
THE FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

A.-NATIONAI>rf¥ AND GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS.
1. GENERAL REVIEW.

In 1880 there were 1011G84 professional fishermen in the United StMes. In adlhtion to the

professional fishermen there is a large class of men who lIU"C been called " semi· professional ftsbcr·
llil'U/' inclUding the men who deriT"e from the fisheries less tha.n half of their entire income.

In the class of sboresmen may be placed (I) the curers and rackers of fish; (2) the vessel
owners and fitters wbo furnish 8upplies and apparatus for the uge of the acti,e fj>;lwI men; (3) the

shopkeepers from whom th('y purchase provisions and clothing; (4) the skilled ]ahorcr~ who manu·

factnre for them articles of f1ppareI and slu·lter; (5) tbe manufacturers of boxes, barrels, refrigera­
tors, amI othpr appliances 118ml ill packiug and preser.iIlg the catch i (6) the .esseI amI boat bnihl·
ers and artiSfLIlS who keep the fleet in repair; and (7) the fish dealer!; and market men. Tal;. ing
iuto account all those p~~rSOllS wIw are direetI.y employed ill the fisheries for a greater or le~s }Jort iOTl

of the year, those who Urc lIependent upon the fiabenucn in a commercial "ay for Sl~l'Jlort, antI ihe

members of their families who dqJend on their labors, it cannot be extravagant to f'stimate tlJc
total nnmber of persons deIlcndent upon the fisheries of tbi!'! country at from 800,000 to 1,OO{l,000.

Tho total TalaI' of the fis)lerie·s of the United States to the producers ill 1880 was $14/~(jt05,.I,

and It fuir cstiml\te of the wholl"/:;ale market ,alue of the prodncts wouhl inure-as\' the llffionnt W

nearl~' $90,000,000.

Of the tWf':uty-nine States amI Territories whose citizens are engaged in tlH' fi~bm''y imlustr;r,
Ilixteen haye more than a thousand professional fishermen each. The most importuut of tllesc
is llIatlsllchusetts, witll 17,105 rueD; second stands Maine, with 8,110; utlIess l imleetl, the 16,000
oystermen of Virginia anti tbe 15,000 of Mar:\,land nrc allowed to swell the total~ for thol'e States.

Maint", howel"er, stands second so far as the <x:ean fisheries proper are eoncenwtl.
In geographical areas the Southern Atlantic States rank first in the number of fishrrmelJ, with

38,774 men; followed by the New England States; with 2!\838; the Middle States, exclnsi.e of
tbe Great Lakes, with 12,584; the Pacific States and Tl'I't'itoI'iN/', 11 ,613; the GJ'{'at I,akes; 4,493;

and the Gulf States, 4,382.
The number of 'professional fishermen in each State and Territory is all fulloWEl:
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The majority of our fishermen are natiYe·lJOfU citizens of the United States, although in certaili

localitil'.'s there are extCllsi,e communities of foreigners, clinging to the traditions of their father·
lands, and conspicuous in the regions where they dwell by reason of their peculiar custom!' and
plJysiognomies. !tfost numerous of these are the nati,es of the British Prodnces, of whom tlll:we

are at least 4,000 employed in the fisheries of l\ew England, Gloucester reporting 1,600, Pro\'hICe­
town 800, New Bedford 800, aDd smaller numbers in other minor ports of this region.

There are probably Dot less than 2,000 Portuguese, chiefly natives of the Azorel'i and the Cape

de Verde Islandll. In the New Bedford whaling fleet tlJere are about 800 of these men; at Prov·
incetown 400, many of them on the whalinA' vessels; in Gloucester 250, and on the e038t of Cali·
fornia,200. MOAt of the Portuguese have brought their families with them and have built up

extensive communities in the towns whence they sail upon their fishing voyages.

There are also about 1,000 Scandinavians,1,000 or more ofIri8h and English birth, a cOllliiderable
II umber of French, Italian, Anstriau8, MinorcanR, Sclavs, Greeks, Spaniards, and Germans. In the
whalinA' fleet may be found Lascars, Malays, aod a larger number of Kanakas, or natins of the
various South Sea Islands. In the whale fishery of Southern New Engla.nd a considerable number

of men of partial Indian dC5cent may be found, and in the fisheries of the Great Lakes, especially
those of Lake Superior and the vicinity of Mackillaw, Indians aud Indian half-breeds are employed.

The salmon and other fisheries of Puget Sound are prosecuted chiefl;y by the aid of Indian
fishermen. In Alaska, where the population depends almost entird,Y upon the fisheries for sup­
port, the lJead of every fa.mil~· is a professional fisherman. Though upon a very low estimate one­

fourtli of the inhabitants of Alaska should be considered as fishermen, few of them catch fish for

the use of others than their own immediat.e dependents.
OlliS olle Chinaman has as yet cUi'ollerl himself among the fishermen of the Atlantic coast,

hut in California and Oregon tht'rc are about 4,000 of these men, all of whom, excepting about 300,

are employt'd as factory llaIllls in tIle salmon canneries of the Sacramento and Columbia basins.

TIle 300 who ha,e the right to be c1uflscd among- the actnal fishermen live, for the most part, in

Catilornill, and the vrodnct of their inuustry is, to It very great extent, exported to Uhina, although
tht·~· I'lupply the local demands of their countIJ'men resident on tlJo Pacific coast.

TI.H.· Ilegro element ill the fisbing population is some'what extensive. We lJave no means of
R.' certaining bow many of this 1ace are included among the native·born Americans retumed by the
cetl'!lUS reIHlrters. The shad fh\heries of the Sontb are prosecuted clJiefly by the use of negro mnscle,

Rlld probl1uly not less than 4,OUO or 5,000 of the!:\e men are eroployed during the shad awl herring
fIt'alion in setting and hauling the seines. The only IOClllity where IlCgroes participate to a largo
extent in the slwre fil.'lheries is Key West, Fla., where the nath'es of the Bahamas, both negro and
white, are considered among tlJo) most akillful of t.he BpOnge alld market fishermen. Negroes are

mfr.-J.r 1ouud, however, upon the sea·going fishing vessels of the North. There ill not a single negro

among the 5,000 fisbermen of Glouce5t;(~r, Mass., and their absence from the fisJling vessels of

otber ~ew England ports is none the les8 noteworthy. There is, however, a considerable sprink­
ling of negroes among tlJe crews of the whaling vessels of Provincetown and New Bedford. New
Bedford alone reports over two hnndred negroes: these men are, for the most part, uath'cs of

Jamaica, St. Croix, and other of the West India· islands, and also of the Cape de Verde Islands,

where American whaling vessels engaging in the Atlantic fishery are accustomed to make lwrbor

for recruiting and enrolling tbeir crews.
.AB a counterpart to the solitary Ohinaman engaged in the Atlantic fisheries, we hear of a

solitary negro on the Pacific coast, a. lone fisherman, who sits on the wharf at NeW' Tacoma,

Washington Territory, and fishes to sllpply the local market.
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The number of foreigu fisllermGIl ill till' 1.; llit('d St.l tN" (·xclllding the .'),000 negroes and the
il,600 Indians and Eskimos, who are cOll~iucred to he ml1iv~~-botIl CitizCllS, probably does not
exceed 10 to 12 per Gent. of the totalllumber.

As is shown by the fl,!.,'1lres ginm above, cousiderauly more thun one-half' Qf thc fishing popu·
Illtion of the United States, E~xeludillg the Oystt>rilll'U of Vir~'inia aud :!Il:lI'ylallll, belongs to the

Atlalltic coast Dort h of tlHl Oapes of Delawarc. Of this num her, at lea sf. IlJUr- fi f\!J s, or 40,(Kl(), ar{',

of English descent. They are by far tbe most interesting of our fishel m('ll, sinCE' to tLeir numbers

belollg tbe 20,000 or more men who may properl.}' be desig nated the I; sailOl' til'hermen" of tIle
United Sbltl~S, the crews of the trim and beautiful ves~els of the spa-going fi"lling-fiect, w1Ii{\b
SllOUld be the chief pride of the American marine, and which is of such importanec to onr country
as a training school for OllU'iners, and a.s a medium through which one of the most ,aluable tOoo.
resources of the continent is made available.

The fishing population of Maine, Masllachusetts, and Connecticut is composed, for the most
part, especially in the country districts, of native·bom Americans. In the large fishing portfl
there is, bowcnr, an clttensiyc admixture of foreigners, among whom the natiw!'; of the British
PrOVinces, chiefly Nova Scotians and Newfoundlanders, are largel)' in tbfl majority. The BmTcrly

bankers are manned to a large extent by Nova Scotians, who arc ehipped at the beginning of the
summer by the vessels Which proceed for that purpose to tbe seaport towns of that Pro,inec. Th£".

PI.YJtlouth fleet, before 18Gl, was manned almost wholly by Americans, then for SODle ;yrars chiefly
by X ova Scotians, lIOW al most enti rel~- b~' Americans. Part of the crews and several of tJl(' ea ptain s
of the Bucksport fishing ,'essels are Provincials, and there is a limited number of these meII, prin­

cipally from New BrunSWick, engaged in the shore and vessel fisheries of RaMport. III additioll
to thde, there are mallY rro>incial fiehermen at different points along the COrlst of Maine.

Gloucester has 140 men of British birth, a large proportion of whom am Irish, whilp tlle BORton

market fleet is manned principally by lliahmen.
Gloucester has uearly 400 Scandinavians amoll!5 its fishermen and about 70 Frenchmen. The

New Bedford whaling fleet, with its motley gathering of sailors from every port of the world, has

individuals of nearly every race. In 1880 the crews of this fleet were compof;ll:d as follows: 000
Americans; 800 Portuguese; 2!ID English and Irisb; 200 British-Pro,incinls; 200 Germans i 200

South Sea Islanders or KUllaka.s j 200 Negroes j 50 French, and 50 Swedes.
In general traits of cbaracter fit;hermeli cannot be distingnished from the .population on sllore.

In some special branches of the fisheries, as the boat fisheries of :Maine, the men 1h·c a compara­

tively Eloolnded life, and acquire, after mllny rears, a hearing' and physiognomy peculiar to them·

selves.
The enterprise of New England fisuermen is well known. TIley are not consermtive, bat

eager to adopt inventions and discoveries that may promise to benefit them iu their 'Work. This
trait is manifest in the readiness with which th£"y hayc auopted -tIle purse·seines ill Ill:We of the

nook an.d liue in the capture of mackerel; and, again, ill their readiness to experiment with and
then to adopt gill·nets in the 8110re fisheries for the (lRpture of cod.

'rheyare aha,rdy and daring race of men, particularly in New England. Their powers of

endurance fmd tkeir skill are noteworthy. The highest type of seamanship is attained among

American fishermen. The whalemen of Nantncket and New Bedford have pursued their prey in

all oceans, and have add~d greatly to the geographical 'knowledge of the world.
In general education the iuhabitants of the fishing towns of New England are among the m06t
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intelligent. The Plymouth coloui$ts, soou after their rurh>al, set apa,rt by law a portion of the
revenue arising from the sale of fishing licenses for the support of pUblic schools.

The school.s of New England fishing town 8 are attended by th e boys until they are old enough
to go to SM., anll by the girls until t.hey urc of a marriageable age. It is quite usnal for boys to
enga~e ill fislling in summer and go to school in the winter; some do tbis uutil they have arri\"ed
at the age of manhood. The girls are generally better educated than the boys, and the intelli­

gence and refinement of the women of the fiBbing towns seem to a stranger quite lloteworthy.
TIle excellent education of wives and mothers of the fishermen cannot be WitllOut important eft'ect8
upon the intelligence of the class.

The people of most (If the fisbjng villages, froUl the Bay of Fundy to New York, are generall~'

as intelligent and refim>,d as in the average agricultural aod mannfacturing communities of the

adjoiuiIlg ill tflriOI'.
The fishermen of tue Soutuern States are not remarkable fur their intelligence j in fact, the

thousands of oyster {lredg<"rs of the Chesapeake Bay are bj' reputation a degraded class. Their
very lawll'ssness is supposed to recommend them to the senice. The oyster,tDIIgers in the same
n,gion are of a higher class, yet ilJ(lolent and improvident. B;r law of the State of Maryland the

revenue from the sale of oyster-tonging licenses, amounting annually to about $20,000, is given to
the public school commissioners, who apply it to the support of schools-, license-money from colored
o~-!Itermell being for tile support of colored schools, and from white oystermen for white schools.

TRAITS AND CUSTOMS OF .NEW E:iG-LAND FISBERM:EN.-Tbc system of discipline upon a New

England .fi8hiug schooner is such tbat it requires extraordinary tact aUlI judgment on the part of

the commanding officer. The captain or skipper is the sole officer, and, except wben be has some
order to give in relation to sailing tll(\ n'lssel or catching fisb, be has no special authority o't'er the
crew, and the respect with whicll he is treated by the men is only that which his personal char­
acter obtains for him. This system of officering the -.es~els is attended by many serious disad­
,'antages, and it woulu be a great benefit to our fisheries if the crews eould be organized more ill

accordance with tbe usage of the merchant marine.

The peculiar dialect of the fishermen atfords Oppol'tunit:y for studies of great interest. or
course. their language is not free from a considerable nIDount of slung and technical phrases pecu­

liar to their profession. Manr of their words were bronght to tbis country by their ancestors two
huudrNI years ago, and, although at that time common tbronglJOlIt England, have now become
obsolete or are regarded as pro\·incialisms. On many parts of the coast a 'Very pure idiomatic
Engli<,L is spoken. The peculiar words \vlJieh one conBtantly hears add force and interest to their
con....ersat,ions.

AltllOugb thc sailor fishermen of New England.are not as a class religious, in most of the tlmaller
titlhiug towns a high tone of morality prevails. Profane language is almost uIliversaUy prevalent,

but in otber respects moralists·would ill general find little to criticise. In very many places the
8kipper of a vessel loses caste if it is known that be allows his crew to flBh OIl Sunday, and for
two consecutive years the Menbaden Oil aDd Guano Association have passed resolutions forbidding
their employes to fish upon tlte Sl\bbath. In the early part of the present oentury a barrel of ram
was an indispell sable article in tlte outfit of a fishiug vessel; at present it is extremely mrefor
ardent spirits of any kind to be found on board of the vessels, and popular sentiment is greatly
against its nse. J\.f08t of the fishing ports along the oon~t have prohibitory laws, which are rigidly

enforced.
Bearing in mind tbe ditliculties wet by fio!lherWflll in obtaiuing supplies of reading matter, the

quantity and quality of tbeir literature if! somewbat remarkable. Hundreds of copies of &ncb
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paperll a8 the Kew York \Yeekly, Saturday Night, Fireside Uornpauion,l\ew York Ledger, Harper'll
Weekly, aud Frank Leslie's Illn strated Newspaper are bought weekly by the fishermen of Glouces­

ter. On their vessell:! a number of volumes Dlas always be found j Dicken~, Shakespeare, Byron,
and Abbott'!. Life of Kapole-on being among the most popular work>l.

'Ihe fooo of the New England fishermen is usually of an excellellt qua1it~·, amI to this improve
meot during the paRt quarter of a century Ulay be attributed tLe iucrease in the longe\-ity and
period of active service among tbese me» j this j!3 so notewortby :016 to attract the attention of all

observers. 'the cook is uften better paid than the captain, am] ii" in fact, the most important
member of the crew,

Di~ease-s are comparativel:r rare, the most prevalent being d,yspepsia and rhcumatism. In the
largt<r ports, where tuere is much competition, cases of nervous exhaustion are lIS no means infre­

quent. among tbe skippers and the most ambitions fishermen. Vessels carry a plentiful supply of

medicines, allil some of the skippers are- quite expert in the application of ~Ttain simple remedies.
Ports which, like Gloucester, engage in the willter fisheries, haye tlH~ir fishing population

decimated enry year or two by severe disasters, but the fishermen do not feel un~' hesitation in
going to sea, neYer admitting that the disasters whic11 have befallen their commdc-s can aflect

themselves.
To descriUI1 the routine of life 011 bmlrd of 3. fishing ,essel would be interesting, since it i:-;

vt:'Q' unlike tlJat of other men, even mariners of other classes. Three months or more spent on a
Ye8~1 ulICbOl'el1 ill itl,j solitar.y berth on tbe banks, hundreds of miles from the land, i8 an experi­

ence wbid} nHcessarilj' develops many peculiar habits among those who foVuw such :t life. From

daybreak until dark they pIS their lines from the deck or from littll;\ boats, a,nd half of the night

is often devoted to preserving the fish wbich have been caught durihg the day. Storms are con·
staDtly occurring, and the dangers to which these WeD are expo,sed are numerous and 8evere,

A system of mntual insurance, or rather provision fOI'the welfare of their fumilil's, is practiced
by the fishermen of Gloucester lly which a certain percentage of each man's earning/:; i~ set a8id~,

to !.xl applied for the lwnefit, of tbe wives and cbildren of those who have been lost, at sea. The

financial profits of the fishermen are extremely uncertain. A common fisherman JIlay make IU,noo
a year or may find himself at the end of twelve months deeply in debt for the ~Il[lplil''' wllich banl

been advanced to hi~ family by tbe shopkeellers during his absence. In 1::l59 tlle average yir-Id to

the fishermen of Marblehead was $50 each, and in other years the profits ha'>c heell evcn less. In

some rare instances Gloucester skillpers, who weTe owners of vessl:'ls, have made $10,000 to $1:),000

a year.•
One of tho most interesting topics developed b)' tbe stUdy of fi:;hermeu is tllut of their super­

stitions. The most common ofthese is that relating to "Jonahs." Certain articles of apparel, such
as a black tl'llveling.bag or a pair of blue mittens or stockings are thought to be "ute to bring ill

luck.. Some f1.!tberlllcn think it "Il- Jor-ah" to lel1ye a bucket half fuli of water ou deck, to driw a

nail on Sunday, to keep tbe <1~ck cle-an, or to break a looking.glass. Superstitious nsages are wQ'

little prevalent; the practice of wearing ear,rings, SQ commOn 'among othl"r mariners and bt'lie\Tcd

to be beneftcial to tile sight, is rarely met with.
Uertain curious customs might be referred to, but these are Mualls carried ont in a joking

manner. The fisherman wl10 nails a horSeiihoe on the end of his bowsprit bas usually 110 more
faith in its supernatural power than tbe yonnA' ladr who hangs it 0'"('1' the door of her parlor.
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2. THE SHORE FISHERMEN OF MAINE.

GEXEHAL CllAll.1CTEl:lf>TICS.-TLc mell "ho arc cllgag0u ill the tihore fh;lwl'i{'~ of l'..raiw:

nre almost wlwllj' of A llH'rieall lJil'th. l'hv. IIwjority of them have bl'{'!l brought up hom their boy­

lwol1 to a life Oil the ·wateI'. Eecauf;c of the dl'cliuu of the coastiug busillr.~s in which t heir f~.ltIH'rHl

to 1). great eX(t'llt, werc cmpJoyeil l,('fore tllelll, many of th('rn have engag'PII ill tbis particnli1J'

branch of the J1,,;IH'ries as t he olll~" oPJlnrtlluit,r left t hem of milking' a living frolll the prodncts of

ihe sea.
HARIHllOOll,-,TudgiIJg- fl'OlLl the cxpol'nn.; to whieh tLt'.~e J],.,Ill'rmt'll (lrr~ frcqucntly ;;llbjeetetl,

and the abseJH:c of ill efi{'ds llPOIJ tlJ('ir Ilealtli by reason of ..nch t'XpOt;lll'eS, it may sa rely be t;uid

that they are a har,ly dass of llJell; pC'rlwp:;; l!Ot as uarillg" ~uul YigorOllf', IJowl'wr, as an; the mel!

l'Ilg-aged ill (1C'rp ,,(',1 fislling m~d wlw are oft ell (l bSl'nt. from shol'e for weeks and mouth;,; togtlther.

The l'hore fisl!I'l'Jll('u nre frequ€J1tly compell"ll to 1;!wml tllC night in th('jr litik 0ill'll Loats waiting'

for tlll; turn of tlw title or for a Hl\'orah](; wind.

St:lnnSSIO.\ TO DIFFICULTlltS.-'l'lJcseiiBhrrl!lt'li an' dlrOllic grlllublcr:;;,:lllliliot a]tngptIJeJ' ,vith­

ont l'e<HHliJ. TiI<' ternhle fS(:al'cit,Y of bait, partielllarJy IllJIlOj·ing whl'l1 good tishing is l'l'llortl'l1 b,\

the mon' fort ll11atl'-eOIlJ hillell with the miserahle prices tLey sometimes olltaill fill' their fish, i::; not

ealculat('d to ma];t'. a mall juhilant or mouse dormant energies, if sucll exist. Each is largE"ly Ill'·
pCllllcnt llllDll lii" ,; hllj'el'," wlw, accordiug to Ole state of the market, or for other reasonl'l, lllflJ'

llilTet the tldlC'rwl'u eithN to go fi;;;hillg lwxt mOl'uing or stay at IlOmt'. 1f he g(we contrary to the

alh'iee of hi" llatrOIl lle has a Hl'Y poor <:!JHllce of l'ecI,jdng from him alloY 8um for hill fhill wllidl

will COmrH.'I1sate t lie 10.';R of (imc anu labor. ':rhe wish to acel1nJula te mellnR is therefore absent by

reaS01l of i ts iIllJl().~sibility, auu the time uevoteu to fishing is ouly so much as will provide hirus{'] f

aull faUlilJ' witli-surnctlliug- to eat and wear. Some of these fi':shel'illCn, however, are C'Jlterpril:;ing

nud ilulnstl'louH, alld profi ting' IlJ" the inaeti \-ity of tlleir fdlows they acquire a fair competellce.

It can hardly he :;;idtl th,lt tLe "chrollic grumbler" is lazy, for when se~l'cldng for bait or tra·y­

eling to or from the gmllillh' Ill' will row a large boat several miles and thillk nothing of it. This

apparent coutmuietioll ill IIi:;; Ilature is due to his illahilit.r to change the exist,ing state of £lffairfl

or to earn a liy{'1ilJ()OIl ill allY Dtltl'r way: thns IJardsllil' £lUll privations fire calmly fmhmittpd to

as a wntt"l' of COUl'.'1{!.

J.JACIr or JexTElU'lnsK-)loncy seems to hilve out swaB powers of attraction when otfen'l.l

to these fishprlJlP!l I'HI' ,,"or];: not connected with fishing. A lllembel' of onr staff, who visJted thp

CWlst in 18S0, fOlllHI comlidemble tremble in sccuring Uw serdces of some oU(J who was willing to

row him from place to place, and thcrchy earn good wages, tbout::'h many of them were doillg'

nothing'. A largo,'r l'dlll'll than COIllIll(l{l from sdlillg' fish i1; usually spent as fane;rma;\" first dictate

or serns aR a reuson for Ill'ferring, as long as ])08sihle, the llCxt fishing expedition.
)fAUmAGE AJ>D JIOJom LIPE.-)Iost of these well marr;y at an early age, generally fmlll eighteen

tD twenty ;\'ears: llIe~: tlms become respolI::;ibie for the sllpport of a· familJ" :llmost b('/Qre arrh'ing

at mllulloou.
Tile ltOllSPS OCCUpil'd by the families of these Maine shore-fishermen fife usuallJT old-fashiOtwd

WOOdl'll huilding:;, one and II hal f stories high; ill some cases neat amI home-like ill a.ppearalwr,

hut more gt'nerally lackillg in tMlc and orLIer. .Most of these ilOLUIt;S llnl ~llrf(lUnllel1hy a .. pMeh ..

of gT011lul from three quarters of an acre to three or fonr acres in area, which, if properlJ' attended

to on tbe tla~'s unpropitioul:l for fishing', might prD'('ide largely towanl the support of the family, tnt.

ll('gligC:JCll ehar'leterizes the appearance of many amI weeds :fiOllri"h undisturbed. The families

snbsist, for the most part, npon tile products of tbe sca-ft/ilh, lobsters, and clams-and upon the

vegetables from thf'ir gardens.
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When at home the fisherman of tbis class pa8ses most of bis time ill lounging about with Lis
companions, relating personal ad\'(~nture8 and talkingsllperficiall;y oyer the outlook. Xot possess·

ing a "busiuess head~" he docs not carry these speculations furtber Illan to "llOpe for better luck."
The same time spent, in hunting for bait, scarce as it is, migbt bdtcr serve 10 realize his bOlles.
He mlly, detpite his failings, be considered as bonest, g/)ou'!leartcd; find cmdTHted willl llh lot,
or perhaps We may better express it, resigned to fate.

EDUCATIO:S.-Education i!! not in all advanced state. There arc school,,,; in alnlOi;t all of t111~

fishing towns; where winter and summer sessions are heM, attemled by the youug of hutb fie-xes.
The boy!:! are taken away permanently from school as flOOD as they are considered useful, leadn~ tbe
infereilce a filiI' one that the girls lire better educated when they l(>ayc school tlnlIJ the boys. 1'1]('

means of supplying food for tlle boys' minds being 80 limited it is not f':tl'ange t!J[lt their head" are

undi.sturbed by constant planning of great schemes haYing for their eud the accumulation of wealth.

FINANCIAL CO:'IDITION.-The fishertneu of the llfCscllt time ha..-e lost the priyikge of obt,ain·
in~ on credit articles of fou(l, &c., from the storekeepcl'll, who, on account of the tendency on the
part of the former to avoid tbe payment of their bills, hu\-e in tbe past lost hf':l\"ily. ,Formerly tlJe

fishermen were good customers, lJU.ying extensivel.y and making exertions to fuUiIl tlwir obligatiolls.

A fair lWerage return per anllum to the fisherman, since 1875, when bait began to 1)(' scarce and
the price of ihllI to diminish, iii estimated :.l,t $175; in 1879, howcwr, the majority dill not realize
$100 apiece.

FIsHmUIEK AT GEORGETOW:N.-Tbe shore-fisberulf>n of the Keullebee "idl~ nf G-eorgetowll

aro mostly engaged in pounu fishhJg, but a few are interested in boat fishilJg for cod, haddad"

hakf', and pollock. They are almost wholly dependent fOr their support upon the IllOl1e)' obtained

by the sale of their fisb. In summer, howe"er, a few weeks are Rpent ill pic1dllg amI shipping
berries, 'and in digging eIam~ or cutting ice in winter. They do not (',n~age iJJ lIny one partieu­

lar kind of fishing, but turn their attention to that whieh they believe tu lIe the most profital:tle
at the time. SQme of these meJl always return at nigllt; others, kllown as "campcrf</' start in tlw

spring with a small sto,e, hlanl.etf\, and some cooking utensils, staying away until some neeessil~'

comp('Js them tt) leave for home. The returns earned in this way mwd to {'qual 11m aYera~w,

returns of the deep·sea fi~hermen, but for the pa!'it tllTf'(' or fonr :Yf'ar~ tIll' en"f' 11M. becn Yt'ry

differclit.

BOAT.FISIIERMEN OF PORTLA.ND.-Thl:' boat-fishermell of l'ortlantlli\"e, [(,r tbe most Iltlrt, Oil

tile island!'. in the vicinits of the city and at ea pe ElizaDet Il, DO! h for economy awI for COIl nmimcc

in getting to and from tile fishing grounds. This class represeuts the better element, being lI.~ry

largely composed of married ill{'TI, who prefer to undergo lone~omc hardship in tllcir little boatl:'
remaining near home to being separateu from those dear to them in larg-e Hssels for a long time.

It is estilltuted that the married boat-fishermen of Portland number one hlJndrrd and ten, and that

they posses!'! an l\"\"eroge of about thrM children cacho

8. THE VESSEL-FISBERMU OF JIIAINE.

GENERAL CHARACTEltISl'lGs.-The fishing vessels of Maine are largelJ'manned b;y men of
Americllll birth, most of them llutiycs of this State, who have followed the fisherif'S from their yonl h.

Their habits of liftl are in many respects the same as those of the "hore·fishermen. They baYe, as a

class, all t.he enterprise and daring of the fishermen at the larger ports in MaS83ehu sel ts. Tltt·y are~

however, more conservative and CQntellted, and do not care to risk the great daugers aUending the
winter ftllhetics on t.he Banks, preferring rather to follow the fisheries during tbe summer months,

ap.d to remain idle or engage in other pursuits during the winter. Many of them, howe,er, follow

the shore fisheries in winter Ilnd the vessel fisheries in summer.
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Tbe r(:aSOll whS Hw JlIaine fisbermen do not engage in thi:l ofi'shore wintel' fu>llbti~ can prob­
ably be found in tlJe faet that they ha,e not the ss-stem of mutual insurance which prevails in
Gloucester. The prohability of ,essels being lost on winter trips is so great that few individnals
or firms care to in<:ur tIJe risk without insurance; and the cost of insuring in stock companies is
too Iligh to leaw all;\, profits. It is~ therefore, seemil:Jgl,r a question of tbe profitable employmNlt
of capital, and 110t a lack of courage or €nterprise in the fishermen, iliat hus commonly prevented
thc winter fisheries from beiug esten:sivel,r prosecured from Maine.

In l',ub8tantlRti<ln of this statem(lut, it can be said that a large percentage of the most daring
and efficient lil"hPTlllClJ f'ailiug from Gloucestcr are natives of !Iaine. In lhe sbafll competition
wh:ch exists alllollg tl1e fishermen of this port, those from Maine hold a prominent plooe and are

second to }lone ill blW,PfY, hardll1O\)1,l, an(l seamanship-qnalitic$ which are pte-eminently required
in the winter fisheries.

The following notes, communicated to :rtIr. Earll by a close obsernr, for mallY ;years living in
one of the Ilrincipal fishing ports of "Maine, inuicate the- hllbits and trait5 of those ftsberiMn at.
some of thc fishing ports of this State:

"E..utLY TRAINIl'lG.-A mun about to ship in it vessel will make arrangemcnt.s to take bis boy

with him. The boy i!:l taken out at the age of ten to twelve years. At first he may be kept aboard
tbe vessel cutting sounds and fishing oyer the rail, or be may be allowed to accompany his father
in hi!', dory; amI Emu he. adds to the father's. catch. He returns in the fall and again enters scbool
for the willter tl'rm, but is. taken OLIt again early ill spring to go orr another trip. By the time hI'
i.'j fifteen, or sistern at most, he has a dory of Lis Own aud forms onc of the crew, catchiIlg hill
share of the tri\}o \'lith hi.'j boyi8h desire to be a man he readily takes (0 any vice oommou to
others of the crew, and is. soon led to he as rongh !lS any of his companions. Bis chillf aim
now is to be a fisherman and to be with the fisbermen, and he returns in the fall feeling that
he is too olu for ",elwo1, ami if he enters it is h'tTge\y tha.t he IDa,y bs,\,e a good time. He now wishe,:,
to stndS only gcogrnpb.r antI arithmetic, tbinks reading and spelling beneath bim, while, to use bis
own langullge, 'grammar will do well enough for the biled-shirt fellers and the girle, but as for him

he has no time for such tra~b.' Tlw onl,Y way now to reacb him ia by a general black-board exer­
cise and course of oral iustruction in those branches against which be is prejudiced. This is be­
ing introduced with f.womble results, but the average fisber-boy takes so little interest in schools
after he bas been away for two or three SlImmers that he will improve but little. The fisbennan's
da.ughter fll:rcs better, for tlwre is little to keep her bul'y outside of school, aud she, if once inter
ested in tbe work, bas the cbance of gratif~'iDtr her desil'~s beyond that of !loy other clalls. As
a result we find lier ofti'n a ,ery bright and intellectual young girl where the school privileges
will allow and where ~hc h~ not kellt back h:l-' the liome infiuenc.-es.

l/ MARRIED LIFE.-1Vben the fi::;hcrman marries he soon has a large famil,y, var,Yiifi.with the
locality, the inferior comnuudties anraging more than the more intellectual and well'1&-doones,
1)1 one section of twent,y families, taken in order as they chanced to live, tbe average 'Was exaotly ri,

the extremes being 11 atld O. The hard times seem to have no influence upon eitber tbe marry,~ge

or birth rate, for in 181'8, the culmination of a series of adverse years, there were more marriages
than for an;y ,ycar since 1814 by considerable, ana tIle birth rate was unusually large."

.. HERftl"OS A]l:tJ 1>lI\Ul"llA('.Y,;l\.-" The connootioll between. b.~n:il.lgl\ !IoUU mllornagell may not 00 ob'fio'll!. tl.l aU, bat
tho Bcotl'h regi~tel'll tMke it c,lcar roough. 10 thll returns for the t,hiJ"d qllltrterof tlnl prerront year (18H) thll regilltnl;r
of FrMerburgb Irt~tell that the berrlng llllhery 'l';ll.1I very I5Ucet>.hf\.ll, lind the vMll6 Qf th'5 eateh. \llcluding (Ifl,11kB snd
curing, may be lIOt down at £t30,000 sterling, "nd the marriage\l were SO per cent. above tho average, One regbrtrar,
ill hhl return for tbe qUlloTt~r, Npo-rt.. ~~eI!o iu hi@; \liatrlct ' like IUrl.' .,-i.it&, f'5w lIDd fo.-r btt1l"Qqn.' A.t the fish·
wg villorm it may be put more briefly-no herrin;:. no __edding,"
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II LITERAnY TASTES; ASSOClATlOKS.-The fisherman reads but little, ill fact almost !lotb­

ing in tbe way of books, amI connnes himself almost wholly to story papers, thong-It no one paper
seems to ha'7c a pref\.'reuce.

,( The /!lC<'~rnan, b€ be f1.sbcrmun or not I lUl..,,} from long and COllstallt i1,~SodatioH wi~ 11 }Jjs fellows,
h'Town to be It man w IIo is llisconten ted in solitude. He has been so lun go alld eOIl.\>ta II t1,Y in the eOlll­

J)auy of oth"rs that be cannot endure beiIlg alone .. and jm,t here we find a partial cX]llallation of
]lifl discontent with the ordinary shore life. \"heu at home in willter he is llot I:\atisfied to remain

hy llimself; he must ba\'c othe,r meu aroullll him, aud we sec him congTl'gating with others at,

;m old wharf wh«re they Illay while away the time ill jestillg tog~thcr and in eOlJ\'erf;~ttioJl about,
things pertaining to their vocation. If one is going to the .illage half a IJIl1e away he will wait

au hour for the sake of having !lome one to walk down with, and, Mn,ersiIlg' only on subjects con­

nected with his work, he gradually comes to enjoy himself lmly in the sOl:iely of fishermen. Who

lJas Dot o\'(:l'Leard a conversation between two old salts and o1>sel'yetl how ml,;i1,r iI d rifuu.l into

things connected witb the sea and how persistently it clung there'
"HOME LIFE.-The man beiug away so much his wife learus to act as his agent, anti generally

being the more capable of the two she controls matters at bome, and he COmes often ill tllt' capacity

of a boarder. ITer word is considered better tbtn his, aIld she is not infrequcutly the ltmuer. HI'

Jleglects work about the house at the proper time nud Cllts his wood in the snow, &e. Dnriug tlle

hard times be haE! mortgaged his bouse, and often two fawiJief', live togetlll'r wilL litth' or Tlothillg

attractive about them.n

4. THE FISHERMEN OF THE ISLES OF SHOALS.

THE ISLES OF SHOALS FISHERMEN IN 1873.-Concernillg the fishermen of tilt'S!.' ishlllds oil'
the coast of :New Hampshire, Celia Thaxter, in 1873, wrote:

it They lead a life of the greatest hardship and exposure, during the wiutt-'r c';lwcially, settiug'
their trawls 15 or 20 miles to the eastward of the islands, drawing them lJext da;\- if the sturmy
winds and wa,,'es will permit, and taking the fish to Port~mouth to sell. It is dt-'spcmtdy hard
work, traWling at this Beason, with the bitter wind blowing in their teeth and the tlsing spray
iree:T.ing upon en>rything it touches-boats, masts, sa.ils, decks, clothes completel,\-' cased in ice, <trul
fish frozen solid all soon as taken from the water. The inborn politeness of these tislJermell tn

stranger women is somethilJg delightflll to witness. I rememher once lamlillg ill 1'0rtl;[JIonth and

being obliged to cross three or four i'!CllOOneT/!o just in (with tbeir freight of frozen fish Jsing opell­

mOlltbed in a solid mass on deck) to reach the wharf. :No courtly gentlemen could have Ilispla.yed

more beautiful behavior than did tbese rough fellows, all pressing forward with real grace-because
the feeling wbich prompted them was a true and lofty fet·lin/.:-tb help me OWl' the tangle of nlpes

aud sails and anchors to a safe footing on ghore.
'''I

"Very few a.ccidents happen, however: the islanders are a cautions people, Years ago, when
the white wls of their little df;et ofwhale-boats used to tlutter out of the sheltered bight and stand
out to the fishing grounds in the bay, how many eyes followed them in the early light and watched
tbem'ill the dist.1noo through the day, tm, toward sUDset, tlH''y 1il1'read their wings to fiX bac~ with
the evening wind! How patbetic the gathering of women on the headland8 WbCll out of the sky
swept the squall that sent the small boats staggering before it and blinded Ole e....es, alread,y

drowned in teltrs, with sudden rain that hid aky and sea a.nd boats from their eager gaze! • What
wringing of handij, what deijpBiring cries, which tbe wild wind bore away while it caught and flut·
tered the homely dra.peries and unfas-ooned tbe locks of maid and mother to uluw them llbO(l t their
Pille faces and anxious eyes! :Now no longer the little fleet goes fortb, for the greahlr part of the



14 FISHERMEN OF TIlE UNITED STATES.

islanders ha,e stout sohooners, and go trawling witb profit, if not with pleasure. A few solitaries

fish in smalll1ories~ and euru a slender livelihood thereby.

H )Iost of the men ltre more or less round·shouldered, and seldom row upright, with head erect
aud shoulllcl'S tIJrown back. 'I'hey stoop so much o,er the fisb·tablcs--cleaning, splitting, salting,

packing-that tlwy aeqnire a permanent habit of stooping."·

5. THE INDIAN PISHERMEN OF NEW E:NGL.A:ND.

TnE INDIAJliS 01' T'A,SSJ..JlIAQUODDY DAY.-The Passamaquoudy Indian!l ill the neighborhood

of Eastport, Me.~ are cllgagl'd in TariOllS fil,'berics, the chicf olUeet of pursuit being the porpoise,
wlJieh is taken 1'01' its oil. TLe pursuit is an exciting one, the Indians in their slender birch-bark

calloes approacbillg" to wit1..dlJ gUll-shot, when the animal is killed, and afterward sccured with a
Jam'e, awl ..ither towell to laud or taken into the boat.

INDIANS OF SOInm.mN NEW ENGLAND.-Tbe Indians of Gay Head, a well-knowD settlement
at the w~stern end of Martha's YinC"yard, and of other points on the south coast of New England,

l.wve in U<lY" past been famous wlwJemen, amI were often found filling the position of boat·steerer,
particularly on the Xe\, Bl'dford ships.

6. THE BRITISH·PROVINCIAL FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

There were in 1880 about 4~OOO men, natives of the British Provinces, emp1o.red on our fishing
vNlsels. They aJ'e, as It rule, natin~!l of Xova, Scotia, though there are many from Cape Breton

and PrineI' El1wHrrll",land, and a considerable number from other parts of Canada and from New­

fOHlJdland. Tlw :Kova Scotians are, for the most part, of Scotch descent, while the Newfound­

bullers 11 re Irish. :rtfaIII frum Kova Scotia and Cape TIreto n hav.. a share of French blood in their
\·('1us. They are aU known by the gClleral name l( Nova Scotians."

SEAMANSIDP.-A great many of the most skillful fishermen and skippers are from tile vicinity

of Pubnico, Lockport, Lc ITave, and Lunenburg, Nova Scotia. These mcn lJave an hereditar.y

knowledge of maritime sl1hjccts~tor tilere has for a long time been a considerable fleet of bankers

owned in that Pro,ince. Many otbcl' excellent men come from other parts of Soya Seotia, Cape
Breton, and Prince Edward Island.

IMMIGRATloN.-Aeeording to Capt. Epes W. Merchant, of' Gloncester, the first Noya, Scotian

calile to that port about the sear 1828, on the fifhing schooner commanded by Capt. Elisha Oakes.

As will be klhown hereafter, the practice of enlisting Newfoundlanders was common as early as

Hl4S, and bas doubtlcss continued ever since to greater or. less extent
Capt. Fitz J. Babson, tbe collector of customs at Gloucester, in a letter to the Chief of the

Burean of Statistics in 1875, says:

"For some years there has been a large immigration of male adults coming from t.he Provinces

to enga,gc in the :fisheries of Gloucester. They arc mostly young men and unma,rried. Tlw supe·
rior class of ,e8sels belonging to this port employed in the fisheries; the liberal and excellent
q l1aIity of plOyisions furnisued by the owners, the prompt set-tlemen t and payment in cash for the

fares obtailll~d instead of payment in goods, &c., which is the usnal manner of pa;rment to fisber·

lllell at otber places, the rapill promotion to the command of a flne schooner consequent upon skill
amI sUC(less, all conspire to draw tile ambitioulil young seameD from the Provinces.

"These immigrants make up to a large degree tbe crews of our fishing Yessltls, and lienee the
loss of life falls principally npon them. If the 1088 of life were confined to the native population of

thf> town, Gloucoow ~ould Dot long maiutaiu the fishing bm;iueBa.

• Tha:xter's hIes or Shoals, 1873, p. 74.
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"The ca,pital of the Provinces finds better im'estment ill building, equippiug, alld runlliug

vessels in the foreign trade than in the fisbing business. MOf:;t of the filihing (If the Provinces is
pursued in :mall hoats off' shore. Many fishermen of the Provinces do not lla\"(\ 8n01cic11t capital

to build and cquill \l's$('18 to carryon the fishing business as it is dOlw here. l"'.rsDns Mshing to
eUg'dge ill the tisberies usually appl,r first at GloQc(·$ter. Of tlw senoD tllOuS3UU we'n employed in
the fisheries at this '[lort three-fourths are not natives of the town) awl thi" seaSOll tile Provincial

fishermen baye come direct. in "essels to Glouccster rathN than b~< can" or via Bostoll :md othcr

p(lrt8. Vel'S few of these persons rdurll to the Proyinees to make tlwir !Jorne illBI'I.\ again."
M:litly young women come from the Provinces to tbe States Oil the AmerilJUli flo;lting '-essels,

ill parties of from two to six or more. 'rhe passage is generally given to them free, alid they
are kindly amI respectfully trl;\ateu. Manyeome as passengers OIl the same vesi'ocls with their

husbands or brothers. I.Jarge numbers come e,ery ycar to Gloucester to fwek emJ)10yment, and

many of them ultimatel.y marry their countrymen alUong the fishermen"

THE CAtrOlES OF IM!>HGRATION.-T1Je causes of tlJis immigration may he found JJl'imarily in

tIll) poYcrt,r of many of the coast distriets of that Prm'ince. 1/1 certiliI! of tllest' coast l1istrit;ts

the people are to a large extent dependent upon the summer viflits of AmCrlt:,11l ti~lJermell. Iu
tho winter of 186i and 1868, for instance, tbe suffering for want of food among the :s'om Scotian

fishermen is represented to ba,e been very intense. Govcrument, a.ill a nil the charit.," of intli\"iduals
"l'l"ere iUflufficient for its relief.·

Another inducement to the enterpri8illg .YOUllg provincials i~ tbe 0p!lortullily for rapiu

ad.ancem(\llt which may be found in a htrge American fish in g port. A man of ('nergy amI com"a g~'

may in a very f{-'w years become the skipper of a fine schooner) aull be earning a good subsistence

for bis family, who, had he remained at home, would still haw been plying his oan, auel line ill
the monotonous, profitless shore fishery.

"Among the Nova Scotians," writeR .1\11'. George H. Procter, "may be fount! SOUle of tile

smartest skippers of the fleet. These ha\'c malIe good use of the opportuuitil"S prci';ented, and by

their good qualities as seamen; capacity to handle a .essel, and possN-ised with snffieient darblg

to rull the risks of winter fishing, they ba,e attained good positions.. MaDy of them, 'who caDle

here 'With .!Carcel.r a dollar in their pockets, are now OWllcn" or part owners, of Yc"se.]s, showiug

an cnergetic spirit of imlustry and perseverance, which has surmounted difficulties and brought,

as a reward of tlH.lir toil, good returns.
"These men, a.s a class, are natnrally fitted for the business. Born and reur(>u by thc sea,

most of them of POOl:' parents, it became a necessity for them to earn their own liVing at lI. "cry
early age. Fishing was about thc only occupation in which tlleY could ~nga-g~ in the Provinces,

aod in this branch they commenced, bringing to it all tbe energies of youth, ana 11y its pursuit
laying the foundation of robust health, which enabled them to bear the toil it demanded, and

preparing them for the more ad.anced pogitions Which were offered on hoard the American iisbillg

Yf'ssela.
"The yearly yisits of our fishing fleet into the l'ro\illciltl waters show theSe men the contra~t

hetween the two olasses of vessels, American alld Nova Scotian; the one, clipper·bnilt and we]]
allpointed in every particular, and the other, cluIDlSy and far behind in an the mouern illlpro\'eml'llt~

aut! fittings. It is not strange that they had a desire to conned thelllsd.es with the better dn.'>s
of vessels, where opportnnities for becoming masters and owners ",ere so temptingly held out as

tile reward o(imlustry, fidelity, and daring to ven.ture for a trip of fish at the most dangerous and
inclement seasons of the year. They caught the inspiration of tlie Yankee fishermen, as they
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associated with them ill their summer visits after mackerel, and learned of the winter fishing on
Georges and the Banks; of the chances to make profttable trips; the opportunities to get ahead
in the States; nud the atiyantages for their children to obtain an education. They also learned

how well the 'w'ssels were provisioned. All this led them to see~ for cbances on board our vessels,
aud we haye drawlI from the Proyinces hundreds of their population, representing all grades, with
a good proportion of really ...aluable men, who to·day are numbered among the energetic and
thriving citizens of (i 10ucester.11

Again, the sy~tem of opPl'eSSiOll, to which the fishermen of many parts of Nova. Scotia are
subjected b;y the fi."her.\' capitalists, has had a \-ery important influence in inducing them to seek
other hornell.

CANAnIAN FISIlER:\1E~ AT ROME.-Napoleon La\'oie, esq" a Canadian fisher;yofficer, in his
report made in 1875 npOll the Gaspe amI Bonaventure divisions on tbe Gulf of Saint Lawrence,
gin>s the following account of the condition of the population in that region, which explains in
pll rt the causes of the exteusive immigration:

" Changes aTC so few and tbe rate of progress 80 slow on the extent of coast placed nnder my
charge, that it is a very difficult thing to pre8entmy annual report under a new dress and to lmg­

gest matters which lmve not already been a frequent snbject of allusion. There arc, howeYcr,
certain things which require urgent action and which demand continuous public attention. If the
large divisions of Gaspe and Bonaventure, with the exceptional advantages presented h,y reaSOli
of their location on the rich shores of Bay des Chaleurs, ha,e only a population of 30,000 souls,
most of them neglectful of agricultural pursuits, such a slow rate of progress must be attributed to
causes which I baYe in several instances already brought nnder your notice, and to which I must
again call your attention.

"The actual settlement of the coast of Gasp6 and Bay des Obalenrs hardl,Y dates one hundred
years back. Scarcely bad it begun when llowerful firms repaired thither from the Island of Jersey
to take advantage of the labor and resources of the growing population. The ignorance and

improvidence of the settlers, which repeated experience has not yet cured, unfortunately made
them easy tools to the cunning and cupidit.y of merchants, who took advantage of their own

supremacy to keep them in a state of comparative bondage. Tbe policy adopted b,y the founder of
oue of these firms, that of Hobin & Co., could possibly bring no other results than thotic witnessed
at the present time. Tltis far·seeing man understood at once that in order to keep these people
under his power they should be prevented as much as possible from followiD~agricultural pursui1s,

wlJicll wonld ha"e insured a certain amount of independence. He therefore became purcbaser of
tho seigniories of Pahos and Grand Ri"er, and subseqnently deeded this land to the people at the
r...te of ten aores each. Iu spite, however, of the endeavors made to keep settlers tied to their

fishing boats the soil is so fertile and the climate so favorable to 8~ricu1t.nralpursuits that remark­
able progress has been noticed iu late years. The returns, howe,er, of the last four or five years

show that agricultural products have had a tendency to decline rather than to increase, although
there has been no decreMe in tba population. It must not be lost sight of that public works, lum­
bering operations, railways, salmon and lobster canning establishments employed a large number
of hands, which thus wero lost to agriculture. On the other side the want of markets for the sale

of farm produce is a further impediment to the progress of agriculture, the onl,y purchasers being
the Jersey merchants, who bnyat low prices in order to supply fishermen. Even farmers them·
selves dare not sell on credit, as they would be sure to lose the amount of their debt, the merobant.s
r,ompeJ.liog fishermen to give them all their fish.

14 Another reason why agricultural purl!mitB are mora neglected now tha.n they UEU'd to be is the
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~J,d syl>tem of cugaging Ashermen. Up to 6Y~ or ~ix ;rears past the majority tof thil> da£" hired

llmwsehes only until the l;'jth of August, for what was eallel1 snmmer fi5bing~ the proceeds of
wbh:ll went altogether to l\wfch'<l1tb,; ill paplleut of lWcOUlit:;. On the 15th of August~ let the bills
lJe o;ettkd or not, fi8hermen he~\u "''\Itldug; for tuelllsel,·cs, and were tlHlS enabled to purchase tbeil'
winter I,rovisjonS wbe.r\'wJ:'" they Jik(~d~ tll(l .t)sh lWjllg l],';ll;l.lly sent to Qut',}J(>c. TIl1l!> tbey f'.l;:et1 £Jut

It In'illg, ~vd, woikillg at hnnw, were l;\1\u\Md VI cultiyitte a little plot of groullu, which :yielded a

;;l:HIJl retlll'll for tlJeh illuustry. TllC nobius, llowe,er, ~oon found out that tlliiS system madl.l tiw

ti,;!Jel"lneu a little too hlilept>lllleni l llUll antidpating n dlall~e of tigIlteuing (he bonds under which

(tier were kept, gradual1y eltanged tbeir t!1(Jd~ of e'lgagmw,mt to ;tuatuar, Il'jJidJ the impro-rj\i(mt
lln;l too c(jllfiding tishenHejl adopted withoat l}Jlyjng ~l!mdeDt attention tl) its ('±feet, Tbe m{){}(' of

l'I1g-agcm{~nt /.lOW fOllo\Ted on tlw coast of Gal'p6 is the halftime 8ystem. M.,,,t of thc, U"lhertlJeu

are :lent to the large establishments of Perce, SC'fflQrtl PaboB~ a.nd of tile North Coast, tl'l fish there
until tbe eno. of A.ug\l~t or September, 151) that wlJeu the fishing is over tLere ill hardly al\~tuiDg

ldt for them to do. The v;e\\thcr ~B allt to tl~ flO stormy at Lilia period of the refJ,T that weekS ma:r
('lapse before tbe.r are enu}.JleU to tllSll, aud theRe i81H) oC<JIJ1>;iJ.!i0l1 for tlwm Oil shore,

"l'lJili! 8J'gtem, which at first 8igbt lImy "Ct>lU U,h:illltageous, is :\lc\'erthclel'lS disastl'OlIi'i to Ole

Ilslwfmcn, as it- preH~llt8 them from culth'uting thdl: smaU l)lots of hmd l and cOU1pl'ls them to Ill'O­

eUl;'{) everstlJing from merchants, whQ ar~ tlm.s enab\ml to t'.\,k~, ~\t'l\'\littag~of the position ill wlticll

tIley are Maced. This systclU is stin mote Jltt'ju.l.1i6al itl so far as it. iucreast'H tIte eX[J(lrt~ of Je/'sf',r
tinIJ"', thcrehy diwinil';hing the supply o-u our lllarkds au<l €au,aflelllg tile priec of melfisll. It i/o(

al~o, as ill;},)' be easily understood, ruinous to the cOJ)sth,g hadtL

.. TlleJ:e 1.'1 no need to repeat here what.! '\'rotelalSt J~nr abOllt t'h~.~ {lrm~, their IUod~ of trailing,

nllil 'Il\eir llanow alld ambitil)us views. 'What I thell 8!tiu and ",bn,t I write tG-dM' "ill, 1 W'Jlture
to saJ; be lSufUciellt. t\l enablt\ IOll to understund the po~ition of a large :JIHl weaJthy wrti\Ju ot om'

J)Qill irduu1 Ole ..ituation in wbtco jg [ll8CI.-'(] a wuolo tJOIJlllaCiau reduced t<J an lIno;i';goi$f'd si:lie of

v1lllSabg(\ tbl) wfllJt £if rMOllrces and education aJfor~JJn~ them nO mMllS of resisting ,bis 0J'lm~&.

Hioll. It i8 cert...-'dnlj' uot uselesS' COD my Dart to try Once mote to urge Sour solicitQ.Uc tow:tru8 t.bil\

l.Jhfortuvate class of oor own JleoJlle, wh%e "ositiou iii Ull a1loUlaly of the age ill ,~'hit~h we liY(\,"·
In th~ Will tel;' of 18G1-'02 there was great dl2'",titnti{ln i~Utl 'll1ffering among till.; 1\ewfoulldlaml

ih;[}eftnCD, particull1tly those Hviug ahout Pl:lcimtia Ihy, (tWitl!; cllietlr to tlw pOQr n"lliug jjl tue

,!\ummer tJf 18Ul.t

TR)..~81ENT Ii'lSJiERMeN.-A. gn'at llulIJJ' fi,o;beJ'JI)l'lI art' {,ycrS year shipIWd hy Amcricull vel>sels

ill Hw Pn"dllcia1 seaport... allll fl, considerable pJ:Oportioll of t.hese mell, tbougb )·"lldy muldug \lP n

IHlrt of the creW& of our fi&hillg deet, lle\'er uec,ulllc tesiut!uts of the l1uittl<l States'l
T:UE l'ISHER~:U~?i OF :NEWFOUNDL-AXD.-The followiJIg nCl'Ount of t1l!~ 1'iml'foulJJJa:uu 1hd.wl'·

11l(~O giW8 an idea or their peculiatities, most of "Mell are retlJ.iued by th€ merj (if tlmt Ngion who

euter the AroorlcaIl .t1sbing fleets:
•• TlIo speech of the ]i(l1vfotllltHanQ fis'ucrlli~1.l\ is fntl of tlhrases deriW'd from lIi8 ~H'r~,·un:,:

emplo.yml.'nta. To 1J,)ake an enga.gemt!0 tfor It tenn of l'.e~"("iw i!l, to 't\bip' "-ll h 1\11'. So-alld-f.lo. I'~"ell

f;I'\"Ylill.t girhl UTe said to ; ship 101' six months' whetl tnt>,1 cllga.ge with. a mislresJ;:. -i\ S(Hltlg Ill/HI

I ",hil)!>' hilll6etfto a tlweetbeart when they are affiallceu; and II chuf('ll i<; 8ltid io bare. 'sbiJllle<1' II
.. ---;'-R~\)fC<!mllliM~~ ofC~p~~··~--·- ~_ ...~--_ ....--... --_..-._- ..

t CaplJ A..nn .ldvtlrlllii'r, J,g.Ullftry 24, 1662.
t The (}}(lueellrer Ti)legtll.llh of June 8, 1871), r"""'l~yk.lI: " (jar cort'ellpoodllnt ~t Pun H!1~til1:;" C"~I,e ~ret..ol), ~eDd~

lIS ~be fuUowlDg fiwiug item!!': Sehttonel' YaJlG-O, of pl'ovio(:ct"",'u, Captain )lon'illon, r,rri~'l'd hl'1'C 'May 2l i 'Wok ffi<.ltl

ant1 8n.pll)ie5 ADd BlIHoo. D,onn. on 8. &hing voysl{;f) 27th. Sdl0011el: J nlian, of l'l'o"inl'''ttI'W~,c",~t1l,(n DonJ iA, 81"1';"00
Inl>t ODd toQk tWIn and lmppli98 fm: Jl iJshing 'VDrupe' to OnwiJ lllllllr.. f',,,b(>\,,,,,,r Qri<Jla., of T'l,,,vil,cet,'l'\vll, COl,hil1
Donlin, /l.f.tiV/:!d ~l.t.t 1M t()(lk lI\etl al\d supp1iell for a. \illhing "'t>:ilv,l;~ to Gmnd Buuk,"

B}l:(J l:V-2



18 ~'ISHERME~OF :rHE UNITED STATES.

new parsoll, or perhaps he is called the' skipper' of the church. The master of the house, what.

ever his occupation I is invariably 'Ow skipper,' and the mistress is 'tbe woman.' •How '8 the
woman" is the mmul way in which a man is asked regareiing the health of his wife. Gaining an
auxantage OVer a man is called 'g(~ttil]g to windward of him.' . •lIr. Blank is a terrible knowin'
UMO; them's no gettin' to wind ward of him.' Is a man proslJerous, he is said to be making' head.
WilY'; if the reverse I he is 'going to leeward.' 1'0 iuitiate any undertaking is described as 'getting
it under waJ'; and to live meQnl;· and lJarsimoniously is to' go very near the wind.' There is Ii

world of weanill g in the Newfoundland pro,erb, l the big fish eat the little ones.' Thus pithily and
with a sort ofmournfnl cynicism do they at times describe their own forlorn condition at the end
of a. fisbing seasoTI) whell , in payment of their debt~l the whole proceeds of their toil go to the store
of the wealtby me-rebant, while they are half starring during winter.

"Of profitless talk) it is said ill reproof;.' words fiB no nets.' A dull, plodding man. who sue­
eeeds in spite of deficiclley by honest industry, is saicl to 'get, on by diut of stupidit.y and hard
work'-\\ mo~t "'~llre5sive deserilltion.

"Another pccnliarit.y of the Newfoundland fishermen, uCl'h-ed from their sea-faring habits, is
an inordinate fondness for flags. Every merchant has bis flag flying on his storehouse or wharf,
as though a state of acti,e warfare existed, while at the- principal harbors the approach of each

vessel is signaled by a flag, be it schooner, brig, briganti!lc, or ship. On Signal Hill, O'-erIookiug
Saint John's Harbor, three masts are erected, and at times,.,when a number of vessels arc approach­
ing the port, these, with their yards, look like a uraper's shop, with the various flags streaming in
the, wind. Flagf>, however, are uti.lit;ed in other wass. "'hen ans important personage bas 'crossed
the bourne whence no traveler returns,' the flags are boistedhalf.mastj but when a wedding takes

place, all the bunting in the place fioats in tbe breeze. Dig 'sealing guns' [used in shootin!r seals
on the ice], whose report is like that of small cannon, are brought out and fired continuously, and
evidently afford the greatest delight on these joyous occasions. In the lontports,' a8 all places
but Saint John's are named, it is usual to catch the happy couple in a not as they emerge from a

church-a symbolic net, perhaps-indicating t,bat both are netted for life. In thl'se •ontportil,' too,
church bells are few and far between, and the time for each service is indicated by hoisting OD a
pole a flag, on which is emblazoned the miter or the cross. Each school-honse, too, has its flag­

staff, and when the flag is hoisted the urchins ure seen cOl)ling along the pathe, 'creeping like snails
unwillingl~" to school.'

"Near the shores Newfoundland is rock~', the ground being everywhere covered with stones of
all sizes. The word 'stone,' bowenr, is rarely used, the smallest pebble and the largest bowlder
bt:ing alike called a'rock.' Boys iovariably sp"a'k of 'firing roCKS,' but never of throwing stones.
A servant was asked how she had been Sllentling her time lately. Her reply, 'Why, I have been
heavin' rocks out of them raisins for tIle best part of an hour.' Thus' stoning fruit,' is 'heavjn'

rocks'in ll'ewfoundland. S\} abundant are the rocks in SQme places and SO scanty the soil that
suitable gronnd for the Imrial of the dead cannot be found; and amid huge bowlders the gra,\,es
~Pe roade by 80iI'brollglJt from a disbmoo; or, where this is not possible, the coffin is laid upon the
rock above ground all/I then walled in aDd col·cred. It is not very uncommon for graves to be dug
les8 in depth than the coffin. Of coulse this is true only in certain localities.

"Among the primiti.e population of the' outports' there is, among the Protestnnt portion,

8. wonderful passion for choosing llames taken from the Old Testament, and these at times the

oddest and most uncommotl they can select. Israels, Reubens, Daniels, Aza-riahs, and Isaiahs are
plentiful as • rocks.' Bnt it is rather startling to be introduced to Mi88 LoRuhamah Tuck&', or
Miss Lo-Ammi Squires, and to be told that the little flaxen-headed girl yOll are trying to make
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friends with rejoices ill the name borne by one of the daughters of the patriarch ,Tob, Kereu-hap­

pnch, or that the baby's name is ,TcrLlsha. To tLose not quite f:.lIniliar with Script ure names it Dlay

be well to t:>ay that the first two are to be founu ill llo,;ca, I, G, O. It is Oll n~coru tLat OtiC child
was baptized Beersheba, entered in the marriage ngistcr in lhw time as BatLslleha, but alwaJI';
called Bertha by Ler neighbors. A clergyman of the 0hun:h of Ellglanu relates tLatJJllcc in

beginning a ser"ice ill a private house in an ' outport' a W01ll1111 Ill'ar him, illtPllding 110 offensi,e

familiarity, lifte<l up a corner.of hi~ surplice, and, aner CJmnlil;illg it with finger amI thumb, pro­

nounced it aloud, 'A beautifnl 11iece of stuff.' Under similar circuDls!;Hlel'S l1e was startIl'd 011

another occnsion, in the middle of Lis sermoJl, 1).)' an (Jld woman in the chimney corner calling out

to some young ones, 'My gracious, gil'Is, l'n~ for~ot the Ioaf! Julia, go ont to tho next IHll1M' aud
hang 011 the bake-!l..,t.' Jt mnst be understood that these instances occnrrcd in some of iIll.! prim­

ith"e outlying settlem.ents, far from the center of chilizatiou, wheTe tLe people seldom sec a clcrgr"
man, alld are quite unaccustomed to the solemnities of religious a.'lsemblief'. They we!collie ('agl'rly
the rare visit of clergymen in these scattered lmmlets, and whole hatches of childrell of \-arioI1S
ages are balltized by him at, the same time. So eolll is weather in wiuter, in the more northerly
})arls of the island, anll so wretched their lJOusel', IbM, ill order to keep the JOllf from fl'el'2:hlg at

night, it is a practice to wrap it in the hhm];:et Hlld take it to bed wheII retiring.

"'The populution is 11 mixed oue, 1](>UI'1,y llalf hein>; tLe (]ef',('('ud:mfs of Iri;;h sl'ttlers, til(; re~t

English; most of them sprung from progenitors wllo camp orig:illally froJJl l)e,ollsltil't', 1)or"'et­

shire, and Hampshire. 'Ihe descendauts of the latter retain lIluny of tlll' peculiarHks of ;;pl-cdl

wlJieh still di8tinguish the peasants of De,·onsbire. Iher say, '1'.-; took llO notice to s1le,' tlJut is,

110 notice of ber. ' Did 'ee want anytbing wi' If' 'Ihey sJll·ak of tlleir' 11:l1l(Jsec; awl posi,,;c;; j' 01'

their cows being' alossed,' and their bread' amade.' TIH'y will say' JlIllllhe 1'1'1 gnnn home.' Tile

parson is l pareson,' and they ask him to "bide a spurt' with thrill. A' f;]lell' is diLer short con­

tilJUllnCe lit labor or It time of rest. SlJOrt distaucl's !lrt', in common s }If'('(~II, me:Hmrl'U liS 'SlWU",.'

Thus 'two shonlder spells' is a distance a mall wOlllll ordiuurily carry a burden on lli", shouhkr."\.

resting once ill the midst. The word' obellience' is 1';0 metim('l'! nsml for' oheii':m('e.' Thu,,;, ell il­

dren are directed to 'make their obrtlience,' that is, to bow courtCRY. The illlwllit:wtloi of a settll'

ment are called' liders,' and if any district he uuinll:]hite.l there are ,w i<l to be uo ' liviefl.;' in i!.

An expressin~ phrase is used to indicate a fall in the ternperature-' To-di1J is II jadi:et colder th:lll

YC!lterda;y.' 'How do times go"ern in Saint Johu's! l is a common qncstion which is answered hy

recounting the prices of fish, oil, anll provisions. -, Praise the fair day at e'fll,' is the Scottish

proverb which has its counterpart itl Kewfoulldlaml,' 'I'raisc the l,ritlge thnt carries ;you m"er:
The folly of lazy, shiftless expedients i8 well eXpn\SHeU by sa;yiug 'He liits in onc of the tilt and
burns the other.' When admiration of a benevolent man il;\ expressed, he is (ll!scribed fiS 'a tC\'l'i­

vie kind man; 1 or the weather is commelldl'u by sa.ring, 'It's a s1Jockil)g line day.' Clever,in

"Kewfoundland, means strong or large. A j clever man' is a stout j large man. A 'clever bab,\--'

if'. a hearty, big baby. .A. singular USe of the word' aecolllUloo,tlion' is COillmon. A person of had
l't~IJllte is said to have '3 very bad accommodation.' Or a servilnt QIl leayillg tis master reqtw,,;ts

'au aeoommodation,' evidently a corruption of recommendation.
a With all their primitive and often amu:,;ing peculiarities amI local cllstoms the ftsherfolk of

NeWfoundland have many sterling qualities of head and heart; UlHl all they waut to put them on :t

level with corresponding classes in other countries more a{lmnced ill the lirts of ci"ilized life i.,

edUCation. No one conld live among them without liking them. In simplicit.y of cbluacter,

Warmth of heart, kindness, and hospitality, they are unsurpassetl.-

• C..pe Ann Adv('rtiser, .Tanuary 15, 187~,_
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FISllI);G YILLA(a;~ or ).:-:h;WluC-"lH.A;:.<Il.-A l\'liter ill Harpe)"'/{ M:lgazine fur IS;;-t writes:

"Fishing, or SOUle proccs,'l COlI!H'('lP(] II·itIJ it, is tile oecul,atioIJ of allllo"t eq'T.Y man, woman,

l\.lJtl child in the coulltry. Out. of Sltlllt ,John's, eillJCT DiSh or "owc sign Df tlJl~ finny t)"ihr~ yidble or

odoriferous is nwt witil w!J('l'en~r tlll'l'l' i~ a l'OllulatioJl. At a lli~ta!lel: from tlw eapilal~ in the

~Illa]] l'e.ttlenwllts, tIle fio;herlUen ]iq: in IlIJJlainf(~\l wood,'1l cottages, scatllo'l'('lj in tIle coyes, now

llere}l(,tl UpOIJ rocks or hilhlell ill tlil' WIll];S, tilt' Ilt,jghbol'lJOod s]wwiJlg SllJall ]Hltches of ellitinltlo'd

garden gl'OulHI aud cnjlf\CS ()f stun tcd wood. EadJ cabin lws it IS fish ilal,t" a kiwI of ]'(Hk platform,

dc\"atetl 011 ]loll'S ten or t\H,i\'C feet Ligh, t:oH:I('ll wilh a matting of "ticks alHl honghs~ OJI which

tIle fish arc laid out to ory. At a eOUY\,lliellt point Oil lL\' o;Loro is a st:lge, umdl morc "trungly

constructed, jnltiug on I. oyer thc water. It forms a small pirr, made in part to sen'c the IHlllI0;,;('

(>f a ladlkr1 at wldell a landing fn~qll(·utl.y is 1l10llt' pOfl"illle on the stecp UlHI rock-hOIljJ(l coa,,!.

.• OIJ rt'lllfJJiIlg from the i1shillg gl'OUlHl, the lloat is hrougbt to the l!tagl' with tLc e:lrgll, :mli

~tiekilJg- a l'nHig ill the lll'ad of each fish, ILl'S llre thrOIYlJ UPOll the stnge Olle b;r oue, as lilly is

pitclH'd into a. carl. ~nw operatioll:> of euttiIlg opeH1t:lking oul. the eutrails, prcsen·illg the li\'cr lor

nil, remo\'ill~ tLe IHlckbouc, llnd salting, arc iWlliC'(}iately jJcrfnrmell upon file stn ge, in which

Ihe younger mem lwrs of the family are ('1YIplop:d. 'rhe dJ'jing Oil 1110 itakcs is tIle bst process.

"It is tllO inshore fishC'ry tLat is pro:::;rl:ut('{] by till' :Dritisll, Jlot cxtf'wlilJg gl'llcr,llly J1Inre tlmn

a JJlile or two froJJl the harbor!', that of the Great nank being' ahaudonrtl to the Yanl,res awl

V rt'nc1l."
EARLY KNLISTlIn;';';T O}' ~EWJ'Or:I'iDLA:-iDERS lei TilE FlJ:1111;!l·IES OJ.<' XEW E~GLA""D.~T!.le

1'1I11owillg rxtrae! from IInhlmnl's Hifltor)' of :Xl'W Engla.nd, referring to e\'eut~ whieh took place

ill 1648, sIJOws lhat fi"IlerrtwlI fl'Om the reg-ioug llO\\" (le"ignat(,ll as tlll' J~rit.ish PrOyill("ci;, partici­

]latrd ill the !l"llf'rirs of :Xew England at that tillJe:

"SOllill of tb(',se petitioners being bOll nu for England, IIIt'ir 1',lpel'8 wen~ seHrehed h.r the

au thorit,y of the gOYCrmJI' a.nd (;ouncil, amongst which were fOUlul t1w copies of some pl'litioJls and

queril's to be presfllted to tlle comn.Lissioners for lllantatioll8. Qlle prtitioll waR from "olUe non

fn'em('n, pretended to be in the name, and npon the sighs and tears, of lUan;y lhous<lntl8, &c. In

tlw IJl'l',LUlble they sllOwed how tlJe.y were drireu out of their natiyc cOUIllry by the tyraulJ.r of the
lIi:,;]JOps, &c. Gil{; of their petitions was fur libl'rtr of conscience and fol' a gctleral g(r\'C.Tnor. The.y

bad "eut their agonts IIIJ amI down the conn try to get hanos to this [)ctition, but of ti.Je many thou­

S:HII.l.S thes spake of, t!w,Y cou1l1 find hut tW('lJt,Y·fj\,c !Iamb 10 the dlief petition, amI tlJOsc wen',
for tlle llJost IMrt, either young: IIII'll who came oyer sel'Ya.nts all(l II('n'r had O\,('TJIllleh silew of

religion in them or, fislwrmcll of l\farhleheall, feared to he llrofanc Jler80m~, divers of' whom wcre

!'I"cllgbt the last ;year from NewfouJl(lIand for the fj,.;hilli,i season, and so to return again. Others

\H'n~ Ilrl1wll in hy their rdlltioll<'i, flwl thoS(' tl,'pendell 1I]101L for llJ"ans how to li\"c."·

7. THE IRISH FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

Jlllsu;,.mN IN TilE GLOrCEfJTEll A:,;n BOSTO:-r FLE~;TS.- Tllere are muuy Irishmon ill ille

c;.loul'(·.~tel' fleet; among them arc imHddnals who haw distingllisllcd Ihemsel.es by their skill

as ih;JWTDJl'Il. As a rule, hOWl'\·CI', th(~iSe men, as well as those of Irish descelJt WllO ha\"c eome

from Xl'wfoll noland, are from tile peaS3.1l t cl3 sses, all d II re remarkahIe ra ther fo!' "tolitl it;>, i nd iffer

l'IW\, 10 d,11l;:-el', omI endurance of hardship, than fOT enterprise and actidly, They are mo!>!

likely h) hI' found amollg II,I' l']"('WS of Ihe George's-men, the llullmollotony of hand·lining' being

lwttpr suite!l to their tCllllwr,UJll'll! lS 111<lJJ 10 Ihat of tlH' A IlIcl'lcam" who pr'l'f('J' the eleaner, safer,
------_. _.. _-- ._ ...._-_._--_._--- --_...- ..._~_.__._-_._. ---- --_._--_._-_.__ . -.- .._._- ...__.
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vminule, auu mOil' t1(~l"\·0t1:i ('J)JjJ]n,nJH'JJ t of JlW('J,ITt') (';l/l'!);l):':, 01' 1111' JJWH' rmlllll1t'1'atin" ::lIlU f'scit­

iug experieuces of tJle fre",h·1I:l1ibllt lis]l('r~·.

Till' 11 i1ili 1hshel'lul:'u are of!~'n d:llllliJ';h, uruJ all hitih 15kil'per SVUl) g;lUwrs ;mlllwl h!m II CHm"

of his OWll llation:llity, Yef;s{·l~ tlllm nlallned an' Hot not(·(] for their ll·imllCSs nUll llcutuess,

A t ]~os\(1ll 1111:'1(' L~ :I cOllsidcnJhh· fh:d of mnrkd boat.,; 0\\J)j'11 ,lJul mlJJlllf'U f'lJlird,Y hy tt~!Jer­

well from tLl' \\"I'-"t eoa.':>t· of In,JalHl, TJwir hO:1tK :11'0 built. prccil';(·ly Ii lie tilo~p or Galway allu tlH'y

emJlI()~ tlwir OWIi 110llW llletLmb. TlJis Jisher.y is Jescrilwd at ]",ngtlJ l'l"'{~WJWH'. .:\ mlmber of

t hesc lrish boa Is lOny be seell at allY time in illl' (lod,:" :tl Commerei:ll or "T" \V ltarYcC\: Boslou,

aml it b tIoulJtfnl if nnywbere ('be in tLis conIlt ,.,' (~:lU 1)(' ~t'l'll gil lllHulllltef;l/{,(J a H'JltPH'llt~tioll of

Irish peasantry as in tile (Jl!l ti"hprmen who C\it abou t the (lods ('ou u ling" tht'ir fb]1 and ellattin~ ill

Gaelic.

8. THE SCANDINAVIAN FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND.

SCA:r:..-DIKi\YIAKf,; IN TilE GtOUC:LS1'Err FLEET,-'l1JCH' lllay be fouuu among tilt' Glo]le(!Ml'r

fis]lcrmen It large !Jcrccntag<:> of S,'andimIYialls, J]J(lstly :Korwegiml, a eflnsilh'rahh' 11 HIll her or

Sweues, antI a few DaueR.
Thr'yare intelligent, eul el')wip.ing IIlt'll, :t large proportiou of wJJf)\n rii'(' to flu, {'(\\lllllaIH] of

\"l~ssds. rII lllan;\" of tlll'ir trait~ tllPY n'J;l·mllh' the fish,'l'Ilu"n of N (·w Eug]:l1](l hirt h.. Stl"Ollg,

accLlstomed to bal'lh-;Jli p, ~ki1!el1 in tlH~ mftnagemeut of slJIall boats from IOllg eXpel'jplwe iuhf"riteli

;l_lld }It'H:oual at hOHle, tlwy ;U"C lwst t;mited for trawling and hand-liuillg from dori,'s. TlJe p.dlOo!i'l

of Norwa,Y aTIlI Swcllen 11~(Ye tanght til,'1ll 11:tYigation thoroughly ami wo.~t ()f thel]) ;11'(' l':'\(~f'Il~'llt

Railol'S, haYing s~rnO!l1 fl't'qnell( ly ill Ihe 1Tl0rdJant marine. Man:,! of the!>e mel! IJ an' familie>:, IlHdllg

lJrooght their wi\'es wil h them from hOHH') or married thpir cOIllltrywolLl(' n who han' eome 0\'1'1"

alone. ThPf IOoon ll'am to sJlcak Engli"h,

9. THE PORTUGUJ;SE FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLANll.

l'ORTtJG'CEsr; 1'1lO:lf TIlE AY,Ol~g h':].A:'\lJs,-The so·caned rol'tugnese jl,;heruwu of l'\t~W Ellg"

hud are, with f{'w ('xceptioDR, lwt)W'S {If the Azores or 'Yest{'nl·'lsland.s. Thdl' altenticm TI-:l1;

(loubtlefls uil'ectell to thh; eOllldrs hS Illl' dsilf; of Uw Cape Cod yessels to Iheir islands. A fayorile

ernising ground of tve Prol';lH~do1rJJ "'lwrm-wlmJI'I's was tue <; 'Yestern GrolIlHl/' whieb is situuted
oft' the Azores. These Hsspls, as well as tllO";(' of ~ew lkdfonl and Kautud:d, haY{~ for m'arly

t.llree-quarters of a eent llIy l!t'el! <lI~eustomr'(] to tOllcll at F;lyal to recruit, to bwl Nick men, Ilml fo

~hip hOlDe oil. Extra hUllaS wele oftt'n .::bipped at Ihe j~hll](li:1 to fill up tlw complclllelll or the

eI'OW or to .fill tIw I,laces of !Jt'.serfrI8. Man;r were brought lJOmc ill tlj{~ wlwJI' sLips: !!lld, ns a

cOllsequence, SOUle of the ruore {'uterpl'ising beg-an to liring oyer thdr families, A gn';lt impnhsc

wns giwn to tLeir emigration ill 18,j3, wuelJ the. grllWlh of a fnngm: (le\"flstfltC{1 lue yjllPynrtl~ alH)

the Wille crop of the Azore" lJeg-un raphlly to £\li1.
. .
l'Oll1'FGTTESB COLOl'i1BS IX NEW ENGLAXD.-1'JJ(' largest colonies are at l'n)\'ilJcelmn)~

where t1Wl'e arc Ilnmerons fand!ics established, and 10tU lmndred of the fis]wrmen from this pprt

nrc \VcsfcfJJ Il'lallliers. At GI{Jllcesfert also, there ill a c{llIRiuer;lble coloIly at l' I'ort Ugt'l~ II ill,"
and about two hUlIllred null fifty Portuguese tisllermdl in t be fjpct. 'There are lllally Porlug-uese

families lidug at New Bedford and about {'ight hllndrNI of the wlH\lemen saililJg from IH'f(' arr of

this nationality.
CIIARAC1'ERISTICS OF PORTUGUEf:;E FISITER:ln;x.-Thc Portuguese at sea arc indu~lrious

and daring, hrwing been accustomed for generntions to lives ofha.rdship antI advcnture in the boat
~sheries at home, and by instinct stnftl:,-" labo:ri'I'R ana frugal economistR. They IDa];:p good cooks
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,)1' ';l't"w~ll·th," and an, oft('ll l"oulJd ,,;('nipg ill that capacity. On shore tJ..18y Ji.e ill litih~ Lome"

of tlwir OWII, huilt to~dll('l' ill ,~l1I:lll COHlml~lJiljc;;, nll'J mingling scarcely at all with tlleir AUlel'i­

"all IH,iglJ1wri'; alll!ran:l.r, if l"l't", gOillg: 011t to ",'rviee. l\lCll are abSClIt iu sumwcr at spa, amI ill

1111' ,rill [l'r t'IJ.:'Jlge ill the slwJ"l' fL~IH'l'ie", TLw IIOIJl!'Il a /Ill children contrilmtc to the gelwral pro,~·

11(,)·it} Il.\' g;ltlJ('l'iug 1,t'l'l'it,,, and ll("~l('ll phllll;; for ;;all', aliu hy fmall hou8cholli inuustric8, III l'ro\­

I iH:etO\\n theJ are rathpj' Iooh.pd dOI\1I Ul'0ll ;I1lLl a'l"oide(l !oJ tlw nati,c population, but ibis is appal'

l'lltly tlw r('bnlt uf l':W{' pl"t~jlllli(·(', I()l' tJl('J are I1011 est a!HI ullobtrusive. TIH',y are alwa;i's self-Slip,

purtiug I!IHI lJfiell \l'dl to du, ~\.t ],'t'll tlH' JlI('1I are rceoguized all equalii h.r tlwir JSldJJillates, JlltI

11'l'l'(' are few yebH,ICi \\lti(,h ],al-e llot alll{lllf;" tlJeir cn~w", SOlIle "Jlallue!'1 or ~'Allloll('." wlio talk" a

(Ii,lll'd oj' Lati1J- Ellgli.~IJ allll ~WITl'S as a st i1l1111mlt to etlJilolngkal speculatiolls anlOllg IIi;;; suijJllwtvs,

Tile II"OIlWU Ul'(' ]JOl ,~o lllileu ill illk]'c()IlI"'~' wit!J ~"-IlIe]':CilJl-" a,~ Hl\' men, and u,",wdl'y speak Ellgli"h

\,- illl diflieult ~'. Tiley an' a h\-a~'s lIeu,!! t. Ca t 1101 i e~ a wI liwl", lip at I'r(l\'iflcptowll am] G JOIl('('St1'1'

a larg'(' j):ll'1 of tlt,e tOJl~-rq::ati(l1l iu iL,' l"!llln']u,s oj' t Iii" ,~vtt,

Of j;' ;,' .'('IOS a lllllii bl'I' fJr J '01111 g'rw~e JI:I \1' 11('l'ouJ{' sl; ippel's of (~l(lllt'('stu' \l',~"d" ;1Ilt! puJ'l

u\\llt'I"~ :IS \',(·11, Tlwn' Wil" j()r;l1l"l"l~-;1 Jln~i(\(lin' :lg:ail::,;t a'llolI'illg- \.llem to talit, Iht'i\l' po"itiollS, uut,

tlJIS i,; llOW ,'ani"lljllp:, A Po]'! n;tll(','e sbPi"'!, r.i1'c!y klS :l1Iy lmt l'Ol"IUg'IW"I' ill his en~w. A~ a

d :If,, il]('y ,,('('111 to l'l'..h'1 the U ('Ul';1.l"C ("lid li,,!wry !l, tll(~ pOWl" fbllt'l'it'8, mon' tll:Ill two- j hinls of

:111 tin' I'nl':ll.L;'lII::"{' ti>;]l('!"1II1'1l (if (;j;'iu"',d 1'1' in ] :-;70 lll'iug ill til(' Gporg(,'f; Ih'd.

10. THE NEGRO FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND,

S EG lWl';S .AS W!1ALL:I[EX,-~ell ElIgI:llHI has 1"1:\\" nvgTo U"lll.'l'IlH'1l except ill it::; wlJaling" Jkd,

tuou;:!J oeea"ioiJilll,I ou\' j~ fuulld '~('J"\jllg llf) euo\;: OIL n COlI or miwli.t:l'd SuhoOlll'r, In ]~8(1 j]J{'f('

1I':lt' Bot:1 ]l('~Tn alllOllg tIl<' .l,;JOflw(,t, ill IIw (;lorw(',~tl'l' fI('('1.

'1'11 t' \\ll<l1illi,:" ill-,-I of );l-\\ ];(,(l!(rltl lw" allJOllg it" en'wl; milliY llt'gloe~, some sljij)!'ed in tIl("

"'('M lurlil's, lit Iwl'.~ piek!'IJ 111) ;j t Z;llIzi ",II' alltl otlWI' n'el'uitiJlg stations. In 1880 llJPrt> Wl're two

lnlll,!lT<! lJt:;.;'t"lh'" ill ihe iket.
Tile J'rol' i11('1'1'"\"11 ,v!J:t1I'I'S oft ell o;hip a pnl'l of 1h,i!' crew at Jallilliea, St. Croix, 01' otller 01"

III\' \\"e"t IJl(lia l...d01 J1(i,.;. Tll("iw 11l',~I'IH:.~ :U't' ran'1,.. of llIixed bloOll, and are aelivl', !lO\H'rfnl men!
S]H':l1jUg a ]!lilois IlanJ! ... 10 hI' lllj(lE'I'.~i('Ull PH'Jj h,\' i]IOH' who lire fmlliliar with the ~IweelJ of tb.,
IH'P'Ol'~ or ! bd]' U\\ll ~l<l ft's. X('~TOl'S S(lIIIl'! i nil's a ita ill to tLc jll/sit ion of boat·steerer, hut I have

!11'l'1J ull~lhlt' to k~lrll of iu,.;l:11U'('S \\']Il'I'" Ult'y ha.e beeorne captains or ('YCll mates.

11. THE ';BAYMEN" OR FISHERMEN OF LONG ISLAND,

THE HABITS OF "nAYMEK."-Till' t'11:1I',wtN of tlw fii;heries of Long Islantl, New York, i,.;

~ll<;h lim! it is a most di1lieult waller to ,let,'rmillC how UlaU)" men are professionally cngag(·d in

ilwltl. Tile IIH'1l \\'h(l JiSll are also llJ' tiiIl!'S oystermen, farmers, clannners, yachtslllcn, UTld gunlJers,

following eitlwI' (If thelill oceullatiolis a1; lltt'y lUay f't.ld at (lifi't',nmt times inc1iu('d. On the i'loutIJ

OlllOre, aml ill ;;01lle other Jlarts, HlP:' f;l,yh~ ih('lUseln's "b;l,}'men," :Many of them own ,}'a,'hls of

fww ;1 jo :.;n tOll", an' gllou sailors, awl I,ecp their boats neatly painted, 80 that wlien taking out

parties of :lllgl'Ts to iish for hludi;;h lJr otlier fishes tLeil' hoat trouJu hardly be thougbt to have

been cugaged i II oy,~terill;; most of ill{' will tel'. This class of 11ICll are ver,r numcrous ill all part,s,

lllUI whil{, ill(li\'id II all y OWS taI;:e but few fh;LJ, collectin~J.\' till'll' catch amounts to conf;iderahle ill

the (Jouri'll' of the ye:ll', Thew" bayllH'Il" ~f't from $:, to $5 pel" da;J' for sailing a part,}', and u811aJl~~

gl't, all tbr- fish, although tlH'y do not dl'mJwd il as part of {hi' t'on tral't, a.il is the case at. Borne plu('('s

on tlll' Xl', II' .TI '\''\('Y (~():l sf,
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Portll~Uf'ae fn'lU Cape 11" \'(\rolo hhwh, "ngnl!."ctl in ,,"hal<- ti~ll('ry from )\if,,,, jl,.<lf<l:rd, Mass.

From, l,hotol;tPjlh by 'I. W.lllJlillje.
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The men engaged in the menbaden fisheries are drawn from all parts of the island, are gen·
erally SO[lS (,1" farmers, anll, with tlH' exception of tbe captains of tne steamers, engineers, and the

snperintendents of the factories, are not usually in the business more tban a season or two.
MORA-LB.-The people who arc engaged in the Islaml fisheries hn,e more the manners and

appearance of farmers than of the illhabitunts..of the exclusively fh;hillg towns of the EU5tern
Stah$, and they will compare favorably ill regard to edncation, thrift, and moral!> with most rural

populations. I think that thel:5e virtnes increase with the number of miles between the villages
and New York City, and that there is also a difl'erence between the llorth and south sides in tbis
respect which may have had ~ome illfluence on the sdection of so many places of rcsidence by
wf'altu.y New Yorkers on the south side, with its flat, low, barren hUlds, and Oll tue wuters of the
uninteresting Great South Eay, in preference to the high, rolling" nortb side, with its charming,
deep, romantic bays j here there hal'c been more deeds of violence, - and among the majority
of the native population the language of ordinary intercourse is a sbade more profane and loose.
We do not mean b:,!" this to aSSl'I't that, even in the dilltrict spoken of, these unprofitable .ices arc ill

excess of what one often finds in the interior, for most obBcr.ant men must have noticed that iu
small villages and country places there is, e-s!leeialls among young men, nn affectation of prof'lIlit.y
and its accompall~'ing ,'ulgarity which seems strained to a eity.bred mall, and at first asUmis!lf's
him when heard from allY but tbe yilest of men. To those who have been much among soldieril,
sailors, and fisherIlH:ll, it. i~ not at allsul'pl'ising to hear bad hlllguage frcm men who arc gO well
known for their llOnest and upright eonduct that they think that thc.r CUll afford to he carcll'i'is in
respect to this, a point which, boweycr, impresses the stranger uIlf~vora1J]y.

HOMEs.-The dwelliIlg13 of the fisbermen arc generally neatly llUiIltt.'d and comfortable; their
families well dressed j and ft is rare to see an exceptlon to this rule, for the YHricd llUrsuits illduded
in tht l1l'ot of labors by wllkh a LGl\g 1s1al"Id fisherman earns his ll\'illg affonl him a l.:hallge from

one which is temporarily dull to something better and find him CmI)I()~-ment of some kind the
yEmr around. When fisbing is dull he turns his IHtlld and boat to oystering; am} if these ari' ont

of Beason the hard or soft clam offers him remunerati"o employment.

12. THE OYSTERMEN OF l£ARYLAND.

OYSTER DREDGERs.-There are two diBtinct classes of oystermen on the Chesapeake Bay,
namely, dredgers, and scrapers or tOllgers. The business of oyster dredging is carried on by abou t

5,600 daring and unscrupulous men, who regard neitlJer God nor mlln. The characteristics :Jud
habits of these men are discussed, in conncction wi th the oystl'r fisheries of MarJ'land, in Section II I
of tbis report. Mr. Edmonds there descl'ibcs them as among the most depraved bodies of workmen
to be found in the country. ~hey are" gathered from jails, penitentiaries, workhouses, and the

lowest and vilest dens of the city."
OYSTER TONGERS.-Tbe oyster tongers or scril!'ers are l botll sociall.y atld morally, sDmewhat

superior to the scrapers, though, as a class, indolent amI improvident. Mr. Edmonds, in tlIC sec·
lion above referred to, also discusses the characteristics of thiB class of osstermcn. The oystel'
laws of Maryland require every vessel and boat engaged in gatbering oysters to be licensed. The

amount received from tonging license must be paid bJ' the clerk of the circuit court of the county
~{to the 8chool commissioners for the public gehools of the respective couuties where snch license
is issued j provided, the sum received from white tOllgcrs shall go t-o white schools, and the sam

from colored tongers to the colored schools."
DREDGERS .AND TONGERS COMPA-RED.-The two classes may thus be briefly contrasted:
Th. oy,ter-dredg-e.ftshermen of the Chesll,peake are almost entirely whites of the lowest order.
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The oyster tonger13 at'e oJlc,tLinl llegro('s, ami til(' other twoilJirds wllite fishermen, smail farmers,

nud trudel's.
Tile numher of meu in a crew of' 11 dredger a\·('rDges t·ight; ill tbe crew of a scraper, Dot more

tLan thre{'. The total IIIl1llucr of men emplnyt'd ill dredging equals 5,600, and iu scraping fJ,148.

The anragc returus for a season for each drcdgw is $17U; for each scrllpcr, $225.

13. THE OYSTER·SHUCKERS OF MARYLAND.

OYSTER SIIt:CKlms.-TLerc am nearly 10,000 lll'r1'.Ollk cllJplo;y('d in o,Yster·suuckillg; ill Mary­

land, about twn-thirds of tIle number being mulet'l, amI the rest fcmaks. 'Their aggrt'gate annual
('arnings are alJDut $800,000. About lLrec·fourtbs of tbe lllen are II egrocl', rlIld thl'S fife, as a rule,
steady workmen, while the whites are disposed to be idle :llJu int('mperate. ~('ar]y all tbe females

ale emr,loyel! ill tbe steam oy:ster·bollses of Baltimorc. Tlley are mOMI.y wLite girls of foreign

parentage, antI range ill nge from eighteen to twt'llty·fin' y('ar", the pro!lortioll of older oneR, as of
colotNl, being small.

14. THE FISHERmEN OF FLORIDA.

BY SILAS STEARNS.

FISIlERME)[ OF KEY "'EST.-The majorit;y of the fishermen of Ke.y 'Vest are descendants
of the Dahamiam; who llUve Iiycd un 1he island for many yl'alf'l, or arc quite l'('cently from the

Bahama. Islands. '

The remainder arc Cuban Spaniaru~, Degroe~ from the \Vest Indies, and the lUHlHI Foprinkling

of Irish, French, Germam~, alld Swedes, wbo :Lre found enrs",bf're in this country.

There aft' !,;()lllC few fhshermen from the North Atlantic Statl'f'., lJtJl' tile;}' do 110t form ""0 promi­
'I('llt a class as tlw H Bahama CondH,,') or tile I' 'Vest Indian negro('!;.'"

The Bahamiaus, both blmJk fwd White, have bnm bronght np on the water, aUll are probably
the best boatnwn and fishermen in tbis r.-'giotJ. Tlwy knew 110 other professions than fishing,

sponging, turtling, and wrecking; and it may be i'uid to lJe nIl h('rfdilary profession; since their

fathers aIHI forcfhlllCrs followed the same profession and no 0 1b('I~. With the other classes or
nationalities it i!; quite different. TLey are men who have been driftiug auout the world us sailor....,

aud haye bern left here by vessels of all the nAtiofJs, rn:d for the preS('llt haye lHloptcll the
profession of fislJermen.

I c<ln not learn of any dil:>aster haIlpelJing to UlC Key '''tst fi~h(,lmen, beyond an ocCasiOlWI
wTeckiug of some l,lmall "essel where no lives wtre 10~t. No smacks sailing out of tbis port have
evcr becn lost.

The manner in which tl.lO fishermen live 011 shore is plain) yet comfortable. The better class,
or well-to-do fishermen, are the Bahamians and Ameri caus who ha,e families. TIley own small,

comfortable b~use8 in the city, and hanl all to cat and wear that other clasees of people do.

III societ,Y the;r occupy a good standing, and wry oft('u hold n'sponsible and honorable offices
in thc local government.

Anotht\r cli-lss, consisting chiefly of ;youug llUll unmarI'ied meD; who are disl;ipated, aDd when

ashore lead::In unprofitable and low life, are looked down upon with contempt and considereu a

public nuisance. Tile temperance reform bas done great gocd here, and is r3pidl~" thinniDg' out
their numbers.

The older men of all classes arc generaH,Y nry ignorallt, but ftow being able to write tlleir

names, but the young lleople, having fair school advantages, are, as n, rnle, qnite intelligent, and

can now transact their own business as their fathers never eoul(1.
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Fn;llER:UEN or ClmAlt Kl':Ys-~eatly all of tIle two IJllIldrf.'d and "i."t;". tisllermen of tllis

place are Americans or of AUlf'rieun lJi!'th. TIll' lIJajorit y nf tll,!ffi ate men who hun:l heen pngaged

in the diflerelJ t lJranehes of tlle fisherics on the Atlantic coast, in such places as Chesapeake Bay

and coast of the CnroJiIlHs, aud the balalJcc are natin's of 'Ve&f. Florida, wlto Iw VC, in most ellSt'S,

takclI up tbis lmsiness quit<, recelltly. 'l'aken as a dass thl'.Y are quite illtdligl'llt, ille!u!>lrion>" aue!

fJnick to allopt !lew methods that will tend to fadlitate their wor];:.

'rue SIJaliish, Italian, and Frcnch crcoh's, wlw an: gl'nerally laz~', ignorallt, HlHl iudilH,d to

k"I'!l up old st.ylcs of fi"Ling, &e., and are fOIllHl ill (he majoril~":lt many of tile otlwr 1i;;hiug

comnllluitiet; west of Cellar Kess, are not oflen met with among tl,e fisllermen, iIIlll are not fit nil

l)(J]lular.

FINaNCIAL I'ROl'nS Ole FlbHElnmN.-Allhough tlJ('~" work steadily amI wdl, the 8t'USOliS fill

llrofitabJe fi~Lil.lg are 80 short tbat tb..S do not gain more thUIl a bare subsistence.

1'iJere is great wcar and teal' to the nl'ts al:;o, one man Ol"tl'll USinloi up thn'c ('I" four lJd.s in one
season. 'Nhcu these uet~, perhaps a lWW !loat, and Uwir hon~elwld expenses are paid for there is

little or llotlJing Idt to support them ullrillg the time that fillhing is not e;uTi('d on. SOJlJt' are

fOl'tullute enough to get other em}Jlo'yllif'Jlt., or to be ena"flged in tlw turtle fishing, hilt rnalJr an'

lIot, and 81l vb IJIlt'S gt't so dCt'ply i n debt to the stol'l'kl't'pers that t be profi (i'; 0 I' (he ensllill g year

are takl'Il to pay them, Nearly a11 flre in llt\ht from various canse.'l, with no pro;;:pee! of en'r gl't.

ling clear ngaill.
FISHING I'OPULATl 0 N OF ApI'ALACIIICOL /1..-TJl e fish ing porulation of .A PIlalae iJ ieol;\ iuel mil's

representations of nearl.y all t.he llatiulls of the world, t.ile Americans and Spanish cr('olr;; hl'ing ill

the majorit.y. Of the older mell in t.his lm~ine~s here, sOllle are Enrop(>llllf'l who eaull' in \"E'·..,s('L~

when Appalachieo]a enjoJed It larg-e cotton trade i otLers are New Englanders, left by men·of-war II t.

various times, t1nd the l'e8t are Ilft!i\'cs of Ole Southern States. M;\lIY of tlle .young lllen aI"e of that

class of rovers fOHml abo!ll"ll all the llwrchant 'essel.., of thiJ,\ eouutry, who have tlriftl'd hl'fI' in

some llIHlCcoulltallle IIlt~nnel', to stay 1mt a seasoll or two and tlum to continue j heir wanderings.

Those of the fisllt'rmt'll thilt are rrally inhabitants of the place are, as a ml(', good eitizens i 1\

evet)' way. There are hut fl'\\" ;Hllong them whose fathers had u('cn ill the fh.hillg' llllf;iness befon'

them, hut t1Jo risiJJg gelJl'nttJo!J "";\"iIl probahly adopt their part'nts' profession, perhaps llIore frnlll

lJcC.(!ssit,Y than choice, Their health is Yer~' good, ill spite of the POlmlar snppo~itioll that men

engaged ill f<pongc·f\shillg' are Hllhpal thy. Sielmes.'l is a rare Yisitor, a toU{'h of hiliollSlJes.'! 01" iiI igllt

atta~k of "chills amI fl'Ter" heing tlw ouly funus, One captain told me that hc had lle('n ll('n'

ten ;years, and believed there bad not been over a {lozeu d,'aths of childrEIl from sidmesfl ill til('

whole lilDe. Tn the fall a few casps of fewr and aglle occur. ,Vltile 011 thc 'll"Hter, in the bay, 01'

Oil the "sponge reefs" a C!lHfl of sickness is a very rarc occurrence. They arc Hut espcciaJl;\' re­

marka.ble for longevit.,y, but many of the old men of seventy, eigbt;\·, and cigllty tll'e ~'ear8 of ag{~

are still hale and hea.rty, and iu some cases perf(lrm hartl lahor. VVitll tbe WOllle}1 it is different.

They marry young, and when thirty five or forty are hroken down, and apptnr liS tl.JOugh of twice

that age. They '"ery seldom live to be on'I' sixty years of age, fllld the greater number lIo lIot

reach their flftietlt Jeal'. Nearly ever~' mnrried eouIJle hus a large family of from four to twelvI'

children. Their dwellings are uTIusnallJ good, bein~ iu 1ll0~t caSt'S housl's that were lmilt for mcn

of wealtb, when AppalachicoJa was in its prime j tbey are 1I0t kept IIp in their furmer good

condition, ~:ct make "ery comfurtable babitations; Hlld there b,~illg a small garden attached, arc

811ppHed with vegetables and fruits at little expense or trouble. Orange trees thrive well bere, and

llearl~' e\'er~' ~'ard has some of tbem.
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T11e thou ulled by these people on shore is plain and oflering little varietYI consisting mainly
of fish and oysters. Fresh meat is not much used, salt pork taking its place. While fishing
the men generally li\'e in beth,r st;rlc, ha,ing all tIle best articles of food that can uc Lought at t11e
stores. The reason of this is, that all the provisions are ad"am~ed on credit, and the storekeepers,
having the vessel or boat, gear, and catch as security, are willing to advance llJore than to any 01le
of the oruinllr~' fishermen with a furnily, who has only his share of the catch wherewith to pay all of
UJC neccssar,}' household bills.

The school system is Yer.y poor, onl:r the childron of the ricller IJeople attending, the tuition
amI outfit of hooks being too expensh'e for most of the poor. However, all the children receive
some education ill various \Va.ril, lcarnillg to read, write, and figurc a little.

Of amusements there are but fewl beyond an occasional gathering of olJ and young at some

privatc house; wbere dancing and games are enjoyed, with refre8hments at the end.
It is a quiet and orderly place. Every one conducts himself in public in a manner that would

stand the senrCRt scrutin,Y, Even the wild young men who, having "knocked abont'~ over the
world, are accustomed to aM dees, here seem to be awed by the steadiness of oUJers, and carry
tlwmst:'1YeS accol'llingls.

When auy olle commit8 an act which b.r the authoritiC8 of the town is cousitlered di:,lgracef'ul,
or not in lWcordlUlce with their ideas, they furnish him all old "bateau," amI give bim but a short
time to choose UIC directiolI which he shall take.

There are aile or two bar rooms, where the old Rill! middle· aged lIleIJ 01taill their" toddy:l

without COillmellt £toU! others, but if 11 young man indulges too freely it will nenf be forgotten
or forgiven. Mauy of the population, comprising the Spanish, Italians, and French, are Roman

Catholics; provided with a priest and church, which they attend with their usual regularity.
'l'here are two or three Protestant churches, hoth white amI colored, which are also well atteuded
by old and young. It was said by a stranger, who was rather disgusted with the dullness of the
place, that "because of having nothing else to do, the people wcnt to church." The funeral of a

young man took place since I have been IlCf('~ and I mnst Ray that the men ftnd boys tnrned ont
to attend in a manner that surprised me.

I ha'+e not met a fisherman yet who can gi\'e me an exact statement of his ye;trl~' earnings, for
the~' arc engaged in many kinds of work, and are idle part of the time. Dy putting sC\'cral state­
ments togetber l I believe I have arri"\"ed at a reasonable estimate of the profits of an acti"\"e fisher·

man for one year, Let us suppose snch a man is vcry fortunate and bas work at all the fishing
trades of tlJe }IIace in succession. First comes the sponge.-fl.shing, beginning in March and ending
in September, out of which, with good luck, a man may clear $200. He then is several weeks idle,
when he joins a crew fitted out for the fall mullet·fishing. At this he works until the hlt of De­

cember, perhaps, clearing $40 01' $50. The s{'ason for shipping oysters has by that time arrived,
and as soon as he is back from mullet-fishing he is offered a chanctl on an oyster·boat. It is prob­

ably the last of December before he gets fnll.r to work at oystering, which be follows until Marcil,
when the sponging-vessels again fit onto He will make on the oyster·boat about $75.

Summing up the year's profit!'!, it will be seen that this man makes $300 clear of his own

expenses; with which he clothes himself; and clothes and feedR his family.
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BY Sll"AS S'!'EARNS.

3Iobile smack and Dp,tt'f li ..lwrL!JL'll ~JH; ~}8 fJ dU8S so mixed in l1<ltionaJit.r Iba t there arc lJardly

two inuividuals of the sallie general charadeI'. Among tUCID onc finds a majority of sOlltbel'll
Enropeans, while the minority are natives of tlH' United States alJd northern Europe. There are

,"ery few negroes in their llllTTllwr, and wlien such all olle is emplo;yed it is as cook on some small

oyliltl'r·boat or bay fishing-boat. Tune are but ft"w eases wh{'rc tIte profession is heretlitarJ, and
ill such cases tIm man is quite 15111'('. to be of Spanish, Italian, or Greek dcsCl·nt. The oh]",r men
in the business are, as a genera] mle, of ford gil hil't1l, Ull t the young awl midlllt'·aged ones arc

Americans. Their health is good, and tllry arc a strollg, !Janly class of people; I think there is

far less sickness among them than Ulll(Hlg' the planters and lahoring" men on htll\l, who are trolluled

with aU the forms of malarial diseases.
Consumption bas claimed Wllll,}" of the Ililllll;k fi",nermcn !.lul'iug tbe last four 01' nrc jCilI'S, but

wbethel' the disease is brou ght all aBd aggra"ated b~' cold and exposure or h.y dissipat ion is hard

to say. Rheumatism i::; It common affliction among the> th;hermcn, and mallJ of them are nearly

helpless with it. The fishermen of this section, when not brokell down h:r di::;sipatioIl, live to a

considerable age, retaiuing actin mental and pll~yr,;kal powers to He Ilge of eighty or ninety yeai8.
The women, marryillg )ol1ng antI rearing large f,lwilies, are worn out ill early life amI seldom U,'e
be.yond their fiftieth :rear. As the greater number of the fishermen ha,·e their homes in the city,

they live in abOllt the same manner as otber lahorlIlg" men and mechanics do. 'l'hose who uavc

enterprise enough to make a hom e are of the bettcr·bebavcd class, and they IiYO q Il ite comfortalJl,r,
though in sommer, when not much fishing is dOlle, the family have a hard time to obtain the Ill~C('S·

saries of life. The majority of the fi sh crmt'.fl ,] 0 IIOt. III arrs at all, amI spend their time m~hofi'. j Il

carousing and in the" )ock·up."
Very few have ans education, amI it rare],r necurs that a tlsberman is found who can read or

write. Their children, if t.heir parents live ill the tHy, have good school advantages, and will

probably make a better class of citizens. Nearly all who profess any I'l',ligion arc Catholics.
It is impossible to learn the exact profits of actjye /i1Shcrmen, bot a close estimate can be made.

Some months tller make $40 or $50 amI tbere are many montbs when they make nothing. Several

intelligent men tell me that they average $1 per day auove their own expenses of board thronghont
the ye.CJ.r, with which they clothe themselycs and care for their families, if they have any,

16. THE FISHERMEN OF NEW ORLEANS.

BY SILAS STEARNS.

The New Orleans fishermen and oystermen are nearly all deseendants..,f the Mediterranean

C08St i1sbermen and sailors, who came t.o this country ;rears ago to engage in the fishing or fruit

trade.
Frenchmen, Spaniardl', and Minorcans [Ire probably in the majority, the balance being malic

IIp of Italians, Portuguese, Sicilianfl, Corsicans, Greeks, and there are eyen a good many Malayans

ill their numbers. In nearly livery case the fathers and forefathers were fi8hermen or sailors, and

these men follow in their footstepn as neal'l~' as they can in a conntry so difi"eront from that of their
ancestors. They even presB.."'Ve the old style of rigging their boats--a· style seen nowhere els6 in this

oountry.
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t}uit() comfort nlJ1;y, but ill rather a peculiar
There s('emll to lw no rpglllar lime for any·

Thc olu unll middle· aged men, afl a rul(', firc very ignorant of llnythi lig ~utl;hle of tbt ir pro­

fl:ssion) and it is quite rare to fiml one who can read or writ('. Th(' French arc generally more ill­
telligeht than th~' olhtr>1) ha,'illg been longer in this country, Hud scem to gain lil10wl(~dge mqre
readilJ than tlle t\paJli~h and Italian creules. The Malayans aTC all:;o I1otieeablt.: for t heir industry
and prOlllptness in husilH'SS matters, and for their quickness to learJl. 'I1ll'y nil rdain much of

111\:' supcrMiliolllmes" of their ancestol's, which often inf!u('nccs them to their los;;. For iustanct, it

party of xeim' fbherllll'll go iuto the marsb-baJous at Ili~ltt for the pllTp081' of seining out SOJlW

g·ooU Ugh f(>cding.groulld. \Vbile theJ- arc in the act of hauling- the Sl:'ille, tlll'J I>ec the I>lltipcnded
balls of Jig-ht COllllllOIlly calktl "jack-o'·lanterns," and whicil are often fuulHl ill tile liwamps or
marslH's WIJCll Jlt~culiar gUl,\es amI state of atmosphere arc favorable, ~h('rcupon tlwy become

pa ra]Jz('ll with fl'ar, and af! soon as possible hasten from the spot, believing tile lights to represent

wme evil heiug. "-hen once frightened from a place in this way it is hard to entke them there
again. The clolHls, the I'\ky, the wind, &c., han each their peculiar significatioll tu tbem at. times,
and th('~- will run no risk when the signs are unfavorabh'; llot that them call be allY grt'at risl. of

tIleir lin:>s, uut tlIPJ seem to fear iuyisible objects, or that, if the signs are this wa~' or that, till'.\'
arc sure to catdl no fish, and therefore do not try.

Xearl,}" all 111('8e people nre devout Catholic!':, nnd aUelICI the !':er\"ices of their chllrclJ as fpgn­

larly antl promptly as llIly dnss of IlC,ople.
On tlH-ir hcu ts or at fishing camps thl'y lh-e

\\':1 y in ('OmpariMln with oth f'r A Dl eri en n fi SIWl'lIli?n.

t iJi Hg, cit her "COIl.: or rt>cre,lt i OIL

TIlt,;'}' work part of tlw nigLt and !llee}' a part of thc dnS, and huye their 1ll('als thrown in at

allY and all tiflH'.!o\. The usnal pIon is to JIll.ve a lunch at daylight-tilat is, coffee, bl'ead, and fish­
allcl Ihe work (III hand ig attl'udecl to until about. 10 o'clock, when :l. hearty bteakfast is prepared
am] eatt'lI, after w1li"h thl'S sJef'p lll.ltil about 4 o'clock ill the afteruoon, ,,'ben clinuer is served,
From tlinllCr·tim(-, nntil midnight, or aftl'r, considerable wOlk is tlolle; then COlliC a lunch 3tHl

lllore sle(>p. -While at home tlH'}" Iin~ in much the fame 8t.ylc', even if working In the lllorkets.

'Takc'n <lS a class, tlwse [leople llrl.:' hartly anrI strong, l';l'hlom haYing sickllt:ss of any kind; Hell
tlll;l coiltagions fi)Tms of disense whieh nre so prevahmt heTe ill I;\Ullllller are ullfearel1 hJ them, 1'h6
mClI liyc to tl t!(lll~illera1Jleagf', and retain tIleit aetiYil.y tu a r('markllble degree. But, Ui5 is till)

case ill most watm cHmatQ-s, tlle women llel'<l bave e(llllparatiYely short lives. Tb(\~- gl'nerall~'

marr~- at fifteell or sixtCt'll years of age, and, having perhaps Teared lar~c fumilit>8 1 are worn-ont
old W01O('"11 at tlH~ age of furty-five or fifty sears.

17. THE FISHERMEli OF THE COAST OF TEXAB,

BY SILAS STEARNS.

The fishermen of the Texas coa!>t are of much the Salne claBS as those of the ,Louisiana coast,
though therc seem to be more of Spanish descent than at the latter place. These Spaniards aud
Mexicans come froUl Mexico and represent the. wandering fiet of fHihermen to be found in c'l"{'ry

community. As at New Orleans, the 1I-[(>diterr,lllcall countries are wl'li Tepresentt:d.

There arc bllt few llegrocfol to be fOlllld among Texas fi~]J('rm('n, and hnrtlly a mall from uorlh·

em Eurolle or tLe llortllern part of the Unitell States.•

From all tImt C:In be learned it is evident tbat the fishermen of tlilS Ct)1H,;t :Ire Yery similal'

to those of New Orleans and vidnity, and therefore it wjJ[ hardl.y be necessary to repeat what
has already been said. It is probable t.hat the Louisinila fishermen are better off finflncially, Rnd
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!i\'e morc comfortably than those of this coast, yet there o;eellls llO goou reaSOIl why thi" should lit'

so, for fish are more a bumlant iu TI'XUS, au(l bring" as g'ood prices. The mnjol'ily of these mell ate

married and Jun'i' HIt'!r homt'!> in fbe cities or tmTlJ$ Rcar WJJ('I'C tJJl~J s{'ll tlwir catdl.

18, THE A.MERICAN FISHERMEN OF CALIFORNIA.

The llumllCr of Americaus cngagetl ill fishing on the eoa~t. of CaHfolllia i~ t-xt~('e(lillglylimited,

as Prof. Jor/lan points ont ill his discussion of tIll' history of the fisheries of thi" State. The principul

fishing towns, Sau Buenan~lltllrnl San Diego, anu 'Vilmillgtoll, have grolvll utI entirely within the
last twenty.\'ear8. The ADlf:rie~uls illtnllluced till'. casteI'll !$~'I>tem to SOllie e:x:tcu t, but the mOl'\\

fruga! habits of the Chiuese amI Hali a,u..-, wlio ell tel' the nell! us their rinll..-, lllln; ell abled them tn

occupy the fic](l to the e,xc]U,f;iOll of the former, who prefer to tmu their attention to rnort1 lu­

crative indust.ries. As is dscwlll'I'C pointed out, the markets in this regioll are \"pry poor, and

there h bnt little encouragement for euterpl'isiug lTlen to engage in the figherics. TIlll fishing of

AIllerh~alls has been, for the most part, contined to seal hunting, shark fislJ illg, "Lale fi"hiug,

trolling ill the barracuda season, amI similar iudl1Rtrics wltieh promiHl' greater rdurns thau ordi·

llary fh;hin g. The fi rst house in Ball R UCIlH H'J Iturn. wa,; huHtin 1860, and in 18TO it,; lllJUses WCl'e

nearly all of adobe. The first house allom S:1I1 Diego was built. about 18GS, while Witwingtoll

:J.l'Ose abont 1870. The growth of tlJI','<e roast t/lWllS was nlt1hl for a few year.'!, ..'\ hout 1875 it

became fC\Tel'i(;h , and each of th(l town::; weut ttnough u l'real {'statc perimlY Speculation wa::;

ulliverfs:.al, llwl ll11Ddreils of people I:Jl-ID{\ to caeh lown llOping to make tb{'ir fUl'tllllt'S. J'ricc'"

were high, anu in eyery departmmlt. of work abon t fifteen men were engaged where then, ie< HOI;"

ouc. Then came it relapse aud a collapse with harder times; there was tess o:pN,ulatiou alHlle8s

demand ior it. Tlw wlJalc flslwries declined; tllere wem fewer mOllths to {(JOtI awl les.,> casU. to

buy food, uml t1e fishermen left tLe reg-ion.

19. TIlE ITALIAN FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

}'ROlll NOT};S nY DAYID S. JORDAN .

.1n the sIJOl'(' fislJ.erieN ot' Ill£' Pacific con;.;t them are eDgilged three bUlldred aud three Halluu

fi:-;herillell.
SAN DIEGO COV:Nl'Y, CALuomUA.-In San Diego County, wbere iormerly there was a COll

sitkralJle [lumber' of Italiau" cngagctl ill llslJiJlg, tlww are now none, tbey IwviIJg been ,starnou Ollt

hy tLe Chinese', who furni81lcu. fisll to the local lIltuket of San Dit·go at such !ow rates all to rerH1('r

cOUJlwtition on the llact of the Italians impossible. It is not Dlor~ tban ten ;years ago that tho

ltaltan .fishermen hau tbl'> entire Ll18inesg at tbis place in tllt-ir OTrn 1l.1llfls, WIJ('lI tlwj-" left; lbt'J'

t!'in-cIerI in a northerly direction.
Los ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.-In Los Angeles Counts, at 'Vilmingtou, there ar(\

eig-ht Italian fishermen. The.y flab in two boafs. These boats are nDt prodded witlI li\-e·hoxesj

tll~ fi8h are therefore thrown in It heap on the forward part of the deck.
VEl'TURA AND SANTA BAUDARA COlJN1'IES, QALtFORNIA,-There is (llllr (IllC professiollal

Itali'UJ fisherman iu Ventura County; at San lluemwc-ntura. He has a !Small lateen-Jigged beaL

He uses two seines, each 240 feet brIO feet, and one gill·llCt. His fish he peddles about tbe to\\"ll

at Gcents Iler pound. Au Italian shoemaker bU;)-:S up the catches of some Chinese and Califoroiaus

'Illd peddles tbem lJ.lrough tbe lown alld lU1l0ng th(' VetltUffl, Valky farrnerll, who gin' n~('tablt\s

ill ('xchange.
The fishI'TIll(,'1l ill Santa. Bal'lJara Couut,y file chleflj' GeUQeBe, who speak English, French, nnrl
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Dallish. They neaTly all came here from San Francisco about eight ,years ago. Most of tlJem are

Roman Catholics, and, as a rule, are, a "imple, hearty, honest class of people. They lite in
reasonable comfort; better than the same <'lass ill Italy. MallY of tlwm lJut"e families, and tlj('y

are quiet, industrious, order-loting citizens. Tli('ir pronts are small, fwr could tlwy be incI'eaM'il

much ]15' cutclJing more fi8h. Their cllilureTl arc generally brigllt llwl active. :Man~' of them
speak English and Spanish well, he8itles French and Italian. The first Italiun fisherman who

callie tltere-, Fraucesco Cu,ugleri, arrived ill 1835. He maue UlOlJes by sappl~'ing l't Spanh;h family

of wealth with fish. The Italians with tllt'i!' lateen-riggru vessels came tll San Francisco in 1848,
alHi spreall southward. The winter storms were too sen'n', and there were no whan-cs from

which the)' could fish, so the:r left, and the Italians now tlH:'H', fiyc in number, have uoue of t.hem
beC'1l residents more tlwn eight JerrI'S. Their profits are I<mall, and ha,e been sinee the flush times

of IS74--'76.

~IONTEREY COl..'K'l'Y, CALIFORNIA.-'l'he Italians JiYlllg ano fi:;hiug in Montere;y Uouuts ure
1~lIl1,~j)iClWUS ill their costume, rrbicb consi.~ts of black i!m1 wJlite check('d ~llirt,", red flannel llUtler­
shirtfl, grny trouserR, black felt hats, golden ear·rillgR, and IJigh rubLer booh.. On clear days a

IUl'ge Italian fla!-:, waves frolll their principal hOllf;C inscribl'l1, "Roma, la capitale lr ltalia." Two

or 1hree of thc nine ItalialJs compm>ing this comJl1l11)" at .:\lllntcrf'y are married. This company

eawe from San FnHldseo and ."eWed lWff' ill 1873. Georgin Viguosi, the captain, sass that some
80rt8 of fish, eRp(~l'ially 1he flOUntler'l l JJan~ dilllillisL~d in number, Hud that the bay has been o,cr,

ih<lu"d. They rnlmuge to make u Vroiit,ou all average, of from $5 to $10 apiece per week. As
will be feen b.y comparison, they nJu];e more than the Italian fishermen in San Frauci~co. Thf'~'

!lm'c fin sail Doats, averaging tllfl'('·fonrths of a tOIl, and of the usual pattern. One is lateen­

riggnl, the otlJeJ's sloop·rigged, Resides thcse, they own three skiff~. They own two hundred
l'i!'(~e~ of seine, caph 240 feet long; SOfie tine-meshed, for the capture of smelt, and some coarse­
meshed for taking salmon. Tbf'Y own, in addition, twenty gill-lle-ts, NH:h from 240 to 250 feet ]Ollg,

alld fort.y hunchf's of set-lincs.

SA~'1'A CUUZ COUNTY; CAL(lo'(111!\lA.-JIl S.mta Cruz, Sauta Cruz County, tbcr~ are fourteeIl

fishermen from Italy. Ther Jive ill the l:ioutheru part of the city in detached houses, IlOt forming

a fl"herman's quarter. They lash their boats, when not in use after hQisting them, to the dooks;
th('~' do but little fislJin~ in winter, except at certain fu\'omble times, on account of rough weather.

At Soquel arc three Italians. These own four bOD!". Tllf'.y ship to San FraIlL'.isco, alld make

gr('<lter profits than arc made elsewhere on the coast.
SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.-First ill importance as the abode of Italian fishermen

on thc Califomia coa~t comes San Frallei"co Count:.'. III the city of San Francisco there are prob­
;; hI)' alit less Ulan 220 rpgular fishermen. About 70 boats are in use here, In 1876 tbe" paranzellc"

WH!; iI/traduced, a drag-net of common use in the Mediterranean Sea.

The fishermen of other nationalities threatened to burn up these nets and the boats used

wIlen they were first employed. San Francisco is the only place in this country where this 8t:,'1I)
Hf fishilJg has been introduced. There were formerly two rival com panies who used these nets; the~·

have now consolidat-ed and dh·ide the profits equally. Each company has three boats and emploj'l'J

e or 13 men, olle of whom is constantly engaged in selling fish in the market. The stock is owncll

chiefly by men not aetuallr engaged in fisbing. This is divided irregularly, one man owninA' a net,
another a boat, &c. Out of the gross profits are I,aid first the entire expenses, including provisioDs
of the men, wear of the boats and nets, &c. The remainder is divided into shares, one share to

each hoat, one to eacbactuaI1h:herman, and ~ne,half abare to eacb net actually in UBe. In these..
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two companies1there being six boat1!, two nets, and 25 men, the whole is dh'ided into thirt;y·two
shaTes. The captain sometimes re{',eives one and one·fourth shares,

MARIN AND Hl:lIWOLDT COUK'l'IES, CALIFORNIA.-Ill Marin Count~· Ulere are three points at
\Il.lich Halian fishermen may be found: Point Rt'yes, where are 2 Italians Hsblg one boat; at
MarshaIl1s1 wbere 20 Italian fisl'lcrillt'll liw~, using Hix boats; and on the west side Df Tomales BaYl
opposite IIurnlet, where there are tllree companies of fishermen, chiefly Italians112 men in all,

nsing six boats. TheS ship their fish to San Francisco. The total numher of Italiau fisllcrmeTI ill
this county iB 34.

A bout Eureka1 Humboldt COllnt~·, there are 3 Italian fishermen. At certain :::eaSOTlS sOllie of

those engaged in Salmon fisbing on tlJH Cohnnhia River; Oregon, come down here for a short time

aud join in the fishing.
VVASmNGTON TERRITORY ANI) OlllCGON.-In \Vashillgton l'erritory t.here are flltalian fislu'r·

mell: 3 at Port Madison, 3 at Utsaladu;r, and :l at Port Towll8eml, fi shill:;:- with uoat for 1wlilmt
amI dogfish; whieh they ship to San Fra.nci;;co or Portland, or (·lse sell in OWlr own tOWII.

In addition to the numbers of Hili III H:lltcrmen abore cHumerated and distrilmtcd, therc are
SllO Hali allS engaged in the Oolumbia Ri \'"er salmon fi.'lh eries, and 400 more in otlL er saImOll .Ii sheries,

including those of Sacramento HiveI' in which 345 Italian fisllermen are elIlplo)'Ct1.
Th(>se fignres gi ....e a grand total of 1,513 Italian flslwrm('n in all fht' rt'giom; ahove discussed.

20. THE PORTUGUESE FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

'fIlE CAUSES OJ:<' mMlGRATlOK.-The presel1ce of tlle Portuguese lisbermeu ill California alllI

Xew En~land is explained by Sir C, Wyville Tbomsoll1 who, in Ilis" Vo.yag{~ of the Cballl'lIger,""
pointed out the cause of the extensive emigratioll>l 0 f tlH' Portugnese from the Azol'l-'f', f',IlOrtly aftl'!'

18,';3:

"Formerly l'ico Wll.t; the vineyard of Hw Azores. Prcyious to the :year IS!J3, 20,000 to 30,000
pipes [from 3,000;000 to 4;500,000 galloDs] were. exported from the islaud of a dry, rather higb.
flavored wine, which commanded a fair price in the markets of Europe under the Harne' )'il'u

maueira.' In 1853 the wretched Oidium 1'uc~'(:ri denl.stated the ,'ilwrards and l'edUCl'd the IWPU'

lation of tbe island, who depended mainly on their "illl' production for their subsistence, to extreme
misery. Not.hing would stop tbe ravages of tM fungus. III sllccessi\'c ~'ears tIle crop was reduct'd

to one·fourth, one·eighth, one· tenth, and the-II entirel~' ceased1and the inllabitants emigratNl ill
gN'at numbers to Brazil and California. Some few llttempt.s have been made to restore the ,inc:;;,

1)[(1. up to the present time there is'pmctienlIy no ma:Ullfadure of wille in the AzoreB.'·
Doubth>BS Illany of tbe emiWltnts also seWed in New England, especially the sea·faring IJOrtioll,

where they could havo every opport \lllit)' of pl:dng their vocation, and tbeir success is referred to
ill the article on the Portu~uese fishermen of Xcw England, while the agricultural llortion settled

in Brazil and California, countries in ('\"Cry rCf'pect suited to their tastes.
TIlE MORE41'S A.T ROME.-The l'orlngUt'se,jndging from the allusions to some of their jl{'CU·

liarities made by the same author in vol. 2, chap. 1, pp. 45-49, are at borne an indufltrioUll, UTlRQ·

phisticated, merr;y, and extremely religious people.
"Their industry and simplicity of li f1.1 are evinced by the ncat appearance wbicb pCfvatletl

thcir 'steadinga' and their primiti\'e method of thrashing whellt, wbich is briefly liS follows: The
wheat is spread on a baked,clay floor l llnd two Bledges; drawlI b;o; a pair of oxen apiece, go round
and round' treadin.,g out the corn.' The operation is accompanied b;o.· "iolent good.natured exertions

• Voyage of the Challenger, lOI. ii, chap. 1, p. 29.
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Oil the lJult of the urh~ers urging the oxen to rIo tLteir duty, and by a .\It-eady resistullce OIl the part

of the ft,llimah, "TIllkll, being \mmllZzkd, nml it more aHraethe to ,muffle l'Iffi(}ng the straw fOT
gTains of wheat. The sledgcs arc freqnently weiglwcJ down 11." a Illoth('r or allllt holding a lfmgh·
jng, lllack·('yed babe."

Th(> big-h esteem ill wLieh they hold religious ob,'<('nunces is ~thered fl'om the following par·

agraph taken from I'P. 48-[)O of the satne work:

"Ill Olll' of tll(' ehlll'ehes of t he town· jhtn' is an imago of our Sa,·ioul', wl.tich is regartled with

extreme llcvotion. The illhahitallts, ill eases of difllcllU,Y or d,LTlger, bring it rich ofteriJlgs, and

thc wealth of tIle ima;:Y ill jeweh, WUlS \'arionl\l~' stntetl to 1.1S at from £1,000 to £100,000, ill propor­
tion to the fait hand pip1y of our informants, Then\ h~1(l been gmat wlInt of rain in the ilSland for

sOllle llIontLt." past, and it had 1)('811 determincu 10 tal.:c a step which is olily takcn in extreme cases­

to parade the Image r0l11111 to~n in sohmm procession. • • • The square and streets below us

were, for llOll!'S before, oue sea of cararHlga8 .mll capotes, miLlc autl ft~male, but chiefi,r the latter,
their "eart~rs sitting on the hot pat"emellt, chattering quietly. About 5 o'clock a large number of

acolytes in scarlet tunics left the church amI formed a double row, lining the streets in the path of

ILc procesiiion. ThelJ callle a long double row of llriests ill violet chasubles awl stoles, repeating

t he responses to a portl~' brother, who leu tbe colunlU, intoning from llis breviary. Then a l1..ou1l1e

row of priests in whit('" and then a g-roul' of the higher clergy in cloth of gold and richly 'appar('Ied'

nstmentl', prt'ceuillg the image, which was ca,rried aloft under ~1 Crilll."(1ll canopy. The image was

ecrtainl,r not a high work of art, but it seemed to be loaded with Yilluable ornaments, Behind the
('auop;) walked the elyil governor (Count de Praya de Victoria), the nlilitar~· governor, and some

of the high State fnnetiouaries, amI the procession was dosed IJ,Y a column of monks. As the

image approached, the people knelt eycr~'wherewithill sigbt of it, and remaincd kneeling until it

wall past."
A fa..orite wa~r of !1.lIctHli.ng the hour lJf recess from work at noon is thUH portrayed:

"'Within the housc, whither most of our party had retreated frow the roasting sun, the first

large entranooroom was encumbered \VitIl the beautifltl ripe ears of lllaizc, of all c:llors, f!'Olll tile

purest sih'ery white to cJeep orange awl red, It was high noon, bowe\-er, ana a lot of bright-eyecJ

girls, who had been hllSkiIlg the maize, la:ul lmockeu off worl.:; and on the arri.Yal of t11e lltrangers

a lall bl'ougLtt out a guitar, Hnd they got up a dance, H~r~' simple and merr:i, and perfcctls decorous."

The general ~i,ppellrancc of the IlcUsallt8 of the Azores is llescribed briefly as follows: "The

llwn arc generalls gooll,lookiug, witll 8parc, litbe, 1IronzctI figurcs, dark eyes, antI wide, laughing

mouths, with fiue white 1t'l'th. 'fLe Womt'll in the Azores 3¥e usually inferior to the lUen in

appearance, but at tlli" farm t SOllle of the gir-ls were wr;r good-looking also, with clear complex­

ions, and more of a Spanish than a l'ortnguese t.Hl('."
Their dress is very peculiar. "The girls, lUI Boon as ihe;y can afford it, purchase, if they haYe,

ltot alreao)' inherited, a long, full 1)luo cloth cloak, coming down to the heels, and terminating in an

enormons hood, wlJich projects, when it is Illllled forwaru, a foot at least before the face, The

cloak and bood are thus a complete disguise, for if the Jower part of the hood be heltl together by

the hand-u very common attitude, whilo the e:res can be llsed with perfect freedom-both figure
llnd face are entirel~' hidllt'l}. Thf'se cloaks and hoods a.re very heav:r anll close, anu itseelllS

strange that sueh a lushiou can hold ita grounll ..here the conditions are YeTJ' similar to those hi
the extreme south of Spaiu or Italy. The head·dress of the men is singular, but it has a more
rational relation to the exigencit's of the clhnate. It is also made of dark blue cloth, n round cap
-------_.•..._----

• Ponta Delgacla.. t Tn the. hOIl~ at whi,~h tb .. !laml'r', j11St allfull'd to, took place.
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with a long projecting peak, and a, deep curtain falling over the neck and Mhol1lde1.'8 , all excellent
defense, whether from rain or .sun. The odd thing about it is that where the hat I!> made in tlte

extreme of a by-gone' mode,' Which still lingers in the remote parts of the island, the sides of the
peak are I.\!l,rriell up on each !:Iide of the head intolollg curved points, like LomB. The horus are
'goi[lg out; ]lOwever1 aJtJwngh & general fesb},· suc!.J as WH were fOI'Wnate enough to see, I>till

brought many grotesque pairs of them into the city."

These strange forms of dress havc1 of course, been abandOllmI with their emigration, aud tlw
CalifOl'llian Portuguese fishermen of the present da,y, whose phwes of 8ettlcmeut on the l'ac·ific

(Joast are here mendonell, resemble in appearance, RO 1111' a~ dress is cHllccrned, tho fishermen of any
other natir)uality.

PORTUGVESE FISHERMBN AND WHALE:~1EN OF C1I.I,Il'OUNIA.-Ill Sail Diego Oounty thtlre is
but (Jrw Portllguese 1J:alterruan, as i~ a,ls(I tile case irI1...os AllgelcfJ, the county immediately ltdjoiniug'.

[n this county, at Porttlgu~seLauu, llortll of ViTilmillgtou, forwerly exist-etl a whaling fishery, but

it was ahUlta(lU0U four or five :"Ioars ago. The difficulty of obtaining fresh water was the chief Clt>lli!e

of tim removal of this compuu'y.

In Santa Barbara County the sallie nl1mber of Portuguese as reoord-ed for Sau Di-ego and Los
Angeleg Countie8 is not exceedeli. .

In San Luis Obispo County them are fort~··ioul'Portuguese fishermen; one of these, a.t Port
Harford, fisbe.. at tbe llloutlJ of San Luii'! Creek, nsitJ~ a seine of 1-iueh mesh, ;100 bS 16 feet 1 now
worth $25, when IHlWI $75. He R~l\(ll:l hi", fi.:lh f,wiee a. week, ill wagons or by train, to San Luis

Obispo, whertl hB se1l8 them at 6 cellh~ pcr pound. The fis)J which llI'e not shiplled he salts and
cxc!Jallges with the fanners for produee. III tId" way he exchanges about 100 pounas pel' week.
rIlle amO\l1lt salled it) l>ummer i8 gt'eat~l' than that !!\~lteJl in the ...':inter.

Three miles north of this point 1 OIl Pt'c10 Haucho, there at"e two more Portuguese, who spend
their time in 11slting and hanting for abRIQrwR: and 1l~'6 miles still farther north are two more Por­
tuguese fishermen. These last ship to San Luis market, salting what they do not ship.

In Bummer three of the whalers are engaged iu fiflhing for the Bau Luis market, salting the
surrlus. 'Ihey h still"ll.sbI' amI troll in tIle San I,l1i:~ Bay.

There are two compunieH of wltaler~ ill Sail Ijuis Obispo (Jount;y--one at San Simeon, which is

commanded by Oaptain Clark, aud the other at Whalers' Point, about half a mile north of the
landing at Port Harford, commanded by Oaptain Ma.xshall.

The company at San Simeon consists of tweut;t· men 1 all Portugnese but one, and most of them

from the Azore Islands. They are hired by Oaptain Olark, who owns the entire outfit. This camp

has existed for sixteen years past.
The camp located at Whaler's Polnt conSIsts of twenty-olle well, aU but Ol.lt~ of whom .are 1'01'­

tngnese from the Azores. This company was establisbeu in 1868 or 1869.

The men at both ca.mps are discharged in summer and a MW set hired in the fall. Some of

·the lnen, when discharged, engage themselves in fishing for the San Luis market.

The outfits, &c., of these whaling companies are discussed in another section of this report.
In Monterey County there are forty-seven portnguese fishermen, diatributed as follows: At

Monterey there are six, divided into two companies, between whom cOllsiderable rivalry exists.

They use set-lines, and consequently catch little else but red rookfish. Some of theae Portugaese

have been there since about 1860, others having joined from tilDe to time. They own five boats
and three aktifs. They supply the hotels in Monterey and ship the rest to San ~anci8co. The
----.---"-._-~-
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rllliug prjce i~ (J ceuts pt'!' poulld. \V1HnJ the whaling IiCUSOIl is o\'cr, the wlJalclLltm juiu ill t.lw

work of Oluppl,villg t1Jo local markets.

There is ollePortuguesl~at "100.;1'i ]~all1]iu g, Cusuudlle. III this county arc t.wo ",haling com·
pan les-one at Cal'uwlo, .'onsi,;tiug of >'!""cntel'lI mell, ull r~!'tuguese, (~om lJIalJded by Captain
Mariano. 'flH'y 1m ve t.wo boars, alitl t]lIl'iug; the past year took oue fillbaek, thn'e lllllUl'back, and

three gray whalE)s. L~tJ';t yeHI' this cornpalJ'y was at I'oint SUI', farther sonth ill 1\:Iolltere,Y County,

During' 11 gl'l.'at portioll of tlw willter t.he sea J'llIlS so ltigh that tbe men dare not go out.

The Jllollterey \\haling campau)" consists of tWCIlty-tlll"'C men, all Portugu('S(', and all but oue

fr'om t.he Azorc~. 1'lrt·j1' eOll1l1JlInder is Captaill Veri8silllo. This cOlllpany has been in JvlOlltert\y

l>ilJ(:t~ Ul;)u. 1'1w,Y own thll'l.· boat~ of Sew HetlfiJr(j Ilmkl·, amI tl uring Ow past y('lU' tlwy bave t.atam

f()lll"tecu whale~ and t\HJ ou,;kjilg l:lharkl'i.

I H :::lan :\tateiJ COllllt,Y t1leJ"e j,-; one l'Ol'tUgllt~"W, Iv,;id illg' at, PeJScadm·... lIe O\l'lHi a goilJ -]jet wltieh

he ,;t'ts :It, the wouth at' Pescadero Creek, eatdJi ug the ,;a)1Il011 a~ they run lill to spawJI. He sellS1lis

fhill ill l',!"ea,uero, ant! tiud8 the JIlarkeL so sUJall t.llat, altJlOugh witlJout, family, hc wakes but, a
pour lirillg.

III San Fl"i.JlIdolL'O UJt~I'e are b\'l'Uty Portugllf'f,t\ engag-ed jll tho shore fisheries. ])t\ta.illS of their

Iw,lljL'i alit! motIl' or Jil'illg will he found ill alluther paragraph below.

'l'lwrt' are ah,(l lhirtt:en l'ortngne8e I'ngageu in UlO San :Fra'llcisco ('oll tleet, and fort)' lllorf\ hI

tIle 8ml Francisco off'.shOl't! wbitll.' fleel.
I 'OJ~1TG t'miE 1)/ ,VASHIJ'I(i-T(il.\" TERHlTORY A.l'm ()RL(}(r~.-In \VaElhillgton Tt>ITitOI'Y t.,here

arc 1)J'(JbHh]~' 1I0t mOl'l! thalJ Ulree I'ort.ugnese, wlw, at Gig Harbor, art~ occupied ill catchillg

dogtisll.

Oil the Columbia lliw~1',engagpd in the l:lalwon ftl:lhery, there are about oue llllI ldred Portugue~e.

21. THE SPANISH FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

SPAJ'llSH l"ISHlm:Ml~J'I I.]'I CALIFOH:NIA.-Thl.'I'e are now bnt few tislJermen of Spanilllh de8cen!,

ill Ualifonlia, tlJOllgh o(~eal>j()llalIJ' the,Y IlIa-.r be found among the mixed fishing popuJution of the

large!' pla(·es.

".A bout ont:\ hundred years ago," writes Jordan, "the various missions of California were
founded. Later tlw l'tlUlltry became the abOth\ of Sparlish grandees, who became tbe owners of

large tra.etl5 of land, dt'pentlillg chiefly for subsistence OIl their herds of cattle, and paying but

littll! attention to fish ing. Tlwir descendl1ll ts and sucoessors, the •Cal ifhrnians,' men, for the

most part, of lI1ix('(l Spallish and hHlian blool!, flRhed alld still fish only ",ith hook and lino. To
the pl'e8cIlt uay th(\y compose t.he larger portion of tlHlRe who sit on the w!la,rveR in the sun catch·

ing sculpins, bn t tileY OWIl no boats and lire not trul,y fishermeJJ."
There are at pres~lJt llOt more than twenty Spaniards on the Pacific coast who can properly

bc termed fisbermen. ]i'our of tbis number are in Santa Cruz Oounty, fifteen in San Francisco

County, and OIlt'. ill 'MaI'in Connty.
The Spaniard.s of Santa Cruz Count;}' have ill use t,wo boats. The~y live in the southern part

of SaIlht Cruz City, llnd fish for rockfish, sea basR, arId barral~uda, Little fishiIlg is done by them
or the Italian fishermen, their neigh hoI's, in the winter on account of t,he rough seas which at that

tieason must he encountered in the fisheries,
Uf the Spaniul'ds liTing" ill S;lU Francisco Cit.,Y nothing can be stated as t,o their pecnliarities

of life, 'rhoy Jive at the west end. of Vall€!io Ht,reet, about the Van~jo street wharf, with fishermen

of St;lveral other nationalities. They are employed in fishing with the drag.net.
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At Smith's rauch, near the head of Drake's Bay,Marill County, is OIlC Spaniaru wllO, together

with two Italians and oue Aushiau, i>; engab"(~d in .~eine and gill-net ii"hillg. The joint (~atch of

tlw~e four fishermen will probably eq ua-l ::;O,OOU pounds per allIlum. TlH',Y scud thei r lbh en:r,\'

mortling to 1\Jarshall's, from which place tllesl' mell (~aIJl{' to Drake';; Hay, ,lIld whither tJlI'~' will
return as soon as the fisbing in 'romall·.'''' Bay illlprovl'~. The)' ca,tdJ chiefly" "llIeH."

22. THE GREEK FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

There are in all fifty-five Greeks emplosed as tisbmnH.lU 011 Hw f'aeijjl~ (:oasl. of till' li II itl\ll
States.

Fift,y of them live in San Francisco, wbere, witl, fishermen of lIl<luy racc~, they fish with t1w

drag-net.

At Seattle, Waflhington Territory, there is ,b company of three Greeks, who fi~h with seiues
along the shore, obtaining )'on ng sallUon, flounders, &c., wLicII urI:' l'.old iII a RtnII in tbe town.

During the ~aI1l1011 season these Greeks go to the Columbia l~iver to engage in the salmon fi~hel'};.

The other two Greeks l.tave settlt"d at Port Madison, \V:uihington Terril,ol','\'.

23. THE AUSTRIAN FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

In Marin County, California, tlH'I,<, h; one Austrian engaged ill th;hhlg with one Spaniard lind
two Italians at tite bead of Drakes Bay.

There am elevell Austriauf' engagl\tl in fisbin/::: in 'Washington ~rerrjtory. Three are at Nc\v

Tacoma. They either salt their fish or ship them fl't'l-;h to Portlalld.

At Seattle there are fh'e Austriaw,l 'l'l'ho fish with hook aud line in the Ih'l'per watera of the
Lmr, obtaining halibut, black bass, ltorse·maekerel, merlueit, pollock, tomcod, &c. The remainill~

tllree fish at Port Madison, Washington Territory.

24. FRENCH FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

In Los Angeles County, California, at Wilmington, then', are 6 Frenchmen, who eombiue
hook·a.,pd-line fishing whll the gatherin~of abalones. Titey own two boats, the \Vild Region and

the Josephine, which average about three·fourths of a tOil each.

In San 'Francisco County there arc 15 Frenchmen. The remark made concerning the Portu·

guese in San Francisco will equally apply to the French fishermen of that city.
There are 2 or 3 I?renehmen employed i,n collecting frogs in M&rin, San Mateo, and Kern

Connties. These frogs they sell at from $1.75 tf) $4 per dozen.
In Washington Territor;}', at Port Madisoll, there is oue Frenchman engaged in flehing. The

principal fish sought at that point are perch and floulldeni, which are dried by the Chinese and

Indians. Probably tills French fisherman joins them in their work.
On the Columbia River, Oregon, engaged in the salmon fisher,y, there anJ 200 Frenchmen, and

on the Sacramento and other salmon rivers there are about 50 more "Frenchmen.

25. SOUTHERN EUROPEAN FISHEUEN OF SAN FBAJJCISCO.

A writer in the San Francisco Bulletin in Mayor June, 1875, thus de~cribed t.he European

fisherltlen of that city:
"Their dark faces and sanguinary shirts, their hall-rae voices, and,l'tbove all, their picturesqne

latoon sails have a decided fiavor in them of foreign waters. In fant, almOllt to a man. at some time
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they have sailed or fislled upon the Mediterranean. They are mostly lta.Iiaus, but among them
arc Portuguet-ic l Sia vOJliau ~l Greek!:\, anll Austrians. They all understand and can convcrse ill

Italian. Althongh lUauy of thew belong- to benevoJent societies pertaining to their ditJ'erent race'll
tlJt\y af(; all hOll1ld t(,/.;'etut'r in what might. be called the Fishermen's Union. It is a protective
association. Each boat has CCl'taiJl right;.; and privileges not to be infringed npon by otbers. :Eacb

Hlall COlJtribules towanl a COlllllJOn fuud for the purpose of protecting the fishermcu's interests, and

to aid the families of deceased l1lemben;. Toe association has regular attorneys, wlto are supposed

to look after its interests. 'l'lw,Y h;l\'t~ a place of medillg at No, 32 Olay street, called the l~isber­

lllell'S Ronse. Here is a eht:'ap I'CfStulll'ant, where the single fishermen board, all indispensable bar,

ean] tahles, a billiard hble, and a H,w bed;" 'Yben allYthing unusual oceur" among them they
;lSSCW1,le ht"l'e a lHl 1101 <l a gr':llHl pow· pow.

"Tht:n~ an~ a1JUut t.wo hundred boat,s alld nearly 1,000 IUel! eugaged in the business. The

gnmt llllluhm' of their boats 1I0W lie in a »lip near the Front-street wharf, their old place at the foot

o!' (~Iax street, having heen rel.Jl:'Iltly i mprovetl for lL ste;UUOI" lauding. l~ach boat pays $1 per wook
liH' wlwl'f;lg'e, Tlle!r l'rcl;cnt I]uarters ~mtil>fie8 them ,ery well now, bllt the;y are fearful that the

wintel' uortlH'J's sweepill/,:' in from th(~ Goldt'.Jl Gate wil-l destro.r their boats. l'heir attomeyr; arc

t'udeanlriug 1,0 ha\'c their qua,rlel's iwproved. l\lans of the fishermen are married and have fam­

iIi e" lJl'.I't', un t til C illajori t..r are ,'Ii II gle men, Wlio in tend some ti me to return to their native COUll troY,

of eOlll',;e, l'ieh. TIll' marl'iml wen live Oil Tph~graph liill, ill bOlll'lel'l perelled like gulls' lIests 011 the
ltdl-!:1..t t,,.; allovo the wat~-J'. 'rhe h,)Us('/o!, thOllgL smaIJ: are kept very neat. The fishermen's wiveI';

are n<;nH.lly bright.-eyml, little Haliau \Vowell, hn t somo have heeome cosmopolitan in their tastes
am] tal,IJll to wife wlllltevcr ofl'emd it1iclf. 'rho boats, as it general tIling, make one fislLing trip pN'

day, :llld the profit" pel' boat are from $10 to $30, and even $100 is sometimes realized from a
single trip.

"Abont fort...· hoatH are engaged in fishing withont the bay, and go ail far u::; the FarallonlJ
IslalHls. l'hese llOa.ts, of (~Ollrl:!t\, m:tk" Junger trips, and the receipts per trip, jf not the profit!'! pel'

day, an- gre:.t.ter. The hoat;; wl:icll ftsll ill tht~ hUJ UtiC the seine almos_t exclusively, but outside it
ii< l11>e,l hut litth" the hook t :tking- its plaee. TIlt' lllPH are very reckless, and their lateen sails are

often seell beating' agaillst a wiwJ WhOIl our pleasure yachts are glad to find a barboI'. It i" not
infrel]uen tJy th:tl. nrw of thgc boat.s sails out earl)" in the morning and never retUrJl8 nor i!i heard

from again. They are a very iudm;trious people; and some of them ,lI'C at work at all bours of the

day :lnd lJight. Some put out in the small hours of the morning and return at nigbtj others put

out in the evening aud return when the sun is well Ull. Sundays they mend their nets and rig
their boats. They are nearly all nominally Oatholics, but their religion does not interfere with
secular duties in the least. If you wish to see the whole set forget their English in an instant and

appear as inscrutable as the sphinx, go among thorn as a missional'Y and inquire a,s to their spiritual
condition. They make considerable money and live well. Macaroni, they find, is not an all·suffi"

dent in t,his elimate, aDd they take very kindly to pork and beef. As is usually the case with
fishermen, they have a great contempt for fish and never eat it when anything better is to be had.
They use a great deal of tobacco; chewing and smoking, and a great deal of liquor.

H Tiler are the heaviest" consumers of our California wines, although on extra ocCll8ioDs they
indulge in imported articles. In spite of this liberal nse of wine and whisky, one rarely Bees fl

drunkard or a noisy man amon~ them. Around the dock and upon the water they have 11 business­
like air and SSJT but lit.tle, but at the ftsherme~'1:lhouse they appear very different. At the latter
place they I'ue noiRy and merry amI often drunk. Few of them, except the masters of the larger
boats which cruise outside of tho bay l are citizens. The boat!! a.re registerod, and, according to
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Oll!' marit,ime lawK, it ill necessal'j' that the masters ;;llould he uaturalized whrll !lot natiYe titizens.

A few ,rt'fL1'8 ago, lwforn owners of boats thought wdl enongh of tll(> eOllllh)' (0 illJOpt if, fLf.; thril'

own, rather than be nat,uralized they would hirn SOllJl~ lazy Yan!{I.'p 01" I ri,,,IIIIl;l1l to 1~l'Uif;e witl! tlwm

aK'master.' 'I'hey paid as lJigb alii $100 per month, and all that waf; n'qnil'l'll of tIl{' fignrp,]wlul

W11i:\ to kl'ep (lut of the way ltnci fumish hi::l OW!) wlJi':\ky. Dut t.illW" !lave ullallgl·cl. 'flley have

fOllnd tJmt Ca,lifornia is not I'lueh a had pliwe after all, and the "uppl} or t"t:,al !Il;lsteJ'M is now t(jllal

tn the demand."

26. THE CHINESE FISHERMEN OF THE PACIFIC COAST.

FRO:;>,! :NOTES nv DAVID S.•TOUD.AN.

On t.!w Paeific coast, of the United St<tt\'s, <tnd Oil the l.mnk" (If ri V"er~ 011 whieh KallllOll tall­

neries al'lI {;"f,abliKLlIcl, tlwre M'P, :lllont 400U Cllinamf'n eug;lged in eakhiug fi:,;11 l or ill lish-dl'.....

ing and fish-eaulIiIlg. or tbis nnlllbel' ahout.in:; C1Jiu::ww!l fl.re Iiviug ill tlll' lIIaritime "(!lItll iI'S or

C~Iifnrllia and ,Vashingtoll Territor:,>" wIIHe Ow n'lllaiudel' are ('ugafi(~(l ill rhl' ,,;lIItJl'1l l,aIIJl{'l'J"iil,

proballJy lJ?t less than ~~OOO being elOplo;yed Oil tlw (Jo]nmbia Hiver, On-goon, HIlII allont 1:00 ~lJ tlw

S,II:nnrUl1I to awl other ,~ahuOll l'i \-en.;.

SAN Ih:EG-O COUNTY, CALIFOHN1A.-ltl Sall Die-go f:ouuty, CaJiliH'llia, arc tllil'ty-sl'well Chinese.

TIll')' set tleel ther" about Un; YllM J8;n,;( Jill by lhe Ilse of very fiUe-IlJ('i'hml SdllPS La \"(~ (lrivl'll out tll('

Italianti who were, there at, tLe time or tlH_,ir aclveuL Tlw} are divideu ill to eight I'(lmpaui('~, whir;jl

<tl'(, seaU",rerl along the clm"t between Sail Diego aud Cerros 1;:;]aull". At Sail Di('~q all till' th,lwr·

mell, excepting tilUr Allll'l'ieans awl their employes, an~ C!LiJOlllWIl. U pOll tht'ir anival t h,'.y \H'1I t

tn work at C:1telJillg th,ll, wlJieh tlHi,Y "altel1 and dried; Illest' OW,Y o:lliPVI~jl tu Chilla, tlU'il' lIwtllndH

of fishing being probably the same as thOSfl now iu use ill Chi n:l. They !,wek ('sl'!,(~ia]j,\" sh~'lterp(1

bays, wlJieh the•." sweep cleall with their Heineo;, usually cOlnmeneiug' ojll'l"ati(lllS ill the I'arl~- part

of the night. SOble of the Chinamen Ii \'c Qullt,,!y on tlleir boats, yj",il iug tupir h()Il"(~'" 011 laud pcr·

blllls OlJce a monO!. 'The upr;clting or tlwir junks· il'! a matter of frequPllt oecurrellce, tbe rcsult

uSllall~y being a redtwtiOlI hi tlJe !lumber of that partklllal' CO!OIl." to wIdell tlll.' junk bdollgl'd.

The Chinese take ri"ks ill stnrlll.Y weatlwr Wllidl no white mall ill till", rl'gi01I would llrl'um (}f takillg.

'rIw two colUlliell hen~ were ~'",talJJi8hed with a Hpeeial view to ti"lJillg"-olle at RO>;('YiIll' ill ls;S,

and the other in t.he town of l:3~tU Diego about, 1870. The latter eOllsi",t" of aLJilut a Ilozcn 1l("I1~I''',

arranged in t.wo rows, nearly at right angles to each ot.!w1', while ill dn,.;e pnnilllit,\' aI'l' Nt agnl\llt

pools, stands for dl)'ing fi"h, outhouses amI piles of rot/('lI tlil:ll, allli ,Il! lila IllWI' of II lIollliJl<l tiolls 1'1111

of tlfawling maggotll, all of widell tend to give the colon,\" an ext n'lne!~- Illll,ayor.\" OllOT. Tlw lH~ad

man of tile colony f"nrnishes the greater part of tlw flshillg' eal'ital, aud tlw fblu:TlIl1"ll rep<1'y llilll

out of the proceeds of their cat.cbes. The Chinese of the"e two COIOlli(',~ use· i>eilH's. impoj>(l'd froll!

China, about 300 by lU feet., with a ]·inch mellh. V'i'llen llew these arc worth ahout. $1lI0. Along'

the coast of this county a.re gat.herell, priucipaHy by the Chi()('f';,', nbout 700 tOtH'- of ahaIolll:'S.

:Worth of Cerl'Os Island the Ollinumcu 1111ve stripped the whole coao:i ,~r thie1 shell. Until htely tilE!

Mexican GuYe-rmnent paid 110 attentioll w the depredatiuns of the Chiumnen, l.mt now a. 1ie('u"~·

of $60 for each boat i.., charged upon all coming from the Unit.eu Statel:l in seurell of ahalones, aTlll

to Colltmt that tax a Mexica.n {lonsulatc has hcen est,tblished at San Diego. The origin of the

abalone business was as follows: '1'1111 Chinese ill Uhiml llr~' the flesh or Haljn/ix (or sOllle otllel'

related genus), and, finding that llnimal ill California, thes eOlumeneecl the sallle indu::ltry there

about the year 1873. Later, white Illelt began to gather up tlw i:lhel1s thrown uwuy by t.he Chin:l­

mell, and the use of them for ornaments soon created a demand for them. Thereupon the China·

• TlWI oo1ony in 1881 owned four large junks, besides throo emoller boa.tiI.
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men saved tlle sbells, amI for tllrec years or so the abalone-shell businem,; jms hren 1't'1:r exte111>il't'.
B.y the excessive WQl"kiug" of tllis illllnstrJ the abaloUl\8 han:l boon nearly cx:t.erJtlhJah~tlilJ all aCCW·1­

.'1ible place», :ond American 11e.'1lerl; now ship UlliJJalllcn to the neighboring i,;lano.'! difficuJt. of
access, reeeiviug in return the shells, the ChilJeSe retaining tbe. meat.

IjoS ANcmLl";; AND VEc.TllUA COlINl'IER, qALIFORNIA.-In Los Angeler:; County are about·

30 Chiuarnen, all of whom are engaged in (',ollecting abalones. They ship to San Fmnci,;eo

aunH:1Ily about 150 tOIl.'! of _..uel1s.

In Veutura Count.y, ai, J'oint Magitl, H mH('s south of Hueneme, is a colony of 6 Cl1inamen.
They Rettled UII"l'e in IS';7. Two of this number were reeentl;y drowned by the upsetting of a
junk.

At Sail Bllcnanmtura there aTe :t few Uhincse engaged in fishing from the whar"es.

SAN'fA BARBARA COUNTY. UALIFORNIA.-There are about 25 Chinamen in Santa Barbara

County engaged in fishing. At Goleta there is a part.,y ()f 3 employed in fishing with the seine.
Man): colonics of Uhiuameu are transported to t.he neighboring islands in the schooner Surprise,

belonging to Rogers Brothers) for thfl purpose of collecting" abalones, th(·, meat from which they

salt, dry, and Hltip to China, paying for their transportation t.o and from the islands with shells.

On the Santa Cruz Islands ll'l great a quantity a,8 50,000 pounds of fish have be('ll caught in a

season by Cbinampn.
SAN LCIC! OBISPO COVNTY, CALIFORNIA.-At. Port Harford, San Luis Obispo County, there

is a colony of oS ChillalIJell 1 6'Illen and ~ women, and at San Simeon and other places there are

flO Chinamen engaged in collecting abalones, the Abells of which they ship to San Francisco,

retaining" the mea.t for shipment as food.

l'tIONTEREY COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.-There arc two extensive colonies in Monterey County,
one at P('~e;HI('ro, Hwother at Pnnta. AIOlJCR. 'l'he colony itt the former plaee, which is in the

Ilort1Jwe~t, cOI'lwr of Oarllwlo Bay, W,t!; PAtablished in 1868, and is composed of 40 Ilersons, living

in eight hOU'!(1A. A eOllsillprable proportion of these are fishermen. The others attend to bouse·

work and to flrying and prt'IHt1'ill~ the fil';b. They UIlC boats built by themselve8, obtaining at
Soquel anchovies for bait.

Spaniarthl, wbo never til:\U, arc hired to cart the fish from the boats to the drying shores and,

again, wben dry :md Ilrepared, to the point of shipment.

The co10ll)" at Pllntl~ ",l101WS, which is Il mile and a half west of Monterey, settled there in

1864 and consist" of 25 fishermen. This is a somewhat larger colony than tbe one at Pescadero.

Some of the women herl' go fishing v.'ith the men. Others sta;y at home and dress the fish~ which

operation is aided by a heav.y hatchet-like knife. One of the Ohinamen at Punta Alolles ill an
American citi7.en nllt'l ~pea.kl1 Buglish well. OtberR have been howl cooks. This colony compares

iiworably with any other 011 the COI\8t. They ship daily to San Francilmo, in nne weather, froIll

200 to 800 pOUTldl;; of /ish. The members of thi~ colony, as well as t.hose at Pescadero, dr,Y and

slJip to China an unknown quantH,y of abalone meat and sell the shells. At certain aeasons they
also dl'y many tons of different devil-fish, squids, &c.

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY, CALIFORNIA..-Between Soquel and Aptos, Santa Cruz County, h~ It

large cololl,\' ofCbinese. There are about 50 of them, all men and all engaged in fishing. They ship

to San Francisco and to San Jose direct, especially in SUlumer. Those not so shipped are sent

to Soquel, whence they am taken to San FranciscA) by steamer. The Soquel fishermen make great

cOlllplaint of the violation of the fish la.ws by the Chinese,- as the latter use fine-meshed seme8 a.1~

take large quantities of young fiOUDdet"li and 8had, which a.re never returned to the watt'r, tbc
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Chinese caring nothing for the future fislH'ries. These tisl! arc either salted and dried, or aM left

to spoil on the beach. The wa~te i~ said to be CIHll'lnous.

SAN :\[A'FF,O ANn RAN VRANCTSCO COUNTms, CALIF'ORNIA.-Iu the tOWIl of San .l\'1ateo is a

compally 01' 7 Chinamen. They fish wit,II seines and Hhip their tii'\h to Sail FrHllChwo or lll'thlle

• t,hem frellh in t.he lwighborllOm1.

In San FranciRco County the Chincse fishermen deyote their a!t€utioll to catcbing sllrimp

with purHc-uets. 'Vith the shrimp Rlllall Jish of ot11("r spedes are taken and aflerwal'd.~ ,,,alted amI

dried. At Bay View there is a Chinese colony cOll~istillgof about. 24 lllf'll, who, with a huudred

seines fwd eh'vl;m junk.~, arc engagl~d ill .'llJrimping. There 101 anothrr cololl,\' of ] 0 Chinamen 2

miles fa.rtber south. The ClainameJl arrange tIl(' In,rgc 8ltrilllp~ after I"emo,iug the carapace, on

two st.il\ks of mme placed lmrallel t{J ead.! other; these stil~k~ pas"illg through the Hesh nf the

shrimp. Thesl\ tbey sell for 30 cents per ponnd. Others are 80ltl with tile carapace and legs

relllove{l, simpJ...' as meats. The total catch -of O1hrilllP amI pntwll for thi" couuty is estimated at

30,000 pounds.

III former sears the ChinaflH'1l in Sa~ Francisco Uount~ were accustomrd to eat shark fius,

110tll fresh am} dried, which wen' hJ them estl:'emetl It gn'at d(\Jil"u·X. The ('!lUre hm,illes~ of

8hrimpillg wal> then in tho hamls of t.he Chillese. '1'IJell' opNatiom, extended frmll Mare hland to

Ang;:! Isll1nll. Tho hulk of the shrimp eanght hy Hw CLtili(>se with t,heir une- ltlPSlll'd IJets was

.-hipJled to China ill RacklS. Longe quanti riel; of shrimp W{'W !:>old alllo to oylder dealc!"s in San

F'rallciseo who~ after boiling them, would fwt tlWllI before their eUlSblllH:,rK whil.~,t waiting for oyste1'01,

thllf; to tl'mpol'lui1y satis(y their appet,ites. The slwlls of the shrimp were shipped by Chinumen

to China, who paid to thc OWlleTK of tllrir fisb1ng-grouud" a tax nf from 50 cpnts to $1 a mouth.

They also used to catch stllrgenll, from whose backbone they would llUll with a hook the inside

nerve; this, which resem 111£'01 a pie{~e of macaroni amI is nearly;) feet long, i01 dried and sJlipped to

Ohina as a rare tid· hit for the epicures_
In 1876 the ltalian FilSherrneu'8 Unioll of Sail Frafl(~isen :tddl"Cssed a Iett-er to one of the State

Renators, the main ohjl~ct,of which wa.:,; to direct attention to the ruinous methods employed ill fishing

h~' the Ohinese, their total tli"reganl of the size of the fish lhry caught, aud their waste of all tlw

st.urgeon they took, excepting tIlt' oue nerve in tlw hack ahove mferred to. Tbey fished so exces·

sively that often they woultl ship to China w, much lHl $12,000 worth of shrimp and dried fish per

month. The Italians, therefore, asked that; the Chinese fishermen be compelled to adopt a system

less destrUlltive.
ALAMEDA. COUNTY, CALIFOR1<lA.-In Alameaa County there were established in 1870 CLtitl(~fle

fishing colonies which are now deserted. These Jislleries wl'rc principalJ,\' lor the eapture of Rmelt

and. herring from the wharf, which they Cotrrietl Oil by the aid of v~wy fine square lletfl, from which

not even the very smallest millllOWl' could escape. They would drop their llet ahout ever...' twenty

minutes; when bauled up, a hoat would be pushed out UlHler the net, and the contents of the net

dumped int-o the boat. ThouSUIHls were thus taken en~ry day.
MARIN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.-"Near Point San Pedro, l\farin County, there are two colonieg

of Chinese, nnmbering in all about 112 persons, who fisb for -shrimp. 1'hese they ship to Sail

I<'rancisco, after having dried them on tlle hillsides and thresbNl them, in Chinese st,yle, in order

to separate the hull from the meat.
As will have been noticed, the peeuliarity i u tb e coust,ruction of the nets used by fhe Ch inamen

is that the meshes are extremely fine, the end in view being the capture of all fish, large and arnall,

young and old; and many complaints have been made regllol'dhlg their use of this st,yIe of nett

es,peoill.Ily by the fishermen at Soquel, Santa Cruz County.

. ",·c:
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AVARICE OF CHINESE FlSHERMBC",-"'ith a view to illustrate the extreme llvarice of the
Ohinese tisbermen, flS shown by their exclusive U!HI of Vel)' fine-mc."hed llel'81 it rna,)' De stated here
tllat the Mexican Government has fonnd it; necessar.." to station a eomml at San Diego who is
iust-runted to charge every boat {Iomillg' ill search of abalones too per aunum, tbeir depredatiol1f; •
ill this fillhery IH1>ing bet:n so extellRiw~ as to almost exterminate the species.

SURP·FISHING.-Thc l)ceuliar method of Rurf-fishing a,t, Punta Alones l'tlld Pescadero in vogue

amongst the Chinamen is one eutirels unknown to American fishermen, ami is deseribed by Pro­
fessor Jordan, as follow.\;: HAt PUllta Aloncs and l'escadero the Chinese fish(,l11len carryon Ho

fisherj' for the capture of I'urf·fisb [Embiofoca la,leraU8, I)a1l1alichthys 'vacca, &c.]; BIllI their tn(ltllOds.,

being cbaracteri8ticall.r orienta,l, fire of mnch iutcrest to a stranger. Tho gill-nets are placed
among the kdp·coYercd roeks; Ilot far frolll p,llOre, and the boat, goos around among the nets to

frighten the fish infO them. The old IlJan plies the oat', sculling the boat. The young man stanus

in the. hOW, with a long Imlc1 whieh he throws into the water at such all angle that. it L'Ctn1'llS to
him. The woman sits in the middle of the boat1 with the haby strapped on her back. She is
armed with two drum-stinks; with which sho keeps up an internal racket h.y lJammerillg Oil the

seat in front of bel'. This is supposed to fi.'igllttllI the fish so that they frallticall,}' ))lunge into the
n€ts. Occasiona.]l~· this is varied by the womau taking the oar and the old mlln the drum·l.,tieks."

SHRIMP AND ABALONE 1,'ISlIERIES,-Thn principlll fisbing hIduslries E'llgagl,d ill by the
Chinese are tho capture awl preparat,ion of Sll ['impt; and abalones. The greatet' part of thf\ shrimp
are dried, threshed, awl sent. to market. The hulls ;l,re shippe-d to Ohina and sold at $20 a ron for
manure. 'Ihey llr(1 considered Uj' the Chinese to he an excellent fertilizer.

A minor occupation of t.lIe Ohin~se is that of collecting seaweed.
A colon,,"' of Chinamell~ numbering perhavs twcllty,fivc fIlen, is Ioeated at San Pablo, llcar thl'

moutl) of the Sacramento Hiver, on the ba,j' southwest of San Pablo, Thb,}" are engaged in shrimp

fisbing, their methorlr; being the saille as thosc emplo,}'cd by the Chinamen about San Francisco.

FISHERMEN'S no-usEs.-Tlw houses of the Ohinese colony at Roseville, San Diego, nUluDeI'

about ten. They-are low, unpainted, dirty-looking buildings, an dare 8urrounded by hen-coops,

whose occupants are fed, to a great extent, upon the small fish which the Chinese capture in their
fine'meshed 80ine8.

CHARACT};RISTlCS OF CALIFORNIAN CHlNESE.-lt is noteworthy that the Chinese, perhaps
ill mistrust of their OWII race, never consign their flsh to Ohinese dealers in the cit-ies, preferring
to transact bm,iness with the Americans.

A writer in the Sail Francisco V"'eekl~- Bulletin of January 27, 1871, says of the Ohinese fish·
ermeu of Oalifornia:

"Tbe'Ohinese fishennan in Ohina is very different from the Chinese fisherman of Oalifornia

a.nd far alJove him in equipments, habits, and scale of work. Oonfident of his seamanship and skill

lie dashes around in hill lateen-sailed juuk ill a :rookless manner, and in hours of NJcreation indulges

his fllndllesB for gambling, while the latter tugs )lainfullyat the oar and finds his brother fisher­
men too poor ro gamble with him. The Chinaman is a good sailor in his native craft, but in other

vessels, when difficult duiies are to bc performed, needs some one to direct him constantly.

"On the southern bank, at the entJ.'ance of tbe San Antonio Oreek, is a small Chinese settle­

ment, consisting of some dozen wooden honses, called Ohina Point. The sbores of the creek are
covered with smelt a.nd herring, dryIng in the sun preparatory to being compressed inro compact
oales to be sbipped away j the nets, pa.tched and old, are lying around everywhere drying in the
SlIll, and the whole is dirt)-', filthy, a.nd ill,smelling.

''-The fisherman's boQt is: a long, unWieldy, o)umBily-oonstrueted craft, with heavy, ill.sha.ped
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oars. They are. not shipped in double rowlocks after the American method, but work on a 8ingle

pin which pasBes through the loom of the oar. 'With the' nets pil(\d up in tiJe stern, and th~ crew
at their places, the cockswain, using a large steering·oar, guides the boat to tht~ long fiats of tbe
Oakland and Alameda shores, tht) principal fisbing grounds, where the shoall:' of smelt aml her­

rillg, which abounrl here at high water, are encircled by the nets. Stational',\' net-I:! and spine" are
also uBed-one to la;v all night, or for some hours, amI the other for immt'diatt< amI actin', work.
At, sunset, after drawing the neb;, tiles row hOllJe and spread the cllt(jh IHl the shore~ I'('ady for

the next da;r's drying. The jDnrJleJ home is accompanied b;y a song, if the catch has been It largt~

one, or only a grunt, if poor.
"The shorel:l of Isla,y Creek are the choice of t.he. Chinese fishermen who liw\ Oil the SaIl Fran·

cisco sidB of the bay. Chlmo;, 8I11Clt, and shrimp constitute their c<ltch at IIIW tide, :lJld tbeir man·
IH'I' of llrocuring the former iEl extremel,Y remarkable. Either a long plank or tell ;;,quare piece;; (If

wood are planed under the fel:'.t, :md using tlWlIl iu the same manuel' as SJllIw.!,dIOl'!i tIle fif\henn:ul

makes very fair time over tlIP mud. His basket, 01' light boat is pushed along to rceei VI' the slll'Jl­

fish as he pick8 them up, and ul\fore the tide baH quit falling his shrimll-net tIoes good service.

Their cabiuB border OIl the creek, ami have the "arne charaetcristicl:l, though perhaps OJ] a la:rgcr

8eale, as their fellows at the entrance to the San Antouio. But in addition to pI'('paring figh for

transportation to China, they supply, in a great measnrtl l the market ill tllC Chinese quarter, but
their fi8hing ground lIas not the 8awe 8ize or quality of smelt tIUlt arc foullt! over the fiat.s Oll tht\

other side." oil-

CHINESE IN WASIDNG'I'ON TERRI'l'ORy.-lll V\TalllJingWn Tl\rritory there are thirt;y·tbree

Ohiuameu engaged in fishiug. About Cape Flatt,ers and Quartermaf',h~r'ii Harbor them are
twelve; near Port Madi~oll there arc fifteen engaged ill dryiIl:;!' fish. They also buy from the
Indians. Especial .'aluc is set upon flounders,. but. salmon m'e held hy them jn SllllllJ cJ>teeill. At

Port Gamble and Ludlow there are six Chinameu who oecup.y t,lieir time in fishing from th('\

wharves. The;y catch a large quantity of do~flsh.
CHINESE IN THE SALMON CANNERI);;S OF OREc-ON.-On the Columbia River, 01'eg'on, aoS many

as three thousand Chinamen are cllgaged in the /lalmon canneries,
After the saJmon have been throwll iutu alJeap on the wharf; the Ohinamell (lut off the heads,

tails, and fln8, and remove the viscera. Some Chinamfm become so expert at tbi" branch of the
work that they ClUJ thus clean ],700 fish pel' day. After tllt~ fish have been wa!3hed and cut into

sections the;y are split into three pieces by the Chinamen, OIle piece being largf\ enough to fill a

can, the others smaller. These fra.gments are placed on tables, I't whieh the Ohinamen stand
ready to pack them. Other Chinamen put on the covers, while yet others soiller them, where thi8

operation is not done by machinery.
The Chinese thus do the bulk of the work at the sa,lmon canneriel'i. The supervisors, foremen,

and book.keepers are, however, white men. The fisiJ,cutters, if expert, receive from $40 t<l $45 per

month. The majority receive $1 per day of eleven hours, and work as required; that is, lea,ving
,--- --------~--,------------ -'.-.

• WORI!Il 'l'HAR SIl.t.-LWNs.-Ollr legislature has attempted to protect the tlll1mon in our rivel'll by repealiug the
Jaw protecting seale. It is lWIe"!'tOO. that the llflalB destroy the salmon which come down annuaJly from the upper riveTll
to salt water. This may be true, but opiDiona o.re con1licting. However that may be, there is an enemy to the Kalman
far more da.ngerous than the round..eyed 8eoJ aDd that is the bllay Chinaman. Only a few days SiUM ~'e watched
the modlUllperllftdi of eatching flah in our San Joaquin. Two Chinese junb, or sc.ho01leI'll, appeal'ed in the rivet, each
holding an end of a remarkably fine not. The OOhOOnOM theusepa.rate and ..weep the wawra witb tho net to tho shore.
Fi8h of nil aite8 are thUII caught, llnd none, not the 8malleBt ijalmon trout, are ever return6d to the wa.ter. ThO!le too
"mal] for ma.rket are thrown on the l'Ihore or fed to poultry. It is said by thoee familiar with the Chinaman'a mode of
bhiu/iC that thell6 fl.ne netll IllaTa no young aaJulon behind, and are far greater ene!lliC8 to their propagatiOl\ than
8Eoa.le.-[Autiooh Ledger, California, July 6, 1876. . ....,
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nud eorning at ally hour that lUay he set, time during which they are actually at work alone being
COllutrd. Xo oth~'r rllee of people could work at such rates and UpOl! such terms as these, and in
tbp present state oj' thillgs but for Chille8e labor tIlP canneries mU8t needs bc closed. They come

ill April amI h,llYl) ill Augu,;t, find ycry few return. They are -employed directly and without the

aid of any agent. The Cilinei'it', as a rule, work YeI''y faitlJfull~'. TheJ-' are never engaged in any
dnmk(·Jl riot, and their worl> is Ullifol'lll. OJI the other hand, they are not de'\'oted to their

emplayers. 1f dissati"fied, "they IIrc the hardest class in the world to lJl anage." :.rhe.y would

"use a l,niff' for two ccnts." If their pay should exceed a day's indehtednes~l they would _ery
proballly resort to timl, mean work. They are in,eteratt\ gamblers, and their wages l as earned,
go from one to aIwj]u:"r to pay t.rleir gaming debts. A Chinaman dare not fish in the Columbia, it
beillg HlJ lllldrrstood tllillg that lie wnuld die for hi" sIwrt,. Ther are onl~' tolerated becauf\e the.y

will work for t'llch low wage". I~ach cannery employs from one bundred to two hundred Chinamen.

27. MISCELLANEOUS FISHERMEN OF THE 1"ACIFIC COAST.

Th(\rc are fift)' Siavonians on the Pacifie coast of the United States, employed as fishermen.

The.}' all live in San Franci8co.
In Los AllgeJes County, California, there is one Chilian fisherman. In the same county one

Irishman il'i engaged in fishing.

In Santa CrttZ CouJtty~ at Soquel, there are fOUl' German fishermen.
At New Tacoma, "\Vashillf,rton Territory, there is one negro fisherman.

28. THE ARCTIC WHALEMEN OF SAN FRANCISCO.

Professor Jorclau says, concerning t,lH'l men on tht' Arctic whaling f!e,ct, that the crews of aU

the Y{,!'os!;'ls, whether owned ]~ast. or on the Pa(\illc coast l arc lUade up in San Francisco. The offi·

cers are usually ..\.1rlerican, but there arc very few American foremast hands. When an American

ships hl!fore the mast, be seldom stay:,; there long; lie either g'ets aft or leaves disgusted. Portu­

gnese~ ScandinaYiall8, and Germans form the bulk of the crew, and are all very hardy, and like

the hU8iness. Now and then an Irishman is ill\'eigled into the service by the boarding-hollse

keepers; but Irishmen are never at 110me OIl a whaler.

29. THE FISHERMEN OF THE COLUMlIIA RIVER.

There are upward!'o of 2,500 men engaged in salmon fishing OIl the Lower Columbia; about
ha,!f (If th('tr! i.u A~toria, the rest at the other cannery rowm,. A few of them, not one-tenth, live
permanently in the towns where employml; the rest eome from the interior, from San Francisco,

and from the crews of various vessels along the coast. The;\' come to the Columbia in April and

le~l\:~ in AllgU~tl periJa.p... )}O~ balf of them returning the' next :rear. Some of them, especia.]Jy

SNmdinavians, Qwn 8mall farm% in the interim lJf Ore,goo and Washington. Many ofthe Italians
allll u-reeks fish in San Franei"co Bay when not upou the Oolumbia.

As to nationalities, exact information is una.ttainable. Looking OYer various lists of nllmes and
making illquirit'j;\ indicate the preponderance of SCl1ndimwiaus and ltalialls, with Gr('eks, French,

:FinllS, Irish, lind a few Americans. No Chinamen are emplo,yed in thii'J fishery, though they work

in the canneries. 'fhere are very few Indian fishermen on the Lower Columbia, none of them of

pure blood.
Abont. one-third of the mel) are murried, and two·thirds of these, chiefly Scandinaviang anti
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FillllS, lead sober, industrious lives; the rest are, as it whole, a. reekles" awl impl'o,"ideut. set of

men, spending their money as fast as earlH"d upon drink amI prostitutclI. Tbe proprit'lor of a "divc"

in Astoria is !laid to have begulL Il short time ",illce wit.h lJotbillg', am] to be IW\, worth $:m,oo(J, his

cstabli;;ilment boing elJiefly fn'(IlU'nted hy fishenucH. Many have !JOt. elJough Idt ;It the end of tile

~ea8on to pay tueir debts and to gd away. .Mall} of them, thl:'rt'fol'f.', lean' tli")r dt'lJts ull})a](l.

Most of the mcn board ill various establislllllCllt" fit tell up lI" fi"benUCll'f\ boanHllg·houF,cs,

'rhese are of many grades, tlle usualI'ati~ being $5 per '...·eek.

The few fishermen who can read perusc eLiefly tile Police Gazettl' alJ(I similar pubJicat,iollk,

the sale of which on the Pacific eoaflt is far grl~ater in proportion than Oil tlw Atlantic.

30. THE INDIAN FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST.

There are at present no IndiaTJ fi!>hermen employed on t.he coa!it of California, 111t1IOUgh eert.ailJ

hibes living inland, for im;tancc the McClond Indiall!,;, depcllCllargf'ly UpOlI tlle fi;;h,>ries for .'Suppmt,
Jordan has observed that 111 l:'arlieT times, befnI'e the l;eUleuH'llt of Cali1'nrnia by while men,

Ule Indians of tlle <loa.st mu!>t Lan' suhsisted I'll til>h to a vel'," large extent. SpilJn: of "I(rtrk:s fUlll

I'll,yS ll,re found among the Indian remai u.s on the Santa Barbara I8Ia]Jds~ and somt' aI'(' UJOught to

lm....e been used for fish-books. Fish·bon\\s are fouIHI ill the refuse lleaps of kitdH'lJ ]('H'vings on

Santa Cruz I"Iands, where t.he illbalJit311ts must lHW(' livpu ebiefly 1m jh;lles al1l1 lIlollu."k~. The

Santa Barbara. Islands give evidence of ha·...-ing been OIlCl', dcn:sely populated. Scarcely lllJ,Ything

eatable now grows a·Love tide marks.

At the present, time the Indian fishermen on the Pudtie com,t are an seated ill '\Vashington

'Territory and Oregon. There are about 380 of them scattered ill groUJlfl throughOllt thm:e reg-ions.

Two hundred Indians a·1'1' employed in the Oregon salmon fishery.
At New Tacoma" 'Va8h., are twenty llidiallii t>ngaged in fi ..hing tor dog-·fish, the oil of WIlicll

is relldered chiefly ill keWes.
At Steilacoom are about twenty IndiallS (SiwlJf;bes). They do not, to aJJJ· extellt, sell tlJeir fi8ll,

hut reserve them for their own consumption.
Near Seattle are thirt;v IIJdians who fish elJie:fiy for f;a,lmon-trout (Sah'dinuR), of wIlicl1 ihf''y

bring boat·loads almost dail~' int.o the town.
Twenty Indian :fishermen Imve been reeorded from Port Madison.

In the northeast part of tbe sound, at- Utsaladd'y, are twent;y Indians ellgaged itl salmon and

dog-fish :flailing.
Ten Indian ftabermen iiVI:' at Muekilteo.
At Port Gamble 8,rn twenty Indians (Siwashes) engaged in fishing f{lr d(J~tiIJl, and othel'Rlll~n

shaJ'ks. The oil is rendered bJ' putting the liYers into wooden troughs, llno which hot stones lire

thrown; finally the oil is drained off.
Near New Dungeness, on the way toward Cape Flattery, Ilre some ten Indians enga.ged in

fll:ihing for dog·fish.
At Neah Bay there is a ooDsiderabll! reElervation of about twent;y Indians, wlJo are exr.1nsiwly

engaged in fishing and sealing,

31. THE ll'CLOUD RIVER nrnIAXS OF CALIFORliIA,

(JonceIning the McCloud River Tmiiaus, who Are emphatically a race of fillhcl'men, Mr. IJiv­

ingswn Stone, of the UnitoP-d States Fish Commission, writes as follows:
" The Indians themselves are a good-featured, hardJ', but indolent race. I lonnd them always
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plea;;aut, gocnial, am] ;;ooiahle, though, like onler Imlians, very "NISi tive whtn their pride was

wounded, 'I'lll:'y at fint adoptl'd Ole pIau of onleri ll;! aU white mell out of their country, and wm'('

the 1:1;.:t of tIle t.:a,lifOI'llia Iudiall~ to ~'ip1l1 t(l the eueroadllllents of ei,·ilizatioll. Even now they

arc Ilot .'ilow to say to the whitt' straJlg-er, 'These anI Illy lalJ(l~/ and 'These are llly salmon'; hut

till' :,;tt'I'U eonseQl1t'llt~l'f\ of cOlltlier with tlJl' wldtes ha\'(, taugllt them to ab.!ltain from any violent

illdit:atioll of their rights, 'rhe,\' still always reVl~Jlgl~ :~ wrong iuflicted OIl tllem by tlJeir own

people, amI th~,t'm it a tlut,'- to a,VCIlgC the murder (If one of their kindred, hut I think the} am a well­

diliJwsed race IlY t1it1ure, alltl have lJO mali('" naturally in th(:,ir heartf\ towartl any OIle, and will

not, illjure anyone who (loes not fiI'"t illjllJ'P them, EverJ tine told me, bet'on~ my ulTi,-al and

dnring m~· lib) on HII' ,!\'ld']lIIHl, that tlle 1JJdiullB woul([ "teal every'thing that they could lay tbeir

haJuh; 011. J am glad llIal tlltli opportullity iii Hl't"orded me of 1wurillg tPf\timollY to tht', contrary,

Wllidl ] "'h,;b to do wry emphll tieally, ] wonlel trust .tlle l\1({iloud Illdian" with all,i-,tlliug', We

Il"c~ll to Ipa n' our t.hlllg'" ('VNy day around the hOUIWI lwd pv('u down Oll tilt' riVf'T-hank, 1'01' wl,do;

togetlH'T, wlwrt· tile IlHlialls (~onld ha\'f~ stolen them with J1el'ft~et safety, anl! w]len' !lwy would not

It" "(' remaillC.tltl.lllJlilllltefiinlIwhite1tian•.~Jiettlfwwnt.am] yet I do not kilO\\" of a single iIJ:,;taIl(~('

of' thdl of thl~ I'llJalle"t thiJlg' 011 tlleil part, during all our stay 01' two months among them. 011

1,11(' cOJlt,rary, ill one illlitaJlee, <Ill Illtlian travelel1 "ix miles OHe hoi dil,:; 10 n,tUl'll IlJt~ a W,ttcll.gllard,

wllieh Ill' fOUllt] in tilt' poeket of lJ gllrmcnt whieh I /lola him, aml whkll Ill' mig-hI, !Jan; kt'pt witL

Jlerj(~t;1 inJIHllIiiy. Ami OIl auotL{~r oeel!"ioll, 011 the arrival of' "om.. p;oJ<! eoiJl, wllen I hail reascm

to I'xl,ed an attrwk from 11'hik men, 1 ga'·e the gold to one of my IlJ(liall~, ami lolll IJinl t1mt, 1

d('pellllt:'tl Oil hilll to pWTl'et that aud me till morning. I ~lept !iClU!H1!y, alltl the next. TIlOl'Uillg' tIl('
tjlitllful Indian handl'tl Jllt~ lhe gold just Uti 1 gave it to Lim. 1 wish on t,he:;;e aeeollIltf\ In bl' V(,r.v

l~mJl"ajje ill silyillg thaI tIlP eIHI,rl,!'l:'N ag,tius!, tht:'SB IudiallN of 1J(~ing a race of 1.lJil',Vt'l'l1 an~ 1Illtrne

amI lHljuM.

,. '\Vith all rlH'ir g'oml tmit.~, however, IJIllnlel' (lid IlOt ~l;leJll to ha,ve the obnoxiol1N eLaracter

tllat it ha.'; <HIlOllg IlIore eulig-llWIH'd people. Almost evers )1cOloul1 IudiaJl Wt' III('.!; Lat.l killed OIW

01' ltIon' m!']), wIlitl' or H'd, ill tIre eOllrfie of hi:; life. hut it was mmally becauow they were goadpd

to it b.\- ll11gonomahle .kalousy or revellgl.'. It was not from motiyes of gain or e,lll."leless maliee.
•• TI!" l\!(·('.II'IH] Tlltlian;.; lin\ amI ;;Ieop ill the oven air in the Sllmmf'r. In rhe. rainy Sea."lOn

tltt')' huiltl wigwam~ or hut"! of driftwood aUI} dr~· hl~N, which they inhabit pret.t.r comfl'rtably

thl'OIl~11 tIlt' winkr. III the summer and fall Ow,\' [iv.~ mainly Oll tlH~ ."lal mOIl and trout which tlH'Y

!ipear. In tiw wint(~l" they Ji,c Oll tilt' salmon which tlH'Y catelJ and dry' in the fall j am1 011 aeOl'1Jli,

whielJ l!wy gatl1er in great quantities in till:' wood,,;. 'l'Ill'Y hUllt witll ho\\'>\ and arrow", with which

t.ht')" ol'ca!'lionally kill a hear, thoug-L a few of tlJe more enterprisiug' bave I'itleil. The,i-' trap a very

little, but. the ..aImon of the riH:'r an1 so ahunduut tlmt they arc lIot obliged to resort to lWTJting"

and trapping' at all, alld do not dn much of l"itller,

" I han~ writ.t-t'll thil" long aCCtmllt, of t.he )1 cOlolll1 R.iver Indians partly beea,lIse their presence

hen, if; :-;0 singularly eomlected with Uw ahtlll\lance of the salmon iu the S<wramento l{in~l', Had

whitt: men eOllle llere, and req uirt:d the salmon for food, this main artery of the supply s,vstem of

He riycl' would have heen stopped; or had wbite 1l1(\1l come and engaged in mill ing, as they Imve

done on tIJ(· Yulm aud Oil the Feather and American llivers, the spawning'b(~d8would have b('eIl

CO\·f'TI~(i with mud and ruined, a" iu those r]\'IO>rl\, and ill les!'; than three rear" the !'lulmolJ supply

of t,\Je Sat~ramt'ntowould ha:n; !!hown a vast th'emuRe. rrIle pr~sellce of the Indians, therefore. in ,,0

nlr a" it irnJlliel> the absence of the wbite8, it! the great protection of the supply of th('. Sacrament.O

salmon."
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NATIONALITY AND GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS.

32. THE FISHERMEN OF THE GREAT LAKES.

45

FROM NOTES BY LUnWIG KUMLIEJ>.

NATlONALITIES.-Vcry llla~IY natiollaIi ties arc represented aillong t.he fishermen of t.lJe Great
Lakes, nor is the diYerllity of origin confined to the tisherJlH'Il alone, for Jllan~· of He owners and

managers of the fisheries are (>f foreign hirth. Next to tlll' IHttin' Amcl'ieans, Geflnam~ and Cana­

aian·French pn·dollliuutt>. The SeandillllYiaJI Ilatiol!$ are also well represellted. III S(lIllC loealitips1

particularly at the west ellll of Luke Superior amI ill the vicinity of Sault de Ste. Marie, the Straits
of Mackinac, ami Sa,ginaw Ilfl,~·, Ulauy l~un', aIHI half-breed IJl(lians anl ')lllJlloYl~d. At Sault .1(\

Ste. Marie, Imlialls arc the }lrillcillul th;lIeruwll. III the majority of tlll' tOWllS the uatioualities are

vcr:,:' much mixed. A eatalog1H~ would indude Americans, Bnglish, Fnmell, G-t'fmallO<, NorwegialJs,

Swerl"s, Russialls, Pole~, Be1l!imlS, Swiss, Dnteh, Irish, and IndlHlls. At tlll' ea:st end of Lake

Ontario, Lowen,j', all are eitlJ(~r AmerieHnf', or Ualladiall·Ji'rcneh. In Green 13a;y the 8wedec; all;]

N orwegia us arfl Miid to bt; the Jll ost sueeessful ll;;;l!errllcll. ·W ith the Iu dhtnfl, fislJ i IIg i8, of {,(lUJ'f'l',

all hcreditar.y l'l'()fpsf>ioll, IHwded (10Wll from father 10 0:011. 'fhe WCHt€l'll portion of tIw lake

region hail beeu so recentl.v settled, and by /,\0 mall .... II ifferellt dasses lind natioualities, that ii, io.;

llighly probable that the father" awl graudfat.her<l of the llJajorlt;\' of the prescnt fisherme!l wm't'
I',ugaged in other occupatious. On the 1\'(\",t ghore of Lake :MichigHll, howeYcr, especially hpf,w('('!l

Porte am; :Mortes and 1\!anito'l'{oc, among the Frcnch-Canadiall<t fishiug: is hcrpdihH·Y. 'file hoys
begin to assist while yet llIert' d.lildren, and naturally beeome expert l>na.1l1J(-H and skillful

fi.."bermen. The fishermen at tlw cast enu of Lfl,ke Ontario/ about, Chaulllont, Saehett'i'; Harlwr,

and Heud.lfson !la.y, are said to lHI:n\ eorne ol'igillalI~' frOD! UOllllecticnt., where they had bel'll !ish·

ermell, anu were the fir8t to illtrodllCe IJ(Jllud awl traIl Hels.
IlEAL'.'H.-As a class the fh;berlllen are fltrong aud I'ohust, and well 8uill',d for their occupation.

Fi:-;hillg is considered a healthful pursuit in all respects, and, aside from t,lu' disaI>terll caused by

"Ionus, cOlldllcive to Ion g('.vit';j". Yery many of tIw better class of fisherm en are married, an d in

IlnlIll~rom. instanee:-; favored with remarkably large families.
DJSAf'l'l'lmf3.-'l'h('. sUlldell and violent storms whieh visit the lakes, particularJ.y ill fall, vause

many l:1(\r1ou8 disastflrH, resulting frequclltly ill los8 of life. The Illlll!l>er of 10SSI';;, ltowevf'I', i,o.;

!iInaller than oue would suppose at first thought" for it, must. lib takl'll into ('..oJl"id~I'a.tion that the

fishermen are expert seamen, amI calltit'u" withal, and tlmt as a rule their huat" are staueh and
seaworthy. During the last decade onI:,:' abont p.event;j··flve from all the lake to'wIlf~ have been

drowned. The ueayiest. los!:'es have occurred at Saint Jmmpll., near tbt\ head of Lake lIlichigan.

On t.he 29th of April, lS1.''i, eleVf'1l boah. were fishing far from shore, a light wind hlowing from

the Dortheast. Suddenly it yoorod to the northwest, and a violent squall struck HIe flel1t. Some of

the boats were returning homeward with all canvas up, and were unable to drop thl'ir Rails hefore

the storm struck them. Four w~nt down, carrying with tlwm eleyen fishermen. Few of tile fleet

real\hed shore in safety; Aome were driven upon the beach, many miles from t.heir harhor, ami
nearly aU sustainell some illjuIJ', besides the loss of nets, and !m.ils and other parts of apparatus
and rigging. From 1869 to 1876 twent.r·one liyea were lost in all. Thest\ disaster!>, togethel: with

the scarcity of fish and low priccl:!, have discouraged many fishermen ill tbis loeality, and they !.lave

left fishing to follow other occupations.
At Milwaukee as many as twenty fishermen have perislJed within If; yean;. They \'V,'re

accustomed to visit fishing grounds distant from fifteen to forty miles from shore, ill boats, fre­
quently remaining two days and nights. The sudden storms oftentimes bewildered them, especially
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wlu~rl cwen rrillg' ill the (larkueols of Hight" and their boatl::! were driven far out into the lake where

tlwy could not lin', or were cast lIpon a dangerous shore,
Fi,dllTIIlCJI an' sOllll'times dnlwllPd in "iuter while tisL iug ou tlw iee, eillwr tI.JI'OUgl.l careless­

lie"" ill apl'i'o:whijlJ; tll!' hole:;; wllich nrr llIade wlH'H t"ettiIJg' Hln]' hauliug lids, or in venturesome
t~Xlwditiollt'i on~r icc too thill to lleur Hwir weight, Olle mUll perililJel11l1U8 Ileal' B'l)'field, Lake
SUjlerior, ill 18,8, alill another ill ];-;,11 at tile GllllIslaml:;;, at the t'ntr;lIW(1 or Orrell Buy,

FnSHI"u "II.LAG,,:<;,-A i; a latge pl'OportiOli of th!:> fi~LerlllelJ live ill villagef; and cities whose

interest ill the ti"lwrk:;; is of minor importam:e, the~y dwell in houses in nowise ditren'llt from those
of the S:lIllf~ class of mell engaged in ot.h(T p\lrsuits, partake of the same food and comport them­

"el"eo: in ",<f;clltinlly Ow i'nml' maUller. In f;ome localiti~,s, however, titlhing is the only importalJl:
itldns(I',\-, alld ill tiles.' plncel:\ it ifl possible to trace some pecllliaritics in the character <llld slIr­

l'Olllldil!~s of the fisl.tel'men, Some such villages exis!; in Greim Bay, llartlfmlarly 011 the west
shore, north of Cedar ]{.iH'I', 'I'lli.' fishNfilCIl (IWf'lling hNe, as fl. I'ule, are well fitted for their oecll­

1,al ion, tf)mpl~rate and intllll;triolls. 'l'he gailJB of many, however, fot' tIle past fi Ye "'ear,,,, have been
Iiardly i;ulli';ient to support them, .llsli lmvlIJg beell scarC'j and prices low. Thl'lr houses, wbieh are
hard,\' (~omfortahle, aTe alwa:\'s huilt ne:tr the fislJery, dose to tbe beach. A fllW lJa·ve cleared
tiehls llf considerable extent arOU[H} their dwellings, lint t.he mujorH y have tilled onl.r ISl1ffieient

htlHI on whidJ to raise pot.atoes and some ot.ber Yegt\tahles. A few milt'S north of l\Ienominee tlw

mnlI lermi nutl's north ward, amI the only eommulliearion hy liJnll hetween t.he villages tIS hy an
impelfeetly IJlarke(j trail leading through all almost imp(metraule pine forelSt, COillmunication

\dth the Hnt-sid!' world ii< earried 011 eutjrel~- hJ' water. Tlie Menominee dealer!' send boats along

the shon' ('-\,pry day during tll(' ht'igbt of tllP l'eUSOIJ ;Llld goa tlwr U}I SHell fresh filSh alS the fisher­
luen Ina)' lnt\'(, ill}' !'iale. 'I'Ill',\' !Stop at eycr;y fh;ller,v and the lh;hernwll In'iug out, tlJeir fish in the

pomul boati', Tlw u:-:lt are weiglled and the dealer" give receillts ..tating the lllllllher of pounds,
tlie kiwl, alltl price, and at th(', llext trip bring lUll requi8ite amount of money. At tbese times the

:tisherillell "end to town for wuateyer supplies the~' need, receiving them Itt, t.Le Ilext visit of tbe
dea.lcrs' boati'.

At Ureen Bay City and the 81mthcrn end of Grecn Bay generally, many fishermen UJ'C well-to­
flo amI Heveral in very good circumstanceH. SOllie others, us one Illigbt (>,Xpl'ct, all UCOOUllt of tbe
variet.,\' of nationalitieH, are shiftless, alld seem to uave little tact, ill providing for their families.

LI mauy ca"es their gainH arc sufficiently large to enable them to live well if they but used judg·
went in eXllentlillg them. Nearl,}' all tbe fishermen are land-owners io som(l extent, Heveral pos­
liIel;siug valuable farms in addit.ivn to their fisheries.

At. Two RivCI'$, situated on the west shore of Lake Michigan, 011 the Green BllY peninsula, the
ti.o;hing poPUllttillll-nearl,,· all Frcnch·Uunadiuns-live in one locality at the mouth of the two

riverf;, fOl'IlIin/,r quite a eolon)', known ill tbe vicinity as "Canada." The men are apt to he

extru\'ag'allt during profitable s('asons, taking little thought for the future. It has heen stated

that, (I'; a t:hlf;~, the fishermen of this localit..y were formed:,' quite intem!lerate, but reoontlya
deci(led improvement has tulwn place ill this resIlect.

In t.h(\ Yicinity of the Straits of Mackinac the fishermen a,ro of all grade&, nationalities, and

conditions. 'rh(~ leu!lt induRtrious, perhaps, are the French gill-netterB. About two-thirds of them

har(~ly ~ucceed in gaining a Iiv'elibood. They sometimes allow their nets to remain in the wat.er

for seveml weeks untolwhed, Ih" fi$1l mmght in them becoming putrid. During seasons of plenty
t.llesl:', a-t> wdl as some ill other localities, are apt to indulge in extxavagl1nt hYing and comparative

idh'ueHs, retnrning wh(',n their means are expended, to activity and bumble living.

The fishermen of Huron arc generally considered a better elMS of men than the Lake Erie
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li;;hl'l'l\)t~ll, Tlw majOl'lt:f hllst' enteretl tb:~" 1ls11i.ng bl1sine-S1l at a matnre ~ge ami ,II'\:' lei;,; 1'd.~I;.\~lM

a1l(1 imjJrovicll'llt and mon, energetic and hardworkin;!. than in sonw ot,her 10ca.Iitil:'l>. Fishing- is

not uow 1JI'oSI'tlth',i on 8nnda;r ;IS it f(.rlllel'l~' was ill this vicinity.

CREDIT SYS'J.'EJl.-Tlw "yst'~1ll of credit, ulltil n'ti'lltly ill operal iou in llHllI,Y of till' ti"lling

10\\'11>;, llad a demoralizillg dleet arnOllg tIle fi"h"I'llll'll ami Inl to I-:tmeraJ fillalleial di"a"t"r IHllOlIg"

tLe out· fitters. It was eu"toUlaI'y for Ih(, e1lpitali"tJ,; to fUJ'Ilii;h the fisherlllt'JI wilh outfits a1l(1

lll'OYisioJH> on credit am] til ke pay ill tile /ish eaught. This "p;tem elJ(~OIll';I!-':,'(~il tlle tishermen

to t,llltraet large debt..., aud to live cxtranlg:mtl,\\ "lli1;' they eOlltinually 100ket1 fm'wanl to t,LI~

ti IlU' whell the eaptuI'l.l of fahlllou~ qUaIltiti(·s of lbh sLl.Ould relit',,!, t ilPlll of tht'ir irlllebteullPsi;.

'i'lw ollt·fittenl, Oil t.lw otLer haml, disenveretl iu tim (JOIIrSI' nf ti me thaI tlw ntillt' (If t hI' fi,.;h "ang'ht,

WilH frequently k~s th;J.n that. of trw Olilfits tll('~' fllrlli,.;lled, and w/;i11', ont or charity jin' t1w. fj"l!er.

men, who Wt'Te tlejJuntlcut npoll tl10m, or fhr laek of the knowleu;:::p Ill'e" ...sal'y to (,iilahlislJ a, hetter

,.;ystem, thp~' eontinul'd t,(] gi \'I' lI11liJuited cl't'diL, Ill:l,ny hl'came involn'd in 11naueia I II if1i(m!ties

which l'esultt'd ill utter ruin. .At, pn~:,;(~nt, liU"YH\r, exeept ill a few localities, dealer.~ will not takl'

lllleaught fisL in >;eeurity, and finances are in a lwHel' eOllditioll.

FINANCIAL I'H.Ol<'ITH.-H is a lmo.~t imjJossilJlt' to gatlwr any inforllJation in regard to tue

limHlCial proJitf; of iudiviilnal {isIWTIlH'lll exeppl of those who I"(~t:pi\'(' salarip.... III lJl(mr localities

Ilshing ii'; tllOtJ~ht 1.0 lw lw('muillg lef;s ami less profitable evcry .year, while in otherI'! the prtJlit" are

eotlsidered to he lal'gto'l' tLmu fOI'wt,rly. 'I'll(' opini(.ns I'xpressed, 11OWl'VI'r, llrt, hru;ed ,,0 largel,Y

1111011 till' SUl:m~ss or failnre of the iUllivilllwls [ul'nisltillg' UJeJD, rathel' than Ill)on ;111 average of till'

profits of all tlw fishcrit'.~ of ally ~iV(\fl loealil,y, thllt the,\' lllllst be taken wit.L allowaIw,'. ':\{(lH'­

m'er, flO few statemellts of the nJ.lllt' of the lake iislleries have. been JlU1;li.shed ill past yean; that

t,herc is llothing with which ttl ('()lIlpare the figure" ohtaim'd for tlle preSt'll1: l'eport. It HlUt:lt he

the work of t.he next eellsm~ to make !5ueh comparisons and to cletermine whetLer the 1<11,e fisheries

am increasing [II' deereasillg ill importuuce Hud profi1:<lblt~lle::;s. More ill regard 1,0 this subject will

be found jll the section of thill report which treats of the methcds of the fisheries.




