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14. TRE PACIFIC COAST FROM THE STRAITS OF FUCA TO LOWER CALIFORNIA.

}jxcept the salmon fisheries of the Sacrmnento awl tbe Columbia, and the ocean fishel'j(,f; in
tlH' immediate' neighborhood of Sall Francisco, the fisheries of the Pacific coast exist ou]y as

pOf;ilibilities. For the most part only shore·fishing on the smalleRt scale is done, alld no attempt
is made to discover off·shore banks, or to develop them when discovered. The present report
cau, therefore, only discuss the places where fishing is now actually carried Oil.

South of Mont~rey the entire coast is made up of alternations of rocky headlands (1'i1lcone8),
usually of sandstone, with long curves of sandy beaches, and is broken by occasional large and

,Illllall bays (esteros and lagunas). The immediate nei~hborhoodof the I;1I0re has almost always

it sand.r bottom, and is not "ery rich in either animal or vegetable life. Farther out: at varying
distances, is u belt of rock,}" bottolll, thickly conred with the great kelp (},[ac1'oClJstis pyri/era) ,

f\lHl beyond t,his there are occa13ional rocky reefs, usually continuous 'with the rillcolles on tlle
s]J()re and with the rock;}' islands, whieh have the same origin.

About these headlands and on the reefs some still-fisbing is done, mainl;}- for species of
rockfish (Sebasticldhys), and occasionall.y a gill-net is pnt dowlI. The best knowu of these reeff;
are about the islands of Santa Catalina and Anacapa, but theY doubtless exist around ,aU of the'
islands in this region, which are mostly sitnated at a distance of about twenty miles frum the shore.

The middle pitrts of the channels between are, ill summeL', the resorts of the large migratory fish,

which are caught in cOlls~derable llumlK'rs by trolling. Along ~he sands beaches f'eining is
practiced, and gill.nets of little depth are set to catch the common shore·fishes (largely surf·fish,
fOllCadors, and flounders). In tbe bars of sufficient size seining is lurge]y llUrsued, especially b.r
tbe Chinese. In some of the smaller bays the oil-shark (Gnleorhinus) breeds, and is taken hy

hook and line. Certain fishes (redtish, whiteOsh) are alRO taken in large llumb~rs b;y still·flfihing •
along the line of the kelp,

From Monterey to tho mouth of the (Jolumbia the eO!l8t is quire simillU', but it is in general
more rooky, with less sand, and presents an additional featnre in the existence of rivers of
considerable volume and more deeply indented bays. In all of these rivers there is a greater or

less rim of salmon in the fall, and in those fed h)' snow water, in the spring also; and in mallY
thege fish are taken for market purposes, in nearly every case by the use of gill-nets. The

number of rocky reefs 800mS to increase to tbe northWard, and the number of species inhabiting
them is greater, SO thll-t both in Monterey Bay and about the Farallone Islllnds haited trawl-liues
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are largely u",'u fo1' taking rockfish. In the bayl> seines are exten8i,ely used. 'l'rolling and
.'itill-1Is1Jillg' ill tlw kelp are little practiced, 'because the fishes caught in tbis way are mostly
soutLeTil in their range. netween the rocky headland of Point Reyes and the cutranc!) to the
GoldclJ Gat\'. is a long etretch of smooth sand,r bottom at a con;;idel'abhl depth. The bottom here
-'iwarlllS wit.h f101lllders, and a mode of fishing is purstl.ed analogous to the trawl·net fiBhing of
tlle .At,hmtk-tbe fishing of the Paranzella. This mode of fishing is doubtless possible outside
the kelp at many places along the coast, but the markets elsewhere are too small to make it

prolltaule, excepting on a few small reefs in the ntlighborllOod of the FarallollCS where rock·cou
:tbound, and at the mouth of MOllt~re~~n<tY; and, lJcj'ond this stretch of deep water now tis/Jed br

the Parallzella, ·we ean hardly say that any definite ofi"shore llshing·gtounds exist l50ntlt of tlle

Straits of Juan de Fu~a. Off the 1ll0utlJ of the Straits of r,'nca'l [tbout eiglJt miles nortlnrcst of
Cape Flattery, there is an extensive halibut bank, where the Indialls take halibut ill largB
numbers, alJd whicIt may SOW(I time become of importance to the whitE! peoplE!.

The el1annels among the islands in Puget Sound and to the northward are resorted to by

'logftsh (Squalu8), and the bass at certain seasons swal:m ,vitll horring. In Alaska many banks
frequented by halibut aDd cod doubtless exist, but thus far the only ones developed to allY

considerable extent are about the Shumagin Islands.




