, and carried them to market. Theil ill May, wben til('

dogfish began to trouble IlB, we came inshore to &11 for mack('rel, wLkh werc ph'nty along tht'
Truro shore. WOe fisbod nntil JUDfI, and tUt'1l went to the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. Our snil~

were so poor we tlid ]Jot sf-a,y tltere lOIlg, nnd we got uilly about 20 barrels. '''e returned home,
and fished along onr bay for the balance of the fall. Tllllt winter I didn't. go fishing. I ditlll'(

fed very well, for I had hurt my knee in the summer. The folks over on the Point had got. disap
pointed in their schoolteacher, so they got me to teach. school, and] got ~ick elJough of it. I Ila(l

about thirty scholars.
In the spring of 1839 we got another lli(lll to take the OrlfI.1lUO, and I took the I.,uey Mary :md

went to the Grand Bank with one sharesman amI a cheap ITew. I diull't go wry ('arly, fOT I ftshctl

on the backl5ide of Cape Cod the firl5t part of the season, and sailed for the Grand Bank about the

6th of June, returning about the middle of Septemher. That 'iUS one of the yem's when macke!'el
were scarce. As the prospect looked 80 bad for mackerel we concluded to wash out tho fish and la~·

up tlle vessel. So John and I cured up the fisll. We couitI do better at that thnn to bire them cured
and go mackereling. When we ll.rriycd home with 557 quintals, fhlh Wl're worth a good price, $3.50

a quintal, but when we got ours curet! they had fallen to $2.50. 'Ye concluded we wouldn't sell
them, but keep them until spring. In Fl'bruary, 1839, we took the I-,ucy Mary and went fi~hillg

for halibut in the gully between the r~lll'e owl the middle groum];.; at a depth of 2{) to 30 filUlom8_
Vi,Tc fisbed there in the spring, and tbl)n went tlown th,~ ba.ek!'.iM, (If the,Cal\e n,fter halibut. atvl ood.
After the season was over I took in my fil;1h find carried tlJcm to Uoston~ :lnd cOlll<1 !lanlly sell

SEC lV--ll
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them at all. 1 :sold 3011 quintals at $:! it quintal to olle dealer ill .Albau~', and anotber Alball,Y
man took half the rest on condition that I would ship the remaimler, which I did, and got $1.71 a
quintal for them, So OIl that Grand Bank vo,yagt:) I made only $50.

In lS-!O maekm'd were extremely scarce. People who had bBcn whaling at the Azores said
that UPy were plenty tllere, and large ones, so I conceived the idea of going to the Azores ill

s(\arch of lll:wkNcl. \\Te fitted out. the vessel amI I went there with a crew of fhe nl{'n, all

sharesmen. \Yl' fouml no wackerel there, but a sort of houlto, probuilly the A 11.1:'(8 rOdi! i, 0;0 Tgot

home a,~ quid: as I could. So we hauled up until winter and then We fiched in thl' gllll.)' for

halibut, Only one otller yt1"8']1, tbe Adriau, was fishing there, ami we did vcry well, 'Ye hilll

the monopoly of the Boston lllluket, for at that t.ime the Gloucester \'('!ssels did not begin the

lJalibut fishery until tlw ht of !IIarch. Sometimes we got 10 cents a. pound for tile fish.

In 1841 T was still ill tlH' Lucy Mary, anll in the Io1pring we went off )fonoIlloy aud Chatham

ano fislH~d tin' slJad. Thif; ,,[Us a new kiuli of flshery. Yean; bdilre, when I used to go there for
baH, I saw a mall eatdliug sJll},(I, bnt could get no information from him, mul it was evident that

he tried to Il(' shS. III 1840 we 1lIlstrtlsteu they were catching llhad there, amI two or thn'c vessels
went down there from l~rovincetowlI, llud Jish~d with otllers f!'Olll Chatbam and got a good many.

In ::.841 great preparations were made for catehing Shad, and ,eiSsels went there from Connecticut,
Rhode Island, amI all around. A petition was sent to the legislature to llrenmt out States folks
from fishing. Tlw law passeo, but the fishermen came nevertbeless. The lnw must have scared
the shad away, for nOlle came there that ;year, "Te found no shad at MonomoY1so we wcnt over
to Nantucket, We got a f(~w in the l;0urse of onr absence of tllfee or four weeks, or we should

llave maue a broken voyage. The Luc;y Mars was high boat, for we "entured out in rougher
weath~l' than the other~. 'Ve had fOllr boats and eigllt men, and llllllJe about $60 to [L share, m;y
brother llnd 1. Sball w{'rc \yortl} about $7 a barrel, and weig'hed 3 or 4 ponnds each. Th(\y
('(tme late in l\Ia;y awl earl.y J unc, aod were hot there more than a fortnight. When fisiling for

them we wcut Ollt in small boats and drifted, eacb boat carr;ying' abont 800 yards of gill-net,

which we made ourHel\'('8 on lmrposc. The year befure twerybouj' lUld llone well. After the shad

had left we returner: and engaged in the mackerel fishing. This ;year, before, the nets were set,
ruacl.erel hall lfOl'1l ~eetl outtlide tIle calif', amI we condudell to uriJ't for them as we bad for Rllad, and

made a gooll tllillg of it. "'e IlRed comDlon Illal~kerel nets, eaeh boat "etting ten nets Qf GO yards
cacho Vle uRed to put them oyer and let them drift all night, aIHI ill doing tbis we fOlllld an eyer·

lasting sight of wbiting, which werc very troublesome. lVe sometimes bad to draw ill our netl'l

for fear that we 811011111 catch so many whiting we eouhln't h:tul them (Jut tIl(J next day. 'Ye used
to get tOIl.!! and tOllS of them. TLJey bad alwa;rs heen phmty allli fltait:l until tue bluefish tipped

them out. We malle perhaps 8tOO in maekerel netting1sending them to Boston fresh, and pa'j'ing

a quarter for carrJing them. After the spring maCKerel net·fishing was over, we fitted the I,ues
Mary for the Gnlf' of Saint IJuwrence. 'We shipped a crcw uf SeYCUlnl:'n, ull sharesmen. This Will'!

Olle of the awful scarce ~'ellrs for mackerel, llud o[ll~' 55,000 barrels were packed in the whole State.

We wcut direct to tIle Magdalen Islanus, tisued dOWll to the eastero end and staW theJ'C :tnd kept
eatcbiug a few On the leuges. They were good mackerel what we did catch. We kept hearing

from tIle west shore of the gulf that there were no mackerel there. We staid until October and
then came Ollt with 100 barrels. That was as 'o'I"eli as we could have done at anytbing, for mack,

{'reI \'rere considerable high. We got a good price and made about *100 apiece. In the willtel

we ....cnt haJibuting llgaill.

In 1843 I got a lett~r from Dr. D. H. Storer, of Boston, sQsing that be was preparing a bool.
Oil the fisberies of Massachusetts, and asking about, tbe torpedo, which he bad beard occurred 011
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uur siwrm;. 1 kuew all auout it. I Sl.ll'pOSeu, hUYillg-becn a fislwrlU311 so long, I kllCW a gOiJU Jeal.

IIe w::m a doctor of pll,rl'ic, aJl(l I thought I wouhl aid him WitllOut any pecuniary pay, and lJ~

llcccJlh~d. After I had :lll.~weretl quc8tiollf; about tbirty-two kinds of nsh be sent me his report,
aud said that was all they klle\\- about fh,L alit! anything I could do would be important. I looked
ov('1' it aud fOl1lHl t.hat I could do a guml doal, and tLis wal'; tLc begiuuing of my acquaintance with

~l:i(,lltific lIIen.

III 1St2 1 was fishing for halilmt. amI eod on the backside of the cape, but left off soon cnough

to go shatldillg agaiIl, a sccond tiIllC, ill 1I101l01l1OS, from the last of May to the 20th of June. ,,'to
lwd OUl' lIds alread.r IlHll.le and couM go without. Ally additional cost of outfit. \Ve were Ullsnc

('e8sfnl and made only about $~O to a man, the cww eom:isting of eight men. There were l)robahl~·

fifty sail of yessels oft' CllUtham fishing for SbiHl. After tbis was OHJr w(\ commenced mackerel

dragging in the bar, and continued it Ulltil the middle of J'uly. Then we fitted for the (,ulf of

Saint La"\\Tence, sailing the lattnr part of ,1uly. 'VI'c 11...Led altogetllCr at the Magdalew:< awl got
Duly GO bane]",; but this was II good s]l:1re comparcll with otlJer yessels. There were yt:'l'r ft,W

I'l'OYilJCetowll Yei'l"el" in the lllllckere.J fiOi1ter~· tlmt .year, tlll:';y being clJgagcd mainl;\-' in the cod aIH]

whalt' fb,b{>rr. There were a few from Cape AIl1l ill tbe gulf wilh us. We returned home late ill

the fall, and our profits were wry small.

In the winter, from the ]st of February, 184~IJ to l\htr, we fished ns usua.l in tbe gully for
halibut, and went to BostolJ eight or nine tilllCS, SOllJetinH;.., eauyiIlg' 0,000 or G,OOO pounds of 1:i1"h
flometime;; not mow than 2,000. A bout this ;'o'ca1' we begnn setting trawls for baJiliut, as has been
tle;;erihed dscwll{)l'(\. Defore. we h{'gall trawling' WI) cardl'd ten dories amI de,ell mel), one lllall

r;t:lyillg Of) hoard while m-er.\' otller Olle of the crew took a dory and went out to fish with hand-lint'S

at yarious points withilJ sight of the 'C!'\sd. Aftt'r tmwling lNg-ail we carried onl,Y fiH~ dories and
8('llt two llJell out ill \!3ch of them. 'YIH'll Wl:! first began fi~lJing for halibut in the gull,}' the fish

would weigh on an ayemg\l about ];lJ pOUlJlls. 'fhis was in 1838; but flfter we had fished there

three 01' four J'ears theX diull't :nerngp more tLan 7:; pounds. 'Ve used haddoek foI' bait. Afh'!J'

we got tlJroug'h Imlibut fishing tile-rc was no ellcollrap;cmcllt to fit for IIlflekereJing. OUI' Hssel

WfIg old and 'Would llot I'<l~' for r('pairil.lg, so 1 wellt to Saillt Pierre :md 801d her to the French for

$600. I ballasted lwr with hrie-h, which alOio brought a good pricf'. That woulld up the old Lne~·

Murr·
In the spring of 1844 I commenced 10 fish ill a little old sloop which Illy brotlJel' bad bought.

l! wasn't good for anything, aTld was called the Mars. 'We had a errw of two men and a boy.

'Ye fished on what we called )fill Ledge, Dot more tban II mile from IIighlulId light, in from 1-1 to

2:; fatLollls of water. 'We caug-ht about 500 or GOO weight the f1rst day out, llntl as we couMn't get

them into the well ali\'c we struck them witb a club as big iJl'Ollllll itS m;r al'll17 alld thcI! pnt tlWlll

into the well dead. The wiud SJlI'IIllg up IUld lhl' llt'xt illoming it. was still blowing fresh. 'Ve
startcdto llUU1 our dead halibut np to tlH'8S them whell to our l'illlllrise neQ' one of them was

aUn! 'Ye hit them as hard as we could. On this trip we made $100 to a ~bal'(:.

After the spring fishiIlg was 0\'01' we tl)(~Jl engagell in the mackerel Ilet fishery for the season.

The maekmd came in here to spawn the latter part of Mny anll throngh the, month of ,Tune. W'e

didu't use thl' gloop in this ftshery, but bad a boat.
Tlm plaice, Plat~J8sa oblOrlya, of Storer, was extl'emel,\' ahuuduut here then. At tLat time thore

were a great many squid, aUfl the plai.:.:e ff'(lon them. '\Ve caught, 2,000 plaice iJl one afternoon,

'Ve sold them ill Bos,ton for turbot. Here and tilerc we could fiml a marketmll.u who wouM buy
150 Or' 200 pounds, but gcncrnll~· 1Iwre was no demand for UH!U1. So we g-ayc them ~1,W<I;Y ,er;r

f'rpqnenUs. After we w(mt two or Ihl'(,(, timc~ to Boston ~\'ith lJl11iee we fonnd it wonltln't PUJ at
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all. 'Yo could c,ttch enough, hut couldn't find a market for them. \Vhell bluefish came they

heC:1lUH very 8CUI'Ct',

After we got through cllrrying plaice to Boston we well t out in tbe ua,y and fished for cod and
ha].;t·, awl whatever we could eatell, Ulltil auont tbe 1st of September, We didn't likll the sloop
W'T~- wdl. We got tired of lJlllHlIing. Heariug of a o;loolJ for sale at New London I wcnt thero
and bonght the smnck ,r. Saw~-er, 33 tOllS. After hu.ying that smack we brought her around in

the fall of 1844, and conulIcnceu flsbing in her, IIml fh,Ited into 1845~ Tho 1st of January we were

fishing fol' cOtlfish. "'e h::uI a Cfew of five men and carried fonr dories. The men wcrc aU on
shares. We fbht,tl for co<1 in our bay and on "Mid Bay Ledge, 7 miles from lJere towards Sand·
wicb, the first of the winter and into January, 1845. Subsequently the fish left the ledge and we

went ont into tleclwr \Va tel' off Race Point,. After :fishing till spring, about the 1st of April we

went on to XnlltIH:kl't Shoals with that smack for halihut, and I t,hin\: we stocked about $400

while we were then'. 'Ye went four trip!;:, about fixe weeks altogether.

Then we stopped at Lome to engage in the mackerel llet :fishery, and let our smack out to a
Illall who carried the fh;h to Boston markf.!t fre~h am] got a qU:l.rter for carrying them. 'Ve :fished

in our boats ill Oill" hay, dliftillg for mackerel.

After that lIJael,erd S{'USOIJ was over there was no prospect of doiug llluc·h bere and we carne

to the couclu::.;ion to go dowll to the coast of Maine. ,Ve went to Monhegan, and tIte fishermen
there !laid we coultlu't 0:1 teL mackerel in 1]('[8 j but we wellt ont in our (Jories and set our nets in
t.he night. \\'t,;were gone from borne fonr weeks and made $90 to a sb arc. We thongh t that was

doing pretty well uml wellt down aga!n, but the next time there were so many sharks that we

conldn't do III neb am] ClI lJJC llOme. The sharks would get ill amI tear the ncb:.

After retll1'lling home ill tLe fall we set nets in our bay. ~VC set them in the night l1ud would
draw tbcm in the morning if the weather would permit. We :fished in this way till about the
middle of NOYCJllu('-l' and then fitted out fnr winter fishing' in Cape. Cod Bay. We; fished for

codfish in the bay allli earrie[l them alh"e to Boston market. In the spring of 1846 we f'ugaged in

halibut fiS!Jillg as tIlt) ;year before. Then we let ant our smack for a man to go in her to run

mackerel willIe we fi;;iled for t.llem in tIle bay. Then, after we got throngh with that, which might

00 about tlle 1st of Ju1'y, we went to l\Ionhegan as the year before. Several others went that
year. 'Ye didlJ't do llIueh. Returning home we fished with mackerel nets (gill-nets) bere in the

fall, until allout the middle of November, WIH'fl we commenced winter fishing a.gain. (See Storer,

'Fishes of llassaehusetts, pp. 58-174).

During the winter we lmd carried to BOlSton 3,999 cod, which weighed 51,263 poullds, and we
stocked $734.18. In the spring we caugbt 2,205 cod and stocked $240.43.

We went cod-fislJing jn tbe winter nntil 1Io1a;r 8, 1847. Tben we went dragging for mackerel.

This year we conclmled not to go to l\fonhcgall, 1'10 two of us took the smack and took two loads of

lobl\ters to New York. We dillll't (]o lUndl with t.hem. Ther died, for we didn't know bmv to

take care of them wry welf. .After rdufning', about the 18t of Angust, from New York, we com
menced :fishing for hake amI pollock am! fished way into the autumn. We didn't save the bake

sounds tben.
After that fishing was o\'cr we set maekerel nets until late in December and then commenc('{l

winter fishing again.
In the spripg we went halibuting, fishing down on Nantucket Shoals until Ma,y. Mackerel

catchers didn't do mudl, so that I didn't go at all to 8et mackerel nets. After the 8pring halibut
fishing wa13 over I cO/llwencetl to cal'l':J' lobsters to Eoston. After thc BO!jton trade fell off we tIlt'll
made five trips to New York with lobsters, We lJrought home fruit to sell. We bought the lobsters
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I.ere. Vi'e I>t0l'1'l'U alJOut the 1st of September, 1848, alld then commencc\l fishing for lmke and
pollock again. We did better at lobsterjng than we could at anything else. In tile fall we set
mackerel nets, but did not do much ane] fitted out for winter fishing as mmal.

In 1849 we were in the J. Sawyer still fishing for cod in tlle willter and hnlilHlt in HIe spring.
::,,"6 had contracted to furnil"h lobsters to BostOD l but wc heartl of dlOltra hdng at the J;;outlJ and
the dealers backed out.

During the spring of 1849 I was in Boston selling codfish. We wnt accustomed to take our
livers to Boston, and we soIa them for 25 cents a bucket. Some parties came and offered us 37

cents. I made inquiry and found they wanted them for medicine,lHlt I thought it \\"as pretty
coarse medicine. I was acquaill tcd with doctors, physicians, aud chrllJi~1.", :tmi I il1(Jllired about
cod-liver oil, and tlH\\T told me that it had bcen nsed in France for some .}l'an; and was getting
more common every day. Afterward I made a little oil and they said at, Ro><ton it waf', jUf'.t afo; good

us they ever saw.
I conceived the idea of going to Labra(lor to get cod liYl'r~, and j'J'of. Jdfl'ies VV~'lllall,Horatio

R. Storer, and Frank H. Storer went with me. We started in pursuit of ohje~ts of natnral history
and the manufacture of medicinal cod·liycr oil. It was late in the Bcawn, and most of tLe cod-fish

ing was over. I carried two dories, I got 300 gallons of cod·liyer oil. "Ye tbCIl returned home,
aud resorted to setting mackerel nets through the fall. ~Iy wife died wldlc I was ,lbsellt that
voyage. This was the commencement of Illy manufacture of cod-lin,r oil, ,mel I hu,e been engaged
in it ever since. I sold my smack when I came home, and in Ule spring of 18.10 I bought the
schooner William Gray, ,')8 tons, and fitted for Labrador.. The main object of tlle "l'"oyuge was to
procnre cod-li,er oil. J carried 200 bushels of salt which I consuDled Oil tll(' codfish of my own
eMeh. 'Ve got 20 barrels of medicinal oil. 'fhen I retnrned home about the middle of September.

Dnring that fall our :fishermen were fhihing for hake and pollock, and I commenced bnying
them. I didn't fish myself. 1 made $200. M~' schooner was hauled np at this time. My brother
bad a schooner, the Ned Buntline, nnd I went fishing for cod in the bas with him in the Decemher
of 1850. We fished for halibut, and did vcr)- well. After I left the Ked Buntline t1le-rc were sotlle

men who wanted to go lmlibnting, and I toM tuem if tbey were a mind to get the schooner off I
would go. They got her off and I }lUt D, IH'W suit of !"ails on her and started abont the early nart
of April. I shipped my crew npOD their own hooks. Everyone had what he catched. I got 2,000
weigbt of halibut and went to Boston nnd sold them for 2~ cents a pound. Vvc then went to Nan
tucket Shoals, and we canght 67 halibut that day and they weighed 6,000 pounds. This '\fas Thurs
day, and the next day the wind struck us northeast and we went to Edgartown. l\lol..u]a)" we CaWt1

out and by night we were off Chatham and we tried to get Ull by the Cape. 'fhe next worning it bIt>w
heavy and I run down and run in after sounding on the shoal ground of Stellwagen Bank. Finally

we got here and anchored in Herring Cove. The wind increased that night and tlw next morning t1l('
schooner dragged ber anchor. Then I pnt on another and she dragged that too. Finally I put out

the chain anchor and that held her till the gale was oyer. That night Minot's Ledge Light was blown
over. I then wellt to Boston and found halibut in good demand. Thc first sold for Gcents. Then I
sold some for 5 and sold the last for 1 cent a pound. We docked abont $120. I owned the whole
vessel and drew a quarter for her, so that I made a considerable good trip. Afler recruiting with
bait we started out again and tlle first daJ we caugl.t 67 again, and the next day we caught about GO,
and tbethim dny about 20 anll started for Boston. Wbere I fished WIlS in about 18 fathoms, Chat
ham Light bearing northwest by west. We went to Boston and sold our halibut for ucent.. right
through. :My share Wll8 e175. We were gone five dass. Theu we went one other trill down there
and got about 1100. Then we came home and fitted fN the Bay Chaleur, Gnlf of Saint Lawrence.
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\Ve sailed. about the middle of Jul.Yl 1851. We WCllt down the coast of Maine and tried to get
Some Tut'uhnl1ell hut didn't ('~tdJ llluch. After urri\'jng in the gUlf we went to the Magdalen

Islands to fisll aUlI fished 1l1~'rc until abont tlJ(.' milll1le of September, ",lIen wc went to Prince Ed·
warll hlaud. We tool. a benY.)· squall from the lJOrtlleast. 'rlJcre were six yessels in compan:1,

with us. \Yo eould src where the lwrhor \YCllt in, awl I had a mall aboard who had fished there

before amI who said he was jU13t H8 wcll aequajlJt('d there as with Pro.ineetown Harbor. One of

these other 8cl.WOIlcrs was balf a mile ahead und one WHS lwltind. Thcn it got dad, awl I lost
8ight. of th('se ycssels. 1 saw a tl'ClllelldolH3 hn,aLer nhead nfH} I put :Nat, my little uO,Y, below and

hauled to the north und luffeu , and I hadn't l'IlIl hut a miuute whell I saw a sen cOlllin~ from t.he

othel' quarter. 'Wheu that "en came along milll;ldp.<; it }))'o1>e right oyer 118, 'Ihe next. sea that

struck I1S diuu't strike us IiO hard. SIIe eamc working OYer till slle Came to the main heach of the

i:slmlfL She was up so lligh tlmt the title didll't "\let her keel. I shippeu 1]('1' aud mld ller thl'l"e.

She lJrollg-ht 11l0st as much Po" !i-be wus wort h. I \Ylli; there a 'l'\"e('k. I wcnt n}lO:ull another f'rOyillCe

[OWll ,"csse! that was COIning home and got oft' at Suint Peter'.,. thut night, and 11]('["p canlC on WIJ:lt.

\\"ns ];.nO\\1l as the Yan],:ee gall,. I thiuk it was the 4th of Od oter, ] 851. W{' hall]p(l off t1mt

lliglJt mHl the next morning it wm~ lJ]OWillg u. gnk of wino. 1'\'e saikd on till llenrly night he::ul

ing up nortlmeHt, awl I Haw a big u)'(':l1>.('1' a]JUHl. A sea stI'llek m; alld took 011" onr jib aml fi~'inA'

jib and the boat ofl" the :.;tem. "We wne carried righ t up on Uw north part of Saint, retl'J"S, I had
tWCllty lJ;u'rl'is of m;\- mncker('l aboard, wldeh I 1<3..... ('(1. Th('ll I unall.y earne llOJnl'ill another YPs

ReI. I llla(1c prett.y well tLat. yoyage. She was ilH,mred for $(;00, allll I got. llJ;\' wlH:kcrel on]; mHl

shiplWd th(~m for hOlJIIJ. ,"Ye made $·10 to a share on our ruaekerel, am} Ilid til/toP.

nly urother waH lmihlillg a vessEl at Nurtllport, L. 1., called the Golden Bag-It', 80 tons. In the

flpl'illg' uf 1&J:.l I went ul;hing for lHlli1mt OlJ X.tlltnckct. Shoals and took them to New York. Tben

we callie hen' fllr maeJ,;t'rcl fislliIlg alllI this y('$scl C:Jnied them to Boston. Then 'We went to
George's Daul, for halibut in J\IIlt', HlHl l~nn'i('ll our halibut to ~ew YOlk \Ve wcnt two trips.

After the t \\0 trips we tit ted for "mael,('wlillg-sult llJach'I'eling. 1\~e went off calit of Gupo .Aml,

and l:lllllscqllently in the bn~', ,m{] .fislwll until the 1st of Octoher, ntH} fhcn came home, and my

broth~'r took til(' H'ssel &Jld w('1)t p'll',1:etiIlg tll Boston and I set DHlckerd nets. In those winters I
nmde cod-linT oil, hut. that didn't stop !lIe fJ'Otll dOQ' fi~}lillg.

,Vhen "we returned from the Gl:'ol'ge'~ in Angnst, 1852, we 8topIWd at Provincetowll mu} took

ill 2,000 lobsters. Then: w('re tllree slwresmen ttlHl we cuch took Olll' wi.es and children .0 New

York to the lVorld'~ Pair. Tb~re were eleven ofns, and we stopped <t week in New York,

III 1853 I was in tlle GoldeIJ Eagle on Nantncket Shoals, and nfterwards went to George·s

Bank until the ht of September, as the scar before. In nutumn r fished with gill" nets in our
\lilY. I bougllt 200 quintals of lwl,c aml polloek.

III ]804 John, my brot.her~ Il'ft, and I took charge of the flc!lOoner and fished for cod and hali·

b11t on Nantucket Shoals and George's Ennk as the ,year before, amlilfterwards fished for mackerel

from the shore. Then my brother.ildaw took her amI weut mackerelillg.
In 18J5, in tbe spring, I commenced uory fishing for cod, and preparing for catching macJ,;cre}

\yith lH:tS. I built a new hoat, called t.he Ichthyologist, which nost $240, for It drag-boat to drift

with nets in the ha~·. ::'Ily son Nat was going with me and seemed to think tImt there was small

c1lUntO for me to be high boat, until I U1l1lertook to explnitl to him why I thonght I should be. I
!:'oaitl to him, H I'kuow What the mack<'rl'l come bere for. Tbp:r come here to <leposit their spawn.

The.)' spa wn in the head of the hay, in 7, fI, or 10 fatltolllA of water. If you go up to the spawuing

grounds ;you will find thcm more numerous." According!:,., we got OUI boat readJo' and on the 20th

dll:, of Ma~' Wt~ left and went IIp the bay into abont 10 fathoms of witter. There we put onr our
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uets just as it was darlL All iLl' refit of the fishing boatf! went out south west from the Wood Enp

to pick tlP those scattering macl,erc], except one thnt cbased me. When we drew Olll' nets in tbe

morning I think we hlHl 2,0:;0 mackerel, when we rdurned home. The otber boat, tllC oue tbat

chased 101", got 3,000. "'e then put them OD u schooner amI sent them to Boston and paid one,
qnarter for (~arrying. C f the boats that went off tbe \\Tood End the high !loa t got 140. !lIy brotliel'
thonght it was strange that he didn't g('-( lllorf'; that hn got his best lJigbt':; work Ollt tlwrc tbe

;'I'ear before, but he didn't remember at what time of the ycar it was. The followin~ nigbt it was

!Still pleasant, amI all the boats WOIlt up the ba,Y. One of the veSf;elf; '"1"<1" afruid if they didn't
haul their nets tlJat night they wouldn't get any ush, so they drf'w thdr nds at fl o'('loch, and
onlJ got 1,500. ,Vltcn I hauled in ill the morning I hall 3,500. \\hen 1 arriw'(l I fOllnd tllilt

the Yessel tbat took mackerel was all full, and I landed at bome and f;altell them, and E. S,

Smith & Co. gave me :! cents apiece for them, so I got $70. After the maek"l'el {1,'posit their

s}lawn jn the ltead of the baJ tlle;y want something to eat, and I thought that where thcl'e if; the
most bait is where the tjd,~ running into Cape Cod ba;y meets with still water. I went tLpn' and got
a full fare. At the close of the fishing we were high boat. 'Ye stocked about $320, 'Which wns

abnut $100 more thu,n any otbel" boat. After the fishing seasou was over, which terminated about

tbe middle of June, I shipped in tbe schooner 'Vave Crest, Captain Doan", and wellt to :Monhegun

to cateh mack erel witb nets, an J took my boat and nets witll me. "',.e fi.,;lleu IV ith gill· net s, drift.
ing off tbe i>;IHlllI. Tbe f1slwrmen there took a great fancy to my boat and T I'oltl 11<.'1' for $240.

III the spring of 18;j,j I built a new boat. In tile snmmer I W('llt with that boat to Monhegan
for mackerel, returuillg home the 1st of September. Then I fished from the shore for lIlae],erc']

nntillate in the autumn. In tile winter I engaged in fisbing and making cot!liwr oil.

In the spring of 1856 I built another boat and cOIDmenced auout tbe 20tll of MilY to clrag

mackerel m~ts, which lasted uutil about the midd.le of June. The 1st. of Jll]y I l'eceiwd all

appointment as commissi.onef to inquire into the expediency amI practicability of the artifldill prop

agation of fish. I located at Sandwich to watell the habits of the trout (Salmo fimtinali.~) during

the spawning seaSOD. I hacl two eollengues on the commission with me, HOll. Reuben A. Chap·
man, of SpringfiplO, and Dr. IIemy \Vheatlund, of Salem. In, the fonowjn~ wintpr we made our

report, wbich terminated the commission. In Km-ember I was elepted a member of the State
house of represent<ltiYes, which took me awn,y from tIle fi8hing here.

When it came January of 18m I went to th(~ legislature, WIliclJ was in session one bUll(Jred

and forty-six days, amI diu not return borne until June. On my return homo I took the sloop

smack Federal aIllI engngcd in buying lobsters and carrying them to Boston until S('ptetllber~af! Pl'

which I was engaged in tlle shore fisheries in auhuDll, and the mackerel fishery.
The following January, 1858; I was returned to the house. After the close of the session 1

joined the sloop Federal and engaged in the lobster and bluefish trade, sending tllC fish to DORton

until September. In tbe uutumn I cllga,ged in the RlIore fishery.

In 1859, in January, I was winter fishing, and ill the spring I joined the sloop F;l1nal agnin

and engaged in tbo lobster and bluefisll trade again, as the year before. In the ffill I etlgagell in
the shore fisbery and mackerel net fishery.

The next spring, 1800, I again joined the Federal amI wcut in her until about the lst of

June, wben I went to Plymouth and there I swapped this smack for a better one called the "can',
by paying $400 to boot. I continued in the same business, fishing and buyiug lobsters and blue

fish when I coultl get them, and selling them in BQston, until the 1st of Septemller. In autumn

I engaged in the maekerel net fishery and later in winter fishing.
In the spring of 1861 I took the sloop Wa\"e and commenced fishing for cod am] lmlihut, after
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which I ellgagl.'d ill carrying fresh mackerel and luusters to Boston until September. In tho

autumn I was fishing for mad,ere! with gm·I\ets in MassaclJ11sctts Bay.
In 1862 I <lid not go flslJillg in the viutcr-only occasionally. In tha spring I was fishing for

cod and lialihut, again, aud in the tmillmtT for lobsters and blne:fish. In the winter I enga,ged in
the manufadure of cod-lin>r oil; ill fad, r did so CH'ry willter. In the full I set mackerel nets.

In 1863 I was in tlle sloop TiTavl', antI engagcd in fislling the same as tho year before.

In 1864 I was in the Wave off Cape Cnd in tbe 8priIlg and carrying lTI9ckerel and bluefish to

Bo:ston until September. III thl' winter] engaged in the manufacture ofcou.-Iiver oil.

In 1865 I was still in the "Taw, engaged ill cod and Lalilmt fishing in the spring, and carrying

freslJ. mackerel to market that we caught in gill-nets llcrr, wlJich lasted until about tIle middle of
Junc. After that I engaged in carr,ring bluefish to DostolJ and fishiIlg in the ba,Y for codfish.

III tLe autnmn 1 fisht-,Il fol' mackerel witL gill· nets. In tlle wjlltcr 1 made cod·li,er oil.

In 1866 I was in tlle sloop "'uYe, halibut. fisllillg, as ill f'prings befllr(). After which earr~'iug

mackeI'd to marI,pt until .Junc; and tbrough Uw summer J engflgeu in tIle blupfisli anu dogfish

fishery. 1tI Septcmbrr I sold Illy n'sRel. That· iO! when I coiled up my lines and quitteu going

Yesseling.

Ever sin ec that t.i me I lwxc been cngaged i 11 tlJC HI annfa et.nre of medicinal cod-IiIeI' oil and in

!lDloking halibut brought from the Grand Bank.
In 1800 I bought 250 quintals of halibut, but was about tlll'cr mOllthl;; smoking them, and the

price fell, and I lost ull m.y labor awl $GOO. The next spring 1 recFiYell a notification to deli\"er a

coun;e of lectures before the Lowell Institute, wideh I gave in the winter of 18CS.- I smoked

400 quintals of halibut for BORton parties. In 18G9, 1870, and 1871 I was in the fi."hery. Each and

every year we smol.ed from 400 to TOO quitltals of halibut, until the last three ~year8. Last year .we
smoked 130 quintals, but tile mauufacture of cod Ji\"er oil has been my main business.

• The lectures (lelivered by CaIltlloil1 Atwood o,t the Lowell Institute in 1868 were largely attended a.nd very 8UC

C-Cl18ful.-Editllf'.




