
D.-DAll~GERS OF THE FISHERIES.

49. DANGERS TO THE VESSELS.

The characteri8tics or the fishing schooner aIll] its management will be discussed hereafter.

We shall here consiller the dangers to which these vessels amI tILeir crews are exposed.

The dangers to w hieh t 11 ese vessels are li3:b1c may be considered under niue head s: (a) Dangers

on the fishing grounds; (b) daul:ers cnoouutered while makiIlg passages to awl from the ground8 j

(c) dangers in Itpproadling and Jcavi ng the shore; (d) dangers from collision; (e) lIall gel's of the

harbor; (I) dangers from ice; (g) dangers from fire or lightning; (11) dangers from attacks of
marine animals; (i) awl dangers from defects in the construction of the vessel itself.

DA..~GERS ON TIlE FISIlING GROUNDS.

DANGERS OF TITE COD FISHERY ON GEOIWE'S BANK.-.Judging' from the record of disasters,

the George's llHhery is probably the most dangerous one in the world. On this ground onr one

humlred Gloucc8tl~rVCS!'Iels are constantly employed, winter and summer. In summer a few New
Lonuon lessel~ resort there, principall.y for halil)llt, and it is also vi8ited hy a :fi~et of mackerel

catchers. The peculiar danglm, of this filihery are encountered chiefl.r in tbe winter. It is tbe

cm~tom for the Hlssels ill winter to anehor close to one another upon BOrne portion of the Banks.

The fa.orite locality is ill the immediate Vicinity alld to the ealltward of extensive shoals, on which
there is from 2 to 12 fathoms of water, and where the wa'Ve8 break in rough weather. There are

few instances where .easels which haw! beeu lost in tLi!'! 10caJit~' have left allY record of the nature

of the disaster which befell them. There is therefore doubt as to bow most of the losses have

occurred, but the theory is generally accepted that the vessels drifted into shallow water and

foundered.. There h:t>e heen a few casetl in which veflscls have righted with loss of masts after
being rolle~l over by thfl waves, and the crews ha:ve survived to tell the tale. Most of the 105$("8

have lJ(w,n during heu\-y easterly gales, when tbe veMsels may have been forced into shallow water.

The proximity in which the vessels are auchered greatly enhances the da.nger to which they are

expot'l(~,for if one of them goes adrirt it may become necessary for mallY of those to leeward to cut

their cables and also go adrift. Sometimefl nearly the whole fleet has been thus set adrift at once.
or course, if they can retain their boM upon the. bottom they are in comparatively little danger.

The theory is held hy many fishermen that los8 is often occasioned by a drifting vessel com

ing" into collhsion with one at anchor, an accident which is most surely attended with fatal reaulta

to both. There is ouly once inst&nce on record wbere a veBsel thus drifting into contact with an

other escaped destruction, and in this case the vessel wllich tlhe struck immediately sunk. This
theory receives strong support from the fact that there have been 80 many hundreds of narrow
escapes from collision between vessels thus drifting about. In the columns of the Cape Ann
Advertiser and ill the Gloucester Ii Fisberman'l'I Memorial and Record Book" may be found re

corded n umerOll8 instances of this kind. These gales are generally accompanied by dense snow and

orten also by with extreme coM which renders it qniteimpossible for the meli to look to windward and
to see a drifting vessel in time to cut tile ca.llie and escape collision. It hi the common CWltom for
the ~Dtire crew~ at such times to rema.in un deck, pmpa'l'ed for My emergency, and if it is pOssible
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to see the drifting vessel in time the.y may succeed in getting clear. Since there is no iusurance

on cable8, there is great reluctance to cut them as long as tl..H.'re is a possible chalIce of escape

from collision in any other way. Then, too, the men feel that if they cau hold fast to their

anchorage they are safer than they would be if adrift and running the risk of going on the shoals
or colliding with other ~esseb;. For these rea!:iOllS the} often refrain from cnttillg the cables un t.il it
is too lat,e, in hopes that the drifting vessel will dear them. XnmerolU; instances arc told of enhIe,,;

havillg' boon cut only when the allprOlwhing vessd was on the top of a wave and the one at anchor

was in the hollow of the sea direetl~' under it. At such times a nlOment'" delay would be fatal,
Then\ are doubtless many instances of careless negligence ill failiug to keep a proper watch and ill

not LaYing the appliances at hand for cutting tLt! cable. Ver:Jc oftAm the rnl;(j~ aT'e stiffened with

ice and the sails so hea\cy with snow that it is impossible to raise them ill time t6 a,void tlisaster,

even though there may be time to cut the cable. Perhaps, however, the principal (Janse of di"aster

ii:! the reckless daring of the fishermen, who persist in remaining at [umhor in close proxjlUjt~' to

other vessels even when the)' see the gale i.B (lomiug, and, bJ' removing their anchorage a short dis·
tance, th(W might greatly lessei. Uw risks of disaster. They are led to remain in the same pos~tioll,

and to take resultinJ:t risks, both from the fear of losing an opportunity of securing a fare of fish,

and from a dislike to the app(>,arance of timidity. III spite of all the dangers, and the fact that so

many vessels of the George's fleet are ycarlJ' wrooked, there are malJy skippo1'li' in tht'l service who

have never Bustained even a serious los8 of property. An old Gloucester skipper told us that for

24 :yea.rs he had fished Oil George's and hl~d never lost even a cable. He attributed his good
fortune to the fad that ill the pleas:tntcst weather he never" turned in" at night without, seeing

that everything on deck waf! read,r for the most unexpected emergenc;y. The skippers wbo can

boast such a record as this are Dlen mmally rf:11owned for prudence, skill, and intelligen~. In

many instances the greatest care ill rendered. ineffectual bJ' the rc(\klesSllei>S of others.

DAlSGER~ENCOUNTERED BY 'l'HE BANK FLEETs.-Vesselll fishillg on Le Have Bank, tbe Grand

Bank, and other banks of this region, arc exposed to dangers scarcelj' less to be dreaded than those

which have just been described. On account of the greater depth of the water the likelihood of

foundering upon tlH\ shoals is less, except in the vicinity of Virgin Rocks and Sable Island, Tht.'

vessels do not {',ougreb'ate in fillets to such an extent a.;.: upon George's, and the peril from collision

is therefore less imminent. Although, wben the number of \'Cssels engaged is taken illto :wcount,

the losses in" the Bank fishery have not been so nnmerous as on George's, still there ha.e been 8everdl

seasons when the losses han been large, hS in December, 1876, when'twelve sail and one hundred

men were lost on Le HilYer the\Vestern Bank, and Banquereau; and again in the fall of 1879, when

the loss was little less severe. Allother element of danger from collision is met with in th~ Bank

fisheries, for in the summer and fall the fishing fleet is located directly in the traek of the, ocean

s'OOamers plJoing from Europe to the United States. There are few, if any, n ..'OOrdcd instances of

the destruction of vessels in this manner, but losses ha\'e occurred in summer when the 'In,',ather

was pleaBMlt and when the onl~.. plausible theory to account ior their loss Wall that they had bl'en

run down by passing steamers,
Vessels of the Gloucester halibut fioot are aceustomed to lie at anchor in winter in water from

100 to 200 fathoms deep, and are consequently much more likely to go adrift than the George's

men, which are anchored in water varying in depth from 25 to ~~5 til tho illS. 'When once adl'ift,

they are obliged to "lie to" in hea",y weather, and are exposed to much greater danger than whtllJ

at anchor. The greatest danger to the drifting yessel is its liability to drift into suallow water

and to bring up suddenly by the anchor taking a. fresh hold upon the bottom. This often Cl1U8CS

them to ship heavy seas or to be knocked down-that 18, to be turned over flat On their sidel:l 80
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that the masts touch the water. The schoon",r David A. Story, ill December, 1880, got adrift in

this manner, and oue of her crew rellOrtl3 that ill his opinion the anchor caught, and that she
shipped a sea which knocked her down, causing her cable to part. Fortunately none of her crew
were IOl3t., but the m,~n OIl watch had his leg broken, the vessel's deck was swept, her foresail
split to pieces, f(jre hoom and gaff hrokeu, and 400 fathoms of cable lost. .A similar accident
occurred to the schooner Andrew Leightoll, of G louc-eswr, Decemb(lr 10, 1876. While adrift she

was knocked down by a sea. so that, according' to the statement of her cn~w, her mast-heads lay

in the water. Fortunately, lwwever, she rigJlted, and ultimately succeeded ill reaching home in
Haf'et,';'_ This ves8el wa.,; 10,;t in October, 1879, anti it may be met her fate in this manner.

Vesllcll:l lying at allellOr on tlw GmlHl Bank llJJlll'r riding.Rail alone are I:lometimes knocked
over by tornadOCI:l. An ill!ltauce of this kind occurred on the 29th of AUglll:lt, 1870, wben tIle

schooner \Valter F. FaIt, of Gloucester, was blown over. The crew was lost, anti the vessel was

afterward seell floating" upou hor side. In the fall of 1875 tho schooner Epes TiLrr, of Gloucester,
anchored Oil the ea<>tern part of the Grand Bank, was knocked down and dismasted.

The frequent loss of the rudders of fishiug vellsels, while at anchor on the Banks, is another
danger to which they are liable. MallY instances of this kind have occurred. In most cases the

fishermen have succeeded ill rigging' a temporary steering apparatus, b.y which they bave boon
enabled to reach the home port in safety. Some \'cssell3 have been lost through the rudder-braces
getting loose, and the (Jonsequent wrenching of the rudder·head starting a lea-k which caused the
a.bandonment of the ,esse1. An instance of this kind occurred on the Grand Bank in the spring

of 1879, when the schooner Edwin C. Dolliver, of Glouceskr, sprung a leak and sunk. Her crew

wall taken off and brought home b.r the 8chooner Thresher, of the same port. In addition to the

danger of being knocked over, there is that of shiPIlwg a sea while at anchor, which is sometimes
attended with serious results, both to the vessels and the men.

Heavy seas are 80 often shipped that numerous instances might be cited, but one or two will

suffice. In the early part of 1877 the Schooner John S. Presson, of Gloucester, while riding out a.

heavjT northwest gale on the western pa.rt of the Grand Ba.n.k, shipped a sea which swept her decks

and injured her a.bout the stern to such an extent that, after the gale abated, she was obliged to
put into Halifax for repairs. In January, 1879, the 8ehooner Howard, while at anchor in the deep

water on the southern edge of Le Have Ridges, shipped a heavy sea which swept her decks,
smashing several of the dories and starting the honse on deck, causing her to leak considerably.

DANGERS TO WIIALlNG VESSELs.-Whaling vessels are not exposed to so great danger M the

merchant vessels passing ovel the same portions of the oooan. The whaiers, while on the cruising
grounds, are under ahort sail and keep a careful lookout, eapooially at night, When, if there be

anything unusual or unexpected, demanding speedy work, all hands can be called, and only a few

moments are then required to shortell sail and make everything snug. In thick weather, however,

especially OIl the Arctic g.rounus, there iB greater danger on acconnt of ice and of collision with
other vessels.

DANGERS TO SEALING VESSELS.-The fur-seal fishery is carried on in the Antarctic Ocean,
where the vessels are at all times exposed to Budden changes of wind, and frequently to heavy gales,

which unexpectedly overtake them on a lee-shore and sometimes catl8e their loss.

The schoollers lL'led in the seal fisheries afeliable to some of the disasters to which the Glou

cester fishing vessels are subjected, except those a.ccidentB caused by carr,ying 000 heavy press of
sail, for in this respect the seal filolhermell exercise more prudence. Sealing schooners are com·
peUed to keep comparatively nea-r land, following up the boats sent llo8hore to take the seals, and

are exposed to the dangers of being blown ashore or driven on rocks. In landing boats7 sent from
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tbe sealing sci'.ooners ashore to brillg back tlw '-ieal-Bki1l8, theru if; great danger of being swamped,

or upset, ant! injured by the beal',V surf. About four years ago a boat',. crew of twelve lllell was
lost ill thi;; ffiJ.llller. A succes~fullanding is, of course, attained onl:\,- by carefully watching for an

interval between the breakers, allowing sufficient time for th(1 boat to be run upon the shore.
In the sea-elephant fishery vc;;sels are lost by heing driven ashore, or on the rocks, frOill their

anchorage, there being no protection, in the way of gooJ lw.rbors, from th(, viol{'I1cp of oIH,hort.

gales.
The bottom of the bays of Heard's Island, in the Soutllern ~IldianOceall, which it> the prillcipaJ

resort foreca-elephants, is hanl, slaly rock, and tlwrefore l'xtremely poor grouull for :1ueiJurage.
On this account, as well as from the fact, tl.ult the harbors afford jjl(liflc.rent, shelter, ",eveml \"('s"el"
have been lost ill that locality, having beeu driven ashor.(~, though having out anchors dispropor·

tiona.teJ)' large compared with the size of the vessels.

The. vessels used in this iishcQ' aHl exactly like whaling H'I>scls, and the boats belollging to
the vessels are the Harne U-'1 those ulSell in both flealing and wbaling, thun which no boats arc better
titted for landing in the surf.

DAli"GERS TO VESSELS FISIIL'<G ALONG TIlE COAST.-The priIll1ipal danger" to whieh Ute mack
erel vessels are exposed are heayy aIld sudden gale~, b;r which they urc taken unawares and dri\"-ell

upon a loo-l;l.1Ore. They generally lh;ll near tile ooast, amI are thert:'fnl'l\ specially liable to thi~

danger. They are, however, excellent sailers, and, except uuder ('xtraordinur;y circumstances,
call make a harbor, or gain an (Jilillg hefore the gale is too heavy. The chief Jisastnrl'l to the
mackerel fleet have occurred ill thl', Gulf of Saint Lawrence, in the Yicillits of the Magdalen

Islands, Oape Bretou, a.nd l)l'ince Euward I!>lalld. The north shore of the latter island has heell

the scelle of many disasters. T ili;; i~ a peculiflrly undesirable spot for vessels in a gale. rl'hen'
is a long stretch of coast, crescentic ill shape, v,.-ithout available harhors in a gale, while at either
end of the crescent are long sanII-bars, the wIlole forming II, llocket nu!, of which it is vcr;v difficult

for a vessel to beat its way. In the "YankcB gale" of 1851 a great mall;'.' vcssels were cast ashore
along this whole coast. Losses have occurred since tilen, the 8e.ercst, ones in 187:1, when lUany

vessels and lives were lost in that. vicinity. Disasters have been frequent at the !lagdalens,
resulting in loss of property and liveN. As many as t,wenty·four sail of .essels were dri"eu
ashore at Pleasant Bay, on Amherst Island, one of the }Iagdalens, in 1873. Cheticamp, a one

sided harbor or anchoring place on the north ffide of Gape Breton I"land, has also become some
what noted for the losses that ha.e oc{JUITcd to the mackerel fieet ill that locality. Those hayc

been chiefly during the prevalence of southeast gales, which blow with almost irre.sistible ftlr;.'

from the highlands forming the BOuthern side of the h<lJ'bor. In this region mOl'!t of the harbors
have a bar at the entrance, and arc consequently most uiffi.cult of access at the very time when
most needed. The warer, too, is shallow, and in hNIN;,' gales the seas are sharp and exeecdillgly

dangerous, making it ver:'1 difficult for a vessel to work off from a lee-shore. '1'0 add to the danger,
there is a eurrent usually setting in the same direction [II'! the wind. When the winds blow over

the highlands of the islands they are squally aud baflling. A gale in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence
is, IJCrhaps, more dreaded by fishermen than one on allY other part of the ooast, as it can rarel;'.'

OCCUl' without bringing them in close proximity to a lee·shore.
Gloncester has suffered less in proportion to the size of its fleet in the Gulf of Saint I.J(l,wfenCt'

than ha.ve Provincetown, Wellfleet, and the va,rions ports of Mnine. Cape Cod lost largel;y in tho

gale of 1851, but not so much in that of 1873. One reason for the fewer wrecks among the Glou

OORier vessels was the fact that they are better prepared with anchors and cables than any other
YMselR in the world. Great losS of life has resnlteil from these disa-sters, thoug-h the drifting of a
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vessel npon tbe shore is not always attended with fatal consequences. In many cases the shores

are sandy, and the crews are enahled to land in safety before the vessel goes to pieee.s. In some

instances the vessels are forced ashore by putting on a great amonnt of sail, so that the men can
land dry~footedwhen the tide ehbs_ 1t is freqnently the case that vessels am launchell again, after
the gale has abated, without suffering any serious injury. When this is not possible, the fish are

lauded and Bent horne, and the fittings and storcti, and even the hull itself, sold at auction for the
benefit of the owners. The American ,"pssels arc so strongly and well built that even after they

have been sunk they are sOUletimes sold at auction as they lie under water, and afterward raised
~

and refitted for acthre service.

The best chance for safe.ty, in cases where it. is seen that a vessel must go ashore, is to run
them bow first upon the land, especially where the beach is sloping. V,Then this is done, all sail

that the vessel is capable of carrying is spread:

DANGERS WHll...E M.A..KING PASSAGES TO AND FROM THE FISHING GROUNDS.

Fishing vessels making passages at a.ny season of the year are subject to the 8alIlI'J

dangers as other sea-going crafts. In summer the dangers are comparatively few, for the winds

are usually moderate, and in warm weather the crew is in better condition to handle the vessel
properly and to meet any exigencies that may arise. Tremendons hnrricanes, however, sofiletimes
occur in August and St;ptember, and at times there are gales even during the other summer
months. Two of the most remarkable hurricanes in recent years were thotle of September 8,1869,
and August 24-, 1873, both of which caused a great. amount of destruction to life and property in
the fishing fleet. At the time of the hurricane of 1873 several vessels were on the passage home
from the Grand Bank. They were deeply laden with fish. Some vessels were lost and many
met with serious damage and narrowly escaped destruction. Mention of a few instances of this

kind will perhaps suffice. The schooner B. D. Hawkins, of Gloucester, W8{I caught in a hurri
cane in the vicinit~' of Sable Island. At first she was hove to under & two-reefed foreea.il, which

was later reduced to a three-reefed. After lying in this manner for some hours, she began to drift

toward the northwest bar of Sable Island and was soon in shoal water. It became necessary to
take in sail and to anchor, but the wind blew with such violence that the anchor would not hold
and the vessel drifted into only 11 or 12 fatlloms of water. As she would certainly be lost unless

fJomething were done to check her onward course, the spars were cnt away and let go "by the

board," and, with considerable dillicu.1ty, were cloored from the wreck. With the masts gone, she

presented a muclt smaller surface to the wind, and as the current set to windward the anchor
held and she rode out the gale. After the gale, jury-masts were rigged and the vessel worked
toward the land. She WaB finally towed to Port Hawkesbury, in the Strait of VaWlo, to be

repaired.

Tbe schooner Sarah P. Arre, of Gloucester, which was also on her passage home from the

Grand Ba.nk, encountered the hurricane in the vicinity of the eastern part of Banquereau. The
wind blew with such violence that. it was soon impmu.ible to keep eail on the vessel. She Waf; kept

nearly head to the sea by the aid of a " drag" rigged to the anchor, which was paid out more than
100 fathoms. After drifting for a few hours the anchor caught bottom on the~shoal part of Ban

quereau ill from 16 to 20 fathoms of water, and where the sea ran so high and sharp that for a

time it was thought that the vessel would founder. The crew, however, with difficulty succeeded

in cutting the cablc. The vessel then drove under bare poles before the gale, broadside to the sea
and wind. By throwing out oil the force of the waves was 80 reda.eed that she met with littlB



PLATE 10,

..... ~

:::l
0

..,
1

.;0..
Ii; .13

I<
;1:: '"~
~

r;;:

.. .' .I

i'

I I / ./
" I·"1

i'
:. ..I'., :

':
1/,1 it' J

1
1

/ 1/

./I~;:.':~/

/1/'
" j,1

i.'·

,;

: J

/J ./

, .'

1'/ ;'/ r i,' / / /
" .. ' '/,'1 j i

i,' I! ill /,/,' ,/; /:/;//
i ",... , i, i////" ' }i; ,

.' ./ iJ·'I/? ..., //
;< '/

///

/
/

\\i

'. \ '. ,

\ \ ','I

\\";:~ '::1
\ "

',\ .'

I" .. ,



DANGERS OF THE FISHERIES. 109

106l!l. It is supposed that the schooner Henry Olay, of Gloucester, another of the Grand Bank tl~et

returning horne, waa lost in this same hurricane.

Although the fishermen are expoaed to more Or less dangers in the summer season, these are
greatly increased in the winter montlul, when hea'vy gales are very frequent, and the perils made
greater by extreme cold. The rigging and sails are then ooated with ice and snow and it is almost
impossible to either set or shorten sail.

D.A1IlGER OF BEING" TRIPPED."-A vessel may be knocked down or tripped, either while run
ning before the wind or lYing tn in a gale. The eOlllparative shallownee.8 of the American fishing
schooners renders them particullU'ly liable t-Q this class of diRagt.ers. Some hranches of the fish
eries, especially those for fresh halibut and haddo\.lk, render it imperative that the passage home

should be made with the utmost dispatch, in order that cargoes may arrive in good condition and

therefore bring tbe highest llrices. Groat :risks are taken by these filjhermen in running their vessels

during gales, frequently in the trough of the sea. This is extremely hazardOUS and likel,)' to result,
in the vessel being "tripped," or knocked on her heam ends. In February, 1876, the schooner
Howard, while returning from the Grand Bank with a trip of fresh Lalibut; was rnnning in a

strong northeast gale. She was knocked on her beam ends twice in (me day. At first she was

running wttl1 a two·reefed maiusail, and when she tripped sbe went over so far that the well who

were slooping below were thrown from the weather into the leeward hunks and everything movahle
was upset. Fortunately, she righted with slight damage. Notwithljtanding this narrow escape,
the demands of the businMs were l!Dch that instead of the vess()l being hove tD, the Bail Was short
ened and she contiuued to run safely until just before night, when another sea took her on the

quarter and threw her dowIl so low that t.hc sails again lay in the water, the whole after part of
the 'Vessel was submerged, and the water raIl over the forwl\,r(1 (!ompanion-~ay, partian~T filling the

forecastle. For a short time it waf! thought that she could not regain her uprigbt position, hut
everything held securely a.nd she soon righted. On the 28th of Jalluar,)', 1881, the ~choonerEdith

M. Pe\Y, emplo~'ed ill the haddock fishery, was thrown on her beam euds, part,iaIly filling the cabin

and forecastle, and throwing the cabin stove, fnll of bot coals,illto tbe captain's bunk. The fire

was extinguished before any damage was dOlle. She fortunately righted ag-ain without any serious
disaster. These occurrences are da.ngerous ill the extreme, and fhihermen who escape with their

Uves may be aecounted fortunate.
liThe schooner Sarah C. Pyle, Capt. I~iehard 'Warren, was struck hy a cross flea and capsized

January 30, 1870. The Cl'ew found safety by clinging to the sides of the vessel, until one of their

number was able to cut away the main shrouds with a pocket-knife, when the vessel righted, nearly
full of water. The foremast waB cut awa.y.and a jury mast rj~gj;d with the foreboom, and such
progress as was possible was made in l), westerl,,- direction. For eight- days the men were obliged

to cook their food in sea water, their water casks having heen 10l3t, and to mdt ic£'. to furnish drink.

At the end of that time th.ey encountered a vessel and were furnished with water and other neces
saries. Five of the crew were transferred to the vessell hut the skipper and four men remained on
the wreck, determined to get it, into port. In this comli~ioll the} eneonnter~d It terrific gale, of

three dars' duration, and were blown off seaw(lrds a distance of 245 ruiles. Even then t1)1.'.)

remained undaunted by danger and firm in their intention of rescuing the property under their

charge, and declined an offer to be taken off. The wreck \nLS towed into a New Jcrljcy port Feb
1'ua1'Y lS, two weeks afl;e: the disasOOr-a fortuight crowded with great hardship and dauger to the

ruen so f'a,ithful to duty."·

• Glouooster amI it.. Fi8hBTje~, p_ 6iJ.
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SPARS ft-ND SAILS OABRmn AWAY.-The danger of losing masts and rigging has alreatly

been considered. Spars and sails arc, however, often carried away under other circumstances.

Accidents of this sort are liable to occur at all times, though naturally much more 80 in the winter

8li'ason. Perhaps no class of sea.fltriug men t3ke greater risks thau fh,;bermen ill carrying a heal'y
press of sail. In branches ()f the u&herics when'l it 1'cl extrem~ly desil"'.1ble to ma.ke rapid pa£BRl;cs

thi~ propensity is earrk'tl to an extrellJf', fLTul, as ~1 reSUlt, the sails are sometimes blown away or
maRts are hroken, aUlI, perhaps, other dangers are incurred. Perhaps the most Common way ill

whicb vess(>-!s are dj,;rna~tl'd is by earrying a press of sail against a bead sea. Another caURe of

accillent is that of jibiJJ~ fore and aft sails suddenly from one side to thl1 ot!wr when there is a
strong wind. This /tencmJir results in breaking the booms or the mast. The temptation to roakf:',
11 spcl'd.r passage is so strong that risks will be taken, although the ultimate results of sueh reck
\~,,,,i; daxing nm;v he l\ l(lR\:\ ratlw"T than a gain.

Rt1NNING tiNDER, OR CAPSIZING.-The oondency to carry a heavy press of sail may result in
grel1t!)r 108s than tllJlt of Rpars and sails. The vellseJ may run nnder while going before the "i1ld
or C\1lllOlize when Ol~Liling by the wind or with the wind abeam. As there ha\"e beNI numerous and
oft-I't'pcated hair-breadth escapes from 81.1ch disasters, it ii! Ilrobable that much property amI maJlY

liTes llll;\'t~ been thus lost. Such \USafosters are pt";rhapl'O f',Ometilne,jl, \\navoid\lble, l;w.ca,uw of sudden

and unexpcctecl squalls, espechlly in the night) althongh mall,)' of them are the resnJt of gross reck·
If'ss:nes~. Not OlIIy doeR tlw mflHter imperil his own life but ahm the lives ofh15 erew. So fearless
and ardellt art, the flshermllIl that the better judgment of the skipper iE! frequentl.r overcome by the
solic~itatjonsof th,) crew, and ill the lJOpe of outstripping some rival vessel sail is carried in Ullrpa
sonable excess. This is often the case when a vessel has just left port. The crew are then, per

har.s, U11t'h'l' the iwo.uenc{\ of sDirituouB liquors, whi.ch render& them more regardless of danger tllUn

common, amI unabk to properly perform their duty. Several vessels ha:\'"e been lost, tH'esuIllltbly
gOOl! after leavin g port, and t llE'ir loss is ascribed to sncb causes. Of the many installoos re!itted
by the fisherme1l of Ilarrow escapes either from carrying sailor being struck b,)' sodden l'qualls, Wf'

\l" ill me IIti011 the fol Jowing : III the fa.ll of 1877 the schooner Wacbnsett was running for tb e Gralld

Balik in company with the scbooner IIoward. With a, strong northwest breeze the ,esrels left

Gloueester together, anll the following nigbt, when ahont a hundrerl miles from Cape Ann, tlJe.
wind increased. The IIowunl sbortened sail, but tbe Wachusett, attemptiIJg to carryall sbe bad
sprearl for some time longer, was struck b~' a heavy putT and driven under so that her forecastle

was partly filled with water. Tlw men on watcb at once lowered the mainsail part way down,

\l"hidJ relieved the vessel :wd ii, <1i"aster was averted. In Maroh, 1878, the schooner Marion, while
retnrning from the Grand l1ank, was rlHlUing in a southeast rain-storm uuder three lower sails.
H. W\\'" lligl1t 111\(1 inte.nM~1:i' dll.rk. Th~' wind blew strong and was incrM.aing fast. All hands were
caUed to shorten sail. HefOl'~ it could be done a squall struck the vessel and huried her 1('(' side

completely uuder water and came near sinking ber. The blackness of night made it difficult to

shorten sail, but the sails \\,pre lowered with tbe least possible delay and fortunately in time to
avoid an.y 8erious disaster.

The narrow esell pes deseriheu. WBre i.n thB case of vessels running free frOID the wind. There is

also great danger in caITying a heavy press of sail while sailing b)' the wind or with the wind abeam.

Jt is not uncommon for some of the more headstrong of the fishing skippers to carry so mnch sail

OIl their vessels that the 1('13 rail is completely under wat<'r roost of tbe time. A few vessel8

rnay lw, \\ble to Btan(l bdn!!: driven in this ma.nnel'~'With ('oUlI)amtive safetJ', but witb the mf!jority
of them it is big1Jly dangerous, and liable to result lIot only in the loss of the vessel by CBp6izillg

awl filling, but also in the loss of the live!! of thfl Cl"ew. J\fany instanOO8 are related by the fisber·
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men of narrow escapes from serions disasters while sailing by the wiud under too much canvRs, and

a few instances of loss of vesselsJ with more or less lives, are OIl record where they have been cap·

sized in this manner. The schooner Angie S. Friend, engaged in the lladdock fishery, while beating
up Bostoll harbor iu a strong northwest wind, Witf\ capsized, and, haYiIlg filled, sank to thll bottom.

Part of the crew succeeued in getting into OIlC of the dories; they wen'l without oars, but fortu
nately drif'Wd ashore. The rest of the men, with the exception of one, who "\va~ drowned, climbed
to the ma.sthead, wllieb ]'(Imained above water, and clung there throngh tbl) night. 'l'1.lCy were

rescued the following morning in all almost sensel()~s conditiou. The sehnoller Hmmetta Green·

leaf, of Gloncester, while making her first pa!:umge to tlHl Grand Ba.nk in tloc spring of 1876, was
struck bya. squall in the llight and knockp,u on ber beam eDd~, aUlI quickly filled with water.
E'our of the crew were drowned in thl\ cabin and forecastle. TherC1'1t c~caped ill two dories, but
being without oars they drifted helplessly about. They suff('lred greatl~.. from exposure to the cold

and flying spra;'(. The dories SOOn separated from cach other. One of them was pick0d up by

anoULer fishing vessel, though not until one of tho lien had died from exposnre. The other dory,

with five ruen, was never heard from.

The fury with which these squalls sometimes strike can 8carcely be comprehended by thoso
who hlL\Te not witnessetl them. The schooner Ahl))' Dodge, which was makillg a passage to the

Grand Bank in December, 1808, was struck b;y a tornado with such force that, although she was
at the time lying-to under a two·reefed foresail, she was kllOcked nearly on her beam ends, atlll
only by the prompt lowering of the sail was. t.he vessel saved.

RUNNING ON SHOALS OR ROCKS.-While making pa·ssages to :md from the fishing grounds,
ycssels are liable to strike 011 ~hoa,ls or ontlying led gcs. In that pa.rt of t Iw Western Atlantic most

frequented hy New England vessels there are many of these dangerous places, either in the track

to the grounds or on the bauks themselves. 'I'ht" most rClllurkabll' of theRe shoalB, and pos8ibl:
those which hMTC been the cause of more losses to the fisl1illg fleet thall any other, arr· those of
George's Bank. These are but little out of the course of the vessels freqllcnting Georges in

winter. A small error in the compass may bring a ,essd unexpect-edly on theRe shoal... The

more prndent fishermen guard against this danger bJ the careful use of the sOllIlding-h·ad. It is
difficult to tell how extensive thcSlj losses have boen. .Ma.ny .essels have had narrow escapes l hut

tbe, lost onel:J leave no sur\"ivors to tell the tale.
The sl.lOal of Cashc's Ledge is a source of 8pf'eial danger, as it lies almost directly in tue ves

sel's track, both in going to and coming ''rom most of the fisbing ground~. AltllOngh this ledge is

not sboal enough for a vessel to strike under ordiunry circumstances! it nen~rtheles!;breaks in heavy

weat,her and is therefore extremely dangerous to he encountered at suell timE's. There is no mark,
no buoy nor light-sbip, W tlistin guish the s}lOal places, and it is not E'~tsy to tell when the ycssel is
approaching them. It cannot be wondereu at tlJat several disasters have (meuued ill that, vicinity.

Tho scbooner Rattler, while returning from Newfoundland to Gloncester with a trip of frozen

beorring, on the 17th of January, 1867, passed over this shoal, where she encountered heavy seas

which threw her OIl her beam ends and dismasted her. ]1. waA supposed that the schooner John

W. Low was lost there in the same gale.
There is a shoal on the northern· part of Brown's Bank on whieh there is said to be not more

than 9 to 14 fathoms of water. This shoa.l, though not to be dreaded so much a1' George'r>. or

Cashe's Shoals, is, ne\Tertheles"!, a danger t.o be carefully avoided. It is ill the direct track of tlll:1

fishing fleets on their way to and from the various bank!'!. Several illstances are related ill which
vessels have met with perilons adventure" ill flIat lnealit....- aPII olll;y 1J;lI'ro\\" IJ' (.,<c:ljw(l (1(,,,t rll('tinn.

The long saud· bars that extend out from either end of Sahle Islaml. for It t1istfLnce of Hl tn 1~
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miles, are very dangerons ro vessels on the paasage to and from the Grand Bank and other eastern
banks. }I'OI' 3 great portion of the yeaI' this island is enveloped in dense fogs, and the currents

in the vicinity being very irregular, it is e:x:tremely difficult for the mariner to tell hiE! exact position.
1'bere are outlying rocks and ledges ofl'tbe coast of Nova Se.otia which are in the track ofvessell'l

going to and from the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and the eastern ban'ks. hlany serious disasters
have oecurred Oil these Iedg<*l amI rocks and thore are 8everal iustanoos of narrow el>Ca.pes from
,lestruct;iolJ.

DANGERS TO WHALElls.-The principal dangera thus far mentioned have been those encoun
tered by yest;els in the COlI, IDiwkereI, and baljhut fisheries from New England. We have yet to

consider the d;wgerl> to tlte whaling and sealing Heets. These vessels are, of course, liable to many
of the sanw perils as L,e '18hing craft, especially to heavy gales and squalls. On the passage to

the cruising grounds the whaling vessels do not carry 80 much /Sail as merchant or fishing ves·

sels, timB not lJeing to them of .'mclt vast importance. Dangers, common to other vessels, are
less likdy to happen to whalen;. Prom the start, of a voyage, men are contiuuaUy aloft on the
ward! for WIIll.les, and are likely to see uDproaching llanger IDore qniekly than in the caae of a

merclwut ship, where only OIH' Dl,tn is on the lookout, aud he, as a rule, not expecting any imme·

diate danger. Whalemen are genel'ally well trained and ready for duty at a moment's notice.

Only one·half of the crew, comprising' one watch, ill OIl deck at, a time, but ill Gase of danger or the
approach of whales, all cun be quickly summoned. As a rule, the half of a whaling crew includes
morn mell than the entire crew of a merchant vessel of the same !<ize.

Instances of whaling \,t1!lsuls lJeiug blown over or of wave!; breaking over them, thereby causing

«amage, are not common. Such disasters sometimes, however, occur to vessels in the Arctic

or Antarctic Oceans, where thtJ.Y are exposed to severe gales.

DL7'\GERS IN J,EAVINa- AND APPRoAQHING THE SHORE.

The dangers incuITflll iu approa.Jhiug and leaving the shore!:! are perhaps more to be dreaded

than allY others, and great skill, coolness, and prudence are reqUisite to avoid disaster. This is

e<\l~ciany th~ ease. hi tU0 fte.hm:i.t,w, of }Te.w England, heeauw Uel.\1:l-y all of the larger anu most fre

quenteJ. fishing grouw.1s lie in an easterly direction from the COaBt. Easterly wind~which are fair

101' llwkillg pUH;ugCS towal'll tbe land, are generalIs acoompallioo with thick weather. This is
('speclal1l' tile ca.se ill \Yinter, w!leuse\Tere suow-storms often ovurtakc the fishermen 'Cfhen but a few

miles frolll land and on a lell shore. The densit.y of the snow often renders it impossilJle to discern

objects far enough oil to clear them, and it is at the utmost hazard that the fhlberrnen undertake to
wake ,\. harbor. 'l''hr-y often :tlll'fo,wh 60 IlMI' the land betore the weather becomes thick that it is
as daugerous to attl'lnpt to keep off sbore as it is to approach it. Fishermen are induced to take

the latter risk for the reason that if they do succeed. in making haroor they will escape being
eXlwo;ml to Ow st,orm on a lee shore, and may also obtain a higher price for their fish. Probably

IlO oth~r ChIli'; ~\f s\~a-{\lli\lg men take euch great risks in running for tlle land, but such is the fi8h
ermcu's knowledge of the cWUHt and tbeir. !3kill in handling their vessels that, although there are
lIJany llair·brcadth (,&lapes~ there are comparatively few disasters resulting from this cause. The

following are giYen 1113 a few of the many lnl,ltances of this characWrthat have occurred to our fish

ing flet.lt:
On the 26th of Feurua.ry, 1863, the schooner Mary E. Hiltz was lost oft' 1tfarblebead during a

violeut snow-storm while on her homeward po.88a~ from Newfoundland, and ODe of her crew was

llrowned.
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During a gale on the 10lh of January, 1878, the schooner Little Kate went asLore nCar Dax·

bury, aIHI her entire crew of thirteen men were drowned.

III February, 1878, the sello01wr Eastern Queen, of Gloucester, while returning from George's
Bank, nm into Massacl.lllsetts nay in the night. The wind was blowing ~trong from th(~ north·
eUl>t, and the vessel was runuing under a. press of sail when the lookout suddenly descried land

1l1.JCIUl. He instantlx shonted to the mau at the wheel. The helm was put t1o\\n and the ,"essel

lJrougllt to the wind, but before tLis had heen fairlr accomplished she struck on a ledge. 'Not

witilstamUng the imminent peril in which they were plaC€'d, tllf'Y succeeded in getting the sheets.
trimmed bJ the wind, and thiE'. careened the vessel 1;0 much that after striking two or three times
she jumped over the 8unken ledge. Although slle had struck hea.vily she still remained tight Hnd

was workell off the Je{1 811Ore, arriving iu GIol1cester the following day in safety.

Vessels leaving the laTHl, bonrid to the fishing grounds, though starting with a fa\"omlile wind,

mas meet with violent easterly gales hefore olJhtining sufficient, sea·room. These gall'S are gcuer

all,y accompanied with snow, and the vessels being on a lee shore it is sometimes difficult to l'8eal)('.
disaster. The da8s of vessels undcr consiuet:l.t!oll are better prOVided with cables all~l flndlO!'Oi

1ban allY OtlWf 8ea-going craft, and arc thus ('uabled to rille out It gale safel,)' 011 a lee shol'l', itl

-yhich no ...-l'ssd carrying can\'as could 8ueecssfnlJ,Y work to wind ward. This is, doubtlesfl, olle of

the reasons wh~' tbe loss of vessels from bring drjwll ashore ill gall'S is comparativcl)' small.

Although gal~s are less fl'cquellt in the spl'iug awl l:mUl mel' SI':U-;OUf<, t.he ]lr~'valence of dense fog,;
exposes the fh,!Jf>rmen and all Sf'amen to mJll!:;j(1t'rahl\~ daHgers when upproadtillg tile land, awl

IImll.r dil:oastf>rs, some of them seriouo; ill charaf'ter, llan~ happ<>uetl from thi" cause. Sucb dangers
are not uulike tllOse already discussed, excrpt that tlll'y an' not usually a(~(>()lllilanicd lty such llig:h

wimlii l and, occnring durilJg the wamH'r pilrt of tlll' ;year, are lIOt. f;o snn, to he disastrous,

TIJE DAKG1i:RS OF COLI.ISIO.:i WlTn O'l'HER VESSELS.

COLLISIONS ON 'l'HE FISlII:>TG G1W'CKDS.-Thc lhmger of collision is to lJl.' dl'caded. M:l.IlJ

losses have resulted from accidents of this kiml, and lives, as well a" Ifl'operl.y, have been sncd·

flood. Collisions are especially lial)le ill localities whr,,\:' great llulllben; of vessels are llassing ami

repassing, as in the vicinity of Long hhmd Sound, or 011' Sand)' IIook~ New Yllrk, on Nantu('kct
Shoals, ('j}' Cape Cod, or neaf Cape Sault:', Nova. S('otia.

Fishing vessels are perhaps more liable to collisiml than aUj' othel' Y(lssel~, because of tlwir

tendency to gather in large fleets, where fish-and espl'dally mackerel-are foum! abundant. StwlJ

is the artlor of pnrsuit that the loss of booms and oth~r light spars is considered of small impor

tance, and the risk of losing them is often incurred ill hopes of ohtainillg somc advantage in tIll'

fishery.
Another fruUfnl season of oo1lision is when a fleet of several Luudred sail makes the attelllpL

to enter the same harbor at one time. Tll{\'y crowd in such numbers at the iJul'uors entrancc that.

it is next to impossihle for them all to <,scape some uamage. 'file injnriel'l thus sustained are

generally of minor importance, such a8 carrying away booms OT bowsprits. Some of the serious

losses by collision are the following:
On September 26, 1869, the schooner Isaac "Walton, of Gloucester, while returning f!'Olll

George's Bank, came into collision with the schooner 'William Babson, and received such injuries

tba.t she sank shortly afterward. The creW were saved.
On March 17, 1864-, tbe schooller Triumph, of the same POf't, while bound to New York; wus

rnn down aud sunk b~' the steamer \Vt!stm'll Metropolis. Tile C:lp:;\in and three of IIf'1' cr(lW \~('r(\

~aved by a boat from the steamer, but two or the crew were urowlH·d.

SEC rV--8
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On January 17, 1873, the schooner Frmlklin A. was run down by the schooner E. B. Phillips,
off Falkland Island, Long Island Sound. 'fhe E. B. Phillips struck the Franklin .A. amidships,
carrying away both masts and cutting turougu the bull, causing the latter to sink almogt immedi·
ntely. The captain and the mate were knocked on'rboard by t)Je shock of the colliding vessels,
hltt were rescued, narrowly escaping a waterr grave.

On )Iay 31,1865, the sChOODel' Northern Chief, returtling" to Gloucester from tlw \Veatern
Eank, was rUD down and Runk off Cape Sable 1),Y the English steamer Bosphorus. The schooner

had l~ crew of eleven meni fire of tItem were ill tileeahin, and, rusbing on deck, succeeded in
Rcrambling up the rigging and boarding the steamer just as the schooner was going down. The
rest of the men were drowned. This {liJ:lilsteT was attributed to carelessness on the part of those
keeping watch on board the steamer.

On May 2, 1853, the sclJOoner Ocean NYllljllJ, of Glrmcciolfer; waS run down by the ship Sarah
,laue off Cape Cod, lmt tlie crew were Sfi\'€lJ..

:Many otber instanccs wight be related where YCs8t~IR and liveR IHt\"e been lost from collision,
amI many more in which the vessels were badly injured.

Collisions sometimes occur througll gross rccklessucss, or Iwrllaps purposely in a spirit of
retaliation or gpite.

Among tbe vessels engaged in tbe mackerel .fisher,}', when jigging WES the method of ea,pture
employed, tbf'rc was a sharp competition not only between the Provincial and American fleehs,
but to a still greater extent between \"esspls from different ports along the American coast, and
sometimes among those who were eloi:ie neighbors at home.

'V-hen mackerel were plenty in a.ny one locality. large fleets congregated there, l.ying to in

close proximit:r. At such timefl each was anxious to secure as great a share of fish us pos8ible~

ancI in the attempt to do this the rights of other vessels were considered of secondary importance.
One practice, that of "lee-bowing," as it is ca11e(l, was oftell a cause of ill feeling. To" lee-bow"
a vessel is to heave to directly under her Ice, thus tolling away the fish which are. playing along·
side, having been attracted by the bait wbich has a~read.y been thrown overuoard. The skippers

of the vessels tbus deprived of fish to which the.) had thc first right, often seek 3 rather savage
revenge, By dint of skillful seamanship they carry away a boom or:l boat of their rit'al without
:reeeh'ing any injurJ' thl.'mseh"es. Such iujnrics may sometimes be fe-paired at once, though they
may cause the loss of much valuable time spent it) port. When from two hundred to four hundred

sail of vessels are closely packed together it is not uncommon for many accidents to Lappen evell
when they are unintentional, especially when there is a fresh breeze blowing. It is then not unu·
sual fOf annmberofvcssels to met't with s\1(:h minor disasters as the carrying away of mainbooms
or bowsprits. and even more scrious damage Itl;l.Y be illllieted.

Oue of the many instances of this kiuu took place off the northern shores of Cape Breton ill

tllCfall of 1867. A fleet numbering between two and three hundred Mil had collected in the

vicinity of Cheticamp, and, as it was late in tile fall and the mackerel were moving rapidly on the.ir
was from the fishing grounds, it was evident that another chance of catching them during tbal.
geason was nnlikelS to present itself. The mack.erel bit freely, but would stay only fOf a. sbort time
alongsiUe of the vessels. For this rea,sOIl the "cssels were under way most of the time. The wiml
Llew fresh and the crews were eager to improve this last opportunity for that seMon. A great
mally of them were reckless in the extreme. A number of the vessels had their sails torn, their
ISpars curried away, aull maHY were run down and cut nearl~T to lhe water's edge. The disn.bled
nssels were obliged to cease fit;hing and haul out of tbe fleet for _repairs. The loss of the opJlor·

fllllity to fisb seemed to be tbe lesser e\'il, for the)' were on a rock -bound coast and far from lIony
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good barlJor. \\'it11 a sUlldcu chunge of wilid tlH'.y would baH been exposed to the dangers of a

I~e shore, which, in their disabled cOIHlition, WQuld probably haw resulted in the loss of the vessel.

DA~GERS IN UA.RllORS.

To a perSall unlicquaiuteu wilh a seum<ln'~ life it migld $('cm probahle that veBse!s in lnn'oor
would be free from danger, but this is not al ways the Calle. TLere have been installces of great losf'

of pr(llH~rty,uud e"'l1en of life, in th{, ~~ase, of w!>£l.'ls in harbor at th{j time of thedisustcl'. ThQS-(>.lo~"k'"

are sometimes due to the im~ecuritJof the 1131'1101'8 during gales. lIIo1'e especially is this the case if

there is a large fleet of fishing' ,<essels at nuchor together with coasting vessels, whiell are not S(1 well

provided witt] cables lIud anchors. Sometim(,1J a yessel of tlJo latter class will strike adrift, UIllI,

coming in contact with others, will be the means of l1riYiIlg them aslJore. MallY losses of thi<,; kilJd

ha..c occnrrcd in tIle Gulf of Saint LaVi"rence, where sew'ral of the places resorted to b.y fi,,\j(>f1ll('1J

for shelter arc simply "one-sided" harbors, llffording proteetion to tllC yessels WhCll the wind io; ill

certain Ilireetions :wd are open to other wilHls. lIICl:tion lJas already been made of 108se!> at Pleas·

ant Bar and Ghdicamp, whidJ are two slJe-HeI'S of this class, ""bere many serious disastl'fio; have

occurred.

On September 8, 18lJO, a scyere Imrric:lUe occurrcu on the New Engl:1lJu coat;>.t, in which seyera\

Gloncester ...cssds were lost iu sbelters of t.Il is ill secure kind. Serious disasters bave also ta1-.' II

place at Souris, Pl'ince Ellwanl l"bnd, . ';\lauy \0'-;8e8 have also occurred in harbors 1houglit to
be aecufU. Amollg theo;e mu~· be meutioncl! sCYenll dis~sters tLat hu,e occurred at Port Howl,

Cape Breton, ::\falp('(}ue or UielliliOIlU Harbor, Princo E!lwnru Island, and mallY other harbor" along

our oo1l8t and that of XOY:l Scotia. !1Jst:lllC('-1'! of losses occurring in barhOl's of this kind mig-ut be
multiplied, but this is probably uot m:cesl<ar;'1, since those interest.ed in the subject can find nUlrWT

ous disasters of this kind recorded in uewspaper!; priutf'd in tlte large fishing ports,

DANGERS FROJI ICE.

DA.NlJERS 1'0 J.'lSIlING V}~SSEV;--'I1Je danger from collision with icc is one to which the Yes

sels eDgaged in the Granu Bank, Ne'll'folmdlaml, Cape North, Labrador, antI Greenla,nd fisberies

are particularly liable.
In th~ latter part of winter awl in carl~' sprillg large masses of field ice, as well as mauy

icebergs, drift far sonth, co,ering u Urg'o extent of tlle t'flstern fishing grounds, including Flemh;h

Cap, Grand Bank, Saint Peter's BalIk, and Banquereau, and ice ha-s in Borne seasons extended 80

far to the westward a,s to drive the vessels fmlll parts of Wel'.tern Bank. T!Jere are perioJs of [I

few years in succession when the fishermen are troubleu hut little by the flouting ice, but there is

!Uore or less danger each RpriUg on the D<ml\!~, aIlU still more uanger while making passages to and

from them.
For seyeral wee,ks in the S}lrings of 1875 tm<1187G the wbole of Banquereau and Green Bank,

part of the 'Veslern Dank, and the greater part of the Grand Dank, werc covered with immense

fields of drifting ice. Many vessels wero driven from tIle fishing grounus and obliged to lay hy,

wait;'Jg for the ice to recede. Several of tbem were in collisiou with the ice or it drove foul of them

wbeu they were at anchor. Some vessels received considerablo danlag(', their planking beillg' 80

ltadl,\' cbafed as to necessitate repairs. Jt is llOt positively knowil Ilnlt any vessels engaged in the
Grand Bauk fishery met with very serious damage hy collision witl! !I'e uuring those seasons, hut.

it is supposed that the loss of the James L. Shute amI Janet 1tlitld ll'l Oll, in the spring of 1871" W:IR

eauscd in t,bis manuel', This seems t.llC mor~ probable as the i(',/;'l fut some we~s about the tillle

they were on their passage to tIlt' Grand Ballk~ was (\rifted from 7r, 10 \00 mill'S SOlltll of the lati-
.""..
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tuue of Sahlp Isla1Jtl, 'JIlt! was) then:fOl'lC', tlil'eetl~' in their course. Much vf this ice was n~ry heavJ',

and a collisioIl with j';, cspecially wlwll a ws"d WHi; rUllning at great ",peed, wouM result in almost
certain dl'stmdiol1. :Uany lHlrrow c.~e~ip(''' frmn ,lis(t,__tpr occurred to the halibut fleet while 011 thl'

passage JIOUlC, hut as ]j](1si of the tish('rrJH~11 W(·ft~ awan' of Ow preSPIlce of tllC ice tllp;,> geJlerally

mUUtlgcd to ese:lpt' witliout aJl~' i,,'riuus Jos.'"

Vctisclti cngageJ iuthc Nl~\\'fulllHllallll lwrrillg' flsher.r Imve lll'eu ,mlTOUndl~d h~' tit-Id ice for

wet\k.: at a, tillle,# while 011 i1w pa,;sage llOlllt', amI many thrilliug tales are told of snell nurro\\'

escapes from Ili!'lastcr. ])uulJt!l\.% SOUl(loJ: tlw lossf'ti of vessels engaged in tlds lhill\-'ry l.Jave bccu

the result of col!ii;iMIS with ice, although litHIC of tll(' erewf\ of the mis~iug s~hooners hanl IWOJJ

left to tell the stu!'y uf ;mch disasler.

'fhe yl'",wls l'llgag:w'l ill the cod fi~heJ'Y about C,lpe .Nottll, llort~ end of CHIle Breton Jslaml,

8Ometilllcl; llwd ,'·it It ('1l11sif]l'rabJe llifficuHy from llrifting" fiehl·ice alHI :ue often dl'iven from the

fiahilJg gmJ1IHl. III lIll\' ilJ"tiluce a H'ssd !'Itar/ed her vlallldllg' b,Y collisiou with ke ill that vieiuity

so that slH' "pnlJlg a Il'a1;, :wll olll.\" by gn'at l':Xf-'rtilms wa", ]a'pt afloat lIlll il Rhe l·caelJeil il place of

safet,\. Jlon· 'll' 11_'ss llillieu 1I.Y is also exp('ril'llf~d ]Jy Yl'ssl'!;; eugaged ill the }I agdall'lI II erring fi;;;h

er;y, They ellcolllltl')' tlrirt!llg ice nn th\:'ir l,assagl' to tlto;w iJ,;Jands ill till' ",pring, uuu/ although W(I

have DO acroulltsof uuy .'wrious disastcrs, the imllJulIit,Y from such may be ascrib\~d to the extl'eJ\l"
vigilance of tlw JblwrJlleu. Vesi'wls fishing (Ill tlJ(l Flemish Cap are Y"Q- much e:qJOsed to eontae!,

with icebergs l'n'u as late as July,

Perhaps uo other n'ssl,ls are so Jlllwh t>2>pused to l1augBr from itt as the halilJUt 1Jc"t of .Kew

England. 'l'hp,Y meet with many driftillg iceberg." and, occasionally, with large masses of fidd-ice,

on their J"(mt.e tu the northern grOllllds, JII tIle spring of 1880 f>(>Yeral vessels Which 8tartel1 foJ'

Greenland were oLligeu to gin' np the \'oyagc aud return to tlw Gnml1 Bank on this aeCouIlt.

Ict', frrt>;,:iJJg in masses all tllc "cBs"l's !'>ails aIlt} riggoillg in CXbTIIle1y cold weather, i:-<, IwrlJ:lPS,
more to be flrradefl than collisioll with floating tee.

In tlw winter seuson the temperature is often so low that CHU'y bit of flring spray t~,(Jngeals

wherever it strikes, a lid tJJC n~ssels SOOIl become so loat.led down that they arc almost llumall·

ageaule. 'l'hi!'; is Hue of the (~O[IJIl10Jll'st perils of the winter fisheries, ami one that re!}llil'cs great
fortitufl~ amI resolution to overcome, All.)' Jll'gleet to impro\'e every opportunity of freeing the

vt'Si'eJ fmIll je!~ wOllill ROOlJ I't'ilult jJl lu'r fOlllJl]{'rilJg. Sometimes, for IInJ'" and nights 1ogethf'J",

the men mu~t rPIllaiu Oll deck, eOllstant!,Y employed ill poulJding the iee and always at the immi·

nent risk of lJeiug S\H"llt oHlrho;lnl. Vessels sometimes urri,e iu fishing" )lorts so badly" iceu up"

that it is imlJossible to lOWPl" the sails or to bring them to au auchor.
D.L""I"GER~ TO 'VIIALlKG ,}~SSELS,-On the homeward passage the Arctic whaling ,'essell<, in

tilick weather, arc in COIJstant da,nger from icebergs, especially a,hout Hudson's Bay, Uumberla1ll1

Gulf, and Davis St,raits. TIl('T(, i:,; lesOl Ilangl'r on the outward passag(\, as the l' watch ou fled '.

is more eagerEy Oil the luokout. On tire homeward voyage, bowever, wben the approadJ of whales
----------- ---,,-

• TlI'ell/y-four (fam in the iee,-~cll"()lH~rS H'm~Wfl!<] and HattieI', which left this port for Newfoundlauol for a load
of frozen herring in D'·cc11lhcr b~t, got frozen ill while on the homeward paSl:lagl", I"ebru[l,ry 9, in :fo'ortune Bay, ollll
remain""l tIler<' <Jllwen ,10'·s. Gvt ck:lr tl", 19th, fin,! went into Ule ice /I.,gain the 8ll.me day amI remained there unl il
MllIeh 3. Sc1100U'-'f!! 8. C. 1':0;-e5, of K~wlHlry!,ort, Bu,t Charles A. Ropes, of Camden, Me., were 0.180 in the 8.1m"
predicunwnt. Calltail) 1't'IlU1Jlgt,l[1 (or tbe Hnew-llnI) made a drawing of the scenc, in which the foul' yesr;l)l~ art'
visible fast locked ill tile ico. and the crews of the HerewQl'(l and Ra.ttler busily engaged in gdting 8OIIl" l)ro\'i~[ou,;

from the S. C. KOyt'R, which by at a ,listance of 3 miles. The iee was so rough that tbey were obliged to carry' tho
flour in bag8, and Uw lIwn wi1h the Lags on tbeir backs, and the captain witb th" empty barrel to put it in when It
T(lQchl'd th,) veasel, lUak;~s " lh.,]y· ,,·e,ne. It wa~ II fe<li0118 expCl'ienee for nJl hands, and gJa.d ollongh werll tb,'y 10
get clear of their' icy 1.\oll(1~. Foctllnak j t Will< that the Noye~ COllJ,l sllPl'Iy them wi tll fionI', othel'wlow the men won 1<1
have suffored for thi~ necessary of Uf<l,-Cape Anll ..faver/iller, March J7, Itl76.
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is pot so Ulnch ail object of inh'rcst, tIle lookout is 1101: kept with such ,igilalJC(·. l'h{; greatest

prccautiolls against eolllsioll with icc are taken from the tillle the yessels il}lproaell the region where

ther expect to find ice-ahout the l11tter part of JUlH'-tlll'Ough JII1:-, Angust, and tht, firf't part of

Septemlwr.

Yf'$sels engaged in the wlnl]C fisheries of the Arctic Sea, north of lkl'ing\; Straits, arc eX]loseu

t,o great danger from icc, awl many of UWft! ba n~ ueen lost, citlJer b.r lleing dri,cn orr slJ()re hy tIle

ice or ernf3hed lwtween masse" of heuYy p;.H:k-ice.

Since 1871 more tlmn fifty whaliug Ye8sdl> huye bet'll lost ill the Arctic, north of Bering's

Straits. ]n 18, I thirty.four out of a fleet of tliirty·nine vcssels wert; crushed in the pack-ice. In

18/G twelyc out of a fled of twcnlr sail w~'ro 108t undrr similar cirCuIllstance.'>. The story of the

great disaster of 18i1 is told by Starhuck, in his IIistory of the \Vhale FislJi"'S. IIe sa;y,,: 'I In the

fall of 1871 came news of it terrible (li;;astel' to the Arctic fleet,' ri\'uling ill its extent the depreda

tions of the rebel cruisers. Oft' roint lll'lc!Jcr thi!1.y -fOlu vessels I,[lJ- eTllsllf'tl alHI mangled in the

itt; in l((,lw;llnlu wl:r~ oyer twelve lllllJurcd He:lmen who~ by this catastrophe, were shiJlwrecked.

• ... • Ou the 2d of September the brig Comet was cauglit by the bea,:\, i('e ~l1Jd eomplde]J

crushed, ber cn'w bare].)' r~eapillg to the other vessels. • ... • .Kothing but ice was yiJSiJ)Il' off

shore, the o:lly clear wa teT being where the fln't lay, aud tltat narrowed to a, strip from 200 YUJ'(!H

to half a lllile ill wi\lth, amI l~xtelldillg from Point Beh~b('r to 2 or 3 nlilet> south of "~ainwright

Inlet. !Io .. '" Ou the 7tb of SrpteIlll)('f the Lark I~omau, while eltHing-ill a whak', was

eaught betwel'1J two illllJlenSl' floc;; of ice off Sea Hori;C 18lamb, whence sin' had hl'lpll's.sl.'" drifted,

amI erushell to atoms) till' oflicl'rs (InrI crt'w escaping over the icc, Sl\\"ltJg: scared} anythilJg but

their fjYes. The lll'xt UllY trw bark Awashonks met a similar fate, and a third fllgitjn~ crt'w ""CHI

11i8tl'ibutCtl among illl': n'tmri\l\l\g ",l1i\l",." 'Ilwr(' ul1l.leal'f'U no cbaw:e of rdief to the ice·bound

\'esse;;;, aIltl after eummlta.tioll among the captains it wus agreed to abandon tlieir ;;bips., amI II daS

.'let Whl'lI they woulll take to buats ill hOpE'S of reaching othflr \-el:;sels wbich ,,"ere outside the lmrrier.

"The morning of the Uth of September came, and a sad d;]} it was to the crews of the ke-honnd

erafts. At lIoon tIle sigua]s, flags llt tIl(' tllustheads, uniOll down, were set, which told them tlH'

tilne had come when they must SPH\r themscIves from Uwir "essels. As a shitl":\l family (~eh

wilen tIle de~~ourillg tlarnc~ destroy tlw llome which was tlwir oll'l.lelter, lind witll it tbc little sou l-e
l1irs aud lwieclef\j:; IIlf'UloriaJ;; which bad lH'lCn flO carefUlly collected and so carue~t1.v trct\slln:I], "0

feels t1:le mariner \ylien compelled to tear himself from the ship which seem~ to him at once parl'llt,

friend, and l,;hl·lter." AnN two days' struggling with tlll'ieC find wan's, the boats, hea\ily 10adl'11

with their freight of 1,200 whlllemen, reached the more fOitunate "essels Ulld were kindly Cilf('E!

for 11.)- their fellows. Fortunately liD liTeS Were lost by this disaster, thongh the money IOS8 was

upwards of a million and a lialf of dollars. Tue 10s8 b,y the disaster of 187G was .lifty mell; RIllI

vesseJ8 RJ)U cargoes valued at $800,000. Further details of these awl other lIi"asters to tbe Ardic

fleet are gi,en in another scctiOll of tlliR report, which discusseR the 1Jif't{Or~' and llldhod" of tht\

wbale fishery.

DANGEHS FilO}! J~lRF. AND L1GnT::'lr~G.

Pishiug vessels are sometimes exposed to dangNs from fire and lightning, which canl>e many

misbaps, if not serious disasters. In JUlH', 1:-;6-1" a fire broke ont in tile forcca~tleof the schooner

Sea 'Vikh, at anchor on Cashe'8 Ledgt'. It wall discovered by the men who were on d~ck dress

:ng fish. 'fhey immediately rllslted forward with buckets, aud br the ilJO"t strennOllS eflorts, exp08~
iug themSelves tbe while to the flame8, suc(:ceded iu extinguishing the tire bdore an;y very serious

damage bad been done. Another instfl.uce of this kind occnrf/?>11 to the schOOlll'r Princess, of
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Bucksport, Me., a few years later, while [sing ill Pl'OSl)cct IIarltoT", Xuya Scolia. All of tIle crew
except the Cal)tain had gone to t1lc wreck of the steamer Atlantic, a few miles distant from the

harbor. The fire broke out in the forecastle. It was first observed b.}' the crews of some yesl'els

near by, and tbey proceeded to tlul rescue. Although the fire was well under W::l.}', th{'J" suc
ceeded in extinguishing it by cutting holes through the deck, but' not before the vessel was badl,)
damaged.

Instances of vessels haying been struck b.y lightning arc not at all rare, but as a general thirlg
they are only dismasted or receive some other slight itljuries. Thcre are a few cases, also, where
some of the crew have been l'ery seriously injured.

• •
DANGERS OF AT1'ACKS FROM MARICIfE ANl1ltALS.

Fishing vessels are liable to attacks from whales and swordfi~h. In the" Histors of the Sword·

fish'~ instances are recorded of attaCKS UIJOII vessels by swonlfish. Many of the New England
fiRhermen have their stories of swordfil>h striking tbeir vessel. A New Lonuoll fisherman of
many years' e:xperience states that there are sF,eral broken sworus in the hun of hi.s vessel. The

danger from these attacks is from leaks, which have sometimes resulted in much damge.
Whales have been known to strike antI cause the destruction of merchant and whaling ships,

hut. we have no record of such disaster to fishing craft. "The Fil'heries from IG:?3 to 18iG," pub
lisheu at Gloucester, gives the !larticulars of a vessel of that port being towed IJ~- a whale. The
fluke of the anchor caught in the lJluw·hole of the whale, amI tl1E~ frightened animal rushed through
the water with the vessel in tow. It hecame necessary to cut the cable in order to sal'e se,eral of
the crew, who were away from the ,essel hauling their trawls. In 1878 the 8hip Columbia was

sunk off the Newfoundland Banks by a blow from a whale. TIle crew took to the boats,und wl're
rescued by Cnptain Deljdcs, of the steamer r. Caland. 'flIe story of the 1088 of the wbuleship
.Essex in the southern seas is one of the most familiar in the annals of the whale fishcr~'. "TiJe
boats of the Essex had killed the calf of a whale, when the mother, apparently uIl(lerstHuding
their connection with the ship, aHackt,u it, retreating about a mile to get hcadwa;y, !lllu striking

the ,essel on the bows, staving in its timbers and making a hole so large that it was useless to
attempt to stop the leak." The crcw took to the boats, and were finall.y picked up.

DA1\GERS FROM: THE DEFECTS OF DAD CO~STnUCTION OR FROM AGE.

Although the majority of the fishing vessels are as snbstuutially built as an.y in-the world and

are wdl calculated in this re-speet to withstand the strains whieh may be brought to bear upon
them, ~'et unprincipled llUildt'rs 80metimes take advantage, when building a l'Cssel for !'."ale, to
I>light them in certain particulars. 'fhese may be briefly mentioned as-(l) by putting.in defective
timber or planks; (2) br insufficient fastening j and (3) by a lack of care in calkhlg the ve-sse!.

If to these defects are also added others in tlw rigging of the vessel, it follows 118 a matter of

course tlmt she is poorly calculated to witbstand the vicissitudes and perils incident to the pursuit
of tIle fisheries. Vessels of this kind are sometimes built to be sold at It cheap rate, but snch a
pl'Ucticc is entirel.y wrong, for it exposes the !i\'cs of many men to the danger of being lost at aea.
Therc should be provision for the legal punishment of those who engage ill such nefarious enter
prises.

Defects are, howet>er, more froqne-ntI)' to be met with in old ves!lcls, wllich are in some ca~l'I

.sent to sea as long as it is IJossible to obtain a crew for them, and it is to be wondered at that
Illorc fatal dislU!ters have not reauJt.ed from such a practice. There is no doubt that the cause of

,. Report U, B. Fish Comrni!!8ioner, Part VIII, 1880.
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the loss of many ,aiuable liyes migbt be traced to tbis source; anu owners wtlO wm Pcrslst in
exposing men to snch peril, certainly are deserving of the severest condemnation.

T!.lo fisllerIOul:, who is called upon to ineet many dang~rswith which each .oyage brings him
in contact} and for tbe resultR from wbich the owners may not be held responsible, 8houhl have at
least the security of a stanch and well.rigged "esse}.

liO.. DANGERS TO FISHERMEN ON VESSELS AND IN BOATS.

DANGERS TO FlSnER~IEN ON VESSELS.

SEAS STRIK1~G TilE DECK.-The mogt common accident wbich is liablu to occur is caused hy
heavy seas, which strike the fishermen as they stand upon the deck of a ,essel, knocking them

down and often inflicting serioQs injuries,

III the winter of 1877 William BrowIl, one of the crew of the SChOOIleJ' Howard, of Gloucester,
was struck by a sea and severely injured by being" knocked against the bows of tile dories which
were lashed amidshIps.

In December, 1880. ouc of the erc\\' of tile schooner David A. StoQ' was gtandiug all watch at

the bow of i.llC schooncr when a heavy sea struck the vessel. To avoid being thrown o,erboaI'd,
he gl·asped. the irou braces of the forward stoYe funnel. The sea knocked tbe Yess",l upon her

beam-cnll::!, and when she righted he was found insensible, with his h'g broken and several ii\plin
tel'S from the fore boom, wbleh h:ld been broken by the foree of the sea, driven entirel;)' thongh the

limb.
Instances of this sort might, be multiplied, but it is sufficient to say that they occur frequently

every winter, amI rarely withont serious or fatal results to the victims, who are sometimes washed
overboard.

DANGERS OF I'ALLIKG FROM TIlE RlGGING.-Anot!.ler serious danger il> that of falling from

aloft. 'l'llis kind of accident, howew'r, occurs less freqnently than tho former.

Capt. Garret Galvill, in the spring of 1875, fell from the masthead of the schooner Restless,

while on the Grand Banks, striking the cable-tier. Ill' received no serious injur;y. His was a \"Cry
fortunate escape, for lives are sometimes lost in t!.lis "Wa.y, and a person thus falling rarely escapes

with less serious results than the fracture of a limb.
In the spring of 1&78 Capt. Joseph Campbell, {If GrOnCe-Bter, feU from the. nHI.Bthead of !liB

,essel, which lay at anchor on ~he Banks, and was killed. Men sometimes fall from the main hoom

while engaged in reefing the mainsail. In mo~t cases these accidents arc fatal, sillce at such times

the weather is generally too rough to permit their being rescued. Such falls are usually occasioned
by a sudden lurching of the vessel, causing the men to lose their hold.

'Whalemen sometimes fall from the rigging. Such accidents arc usually the result of careless

ness on tile part of the sailors themselv-es. At times, while the ercw are taking in sail, the canvas

wraps itself around a sailor and thro"Ws him from tllc yarfl. 1Vhether he falls on deck or overboard

depends upon the position he occupiell 011 the yard.
DANGERiJ FROM MOVEMENTS OF TlIE nooMs.-Fishermell are sometimes injured by a blow

from vne of the booms, usually the fOl'ldlOom, as it swings from side to side. The injuries are

usually to the head, though sometimes the man is further wounded by being knocked upon the

deck. It is quite commoD, alSO, for them to be thrown overboard by a blow of the boom or by

becoming entangled in swinging ropes.
Men are sometime8 thrown overboard br a Iludden lurch of the V("ssel. They are gl'ucrally

lo~t, for at such tlme.a It is too rough to lower a- boat to re8Cue them.
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DANGER OF llEl.NG WASHED FROJI TIm nOWI'3PRlT OR JIB-BOOM,-Anothcr danger is clrcoun·
tered by fisbermen while on the bo.....sprit cngaged in furling or reefing the jib. As thc \'cssel

plunges up and dowll, the bowsprit is often completely snbmerged. It is then VCrj' difficult for a
man to retain his hold and to preycut, being washed off and drowned. The force of the sea adlled
to the resistance oftbe water to the rapid motion of the plunging vessel brings tremendous power

to bear upou any object on the bowsprit"

.A. remedy for disasters of this class is possible. If, as in the English cutter and some other
European vessels, our schooners were provitled with two jibs, or rather with a fore staysail and a
small jib, instead of the immense jib wlliuh is now commonly in use, in heavy weather the jib could

be furled and the men would not be obliged to go outside of the bow to shorten sail. This style
of rigging has been introduced to some extent upon the New England pilot·boats and upon t1le
larger class of Nova Scotia sclJooners, and is quite a1:\ applicable to all fishiug vessels.

IIIen going on to a jill·boom to· furl the :t1~'ing jib are liable to be washed overboard, and wallY
instances are on record of disasters of this kinu; most of which have resulted in loss of life.

IIIen al80 sometimes fall overboard h.y the parting of tlle foot-ropes, or by missing their hold
during a sudden lurch of the vessel.

DANGERS MET WITH IN HOLDlXG THe CAllLK-There is danger in connection with" hold

ing t1le cable" when it is "ho\'c up" or hauled in, eitber to change the arrangements of the chao
fing gear or to "weigh the anchor." Tlle sudden rise of 3 "es~wl on the t'rpst of a wave Illay
jerk the cable forward and throw the persons wllo are llolding it. with mnch violenc(' owr the wind·
lass and into contact with the iron brakes, thm~ inflicting inj uries.

DANGER FROM LrGllTNIl'iG.-Yes~ds arc sometimes struck by lightning, their masts shat·
tered, and injuries inflicted to the crew. This sometimes occurs on t.he Banks, and in 1878 several
vessels were thus injured while l~'ing at the wharves at Glonce!1t.er.

DA1WERR Xo'UO::\l Pl::RNITURE.-::'>linor accidents are frequent on shipboard. "-Then 11 \'eRsel is

knocked down hy a sea the eabin 8tO\-e may llreak loose and tumble abont, burning some of tllC

men. In the gale of December {l, 1871lJ sucb an acddent occurred to one of the CTCW of the

Rchooner Ruth Grove!:!) of Gloncester.
DANGERS FROM CUTS OR BRUlSES.-In dressing fish or cutting bait audden movements of

the vessel are likely to cause fishermen to cut their hands. Such accidents, however, are not gen

erally serious, thongh fingel's and thumbs are soDlelimes sacrificell, When a man is cngaA"oo ill

fishing the least cut or scratcll soon UC('OIlWS a painful 801'1:', for it is impossible to protect the raw

surface from the slime aud salt with which the hands arc constantly in contact. Sometimes pain·
ful abscesses, or what are called hy tllc fishermen "gurry sores," are the result. In the summer
months fishermen suffer a great annoyance from the stings of "sunjeUies," "sun-squalls," or "sea·
nettles," usua.]ly of the species Oyanca arotica. The tentacles of these animals cling to tbe lines

and seines and the sUngs of the lassoo cellI' cause the most intense pain at times. On the southern

coast even morc serious results are caused boY contact with the tentacles of the Portuguese man
of· war, which sometimes produces a temporary paral,rsis of the muscles and always Mote suffering.
All fi~hermen protect their hands, when dressing fish, by wearing mittens, but, nevertheless, slime
will penetrate between the fibres and get upon the skin. In handling the lines,fhe fishermen use

the so·called "nippers," knitted from woolen yarn. Cots of ruuller or wool are used by the mack·
erel fishermen iu order to protect their ling-crs when fishing with hand-lines; and sometimes tht'.y
winll ram aroulHl their fingers for the same rl'<lson. Almost all of tbe fisbermen upon the Banks
are afflicted with smoll boils (called" PiIl:jinnels ") npon the forearm, caused by the chafing of the
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hea.vy clothing saturated witlJ &:llt water antI the contact of the cuff of the oiI-jacket with the flesb

of the wrist.

DA"NGERS ero FISDER).fEN IN SMALL nOA'l'S.

Tlw fishermen in trawling on tIlt) Banks mmalJJ' go Ollt iu tlH:ir dark/; from olle to tllITC milcs
from the vessel for the trawls, and arc exposed to uumerous dang{'l's.

C.d.psrZED BY ITKAYY SEAS.-Boats are capsized eitIler when the lllell affj l'OWillg" to nlld from

tlle yessd1 or 1;I"Uell they arl;' fHlgaged In hauling or "eUing the trawlf\. Pages could lw filled witll

il1stancc!l of this k i lid, oftPIl resultin g iu loss of life, amI frequeIl~Jy rem arI. uhI c fur exmnpIes of
heroism ou the part of fishel'UH'1l wIll) ll:l'l"fl matl{', attempts, at the risk of tlwir o"'-n lj\~es, to :-oa,*"
tllelr weaker comrades.

"Schooner Neptune'" llriuc wa,s wrecked at Malcomh's Letlge, Me., S(>l'lemher 22, 18GO.

Tweh·c of her fourteen men found a watery gnlYC by the Rwaml)ing of thc boat in whidl they

sOltght to reach the shore. Que m:tll, IIenr.r Johnson, wus enabl('d to mgain the boat. Slle waR

fun of water, but fortuuatt'l} there was a bncket ill lll'r, and a coil of rope. ,yith the fOrlllel" he
cOD:lmenL'ed bailing, anil by dint ofIwnl lahor managed to free hf'rJ alHwuglJ she was contiwlIlJl,r

taking in water, A hogRhead tub from the vClOselltad urifted across the boat amidships. Tilis he

sC{lureu with Ids rope, and that made the boat ride 1I10rc easHy. 'Vhen llC got tirl'd of bailing the

boat he would crawl into the tub, amI when tbat got full of water IH:' would eommenee bailing the

boat agail1. He knew not wllitbcr he was drifting, and became so uUerly exhausted that, long ere
da;ylight dawned, be fell aiShlep. At noon -timc a Belfast schooner si ghted th craft, bom dOWIl to

her, and her siu,4'le ]Jai'iscnger wa:,; leeched ou board aUl1ldndly Clued for. Olle ot!lrr of the crew.

'named Marsh, secured a resting place at the foremast. head, where for (-'ighteell llOnrS h(' enunn'd

greater agonies t1Jall dl"ath could intlkt. The surging walers rc~lJed to hi.~ Twist, n-I.liJl' tlw l'iUi
less rain beat upon his nn}ll'Otm:ted h(J~1I1, and tho paug'l of thirst, am} hungn dallloretI th:"!.t he
SllOUJd cease the unequal strife and $('cl>: o/)lidon in tIle seethiug flood, But tlj{~ instinct of Belt:

preser"ation was strong, nuu he maintained his position until llig feet were ch:lfc(} und ruw, and

delirium set in. ilis critk;tl pm;itioll was at last discowred by two fishermen on Seal Island, ami
he was taken off and tenderly careu for until reason r~suTDed it!> thron(' and ]W WHf' ahlp to tala.,
passage for llOmep·

CAPSIZED nY WEIGHT 01" 'l'RawJ•.-There is u:lllg.~r of being UIlsct by the straiu Oll the trawl
lin{l1 afl the dory rises upon the sea wIlen the men are lJauiing in the line. Thc"!ille is usually,

in silch casciI, arOllllll tbe trawI."winch, or " hurdy- gunl,Y," and cannot be slackcned quiek cllGn;:h

to prevent up!';etting the dory.
OAPSIZED BY SHII'I'IX&- 'W ATElZ.-A dory llea vilr loadeu 'l'it11 nilu i,~ Jbhlc t{) J>{) IIPS('t hy

shipping a quantity of water which brings the gunwales below the f'oUI'facf'. 'Vben a boat i-\l

upset in this way the men seldom escape from drowning. They are cloLLed from head to toe in

heavy clotbilJg, bosiUes stiff outer clothing of oilt:!d cotton or rnbber, and with hea,,:,· boots, so tliat

they have little power of movement ill the water. In addition to this the water is extremely told

on the Banks, in summer being rarely above 40° or 42°, anil ill winter LH:nrly at the freezing point;
the nnfortunate fishermen become 80 chilled that they arc incapable of TItuch l.'x{'rtion. Of late

years the Gloncester fishermen ha"c adOlJted the cnstom of fitting the dories with" pIng b('ckQt~,"

which are loops of rope fastened to the umler side of the pIng in the bottom of the dory. This

loop, or "becket," is large enough for a man (0 thrust Ilis arm throngll, and IlC ean thus eling to
the bottom of the boat uutil ht'lp may reach him. A I' Iife·line" is also occasionall;y' used. This is..

• Gloucest-el' nud Its Fishede~,pr. 66,67.
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a light rope stretched along tlle bottom of the dory ncarl>' from stem to stern, being fastened at
euch end and in the middle to small staples, and with two or three "beckets ll large enough for a

man's arm. These are preferable to tllC 'l pIng-becket:>" because thoy enable two Of three men to
cliIlg to the bottom of one dor~., which is sufficiontly buoyant to support tbem WitllOut difficulty,
Lut not to aUo,," them to rest upon it. Numerous instances of the preservation of life by the llse

of this simple means are on recoru, awl it is simple iulJ.u:manit~· to send men away frOID the ves!'Rl
in dories which arc not equipped with some such means of safety, for it is almost impossible for a
fisherman to retain hold of the smooth slippery bottom of a capsi.zed dory, ·coustantly swept bj' Hie
breakiug seas. The "life-line" wa. iutroduced a few years ago, but the I'plug;.becket" has been
in usc 1001' Hi .yeurs, though not to much extent until recently. These ropes do not impede the
speed of the dory, and the only objection ever urged against them is that they iuterfere witb slid
ing the dories about on tbe decks of the \'essels.

V\TASHED rnOM THE BOA-T.-The fishermen arc quite often washed out of their dories by

breaking "cas. In the f<lll of 1880 Thomas R. Lee, of Gloucest.er, 'While engaged in hauling a
halibut trawl on the Grand Bank, was strntk b~' a sea and thrown Iii or 20 feet from his dory. He

rose to the surface twice, but was so much cnculllbcrell by his clothing that he was unaVlc to swim.
As he was sinking the. third time he caught the trawl, which was fastened to the dory. TIy me-aml
of this he tried to haul himself up, hu t when "iill about three fathoms under water one of the hooks
caught in his tinger and wcnt cODJplctel,r through it. lie theJJ grasped the trawl above his head
witL the other haud awl b,Y a sudden jerk tore the lJOuk from his fiuger. He hauled himself up
and reached the gunwale, but just then uuother hook caught in his clothing, which rendered it

Uiillcult for him to get into tbe boat. He called to his dorymatc for help, bnt the man was too'
frightened to assist him. B~' a great effort he lJUUcd himself o'"er the side of the dory and fell
down c:Khausted. This is an instance of the dogged plnck of the t.ypical Gloucester fisherman, for
a.fto·.. recoycring from the firBt cxhallBtiOII he }W:l:Bistcd in hauling his trawl and filling hie dQl:Y
with :fish before retuming to the .-essel.

DANGER FROM SQUALLs.~Wbile tcouing tbeir trawls fl~bcrmen are liable to be onrtaken
by heav.y .squalls, especially in the winter season, and are nnable to reach their vessels. Such
squalls afe particular].}' dangeroll8 because of the force of the wind, which createH high seas,
and tlw;r arc often accompanied with denee snow, which adds to the anxiety a·nd periL Instance.'!
o( this 1>.in(1 arc constantly occurring', and afi'ord some of the most exciting episodes in the fisher·

mau's life, since, in every instance, a determined and heroic effort is made to regain the vessel in
spite of tLe wind and sea. Their efforts are often aided by their shipmates on the vessel, who
fl~stcn a line to a dory or buoy and allow it to (1tift Qut to the men who are struggling to reach tlu'.
wssel. Sometimes over a mile of rope is paill ont in this manner, which expedient has resulted in

the sa,'jtlg of numerous lh;es. \\'ben that is not a"\'ailable the cable bas sometimes been cnt or
the anchor broken out by l)QttinS' sail on the vessel, which then runs down toward the dory and

rc.scU\'s the men. At night 8 light is sometimes rigged to the paid·out dory. When all these
expedients fail the lost fishermen way be rescued by other vcssels in the neighborhood, but too
often they drift about for several days before being picked up. Fishermen have been thus adrift
for six da.rs without food or water and finally rNlCueu, and many more have perished after drift·

ing for p, long' time or have been soon swamped by the breaking waves. When fishermen are thus
adrift antI exposed to bern-y seas they may succeed in kt'eping t1l(\ dory aftOllt by means of rigging
1\ "drag," a contrivance by which the head of the dory is kept to the wind and sea" and it is tbus
prc-wnt-ed from swamping. This "drag" is often made of tbe bod.r of a dead halibut by tying it
by the head and tail. A buoy keg, with a hole in it, which will fiU with wQter aud thn8 preseut a
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resistance to tbe sell, is also used ,,,ith the Bame result. The men meanwhile Meady the boat with
their oars to prevent it from SWinging "side to the windY

PRECAUTIONS AGAINS'£ LOS~ OF LIFE.-Much suffering and loss of life lIlight IIC prevented if

tbe fil;hcrmen would carry food U1Hl water in their dories WhCll they go out to hanl the trawlt'>o So
maIlY vessels are passing dailJ' mthe vicinity of the fishing grounds that the dHHlces are against

a boat drift,ing for wallY days without being picked up, provided the men are able to ker-p up tl.teir

strengtb and spirits. Many of the banks arc so ncar the land that the men couM succeell in rcach
ing it if they had provisiolls to rmpport their strength for 11 few daJ's. Tlle custom of carrying
water and occa-sionaIfy prO\<ifiioll'l in the dories in thick weather iS

l
it is claimed, coming' more iuto

fa vorl but this simple precaution <Igainst disaster and suffering should be imifitcd upon hy humane

llUulic sentiment, and possibly also by legal enactment.

It has been suggested that it would be useless to make laws for the govel'mucnt. of fishermcn
when they are out of sight of the officers of the law1 but no matter how carelesl:; the crew and skill
pers may be, if a law allowed th~ fishermen to bring a suit for damages against the master and
owners of a vessel which sent th~m out in a small boat without pl'Ovisiongl it 'Would be clearly to

the interest of the latter to oblig~ them to carry the necessities of lif('l no lImtter how careless the
men thcillsel,es might be.

.Tohn Maynard, of New Lon(],oll, aIllI ,\Villiam Corthell, of Lyme l Cmm., of schooner GiIt'on
Carman l left that vessel on George's on Wednesday, March 17, 18G9, in a dor:y, to haul their trawlt:l,
and while doiug 80 a very beav.Y thunder-squall 1!pmng up, driving thcm frorn the banl;:i'!. They
had at the time several balibn~ and from sixty to sewnty codfisll, which they had to throw oyer
board, with the exception of one, which they retained to cat. After eating a little it made them

sick l and they were obliged to throw it away. On ThursdaJ- night they saw a YeSI'd, but weN'
unable to attract her attention; were drifted about all day Friday and Friday night

l
wit-bout auy

thirg to eat. On Saturday morning a duck lit in t.he vicinit.y of the hoat1 wlJich they managed to
kill and ate it raw. Ou Saturday night1when they had nearly given up tlle idea of beiIlg sayed

l

tbey maul' a light a few miles ahead. They immediate1J' pulled for it, when it provcd to 110 the
schooner Henry Clay. During the time they were in the boat they had a stearly storm of rain and

suow aud were frequently capsized, but with the aid of a bucket they managed to keep the boat
clear of water. Corthell had his teet badly fro.-;en. Maynard's arm was badly ebafed and SWOllCIl

1

and bofu suffered greatly.-
"TLe Domjnjon Gov£'xnmen t iltt>JllDf"X .NewJidd, C:lptJjjlJ Gullion], 3rJi\-NJ il t llJi]jf,ax from

Sablc I8land to-day, and brought up William Coleman and James McGrath, Who had landed Oll

tb~.,_ island. Tbe two men belonged to the fishing schooner Procter Brothers, of Glouecster
1

:Mit8S.

They left the vessel in a dory on the western banks of Newfoundland on the n:lOrning of Sllllda.y,

April 18, to attend to their trawls. While at this work a gale sprang up, and they were unable to

get back to the vessel. For fiye days they drifted about at the mercy of wind and wavcs
l

withollt
food or water. Their sufferings were intense, as the weather was YeI';)' cold. McGrath had both

feet badly frozen. On the evenin~ of Tuesday, April 22, tlleir dory drifted ashOre on Sable !liland,
and the two men are kindly cared for by the mell stationed there to aid wrecked people."t

DlllGERS OIl' FOG OR TillCK WEATHER.-There is constant dangel', at all Seasons of the rear,,
of fishermen, while oat in the bOats1 losing sight of the vessels. In summer, whcn there is no

snow, the fogs are most prevalent. To prevent accidents of thts sort, so far as llossible, vessels are
pnftided with bells, hornl!l, and guns. The common tin horn amI Anderson's Ilatent bOrD, in which
the air is forced -through a reed by a pistoll l are the most common horDS in use, Occa.sionally the

.. Glouceatcr and Ita FiIlhe:rleJI, p. 66. t Donon Herald, April :m, 1880.
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oM-fashioned eonLJh-f1hell horn is carried, amI this is cOllsidered by many experienced fishermen
superior to the tin horn. Some vessels carry moskets and a few of them small can DOll. The firing

of cnnnon is so expensinl and dangerous that they can only be used in an emergency, and they
are Dot generally fired until too late to ue of any assistance to the nwn who are hstra;y. It is
('!;;timated that an ordi"lury horn can be heard iu calm weather from 1 mile to 19 miles; with an

ordinary breeze it can be beard to the windward perhaps not. 200 ;yards, to the leeward l)erhnps a
mile; but in mnch of the weather in which fishermen are out hauling their trawls such a born
cannot be heard to a greater distance than oue·qllarter the lenglli of one of their trawUines.

Au objectioll to the Anderson piston horn is that it gets 80 easily out of ft:'l'air that sometimes,
after being used for a fl'w hours, it is of no furtller service until it has been overhauled.

There are ,'Oety serious objeetions to the use of tile mouth horn. The labor of blowillg this

d(~volves upon the skipper, who remains on board the vessel, and is obliged to kC<'.p blowing from
rooming until lIigbt, in order that the boats may keep within a safe distance of the vessel. 'Illis

continual blowing is very exhausting, so that tbe 8kiIJper~s powe1' to aid his mell is very much
diminished at tbtl clOl';e of tbe fla;r, wben the sound of bis horn is gt>lIerall.y most nCf'dcd. SOlDO

de,iee by which a succession of loud blasts, at frequent intervals, can be kept, up 011 board of the
ve8sels, especiall} some horn which can be worked without the aid of the human lungs, ,lila
powerful enough to he heard a long distance, would be of the greatest importance to our fisbenncu,
as well as to sea-faring men of all classes and nations.

Much of tlw danger incurred by the tIJieklH'BS of the fog 11f('Yelltillg the Dlell in the (lori(~s fWIll

sel'ing tbeir vessel may be averted hy the use of a compa:>s in each dory. Although this custom
bas been growing iII favor within the lai"t tell years, yet proba.bly not, more than one·half of the

dories belonging to Gloncester vessels an~ providrd with thi1i illstrnrnent, lllld the prO!lortion ill

H'ssels from other ports is vers much 11.'8$\. It'seems culpable llC'gligence on the part of the ownerI'
not to provide COm!laSSeS for their crews, sillec tbe cost of all instrument cmfEiciently accnrnte to
answer eyery purpose does not exc~ed $3. It is a fair qucf>tiotl whetber they should not be obliged
by law to furnish such additional safeguards to prevent suffering aud 10ES of life. It shoulU. be mell·

tioned in this connection that wbere compasses Ore used they are in ever.y instance furnished by
tbe erew!;;, and nut liS the oWliers of the vessels.· Fift~··two men were reported to ha,e gone
astray, froIn Gloucester vcsst'ls, in about two montlJS, in the f1l'ring and early slimmer of 18f:3.

])ANGEHS FRUM: C01.LISlOx.-Tbere is danger, ill foggy weather, of a dory being TIm dOWIl

by steamers or passing vessels, thougl1 disaster can usually be avoided by cutting the trawl or
anchor liue. Dories are sometimes capSized uy heavy seas when unloading their fish and ~ear

:Jlongside tlJe vessel. 'fhe manner of setting trawls under sail is described in the chapter on the
halibut fisber.y. This is the only method of setting trawls in the baudock winter fisbery. As tbe

vessel under sail a]Jprouehes tbe dories to pick them up, there is a danger of the lDan at the wbeel
miscalculatillg the exact distance, and, striking the dory, of upsetting her. Man;y instances of thi/<.
killd are recorded. Seine boats, with ten or twelve men OLl board, have been upset in this way:
though loss of life has Dot been frequent as a result of such accidents.

D..L~GER 01' THE UPSETTING OF SMALL BOATS WREN U:NDER SAIL.-This is a lIot uncommon
cause of loss of life, not so much in tbe case of the Bank fishermen in their dories as in the I>bore

fisberies, often carried on in sail boats by men who are reckless in their managemcnt.
_._- ..•-_._------ -------"-------

• LOST Jl> l."IIE FOG.-James13nrke and Henry Fitzgerald, of /lChooner E, n. Phnlip~, from I.e Have Bauk, 14t11.
len tbeir ,;e8s",] at 4 p. In. New Year's day. A thick fog setting in, they were not able'to regain her, and they Towell
nil night, and the De1t day, when, at {; o'clock, they ""ere fortnnoteenongh to get alonp;&ide 8Chooner TragalJigzoDda,
where lher got something to cat, ltnd, taking a freeh start after getting reated, reached their own ve_' at midnight,
after hayinK bffn ao.ent thirty-ab: honn.-Cape .4"" .4drertiur, J,utl,arr 21, 1876.
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DANG-ER P1WM VRIPTlNG ICE,-During the latterpart of winter and in early SPIillg tbe haliuut

catchers on the Grand BanI,- llnd Banquereau are in danger of drifting ice, whi~b may separate
the dlll'ics froUl t.he nSflels. In the spring of 1870 ,>('veral dories got astray in this way, tboug-ll
they weH~ afterw:mls pkl,ell IJp anu the IDen were returned to t.heir 'f's>;r]j.. or brought into port.

DANGERS OF DEING DLOWN OUT TO SEA.-The lia,bility of fishermen, who are enga,ged in the

shore fishe,ries in small boats or dories, to be blowu off to sea. by sudden and high wiuds is a. dan- '

gel' to which this claRs are especia.ll.r exposed. lnstauces of fatal results from tllis cause are Dot
uncommon in most of the fishing COlllmunities, and narrow escapes from perHom; lJOsitions hM'e
Geen frequently recorded. A mi-'lbap of this very kind fs vivfl.I1;r descrillcd in Oelia Thaxter's
~, Isles of Shoals":

"Oue of tbe mOBt lJideou13 experiences I eyer beard befell a young Norwrgian now lidng at the
Shoals. Hc and a young companion came out from Portsmouth to set their ~rawl, in tile winter fish

ing, two years ago. Before they reaclwd the islaml, Cl\UH' a sudden squall of wind and snow, chillin~
and blinding. In a few nlOllwnts they laww not wherl:-, they were, und the willll COIlt ill1wd to sweep
t!wm nwtly. Preselltly tlwr fOllud jlleWRt'h"es IlUtkr tlw 1/'<:- of lrJ.Jite lsltwd Read i tU<T threw

out the road-Iiues of the-ir trawl, in deSpel"l.le ]llllle tllat tht'y lIlight hold the llOut till tlle squall
abated. The 'keepers at the light-house saw the pOor felbws, but werlO powerle~s to help them.
Alas! the road-lines soon brokf', a~d tho little boat was swept off again, theS knew not whither.
1oo~jgl.1t came down npon t.hem, tm,gea on tlJat terrible blncl-.: se.'t; Hu: ,mow ceageu, tlw douds flew

before the deadly cold northwest wintI; the tllennoID('tcr sank below zero. One of tllC men died
before morning, tlle other, alone witll the dead niall, was 8till dri,en on and on before the pitiless
gale. He bad no cap nor mittens; had lost l.wtb. ITe lxlilel1 the boat incessantly, for tbe sea brokl~

()ver him the livelong time, TIe told InC the story himself. lie looked down at the awful face of
his dead friend and thought •how soon he shonld be like him' j but still he never ceased bailing
it was all lle could do. Befote uigllt he passed Oape Cod and knew it as he rushed by. Anothpl'
un8peakabJ~' awful uight, and the gale abated no whit. Next morning he was almost gone from
cold, fatigue, and hunger. His e;yes were $0 8woIIen he could hardly see, Lut afur off, shining

wLiter than sil\'er iu the sun, Ule ~ans of a large schooner uIJJwared at the edge of the fearful wil·
derness. He managed to hoist a bit of old canvas on an oar. He was tben not far from Holme~'

Holc, nearl;y two hundred miles from the Shoals! TIle ~chooner saw it and bore down for Mill, LUI
the sea was rUllning 80 high that he expected to be swamped ever~T instant, As she swept pa1!t,
they threw from the deck a rOlle with a loop at the CliO, tied with a bow-line knot that would not

aliI" It caugbt binI o,er the head, and, clutdling it at his throat with botb bands, in an instant lie
fouud himself in the sea among tbe ice-l,'uld, furious waves, llrawn towards tho vessel with all the
atl'{,ngth of her crew. Just before he emergcIl he hel\I'd tile captain shout, 'We've lost him!' AL,
the bitter moment! FDr a borrihle fcar struck 1J1I'ough him that they might lose tbeir hold .au

instant on the rope, and tll('n he knew it would he all over. But they saved him. The boat, with
tbe dead man in it all alone, weut tosRillg", lJean'u knows wheTl:~.'l

Au early acciih'nt Df tLiH kiml is rcconlcd bJ· a chrollicler of coltmjal history:
"In January, 1641, a shallop: with eigbt men, woulll go from Pi!'-cataqua (though advi&ed to

the contrary), on the Lord's da~', towards Pemaquid, but were b,Y the Ilorthwest wind driyen to sen
for fonrtoen da,~'sj at length they reached IIIonhegill, and four of them iu this time perished with

ihe cold."
DANGER PROM D1WW1\11NG.-In considering the various dangers to which too fishermen arc

exposell by the upsetting of boats and by being thrown overboard, it is well to remcmb~r that
the men ha,e little ohance of saving themselves by swimming, however expert they may be.
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Overloaded, as ther are, with thiek clothing, rendered doulJly bea,'y by saturation, thc~' have

comparatiwTy Vf'rJ' Tittle use of their limhs; alllI; besides, the water is so cold that their muscles
would soon "Lecome paralyzed. The Jlwjoril,r of Kew England fishermen are completely ignoraut
of the art of swimming; in fact, tlw all'IJil)' to swim is not considered by them to be of an;)' speci<\l
illlllOrtancE', as it scarcclJ' increases their t'llillWC'8 for safety. In talkilJg with fishermen Dilon tIll'

:·mlJject thl'y will refer to illstUIH~Pi'i wIdeh h:IYC fallen Hnuer tbdr obserration of two men iu a

hoat, OIle of whom could f;wim awl tlJl' ollwr t~ouhl llOt. TlJe former, tnu,ting to bis skill when

tlle uoat was capsized, attemptet] to swim to a place of safcty and was drowned, wllilc the otber,
clinging to tbe bou t, was rh,<;ueu unLarmed.

PllECAUTIO:KS, M"TFAL OR pos-smLE, 1'"01: 'I'llE SAF]~T'l 01-' LH'E.-Strange to say, there are

mre\y l1lly proviBlmm {Ill ImI' fishing ft\.'{~t fGI' tl\~ sUJ:(,~Ol' of tl\08R who are overtut'noed into the wa~r.

If oshing ,cssels, like u]('l'dJant alld otlil'l' \"t'sseh~, coulll he compelled by law to carry lifc·buo:ys

or preserters, lll~ny Tiw...: migIlt .YI'ol'1~' ue sa"cd. Thi...: law nlight Ill' enforced much in the same
\\':IJ' ::is )Ias already b('(~n suggp'*'ll fOJ' 111(' provi;;iou of life-ropes and eatables upon tbe fishing
tlodes. .A small ontlay b.y tIl(' owner.-.; of the :fishiIlg yesilcls to .provide such simple safetr appa
ratns as would be nCC'I]cd lly a ,('s",d nlHl its crew of tweh'e or fifteen men, would yield rCRults

of immense importaIlce in the wily of p1"l>Sl'nhlg valuable lh-es.

DA...'lGERS 01" SAL1W:"·FISIIl:'\G I;\" '].'HE Cor.UMTIIA RIVER.-At; the salmon hanl hecome less
abundant up tlll' l'in'r, the Illl'l1 gu farthl'l' down; amI now tlle best fishing is f(jUud ncar the bar
at tlw riYt:~r's mouth, wll(,n~ tlw bl'pak\'fs urI' "err dangerous, especially in the spring.

l\lall'y of tile .lll'hennl'1I are drun h or a"reel' ill the bottom of tbe boat when it nears the bar,

aUlI h£'lICO lose tbeir lives. Oftl'll, 1no, 8l)Uer llwl l'\killfnl men take dangero\lS risks for tbe sake

of a ~o()(l eatcb. SOIIll'times mio;cllIeullltiolls as to wind and tide result in the boats beiIlg driyen

intu the breakerI';, whcre the.r are swamppd at once.

In stormy weather, fm" variulls rt':lf;{)Jl&, SOllie men ure drowned almost every night. In 18i9

a"Lout.fort.r mcn were urowllcl1, antI mOl'e than that nnmber in April and Malof1880. Little Qutside

Ilotice is taken of tlwse lletlut'n( 1;. itlosf of tIte fishermen arc foreigners, without family Or friends,

lind, unless their bodies are taken in gill-nets, ",lIen dl'OWIlI'll tbl'X drift, ont to sea and tbe boat is
re.port~d a& mil>l>ltlg.

DANGl:llS '1'0 ·WIIAU~.ME::-' AKD ~EALlms.-'fllc wbalchoats sent ont fi:om the vessels to kill

and secure tbt; whalpg are oftr·1J l'truck by the whale's flukcs, and mallY wbalemen baWl lost their

Ii H'S at such ti meso Someti Illes the III ell lue C<'1ught by a foul line and being carried overboard

am drowned. Men f'ngaged jlJ Ow fur-o;l'al and sea-elephant fisheries have lost their Ii,es bS the
enpsizillg of tllC boats wIli\(' maliing a landing on the rocky shores of the seal islands. III the

description of tho whale fmd ~eal tlslleries, in another section of tbis report, numerous instances
of thl'se and otber dangers to whalemen and sealers are more fully discU88ed.

51. PROVISION FOR THE BERE:AVED FAMILIES OF FISHERMEN.

'l'hc nature awl extent of tIle disaRtcrs to which our fishermen are constantI.'? e~posed having
lWl'll considered, it is of int('rpst to know what systematic efforts are made for the relief of their
families whell, as is ui'uall.v the {:;tse, thej' are left without adequate means of support.

Private lJemwolpllee anll the organized chl1ritr of the ditTerent religions tIenominations have

bCt:ll fouwl SUftleil'Ut for tLe lleeds iu this respect of many of the smaller fil>hing eommnnitics, Iu
tbe larger portB IJriYafe charity is vPrJ' extensively practiceQ, notwithstanding the existence of

yariouoB charitable orgullizaUou~.
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In Gloucester, subscription lists are often circulated, musical and literarJ cntertainmCI:t;,; are

given, and benefit baUs are organized by the friends of impoverished families.·

On the occasion of extensive disasters, such as oeeurred in 18&2 and 18,9, large subscril'tiom;
ba,e Leen made both in Gloucester and in other cities. The contributions through various 80urccs
for the relief of sufferers at Gloucester after the great losses of February, 1879, amounted to abol1t

$30,000.

Man~y fishermen belong to sueh orgUllization~us the Masonic fraternity, tLe Odd-Fcllowli, amI

tho Knights ofPJ'thias; and in some communities the systems of assnrancp. and mutual help thus
pro,ided arc called into much acth-ity. A large percentage of the natiYc-born fisbermen are
probabl~'Freemasons. In Gloucester there are two lodges of Freemasons, llJul in Pro'dncetO\\Ll) at

Bootbul1y, 1I1e" and at other ports on the (',oast of Maine this orgullizatiou is large aIHl influential

TIH're is no doubt tbat if tbe town records of the eurlS days were s('ureheu nHwy instances

might be found of especial provisions for imli\'idual l~ases like that ill the law ll('re quoted, which,
though not directly to the point, illustrates 1.11(' usage of the colollies ill the sevcnteenth cenlury:

"A tt the Generall COl1I't of his MatI. beld att Plymoutll, on tbe 4Jh of October, 1075.

HTbis court, being informed ()f the low cOlJdition of AptLya, tlle relict of John Knowles, of

Eastham, "hoe was lately sIayne in the coHonies sernice, towards the releiffe and support of the

said widdow and bel' childtt'n, haul' ordered to receiuc ten pounds (lut of the proffitts of the fishing
aU Cape Codd, wheTof fiue pounds to b(l pa~"ed to her this ~"eer) awl the ollle]' fine tlle rJl!xt ~'eer."t

One of the earliest instances of public aid to fishermen's famnit,s, of which record has been
fouud, was in 1771, when the provincial government of lIIassacImsetts placed in the hands of a

committee tbe sorn of £118 f()r distribution among the families It'ft destitute by the destruction of
twenty-nine nssels in a storm on tbe Grana Eanl;:.

Charitable societies hayc been organized at >ariolls times awl places. Such was the _MarinI:'

Society of Xewbllrrport, which had, in 18(1) funds to the amount of '26)000, mostl~· the contribu
tions und legacies of sea cllptnins, Among Hs bfmeficiaries at tLat time were said to be some of

the most re!'1pectable people of Newburyport, superannuated seamen) widows) and children. The

fisbing interests of this town have of late tit-cUlled to snell an extt>ut that there is no need of such
It society exC<'pt to continue its past benefactions.

Wellfleet, in its da~rs of importanee us a fishiIJg port, sUllporletl a cllaritable organizatiolJ

called "Wellfl.cetMarine Benevolent Society." In 1861 tbis society bad a resen£, fuud of $3,OOO.t
At Portland) Me., there are DO organiza"tions to llrovide for the fishermen's willows and

orphans, 'out the masters of merclJ!:mt Ye~fw18 are caretl for b;r nlt~ Marine Charita.ble Society.
The comparatively rare cases of destilnt iou among fishermeD h(>N', as ill mans other fisbing ports,

are provided for by the town poor laws.
In some of the largest fishing ports, such as Glouce!'lter, where the frequent recurrence of dis

asters is so extensive as to be practically besond the reach of individual or extemporaneous efforts

for relief, charitable societies hU;'ie be(',n organiz\'d, b1lt we cannot lea,rn that any ar-enow partiCUlarly

active outside of Gloucester.
-----------"----,.---~-----~----~---- --_._,

.. A lilERlTORJOua A-CT_-Cnpf.. Ezekiel Call, who WlI8lo8t in tlw 8ChoOller William Murr.:lY during the 8eTere gal"
of April 2, 1811, left Jl, widuw nnd five 8mall children. Soon II!ter hh' loss she WIlB pr~.sented with II honse-lot at Wn.r.
dale, and her rela,tives lind friends signiJi~d their intention of building 0. honse thereon and making her a pre8l'nt of
it. The mOIley for the Inmbcr WllB rallied by subscription, the cella.r dug and stoneil I>y willillg ]JaJlus; then foilowcd
the Mrpentry work, painting, &e., all done by \"olunteen. The 110U86 was :rea.dy fer occupancy in the 8pring of 187:1)
and tbo thanks of the widow llIId the fatherle8!l will df\IJCend BI! Il benediction upon the ht>arts ,f tho!le who aS8istc,] in
its erection mthor by money or labor.- Gape ..:fllft .Adrerfi.ur, 1873.

tPlymoutb Colony Recorda, VoL V, 1668-1678, p. 17'1'.
~ Provinootown Advocate) Ja.D. $, IB7l.-uA notice of the annual m6<'tmg in the Methodist church Jan, 17."
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The most important and most efficient of these is the Glou~ster Fishermen's and Seamen's
Widows and Orphans Aid Society. This was first organil:oo in )larch, 186~, as the Widows and

Orphans Fund Society, and since that dat.e the yearly collections have been as follows: lRG2,

$18,544; 1863, $15u; 1864, $7,500; 1865, $4.,601; 1866, '4,913;.- 1867, $3,546; 1868, $4,556; 1809,
$4,897; l8W, $4,420; 1871, $4,020j 1S'2, $4,220j 1873, $5,485; 1874, $5,1!J2; 1875, $5,120; 18W,

$4,605; 1877, $4,8;60; 1878, $3,2[)2; 1879, $18,559; 1880, $3,550; 1881, $3,900. Total receipts to
1881, $115,895. FUlld8 held by tIle socie-ty (invested) at clo:-c of season, 1881, $20,500. Total
expenditure in lJineteeu years, e05,395. •

In 18G2 the money was raised by public subscription. The terrible galea in January and
February of that Jear r('sulted in a loss to Gloucester of twenty ve:lsels and one hnndred and forty
men, leaving seventy-five willows and one bundred and sixty fatberless children needing aid. A
meeting of tbe citizens was heM ill the Town Hall and a committee appoin too to distribute circulars

stating the facts and eaIling' for Euuscriptiom!. In rcspont->e to tlJis call mOIley was received from
yarious parts of tlw ('Oll11tI'y, a generous citizeu of Salem eontrihutillg $500; in other cities and
tOWlIS npwarUf.! of $10,000 wag mii'\l:'d; and the ll('ollle of GloncestN contributed more than $5,000.
About $8,000 of the reeeipts of the society that year w('re tlisblltl',('tl for the immediate relief of
sufferers, and the lJalluJ{~c ]U'Ju Oi,1 a fund for future neeus.

The following yWll', lSG3, eflorts were malle to intluce fishcrDlcn to join the society, and cer
tificates were issued ,1t $1 each which entitled their families to receive benefit in case the one paying
for the certificate f;IIOUld be lost, Owing to the superstitiows of the fishermen this plan was not
ycry succ('sslul, oHI.y about olle hundred Ulltl fift~y of them being' hltlnced to buy the certificates.

In March, 1805, tlH" 80ciety was l't'organized under its present llame, and establisned on a perroa·
Jl('nt basis. All aU('lUpt was made at this time to induce the fil3befroeu to become life members by
the pa.Y!u('ut of $10 eadl, but tbis pluu met with no greater favor tllnD selling certHicates.

The most successful plan for raising money, and the one still in ftlrce, was first atteml)ted in

1864, By thi8 metbml an assessment of g of 1 per cellt. is lllade on the earnings of the fishermen.
This amount is det-Iueted frotn the fif;lwrm,l.ll'S share at the settling np of eacb trip, and the total

collections of the season are handed OYer to the society by tbe fishing firms at the end of each
yt'ar. AdditiOllUI amounts are receind from prinlto contributioD$. The large collections of 187f1

were ver;y largely from outSide sources, Senral other aid societies were organized in that year,
and tbeir total collections reached nearly $30,OOtl. From '5,000 to '6,000 are now annuall~" dis
bU1'8~.d. by the Wido-.;\s and Orllhaos Aid SocietY.)°a widow with three or four children receiving

.50, and smaller families abont $30. Besitles allowances of money, clothing and fuel to the
amount of $7n to $125 per family are distributed. The number of families receiving aid in ]874.

Was 120; in 1875,135; in 1876,136; in 1877,157; in 1878, 134; i111879, 208; in 1880,193-
The financial report of this societ,y for 1879 shows contribntions from abroad amounting

to $14,353.83; by legacy, $437.25; from fishing firms and. other Oloucester subacribers for 1879,

$2,705,0.; from interest, back subscriptions, and other SOtu'MS, 82,397••8; total receipts, $19,893.93.
'1'he amount paid ou t in cash allowaue.es was $5,351.53 j for fuel, $1,082.35; for clothing and shocll,

$378.41; provisions, $664.79; aid to Rockport families, 8325; paid balance due treasurer, $965.80;

expenses, $310.77; iuwsted, $9,000 ;C3sh on hand, $1,815.28 j total, $19,893.98. The number of
families assisted was 208, of which nnmber 109 were added during the year. There wero 22 pack.
ages of elothing receivetl and 860 garments distributed during the year.'

The annnal report for 1880 shows receipta--from a friend, .500 j from fisbing :ftr1n8 for 1880;
$1,771.85; from back subscriptions, interest and othersources,$4,675.96; total reooipb\ including
l~:18b on hand (.1,815.28) at beginning of year, .8,763009. The dis'bursements were-ioaUowanees
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of ca!':h, $5,623.09; in fnel, 8n,165.24; proviflion~, $213.06; dotbing Rlld shOf'f': , '258.12; amount

loaned, $500; paid for book!;, printin g, &e., $17.42 j for treul".uleT an d NIlIector ~ $2i'i0; cash on hand,
$730.16. Tile llUmber of f:unilif'S rf'ceiving" assi",tance tIuring tbe yf'ur was I!I3, and t.he number
takell off the list during UIC year was :38.

Glot1('B!>tel' haR three other charitable societies, 0111'\ of wIJ jell, til c 'l'Pllemell t A f'l'ociation for

,Yidows aIllI Orphans, was organized in 1871. Its object is "to fl1rnil"h, at moderate rate, homes
for tlu~ widows of our lost tishermen,l' It l1a,1;; erected, at a cOJ:o\t of $i,5()O, a building eontainjng

teu tenements. This is a neat structure in the western llart of the eity, OIl "The MeadOWS." It
was, unfortnnately, not built, in a sufficiently central location and ha;; not fully Elerveil the purpose
for whieh it was intended. The poor women are obliged to work for their H\'ing and this tenf'llIcnt
is too remote from tbe bas.v plll·t of the town.

The Gloucester Female CharitablfJ Association was orga,nJzed in 1834, for the purpose of assist,·
iug the poor. Its funds are derived "from annual memberKuips and donations. In 1875 it aided
120 families, most of which were those of fishermen. Tlw fhmIlcial report of this society for the
yea.r 1879 shQ\1's l'eceipt~ from contribut.iolls, $4-,182.02; fmill IMse.<;smenhl, illtert\9t, &c., t254.TNJ;

ca!o\h on hand at beginning of year, $~6.2j; total, 14,472.79. The dishursements for the same year

were as follows: For grocerieF\~$tW1.05; for dry goods, $307.53; for ElhoCR, $54l.50; for fuel, stoves,

meat, milk, &c., $499.03; inV&'lted, $2,500; caRh on halHI. $~3.(j.s; total. $4,472.79. The number
of' garm(mts distrihuted for the year was 1,145.

The Gloucester Relitlf Associl1tion was organized in 1877 for the relief of the del'ening poor
of that cit.y. It hall no a.ccnmulated fund, but depended upon \'oluntary contributions of the

belH'lVolent to meet the pressing demands constantly made npoD its cbarity. It bas no 831ar:i€d

officers. After the disastrous gale of February 20,1879, the association made an appeal to its ear
lier beneficiaries and to the charitable puhlic fur the relief of the 53 widows and 149 children thus
left dependent upon charity. The appeal was noblj" t'"f'.sponded t.o, the amount collected beiDA"
$6,846.04-. Of this amount $6,496.31 was I.listcribnted to tbe needy, 3JJd the baJanee jn th8 treas

urer's hands in Maroh, 1881, was $349.67. Besides the contributions of money, the association

received large quantities of clothing aud provi8ionO!, which were given to the families of the fisher

men. It is intended to make the association a permanent one, aa there is constant need of its

kindly B€"rvicea.

Apart from the organized charitable a!:lsociations, mnch good work if! dOlle at Gloucester

in a more private wltY. What ia known as the Cape Ann Advertiser Fund W88 contributed by

subscribers of that paper for the relief of fmfferers by the gales of February and March, 1879.
This fund amounted to $611.59 and was the Dl(llll1a of doing much good. At the same period the

, Boston Tbea.ter Company Sf'nt a generoUs donation of money to Gloucester, which wall: disbnrsed
by the mayor, assisOOd by citizens. Collections have been taken in Gloucester ohurchelil from time

to time for the relief of suffering familiea of lost fishermen, and donations are frequently received

by Gloocester minjsters from benevolent persons in other placea.
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