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AIJPENDIX.

HISTORICAL REFERENCES TO THE FISHERIES OF NEW EKGLAXD.

1'HE FISHEHIES 0 F NEW HAMPSHIRE.
.~ brief statement of the eon.dition of the fisheries of this SLate in 1791 is given above on page 10c,. The following

addItIonal references from offiewl rl'eords aud hi"torie" show the development of the industr, durilJU 1110 past two
hundl'ed and fifty reill's: . '"

:FISlIING BY THE COLONISTS.

THE sBTTLEMENTS IX 1623.-" To ineludf\ the early inhahitants of New Hampshire with Puritaus," ,nites Sahine,
"and among refugees from religions persecutors, as some do. iA to degrade to mere fahle many of the best-authenti­
cated fa~ts in lJistory. The sole purpose of the first and {lfthe subsequent proprietors was to acquire wealth by lishing
and tradmg." In 162:1 several gentlemen merehants and otbers, belonging to Dristol, Exeter, Dordwster, Shrews­
uury, Plymouth, and other place9 in the west of England, formed an association und"r till' titl<' of " The Company
of Laconia." They olltaiued patents from the COIllH'J! of rl~'lJ1onth for the COlllltr~' hetween thB Merrimack and the
Kennebeek, and ba,ck to tlle Great Lakes aud tLe Saiut Lawrence. Being- encouraged by the colonj,;ts at Xew Pl~m­

onth, and the reports of fishermen who hnd made voyages "pOll tho coast" tLe,y sent over David Thompson, together
with Edwarli Hilton and 'William Hilton. who had heen fishmongers in London, andsollle others, prO\'i,led with the
nccessary tools and provisions and '\\'ith iJJstructi'1ll8 to estahlish a lishery.

The Hiltons set up their stages 8Om(\ distance a hove the month of the Piscata'lna, ncar tne p}'{'senf site {If Doyel'.
Another division about the same time estahlisheu themsl'l\'es Itt the place now call"d Odiorne's Point, where the..
built the first bouse aJl(l establishetl salt works, to pro\·ide salt i\,r curing- their fish. 1'1", site of this hon",' with
three or four thonsand acres of tlle surrOUnding laml was assigned to Capt. John ~IaROll, and the house took the
naIDe of "l\Iason HalL"

Odi()I'll(-~'S Point recch:~cd its llame frotH JOll11 Odiorne, ,,-Lo resich'd there :in 16nO, Hurl his tleSc-t·udan16 havf~

remained in that vidaitj' uutil the presell1. day. Tile pOilJt i~ near the moutlJ of the river and tore6 !l1ih'~ from the
present market squa,re. Certain]~' no llet-tel' locality eQuId have lH~eu selected for a fl.shhlg !':'tation, sinee here v"'as a
safe and fine harbor, aIllI a riYcr which was the hOUle of the snlmon. alewife, menbaden, and other varieties of t1"h,
while the hest of fishing' grounds for salt·wllter species were ill the bay elose by the mouth of the ri\·"r.

SO)!E EARLY SETTLERS.-'lr. \\'illialll Pepperell, ofConlwalI, and a Mr. Gibhons, from Topsham, in the we,,1. of
England, two respectable gentl"lllell, were alllong the first ~elilers ttL t he Shoals. For a year or two they carried
on the fishories at this place. They ,oon found it too Iimired for their view, and concluded to remove to SOfil", part
of the main. "To determine th,ml whither thp? should go they set up each a stick and len them to f"ll as Proddence
should direct. PeppeT0ll's fell northwest, Gibbens' fell trow:trcls tlle northeast. Each purwecl with enthusiasm the
course his stick I'ointed him, and the former established himself at the mouth of Pil5wtawa;r Hiver; the latter il5 s'lid
to navc obtained a grant of the tract sincc called Waldo Patent.

"Sir 'Villiam Pepperell, the cOlllmauder of the rue1l10ml,]e expedition against Lonishonrg, was the son of tl1115
William Pepperell As a merchant at Kittery, the oldest incorporated t(>,vn in Maine, ",here he was born, wllerll he
lived and died, aud where strang-ers are still SIWWll his large mansion·house amI his 10mb, he was personally C(ln­
cerne'l in the fisheries. He acqnired grt>at wcalth. The dignity of It baronet of Great Britain, an honor never before
}lOr since conferred on a native (If New England, was hestowed Ll reward of his military services; and not long pre­
vious to bis death he was creatcli a lientenalJt-geueml." 1 He died in 1759.

GROWTH OF THE COLONY.-The buihling 111' of the colony WI18 slow work, the colonists being ab90rbed entirely
in the fisheries and the fur trade. In 16:11 thero wore but three bonses in t.he settlement. Laeonia soon fell into the
hands of Mason and of Sir Ferdimmdo Gorges, one of his associates in tbe company. "Th0ir associates," c(>ntinlles
Sabine, "discouraged by the continual demamls upon them without returns for the cllpital invested, rclinquislwd their
shares. But Gorges and Mason did nothing to change the original desigus of the first patentees. They formed no
government; tbey merely employed men to fish and trade for them, withoDt erecting any tribunals whatever to pro­

t-ect their own interests or the rights of others.
"Finally, Laconia was divided into two colonies. T() Gorges was assigned, ill his own right, the region east of

I Coli. MJlBS, Rlst. Soc.; amI Report on the Principal Fisheries of the American Seas, by 1.0reobO Sahine, Washington, lS5~.
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678 GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

the Piscataqua, to which he gave the name of Maine; and to Mason the territory on the westerly side of that river,
which, in honor of the connty in which he lived in England, he called New Hampshire.

" Mason was bred a merChant, but became an officer iu the British navy, and in that capacity had resided at New­
fonndland as one of the governors of that island, of the description spoken of in the second part of this report. He
was, therefore, personally acquainted with the management of a fishery. .. .. ..

" The history of industry upon the sea, for the century and a halftbatNew Hampshire remained an English colony,
is brief and without e,ents of particular interest. In 1632 Mason wrote from London to his agent Gibbens, on the
Piscataqna, that' the adventurers here have been so discouraged by reason of John Gibb's ill dealing in his fIshing
voyage, as also by the small returns sent hither by Captain Neale, ],fro Herbert, or any of their factors, as that they
bave no desire to proceed any farther until Captain Neale come hither to confer with them, that, by conference with
him, the.r IIlay seLUe things in better urder.' Again, in the same letter he remarks that' we desire to have onr fish­
ermen increased, whereof we have written to Mr. Godfrey.' In J nly, 1633, Gibbens said, in a communication to
his emplnyers, that' for your fishing yon complain of Mr. Gibbs. A Londoner is not for fishing, neither is there any
amity betwixt the west-countrymen I and them. Bristol or Barnstable is very convenient for your fishing ships. It
is not enough to fit out our ships 10 fish, but they must be sure (God will) to be at their fishing place the beginning
of Febrnary, and not come to the land when other men have half their voyage.' The last letter is apparently a reply
to the first, amI botb SI,OW that, after ten years' experience, the fisnery WllS mana.ged without skill, and ati'orded no
11rolit" while the intimation of Gibbens, relative to the late alTival of hiil employer's ships, may be construed to mean
that English merchants sent Heir vessels to our coast in mid-winter.

"The colony was indeed in an nupromi8ing condition. For years afterwards there was but little chauge for the
bl,tter. The colonists neglected the soil, and the food necessary for their support was obtained in Virginia and
England. j Puscataway,' said the noted John Underhill, 'is a desirable place, and lies in the heart offitihiugj' and
such is the uniform account of tIle early chroniclers; bnt yet the capital invested there u;y the original patentees, ancl
by Gorges and Mason, was entirely lost. .. .. "

"The colony dep,mr1erl upon axes and saws, shallops and fishing-Jines, until necessity compelled a resort to HI/)
plow. Its first exports of corn were mid the desolations of the struggle that resulted in giving it the rank and
blessings of an independent State. " .. .. The trade of Portsmouth was of slow growth. The number of vessels
that entered tne port in 1681 was forty-nine; but some were of the burden of 10 tons, or mere hoats, and none were
larger than 150 tons; while the whole amonnt of impost or customs collecte.l was less than £62."

The following extract from the council records for 1682 shows of how little value the local fisheries were at
that time;

" Importation by stran~ers is of little value; ships commonly selling their cargoes in other governments, and if
t1Iey come bere, usually come empt,y to fill witb lumber; but if baply they are at any time loaded with fish it is
brought from other ports, there being none made in our province, nor likely to he, until His Majesty please to make
the south part of the Isles of Shoals part of this government, they Dot being at present under any."

THE FJSHElliES IN 1715.AND 1730.-"In lil5," says Sabine, .. Kittery, opposite to Portsmouth, in Maine, and the
seat of an extensive fishery, was made a port of entry in consequence of the improper duties and exactions (as was
alleged) which the government of New Hampshire demanded of the merchants and fishermen trading at the towns
on the Piscataqua. The difficulties which caused this measure seem to bave occasioned much excitement. .. * ..
.An answer was framed to inqllirips of'tlle Lords of Trade and Plantations, in 1730, which shows that the commerce
of Portsmouth was still small. Tile exports were stated to be 'nsh and lumber;' the number of vessels was only five,
of about; GOO tons in the aggregate; and the tonnage of vessels trading there, owned elsewhere, even less. 'The prov­
ince,' it was said, 'makes use of all sorts of British manufactures, amonnting to about £5,000 sterling annually,
which are hall principally from Bo~ton! 'The trade to other plantations' was to the' Carribbee Islands, whither we
send lumber and fish and receive in return rum, sugar, molasses, a.nd cotton; and as to trade to Europe it is t.o Spain
or Portugal, from whence our vessels bring home salt.'''

CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES IN 1791.

THE COD FISHEHY ON THE llA.."'IKS AND INSHORE.-Belknap, in his history ofRew Hampshire, thus describes the
fuheries of the State in 1791: ., The cod :fishery is carrie'I on either by boats or Bcbooners. The boats, in the winter
season, go out in the morning and return at night; in the spring and summer they do not return till they are filled.
The schoouers make three t.rips to the banks in a season. The first or spring fare prodnces Ilnge, thick fish, which,
after lleing properly salted and dried, is kept alterna.tely above and under ground till it becomes 80 mellow as to be
denominated dumb-fish. This fish, when boiled, is red, and is eaten genera.lly on Saturdays at the best tables in New
England.

"TIle fish of the slimmer and fall fares is divide<1 into two S()rts, the one caUed merchantable and the other Jamaica
fish. These sorts are white, thin, and less firm. 'l'he Jamaica fish is the smallest, thinnest, and most broken. The
former is exported to Europe, the latter to the We&t India Islands. The places where the cod fishery is chietly
attended to are the Isles of Shoals, New Castle, Rye, and Hampton; bnt all the towus adjoining the river are more or
less concerned in it. The boats employed in this fishery are of that light and swift kind called whale-boats. They
are rowed either with two or four oara and steered with another, and, being equally sharp at each end, move with the
utmost celerity on the surface of tIle ocean. Schooners are generally from 20 to 50 tons, and carry six or /leVen men

1 West-conntt'ymen of :England. Nearly all the il.shiDg vessels that eatJl.. to .America were from th.. w&St countiea.
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and one or two boys. When they make a tolerable fare, they bring home five or six hundred quintals offish, split,
salted, and stowed in bulk.

_ CUJUNG THE CATCH; FOREIGN TllADE.-"At their arrival the fish is rinsed ill Bait water, and spread on hurdles
composed of brusll, and raised on sta,k"s about tlnee or tour feet from the ground; these are called flakes. Here the
fish is dried in clear weather, and in foul weather it is put under cover. It oug-ht, never to he wet from the time thn1:
it is first spread till it is boiled for the table. Desides the fleshy parts of the cod, its Ii vel' is preserved in casks and
hoiled down to oil, which is used hy curriers of katber. The tongues and HOllUds are piekled in sUlall kegs, and make
a luxurious, viscid food. The heads are fat and juicy; lmt most of those which are caught at sea are thrown away.
Of those which are caught near home the greater part become the food of swine. '

"The fishery has not of late years been prosecuted with the s<J,me sl'irit as formerly. l'iftyor sixty years agl'
the shores of tbe rivers, creeks, and islands were covered with fish flakes; and soven or eight ships were loaded annu­
ally for Spain and Portugal, besides what was carried to the \Vest Indies. Afterward tllPV foulld it more eonveni('nt
to make the fish at Canseau, whidl was nearer to the banks. It was contiuued there at'great advantage till 1744,
when it was broken up by the :Freuch war. Aftor the peace it revived, but not in so great a degree as iJefore. Fish
Wall freqnently cured in the summer on the eastern sbores and islands, aUlI in spring 3nd full at home. Previou~]y t<>
the late revolution, the greater part of remittances to Europe was made by the fisheries, hut it has not yet recoverf',l
from the shock which it received by the war with Britain.

"It is, however, in the power of the Americans to make moro a,lvantage of th"" cod fishery than any of the Elll'll­
lwan nations. \Ve can fit out vessels at less expense, antI hy reason of the westerly wiuds, which prevail on our
coasts in February and March, they can go to the banks earlier in the season than the .Europeans and take th" best
fisb. 'Ve can dry it in a clearer air than the foggy shores of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. 'lYe eau supply every
necessary from among oursel,es, vessels, spars, sails, cordage, anehors, lines, hooks, aud llrovisions. Salt can be
imported from abroad cheaper than it ean be made at horne, if it he not too much loaded with duties. Men can
always be had to go on shares, which is l.y far the most profitable method, both to the employers and the fishermen.
'The fishing banks are un inexhaustible source of "eaIt,]l, and the fishing business is a most excellcnt nursery for
seamen. It therefore deserves every encouragement and iudulgence from an enlightened national legislature.

TESSEL BUILDING IN li91.-H Fishing schooners and whale-boats are often built at the llistance of two or three
miles from the water. .. • • Vessels of an huudred tons and npwards hl~ve been built at. tho distance of one or
two miles from the water and drawn 011 strong sledges of timber, on tho snow, by teams of two hundred oxen, amI
plaeed OD the ice of the rivers so as to float in the sIlring!' 1

XI';W CASTLE AND EXETER.

THE FISHERIES OF NEW CASTLE IN 1870.-The Portsmouth Cbronicle of August 10, sa;vs: \Ve are pleased te>
learn that the New Castle :fleet is doing" l,ig business this year, and that Harding and Doane are prospering to a very
gratifying degree. One of their craft, the Velocipede, not finding fish where the rest of the summer fleet were, stood
away to the southward, an unnsual thing to do so l:lte in the season, and soon took 200 barrels of Ill:wkerel in over
her rail9. and nearly every 'Vessel arriviug ]ands a good fare, schooner Pyrola, Moore, one of Messrs. Hardiug and
Doane'll Dshing fleet, arriving at New C",tle Monday evening, after an absence of ten weeks on Grand Bank, with 1,60C,
quintals of splendid fish on board. ThiB iB 3n immense catch, and the Pyrola claims the fishery champiomhip; we
think she baB won it, tbough, if we remember rightly, there was an old brig that once brought in 1,600 quintals of
dried cod, but that was the result of 11 long trip to Labrailor. Another of Messrs. H. and D.'s fine vessels, the schooner
\V. H. Y. Hackett, Robbins, arrived Tuesday, also from Grand Bank, with 1,200 quintals of fish."

EXETER IN 1792.-" Them was formerly at the f<llls in this town an alewife fishery, which afforded an abundant
supply of that kind of fish for the inhahitants of the town and vicinity. But for want of sluices in the dams, by yvhich
they might ascend the fresh river and gain proper places for spawning, they have for lUany years almost-disappeared.
There was also, till within thirty years, It good bass fishery through the whole course of the river. But vcry great
numbers having been imprudently, or rather, wantonly taken in. one season, they almost totaJIy left it. l:or several
years past they ha'Ve been retnrning to their old haunts, though III small numbers. Could people be restraIned from
taking them through the icc, it is thought tha,t, tho river might again be replenished with them and tho fishery
restored. The legislature has ]la.ssed an act for their preservation; but, through the inattention of th08e whose dut."
it is to guard the laws from violation, it is feared that the generous intention will be frnstr~ted: Laws of tbis kind
not dnl~' enforced serve only to favor the vicious and irregUlar at the expense of the conSClentlOus part, of the com­
munity. Three or four miles below tile falls are ta,ken a/ew oysters of a small size but good relish."·

PORTS~IOUTH,1770 TO 1870.

THE FISHERIES A....D FOREIGN TRADE FRO~I 1770 TO IB06.-Some refeI'ence to the early fisllf'~ies of Portsu:outh has
already been given in the review of the State. Toward the close of the last century a cOll~lderab]e fOIelgu tr~de
was developed. At the wharves were constantly seen vessels loading for the \Vest Indies, Spam, and other cou11trlCs,
large quantiti68 of flsh forming a great part of their cargoes. During the war of the revolution, when the hook and
line were temporarily laid Mide, a fieet of privateers was fitted out and soon heard from in various parts of the ,:o~1d.
The first privateers fitted out after the declaration of war were fr()m Portslllouth, and many of them were fishmg

'Belknap'. Rist. New Ramp.hire. llooton: .17112. 'Vol. Iii, pp.211-216.
'Coll M ..... mat.. Society. vol. iv. 1792, 18t .er,es, p, 95.
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vessels manned hy fishermpu. Until 1806, Fcrnalll's Island, containing sixty acres, and lying immediately opposite
the city, was extellsively used for the curing of li,Il. In that year it was purchased b.y the Government for $5,500 and
the Portsnwnth Navy.yax(l estotbIislled there.

Tlu; l'ORT&)!(,CTlJ WIXTER BSUERlES IN 1ii70.-The Gloucest~rTelegraphof March 2:3, 1870, says: "Thc 1'orts­
nlfllltlI tlsllt'ries em]>lol' ten n".s"l,. with forty small bonts and oue hundred lllen iII tne wiuter fisberies off tlmt harhor.
It. is cstirnatcrl t Ilo,t over a million ponnds of codfish ha-'e ueen lau(]e<1 at one wharf in Portsmouth during the past
winter. Keady $:W,OOO W()ttl, of fish have bl'eu soh! this season, mostly to dealers in Boston and New York. In and
ahout the h"r!>or there is now sunk over (j;~ miles of trawls, on which are Imng over g(j,OOO hooks. These hook~ are
haHe(l mostly with lJerrillg and sometimes with clams. The cost of 01lC baiting for this tl3 mile:; of trawl is about
$l!"O. Noxt ,,'intor will l'rohabl~' St'''' 200,000 tellll'tatious set for the co<lfbh who lie iu the ueC'p water ofl' POl'tSlIlouth
Harbor."

Th(~ Gloncester TC'legraph of December 7,1870, says: "The fishermen of Portsmouth, K. H., arc having a great
catch uow. FOllr sellOoners arrived frolll a two da,ys' cruise ou Monuay, bringiug iu 75,000 ponnd~ of fish." The ",aum
]I3oper for Deeolllbcr 14th sotys: "The large amollut of fish rcporterl caught in Portsmouth Harbor of late were taken
on trawls. One vessel, e"rrying fourteen men, received $1,350 for their harvest of one week, but this was very
nnnstlaL"

HISTORY OJ,' TH]~ ISLES OF SHOALS AS A :FISllING STATION.

ORIGIN OF TIlE NAME.- u Sailiug' out from Portsmouth Harbor with a fair wiud from the northwest," writes Celia
Tha"ter, "the Isles of Shoals lie straight before you, nine miles away, ill-uefined and clondy shapes, faintly discernible
in the distancc, A word about tl", origin of tbis name, Islcs of Shoals. They arc supposed to have been so called,
.Ilot IWC'lllSO tlw ragged reefs run out beneath the water in all direetions read.y to wreck nnd destroy, but because of
~hc sllOuJing or schooling of fish about them, which, in the mackerel aud herring seasons, is remarkable. As you
approach the,V sOplHate aud SllOW each its own characteristics, and )'OU pen,cive that thcre are six islauds if the tide
is low, hut if it is 11igh there are eight, and would be nine but that a breakwater conllcets two of them.'"

. FACILITIES rcm FISHIKG.-Thpso islands would prohahly never h;1ve !leen Rettled hnt for the excellent 3d Van­
tages they atJ'onled for the prosecntion of tbe fisheries. The early colonists of New Englallll were constantly on the
lookout for good fishing stations. Levett, who visite(! the loeality in 162:1 or 1624, wrote: "The first place I 80t my
foot npoll in Ntlw Englaud wos the Isles of Shoals, being islands in the soa, about two leagues from the main. Upon
ihese ishnds I neither eould see one good timher tree nor so much good ground as to make a gardcn. The place is
.l<llmd to he a good fishing place for six ships, but more caunot, well be there for want of convenient stage room, as
·this ~-ear 's experience h'lt1 proved, Thc harhor is but indifferent good. Ul,on thcse islands are no savages a10 all."-
],evett's Voyage: London,1(5;')8.' ,

In I,cdrford's .Phine Dealing, IltiblisllCd in London in 1642, it is remarked, "T1Ie Isle of Shoals and Hic1lmond's
Isle, whiel] lie JH,ere Pasfj uattaqna, ilre good fi~hillg places.'''

DISASTEI:.-" In IG;l~ a fishing shallop at the Isle of Shoals was oYerscL'"
TI1l~ ISLAX])'; 11" Hi(')! "X]) WS'..!.-', The Isle of Shoals wcrc occupicu at a very early date, and soon became p1:tces

of note amI of :!!'l,at resort. In Hiiil, i1,ey w'ere inhabited lIy npwards of forty families. The fish('ries were prose­
cuted Wilh yigor and sneeess at that period, alld subsequently, for quite a century.""

In H:i!~, ll('c'onling 10 the r<:cords of New Hampshire, the fisheries of theRe islands wcre regardcd as much morl}
important tbml tlu,S!' of the sl'ttlellH'llts at tho mouth of the Piscataqua.

TJWl'liI.E W!TII IKUL\Xs,-ll1 Wt'1'! tIll' inhahitflllts of Hog Island were forel'.l to remove to Star IsJaud on aeeouut
of the (!epreflal iOUR of tbe Inelial]', who ma,l" ]>lnmlerillg incursions, carrying away the WOIlJen into captivity while
the tneu W('H~ fi:-;hing-.

"St"" Island se,'me<! a 1'],,,,,, of great,>r safety; an<ll'rolJahly the greater 1l<lvnntage8 of landiog am1 the conveni­
ence of u wille eoye at the .'ntraneo of the Yillagl', with a lit.tle harhor wherein the ii"hing eraft might anchor with
SaIDI' 6eeurity, \\'C'J'O :<180 iuducements,"n

TIlE FISIJEJ:IES J>lW)! 17GO to 1800.-" Before the war of the Ilcvolution, when the islands were in a :flourigJling
6tate, tht're \Wl'H anllually cunght 11<'I't', aUfI 001'0<1 for the market, from three to four thousand quint.als of fiS]l. At
r bat tim" sen'lJ or eight Rr,bnmll'rs, besides boats, were employed in this Imsiness; and some used to extenc! their
Iishing Yoyagi's to the ll:wks of Newfoundland. About the :year 17:10, and afterwards, the fisheries on these islands
illerea~ed to that degree that thr"" or fonr /Ships used t.o load h(~re, annually, with wintcr aud spring merchantable
fish 1'01' Bill,oa, ill Spain, an,] smaller -vessels for other places. Besides, a large quautity of eoa and scale fish wero
carrif'(l to I'OrtRIIIOl1l h, for tll(· 'V~Rt. In(lia nUHket..

"The muftI dl'iflJ( of the ti,hermcll, at that period, was a liquor whieh they called 'bounee, composed of two-thirds
sprne" heel' ami one-third wille. Bnt, in a course of ycars, they gradually left off the use of this wholesome drink,
1wd suhi;tituted ill its phce ardent spirits, whieh has been a principal means of the lamentable degeneracy of thcse
people.'"

GOYER:s'l\IEXT AND J:F:LIGIOl\'.-" The old town records arc quaint and interesting, and the spelling and modes Of

cxpt'essivlI so I,ecnliar that I hal'O copied a few. Mr. John ~fuchal1lore was the moderator of a meeting called

11.10. of Sho"I., 1873, pl" 9, 10.
=ColI. Mass. IIist. &le,. vol. Viii, 3d series, p. 164.
'Ibid" voJ. iii, 3d Benes, p. JOO,
4 Wiutllrop'8 Jmunal, p. 37.

,. Sabine, cp. cU., p. 114.
6Thaxter's lsI"" of Shoals. J873, p.47.
'Coli. Mass. IIi.t. Soc" '1'0:. vii, 1802, Pl" 247-252.
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'March ye T~1l day, 17413. Dya Legall town lllPCtlng of yO Frce llOldcrs and Inhabitcnc(' of gosport, d('\>ly f]naJIefide
to vote for Tiding men Collers of fish, CordNs of wood. Addition to ,e willilSter', sall.,,·Y 1111'. .John Tuck". 100 J1Is.
old tenor.' Among the 4 offol'sers' of' 'Gosport'u~ \Yen;~ lWBiJe::l' Motler.ut.;r' aud ITowno Clarl{c/' Scclekt nleell',' 'Couu~
stauble/ l 1'1do11 Illeen ~ (Tithi rJg-nH~nJ,CouleHI's of J1t-'h '-~' COllh'nr: tIlP:1ning, I ~IlPpO~P, enlie!') 01' l)('rson nppoillt('d to
/Select filSb-anll 'Sealers of \Yhoou.' oftener expressed corders of wood."l

"Tho nsll-crnv:n of tIle lslecl of Shoa]H~ at'! it c]a8s.. \vere JJlol'ul and (·xelllpl<:ll~.v lfH'll (.lnrillg tIle Clllil'e ]H'rio(l em­
bracell in onr inqlliries. A place of worship wa, erected en'n before the year lG41, at which time the H,'v. Mr. Hull
"'as their minister. Thcy were disturbed, how,)\'er, ill Hit'!, by ~lr. Gibson, au Episcopal clergYlllilll, who went among
theIn, perfonut~d s~:~rvieel'i aceonlilJg" 10 tIle rites of his ellllrdl, :111(1 l"rt'ated a disaffpcUol1 to\"HTdH 0](', goverllnwnt of
Massaell1lBotts, which then claimed to exercise jnrisdiction oyer them. Tho Rev. John Brock cOlllmenced IllS pa,tonrl
lahors ahout IHr)O: and renl:.lilled among thl~r'H tWf~h'(:" yearl'l. lIe ,,,"as an excellant lEan, .a,lltJ \\':.1-& B1H'Cf-wded hv ~rr.

Belcher, who ,"as eqnally worthy. Mr. Moody fOiJOWCIJ, in 1106, and continucd their p;stor npwards of twellt;'-five
years. HiB sncccssor was the lieI'. John Tucke, whose ministry terminated only with his life, in lii'l. Their lnst
spiritual guide, previous to the general dispersion, two or thl'er' ~:'ears afterwardB~ 'was the Ht'-v, J erclniah H.haw~ ThuB

we havA the remarkable fact that These JonI' islanderR maintained rc ligious worship, \>itlJ hard]~' till interval, for one
hundred and thirl,y,1ive yearR!'"

"From the year li,A to 17il, it appears from the record" that th" "alary of tbe lIe\'. Mr. Tuck., waH paid him in
mercbantuble winter fish, a quintal a man. There wer<) f!'om eighty to a huntlr".l lllen then OIL these i,lands, and a
quintal of lish wa" estim"ted at a guinea. His salary was consitlere<1, ill Ids situation, as Olle of the most valuable, at
that time, in New England."3

The following extract frolll the town record" is the ol1lcial hi"tory of tl'e tl'all,,,diollb het",,,,," the i,laudeIH and

their clergymeu :

;; JllAltCli l~Tlj. 17W.

" A genaI'd free voot past amongst the inhabcnts to eus [cause] tow )'I<'n to ~o to ihe ]~e\.l. 1Ilr. John Tucke to
hea,f we-ther he was ,villing to takt~ ouo Qnelltal of fish each luan, or to taki' the pricE' of Qnentnl ]lJ <lnId 1t",uor which

he answered thi:; that he thonght it was easer to pay the tlsh than il,e JllOlH'~' "hid, he C()]J~l'IJje,l to tuik the ti~h for
the year insuing." "On Murch ye 2::', lin, then tbeir was a mpating caliel! and iT \\'as p:nrJH'd unTil lh,' ~:5nl 11a~'

of April-I.
,; Mr, DEEI,!:'" '\'ILL\:'\l :,\lFCIDIOHE.

TnE EFFECTS 01<' 'VAH.-{,;; It IS of jllh'·n~8t. to n'luark,'~says Sahine, "as 1'llu,will,C: tIlt: ]ll'OSpf'l'OUS- eonditiull of 1!If'S!'

isl:tnds, and the means of e,lueation in ;thfl olden timp,' that gentlc.nwn of couslllpratiolJ, of sOllie of the Jll'iucillal

townR on the >leaeoast, sent their sons there for litp!'ury instnwtiol'.
HThe war of the Hevnlution produce.l a disastrons challp:\). It was fonnd hy the \\'higs that t]H,ir l'll<'mi,'s

extorted articles ofsl1stenalJl'e as well a" recruits for their sPf\'iee, and thev ord"red thp illhahittl1lts to ah,wdon th,-ir
homes. III ooedlcnee to the hardlll!1ll.JatC. a larg;eproportion remo\'pd to t.;l\vns Oll the main laud, and lwn'r returned.
A ~inglc inciilent that occurred early ill the C(lutt~st ,yin 8l~rYt~ to jIlHBtratt.-" tIle gl'lHnal sir.nn-tipl1 of tht~ j~J;lu(ler8

previoufS to their dispersion; .All aged WOllW,ll, ,vIlo lived on Sta.-l' l~lalltl. li:.(~pt t\yO cows~ ,,"hieh ft'd in wintt'r on hay
cut in SUlUlIlCr aluong the l'ocks with a, kllife, and with bet' Innl hands. TIW~t~ lHwfnl al1illltll~ w'pre flh"\:cH-YS ill f'.xccllent
Ord(;T, and to her 'tvprp. ili \'aillablt~. To lH'1' great sorrow, tllo11gh pai<l for~ they ,,'cre 1akcll by 1hI' Brit i~h alHl

slauglIt.eretI for beef.'"
j<"ISII CCIUXG IN OI~D TIME,~.-"Thewint(·}' tunl SlllllllH'T fit'1ll/' f:<n;~p, a ~rit('r in the ~la~8. lli,;torlcal ~o('i(~1~' C'o:-

loctions in l~,Ot!, ., a,rt~~ (lol1btlt.·8~~ of the. RarHe species, ThpS :Ire enretl also ill 111e same tllanllel'~ exeept llt:1t tilt' fOl'I1wr,
on account of the (~oldtJe:;sof the "nather, reqnire les~ i-iult.. The 1roul11e of tali:ing ~llHI Cllri1l.~ 11H' willlt'r jisll l:lTH.:JJ

greater than of the 8Ullllner~ because the days urn shOrft."T, nnd till' t;pa:,;ollllnfa"\'or;dlh' for (hying d)"lH. T1H'1I:11'd ...;hip:o-:
endured ill takillg the winter fisll are ineollc-eiv..lhle by all but ('~-e-,yitlH'SSt.:'S. Itl SnllnlJf'l'tht_' Ji~hing is cunietl 011

~hicfly in the night. ,
';In the autnmn of 1800, t1Jirtf'en whalt~-boats. tpn ow!wd on Star ;]JltlthreeoLJ IJale~"s Island, j'ewn;':"'d to lltl's,"

islanders. From 1,000 to 1,[,00 quinta.ls of 1i~h am eang!lt here annually; from lOO to :!"O 'luilltal, of \ybi .. b aI'" wbat
is called winter or dUll fi~h. III lilt' wiuter and 5prillg of bOO, Wh"ll hait was plent~', and til(' 1','a;;OI1 jayt)J'able, about
300 qnintals of winter fish werll taken; in li8~, when oait was scarce, and the season had, onJ~' 3G 'lnint"):, \Yne

caught. . ..,
"The followilW is tIll' pl'oe(~~s of making tile fish; Tim t1~h, in the first place, are t11I'OW" from the h"uts l!l pdes

on the slJOre The ~lJtter t.hen takP8 them I1ntI cuts their throl1TS and rips open their bdlies. In this staw he !ltlIHls
t.hem to tho hCfl,der, who takt.s out the entrail;; (detachiug th," liyers, whieh aw l'Tf>Hl'rYcr! fnr t.he sal'" of tbl' oil t!lPy
contain) :.ud breaks otr their heads. The 8plitter thcn takes out the !Jack-hone, lind splits thl'lTI e011lplet,'I~' open,
and hands them to the salter, who salts and piles them in hull" wbere they lie from tt'U to tw('nty 110m's: a, IS most
convenient. The shoremen and f,]10 women then wash and spread tlW1ll on tIle fla]ws. Here they rewalll tlupe or
fonr weeks, according to tile weather i during whieh time they are often tnrned, piled in j:~gots, and then ,spread
again, till they are completely eured j(Jr the market. Thc winter or d,:,mb fish lie from ten to f()~,rte~n d~Y.S )llJ S.;L.It~
nod are very carefully dried, and secured in bad weather. The season for catchlug and curlllg t11(86 fIs.llls In JlJ I l'b

1Thaxter'f' Ifllc8 of Shoals, 187~, p. 57.
'Sabine, np. cit.• p. 114.

3 ColI. Mass. Hi.t. Soc.
4 Salline, op. cit., p. 114.
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ruuQ' to ::JIa}, as the weat.her will allow. The haddock aud hake (there is a great resemblance lletween these fishes)
ure caught in summer and fall, during the night. They lie in pickle from twelve to thirty-six hours, and then are
dry saHp<1; after which they are sllrcad upon the !lakes; and, in good weather, their cure is completed in a week. The
fish of all kinds, made on these islands, have the preference in market, and commaud a higher price. The dumb fish
is cOllsnUlNl chidly in New England, and is considered, by cOll.noisseurs in fish, the best in the world. Its price is
from $() to $10 a quintal. The hake is shipped to the West Indies, to Spain, &c. The price at the Shoals is commonly
ahout $2 a tluinta!. The spring fish, which is next in quality to the dumb fish, is usually sent to Madeira. The
Sl\llIllJer e\H1fish, calletl Jamaica fish, which goes to tbe West Indies, is about $3 a qnintal."

l\!t'. Haley, whose name one of the islands bears, is mentionetl as living in the year 1800, then seventy-six yea,rs old.
Hn had expended a large fortune in many useful works; among which was a valuable sea-w'all, wharves, wind-mill,
a rope-walk :!70 feet long, and salt works, all of which were built before the Revolntionary war. A bake-house,
llrewery, and (listiller.v were built in 1783, also a blacksmith and cooper sbop. All of theRe enterpriReR were going to
decay in the year 1e'00.

THE FISHING TnWNS OF MASSACHUSETTS.
A gC1wrai historicalrovicw of the fisheries of this State is given above on pages 1:!1 to 131, and incidental refer­

ences have been made to the earlynsheries of the several districts anll tOWllS, The following data consist largely of
extracts from official, St:Lte, :tud town reconls, antI frOID general ami local histories, and for some of the towns are
yery complete. The tlshel'ies of Bost"n antI 1Jr"vincctow1\ are HO folly discussed in Part. III of this section that no
fnrtlH,r refere1H'eS are maile to them. )lany of the Mai:!saehnsetts port~ have in past years been interested in the
whale fi~}",ry. Tile hist.ory of that industry will he fully discussed in another section of this report.

NE'\YBURY AND NEWBURYPORT.

EAIlLY HISTOllY.-Tbis part of the New England coast was first discovered hy the eldcr Cahot in 149'7, and was
visited by Captain Gos!lold in 1602 anlll\lartiu Pring in lG03. The first reglilar survey of this portiou of the coast was
mud" hy Capt. John Smith in 1614. In 1620 it was grauted tu Sir Fernando Gorges and other>; in the name of the
Grand Council of Plymouth, and undor this patent was, by royal authority, first called New England. In 1628
anot.her charter from King Charles recoufirmed the pa.tent, with the additional right to exercise powers of government.
In this charter the Merrima,c River is rnentiouNl as "a great river commonlie called Monomack or Merricmack."

The first. regnlar settlement was made iu 163G, although t,wo years p.evions to this time, on September 3, 1633, the
Geueral Court had gmnte{l liberty to John "\Vinthrop, jr., to set np a trucking er trading house on the Merrimac
River. At this early date, it is claimed, sturgeon ,vere taken from the M<>rrimac River a.nd pickled, to be shipped to
England. Until the yeat' 1642 the inlll/'hitants were mostly engaged in farming. The House of CommollS passed a
law excIl1I'Ul1g the exports and imports of New Eng-laud fmlll tdxation. From that tiwe more attcntipD was paid to
commerce. Fishing in the Merrimac u'as a regular I.mEline"s at this perio(]. In 1656, quite 11 large trade hu,;ing grown
111' with the West Indie~. the fir_t wharf was bllilt. Vessels arrived with the prolhlCtR of the islands twd returned
with cargoes of ,Ir.)' '!TId pickled fisb, lumber, and beef. The export of pickled sturgeon llad become in 1674 a regular
au,} profitable husiness, being taken overlaud to Doston and also shiPI)ed to Englaufl. It was frequently exchanged
i,"' ,Vest India TUm and molasses. A keg of sturgeon '1"18 worth from ten to twelve shillings, and one sale is 1'el,oroed
of "tifteen kegs of Rtnrgeon for a small cask of rum and a ca.sk of molaBses." This year William Thomas petitioned
the General Court "that be may be Ecensed to hoyle and sell stnrgeon for the counties of Essex and Norfolk, IJeing
agel! alltl incapable of auy other subsistence; but was forstalled and circumvented by others wbo, by hooke or crooke,
for strong Iiqnor or otherwise, procured t.Ire fish from the Iudians employed to catch them by the petitioner." The peti­
t.ion was not granted, the river being left. free to aU without auy biIltlrance. A description of Newbllry says: "At the
mllluth of thc river Merrimac stands Newbury, pleasantly situated, where abundance of sturgeon are taken, amI piekletl
after the Manner llsed in the Baltick!' I

NEWnURYl'OIlT FROM 1764 TO 1805.-0n tbe 28th of January, 1764, the lower or Cullst part of the town separated
from tlle npper p:ut antI was incorporated as a town under the name of NeWburyport. At this time tbe population
was 2,28'2 persons. Shipbuildiug hud for a nnmber of years been the leading business of the port. During the war of'
the He'Volntion this port engaged in privateedng, sending out quite a fleet, among which, it is recorded, tWl'Int.y·two
sail, with over a thollsan<l men, saile<l; these were never heard of again. This port and another claim to have sent
the first privateer. Dnring 1766 seventy-two yessels were at one time under construction. 'Vith the West Indies a~

cons!:lllt and profitable trade had been carried on up to this time.
The fiI"l"t fishing licen6e on record was gi ,ell July 15, 1793, to a vessel of 16 tOllS. The first license to a cotl yessel

was given March 20, 1794.
In It'D;} a. large foreign t.raae was heing <tarried OIl; from April 14. to May 14, on~ month, the citizens imIlorte(l

goods t.o the valne of $800,000.
NmVBURYPORT FISHEHIES, 1800 TO 1826.-The ti~hillg veBsels aud tiRheriell of Newburyport in aDd for SOUle yca1'5

after 1806 are tlm8 diRcns8cd :
-------_._------------------------

I Britil!oh EmpiTo in America. London, 1741, vol. i 1 pp. 191, 192~
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TODa~

"The fiBhing vessels llelonging to thiH district are not owned in the town of NewbuQ'port alone, but a portion of
them in the vicinity. In leOti tce numl,er of vessels belonging to the district employed in the Labrndor fishery was
forty-five, and ten or fifteen more in th" Bay fishery. Tllese veB~els averageu twelve lien each, and caught in tho sea­
son 5,000 quintals of fish each. The mackerel fishery was then very small. The latter branch of our fisheries was
not commenced to any extent until the late war. The first vessel fitted out in this district to carryon the ma'ckerel
fishing for the season was in 1815; but in 1819 the number of ve8sels su employed amonnted to abo'ut thirty, and the
quantity of maekerel eaught to allOut 1'),000 barrels. The number of vessels employed in the year 1825 was seventy­
five, and the quantity of mackerel canght wa~ 24,000 barrels. Tlw average quantity of fish taken iu the cod fishery,
by vesselS l.elonging to this distl'iet, for the last ten years has l.een about 20.000 quint:lls, a.veraging al.ont $50,000 in
value. Thi6 busineSd prohably employs thme hnllllreu meu_ The bum paid in this disuict for bounties for the year
18'25 was $14,9<J8. It has been already stated that tIw aUlountof registered tounage heloDging' to tllis town at present
(18'2ti) was 7,f>03 tons; of enrolled, 12,mn tOilS. At former periods lohe case was reversed, and the tounage r(·,gistered
was much greater thau the tonnage enrolled. 1"roID this it appears thnt tJw cousting and fishing hu~iness of tile town
has much increased within a few ;years, and in proportion as the foreign commerce has diminished. The fbhing busi­
ness has proved hi;,;hly beneficial to the Bouth part of the town und the contiguous parts of Newhury, where it is
chiefly carried on. This fact is apparent froUl the evidently improved appearance and increasing prosperity of that
quarter. Much as we have cause to lament the diminution of our foreign trade, still the prosperity of our fislwries,
and of the coastwistl trade, is a subject of much g-reater gratulation.'''

During the winter of 1816-'17 the Mercantile Company of Newburyport "Was formCll for prosecuting the Bank
fishery. The fleet comprised fifty-live schooners, four sloops, and one brig; total, sixt,y sail, aggregating 2,647 tOilS.

The largest vessel was 118 tons, lind smallest, 8 tons. Although 110t cunsidered a good ~'ear's work, $,,0,000 was paid
fQr interest, und 12 per cent. profit, or 18 per cent. on the capital invested.

In 1817 Newbnryport had It fleet of sixty-five vessels in the Labrador fis1wrS. ille1udillg sixty schooners, 01111 brig,
and four sloops.

In 1823 the fishennen of this port received $15,7f,8.3G a8 bounty mOlley.
THE MACKEREL FISHERY IN 18'29.-0n Allfi117, 1829, the first mackerellie.m:,c was given, aud in 1831 the larg-est

amount of mackerel ever put up at this port. in one year-3(j,(J()() barrels-was packed.
TIlE WHALE AND FUH-SEAL FISHEHlE8 IN lS:l3.-A record of li3;,3 shows thai some attention was paid to the whale

fishery, thre!} vess"ls l111.ving been reported to have engaged in it for a few years, hut no custom-house records can be
found substa.ntiating that statement. The fur-seal fishery is also mentioned in the history of the !"nt at this time
(1833), but there are few records showing the results of the fishery.

Concerning bot-h whale and fur-seal fisheries the follOWing bears wituess:
"The whaling business at one time promised to become a permanent interest of Newhnryport. In 1833 three

ships, the Merrimac, ~avy, aud Aue1ine, were engnged in the business, employing a hund..,a mell or more, and tho
next year another ship was added to the little fleet. The first efforts of the several wbaling companies were snccess­
ful hut some temporarv discOlualYcments arisin", the enterprise wa'S abandoned, and the fortunes which were finally
made in the whale fish~rJ' went t<7 build up 010 ~)rosperity of other towns. The fur·seal fisherc-' Was also prosecuted
by citizens of NcwbnrYllOrt for some years, but that has also heen abandoued.?"

THE FISHING FLEET OF NEWBlTRYI'ORT IN 1834 AND 11'O:K,.-}u 11'034 the ~hipping interest of this ]'ort was repre­
sented by 207 sail, engaged in coasting, foreign trade, aUf1 fishing; 124 sail were in the latter dass, under mackerel or

cod license.
In 1835 the follow iug sail, mostlJ' engaged ill the lnackerf'l fishery, were ill the 1i e"'hnryport fleet:

i
Kumberof!

1 sail. '

1-------- ,----
i 0- I 6. 325, 75 i.:;;.=~".. .:: ':.::/--:: 1--::-:-::-:-::-1

This is the largest number under mackerel license for any oue year.. .'..
NEWBURYPORT FROM 1840 TO 1851.-The year 1840 is noted as the openmg of the rallroad to tblS port, and the

year 1847 is celebrated by the introduction into Newburyport of the telegraph. . .
The list of fishing vessels frOID the district of Newburyport in 1851 was offici~lJygiven at ninety.. vessel.~,.Wltl: a

total of 6,012 tons, and employing nine hundred and eighty-five men. The valuatIOn of the vessels" Itb then outhts

was et.timated at $211,000. Ninety of thase engaged in the maekerel fishery. . . ",
The year 1851 is aJ.so remembered as one of severe loss. On October 5 the fislJmg lIcet, when oft PrJll.ce Edward

Island, was caught in a gale, and eighteeu Yessels, witll more thun twenty men, were lost. Dnrmg thIS year the

mackerel fleet landed at thilS port 21,20'.l inspected barrels. . " ..
In tba Bame year the port received its city charter. having a populatIOn of 12,.864. At thl~ :l.llW a lalge part, of

the cod-fishing fleet took their fares off the coast of Labrador, from forty to fifty sml annually vlsltmg that coast and
securing their fares with haok and line or seines. The latter were used in the barbor and shallow water near shore,

85 06 2Hi.to",' of :lifewbul'Yl'ort. hy !fro. E. Vale' Smith, 1854, p. 223.
I Caleb CusbiDg: History of Newburyport. 1826, pp. ,c. .
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at and near Salmon River. As the fbh drew off into deep water the hand-line was called into play. In the use of
the seiue a small boat was first sent out to look over the ground, a watH telescope being 11sed. This was no more
than a small box, some 8 t<l 10 inches s<j11are, with a glass bottom. By patting it below the snrface waves or ripple of
the water the bottom conlcl be distinctl~- seen, and the cod, moving in schools, could be observed if on the fishing
ground. The cod seine was then brougbt out and thrown around them. The seiIlc' was llsually 100 fathQllis long, 55­
to 75 f<1(·t deep, with mesll 31 to :4 and 41 to 4'1 iuches. After throwing around the fish the uet was purscd up, 3S in
the muekerel fishery. Froll! 2,00(1 to 12,000 codfish were taken at a hanl. No other fish were caught with them. The
fish were always small, or an E,,'crage weight of 4 to 5 pounds each. As a part of the cargo herring were often caught
in nets 7" fathoms long and :l2 to 4H feet cleep, with It to 2t inch mesh. 'Il,e herring were caught near Bradore and
Assizes harhor.

TIlE l'ISllErrms Fl:O~[ H)G7 TO l~(jO.-Ill li:3G7 JS"ewLllryport had a mackerel :lket of ninety sail of ,cossc·ls. The
Caps Ann Advertiser of Septem1ler 2:l, 1H59, quoting from tbe Newbur:vport Herald, 8a~'s: "The Labra,lor fis1Jel'llJen
have done wel1. The Spring Hill, that arrived on SatnT(la,~', hrought 190,OOO tiSll, the largest numher ever hrought to
this Jlort by one vessel. 'We believe she also had 200 barrels of hcrring, Favorable reports are received from the
vessels yc-'>:t, to arrive.H

A""ordillg to the Cape Ann Ad vertisC'r of June 1",1860, t1(' Labrador fle,'t of Newburyport that Jear numbered
sixty yess.,]".

It was stated ill the Gloucester Telegraph of January ~b, 1860, tlmt JS"ewhllryport was at that time heginning to
enter the Georges Bank fishery; a new industr.y for that llOrt.

TIm MACKEREL AND CLAM FISHERIES IN 1~70.-Coacerningthe prospee't for the Saint Lawrence fishery of 18iO,
anll the NeWburyport clam industry, the GlollCcster Telegraph for April 20 and June 15, IbiO, contained the follow­
ing paragraphs:

"There will 1)(' from twent~·-six to thirty schooners sent from Newburyport this season for the bay of Saint
Lawrence. Last ~'ear the number was twonty-six, two of which wem lost; but several new ones have heen added to
the list, which will increase the llumlJcr a little. The Haec Horse, Hattie :Eo Smith, and a few of the larger-sized
vp·sselH will gu this sear."

"The clamming business at Newbaryport is ql1ite protitalllc and incrcases every Jear. During the three mouths
ending: will, March 31 ah(lllt 7,000 bushels of clams were cing in the Merrimack fnr the dealers, besides what Were
peddled and eaten in Ule eity. The price, at 50 cents a bushel, amoUllts to $3,;,00."

TllE Y1SHEIUl::5 11> 1871.-A statcment in the Cape Ann Advertiser of Jannary 5, 1872, says, concerning tlle Jl\ew­
huryport iisheries for 1671 :

"The fresh fish brought llem for tIle COni'lllmption of the city and country inlts vicinity during the past year
has amoulltl'd to 0'-01' 1,000,000 pouuds, valuod at $:W,OOO, for wbich the consumer !Jas paid more than douhle this
urnOllnt. '1

N";WnrnYJ'ORT FISJIERlES I'fW"o' 1872 TO 187G.-The New1mrH)()rt Ileralil of Octoller 8, 1872, sar~:
"Onr lWlrk,,] at the }lr"sent tin,e is ahundantly supplied with fish in all varieties, wbieh are landed fresh from

the sca "H:ry day hy tons. On Saturday a large lot of fresh mackerel were bronght in by the market 110ats. Two
eo,Ubh ,vere broug-bt, in 11.'1 one of onr flshing boats all Saturday which weighed 80 llOulHls each. The old fislwrmen
said th.,;,> wcre the largest they had e:,'er seen. One wherry also bronght in about 400 pounds of handsome sea bass."

'Il,,, Kewlmryport Herald of Mardl 12,1874, says:
"TiH,r" are twenty,two vCl'sei,; ill tbis port dassed as fishermen, and Which, ill former years, nave made trips

south awl ill 11", 1m.'" of Saillt Lawrell"e; :live are now engaged ill the West India trade and will lIot return till time
to £t ant for hu.v of Saint Ll>wrell"e, amI some four or five other vessels arc for sale. The mackerel blwiness has not
been }'roJita11le"

III H,,·t the JS"ewlluryport LlllJra<lor fi""t ,'onsisted of two vessels, the Edward Lee and Edwlml Lameyer.
III 16,(; th" ..e wet'e (,llt: hlU](lr"d and thirteen anivals of IishilJg "'RSel,; in :Newburyport, the pn)dud landed heiug

""ll1c·<1 at ::;;125,000. 1'1", fishing fleet this J-ear consisted of Bix lHlymen, six shore vessels, and two in th{~ Labrador
fisbf~ry.

The Labrador eod fleet for five years previolls to 1876 WElS not "Vcry successful. Before 1871 the average fare
was 1/,(10102,200 (lllintals of cod, hilt in 18iti the average waR only about fJOO quintals c)f cod and ~OO 1111Ue1" of 1Ier­
rjug.

IPSWICH.

SETTu:~n::;-<TOF THE Tow1\".-ln tllM J'ear 1014 the grouDel OD which the town of Ipswich now stands, was marked
on tlll' chnrt of Capt. John Smith by the llamG Agawam, an Indian word signifying" a place abundantly supplied
with fish." The saUl<, n,tme is, for a similar reason, given to several places along the coast. This name was changed
hy King Clwrlos to Southampton. The colonial records of August 4, 1m4, record a second change to its present name,
after the town of Ipswich, England, "in acknowledgment of the great honor and kindness done to our 1)(\o1'1e, who
took shipping there."

IPSW1CH IS 16i'>4.-ThA following description of the town and of the character of itB inhabitants in 1634 appeared
ill "Wouder-working Providence," pUblished in London iu 1654:

" This Towne is scitul1ted on a faire aDd delightfull River, whose first rise or spring begins about five and twenty
Miles farther up in the Countrey, issuing fortI) a very plensall t ponel. But Boon after it betakes its course throngh ,0.

most .hideous swamp of large) CJxtent, even for many Miles, being a g-n,at Harbour for }3('are8: after its coming forth
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this place, it groweth larger by the income of nIDuy small Rivers, and issnes forth in the Sea, due east over against
the Island of ShoJ('s, a grea,t place of fislling for onr English Natiou; the l'eopling of this Towne is by men of good
ranke and qnallty, many of tllem hanllg the yearly Revenne or large Lands in England before they came to this
Wilderllege, but their Estates being iW]llnyed for Christ, alld left ill ])allke as ~'ou have formerly lleard; tlll'Y are well
content till Chri~t 8hall be pleased to restore it againe to them or theirs, which in all rea>on shonld he ont of the Pre­
lates LamlH in England. Let all tlJOse, WhDIll it concerneH (to judge) consider it well, and do justice herein."

JOSSELY.\"S DESCHlPTlO::-; l~ WU3.-This town was ill 166:3 also deBel'ibe,} l,y Josselyu:
"The next Town that preseuts itself to view is Ipswich, situated by a fair River, whose first rise is fronl a I~akc

or I'ona twenty mile up, hetaking irs course through II hideollS SWllmp for many miles, a Harbour for Bears, it iH;Jleth
fol'th into 11 blrge Bay (when' tlJ,'y fish for 'V1l"le,), dllc EalSt oYer a),;aim,t the hlaull of Sholes, a great place of llshillg,
the lool1tL of 1 hl\\. Rivcr is Larr'll."

AnUXI>ANcE OI<' SAT,~f()X AX!> STnU;POX.-Collcel'llilig the ahl1ll<Jaucc ot fish at tbis 1'1:1/'1' in ('arly times and tbeir
comparative ,",can'it y now, Fdt has wri nell tlw fo11owi JIg note:

a .Aninlal~ of t1.lis 80rt ,vt~n~ verj" ahundant Wl1(,H Aga\VaUl \yas H~,ttted. Of th.eir IHnuber, 8illmoll and hu;;;s Lave
neIHI.\" aUtI sturgeon have emirely. dis:!!,!,"are.1 from onr waters. Tlll,re were companies, of ]\,fatth ...... Cradoek and
others, u'h~) c.anght large f]IHJlItdtipR of ~tnrg('fm for the Enrope;-lll llJarket, in Jpswieh, wllilt~ it was O\VIH'-d hy the
IUllJans. Tlle ~OUlllls of tb"se fislJ wl'l'e made. into iSInglass. Smith r~lltarke,l of :MassadJUsetts. ':Ko river wher'3
tlteTfj iH not plellty ()f bturgeou or balmoll or hoth, which <).Te to he had iu abuIJdaI.l(~e, ohst'rdng lltlt 1heil' EettSnns."'l

FlSll WEIRS IN 1G;)',.-Th~ fOJ]OWlllg order was entered on the town reeords in l(i35, with refcfellce to the build­
ing of Wt-·i!1ot:

" Wears, lti;15.-Richar,l I~"nt is allowed to build another wear on Chellllcco River aIHIl'nj"y tlw profits. John
Perkin_, jr., luMI mad" a wear on the sumt' rivl'r, to baTe the profits of it seven ~'ears, beginning lC3G, and to sell
a1ewlve~ at ;)s. for l,uOO. He disJlOSeR of this 1'laet\ to !Ill'. \Vm. Cogs,Yell."

Fum V~I<;D AS ]"UlTIUZEH IN l(;;li.-As far back as If~1i, at, tbis place. sbad and alewives were so used for fertiliz·
ing the HtJiJ. J/or'oll say:", .. Olle tholl~alIfl of ti,e,e Jl:"h were put into an acre, which would ~'ielti three tillle" more
COrll lLan without them." Thi~ ]>raetiee was derived from tlw Illdians, and continued until lG;JH, <luring which yenr
the Gelwral Court passell a law "that, after .June ~O, 110 bass llor cod shall he taken for mantne, except their heads
and "Ifal."

The ,1og'sl:lee.rn to have caused some trouhle hy scratching in the fleMe, and the following amusing town law was
passed !tIa)' 11, IGH:

" It iB "rd"red t.hat all doggs, for tht\ space of tbree weeks after the pnl.lishinge hereof, shall have one legg tyell
np. If "nch a dogg should break loose anti be found in Rny cornefield, doing any hurme, tbe owner of the dogg shall pay
t.llll damage. If a IlIun refuse to tye up hi" <101'16'" legg, and he lie found scraping I1p fish in tbe cornfield the owner
shall pay 1t .•. , lwsidel'l wlw t,ever dalliago the dogg <loth."

TIlE COD FISH}:RY l~ 1641.-111 11:41 the cod fi ..hel)T was prosecuted and it is recorded by Felt tlUit tIle town rai,c(l
a COnl1111t.1<-e to ,Ii:"po"e of the" Little N.'ck" for the aflvaucin/< of the fishery; that leave 'l"as granted to ih,· fishermen
to iud",,· t.llj" Littl., Neck, where t\ fi,hiug-stage had h"cn Imilt; that. every llOat coming there was allowed room to
llJzk., its n"h. aUtI that the boat's crmv w ..re at. Jibert~· to plant an acre of ground.

lA'"'' <W FISHING VESSEL~.-Iu IG48 there wa" om' ropellJaker in the town. Sen'ra1 vessp1s from l]lswieh, during
the RUIlllller "I' Ihi" yearT hatlLJeeu lisbiug at Mouhegan.-

Cnneerning t he fate of on., of tb"lll' 1>o:.t .., IIlIhll8rd wrote the following el'i..ode: "In Octoher, If>4f.<, SOUl<' ..ballops
of Ip..wieb. ha"ilJ~ beell fishing all tl", t<IllUII'N at Monlliggin, in tbeir way home inten<le<l to pnt ill at Damaril1's
Cove on a S"'IJ1rda~' night, :Iwlthrt,.. of tbem got safe into the harhor's nJOulh 1>efore sundown. They it! the fourth
sballop were not. willing to put forth tlldr Oar.. till it wa" ycry 1M" in the afternoon, when the~' weI''' l>eealmeJ1, aud
so it was dark uight before the~' could reach tI,e bar1>or, the entrance of whiell th,'~' Dlis~d, "nd hy that means w.'re
overtakeu I,~' t.he Burf of tilt sea and ,lrowUi'd-four Englishmen and one Indian-and !lw good", alll,,·rished. Their
friend:" caJlell to t.hem to lIlake haRte, hut tI", shlggard ill wiser in his own eyes than seven men that cun reuder a
reason. "3

SALT-WORKS AND ;;HU'BUILDlNG IN 1(;;,2.- Salt-works were estllhlisbed in I11swieh in 1652 and carricll on for
several ~"ar", r ..edviu/-i: a sli~llt 3sRilltance from the town. Six years lat..r shipll11ilding was COmUleIleed.

IpSWICH FISHERIES FROM Will Tolil[,.-The following facts are compiled from Felt's hiRr.ory of the town:
Perlui""inu wa.. g;"en to th" fisbermen in l070 to take wood from the common for needed ouiJllingR auti fuel.

Each Loat's crew had leave to feed "'''' cnw on the common.
Hcgarding the Imilding or wehs ill 1674, th,' following grant was made:. . . .
" Hi74.-Nathauiel Rust aud Salllnel Hunt are permitted to s"t np a well' about the Falls If It do not blll,ler tbe

mill nor }.as8llge ther..to." Tbe form (If a weir was as lollow~: .. St.one walls were built down the stream till th"yraille
in contact at ILn angle of forty-five deJ.:'reeB. At this angle a cage wall placed, eomposed of hoops with tWlgS fastened
to them. The walls conducted th.. fish down to t he cage and thns they were taken in great numbers."

In 1600 provision was llIade f()r the constrnetion of buildings, whieh should benefit the fisheries .
.. 1696.-Lots ...ro to be laid nut at. Jelt'rey'" Neck for flake-room and stages."
Tbe whale fishery created interest. a lew yearB 13kI', and on December lO, of the year 1706, John TIigginsoll, of

Salem, wrot" to Sym~nd Epee, of Ipswich: "I hear a rUDlor of several wbales, that are gotten. I desire yo'') to send

'Felt·" HiBt.<lry of IpSWich, :It"""x. llnd H.milton. IB34, p. 47. "Hubbard's History of 'New England, p. 5:12.

lIbid., pp.lll9, Ill.
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me word how much we are concerned in them, and what prospect of a voyage. When they have done, I desire you
would tnke care to secnre the boats and utensils belonging to them."

And in the next )'ear, nnder date of September 22, Mr. Higginson wrote again about whale-boats and crews at
Ipswich, and remarked; "\Ve should be in readiness for the noble sport."

In 1715 a committee of the proprietors met at Jeffrey's Neck and confirmed to the owners of thirteen fishing boats
the nse of the room occnpied by these boats.

THE FISHERIES FROM 1723 TO 1758.-ln 17l231lats were granted " to oct np a house Oil to accommodate the fishery."
The town voted in 1730 tbat "owners of fishing vessels shall give an account of tl,O crews, to the clerk, on penalty of
208. for every person's name omitted."

In 1747" It passage had been mad" tlJTongh two mill-dams for alewives."
Douglass 1 states that Ipswich had six fishing schooners in 1748, and Felt records the same nunlber in 1758.
THE CLAM 11\"Dl)srRY IN' 176.'3 AND 1771.-In 1763 "The eouunoners forbid any more dams to be dng than are ]leCeS­

sary for the use of tIle people of the town aud of fishing vessels. They allow one barrel for each of a <:Jew to the
banks, and in proportion for boats in the bay."

A regulation was }Jassed in 1771, that" owners of vessels a·rp, to pay 6d. a barrel. The poor may dig and sen clams
out of town for 28. a band!'

TREATY mGH'l'S IN 178:.!.-Apl'arently for the averting of some grievance suffered by the people of this town the
following vote was passed JanuarJ' 1, 178:.!; "The ton'u vote that their RepreRentatives cnlleavor to have an applica­
tion made to Cougress, so that they instruct their Commissioners for peace, to have the right of the Uuited States to
the fishery, fiU indispcnsable article of t he treaty."

"LETTIKG OUT" TIm CLA]\[ FLATS.-\Vith reference the "letting out" of the clam flats and sand banks, the fol­
lowing vote was passed in 17139; "The town vote to have the dam flats, as well as sand banks which bad been given
them by the commoners, let. out, the clams at Is. a barrel."

At that time 1,000 barrels wer'e annuallr dug at Ipswich, which were sold in Boston and otber places for bait, from
$5 to $6 l,er barrel.

IpSWICH FISHERIES FROM 1794 TO 1825.-1'he fishing fleet of Ipswich in 1794 contained tifty-tllree fishing boats,
t he whole tonnage of which was 4,186.

The IlccessitJ' for certain conditions for the prosecution of thc river fisherics was felt ill 1804, as may be learoed
from another record, whkh mads as follows;

" 1804.-TlJe fishery of shad and alewives in Mile River is to \)e regulated."
The following regnlation was enforced in 1825:
"The IH'ivilege of catching- shad and ale,wives in Ipswich River is l£t. This privilego is $1 a barrel!'
At that date there werc 350 barrels of alewi\'cs caught anDuaJJy, 011 an average. These were disposed of for tbe

West India UJaIket.
GLOl1CESTER. •

TIlE SETTLEMENT OF CAPE ANN.-The history of Gloucester as a, fishing station oates back to its earliest settle­
ment by the English. The recoros of the colonies of Massachusetts BaS and of Plymouth make frequent mention of
the impol'tance of the fisheries of this regiou.

Cape Ann l'ilCeiYed its pre'ent Dame about 1615. It had been called Tmgald7.all(}a J,~' Captain Smith, who, in
1614, visite(l its shores. Some French llll.vigators, nnder Samuel de Champlain, who landed on the cape iu1605, called
it Cap aux hIes. There are records of voyages to New England and yeferences to this region prior to the visit of
Champlain, as the celebrated vO)'age of Gosnold in 160'l. It does no~ appear that any settlement was made at the capo
till til1C23, when it became the first home of the Massachusetts Colony, which, a year afterwards, removed to the present
>lite of Salem.

Hubbard, the early historiall of the colonies, gives us the following accoont of the first settlement of Cape AUD
and its relation to some of the other settlements in Massachusetts Bay;

"Several mariners and persons skilled in navigation (whether emplo~'ed hy others in a way of £shin~ all(l trading
or to satisty their own humors in making further and more exact discoveries of the country is not material) had some
J'ears before looked down into the :Massachusetts Bay, The inhabitants of New PlyuJOuth bad heard the fame thereof,
und in t,he first year [1621] ,fter their arrival there took an occasion to visit it, guining some acquaintance with the
natives of the place, in order to future traffic with them, for which Plll'Pose something like an habitation was set np
at l'\antasket, a. plaM .iudged the most commodioufl for such an end. There Mr. Roger Conant, with some few others,
after Mr. Lyford and Mr. Oldham were (for some offense, real or Bupposed) discharged from having anything more to
(10 at Plrmouth [16:14], founo' a place of retirement and reception for themselves and families, for the space of a year
and some few months, till a door was opened for them at Cape Anne, a place on the other side of the bay (more con-

I HiBtOl'Y of North America. London: 1750.1',537.
• The following work. contain extenuoo reference3 to the fi8beries of Gloucester:
BiBwry of the Town of Gloucester, Cape Ann, including the town of Rockport, :By John J. Babson. Gloucester: Published by Proc­

tor Drothers. 1860. Bvo. PI'. i-xii, 1-610.
Tho Fishermen's Memt>r1Bl and Reoord :nook. By Ge<>rge H, Proctor, Gloueester: Proct<lr Brothers, PubJiBheI'll, Cape Ann Advertiser

Office. IS73. Bvo. PI', i-tv, 1-172.
The Fisheries of Gloucester. from the first catch by tbe English ill 1623 to the centennial yeBr 1876, GlouceAter: l'rocter Brothers, I'ub­

Iishor., Cape Ann Adverti""r Office. [t876, J 8vo. PI" 1-88.
The Fishermen's Own Book. GlOUCester: Procter Brothers, Publisbers, Cape Ann Advertiser Office. [1882,1 8ro. 1'1'.1-274.
The illes of the Gloucester Telegraph and Cape Ann Ad,erti""r contain many fulhery items.
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venient for those that belong to the tribe of Zebulon than for those that chose to dwell in the tents of Issachar), whi ther
they removed about the year 1625; and after they had made another short trial thereof for abOl]t a vear's c(}ntinuance
the~ removed a third time, down a little lower towards the bottom of the bay, IJeing invited by the accommodation;
~hlCh they elt~er saw or hoped to find on the other side of a creek near by, callcu Kaumkeag, wllich ati'orued a con­
SIderable qU!1ntlly ofplantmg land near adjoining thereto.

"Here they took UIJ their station, upon a pleasant and fruitful neck of land, environed with an arm of the sea on
ea.c~ side, in either of which vcssels and ships of good burthen might safely anchor. In this place (soon after, by a
IDIDlstklr that came WIth a company of hon('s"t planters, called Salem, from that in Psalms lxxvi, 2) was 1:.id the first
foundation on which tlle next colonies were built. • • • But the vani~hingof all previous attempts did but make
way for the settlillg the ColonJ' of the Massachusetts, and this was tIle occasion thereof.

"As some merchants from the west of England had for a long time frequented the parts abou! !lIulJhi,mon for the
takillg of fish, &c., so did otlH'rs, especially those of Dorchpster, make the like attempt upon HIe northern~;"omontory
of the Mallsacbnsctts Bay, in pTohability first discovered bJ' Captain Smith before or ill tlle ;year Wl4, amI by him
named Tragabizanda, for the sake of a Jad:i froIUwhoIU he received nllleh faTor wlJile IlC was a pri"111er among the
Turks; lly whom also the three small islands at the head of the cape were eaUed the Three Turks' Heads. But ncithcrof
them glorJ'ing in these Mahometall titles, the promontory willingly e:;;dl:lJlged its name for that of Cape Anne, imposed,
as is said, by Captain Mason, lllill which it retalneth to this day, in houor of our famous Qlleeu Anne, the royal con~ort

of King James; an,l the three other i~lands are now known l'y other names.
"Here did HIe fhresHfd Inf'r{~1t.allts first erect St.fig-t~A ,,,hereon to llluke thdl' 11811

1
ant} y(~al'ly sput their sl!il's thither

for that. end for some eonsideral>le t,ime, until the faIlle of the plantation at New I'1~'mollth, with the ,{wee,s tlwreof,
was spread alJruuu throllgh all tl", "e",lem l'"rts of England; so far:lS that it 1legan to revive the hopes of some of
those merchants who had not long hefore atlvenhned their estates to 11romote so h';llorablc a Ll"f;ign as WaH the plant­
ing and l]eopling this lWW world; althongh finding hitherto hut small encouragement that way they were read~- to
withdraw their bands.

"On this considcration it was that some merchants aud other gentlemcn a110nt Dnrehester did, allollt the ~'ear

1624, lIt the instigation of Mr. 'Vhite, the famous preacher of that, town, upon a eomlllOll stock, together with those
that were coming to make fish, send sundry other pcrsons in order to the earrying ou a plantation at Cape Anne, con­
eeiYing that planting on the land migllt go on e(jually with fishing on the sea ill those parts of America. Mr. John
Tylly and Mr, Thomas Garden('r Were employed as overseers of that whole husitJess j the iirst with reference to the
fishing, the other with respect to the planting on the mainland, at least for one year's time; at the e,nd of whieh Mr.
'White, with the rest of the adventurers, hearing of S0me religious and well-atrected persons that were lately removed
out of New Plymouth (Jut of dislike of tueir prilJeiplcs of rigid separation, of which nnmber Mr. Roger COnant was
one, a religious, sober, anti prudent geutleman yet surviving about Salem till the year leBO, wherein he furnished his
pilgrimage, having a great hand in all the.e forelllentionetl transactions about Cape Anne-they pitched upon him, the
said Conant, for the managing and g~'TeTnmcnt of all illeir atlairs at Cape Anne. The information he had of him was
from one Mr. Conant, a brother of his, and well known to Mr. White; and lIe was so well satisfied tllerein that he
engaged Mr. Humphrey, the treasurer of the joiut adventurers, to write to him in their names, and to signify that they
had chosen him to be their governor in that plaee, and would commit. unto him the charge of all their affairs, as well
fishing as planting. Together witll l,im, likewise, they invited Mr. Lyford, lately dismissed from Plymouth, to be the
minister of the place, and Mr. Oldham, also discharged on the like account from Plymouth, was invit(>(1 for them to
trade with the Indians. All theBe three at that time had their dwelling at Nant&skct. 1fTI'. Lyford accepted and came
along with Mr. Conant. Mr. Oldllam liked better to stay where he was for a while and trade for himself, and not
become liltble to give an account of his gain 01 1088. But after a year's experience, the adventurers, perceiving their
design not like to answer their expectations, at least as t() any pre~ent advantage, threw all up; yet were so civil to
those that were ·employed under them as to pay them all their wagcs, and proftcred to transport them baek wbence
they came, if 80 they desired." I

WHITE'S ACCOUNT OF THE t!ETTLEMENT OF CAPE ANN.-The following addiTional acconnt of the first settlement
On this Cape is found in a pawpWet entitled "The Planter's Plea," published in 1630, by Rey. John White, of
Dorchester, who, with Mr. Humphrey Jackson, were specially interested in the adventure:

"About the year 1623 some western merchants, who had continued a trade of fishing for cod and bartering for
furs in those parts for divers years before, conceiving that a colony planted on the coast might further them in tlleir
employments bethonght themselves bow they might bring that project to effect, and communicated their project to
others, anegi~g the cOll.venicncy of compasei.:::g their project with ll. small charge, by the opportunity of their fishing
trade, in which they accustomed to uouble-man their ships, that by the help of many hands they might despatch
tlleir voyage a.nd lade their ships with fish while the fishing season lasted, whieh could not be uone with a bare
sailing company. Now, it was eonceived that, the fishing beiug endcd, the spare men that were above their,necessary
sailors, might be left behind with provisions for a year, and, when the ship returned the next year, t~ey ~Ig~t asSIst
them mushing as they had done tho former year; find, in the IDean time, might employ themselves III bUlldlllg, and
planting eorn, which, with the provisions of fish, fowl, and veuison, that the land yielded, ,;o,uld afford th~m t~e
cbief of their food. This proposition of theirs took so well that it drew on divers persons to Jom wltl~ them III thIS
work" the rather because it was oonceived that not only their own fishermen, but the rest of our natIOn that went
tbith;r on the Ilame errand, might be much advantaged, not only by fresh victual which th~t colo~y migh.t spare
them in time but withal and more by the benefit of their minister's lahors, which they mIght enJoy durlllg the
:fishing seaso;; whereas otherwise, b~ing usually upon these voyages nine or ten months ill the year, they were left

I Hu1Jbard'e Narrative, In Young'. Chronicle of the Fir.t Planter. of :Mass. Bay Colony, Boston, 1846, pp. 19-26.
I



688 GEOGRAPHICAL REVIE\V OF THE FISHERIES.

all the while without any means of instructiou at all. Compassion towards the fishermen and partl~' Borne expectation
of gain, prevailed so far, that, for the planting of a colony in New England, there was raised a stock of morc than
£:J,OOO, intendetl to he paid in flve years, 1mt afterwards d'1sbursed in a shorrer time." ,

"As the basis of a colony, this use of the spare men, who were necessary whilo the fishing lasted, hut useless in
navigating the ship, must have heen 3 prominent e-onsiderMioll among the inducements to plant in New England.
IndeeLI, the great ehl1l"ge of douhle-manning aud double-victualing the ships for the fishing voyages to Newfoundland
is mentioned among the indueements as early as 16;:0." 1

THOUllLE ABOUT A FHiI!ING·S'fAGB.-"In one of thc fishing voyages about the year 1625," sa~-s Hnb],ar<1, "uuder
the eharge and command of one Mr. Hewes, employed by SOlll<' of the \Vest Country mere-hants, there arose a sharp
contest hetwet'lJ the said Hewes aud the 11eo1'le of :New Plymouth, ahnut a fishing·stage, 1l1lilt the yelll' before about
Cape Atme h.y PlyuJOllth mcn. hut was now, in the absence of the huilders, IlIade use of by Mr. Bewes' company,
which the nther. under the conduct of Captain Standish, very cagerl~' and pel'"mptorily dcmanucd, for the C"rnpany
of l\'ew l'lpnouth, h,wing themselves obtained a useless patent for Cape Anno about tbe year 16:23, Bent SOllle of the
shirlB, 1I'1Jieh their adventurers employed to tmusport passengers, over to them, to make fish there; for which end
the.1i had IJllilt a stage there, in the year 1624. The dispute grew to be very hot, amI high wonls passed IJCtweeu
them, which might have ended ill blnws, if nnr, in h]ood and slanghter, hadllot the Ilruc!encc and moderation of M1".
Hoger Conant, at that time there present, and Mr. Peirse's intcrpo"ition, that lay just by with his shil', timely
vn:veulf·(!. YOI' JIll'. Hcwes had harrieadoetl llis eOIlll"my with hog.'heads ou the stage heIld, while the demandants
stooa upon the land, anLImight easily have becn cut off; but the ship'", crew, by advice, promising to help theUl huild
allotlwr the dill'e1'ellce was thereby ended."

CAPE As:> LS IG:19.-There are no recor,ls to show how ROOII after the departure of Conant Cape Ann was again
visited hy settkrs, hut it is probablLJ that the plu",. was inhabited and that fishing was carried on in the yeur 1m:l.
One of the uext references we find to the Cape Ann fisheries is the follOWing order passed at "the General! Courte,
houlden at Boston, the :l~th of tlle 3th :Mo., 1(;;;9," which reads:-

"It i~ ordt!red, that a fishing plantation "halbee begnn at Cape Anne, and that the said :Mr. Thompson gl]al! llavc
place assigned for buihling of houses, & stages, & otlJer necessaries for tbat use, & shall have snfficient land alowed
il,r their oecations, both for their fishing & for keeping of cattle, & for corne, &c.; and that sm,h other fishermen a" will
joyno iu that way of fishing, & inhabite there, shall have sueh land, & other liberties there, as shalbee needful &
fit for theire oce:ttionll; & and for thi" end tbis Court doth give power to Mr. Endecott, Mr. Humfrey, ll r. \Vinthrope•
•Junior, 1W. WiU: Peirce, & Joseph Grafton, or any 3 of them, to set out the said plantalion, & an lands & other
accommodations to such as shalhee planted there, & Ilone to bee setled there but by their allowllnce."2

THE TOWN O:F GLOUCESTER, 1642.-The settlement at Cape Ann received its name of Gloucester in the year 1642,
whcn a Illlllister camo to the place. Au early writer says:

"The1''' was another Town and Church of Christ erected in the Mattachuset Government, upon the Northern­
Cape of the Bay, called Cape A,m, a place of fishing, being pcopled with Fishermen, till the reverend Mr. Richard
Blindman eame Ji'om a plaee in Plimouth Pattent, called Green-harbor, with some few people of his aequaintance, and
set led down with them, naUled the Town Glocester, and gathered into a Church, 11einl!: hut a small nl1mber, about
fifty persons, they called to office this godly reverend ruan, whobe gifts aIld abilities to handle the word, is not inferiour
to many of hers, labouring much against the errors of the times, of a sweet, llUmble, heavenly carriage: This Town lyiIlg
out toward the point of the Cape, the necess thereunto by Land becomes nneasie, which was the ehjef cause it. was
no more pOl'uWit,ed: Their fishing trade would be very benetieial, had they men of estates to manage it; yet are they
nol without. other means of maiutenunue, having good timber for shipping, and a very sufficient buildcr, but that
those ti'Hes ()f combustion the Seas throughout hath hindered mnch t.hut work, yet have there been vessels built here
at this TaWil of lato:" 3

THE GnOWTH OF TIlE FISHISG INDUSTRY.-BaJoson's History of Gloucester says: "No acconnts are preserved to
show bow long English fishing ships continued to make voyages to the coast of New England; but it is natural to
oonclude that as th0 eountry beca.me settled the number annually decreased, on account of the reduced expense with
wbieh the bllsiness could be carried on by the colonists. In the first settlement of the Massachnsetts colony at Salem,
we find preparations for fishing; [or, in 1629, salt, lines, hooks, knives, boots, and barrels were sent. over; and men­
tion is rlU.de of fishermen awong the settlers. As early as W34, a merchant of the country was fishing with eight
boata at :!olttrhlehead; and the next year Portsmouth had belonging to her fishing trade six great shallops, five fiRhing
boats, with sails, anchors, and cables, and thirteen skiffs. About this time, also, our own shore was the abode of a.
few ti,hermen ; aIld several sottlements wero estahlished on the coast of Maine. Of the total product of this hranch of
indnstry ill allY OIle J'ear, our oIlly information is derived from Governor Winthrop, who says, that in 1641 it was fol­
lowed so weI! that 300,000 dry fish were sent to market.

"N * The first notice connecting our settlers with the fishing business is preserved on a loose acral' of paper,
"Nhich recorda the jndgment given in a case of litigation between two of them about a piece of a net, and making
meution of tile 'bote and vOJ'g! This was in 1M1, about which time Robert Vutcb had a 'stage' at Stage Neck, in
Squum. In 16(;2 Peter Duncan settled in the town, and carried on a small trade at the Point i~ the harbor, where it
is supposed that Mr. Thompson erected a building or a fram.. for the purposes of bis fishery, in 1639. He is the only
one of our earls settlere sty led a merchant. At this time not more than fifteen men are known to have resided in that
pan of the tow n. Some of these probably were fishermen. One of them, in 1663, agreed to pay a debt of fifty pounds
in 'good merchantable fish and mackerel!"

1CoIl. 11MB. Rist. 800.• xxviii, p. 98. 'Recor<1o of Ma>!88Chueetts. vol. i, page 2Ii6. IWonder-workibg Prondenee. Lolulon: 1654.p.l00.
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GLOUCJ:sn:n hI' THE BEGIXSISG OF TIlE EWlITEEKTIl CEXTl'HY.-fn fiOO ihe llumher of ink,hiiUllts "'ns s,'\'en
hnndr~d, ,vho ,"'ere nlos.tly engu;4etl in ;'lgrinultnral pursnit.f'~ the Hs1.Icriel'j belug carried on hy lleople froul or-Itet' 8et-~
tlementFl. Ahont this tim4' t~Olnn1(>ll('('d:lr,;€as(m ofactiY"it J, i~ ship-huilliing. A nUIllhcr of ships and 111'i~~ul1'illes \Tere
built for merchants in Boston, and s",-.'ml ve;lsels W<'f" also huilt for use ill the shore fisheries 011' GJoll('e~t<'l" ln 171:3
" vessel with IJ<'W rig was built at Gloucester amI eallNI a, se!Jooner from a remark made at the lallllehing. "Oh, how
she "coou;;:!" 'I'he l.mi t<1('r, ~11'. Hohinsol1~ at once said, "A 8COoner let her he/' rUHl that name IHls eYfT HilJc(' uttached
to this class of vpsspls,

CArE A.xs F1SHr.n~n:s VISIT C,IPE SAIlLF..-oThe !Jostilit,r of tbe l'relleh anr] Inrliall~'" says Bahson. °along the
who1<' eastern eoast, as far as Cape Sa1,1<', hall for many years n:nder",l the purllnit of this hush""" in tllat qnarter
one of great danger, Ai,,,\, vess(']s, IlOwcn:r, Yisitc,l that eoasl from Salem ana other pJnees, bllt Gloucester tbher­
men do not appeal' to haTe repaired thitlu_'r 1ill ahollt the t.iU1C of the conquest of Nova Stotin, l.y tbo :Ellglish in 1710.
That a "Sll;..,io"", eyent did nor 8penrt> them from molestation, j()r }t,.y, John IYhite, of Ollr elmreh, writing ill 1711.
says: 'The enemy make fearfol depredation, npon our ]loor jisllerlllf'Tl at (;:I1'e Sable'; atlll two years afterwanl thlh\
ilien were taken from t\\'o of our sloops that were fishing thcre. AnotIler hazard aUelllkd tll(' fishery from ",hieh no
human care can atroI'd certain ]lr"teetion_ This was pally e"I,,'rienee(l by (lnr fhlwt'l\\,,", aml tll •• h:woe nf thr·ir da"
by storms, which has since so oftOil shrouded the to\\'11 in lllOurnillg-, imparts 11 melancholy interest to nearly l'\'..r~­
period of onr hi~tory. TIH' first loss by shil'wn'ek we bl1Yl' reeonl('u is that uf a llew ",..huoII.'r while 011 11 j1;;1Iilll-: '''y_
nge 11,t Sa1>1., Isl:1I1d. in 1,16. In Odoh,·r. t hI' llext y-el1r. four of a fled of s"n'n were lost Oll ihe paRsa~e from 1h" ti~h­

in~ grounds, UIHl ttl tbe:-;o ''Iere a~ldl'(l~ in 17~lt another at Sahlt' Island, involving, ill (~ach ease. tIle loss of all tIlt,
crew. ~,

GHO\VTIl OF THE "FISHEltlES- , 172:2. 1'0 17..tL-'':I'he hi8tor\~ of ,onr fi.:-:..he.l'\"/~ (:oniinuef', BahfO..on, f'fr<HlI thi~ tllHe tIl

the Revo]lltioeary IVar. for want of particular inf(>r!llation ~on('er11ing it, ;nay he 111-iedy rdated. The n'ss,'l~ willi
which the lmsiness was first. carr;(·rl 011 were tbe bloops 1milt ill the to\YU. A f!'w schooners ",!'rl' a«lap.] al,(l111 1i::0.
of w11ic1l eluss it is prol)11ble that the' ohl baukers,' of recent (inws, were nearl~' exact r"lJn's!'nl:1tioIlS. Between 1i~o

and 1730 as many ves""ls appear to havc Lel'n fitted out from S'luam River as from tlJl' hitl'hor, hIlT after tlJe laM dat<'
the prepontlerunce was certainly witb the lath'T pl.aee, ·wht're it ]U1S stilet' relll~dllPd. An aC('Ollut of those of Nath311i(·1
Parsons has been given on a preyiou~ ]lag". Hi~ wa~ tll(' large~t bllSiul'S~ or bis tim,' of \\!IidJ WI; ha"" any kll'l\\ 1­
...dge. Next to Itilll allll a f,,1Y :yearH later we find that Eli"s Din-is was a llH'r('hant of Ihe lIIoSt extens;,-e amI Elj('­
cesRfnl tnHlc , leaving at his death in 17;34 ~ix t'choollen~, a whart~ Hud iishing·roorn at Callf'o, and n ]argt~ amolInt of
otber property.

"Ill 17·H wc learn ihat above SeY<'llty tiHhing vessds belongetl io the town: but the eOllditiol) of the busilless here
at that limp, as reported hJ' H4~V. JollTi \Yhirt\ waR nor such as :lllothcr allthoril~ 1 t-\t:dt~H it 10 ]HlYC IH'('ll in tIl(' Colony
generally, lJor lloeR it appear to haye bpen pro"peroll~ for llllY cousillera]'le time during the next t"ent~- years, In­
deed, it is a. mal.tpr of wonder that the diseonragemenig of that pprio.J did not ('ausl' a toinl abandonment of HIe husi­
ness. But, notwithsta nding thp wars between France aud England. antl the con~eqllent flIl1loyanee and oe('a~iol}aI
captllrc 01'0111' '-es~e1s l,S the cruisers of the ellelllJ', aml till' <lL,man.l for men for the pnnineial armies and for the
naval service, the fi,;hery was st,ill pursned. The truth is, it had now ],peonll' tbp basis of :l profit"ble forei~lltr"dl'.

for the maintflnance of whieh the merchants of the tOWl! woul,l wiIIil!g-ly ('lH'OIl1Jtel' greai ri,ks, at"l ('oultl eveli atfonl
to bear eonsillerable loss(~s.

CONDITION OF TIll': 'FISHERIES FRO:\! 17(;:3 TO 177P.-Ac('onHug" to B:lbi'5011, •• tht' pence nf 17f)~~ Ef'('ur('<1 to nlll' fathcr:-;
unmolested nse of the fishing gronnds, 31Hl from ibis ti",e to the Heyolution they ea!Tied Oil tbe busilless with cllerg~'

anll snceess, tllo11gh a terrill)., disa~tJ'.r [nillf' vessels with nH'ir erews were 10"t ill 17(;(iJ, "hi('h inflicted a he:,,-~- hlow
Upon the town, occllrr<'d in thn meautirne. \Ve kll0W IJotlling of the nlatin' importune.. of till' hnllk aTlll shore' nsh-­
eries dnring tl1is per;o,l; hutit s"ems that, tbe, latter were almost who]]y contil\l'd to f',al\\1y B,,~- and tl1,· e(We on tL.,
outside of the capt\, ","bile the cl]lf~f Aoa.t of tlH' fOrTIH'r was at tilt) ]lllrhoT. .Kl~ith('r ean we aB('('rtain tlH' nnlllh(~r of'
\'essels :tIll] bonts .'ngagl\d in ihe hnsinf'ss in any year px<'ept tloe last of tlH' term hern embl'aned. That empl,,:n'd ill
the bank fis}H'ry IIlllRt IHlrve heen quite large, for Jdneteen sehoOllPTS1 as "'l~ Il;Lye 5('cn~ ::.-aHet! at one tiUle j11 tllp 1:11al
year of 17(-)6. .A.Ii' estiluaf.e of tlJt~ nnmber of iishingves,sels frorn :i\!llSSII.c11IlSf'ttK J l,dore th0 ,,~al", fmp]lo....,et1 to havv
hee-n made Ity a fIH'rchant of the to,vn several y"':ITN after thn..t 1~"PHtJ giyps sf'V()llt~-~tiYe nr-. IIPlonginp: to Glon(,flstt'I>~

agreeing Iwa!'ly with the 11nll\her stat.'d hy onr selectnll'n in 1779 HI haye.lwen oWlIed lwn, in 17i5. "]l1rh ",a~ ..igilt)'.
of all aA'gregate burt hen of 4,000 t<lllS. The aycrage yahw of 111l's" vl'""el~, \n, 1.'anJ frum :l1Juthcr SOllrre, ":it; "bout
£:300. The same e8! imaie says ihat there wcre "Wiled at Sandy Bar f(·yenty I'oats, which landed HiO 'Juil!!al,.; of jj,h
l'nch; but tllis "videntl~' e~aggerntes.

.. Of the fi~hprie~ of Ma~s'at:lll1scttsfor any p<'riod, from the llt'g-innini' tll ille pr('~ent time. we lark t'u]] rdiab l.:
1;tatistics, TIJtJ earliest ja.l,le I have ~een IR OIH' of tL .. cod fishery, 'from 1110 year 176;; to 177".' That giws. i" rrJa­
tion to tbe Gloucester i1sherieR, 'vc:'isds 31nnlaHy emp)nyt·d! 14H; tOIlIU,ge., 5,/):)0; numher ()f nH~n, ,'3'~~;' au cxag:g('ra­
tion, without donht, in eHeh caso. In n cOYl'l1ant j(,r lllUtual inwrance of the bankers in 1774. forty-fhe s"honner,.;
aro entered; but those of Daniel P"aree a.nd IYiuthrop Sargent, two l'rineip:tl lllerch:lllt~of the tOW1l. a!H1 of otlKril

l Hon. L. Sabine. in Ids Report on the Amf'-riran FiAlwriPB, p. l:i1.'Mf. "'-'-hito'g acconnt iF! contnin('tl in ~l lettrr tn tl1(' COVC!IlOr awi
Conncil in reliltion to a call UPOIl tho t-own for aid tor) tht~ Bllm~rnr8 by a great fire in Cljarlrstml, S. C.! as foIloW"8:

II A.lmost. oltr wh(lle dcpcDt.lcDcC', unrter God, is npon oar ll:lvigation and fi",hrr;y and 0111' nnWl' Xavij!a1ion {)Il our F1::'1h(,ly: and th~t b,i~

so far failed llJ7 rt-ns,on of ye smallnc8~ of So prit'e of fish~ antI y,~ df\aTnO~Sof 8:l1t-, lJl'hul. :md eraft, that, ()f above 8{n-e.nt;y iiflhiug ..csscb tlW,lC'

ate fow, if Bny, alJo\"'J ten in that l)ll8ine.~.8. Our people ~lr.) ~cattl~retl_ ah1'o:.d in tllp world to gt>-l their ul'enlL UlaIl:,\, prt·~Mt·(I, 1l1:1ny serving as
volunteers in hi8 majesty's service; and rho cr.y of man;r fnr npC(>-BAari('~~ jg ycry atJ'edin~. Ana we h;:lV(' hall thrN' ('~-.ntriln1tion3ful' ye rdl,-f

of the POOl' the la.~t ,,,ear in.out" congr~gation, awl otllt~r Familie~ :lrf~ "ery pr'e:iSillg fur relit-C'
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<JWIl ing line or two vessels each, were not put in; enough in all to make up the eighty mentioned as belonging here
in 177". The number of our iishiIlg-boats at that time CUTIllOt be ascertailJed; out, on the authority of the selectmen
for 17i[l, I ClW state Olat, i in foreign merchantmen, eOilsters, and fishing-boats,' we had 1,000 tons. I snppose tl13t
.abont one-lmlf of this tonnage was in lishing-boats, avera.giug, as they did a few years later, 12 tons each, and making
the whole number ahout forty. In that c,ase we should have the aggregate of one hundred and twenty fishing-vessels
l,clonging to tlle town in 1775, of the total burthen of 4,500 tons. The schooners probably carried an average number
<Jf six men each, and the boats two, making the whole number of fishermen five hundred. Nearly all the fishermen
'",,110 sailed from the town at that time belonged to it; and when we consider that our list ofpoUe tLen numbered but
1,G5,), we see at ouce that the numher of men employed in the fishcries here, given in tllC table above mentioned. must
IJC exaggerated. [Pitkin gives the quantity of fish exported from Gloucester just prior to the Revolutionary 'Val' at
77,5lJO qnintals.]

PROFITS TO THE FISITERlI1EN.--" TIJC busiuess yieleled a scanty support to the fishermen; und, as a class, they
'were poor, though then, as in a more recent period of our history, according to the natural course of things, the mer­
<:hitnts who carried it on with most snccess were men who had themselves served an apprenticeship at the llOok and
line. No meaus exist for ascertaining the average aunual earnings of these men before the Will'; bnt the accounts of
a single vessel for 1773 are preserved, and show the product of her two trillS to the Batiks to have been 550 quintals of
fish, which sold for £302. Aft,er dedncting a few sIllall expenses, one-half of this SUUl belonged to the llshermelJ.
Supposing their numher to have been six; we can see that the amount receiverl by eaeh was bnt a small sum for the
lluymcllt of his proportion of the prOVisions for the voyage and tpe support of his family at home.

"In these fishing vo;rages it was tlle cnstom for the ilion to go, as it. was called, 'on their OWli hook.' An account
was kept of the fbh eitught by each mau, and at the end of the voyage the proceeds werc distributed accorrlingl;y.
The following account of a season's work by one crew on the Grand Banks a hundred years ago may possess interest
for modern fishermen: Account of fish taken on board the schooner Abagail, Capt. Paul Hughes, in three fares to the
Grand Banks in 175i. Sho sailed on tho first fare May 16, and fisherl twc<nty-throc days; on the socond fare July 13,
and fl,hcd twenty days; on the third fare Septemher 22, and fished twenty-four days. She left tlw Banks on the last
fare NovpIIlher 5.

<J f
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! Ahm. Wharf _ _ _.•. _.• _.....•. _.!..... 1,294

1

53,929:

,Wm.Smith ,. . ., ,. _ _.! 1,705, (;()9 1,121 3,435:

,.. _Tot~~~~~~=~. . .-. - -- - 1l4,3254:'550 8;'151T'27,D35:

"The largest number taken in one day WIiS 1886, on .June 1.
THE FISHERIES I:-In:IlHCPTEIl BY WAR.-" The revolutionary erisis approaclwd, amI the commerce and fishing of

:the town could be no longer pnrsnpd. A gn)at majority of the people-comprising the merchants, mechanics, fisher­
,men, and sailors, who ,h'pcnd"d U!10n tlw maritime business of the place for a livelibood-could find no employment
in their regnlar pnrsuils, and were the more eager, therefore, to prove the sincerity of tbeir (leclantion, tlJat they
wuuhl <lcfc11l111mir lib""ti"" llt'the expense of all tha,t was clear tll them. At the commencement of the Revolutionary
"-ai' eight schooners and 11 large numlwr of Chcbacco boats were engaged in the fishel'ies of Gloucester. The schooners
were emplo;l-I'tl in distant grounds, and were thereforc, during the war, useless for the business in which they had
\"'''11 engaged. Seyeral were cOllverted into }1rivateers, a few rotted at the wharves, aUlI some were preserved till
]"'aec again made it safe to resort to tIle i ll:lnks.' One of them, of 55 tons, survived every accident, to be registered
ill liDO, at, the venerable age of tw"nty·two, in the foreign commerce of thf\ town. No means exist for ascertaining
IlllW many yessels engnged in tI,e Bank fishery immediately upon thl' return of peace. -One statement says that 60
"Were employed in it in 17813 and 50 ill 171':9. Another, in giVing an account of fish eanght by ycssels from the town in
the fall of tIle last-named year, sbows tllat 44 vessels took 426,700 Dsh,iand that l[) of these yessels llelougetl to Eben
J'aI'ROllS and Daniel Sargent, two merchants of Boston. Sen'n more :OcJongetl to £Inch of the two principal merchants
()f Glouepstcr, Da,'id Pearce and Da,ni"l Rogers. Concerning tltis revival of tbe fishery, it may be fnrther stated that
tIl() cnstom-house records show the enrollment between October 2, 1789, aIllI September 10, 1790, of 1 brig, 16 Bloops,
aDd 40 schooners, of an aggregate ImrtbCll of 3, 108 tom!. Some of the' Bankers' made three trips in a season, 8nd, if
rl'markauly fortnnate, landed from nIl, together, as many a8 40,000 fish i but all the traditions of the business report that
the average earnings of the fishermen were 80 small that they were kept in a condition of poverty. It is not surprising,
tIJCrcl(lre, that tbe number of vessels engaged in it decreased from year to year till 1804, when we find that only 8 of
mol''' than 30 tons bnrthen were engaged in tIle Gloucester fisheries. This small number had probably dwindled to
less ill 1819, when an effort was made to put new vigor into the bnsi.nesa by the establishment of a corporation to
('arr~' it on. In that year the Gloucester Fishing Company, with an autl](}rized capital of $50,000, went into operation.
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They bnilt 6 schooners, and with ,isiollS, l'nhul'S, of a Tom'"al Df the ante·revoluii,mary l'TOsperity of the town, com­
mcnced QY giving their vessels llames IJaving iniliallette~s in alphabetical o[(kr.

"The Amity, Bornf'o, Crescent, and Diligent \I'f're of the olt! modl'l, ,leellled best for the Grand Bank fishery, aUlI
were employed in tllat, while the Economy and l';woriw were Imlit according to a lliodern 81yle, and 8ent in pursuit
of cod and mackerel on our own coast. The bounty aet I",.sed by Congress in 1'>19, or the anticipation of that act,
may lmve added slinmlns to this project; bnl a uusines8 which In'ivate capital avoided conld hardly he expected to
yield profit, even to the best corporation management, and accordingly, in tlJe tl;ird year, this cnterprise came to an
end, with a loS8 of all the interest on the cnpital and a portion of the capital itself. Since this period it is prohable a
year in which no ve8sel has gone to the Grand Bank from Gloucester IHls sometime" pet,se,l, aud not even the higll price
of cod in recent years [written in 1859] has tempted many of onr people to .end tl,e]1' vessels to tll:lt fisbing ground.

TnE INSIIOHE F1S1I1UUES :FROM 1792 TO 1828.-" The sllOre fishery of Gloucester had risen to Rome importance before
the Revolution, and upo" the return of peace the enterprise of the people wa" again direeted to tllis pursuit, to which
80me l'llCOnragement was givcn l,y early acts of the General Governmellt. III 1792, 1?,:{ Chebacco hoats, measul'lng
in the aggregate 1,[,49 tons, were engaged ill it. These hoats lesorted to the ledges aud shoal grounflH l1<'ar the coasr,
where they found, at differcHt seasons, cod, lmkc, aIHI ]lollock, and l'ursned theil' fishery with such success that ill
tweln) years from th~ last-named date the Ilumber of boats euga;:;",l ill it, had increased to allout 200, w1ile tIle ton­
nage had uearly douhled. At tlliH time the uoat fishing 'Was ehiefly carried on Ill: Sand~' Ray alld the otber eO"es Oil

the olltsitle of the cape; 1mt the advantage of a 1::ood harl.>ol' fur tlldr large boats dIew a fe.w of the people away from
tlwse localities to settle Oil Eastern Puint soou after 11000. The bnsilless, howe,er, was not ]ll'Ofitable enough, even
with additional eneonrag<:ment from the General Govtlrnmcnt, to attract many new adl'entnrtlrs, or even to stimulato
much t1w enterprise oftlJe old ones, and it had a slow growth for the next, I]narter of a eeutury, the aHnnal average
iuerease of tonnage during that time having been only about 12;) tOllS. At the enil of this period (in I102b) the whoJe
nUlllher of vesselN upward of :20 tOUI; eugaged in the Gloncester fisheries was IG4, measuring 5,8!l~' tons, to which aro
to 1e added a.hout 40 boats, of an avcrage l.mrden of 1;, tons. The total annual product of the cod thhery of the town
at this time is said to bave hc<:n ahont (;0,000 quintals."

GLOUCEST~:HFISllEIUES I:> 11021, 1827, Al\D 182(l.-In 1821 the George'" <:0<1 fishery l",gan, ,nlll at. the ,ame lime tllC
fishery for m,wkere1 from Gloncester began to a"SUll1e cOllsiderablc importance.

III 1027, according to a statement in the Gloucester Telegraph of February 9, JH2" the prodn<:ts of tlw fi,IJel'iei; of
this port were (,6,132 '1l1itltals ,,1' llsh, 27,2"2;, harrels of llllld{t'r"I, and 2,204 barrel, of oil.

The condition of the fisheril's in 1829 is told ill all article in the Gloll<:ester TelegraplJ of that year, whi<:h says;
"There are 1I0W hut few yessds employed ill thc cod fishery from this ]>1<1('e, as the business of late has been no

source of profit to owners, owing to foreign competitio]] and highcr rat('s of hounty or depression in trade. "'hen onr
vessels could pro{~eeu froll] the. fiHllhlg grounds witli a fare to SUlue foreigl1 lHH't, and there I'eeei V('. :.1 fall car~Q of sng::'HS,

'wines, &e., it ,,~as all indlH',enlent for 1113ny to eugag-c ill tlm· IHlSll1r't'R, lwcaU8t', finch a carf!o yielth·l1 an iUlnlcnse profit,
on its retnrn to the owners ancI creWS. 1~he ports of l ... isboll ilnd Bilboa ,,~ere the nlar1i.t.~ts "'hieh geucrall;\" rE'l'(liyetl

our stapl" eorlllllodit y, hut tho trade fa tbos(' 1'Ia.ces has long' silll''' ,'.'asc,1. Tb" llluckerel fishing is now ahout all that
is pursned fmlll this port awl others on the seaboard of Ma.ssaclJw'etts and )laine, with tlJe excel'tiou of Marhldie'Hl,
fro III "'}jeuet' about. finy Yesse'Is, averaging fiO tOUH eael!, IJave llt'ell fitled out tbf~ })]'(',8('n1- HC3t'OlJ fOl' ibe Grund Bank

tishery."
TIl}: GLOCCESTIU: ]i'ISlIJi:HIES r:s lS:~O AXD 18:~7.-In 18:_W tlH~ Georg-(~;s h:di hnt ti~llery comnlCnef't!, and almut the sanH~

year lllllckerel trips weTe first made to tbe Bay of Saint Lawrence. The shore I1sheries at this timo \Vorl' also of con­
siderahJe importance. The yellr 18:11 is famous for the great abundance of mackerel off the coast of Kew Englund.

III 1837 the assessors of the town gave tlw following faets eon,wrning till' fi"h('['j"s fur that year: "V",sels employ",l
ill tbe cod and ma.e1noJ·d fhlll'Ticfl, 2'H; tonnage of saulP, 9,8:24; codtish <:unglJl, ;;;,,181 f\uint:l1s: Yalllf> of same, SIIO(i,5Hi;
mackerel canght, 4:1,!l:34 uarrels; valnc of same, $:135,:,G(i; saH useol ill the (',HI and mad,erd IislJcries, 11:1,7GO bushels;

hands employed, 1,:;80; cupital iin·cstcd, $;)49,000."
TUE COD FISIIEKY IX 184,1.-Fl·om thc record~of tl](, cnnectnr of tll<' pnl'i itl thai tiIll" we /Jut! th"t the eod ihllt'nes

of Glon<;e8ter for tll(' year 18.0 ernpJoyeil1,210 nWIl and producefl I:\(;.:n;. quintals of :!hlJ. The amount of hounty paid

Marcb,31, lS43, was $3G,4?3.MI. '. ". ...
A list of the names of cod-fishing "esselN lJelong-illg to Gloun,ster J1l the Y"llJ' un" 1>ll'8('n-et! JIlll", c1181om·hou8e

records. It gin,s the following fadN conccrnillg the tIe.'t in thitt yell I' :

..

Vessels oyer 20 tons . ~ ' .
Vessell) under 20 ton!! _.' - .•

Total _... ., .. -' .. , -., .

"Knmber. TOllS.

lR9

60

Time cUipluyed.

TllE FISIIIXG .FLEET 1X 1S4li.-In Hw Gloncr,ster Telegraph of January 1, 184(" js ]>llhlishp,j a, list of vessels then
owned in the dist,rict. The list includes 161 seboonerR, [,5 l.lOat.g, 3ml 1 sloeI', :rggregat ing 8,3ti:}.70 tous, e~ploye~ llJ

tbe fisheries and 1 sbip 11 brigs, ,,0 schooneT., 21 sloops, and ;j hoats, aggregating 8,075.]:3 tons, employed III coastmg
!loud foreign 't.ralle. 'I'h: same paper says: .. Under the 1""1(1 of fi"lling "esscls arc placed the names of 161 schooners.
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This is not the whole lluml,er of vessels that have been employed ill fishing the past season, for many, after the fi"hing
season is O\'er, take ont coasting licenses. At one time there were at least 220 SChOOllf'rS ill toe hnsitH'ss, employing. at
the 100vest calCUlation, up\vards of 1,iOO men, and the ;;8 boats at least 1f,O more, making, in round numbers, 1,850 men
f'lllployctl in lishing. The whole numher of vessels that have reecived bounty for the last year's fishing was 242, and
the amonllt of honnty paid ahout $:17,500. Many of the vessels placed under the lwad of coasting have ueen employed
iu thhing dnring the sea"on, and have drawn bounty; others have l,een employed in fishing for only a few weeks.
A lnrge IlllmlJer of tllOse under the IH'ad of Hslllng carne into the district after the fishing season commenced, and con­
sequently dre" no l>ounty."

Exn:XT OF THE F1SIH:RH:S IX 1847.-1n 1847, neeonling to a reHable statem~llt. preparer1 by Mr. Addison \Vinter
awl pnhlislw<l ill Bal,son's History of Gloucester, the extellt of the fishery indnstry of the to.... n for that year, excln­
sive of " wi ntel' wherry fi"lling," was as follows: \YllOle numher of vessels, 28" measurin~12,3f)4 tons, employing 1,681
men a,,,l 18G lJoJ's; 28 of tlJese vessels "ere under 10 tons burtlen, 27 botween 10 llIal 20 tons, 29 between 20 and 30
tons, 4:.! hetweell :10 anll 40 tOIlS, 2(; hetween 40 and ,,0 tons, 49 betweell :,0 autl (iO tons, 73 between 60 and ,0 tons, anti
1:1 ovm- iO tonsj the product of the fisheries was 7,Otlfi,:l",6 llounds codfish, valued at $181,,03 i :l,3,9,776 ponnds haH­
hnt, $70,761 i /3;:;,506 pounds hake, $12,17'1; 919,1&:! pounds pollock, ti16,(i6(); 49,779 barrels mackerel, $290,045; 33,
half·harr,,]g tongnes and sonnds, $1,873; and :19,520 gallons of oil, $1(i,23'2; total valne of prodncts, $589,:154.

GLOUCESTER FISHEHV STATISTICS FOR 18j4.-The selectmen of Gloncester made a report of the principal indus­
tries of the t()wn for the year 1854, whielJ was pn!llishetl in the Gloncester Telegrapll October 24, 1855. In this report
we flIl(l the follo .... ing items relating to the fisllCries: Number of vessels iu the cod and mackerel fisheries, 282, meas­
uring 19,374 tOilS; !lando of mackerel, 4;1,201, valued at $'388,809; quintals of cod, 97,%0, valned at $293,650; value
of cod-liver oil, $l,02J; valne of salt eon81lnwd, $160,000: eapital invested in fislleries, $989,250; nnmber of persons
employed in fisheries, 2,H:!O; quantity of halibut smoked, 210 tons, val ned nt $25,000; qnantityof fish-cil made, 23,700
gallons, yalued at $13,0:15; 3 marine railways, with $:37,000 capital and em!,loying B men; 6,.500 tons of ice ent, valued
at. $1;;,000; eapi tal in net alld seine factories, $f.,COO, huntls emplo:ycd, 2;,; 2,500 Hsh barrels macle, yalued at $1,700,
and 800 fish easks, ",lIned at $1,800; 6 sail-lofts, with $40,400 capital and employing f>4 men m'lde 1,270 sails, valnecl
at $95,250; $:1,000 investetl in 4 mast and spar yurlls; 2 hoat mal;:ers, with $1,400 invested and employing 4 men, made
10:2 hoats; capital ill ship-yanls, $10,500; hands employed, 37 i vessels launched, 7, measnring 601, tons.

FISI1EHY STATISTICS Fon 18:,9.-1'be following statement, taken froIn Babson's lIistory of Gloueester, shows the
eonditiou of Ihe fisheries in 18;;9: "The whole numher of sdlOoners, 20 tons and upwards, IJelonging to Gloucester
llarbor in July, 1HW, was tbree bundred and twenty-two, measuring in the aggregate 2:{,R82 tons. Of this nUllluer
three hundretl and ('ne, Illanned by three thollsand fonr hundred and thirty-fonl' lllen and one hnudred and thirty-fonr
boys, were elllployed ill fishing. So mnch we learn from a statement published in the G101leester Telegraph. The
prOllnet of tlle flsllCry for that yr'ar, as nearly as eall he llseertained, is here given:

---~--_._----- ~i-------l

Quantity. i Value.• i

i ltlackerf'l . __ .....•............•.. barrels __ 1

i Cod _ quintals_.!

~i~~i.~~~::::::::::: :::::: :::::::::::: ::~:;;e~:-:i
59,664i I

114,047

4,500,000

1.400

i
$705.833 I
416,271 i
135.000

19.600 r
,-----------;

Total. ...... __ . _.. _. .. __ ·· .. --1-·------· 1,276, 704 ~

"If to this aggregate we add thc, prodnct of tbe herring voyages to KewfouudJand amI that of tbe bnsiuess carried
011 at Squam and Lane's Coye, not included in the above items, we ..hall find the total product of the fisht:ries of
Gloneester for 1"'59 not. less thau $1,400,000. The quantity of halibut given is all estimate founded upon informatioll
ohtallled frolll p,:rsons ill the bnsiness, and is believed to be nnder rather than over estimated. The numher of ponnds
of this fish sold. in town la.st year to ue dried. and smoked is known to have been ahout a million and a half."

CExErs ETATISTICS IX 1865.-Tho census report of :Massllchusetts for the year 18GS gives the following items con­
e,'rning the fisheries of G1oueester: Number of vessels, 358; tonuage of vessels, 2G,()70; value of products, $:3,319,4.58;
value of salt consunwd, .$2:17,275_

STATISTICS FOR 186£).-In the report of the town clerk for the year 18e£) we Hnd that the whole nnmber of schoon­
ers and boats fitted out for fishing that ycar was 431; 32 vessels made trips to Newfonntiland for fresh herring, and 8 to
Ne"folludlantl and ehewhere for salt herring; 1'.!O made trips in the Grand Bank cod fishery; 272 in 1he Oem'ge's Bank
cod and halilmt fishery i HH in the Bay of S'ein!. Lawrence mackerel fishery; and 1,.1 in the shore mackerel fishery;
the estimated product of Ilw 1\sheries, in fish, oil, and ma,num, was $3,242,250.

TIlE FOREIGX COllDlEr.CE 01" GVH;(:E8TIm FtWlII 171:'3 TO li'59.-"The foreign commerce of Gloucester," writes Mr.
Babson, " which l,efore the ReYolutionary war was of no great e"tent, rose, after the peaee, to be of considerable
importll1lCe. III 1790 upwards of forty Rhips, brigs, 8ellOollers, and. sloops were I'mplo~'ed in it; and during the twenty
years succeeding, vessels belonging to the'town visited most of the prineipal ports in Europe and the West Indies,
alld a few made voyages beyond the Cape of Good Hope. One of those engaged in the latter (the \Vintbrop anfl
),fury) was owned hyau association of merehants called the Inclia Company. She was of ahout 100 tons burden,
originally a schooner, but was altered to a ship, and properly manned and armed to snit t.he dignity of the India trado.
Having mude two voyages safely to Calcutta, she was next. sent to Sumatra, but was never heard from after laavfng
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that island Oil her homeward passage. This oecurre,! about 1800. The Di!boa trade was ttlso Tcsullled bl' our mcr­
dlauts after tbe war. Tbetirst vessel thM ever left Massachusetts Bay with a cargo of lish for n Europc';,\u market
was the ship lle1011g;iu~ to the Dorchester COlllllany, which sailed from Cape Ann Harbor for Spain in 1023, as stated
in a prc.yious <:hapter of this Look; but, of the gl"_'at trad(~ ill that urrick of ,vhicl1 that voyue;c. 'was the conl~leuccment

we know liTtle more than the hegiIllling and the cud. In 1;1i7 thew were sent to Bilbon from the parIs of Essex
COUllt ... as maTlY n,' ,'l,OOO 'juintnls of Jisl], of whkll 'luantily Gloucester, withont daubt, fuwisued a cOllsiderablo
portiou. The Dlen~halJtsof the tOI\U linally ",balllloncd 1l1l' trade soou aftcr the beginuing of the l)resent century,
chidJy, it is said, in cOllsequenee of discrimillating dnties at that 1'0rt in fay or of the fish of other countries. The
interruption of the 111lsiness of Fr:lllee, oeeasionell hy the reyolution in th'lt llalioll, opene,I tor a short RPason a profit­
a!>le market for American fish, of which some of tlw Gloueester merchants took advantage. One schooner, titted out
from the town in I7!!:I, ,nmt to t.he Grand Bank awl took 21,UOO Jisl., with ,yhich she sailed to :Kantes, 1mt, upon firri,'·
ing on the coast, was or(iereu to Bene hIe, where the !"h were solli ill a green state at a half erown api"ce, ])If)(lueing
over lO,(HlO crmYJls. This was a rare case of course, aud, as might lw cxpected. tb.· husiness was soon oyenloue. and
finally, upon the resumption of the Fn'IH;!l fisheries, alJau,lone<1 altogetltcl'. . .

.. The pea(~e in 17,,:1 also eua!>led the werd.auts of Gloucester to pursue tile \Ycst Iudia hade aguin for seveml
.years without interrllption. A eonsiderallie llortiou of thi~ trade-tllat carned on ,,-ith the Freneh isbnt1s-fin:dly
(:easellto he prutita1.J1t: in eOllsc'luellce of the large bOlint)' by whieu the iUl}lurtation of Frendl fish was ClleOllragl',t,
:mu before 1830 was tot" 11.1' abandolleu !Jy the lllel'e1laU ts of the to,,'n. Allout thf\ same time tlte ullimportant eoulmeree
<:a.-rie,l on with some of tbe oth"r islands wa.s ubo giveu "l', aud Gloueester turned attention to tlle Dome markd.
"'\vhieh IH_'gan then to 1)(' opelled, aIHl 'which it has ever Sille[' fOllnd to afford fliP lWRt cnst.OllH-'J'S for its staple llroduct~.

If a particular accoullt of 0111' \Yest Illuia trMle slwul<1 ever 1,e wrItten, oue incident of it pos6e~slug interest in tbese
days of hu;::e sit ps llllll a vast elJIIlWerel.l will comwal1,l the uLteD tiOll of the historian. TI:i" was the fitting on(, during
the elnbal'g;o preceding th(: laRt ,,'ar with Great Britain) of soveral of iht' srnun tibbing. hoats of the 10WIl on YOrageH

to the "'est Indies. One of these 1.>oats was of 13 tOllS bnrden, aud tl", largl'st was riot mOl'e than :2(1, The aet was
unlawful, and. tltey dqlll1'ted, of conrse, by stealih. Tbe t18ll whieh they earrie<1 were soIl! at high prices, aIJJ tlw
boal~ were dispose.l of without great loss, :Lough the waster of one ventured I10nJ<' with a cargo of "otke, w1>ieh Le
landed at Sqnalll in tIle night, aud bt~fore lllonlillg wus ::lg:tiu out to 1-;(':1 to st"t his boat :ldrift in 1tlassadHL~etts Bay,
where I", was fIllall,,- I'ic]"',l up .

.. The only brancL of foreign commerce whidl lw,; bet"ll ,it;ll/Iily 1'111'811(',1 11,) llJerd!allt8 of Gluueestl.'r for It long
(,ourse of years is tbat earridl 011 ",it,h ParamarilJO, (JJ', as it j, usually cullcd here, Surinam, ihe capital of Duteh
Guiana. Boston vessels tra(1ed to Surinam as early as 17Ll, ror two ,nrived at the 1()1'1ller port from that plate in on"
week of that ~-ear; but it is not known that any Gloueester vessel engage,] ill tIle trade till alHml 17HQ, "'lwtl, it is
said, Colonel Pearce 8(,nt a vessel there. Tho ebief article of eAjlort is hake, supplied in part hy ~lainc llsltermen,
thongh ()tllt~r prOyi8iol1s~ as beef, pork, lard, h:uns, auf! Hour, arc sent in lar~e qU.flntities. TlH~ l'pturu cargoes consist
almost wholl,)' of molasses aUlI su~al', hnt some coiree :111(1 coco" are also hrought. Cniler the stimulus of tb(' very
1igh prices of sugar aud Iuolasses in 11",:7 tlle tratle of Gloncester ,.. ith SnrilJam ii,r that year IH·(Jll<il.ly exeeede.l in
amount that of the whole fowign cOlllmerce of the tow11 in any In'eviolls year of its histoQ',

'''The commerce of Gl-oucestel' begau v'lith the shiptueut of woou to Bnt:'toll, a lHlsilless wuit:h. ill course of HUH:'.
eompdled the people of the t.own to sed, tlwir own sllppl)' ahroad. Thi~, :H'eonling to the lapse of years, they
obtained from places luore and more remote, till at last they callie to uepeud ou Kava Seotia for this essential article.
The wood·coasters of that province began to eOllle to Gloucester :tbout twenty ,}ears ago. The H'SSeis W('l't, th"n of
no greater avefolgtl burdeu thau 40 ton~, but tbo size has increas('d with tht, growth of th". busiuess, aud has now
:reached an average of iG. The tmmber of arriv:!.ls of foreign vessels, uearl)' all of which Ivere these wood-coasters.
was, in 1859, one hnnured and forty-two. Before tlle reciprocity treaty with Great Britain thesc \Cssels gencrally took
borne specie, but sillce that hllPP~' event they have cardell provlsions twll other artieles fl'OIll the well-snppli('cl SlOre,

of the tOWII."

ESSEX.

TIlE GIWWTI1 OF TIlE FISIIEltlES.-TJw e,arly history of this tOWll is incllld"d iu Urat of Ips\\'icL, of which it
formed a part untilIl:J19, when it became known under its present name. The fol1owiug historical facts are reeorde.l

in the History of Essex l,y Crowell & Choate, 1ffi", aud in l"elt's History of Ipswich, 1834:
"In 1732 the fishery was successfully carried on here, anu in the ceuter of the to<\'ll. The tOW1:l, hya vote passeJ

lhe year before, requireu the names of all the crews of fishing vessels in the town to he entered Wltlt the town clerk,

on penalty of £20 for every omission,"
"In 1770 fishing was mnch encouraged among us. From twenty·fiye to tLirty Cbcb~CCOboats, with two men and

a boy in each, went t<J Damaris Covo and brought tLeir fish ashore here to be cured, FIsh tla,kes were to bo fOlllll! on

Hog Island, on Warehouse Island at the north end, on Tl:lOIDjlson's Island, and at Clay l'omt." .
"About 1804 forty Bail of boats were engaged ill the fishery on the eastern shoIC; a few were emploJ-ed III the

Bank fishery, The fishing business diminished as ship-building increased and wa.s fouutj more profitable. The

former was mostly <!iscontinued about IE!J1." .
"In l8eO a. company became incorporated for La\'ing a canal from Ipswich to Essex.. It was made navlgabl"

early in 18"..!1. Its leuO'th is about half a mile. It eommences at Fox Creel. and runs to Che!Jacco Hlyer. l.t ~ost
near $1,100. This stock. is divide,l into twenty-seven shares, of $40 each, anu pays neady (j PCI' cent. on thc, orlgl.llal
amount. As an inlet to f':sscx frolD Men-imack HiveI' fot' .hip limbe.. (fishing vessels at Essex), It has kt'pt thiS artIcle



6D4 GEOGRAPIlICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

<lawn lower than it wonld be had dependence been placed solely in what the vicinity would snpply. Prices of freight
throngh this canal: Oak timber, 17 cents, and pine, 14 cents a ton. Oak sawn stuff of an inch thick, 40 cents !II, and
of other thicknesses in proportion."

"Thirty years since [written in 1834], forty sail of boats from this place weI''', engaged In the fislleryon tho
eastern shore; a few were employed in the Bank fisherJ:'. The fishing business diminished as ship-building increased
and was founLl more profi table. It was mostly discontinued twelve years ago. Nine lJUnclred ba.rre]s of dams are
dug bere annually. Tbe persons l,y whom they are obtained sell t,hem, cxclnsive of barrels and salt, from $2.50 to
S:J.. Sneh bait was formerly yended at Marblehead, and now in Boston for the prices mentioll!ld with reference to
Ipswich."

"For the last twenty years [written in 1865] aboufc fifty men and hoys have bcen employed, chiefly ill the sprin).!;
alld bll, in diggiug CItLwS for fi~hiug-l>ait. For this purpose, the clam-flats in each town are, by law, free to all its
residents, and to no others. :Five bushels of clams in t.he shell, it is usually reekoned, make One ,hnshel of 'meats';
about two anll a half bushels of the latter arc put into eaeh barrel, and this qnm!tity an ahle-bodied man can dig in
three tides. One bushel of dry salt is uoed for each barrel. During this period of tWl'ut.y J'ears, about 2,000 barrels
of clams ha,'e been dug yearly, on an a\'"ragc, and soleI at an average price of $6 per barrel. Dcducting for the cost
of the harrel ,$1, and of t1"l salt for it 75 cents, the sum of $4.75 pel' hanel or $8,500 1'er year has been earuc·d in this
bllsiness. The bait is marketed ehiefiy in Gloucester_"

The Gloucester Telegraph, of Octooer 18, 1865, states tbat "tbe fisbing bllsim"es of Essex is repre~entedhy ~eventy

men, who securecl during the past season 18,000 bushl'ls of clams, netiing $i2,000. Cllpital invested, $40i!." The
e"nsug of J\las,adl1lsdts for l1'\i" gives the following figures for Essex: ,. Clam-f1iggers, !l; fisheTmen, 6; ship carpenters, •
122; spar-makers, G."

llEYJ::RLY.

TIm FISHEIIlES OF BEVEP.LY :FIIO)[ 18:18 TO 1845.-)11'. 301m Piekdt, W110 has becn engaged ill the fishing business
at this plaee from 10338 to the present UrnC', iufOnI" ns that the horne 1)(.et in 1,.Q:12 consisted of from forty to forty-five
sa i1.

The Salem Ohserver of June. 18:18, state() th:~t in that year there were in Beverly fifty·eigLt fishing vessels,
enlj>loylng three huud,'e,l men. The tonnage aggregated over 3,000 tons and the rate of bounty was $4 to Hie ton.

The Glonce"ter Telegraph of Jaunary 2(1,1845, gives the following account oftlw fisheries of Beverly for the year
1844: "Twellty,three sc!loollers, making one fare each, and twenty-five schoOtlCrs, making t,YO fares each-aggregate,
fon~'-six sehooners, 3,:,156 tonS-brought in :30,000 quintals fisb, wurth $67,:1:13, uJJ<1 :31:1* barrels of nil, worth $4,622.
The bounty was $l:l,G~,O, Besides th(\ borne fleet, twenty-tbree sehooner8 belongirlg io other ports Immght in 12,4l:i4
'1Uillt.,lls fish n'HI li9 harrels of oil, and paid $2,000 for curing their eatch,"

The following extract from the Gloucester Telegraph of January 21, 11"46, shows the amount of income from the
Jish ....ies ai B(o\'erly f01' 010 year 1845:

COllfish caught, 2G,982 ([Uilltals, at $2.40 .. . _.. . _._ .. . . __
Co!l oil, 28:1 barrels, at 814.25 " _.. , .. __ .. . __ . _•• __ ... _.• _.. •• •
Amount of bounty paid 'by goycrnment .. _... '_'" .. .. . _. .
Tongnes nUll SOUl1(18" 420 harreJA, ftt.$:>.GO ._ •. _ 0. __ • _

Total. . __ ._. ,, , ._ .. •. _. __ . .. __ .. .. . . ....

:1'i L1wber of vessels employed in thc fisberies in tht. year 1845 . _. _. .
Number of lro~8headsof salt cxpendfld . . .. , __ , . .
Numh"r of hal1ds ('[nployed _. __ . __ .. .. .. ...... __ .. _

$64,7,.,G 80
5,444 00

12,914 00
2,310 00

85,424 80
======

42
:~, 500

:;50

COXllITIO;'; OF TIlE FISJfJmn:s FRO~t lS;'O TO 186:1.-The fishing business prospered alld iuereased up to 1850, when
it numbered seyenty-tin, hail, elllJlloyillg 1,200 to 1;400 men, nearly all of whom were of New EngJa.nd hirth. Vessels
len'iug bome from the 1st to the 15th of March returned in July and refined, makirlg two and often throe trips a
year. The Furs It",.7 and lS,,8 were j]nancially disastronB ones, and since that time, witll tho exception of (luring the
;n'ars 18G:.;, 18G4, aud leG:>, the business shows a steady decline.

The GlO:lCe8ter Telegraph of January 7,1860, says: "The amonntof fishing bount.ies paid for the diMrict of
RalL:rn anlI Ih:\'"rly em- tl", year 1Rj() is $18. 17n, 7n. The all10nnt of tonnage emplosed in the business ill this~distriet,

is 4, i23 tOllS, The number of foreign entries attlle cUotom-bouse in this city for tbe year 1859 was two hundred and
b(>\'('nty-hYl', and tile llllln],.·r of ckarances for foreigul'orts durillg the saIDe period was two hundred and slxty-one."

Two items from ilHl Glonc!'ster Telegraph 6"ivo an acconnt of tho condition of t.l](~ Beverly fishing fleet for 1869:
"Tlw IlDver]y f1"h:lI~ flptCt last yl'ar employed twenty-Revell vessfds witll an aggregate of 1,7CO tons and three bundred
anlll1fts InClI, Of codfisb aud halibut :32,000 qnintals were landc(l; of oil, :3~,O barrels. About $:){)O,OOO was st,ocked.

"Tho Deverly Citizen states (hat the fishillg !Iect, from thut town has made a very successful season's work, the
pstimnte,l amount of fish ]a.t"le<.! being [,bout :32,000 quintals of codfi"h amI halibut.; number of barrels of oll, :~50;

alllount stocked, $192,000; oil, ahont ~1,OOO. The numher of men employed wall 3;:0; number ofv€""lels, 27, with an
nggregatc of 1,iOO tOllS. The largest lllllonnt of fisl1 landed uy any oue vessll1 was by ~choonerD. A. Wilson, owned
b~' Pickett & "Vilson, consisting of 2,285 quintals, two fares."
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EA.HLY I1ISTOHY OF ~ALE:.! FlSlIEIUES.-The ("l'1y hi,tory or tl,e tj,berie,; d' th" pIa",', dal iug kick to the
begInnIng of the seYCllrc€Ulh celltnryj llla.'y be best learIJ(~d l.,V a careful eX.llnhl:lt :011 of Val'ilHlS ('xtracts ucaril1'" 011
this subject, takeu chietly rrOtH ihe E,b('x IlJ,iilllk HI'tori"al Col]ectiol"·and fj'(I1I1 !"t·!t', I[,,:or\ of ~aiem. ,...
_ rirst are gi'~,en. SlHIJe r~H)~lrks 011 til{' ('O(llIl.wrce (If Sukw b,\- .Mr. Ul'OI~gf~ F. <'ht'('\TL Til\;sP reulal'1,-s :qJpl.y 10
::'alem between It):!" aud 171i!.

uThe traoe t:r COIllUltTCe of ~alenl nHI~t }lruba:,ly date~JJ:J('k 1,0. or e\-cll }/nol' h~, l11t, E.t,tlll'1l1cllt of tL.l' VLlce.
Adventurers to tIllS westtTll ('qH8t~ afrt:'l" fL..;11 alH.l furs, Iliay 111-1':1..' Iraded \l ilL tIle XaUHlkl';:u'':'=:-i ere ('()uan t nud Li:-o a.sso­
ciates settled lH'l'e [ill IG~i'lJ. Tn jndg{' fr:.llH tIlt tt.:6LiiUOlIY of Bri.u'kenbul'y, DiXt"Y, and \VU0111'CI)' U:3a1l'JH }{f'cpnl,s,

Hegistry of IJet;ds, Vol. 5, pag:e~l((J to l07}, the f'Urly l,]all!t'r~ \Yt:l'e OIl tllt~ oe~t tL'l'lU~ witll tll(;' nat h-e IllJiullS in ;-:;alelU
t

and. thut:! Lad the OppOltUllity of tlat1illg with lJJl'lll; ar1l1 lbi~ CapeAllll .':.;t>ttlemeut lwd hoat:-;, wlliel1 wt'n~ dOlll)1.!£>"s

used for fishing, and Yt:I'Y pro:Jall}y tradill~, ail)ll~ lhe coa-.t, A:s that ~ett1clueUL \~:',-b oJ'igiHaII~' intt'udeJ as D pl;mr­
ing, tradiug-, and fishing OlH:~ it i:5 llliJst Jikely that il~ll alld f~n~ \\'ero ll(,th sutl~ht 11'011J ~akl1l~ <l;';' from the viciuity:
tile seareh ior both these 3nielt's Iwillg Hwn C(llllllWll 1U ad\'f'lltnrt:.rs 1ft tllis weSl'--'l'L coast,

il-Thl' 11oweCOJ.llp:luy bef;in tlH:,:ir trade Wilh ~aIt:lll and \jtildl~' in lti:-.:~. They b('IHl OYer \\"illl EIHlicott cer;:lln
goods to traHie wi,h tlH~ uativc.s for lH'i.lvr'f", o!teT1 awl ottit-t fllr~> aut! in Hj:':~~ lit' i~ 01"<1 \..'j'(' (1 (0 ~t',llll limBe to 111" ((HII­

pany. ill Loudon, t\yO or thr('e hllnd:ed firkins of stHrg('Oll "ud other fh;h.
H Iu 1();2~ we lllld tLc llowe COmpJDY sl'lItliug iuto ~t~lenl si.x. ship~llUilders, {;j' \\h(;1I1Go:JI~rt .'.;olllrnn \';iiL1

ana t\\'o eouIHTs an(l cleavers of tindwr, lbe la/:'T 10 pn'11an; ktayes for TPt"llrli cargo, ~i.i\l that tlH'y order tlu.'vt' :-ljal-­
lops to he built ill Saleul, douLlth'ss for fish:iug' Pl1q)O~t.:'s, lt. is l~lO~t probable that til('~l~ :~hallolhl .if ever lJni1r, '''','re
built upon the ::\('cl>. Ilcar or upou \"iuter bland, ",iiiI'll wa,; used f.,r tlw fi"l,eri,',; :1111l ,i1il'-I'lllhlillg frum 11", Y,'1'\

COIlHueucerueut of the 10\\'11. ,J IlIIgillg from what is B,lla of tlJe ~haHnp ill the ~e,;v 1:11 gbnd Yny:lg:t'i--, ill lin' J\T:H'''. 11 i:-.l

ColL, of what PrilH~e H,.lHl Dradf... lrcl ;:,ay, and tht: c(H.lIparisUll Hl1l,-,hill~OU lnakcti, bc! \\t'ell lIlt' tL--llillt!' ~llltlj()P~ Il:f 1'7·1:r
and the tl.~hillg se.llOOllers tlH'll clHl.1oyt.:,(1) the i:'lJ:dlop of ~(;W Euglaud \\"I.b Of;t'll 11 d;'('knl "'IlIt 1/l" froll.! !t! tu "';'1"

tons, .. If

!o; The early, the 10lJg cundulled, the 8;aple trade of S:t ll'l~l, \\"a~ the fj",lil'!'it..'.". \\'1" :--l'j' iiidtTd :'-ttlllL' of iHT ~iiIi.'-; from
16~O to 16.)0 cngu,ged in tlu: lJeaYt:r aut! p..:ltry tradt'~ OUCt" Taln.:ddt_'l h'l1. this w,,:-::- ah:JO;';'T vxrjJi('.~ ill It;~~J and ;d i1lat

tinle tl)O fisheries, wla;e :llH.l otlll'1', \vert' :i$ producti\'(' a~ eVer. T1Jt~ lIal'lJut, uud 1':\'('1'::; (If S..lli'!H swarllll'd \yi:Il {i,c;h,
a.UlOug whieh eva ,UH: l),l-:;~ \Yeft.: \"~_'ry pl-t'lIty, 30 plclltiful \Yen~ tlll'~- that llwy \\'t'I\' lht't.l for Ill:tillll'e up to lli;.1~i_

wLen the general court forlJitl it. Great Clyor was eurlY t"lHH\'ll the 1blJt'nncu in \lat:~a(:1Jll.;.:ctb hS Ja\\', :-;iii'h as
freodurn fl'OUl ta~atiol1 OIl their stotk and tbll .. tll1tl 1'rom milj!ilry (lilt,\" Wh1]t· f'ugag'ed iu tll,'ll' 'l(,l:upa1i~JIL 'I'll(' edrl,Y

foreign tra<l(~! tllat is, 1LUPOl't.S of iIa' eo:o!l,\'. 8!·t.'Ul:-'~ dll.l'ing tIl'!.' first fe~Y ;\'cars. tu h~l.\'t' 1WC'11 in Lill: ljaIHl~~ Ilr pllWt-r

either of the Hume Cumpany or t111\ gOyernlli('ur or ill ...."Ion,', as r<']lI'l',entitl!!; eitl!t'r HII'll! or the l'ol"uist,: !Jui it '"
doulltful if tl1is puiiey eyef oxtend(:tl o\er t11(, 1hherits1 or. if ~O, it IDw;t 1.I<.1Y(' llcell fur a n'r,\ ~Lnn pl'liOi.J. 'lIlt'li',}l­

Pl·ies were eousidc-l't:d 80 iLHportallt nUl T, H;~ l'U 1'1y as Ill,l;): 1. ht gt.:lH.,:l'a1 ('tHlrr nppoiu t a l'Dll1mit tei' tn i 1l11'n>~'~ Ii i',';l Y'dlu

:o-;ball unload salt when it arrivts. This is e\"idt-'1l11J-, ill ~l good palt, O\Yillg to tIle \'~\]llt' or 1hl' 6:11t fur tll ll~hl'lh,'s.

Tiley were. not hUlup·ered w'ith the t':ul,:; ri'~i:rictio[H;; ilullosetl Oil Jon~i.gn iml)ort~, so far .as ,ye tall lind, ~nHi ;"'il\\H

h.... ea.rne profitable. After the elJ~ullist:i lJ:l,l lndlt their hon8c~\ eIeurell tUt.'lr L1Ud:-;~ t'~1al>li:dlcd their c(lUllliOIt li,;.:,lns,

raised elll)ugh to Ile1r' snpIHnt lift, piHH'r ill grain or :tnirl1aLs, aud sowew1J:lt ~t'ttl\'tl (li}Wl1~ tL\'ir altl>ntioll '.Y~l'" 11101'('

particuJarlJ'devoted to ib" fi,;lwrie,. [.'li"",,,e)J\lsdts cOllld uot. well haH' ""l'urlp,llJlll,h grain lid'o]'" l()·lI!, W!Ul!<'H'l'

;;be ma,y hu\'e exported ill ji~h, "lu('(' ill ,Iii:" tll"n' were onlr tllirt.\',s{)yCU pl"ws ill the "hole coJolIY. "ny,s (;rukilH,
th(~, IuolSt of thClll bClllg iu L.YUll.] It tleC'-lllt'o 111{}<'it prnbahle tlti.lt a etrti.lill class of llH::lI, hOWe\TL dc\"oti'(l t11t:iil~t'~ \·c;-,
in Saleul uhuost, (',xclu.-;ively to this hu::,iul"',,,:,S [li~hel'iesl allCl f1'o111 the COnIUlelH~t'llJ('lltuf tllft, loW1\., \ViuivJ' I:-:LnHl
was their heatlquarters. TLt'Y olrtainpd the H~U of ('('rtain lois on the islan(1. and certain t:OllllllOU riglll.f:' [ltlj;\( UJt, alH~

this islanu contiuueu to he llSCtl I,v llsh"ra1l'n until aUlI after a divisiou of the eOlllU:Oll iamb, alJll1li l;j·i. 11 \I'",
then cxpI'es1S1v rese.rved UY the CDll;1)lOlH,'I'S for tlw iblH~rjes, ;U:o:i it hatl ('\·er bc('u lH,"'fOl'('. 1'11;:-\ n':)cn-.ttiou, E;dn'(}\"~T,
was of it grc~tJ cOlnruoll ri;'ld.• viz, tho free nse of tIlii-> isl;IUd CUI' fi~hiu~ purpos,es; f:,illCl;; the fl'U ~t'l'U1~~ a~ a ~,~'lJi'r<:l':'
Tulf', lhJ\?l'l' to lUlye left th~ to\,'1) like', oth('r granl~. 1'1111:-;(' who built ll{lll~l'S, ti.·dl-htHl:'-CS, \YalyllOU~i'S. alHl \'\:J;iT'.-t"~ 011

(his islull(l, Quly ''''uiu('(l an U-81ffJ'uduflry right for tI!n tltJle, IH)llj~. Yt~( l1i~ iSland 11a" SlTU a Lu:-;.~· f[:-.11ir:g: pUllf;]a: ion
~"ath-ert!d UP0!l it t:>aud as late a,~ 17:31 Llll're \ycn~ cOll\'clli('IlCCS 11POll 1 he ..YetL, ydlicl.l, in ,11I pruh;:l~ilit~·; I1li'aih I iliH

island, for fOlty ~res~t'ls aud t.1lt~iJ· fHreri_ ..All tLi!'5 j~ 1)(lW:1 1al1\ ~d' tbe pa,:.;t, Judl,td, ~u ...;.t. lH~'1'ult~17(IU, llJi~ i:--la.ul1, w{~'1
:t stiH Lnsiel' scene in all prohability, :JS ;;ah:nl seut; (Htt, (lV'L't' ~jxry 11sliiIJ~ ketclh','{ ot f],O~1 :20 to 40 tOllS. \yllll:ll 1~~~'J­

«lent.Iy disel1HTged llwif cargoes in 831eUl, a1111 nlOst ];li:t'l,Y 011 the cotulllUlI g;J'oulHl or Jand fOl' the tL...1H'rn.lt.'l1. 11l l\~{jU

Daker's aud Mi~er~' Islands were both set apart by tl1" belllTal eourt for the I're" It,,' of fbl,uTIlell, "m1 ",e', 1'".,l:.i'd.•,
intel1detl to l\c t'.s}leeinlly used b~! the Sa,1rcm, Ltul pel'klpS ~larld('JIPa(l',fbh,'.rnH·l1. FrOtH lheyearl~):2,~' t~o 1:10, 01'
thereabouts, 'Vluter hlulH1 seem,; to he the hpa.dqnarter~of tile ;,0;:11"111 li~hiJli! tra,ie, :lnd ih,,!. track rt"dt """", to
1mve belm OUr st:l)IIo tr:l(l~do\\'ll to a mltI'h bter period, ,.Yell to the AW,.ri<:""Iit'vo111iioll, ::wl tllt' ;.;n,at <.lUI";';" of

trade consequent upon it.'"
l~r()m the annexed HtatclIlCll.t of ~Ir. G. C. Streater may he g,ltlu'It'd SOBle idea or the 11I~Uriallceof tLt, ~;:h'nJ

WItters in 1630 :
.. S-ATCl:DAY, .J C);"J-: 1'21 U;::I}.

"Governor Juhn \Ylllthl'0p tlmllJis COUll'"niOl,", tlll ],oanl t be Aruella, "lid "'jllt the 1l0blt'lal1~:Ar1Jdla011 lloanl, ::1>­
proachcd Salem Harbor. • • • After:t shott sojourn, Go\'cl'\Ior 'VmtlJrol' wrote hOUle to IllS wl!e, who IC1":l1I1c,1

j E8S(\-X I[l~titutt· TIist. Coll., YO!. i, DlJ. 67-74:.



GOG GEOGRAPHICAL REVlEW OF THE FISHERIES.

iu Engbntl: "VI' ill''' l)(cl'e in a paradise. Tllollgli WI' have not beef and mutton, &,e., yet (God be praised) we need
them !lot; onr IIIlliau corn answers for nIl. Yet here is fowl and fibh in allUudauce.' Thl'Y had had early I'TOof of the
almnduncp of fi~h, for Governor \Viuthr0l"s joumal illi,-'rmi'l us thut just before the Arbdla reached the harbor of Salem
tlle)' l'ullght with a few hooks, in two bours, no less than 8event;\'-six eodfiBh, 'sowe a yartl and a half long and a rarcl
in eompa,s,' All tlll' alOCOUU1S returned to EJlgJand LJy the pioneer emigrants eOJleurred in extrava:::ant praise of the
Jle\\' 100uutry, amI we llO .... read their quaiut aud IJighly-colored narratiyes a~ amusing curiobi! iI'S of literature. " " ..

" 'The ulllluuunee of sea fi~h' (says :Mr. IIiggin~on, 1620) 'is almost Leyonrl belicving, and sure I should scarce
lw"e lwlieved it, exeept I bad seen it with mine own e~'es.' He hali seen hunclreds of bass seined at one time in our
0\\'11 waters, an,1 mentiolls lobsters as h dng so abundant that even boys could catch thelll. But of lousters, he says,
as for myself I was SOOn cloyed with them, they were so great. and fat, amI luscious.' '"

TllC curiug, cnlling, and nnal disposition of the fish caught are described by ]\1,.. Cheeve,.,
"Fl.,]] l,ei"g 1he great staple of Salem, as of the colony, was of eours" tlle cflrly ohject of Ille care and ;lttention

of the legislatnre. I,awB were passed protecting it as well as the lls]lermen. The curing of it seems to have beeome
at least a distine(, bnsiness, left to tlJOse called slwrewen who received the fish on return of the fishers and eured
and dried it. It then passed under the review of the cullers, who were sworn officers, certaiuly after 1700, find was
divid,'d into merchantaule, midclling, and refnse; also, seale fish, The first two wcnt to Spanish and the first-chillS
markets, the refltse to the slaves in toe 'Vest Indies, lmd l'erllaps the poorer classes of Europe. The fish from Acadia
(Noya Seotia) (Gape Sable fish) was in great demand in Bilboa, Spain, uS Leing a superior fish, and was largely shipped
there. 1farhleh('ud seut this description of fish to Spain eyen alter our American Revolution. In 1670 the 1f,gislnture
deUol1lwed the use of Tortllga ('VI'st India) salt on aeeount of its impurity, and fish cured hy it was made unrner·
dlan!al.Jc 1))" law. Winter Island and the adjoining Neck seem to have lJeen especially devoted in Salem to the
tlshcries; Winter bland lleing in lUllS, and yet later, the headquarters, to jnuge by historJ', tradition, and olU I]apers.
How flll' Salem may have Leen "ngaged in the whale,fishny is dnLions. Some of her sons way hayc gone down to
C"p" en,l on "nell an errand; for the Cape, as lat" as 1714, was so largdy visitNI hy cod and whale fishers that the
g"H('raJ court that year made ;Ill the province lands there a precinct amI the visitors to it (fishermen) sllpport a
,..pttkd mini"tt"r at £G0 per annum Do' a tax of 4 pence a week h~vicd on each scam:m, to be paid uy the master of the
l'uat for the whole company. This was in the days when no lJlan was permitted to be absent fWUl clillreh a month,
if in health, witoout presel]tation ucfore the grand jury, and punishment by a fiue of 20 RhillingH,'l2

The same writer thus describes the fisheries and 'Vessels used in tIle same, whieh, \'fhen developed further, led to
the el,n-a!!()ll of :\Iassachnsetts as a State noted for its prominence in the fisheries:

"The Englibh had []'"ely used the coast of New Englllolld for the fi",heries before the settlement at Salem, and the
royal eLm·tel· r,'served this right to Englishmen after the settlement, a right whieh 'was fl'eelJ' nscd, it seems. New­
fonudlalHllnul all }:llglish settlemcnt ;It the time.

"The eally fbhel'ies wert} quite profitable, to judge from Levett's account of the tmde in 1623-'24, wherein he
says he lias' attained to ihe ulld',rstautUng of its secrets.' According to him, a bhip of :leO tOllS, with a creW of fifty
men, til(' or(linary (Te\\, of sneh sized vessels iu the fisheries, would he at au ontlay (If some £800, the cost for nine
moutll,;' Yidna1illg, &c. One·tLinl of tLe catch, 'fi&h and tr;lln,' I>eing dedueted ;IS 'fraught' for tho owners, another
as a share for the erew, aUll the balanee 1'01' expenses, the owner's Olle-third part of the cargo would yield £1,340 'for
disl>ur"iIlg of £8CO nine months.' The <'argo sold in Spanish,ports from 3(; to 44 rials I,er quintal. Our Salem fishing
craft Wl're not "0 large as Levett',.; '"hip,' lmt were shallops of from 10 to 20 tons, say, ketches of from 20 to 40, and
filially sdlOoneHl front ;jO to 60, or more, currying not more than from four to eight or ten men, say. Small boats
wm., perha1'" nsed at first. Still the tralle was profitable, Salem llJJ<lllJassaehusctts being built up uy it in tho early
day. The fi"l)('rje~ amI the timhl'r trade gan' Sillem doubtless two-thirds or more of her early \Vealth."

Fl~H AXil FISHING, 1{)1G 1'() lii:l5.-Felt, referring to the alJllndaut supply of herring in 1616 and IlreviOlls to
tllat datc, lIas reeorded this statcment, made more than two hundred and fifty years ago:

"Ill Virgillia, they neyer manure their overworn fields, which arc vcry few, t,be ground for tbe most part is so
fertile; unt ill New England they do, striking at every plant of coru a herring or two, which cometh in that season in
llnch all1lJldanee theJ' take more than they kIlOW what to (10 with.""

Felt then adds (qllotillg another statement made smnewhat later than the above):
,. After fish became scaree, though ahundanee, were taken for food of the inhabitants and for exportation to foreign

ports, the supplies of the halllyurd and of the sea-shore were of course more depended on to strengthen our lands."
Tbe same author says:
"A letter from the company in London to Mr. Endicott in 1620, among other things BIloke of 'building shallops

for the fishing bn~incss, lJy six slJipwrights then herc. One of these mechanics, Robert Moulton, was master work­
Imm. It 1'ropo,ed fibhing in the barhor or on the banks. It requested, that if tbe ship, which had arrived with emi­
grants, shonJ(] he Sf'nt to fish on the hank, ;Iud not return hither immediately, 'the bark already built in the country,'
might l)c Htted ont to bring back tbe fishermen.' We ]lerceive from this thllt a vell8el had been made, most probably
at Naumkeng; and that the DeBire, afterwards launched at :l\farble Harbor, was not the firs' vessel built in the colony,
as Borne havo supposed. The fishermen just mentlOned had been employed in England to reside here for teaching
and encouraging their husiness. .A storehouse was e:rected for the shipwrights and their provision, by an order of
AI,ril 17, and anotber for fishermen and their stores, by an order of May 28. Records were to be kept of their stock,
proYitiiollS, and proceedings."

'E....cx Illstituto Hi.t, Coil. vol. ti, \I. 2, Ibid, voLi (1859], p. 122. Anna:. (If Salem, vol. i, :Jd ed, p.2.3.
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Telt quotes the follolYing,,'nnls of Mr. Higginson "tiered in 1G29, an,l contrasts them \yith the facts eoncerniuIT
the same fish, ,. the Lass, in 184;)," wheu tlley were" seldom seell in our 'Inter,:" ~

"'Yhil,t I was writiug this letter mr w,ife' Lrought l!l(' "onl, that tIl<' fi"hp,,, j""l c,l ugl11 IlJ(J(l I,"ss" at (iue dmu"h 1

wl'I('h If they were lU Engl.md \I'ere 'HHth lllallY a ponml.·' '"
A regular dIstribntiou by la,v of Iilild to the lisllerm'>1l was ill 1CJ;; (j1'(1<')'(',1 hy the S31em :luthorities, :Felt has

tLns eutcred the oecnrrence:

,. 10:--;':;.- Our to"~l1 au~,lH)l'ities, t.o" rlYIJitI tue illrOll\-eult'llce found h~' gr:lld iIlg of Iaut1 for .fj:-ilH~nlll'l1 to ]llow,' onl('n:~tl

'a h.o,\Vse lott antl a g·arde~l lott or ground for the 1'1HciDg OftlH~ 1Jahes, according to tLe eornpany belonging to their
faUlllles r the greatf~st famIly not- al)(H'L' t\yO aerf'S alld tllt_~ ('on:mon of the \,'oods llPer al1iovnillrr for tllt-ir O"o'ltes anl1
their cattle,"" ,0 ,,"

,G,]{AXTS ~F I>Axn TO FISllEIDfEX Axn OTIIEHS,-Iu the E~sex 111,tiiule Histol'i('a] Collections, Vol. ix, 1ijr,::I,ar.: the
ImbJol1let1 lIe"'I1'('S and gr'llIts of and to certain 1"T80US of Salem;

.. 2~-jTH OF TIlE 11'fll 1\lU: A~~r, lG3G.

"\Villianl HrH'kforl1 n(Jceiveil for an InlJalJitallt 4-\: lII:)y :l1.~o ll:lve afIlt-illiug' l .. ott.:~

~~AT A T(,....S::'\E .;"Iu:rTIXC 11TH 01' ye.;:-, "IOXETJI H):3G,

"Its "p'eed-That Tbolllas Moor I' sonne to ,vi']ow MOOT(' &. hi, wit., aI'" H'C'ciH"j fill' IlllJahiwnts und may
hOlY" Oll(' fishing lott ou the Bcd:,

·'AT A 7\IE1;:TIXG THE 2;,TH C'F Tf!E lCTII ,:\1(1:'\1:'1'11. ItJ~17,

"There is grauntcd to TIicIJard GI"'\'C's: haJf :1I11lrre ofblld "pUll tIl<' 111'1'1, for TIle' ,_eTtillgof hi" !Hnv~e.

bel' promising to fnllolY iislling:e,

"TIlE ::1) j).,.\Y OF TIlE 1'11>T l\fOXI-:ru, 1(1:17,

"'Vidov, ::\.foo1'(-, desin'th n lH)\yf::p ]ootc ncere yu!o IlH' 'YinT.'1' 11:llHl. HfllOJJ;.! 11lt.· tIi~1il'nlif'11!" lotTS,

.iTuE 21Tll OJ l1TIl ~lo:-"ETIl1G:Jt',

"Grallute,l To .John Ih'owlJ(' an l"df,' <1('re loft for a ffj,],ing' jolt Ile,'re io 'Yintpr Harbor.

" 4TH DAY ,ll' TilE 12TH )lOXETIL ]6:",0,

" Granuted t(l.Jo,"']1h Yonnge, (In lJ:tlfe aer(' lot lH','r" fbI' ,,'illier hnriJor for Jishinge, Also it 10 acre Jolt Ileere to

Mr, Dowuinge's fanne.
"Grannted to T!lomas ft'rv:lr [j Ilcres (If lum} &, a balfe ane lolt IH'('1'(' willt!'r harJ",r for fishill!rl'.
"Gnulllted to TIenrJ- 8",;n 1",11'" au :lere of land upel'e 10 '\Yinter harLor for Jlshing" liS also ~l 1\1 :lne h.tt, neeI'''

to the Ponu hy Mr. Blackleee1, bis farme,
" Gmuuted to .1oseph KiteheriJI 11:1I1'e an acre at 'Yinter Imrllor if he iml'ljC it iu m~hiug.

"TilE 4TH D.~Y or THE l'2TlI )1O};ETll,

" Gralluted to Hugh Browne ]Jalf an acre of lUlltllleere :ll,ont winter harbor [or 10 fnrt111T his tislIillg, w r
', if Ill'''

follow it Dot, bee is to sJ;luDnder it againe to the towne..
"Daniell Jigglei'! desircs au half" nere. lott neere about "'inter HUluo' for their Ji,hinl' anili"""
" Thel'e is grannted to Daniell Jig~les half all aeTC of land neere auoute "'inter Iwr!Jo' for fislli1Jg "lJl'0ll the like

termes as Hllgh Browu(' llath his,

"TIm 16TH OF TIm (hIT ~10XETlI, lr,;19.

"Edmnnd Tompson hath graunted him baltc an acre of lalld at winter krrhu' or tl,('rcrllOnts for a fishing

lott.
" Crauuted to Henry Hayward au balf aere of l:lno for a fi811ing lolt ahout wiut"r harhol', It is llermitted that such

as have fishing lotts about- 'Vinter Harbo' & tIll' Ihrud slwll lmy" libertie to fence in their lotts to keeJlc oir the

swine and goatcs from their fish, soo that tlwy leavo it open after harvest is ill.
"Graullted to [Richard] Moore an half aerc of hUH1 for a fisher loti, lle~r about ,,,iuter hurbor,

"Graunted to Matthew Niel,8 fisherman fJ acres Ill' land,"
Felt, ..tates that on :May 22, 1G30, tIw genera] eourt of f'alellJ, I'm' the eneouragement of the fisIH'r,', exempted the

alock employed in it from taxes. Th"y forbad cod And !lass fi8h t.o be used for manure,

Addit,iona1 enconrll<TemenL was given to the Salem fishermen iu the same year, as may be seeu from the following:
"1639, Nov. 1l:lth.-T110se having lots ubo\1t \VintN Harhonr and the Island, have liherty to fence in neil' lots

to ke(')1 oft' the swine llIHl goats from their usb, S(l shaH they leave it open nfter th.' cattle is in."
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All engaged in fishing ~erc still fnrther favored, for in 1639, after granting facilities to Mamice Tomson and
others for a fishing esta11ishment at Cape Ann, the general conrt ordered, that for the encouragement of othcr similar
enterpriseH, the vessels, stock, and fish sllOul<1 be e:lWmI,ted for Beyen years, from all conntry eharges. ThB fisher­
llIen were declared, dnring the seasons for catching fares, free from military duty.

This vote, reconletl in the Essex Institute Collections, was passed in 1639:
" Att " gtJlwmll Towne meeting in I. 11th moneth 1639.
"Yotcd.-That the Hand Caled Winter nand may be fenced Inn for the saffie of the fiishing trade & SO to Con­

tiuue Yntill tlw prim. of the third month Caled May ynless such as have Goats doe fence in the flakes for tlH~ saffie of
the fish."

SALE~r FRO}r 1(j40 TO 1G70.-The two next statements-a graut and an order-are also indicative of the interest
taken in the Ii"heries by tb" S",lem town authorities:

"At a gen'll tonne meeting held the 8th day of t,he 5th moneth 164;{.
• * To Richard More, halfe an acre joyned to his howse as a fisherman."
"At a general! to~ne meetinge, held the 11 of the 4th moncth 1644.
"Ordend, ADd that tho doggs at [winter] neck allaH bo tyeu11) in the day t'Jnw & if alJJ' ,loggs there

R!>oi1c Jibh, that tlley also shall either be seut away or killed."
The prayer for and the granting of certain islands to become, for all pmctical purposes, the property of the fish­

ermen arc related in these words:
" At the first session of the legislatnTe ill luOO, Salem applied to them for;' grant of the three islanus. Part

of their application raIl thUR: • \Vhereas ther are certaJ'ne nunda neare our townl', cOIllonly knowen by the names of
the MiserJ's and Baker's nand, fit for fishinge imployment~, a great part of our illlployment, onr humble f(~'l1lest to
thiB honored Court is, that they woultl be }lleased to /::rallt tile propriet,y of those Hands to ye tOIVne of Salem, and
you shall further ingage J'onr pettiouers to be tlHl.llkfull to you, desiringe Almighty God to innl,Je you with Ids pres­
ence and lJlessinge in all yonI' waighty occasions.' An affirmati ve answer was delayed till the next session. This
was thns recorded: 'Vpon a motion made in the belmlfe of the inhabita:r:ts of Salem, this Cll1utjndgeth it meete to
grauut, to them certaine Islaml6, knowne by the nallle of Miseries and Baker's Island, lying in the mouth of thein, 11:11'­

bor, provided that it shall be la~fnll for any fishermen to make vse of them in making fish, and w hafever conduceth
theI'ctuso, ImildiIlg houses, stages, etc., as also wood and Haking in all flAhing seaRolls! Here ~e hase another instance
of provision, made for thc fishery, as ordered hy the Charter. As to the Miseries, the Great one cOlltainA about C,4 acres,
anll the Little, between 3 and 4. They are united lly a bar which at half tide is aboye water. John LmnlJert and
others petitioned t.he town, 1ul3':-'G3, that they might plaut there in the course of thdr fisbilJg season." 1

Still further grants were made for the benefit (Jf the fishermen of Salem: * * * •. The fishermen were early
llroteeted b~' law, and granted yarious privileges, and in 1663 were €mpower€d to usc wood from any common lamls
for fish flakes and stages-the English fishermen possesshlg still greater privileges-being allowed to enter on to l'ri­
vr.te lan<1s for the purpose, paying a reasonable sum, however, for damages. It was trespass in our fishermcn to do
this, hut the Euglish fishermen were considered to bave their privilegns under Ow charter. The colonists <lid not
like sneh an <\xercise of their claims, hut from policy perhaps forebore to deprive them of them." ~

The Salem conrt in 1670 thus gave judgment OIl the use of a certain salt in the curing of the fish: "\Yhereas, by
thc blessing of GOlI, the trade of fishing hath been advantageous to tbis country, which is likely to be impaired by the
nse of Tortl1ga s:llt, which leaves ~pots npon the fish by reason of shells and trash in it," ana then forbid such fish to
bB accounted merchantable." 3

THOUBLI, WITH Ic;DlAXl:lIS lG77.-The following account, compiled from Felt's Annals of Salem, shows the loss
sniIcn·tl by Salem fishermen at the hands of the Indians in 1677, and the means taken to regain the captured. "One of
the principal men of Salem said: 'Some of us have met with considerable loss ])y Indians lately taking our vessels.
S(Hne, lately come in, say that the Indians lmrposell to pursue four more of our ketches, we therefore desire, that a
'vessel, ,Yith 40 or GO meIl, may be immediately sent, to protect them am] retake those and the 11001' captives already
takeu.' The council accordingI;, complied, 25th. A record of the first chnrch follows: 'TiIe IndianB having takcn
]]0 Ie;;:,; than 13 k"tch,'s of Saleltl and captivated the men, (ihough divers oftLem cleared themselves and came hornf'),
it stmck great consternation into all pnopl0 111\1'0, and it \vas agreed, that the Lecture day should be kept as a Fast.'
The sNviees were performed. ''Ilie Lord was pleased to send in SODle of tilo ketches on the Fast day, wbich was
lookcllon as a gracions smile of Providence; also 19 wounded men l,ad been sent to Salem a little while before. Also
a ketcll, with 40 men, was sent (JUt. of Salem, as a ma,n of war, to I'ecover the rest of the ketches. The Lord gave thelll
success.' 'Ibis vessel was called the Supply, eommauded by Nicholas Manning. Among the wounded were Jamc1'\
Yeren and AntllQny ,Valdern, of this place. Two of our townsmen, J',athanicl Kun and Peter Petty, wel'C killed.
Thesl' fonr appear to lwve been connected with the preceding vessels, wl1ile on fishing voyages at tho eastward .
.Joshna ScotJow'snarrative says that, Angust 1H, on signing articles of peace at Pemaquid, Madockawan.lo delivered
I1p fiye men, who helDnged to ketdleS of Salem ana Marblehead."

In 1081, throngh fear of similar invasions upon ketches fishing ne:~r Cape Sable, the military committee of Salem,
on May 24, "petitioned gO\,(~Tnmentthat the~' might impress a vessel and men, and send her to prevent such a pnfl'ose,
1'l"omi"ing that if the report were fa lee" they wouIcl pa,y the cost, but. if true, the Province would pay them!'

The French also, in .Ynly, lti81, captnreu t.wo Salem ketehes.•

1 Annals of Salem, by Felt, yol. i, 2<1 ed., p. 2~8. • E••ex lnst. Hi,t. Coll., ,01. i, p. 89. • Felt, voL ii, 2d e,t, p.212. • Ibid., p. 213.
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FISH AXD OIL IS If)~7.-Lll,l('r(late of 1GB7 \"n~ "I'I'ritwn a ldter of u comlllen;i,J1 charneler, interesting as showing

the yaluahle commodities at that time, 1.y a :Mr. Hollingworth, tlWlI a mereh,mt ill Barhadoe~, to his mother at Sa,]elll.
The letter is dirceted on the outside, '"1'01' Mrs. EI:mor Hollingworth, Att Sal1etll, In New L,;g]and," and reads:

"DEAR A:'\D HO:'\Ol'I:ED MOTHER: ~f~" Dilty be presentcd to you with my kind Jove to my brotller and sister awl
to ye ellildren. Yours lJy Mr. Prnnce 1 Heeieved; :fish now att present bares 1\ good rate hy I:eason ye KewfoUlHllaIHl
men are not yet Come in lilli, I IJelicl""e itt willI", low nUllfTe ahout tllr<'e momhs hene('; lm,ad and peieee [l,,'use) hath
been A good Commodity and ConteDuCS, lonmber is lowe still, oyle will be ye principle Commodity Lut in goo,l Cll~ke
wee :Jr(' in gre:lt likelihood of A hrave cropp; thi~ latter part of y" y"ar hatll 1lr","ed very Seasonable, ye 10]'(1 he
praised for itt, prav lett my brother 0('1, this1etter I cannot tell whal tn :!,hise llim tn seud as yett hesideo ode hut in

. A short tyme wee ~hall se~ what these Newfolln,]]an(] men will doe what qUl1ntityes of 110h 11~(';; bring ilJ ';lld then 1
t\"ill adyice farthcr. I ''''ill slip 1100 opportunity in ai1ri~ing hinl, BOl' with my seryi:o:,~ to all ruy frillds I ftulJserihe Illy

Selfe ~'our olwdi"nt Son to Command.

.. \YlIL BOLLIXG \YOJlTH,

•• pray fail Hot Illy dC:1r~roth£'l' ill s(~tJdillg lla~ ]1:1]1' l\entle of Clli:-;"ke and FOUl(' np]('f' aud S(1me 1, ..uobcI'.!c:-; aUil ~~e
lolt of Cnske.

" Barbad(),,~, Soptern. 19, 1G67, Bridgeton.
"lfy Snrviss to ~lr. Croudet ~Ir...."-ndrev;,s, antI t.o ~Ir ...A..dtlnp~, ana to ~Ir. Bl'uj_ AHjll."

[~on;.-TheQil mentioned in this letter may, in part. ha,'c been \\ hale oil from (1)(' Cape Cod ,,'hale lisheries, or
taken, perhaps, by Salem wlJUling-boats hI Massachusetts Day.] J

:!\Ir. Felt, in Ids Histor" of Salem, suys that Jan",s Loper, of tbat town, in l(;.".~, petitioned the c"I""ial goyerunJ('llt
of l\fas~achnsetts for a patent for making oil. In llis petitiou Loper n'pre~f'l1ts t bat he has befn ,'ngageu ill ,,"lw!e­
fishing for twenty-two years.

PIRATES AND OTlll:U EXF:lI11ES.-'I'hc jnt.er('f·ds of tht~ fi:-.lH'rit"R l'l'1Ilg ill d'Uig('r 11,'" rr'::L,-,nu of l'trllH'& nllll o;i!er

enemies, the f()llowiI1~ item appeared June, loti!):

"1689, Jnne 13: Our govcrUlllent orders a Y('~.seJ to ~\('our onr Cocist of plratl.'f-i, then errl';'\ ~oldi('r... 011 rb' Eastt"TH
expedition, and protect our J]sltillg-H'sse!s OJ! I he eoa~t of Aeadic.'"

Certain vessels from Salclll 1'fcrc captured lly Frenc11 friga1'e:'l iTl 11w ,.... UIllIlW]' ll1' 11ll' 1"nilH' year. This fad rua: its
cnnscqnenCP81lpOn f)\"llt',r~ ofye.sspls aTe· rccordt'l! lly I',-,lt as follows:

"16BB, Scptf'lnbeT 17: The l~(~lclll'S J oLn and Eliza,. ('Olll1l1UIHled by Ezra La!nht~rl: ~l:1rg;ln'l~ 1!~' I)alJl(,l G~-l('~:

l)iligcnce, bJ Gilbert }-'e1.tT:-i; TllOIllUS utili :Mar;-, 11~Y ~lo~lHta Conant; and , l;;.:nl~ DolpllilJ, by l~aac '\:""oo<lhnry, ali of
Salem, are takt'.Jl by t\\ro l~relJ('b frigatef;, SOOIl after this onr luerchallts Hentl a petiTion to the conneil, .I::~·alillg that
8cveral of their vebsels had not returned ,,,ill! t]u'ir 'last farl'~; that ~ix of tlH~nlJ ,,'ilh thirty 11Jl'll, IJad beel! captured

and carried into Port ROy;lJ. They also remark that tlll'yare discouraged lhJlll fjT1ill~ our their fi,hing craft next
~pring', and desire tlw,t Ull ageut It\ay lIe de~rlatl'h(',d to Hee a1Jollt those t1t.·ta:l1eI11,y the Fn·l!tJl.~'

Thrse acts of piraey, as Sal>iuc 5a~-s<, te-ndpd. to check the prospcrit:v of 8aletu, aud in IGB;J tlw FrrlH'II ~,ar e:H1Red

a great Joss of ketches to t hat port, for 1l1'waT,b of lifty of her tishillg Jzdellt·~ ""<'1"t' takeu !J", t I", Fl'ellch aw1Illdi:ll1S,
A British frigate next. appears to YPX tlw fbhlng Y'cl'sels fronl ~alenl. for we lC:lrn 1 hat Joseph SilJlf'y, Ueorge

IInrvcy, aged 46, and Irenr~- II3T,py, 4~;, ill lG~):3 ,yere 011 their homeward passage fbHn a ibhillg; \·(\yage. to Cape S~hle,

and vtcre iUlprc8fw(l (HI hoard of a BrIt·ish frignt(·. Aftm" s('von ,,~e('1-~s~ Sf'fVi(',(' ill thiH ve8seL tIle captain fOl'l.'ed Slhh~~'

to go on board of anoth"r ~hip. "Sns:lnnab, wife of thp latter, haTing four I'hildr('n. IlPtiri()us the gOYNnOr to redress
the wrongs of her lmsb:md."

The province {,xpTes~ed their wiHingncHs to as~i~t those PIlileayoring to n'COYf'r from a Frclldl priy"tC'o' the ])1'1'-

sons who had l,een eaptured, ond Fdt. record" t bis [',!try m:"l" on tlJ(' t,nnt record8 ill lG[l·l: "
"lG£l4. Juno 12: '\Yhercas 50ll1C gentlemen of Sah'Hl nrc sl'lltling out :t 1:1'1 ell to SL .JoIJI1"s 1'1\"('1' :l.nd pllrt,s adJa:~(,,-llt

for fetching oft' S0111e of their people, lately taken by a Fre1!ch !,l'iv:lu'er and en rri"'.l llli1 hIT,' mul 'Ii" ('xc< lienc:" " tl)

dispatch a;, express by said ketch in the l'.apiain of the frigah' ?\'011C"H1{:h,. it is Yuh,a tL,lt jf tIu' l~~,tdl Jnl~(,:l:i:.·'Y 11.Y

l'en"Oll of thi8 I\xpres~ thl\ pToyjue(\ "'ill beaT the loss of 1",1".'" .. . '." . . . .
The terriLle loss sutTered bv Snl('m on acconnt ofjlt" French war may l,p g:ltlt{-rcd 1)\)]11 tl,,' f,,!lO\\'llI;: 1""1:11'1 frolll

a letter written ill Hi!l7 by .Joh~ lliggitlSOll to his brother J\ath;lllif'l: ." .
"In the year 1080 'Vhl'll Ole. ·war firl'it llfoke out, I haJ ol!taillPd a eonlforr.a1Jh~ ('Shlle, _1wlng:lS lnH('l1 (OliU'I'lH.:d

in the fit:ihinC:: trndc a.s'Dlost of illy l1eigl]bollr~. BnL t'illce that t;nH', I hayp. Iuet .witll~'OllSi(leTa~dt' to:'E"e;.; ~..1l~~,~Ta(tt~
has Dltlcb il(~ayed" Of Slxt\,. ol1d fisllillg catchcs lwlOl1ging to tllii:' tCH"i'lH":, lInt alhHlt ~J:X: are 1t:~H. I bC.lH'"\l' L.l,lt llH

towne ill this Province hos 8~lficr('dlll(lr()by the. \"<:1' llJ:lll Salem." ,

[Dakd, Salem, 20, v, '97. J

] Essex Inst. Bist. ColI" voL i, pp. 84-85.
• l'e1t, up cil., vol. ii.2 eu., p. 21~
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III IW') the governor gave a pass for each of the following vessels, I bound on a fishing voyage:

I ' I II Class. Name. Captain. 1 T()lls. ~ Men. !

I Ketch ············1 Mnyllower .•.... ..1 John Curtis 1---;1--6
6
-1'

I Retch ..••........ ! Endea,our. •. . ! Thomas Muscoll .. i 30 i

I JJarque _ _-_ ! DolplJin _ ! Snllllwl Allen _+~_ : 30 j 5 I

I Sloop Dolphin ! Hubert Warren .•. ! 25 i 51
[ Retch...... Prospcrous 1 J o"eph DI'own i 40 i 66 !
!~loop ·rrial ....•...: •... 1 Jolm Cullins [ 35' !

1

,:01001' ...•...•.... Mllr)· •.•......••.. ;JolmWeuh·······i 361 6!
Sloop....... lIope John .Alien ' 36 1 6 ,

IKKcttchh nS'c" Ftlo"er i lIStamtneI ,L[amhert. :~ I ~ I
lee-· •... _ _.. one ,ta .•.•...•.. . aT 111 .n i1sury .. ';'v I v i

I I'::ete-h ---- .. -----., Swallow .~._.+-_. i Joseph Engli3h.. 30 i 5 I

i Sloop ... _ ~~ __ .. ! Sterling ._._ .. ~._.; \Villiam Tftl11ey. 35 i 6 i
Retch .. _- _--: IUU8S0Ill .e~ .... _.. ; Willi:lmPdde... ~: [i 5
Keteh .... _. ; Speedwell _. ; Joseph TIH~k 5

FOllElGN MARKETS IN l700.-Ill 1700 the foreign trade of Salem was tLus descrilJed by Higginson: " Dry mer-
cLnutahle codilsh, for the markets of Spain, Portugal, and the Stl·aits. Refuse fish, lumher, .. Our own
produce, a considerahle quantity of whale and fish oil, whalebone, ---."

'fROFBLE WITH TIlE INDIANS AND TIn:NCIl.-Follr 'H'~Ol1nts of c"ptnres of Sa1Pm fishermen, hetween 1702 and 1706,
by the French and Indians, are recorded by Felt as follows:

"1702, Juue 2: The S"cretar.y, Isaac Addington, addre88es a letter to the Go,'en,or of Acadie. 'tVe have received
information that, fishing ketches belouging to Salem, forced hy bad weather to put into port Sea Tonr, near Cape
Sable, were attacked by nllont twenty IndinnH, May 2:1, at break of day, who took thrce of tlJem with their compa­
nies, and killed David Hilliard, master of oue of them. Thcy detain these vessels and two of the men. They pretend
to have done this under a COlllllJis"ion from the goveTlJOr of Port Royal.

"1702, Jnly: Capt.•Tohu HarnuJen, taken and carriel} to Port RO~'aJ, retnrns with two Salem ketches which had
been captured.

"1705, Angust: The sloop Trbl, Capt. John Collins, and sloop Dolphin, Cupt. \ViIliam \Voolllmry, on a fishing
vo,)"age, nrc captured by a French privateer and carried to Port Royal.

"1700, September 1: A ketch, Capt. Joseph 'Woodbury, was cast away at Cape Sable. \VhiJe her crew, assisted
by others, were saving her matuial", some Indians shot one of them dead. The rest escaped."

The authorities of Salem, feeliug the 108ses to which they had hcen BulJjected, stated in 1711, September 3, "that
as their fiolleQ' has decayed, and they have Illet with losses at liea, they were ullable to repair their fort, as the governor
had ]l1"01'osed."

And this statement is followed, in 17lG, by a vote which, if passed, must lmve proved a source of gain to the town
of Salem :

,r I7IS, Novemher 22: The town vote that each fishing·vessel belonging bere nJHy dry its fish for 5~. a year on
\Vinter bland; and each ve~se1 not of Salem mar have tbe 8ume privilege for 208."

Tbe depreuafory act~ eommittcu upon Salem l)oats by Indians aud otber parties culled forth, in 1794, this
petition:

"I724.-Illhahitant;,; of Salem and vicinity petition that, as Indians had taken several of their £shing vesseI~ und
made privateers of them, and it being rel)Ortoo that many of them had gone to the coast of Cape Sable to continue
their attaeks, Governmeut would nftill'll suitable protection. Aecordingly, Angust 10, Joseph Mnjory was comlllis·
S;Olled to sail in the sloop Lark, accompauied by a whale-boat, to prevent such depredation!'·

l'OTIEIGN' TRADE.-" III 1726 an act was IIRssed at Salem for the better curing und culling of fish, as by the lack
of such care this Ilrticle, oft"ered in foreign markets, 'has brought disreputation on the fish of this country! "3

The owners of Salem vessels in 1726, and on from that date, were accustomed in some instances to give instruc­
tions to the captains of their vessels. This iustruction, given in 172tl, by Samuel Browne, of Salem, to Capt. John
Trollzell, is here appended :1S recorded in the Essex Institute Hist. Coil.: "Trotlzell is ordered to deliver his cargo of
'Scale Fi~h, mid(lJing Cod, and merchantable Cod' at Ililboa, Spain, and thence get freight for Lisbon or Cadiz, and
load with salt at St. Ubes for N. E.; or ll€ may take a freight from L. or C. to Ireland, Holland, or England, and
theu go to the Isle of May for salt."

Felt records that in 1732 Salem had nl>out thirty fishing vessels, much less than formerly, and the same number
which went on foreign voyages to Barbadocs, Jamaica, and other West India Isla.nds; some to the Wine Islands;
others earried fish to Spain, Portugal, and the" Streights."

" In 173.c~ it wall voted by all interested in the exporting of fish from Salenl to the West Indics that D. Epes a.nd B.
Brown should be directed to make ajust representation of the great decay of the fishery, and the grievous burthen

1 Felt, op. ca. vol. iiI 2d ed., p. 215. , Ibid., p. 217. 'Ibid.
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on t~e ,Vest India trade, uy reason of the latc act of ParljauH'ut iIllllosiug a heavy duty on the goods imported from
the Islands, called foreign, ,\c.

"It appears 1Tom tbe custom·honse 'lnarterly a('('OI11Jis of Snlelll from ~[iehapJmaR,1747, to Michaelll1as, 1748, tllat
the number of ,essels tliat eleared out llpon foreign voyages was 1~1, lind the number of t hose entered was !l6, yiz:

---- ------------------

I
:--------------
I~:~•..::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.!
! ;! Brigs .. _ . ._ ._._~. __ •..... 1

i Sloop" .
j Schooners _ .

! Total. .,

Clcarcc1 out. i Entered in.

4 . 1

l~

,
I 11

~1 ! 11
31 18
C3 5[,

tlti

"In which were slJipl'e,I off to Ellr"p" :1:2,000 'juintal" of (tTy eodli,h; to ,Vest, iridin I"lall<b, ;',0;0 hogshetllb (at
(> to 7 quintals refuse codfish p"" llOgshead) for 11l'gro I'rOyi8i011. "''<,w ElIg1all(l shipped oft' no pickled CDtlli,h.'·l

EIght schooners went out of Salcm dnr;ng the year 1740. 1'bis numbcr waR not 80 lar!-(e aR uRual. "ERCIl of
tbem," says Felt, "was about fiO tons, carricll ; hands, caught on rlll avcrage HUll quintalR a year. mad" th'e fares in
this !iDle, two to tlle Isle of SRl,le and tl1l'ee to the banks along Cal''' Sable shore. The merchantalJle cod were
exported to Spain, Portugal, and Ital,V, and the refuse to the 'Vest Indies for 1]('1'1'0 slaves!'

'fIlE FISllIWIE~ OF SALEM FROM 1;,}[, TO 1794.-ln 175& the Ruthorities of Salem dett'rmined to build a balanecl]
bridge over tl1e Nonh River fbannel in 11,e }llace of the OIll, alrer1l1y there. The indenture fur t hi8 work bad a circular
stamp on the top of it, which, Lesides haying" II pence" at the huttolll, had a codfiHh in the milld1e, and TOlllld th"
fish" Staple of the :Massachusetts."

Preparatiolls were being made in 1757 for the invasion of Canada, alld under date of :Marth of 111at ~'ear "a tall
was mane on one Hic1Jard Lechmertl as to fishing vesst·ls anll others tit for transporting troo]J1' TO New York for the
invasion of Canada, and belonging to bis port, ",bieh incllld('d tbis (S'lJern] and other sca·Lond towns."

An entry on tIle town records) made in September, 1;62, shows the interest taken hy the people of Salem in their
own vessels fishing 011 the banks when they had been told of the intentions of [l French privateer. It reads thus:

"I76~, September 14: The governor states that soon after the invasion of Newfullllllland the inhalJitants of
Salem and Marblehead, 'who were concerned in the fishery northwest of Nova Scotia, were alarmed with adyice that
a French privateer "as cruising ill the Gut of Canso, and petitioned for the protection of tbdr fishing yessels enlpl"yt',1
in those seas, and that he fitted ont the Massachusetts sloop, that she had jnst returned, IJeing gOlle a moutll, h:ltl
heard of a Frenell pirate there, a.nd assisted the "Vessels there to finish their fares."

The products of the Salem flslling yesse]s for 1762 are here giyen :
"This year tl",re were 30 fishing vessels o\yned here, which bronght horne 6,2:33 qnilltals of Illf'l"clwlltal,Je alld

20,517 quintals of Jamaica fish. This account was Illtllded, in 1764, to a corumitree of J)ostOD, who were engage{l to
prevent the renewal of tue sugar act, as detrimental to the fi~bery."

A IDBS of thrcc fishing vessels from Salem oceurrpd in the early spring of 17(,u by the forf of a litOI'm, which drm-e
also m11,n~' other Salem Hohing "essels off the hank", some of them returning without eallles, lluehors. ~ e.

The sll1>joined letter will evidem'e tlw fet'ling shart'd 1ly all the New England t1;.hing to\HS in regard to ttl(' treat­
ment they bad received at, the lWlHls of 1he British GOynIlIneul.. The letter WaS \Hitten by Benjamill Pieklllal1 to ,rill·
iam Bro';n, of t he Massac1msdTs!egislnture. in NovembrI', 17liG: "1 perceive t her', is a committee appoilJted to cousitler
the difficultips the trade of this 11ro\'il1ce labors lIlH1 .. r. Yon have herewith the ,J(-l'0sititllIS of ("'0 of onr ,hippe rs,
who were lJarbaroll~ly tn'ated by II C'al,tain of one of his lllajesty'1' sloops of "'ar, 1lll(kr the direetio:J of lio,,'ruo!'
Palliser (of NewfoIlIHlIUlJd), wldch I think ought, in l1re strouge"t manner, to he repr,'sented at home"

In No\'emher, 1767. (1, couimif-tee Trp0l'ie(l that tIle fisher,\.· :Ind trade of" S:d('lll w(~re llllder gr(~at emlWl'l'ns:'IlH'llt;

one result whereof was that seven,1 tOWTli'lllen wcre appointed to unite \vith t!lose of oHlcr to\Y11S to ohta'n relief f"r

thl' fis!wrmPll from tlll' pa~-ment of the Gr(~enwie!l Hospital Illoney.
Between 1765 aud I7i;) an annual a,erage s11ipment from Salem of1\!,(J(1O 'Juiulal, of thll was lll,,,le 10 EUTOp" at

$3.GO and the same to the ",,'est Indies at. $:2.(;0 a 'luintal.
lletween April amI Septernherof the "am" year Salem'.> 10s1' is thus tRtimate,]: Fifty sail of fiHiJlng vessels, fall .. u

one-half, £7,['00; in f1akp~, &c., for thPIll, at £:-,0 pounds eat", £:2.;-,00; and of tile iisbery for Ollt' year, ~'),l)(!O.

In 1782 it was Toted 1'1" the Salem atJtllOriti,'s that jJw tonlllliAsiolH'r for peace WIth Grtat Jln1am Hhou1,] he
instructed b~' Congress to n;ake tlle right of the Unitcd States (0 tll" tislwry an ilillispensah1e article of tile tr;aty . ,

Between 1786 and 1799 file annual :1\'erage of bank fislling vcssels (from Salem) was tW('llt~, maklllg 1,.300 10"s

and carrying 160 mt'Il.
In 1788 th1l Salem nS]lermen TIcre ,elT sucte~8flll. Some Immgbt in (100 tjnintals
Salem's fleet from 17~1O to 17~14 is thUH r"l"ol(~et1: hI 1790 flier" W(']"P 7 fishing S,'hOOlll'rs; 17"1,17; I7[I;.?, ::4; 17D:l,

26; thus far schooners included boats; in 1794 tbere wer" 1:1 schooners and 3 llOat.8.

J Dou.c,las's Nor1h Am{~rj('a. Ho~t{ln :md London: 1753. To!. i. p. 5a9.

oj
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In 1794 the people. offered a petit iOIl to Congress for furtlll'r eneoul'3gement to their fishery, 'wJlieh had been 8eri·
oHsly diminished. Fis11·stalls were onlf'rf'd hy the town authori ties to be erected that the fish might not be exposed
to tbe sun in warm weather.

1'111, FISIIElIlES FHOM 1·-36 TO 1850,-The Salem .'od and mackerel fishery ill 18'JC was prosecuted by 14 vessels,
aggrega,ting 906 tOllS, alH] manned b:y 1:10 tishermen. These vessels caught 5,464 quintals of cod, "WIth $16,552; and
2,5119 banels of mackerel, worth $21,450. The salt used iu bulh fisheries was 8,274 bushels.

From April 1, 1844, to April 1, 184", there Were but, 3 vcssels, manucd by 27 fishel'll}(,u, engaged ill cod·fishing,
Their aggregatc tounage was 2:l9; their eatch, 2,650 quintals, worth $7,400; they used 2,720 bushels of salt.

The salmon, sturgeon, and herriug fisheries of Salem, once so prosperous, had passed away long ago.
The following table, eoried from the Gloucester Telegraph of March 20,1850, exhibits a summary view of the

extent of the cod-fisbery of the district of Salem and Beverly for the season ending Novemuer 30, 1849:

TOIlnage emplo.red ...•...•..........•............•... _.........•. _•.. _.... .••.•. .••... 2,400
Men and boys ............•...... ' .. ' ....••.... _... .••••• ••••.. .•.... .•.. 246
Amount ofbonnty paid .........•.••....•................•....• ...•................ $9.416

==
Fish cured, 17,323l1uintaIs .......•....•.•........•.•.•.....•.•...•..•••• ,. "' •. ' .•••••
Oil, 11,098 gallons .
Tongues and sOllnds, 330 barrels _ _ -

Total value of product.. '.' .• , ........••...••..•.... '." _...•....••..•..•

~fARBLEnEAD.

$60,815
5,5b'3
1,888

68,21;6

•

HISTORY OF :Jl,LumLEHEAD FROM 1G29 TO 1647.-In the town records the line of progress can be traced from tLe
time when a few Nanm"keag Indians llvell on tLe ground on which now stands tbl; town of Marblehead, among rocks,
swamps, and forests, to the time when the annual expenses of the town, including t,he minister's salary, were £250;
at this time Marblehead was a part of Salem, or Salem a part of it, for it was Marblehead tllat gave the name to the
whole Mttleillent. "Here is plentie of marblestOIle," wrote Frands Higginson ill 1629, "in sueh store that we haye
great rocks of it, allll a llurlJour near by. 0111' plantation iH frollJ thenee called Marble·harbuur."

This namc was 800U changed to Salem, but the old name was retained for the portion sinee called Marhlehead till
1(3;~3, when its present uame was generally agreed upon.

Marblehead, doubtless, had settlers as early as W2(i or 1627. The first mentioned inhabitant was Thomas Grny.1
Felt, in his Annals of S:llem, wrote in 1845:
"Tbis settlcml'llt wa;, so denominated from its abundauce of rocks, ancient],)' eullea marble, and from its l;igh

amI llOld projeetion into Salem harlJor, Its bounds included Nuugus Head, which, in 1629, became the site of the
noted Darby Fort. It was seJeeted about this time as well adapted for carrying on the fishery. Mr. Cradock, tue
tirst governor uf n", Massaehllsetts corporation, had one of his companies here iu this 1)llHiness, uot later than w:n.
ISllae Allerton and 1\108e8 Mnvcriek, his son-in-law, the former among the first settlers of Plymouth, wero here as soOIl

:1S ](;:)4. with their servants similarly employed. 'Vood gives the ensning description in 1f;3:l: 'Ma.rvil Head is a
place whieh lyetll 4 miles full Ronth from SaleCl and is it very convenient Illltee for a plantation, cspecially for snell
as will HPt "pOll the tra(le of fisllillg. Therc was llIade here a ,hip's loading offish the last yeaT, where still stand the
sta.gt·f.; and drying seafl'ohls. l

'l

Thl' filllowing Rccount of hane Allerton's settlclllPllt in Marblehead and the emeet of his energetic example is lwre
gi ven in greater detail :

"In IG:ll ISline Allerton, having aln'Rl1y llIade five vOFiges to Englaud ill the illterest of the Marblehead colon,Y,
earne to Marbl<'!wad in the 'Vhite Angp], and Tn the sflnw ,"p&sel, 1011(lNI with fisb, he soon after went to England
again. Hetnrning, he mat1r\ Mar!>:",,,',,d Lis home, building thpre ll. large fish-hollse and employing lIlaDy ves"cls.
• • The impulse which Allerton had ginm was seconded by others, so :mnch so that, tlle third vessel built in
Kew EngJaud was built here in 16:1C, the Desire of 120 tons burdCll. All foreign trade z was soon abandoned,
a1ll1 early in the, next centnry fishing WlIs tho onl~ bnsine~sof tlie place. • This waR the perioa when nearly
all the fiue old llOusl's in tll" town were llllilt!'3

J osselyu in 1Wa gaye ihis brief description of tlle locati.on of tue town of Marblehead:
"To th... Northward of 1.i1l1l j" Man'il or Marble-head, a small Hal'l.our·, tue shore rocki,', upon which the Town

is Gnilt, consiRtiug of l1 few scattered h01lses; hore thc~< hay" stages for fishermeu, Orchards and G:.r<1ens, &0.'''
In 1&:29 there was a c01ldition made in the New Englaud charter ha,ing special reference to the fisheries. Felt,

haYing enumerater1 some of the other conditions, further says:
"Another condition of the new charter was that the subjects of Euglund rlhould be allowed to fish on our shores;

to set IIp wharves, stages, and houses, and use needed woo<l without molestation."
"This condition," he continues, "was ill conformity to previous and repeated resolutions of the Honse of Com·

mons. It seems that such a condition was acted Oil so as to prodnce complaint. WHliam 'Valton and other inhabit·
ants of Marblehead l,rcsented a petition to General Court, in 1646, \If foUows: "Vuereas there come yearly into our

1 Harper'. Magazine, duly, 1874, p. In?.
2 R,{'ftTrin~ to the slave trade,

• HnI'jler'. Mogazine, July, 1874, Pl'. 107, 198
'Jo8801yn·. "Voy.g"s,p.l29.
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plantation IDn.n y fislwY'nwll S·t are strangers, [uHl have formerly don Y8 ycrJ- ItllUL dnntagA ill ~.e ('onsulIiing of our Hre­
wood, stnge tllnher and flake stufL' They (le"in'd that 3011 onler might be estahlished Oll this snbje"t."

Au order to prevent fo\\\'ille frOnl1V31l(lerillg about l.lJe tishing-stages was Inade at "a court, bolllen at Boston. April
1, 163:1," which r<>a,l: '

"It is (jr<kred, that if a11~' swine ,IJall, in fishing tim", come "ithin a ,]uarter of a IllYI,' of tIl(' ,t,,:,:" att Marl.le
Uaru', that they shall", forfede,l to the owners of the Sd sTa,lge, <\; soe for all other 'tlldg"~,, withill 1hei~lnnitt,."1

The town records of Salem, MaRsae!lnsetts, the 2eth of tile first lllouth, Hi3ti, contain tltis item: .
".J~.hll I','a"h ~isherlll'w and Xicholas Mariott Lavillg fenced abont five acres of ground on :\Iarlile K,'ck (though

contrarJe to the orHcr of tlie tmHw) yet Its agre.'d that tllf'y may for prcsent improye the sairl place for building or
l)lantln~, pronded "Iwaycs t hat HI<' prol'ril'Ty then'of he reserved for the right of the towne of Salem, to dispoRe of in
proe(>sse of tynl(' to them 01' any other ffish,.,. men, or 0111,.rs as ,hal!>e t1JOng·ht most nwet, yet SOP as that they mllY
have reasonable consideraeoll for any "hanlge tllPy s1l:,11,,' '11."" • •

The ofrensf', for which the ahove-mentiolle<11Jersons 'n'rr reproved lly- tile town :1ut horitif'8. was ..,ommitted h\- one
John Gatchdl. in 1637. lIe was 1ined 10 shi1Jiugs, hut half of tbis 1l111011nt '''as to 1,,· "hated ,iin casr Ill' should' euft
off his long hal' ofr his head.""

1t was prohably with a view to pnt all end to alllllisd"nwanors of this kind th:1t ill ](;3(; tI,is order was made and
recoTl]"d on IIH' 10wn ret;ords of Salem:

" TIlE 2" OF THE 11'" :Mo: 1G:3G.
"ItPIlI, it is ordm,.',1 for the hetter furthering of the fishing trading & to avoi,1 tht· in('on\'pllicnce we IJ:we found

by grantiug' of l'llld f,)r Jishel'llj('n to plant, That none Inhahiting' at Marble Heall shall have any' otllPr accommoda­
tion of Jand, other 1han sueh as is ysnallie gi veil hy the Towne to fisLermen viz. a 11O\\'se lott &: a garden loft or ground
for the placing of their flakes: aeeordillg to the eoml'any belonging to their families, to th.· g'reatest family not above
2 3,erf1s: &, tho eOl11011 of t1l(~ \voods nf:PTP atlj0yning for tlJeir goates and their ('att]e.)~-t

For the l)roteetion of the :Marhl,·IH'llll lisherInen, lawful holdPl's of land granted to them, frolll intrn"ioll l.y
foreign fishernlcll this la,w' Welt:5 adopted:

"At a Getlf'rall Conr1l', HI. f\OSlllll, 1tJr Election 1he 6 th of tIll' :1'" Mo, 1ll4G.

"Upon y" petitioll of :Marblehead men ~.e Cort thinke l1t to ,leclarc, y' hewsoevr it hatL benc alowcd custome. for
forraigne fishermen to make usc of sneh harbors &. gronlJds ill tlJis conntry as hayc not bene inbahited by Englishmen.
&. to take timber <\; wood at 1l1eir pleasllres for all their o('easions. yet in tl](',e parTs weh are now possessed, &. yO
lands disl'osed in ppriety to sev'"J11ownes & pSOllS. & ~., 1Iy his mati" graut, l1lJdr y" great seale of England, it is not
now la,wfull for any' 1,erson, I'ith' fisherman or other, pith' forrl'y1",r 01' of this conntry, to ent,'r upon yo lands so
apI.printed to any town(' or IlsOll, or 10 tnke any wood.. or timLer in any such places, w'''out y' licence of sneh towne
01' pprietor ; &. if any pson shall trespas lwrein, y' towne ,)1' pprietor so inil1red may' t:,ke l't'lIlec1,' 1>y :rction, or ma"'
pserve their goods or other interest hy Opposillg lawfllll fore.; 3gni118t such uniust yiolcnee; pvide,l, y., it shal1>"
lawfulI for slwh fislH'rmen liS shall\e illlpli ...1 hy flnY' iul\ahitnnts of tbi~ inri~dietion in Y' seyrall seasons of yO yeare
to make use of any of or harhors, & ~l1cll lands as are m'pre adio~'lling, for y' drying of their fish, or Otll' needfllll
occasin1l8, 3S also to take S\lell timher ftlr fire1"o«1 as tlley "hall have llecessary use of, for their fishing seasons, where
it may he spared, so as tbey make clne sntiBfactil\lI for y' Ban", to SUdl townl' or pl'rietor." 0

Two months later this ,,,Milional d"l'1aration and order was delivered:

"Aft a Genne'all Con't" of ]c!c"i'OtlS, h"gnnnc till' 11th of lIIay, 1t>4ti.

"In ausr to the peticon of seiiflll inhabitaI'" of Ma rhle1H'ad, for redres".e of many great almEes ecn1itted on 1heir
inl,el'it.anceslly selwrall fishermen, itt iii IJeercby declared, & orde'ed that bowsoeue,. it 111lth binn an nil owed eustonj('
for forreigne fishermen to make use of such lwrbors & grounds ill this conntry 38 bnve 110t hinn inhabited by English,
& to tak~ timber & wood at their pleasure thr all thpjr oe.e.acons, yett, in thesc pIes, W'h :I"" now 1'0i;sesH,'d, &. th,'
lands l1ispose<1 in pp'iety to seuerall toulles & )1S0118, & t1Jat h~' llis maj" ~rallnt(' "lIdc' the greah' seale of England,
itt ianot now lawfull for any pson, e.ither fishermPll or others. either fi'''pine's 0' of tbis C'Olllltry, to enter vpon any
lands so llppi3ted to any toune or pson, or to take IIny wood or tiwber in any sne!J. places w"'ont the licence of
such tonne or ppriety; &. if any pBon shall trespasse herein, the toune or pprieT~' po illil1'ied llJay take their rem­
{'(ly aeMn, or may psceute their goods 01' other interest, opposing by lawfnl! forl'e agn' snc1l VlJjllst viol€IlCe; prO\'ided,
that it shaUbe lawfnll for such fishermen as shallhc imployed by any inlwbitanfs of this jnrisdie.cnn, in the Beuerall
seasons of the yeere, to makevse of anyof or harbor~, & such Illnds as are ne~re adjoyning, for the drying of 1heir fish,
&. otber oeeacons, a~ also to take such timher or fierwood as tlJey slla11 have necessary vse of for their fIshing seasons,
where it. maybe spared, so 8S they make dew satisfaeColl for the same to sneh toulle· or p'prieiyps. By 1.01h}' 5

The offenses whieh ea11.'d forth the above laws were dnJ' in pn.rt to the n('gleet hitherto shown Oil ihe parlof1he
town authorities WlWIl making grants of lund. "From the brllmble·lmslI on the north, 80 lllany fi·d, to tbe bramblc­

hush on the west," &c., was no uneOmmOlJ designation.'
By this time, 1647, :Marhlehead bali become largely interested in fishing. Felt has r"eorde,l this statement:
"1647.-By the middle of .January the vessels at Marl.lchp,)(l hn.ll caught, in the season of fishing, alwnt £4,000

worth of fish.""

I Room"dB of Mass"chu~ett~.vol. ; [1628-164\1. p. 1O~,

• ESBex Institute Hist. Col!., vol. h. p. 27.
• Harper's MngaziDA, .July, 1874, p. 198.
'E.""x JustitutcHist. Coli., vol. tx [18681. p. 27.

Ii Rf'cord~ of Ma~8:lCbn8etts,vol. ii, p. 147.
'Ihid., vol. iii, p. 63.
rHarper'. :Uaj:aziIle, July, 1874, p, 198.
• Annal. of Salem. '"01. ii, 2d cd., p. 212.
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PllOTECTIOX OF FISH DUmXG Sl'AWXIXG SEASox.-For the regulation of the fisheries the following orders were
passed hy the general court in 1668 and 16i9:

"It is onlcrcel L~" this court anel the antborit;y thereof, that no man shall beneeforth kill any codfish hake had­
dock or pollack to dry for sale in the month of D"CClllber or January because of tbeir spawning tyme, nor any mack­
rell to lJarrell in the Illonth of 11ay or June, under penalty of paying two shillings for eacll quintan of fish and lil"l'
shillings for each Larrell of IDaekrell; nor shall any fisherman cast the garbage of the fish they catc'h ,?Ycrboard at or
near tbe ledges or grounds where they take the £sh nor shall any of the boates ei'ew neglect 10 obey the order of the
major of the YeKsel to which they belong for the trmes and seasons of fishing, nor shall they take or drink any lIlOre
strong liquors than the major thinks meet to permit them, nnder the lJenalty of tweuty shillinj:(s for tIle lIrst offence,
for the second 40, for the third three months imprisonment.' 29 (b) 1668." 1

DunES or l'ISIIEIt~1E",.-Thefollowing order was lll18sed by the general conrt June 13, 167!):
I. For enconragement of fishing trade: It is ordered by this court &. authority thereof that all fishermen that

are shipt upon [~"'inter &. spring voyage shall duly attend the same according to custom or agreement with I'espect
to time, and all ffishermeu yt are upon a fishing voyage for the whole SUlllIner shall not presumc to hreak otl from
said voyage hefore tIle lust of October 'without the consent of the o~"ner, master & shonlman upon the llcualty of
paying all daulages."2

AllAU;.\1E:>T OF TAXES ox FJSIIJ,Xa YESbELS, 16~J.!,-The gencral court lJassed the following order XoYem!",l' 2.
16!)4 :

"Upon mulling the petition of sundrr of the inhabitants of Marblehead, 011 behalf of said town, I.raring that
they may 1,,) eased of tllll dnty of tonnage for their fishing shallops, and that thcy may only be considered and taken
in as othn mtable estate :-votcd-Thut Fishing Bouts bc abatc,l of the said dnt~~ of lOl1nage and that they pay onely
to the Pnhlick aK other ratahl" cKtate, according to Ihe valuation set hy the Rct or acts of the court for the granting of
puhlick taxes and no otherwise.'"

TIWl.:BLE WITH }'OlU:IGXERS, lGDJ.-The JllRrulehead fishermen seem to have suffered tJlrough the im'asiOlJS of
foreigncrs. relt records tbe following entry made on th" town records September ZJ, 169,,:

" September 2:1, 1695. -As a French privateer lmd captnreu shallops at the Isle of Shoals, anotJHH' in our Lay, and
it is s[1id tbat I Major Brown's ketch, which was taken, and other Looty, are in a harbor in or ncar Casco Bay,' a.
COlll1ui,sion is requesTed for a keteh and shallop, with 40 or 50 fishermen of Marblehead and Salem, to sail flom this
place, in pursuit of the enemy. The petition was allowed, and funds Wtre granted for the enterprise."

.KAVAL rRon:CT10N FOR THE FISJIEnIEs.-Concerning tbe protection of tho fisheries, the military uuthoritieshad
the foIlO\ving correspondence in 1696.

Letter to Captain Legg, at Marblehead:
"Upon applicn.tion of yourself and otber Gentlemen concerned 111 ye Fiehery I was really to gratifY you with a.

convoy 80 far as might heeome best. with ye otber scrviee proposed by bis Majesty's ship into ye Bay of Fundy, and
did :wcOl'dingly mcln CaI,taill Paxton to attend that service, he then acquainting me only of Lis want of fifteen men,
and I understood you werc ready to SUIJply them rather than to faile of his assistance, and I expected it had 'been
don", and that he bad been gone to sea. But I have this day received at Letter from Captain Paxton n.t Marblehead
in wlliell. be advises of want of 30 UJen more to cOIllpl"te his Ilumber, and that he has not yet received any from yourself,
amI therefore expects positive orders, &.e."·
Ldler fr01n William SIQuyMon to Capt. IVt,,,t. Faxtoll, COlllma1ldel' of His Majesty's ship Nell]JOrt, dated .Bo8/on, .May 4, 16D6.

"I received :yours of this date whereby I understaJl(1 ~'ou are still at MarLle.head and am snrprised at the a-ecouut
yon gi \'c of the want of 30 llleu to make nl' ;yonr compliment. You never mentioned more than fifteen unto me bcfore
~'our going hence, which I expected wouln be made good unto ;YOll lly the Gent.l~~men concerned in the Fishery and
~'()n say tIJI'y will provide them. I hOI,ed that 11 considerable part of that serviee would have been performed before
this. I nUl sorry that the Fishery should not 1e assisted having made proY;"ion for t.hat design bnt the time is ""ery
much l",s8"a away that I fear the other service proposed for yon (which is of such importance) will ve dlsappointtltl
in ease yOll should pursue your oruer to continue with them till they make their Fa-re. Bnt if you think it may he
with the 8ufet)' of his :Majesty's ship without a further supply of men to convoy them to the Fishing Ground, and 80
to return back to this placc, I do eousent to uml ord<T ~-onr going so far with them. Let not the time run out farther,
that if ~'Oll are IlOt in a capncity fur tilis serYi"" other measures lllay be taken, of whieh gi ;'0 illO speedy notice."5

TilE FISHERIES OF ~LumLEIlEAD J'H011 1715 TO 1'790.-111 the autObiography of Parsou Burnard i chosen minister
of Marblehcftd in 171", are fouud these wortis, referring to his arrival there in 1715: "Nor could I find twenty families
that c0111d stuud on their own legs; u]](1 tllt'y wem generally as rnde, swearing, dJ'nuken, and Jlghting a crew us they
were poor. I 800n saw the town had a IlJ'ice in its hands, and it was a l'ity they had not the hen.rt to improve it."o

After giving this most. del.lmahle aceouut oftllf) moral, 80eial, untl COUlllleI't,ialst.ate of the settlement before 1720
he states that 1>y the middle of the ceutury a great change had been experienced, and thus describes the rise 01 the
tislH'ry trade: .• Mr. Joseph Swett, a young man of strict, justice, of great industry, enterprising genius, quick appre­
hension, nnll firm resolution, but sllIall fortune, wus the first man who engaged in it (sending fish to fordgn markets).
He sent a cargo to IJarhadoes, and from the prot1 Is of the voyage foum] that be inereaset] his stock, and went on build­
ing vessels, till he was cnablcd to send vessels to Europe, loading them with fish and pointing out to others the path to

1Ma.ssaclmsetts l-Iaritime ~Iall1H~cript~~ '"01. i, 1>- 59.
21lJid' j vul. ii, 1" ~81.

'Ibid" p, 549.

'Ibid., '1"01. iii, p. E9.
oIbid., p. 88,

G llarper1
}1 Magazine, July, 1874.
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riche8. The more promising yeung men of tbe town follower1 his ('xample; and from this small beginning Marblehead
became one of the first trading towns in the baJ'."

"From this time," he continues. "the tOWl] Legan to export its own fish. In 1740 the town had lEO vessels
engaged ill 1i>h~nl-:, al:d at. least a tlJird as TIlHllY more ill eal'fJ,ing them to Bilbon aul other Spanish ports. The town
becum'" second ]J1 populutwn and wealth to Bostel', and, when the days of trial canw, its port of entry and its freest
benefactor."

"As SOOI1 as the fishing bnsiness began to resume its aceuotomcd activity," eaysRtJad, "a law \\as pussed by the
legislature n quiring a tax of sixpence a month for every fisl,erman in the provin,·e. The penalty for the non.paJ'~ent

of the tax was a fine of £20 sterling. The passage of this act WHS considered a great hardghip by the fishermen
of Marblehead, who complaine,1 Hat tbey coult1 barely obtain a livelihood, und could ill afford to pay the tax. This
occurred ahout the J'ear 173G. Finally, one Benjamin Boden, a Ill~n more daring than his associates, determined
to resist what he termed' the imposition,' and flatly refu.'ed to eomply to t he requirements of the law. The eollector,
William Fairchild, esq., after vainly demulll1ing the tax, brought a suit against the delillquent for the amount. ThIS
action on tlle part of the eollector caused great ,'xcitcmeut. throughout the town, aDd firmlly a town meetiug was
called to cODsidel' the matter. At tbis meetil'g the tax was denonnt,ed nlJjngt and oppressive, and the town voted to
pay the penalty Hll(l the eosts of any suit or snits arising from a resistauee to the .ix.penny aet" I

ConcerlJing the condition cf the lIIarblellead fisheries about the midc:llc of tbe last century, Douglass writes:
"Marbll'hea<1, in New England, ships off more dried cod than all the rest of New EnglalJd besides; "nno 17:12, a

good fish y"ar, and in profound peace, Marblehead had about 120 sebooners, of about fifty tons burt hen ; seven men
aboard, and cne man a~hore to make the fisb, is abont 1,000 men employed from tJlat town, lJesides the seamen \\ ho
carry the fish to market; if they had all lJeeu well fisbed, that ig, 200 quiutals to a farc, would lraw made 1'20,000
quintals. A t present, anno 1747, they h:we not exceeding seventy schooners, lind make five fares yearly; first ig to
the l~le of Sabk; the codfish Bet in tIlere early in the spring, and t11ig far<' is full of spawn: £01'11101 Iy i!I,'y' fltled out
in February, but by stormy weather having lost some vesse;s, and mallY uIJchors, caLks. Hnll other gear, Ihey do not
fit out until March. Their second fare is in May to Brown's Bank, and the other l>:l1ll,s near the Cape Sal.1e coast;
these are also called spring. fish. Tlleir third :wd fourth far<'s arc to 81. Georg"'s BanI" called snnJllJt'j' fjsh. Their
fiftb and last fare is in antumn to the Isle of Sablf'; these nre ell llf'd wint,,], fisl!. Xl'\\' Fnglnnll ('OIl is gcnera];y
cured or dried upon hm'dles 01' bru"h. Auno 1721, were cured at Canso, 011' 1'\o\'a Seo: i:I, ;:0, I Oi; qnintals of coflbh; lmt,
us it is sait], the officer" of that gnrrioon uscd the fishermen ill, and no fishery has Lecl] kept thuc for lnun;' ~'ears,

At present, anno 1747, there is eured in all pl:wes of Briti,l, North Allleliea aLont 3(;0/CO qIJinta;o dl'~' lIIeJCbant·
able cod.'''

In a, foot· note Douglas" auds:
"'Yitbin these few ~'ears our cou·fisber~·, wbaling, awl "hip,building have faih·tlllludlj an.lb~' pl'eulalioll and

{lel'opnlation we wem like to have been earrjed into rnin; but it is llOpl'd we may have Letter times; at present onr
trade is not balf so much, and onr taxes from 30 to 40 timcs more thtlAl they were a few sears ago. Anuo 1748 olll.y
55 fbhing schoouers at Marblehead."

"The depredations of the French on the SCa nga inst the commerce and tbe fis1Jnit,s of the Englioh colonies dlll'ing:
the year 1756 were severely felt in Marblehead. Several ,'essels, with their crews bcltmging here, wcre captnred wllile'
on fi..hing banks, causing great distress among their ftlmilies alJ(1 great exeitement in town. The "xposed !:ondition
of the harbor eaused seriolls apprehensions of au attack from the enemy, when the people were It"s prepared to meet·
it, and it was finally voted to present a petition to the lieutenant-governor praying for tbe protection of the proviuce.
The petition prayed also for th6 protection of the fishing intere~t, and stated that' in time of war tile ti~hery is 11l'08e­
cutcd with mueh greater difficulty :lnd risk tLan :lIlY other branch of business,' as will app,'ar IlJ' the lat I' capture of
our vessels Ly tbe French while on the fishing lJanks.

'" That, by the small extent of our town (the whole extent being little more than 2 miles square, and lhat roeky
und barren), the inhabitants can have no prospect of' exchanging this for a more profita},le ellll'h1JLIl!:llt in time to come.'

"During the year 1768, 9 vessels, with their crews. were lost, and tlie following year 14 others met with", similar
fate, making a total of 23 vessels and 122 men 11Ild lJoys. Besides these, a large number were drowned by heing
washed overboard from ve.ssels which retnrned. A large number of widows and orphans were lhu~ Idt to the care of
the town, and ilie grief and suffering caused by these terrihle calamities was very grellt."3

"In the year 1766 there were 40 ships, brigs,. snows, and other vessels of nearly 12,000 tons in the aggregate
[belollgine to Marblehead] engaged in foreign trade. MarLleheall was then seeonll ouly to Boston in the number
of its inhabitants. It was taxed accordiuglJ', and more hard money was imported here than iuto any other town in
the province of Massachusetts. As ite trade flourished the we8Ith of its inhabitants rapidly increased. Vessels
loaded with codfish sa.iled from the town for Bilhoa, in Spain, or Bordeaux, France, lind came bad. either freighted
with the prodncts of those countrics or bearing doubloons or dollars." i

The above extract will convey some idea of Marblehead's success as a port of foreign trade alH] as a fighing tOWD.
"For a time," writes Road, "the at,tcntioD of the people of Marblehead was diverted from jluhlic nii'air:> hy tho

disasters to their fishing fleet at sea. During the year 1768, 9 vessels, with their crews, w.erc lost, and the followmg
year 14 others met a simila.r fate, making a total of 23 vessels and 122 Ulen and boys. BeSIdes th~se, a large number
were drowned by being washed overboard from vessels wllieh returned. A large uurnber of WIdows and orphans

I Roatl's Hi"tory of Marblehead, p.50,
• Briti.h Settlements in North America. lillO, Vol. i, p. 302,

45GR F

• Row's History of Marblehead, pp, 60-7i.
4 Glollcester Telegraph, Febru:lrj' 20,1861.
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were thus left to the care of the tfn"Vn, and the grief and suffering caused hy tLese terrible calamitics was "Very great.
There were at this time noout GO merchants engage'll ill tL" foreign traae, uf'si,los a "Very hlrge uUllllwr of' sllOn'mell'
who pro~e<'llieo tho fi8heries. Some of the lJOuloes lmilt h;y these mereLltllts were among the nlle"t ill the province,
tlnd O1W, OW palatiaJ l'esitlI'LW(' of Col. .Jcrcmiah L"", is ,mid to have cost over £10,000." 1

"From 1,tiS to 1,70," says Colll'etor Dodge, of Marhkllead, ,. the town lost 23 Y(,ssels and all their crews,
amounting to 162 men, who left. 70 widows and 1,,;) children. 1 fiud hy the records of the custom-house in the year
l7ll0, there were 103 vessl'1s with tOllnage of 6,7Gll tons licensed in tlJe e()(l-fishl'ry." .

,Ve, find the first fishing lif'f'TIse on reeoro at Mal'Lleltead dated 171-;9. As far Lack as 1768 it is rpf'onl"d at tIll'
custom· house there were 258 "essels lJelor;ging to tbis 110ft, of which fully ou(\·half were engaged in fishing. taking
their fish Oil the Grand llanks ofNewfoundluml and near home, off the New England shore. A large part of the catch
of codiish, after being thoroughly cnl'f'rl, ·was packed in dl'''IJIS amI exported to }'l'ance, England, 'Vest 1r;(li(,8, and
other foreign ports.

"The British Parliament," says Road, "having l)rohilJited the colonists in 1775 from carrying on fisheries on the
banks of Newfoundland, it was deemed imprudent for the fisbing fleet to venture out. As nearlJ- if not quite all the
v('ssels belonging to the town were ready for sea, a committee was clIOsen to wait upon the owners and shippers and
reqnest tl1em not to proceed on the vO)'ages until after the time of prohihition had expired. A circular le.tier was also
addressed to the fishermen of other towns, req nesting them to adopt II similar course, as the safety of their lives and
the welfare of their families depended upon their prndence and forhearance."

In General Washington's diary may be found this statement, refening to the people of Marblehead in 171-'9:
"The ehief employment of the ~ople of MarblelJead (males) is fishing. Ahout IIO vessels and 800 IDen and boyg

are engaged in thi8 business. Their cIlief export is fish. Abont 5,000 souls are said to be in this place, which has the
appearance of autiquity; the honses are old, the streets dirty, and the eommon people are not very clean."

THE nSHEIlIES AT THE BEGIXXING OF THE PRESEXT CEETURY.-The Marblehead Ledger in 186(} gave the follow­
ing acconnt of the fisheries of Marblehead in the early part of the present century:

"Ahout 50 vessels sailed to the banks in the summer of 181&, and as the market!' were bare of fish they did well.
* Seventeen new schooners were added to the fleet in 1816 or 1817-all bnilt at EflBex. The fisheries of Mar-

blehead were 1ll0"t prosperous during the fi1"st six 01" eight years of the century. An immense quantity of codfish was
then exported to France, Spain, aud the '"Vest Indies, if not to other countries, and those exportations were made
lDOSt.1y in tIle winter in vessels that had been fishing in the summer, some going direct from the uanks to foreign
ports. To Spain the noSh was carried as ofren wet Uij dry, but that sent to the West Indies was always well dried and
paekell ill easks or 'drums.' As a general thing, no return cargoes were lJrou~ht from Spain. The fish 50ld at Bilboa
nnll othel' Spanish ports were paid for in doubloons, and our vessel.. would often proceed from those }1orts to t.he Cape
de Verde Islands and there pnrehase cargoes of salt. FlOro France we received our pay in silks, wines, o~ive oil, and
other articles, all of which found a ready sale. Sugar, molasses, coffee, rum, pine-apples, oranges, lemons, and ot.her
tropieal prodllets were hrougllt from the 'Vest Indies, and disposed of without delay. There were times in the Spanish
and Fre.nch harbors ,,,hen fisI) commanded an extremely high price. I was in conversation not long since with an old
tislwnnan, who informed IDe that he once went, to Bilboa 3S a mate of a fish·ladl'n 8cllOoner, and tlJat the cargo was
80],] at the rate of $20 a. quintal. '\Ve got,' said he, 'about $1 for every fish we carried out.' He added that he Lad
known the article to bring a still higher price, bIlt tbi" W[l8 "OOIl after the termination of the war of 1812.

"It aPI,ears to have bel'n Ilot an UllellflllllOU OCellITelho(' hnlf 11 eeutlll'y ago for the skil)per of a vessel, after having
loaded his craft with codfish on the banks, to set sail at ollce for sOllie French or Spanish port, tllUs being away from
IlOmc for six to nine months. Many years since a large nnmoer of our bankers used to ma.ke three trips in the COUrBC

of a season, ll'lwing the harl,or 3S early as the ht of February llnd remaining out on their last cruise until the 1st of
Decemher. On Olle occasion a lJanker Oil her third trip was so Imffctefl by advel'lle winds that flhe did not arrive home
until tho 24th of January. At another time one of the fieet made Cape Cod Light on the 10th of December, the weather
being then very modera.tc; but on the following morning she encountered II furions northwester, which drove her off
the coast. The gale continued with unabated violence nCluly four dUJ's, aud when it had spent its force the skipper
of the ~·ef'lsel, finding him~eIf far to the southward, without fish, provisions, tlnd almost entirely destitute of water,
deeme<l it expedient to bear away for the Bermudas. lle arrind at one of those islands after a thtte days' run, llnd
remained there throughout the winter; and on the 20th of March, wben lit> llnd his creW were supposed to have long
si~e perished ill the "urf of the 1,,1e of Sable, the skipper roundeiI Neck Point and bronght his craft to Imehor off the
fool of Wharf Lane, I'canhing home jllst in season to pTl-went tIle maniage of his Joving wife to the captain of a Fenob­
fcOt wood coaster."

MAl:DUlHllAD 1:'1 18Zl.-Hodgson rcmarks of Marblehead as a fi"hing place in 1821:
"lIJarblebead, the second town in the Commonwealth before the Revolution, is now comparativel)' 'the top of f),

l"Oek, a I)lacc for thc "lll·eIHJi ng of nets in tbe midst of t.he sea.' It i" from tllig plnef', principally, that the Newfound­
land fishery is carried on. Tho trade, however, has latterly been very unproductive, and 1 saw the fislling craft, which
WQS now drawn on shore, very generally advertised for sale or charter,'''

I IIisl"ry of Marblehead, Pl'. 77. 7S. 'Hodgsuu·s.Tuurney, p. 237.
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$1 :)7, [J,(lO
12,390
5,000
f',60{l

STAT~:lIEl\T OF }lAIWLEHlUD FISHERlES 11\ 183I.--The Gloucester Telegraph of April 28, 1832, says: "Six vessels
;vere lost III season of 1.",31, and, gCllcrall,r spealdng: tbe season "ras nllf~lYOnllJle. Fift~"-scveJlvessels were engaged
1Il the cod and mackerel fish err, with erews numuering 412mcll:

1,{iS2,650 fish were taken, and the weight of same was 55,000 quintals, at $2.25 .
Oil n:ade, Stl[, ullrrds, at $14...........•...........................
Sounds, tongues, &e., 1,236uanels. :::::::::: :::: ::::
Mackerel, 1,600 uair.,]s, at $3.50 .

Deduct salt consumeu, 8,000 llOgsheaus, at $·1 ......•.•.

Deduct hait eOllslImed, 1,0(10 barrels, at $;", .

160,4!lO
32,000

128.4UO
5,000

123,4UO
17,000

140,490
52,682

--_._-
Lea·dug __ .

Now, if we add bount~· allowed "." ,,, ..

We shall have this sum to divide hetween OlvnCIS nnd crews ........•....•••...•......
J<'irst three'f'ighths fi))' owners .

87,808

to be divided between 412 men, which will give $213.52 while employeu, on :1Il average eight. months.
"The umonnt of sounds, tongnes, halihut, &c., saved, if accurately known, would have no doubt added aIle quarter

to these last items."
STATISTICS FOR 183:.:!.-The Gloucester Telegraph of February 9, 1t'33, says: "By It statement in the Marble.

head Gazette it IIppears that the fi4 vessels engageu in tlle bank cod·fishery from that town the past yenr, employing
324 ruen aud 46 uo~·s, brought home 60,000 quintals of fish, amounting t.o $1iJO,OOO, el0 barrels of oil, $10,125, and
sounds, tongues, &e., to the value of $5,000 to $7,000 more. To tbis is to be added the bounty allowance, amounting
to $16,121". The wllole product Wus thereforc$17ti,OOO. After dl'ducting expenses of salt and uait, the owners received
about $:,3,000, and the crews $81",340, anlOnnting- to $254.58 per share, while employed, say eight mOIlths."

THE FISIIIXG 1110131' PROSl'f:ROUS I~ 183H.-According to Road: "The year 11:139 may he said to have been the period
when the fishing hllsiness of Marhlehead reached the zenith of its prosperity. At that time 98 vessels, only 3 of which
were under 50 tons Imrdell, were ellJl'loyt~,1 in the uusiness-a larger number than have ever sailed from this port since
the tillle of 'Jeft'erson's emba.rgo.'"

DECLIXE OF THE FISIlEIUEs.-The Revolution, the French and English wars, and the war of 1812, with the em­
bargo that preceded it, soon put 1m dl'ectllaJ stop to the astonishing prosperity which Marblehead had eltjoyed, for
the mOllt part uninterruptedly, since 1750.

,. Before the Revolution the town had 12,000 tons of shipping aIllt 1,200 voters; after the war she had only 1,500
tons of shipping and 500 voters, while there were ahont 500 widows and 1,000 orphans in the pllwe.'"

Frqm the year 1840 there was u graduul LIl'en'ase ill tlHl fisheries until 1840, when 11 vcssels were lost with 65
men, leaving 43 widows aud 150 fatherless children, which sel':ou81y diminished the fleet, reduciug it 937 tOilS.

The Barnstable Patriot of Apl'il 28, 1fJ47, contained this item:
"MARBLEHEAD FISHING BUSINESS.-A native of Marblehead informs us, says tbe Danvers Conrier, tbat this

business, which has been for several years the chief pnrsuit of the citizens of tbat town, is now nearly abandoned.
They have determined to fit Ol1t but 15 vessels this year, while in 1837 there were 12~ vessels which belonged to Mar·
blehead and were engage,l in the cod·fishery on the banks. They have been compelled thus to limit their interests in
this business, principally by the long train of unfortunate and disastrous circumstances whieh lIas for the last few
years accompanied their enterprise."

FISHERY STATISTICS ~'OR 1856.-The Gloucester Telegraph of February 10, 1857, gives the following item: "The
whole Dumber of vessels engaged in the fishery husiness in Marblehead in the year 1856 was 43; amonnt of tonnage,
2,782 tons; number of men, 322; number of fish taken, e93,000, weighing 26,079 qnintals, valued at $137,188; with
11,074 gallous of oil, valued at $10,870. The amonnt of tlle bounty was $14,598, whicb, addeu to the vallIe of tbeDJJh
and oil, made a total of $163,656."

SUELL HEAl's.-l'o turn aside for a moment from the continuons talc of decreasing prosI'el'itr to an incident of
curiosity noted in the Essex Institute Historical Collections, vol. ii, p. 12, we anncx tbis statemeut: "The monstrolIs
heap of half-decayed and broken clam shells at Throgmorton's Cove renders it certain that this charming and secluded
spot was often visited by the Indians as a favorite fisbing place, or a sort of ahoriginal summer wateri!lg-I)]aec. Tho
shells now remain a.s when cast aside l,y tho Indian families, who must hav" devour'ed sl!ell.fish in immense quanti.
ties. Some 36 co!Xls have been t:tkeu away as manure, but yet a great, colluction remains."

CONDITION OF THE l'lSllERIES :FROM 1860 TO 1t'6[•.-The Cape Ann Advertisel' of J'lJJtHlr~'27, 11"(10, saJs: "Forty­
four vessels were engaged in eou-fisheries frow Marulehead ill1t:i"U. They fish entirely on thc Grand B""l'8, which is
more profit.able though less pleasant th,U1 the mlwkerel fishery." In the Marblelwad Le<lgl'r of May 1:), li:l60, it was
stated that the fleet ,""tS t.hat year greatly r()dll~~d, there being hut ;lG ,"esse]s elJ~ng-€u ill the uank fishery. During the
previous wiuter SOllie had been sold to other places, and others put illto the coasting and freighting business.

IHarper'slIagnzille, July, 1674, I). 201.
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The "Lel1p;cr" of June, 1600, hays: "The HlTivu I of lllC first, fishing vessel ii'om tile hanks shows that this long
cstahlisiledlJllsinc8s is rlestin('unt llO y(T~' (libtant (lay to he dls(:ontinuel1. The sehconer Florence Hooper sailed about
ten weeks since for the halJ1<s and rl'tl1rned 011 Friday, Jmw 1, willI Lut 1,5CO fish, and reports a great scarcity. It
seems bani for men to le,.ve their homes with hOl,es buoyant of success to go on voyages known to evt'J'yone as an
occupation in which they would not engage except for the chat,uof being successful in a good catch of fish; when to
return after an ahsellCe of two months or Ulore, knowing the time spent amounting to nothing, and l.erhaps in debt
to the vessel. to say nothing of hardships and risk~, tIle bonnty the onl~- compensat.ion, though small."

In 1851 the business partially recovered. When the war of the rebellion broke out it took most of the young
men out of the uusiness and reduced the fishing fleet to 21 v;,;ssels in 1865.

Aftflr the close of the war the fishing business of MarUlehead fell to a low ebb. :::lome of the best vessels were sold
and more were ready for sale.

SWAMPSCOTT.

THE FISHERIES FROM 179i TO 1860.-The Gloucester Telegraph of January 8,1870, contained the following item,
showing the extent of the Swampscott fishing flc6t, in 1795:

"In 1795 but 1 v6ssel, the Dove, a schooner of about 20 tons, owned by James Phillips and four others, sailed
frOID that place in pursuit of fish. This was the first vessel owned in Swampscott, and she would make bnt a sorry
show if l.laceu alongside the neat, trim, fast-sailing crafts that compOse the ",inter fleet of that f10nrishing town."

The Cape A,m Advertiser of Jauuar.y 13, 1860, referring to the 11l1m1.,er of vessels in the fleet in the year 1800,
states that there was only 1 fishing schooner in Swampscott at that time und its name was the "T"ark."

The numl.er ofvessds engaged in the fishing fleet ill 1855, and the value of their catch, together with the tonnage
of the vessels find the I1UUll,el' of men employed ou them, is here given:

,. During the week elllling March 3,1855, the Swampscott fishermen were unusually successful. The number of
hoats employed WIlS 14 amI the aggregate tonnage GOO. The total unmher of men employed was 126, &11<1 the fish
wlJidl tlley caught sold for ~5,272. None of the hoats, excepting one, were out more than five days." 1

About the close of the next year, also, some of the Swampscott fishermen were very successful:
"During the week ending December 13 the schooner :Flight, Captain Stanley, with 13 hands, canght 62,700

pounds of codfish. And It short time IJofor", the crew of the Jane caught in onA day, among a large nnm hAl' of cod­
fish of tlle ordinary size, 12 which weighed on an averllge 56 pounds each. Capt. Nathaniel Blanchard caught one
codfish which weighcd 94 pounds gross, amI 78 pounds dresged."·

"In 18:>7 haddock appeare,.! in great numbers at times during the early part of the year. On the 13th of March
abont lOO of the Swampscott fishermen, in 12 boats, caught in some six hours 160,000 pounds of fish, almost entirely
haul!ock."3

Lewis & Newhall rccord the large catch of fish made hy the little schooner Flying Dart, in 1860, as follows:
"The little fishin~ schooner Flying Dart, of Swampscott, with a crew of ]2 men, on the 25th of February,

l.mlllght, in 14,000 pounus of fish, eaugbt by them that dny. The fish wpm readily sold at an average rate of 2 cents a
]lo;lHd."

TUB FISIIEnJES FROlll 1870 TO 1874.-The Gloncester Telegraph of January 1,1870, contaius an article on tho
winter fishery of Swampscott for the year 1869, amI the disposition made of the fish; the article is here reprocluced:

"Fifreen veasds aml 20U men are engllged the present sea.Ron in the fisbery husiness from Swampscott. The
yessels, Wllich vary in .ize from 40 to 80 tons, leave tbeir anchorage every morning, when the state of the weather
will allow, and return as (~l1rly as possible in the afternoon. The fish that havo heen caught are sold as soon as landed
upon the heach, and being pucked in large wagons are conveyed in the night to Boston, where they are ready
tilr the early customers on the following morning. The Swampscott fishermen have done qnite well thns far the
}Jrtescnt season, thero haYing been no vcry cold or extremely rough weather, wliile the catch lias been fair and the
demand steady fit good prices. TIley wtJll deserve aU they get, for few Ulen labor harder or sufter more in the pursuit
of tt Ii veli hood thlln the fishcrmen."

In 1870 tho wintcr fishery of this place wus very extensive, as will be seen by the following statement from the
Gloucester Telegraph of Doccmber3, 1870:

" Twenty Swalllpsc<J!.t schooners are DOW engaged in winter fishing, being tlJe largest Dumber ever employed in
the business. The boats are l.ringing in large quantities of cod and polloek, which are selling at low prices."

The product of the Swampscott fisheries for the third quarter of the year 1872 is given as follows in the Gloucester
Telegraph of Octobcr 12, 1872:

"Dnring the quarter ending Octvher 1, 1872, the number of barrels of mackerf'I caught and land",l at Swampscott
wns 7,000, whieb, at $8 pCI' btt.rrel, amounts to $56,000. Three hundred thonsand pounds of cod were talren, which, at
2 cents per pound, amounts to $6,000. Twenty-nve baTl"e]s of oil were obtained, which, at $15 per barrel, amonnt,
to $375; making u total of $62,375."

During the quarter ending June 30, Ia74, t.he Swaml,scott fisbermen landed 320,000 1l0unds of coil, valned llt
$10,400; 180,000 pounds of mackercl, valued at $4,500; and 10,000 lobsters, valued at $600; making a total yield of
$15,500.

I History of Lynn hy Lewis & Newhall, p. 443. 2 Ibid.• p. 448. • Ibid., ll, 4'iO.
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NAlIAXT IX h,:;;5.-Th" fdlowillg description t>f the lall" nil which Nahant ",tamls ,,,as written inl(jJ;j:
"'Vpon the Sonth si.k of the Sandy Reach, the Sca I" atetL, which is a trne prognostication to pn'sage Btornw~ nIHI

foule '\'t'ather, aIH' the breaking 111' of the Fn",t. For ",J"'II tll<' storme ha th be"n, or is likely to be, it will mare like
Thunder, heing he,1l'u ",ixe mil"s; alJd after dOrlne.' ea,t;; "1' great stores of gn'at ClalJlllles, which the Indians, taking'
ont of their shels, carry home in baskets. Oil the 1I~orth side of this lla~' is two grt'uJ Marshes, which are maue two
by It pleusant niHr, which n'lllH'S between thelll. Northwanl up this l'iver goes great store of Alewin's. of which
th"y make goo.1 Red H"rrill~s; iIlSOmll(:h that tlle~' have heet! at dmrg-es to mak" tben, a wll~-re, ancl a Her~ing house
to dry theso HcrriJ;gs in; tho last, .I""lr W!'1'e driell some 4 01' I) Lnst [150 Lanels] for au experiment, which proved
yel'J' good; Ibis is like to }ll'OI''' a ~I"at iurichment tothe laud, hdllg a staple commodity ill other COlin tries, for there
be such innumerable corlllHllli.,s in every river, that I have seen ten thollsantl taken ill two hours, by t,,·o men, with_
out any weire at allsa"ing a jew stolles to stop their passa,::e up the ri I'er. There likewise come stow of Basse, which
the English aud IUflialls ea' eh with llOoke aml line, some fifty 01' three ""ort' at a tide. At the nJollth of this river
muncs "l' a great Creeke iuto that great 1\1arsh, which is ea·lIed HllrnnC.l Marsh, which is fonr miles long an,l two miles
hroad, halfe of it being Marsh grollucl, and halfe upland grasses, without 1ree 01' bush; this Marsh is crossed with divers
ereekes, wherein lJ'e great store of Geese and Duekes. There be convenient POIH1~, for ihe planting of Duek coyea.
H"r" is likewise belonging to this place <livers fresh MeddolYes, 'Which afford good grassl', mill foure spadons Ponds,
like little L:lkes, wberehl is good store of fresh Fish, within a mile of th" Towue; out of which ruu1Ies a curious fresh
Broocke, that is seldom frozen, by reason of the warmness of the "'uter; upon this stream is lmilt a watcr :Milue, and
up this river come Smelts and frost fisb, much biggfr tllan a Gudgeon'" I

THE CLAM INDUSTRY 1:0< 1712.-11eyoud t,he above little is kuowlI of tlw early history of :Nahant. Tlw following
itelU fcolll Lewb & New]lall'" Histor.\, of Lynn shows that till' waters of Nahant fUl'llishel1 gre:d ljuautities of clams:

"1712.-'1'hi8 ~'ear, all tile shells, w},ieb cllme upon the Nahant heaches, "ere sold by the town, io DalJic] Brown
and \Villiam Gra~', for thirty shillil'g'S. ThcJ' weI''' not to sell the shells for more than eight ,hiJIillgs:1. load, contain­
ing forty-eight bushels, heaped mellsnre. Tile people were permitted to dig :lllll gather the clams as hdore, Imt fhey
wel'C required to opcnlhem on the beach, amlleavc the shell". Thc'· honse ill wI,ich I (~C\\'hall) "'ilS horn, was I,]as­
terea with lime mnde from th"se ~hells."

NAHAt\T IN RECE~TYEAHS.-r'or m:wy years tlds I-omantie Sjlot bas ueen famous as a seaside resort. Handsome
8UIllllJer hOllses graduulJ.y rel'laeetl tbe fislJerllJ"ll'~ huls t!Jut, ollee doUeu the shores, uniil now there is scarcely a spot
'WItere tl,e fishermen can congrcgatt'. One yessel owned here is elllplo~'ed for a part of each year in the lobster llshcry.

LY:KN.

1 History of Lynn by Lewis &. Newhall, p, 144.
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person was allowed to carry any out of the town, on a penalty of 208. The shells were gathered in cart-loads on the
beach, and manuflLctured into lime.

For nearly a century and a half there is no record of the progress of the Lynn nsh"ries. The llfxt fact noted is
that in the year 18:12 a whaling company was formed ancl 5 ships employed. They harbored in Saugns River, but on
the crossing of the railroad, in 1838, they were removed to Boston. None of the whale-ships were buiJt at Lynn. A­
ship-yard was csta1>lishc,1 in the westeruI)urt of the town allOut this time, but no vessel larger than a schooner was
built therc.

To increase the valne of till' fislJerics an act wus pagsed on March 26, 1852, hy tIle Lynn authorities, to pre'l'cnt
tbe destruction of shacl an(l alewives in Saugus River ,mel the tributary streams in the city of Lynn. Shad had long
before disappeared, but alewives eoutinued abundant.

.. In the summer of ItlG7 much <,xcitement took place in mauy places (Lynn iucludecl), concerning the discovery of
l'<,arls iu fresh-water nlUssels and clams. Many small oues wcre founLl ia shell-fish taken from the tIoating bridge and
thtx-jJolJlls in Lyon, but not enough to rende,r the seatch more profitable tltau regular labor. It was quite 'Imusing
oCC>lsiolially to ouserve some veneral>le and dmnnrc cil.izcn, who ncver in his life had been guilty of ima~ining there
was sneh an amusement in the world, wending his way toward the ponds, and fancying his real object entirely con­
cealed l.y the rod and litH' and other sporting gear with which he had so cnrillingly encumlJered bimself."

.l\IEDFORD AND VICINITY.

VESSEL ,'ISHEJUl,S 01' 1IEDFOlU> .F!tOM 1629 TO 1m\!. -'j he following interesting sketch is from Brool;s's History
of the town, prin ted at Boston in Itjf.(j:

"To Medford'belongs the honor of cstahlishing the first fisheries in 'Londen's Plantation of.Massacbusctts Bay.'
C:uefnl and costly l'r"pnratiolls for tlde lmsinc"" were made in Englnnd in 1629, by Mr. Cradoek, who believetl it the
most promising investJUellt then otfered from tbe New World. In the company's' first, general letter,' under date of
Aprill;, 1029, is illdkated a eour", of trallu which was to be pursuedlJy thc Medford fislJerlllcn. It is thus: '\Ve bave
sent fi,'c weigh of ,""It in th,' \Vbelpe, and ten weigh in the Talbot. If there 1m shallops to be hud (0 fieb withal,
and the seasoll of the ~'ear tH, prax let. the fishermen (of which we send six from Dorchester), together with some of
the shjP's company, endeavor to take filSh, anu let it be well savecl with the sait! salt and packed up in hogsheads
alld "end it home b~' the Talbot or Liou's \Vhell'e. At the same time tlle~' seud 'a seine, being a net to fish with. May
28, 1620; they sa~', 'Wc send salt, lines, hooks, knives. boots, &e., for t he fishermen, desiring our men may be employed
ill h"ruor, or upon the bank. If you send ships to fish on the bank and expect them not to return again to the plan­
tation, &0.'

"By this it appcars that those vessels which bad caught a car/!o of fish' on tbe hank' were expected to take
them t.lll'lIe(l to Lonuoll. September 3, 1635, the gBue.ral conrt elJOse a committee of six 'for settiJJg forward ancl man­
aging a fishing trade.' That tishing was profitahle, we have the following early record: 'Thirty-fivf\ ships sailed this
year (1622) froUl the west of Eugland, a11d two from L(llluon, to fish on tbe New England coasts, and mad<> profitable
voyagcs.' Throngh t.llll iustrumentality of our filShing interest, the general court passed the following ordl~r, May 22,
163!l: 'For further encouragement of mcn to set upon fishing, it is ordered tlJat sllch ships lind vessels and other stock
as shall he properly emplll"e(l anti ndn·nt.l1recl in taking, making, ancl transportin~of fish according to the conrse of
fishing voyages, and the fish itself shall be exempt, for seven years from benceforth, from all country charges.'

"To show llOW minute was the fostering care of onr fathers on this point, we have the following order of June 2,
16-11: 'It is ordered that fishermen shall have their fish for bait at the same rate that others have at the weaTh, and
be first. serve,d.' 'The property of Governor Cradock, invested at Medford for fishing and other purposes,' was large.
Mr. Savage says, 'he maintained a small plantation for fishing at Mistick, in the present bounds of Malden, opposite
to Winthrop's farm, at Ten Hills.' Complaint was made by our fishermen of a law, lla.ssed by Plymouth Colony,
which laid a tax of 5a. on 'every share of fiBh' caught by stranger.. 'attlJe cape.'

" From all that we can gat.her. we conclude that Mr. Cradock had invested as much as $15,000, which, in varions
trade bere, mllst haye made Medford & thriving and populous plantation for au infant settlement. The fishing busi­
ness continued for fifteen or twenty years, but with less and less profit to Mr. Cradock. It was fina,Uy abandoned
as a failure, and afterwards the river-fishing alone claimed attent.ion.

SHAD AND ALEWIFE FISHERIES IN MYSTIC Rn·ER.-"Muy, 16:W: The price of alewives ill Medford, at this time,
was 58. per thousand. This made food incredibly cheap.

"That Mystic River, as a resort for fish, was early known a::Jd greatly valuerl, appears from many testimonies.
III .Josselyn's account of bis two voyages to New England (1638), we bave the following record: 'The river lfistick
runs t.hrough the right side of tbe town (Charlestown), and, by its near approach to Charles River in one place, makes
a very narrow neck, where stands most part of the town. The market place, not far from the water side, is surrounded
with houses,' In Mystic River were 'bass, shad, alewives, frost-fisb, and smelts.' Josselyn says, 'We will return to
Charlestowll again, where the river Mistick runs on the north side of the town (that is, on tbe right side, as before
sai(l), where, on the northwest sid<" is the town of Mistiek, three mil(,s from Charlestown. a league and a balf by
water. a scattered village. At the head of tbis river arc great, and spacious ponds, fnll ofalewives in the spring-time;
tbe uotodcst place for this sort of fish.'

"This quotation from Josselyn, while it goes to prove that bass, shad, and alewives were no strange1"lil in our
rivet'S, shows likewise that t.he populatiml of our town was then settled chietIybetween the two brickbousesnolV stand­
in!!:. and that tho place was called Mistick. The' wear' or fishing dam at Medford was at the ontlet of the pond,
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an.d, as our river was' the Dotellest place' for fish in the early days of onr plantation, TIC presume that the 'seine,
bemg a net seut to fish with,' was the first seinc ever drawn in its waters, and tlie fl"8t d,.alCII on Hi8 eontinelli. This
:was probably in 16:n; and the first draft, was llonbtlcs;; an event of li,oeJiest interest, of rare wonder, and exceeding
lOY· If any we~ or tilament of that pioneer' scine' had corne down to 11S, it would he fitting for tlle towu, ill the year
ItiSl, to parade It ns a banner, and llIlller it to m>1t(· in celebrating the fifth ti,hcrJlll'Il's jnlJi1ee on the river.

"June 6, IGJ9: ,It, is ordered that an w"ars shall 1)1\ set "peu from tlle last aav of the wl'"l, at uoon till the
second day in the nlOming.' ,Johnsn, in hi" ,,,oolllleroworking l'roYidl.'IJel·,' says' Th'e Lord ii pll.'a~cd to pl:)vhle for
t~enl greatstore (Jf fi~h in tlwspring-H!Il{,. alu1 t''.ltPcially alc,yj,-('s, aliourllH' bi:;;IH.'eS of a IlCrrirlg;. :MUllY thOUSitllUS
of tbcse they US" to put llIH]e1' their Iudia" com.'

. "fh1l1 ~Il'. Cr~ldoek's k'Ut]'s to hi~ ag:Pl;ts jn Jl('llfllnllH'('ll pn'Sf'1'v('d we 1oihou;11 ecr1ail1]S ha.\'() in thew H. l"onqileto
history of tlJe fbhlllg estaLlbhment lJe lllailJtainedlu'rp, autl probahly a COUljIUra1i,'p eslilllale of~l'a nnll ri\'er fibbing.
Tl1e introduction ~)f nil'. <lrtl;~1>lh·t" in Hi:H, "\vhen ~Iystie Uiyer was ful! of :fil"h~ 'was au cX:11nplc that woula he fvlIow;tl
more ulHl nlore n.~ proppr seine,'; couI'] he knit alld ea.sy HHlrkt::ts se-l'ured. The n~UTO'Vlless.of the ri\'er, tlt~ stpc..'pnefo.:8
of its hauks.1 its frc~eilo111 fnl1ll l'ttel;;:s, and its uiany cOll\'enit::nt lalldiHg;-V]~1('(lSreudered net-fishing ear;;y ano. tbeap. Jt,
settlcd <10Wll illto a regular businl":;s, aml any OlW lUlll a right til pursue it. 'Ve lJave no apconnt of tIle intcrmittent
run oJ em-Lain fif:'h :1B witne:ssed in our tilne. 'Ve pre-sHuw it n1UY not hJ.vc beell 80 relllal'kalJlc then, VdH'fl darus
and watel'-wheels hlld not illllWdf'd or frighiClwd the lim:y atl\'()]ltUl'tl'S, or whell filth alt,l ]>OiS011S had not mllde their
higll\vaysdangerolls. \Vethink it "'ill befouull that scnral specics of ji"h wiJllJan, p"Jiotlic Tn1l1TllS to l,laces ,,'bieh
they have lcft for lllany ~ cars. Acts of lcgislati(J1l have 1lOt ueen wautiug ll~' our tOWll 01' Stak; bllt tile jish care
nothillg about rote8.

"The first mentiou of specific ,,,,tion I,y the to\\'n, as such, is dated Jaul1ar:, IP, li(;P, whell it was voil'd ; to
petition the general court eoncerning the fishery in this town.'

"J\fnrch :3, 1768: Mr. Benjamin Hall ami others petition the g('lteral court; f(lr Ebert;, to draw wilh 8eim's at two
ditiemnt places ill lI1istiek River thrce days in a wt·ek.' This petition was 1l0t aetell UpOIl fUl' some years. 'I'll" next
act of tl.w geueral cOllrt tOllchingthis prolific trade in Medford was ill 1o'"Lrn:I1'>' 16, l7t'~I, :J1lt1 was a;fulJow~: 'An aet
to l>Ieycntthe (If'.strnction offish ealled alewives anli shad in Mystic Itiver, so ea!ll'd, within tll<' t()\VIlS ofCUlllbridgl',
Cb,tr]estown, and Medford, amI for repealing ull laws hpretof"rn mude j()J·tbat 1'"1'})Ose. \Yllpl'eas tllp ibhery ill nIptic
River, in tho c011uty of 1liddlercx, if 11ro1'erly regulated, will be of grpat }lublie utility, ns ir ser,""s t[) prulllote the
cod-fishery and is also of advantage til the ll>lrticnlar towns throngb which the rivpr runs, affording, in some l1ll,'asnre,
subsistenee and support to the inhnuitallts thereof, and is therefore necessal'y to be preserved,' &e.

•, The act provilles that each of the threo towns is empowerell to choose a eorumittl'" fi)!' Ih" pre"'1"·"t;oll of fish,
",hose duty it shall be to keep out of the river all obstructions 10 the free ingress oftlie ih;]l. The ad grants to Cam­
bri<1ge the right to fish, within the limits of that town, on Monday, Tuesday, and l~rillay; and t[) Charlestown and
Medforll the right of fllibing, within tho limits of those towllS, 011 Mom1ay, 'Vednesoay, allu Fridn~'-fromthe first of
March to the last "da.y of Jllne. Penalty for each vioJatiDD of the law, £3. In this net the right of each inhahitant
to fish is recognized and seeurcd. If persons from other t.owns sl10uld either Rtop or catclJ fish in this river tbey shall
each ho fined £3 for every such oft'ense; aud tbe committee shall bave power t.o arrest them, anll ~ell their seines,
drag-nets, marsh-nets, baskets, or any other implements ll,.ed Ly the,,·. This act to l,e ill usc fivl.' ~-ears an(1 uo
longel"

" Immedia.tely 01] the passage of this act the town proceeded, April 2,1791'3, to a new step, indieatetl ill the follow­
ing vote: 'V'lted that the town will let out their fishing,gmnnds to the highest bitlder the present ;ycar.' 'VhUe this
vot.e was based upon tho original right of the (.o\\'n to the fisheTies within its borllers, some minor questions arose,
which led the inhabitants, at the same mooting, to choose a eommittee to inquire into t.he rights of the town in the
fisbing-grounds. The resnlt was that January 21, 160:I,lhe town' vot"d that a petition be l,resentcll t"tho general
oonrt, 01, their present session, to euuble the town to kt ont 1he j'ight of takiug fish in Mystic Hinr, within the limits
of t.he tOW11.' The legislature gruntc.d the petition; amI Medfonl then diyidcd the fiBbing districts tIlUS: 'First, {rom
Charlcstownllud Malden line to MeMonl BI'idgc; second, frolll the hl'ldge to the Leach opposit" James 'Inft's 1mi'll;
tbird, from the abovconttmed heach to the Cllarll"stown line westerly.

"Among t.he earliest fishermen weIe Jolin Cutter, Jonathan Tnfts, amI Benjamin Tl'el. In IS03 Cnttl'r Illtid $G5,
Tufts $l:~, and Teel $1:J, for thol'ight of fil;hiJl~. Jol1n Cutter. fIshed near tho' dik",' or 'labor in vain;' Isaac Tnfts
fished from the IJridge to Rock Hill; and Capt. Samuel Teel and his nephew from l{oek Bill to the pomL The names
of the fishermen are seldom given in tbereeords. Cllurlps, Simon, and Seth Tufts are there_ In 1812 the {is!lprmcn
paid $100 for.t.he rigbt. The average, for twenty years, has becn $250. In aeconlance with the <1peisioll of the legis­
lature, the town voted, March 14, 1!':03, to sell thl,il' right of fishing in Uystic River. It was sold for $91, at publiC
auction. The next yeaI' it was sold, in the same manner, for $100; and this equitablc mode of disposing of it, became
establisned, and the premium offerEd eontinned fiJI' several years to increase. The .vote of the 10".n .was genernlly
thus, as in March 1,1824: 'Voted that the se]ectm('ll he appointed a committee to <11spose of tlle PTlvtlcge of tnklllg
shad aud alewives within the liwits of said town the ensning season.'

«In 1835 Joseph L. \Yheeler bou"ht the; upper real'll,' f!'OIll Marhle Drook to the 1'OGd, for S2i .:;0 pCI' aItI1um; and
James RogeD! bought the' lower reaetl,' from M" ..l,1D Brook to tbe pastern horder of the town) iO,r ,~I:!:!~;'U ppr aunum.
The aunual sales have lately (1855) been less than $2()(1, The shad aUll akwins we!'e abundn.nt, tl1l1tllil or 1/;:!0, w~eu
they bega.n gradually to withhold their viBits. A writer says th"t about the YPtlr 11,00 It WllS eommon to taku 1~"OO

shad annually at 'Little River' (ncar Fresh POlitI), lmt. that in l85~ thcre was not Ollt' lakell, and that, }lroportlOlI-

ally, a silllihlr statement llligbt be made concerning alewi,e~. . . . ,
"Nothing can frighten alewiveH; but the shad is 1111 ex('eeulIlgly sh~' and tlmlll hsh Its disappearanee from our
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rivers is thoroforo attriloute<l to tbe tdl'ific nobe8 made h,Y railroad cars as thej' erOBS tho Mystic at Charlestowll. The
largest number of alewives t'lken l,y OIlC draft from :l\1ystie River was in It'44; and tl'eyeOlll1ted some more than
['8,OOO! We once saw taken, by one draft from this river, sh:ul sufficient to fill six borse-carts.

"Tho shad of' late years Lave not looen aloundant; ouly 40 or SO taken during a season. The number of alewives
has also great 1y diminislmd ; and tlw town reed ves about $150 b~- selling its right of fishing through the year. Smelts
continuo to makc their Jlnnllalspring visit in undiminished nnmbers, and when, for noblest ends, they st,l'altbily enter
our creeks and little streams they are watched by the huugry boys, WllO, for sport or profit, drivo them into their
!>coop-nets by dozens. Iu this town the:y do not let enough eseape to keep the race alive, and if in all other towns
they were so destroc'ed tbis beantiful and delicious fish would become extinct among us. The greatest draft-by a
eertain nameless boy, fifty years ago-numbered 6:5. They were taken from Marble, or Meeting-house, Brook.

TUE }'ISHl."G I'OR DASS.-" In Mystic Ri vel' the bass have wholly disappeared, though there are those living (1855)
who remember to IJave seen them plenty, aUlI some of them weighing more than 30 ponnds. Iu 1776 a negro named
Prince was at work on the hank (,f the river opposite tIle shallow wllere the ford was, a few rods ahove the bridge,
where he saw an enormous bass BWimming very slowly np the river. The tide was inconveniently low for the bass,
but eOlJveuientlylow for the negro. Plunge went Prince for the fish, and eaught him. No BooneI' was he out of the
water than a desperate spring, such as fishes can give, released him from his captor, and back he falls into his native
element. Qlliek as a stllel-trap Prince springs upon him again, aud again catdles him and lifts him "p. The fish
struggles, and Prince antl fish fall to~ether. Again Prince rises, with his prize in his arms, and then brings him
ashore. It weighed 65 pounds. Prince thought that such 11 wonderful fish should be presented to the commander of
the American forces then stationed on Winter Hill. His master thought so too. Accordingly, Prince dressed himself
iu llis hest e]OtlH'R, nud, taking the fish in a cart, presented it to the commander, and told the history of its capture,
and the commander gave him six cenls!

FISIlEIUES FOIt MISCELLA."EOl:S FRESH·WATER SPECIES.-" In Mystic Pond there are few fish at present. Tbefresh­
water perch, whieh appear in the BUll like a fragment of a rainbow shooting through the water, are the most numer­
ous. The brtam are not nncomalOu, bnt their size is very small. The tomcod come to winter tbere, and are easily
taken thus: Some ten or twelve of them gather auouL a small stoue, very near the shore, and each makes his noso to
touch the stone. The fisherman sees this unfrighteued family circle quietly reposiug, and he suddenly and strongly
strikes the ice with au axe directly over the unsuspecting gronp. The hlow stuns the fish, and he quickly cuts a hole
and laltes them all out. Of minnows there are scarcely any, owing to the presence of that fresh-water shark, the
pickerel. Eels are taken in winter by means of forked irons thrnst into the mud through holes in the ice, aml smelts
are takeu at the same time, in the river at Charlestown, by means of the common hook.

THE OYSTER FISHEHY.-" Oyster fishing is another branch of trade carried on from Mystic River. In the early
settlement of our town, oysters were extensively used as food, and they were easily taken. They so far abounded
in that part of the rive' which is now bel, ween our turnpike river-wall and Malden Bridge that they obstructed navi­
gation. Mr. \Yood, speaking, in 1633, of these hindrances, has these words: 'Ships, without either ballast or lading,
may float down this (Mystie) river; otherwise the oyster-banI> would hinder them, whieh crosseth tbe cbanncl.' This
oyster-bank is one of those unfortunate institutions whose fate it has been to lIe often 'run upon,' and on which the
'drafts' have been so much greater than the' deposits' that it long ago became bankrupt. Yet, like au bonest
trail~8man, it has never despaired, and within our memory has made some 4'00£1 fat dividends. In 1770 the sludge
from the distilleries was supposed to have poisoned those shell-fish.

TilE LOBSTER FISllERY.-" Lobsters bave not frequented our river in great n umbers; but in 1854 they eame up in
l'ftrge companies as far as Chelsea Bridge; and, in the warm month of October, morc thall 2,000, of primo qualit.y,
were talH'U from that brhlge. The names of all the fislJCrmen in :Meclford cannot be recovered, bu t among them there
have ueen 1l1l'U of tbat great energy which secures success.

FISH TRAJm.-"The Jish fouml their market elliefiy in Boston, and \Vere sometimes 01Uf'l1, aud sent in barrels to
the Soutilern States, as food for slaves, or to the \Yest Imlie8 for common consumption. Many were smoked, after
the mauner of IJCrring, 3ml ('aten in K ew England; lll3ny more were ilied as bait for eod.fhhing on the banks.
Alewives, in early times, were sometimes used as manure, and shad were salted in tubs, and caten in the winter.

FINA..,",CIAL nWFlTs.-"Tl1e income from these fisheries may not have been very large, unless we eonnt the
support which fish furnished liB food; and, in such case, we apprehend tlle income was great indeed. They gave
a needed and most welcome variety in that brief list of eatables with which our fathers were wont to be contented.

/< In 182<J, by the enterprise of Mr. John Bishop, the busiuess of maekerd-fishing was att,'mpted. Some of the
fiuest schooners from the fleds of Hingham were purc1lased aud fitted out in amplest order. Three smIooners were
built ill Medfonl for this service. Bnt, before two years llad elapsed, it was fOllud impossihle to eompe>to with
Plymouth, Hingham, Gloucester, and Boston. In thC'se places, barrels and salt were cheaper than at, Medford, and
the common market more accessible, especially in winter." 1

DRAINTREE AND QUINCY.

EARLY llISTOIlY OF FISHERIES.-The following sketch is from the history of these towns, by W. L. Pattee:
"The first action the town took in reference to encouraging and establishing this braneh of indlllrtry W:l.ll a.t u.

public meet,ing held March 3,1755, when as an inducemeut for the citizens of Braintree, or persons from other towns,
to ellga~e in this enterprise, the following terms were voted: 'That for the encouragement of the bank eod-:tJshery to

J Brook's Bietory of Mffiford: Boston, 1855, pp. 381-3llll.
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be set up and curriN! Oil witoin thifi tr"vn, that such pcrSOIJS dtllcr of the town or who l1lav eome into the town from
(,tllcr places, and bhall annually, dnring tl", pm!'er SC:ISOIl of the year, employ t llcmselveB in" their own vessels or those
of uthers, in catching and cnri1lg of co,Uish, arc Ilcrcl,y fre"d and to be In'",l from nnd released of their poll tax for
t.he Bpace of three yea.rs next enf-111ng the tillle of tlll'i!' coulJl~eIH',ing in llJe said 11l1sines8, aud so IOllg as they c.ontinne
in it witllin said term upon the provision that all snch persons who come ii'om other places shall be approveJ of by
the selectmen of the tOW1I or a III ,jor part of them, from time to time, and such of tbcm as shall be by tbe selectmen
disapprove<l of shall he shU suhject to lJe ,nll'lled out of the town according to law.' To what ext:nt the llUsilless
wa" transacted undcr tlli" encolll'ag('ment of the town wc are IIllable to "ay. However, tbis industry was carried on
at that time to eonsi<1t'rable extent, as building ves,,,ls for this trade continued to bc prosecuted at the Point and
neighuOl'bood from tllat time to the R.e,'olulI0Tlary "'aI', when it ,..as sllSl,ended, and the Lanl" fishermen were
selected to man our impromptn navy. ~ • •

"After tbe Revoilltionar:. \Var the iisll business ,,,as revived in Ql1incr. In the carly part of this ceutury ~fr.

Nickerson, Major Vinal, mill JIll'. Brlllilhall were, engaged, to a considerable extent ill this business at the Point. It
continued to be successful until thc cmllurgo and tIle war of HOI\! sCI'ions]J' interfered with its prosperity. At the
dose of the war tbe business was again J'evived, and continue<l to prospn with valied suceess. A large sLare of the
bnsiness was in the hamlB of capitalists of l)rovincetowll and other Capc Cod towns. Iu 183;) the Jisll interest began
to cOlJcentrate at Germantown. Captain Brown took up 11is residence there that sear j Captain liougkinson in 1834,
and Captains Prior, Rich, Holmes, and others about that period. Tlle land at Germantown was mostly occupied by
fish flakes, lIB great numbers were brongllt therc to be curcd. In 1836, the business amounted to a little rising
$30,000. Ten vesscls were engaged in cod and mackerel fishing. The amouut of codfish caught and CUIcd was 6,200
quintals, the value of wbich was estimated at $1~,800.

'. The nnmuer of barrels of mackerel packed for ma.rket was 1,750, the value of which was estimated at $12,242.
The number of men engaged in tho business was 100. The local ibh tradc was at first carriea ou by difl'ercnt persol1s,
who \Tou1<1 go out in the morning and proenre fisll, and in the afternoon dispose of their fille large fresh fish from their
wheelbarrows for G cents each. In Itl23 tbe first cart, o",netl by a Mr. Hice, was used for ti,e disposal of fish. Mr.
Snow, of Doston, succecded Mr. Rice, and made a furtune ont of the busincss. Jllr. Samuel Andrews was engaged in
the local trade longer than any otller perBon, and dicd at a l'iI'e old age of 75 years 10 montlls anti 11 unys."

TIn; WHALl,.FISHEIlY.-"\Yhale.fishery business "-as establislled at Germalltown and at Qnille~' Point a bont the
same time. The first vessel fitted out, of any nole, at Germantown was tlle CmJ.llJrian, in li339-a top·sail schooner,
whiell sailed un a eruke of eighteen montlls under Captain Holmes, of Germantown. The Cam],rian math' tplite a
,mecessflll voyage, having procured 2u whales an<] secnred 4~O barrcls of sperm oil. The Ontario Hailed uuLler the
command of Captain Prior; algo the Johu Roye Dodge, tLe Ct1ra~'on, llnd others, which were eql1all~' as fortunate in
sUJll,lying their owcers with oil ii'om tbe greasy monsters. Tile Cmnbrian was prolJalJly tbc lirst wlJale,ship that
sailed from this port. The Creole, under t he command of Cnptain Cook, the priueiI,al "wners of w llich werc Messrs.
Calvin \Vhite, of Braintree; Simon Gillett, Ebenezer \Voodward, Daniel l~axtl'r, haia1l G. Wbiton, [lllt\ Cllar1es A.
Brown, of QllilJcy, sailed the latter part of the J'ear 1t-<40, for the ~Western Islands, ,,'hert' she was fortl1l1nte iu ,eellrillg
a fine cargo, consisting of 540 harrels of sllerlll oil amI 10 of blac1fisll, which lillt'l'tllly 1"('lllllllemteLl all tllose COlluected
with the v"ssel ami ,'oJage. Shc was alJ,cut niue 1II0nth>; and a. balf. The hrig Esebol abo sailed as a wLaler."

IIL'LL.

EAHLY IJl8'l()J(Y OF IlLLL Al"[) ITS FISHEIalcS.-Tlw origiual IHllllC or tbis town was Nantascot, an Indian word,
and the pillee was given to the fiblwrnH'll 1>;1 the gelleTal eOlut of l.11lbbae1111b(,ltb in Hill i'or the IJlIIpOBe of enconraging
t lle flsher;e,. The present inhalJitant8 trace their dl't'ds lJ'H'k to the following onln from tl«> g"]jf'rnl conrt of lI1assa·
(husetts, dated JUlie 2, 1641: "It i8 ordered t llat u plan latioJl for tLl' furthering of fbllillg. sll:<1lbe set lip at Nantascot,
:Iud that all thc neck tu tl,e end of tlle furtllest. l,eadJ towan:sllilll;lwllJ, wI,ere U,e tiuc oyerJI<nnth, &hatlbelollg to
it" lInd tbut such of the present inllalJitants of Hingham as will foll,)w f1shing, aud will mon° their hal,itat ion t hitber,
sbaUllave land :lu<1 meadow npon Nalltasket Neck aceording to tIle onkI' lIne establishi'd; and that uil otha me1l
that will follow fishing, find will remove tlleir habitation thither, slwll lu"c such accolllUlodation tllere as tllC plan­
tation will affurd; and that it shall be lawful for any otller fisllermen inhabiting' any otlwr towns within tlw b:'~ to
set l1p stages at Nantasket, or any of the islands bclonging tllereto, with suflici,'n I gronnd fur .fl,e drYl~g: 01 tlJClrtisll.
And tllere sh<tlll>e allowed now, at the Ilrst, to every boat which sball use tishing, 10ur aCTes 01 nplallL11nr tbe present,
aJl(1 the.mendow to hc r1isposcd of in an e<]lInl portion [(wong >;neh as Imv" cause; and it is fll.rther or<1<'1"e<1 that tl,c
ibJuDiI callelll'edoek's Islan<l, amI the o.ber islands not already <lisposed of, ,han lJeloug to Nautascot, to he til the
115e of the illhalJitants and iishermen so sOOIl as they shnll come tn illl'llhit there."

A commission of foUl' men was formcd to llly out ami dispose of the land us ordered. Among the first twel ....c ~H'n

t bat aYail,~d t1lomsel yes of this order we find tlte Hames of John l'rince and Nathaniel DOSWOI·th; each of these recen'ed

2 acres of laml.
Tllir!.;}· ~-ears afterwards, in 1671, we fllHl tl",.e two men rresenting the fo]JO\,:i:,g petitioll: ". ' >y.

"To tIle RiNht Hononred Mu.dstratl'" and Deputies of the General Cunrt of New Plymonth, no" "ltJU.... ,
"Th . '" 'd f th 1''' at GIIl'de of all men and aetions lta,im: Sf> ord"reu, hy IllS pro\'Idence, to l,rlllge wIse provl ence 0 ,e g e '. c", • " '0"

b . tL" t f t' 1. r'·'ll tl'('I'" 1·lalh l",en l,wuoht nnder eOI11'",lcrallOll tllat fishlllg desl,.,n, ot lateme crom ISJHDC ore 0 IIDe, Wlie c ." ' ... , . . .. ' ..
years found at Cape Cod, for mackerel with 1WtS; which, WIBll we came frOB.! hOlll.e, I ~!ay t~nl~~ S.".! ~;'ld,IJot.the
least thonght to have, in tbe least IIlll,nner, trouble,l thiS bOllellr<·,1 11 sst'mbly wllh thlllgB.I oOIlI, ~ l t, b, Ill,., here, .llld

..
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understanding that possihly there may be brought under consideratioD Bomething in order to the restraint offoreigner8
from Holling there, and it may SC{'II1 all expedient, founded on good reason, that it should so be, I would humbly intreat
this honoured court that I may, as I desire with humblClless, so I may without any offence to this honoured Assembly,
present you "iih some particnlars referring to that sillall tdwn of Hull, in which we live.

" May it therefore please this honoured Court to understand that my bumble request i~, first, whether that the
honoured Court may l]ot have or see just cause why our little l]lace of Hull, thongh not out of your jurisdiction, may
still enjoy tbe privileges we have hitherto bad, tbough others should be deniec1; and the reasons I would humbly sug­
gest are these: First, lleennso we were some of the first that were the discoverers and first bringer" of it to light, as it
now is attended to the profit of tlw whole colony here, which we would 1vlllingly think were some ground to build
our bores on for the enjoyment of sucll a privilege. Secondly, because we humbly conceive that those of your town
wllo have lH,en on that employ will sa~', as well as we know, that onrs coming there h1ve been a further aim and no
hindrance to tllem. i\ml, thirdly, let me with all lJllmbleness say that, had it not been for somc of ns, we believe it
had not been kept afoot to this time; for our fricmls in yoar patent" after tlJe tirst or second voyage, had given it olf
"I;ni", nn(] Iw(lllot Borne of us kept Oll, mal so llt'en illstrumental, heating out by evening tllerc, and travelling on the
~lIore at all times and seasons, and so discoyered tIle way to take them in light as'\yell as dark nights, it bad Ilot 1wen
so certain a thing as now it is; or had we kf'pt hut that one tIling l)Tivate, 'lVe know it lJIul, if we may inoffensively
80 speak, been a great oDstructioll to it to this oay. But we were open-hearted to jours, anO told tIlem what we
knew, and we hope that your Houours, antI this honoured A~se1J)bly, wonlO 1)e so to us. \Ve humbly beseech Jour
\Vorthies not to be offended, though we thus speak, if iL may be said that as we were the first that laboured in it, so
we ha,·e bad the first and most profit by it; may it please you to let us freely say, without offence, that this last year,
wherein your both persons and colony bad the opportunity to improve it, hath yielded more profit clear tbat two or
three years before, beeanse we were but just now come fully to understand it; but the truth is, by reason of the dear­
ness of salt and lowness of mackerel in the years heforc, and our gaining was not so consider::ihle; eSl,eeia1ly add this
to it, tbat in three, we lost oue voyage for waut of nnderstanding what we bave made them acquainted witb, as to the
light moons. But if you think tbat th6 Illotion, as to the whole town, may be too large, becanse it may be there may
be very many, we humbly leave it to tbe honoured Court to bound the town to what number you see good, two or
three, or what you see good; and so having made bold to present and trouble you with lines, I pray account it not a
presumption, but an hnmble request in the behalfs of that little town ot onrs, which hath a ~reat part of its livelihood
by fishing. And so, in allllllmblenesa, leaving these things to your consideration, I humbly take leave, and rest your
humble petitioners in the half of ol1rselves and town.

"JOHN PRINCE.
"NATHANIEL BOSWORTH.

" PLYl\IOUTH, this 8th June, 1671." 1

Iu answer to th6 above petition the following grant was m:.de, providing eertain persons of Hull with means to
enable them to prosecute the mackerel fishery at Cape Cod;

"Att the Generall Court of Election, att Plymouth, the fift of June, 16i1.

"In answare vnto the petition prefcred to this Court by!fr John Prince and M' Nathaniel Bosworth, of tue towllo
of HuB, aHia.s N antaskett, in the behalfe of the said towne, to have libertie to imploy Bome boates and theire compa­
nies for the takeing of mackerel! with nets, att the season tl]ereof, att Cape Codd, this Court doth grannt vnto them
Iibertie for two boates and these companies, to take muckerell there att the season thereof; soo a6 they make payment
of what is due to the collonie from forraigners, notwithstanding. any order of Court extant, prohibiting others to fish
there.'''

For the management of the town business, as alE\o for the greater encouragclllent of the fishery industry at this
place, the order below appended was in 1647 directed in tllese words:

"Att a Generall Courte of ]'~leccon, hel.d y. 26th of y.3 roO: 1647_

"There beiug now diners ffreemen & men of good abillity in Hull who may comfortably carry ou the affayres
of a towne, they are enabled by the antborities of thi& Court to order the prudentiall affayres of yo towne, according
to former orders of this Court & courBe of other plantations, pvided that, according tQ former orders of Court they
eudn·onr the advanncemt of fiBhing, & that snch fishermen as are there already & others web shall come thither may
have all sneh reasonable priviledges & encouragemt as the place will afford, & that such places as are:fltt forfishermeu
may be reserved for that purpose; & wtb this cantion also, that Wm Parkes, Mr GIouer, & Mr Dnncan, or any two of
them, be ltppoynted to se the order of Court for ad vance of ffishing duely obserned.""

HINGHAM:.

TilE FISHERIES OF HINGHAM L"I THE SEVEXTEENTlI CENTURY. -In the middle of the seventeenth centuryHingham
:ond the employment of its inhabitants were th116 briefly described:

"Hingham, which is scituate upon the Sea coasts Soul,h-east of Charles River, being a place nothing inferionr to
tbeir N.,ighbours for scitnation, ane! the people have much profited themeclves by transporting Timber, Planke and
Mast for Sbippiug to the Town of Boston, as also Cedar ani! Pine-board to eupply the wants of otber Townes, and also
to I'emote parts, even as far as Barbadoes. Tbey want not for Fish for themselves and others aIBo."~

, Coli. Mass. Hist, Soc., vol. vi, Jst series, up. I27.12S.
2.Pl.rUlOUth ColoD:)' Records, Tol. "'"I lOO8-167fl, p.63.

• Records of Mas8Qllhn~tis, vol. iii, p, 106.
'Wondor.worldng l'rovideIlce. London, 16M, p, 85.
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The fishing interests of this place were thns furthered by the" General Ceurt at Boston. the 14th of the 4th M"

1641: ' ,

"It is Ofllered, that a plantation fOI' the furthering of fishing "lull I fonrth w ttl bee set up at Nantaseot, & that all
the neck to the ella of the furthest beach towards Hingham, where the tide ovcdlowetll, shall belong to it; aIHI that
such of the p'sent inhahitants of Hi lIghtlm IlS will follow tishing, amI will remove their haldtations thither, shall have
land & llleadOlH, npo11 NUlltaskot Keek, neeorlling to tlle order lieare estaLlished, & that all other men that will follow
fislling, & will n'm.,,'" Owir Itabitatiom, thither, shalllwve such aeeomlllodations tlll'Te "s the planbtion will afford;
mul that, it shallte" lawfull fl)r any other fishermen illualdting in allY other of tIle townes wthin the Bay to set up
stages UpOll Nantaskot, or any of the il:tlHlR helonging thereto, ",th sllffieicl1t grollutl for the drying of thdr ilHlJ.

"Awl that there shalbe~ alolYe(1 now, at tI,e first, to ('v'y Loate Well ghall use fishing, 4 :lCl'es of llpland for the
IJ'sellt, & the medow to bee (lISI'08ell of lJy an ('qnaUll'portion among sneh as shall have cattle; & it is furtherolllered,
that Mr Stoughton, Mr Duncan, i'.l" Glover, \Villi: Heath, & V,'illi Parks, or any 3 of them, Mr Stonghton to bee ODe,
shall ill cnnvpniellt time repair tt) Nantaskot, & ;;et out the lands & meuow tlleTn, acconling to tlw l1ll'aning of this
onler; a.nd it is further ordered, that the .ilau<l called jJedoel\s liaIlIl, & th" otlwr ilands there not otherwise disposed
of, shall belong to Nantaskot, t,) bee to the usc of tLe illhabiraIlts & fishermen, so soone us they shall COllIe tll illh:lbite
there.

"And thi;; Conrt, or some of tIl<' Conrt at Boston, .,lwll from time to time apl,oint 2 or 3 able men to set ont land,
& stage roollle &c, 10 sneh as shall eome to illhalJite or fish there; & in the menno. time the eomissioners aforenamed,
or 3 of them as aforesai.]. shall dispose of the same; I'roYhled, always, that no I"SOll shall, eo. stated in p'priety in any
land or medowe thpre (though the same bee allotted to them) lIefoT!' Lee lIee n fetled inhabilallt there, & in '1 course
of fishing," 1

The following order, rel:ttivc to payme1l1, for powdor supplic<1 to Strn,wherry Bank, was given at­

"A Gener:lll Co't, lwltl nt Boston, the 7th of tLe First ?tI0 Hi4;{-1644.
"Strawlmrry I{ank is gnmted to l,avc a lmrrell of l'C'wder, paying for it in cITy fish, as Doyel' is to do for Ihe bar­

l'ell gr"ntetl formerly to Northam."·
IhNGHA~f FISl1lmn:s IN 1:-i51 AND IPHO.-The Hingham .Journal of April, 1.'<60. states:
., III 1>:'51 there were 37 vessels, of 2,4!Jl tonH, bl'lolJging to tllis port, owned here allll manued by [;(10 pClsons. '\Ve

cannot say that, the nlllUber of yesspls 1m" much increased sinee that tinll!, yet what we huse constitute a Yl'l'Y hand­
some fleet. Before the end of the month some of our ycssels will be on George's and olher fishing grounds, looking
out for schools of maekerr,l."

'1'ho result of tho mackerel iblJery for 18(;0 is :.:iven as follows:
"MACKEHEL.-Maekerel haye Lcen fonnd plt'nty off t he coast of Maine, and the shore fishing promises hettH than

for llI"ny ~'ea..s before, The~' take the hook readily, as in olden times.
"Tho IIillgham Jonrnal gives tho follo~'iIlg late arriyals in that port and Pocasset, after a short "bsenee: Sellr.

Pony with 113 he:l\ded bhls; Oasis 200 do. do.; Ome"l! 185 l'a,~ked ubls j Eleanor F. 20:> beaded bbls; Emma 160 do.
do.; Prairie Flower do. do. Northern Light ISO do. do.""

COHASSET.

THE }'ISHERIES IN 1821.-The ReI'. Jaeob Flillt in 1821 wrote the following deseriptiou of the fisheries engaged
in by the people of this place, with some details as to nnmber of Ye"sels, men, qnintals eaJ,lgI1t, &e.:

.. Thero are 41 yessels or dift'ereut tonnnge owned in ColwSfet. Of these, 1,OG7 tOllS are employed in the mackerel
fishery. They take, in 11 season, 2,420 harrels; zon tOllS al'e employed in the eud.fishery; taking 2,WO quintals of cod­
fish (average for It number of yea.rs), The fishing yessels employ 22:l nwn and boys. Some of the larg('st \'essels nre
employed in forl'ign trarle. After the spaRon for tnking fish, a DllInllel'of the fishing yessels are emplo~'ed ill 1lI<' cuast­
ing trade with varions parts of the United States, and some ill trade willI the 'Vest Indies:"

At that time, accol'fling to the same alltLol'il;r, thel'e were a llumlwr of extensiv(' salt.works, "I. whiel, allOuUi,[,nO
bushels of salt were anuually Illade.

THE MACKEREJ:, FISHERY IN lbUO.-The following details concerning t.he maekerel fishery of Cohasset for 1860

nre frolll the Barnstable Patriot:
.. The mackerel D&bery of Cohasset bas closed for the senson, piling the wharves with tiers of bbls. of that aqnarial

f1e~ll, (Jne of the fleet, the Harriet Torey, hasl:mde(ll,;,nO l,h18. '\ViIliam Burdick, of the above vessel, has caught

117 bLIB. with hiR own hook, and will clear $;'48.00."

SCl'rUATE.

FHmING STATION AT SCITUATI~; I.lcm;I'E FOR OYSTElt I'LAl'TIKG.-ln w:n the ship 'William set "l' a fishing

station at Scit.uate, the ohjeet of whie]) wus, doubtless, the capture of cod.
In 1639 the following jjl'ense was gr"nted to a :Mr. Willialn Vassall: ..'. h
"l(j39 December. Licence or HLnt:> iR granled to Mr. "'illiam Va,sall to m"I<e llll oyster l,an!;: III the N~rt

, . . . tIl is farm thcrc called Ill<' 'W"st
River,60 rods in length, and aCl'OSS the snid rivPT, in sonH:~ eOllYCUlen, p ace, D~~.__~_'~_~_, ~ __~~r·_.' ~

I Rct'onls of ![aESfH'hllSeHs, vul. i. p. 3'-:u.
'lIbid., vo-l. .i. I). 57.

~~-31~~~~tallle Pntt"int. Angust. 21, HfO.
4 ColI. )101S,8. Ui~t. Soc., yo1. ij, 311 8('rlcH, p_ 102.
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New·land,' aIllI to nppropriato it to his own nse, forbidding all others to use the same without hi:; lieenso. [Colony
Reeords.J-The inference seems to he th'Lt tlle oyster Was not e01UltlOn in this rher." 1

EAI:rS HISTORY OJ" THE ~'1ACKERm~FISIIERY.-The following interesting account of the mackerel fishery from
l080 to 1:j12, inchHling eert.aiu laws rega.rding the capture of the Jl.'=ih o1l1~' at certain sea.sou8, modes of capture, and
habits of tlw fish, appears in the Collections of the l\fa'lsa.chnsetts Historical Soddy, vol. iv, 2d series:

"1'h" mac1wrel fishery has heeu pnrsued WitIl great Anccess fronl Scitnate during a long series of years. As etlrly
as the year W80 Rohert Stndson, of Scituate, with Nathaniel Thomas, of l\!ars1lfield, it appears, hired the 'Cape
Fishery' for bass amI mackerel of the colony. Subsequent to i700 it was common fur a vl~ssel to take BOO or more
harrels tiuring the scason within Massachusetts Bay, which were worth ill those early times aoout 40 shillings, O. T"
the 1.>arre1. It was eommon, we are told in later annals, at 11ostol1 an(l at PlymoutlJ, &c., when making an outfit
cargo for the Jamaica market, to tloor It ves,,,l, as it is termed, with an hundred 01' more barrels of Scituate mackerel.
It is prohable the packing out, so tenned, was usually Ilcrformed in Boston in olll tillles. In 1670, in Plymouth
Colony, at the June COlut, this Jaw l'assea: '\Vherpas we hltve formerly seen great inconvenhml'e of takiug maekerel
at unseasouahl" tillles, wl",reby their increase is greatl.v llimiuishe,l, allll that it hath been proposed to the cou:rt of
the :Massachusetts that S{luli, comse migllt he taken for preveuting the same, and that they have lately drawn up an
order about the same, this coart doth enuct that henceforth no mackerel shall be canght, except for "l'('nlling: while
fresh, hefiJre the tir.-t of J'lly aUlHlally, OIl pelJa.ltr of the loss of the same, the on{' 1mlf to the informer aud the other
to the colouy.' In l6~4, on the motion of \VilJiam Clark, It merchlLllt of Pl;pllout;'., the ('ourt passed an ordcr llrohilI
iting the Rehling of mackerel in lIny part of the colony, when the court leased th!'. cape fishery fur hass and mackerel
to 1111', Clark for seven years llt, [:lO per llnnum, lmt whieh he resigned 1689.

"Dr. l)onglass, who wrote 011 New Engllll1{l abont 1750, Bays of macker,·l: 'They set ill the second week of May,
lean, lind seelll to eat mnddy; some are caught all slimmer. There is a spenntl sflttiug in for autuUllJ, fat and delicious
cating. They are norl h latitude fish, and are not found south of New England. Beginning of July for a short time
tbey disappear', ur will Dot take the hait; hook macker"l, for II market" are preferaolo to thGse caught by seines,
which bruise one another.' These fish, it seems, were formerly seined for the purpose of bait, a prac1iee now disnsed,
and all are taken by the hook. (The people of HnH, it seems, first taught the Plymonth colonists to take them at
Gape Cod hy nlOulllight.. See Hist. Coil., vol. vi, ht ser., p. 127.) They are a capriciolls aUll sportive fi"h. In
clondy, ,mel even wet" weather they take the book with most avidity. They lire very partial to the color of red;
ll,mee a rag of that hlle iH sometimes a l)[Jit. A small strip of their own flesh, taken from Ilcar the tail, is used as a
hait with most SllceeHS.

"Ill early tiUleS the ,1lOres of uur bays were skirted by forest trecs quite near to the water's edge. In the month of
June, WIWll all llature is ill bloom, the volatile farina of the bloom of the forcst trees then floats in the air, and occa­
sionally settles on the smooth surface of the sellS. Then it is that this playfnl fJ.h, attracted by this phenomenon,
leaps and bounds above the surface of the water. So again, at a later period, in July and Angust, winged insects,
carried tlway by the southwest winds, rest and settle on the bosom of the ocean, a welcome herald, it is said, to the
mackerel catcher. Such arc the habits of many fishes, allli hencc thc use of the fly as a bait by the angler of the tront
streams.

"A mackerel fishery existed in former days at Plymouth. There were perhaps twelve small schooners thllS em­
ployed in autuIlln, taking 50 h:trrels a ""eek each, in the bay, ahout the year 1754. The people of Rhode Island aud
Connecticut were largely co:..cerned in this fishery formerly, it being very common to see 20 or more SfiltH sloops
frnm this ",ction of New England, occasionally taKing shelter under Plymonth beach in Rtormy periods. Bnt the
lllaccs where these fish are now taken are chiefly George's Banks, Nantucket Shoals, and Blocklsland Channel. In
the rear 1770 we are told there were l1Jlwards of 30 sail of vessels ;u this brane]l of the fisheries, from Scituate;
but not so many smCll 1783 (0 1812. \Var, the scourge of national prosperity, dcstroys or suspends all exteriur fisheries.
\Ve bOll<' and trnst a state of pence wi II rc vive, anti prosper them."

A !'iel'il'8 of essa.ys 011 commerce appeared in a Boston newspaper about tIle year 1784. One of thcm was devoted
b part to the fisheries, iu whicb the writer (prohably James Swan, esg., a member of the general court for Dor­
olwbterJ, "'i~h felicity of expression, eulogized the mackerel fisher,y , saying" that it was of IUore value to Massachu­
setts than wonld he the pearl fisheries of Ceylon."

1,IYEIt FISHERIES IN 1815 AND 1831. -The kinds and distribution of fish,' off 3ml in tbe river close l,y Scituate,
,yere wl'i ttt,n in 1815 l~nd recorded in the Collections oftbe Massachusetts Historil'al Society, vol. iv, 2d serics, as follows:

"Bass, shad, alcwivcs, smelt, and cels seek North River; cod and other sea fish common to all the bay fire taken
jnst without the hIlTbour."

Mr. Samuel Deane 1Il le31 wrote eonceruing the Scituate alewife :fisbery:
"\Ve fil'l',t notiee the fisheries of the stre,MUS. It is reuKOllable to cOLljeeture that the fJrst alewives wme taken in

the firHt h"rril1g brook, as some of tbe earliest sett.lements were near that stream. Theso fish ascended this brook to
George Moore's pond, ,md as tlill stream Wl\S narrow they were easily tn,ken in nets. Tbey continued to a"cend this
brook until the mills prevented them in late years by not being provided with suitable slUICes. Recently (1831) an
attempt hall been made to restore them, but wi.thout mueh success. Mr. Eatherly had' a ben-iog weir' on Mus­
'1uashcut hrook, near his honse, in 1640. We believe that a few ofihese fj"h find their way through the gulf to the
MuSqU'IShcut POllll at the present day.

.. On Round brook was formerly an abundant alewife fishery. As late as 1794 an act of the genersl court Wl18
procured I.>y Scituate and Cohll8set, for renewing the fi"hery, by providing sluices at the miJ1R, rog:nlating th" time_...._--_.__._----------------------
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and manner of takiug them, and removing the obstructions to their asceudingto Hezekiah To\vers' pond, to which' they
formerly ascended alH1lldant.ly, to the' great advantage of said Towers.' vVe believe the act was repealed in 1800, and
the fishery is extillet. In the second herring brook these fish used to aFlcllnd to Black pond, hilt they have long since
heen rcpelle<1 bJ- the mill-dalIls, Smelts eouiinue to visit this brook. They are taken in tile Jatter end of March. In
the thil'd be:rillg hrook these fisb uRell to ascend the vaney swamp. But here they Imve been destroyed in like lUau­
uer as ahove. The !'bu(l amI ale\~ife iishl'TY in tbA North River bas IOIlg \wen a suhject of controversy between
St'ituate and Pembroke. and is so at present. In their aFleending to the !Iatakeeset Pouus they 11serl to he taken in
great ahundance. Since an act of court ill 17(H, permitting scilles to be drawn in the North River, it is alleged that
they h,tye 1>een fast diminishing_ \Vhether this or the mills at Pembroke, or 80me unknown cause hus produced this
effect, we know not, but certain it is thnt thes., fishl'ries wew mduel'd to cOlllI,aratively little value in li:>:?5, 1mt since
that tiIlle the fish bave increased." 1

THE lIlACKEREL FISIU:RY IX 18:31 AND 1851.-Deane wrote in 1831 of the mackerel fisherJ-: "We believe there are
now about J5 [vessl'1s] annnally fitted ont, of varions tonnage, from 50 to 150 tons, amI earrJ-ing from 6 to 15 lUlnds.
The Ilnml.er of harr.'ls tal_en by our ,-esseIs in 1828 was sometlling more than 15,000."

In 1851, aceonliug to the report of the inspeetor-general of fish, Scituate had 13 vessels in the mackerel fishery,
aggr('gating i15 tons, and manned hy 119 men and hoys.

DUXBURY.

TIlE WIlAI,E-}"ISHERY.-" Schooners, sloops, nnd perhaps larger vessels were engaged in the whale-fishery from
Duxbury as etlrl~- as the 1Jeginning of the last century, and for some years quite a nnmber of tllfl inhabitants wert)
thus employed. Th('ir resort was at first along the shore and h"tween the capes, but by the close of the first qnarter
of the eentnry they had extended their grounds, and now the coast of Newfoundland became to be g.,nerally fre­
quented; and even as late as 1760, or l)el'lJaps tat.er, vcssels were employe.l in the Saiut Lawrence Gulf.

"On a blank leaf in the :leeount 1100k of Mr.•loshna Soule, of Duxbury, waS found the foJIowing memorandum:
'vVhnle yieg begun. ,,]j.ha cob sayted froUl hear March ye 4, from Plymonth ye 7, 17:2\).''' 2

TilE COD-FISlIEHY IX TIlE LAST CI~XTt:llY.-.Joshl\a Delano awl Joshua and Josiah SouIe, according to vVinsor,
owned vessols at Cap.' SallIe in 17:17, Three or four ,vas the Dumber nsually on the fishing-gronnds at that time, This
number steadily increased, with some (letrilileut (luring the l{eYolutiou, until in 17':';:; or 1785 there were 64 bank
fisherm{~n, averagi!)g 7, tnns each.

FRESH-WATER FIsnr:RIES,--Two ponds near Duxbury 0.1'0 thus dcscrihed in tho Collections of the Massaohusetts
Historic:tI Society for 17!14, vol. ii :

"Tho 1'011<1 is OIlO mile and a half from the salt water. It is ImIf a mile wide, one awl a half in length. The red
and sea perch, shiners, pont, aUtl sometimes piekerel are fuunu in it. Half a mile northwest of this lies a smaller
pOD11, a'l)out one mile in circumference. No stFeams rU11 lnto it, neithm' is there any comlliUllleatiou of "",,,tor upon the
surface of the earth from it to the larger pond. It i~ always verynparly thA same height.."

THE FISITRRH:S IX 1849.-Coneerning the state of the fishery in lti49 the following facts are given by Winsor:
"The fishiug lmsiness has no',. engaged tho people of Duxbury for nearly- a centnry and a half, thongh of late

rears the aggrf"gatc of tonnage eng-agea has ])('('11 eon~i(lerablyles8 Ulan "'a~ employed about ten or fifteen years ago."

KINGSTON.

Anmm_>\.NCE OF FISH IN 181G.-A writer in tlHJ Collections of tho Massachusetts Historical Soeiety, \01. iii, 2<1

series, says:
"Tbe land which thc natives cultivated was easily tilled, and, aided by £8h fiS manure, pFoduced considerable

quantities of Indian corn. The bay abonn<led with fish and fowl, the shores and flats with s!leD-fish, the streams with
alewi ves, frost-fish, smelts, and eels, iu their season." "The freqnent places of their habitat~on are _di5cOW\l'­
able by 6hell~ and marks of tire. • " " The fishery, till the war, was in latter years wholly carrIed on 1rom that

Place. Formerlv fis11 were cured at. Sunderland SO called, on .Jones' Riyer, one mile fmm t.he sea. Before the Re\'o­
• , d -h t •••

Itltionar~' War tho fishery was more extensive than since. About twenty schooners were owne III L e own.
"At Rocky Nook (Kingston) are salt-works, pro<lllcin~ about 200 \Jllshels of saa in a season." _
TUE FIsIIEIlIES IN 18~l7 AXD 18i9.-Since the early history of the Statethia town has had a small fislllllg fleet. In

]837 its fieet was larger tban in any other year. At that time 7 vessels engaged from this port in the maekerel fish­
fishery, and 22 in the cod-fishery. In f,)rmer times quite a nnmer of vessels were built each year. One eccelltnc
buildAr constrnetc;illO and named them after the lirst ten months of the year.

There were 3 KiD~ston vessels engaged in the- Grand Bank eod-fisheries in 187lJ, the statisticR of whieb are in-

clu<lcd in tbe summary for Plymonth district.

PLYMOUTH.

OUJECT OF THE PI.YMOUTII COLONISTs.-Oue of the objects of the estahlishment of colonics in New England was
. h d b t Id - E \ 11 'lw the earl..- '\'o~-a""erBthe develol_ment of the fisheries about which wonderful stones a een 0 III ng a,. ( , ": ."

, - . fi h - I' 1 f the lollowmg statement 1Il GovernorThat the Plymouth colony contemplated enterlllg upon the s enes we lilt rom

Bradford's History of the Colony:

I HistoTy of ScitlOate, Mass., by Samuel Deane, pp. 23, 24_
2 Win~or'8 History of Duxbnry_ p. 350.
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"After such travuil and tormoil ,mel admtt's which they went through, things wem got tell reutly for their depar­
ture from Leyden. A small ship ,yas provided ill Holluml, of abemt GO tons, which was intended, as to serve t,o tra,ns­
port some of them oyer tIll' seas, so to stay in tlW eonntry and to lend upon fishing and sucltother an:ait·s as might he
for tLl' good awl beue/it of the ,vlwll\, when the,,' shoulll come to the Illace iutcnded. Another was hired at Loudon,
of bnrden allout ninc score, anll all other things got iu a rCllditll'ss.'"

THE COLO:\JSTS LAl"D AT PLY~JO{JTH.-Althollgh the original plan of the Plymonth settlers had been to land at
SOllle point farther south, yet they we]'e lell 11,V' circlIllistances to dechle upon Massachusetts, aud in December, 1620,
made a lauding at Cape Co,l, and later l1t PJ~'mouth, where they found a good har10r, which they surveyed and de­
scribed to be" in the slwpe of a fi"L·hook; a goo<1 harhor for shipping, larger thau that of Cape Cod; containing two
small islands without inhabitants, iunumera"ble store of fowls, tlifIerent sorts of fish, besides shell-fish in alHllldanee."·

The inclemency of the season was not at all fa\'oraLl" for fishing, and us the uewcomers were lllJt ,yell provided
with provisions, they wouId have suffered liuch had it not been for the kindly assistance of the Indialls,who instructed
them in theit' methods of fishing and l,lauting. Early in the month of January, 1621, "one of tLe sailors fonnd alive
upon the shore a herring, which the master had to his supper; which put us in hope of fish, but as yet we had got
but one cod; we wanted small hooks.'"

THE llETVRN OF THE MAYFLOWER TO ENGLAND.-Phineas Pratt, in his mauuscript narrative, writteu in 1G62, says;
"Thayr Shipp [May:tlower, 1620] being retcrned & safely Arived in Eingland, those Gentlemen & Marcheuts, yt had
vndertaken to supply y"' wth things nesasary, vnllerstanding yt liany of ym weare sick &. some ded, maed hast to
send a ship "th mauy things rresasary; llUt so •. Inc1cscret man, llOping to incoridg thayr freinde to Come to ym, writ
Letters COllsel'1ling y.e greut plenty of ffish fowle nnd deare, not considering yt ye wild Salvages weare llIany timps
hungry'e, ~,t l,a,'e a Lette" scm to catch such things then Einglish men have."·

FREE LIBEHT¥ TO Jo'ISIL-Thc first Plymouth patent, made June 1,1621, has this item conceruing the fisheries;
"Together with free lihtie to fishe iu and vpon the Coast of Ncw Englauu and in all bavens ports and creekes tllere_
vnlo belonging. And It shulbe lawfull tor the said Vndertukes & Planters, their heircs & successoTI:l f'mely to trucI..
trade & tram'l with the Salvages in New Bngland or neigLhoring thereaLout at their wills &. 1'leas,;re8 without
lett or disturbance [As also to have libtie to hunt hanke fish or fowle in any place or places not now or llereafter \);'7

the EugHsh inhabited.]" 5 .

AnUKDAXCE OF nSJl.-A letter of 'Villiam Hilton's in Smith's New England Trials,l>l'inted in 1G22, describing
Plymonth, says there aI'e "Many great Lakes ahonnding with Fish, Fowle, Be,ners, and Otter". The Sea affords vs ag
great Plenty of all excellent Sorts of Sea-Fish, as the Riuers and lies doth Varietie of Wild 1"owle of most vsefull
Sortsa" {;

FISH rSED AS ~IAXUnE.-Govcrnor Bradford, in his History of the Colony, says: "Afterwards they' (as many as
",erl' all1e) hegan to !llant ther corne, in which servise Sqllanto stood them in great stead, showing them both ye malles
llOw to set it, and after how to dress & tend it. Also he touId them excepte they g-ott fish & set with it (in these old
gro"'Hls) it wOllld come to notLing, and he showed them yt iu ye middle of April! they should have store euough come
up ~., brooke, l,y which they begane to build, and tanght them how to take it, and wher to get other provisions nec­
essary f"r tht'lll; all of which they foewl true by trial! and experitJnce." 1

LOIl8Tlm8, SHAD-SPAWN, ETC.-A journal of one of the colonists for the year 16?1 says: "'We set forward the
10th of Juue, about 1line in the morning [Mr. Priuce thinks this i" a mistake, atHl that it ought to have beeu the ad
of Jlll~'], 0111' guide, Tisqllaut,utll, resolviug that night to rest at 5amasket I i. e., M:id(lleborough.-H.] a town uuder
Mnssasoit, and conceived by ns to bo vcry near, because the inhabitants Hocked BO thick on every slight oceasiCln among
118; bnt we found it to he 1[1 English miles. On the way we fonnd ten or twelve IlIen, womcu, aud children, which
had pestered us till we were weary of them, pcrce!\·ing tlmt (as the manuel' of them all is) where victual is easiest to
be got there they live, especially in the AUlUmer j by reason whereof, our bay affording many lobsters, they resort ev"ry
spring·tide thither, and now returned with us to Namasket. Thither we came about three in the afternoon, the
inhabitants lmtertaining us with jos iu the best manner they could, giYing IH a kj."d of lJread called by them Mazillm,
and the spawn of shads, which then they got in abundance, insomnch as they gave ns spoons to eat them; with these
they lJoiled lllusty acorns, but of UUl shads we eat heartily. They desired one of our men to shoot at a crow, com­
plaining what damage they sustained in BlCir corn by them; ~'11O, Shooting and killing, they much admired it, as
other shots on otller occasions.

"After tIti", Tisquantum told ns we should hardly in one day reach Pakanokick (the saIDe al:l Pokan.oket), moving
us to go B miles farther, where we should find more store and better victuals. Being willing to hasten our journey,
we wcnt, an,l calilC thither at sunsetting, where we fonnd many of the men of Namaskel fishing at a weir which
the~' harl made on a river which l)elonged to t,hem, where tbey canght abundance of hass. These welcomed UB also,
gave I1S of their fish, and we tht'.m of our victuals, not doubting but we should have enough wherever we came."·

l'Ism:w IN 16:l1.-Governor Bradford states tbat in September, 16:21, "Tltey begane now to gather in y. small
1Iarve"t they had, amI to title 11)1 their hOllS!"A and dwellings ag'lillst winter, being all well recovered in Ilealth &.
stnmgbt, and bad all tbings in good plenty; for as some were thns illlployed in affairs aLJroad, others were excerslsed
in t\:<IJill/;, ahoute cOlM, & bass, & other fish, of which ~.e tooke good good Btore, of which every family had their

) YlJUllg'N Chr(lnicJe-s oftbc I1ilgrim Fathers. BostuD, ]844-, p. SO.
1 n\~HiJlap's ..American n~o~rapLy. New York. 184G, voL ii, p. 321­
3Yolmg, op.cit.~p.171.

• Coil. )las8. 11i8(. Soc., Y01. iV,4th series.p.477.

E.i Ibid., yol. ii, 4th series, pp. 100,161.
• HazarJ's .. St1lte Pal>er"." I'hilade1!,hia, 1792, yoL i, p. 120.
7ColI. :Mass. Hist. Soc., TOL ii i, 4th aerieSt p. IO().
• Belknap, op tit.. 'l'oL iii, p. 81;'
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po:'tiou. A~l sf- SOll1er tlJ('f ,nlS no wunte..Aud 110'," lU:loganc to come iu store of fOllle, as willter il.lH'oueheu, of \vbiell
tbIS plae(' <1,,1 abound whell they came first (hnt afterwards decreasedl.>y degree,).'"

A leUer (Will Ed wart! \\'illsl"w to a frient!, umier date of December 11, ltJ21, >lays: "Yor fish and fowl we have
great ahundance. J'resh eof! ill the .sUtIl1l1er is hut (~n~lrS(> 11lea.t with us. Oar IJuy is full of ]oiJstCl':-5 all thc'SUIllJner.
'lOd aftortletll variety of otber tish. In SeptemIJ('r w" can take a Itog,;heati of eel.; in R niglll', with srnalliahor, awl
"an dig themont of thcirhefb all the winter. \Ve ltavelJln,;:;ebaud others atonrdoor,. Oyster6we have lwnenear,
hut can have them brollght Ily the ludi:ms wheu we wil1.'"

SCAHCITY ~F FOOD IX 162'2.-0nc of the excur~iolls lllaJe lJy ~Ir. ",Vinslo,,' "wns l,y Sf'a to )!l>llahi;.!oo, all itJalld

near the month of Penol)scot J3a~', to procHJ'(: a snpply of brellli from the tishing \'essels, \,ho rr80rte,1 to the eastcrn
coast in the ~l'rillg ofl{j2~. Thi~ 8I1p1'1,\', tlJough Hot large, Y~-[di freel J' givell to tllo l5u11'eriug eo!ony, nutl, being pru­
dently managed in the distribution, amount,cd to one'qnarter of a pound for each perwn till 11w lll'xt hurvest."3

Freeman states that, "Iu the mouth of May, IG2:!, the provision of the settlers n.t Plymonth being spent, Mr,
Dradforelreconls, 'A famine begins to pinch us, awl wo 1001, hard for a supply, hut noue arrh'(\,;.' From some fishing
vessels on the eoa-st bread was ohtaiued to the amount of a '1'larter of a ]Jollnd per day for each person till harvest,
and this the governor caused to he dealt ont daily, 'or some had starved. The want of urea<1 had aha ted the strength
and :flesh of some, and had swelled others, anti had they not been where aTe di vers sorts of shell-fish they mnst ll:1vP
perished. ""

Winslow'H "Good News from New Englund," printed ill London in 1624, says: "J11 the end of An;.;u"t [Hi22] came
other two ships into our harbor. The one, as I tako it, was called the Discovery, Captain Jones having the com­
ma.nd thereof; the other was that ship of Mr. 'Weston's, ealled the Sparrow, which had noW' made her voyage of fish
and 'Was consorted with the other, being both bound for Virginia.

• • • "For our own parts, onr case was almost the snme wilh theirs [Massachusetts Bay Colony], having but
a, smaH qnantityof corn left, and were enforced to Jive on ground'fiut.s, clams, mll.ssels, and sneh other things as
naturally the country afforded, and which did and would maintain strengtb, alltl were easy to be gotten; all which
things they had in great abundance, yea, oysters also, which wo wanted; and thcrefore nccessity could not be said
to constrain them thereunto." &

THE FISHERIES DECI,ARED FHEE.-Governor Bradlor(l thus llleutions tbe arrival of the l'aragon: "Abont y' la,ter
end of June [Hi23] came a 8hip, with Captaine Francis West, who had a comission to be admirall of New England, to
restraine interlopers, and shueh fishing ships as came to fish & trade without a licenee from y~ Counsell of New Eng­
land, for which they should pay a round surne of money, But be could doe no good of t hem, for they.were to stronge
for him, and Le found y. fisher men to be stuberne fellows. And their owners, upon eOlllphtiute made to y' Parle­
mente, procnred an order yt :fishing should be fr..e." 6

NEED DF },'ISIUNG APl'ARATUS.-'Vinslow gives the following good advice: "I will not again speak of the ahun­
dance of fowl, store of venisou, and variety of fish, ill their Sl'aSOIlS, which might. c111'ourag'\ many to go in their per­
sons. Only I advise all snch beforehand to consider that as they hl'ar of countries that abound with the good creatures
of God. so means must be used for the takiIlg of evcrj' one in his kind, and therefore not oIlly to content thelllselves
that th,'n, is snffieient, but to foresee llOW they sha11 he ubI<· to outain tho same. Other",ise, as he that walketh
London btroets, though he be in the midst of plenty, yet, if hc wants mel>1ls, is Ilot Hie bdte1', hnt, hath rather his
sorrow increa.sed by the sight of that he wantetll, and emmut enjoy it, RO also there, if thou want art and other neces­
saries thereunto belonging, thou nmyesL Hee t,hat thou wantest UUll th~' heart desireth, and ~'et ue never the hetter for
the same. Therefore, if thou see thine own iusuflieieney of thyself, then join to some others, where thou mayest iu
some measure enjoy the samo; otherwise, assure thyself thon art better where t hOll arL'"

FrSHl.NG WITII A KET.-Bradford thus tells of the Iiltru~gh's of tlte ClllOllists ill 1Gt3:
"They baveing btlt one boat left and she not o,er well fitted, tht'y were divided into severall companies, 6. or 7.

to a ganj:{g or eompan~', amI so went out with a nett th,'y hacl bought, to take b:18s anclsueh like fi8h, uy eourse, e\'ery
company knowing their tnrue. No sooner was y. boate cliscbarg('d of wbat she bronght, 1mt y' next company tooke
her an'd weDt~ out with her. Neither did they returne till they had c:1uight something, tbough it were 5. or 6, days
before, for they knew ther was nothiug at home, and to go home elliptie wou:d he a great discouragernente to y' rest.
Yea, they strive who should doe bOllt. If she stayed long or got litle, then all went to se"king ofslJelJ-fisb, which at
low-water tbey diggtd out of y' sands. And tbi" was their living in y. somer time, till God sente ym beter; & in
winter they were helped with ground'Dnts and fonle. Also in y. sollier they gott now aud then a dear; for one or 2.
of y~ fitest was apoynted to ranj!e y. woods for yt end, & what was gott that wa~' was devided amongst them.""

ENCOVHAGEME.....T TO PEI~SEYERE.-Iua general letter wriU,>n to the Plymouth settlers, awl brought Ji'OIll Englanel

ou the ship Ann in 1G~3, is this noble sentiment: ,
"If ve lund afford you bread and v. sea yeelel you fish, rest you a while "out"nted, God will one day tifton] you

1".tter f~re, And all ;nen sllaUlkno'; you are neither fngetives nor diseonteuts. But can, if God so order it, take yl
worst to yourselves, with con lent, & le"ve yC oest to ~'onr neighbonrs with ehcrfllllllcsS. l,ot iluot be greeH'oll'; unt"
JOI1 yt ~'ou have heen instrument to breake ~,c is!' {"lo ot!Jers who come after ,,'ilh It'ss dilliclIl!X, thl' honour "hall he

yours, to ~,e worlds end, &0." 9 . . ' '0 . ..
~ . G ~llALLOI'OIIT'IL1' "Ill W"4 1'1"mouth conf.tuned tlllrt~·-t,,-odwdllllghunsc,;, amI "bout
"'AL1' WORKS A'IlD FISHI'" " ,,<J'- - J :..._. .. _~ ... __ .__ .

• I CoiL Mass, Rist. Soc" ,0L iii. 4th seri('s. p. 105.
~Young'8 Chroniclr.6 of the Pil~rinl Fathers. l~ogt:on. 1844, I)· 23;).

• Belknap, op, cit" fl. 94.
,I Freeman'. Bist. of Capc Co,L Boston, 1862, voL i, p. 101.
'Young, op. cit., P}J·2JSfa~D.

6ColL Alas.'!. IIist·. Soc., vol. iii, 4th Aeries. p.l-n.
1 (i-ood News from l'ew Eug]aml ill Young',.. Chronirh'B. p. 37~ .
8C{,Il. .Mass. Jli~t_ Soc., yo). iii, 4th R('J'ics, II. r:'(.
,. Ibid .. p.144.
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one hun<lred and eighty persons. Tee iuh,t1Jitants had erected 'a salt work; und this :rear they freighted a ship of
a llUudred ailli eighty tOllS."1

The journal of one of the settlers, under date of June 17, 1624, says:
"The ship carpenter sent us is an honest and very inilnstrious man, quickly bllill1s lIS two very g()od and strong

shallops, with a great and strong lighter, aud had hewn timber for two hetehes; but this is s~ilt; for in the hot sea­
son of the year he falls into a fever and dies, to our great loss and BOrrow. But -the salt man is an ignorant, foolish,
and selfwilled man; who chooses a spot for his salt works, will have eight or ten men to help him, is confident the
ground is good, makes a carpenter rear a great frame of a house for the salt and other like uses; bnt finds himself
deceived in the lJottom; will then h:Lve a lighter to carry clay, &c., yet all in vain; he c()uld do nothing bnt boil
salt in pans. The next year is sent to Cape Ann, and there the pans are set HI' for the fisbl'ry; but before the sum­
mer is Ollt, he burns the house and spoils the pans, ancl there is an end of this chargeable business.'"

THE FISHERlES :NOT SUCCESSFUL.-UDder date of March, H;24, Governor Bradford says:
"Shortly after, Mr. \Viuslow came over, and bl'Ollght a prcty good suppl,f, and a ship came 011 fishing, a tLing

futaH to this plantation. He brol1~ht 3. heifers & a bull, the first be~inniugof any ca.ttle of that kind in ye land,
with some cloathing & ot,her necessaries, as will fnrther appear; but withall ye reporte of a strong fnction amongst
the adventurers against them, and espetially against y. coming of ye rest from Leyden, an<1 witn what difficulty this
sUI'ply was procured, and how, by their stroug & long opposision, bnssiness was so retarded as not only they were
now falne too late for y. fishing seuson, bnt the best men wero taken IIp of y. fishermen in y. west countrio, and he>
was foret to take sneh a MT. & company for that i""ployment as he could procure ufOOn y' present.'"

Among' a Dum!>er of ohjections answered aDd sent to England in 1624, by Governor Bradford, was tlw following:
"-. Db: The fish will not take salt to keepe sweete. Aus: This is as true as that which was written, that ther is
scarce a fonle to ue scene or a fish to be taken. Things likely to be trne in a cuntrie wher so many sayle of ships.
come yearly a fi8hing; they might as wen say, thme can no aile or bee,re in London be kept from sowering.'"

The story of a fishing trip to the COllst of Maine in IH24 is thus tolll by Goverll()r Bradford:
"They having with some trnl)lc & charge ncw-ul3sted and rigged their pinass, in y. begining of Mareh, tbey

simt hcr well vitaled to the eastward ()ll fishing. She arrived safely at a place near Damarius cov", aud "'as there
well harbored in a place wIler ships used to ride, ther being also some ships allready arivN] ont of England. Bnt
shortJy after tll'"r arose such a violent &0 cxtmordinarie storme, as yo seas broak over such places in yo haruor as was
never scene berorl), a,nd (lrive Iwr against great roks, whicb beat such a hole iu her buU<e, as a horse and carte might
haye gone in, and after drive her iuto ueep-water, wher she lay Bunke.'"

Governor Bradford thus writes of the colonists iu 1625:
"This storme being tlms 1Jlowne oYer, yet snndrie sad effects followed yo MUle j for the Company of Allventurers

hwake in l'eeces here upon, alld Y' greatest parte wholy deserted Y' colony in regarde of any further supply, or care
of their subsistanee. And not only so, but some of Layfords & Oldoll1s friends, and their adherents, set ont a shipe
on fishing, Oil tbeire owne acconnte, and getting Y' starte of y' ships that came to the plantation, tbey too1;:e away
their stage, & other necessary provisions that they had malle for flshing at Cap-Anne yo year before, at their great
charge, and wonld not restore Y" same, excepte tLey would fight for it. But y. Gov' sent some of y' planters t() bell'
yo fi!<her men to build a now one, and so let tllem keepe it. This shipe also bron~ht some small supply, ()f little valne r
Lut tl10;I" made so pore a unsiness of their fishing, (neither could theRo men make tbem any returue for y'snpply
sente,) so as, after this year, they never looked more after them.".

PERMISSION TO FISH AT KENNEllEC.-Tho Patent of the Old Colony of Plymouth, granted January 13, 1629,
has these items concerning the fisheries: "And forasmuch tlS they have noe convenient Plaee, either of Tra(linge or
Fishinge within their OWU8 precincts, whereby (after soo longe Travel! and great l'aines) BO hopefnll a Plantaeon
ma.y S111J8i8te, as alsoe tlia\, they lIlay l.ce incouraged the better to proceed in 500 pious a 'Vorke, " " " The said
Conncell haye further given aud granted " .. • the Space of fifteene Englishe miles on each Side of the said River
called Kcnncbek, and alJ the said River called Kenebck, .. " .. and all Gronn<ls, Fisbinge~, &c. ; • • * with
Liberty of fi~hillg upon any Parte of the Sea-coaBte and Sea-sbores of any of the Seas or Islands adjacent, and not
IJeinge inhauited, or otherwise disposed of uy Order of the said Presidente and Councellj7

THE FISHERIES IN 1629.-Undcr date of the year 1620 Govern()r Bradford writes:
"This paying of 50 p' eent. and dificulty of ha"\'iug their goods trasrorted by y' fi~biug ships at y' first of y. year,

(as was belcevetl,) which waR y' cbeefe season for tr11l1e, pnt them npon another projectc. Mr. Allerton, after y.
fisbing seasou was over, ligbt of a bargan of salte, at a good fishing place, and bonght it; which came to abontc
113 Ii.; and shortly after he might have had 30 II. eleare pr()fite for it, withont any more trouble aboute it. But Mr.
Winslow coming that way from Kenebeck, & some other of ther partners with him in Y' barke, they mett with Mr.
Allertou, and faIling into disconrse with bim, they stayed him from selling y' saIte; and re.&llved, if it might please
y. reBt, to keep it for tImID Belves, and to hire a ship in y' west countrie to come on fishing for them, on shares, accord­
ing to y' eoustolIle; and seeing she might have her ll.'1lte here ready, and a stage ready builte & fitted wher the
salt lay safely lauded & housed. In stead of bringing ealte, they might £lowe her full of trading goods, as bread,
pease, cloth, &e., and so they might have a fun 8upplyof goods witbout paing fraight, and ill due season, which
might tume greatly to their advantage. COJDiug home, this was proponnded, and considered on, and aproved byalJ
bnt ye GOyr, who had no mind to it, seeing they had allway lost by fishing; but y' rest were so ernCllt, as thinkeing

I JIolroes' American Annnls, 1805. Vol. i, p. 131.
, Prince, :New EnJ'tland Chronology, Boston, 1736, p. 227.
'Coli. Y""s. Rist. So<>., vol. iii, 4th series, p. 151.
• Ibid., p. 162.

• Ibid., p. 156.
• Ibid., p. 196.
• Hazard's" State Papers," y<>l. i, pp. 300,$01.

•
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tLat tht,y w.ig-ht gainc well hy ye fishing in this way; uml if they should but savR, JerI, or lose sometLillg "S it, y.
other henehte wonld be advantage inough; so seeing their ernestuess, he gave way, ural it was refered tu their
friell(lg in England to alow, or disalow it. Of which more in its place." I

1'nOUBLE A1l01.'T THE FISHIXG V:ESSEL FIlJENDSllIP.-" Tbey looked ernestly fur a timely supply tLis spring,"
[.1630] "ay" Governor Bradford, "by the Jishing ship which they expectt,d, aml bad Leen at charg tu keepc II stage
for bel'; but none carne, nor !lny snprly beard of for them. At length they 11euTd smIle snpply was seut to Ashley
hy a fishing ship, at whieh they something marvelled, aml the more yt they had no letters either frolll lI1'. Allerton
or Mr Sherley; so they went on in their bllssineR'l as well as yO con1<1. At last tbey heard of :lIlr, Peirce; his arJvull
in y. Ilay of y" 1\laRsacllll~etts,who Imlllgllt passeng'cJ'S & goods thither. Thf'}' prl'selltly Rent n dHl1l0p, COllc.,j\'ing
tlJPY should have sOIUE'thillg llY him. But he tonld them he lJad none; and a ship 'ns seft out 011 fishing, but
after 11 weeks l11,atiJlg at 8ra, slw mett with shlleh f",lll \\'('atI,,'r as she wus forete h"ck ag~inl' fill' EnglaIllI, aUll,
y. season being over, gavl' off y. Yioage. * * * Bnt 1\fr. Allerton h"d bOllght flIlother Ship, and was to cOllle ill
her, and was to fish for lJa,s to :r" eastward, and to hring goods, &c. il.iJoute yo mi,llt, of sollieI' aITh',,»
Af'. Hatberley in y. Bay of Massachusetts, (being ono of ye 1'artl1,'r8,', !lnd eawe ovcr in y" saUle ship that W"S ,,<,t
out on fislling (called ye, }cremlship). • • • Hnss fishhlg wa,s neH'r lookt nt hy them. hnt as WOlle as (''"''1' th""
heard on it, tJll''y look"ll at it as a vaine thing, that wouW certainly tume to loss. And'for Mr, Allerton to f(lJI()\~­
any trade for them it was neyer in their thoughts, After thl'se things lIlr. Allerto,. wente to Y' shil)
aboute hi" bass fi"h ill g. • • •

" Now about these ships & their scthug forth, the tnlOl, as f~rr as could he leal'lwd, i" tIlis. '1'1", LllOt jon
aboute settin~ forth yc fisltillg ship (ealed ye Friendsbip) came :first from J,e plantation. anti ye reason of it, ali is
before rememhered ; but wholy left to them selves to doe or not to doe, as they saw l'anse. But when it fell into
consider!ltion, and yO desiglle 'I\'as held to he profitable nnd hopeful!, it was propounded by some of thew, why might
not they doe it of t1Jem SelHS, seeing they must dili1.mrse all y e money, and what need thr'y huye an~- l'cfl'eruu",;
to ye plantation in yt; tl,ey' might tnHe y,e profite tbem selves, towards otl'er losses, &: need not let y" plantation
share tberein ; and Jfthe.ir ends were otller wi'e answereCl for their snpplyes to come too them iLl tinl<', it, wouM]",
well euough. So they bired her, & set her ont, and fraigbted bel' as ful! 3S she eould earry with passengers go"tls
y' l>elonged to y'. MassacbllsettR, which rise to a good "nIlle of mOllcy; inl<'nding to send ye plant ation slIpply ill y"
other ship. The !Offecte uf tIli" Mr. Hatberley not ouly t]el'1ar('d afterward npon oecasion, Ullt affirmt'l! "1'0" otlle,
tnkeD before ye Gov' & Del': Govr of ye :Massachusd,ts. J\1r. 'Vinthrop & Mr. Dudley: That this sbip--Frielluship "'u"
not sett Ollt nor intended fo, ye joynt l'artl1ersbil' of :ie plantation, hut for ye pertkuler aecouut<> of Mr, Jaull's Sherl"y,
}Ir. Beaehampc, Mr. Andrews, Mr. Allerton, & him selfe. Tbis deposition was taken at Boston y. 29, of Aug: IG39
as is to he seen IInder their halld,,; besides some otbel' concureute tcstilI1t>:Jies llt'elared at sc,'era]] times to bllUthie

of' them.""
THY. ALEWU'E FISIJEIUES R';l1Ul.ATEI> IX 163:l.-1'lJ" follo'Wing order eoncerning 1he capture of alt''Wiycs alld son:(J

other fisb was }l8sst:'l1 at It ~el1eral eOllrt he1l1 tbe 26th of Octol,er, ill the ninth year of n,e reign of King- Charles:
"Whereas God, by his providence, hath ca"t the fish culled alewives or herrings in the mic1dest of tlle l'iaco

appointed for the town" of Plymontb, and that the ground tlJereal'out I:ath heen worne out by tbe ",hoII', to the
damage of those that inhabite the same, that therefore the said berring, alewives, or slHldde COHloJlly (lstd in tho
setting of eorne be appropriated to such as doe or shall inhabite the town.. of Plymouth afor6d, lIIHl that no othel"
have any right or propriety in the same. onely for hait for fishing', &: that hy such un (Jrderl~' cowrsc as shall ho
thought m€et by tb€ Go"r &: COVl'ncell." 3

FISHERY GRANTS IN 1641 AXD 1642.-" In IG41, ::111'. John .Jenny '''us allowed certain pri,·i!egcs at Clarke's Island"
'to make salt, and which h'! was to sell to tlte iuhllbit:lnts at 28. the bushel.' "Herring wear let for three'
"'ears to three persons, wbo are to tleliver the shares of herrings !lDd to receive Is. G the tllons3IllI for their.troublc·,

In 1642, "Thirty nert'S of land W{'I'l' grlwtetl at Clark..'s Island (the ",.e of tbern) to tl", fiy" pnrtllt'rs t~:at ma];"
salt for t,wenty-one years!' <

P.KRl\USSION TO FISH AT CAPE COD.-':' Iu tht} Iuouth of' Octuher, IGC-O., the permissiou fOflucrly giveu to .Jobu
Stone, of Hnll, to make lIse of lantls at Ca,pe Cod for hass fishing, was ,,-ithdrawll by the eonrt; alltl li'"n' ",a"
;;ranted 'to Mr. 'l'llOmas Prince, Capt. Miles Stllndi"h, lllld Mr. ,VilHam Paddy, with snch others of I'l,Ymolit h.
Duxbur.y, and Nawsott. as sball join witll t,hem,-tbey to nmko liSt' nf allY lands, ereeks, timber, &: e., 111'011 the Cal'"~

land. in stich convenient places us they !iltall ehoose,' for the said fishing pnrposes.""
SCHOOLS Sl:PPOlnED BY FISHERY. -Deane, il1 his lJistory of Scitnate, says:
"In 1670, 'tlte court did freely give and grant all such profits as might or shonld accrlle aIlllually to the colony,

fOT fishing with nets or seines at Cape Cod, for mackerel. uass, or herrings, to be improved fur and towards a free
Heltool in some town of tLis jurisdictiou, for the traming I1p of ;;-out11 ill literature for the good a1l(1 belwfit of
posterity. provided n beginning h" made within one year after sd grant, &e! This school was immetliately est:JbU,],,,,l
at Plymouth, and was snpported by the proceeds of the Cape fishery until 1677, wheu tLe following change was
ordered, "iz: 'Ill wllatever 'l'OWlISllip iu tbis government, consisting of [lfty families OT upwards, any meet mea

shall be obtained to teaeh a grammar school, such township shall allow at least twelve pounds, to he rai"etl by rat"
on all the inhabitants of Sd town: and those that, haye the more immedia.te benefit thereof, with wIJat others sIJull
voluntarily giY€, shall make np the residue lleeessaTy to maint~in the same, and tbat the profits arising froUl the Cape

I CoIL Mas•. Hi.1. Soc.• vol. iii, 4th serie.,p, 12li,
• Ib,d., l'p. 207 .t at.
• Plymouth Colony P.ecoytls, v,,1. i, 16:H-165I. ]117.
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.. CoIL ~Ias5. Jlist. S(~(·.. , yol iii, 2d series, p.1S3.
• F,'peruao 's Histor:- of Cape Cod, '"01. i, p, 203.
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fisbing, heretofore ordered to maintain a grammar school in this colony, be distrillllted to sucb towns as have such
grammar schools, not ex(wediug five ponnds per ann. to any town, nnless the court treasnrer or others appointed to
manage that afi'air, see good cause to add thereunto. • • • The Cape fishery was rented annually for from thirty
to forty pouwls. 'VOl ohserve that in 1680, Robert Stetson, of Scituate, and Nathaniel Thomas (probably of Marsh~

tield) hired the fishery. It continned but eleven years; for we observe that in 1689, the rent was appropriated
towards the salary of the lIlagistrates; and after the union of Plymouth alld Massachusetts in 1692, the fishery was
free, as ",e believe. The tOW1lS of Duxbury, Rchobotll, and Taunton received the five pounds, a part of the term
when this court order was in force."

THE FISlIEIlIES IX 16fiS AXD l670.-}'reeman records tbat "in 1668 the colony complained of annoyance and inter·
I'uption of tbe fisberip~ on tbe part of Massachusetts, and a~ order was passed, remonstrating with the general court
of the Massachusetts Colony against the int.rusion."

"A valuation of the town in 1670 states the' fisb boats' of Plymouth thus:

Four at £2:> ",., _. .• _" __ "" _.•.••• _••• _._ .•. _•. _••••• .•• ••• _•.. __ ""'" '" _••• _••••••••
Two at £lH .. , __ ._ . .' .•••.. _•.... __ .. ""' ....• _•.. . . .

Olle at. _ _. _ _. •.... _. _. __ .. _.....•... _ _ _ _. '" .....•................ _.. _ _ _

.£100
36

12

148

"Those, though callen boats, we consider sballops, of some burthen, though probably without decks." I

Dl'TIf:S OF THE" WATER BAYI~EY."-Thefollowing order was passed by the general conrt at Plymonth July 4.
1672; "It IS enacted" hy the Court that if any pson or pEons tbat shall att any time heernfter: shipp: or loau on board
~lIlY ; £fish into any vessdl; which sbalbe caugbt att Cape Cod but sucb as hee or they shall gine an accoumpt off to
the wat('r Bayley; all such ffishes shalbe forfeite to the Colloniesvse; And that the "rater bayley h", heerhy impowercd
to make seizure of all snch ffisl1 as "hall a,tt any time 1>ecome forfeite; and to giue an aCCouIDl't therofvnto the Treas­
lll'er; or such as shalhe appointed by the Majestrates or any fOllr of them; to take the said accollmpt." 2

l)IYISIO:S- OF PROFITs.-The COlIrt at Plymouth, July 5, 1678, made the following order: "Thomas Clarke, of P}~"

mouth, late of Boston, eomplaineth against Mr. Constant Southworth, of Duxberry, in an action on the case, to the
damage of 401l, for that tbe sai.} Soutbworth doth detaine and withhold !'rom the said Clarke one eight pte of the
yeerly proffitts of the fishing" att Cape Codd, notwithlltanding the llltid Southworth did bargaine and contract, ill the
year seancnty seanen, ",ith the said Clarke, that the said Clarke shoald receine and injoy the eight pte of the said
IJI'offitts during the time that the said Southworth," &c. 3

J'lIACKEHEL BEll'\ING OR NETTlN"G PROHIBITED IN1tiI:34.-His M~jesty'scourt at Plymonth passed the following- order
July 1, 1684: "This Court takeing- (ntll theire serious consideration the /<reat damagetbat tbis collonie and onr naigh­
llOnrs is likely to sustaine hy the eatching ofmackerell with netts and saines att Cape Codd, or else where neare any
Bhore in this collonie. to the erreat oestruction of fish, and to the discurragement of several! fishermen,-

"This Court doth therfore enacte, au(l be it heerby enacted, by the authoritie tlJ.,rof, that noe pson or paons what·
Iioeuer, after the publication becrof, shall catcll or draw on shore any mackerell, with nett or netts, sayne or saynes,
in any pte of this col1onie; ,md if aD~' pson or paODS shall heerafter presume to catch any mackerell by setting or
shooling: any nett or "ayne, every such psou or PS011S soc offell(1in~as aforsaid shall forfeite for his or theire said offence
all stIch netts or sayncs as shalbe soe irnproncd, and all such mackerell as shalbe soe caught by him or them, and shall
also(' forfeite every SUell vessell, and all BUel, vessells, or boatcs, as shalbe imployed therin, wbether ~atch, sloop, or
tlOat, as "hallie iml)loyed in taking or carrying a",ay any such fisb, if att any time the pson or POODS SOO offcnding be
taken "'j thi" ille gOY'mcnt, or the valIne thernf, the one moiety to the collonic, lind the other moyety to the informer,
tllat shall l'l'OCecute the same. And for tlw hetter exclltion of said law, power shalbe giuen lJy" some one or more of
th(' magestrates uy wurl'ant to some fitt mun to acte as a waterbayliff to nmke seasure of any such forf~Jiture8as 8for­
ba:<1." ..

An<l on July 4, ](:84, the court malle ihis ordcr: "},Ir Willam Clarke, of Plymonth, came into the Court and
teu<lered, that if tllis Conrt would make a law to prohibitt the catching of mackerell with saines in any pte of this
co!louie, hell would ana did engage to the Court that hee would give and JI1lY Vllt{) the Treasurer thirty ponnd pI'
annum, for seauen yeares, in currant New Englall(l mOllY, for the basso fishing att Cape Codd j wbervpon this Court
1':Js,cd an ord&r tn 1'l'Obihit sayning for mackerell, and ordered the Trl'osurer to make a lease to tbe said Clark of
Ca»., Cod,}, onely for basse fishing, spaucn yeer, for the said sum of30 1l per annnm." 5

MAC!{EREL' LA.W ImrEAU:D.-At the general eourt in October, 1&;9, "it was urdered, that the law ill our printed
1,ooko, page 31, probibitting saining for rnackirill at Cape Cod be henceforth made void and of no force.

"Orderl'd, that tho magistrates of the county of BaTUstalllc, or allY two of them, be a eomittee to dispose ano
manage tlw Cape fisIling as pr order of Court directed, and to impower such offiC'ers as are necessary under them to
looke after tbe same.

" Ordere<1 thn.t the severJlll acts and orders of Conrt ahout fishing at Cap" Cod, in our old printed law booke, page
38 & :19, viz!, so much or so many of them us are noted to be revived in the mnrgent of Sd booke, begining at number
4 & ('nding at N: fl, n,rc all of them revivcd and murle, and hereby declared to be of full force, nntill this Court shall
otllerwise order." 6

I CoIl_ Mass. Hist. Soc.. vol. iii. lot series. p. 167.
'ibid.. vol. vii, p. 213. <ibid., vol_ vi, p. 141.

• Plymonth Colony Record&-vol. n. p.231.
'ibid_, voL vi. !>. 139. '1bi<J:, vol. v~ p. 218.
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THE CAPE COD FlSIlEllY.-The PIymout]1 court ou the first \Vedncsday of October, 1G8!!, made the following
oruer;

. "~1' William Clarke, having lormerly hired the fishing at the Cape, & his lease not yet expired, came personally
mto thIs Court, and openly qnittet] his cJaimc theTeto for tlltJ future, & desired the Court to release him thCI'efrow,
which was then grante(l, he sattisfying wlat is justly ,]ne to tbis colony for the tiwe past.

"The Court order, that the Treasurer of tllis colony use such lawfnll means as to lim shallsecrnc mcet for the
recovery of what is due from M' \Yilliam Clarke to this colony- re"l'ccting the Cape fislJilJg, and to receive y" sam"
for the use of this co]ony.'"

TIlE ALEWIYE l'ISHEItIES i1> 17;,0.-" TlJe alewive lisllpry' at the hrook ill this town had long lJecn eousiuered
as vf consiueraule importance, and pmper regulations were from tiille to time plOyitled to lll'c'l'cnt the destruction of
the fish. Tli8 year it wus ordered, that, in order to prevent obstructions to the alewives going HI' the pond to spawn
110 person shall tuke more fibh from tlle town brook, or Aga ,yam Riyer, than are necessary- for their families' lise, and
no person to take any for It market, On a penalty of 20 slilliugs for eadl llarrel. A cOlllmittee was appointe,l to seo
tbat families wem reasonauly pTOvi(letl for, aud tlJe poor supplied.'"

THE FISHERIEf; FRO~{ 1<;70 TO 1800.-" Fl'Oln ihis period [lG70] to l~~O, the Uoherie" were Joubtless progresBive:
at which time 70 sail lIl:!y he nssllllH'd as the nnmlwr of fishing" vessl'ls, from :;0 to 45 tons, na\'igated by frolll 7 to 8
Jucn.

"Mel'chaut ve"sds [l'om 1755 to 1700, sa~-, in the LiYerpool trade: 1 Ldg of 1;;0 tOllS, 1 I,rig of lGO tOJIS, ami 1 hrig
of 180 t.oDs-totul, :1 ],rig-s of 470 t.ons.

"On]y I 'vessel, Captain "'orth, sailed from Bostoll in this trade, except a .ehoouer O\yned lJy S. A. Ot.is, esq.,
wbieh made ber outfits at Ply'lIJouth. Liverpool was tlen a small place cOUlpamtive]:\" to wlJat, it is now. Outward
cargoes, liver-oil, lumber, potash, then made at Miodleborough, whenee also the lumber; return cargoes, salt, crates,
freight for Boston. Other yessels in tbe merchant 8l'rviee, say 20. Outward cargoes, fish; destiuatioll, .Jamaica,
cllietly, Spaiu, amI, after the reduction of the -French Islands, 1t1artinico, and Guadaloupe. Description. Oue small
sllil' (the Lion), hri:;s, schooners, sloops. At the peace of 1783, very few of these remained; SOllie few schooners l,er­
haps; subsequent to which fishiug vesspis inuensed in size and aggregate tonnage; yet it may' he less ill number.""

Dwight. gi'l'es tIl(' follo\'\"ing aCl'onnt of l'lYJllOlltlt iu 1800; "To the inbauitants tlle, fishery is an ohjent of primary
importance. To sorue it is a source of wealth and to multitudes of a comfortable, eheerful Ii viug. The most .-aluable
branch of it is t be cod-fishery; the uext those of lllae!ierd and herriugs. All tlese are sold in Spaiu and Portugal,
or on the i,landi< belonging to these e{'llntries. Formerly' they were carriNI to Boston market. The levelma.rgin of
tlIP- oeean for ahout 2 miles ahoye and uelow 1lJe town is, ,lnring the propel' sca~on, wholly dCY'oted to tlJis uusiuess,'''

COD-FISHERY AT SHU_ITS OF Bt:Lu; ]SLE.- Iu 1814 it. was written:
"The Straits of Be]] isle fi8hcr~~ is of Inodern date in Pl~Yillollt1l1 and watl il.lcr{:asiug prc\-ious to the prCbcLt W,[II.".

Theso yessels eany whale-boats, in \'\"bich the fish are taken, and relIlaiu al,s,'ut through tLe sllUllller.··;'
FltESH-WATE It FISHERIES IX lti15.- The !,OUtlR of Plymonth were UIUS described in 1015:
"Of 1)011(18 then, aw 1'erhalls fif!;y or more that :He permauent; s,'"emlof magnitude; SO!lle COlJ [aining small

i",laNls j tll'O admittillg alewives frOID Huzzar,l'" BaJ-; and 0111', Billington Sea, from the Atlantic ~idc. .Mr. Hearne,
ilJ IIi8 j011Tlley, tells 11S tha t 'turbot, pike, anel ]wrch, IH'ef<:r lakes a]l(ll'ivors bound",] aud slauetl l>~' woods.' If thb
be the habit of the a.lewife, llS we snspeet it is, perhaps it would be well to leavc margins of trecs on lakes to which
they re,;orl.. South I'oD<lhas e""panse umll,eauty, l,ut uo uatnral outlct. A watel' course, so callctl, ~'a" cut from it
about tho year 1701, perhaps balf a mile or more, unitillg it wilh the h"'l(lwnt"l'S of E.·l River, to attract alewives
iuto it. It did 110t sllc,:eed, as to its ]Jrilllar;y ohjel'!. This waler eOl]I'''' is always passed in going to this pond; a
pleasf.nt feature in tbe Iandsca].e, reflecting sands pu]'e llml white as the ]lvurls or eeylou, This 1'" Vtry detj., aUlI
conta_ins white and red perch of tho largest size.'"

TIlE con A:'ilJ MACKEIIEL FIIiIU:UIES FIlOM 16:;0 TO If:!:,,-The Glou"eBter T~k:;raph of 1I1areh ~O. 1~:lO, states
that" dnring the past "eason the fish('rIllen of Ply month ]lay" taken 487,:l66 fisl] on the Grand BanI;:, 295,000 in the
Straits, nnel :l,56'J lJarrel~ of mackerel. The 1111111her of bands of mackerel puckell hy llingLalll \-cssl'!s llJe last

tieason is 3t,e2G."
The foIlowillg statemellt of lle e,,,l aUl] mackcl'd fishery of Plymouth, for the smnm('r of 18:n, is I"t'corded hy

Thacher:
"SChOOn(1rs. in -tbt~ {~()(l-rH;L('r'y :L?, ayeragiug Gl-~,* tons, cl11ploying' 8 nlen cath, and landing HI,HjC) (juiutals of

Ibh. Tbe DtlUl1Jer of lIarreJ8 of llluekerd iuspeetc,l thi~ "ea"lIl is 2,1&1. To the inhabitants of tho town the cod­
fishery is an object of prilllal'~' importanee. To SOllle it has hepn a source uf ,n',,1t11, awl 10 mnltitn,les of a comfor-

table, cheerful living. . " " " _
"The fishermen, in general, ure -re.pedah]e for good morals, correct halnts, and c]ViI dcportmcnt. Iho l.dea

prevails with some of them tlmt fishing em!,]o~'Jllent is less honorahle than foreign yoyages: hut let them conHltIer
tllat all honost enterprise and imlnstry is honora-hIe, and that fishillg voyages >11'£\ leFR liah.I<) to s~e1;n~ss and les,.
exposeu to dangers and \'iciollS example; and, moreover, that the employment prt'pures them 101' sm'YJces 1Il t,he llayy,
where they may have the honor of fighting the battles of tlleir eOllulr)". ] t, is mueh j.) the C"Cd,t of oUl,tishermen

that wheu on the banI,s they carefully abstain from fishing OJ> SlIuda.vB. , , .
"Those vessels that are "mI,loy"d ill Hie Struit of Bel~..!~~~~~sh.'ry caJ~~:~~I"-~:'l~~~ ~l~~·.~h~eh ~c flSh are t~kell

I Plymouth Colony Records, yo!. "i, 1', 2t8-
•Thacher's Ilistory ()f PlymOllth, p. In.
'Coli. Mass. Hi~t. B,ne., yo1. iii, 2d serif'S, p. 167.

4 DI\"ight's 1'rM-els, iii, 1882, Pl'. 1t3, 117.
5 CoHo Mass. Rist. Soc.. ,~ol. iii, 2d series, p. 16R..

• Ibid., p. 181.
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auu kept throngL the snmmcr. To tit It vessel of 70 tons, c!trJ'rillg 8 men, for a fi8bin~ voyage of foul' months, it
re'luires abont 100 hogsl,eads or 800 bnsll('ls of salt (that from the Isle of May i .. preferred), about 20 barrels of clam
hair, 3;' or 40 barrels of w/ltcr, 20 pounus of c[Il]<Ues, 2 gallons of sperlU oil; these articks are in the fisherman's
plnase called great generals, and are paid for fWIll tbe procecds bdore allY divioion of thc profits is made. The
"tone ballaHt, nnd a snit of clothes for the lIlen who sa,]t the fish, are also ine1nded in the great generals. After
these al'l ides flTe paid for, nnd the fiRIl sold, the profits are divideu in the I,roportion of three-eightbs to the owners and
fiH-eigllths to tlw er('w. If the crew furnish t lleir own provisions, each man carrips from 30 t050 pounds of ship-l,read,
1'1'0111 :j to 6 gallons of mohl88es, from 14 to 2tl pounds of flour, some hutter, lard, and vinegar, formerly 2 to 6 gallons
of rum. .\1 the present time (1S:15) some "(',sels go entirely without ardent spirit.., Each JJlan carries six co<1 line,,,,
:10 f'lth 0 illS long, four leal] wc'ights of r; pounds each, two d07-ell cod Looks, OLe pair of large boots rcaching abovc the
lmt·.,s, aJl(l a piee" of leather 01' oil-cloth to IkfenlllJis breast from the wet. A few other articles, called SfiftH gen­
('wls, are flai,l for (''llmlly l,y eaeh Ullin, as byo cords of wood, a harrcl of heel', 1 bushel of Lefills, 20 bushcls of
potfitoes, :1 bushd, of Indian 01' rye meal. Ii iB cl1;.;tcmary for the owners to put on boaI'll two or more spare atlchors
and forty fathoms of cable, The fish fire lJrollght homc in the salt, amI after ]willg washed are f\pread on flakes to
{lry. "1

REYIEW OF TilE WHALE-FISRERY FRO~I l'LYMOlJTII.-Thacher, in 1835, wrote as follows: "Thel'e were a number
of seLooners arId sloops emplo;red in Hie "hale-fislwry hi this town previous to and immediately succeeding tLe WitI'

of the Revolution; tlllt there are now no vesspls of that class 80 employed. In the year 1821 a number of citizens
associat('d themselves togdher alJlI huilt a ship of :l~O tOilS for tlle purpose of fitting her for tbe Pacific Ocean
whaling, whiell they named the" Mayflower" in honor of tLe ship tlIat hrongllt 0111' forefat.hers here in 1620. The
ship sailed ill Septemher, 1821, and after making three successful voyages, and landing rising 6,000 barrels of oil, l\

part of 1he owners sol{] 10 some gentlemen of New Bedford, where sbe was transferred in 1831, and repaired, and
sailf',1 froUl tlmt place iu April, lS:n; a part is still (lei;l5) owned in tIlis place, In 1821 another company was
formed, consisting principally of the same persons that built. the" Mayflower," and built another sbip, which thoy
called the, "I'm·tune," in memor~' of the second ship tll"t came into these, waters. This ship b of ~80 tons bnrthen,
and has made three voyages, and landed abont 5,700 b"rrels of oil, and is now on her fourth voyage. In 1830 the
ship "Arbella," of 404 tons, find lHl.igatt'd lly 35 men, was sent out, a,nd in 1831 the ship Leyaut, of 385 tons,
navigated also !oJ' 3" men, sailed for the Pacific Ocean in pursuit of sperm whales. The two last-llamed ships are of
lhe l'll'gest chss, ,md fitted out in n thorongh manner; and it is hoped that they may meet with success to indDce
otlll'rs of our fellow eitizells to emllark in this enterprise, which has brought wealth and prosperit.y to other towns,
alld is I...lieved can he carried ,Ill llere to as good advaneemcnt as from lllost otber places. TIle three ships now
employed in the whole-fisbery amollnt in the nggr"gate to 1,060 tons, navigat.ed by 92 officers and seamen; the
]ll'otlnce of this tl"ht'ry may be estimated at nhont 2,000 harre18 of spm'm oil annllally. Connected wit.h this
I'stahlishmellt are the manufacture of about 3,000 oil ca~ks, and about 1,rlOO boxes, or of 4,5(0 pounds of sperm
ealUll!'s annnally. A fourth ship has this year (1832) been fiUe(1 ou1."·

THE FISHERY FOR EELS IN lS33.-Coneernillg Eel River it was written in 1833: "'This originates in pouds and
springs haek of E"l River villa,ge, uosses the post road to Sallliwieb, and empties into the sea Ileal' Warren's farm. It
is appropriately called Eel River from the abundance of eels which it yields to the support of the industrious poor.
PerhallS it will not he extravagant to sa~' that about 150 barrels arc annnally taken there.'"

LFor a sluti.tical r"xiew of t]Il> cod-fislleries oftbe customs <listriet of Plymouth from 1815 to 1879 see page 216.]

TRURO.

DESCRIPTION OF Tnu:o A1<V THE FISHEIlIFS IN 1794.-"A t,.,n'eler frow the interior part of the country, where the
soi 1 is f'!I'i ilc, npoll ohserving the IlltrrcIll'ess of Truro, would ,,"onder wlmt eould induce auy person to remain in such
a pbpe. But his wOlHlcr would cease when he was informed tlmt the su!Jsistence oftbe inhahitants is derived princi­
pally from the sea. The shorcs and marshes afi'ord large and small clams, (jnahflugs, razor-shells, lItlriwinkles, mns­
SC]"l. and cockles. The bay ant] ocean abound with excellent fish and with crabs and lobsters. The sturgeon, eel,
b::al,lo(,k, cod, frost fish, pollock, cnsk, flounder, halibut, bass, mackerel, herring, and alewife are most of them canght
in grent plenty lind constitnte a principal part of the food of the inhabitants. Formerly HIe bluefish was common,
hnt some ypars ago it d.'serted the coast. Beside these fish for the table there is a great variety of other fish, among
whidl are the whale, Killer or tlJnlsher, humpback, fiuback; skrag, grampus, blackfish, porpoise (gray, bass, and
streakt'd), slllltf"r, "hark (black, man-"ating, and shovel-nosed), skate, (logfish, sunfish, goosefish, catfish, and
sculpion, to which Ulay be added the horse8hoo· 311(1 sllnilI. The crampfish lias sometimes been seen on the beach.
This fish, which l'('sembles a litingray in size and form, possesses the properties of the torpedo, being capable of giving
smart electrical shock. The fishermen suppose, hut whether 'With reason or not the writer will notundel'take to de­
termine, tll:lt. t.he oil e:xtrapted from the Ii ,erof t.his 1ish is :l cnrc for the rheumatism.

"l"ormerly, wllales of different. species ''''ere common on tl,e COllst, and yielded It great. profit to the inhabitnnts,
who pursued t1Jem in lwats from the shore. Bllt they are now rare, and tile people. wbo are some of the most dexterons
whalemen in the world, are ohliged to follow thcm into )'emote parts of the ocean. Two inhabitants of Truro, Capt.
J),tyid Smith aud Capt. Gamaliel Collings, w"re tlle £n,t who adventured to the Falkland Islands in pursuit of wbales.
'rbis voyage was undcrtaken in tIte year 1744 hy the advice of Admiral J\lout.ngue, of the British Navy, and was crowned
with Sllccess. Since tbat period tbe wlmlenwn of Truro bave ehieJly visited the coasts of Guinea a.nd Brazil. .A want

..

I 1:hacher's History of PI)'wouth, p. a16. • Ibid., p.317. • Ibid., p. 322.
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of a good nJarket for their oi111>l", howev,'l', of Ju.t" compelled them to tUl'll thdr attention to the cod-fishery. In this
they are elllployed on hoard of veose], belonging to otber places.'" •

TIlE FISHEHIES IX 18:17.-\Ve have 'J.lIolher ,'iew of tlle flsIJeries in 18;)7, ",ben they were about at t1le 1Iei"ht of
their pro"lll'rit;,'. III Freeman's History of Cape Cod, yol. ii, p. f,.!O, we find the foHowin'g statement: "'

"In I~:)7 tIler< were 63 y('"cls engaged in the cod and macken·l fisheries, producing lG,9jO quintals of codfish and
Hj,7C~O pounds of 111ackerel, and together enlploying G12 llanus/'

EASTHAJ\I.

~IIELI~ FISI-L~-As earl~- as IH44 the c1aul-fi,...;hers ill Town Cove, a grt"'at inlet ·which opeus on tue W{'tit side of the
town, hee'line the snhject of u'gulations !'y the EllgJish settlers. In the tirst series of the Collcetioils of tIle Massa­
chu,;eHs Historical Society. volume viii, page ItK), we finn the following compact:

" III 1G44 it. was ag;reed between the Englisll and Iudi",n8 that sneh of them as were natnral iuhahitants of the
place should have liberty to get shell fish in the eove; and likewis" that they shonJ<lLave a part of the blllbberwLiclJ
should be driven on shore, the proportiou to be ,leterllliued hy tile English."

When Orleans WIlS alloweu to witbdraw fi'om Eastham as a sep;lrate town, the elaill-fislH'r~' wa,; Hot forgotf<>n.
On pa~e IjD of tJle Collections above 'lnoteil it is recorded:

,; H;\~ the :let. of in(~orp()ratioll ,,~hieh sepa.rate<1 Odt~aug for EttRt,lla,lU t1lf~ henefits of rhe s.hell-11shEl'Y an~ to be illU-
tually "lJan,<]. AboHt a lllllHlrf',1 harrels of eiams for bait. al'<' annnally "olleeted in Eastham." .

(;OSDITlOX OF THE FISllEJUES IX 18U2.-The Ye"se! fishc])' at Eastham, now a thing of the pa"t, al'p('ars to bave
llcen conlmenee,l at the dose of the last century. By ref'elTing to the Mas"achusetts Colleet iuns agaiu, ill the saDie
III nee, "'e fiu,] the following note:

"Three tishing vesstds only are o\'\'11od by tho inhalJiul.nts, and three eO:lsters, whi(',h ill Sllll111ler bring huuber froul
the <listriet of Maine, at1([ in willler go to th~. \\'~8t IlJdieH. Not so lllau~- of the yUlIng men are ctlga!!eJ in the eod-fisheQ'
as in othel" ]ow(-',r to\'I'l.lS of tile Coulltr,Y, Inlt u nunlLer fire eluployed in the merchant service, and suil fro III Boston."

THE FlSUIOtlES FJ:OJlf 1<'~;H) TO l.~ri:?-Ill 1~;30, necon1ing to :Mr. ,PLilil' Smith, as UlanY:iS 1G 01' 2D ves,'w]s belonging
to Easthamla:!" in the eave above tlIe town. "Ill 18;17," aeconliug to Freeruull, "the cod-fishery gave 1,200 quintals,
and the llw(',!icrel 4,~tj.O ba.rrels." Tllt: saIlle .autbor.: 'writing ill 166:t, states:

,. The fisheri.,,; are prollJilifut. The whale fj"lwry has l,eeollle a thiug that It'as; the cod and mackerel fisheries
arf\ prose,·ull·,l. The l'l'I!<'lits of tile shdl-tishery in Town Co,'c al \\'a~-s formed an item of 110 lIleonsid~r3oleprotit."

TIlE F1SHEIUES OF OnLEAXS IN 1~02.-'rhe folIo,,-ing aCCOl111t of ill(' fit'llericR of Orleal1s is (llloted fro!!J yolutnH
"iii, 1st s('ri,'s, (If the Collections of the :Massachusetts Histln'ieal Society:

"The horse-foot or ldng-erah was fornlPrly mtH'h nsed for Iwtll1ll'ing lalH] "et with Indian eorn and potawes; and
it iH ~till cmploye(] in Orleans, in the south part of Dennis, and in other parts of the eounty. It iH chopped into
small piec('s, amI not more than on", and sometimes lWt. n'orc than a ,]uarter, put into a bill, As it contains an
::bnnd'lIlep of oil, it af1'o]'(18 a Atrong llwllure; aud with it the light lan<1 may he made to yidd ~O hnsh~ls of corn to
nn aere. It is, however, t(W hot a mannre, and c:tuses the land to exert itself 80 much IlJat it, cannot easily recoyf'1'
its strf'ngth. Attention of lnte is paid 1..0 the collection of H"u-w('('d frolll 111(' ~hore. \Vhen corn is to be raised, it is
"1'1"e>l<1 on the land, and it is put into the holes for potatoes. It is a prescr"at;y" agflinet WOUIH" ny" sorts of whieh,

in this pl'lce llnd iu other parts of the conllty, are ycr." Ol'strncti,·c to Indian eom.
"Fishes are the sallle ns in other tOWIlS of the eounty. A few tautaug are caught in Town Coye. Bass emer th"

-waters witLin the beach the 1st of June, and are canglJt with hooks. III tI,e ocean, a few rods from the heach, they
are tal<ell with seines during the summer. Eels are so plonty that in the winter, when the coves are cnver"d with
ice, a hundred bushels are sometimes, by a company of 20 01':10 persons, eolJeetel! in a day. Though no o:i'sters are
to lie fotlnd on the shor<>s, yet quahllugs Ilud clams are in greater profusion thau in any otLer part of the count~'.

"TIle qllahaug (VetlllS tllercenm'ia), callen hy R. Williams t.he poC]uan and tho hen,' is a rounn, thick shell-fish, or.
to speak more properly, worm. It does not bury itself but, a little way iu the sana, is getlerally found lymg on. it in
(leep water, and is gathered up with iron rakes made for the purpose. After the tide el)he away, a few are picked
np on the Rhore below high-water mark. The l],llaiJaug is not much inferior in rnlish to the oyster, but. is less
digll8til.>le. It is not eaten raw, but is cookeil in varions modes, beillg roaste<I in the shell,01" opene,I llnd ooiled,
fried, or made into soups or pies. About half of au inch of the insido of tlle sbell is of a Imrple eolor. This the
Indians broke off, and converted iuto beads, narnell by tI",m sllckauhoek or black mOlIey; ,,-hieh ",as of twice thc

value of their wampum,or white money, made of the meteanhoek or periwinkle. . .
"The razor-shell (sole'/!) is so named from its resemb1al1ee in size and shape to tI,C haft of a rnor. It. IS sa)(l to

force itself, not only upwards and {lownwar<1s, out diagonally. This motion. is aft~~ted l).y means. of a ~o?nd fles]~y
protuberance, as long as the little finger of II man's hand, aud composed of l'l?gs. I lIere IS more lrntalJlhty Jll tl118
worm than in tlle dam. Seyeral <la:vs atter the razor-shell has heen oanght, tf the protuberance IS held Ilctwee.n tho
:finge!'f', and is touched witb the p~)int. of a lmife, the worm draws itself up to it with force. TlJis worm is not
-common in tLe bay of Massacbllsetts, t1Jongh it 11:18 SOJlletilll<'s heen obtail,(·tl tl}('r".~~~_O!)(,II_~l]('II,._~,~..':':eYcr,arc

1Voll. Mass. IllS t, Soc., vol. iii, 1st s..·.riO~, p. 199.
'J •• PO<Inl1.nhoek, COrilJptpd into t}llalJaug, ol'qnaul!O;!l is tIl(' \lonl w iiI. a. plurnl t\'nuiuati(Jll {SN' ColI, Ulst. Sot', Y01. iii, Il. 2~4.1"
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to be found on Chelsea heach, a few miles from Boston. The shells, with the liying worms in them, can without much
difficulty be procured at Orleans and other parts of the county of Barnstable; but as they are not taken, except a
few at a time, they /lre not often eaten.

"Tho sca clam, which is at present called the hen, ihc quahaug having lost that appellation, is l)iyalve (as arc
also the quahang aneI razor-shen) and oval. It is general1y fonnd in deep water, and is gathered with rakes, not
being lmried far in the sand. As it has freqnently been known to injure the stomach it is not often ellten. Before
the Indians learned of the English use of a more convenient iustrument they hilled their coru with hoes made of these
shells, to which P1lTl,ose they are well adapted by their size. If a handle conl<1 be easily fixed to them the~' might be
employed as ladles and 'poons.

"The dam (llfya arenaria) is of the same sl13pe, but mnch smaller. This worm is buried in the sand from 4 to 18
inches deep. A small perfi.lr'l,tioIl, throngh which, after tllC tide has c1>1",(} away, it eject8 waterperpendiclllarly, D1ark~
the spot whcre it lies. The worm has til(; l,ower of thrusting upward its black lwad or snont, and of drawiug it
,10wn again. This snout is fl'cqnentl~'hitt"n {]ff hy flounderH and other tishtes. 'V]l"ther tl,e shell moves or not the
writer is unable to determine, ns he hilS meeived contradictory accounts. The Indialls were very fond of clams, whiell
they called sickbhuog (this b a worl1 with a plural h'rmination. See ColI. IIist. SO"., vol. iii, p. 224. If the author
might he allowed to revive an 01,1 t"rtn lw won1o1 denominate the eornmon, or small dam, tIle sicki, a word of easy
pronunciation, ancl whieh won1d distinguish it from the fre,~h.waterclam and the three other testaeeous worms above
mentioned). Being unacquainted witll salt, the Indians made use of them and of their natural liquor to season
their nansamp HId hoiled maize. Many of the desceudants of the English consifln clams as exeellellt food. But they
require strong stomaeJls to digest Uwrn, unless the whole of the snout is I'l·jected. They wonld be more valued if they
\\'ere less eommon. But as long as a l,.,ek of ClalllS, which are sufficient to aflord a small family a dinner, ean be
procllre(l with little more lahor than a ]leek of Band th"y will not be much prized. The clam continues alive several
days after it is taken from its holl,. This is wdl known to fIshermen, and is prove<1 hy the following singular fact.
A gentleman, not far from Boston,ordeI'NI a Humher of elams to he dug mill to he pnt into his cellar, intending to
make use of them as hait.. TIlI',y remained there several days, when the shells, as is usual, 'beginning to open, a rllt
thl11st Ills paw into one of them attemptiIlg to pnll out the WOI'ln. The t.wo slwlls closed together with foree and hdd
hill! fast. As tlw dam was too big to be dragged through his hole the r~tt, wus nna1,Ie to make his esca,pe; allli at
Icngth his cries ,~xeitel1 the att€ntiou of the family, who curne and saw him in the situation descrihed.

"Clams nrll 11111l1d on m:my 11:l1't" of tIle shores of New England; IlJlt nowlH're in greater alnmdanc(\ than at
Orl(\ans. F;H'merly (jOO llarre!s were annually dug here for hait; but the present year 1,000 barrels have been col­
lected. 13etween 100 an<1200 of H,e )loorest of the inhabitants are employed in this lJ1lsin~ss, and they receive from
their em!,lo~'ers$3 a harrel for digging the clams, openinl":, salting them, and filliug the casks. I'rom 12 to 18 Lushels
of clams in the shell must be dug to fill, when opened, a bllrrel. A lIlall by this labor c~.n eam 7f) cents a day, and
women and cl,iJdl'en are also engaged in it. A barrel of clams is wortlJ $6; tIle employeI'll, therefore, after deduct­
ing the expense of the salt. and the easl,s, which they supply, still ohtain 11 haml",ome pronto A thousand barrels
of clams 'Ire e'lual in vnlue to 6,000 or 8,000 hus]",ls of Indian corn, and are procured with not more labor and
expense. 'Vhen, tllereforfl, tIle fishes, with which the coves of Orll~.ms ahouml, are also taken into consideration,
tlwy may justly be regarded as mOl'll beneficial to the inhabitants than if the space which they oeeupy wa~ covered
with the most fertile soil. The riches which they yield are inexhaustible, provided tllOy are not too wantonly lay·
ished. For after a portion of the shore lJa,~ he,en dug over alld almost an the clams taken up, at the end of two years,
it is said, they are as plenty there as ever. It is even affirmed 1>y many persons that it is as neeessary to stir the clam
grouncl frequenUy as it is to hoe a field of potatoes; because if this labor be omitted tlw elams will be crowded too
closely togcther au,1 ,,,ill be preyented from increasing ill size."

TIm FISIlIXG lXIlUSTHlES OF \Vm~U'LEET IN 1794 ANIl 1S0'2.-Ill the Collections of the Massuchusetts Historical
Sodety for the year 17!J4 (voJ. iii, 1st series, pp. 119-121) is found the following account of 1he fish and fisheries of
\VellJleet, written by Le\'i \Yhitman:

"The people in this t(IWI1 are engaged in the sea service.. A sailor is looked on as one engagcd in the most hon­
orable and heuelicilll (>mployments. There are 1m£' few mechanies. Our vessels commonly fit out from Boston, and
go t.hitJll'r to di8]108\\ of their oil, fish, lJone, &e. Perhaps there are but few towns so well snpplied with fish of all
k'lldB as \Y"l1Jleet; among which are some tbat are uncommon, such as the swordfish and cramp fish. The la.tter,
which when touched with humun fleslJ, give it an electrical shock, has been caught on our shores. The oj] of this fish
is sai,] to lie bend;"ial ill entain eases. We also haye the billfish in great plenty in the mouth of October. No purt
of the world has hctter oysters than thc harbor of Wellfleet; time was when tht'y were to be founll in the greatest
)llen!,Y, 1mt, ill 1770 a mortality from un unknown cause earried off the most of them. Since that time the troe
HilIitlgsgate 0Y'sters l,aye been scarce; and the greater part th"t are carried to market are first imported and laid in
our harbor, where tit".\'· obtain the proper relish of Billingsgate."

lCI'eemun gives the following aCCollllt, of the fisherips in 1802, but does l,ot state whence he derived his illforwat.ion:
"The Imsill"s~ of the towu at this date [le02] was thus noted: 'Engagel} ill the whale fisheries were five vessels.

They carried salt, that should they nut load with oil in the straits of Belle Isle or Newfoundland, they might make
up their voyag" wit.h eo,lfi.li. In the eod and mackerel fisheries four vessels were exclusively engaged; in the
fisheries around the cape twell'c vessels were employed; and in ca.rrying oJ'Bterll to BostoIl, Salem, Newburyport,
and Portland, fonr ot,her vessels.'" I

I Freeman's History of Cape Cod. Bl>Ston, 1862, vol. ii, p. 678.

•
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WELLFLEET l~ 1844.-Thc Rev. Enoch Pratt, wriling in If4.J, gives the l(,llowing topographical (lescrill!ioll'all(l
historical acconnt of the town:

"TlJer(' nr" three harhors in the town, all having nhollt the same dt'pth of water, ]:t fed at high tide. One' is
calletl tbc Rin'r Harbor, in tbe non]l pal't of ti,e lwy: auother, ill tLe ccnter of the' to\\'u, called Dnek Creek Harhor:
nud the thin], in the south part, ealJed Bladdi,b Creek. .

., TbL'~e harbors art"· of gn-'at inlpnrtallcc to t 1..](: town, as t Ley arc safL'~ U1H1 oft'(\rd t be best fUt'"ilitics for carl ying on

the cod an(l llIa('];:ercl lisheries, ",hit'h have al\\"a.I's bpl'n very extensively pl'o,celll«l. These l'mploy the larO"cst
porth'll oj" the male inhabitants, who (kril'e from thcm their prilltipal snpport. '"

" In some l,ast ::"ear~ i IH~n~ htrYf tH'('J1 mon' t h.111 Olw llllUl1il'(1 :-;(Iilof Yl':-::-\j' Is Cl:g'i6"l.'fl, JJl(jsi ly iH i ht IJl~H:l~en.'l-ilsh-l'ry,

awl with great SlleCI',". Thc yeS';I']H are from:tll tll ,(I tOD,q. For thl'el' or jour yearE l'""t till':- lw\'e llot 1,.,0n ahle to
take that fish in sndl qnalltiti('~as for.med,\": eOll:!'i(·ljlH.;-utl,:.' tht~ lI11Illht,l' or Yei-;~ds (>lJgaged has heCli r~'dnce<1 to about
8~venty at the TH'('sent tiulf'. TIH'TC' an' tlnee whar1:S -:llH1 pa('ldllg e:";taldbllllH'lltS. Fnruwr]y tlH' whaling 111It'illPS8

,\?as carrie<1 Oil here t'xtel1si\"('ly, ,",'ith larg'l'" :'iGhOtHH.'l":':i; JJLlny of whiell \Yl.'n· lluiH 1Jt>H.': of t imlwr t.hat gn:'\\ Oij II.J.L~

slJore. " ]

WELLFLEET MACKEREL·FISHEHY 1;>'; 18uO.-T])e Hal1lstab]e l'all'i01 of Angml 2'. lSGO, gil'ps the folL)\\ ing;
account of the jh;ht~rie;; :It \VellJ! .. I·t for that ye:n': '. Xutulwr of Y!''';I·]S. i C

,: ,'all1(', i ll,'lndillg onHit, $:)"',000: '211,(1(10

barrels nwckere1 weI'e ,old last year, :1t $12 a barn-J, amounting 10 $:t.JU,ilOO. i\ot ollIy does the mackerel·!'"Iwry
prosper: 1)11t a 1H',,," SOlll'ee of tllrift ill ilw oy~t('r-tblll'l'Y is OP('11 tll1rillg a lJorliol..l of tlJt·~ year that nutckerel an." HUt,.
taken,"

\YELLITEET IX 1i'lWL-Freeman, in his IJistOl)' of Cape Cod, plluli,ill'(l in l"'G:t, ill reganl to \\'ell11eet, Eays:
"Tbe plnploylunut, of tbo lllale iullahitnnts i::; alnlost eutire-Iy eOlllH:.'cled with tLe oeean. Tlj(~ eo~l and IlIHCko'd

tlsheries lulve ah"a~~s heen extensively prosf'cnted hen~. :More than (}ue hundred vef;~('1~~ 1"!OllW ~'C'al's: heing cl1gag:t'(l

in tIle 1Jusirlllss. For the ne('ollllllodatioll of those tIm;; employ"d an' "'ver"l wharve;; alltlpackillg e,talllbhl1ll'lll,.
,- Frotll the table-lands of Ea.etlHUll is a range of hills extt'llllillg: ihrougll thil-i town, Truro. and Pr"O\'illcetu,,"lI, ltJ

1~3ee Point. 'Vest, a.Ut1 Jll range of t1et-€ hUh;, aTe ~everalIH)lHls,ll:ilH-t·l,\'.'Dndi 1'o1H1: in tllt" t.'f'llter of tIle tOW11, 1;)
fathoms deep, pl'rfc('tI;V rolt!ll1, with a. hl"llltifnl ",1",1''' of wI,it" s,,,:<!; Hopkill8 POlitI, oIH"{lIWI'tPT (lf:l I"il,' f,utl,,'!'
north, of abont t.he same size, but llot so deep; Great Pond, 1 mile ill circlllni' reJlet', Iw\'ing s.'yelal small 1'00l(ls,
flowing into it-, n.l;ol1udingwith red pen'.ll; LOllg Pow:l nlltlUl 20 nl~1:-:l di:-.tallt from the last ll;luled: ,,"hieh alt'oo aLonn~b·

with fish, nIHI hll~ nCllr it the village formerJ;I' known "S Le\yi,',; ),'"igh]jorllOoll; '1'111'11., POllll, hl'twcl'll L,'ng awl
Hopkins; GlllI Pond, large and1Je:Jlltifnl, H of 11 ruile in cirelllllfer"tlce, aI.HHlIld, witll p"nh, and being in th,·i,· 8('asun
the resort of alewives, lying at the eaHern extremity of Hum's Hol'ow, Ileal' illl' ea,t sid" of the ca]H'; i'I,'\\'('ou,b
Pond, also 011 the east side, arlO. connecting witl) Great h,v a tinlall strealll: lIeTring POIH1, froHI ,,-h1<.:11 i8t'lH~8 llerrillg
Brook, yielding large qnantities of :dew ives in their Heason; alltl Stillier's Pond, sitnatell in Duck Cn:.ck Yill~lgf" also

aft(mlilJg fish. Beside there are others less importallt,"
Prntt, also describes the~e pOll'Is, and sli('aks (If the ;;peeie" of fj,h th,·lo~ eOlltaill. He s"ys:
"Great Pond is nearly round, 1 wilt- in eircumferenee, and abounds ",ith rea perch. I'onr olllaIl!Hll":' are n'al'

it, tI}() waters of which sometimes flow into it.. Turt I" Pund is l'etween Long Pond and Hopkins POlld.
"Lm1g Pond is Oll tlte e'lst..rn side of C;reat l'ond, about :.!lJ rutls disiant, is 1 mile in ]ellgth, and colltainH

red pereh, Near this pond are four or five tl\nlling;-lroll,es, and tlte village b t'al]e,] Lewi,'. Neig:1Jhorhou'l. Onll
Pond is the largest and most 1.erfect pontI ill the town. It. is r"'rfel'11y l'oullll, 1 i: mill'S iu circumference, :lnd (,olltain"
htlrring antll'erch. It is at t.he eastern extremity of Pcaree's hollow, mld near the 11:1 .. 1.0 ~idl) of the cape. 1\par it is
a smaIl pond, called Newcomb's, wbieh is comweted with Great PotHl l'ya S1l'ealll of water, and another, ealled
Herring Brook, from wltich herring are taken in the spriug in eOllsideraLle CJuantiti(·s. TIll'l'e aJ'e three ot.!ler sman
ponels near tbe eastern shore. Squirc's Pond i~ smal] and round; it is situated in Duck Creek ,i1Jage, and afford"
perch and eels.'"

BUCKF1SH AND \VUAU, l'lSllEHY,-AecoTlling' to Freeman, "t1e whaling 1.nsinI'S;; ,,'as, in early till"',', ,'ani",l
011 extens!Yely here, and in the tnking of wbales Done were more expert th:1ll the Indians then inilahiting tho
neighborhood, whose 6errices were alwayR ill demand. 1'hi, fisher;l', once the cilief employment, was Jucr"tiv,>: aIlll
antI by it some lllrge proI.erties were acquirl'd, Hilt little l1:1s 1,e<:ll doue Lerp in whaling Slllee the Re\'()llltionary
period, except that o('{'asionally tlw s~('eies of whale called lJlaekti"h wake their al'pearauel' allt1 are tnken: or
peradventnre a whale of the larger Idnd is seen to blow in BarllEtahle Bay, possibly in \Vc1Jikt't HlIlo', or PI'''' i'I<'''[ own
Harbor, which is the signal for sport that iR gelH'l'ully' suceessfl1l.''''

TUE OLD OYSTJ-:n,BEDS.-From till' ~ta!em(,111~of 11", his10rians rrait and Frel'l'lll,m, it wonM llpp,'Hr that at
the time of the st\ttlenll'Ilt of \VeJlfleet great l'lyster,!Jeds exi~ted in th .. uay, alld tLat th.: o~'ster.fidtel'~', wJdell has

now almost entirely died out, during the car!;I' ~'ears \yas one of the nlO;;t. important fishnies of tbe town. In 1': at t's
history We find the folJo\'fin~ a.econnt:< "Oysters antl other shell fish Wl're fOl1IHl in the ]HlY in great llhlllldallc('. at
the first settlement, which n~t only affortlctl a SII pply for the inhalJitants lJut in time WHe ial,en to .Bo~tOlJ:,nd ot her
places for saIl'. This husiJIl'ss has l.een eflrrie,i on l'xtcHs;Yely aud l'wfital,ly to tho"e engaged III .It: ""Ito!" :nltl
stanils "'ere opened ill Boston, Salem, I'QrlJam], aud other piaces, where the o~'sters were sold in ()1,a" (,f'lt', tu Slllt the

purchasers. , .
"In 17;0 all the oysters in the 1>ao' died. What eausetl thc destruction is not eertail1l~_~,I~)_,,"'hut ~:SI~'~O"".~

J History of EasthAm, Wellfleet. and Orleans' V.rmollth, 1844.
• Ibid., p. 112.

S Fre('man'.s History of Cape Cod. B()81 on. If;6~. vol. 'it p. 6:.5.

401" cit" PI" Ill, 112,
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tllM, as at this time a large numlJPr of black fish died anfl caUle on shore, where their carcasses remained, producing
a very filthy condition of the water, it caused this mortality.

TnE FlI:ST OYSTERS BROUGHT FROM THE S01'TII.-" The inhabitants of the town tried the eXI,erimellt of bringing
oysters from the sonth, and laying them down on tbe flats, which sueeeedetl well. In th" cours" of a year the~'

doubled tlleir size, anfl their q nality "'as much impro\·eu. This soon lJecarue a large lmsiness, anll a numlJer of vessels
h"vc ]J{'ell cmployed in the spring of every year in llrioging them here. Tile numller of 1msheIs which are annually
1)J'ongl1t is a!lout 60,000. Nearly all the oyster.shops and stands in noston and in other cities and towns in this
State are suppli"d from this1)lace, and are kept lly pers01ls belon~ing to this town. This business affords a living
for rnllll J' faOli!i.'s." A j{',\v pages fnrtller on, alluding to the native oyster·beds, he says:

KATIYE OYSTIcH-BEDS.-'·Oysters were found in );reat abuu(lauce on the fiats at tIle first settlement, but at this
time (1769) tlw iJ,llltbitants had so increased, and 81]('h qll:llltities ",ere taken for consumption llud for Boston market
that it became neeessary, to prevent t1H'ir I'lltire destruetioIl, for the distriet to take measures to preserve and propa·
gate them.

LEGISLATlo,:-; HEl.ATlVE TO TIlE OYSn:I~·1;lSHU:Y.-1772,"aI] act had l]een passed lly the general conrt, regulat­
ing tlw taking of oysters in BiIingsgMe Bay, It wal; now voted by thc district to ask the court to reI,eal the act so
far that in the three snmllJer months they sllouM not bc taken for nostoD marklOi, Ilor in July and AllgnSt for the use
of the inhabitants.

"The o.yster-fIsh,·rJ' at tlli" till'e (177:3) appeared to engage the gelleral attention of the inhabitants. A vote was
paSS~lll(} the effeet that, "'hemas the oyster-fishel"J' in this district was the principal support of many of the inhabihmts,
am] of great :Hl"vl1lltag" to the province in general, and, whereas also, it has been greatly hurt and damaged by perSODS
taking tile young oysters, and, notwit1JstatHlillg the law of the province, wonld he ruineu if, not timely prm'euted, it.
was l1Jel't'[ol'e agreed to make and ado11t hy-laws to pres~rve them." 1

In 17;4 "additional regulations were made for thc preservation of the 0J'ster-tisher:;, in conjunction with doings
of tlll' to\yns of Eastham} alill approved hy ill(' eotll't" 2

In lit';) tile snlljeet again attracted attention, and among tlle pctitions sent to the g-ellual court was one" to
I,rcvcut tb., people belonging to ot.her towns from taking oysters :mel other shell iloh ill our ('Vellfleet) BaJ" i'
,,,HI once more, in 170", "a I,etition WllS present"'l to the general eonrt for an act to lwevent the destrnction of
hhell-Iish." •

Dl;STHrCTIO:\, OF TIlE oYsn:r:-m:ns,- Toe beds did not sUJTiv", oO\'rCver, toe destruction whie'b took place a
few ;rears prior to this tillie, and the native oJster shortly became practically extinct. Some years later a business
<If vcry con,ideralJl.... magnitude sprang up in transplan ting oJ"siers from southern gronnds and repluliting in "'ell·
1I,· .... t Harbor. By the J'ear 184G this husiness had grown to sneh an extent that t,he supr1y of replanted oysters was
ullJJost ,mflkient to meet the entire demands of Boston market. The Gloucester Telegraph of January 21, 1846, gives
tIm ti,]Jowing acconnt of the husiness, 'luoted from the Yarmouth Register:

"1\1081. of the oysters Bold in Boston are suJ'plied by inhabitants of the town of \V<JlIDeet. Between thirty and
fort.)" \Vellfleet vessels have gone south for cargoes, On their rcturn the O~"steTR are taken ont and laid rlown on t.he
fiats iu tbe harhor. Each man has a port,ion of the flats staked off for 'his exclusive use, and when wanted in Boston
Lc goes to h is submarino premises, takes np his oysters and forwanls them to the city by the packets. The custuUJ
of layill;; lhem flown at ""elltleet enables the fishermen to keep the market always supplied with freslloysters. It
is said their flavor is imprf1v,.,1 by being laid down a few months in salt water. Ou some years many of the o~'~ters

laiu down (lie, hilt generally the increase in the size compensates for the loss in nnmber."
TRAxsrLA:\T!:\G OHiTEBs.-Fl'eeruuu refers to the destructioll of native 0Yijters (wllich, accorrliug to him, took

plnec in 17;;-») alll] then alludes to tllc rise and growth of the bueiness oftra.nspl::mting Sontheru oysters in the following
words: "Tlw town, I'OW{WC1', is still noted for this delicious hivnl,'''; and immense quantities nre carried llenee to
Boston am] other eities. The fish is snpplied hy importations from the South, uronght and laid in the barbor wbere
they SOOIl anIuir" 11w flavoT and richness of the old Billinsgate o;yster, and in a single ;year double their size. The
busilleSS is one of magnitu{](·. In bringing the fish to the planting-grounds, and in the removn1of them afterprouation,
liIal'Y vessels arc emplo,)·ed. Not less than GO,OOO Imshels wa.s the Hverage of oysters transplanted lwre annually many
~'e:ns since. Tbt' l,resent extent of the husiness we are unable to define statistically." 5

BRKW~'l'ER.

I....O:sDlTlO:s OF THE FlSHE)UES IN Id6Z.-Freeman, ill his History of Cape Cod, commenting Oil the condition of
Brewster ill past days, su,,-s: "The fiaheries were never a prominent business here. They are earried on here to
£lome extent, le~s 110W num formerly" About. fourt.een or fifteen years ago two vessels, the Emma C. Lathrop and
the Miles StuIHlislJ. were owned in the town. They belonged to Capt. Natban Crosby, and were employed ill the
macken'l fishery.

" The extensive Hah WOl'1(S, which once fOl'med no unimpol'tant fe..t.ure of the northedJ portion of the town, }Iave,

of 1:11e yeaN, 1,,,,'11 t"3st disappearing. Some refill,in (ISH!!) hut their lluwlJers and importance are g-reatly diminished.
"The alewife tishery l'ecdved its annual share of aUention, an agent being appointed to take care of t.he town's

l'igl,t to it. This fishery, in Stoney Brook, is less 1Jl'o{lucti ve than formerly. Fish weirs, cOllstructed on the fiats
--------- ~ ----~--~------------

1 Pnll.t, op. cit., p. 126.
2Fr('cm:ln's Iiistory of Cape COlL llostoD, 1862, ,01. ii, 11- {j.G.!.
a I'raH, op. cit., p. 13;$.

<I Freeman, op. eit., vol. ii, p. 077.
'laid., p. f,5lJ.
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making [("()m the shore of tbis anc1l1t'ighlJOrillg tim-us, nnw afroI'd lnrge quuntities of a]ewiw'S, hluefisb, and in fad
most of the Yarieti"s fOlllld ill th,'. hay."

CIIATIIAJ\I.

HISTOP.Y OF THE CHATHA~r FISHERlES.-The jisheries of Chatham, \\'hid1 at tile tin", of the Revulutionary war
had grown to very cOllsidemble importance, slItrere(1 s('verely dnrill~ that conflict. From a description of Chath~m ill
tIJe C"llections of the Massachllsetts Historical Dociety, yol. yi;i, 1st series, we learn" that in li74 Chatllarn had:27
vessels ill the cod-fishery. lu till' year lii:J:J, four or iive vessels olll~- were left in the harbors,lmt the 'to\n1 was
tilled with widows monrning the loss of their husbunds and sons.' "'ith the return of peace, however, tite fishery
revived and the tears oftlle wretched ",ere wiped awa,'." Titut this recovery from tbe effects of war was very rapid, we
may learn f"om the fact that" ill 1790, 40 ,-,,,seh, a !lum],er of titem ii'Oill otller places, cured their fisit in Chatham
Har]JOr."

In 180.2, according to the description ahoYe quoted, tite condition of the fisheriN' ,,~as as follows: "A few of tite
yontJg Hnd luiddle aged TUCll are engaged ill nler(~antileYo.\"agcs, and sail fronl Boston; but Ole great hody nf them are
fishermen. Twenty·fivc schooners, from 25 'to 70 tOllS, arc employed in HI" ,,,,,I-1ishery. They are partly owned
in Boston and other plaees htlt principally in Chathalll. Ahoni one-half of them fish on the banks of Nt"".
founr11anu, the rest on Xantneket Shoals, the shores of Xova Scotia, and ill tl,,- Straits of BeUe Isle_ On boartl these
SC110011<'r8 are ahont 200 m('n and hoys, most, of whoU! are inhabitants of Chatham. awl 0",.,· eatch one :vpar with
another 700 or SOO quintals to a vessel. Besides the lishing vessels there are l,('longing to t,he town f, coasters,
which sail to C:lrolin~, a.ml th~ 'Vest Indies. Fish are plenty on tlle coast .. ~ • Hhell-l1sh are found in
great all11J1dallCe on tlw shores, paJ·tienlarly qllahungs and clams. Great quantities of hait are dug for th" 118" of tho
fisl,,,rnwll. There are e>:eeUent, oysters in O~-ster pond, but they are S{';ll'ee and dear, sellin." for $1 a hushe1. In 110

part of the county call wild fowls he obtained in such pleuty and \'ariet~-. Fooll can 80 easily he !,roenw,] eitber 011

the shoros or in the s(>a, that. with the profit which ari",,,s from tile voyages. in ",l,id, it mnst he ('onf('sse,l thf'~- labor
ver,- hard, the people are enal,led to co\'er their tahles well with proYisions."

In l"'lreeUlau's History of Cave Cod, it is state(l that ~'there were~ in 1::-i;i7, \\I.H'U f.]lt~ pl-,pulatioll was lunch les~

than at present, 22 YnsselR owned here aud engaged ill the tiHL"~I'jt's, yi(>lding j)Jaf yt'~lr Itl,;)OO qnintals of' eodfi811, tJlell
wort,h $46,f'OO; and 1,:!OO barrels of mackerel, worth S9,600."

Prior to 184;) almost or 'plite all of the Chatham \""8seJs wore (·nga.",·,] in tli,' Bank 1isher,' for cod. Tlll',~

fIe'1uented to a large extent the Grana Bank" Green, ',J1(1 \Vest,'rn Balik,. Tlley would mak,' one long surumer trip,
and then lay up. If fL Ullln lllade $200 in those tla~-s he wag eOl1sitlered to haye dOIH' well.

:From this time the blwk cod-fishny began to deeline and the maekerel tisl",ry to incnasl". This \I'as largul,'­
<Inc to the fuct that the harbors of Chathalll gradually filled with sand, and in time preclnded the n&<' of thl" large
"e·ssels I}(lCOSSa17 for the bunk fh;hm·y.

As early as lR40 or 184;; the fisheries wero earrietl on at the sontllPrn pxtre.mity of Uono!Uoy, whAm at that time
J:l good harbor esistl',l, both by Chatham tishermen Hnd those of other towns. :Fish stores, wllan'es, and temporary
d IYtJlJillgS for sunnller use were built here. Al",ut 18~)O, or perha I's a few p'ars later, mom Iban tifty vossl'ls wen·
{)'wneo here hy two Cha.t,1Hllll firmB, Th" !llajorit" of th{'8e ,,{'ssels WO'(' lllllel,ereimeu. But tI,is harbor, like the
others. soon tille'l with sano, and the vessels o'ne at'!l'r anotl,,'r ",erp. sold and went tc' oiber ports, and the lmsines"
here gradually died onto :Many of the vessels, llOWeV~I', still remained ulltil the tiDle of thc late war, and many tllat
were twelve or fifteen years old were sold at prices whicit equaled their oI'igillal eost.

In 1HHG the husilJe~H of the {)fi~sbore nsher~- was transferred to Hal'ding'H Beach, '''here at first 1\\'0 lim", an,]
later one, havo carried it (In to [j, lilllitNI extAnt np to the l,r"scnl time.

WIlen the vossel fishery had seriously declined, ,vpirs began to be iutroduee<1, and at tirst Wi're v('ry ]'1"01;1"b1<'.
The fisit were sold to smacks which ca.me from Connecticut.

In 1~42, n8 many as 100 hoats from Monomoyemployod nets for the ca.ptnre of ,blu]. At tltal tiIll" sh".1 were
commonly salt.ed fot· llIarket.

Seines for blne1ish and bllSS were iutrodneed into Chactlt:ult al)out thirlJ-iiTe p'ars ago.
"The manufacture of salt," says Freeman, "once prominent, has declined here as ill olher Cap" towns, Rntl

froUlsimilar caUses. There were, in 18:17, 110 Jess ihan 80 estahlishments for tlw manufacture of salt here, yielding

27,400 hnshels, val lIed at. $8,220."

DENNIS.

DFJ:X.NIS FROM IH44 TO 1t<7ti.- It i,,; litacted I that in 1,<14 the capital inYeste,l in the fisheries in th" ,,-holo tOWll of

Dennis was $36,ilOO.
III 11'45 OJ' 11:'4(; the Hrst wharf was built in DOllni" Port. Prior to this time tIlere wme em-illg es1nblishments :It

Herrin.' HiveI' in Harwidl, ami th" fiBh "',,1''' hronght frolll tlle v",sels, anchorcd at some distal1"" from 81"':'e, I!l

seows." Th" business 1'a'l'i<11v i]]('I'eascd for ,,'n or t",,,I\',, years after tl'" ]mihling of tlle ,,·hart. Dd\H"'U ~~f' IIlHl
70 V{'s~els were then OW1H'd' here, al)llnt one-half of wbich fj~l,ed for lllackerd and one-half f,'r co<1. Haml.l"ws
.exclusiYely \vere usc<l ill tLc fi!Sheries. Seiues .uHl trawls were introduced nllont- ten yeilrs ago.

I A Complete I)e8(~riptin' awl Stat-h;ticaJ Guetteer of t-h"" Unitt,d States of Amerka, ptr . by D:mi{'-l Ha~kel and J. Cah"in Smi1il.

York, 1844, l'. 175.

l\ew
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In former sears the IlJUnufactnrc of .aU was carried on in Dennis very extensively. In 1840 no less than 37,315
lmshcla were marle in tlle town.

A 1l11l1lbcl' of years prior to 18.11 as lllanyas 22 mackerel \·essels \Vere sheltered in a little artificial harbor at the
cast of Denuis village, and as IlJallY a" 1O or 12 vessels wintered there. In 1841 there were 16 or 17 mackerel vessels
here. Among fnesc were tlle Tneat"r, the Isabella, and the Greek Bride. The crew of tne latter vessel was lost, wk·
ing 21 men ont of a little district.

In a few years the numher of mackerel "\""essels increased to 22. Later, eodfishinp: was taken np to a gmall ex·
t!'llt. Four vessels were employed at one time.

Allout the year 1860 the harbor be13ame cllOketl with sand, and at tLe present tillie small cat-boats can hardly go
ill except at lligh tide. The fishing vessels, of course, were sold, Noneha"\""e been owned here since 186[). Th" break­
water, which stood at th" TIlonth of the harbor, was demoli,h"d ,.hout 1876.

Y AIDIOUTII.

A ullh~ on tht' COlHlitillll Ilf YaTlIJOULh ill 180Z gives tLe rollowiug facts in regard to the tioLerieo: "On the Yar­
mouth ~i<le of Bass River theJ'e a.re six wharves, three near the month of the river, and three a mile north of it. 'I'here
are 1"'1',,::11 v('ssels. One hrig sails immciliately to the 'Vest lUflieR. Ten cO<LstefR, from 30 to 40 tons Imr,le1l, sail to
BostOIl, COllllf'etiellt, or the Sonthern States, and tllence to tlle 'Vest Indies. The other 10 vessels are fishermen; 1
is of 100 tOll8; the rest are fmIll 40 to 70 tOWi, The nshi fig vessels g,) to the Straits of Belle Isle, the shoals of Nova
Scotia, or N'HlhH'\;ct Shoals. On a medillIlJ, a fishing vessel Ubes 700 bUblwl1; of salt n :year. One or t,wo ves,;eIs are
annually lllli!t on Bass HiveI', chietl~, on the ,,,'stern side.

"I" Lc'YiF'H Bay, ill YarlUouth, lher<> are -l coasters, of ab"ut 4,. tOllS each, au,l 10 ;;ail of lishermen, frolll 4,. to 50
tOIlS. Ttwy cateh fish on t.lw cuast {rolll NantlH,ket Shoals to JI,",)\"L Seotia." I

i' 1 n IH;l7,'! n'ritos l"reem:ul, "tIlere were in Sou th Y;irlllOU th [l]onf" l:l yessels BJtgagul in cod and llJucltCl'ul ibhel'le.ti;o

l,ro,i1J('ing '1,:lOiJ t)niutals "I' eodlish an,l ~,28i' barrels of nuwkerel."
T,Yent y yenrs lat,er, howeYer, the fisheries sufl:'eretl a great decline. Fr~ellllLn says: "The fishing busin~ss had ;;0

far !leclined in 1657 that the Yarmonth Hegister Baid of it: ' It lias well lligh died out. Not more than 2 or 3,-cssels
have hee" Bent from tIds port the prtlBent Beason, where formerly 20 or ;W sail were employed. Our citizens have
t urm·d t heir attention to fomign f',OIJlmerCI', or the eOlistint\" and p,wketing business, which pays altogether lIdter t.han
01lr fa('ili ties for earryiu,g on tho fisheries, comparell witll Provincetown, Gloueest.er, 'Vellfleet, atHl ot,her places Oll the
(;oast.~·' 'rhere "Ta~ no lncroaBo ill th~ u:tr~hore ii~hing l.Hlt5inees after thiR t.jm~, and itt! entire extinction followed
8p(•.,dily. III 1863 tho" Register" anuouneed t1J:lt the last of the tishiug fleet had been Bold.

Th.. m,wnfaeture of salt hots been carried Oll for ahout seventy years. A great lUauy men turned their at.t'~lltiou

to this hllsiness at the time of tIle war of 1812, wlien the embargo lait1npon the shipping made it iUlpossihle to carry
OIl the fislll'rie8, and from this t,ime it rapidly incre,~s",l. In 1837 no less f,!lUn 52 e8ta.blishmellts for the ma,ll1lf,tctnre
of salt existed ill Yarmollt,b.

SANDWICH.

The historical ,loenmeuts relating to the tlsheries of Sandwich are quite numerous, and furnish a more or leB8
eonneeled commentary nn their varying condition from the middle of the seventeenth century t.o the present time.

Tm·: ALEWIFE-FISHERY IN 1645.-The alewife·fishery seems to ha.ve attracted mucll attention from the early colo­
HiM!S, amI it is to this matter that the oldest documents relate. In 1645 We have ll.n act regulating this fishers:

"'Vhereas n()twth8tandi1l~the free liberty granted for fishing and fowleing," begins the preamble, (/ It manefestly
apfwarping that the Towne of Sandwich hath received l'Tjlldice by stopping of the passage of the he:Lreing 01' al wi ves to
their ware by settinJ{ of nett", to take Basse by private psons to the geu'aU p'jlldice of the whole Towne. It is th"re,
forn enacted uy the Conrt that if any pson 01' l'S01lS shall pTBUlJle to sett any netfs in .the said River to stopI' the passage
of t I", said heareings or Alewi ves or hiuder their comeiug vp to the Baid WlIl"C during their sesson Well is from the
mid,He of Al'rill to the last of May shall forfaite te,1I11 pOll1l,ls as OftOll as hee Of they shall so doe, to the Colonie'"
use.)' ~

TUE WlIALE,FISIIING }fROM 1(;52 TO 170-2.-Se'en .years later, in 1G52, the inshore whale-fishing seems to han'
come into prominence flnd to have agitated the legislfltors of thflt time. "It was ordere,l," writes Freeman, (J'luting
the old records, "that Edmund !"nremaIl, E,I-vard Perry, Geol'ge Allen, Danipl \Ving, John Ellis, and Thomas T()be~·,

these Bix men, shall take care of all the lisll tlmt Indians shaH cut up within the limits of tLe town, so as to provide
H..fnf.y for it, ami shall dispose of the fish for tbe tOWIl'S nBe; alBo, tbat if any man tbat is an inhabitant sball find a.
whale and report it to any of thcso six men he shan have a donble share; a.ud that these six men shall take care to'
!)rovide lahorers atHI wha.tever is lleeilful, >10 that wbate\'er whales either Indian or white man ghes lioHee of, they
may dispose of the l'l'Oceeds to the town's use, to be diyided equally to every illhalJitullt." The court sUbsequentlr
aPI,olnf.ed "agentH tu receive the oil fiJr the cuuntrj'."

"All Hie lar~er :fish yiekling 011 nre meant. Sn flumel'OUH were "hales iu the bay, and such was the aetjyityof
the whalemen that iU8tances wcre frel]1l1'nt of w h,\les escapiug wonnded from their pursuers and dying subseqnently>

._~-~-~'---------------------------~

) ColI. Mass. Trifir. Soc., yjii, 1st series, 1802. p. 141.
:'.I Pl"ymOtl~h Colo-u.)- RecQrds; vol. Xi, 162.:1-1682, p~ 49.
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being washed to the shorrs. Brsicll's tlU'se, the gorampns and other large fish were often stranued on the flats by
the action of the tides.'"

In 1653 the town pI·oyideo. "that the !,a:r of all whales sLall belong to eyers IWllSeLoltler aIHl to llyer., young
mall that is his OWI1 efjuallJ-." •

"The contest for the right of whales seems to !.lave been carricO. On with vigor. It was further (}I'(lered September
13 [165:1], 'that Richard Chad well, Thoums Dexter, anu John Ellis, these three men, shall have alI the ~lJ:llcs Ibat
COlHe np within the limits and bounds of Sandwic!.l, they paying to the town for the said fish £ IG a whale.' It was
also' pro\-ided that if any of these three men have nntiee gi ven them by any person ",bo lws seen a whal,' abhOle or
ag;ronnd and has IIIaced an oar h} tho whale, bis oath may, if required,he taken for till' truth nIHl <:ertainty of the
the thiug, ano. the said three persons shall be held liahle to pas for the sai,l whale althollgll tbey negle:>t 10 ~o \yith
11111 tba"t brings thCIn ·word. And if they do not go ,vith Lito tl1(~n sa.id person shall ]Jo]d the r::ard wlwJe, and llv
giving notice to any thin1 man shall have paiel him for his care herein £ 1. And in case there come aslJOre an,' part
of a ",hale, these four men, 1\1r. Dillingham, Mr. Edmnud Freeman, Edward Perry, awl.Michael Blackwell, are to he
the jndges of the whale before it shall be ent off from, to determine the quantity less a u;/107£< whale; and then,
without nllowing further word, those thrpe men, viz, B.icllUl'u Chadwell, Thonns Dexter, and John Ellis, slJalllllake
Jla~-mcllt for said whale one-third in oil, one-thinl in eorn, and one-third in cattle, all marketable, at ellrreut priees,
&c,''''l

In 1Gj!) "the townaPl'oinkt] 'John Ellis and JUlU<'" SkUTto take (",ne of the wluLles and ,,11 other fish that 'I"ield
oil in qnantity;' nud, subsequently, sale was made t.o John Ellis of' the l'igllt of al1 snell iish eomillg withi~ tl1<\
limits tmo. bounds of the town tile next three years.''' 3

At the beginuing,' of the llext century, however, it. was thought well to divert t.Le resources of ebance into a
means of supporting the dergy, anLl the drift-whales became the penJui~itl'sof the minister, lllneh liS Hie feeb for
matrimonial S€rvice~ uo nt 1he present dRy.

"In 1702 the town gave to Re'l". Roland Cotton' a1l sneh llrift.-wbales as sl",l1, during the time of his minbtry in
S:LU<lwicll, he driven or cast ashore within the limits of the t.own, being snch as ~hall not he killed with hands.' ,. 4

THE ALEWIFE FISHEll Y ~'I:O~I 1G7,j to 1il;;.-In the mean t.ime t.he ]l'gislation rdating to the alp'vife-fisherJ' h,ecanw

nllsettled, and Oil March 4, lG74-
"It is granted l,y tlte conrt, that Richanl BOllme, of SalHlwich. Sllllll have 12.000 of alewives yearly-, belouging

to thtLL lal;ll conferred 011 him at Pampaspenitt."5 In 1()(l;; it was ordned "th,.t 4d. l,,-r :M. bo paid the town's agent
for eatching the town's lJerrings." AmI," for the sch<wlm:lster," £10 was appropriated" the present y".<1r." 6

"Until tlll' yeaI' 1718 !:Ir~e quantities of herring bad heen taken from the river for J"rtilizing the soil; iLl'
whole surplns exceetlillg Ihe, quail tity reqnired for food; itwas uow ordere,l 11",( no hel'1'ings sball be takeu ill fut llre
to 'fidl COl'D.' H '1

COXDITIOX OF TIlE l'lSllERIES FnOM 1802 to 1862.-\Ye get a glimpse of t!.le "ontlitiou of affair:; in SatHlwieh t1t
the opening of tbe present eentnry from tlte tlescript.ion by Vl"entlel1 Davis:

"The fisheries have lleen repeatellly attempted," 1m writes, "but lHlYH with gcneral success. This lilleof busill(,~,

h:Ls always heen proseeuted with more advantage in tbc eastel'n thau in the western part of the cOllnl l'y ,'" Freema.n,
who lIas examined much of the bistory ()f the town, confil'llIs this statement of the nOll-importance of tilt- fhher;''S,

e:;:('epUng those for shell-fish. He writes:
"TlJe bays and their inlets still, as formerly, J ida t.heir supply of eod, haddock. bass, hulibllt, sJleepbLeads

mackerel,tautog, scup, blnefish, llonullers, sUlelts, (·els, and olher fish, whenever n ehallenge is faid J' oilered; lHlt
piseation was, at no Ilel·iod of the history of Sandwieh, a IH'ominent elllilloylllent of its inhahitants; and of late years
its dependence for sUl'plie8 of tllis sort has been chiefly on the toils of tlle illlJabitants of otheT places; lal,ors of more

ntility taking 1,110 precedellee here.
"The cod hilS certain1y made no progres.~ in these waters since the day of \Vood ill 1G::i4. He sa,-s: 'Codfish, in

tllCSC seas, nre larger than in Newfollndland, G or 7 of them mal", a quinta1.'" 9

TlIE OYSTEH INI>URTHY, 16:l4 TO 18G2.-\\"e shall !Jave 10 tnrn to Fret'lUllll'S a("count again ill ,m]<I' tu learn tJ,e

llistorv of the o'l"ster fisherv:
"Ov8ters Wilich were ~IlC'~ verv abnndant an,l of snperior quality have uot eutiH]Y vacated their heds; hnt, in

«OIlJe oithe best locations, Lave b~come nearly exterminated. They are yet, supplied ~n dimiuishcil 'luantihes f:(lm
~Ianomet Ri vel'; 1111t., frtru the constant exactions llPOll llJelU, me of small size. Those In the ba"-s on the somh Bldl',
formerly abundant and very large and finely flavored, have ceased, exeept as oecasiollany tbe onee ~ot.ed '. kly ~lyster'
is discovered by SOIllO lueky wight in deep water, w hither they hnH' witlHlrawll: Day oysters m t !lel.r !,rlllllt:v~,
condition, were very aptly described b~' \Vood (lG34): ''1'11<\ oisters be gretLt. ones III form ()f a shoe-I",! !II , BOW< .l

foot long. 'I'ho fish with~ut a r;llell so big it, must admit of a lliyisioll to be got ill your month.' Clams tlI:d ljuah"."g',S
are yet at hand; the latt.er especially 011 the south side. Some of the large sea-elams yet remall1 011 till 1l0rtlJ sill"

lmtllobsters in gnlat profnsion. . '. >., • k' . . .. 1
"Wood 8a'.s 'clams or clamps lye under the santi, eyer:, six III seyen 01 them havmg a round lto1< to I,l t all .Wi

J , " • h I b k' -·U!lresentl\' be made all wet
receh-e water at. When the tide ebbs aDd 110w8, a man runulllg oyert ese e am an s \" ..,'. •
by their spouting of water out of these small holes.' The Bcaclams are doubtless the same 01 whIch" ood says, In

1 Freeman's History of Cape Cod. Boston, 1862, TOl. ii, p. 50.

!ibid., pp. 50, 51.
IIbid., p. 62'.
• Ibid., p. 85.
• Plymouth Colony Rtlcord8, yol. 'V, 100S-1678, p. 140_

6 Freeman, op cit.. voL ii, p. 83.
, Ibut .. p. 91-

1! Con. Mass. Hist Soc., IH02, 'vol. viil, ls.t Heric~, pr· 1~2, 123.
~ Freeman, op. cit' j ,,\,,0]. ii, p. 31.
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some I,laees there be clams as big as a penny white loa£/ But we can indulge no further in Mr. 'Wood's account of
the fishes, except to add a few lines from his notice of shell-fish, which we give rather as a specimen:

" • The luscious lobster, with the crabfish raw,
The brillish oister, muscle, periwigge,
And tortoise sought for lly the Intlian squaw,
'Which to the flats dance many a winter's jigge,
To dive for cockles, and to digge for clams,
'Vherehy LeI' lazic lmsuautl's gIlts bllee cramms.'" I

FAL)IOUTH.

THE FISHEl1lE8 OF l'ALMOl'TII SIKCE 1t'OO.-l'reeruan tbus conllnellts nI,on tbe fisheries of Falmouth at the open­
ing of the present century:

" The fisheries were ne, el' a very promincnt Imsin"Es IlI're; Dnd J"t, in 1800, of 60 veEsels owned llere, of about 55
tons average, G were emplo,y'cd in the fisherit·s; 2 going to tIle Straits of Belle Isle, and 4 fisbing at the shoals.'"

The wbaling business was can-ied on at 'V uud's H(,ll quill' extensively forty years ago. There were at one time
as many as 8 vessels huiling from that port. There was a caudle factory here at that time. The whale oil,
ho\,\,,'vel., was sold in New Bedford largely. As tLe men died who had carl'ied 011 the ul1siuess, the vessels were sold
one loy Olll', an d tJw lmsiness here gradual iy ceased.

}'reemun's account confirms the laets given aboY!:, alluding to the former wbale·fishny of the town ill the fol­
Jowing 1-vol'dtl:

.. ConsidcrRblo ship-building was formerly carrip,l 011 herp; 3ud, at one time, 9 ships, averaging about 3,,0
tons e:wIl, were employed ill the whale-fishery fl'OllJ this port. The capital invested was about $;!60,OOOj the nnmber
of well ellgaged ill the business was ahout 250; anll tbe aggregate return was, of sperm oil, 4,952 barrels, or 148,560
gallons; wbale oil,275 barrels, or H,250 gallons. This place, like others, hus passed throngh ImBineRs vicissitudes,
hut lHl~ <>vl'r heen J'l'garded as in nIaDy rl'spp.cts an important and intpresting locality. 3

Prior to 35 yenrs ag-o tIlere were several fishing scJJOoners at 'Wood's Holi. At one time there were 2 iJankers
aud ;: wb iell WfHlt io Nlilltueket shoals. Relies ofnte old neet are reruemuered ]'y iLe HaIJJeS "ArJU," "Isaac Cromwell,"
and "Sea S<'rpent." 'Tbe" S'-a Serpent" was 11 sharp-stern pinkie huat. It was finally dccke(] over and changed to
the" V':anderer."

BalI-works existcd here 30 or 40 years ago to a large extent, but no traee of them now remains. Two dollars
a bushel was often ohtain..d for the salt.

:\fARTHA'S VINEYARD.

J\Inrtha'~Vine~'ardwas di~covered1\y GOBllOld ill IG02, though he gave that naml' to Noman's Land, rather thon
to wllatis now the Vinl·yartI.

In lG4'! "the Vineyard" was settled by Thomas :Mayhew, of Sonthampton, England. In 1644 it was placed
under th~ .iuristlictiou of Massachusetts, and in 1(iG4 was trllllsferred to New York, hut was restored to Massachu­
setts in 1(i9:.!.

HISTORY OF EnGAnTOWK AND I-IOLlI1ES' HOI_E.-Edgartown was formerly a whaling }lort of considerable impor­
tance. Accordinlt to Starbuck, the dl'cp-sea whale fisllery was llcgun here in 1738 by ODe Joseph Chase, who came
from Kantnckct and establi;;hed himself on the ;;11ore of E,lgartown Harbor, aud built a wharf and try-work. He
"arri~d on the fishery for two or three J'ears with his sloop, the Diamond, a vessel of 40 tOllS, but finally stopped on
'lCeOlll1t of his want of success. •

In 1739 James Claghorn purchased tile Leopard, a sloop of 40 tons, and commenced the fishery, but he also
retired in two or three years.

In 1742 John Harper commenced the fi.hery with s,weral vessels, but ran throngh the same conrse as the others,
withdrawillg in a few years.

Regardless of the results accrning to his predecessors, in 1744 John Newman eommcncClI the whale-fishery.
Unfol'tllnatcl.y llis vessel was lost abol1t a year later, while temporarily engaged ill bringing corn from the South to
SUI ply the laek at home.

In 17;,7, an emhargo 1)C,ing ll[lon the shipping', John Nortoll, for Martha's Vineyard, and Abishai Fl'llger, for Nan­
tucket, prayed the general eourt of Massachusetts that they might be allowed to send vessels on whaling voyages a8
usual, stating that unless they were permitted so tQ do many of the people fillst suffer for the necessities of life.

In 17?5 onl.1' 12 whaling vessels, with an aggmgate of 720 tons, were in use at Martha's VineJard. This number
of vessels was fitted ont annually from Martha's Vineyard from 1771 to 1775, anfl employed 156 seamen, and annually
took 900 llarrels of sperm oil and 300 barrels of whaIe oil.

The 011 tbl'eak of the Revolutionary war affected the whale-fishery at Martha's Vineyard, as it did in other localities
ill New- Eu/!;lllnd. Vessels were seized and carriod to England or destroyed, aud the busiuess became precarious and
loss was almost certain.

1 Freeman, t>p-, cit.. ","{it ii, p. 32". I Ibid., p. 421. • Ibid., p. 421.
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Mr. Samll€! O.,lwrne, .ir., tbe owner or agent. of tbe ,,-baling fleet liOW hailing from Edgartown, ~tateB that this
place has for many years had ve"..els in t be wbale-fishery. In 185B the fleet numbered 19 sail; in 1879 it was reduced
to 4 sail, and in 1-..,81 nllrnber"d fj V{'S81·ls. III early times mltny of the Nantueket tIeet iittell here. and thus broutTht
considerable profit to the town. Durin).,' tIle iate war several vessels I\'cre sold away from llere, alHl tlle death of two
or three ea.pitalists prior to lE-!70 cansI'd a withdrawal of vessels to other l,orts. The business of whaling has made a
good many pl'''plo wealthy ill tbe town. :Kenrly every voyage iu the last ten years has yielded a profit. There are
said to be no poor people in the town, the valuation of $3,OUO,UOO being well distrilmted among the 1,3UO inhalAtants.
A nnmber of retirel! wl1aJillg merchants reHide here, and OWlI paris of vessels in other ports. There are also SOllie
ladies who own shares in vessels.

In 1778 ships of the British uavy ""H1,' fOI'H"'8 in the s"a,eoast tOlYlIsof New En~1alld. At Holmes' Hole 4 vessels,
with several boats, were destroyed, and in 01<1 TOWil (Edgartown) HarlJOr. Martha's Vineyard, a brig of 150 tons, a
schooner of 70 tons, and 23 wbale-boats wcr" destroyed.

In regard to the growth of other fisheri"s besides the ,,'lJale-iisher~-at lIIartha's Yine,,'al'd w'e have no infor/llation
until IH07. In 160:~, however, t.be shores arc said to Laye abounded wi tlJ fish alHl shell-fish of various kinds.

In 1807 the clam-fishery was carried Oil at Edl-(artowll. Two thousam] dollars' worth of clams, at $9 per harrel,
were sold in Edg!lrtown in that year. At that time they Wljfe also heginning to be taken in Mene msha POlld and
other plaees for b"it. Oysters also occurred on tlw south sbore in two brackish ponds. Loh.ter8 were scaree, amI
only found about tbe wharves at Edgartown.

For a number of years prior to 1848 tlll'ee bankill~ \'esst>!, \\Cl'e o\\'11eu at Edl;artown.
In 1807 there was oue fishing ve.scl at n<>lllles' Hole.
The mauufacture of salt wm, earriell On at Mart ha's VinpY'l!'<l as on CaIH, Cod. In IF07 thel'e Were three ~ets of

salt works at Etlgart.owll, eon,rillg 2,700 feet, aud in Tisbury tiye sets, covering 5,\lOO feet. The mannfaetun·. was
then on t.Le illcrea~e.

That. oysters were ODec natives of Martha's Vim'yard is evident frolll the followi1'1,( pamgmph, '1"ot,,,l fr01l1 "

<leseriptiol1 of the i.land in t.he 1\IJ1s~achusetts Hist.orical Collections, second series, 1807, page ,>i;:
"The oyst.er is found ill Newtown Pond, and in two other ponlls on tho south shore, one "fwbich iH ill Edgartown.

amI the ot.her in TisbuTf. It i<! fresh to the taste, hnt it is improved in its relish and rendered faUer l>~' diggill'~ :,
canal thron:.;h the heaeh and letting t.1,e salt. water flow into the f1'e8h-w"ter ponds. As the S011t llerl,- wiml SOOI1 ti i Ls

"l' the canal, th" lligging nlllst he renewed four or five times in a year.

EA1:LY l-11:--:''1'01:Y OF THE ~'lsnERIES.-OnNonamas~et Island in 1807 wa~" one dwenill~. r.ontaining two familJ.'1".
allli 01110111 [j(:O fed of salt works built in the year H;(5. Tbe fishes are the same as those of the Yieinit;l', lint
lobsters, whil'h are scaree at Mart.ha's Vineyard, are canght in great. abundance at all the }~liz"he(h Islauds.'''

Oosllohl's YOJager8, in 160'2, fOllnd at the Elizabeth lshmds "divers sorts of shell-fish, as scallops, II 1II,.,l'1 •• 8,
('oekles, lobsters, crabs, oysters, ami wilks, exceeding good and very great. m

THE j.·lsmma:s OP WAREHAM IN li'115.-The following descriptillIl of 'Wal'l~ham in 1815 is given in yolo iv, 2<1 seri,s,
:'Ilassachusetls Hist(Jrica.1 Society Collection",I'p, 28{j-2B9:

"The \Vemeantic, the sourees of which are in Carver, attains t.he name of river on the southwestern horaers
of \Yareham, where it may 1,e 3 rods in width. • • • Alewives ascend this stream to t.wo ponds in Carver.
* • • Agawam Brook, issuing from a pond in Plymouth, may IJe 8 or 9 miles long. • ~ • Trout,
which abound, are very part,ial to this streltlll, doubtless lo,ing its cold sources. The general eourse of this I,rook is
southwest, up which the alewives have e\-er ascended, iu vast numbers, to Half \Vay Pond. Plymouth. • • • The
whale-fishery in the West India seas, and on the eoasts of the United States, has been formerly pursned wit h that
preearions snceess indde!:t to the employ, probably before the Revolution, allll much more so since. • • • The
fish, common to this bay, are fOlllld at \Val'eham, such as tat aug, sheepshead (now become rare). rock, and streaked
bass, sljuitteag, scuppeag, eels, with the migratory fish, menhaden, and alewives. One codfish IJaviug be,en caught
within t.he Narrows (~ay thirty years sinee), is tohe only instance of this fish nearer Ulan the o]Je~ hay, <;r (,ay Hea~.
The ljuah,mg clam is common, and the oyster is taken in two or lllore places. The latter, I\-hlch 18 ot small Size, IS

frequelltly oarried for sale overlalH1 to PlYllJouth."
EAST WAREHAM IN li:l7o-'71.-The Gloucester Telegraph, of May 7, IBiO, stated tbat \Vurelllllll realized $00,.

that year from t.he sale of the right t<:> cateh berring in the Agawam River ill that town.
The New Bedford Evening Stallllard of April 24, 1871, reported as follows for that year: , '
" W AREHAM.-The first cateb of alewives for the season in the Agawam River, in Wareham, :vas Oil } ruJa,' of

last week. The privilege was l'urehased the present. ~'car for $(jOO hy a Pluty in Plymouth, whosc mhatntQllts have

equal rights to the fisbery with cihzens of Wareham, . •
"M G S."" d f E'ast. \Vareham who has hou"'ht the rieht to fish this stream forthe P:1St fourteen y. cars,r. eorge L ,1Ulor ,0, M 0, '. " d" thO , . d

informs us that there bas been a gradual .lecrease of fish for the last six years, am] that although unng IS :,eno
. . f Ii 1 . . tb'ir annual pussn"e from the ponds to t.he 8(.a, thethere has been no perceivahle dlIninnilon" sma a eWIVes III . e. e , , '

h If ht' 1664 Mr S states that lar"c qu:wtltleS of whItenumber of adults taken last year was less than one- a eaug III • •. '"

perch have lJeen caught iu the river this seasou by hook-and-line fishermeu."

1 A description of Dukes County, August 13, 1807, in Coil. MAss. Risl.. Soc., vol. iii, 1807, 2d series, pp. 75. 79.

I CoIl. Maas. RisL Sno' t '\'01. viii) 2d aeries) p. S9.
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MARION.

HIgTOHY OF !\fAnION.-Thc present town of Marion with the adjoining towns of Rochester, Mattapoisett, and a
large part of'\Varebam were originally known as the Sippican territory, and purchased July 2"2,1679, from the Indian
chiefs W'atuchpoo amI Sampson, they receiving permission to sell the territory from King Phillip, the youngest son of
Massasoit, the good, Le LeilJg" the king or chiefrnler of the \Vampanoag triues. Phillip was his successor.

Hochester was incorporated as a town on .June 4,1686, receiving its name from the ancient city of Rochester,
England, wLic,h was the early home of many of the first settlers. It is recorded in history tLat tbe oysters found on
those shores were celebrated by tIle Romans for tlleir excellence; and the pioneers to the Sippicltn territory, Dnrling
an abundance and great variety of excellent fish, gave the name in memory of their old home. For a time Rochester
embraced the town of Marion.

In the Collections of the Massachusetts Historical SocJety, 1815, vol. ii, 2d series, p. 259, is this Iltatemellt regard­
ing Rochester:

., The town doubtless takes its name from the ancient city of Rochester in Kent, England, a shire from whence
many of the first, planters of Scituate (and of course Rochester) emigrated. Tbat ancient city had the jurisdiction
of the oyster fisher~', and it llppellrs iu history that these oysters were celebrated by the Romans for their excellonce."

And in volume iv, pp. 255. 25H, is this description of the varieties of Dsh to be found there:
"Pi.h.-Tatallg, scanppang, cels arc the most common fish near the shores, with alewives in their season. At

several places of rcsort o;ysters have hecomo less common; tho qllahang and lesser clam are founu in tho I,laoe.
Without the harbor, th!, hay affords a greater variety; but not the codfish, nearer than Gay Heail."

III volume x, page 31, is this statement, written in 182;~:

"The principal manufacture of this town is salt. This bminess is carried on on an extensive Bcale, and it is
be~ieve<l that morc salt is manufactured in this town tlH111 in any other town in the Commonwealth, and it is the
most 1"'0<1 nctive of any husinf'ss here practiced."

And on palre 3ti of the slLme special rcference i" made to the fish found in Assawamset.f Pond and Mattapoisett
Hivel and Merry's Pond in these words:

"A part of Assawamsett Pond lies 011 the north side of this town, and the line of the town crosses two islands of
considerable hignesB in this pon<l. Assawamsett Pond is the largest collection of water in Massaehusetts. • • •
In this poml is a vast qnantity of iron ore, which increases nearly as fast as it is dug. III the soutllCrly part of this
pond are large quantities of fish, such as pickerel, whitefish, pcrch, roaches, chuhs, hornfish, and 'Vast quantities of
Boa or white perch arc tal<en in the fall of the yellr, when tIle young alewives can be had for bait, which is the only
hait which can lw useil witb snceess. .. • • On the right hand of the road from Rochester to Plymouth lies Merry's
Pond, a most heautiftll "heet of water, and is nearly llS roullll as a circle. In this pond are It fcw fish of the minor
species. There is uo natural inlet or ontlet to this pond, bllt a few years since the town, at the eX!lenSe of $lUO, cnt
n canal from it to Sippic8n Hi vel', lwping to indnce the alewives into tIle p~m<l. No Sllccess attended the attem{lt.

Mattapoisett. River, tl1011gh sma.l1, is of som~ consequence beside.. what resnlt" from th" mills, TIllmely, on .
acconnt of tb." alcwife fishery. The privilege of taking said fish iu faill river the jnllahilants are by law ullthorized
10 sPll, which l,rings into 1he treasUl'Y ahou,t, $400 annnally. It would he much more productive ift,he taking thc tish
ill,,;:?:a11:> "ou1<1 bn "11'nc1nnlly l'r"vente<l."

On ,Inly 22, ]:'\79, the three towns-:lJariou, Roeh"stel', and Mattapoi8l;t.f-celebrated their hi-ccntpnni,.l anni­
\'(~rsary. and among the guests were somc of 010 lineal descendants of the kinJ.(s Massasoit and 8as8acnss. A small
band of King Phillip's trihc yet r"mains in the adjoining town of Lakeville, npon the Indian resen'e lands known
as Betty's Neck The Indians there arc fully civili7.ed citizens, with their schools and churches, and are highly spoken
of by all who 1",,,,,, th"m fortheir im1nA!ry, intelligence, anel temperance.

NJ<JW BEDFORD.

TIm OlllGIN'AL sETTLERs.-This is a place of mnch historic interest. It was first discovered by lIanholornew
Gosnolll, who, in company with thirty-one others (eight of them BailO'rs), Bailed froUl Falmouth, Englaud, in tho
slllull sbi]l Concord, on Mll-reh 26, 1602, with the intention of settling in Virginia. They djscovtlred the group of
islands on the east side of Buzzard's Bay, and landed on May 24 at. the ollterislunrl, now known as CuttyllOnk. They
narne(l tIle group the Elizabeth Islands, lim] the one on which they landed and bnilt a furt they called Elizabeth, in
llOuor of their queen. 'l'he group yet retains the name. 'The daring explorer and discoverer ha,~ no~ been forgot­
tpn, the islands uarinll; the township name of Go.no/d.

On May:n, 160:;, while. part of th" men were hnilding a. fod, Captain Gosnoid sailed across the bay, first
llnchoring not far from Ronnd Hills on the west and working east until he discovered the mouth of the river and the
west shore on whieh New Bedford is now lwilt. Tbe island of CuttJ'lmuk, on which they vuilf. a fort, bore the Indian
namc of Pooeutohhnnhunnoh. It contains about 516 acres of laud. Finding the Indians friendly, they landed and
loaded their 'Vessel with sassafrass root-considered of great value for medicinal purposes-ceuar and fnrs; this laBt
they purchased of the Indians. Part of the company were to return to En~land with the cargo while the remainder
located a permanent settlement. TheBe latter became dissatisfietl for fear t,hey would never Bee their Bhare of the
valuable cargo, eo thcy all embarked, aJJd on the 15th of June of the same year made sail for England. Captain
Gosnold afterwards returned t~ Vlrginia where he diea Augnst 22,1H07.

Thl1s t.he first. atte~Pt at a settlement here was m...l" eb;:hteen yeaI'll before the landing of the Pilgrims on the
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<leleLrated Plymontil Hock. It was, however, some thirty or forty ~'ears after the above landing hefore a permanent
settlement was made by the English. The settlement was called Dartmonth lIlHl purchased from the Ir.di,m chief
Massasoit, and hi8 son, \Vamsntw, in 10;-,4. This milY l,e seen hy a l)erllsal pf the following {]"ell:

u B1tAJ)FOHD~ GOYEH.XOru.

"NEW PLYMOUTH, .Not'l'1lIber 2(1, 1652.

"Know all men by these prescnts that I, \VesamcqllClJ, aud \Vamsntta, my 80U, have sold unto Mr. \Villiam
Br:ldt'onl, Ca]ltaiu Standish, Thomas Southwortll, Johu \Vinslow, Johu Cooke, aud thcir associates, tlH' pnrehawrs or
old comers, aU the tract or tracts of land lying eastward from a river ealled Cllshewagg, to a cel'Ulin harhor callerl
Acoaksett., to a flat ro"k on the west side of the said harbor. Ar.d whereas thc ~aid harbor divideth itself into several
branches, t he westernmost arme to lie the bound, and all the tract Dr tracts Df land froIll the said westward arrne to
the s:Jill rh'cr of Cllshewagg. 3 miles e:Jstward of the same, with all the protits ana henefits within the said tract, with
a11 the rivers, crecks,-meadows, necks, unlI islands that lyl' ill or ncar thc same, and from the sea llpwmd to go so high
that the EngJil;h llIay not be aunoyed by the hunting of the Indians in any sort of their cattle. And I, \Vesameql1en,
and \Vamslltta, do promise to remove all the Imlians within a year from the date hereof tLat do Jive in the said
tract,. AmI we, the said ",Vesameqllen and Wamsutta, have fully hargained and sold unto the aforesaid 1111'. \,[illiam
Bradford, Captain Btl/ndish, TIlOmas Southwortll, Jolin 'Vinslow, John Cooke, and tIle rest of t)ll'ir associates, the
purehasers or old comers, to have and to hola for them and tlieir hei1'8 allli "ssiples forever. AmI ill consideration
hereof, we the above mentioned are to pay to the said \Vesmnequen and \Valllsntta as followetb: Thirt~o yanls of
dotL, 8 Jnorse·sliills, 15 nxes, 15 hoes, I~, pair of breeches, 8 blankets, 2 kettles, 1 cloak, 2 pOllnds in wampam, 8 pairs
stoekill~s, 0 pairs-shoes, 1 iron pot, aml10 shillings in another eommoditie, and ill witness hereof we have inter·
changeably set to onr hands the day and year above written.

"JOHN WINSLOW.
"JOHN KING.

"In tLe presence of­
"JONATHAN SHAW.
"SAMUEL EDDY.

h18

",rAl\lSFITA. M M"
mark.

Another old reeord gives the honndnry of Dartlllollth (this embraced the present towns of \Yestport, New Bedford,
Dartmonth, and Fairhaven) as made with the Indian, John Sassamon, agent fill' Phillip Sagamom, of Pnknm,wkett, &c.

GtVEN" TIm NA1\m NF:W BEDFORD.-As t.he littlc settlement grew into quite a ....iIlage belonging' to DartnlOutll, it
was thought best t,f) gin, it a name til distingnislI it from the other part ef the town, and on a puhlic occasion, MI'.
Joseph Rotch suggesting it, sllould he called" Beufurd," itl honor of JoseplJ l~nssel, an old citizl'll, ,,"liD l.)/)re the famil,'­
))allle of tlJe 1)llke of Bedford, it was adopted, and the ohl gentleman was after known as the duke, and for many
years the place wa.s known as Bedford. On Rscertaiuing" that then' was another town of tile same name ill the State
it, was called New Bedford. and on FelJr.ary 22, 1it;7, it, east loose frorIl Dartmouth and was duly incorporated as n
toW11, embracing the pre~ent 10wn of Fairhayen lIlltil April 22, 1812, when that town withelre.w and was duly
inco:rporated. A large number ()f ships were formerly Illlill at New Bedford, thc first baving 1lecn lannche,l in 17m;
Ihis was named" Dartmouth" and has become historic from haYing been OIle of the yesscls whic,h cawe into Bostou
Harbor loaded wilh tea wllich was thro,vn on,rhoard Decem\wr 16, 17n.

NEW BtmFORD IN 1792.-A description follows, writtell in 1792, of New Bedford and its nslle.ries: "There are alsa
several other islands in the river, most of them small, yet ~'ielc1ing Rome pasturage, a.nd very commodious for several
pnrposes, pa.rticularlyfor those who make a business ofsalHlIg fish. There is good fishing in tl,,' riyer for the srualler
kind; aud not far distant from the month they eatdl the larger sort. But. fcw markets in un)' of our sea-ports arl'
equally Sllpp]ied with variety of fish, and such as are very excellent. Here are 801(] end, bass, hlaek1ish, s11Cepsllf'nd,

&c.'"
SALT Al'\D I'RESH WATER FISIIEs.-In 18.~ tho varicties to be found in tbe waters of New Bedford were:
., Fish.-Salt water: Smelt, tom-cod, herring, shad, menhaden, flat-fish, lump-sucker, whiting, e1lOgset, bass, tantog­

or blackfish, scnp (scuppang, pogies) cod, mac1wrel, haddock, pollock, bludish, rock bass, sheepslH'ad, flonnder, pe~c1J,
eel, I'lcnlpin, scate, stingray, hellows-fish, rndderfish, sqnetteagne, squid, swell fish, toad·grunt.er, shllrl,. dogfisll, frost·fish,
skipjack. Sqcll-fish: Oysters, quahangs, cla1lls, lobsters, crahs, scallops, winkles, razors, m nsselA, star:fish or fivn-
fingres, harllllcles. •• Fresh water: Trout., perdl (white, reil, yellow), pickerel, ehuh, earp, sllYcrfmh, mmuow,

hornpollt, eel, clam. • . .
THE FIsHERIES IN 18iO.-Ml'. 'Velcorne A. Almy stated to the fishery cOIlllllittee of tho Massachn,setts lrg,sll1tnre

in 1870: "I shonld think t.here WiJre as many lls 25 fishing boats which make a regular hnsmess of ~Shlllg
from New Bedford. Some carry t.wo men and SOllle earr~' fonr. Thern al'e probably one 100 IDen engaged III ~he
business. Some go in smacks..There arc several hUlIllred who will go fishing more or less. There are some labonnf,
men VI'hQ <"'0 fishiu<'" to got food for their families. Formerly there were llIore men who went for that Purl,ose than now.

THE ;'HALE.;ISHERV.-A brief sket.ch of the whaJe-Jl>;hBry from New Bedford has been given on ]luzes 271,272,

and a much fuller history of this industry will be given.in Section V of this report .
.--------------

1 Coil. Mass. Hist. Soc., voL iv, 1st series. p. 2:13.
'Ricketson's History of New Bedford, 1858, p. 403.
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THE FISHERIES OF RHODE ISLAND.
InIODE ISLAND IX THE SEYEN'['EENTH AND EIGIITEENTII CENTUHIES.

FISHISG llY THE ABORIGIXEs.-Arno1d, in RIleaking of the food I1sed hy the ahorigines of Rhoue Islanu in l(j;!2,
says: "But of all their different sorts of food, none were more highly esteeme<l than clams. In all seasons of tho
year the women dug for them on tho sea-shore. The natnraljlliees of this shell-fish sen-NI them in place of snlt as a
seasoning for their llrotb, their nussuump,' and their bread, while the tenderness and delicacy of the flesh have pre­
servea its popularity to this day, amill all the culinary <leviees of an a,lvanced civilization." 0 \Vhales, sometimes 60
feet in length, were often cast np on the shores, and, being ellt ill pioces, W'lre sent far and near as a most palatable
.prescnt. In the early part of the seventeenth eentnry, hunting, fowling, and tlolling were tIle c!liefoccnpations of tho
Indians. They used nets made of hemp, setting weirs aeross Ule rivers, and killing the bass with arrows as the fish
lJecame entangled in the meshes of the nets. The head of the bass was considered", great luxury. The sturgeon they
('anght with a harpoon of their own invention, going out in their canoe, to attack it. This fish was so highly esteemed
hy them tl1at tuoy would rarely sell it to the English.

TIlE SETTLEMENT; p·ISHERY PRIYILEGE.-Rhode Island was fir"t settled ill Jnlle, 1636, at Providence, by Itogel'
\VilliUlllS, from Massachusetts. Two years later, "William Coddington Bnd otherfl, who had, liko \Villiams, beon
persecuted for their religions belief, came from Massaehllsetts, and purehase<l of the Indians the island of Aqnidneek.
Tbey etfected a settlement on this island, now called Ithode Island, antI f,om this sprung tbe towns of Newport Iwe]
Portsmonth. In W4:3 a third settlement was made at ·Warwick, by John Greene, Samuel Gorton, and others. This
~ame year Roger \Yilliams sent to Englanu and obtained a patent for the united government of the settlcments.
The }latent was dated MarcIl 14, 164:1-'44, hut did not go into operation till 1647. It defined the settlements as th"
"Incorporation of Provillence Plantations in the Narraganset Bay in New England."

This patcnt COIl tinned in force till W63, when a charter was obtained from King Charles II, of England, inCorl'Ol"at­
ing- the colony of Itboue Island and Providence Plantations." In this charter was the following paragraph relative
to t he fishing indnstry:

"Provided alsoe, and oure express will and pleasure is and wee doe uy these presents, /for VB, (Jur heirs and BUC­

CtlBS'lIlrS, ordeyue and apoynt" that these presents shall not, in any manne,{, binder any of oure lovinge snl,jects
whatooever, 1l:'rom useing and exerciseing the trade of ffishing upon the coast of New England, in America; butt, tlll~t

they, and ever.r or any of them, shall bave fIull and 11:"ree power and liberty to conti nne and VBe the trade of ffislting
vpon the said coast, in any of the seas thereunto adjoyninge, or any armes of the seas, or salt water rivers and creeks,
where they havc l,eeu accustomed to ffiall; and to build and sett upon the waste laud, belonginge to the sayel Collooy
and Plnntations. such ",harfes, stages aud workehouses as shall be necessary for the salting, drying and keepeing of
theire ffish, 10 be takf'n or gotten upon that coast. And ffnrther, for the encouragement of the inhallitants of our
saytI Collony of Providence Plantations to sett upon thc unsinesso of takeing whales, itt shall bee laweifnl ifor thelll,
or allY of them, having struck whale, dnbertns, or other greate ffish, itt or them, to pursue uuto any parte of that
coaste, am] into any bay, river, cove, ereeke or shoare, belonging thereto, and itt or them vpon the said coaste, or in
the sayd ll3y, river, covc, creeke or shoare, belonging tbereto, to kill and order for the best advantage, without
mo1estation, tbey makeing noe wilfnll waste or spoyle, any thinge in these presents conteyned, or any other mattel·
or thiug, to the contrary, notwithstanding.

"And further alsoe, wee are gratiously pleased, an<l doe hereby declare, that if any of the inhalJitants of our sap]
Collouy doe sett upon the pJuntinge of vineyards (the soyle and clymate both seemeing naturally to coneurr to th"
prodnction of wynes), or bee industrious in the discovery of ffishing banks, in or abont the sayd Collony, wee will,
ffrom trmc to tyrnc, give and allow all due and fitting encouragement thcrein, as to others In eases of lyke natnre."

There having been somc troubles as to the extent of Rhode Island during the deposition of Charles II, after his
restoration to the throne, the people of Rhode IslaHe} presented II petition to the King, in which they asked that
Rhode Island might be rcstoretl to t.be state and extent of land wllich it enjoyed when tbe first charter was granted,
amI that thus the peol,te might be encouraged to" goe on propagating plantations " " " ,promoting of .. ..
ffisLJngo, &'0."

FISllEI:Y LAWS AND REGULATIO"Ns.-In May, 1680, in the 24th answer to a set of questions from the 10rtls of the
privy conneil, the aS8embly said: "We answer tbat a fishing trade might prove very beneficiall proYitle<l accordinge
to the fonner artickle there were men of considerablo estates amongst us willing to propagate it."

The Rochester conrt of common l,!eas, 011 Mareh 6, 1687, passed an act to encoura.ge fishing in Pettaquamscot
Pm111.

On Jllue Ill, I71Cl, Starve Goat Island was granted, npon petition of three fishermen ofProYidence, for the pnrpose
of cllrillg and drying fish.

On October 28, 1710, tIlO \Varwiok assemhly empowered the town council to proseI've ani! improve the fishing in
their rivers, forbidding the setting of weirs, dams, or net.s; also e.tabJished vendue masters in their town, to bo chosen
before the annual election, whose fees were to be 2t per cent. on the a.mount of the sules, and who were to settle with
the owners of the goods within fiye dl1ys.

1 M""saump is a pottage made of uuparcbed meal.
• arnold'. History of Rh()de Island, from which w()rlr. in cnnnectiou with.the colouia! record. of the State, tbi. hi8tnrical Rkoteh is

oompiled,
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On AUg118t Ie, 17:1~1, ill order" to protect Pawcatuck Ri\'cl' fisheries, it was forbidden to erect dams or wcirs Oil any
stream to hinder the passage of fish or to catell them for three da~-s in the week except uy hook and line." •

And on Jnne 1:1, 17:17, so as .. to pTPsprve the perch in EliStOI1'S Pond, it was f"rl.>idden to dr<1w seines eitlier in tho
l'0nds or creek."

April 1,1741: A l)etition hy James Greene and others to place a dam across tlie soutL lJranch of Pawtuxet
Ri vcr in the town of \Varwiek, and to erect works thereon for the relining of iron. This petition .",-as against former
decisiolls [as being an ohstrnction to tlle fisll] but was granted. .

Oll OctolJer 28, 1761, "a lottery was granteu to raise £l,fIOO, old tenor, for making a passage around tllc Paw­
tucket Falls, so tliat nsh of almost eyery kind who choose frcsli water at certain seasons of the year may pass wiLh
ease." It "-as represented that the country above the falls wOllli1 derive mnch advantage by thus facilitating the
access of the fi.h to tlle upper waters. Twelve years later, in August, 177:3, the assemLls paSEoCG "an act making it
lawful for aIJ~- one to lJrcak down or Llow np the rocks at Pawtucket Flllls to let fish pass up. • • ~ Aud the
said ri\'er was dee1ared a pulJlic riyer."

SeptemlJer, 176;,: All iron-ore !led was discovered on Pawtnxet Ri\-er, in Cranston, early in the spring of 17(;3, and
in September following the petItioners prayed for a cJam, aud were allowed to lJnild oue on couditioll that they \\ouhl
COllstruct a suitahlc passage for fish IOlmd it, auu maiutain tl"" same from April 10 to Ma~- 20 annuall~, agreealJlc to a
law tbat hau been in foree thirty ~-ears.

February 2:1, 17(;7: "An act to prevent the Pawtuxet and Pawcatnek Rivers from heillg oustructed by weirs amI
seines, so as to preVel]t the passage of tis11, was cnforeed by a penalty of £50."

THE WllA.LE-F1SHElUES, 1731 to 17,;:lll.-" June 14, 1731: To encourage the whale and cod fislleries a llounty of "
shillings for ,'\'ery 1Jarrel of whalt'-oil, 1 penny a pound for Lone, and 5 shillings a quintal for eodtlsh caught l)y Hbodc
Islaml yesse]s an(l hrought int,o t]lis [Rhode Island] colony was ojl(~rtlcl."

June 11, 17;13: "Tlle ,,"hah'-tl,llery lUll] long ueen conducted ou a small seale within the colony. 'Yhales fre­
quented the quiet waters of Narragansett uud were often taken with uOldB. A stimulus had hmm given to this
outerprise hy tlle re"ent IHcminIll placed upon it, so tllat vessels be.gall to he fitted ont. for the pnrpose. The iil'st
regularly-equipped "llaleman from Rhode Island ot which we Lave any kno'idedge arrh-"d in Newport at this till.e
with 114 llarrcls of oil and 200 pO'JIl,h, of bone, ulwn wllieh bount;, W,IS paid. It was the sloop Pelican of 1"e\\'port,
owned by Benjamin Thurston, and about fifteen years before smaller sloops had beguIJ to be usecl at Nalltuekd f",­
taking whales. At tllis tinw som" 2;, sail, all under 50 tons hurdell, wcre there employed, obtaining abont 3,700
harrels of oil annually," This was the commencement of "that yietorious career of ill(luBtr~·," long afterwards
illnstmted in the British HOIIse of Commons hy the splendid rhetoric of Burke:

"Look at the manner [said Burke] in which tlle people of New England have of late earriec1 on the wllale fisllery.
'Vllilst we followed them amongst, the tumbling mountains of ice, a,n<1 ueheld tllem 11enetmting into the deepest
froz'en recesses of Hmhnn's Bay :md Davis's Straits, whilst we are looking for them ueneath the Arctic Circle, WI'

I,ear that they haye pierced into the opposite region of polar eol<1, that they are at the antipodes, and engaged nlldcr
the frozen serpent of the ~outh!' 1 • * *

Had not the war with England occnrred, no doubt Rhode'Island's fi~heries would haye grown witll very rapid.
strides. Its disastrous elfeets to the fishcries werc acuteJ~- felt, as will be seen iu the ncxt item:

"In consequence of the war the ,Tews, who had dOlle much for their adopted state, had all left by tlle fall of 1779.
Aaron aud :Moses Lupez at one time o.",-ned 27 square~l'iggedvesscls, several of wlliell were wliaJing-8Lips, besides

many smaller craft."
The whaling-hoats were in tuis same year (1779) put to a use other than tLat for wllich the;y were uuilt, "'6'

next read:
"In July, 1779, Colonel Barton's corps of infantry were raised for the speeial}lUrpose of ]'I'oteetillg the sea-board

of Rhode Island from Tory forays. They were fnrni"hed with whale-boats built expressly for that service."
THE PHOYIDEXCE FLEET IX 17SIJ.-An item in Aruold's history, eOlleerIling the l'royideuce fleet, and datetl July

5, 1789, says:
"At this time 101 vessels, excInsivo of dyer craft, were owned in Providence, amonnting nearly to 10,000 tOllS,

morl'< than three-fonrtlls of wbicb were employed in the foreign tratlo a,nd on wllaling yoyages. The suip General
\Vasbington returned from China after an absence of nineteen months. This "as the lirst aniyal at Proyidenee

direct from Canton."

1 Speech on muving re~olution8 for conciliation with the colonios l March 22,1775.
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