D.~—DANGERS OF THE FISHERIES,
49. DANGERS TO THE VESSEILS.

The characteristics of 1lte fishing schooner and its management will be discussed hereafter.
‘Wa shiall here consider the dangers to which these vessels and tlieir crews are exposed.

The dangers to which these vessels are liable may be considered under nine heads: {e) Dangers
on the fishing grounds; (b) dangers encountered while making passages to and from the greunds;
(¢} dangers in approaching and Jeaving the shore; (d) dangers from collision; (¢) dangers of the
bharbor; (/) dangers from ice; {g) dangers from fire or lightning; (k) dangers from attacks of
marine animals; () and dangers from doefects in the eonstruction of the vessel itself,

DANGERS ON THE FISHING GROUNDS.

DANGERS OF TIIE COD FISHERY ON GEORGE's BANK,—Judging from the record of disasters,
the George's fishery is probably the most dangerous one in the world. On this ground over one
hunired Gloucester vessels are constantly employed, winter and summer. In aummer 3 few Noew
Londen vessels resort there, principally for halibut, and it is also visited by a fleet of mackerel
catchers. The peculiar dangers of this fishery are encountered chiefly in the winter, It is the
enstom for the vessels in winter to anclor close to one another upon some portion of the Banks.
The favorite locality is in the immediate vicinity and to the eastward of extensive shoals, on which
there is from 2 te 12 fathoms of water, and where the waves break in rough weather. There are
fow instances wliere vessels which have been Tost in this locality Lave left any record of the nature
of the disaster which befell them. There is therefore doubt as to how most of the losses have
ocourred, but the theory is generally accepted that the vessels drifted into shallow water and
foundered. There liave Deen a few cases in which vessels have righted with loss of masts after
being rolled over by the waves, and the crews have survived to tell the tale. Most of the losses
have been during heavy easterly gales, when tle vessels may have been forced into shallow water.
The proximity in which the vessels are aunchored greatly enhances the danger to which they are
_ exposed, for if one of thew goes adrift it may becoine necessary for many of those to leeward to cut
their cables and also go adriff. Sometimes nearly the whele fleet has been thus set adrift at once.
Of course, if they can retain their hold upon the bottom they are in eomparatively little danger.

The theory is beld by many fishermen that loss is often occasioned by @ drifting vessel com-
ing into eollision with one at anchor, an aceident which is most surely attended with fatal results
to both. There is only once instance on record where a vessel thus drifting into contact with an-
other escaped destruetion, and in this ease the vessel which she struck immediately sunk. This
theory receives strong support from the fact that there have been so many hundreds of narrow
escapes from collision between vessels thus drifting abont. In the columns of the Cape Ann
Advertiser and in the Gloncester ¢ Fisherman’s Memorial and Record Book” may be found re-
corded numerous instances of this kind. These gales are generally accompanied by dense snow and
often also by with extreme cold which renders it quite impossible for the mer to look to windward and
to see a (trifting vessel in time to eut the cable and escape colligion. It is the common caustom for

the entire erews at such times to remain on deck, prepared for any emergency, and if it is possible
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to see the drifting vessel in time they may succeed in getting clear. Since there is no insurance
on cables, there is great reluctanee to cut them as long as there is & possible chance of escape
from collision in any other way. Then, too, the men feel that if they cau hold fast to their
anchorage they are safer than they would be if adrift and running the risk of going on the ghoals
or colliding with other vessels. For these reasons they often refrain irom entting the eables until it
is too late, in hopes that the drifting vessel will clear them. Numerous instances are told of calies
having been cut only when the approaching vessel was op the top of a wave and the one ut anchor
was in the hollow of the sea directly under it. At such times a moment’s delay would be fatal.
There are doubtless many instances of careless negligence in failing to keep a proper wateh and i
not kaving the appliances at hand for cutting the cable. Very often the ropes are stiffened with
ive and the sails so heavy with suow that it is impossible to raise them in time to avoid disaster,
aven though there may be time to cut the cable. Perhaps, however, the principal cause of disaster
is the reckless daring of the fishermen, who persist in remaining at anchor in close proximity to
other vessels even when they see the gale is comiug, and, by removing their anchorage a short dis-
tance, they might greatly lessen the risks of disaster. They are led to remain in the same position,
and to take resulting risks, both from the fear of losing an opportunity of securing a fare of fish,
and from a dislike to the appearance of timidity. In spite of all the dangers, and the facl that so
many vessels of the George’s flect are yearly wrecked, there are many skippers in the service who
have never sustained even a scrious loss of property. An old Gloueester skipper told us that for
24 years he had fished on George’s and had never lost even a cable. He attributed his good
fortune to the fact that in the pleasantest weather hie never ¢ turned in” at night without seeing
that everything on deck was ready for the most nnexpected emergency. The skippers who can
boast such & reeord ag this are men usually renowned for prudence, skill, and intelligence. In
mahy instances the greatest care is rendered ineflectual by the recklesaness of others,

DANGERS ENCOUNTERED BY THE RANE FLEETS.—Vesgels fishing on Le Have Bank, the Grand
Bank, and other banks of this region, are exposed to dangers searcely less to be dreaded than those
which have just been described. On aceount of the greater depth of the water the likelibood of
foundering upon the shoals is less, except in the vicinity of Virgin Rocks and Sable Island. The
vessels do not congregate in fleets to such an extent as upon George’s, and the peril from collision
is therefore less imminent. Althoagh, when the number of vessels engaged is tuken into account,
thelosses i the Bank fishery have not heen so numerous as on George’s, still there have been several
seasons when the losses have been large, as in December, 1876, when twelve sail and one hundred
men wera lost on Le Have, the Western 13ank, and Banquercan; and again in the fall of 1879, when
the loss was little less severe. Another element of danger from collision is met with in the Bauk
fisheries, for in the snmmer and fall the fishing fleet is locuted direetly in the track of the ocozn
steamers plying from Euwrope to the United States. There are few, if any, recorded instances of
the destruction of vessels in this manner, but losses have oceurred in summer when the weather
was pleasant and when the only plausible theory to account for their loss was that they had Deen
ron down by passing sieamors.

Veasels of the Gloucester halibat flaet are accustomed to lis at anchor in winter in water frow
100 0 200 fathome deep, and are consequently much more likely to go adrift than the George's-
men, which are anchored in water varying in depth from 25 to 45 fathoms. When once adrift,
they are obliged to “lie to” in heavy weather, and are exposed to much greater danger than wheu
at anchor. The greatest danger to the drifting vessel is its liability to drift inte shallow water
and to bring up suddenly by the anchor taking a fresh hold upou the bottom. This often causes
them to ship heavy seas or to be knocked down—-that is, to be turned over flat on their sides so
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that the masts toueh the water. The aschooner David A. Story, in December, 1880, got adrift in
this manoner, and oune of her e¢rew reports that in his opinien the ancher caunght, and that she
shipped & sea which knocked her down, cansing her cable to part. Fortunately none of her crew
were lost, Lot the man ob wateh had his leg broken, the vessel's deck was swept, her foresail
split to pieces, fore boom and gaff broken, and 400 fathoms of cable lost. A similar accident
oceurred to the schooner Andrew Leighton, of Gloucester, December 10, 1876. While adrift she
was knocked down by a sea so that, according to the statement of her crew, her mast-heads lay
in the water. Fortunately, however, she righted, and ultimately suceeeded in reaching home in
safety. This vessel was lost in Oetober, 1879, and it way be met her fate in this manner.

Veasels lying at anchor on the Grand Bauk under riding-sail alone are sometimes knocked
over by tornadoes.  An instance of this kind occeurred on the 29th of Angust, 1876, when the
schooner Walter F. Falt, of Gloucester, was blown over. The crew was lost, and the vessel was
afterward seea ﬁoatiﬁg upon her side. In the fall of 1875 the schooner Epes Tarr, of Gloucester,
anchored on the eastern part of the Grand Bank, was knocked down and dismasted.

The frequent loss of the rudders of fishing vessels, while at anchor on the Banks, is another
danger to which they are iable. Many instances of this kind have occurred. In most cases the
fishermen have succeeded in rigging a temporary steering apparatus, by which they have been
enabled fo reach the home port in safety. Some vessels have been lost throngh the rudder-braces
getting loose, and the consequent wrenching of the rudder-head starting a leak which cansed the
abandonment of the vessel. An instance of this kind oceurred on the Grand Bank in the spring
of 1870, when the schooner Edwin C. Dolliver, of Gloncester, sprung a leak and sonk. Her crew
wan taken off and brought heme by the schooner Thresher, of the same port. In addifion to the
danger of being knocked over, there is that of shipping 4 sea while at anchor, which is sometimes
attended with serious resuoits, both to the vessecls and the men.

Heavy seas are so often slhipped that numerous instances might be cited, but cne or two will
suffice. In the early part of 1877 the sehooner John 8. Presson, of Gloucester, while riding out a
heavy northwest galo on the weatern part of the Grand Bauk, shipped a sea which swept her decks
and injured her about the stern to such an extent that, after the gale abated, sle was obliged to
put into Halifax for repairs. In January, 1879, the schooner Howard, while at anchor in the deep
water on the sonthern edge of Le Have Ridges, shipped a heavy sea which swept her decks,
smashing several of the dories and starting the house on deck, causing her to leak considerably.

DANGEES TO WHALING VESSELS.~Whaling vessels are not exposed to so great danger as the
merchaut vessels passing over the same portions of the ocean. The whalers, while on the cruising
grounds, are under short sail and keep a careful lookout, especially at night, when, if there be
anything unasual or unexpected, demanding speedy work, all hands can be called, and only a few
moments are then required to shorten sail and make everything snng. In thick weather, however,
especially on the Arctic grounds, there is greater danger on account of ice and of collision with
other vessels,

DANGEES TO SEALING VESSELS.—The fur-seal fishery is carried on in the Antarctic Ocean,
where the veasels are at all times exposed to sudden changes of wind, and frequently to heavy gales,
which nnexpectedly overtake them on a le¢-shore and sometimes canse their loss,

The achooners used in the seal fisheries are liable to some of the disasters to which the Glou—
cester fishing vessels are subjected, except those accidents caused by carrying too heavy press of
sail, for in this respect the seal fishermen exercise more prudence. Seonling schooners are com-
pelled to keep comparatively near land, following up the boats sent ashore to take the seals, and
are exposed to the dangers of being blown ashore or driven on rocks. Im lauding boats, sent from
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the sealing schoouers ashore to hriug back the seal-skins, there is great danger of being swamped,
or upset, and injared by the heavy surf. About four years ago a boat's crew of twelve wen was
lost in this manner, A successful landing is, of course, attained only by carefully watching fur an
interval between the breakers, allowing sufficient time for the boat to be run upon the shore.

In the sea-elepliant fishery vessels are lost by being driven ashore, or on the rocks, from their
anchorage, there being no protection, in the way of good harbors, from the violence of on-shore
gales.

The bottom of the bays of Heard's Istand, in thoe Soutlern Indian Ocean, which is the principal
resort for sea-elephants, is hand, slaly rock, apd therefore extremely poor grennid for auchorage.
On this account, as well as from the fact that the harbors afford indifferent shelter, several vessels
have been losi in that loeality, having been driven ashore, though laving out anchers dispropor-
tionately large compared with the size of the vesscls.

The vessels nsed in this Gshery are exactly like whaling vessels, and the boats belonging to
the vessels are the same as those used in both sealing and wbaling, thar which no beats are better
fitted for landing in the surf,

DARGERS TO VESSELS FISHING ALONG THE C0AST.—The principal dangers to which the mack-
erel vessels are exposed are heavy and sudden gales, by which they are taken unawares and driven
upon a lec-slkore. They generally fish near the coast, and are therefore specially liable fo this
danger. They are, however, excellent sailers, and, except under extraordinary circumstances,
can make a harbor, or gain an ofling before the gale is too heavy., The chief disasters to the
mackerel fleet have oceurred in the Gulf of Saing Liawrence, in the vicinity of the Magdalen
Islands, Cape Bretou, and Prince Edward Esland. The north shore of the latter island bas been
the scene of many disasters. 'This ix & peculiarly undesirable spot for vessels in a gale. There
is & long streich of coast, crescentie in shape, without available harlors in a gale, while at either
end of the creseent are long sand-bars, the whole forming a pocket out of which it 1s very diflicult
for a vessel to beat its way. In the “Yankee gale” of 1851 a great many vessels were cast ashore
along this whole coast. Losses have occurred since then, the severest ones in 1873, when many
vessels and lives were lost in that vicinity. Disasters have been frequent at the Magdalens,
resulting in loss of property and lives. As many as twenty-four sail of vessels were driven
ashore at Pleasant Bay, on Amherst Island, one of the Magdalens, in 1873. Cheticamp, 4 one-
sided harbor or anchoring place on the north side of Cape Breion Island, has also become some-
what noted for the losses that have occurred to the mackerel ficet in that locality. Those havoe
been chiefiy during the prevalence of southeast gales, which blow with almost irresistible fary
from the highlands forming the southern side of the harbor. In this region most of the harbors
have a bar at the entrance, and are consequently most diffficult of access at the very time when
most needed. The water, too, is shallow, and in heavy gules the seas are sharp and excvecdingly
dangerous, making it very difficult for a vessel to work off from a lee-shore, To add to the danger,
there is a enrrent usnally setting in the same direction as tho wind. When the winds blow over
the highlands of the islands they are squally and baffling. A gale in the Guif of Saint Lawrence
is, perhaps, more dreaded by fishermen than one on any other part of the coast, as it can rarely
ocenr without bringing them in close proximity to a lee.shore. . .

Gloncester hag suffered less in proportion to the size of its fleet in the Grulf of Saint Lawrence
than have Provincetown, Wellfleet, and the various ports of Maine. Cape Cod lost largely in the
gale of 1851, but not so much in that of 1873, One reason for the fewer wrecks among the Gloo-
center vessels wag the fact that they are better prepared with anchors and cables than any other
vessels in the world. Great loss of life has resulted from these disasters, though the drifting of a
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vessel upon the ghore is not always attended with fatal consequences. In many cases the shores
are sandy, and the erews are enabled to land in safety before the vessel goes to pieces. In some
instances the vessels are forced ashore by putting on a great amonnt of sail, so that the men can
land dry-footed when the tide ebbs.  1f is frequently the case that vessels are lannched again, after
the gale has abated, withont suffering any serious injnry. When this is net possilile, the fish are
landed and sent heme, and the fittings and stores, and even the hitll itself, sold at auction for the
benefit of the owners. The American vessels are 3o strongly and well built that even after they
have boeen sunk they are somefimes sold at auction as they lie under water, and afterward raised
and refitted for active service. )l '

The best ¢chance for safety, in cases where it is seen that a vessel must go ashore, is to run
them bow first upon the land, especially where the beach i8 sloping. When this is done, all sail
that the vessel is capable of carrying is spread. :

DANGERS WHILE MAKING PASSAGES TO AND FROM THE FISHING GROUNDS.

Fighing vessels making passages at any season of the year are subject to the same
dangers as other sea-going crafts. In summer the dangers are comparatively few, for the winds
are usnally moderate, and in warm weather the crew is in better condition to handle the vessel
properly and to meet any exigencies that may arise.. Tremendous hurricanes, however, sometimes
occur in August and Beptember, and at times there are gales even during the other summer
montha, Two of the most remarkable hurricanes in recent y ears were thouse of September 8, 1869,
and August 24, 1873, both of which caused a great amount of destruction to life and property in
the fishing fleet. At the time of the hurricane of 1873 geveral vessels were on the passage home
from the Grand Baank. They were deeply laden with fish, Some vessels were lost and many
maet with sericus damage and narrowly escaped destruction. Mention of a few instances of this
kind will perbaps saffice. The schooner B. D. Hawkins, of Gloucester, was caught in a hurri-
cane in the vicinity of Sable Island. At first she was hove to nuder & two-reefed foresail, which
was later reduced to a three-reefed. After Iying in this manner for some hours, she began to drift
toward the northwest bar of Sable Island and was soon in shoal water. It became necessary to
take in sail and to anchor, but the wind blew with such viclence that the anchor would not hold
and the vessel drifted into only 11 or 12 fathoms of water. As she would certainly be lost unless
something were done to check her onward course, the apars were cut away and let go “by the
board,” and, with considerable difficulty, were cleared from the wreck. With the masts gone, she
presented a mnch smaller surface to the wind, and as the enrrent set to windward the anchor
held aud she rode out the gale. After the gale, jury-masts were rigged and the vessel worked
toward the land. She was finally towed to Port Hawkesbury, in the Strait of Osauso, to be
repaired.

The sebooner Barah F. Ayre, of Gloucester, which was also on her passage howme from the
Grand Bank, encountered the hurricane in the vicinity of the eastern part of Banquereau. The
wind blew with such violenee that it was goon impessible to keep aail on the vessel. She was kept
nearly head to the sea by the aid of a ¢ drag?” rigged to the ancher, which was paid out more than
100 fathoms. After drifting for a few hours the anchor caught bottom on the shoal part of Ban-
querean in from 16 to 20 futhoms of water, and where the sea ran s¢ high and sharp that for a
time it was thoaght that the vessel would founder. The crew, however, with difficulty succeeded
iv catiing the cable. The vessel then drove under bare poles before the gale, broadside to thoe sea
and wind. By throwing oat oil the force of the waves was so reduced that she met with little
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loss, Itis supposed that the schooner Henry Clay, of Gloucester, another of the Grand Bank fleet
retnrning home, was lost in this game horricane. ’

Although the fishermen are exposed to more or less dangers in the summer season, these are
greatly increaged in the winter months, when hea'vy gales are very frequent, and the perils made
greater by extreme cold. The rigging and sails are then coated with ice and snow and it is almost:
impossible to either set or shorten sail,

DANGER OF BEING * TRIPPED.”"—A vessel may be knocked down or tripped, either while run-
ning before the wind or Iging to in a gale. The eowmparative shallowness of the American fishing
schooners renders them particularly liable to this class of disasters. Some hravches of the fish-
eries, especially those for fresh halibut and haddock, render it imperative that the passage howme
should be made with the utmost dispatch, in order that cargoes may arrive in good condition and
therefore bring the highest prices. Great risks are taken by these fishermen in running their vessels
during gales, frequently in the trough of the sea. This is extremely hazardous and likely to resulk
in the vessel being “tripped,” or knocked on her beam ends. 1n February, 1876, the aschooner
Howard, while retarning from the Grand Bank with a trip of fresh halibnt, was running in a
strong uortheast gale. She was knocked on her beam ends twice in one day. At first she was
running with a two-reefed mainzail, and when she tripped she went over so far that the men whoe
were sleeping below were thrown from the weather into the leeward buuks and everything movable
was upset. Fortunately, she righted with slight damage, Notwithstanding this narrow escape,
the demands of the business were such that instead of the vessel being hove to, the sail was ghort-
ened and she continned to run safely until just before night, when another sea took her on the
guarter and threw her dowa so low that the sails again lay in the water, the whole after part of
the vessel was submerged, and the water ran over the forward companion-way, partially filling the
forecastle. For a short time it was thoughi that she could not regain ler upright position, but
averything held securely and she soon righted. On the 28th of January, 1881, the schooner Edith
M. Pew, employed in the haddock fishery, was thrown on her beam ends, partially filling the cabin
and forecastle, and throwing the ecabin stove, full of hot coals, into the captain’s bunk. The fire
was extinguished before any damage was done. She fortunately righted again without any serious
disaster, These oecurrences are dangerous in the exireme, and fishermen who escape with their
lives may be acconnted fortunate. .

¢“'The schooner Sarah C. Pyle, Capt. Bichard Warren, was struck by a eross sea and capsized
J anuary 30, 1870. The crew found safety by clinging te the sides of the vessel, nutil one of their
number was able to eat away the main shrouds with a pocket-knife, when the vessel righted, nearly
full of water. The foremast was cut away and 4 jury mast rigged with the foreboom, and such
progi‘ess as was possible was made in » wester] ¥ direction. For eight days the men were obliged
to cook their food in sea water, their water casks having been lost, and to welt ice to furnigh drink.
At the end of that time they encountered a vessel and were furnished with water and other neces-
saries. Five of the crew were transferred to the vessel, but the skipper and fonr men remained on
the wreck, determined to get it into port. In this eondition they encountered a. terrific gale, of
three days’ duration, and were blown off seawards a distance of 245 miles. Kveu theu they
remained undaunted by danger and firm in their inteution of rescuing the property under their
charge, and declined an offer to be taken off. The wreck was towed into a New Jersey port Feb-
rnary 13, two weeks after the disaster—~a fortnight crowded with great hardship and danger to the
wen so faithiol to duty.?* -

* Glousester aud ite Fisheries, p. 6D,
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BPARS AND SATLS CABRRIED AwAY.—The danger of losing masts and rigging has already
- been considered. Spars and sails are, however, often carried away under other gircumstances.
Accidents of this sort are liable to ovenr at all times, thongh natarally much more =0 in the winter
season. Perhaps no elass of gea-faring men take greater risks than fishermen in carrying a heavy
press of sail. 1In branches of the fiskeries where it is exivemely desirable to make rapid passages
this propensity is carricd to an extreme, and, as a resnlt, the sails are sometimes blown away or
masts are broken, aud, perhaps, other dangers are incurred. Perhaps the most common way in
which vessels are dismasted is by carrying & press of sail against a head sea. Another cause of
necildent is that of jibing fore and aft sails saddenly from one side to the other when there is a
strong wind, This generally results in breaking the booms or the mast. The temptation to make
2 speedy passagoe is so strong that risks will be taken, although the nltimate results of sneh reck-
less daving may be a loss rather than & gain,

RUNNING UNDER, OB CAPSIZING.—The tondency to carry a heavy press of sail may result in
greafer loss than that of spars and sails. The veasel may run nnder while going before the wind
or capsize when sailing by the wind or with the wind abeam. As there have Leen numerous and
ofi-repented hair-breadth eseapes from such disasters, it is probable that muoeh property and many
lites have been thos lost,  Bueh disasiers are perhaps sometimes nnavoidable, becanse of sudden
and unexpected squalls, especially in the night, althongh many of them are the resnjt of gross reck-
lessness. Not only does the master imperil his own life but also the lives of his crew. So fearless
and ardent are the fishermen that the better judgment of the skipper is freqoently evercome by the
solicitations of the erew, and in the hope of outstripping some rival vessel aail is carried in nurea-
sonable excess. This iz often the case when a vessel hag just left port. The erew are then, por-
hape, under the influenee of spiritucus tguors, which renders them maore regardless of danger than
common, and unable to properly perform their duty. Several vessels have been lost, presumably
soon after leaving port, and their loss ig ascribed to such causes. Of the many instavces related
by the fishermeu of narrow escapes either from ecarrying sail or being struck by sndden squalls, we
will mention the following: Tu the fall of 1877 the schwoner Wachusett was running for the Grand
Bauk in company with the schooner Howard. With a strong northwest breeze {he vessela left
Gloucester together, and the following night, when about a hundred miles from Cape Ann, the
wind inereszsed. The IHoward shertened sail, but the Wachusett, attempting to carry all ghe had
spread for some time longer, was struck by a heavy puif and driven nnder so that her forecastle
was partly filled with water., The men on wateh at once lowered the mainsail part way down,
which relieved the vessel and a disaster was averted. In March, 1878, the schooner Marion, while
returtiing from the Grand Bank, was rouning in a southeast rain-storm uuder three lower sails.
it was night and intensely dark, The wind blew strong and was increasing fagt. Al hands were
called to shorten sail. Before it could be done a squall struck the vessel and buried her lee side
completety under water and came near sinking ber. The blackness of night made it diffieult to
skorten suil, but the sails were lowered with the least possible delay and fortunately in time to
avold auy serions disaster,

The narrow escapes described were in the case of vessels running free from the wind. There is
#1s0 great danger in carrving a heavy press of sail while sailing by the wind or with the wind abeam.
It is not uncommon for sore of the more headstrong of the fishing skippers to carry 80 much sail
on their vessels that the lee rail is completely under water most of the time. A few vessels
may be able to stand being driven in this manuer,with comparative safety, but with the majority
of them it is highly dangerous, and liable to result not only in the loss of the vessel by capsizing
and filling, bat also in the loss of the lives of the erew. Many instances are related by the fisher-
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men of narrow escapes from serious disasters while sailing by the wind under too mueck canvas, and
a few instances of loss of vessels, with more or less lives, are on record where they have been cap-
sized in this manner. The schooner Angie 8. Friend, engaged in the baddock fishery, while beating
ap Boston harbor in a strong northwest wind, was capsized, and, bhaving fitled, sank to the hottom.
Part of the crew succeeded in getting into one of the dories; they were without oars, but fortu-
nately dvifted ashore. The rest of the men, with the exception of one, who was drowned, climbed
to the masthead, which remained above water, und clung there through the night. They were
rescued the following morning in an almost senseless condition.  The schooner Henrietta Green-
leaf, of Glonecester, while making her first passage to the Grand Bank in tlie spring of 1876, was
struck by a squall in the night and knocked on her beam ends, and goickly filled with water.
four of tha erew were drowned in the cabin and forecastle. The rest escaped iu two dories, but
being without oars they drified helplessly abont. They sufforcd greatly from exposure to the cold
and flying spray. The dories soon scparated from each other. Omne of them was picked up by
anotler fishing veasel, thou‘gh not until one of tho men had died from exposure. The other dory,
with five men, wae never heard from.

The fury with which these squalls sometimes strike can rearcely be comprehended by thosoe
who have not withessed them. The schoouer Abby Dodge, which was making a passage to the
Grand Bank in December, 1808, was strack by a tornado with such force that, although she was
at the time lying to under a two.recfod foresail, she was knocked nearly on her beam ends, and
only by the prompt lowering of the sail was the vessel saved. .

RUNNING ON SHOALS OR ROCES.—While making passages to and from the fishing grounds,
vesaels are liable to sérike ou shoals or outlying ledges.  In that part of the Western Atlantic most
frequented by New England vessels there are many of these dangerouns places, either in the track
to the grounds or on the bauks themselves. The most remarkabdle of these shoals, and possibly
those which have been the cause of more losses to the fishing fleet than any other, are those of
George’s Bank. These are but little out of the course of the vessels frequenting George’s in
winter. A small error in the eompass may bring a vessel unexpectedly on these shoals. The
more prudent fishermen guard against this danger by the careful use of the sonnding-lead. Ttis
diffienlt to tell how extensive thesg losses have been. Many vessels have had narrow escapes, but
the lost ones leave no survivors to tell the tale. .

The sloal of Cashe’s Ledge is a source of special danger, as it lies almost direetly in the ves-
sel's track, both in going to and coming irom most of the fisbing grounds, Although this ledge is
not shoal enoagh for a vessel to strike under ordinary circumstances, it nevertlieless breaks in heavy
weather and is therefore extremely dangerons to be cneountered at such times, There is no mark,
no buoy nor light-ship, to distin guish the sheal places, and il iz not easy to tell when the vessel ia
approaching them, Tt cannot be wondered at that several disasters have cveurred in that vicinity.

The schooner Rattler, while returning from Newfoundland to Glonecster with a trip of frozen
berring, on the 17th of January, 1867, passed over this shoal, where she enconntered heavy seas
which threw her on her beam ends and dismasted her. It was supposed that the s¢hooner John
W. Low was lost there in the same gale. : _

There is a shoal on the northern” part of Brown’s Bank on which there is said to be not more
than 9 to 14 fathoms of water. This shoal, thongh not to Le dreaded go much ag George’s or
Cashe’s Shoals, is, nevertheless, a danger o be carefully avoided. It is in the direet track of the
fishing fleets on their way to and from the various banks. Several iustances are related in which
vessels have met with perilous adventares in that Yocality and only narrowly cseaped destenetion,

The long sand-bars that extend out from either end of Salile Island, for a distance of 10 to 12



112 * FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES,

miles, are very dangerous to vessels on the passage to and from the Grand Bank and other eastern
banks. For a great portion of the year thig island is enveloped in dense fogs, and the currents
in the vieinity being very irregular, it is extremely difficult for the mariner to tell his exaet position.

There are outlying rocks and ledges off the coast of Nova Scotia which are in the track of vessels
going te apd from the Guif of Saint Lawrence and the eastern bapks. Many serious disasters
have oceurred on these ledges and rocks and there are saveral instances of parrow escapes from
destraction,

DANGERS TO WHATERS,~The principal dangers thus far mentioned bawve been those encoun-
tered by vessels in the cod, mackerel, and balibut fisheries from New England. We have yet to
consider the dangers to the whuling and sealing fleets. These vessels are, of course, liable to many
of the samc perils as {u. 9shing eraft, especially to heavy gales and sgualls. On the passage to
the cruising grounds the whaling vessels do not carry 50 much suil as merchant or fishing ves-
sels, time not Deing to them of sach vast importance. Dangers, common to other vessels, are
less likely to bapper to whalers. From the start of a voyage, men are coutinunally aloft on the
watel for whales, and are likely to gee approaching danger more guickly than in the case of a
merchant ship, where only one man is on the lookout, and he, as g rule, not expecting any imme-
diate danpger. Whalemeén are generally well trained and ready for duoty at a moment’s notice.
Only one-half of the crew, comprising one wateh, is on deck at a time, but in case of danger or the

“approach of whales, all can be quickly summoned. As a rule, the half of a whaling crew includes
more men than the entire erew of u merchant vessel of the same size,

Instanees of whaling vesscls being blown over or of waves breaking over them, thereby causing
damage, are not common. Such disasters sometimes, however, oeeur to vesseld in the Aretic
or Antarctic Oceans, where they are exposed to severe gales.

DANGERS IN LEAVING AND APFROACUHING THE SHORE,

The dangers ineurred in approaching and leaving the shores are perhaps more to he dreaded
than any others, and great skili, ¢coolness, and prudence are requisite to avoid disaster. This is
especially the ease in the fisheries of New England, becanse nearly all of the larger and most fre
guented fishing grounds lie in an easterly direction from the coast. FEasterly winds, whick are fair
fur making passages toward the land, are generally accompanied with thick weather. This is
esapecinlly the case in winter, when severs silow-storms often overtake the fishermen ¥hen but a few
miles fron: land and ou o lee shore. The density of the snow often renders it impossible to discern
objects far enough off to ¢lear them, and it is at the utmost hazard that the fishermen undertake to
make o barbor. They often approach se near the land before the weather becomes thick that it is
as dangereus to attempt to keep off shore a8 it is to approach it. Fishermen are induced to take
the latter risk for the reason that if they do sueceed jn making harbor they will escape belug
exposed to the storm en a lee shore, and may also obtain a higher price for their fish. Probably
1o other ¢lass of sea-faring men take such great risks in ronuing for the land, but such is the figh-
ermer’s knowledge of the coast and their skill in handling their vessels that, althongh there are
many Lair-breadtl escapes, there are comparatively few disasters resulting from this canse. The
following are given as a few of the many instances of this character that have occurred to our fish-
ing fleet:

On the 26th of February, 1863, the schooner Mary E. Hiltz was lost off Marblehead dwring 2
violeut snow-storm while on her homeward passage from Newfoundland, snd one of her crew was

drowned.
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During a gale en the 10(h of Jannary, 1878, the schooner Little Kate went asliore near Dax-
bury, and her entire crew of thirteen men were drowned.

Tu February, 1878, the schooner Eastern Queen, of GGlowcester, while returning from George's
Bank, ran into Massachusetts Day in the night. The wind was blowing strong from the north-
cast, and the vessel was runniug under o press of sail when the lookout suddenly descried land
alicad, He instantly shouted to the man at the wheel, The lLelm was put down and the vessel
brought to the wind, but before this had been fairly accomplished she struck on a ledge. Wot
withstanding the imminent peril in whick they wore placed, they succeeded in getiing the sheetr
trimmed by the wind, and this careened the vessel so muach that after striking two or three times
she jumped over the sunken ledge, Although she had struck heavily she still remuained tight and
war worked off the Jee shore, arriving in Gloucester the follewing day in safety.

Vessels leaving the land, bound to the fishing grounds, thongl starting with a favorabie wind,
may meet with violent easterly gales hefore obtaining sufficient sea-room. These gales are gencr-
ally accompanied with snow, and the vessels being on a lee shore it is sometimes difficult to escape
disaster. The class of vessels under consideration are better provided with eables and ancliors
than any other gea-going eraft, and are thus coabled to ride out a gale safely on a lee shore, in
-vhich ne vessel carrying canvas could successlally work to windward. This is, doubtless, one of
the reasons why the loss of vessels from being driven ashore in gales is comparatively small.
Although gales are Tess frequent in the spring and sunneer seasons, the prevatence of dense fogs
exposes the fishermen jsnd all seamen to considerable dangers when approacling the land, and .
many disasters, some of them serious in e¢haraeter, have happened from this eanse. Suach dangers
are not nulike those already discussed, except 1hat they are not usnally aceompanied by such high
winds, and, ocenring during the warmer part of the year, are not so snre to be disastrous.

THE DANGERS OF COLLISION WITHE OTHER VERSELSR.

COLLISIONS ON ¥HE FIRHING ¢ROUNDS.—The danger ef collision is to be dreaded. Maony
losees have resulfed from accidents of this kind, and lives, as well as property, have been sacri-
ficed. Collisions are egpecially liable iu loealities wlhicre great numbers of vessels are passing and
repassing, as in the vicinity of Long Island Sound, or off Sandy Hook, New York, on Naptncket
Shoals, ¢ff Cape Cod, or near Cape Sable, Nova Sroti:.

Fishing vessels are perhaps morc liable to eollision than avy other vessels, becaunse of their
tendency to gather in large fleets, where fish—and espccially mackerel—are fonvd abundant, Sach
is the ardor of pursuit that the loss of booms and other light spars is copsidercd of small impor-
tance, and the risk of losing them js ofter incurred in hopes of obtaining some advantage in the
fishery.

Anpother fruitful season of collision is when a fleet of several bundred sail makes the attempi
to enter the same harbor at one time. They crowd in such numbers at the barbor's entranee {hat
it i3 next to impossible for them all to escape some damage. The injuries thus sustained are
generally of minor importance, such as earrying away booms or bowsprits. Some of the serious
losses by eollision are the following:

On September 26, 1869, the schooner Isaac Walton, of Gloucester, while returning from
George's Bank, came Into collision with the schooner Williamn Babson, and received such injuries
that she sank shortly afterward. The erew were saved.

On March 17, 1864, the schooner Triumph, of the same port, while bound to New York, wus
run down and snnk by the steamer Western Metropolis. The capiain nnd three of her crew were
Aaved by a boat from the steawer, but two of the crew were drownrd.

BEC IV-——38
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On Jauuary 17, 1873, the schooner Franklin A. was run dewn by the schooner E. B. Phillips,
off Falkland Island, Long Island Sound. The E. B. Phillips struck the Franklin A. amidships,
carrying away both masts and cutting through the hnll, cansing the latfer to sink almost immedi-
ately. The captain and the mate were knecked overboard by the shock of the colliding vessels,
but were rescued, narrowly escaping a watery grave. \

On May 31, 1865, the schooner Northern Chief, returning to Gloucester from the Western
Buanlk, was rup down and sunk off Cape Sable by the English steamer Bosphorus. The schooner
had a erew of eleven men; five of them were in the cabin, and, rushing on deck, succceded in
serambling up the rigging and boarding the steamoer just as the schooner was going down. The
rest of the men were drowned. This disaster was attributed to carclessness on the part of those
keeping watch on board the steamer.

On Muy 2, 1853, the schooner Ocean Nymph, of Gloucester, was run down by the ship S8arah
Janc off Cape Cod, but the erew wera gaved.

Many other instances wight be related where vessels und lives Lave been lost from ecllision,
aml many wore in which the vessels were badly injured.

Collisions semetimes occar throngh gross recklessncss, or perbaps purposely in a spirit of
retaliation or spite. :

Among the vessels engaged in the mackerel fishery, when jigging waxs the method of capture
employed, there was a shurp competition not only between the Provincial and American fleets,
but to a still greater extent betwceen vessels from different ports along the American coust, and
sometimes among those who were close neighbors at home.

When mackerel were plenty in auy one loenlity, large flects congregated there, lying to in
close proximity. At such {imes cach was anxious to secure as great a share of fish as possible,
and in the attempt to do this the rights of other vessels were considered of secondary importance.
Oune practice, that of “lee-bowing,” as it is called, was often a cause of ill feeling. To “lee-bow "
a vessel is to heave to direetly under her lee, thus tolling away the fish which are playing along-
side, having been attractétd by the bait which lLas already been thrown overboard. The skippers
of the vessels thus deprived of fish to which they had the first right, often seek a rather savage
revenge, By dint of skillful seamanship they carry away a boom or a boat of their rival without
receiving any injury themselves. Such injuries may sometimes be repaired at once, thongh they
may cause the loss of much valuable time spent in port. When from two hundred to four hundred
sail of vessels are closely packed fogether it is not uncommon for many accidents to Lappen even
when they are unintentional, especially when there is a fresh breeze blowing. It is then not unu-
sual for a number of vessels to meet with such minor disasters as the carrying away of maiubeoms
or bowgprits, and even more gerious damage may Le inflicted. ' .

Oue of the many instanees of this kiud took place off the northern shores of Cape Breton in
the fall of 1867. A flcet numbering between two aud three hundred sail bad collected in the
vicinify of Cheticamp, and, as it was Liie in the £all and the mackerel were moving rapidly on their
way from the fishing grounds, it was ¢vident that another chance of catching them daring that
season was unlikely to present itself. The mackerel bit freely, but would stay only for a short time
_ alongside of the vessels. For this reason the vessels were under way most of the time. The wind
blew fresh and the crews were eager to improve this last opportunity for that season. A great
many of them were reckless in the extreme, A number of the vessels bad their sails torn, their
spurs carried away, and many were run down and cut nearly to the water's edge. The disabled
vessels were obliged to cease fishing and haul out of the fleet for repairs. The loss of the oppor-
tunity te dsh seemed to De the lesser evil, for they were on & rock.-bound coast and far from any
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good harbor, With u sudden change of wind they would have been exposed to the dangers of a
lee shore, which, in their disalled condition, would probably have resulted in the loss of the vessel,

DANGERS IN HTARRBORS.

To a person unacquainted with a seamar’s life it miplt seem prebable that vessels in harbor
would be {free from danger, but this is not always the case. There have been instances of great loss
of property, and even of life, in the vase of vessels in harbor at the time of thedisaster. These losses
are sometimes due to the insecurity of the harbors during gales. More especially is this the case it
there is a large fleet of Oshing vessels af anchor together with coasting vessels, whieh are not so well
provided with cables and anchors. Semetimes a vessel of the latter class will strike acdrifr, and,
coming in eonfact with athers, will be the means of driving them asbore. Mauy losses of this kind
have oceurred in the Gulf of Saint Lawrenee, wlere several of the places resorted to by fslermen
for shelter are simply “one-sided” harbors, sffording protection to the vessels when the wind is v
certain directions and are open fo other winds. Meution bas already been made of losses at Pleas.
ant Bay and Cheticamp, which are two shelters of this class, where many serious disasters have
ocenrred.

On September 8, 18G9, a severe hurrieane ocearred on the New England coast, fu which several
Gloucester vessels were lost in shelters of this iusecure kind. Serions disasters have also taken
place at Souris, Prince Edward Island, - Many losses have also occurred in harbors thought o
be gecurs, Awoug these way be mentioned several disasters that have oceurred at Port Hood,
Cape Breton, Malpeqgue or Richmond Harbor, Prince Ldward Island, and many other harbors along
our cosst and that of Xova Scotis. Instances of losses ocenrring in harbors of this kind might e
multiplied, but this is probably not necessary, sinee those interested in the subject can find numer-
ous disasters of this kind recorded in newspapers printed in ilte large fishing ports.

DANGERS FROM IQH.

DANGERS 10 FISHING VESSELS.—Tle danger from collision with ice i3 one to which the ves.
sels engaged in the Grand Bank, Newfoundland, Cape North, Labrader, and Greenland fisheries
are particularly liable, )

In the latter part of winter and in early spring large masses of field ice, as well as many
icebergs, drift far south, covering a lirge extent of the eastern fishing grounds, including Flemislh
Cap, Grand Bank, Saint Peter’s Bank, and Banquerean, and ice has in some scasons extended so
far to the westward as to drive the vessels from parts of Western Bank. There are periods of o
fow years in succession when the fisherwen are tronbled but little by the floating ice; but there is
tore or less danger each spring on the Banks, and still more danger while making passages to and
from them.

Tor several weeks in the springs of 1870 and 1876 the whole of Banguerean and Green Bank,
part of the Western Bank, and tbe greater part of the Grand Dank, were covered with immense
fields of drifting jce. Many vessels were driven from the fishing grounds and obliged to lay by,
waiting for the ice to recede. Several of them were In collision with the jce or it drove fou! of them
when they were at anchor, Some vessels received considerable daniage, their planking being so
badlv chafed as to necessitate repairs. 1% is not positively known that any vessels engaged in the
Grzu:d Bank fishery met with very serioas damage by collision with ice during those seasons, hut
it is supposed that the loss of the James L. Shute and Janet Middicton, in the spring of 1876, was
canged in this manner. This seems the more probable as the ice, fuvr some weeks about the time

they were on their passage to the Grand Bawk, was drifted from 75 1o 100 miles sguth of the lati-
-i!':? *
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tude of Sable Islund, and was, therefore, diveetly in their eourse.  Much of this ice was very heavy,
and a collision with 7% espeeially when o vesse! was ranning at great speed, would result in almost
certain destruetion.  Many narrow exeapes frin disaster oceurred to the hslibut fieet while on the
passage homce, but as mosi of the dshermen were aware of the presence of the ice they generally
managed Lo escape withont any serious Joss,

Vessels engaged iv the Newfoundland berving fishery have been sarrounded by fielkl ice for
weeks at a time,* while on the passage home, and many thrilling tales are told of sech narrow
escapes from disuster. Dloubtless some of the tosses of vessels engaged in this fishery Lave been
the result of collisions with ice, although none of the erews of the missing schooners have been
left to tell the story of such disasier.

The vessels engaged iu the cod fishery about Cape North, north end of Cape Breton Island,
sometimes meet with eonsiderable diffiealty from drifting field-iee and are often driven from the
fishing gronud. lu one ipstance a vessel started her planking by eollision with ice in that vieiuity
g0 that she sprung a leak, 2ud ouly by great exerfions wak kept afloat until she reached a place of
safely.  More or less Qifficulty is also expericuced Ly vessels engaged ju the Magdalen herring fish-
ery. They enconnter drifting ice on their passage to those islands in the spring, and, although we
bhave ne accounts of any scricus disasters, the immunity from such may be ascribed to the extrenic
vigilance ef the fishernien.  Vessels fishing on the Flemish Cap are very much exposed to contaet
with icebergs even as late as July.

Perliaps no otler vessels ure 86 much exposed to danger from ice as the halibut fleet of New
England. They meet with many drifting icebergs and, ocecasionally, with large masses of ficld-ice,
on their route to the northern gronnds. To the spring of 1880 several vessels which started for
Greenland were obliged to give up the voyage and retarn to the Grand Bank on this acconat.

Ice, freesing in masses on the vessel's sails and rigging in extremcly cold weather, ix, perhaps,
more to be dreaded than eollision with floating iee. '

In the winter scason the temperature is often so low that every bit of flying spray congeuls
wherever it strikes, and the vessels soon become so loaded down that they are almost unman-
ageable. Thix is ouce of the commenest perils of the winter fisheries, and one that requires great
fortitnde and resolution to overcome. Amy neglect lo improve every opportunity of frecing the
vessel from ice would spon result in her foundering, Sometimes, for days and nights logether,
the men must remaiu on deck, constantly employed in peanding the ice and always at the immi-
nent risk of leing swept overboard., Vessels sometimes arrive in fishing ports so badly “iced up”
that it is impossible to lower the sails or to bring them to an anchor.

DANGERS TO WHALING VESSELS.~-On the homeward passage the Arctic whaling vessels, in
thick weather, are in constant danger from icebergs, espeeially about Hudson’s Bay, Cumberlawl
Gulf, and Davis Straits. There is less danger on the outward passage, as the “wateh on deek™
is more eagerly on the luokout. On the homeward voyage, however, when the approach of whales

* Twenty-four days in the ive.—%chooners Horewazd and Rattler, which lefi ¢this port for Newfoundland for a Touuel
of frozen herring in December lust, got frozen in while on the homeward passage, Febrnary 9, in Fortune Bay, awl
remained there ¢leven days. Got elear the 19h, and went into the ice again the same day and remained thers u niil
March 3. Schoonsrs B, (. Noyes, of Newburyport, and Charles A, Ropes, of Camden, Me., were also in the sawe
predicament. Captain Penningtou (of the Herewnrd) made » drawing of the scene, in which the four vessels are
visible fast Jocked in the iee, and the crews of the Hereward and Rattler busily engaged in getting some provisivus
from the 8. C. Noyes, which lay at & distance of 3 miles. The ice was so rough that they were obliged to carry the
fiour in bags, and the men with the bags on their backs, and the captain with the empty barrel to put it in when it
reached the vesscl, makes n lively scene. It was n tedions experience for all hands, and glad enongh were they 10
get cloar of their icy honds. Fartunate it was that the Noyes could supply them with fionr, otherwiso the men wonld
have suffered for this necessary of life.—Cape dnn Adcertiser, March 17, 1876.

v,
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is pot so much an object of interest, the lvokout is not kept with such vigilauce. The greatest
precautions against eollision with ice are taken from the time the vessels approsch the region where
they expeet to find ice—about the latter part of June—through July, Angust, and the firet part of
September,

Vessels engaged in the whale fisheries of the Avetie Sea, north of Bering’s Straits, are exposed
to great danger from ice, and many of them have been lost, eitber by leing driven on shore by the
iee or erushed Defween masses of heavy pack-iec.

Since 1871 more thun fifty whaling vessels lave been lost in the Arctie, north of Bering’s
Straits. In 1871 thirty.four out of a fleet of thirty-nine vessels were crusled in the paeck-ice. In
1876 twelve out of a fleet of twenty sail were lost und® gimilar circumstances. The story of the
great disaster of 1871 is told by Starbuck, in his History of the Whale Fishery., He says: +In the
fall of 1871 came news of a terrible disaster to the Arctic fleet, rivaling in its extent the depreda-
tions of the rebel crnisers. OF Point Belcher thiriy four vessels lay erushed and mangled in the
ice; in Honoluly were over twelve hundred seamen who, by this catastrophe, were shipwreeked.
* * * QOn the 2d of September the brig Comet was caught by the Lheavy ice avd completely
ernshied, her erew barely eseaping to the othier vessels. * * * XNothing but ice was visible offt
shore, the enly clear water being where the fleet lay, and that narrowed to & strip from 200 yards
te balf a mile in width, and estending from Point Belcher to 2 or 3 miles south of Wainwright
Inlet. * * *  Oun the 7th of Beptember the bark Roman, while cutting-iz a whale, was
caught between two humense floes of ice off Sea Horse Islands, whence she had helplessly drifted,
and croshed to atoms, the oflicers and erew eseaping over the ice, zaving scarcely anything bat
their fives, The next day the bark Awoashonks met a simifar fate, aud o third fugitive erew wnsg
distribated among the remainving ships” There appeared no chauce of velief o the ice-bound
vesseis, and after consultation amoug the eaprains it was agreed to abandon their skips, and a day
set when they wonld tuke to boats ju boped of reaching other vessels which were outside the barrier.
“The morning of the 14th of September came, and a sad day it was to the crews of the ice-bound
erafts. At noon the signals, flags at the mastheads, union down, were set, whicl: {old them the
time had come when they must sever themselves from their vessels. As a stricken family feels
when the devouring fames destroy the bome which was their shelter, and with it the little souve-
nirs apd priceless mewmorials whicl bad Been so cirefully collected and so earvestly treasnred, so
feels the wariner when compelled to tear himself from the ship which seems to him at ouce parent,
friend, and shelter.”  After two days' stroggling with the jee and waves, the boats, heavily loaded
with their freight of 1,200 whalemen, reached the more fortunate vessels and were kindly cared
for by their fellows, Tortutately no lives were lost by this disaster, though the money loss was
upwards of a million and a half of dollars. The loss by the disaster of 1876 was fifty men, and
vessels and cargoes valued at $300,000. Turther details of these and other disasters to the Arctic
fleet are given in another section of this report, which discasses the Listory and methods of the
whale fishery.,

DANGEKRS FROM TIRF AND LIGHTNING,

Fishiug vessels are sometimes exposed to dangers from fire and lightning, which canse many
mishaps, if not serious disasters. 1In Jone, 1864, a fire broke ont in the forceastle of the schooner
Sea Witch, at anchor on Cashe’s Ledge. It was discovered by the men who were on deck dress-
:ng fish, They immediately rashed forward with buckets, and by the most strennous efforts, expos-
ing themselves the while to the flames, succeeded in extinguishing the fire before any very serions
damage had been done, Another instance of this kind occurred to the scliooner Trincess, of
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Bueksport, Me., a few years Iater, while lying iv Prospect Harbor, Nova Scotin.  All of the crew
exeept the eaptain had gome to the wreck of the steamer Atlantie, a few miles distant from the
harbor, The fire broke out in the forecastle. It was first observed by the crews of some vessels
near by, and they proceeded to the rescue. Although the fire was well under way, they suc-
ceeded In extinguishing it by cutting holes through the deck, but not before the vessel was badly
damaged. _

Instances of vesscls having been struck by lightning are not at all rare, but as a general thing
they are only dismasted or receive some other slight injuries. There are a few cases, also, where
some of the crew have been very seriously injured.

DANGEES OF ATTACKS FROM MARINE ANIMAILS.

Fishing vessels are liable to attdeks from whales and swordfish. 1o the # History of the Sword-
fish™ instances are recorded of attacks upon vessels by swordfish. Many of the New Eugland
fishermen have their stories of swordfish striking their vessel. A New London fisherman of
MANY years' experience states that there are several broken swords in the bmil of bis vessel. The
danger from these attacks is from leaks, which have sometimes resulted in much damge,

‘Whales have been known to strike and cause the destruction of merchant and whaling ships,
but we bave no record of such disaster to fishing craft. “The Fisheries from 1623 to 1876,” pulb-
lished at Gloncester, gives the partienlars of a vessel of that port being towed by a whale. The
fluke of the anchor caught in the Mow-hole of the whale, and the frightened animal rusted through
the water with the vessel in tow. 1t Lecame necessary to cut the cable in order to save several of
the crew, who were away from the vessel hauling their trawls. Tn 1878 the ship Colubia was
sunk off the Newfoundland Banks Ly a blow from a whale. TLe erew took to the boats, and were
reseued by Captain Deddes, of the steamer P, Caland. The story of the loss of the whaleship
Essex in the southern seas is one of the most familiar in the annals of the whale fishery. 4 The
boats of the Essex had killed the call of a whale, when the mother, apparently nnderstanding
their connection with the ship, attucked it, retreating about a mile to get headway, and striking
the vessel on the bows, staving in its timbers and making a hole so large that it was useless to
attempt to step the leak,” The crew took to the boats, and were finally picked up.

DANGEES FROM THE DEFECTS OF BAD CONSTRUCTION OR FLROM AGE.

Although the majority of the fisLing vessels are as substautiaily built a8 any in+{he world and
are well calenlated in this respect to withstand the strains which may be Lrought to bear upon
them, yet unprineipled builders sometimes take advantage, when Dbuilding a vessel for sale, to
slight them io certain particulars. These may be briefly mentioned as-—{I) by puatting in defective
timber or planks; (2) by insufiicient fustening; and {3) by a lack of care in calking the vessol.

If to these defects are also added others in the rigging of the vessel, it follows as a matter of
course that she is poorly calenlated to withstand the vicissitudes and perils incident to the pursnit
of the fisheries, Vessels of this kind are sometimes built to be sold at a cheap rate, but such a
proactiec is entirely wrong, for it exposes the lives of many men to the danger of being lost at gea.
There shounld be provision for the legal pnnishment of those who engage tn such nefarious enter-
prises, '

Defects are, however, more frequently to be met with in old vessels, which are in some cases
sent to sea &s long as it is possible to obtain & crew for them, and it is to be wondered at that
more fatal disasters have not resulted from such a practice, There is no deoubt that the cause of

* Report 11, &, Fish Commissioner, Part YIiI, 1880,
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the loss of many valmable lives wight Le traced to this source; and owners who will persist in
exposing men to such peril, eertainly are deserving of the severest condemnation.

The fishermas:, who is called upon to ineet many dangers with which each voyage brings Lim
in contact, and for the resnlts frore which the owners may not be held respousible, shonld have at
least the secarity of a stanch and well-rigged vessel.

50, DAXGERS T0 FISHERMEN ON VESSELS AND IN BOATS.
DANGERS TO FISHERMEN ON VESSELS.

SEAS STRIKING THE DECE.—The most common aceident which is liable to ocenr is caused Ly
heavy seas, which strike the fishermen as they stand upon the deck of a vessel, knocking them
down and often inflicting serious injurices,

In the winter of 1877 Willimm Brown, one of the crew of the schooner Howard, of Gloucester,
was strick by a sea and severely injured by being knocked against the bows of the dories which
were laslied amidships, ’

In Deeember, 1880, one of the crew of the schooner David A, Story was standing on watceh ag
the Low of the schooner when a beavy sea struck the vessel. To avoid being thrown overboard,
he grasped the irop braees of the forward stove funnel. The sea knocked the vessel upon Lier
beam-ends, and when she righted he was found insensible, with Lis leg broken and several splin-
ters from the fore boom, which had been broken by the force of the sea, driven entirely throngh the
Hmb, )

Iostances of this sort might be multiplied, but it is sufficient to say that they oceur frequently
every winter, and rarcly without scrious or fatal results to the vietims, who are sometimes washed
overboard,

DAKXGERS OF FALLING I'ROM THE RIGGING.—Another serious danger is that of fulling frem
aloft. 'This kind of accident, however, occurs less frequently than the former. -

Capt. Garret Gulvin, in the spring of 1873, fell from the masthead of the schooner Restiess,
while on the Grand Bunks, striking the cable-tier. He received no serious injury. His was a very
fortunate escape, for lives are sometimes lost in this way, and a person thus falling rurely escapes
with less serious results than the fracture of a limb,

In the spring of 1873 Captl. Joseph Camphell, of Gloucester, fell from the musthead of his
vessel, which lay at anchor on the Banks, and was killed, Men sometimes fall from the main boom
while engaged in reefing the mainsail. In most cases these accidents are fatal, since at such times
the weather is generally too rough to permit their being rescued. Such falls are usually occasioned
by o sudden larching of the vessel, causing the men to losc their hold.

Whalemen sometimes fall from the rigging. Such accidents are usually the resalt of careless-
ness on the part of the sailors themselves. At times, while the erew are taking in sail, the eanvas
wraps itself around a sailor and throws Lim from the yard., Whether he falls ou deck or overboard
depends upon the position he cccupies on the yard,

DAKGERS FROM MOVEMEKTS OF THE BooMs.—Fishermen are sometimes injured by a blow
from one of the booms, nsually the fore-boom, as it swings from side to side, The injuries are
usually to the head, thongh sometimes the man is further wounded by being knocked upon the
deck. It is guite common, also, for them to be thrown overboard by a biow of the boom ot by
becoming entangled in swinging ropes.

Men are sometimes thrown overboard by a sudden lurch of the vessel. They are generally
lost, for at such times 1t is too rough to lower a boat to resene them.
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DANGER OF BEING WASHED FROM TIIE BOWEPRIT OR JIB-BOOM.—Another danger ia circoun:
tered by fishermen while on the bowsprit engaged in furling or reefing the jib. As the vessel
plunges up and down, the Lbowsprit is ofter completely submerged. Xt is then very difficult for a
man to retain his hold and to prevent being washed off and drowned. The force of the sea added
to the resistance of the water to the rapid motion of the plunging vessel brings tremendons power
to bear npon any objeet on the bowsprit.

A remedy for disasters of this class is possible. If, as in the English cutter and some other
Furopean vessels, onr schooners were provided with two jibs, or rather with a fore staysail and a
small jib, instead of the immense jib which is now commenly in use, in heavy weather the jib could
be farled and the men wounld not be obliged to go outside of the bow to shorten sail. This style .
. of rigging has been introduced to some extent upon the New England pilot-boats and upon the
larger class of Nova Scotin schooners, and is quite as applicable to all fishing vessels.

Men going on to a jib-Dooin to-furl the fiying jib are liuble to be washed overboard, and many
instances are on record of disasters of this kind, most of which have resulted in loss of life.

Men also sometimes fall overboard by the parting of the foot-ropes, or by missing their hold
during & sudden lurch of the vessel.

DANGERS MET WITH IN HOLDING THG CAntt.—Tlere is danger in connection with ¢ hold-
ing the cable” when it is “hLove up” or hauled in, either to change the arrangements of the cha-
fing gear or to “weigh the anchor.” Tho sudden rise of a vessel ou the crest of a wave may
jerk the cable forward and throw ihe persous who are holding it with mnch violence over the wind-
lass and into coutact with the iron brakes, thus inflieting injories.

DANGER FROM LIGHINING.— Vessels arc sometimes struck by hghtmng, their masts shat-
tered, and injuries inflicted to the crew. This sometimes occurs on the Banks, and in 1878 several
vessels were thus injured while Tying at the wharves at Gloucester.

DAXGERS FROM IFURNITURE.—Minor accidenis are frequent ont shipboard. When a vessel is
knbcked dewn by a sea the cabin stove may break loose and tuwmble about, burning some of the
men, In the gale of December 9, 18745, such an accident occurred to one of the crew of the
schooner Buth Groves, of Gloacester.

DANGERS FROM CUTS OR BRUIsES.—In dressing fish or cutting bait sudden movements of
the veasel are likely fo canse fishermen to cut their hands. Buch accidents, however, are not gen-
erally serious, though fingers and thumbs are sometimes sacrificed. When a man is engaged in
fishing the least cut or scratch soon beecomes a painful sore, for it is impossible to protect the raw
surface from the slime and salt with which the hands arc constantly in contact. Sometimes pain-
ful abscesses, or what are called by the fishermen  gurry sores,” are the result, In the summer
months fishermen suffer a great annoyance from the stings of “sun-jellies,” “sun-sqnalls,” or “sea-
nettles,” usually of the species Cyanea arctiva. The tentacles of these animals cling to the lines
and seines and the stings of the lassoo ceils canse the most intense pain at times. On the southern
coast even more gerious results are caused Ly contact with the tentacles of the Tortugnese man-
of-war, which sometimes produces a temporary paralysis of the muoscles and always acute suffering.
All fishermen protect their hands, when dressing fish, by wearing mittens, but, nevertheless, slime
will penetrate between the fibres and get npon {he skin. In handling the lives, the fishermen use
the so-called “nippers,” knitted irom woolen yarn. Cots of rubber or wool are used by the mack-
erel fishermen in order to protect their fingers when fishing with hand-lines; and sometimes they
wind yarn sround their fingers for the same reason, Almost all of the fishermen upon the Banks
are afflicted with small boils (éalled # Pin-jinnets”} upon the forearm, caused by the chafing of the
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heavy clothing saturated with salt water and the contaet of the enff of the oiljacket with the flesh
of the wrist.
DANGERS 10 FISHERMEN IN SMALL BOATS.

The fishermen in trawling on the Banks usually go ot in their dories fram ofve to thiree miiles
from the vessel for the trawls, and are exposed to numerous dangers.

CAPSIZED BY HEAVY SEAS.—DBoats are capsized either when the men are rowing to and from
tlie vessel, or when they are eugaged in hauling or setting the trawis. Pageg could be filled with
iustances of this kind, often resulting in loss of life, and frequently remarkable for examples of
herolsm on the part of fishermmen who have made attempts, at the risk of their own lives, to save
their weaker comrades.

#Bchooner Neptune's DBride was wreeked at Malcomb’s Ledge, Me., Sepiember 22, 1800,
Twelve of Ler fourteen men found a watery grave by the swamping of the boat in which they
songht to reach the shore. Oue man, Henry Jobnson, wag enabled to regain the beat. She was
full of wuder, but fortuuately there was a bucket in Lier, and a coil of rope. With the former he
commenced bailing, and by dint of hard Jabor managed te free ber, although she was continually
taking in water. A hogshead tub from the vessel hiad drifted across the boat amidships. This he
secured with lis rope, and that made the Doat ride more ensily. When he got tired of Dailing the
boat he would crawl into the tub, and when that goi fult of water hie would ecommence Lailing the
boat agaiu. He knew pot whither e was drifting, and became so utterly exhausted that, long ere
daylight dawned, be fell asleep. At noon-time o Belfast sehooner sighted the craft, bore down to
her, and her single passenger was reecived on board avd kindly cared for. Onc other of the crew,

“pamed Marsh, secured a resting place at the foremast-head, where for eighteen lhours e endured
greater agonies than death eould infiict, The sarging waters reached to his waist, while the pitti-
less rain beat upon his unprotected head, and the pangs of thirst and hunger clamored that he
should ceage the unequal strife and scelk oblivion in the seething flood, DBut the jnstivet of sel
preservation was strong, and ke maintained Lis position until Lis feet were chafed and raw, and
delirium set in, s critical position was at last discoverwd by two fishermen on Seal Islynd, and
he was taken off and tenderly cared for until reason resumed its throne and he was able to tuke
passage for home ' )

CAPSIZED BY WEIGHT 01 TRAWL.—There is danger of being apset by the strain on the trawl
line, as the dory rises upon the sea when tbe men are hauling in the line. The line is usually,
in such cases, around tbe trawl-wineh, or  hurdy gurdy,” and cannot be slackened quick enough
to prevent upsetting the dory.

OCAPSIZED BY SHIPPING WATER.—A dory heavily loaded with fish is Hable to e apset by
shipping a gnantity of water which brings the gunwales below the surface. When a boat is
upset in this way the men seldom escape from drowning. They are clothed from kead to toe in
heavy clothing, besides stiff outer clothing of oiled cotton or rubber, and with heavy boots, o that
they have little power of inevement in the water. In addition to this the water is extrewmely cold
on the Banks, in summer being rarely above 402 or 420, and in winter nearly at {he freczing point;
the nnfortunate fishermen become 50 chilled that {hey are ineapable of nruch cxertion. Of late
years the Gloucester fishermen have adopted the custom of fitting the dories with “plug heekets,”
which are loops of rope fastened to the under side of the plug in the bottorn of the dory. This
Ioop, or “becket,” is Inrge cnongh for A man to thrust his arm through, and he can thus cling to
the bottom of the boat until Iielp may reach him, A ¢“life-line” is also occasionally used. Thisis

* ({loncester and ita Fisheries, pp. 86, 67.
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a light rope stretehied along the bottom of the dory nearly from stem to sfern, being fastened at
each end and in the middle to small staples, and with two or three “beckeis” large enoungh for a
man’s arm. These are preferable to the “plug-beckets” because they enable two or three men {o
cling to the bottom of one dory, which is sufficiontly buoyant fo support them without difficulty,
but not to allow them to rest upon it. Numerous instances of the preservation of life by the use
of thig simple means are on record, and it is simple inllumanity (o send men away from the vessel
in dories which are not equipped with some such means of safety, for it is almost impossible for a
fisherman fo retain hold of the smooth slippery bottom of a eapsized dory, constantly swept by the
breaking seas. 'The #life-line” was introduced a few years ago, but the “plug-becket” has becn
in use 10 or 15 yeurs, though not to much extent wntil recentily. These ropes do not impede the
apeed of the dory, and the only ohjection ever urged against them is that they interfere with slid-
ing the dories about on the deoks of the vessels,

WASHED FROM THE BOAT.——The fishermen arc quite often washed out of their dortes by
breaking seas. In the fall of 1880 Thomas E. Lee, of Gloucester, while engaged in hauling a
halibat trawl on the Grand Bank, was struck by a sea and thrown 13 or 20 {eet from his dory. He
rosc to the surfuce twice, but was so much encumibered by bis clothing that ke was unable to swim.
As he was ginkiog the third time be cangbt the trawl, which was fastencd {0 the dory. Dy means
of this ke tried to haul himself up, but when siill aboat three fathoms under water one of the hooks
caught ia Lis finger and went completely through it. He then grasped the trawl above his head
with the other haud and by a sudden jerk tore the book from his finger. e hauled himself up
and reached the gunwale, but just then another hook caught in his clothing, which rendered it
diifficult for him to get inte the boat. Hc called to his dorymate for help, but the man was too®
frightened fo assist him. By a great cffort he pulled himself over the side of the dory and fell
down exhausted. This is an jnstance of the dogged pluck of the typical Gloucester fisherman, for
after recovering from the first exhanstion he persisted in bauling his trawl and filling Lis dory
with fish before returning to the vessel )

DANGER FTROM 8QUALLS.—While tending their trawls fishermen are liable fo be overtaken
by heavy sqnalls, especially in the winter season, and are unable to reach their vessels. Suclh
squalls are particularly dangerous Decause of the force of the wind, which creates Ligh seas,
and they are often aceompanied with dense snow, whieh adds to the anxiety and peril. Instances
of this kind are constantly occurring, and afford some of the most exciting episodes in the fisher-
may’s life, since, in every instance, a determined and hercic effort is made to regain the vessel in
spite of the wind and sea. Their efforts are often aided by their shipmates on the vessel, who
fusten o line to n dory or buoy wnd allow it to drift cut to the men who are struggling to reach the
vessel.  Sometimes over a mile of rope is paid out in this manner, which expedient has resulted in
the saving of numerous lives. When thati is not available the cable has sometimes been ent or
the anchor broken out Ly putting sail on the vesscl, which then runs down toward the dory and
rescucs the men. At night a light is sometimes rigged to the paid-ont dory. When all these
expedients fail the lost fishermen may be rescued by other vessels in the neighborheod, but too
often they drift about for several days before being picked up. Fishermen have been thus adrift
for six days without food or water and finally rescoed, and many mere have perished after drift-
ing for a long time or have been scon swamped by the breaking waves. When fishermen are thus
adrift and exposed to heavy sens they may succeed in keeping the dory aficat by means of rigging
a “drag,” a contrivanee by which the head of the dory is kept to the wind and sea, and it is thus
prevented from swamping. This “drag” is often made of the body of a dead halibut by tying it
by the head and tail. A buoy keg, with a bole in it, which will fill with water apd thns present a
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resistance to the ses, is also used with the same result. The men meapwhile steadty the boat with
their oars to prevent it from swinging “side to the wind.”

PRECAUTIONS AGATNST LOSS OF LIFE.—Much suffering and loss of life might be prevented if
the fishermen would carry food wud water in their dories when they go ont to haol the trawls. So
many vessels are passing daily in the vicinity of the Ashing grounds that the chances are against
a boat drifting for many days without being picked up, provided the men are ahle to Lkeep up their
strength and spirits. Many of the banks arc so near the land that the men could sueceed in reach-
ing it if they had provisions to support their strength for a few days. The custom of carrying
water and occasfonally provisions in the dories in thick weather is, it is claimed, coming more iuto
fuvor, but this simple precaution agaiost disaster and suffering should be insisted npon by bumane
public sentiment, and possibly alse by legal enactment,

1t has been suggested that it would be uscless to make laws for the govermunent of fishermen
when they are out of sight of the officers of the law, but no matter liow carcless the crew and skip-
pers may be, if a law allowed the fishermen to bring a suit for damages against ihe master and
owners of a vessel which sent them ont in a small boat without provisions, it would be clearly to
the interest of the latter to oblige them to earry the necessities of life, no matter how careless the
men themselves might be.

John Maynard, of New Londen, and William Corthell, of Lyme, Conn., of schooner Gileon
Carman, left, that vessel on George’s on Wednesday, March 17,1869, iu a dory, lo haal their trawls,
and while doing so0 a very heavy thunder-squall sprang up, driving them from the banks. They
had at the time several halibut and from sixty to seventy codfish, which they had to throw over
board, with the exception of one, which they retained to eat. After eating a little it made them
sick, and they were obliged to throw it away. On Thursday night they saw a vessel, but were
unable to attract ber attention; were driflted about all day Friday and Friday night, without any-
thirg to eat. On Satarday merning a duck Lt in the vicinity of the boat, which they managed to
kill and ate it raw. On Batnrday nighrt, when they Liad nearly given up the idea of being saved,
they made a light o few miles abead, Tley immediately palied for it, when {t proved te he the
schooner Henry Clay. During the time they were in the boat they had a steady storm of rain and
snow and were frequently capsized, but with the aid of a bucket they managed to keep the boat
clear of water. Corthell had his feet badly frozen. Maynard’s arm was badly chafed and swollen,
and both snffered greatly.® '

#The Dominion Government gteamer Newfield, Captain Goilford, arrived af JIalifas from
Sable Island to-day, and brought yp William Coleman and James McGrath, who bad landed on
th: island. The two men belonged to the fishing schooner Procter Brothers, of Gloncester, Mass,
They left the vessel in a dory on the western banks of Newfoundland on the mornin g of Sunday,
April 18, to mttend to their trawls. While at this work a gale sprang up, and {hey were unable to
get back to the vessel. For five days they drifted about at the merey of wind and waves, withent
food or water. Their sufferings were intense, as the weather was very cold. MeGrath had Dboth
feet Ladly frozen. On the evening of Tuesday, April 22, their dory drifted ashore on Bable Island,
and the two men are kindly cared for by the men stationed there to aid wrecked people.”$

DANGERS OF ¥O4 OB THICK WEATHER.—There is constant danger, at all seasons of the year,
of ﬁsheximen, while ont in the boats, losing sight of the vessels. In summer, when there is no
anow, lhe fogs are most prevalent. To prevent accidents of this sort, so far as possible, vessels are
prévided with bells, horns, and guns, The common tin horn and Andersen'’s patent horn, in which
the air is forced through a reed by a piston, are the most comnmon horns in use, Occasionally the

* Gloucester and its Fisherien, p. 66. { Boston Herald, April 30, 1580,
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old-fashiened conch-shell horn is carried, and this is considered by many experienced fishermen
superior to the tin horn. Some vessels carry moskets and a few of them small cannon. The firing
of cannon is so expensive and dangerons that they can only be used in an emergency, and they
are not generally fired until too late to be of any assistance to the men who are sstray. Itis
estimated that an ordinary horn ean be heard in ealm weatber from 1 mile to 13 miles; with an
ordinary breeze it can be heard to ithe windward perhaps not 200 yards, to the leceward perhaps a
mile; but in much of the weather in which fishermen are out hauling their trawls such a born
cannot be heard to a greater distance than one-quarter the lengih of one of their trawl.lines.

Amn objection to the Anderson piston horn is that it gets so easily out of repair that sometimes,
after being used for a few lLiours, it is of no further service until it has been overbauled.

There are Very serious objections to the nse of the mouth horn. The labor of blowiug this
devolves upon the skipper, who remains on board the vessel, and is obliged to keep blowing from
morning until night, in order that the boats may keep within a safe distance of the vessel. This
continual blowing is very exbausting, so that the skipper’s power to aid his men is very much
diminished at the close of the day, when the sound of kis horn is generally most needed. Some
device by whicl: a saceession of lond blasts, at frequent intervals, can be kept up on board of the
vessels, especially some horn whieh ean be worked without the aid of ihe human lungs, and
powerful enough to be heard a long distanee, would be of the greatest importanee to onr fisbermen,
as well as to sea-faribg men of all ¢lasses and nations.

Much of the danger incurred by the thickness of the fog preveuting the men in the dories from
seeing their vessel may be averted by the use of a compass in each dory, Although this custom
has Leeo growing in favor within the last ten yeuars, yet probably not more than onc-half of the
dories belonging to Gloucester vessels are provided with this instroment, and the proportion in
vessels from other ports is very much less,  It-seemns culpable negligence on the part of the owners
not to provide compasses for their erews, since {he cost of an instrument suficiently accurate to
answer every purpose does not exceed $3. It is a fair guestion whether they skould not be ebliged
by law to furnish such additional sa—feguards to prevent suffering and logs of life, It should be men-
tioned in this connection that where compasses are used they are in every instance furnished by
the erews, and not by the owners of the vessels.* Fifty-two men were reported to liave gone
astray, from Gloucester vessels, in about two months, in the spring and eaily sinmer of 1883.

DANGERS FROM ¢0LLISION.—There is danger, in foggy weather, of a dory being run down
by steamers or passing vessels, though disaster can usually be avoided by cutting the trawl or
anchor Hne. Dories are sowmetimes capsized by heavy seas when unloading their fish and gear
alongside the vessel. The mannper of setiing trawls under sail is described in the chapter on the
halibut fishery. This is the only method of setting trawls in the haddock winter fishery. As the
vessel under sail approaches the dories to pick them up, there is a danger of the man at the whecl
miscalculating the exaet distance, and, etriking the dory, of upsetting her. Many instances of this
kind are recorded. Seine boats, with ten or twelve men on board, ave been upset in this way,
though loss of life has pot been frequent as a result of such accidenta.

DANGER OF THY UPRETTING OF SMALL BOATS WHEN UNDER SAI1L.—This is a nof uncommen
cause of loss of life, not 50 much in the case of the Bank fishermen in their dories &s in the shore
fisheries, often earried on in sail boats by men who are reckless in their management.

* LOST 1% THE FOG.—James Burke and Henry Fitzgerald, of schooner E. B. Phillipa, from Le Have Bank, 14th,
left their vessel at 4 p. m. New Year's day, A thick fog setting ia, they were not able to regain her, and they rowsd
all night and the next day, when, &t 6 o'clock, they were fortunate enongh to get alongside schooner Tragabigzands,
where {hey got something 1o eat, and, taking & fresh start after getting rested, reached their own vessel st midnight,
after having been absent thirty-six hours.—Cape dnn Adrertiser, January 21, 1876
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DANGER FROM DRIFTING ICE,—During the latter part of winter and in carly spring the hajibut
catchers on the Grand Bank and Tanguercau are in danger of drifting ice, which may separate
the deries frown the vessels,  In the spring of 1875 several dories got astray in this way, though
they were afterwards picked up and the men were returned to their vessels or bronght into port,

DANGERE OF BEING BLOWN OUT T0 81A.—~The liability of Ashermen, who are engaged in the
shore fisheries in small Doats or dories, to be blown off to sea by sudden and high winds is o dan- -
ger to which this class are especially exposed. Instanpces of fatal results from this cause are not
uncommon in most of the fishing communities, and narrow escapes from nerilous positions have
been frequently recorded. A mishap of this very kind fs vividly described in Celia Thaxter's
 Isler of Shoals”:

“QOne of the most bideous experiences 1 ever heard befell & young Norwegian now living af the
Shoals. He and 4 young companion came out from Portsmoutlt to set their {rawl, in the winter fish-
ing, two years ago. Before they reached the island, came a sndden squall of wind and snow, chilling
and Blinding. In a few moments they knew not where they were, and the wind eontinued to sweep
them away, Preseutly they found themselves tnder the lee of White Island Head ; they threw
out the road-lines of their trawl, in desperate hope thai they weight held {he boat till the aguall
abated. The keepers at the light-house saw the poor fellows, but were powerless to help them.
Alas! the road.lines soon broke, and the little beat was swept off again, they knew not whither,
Night came down npon them, tossed on that terrible black sex; the suow ceased, the clouds flew
before the deadly eold northwest wind; the thermometer sanle below zere. One of the men died
Lefore morning ; the other, alone with the dead man, was still driven on and oun before the pitiless
gale. He had no cap nor mittens ; had lost both. He bailed the beat incessantly, for the sea broke
over him the livelong time. He told me the story himself, e looked down at the awfuol face of
lhis dead friend and thought *how soon he shonld be like him?’; but still he never ecased bailing—
it wag all he conld do. Before night be passed Cape Cod and knew it as e rushedd by,  Another
upspeakably awfnl night, and the gale abated no whit. Next morning he was almost gono from
cold, fatigue, and hunger. His eyes were o swollen he could hardly see; but afur off, shining
whiter than silver in the sun, the sails of a large schooner appeared af the edge of the fearful wil-
derness. Fe managed to holst a bit of old canvas on an oar, He was then not far from Holmes
Hole, nearly two hundred miles from the Shoals! The schooner saw it and bore down for him, but
the sea was running 50 high that he expected to be swamped every instant. As she swept past,
they threw from the deck a rope with a loop at the end, tied with 4 bow-line knot that would net
slip. It caught him over the head, and, clutching it at his throat with both hauds, in an instant he
found himself in the gea among the ice-eold, furious waves, drawn towards the vessel with all the
strength of her erew. Just before he emerged he Leard the captain shout, ¢ We've Jost him!? Ah,
the bitter moment! TFor a horrible fear struck through him that they might lose their hold an
instant on the rope, and then he knew it would lic all over. But they saved him, The boat, with
the dead man in it all alone, went tossing, heaven knows where” :

An parly acohdent of this kind is recovded by a ehrovicler of colenial bistery :

“In January, 1641, 4 shallop, with eight men, woull go from Fiseataqua (thougl advised to
the contrary), on the Lord’s day, towards Pemaquid, bud were by the porthwest wind driven to sca
for fourtoen days; at length they reached Monhegin, and four of them in this time perished with
the cold.”

DiNGEER FROM DROWNING.—In eonsidering the varions dangers to which rbe bshermen are
exposed by the npsetiing of boats and by being thrown overbeard, it is well to remombur that
* the men have little chance of saving themselves by swimming, however expert they may be.
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Overloaded, as they are, with thick clothing, rendered doubly heavy by saturation, they have
comparatively very little use of their limbs, and, besides, the water is so cold that their musecles
would goon become paralyzed. The majority of New Englaud fishermen are completely ignorant
of the art of swimming ; iv fact, the abidity to swim is not considered by them to be of any special
importance, a8 it searcely increases their chances for safety. In talking with fiskermen npon the
subject they will refer Lo instapees which have fallen under their observation of two men in &
beat, one of whom could swim and the other could not. The former, trusting to his skill when
the Doat was capsized, allempted to swim to a place of safety and was drowned, while the other,
clinging to the boat, was resened unharmed.

PRECAUTIONS, ACTT AL OR POSSILLE, FOL THE SAFETY OF LIFE.—Strange to say, there are
rarely any provisions on our fishing fleet for the succor of those who are overturued into the water,
If fishing vessels, like merchant and otber vessels, eould be compelied by law to carcy lifa-huoys
or preservers, many lives might yearly be suved.  This law mighi be enforeed mueh in the same
way zs8 has already been suggested for the provision of life-ropes and eatables npon the fishing
dories. A small outlay by the owners of the fishing vessels to.provide sach simple safety appa-
ratug as wonld be necded b)Y a vessel and ity erew of twelve or fificen men, would yield resuts
of innnense importance in the way of preserving valuable lives.

DANGERS OF SALMOYN-FISHING 1X THE COLUMBIA RIVER.— A the salmon lhave Decome less
abundant ap the river, the men go farther down, and now the best fishing is found near the bar
at the river's mouth, where the breakers ure very dangerouns, especially in the spring.,

Many of the fishermen are drunk or asleep in the bottom of the boat when it nears the bar,
and henco lose tkeir lives. Often, too, sober and skillfal men take dangerous risks for the sake
of & good cateh.  Sometiines miscaleulations as to wind and tide result in the boats being driven
inte the breakers, where they are swamped at onee. :

In stormy weather, for varions reasons, some men are drowned almost every night. In 1879
about forty men were drowned, and more than {hat number in April and May of 1880. Little cutside
notice is taken of these accidents, Most of the fishermen are foreigners, without famiiy or friends,
and, nnless their bodics are taken in gill-nets, when drowned they drift out to sea and the boat is
reported as missing,

DANGERS 70 WHBALLMEN AND SEALLRS.—The whalcboats sent out from the vessels to kill
sl seenre the whales are often struck by the whale’s flulies, and many whalemen bave lost their
lives at such times. Soemetimes the men are caught by a foul line and being carried overboard
arg drowned. Men cngaged in the fur-seal and sea-elephant fisheries have Jost their lives by the
capsizing of the bouts while making a landing on the rocky shores of the seal istands, In the
deseription of the whale and seal fisheries, in another section of thig report, numerous instances
of these and other dangers to whalemen and sealers are more fully discussed.

51, PROVISION FOR THE BEREAVED FAMILIES OF FISHERMER,

The nature and extent of the disasters to which our flshermen are constantly exposed having
Leen consjdered, it is of interest to know what systematic efforts are made for the relief of their
families wlhen, as is usually the case, they are left without adequate means of support.

Private benevolence and the erganized charity of the different religious denominations have
Deen found sufficient for the ueeds in this respect of many of the smaller fishing commuuities, In
the larger porte private charity is very extensively practiced, notwithstanding the existence of
various charitable organizations,
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In Gloucester, subscription lists are often circulated, musical and literary entertainments are
given, and benefit balls are organized by the friends of impoverished families.*

On the oceasion of extensive disasters, such as occurred in 1862 and 1879, large subseriptions
have l.een made both in Gloucesier and in other eities. The contributions through varions sourees
for the relief of sufferers at Gloucester after the great losses of February, 1879, amounted to abount
$30,000. )

Many fishermen belong to such organizations as the Masonic fraternity, the Odd-Fellows, and
the Knights of Pythias; and in some communities the systems of assarance and mutual help thus
provided are called into much activity. A large percentage of the native-born fishermen are
probably Freemasons. In Gloucester there are two lodges of Freemasons, and in Provincetown, at
Boothbay, Me., and at other ports on the coust of Maine this orgauization is large and iufluential.

There is no doubt that if the town records of the eurly days were searched many instances
might be fonnd of especial provisions fur individual eases like that in the Jaw here quoted, whielr,
though not directly to the point, illustrates the nsage of the eclonies in the seventeenth century:

it Att the Generall Conrt of his Mat® held ait Plymoutl, on the 47 of October, 1675,

“This court, being informed of the low coundition of Aptbya, the relict of John Kuowles, of
Eastham, whoe was lately slayne in the collonies seruice, towards the releiffe and support of the
said widdow and her children, haue ordered to receiune ten ponnds eut of the proffitts of the fishing
att Cape Codd, wherof fiue pounds to be payed to her this yeer, and the oiber fine the next yeer”t

One of the earliest instances of public aid to fishermen’s families, of wlich recerd has been
found, was in 1771, when the provincial government of Massachusetts placed in the hands of a
committeo the snm of £118 for distribution among the families left destitute by the destrretion of
twenty-nine vessels in & siorm on the Grand Barpk.

Charitable societies have been organized at various times and places. Sueh was the Marine
Society of Newbaryport, which had, in 1861, funds to the amount of 26,000, mostly the contribu-
tions and legacies of sea captains, Awmong its beueficiaries at that time were said to be some of
the most respectable people of Newburyport, superanunated seamen, widows, and children, The
fishing interests of this town bave of late declined 1o such an extent that there i3 no need of such
a society except to continue its past benefactions,

Wellfléet, in its days of importance as a fishing port, supperted a charitable organization
called “ Wellfleet Marine Beuevolent Socicty.” In 1861 this society had a reserve fund of $3,000.§

At Portland, Me., there are no organizations to provide for the fishermen’s widows and
orphans, buf the masters of merchant vessels are cared for by the Marine Charitable Society,
The comparatively rare cases of destilution among fishermen here, as in many other fishing ports,
are provided for by the town poor laws.

In some of the largest fishing ports, such as (Houcester, where the frequent recirrencs of dis-
asters is 5o extensive as to be practically beyond the reach of individoal or extemporaneous efforts
for relief, charitable societies bave been organized, but we cannot learn that any arenow partieniarty
active outside of Gloucesier,

* & MERITORTOUS ACT.—Copt. Ezekiel Call, who waa lost in ile schooner Willium Murray during the severe gale
of April 2, 1871, Teft » widow and five small children, Soon after his loss she was presented with a house-lot 2t River-
dale, and her relatives and friends signified their intention of building & house thereon and making her a present of
it. The money for the lumber waa raised by sabscription, the cellar dug and stened by willing Lands; then foillowed
the carpentry work, painting, &e., all doge by volunteers. The house was ready for ocenpancy in the spring of 1873,
and tho thanks of the widow and the fatherless will descend ae & benediction epon the hearts of thoese who assisted in
ite eraction cither Ly money or labor.-- Cape dnn Advertiser, 1873.

tPlymonth Colony Records, Vol. V, 16068-1678, p. 177,

3 Provincetown Advecate, Jan, 25, 1871.—*"A notice of the annunal mecting in the Methodist church Jan, 17.”
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The most important and most efficient of these is the Gloneester Fishermen’s and Seamén’s
Widows and Orphans Aid Society. This was first organized in March, 1862, as the Widows and
Orphans Fund Soctety, and sinee that date the yearly collections have been as follows: 1862,
$18,544; 1863, 8155; 18G4, $7,600; 1565, 84,601; 1866, $4,013; 1867, $3,540; 1868, $4,550; 1869,
$4,897; 1870, $4 420; 1871, §4,020; 1572, §4,220; 1873, #5,485; 1874, $5,102; 1875, 85,120; 1876,
$4,606; 1877, 84, 8GO 1878, 3,202; 1879, $18,559; 1860, $3,350; 1881, 83,900. Total receipts to
1881, %115,893. I’undas held by the society {inv ested) ak oloae of season, 1881, $20,500. Total
expenditure in nineteen vears, $95,395.

In 1862 the money was raised by public sabseription. The terrible gales in J anuary and
February of that year resulted in 2 loss to Gloncester of twenty vessels and one hundred and forty
men, leaving seventy-five widows and ore hundred and sixty fatherless children needing 2id. A
meeting of the citizens was held in the Town Hall and a commitice appointed to distribute cirenlars
stating the facts and calling for cubscriptions.  In response to this call money was received from
various parts of the country, a genevous citizen of Salem econtributing 8500; in other cities and
towns upwards of $10,000 was raised; and the people of Gloucester contributed more than §5,000.
About 88,000 of the receipts of the seciety that year were dishursed for the immediate relief of
sufferers, and tle balance lield as 4 fund for futore needs.

The following year, 1863, efforts were made to induce fishermen to join the soeiety, and cer-
tificates were issued af 81 each which entitled their families to receive benefit in case the one paying
for the certificate should be lost. Owing to the superstitious of the fishermen this plan was not
very suecessful, only about one hundred aud ffty of them being induced to buy the certificates.
In Marcl, 1805, the socicty was reorganized under its present name, and established on a perma-
nent basis.  Aun atiempt was made at this time to induee the fshermen to become life members by
the payment of £10 each, but this plan met with no greater favor than selling certificates. -

Tle most successful plan for raising money, and the one still in force, waas first attempted in
1864. By this methed an assessment of & of 1 per cent. is made ot the earnings of the fishermen.
This amount is deducted from the fisherman’s share at the settling vp of each trip, and the total
colleetions of the season are handed over to the society by the fisking firms at the end of each
year. Additional amounts are received from private contributions. The large collections of 1870
were very largely from outgide sources. Sceveral other aid socjoties were organized in that year,
awd their total collections reached nearly $30,000, From $5,000 to $6,000 are now annually dis-
bursed by the Widows and Orphans Aid Bociety, s widow with three or four children receiving
#30, and smaller families about 30, DBesides allowances of money, clothing and fuel to the
amount of $75 to $125 per family are distributed. The namber of families receiving aid in 1871
wus 120; in 1875, 135; in 1876, 136; in 1877, 157; in 1878, 134; in 1870, 208; in 1880, 193,

The finaneial report of this society for 1879 shows contribntions from abroad amosnting
to $14,353.83; by legacy, $437.25; from fishing frms and other Gloucester snbseribers for 1879,
$2,705.07; from interest, back snbseriptions, and other sonrces, $2,387.78; total receipts, $19,893.93.
The amourt paid out in cash allowances was $5,351.53; for fuel, #1,082.35; for clothing and shoes,
$378.41; provisious, $664.79; aid to Rockport families, $325; paid balance due treasurer, $965.80;
expenses, $310.77; invested, #0,000; cash on hand, $1,815.28; total, #19,803.03. The number of
families assisted was 208, of which nomber 109 were added during the year. There were 2_2 pack~
ages of clothing received and 860 garments distribated during the year.

The annual report for 1880 shows receipte—from a friend, #500; from fishing frms for 1880,
$1,771.83; from back subseriptions, interest and other sources, $4,675.96; total receipts, inclading
cash on hand ($1,815.28) at beginning of year, $8,763.09. ' The disbursements were—in allowances
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of cash, $5,623.09; in frel, $1,165.24; provirions, $213.06; clothing and shoes, $258.12; amount
loaned, $500; paid for books, printing, &e., $17.42; for treaswrer and collector, 8250 ; cash on hand,
$736.16. The number of families receiving assistance during the vear was 193, and the number
taket off the lst during the year was 38.

Gloucester has three other charitable societies, one of which, the Tenemwent Association for
Widows anid Orphans, was organized in 1871. Tts ebject is “to fornirly, at moderate rate, homes
for the widows of our lost fishermen.” It has erected, at a cost of §7,500, a building containing
ten tenements. This is a neat structure in the western part of the city, on #The Meadows.” It
was, unfortunately, not built in a sufficiently central location and las not fully served the purpose
for which it was intended. The poor women are obliged to work for their living and this tenewent
is toe remote frow the busy part of the town.

The Gloucester Female Charitable Association was organized in 1834, for the purpose of assist-
ing the poor. Its funds are derived from anounal memberships and donations. In 1875 it aided
126 families, most of which were those of fisbermen. The financial report of this seciety for the
Fear 1879 shows receipty from contributions, $4,182.02; from assessments, interest, &c., $254.50;
cash on hand at beginning of year, $36.27; total, $4,472.79. The disbursements for the same year
were as follows: For groceries, $801.05; for dry goods, $307.53; for shoces, $541.50; for fuel, stoves,
meat, milk, &c., $499.03; invested, 82,500; cash on hand, $23.6%; rotal, $4,472.7%. The number
of garments distributed for tha year was 1,745,

The Gloncester Relief Association was organized in 1377 for the relief of the deserving poor
of that city. It bad no accumulated fund, but depended upon voluntary contributiens of the
bensvolent to meet the pressing demands consiantly made npon its charity. It has no salaried
officers. After the disastrous gale of February 20, 1879, the association made an appeal to its ear-
licr beneficiaries and fo the charitable public for the relief of the 53 widows and 149 children thus
left dependent upon charity, The appeal was nobly responded to, the amount collected being
#6,846.04, OF ihis amonnt $6,496.37 was distribnted fo fbe needy, and the balance in the treas-
urer’s hands in March, 1881, was $349.67. Besides the coutribations of money, the association
received large quantities of clothing and provisions, which were given to the families of the fisher-
men. It iz intended to make the assovciation a permabent one, us there iz copstant need of its
kindly services.

Apa,.rb from the organized charifable associations, moch good work is done at Gloucester
in & more private way. What is known as the Cape Ann Advertiser Fund was contribuled by
gubseribers of that paper for the relief of sufferers by the gales of Febrnary and March, 1879.
This fund amounted to $671.59 and was the means of doing much good. At the same peried the
* Boston Theater Company sent & generoﬁs donation of money to Glonocester, which was disbursed
by the mayor, assisted by citizens. Collections have been taken in Gloucester churches from time
to time for the relief of suffering families of lost fishermen, and donations are frequently received
by Gloncester ministers from benevolent persons in other places.
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