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APPENDIX.
HISTORICAL REFERENCES TO THE FISHERIES OF NEW EXGLAND.

THE FISHERIES OF NEW IIAMPSHIRE.

A brief statement of the condition of the fisheries of this Siate in 1791 is given above on page 105. The following
additional references from official records and histories show the development of the industry during the past tweo
bundred and fifty yvears:

FISHING BY THE COLONISTS.

THE SETTLEMENTS IX 1623.—“To include the early inhabitants of New Hampshire with Poritans,” writes Sabine,
“and among refugees from religions persecutors, as some do, is to degrade to mere fable many of the best-authenti-
cated facts in history. The sole purpose of the first and of the subsequent proprietors was to acquire wealth by tishing
and trading.” In 1623 several gentlemen merchants and others, belonging to DBristol, Exeter, Dorchester, Shrews-
bury, Plymouth, and other places in the west of England, formed an association under the title of © The Company
of Laconia.,” They obtained patents from the Connetl of Flymonth for the country between the Merrimaek and the
Kennebeck, and back to the Great Lakes aud the Saint Lawrence. Being encouraged by the colonists at New Pltm-
outh, and the reports of fishermen who had made voyages upon the coast, they sent over David Thompsen, together
with Edward Hilton and William Hilton, who had been fishmongers in London, and some others, provided with the
necessary tools and provisions and with instruetions to establish a fishery.

The Hiltous set up their stages some distance above the mouth of the Piscataqua, near the present site of Dover.
Another division about the same time established themselves at the place now ealled Odiorne’s Point, where they
built the first house and cstablished salt works, to provide salt for curing their fish. The site of this house with
three or four thousand acres of the surrounding land was assigned to Capt. Jehn Mason, and the house took the
name of ‘“ Mason Hall.”

Odierne’s Point received its name from John Odiorne, who resided there in 1660, and his descendants have
remained in that vieinity until the present day. The poiut is near the mouth of the river and tbree miles from the
present market square, Certainly no better loeality could have been selected for a fishing station, since here was a
safe and fine harloer, and & river which was the home of the salmon, alewife, menhaden, and other varicties of fish,
while the best of fishing grounds for salt-water species were in the bay close by the mouth of the river,

SOME EARLY SETTLERS.—Mr. William Pepperell, of Cornwall, and a Mr. Gibbons, frown Topsham, in the west of
England, two respectable gentlemen, were among the first seltlers at the Shoals. For a year or two they carried
on the fisheries at this place. They soon found it too limited for their views and concluded to remove to some part
of the main. “To determine them whither they should go they set up each a stick and left them to full as Providence
should direct. Pepperell’s fell northwest, Gibbens’ fell towards the northeast. Each pursued with emhusias:m ﬂ.m
course his stick poiuted him, and the foerwer established himself at the mouth of Piscataway River; the latter is said
to have obtained a grant of the tract since called Waldo Patent. »

“8ir William Pepperell, the commander of the memorable expedition against Louisbourg, was the son of this
William Pepperell. As a merchant at Kittery, the oldest incorperated town in MaineZ where lhe was born, wlhere he
lived and died, avd where strangers are still shown his large mansion-house and his ((.)ml'), he was personally con-
cerned in the fisheries. Ie acquired great wealth. The dignity of a baronet of Great Britain, an honor never before
nor since conferred on a native of New England, was bestowed ia reward of his military serviees; and not long pre-
vious to his death he was created a lieutenavt-general.”}  He died in 1759, )

GROWTIH OF THE COLONY.—The building up of the colony was slow work, the colonists being absorbed _entxrely
in the fisheries and the fur trade. In 1631 there wore but three houses in the settlement. Laconia soon fell mt,f) the
hands of Mason and of Sir Ferdinando Gorges, one of his associates in the company. . i 'liheir associa.tes,”’ contmm.:s
Sabine, ** disconuraged by the continnal demands upon them without retm.'ns for the capital invested, relinquished their
shares. But Gorges and Mason did nothing to change the original dgmgus of tht? first patgntees. They formed‘ no
government ; they merely employed men to fish and trade for them, without erecting any tribunals whatever to pro-

tect their own interests or the rights of others. . A . . £
“Finally, Laconia was divided into two colonies. To Gorges was assigned, in lis own right, the region east o

P Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc. ; and Report on the Principal Fisheries of the American Seas, by Lorenzo Sabine. Wasl?f.%ton: 1859,
Yid



678 GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

the Piscataqua, to which he gave the name of Maine; and to Mason the territory on the westerly side of that river,
which, in honer of the county in which he lived in England, he called New Hampshire.

¢ Mason was bred a merchant, but became an officer in the British navy, and in that capacity had resided at New-
foandland as one of the governors of that island, of the description spoken of in the second part of this report. FHe
was, therefore, personally acquainted with the management of a fishery. * * ¥

¢ The histery of industry upon the sea, for the century and a half that New Hampshire remained an English colony,
ig brief and without events of particular interest. In 1632 Mason wrote from London to his agent Gibbens, on the
Piscataqua, that ‘the adventurers here have been so discouraged by reason of John Gibb’s ill dealing in his fishing
voyage, as also by the small returns sent hither by Captain Neale, Mr. Herbert, or any of their factors, as that they
have no desire to proceed any further until Captain Neale come hither to confer with them, that, by conference with
him, they may settle things in better order.” Again, in the same letter he remarks that ‘ we desire to have our fish-
ormen increased, whercof wo have written to Mr. Godfrey.” In July, 1633, Gibbens said, in a communication to
his employers, that ¢ for your fishing you complain of Mr. Gibbs. A Londoner is not for fishing, neither is there any
amity betwixt the west-countrymen® and them. Bristol or Barnstable is very convenient for your fishing ships. It
is not enough to fit out our ships to fish, but they must be sure (God will) to be at their fishing place the beginning
of February, and not come to the land when other men have half their voyage.” The last letter is apparently a reply
to the first, and both show that, after ten years’ experience, the fishery was managed without skill, and afforded no
profit, while the intimation of Gibbens, relative to the late arrival of his employer’s ships, may be construed to mean
that English merchants sent their vessels to our coast in mid-winter.

‘“The colony was indeed in an unpromising condition. For years afterwards there was but little change for the
better. The colonists neglected the soil, and the food necessary for their support was obtained in Virginia and
England. ‘Puscataway,’ said the noted John Underhill, ‘is a desirable place, and lies in the heart of fishing;’ and
such is the uniform account of the early chroniclers; but yet the capital invested there by the original patentees, and
by Gorges and Mason, was entirely lost. * * * .

“The colony depended npon axes and saws, shallops and fishing-lines, until necessity compelled a resort to the
plow. Its first exports of corn were mid the desolations of the strnggle that resulted in giving it the rank and
blessings of an independent State. * * * The trade of Portsmounth was of slow growth. The number of vessels
that entered the port in 1681 was forty-nine; but some were of the burden of 10 tons, or mere boats, and none were
larger than 150 tons; while the whole amount of impost or eustoms collected was less than £62.”

The following extract from the council records for 1682 shows of how little value the local fisheries were at
that time:

“ Importation by strangers is of little value; ships commonly selling their cargoes in other governments, and if
they come here, usually come empty to fill with lumber; but if haply they are at any time loaded with fish it is
brought from other ports, there being none made in our provinee, nor likely to be, until His Majesty please to make
the south part of the Isles of Shoals part of this government, they not being at present under any.”

THE FISHERIES IN 1715 AND 1730.—¢‘In 1715,” says Sabine, ‘ Kittery, opposite to Portsmouth, in Maine, and the
seat of an extensive fishery, was made a port of entry in consequence of the improper duties and exactions (as was
alleged) which the government of New Hampshire demanded of the merchants and fishermen trading at the towns
on the Piscataqua. The difficulties which caused this measure seem to have occasioned much excitement. * * *
Ap avswer was framed to inquiries of the Lords of Trade and Plantations, in 1730, which shows that the commerce
of Portsmouth was still small. The exports were stated to be ‘fish and lumber;’ the number of vessels was anly five,
of abouf 500 tons in the aggregate ; and the tonnage of vessels trading there, owned elsewhere, even less. “The prov-
ince,” it was said, ‘makes use of all sorts of British manufactures, amounting to about £5,000 sterling annually,
which are had principally from Boston’ ¢The trade toother plantations’ was to the ¢ Carribbee Islands, whither we
send lumber and fish and receive in return rum, sugar, molasses, and cotton; and as to trade to Europe it is to Spain
or Portugal, from whence our vesscls bring home salt.””

CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES IN 1791,

THE COD FISHERY ON THE BANKS AND INSHORE.—Belknap, in his history of New Hampshire, thus describes the
fisheries of the State in 1791: *“The cod fishery is carried on either by boats or schooners. The boats, in the winter
season, go out in the morning and return at night; in the spring and sammer they do not return till they are filled.
The schooners make three trips to the banks in a season. The first or spring fare produces large, thick fish, which,
after being properly salted and dried, is kept alternately above and under ground till it becomes so mellow a8 to be
denominated dumb-fish. This fish, when boiled, is red, and is eaten generally on Saturdays at the best tables in New
England.

‘“The fish of the summer and fall fares is divided into two sorts, the one called merchantable and the other Jamaica
fish. These sorts are white, thin, and less firm. The Jamaica fish is the smallest, thinnest, and most broken. The
former is exported to Lurope, the latter to the West India Islands, The places where the cod fishery is chiefly
attended to are the Isles of Shoals, New Castle, Rye, and Hampton; but all the towns adjoining the river are more or
less concerned in it. The boats employed in this fishery are of that light and swift kind calted whale-beats. They
are rowed either with two or four oars and steered with another, and, being equally sharp at each end, move with the
utmost celerity on the surface of the ocean. Schooners are generally from 20 to 50 tons, and carry six or seven men

1 West-countrymen of England. Nearly all the fishing veasels that came to America were from the west counties.
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and one or two boys. When they make a tolerable fare, they bring home five or six hundred quintals of fish, split,
salted, and stowed in bulk.

_ CURING THE CATCH; FOKFIGN TRADE.—‘‘At their arrival the fish is rinsed iu salt water, and spread on hurdles
composed of brush, and raised on stakes ahout three or four fect from the ground; thesc are called flakes. Here the
fish is dried in clear weather, and in foul weather it is put under eover. It ought never to be wet from the time that
it is first spread till it is boiled for the table. Desides the fleshy parts of the cod, its liver is preserved in casks and
hoiled down to oil, which is used by curriers of leather. The tongues and sounds are pickled in small kegs, and make
a luxurious, viscid food. The heads are fat and juicy; but most of those which are caught at sea are thrown away.
Of those which are caught near home the greater part become the food of swine.

‘‘The fishery has not of late years been prosecuted with the same spirit as formerly. Tifty or sixty years ago
the shores of the rivers, creeks, and islands were covered with fish flakes; and seven or eight ships were loaded annu-
ally for Spain and Portugal, besides what was carried to the West Indies. Afterward they found it more convenient
to make the fish at Causcau, whicli was nearer to the banks. It was continued there at great advantage till 1744,
when it was broken up by the French war. After the peace it revived, but not in so great a degree as before. Fish
was frequently cared in the summer on the eastern shores and islands, and in spring and full at home. Previously to
the late revolution, the greater part of remittances to Europe was made by the fisheries, but it has not yet recovered
from the shock which it received by the war with Britain.

¢ It is, however, in the power of the Americans to make moro advantage of the cod fishery than any of the Euro~
pean nations. We can fit out vessels at less expense, and by reason of the westerly winds, whick prevail on our
coasts in February and March, they can go to the banks earlier in the season than the Europeans and take the best
fish. We can dry it in a clcarer air than the foggy shores of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. We can supply every
necessary from among ourselves, vessels, spars, sails, cordage, anchors, lines, hooks, and provisions, Salt can be
imported from abroad cheaper than it can be made at Lome, if it he not too much loaded with duties. Men can
always be had to go on shares, which is by far the most profitable method, both to the employers and the fishermen.
The fishing banks are an incxhanstible source of wealth, and the fishing business is a most excellent nursery for
seamen. It therefore deserves every encouragement and indulgence from an enlightened national legislature.

VESSEL BUILDING IN 1791.—* Fishing schooners and whale-boats are often built at the distance of two or three
miles from the water, * * * Vesscls of an hundred tons and upwards have been built at the distance of one or
two miles from the water and drawn on strong sledges of timber, on the snow, by teams of two bundred oxen, and
placed on the ice of the rivers so as to float in the spring.”!

NEW CASTLE AND EXETER.

THE FISHERIES OF NEW CASTLE IN 1870.—The Portsmouth Chronicle of August 10, says: We are pleased to
learn that the New Castle fleet is doing a big busivess this year, and that Harding and Doane are prospering to a very
gratifying degree. One of their eraft, the Velocipede, not finding fish where the rest of the summer fleet were, stood
away to the sonthward, an unusual thing to do so late in the season, and soon took 200 barrels of mackerel in over
her rails, and nearly every vessel arriviug lands a good fare, schooner Pyrola, Moore, one of Messrs. Harding and
Doane’s fishing fleet, arriving at New Castle Monday evening, after an absence of ten weeks on Grand B;ml.i, Wit'h 1,600
quintals of splendid fish on board. This is an immense eatch, and the Pyrola claims the ﬁshery.champlous%np; we
think she has won it, though, if we remewber rightly, there was an old brig that once brought in 1,600 quintals of
dried eod, but that was the result of a long trip to Labrador. Another of Messrs. H. and D.’s fine vessels, the schooner
W.H. Y, Hackett, Robbins, arrived Tuesday, alse from Grand Bank, with 1,200 quintals of fish.”

EXETER IN 1792.—* There was formerly at the falls in this town an alewife fishery, which afforded an abundant
supply of that kind of fish for the inhabitants of the town and vieinity. But for want of sluices in the dam_s, by which
they might ascend the fresh river and gain proper places for spawning, they have for many years almost. disappeared.
There was also, till within thirty years, a good bass fishery through the whole course of the river. .But very great
numbers baving been imprudently, or rather, wantonly taken in one season, they almost totally left it. l'or several
years past they have been returning to their old haunts, though in sma}l numbers. . Conld People Le restrained from
taking them through the ice, it is thought that the river might again be replemslfed thh. them and the fishery
restored. The legislature has passed an act for their preservation; but, th'rough‘ the inattention of those whos.e dx'xty
it is to guard the laws from violation, it is feared that the generous intention will be fmstr?ted.. Laws of this kind
not duly enforced serve only to favor the vicious and irregular at the expense 0.f the conscxent}ous’part of the com-
munity, Three or four miles below the falls are taken a\fcw oysters of a small size but good relish.”?

PORTSMOUTH, 1770 TO 1870.

"THE FISHERIES AND FOREIGN TRADE FROM 1770 To 1806.—Some reference to the early ﬁﬁheliies of Portsnfo_uth hgs
already been given in the review of the State. Toward the close of the last ceutury a cons‘nderab]e foreign ttr-fule
was developed. At the wharves were constantly seen vessels loading for the West Indies, Spa?,ln, axfd otlxﬁl: cl?m:{ nesé
large quantities of fish forming a great part of their cargoes. During the war of the re'volutx'on, when t futhc:(:v alnd
line were temporarily laid aside, a fleet of privateers was fitted out and soon heard from in varlou; p%rus o r e : (;rin .
The first privateers fitted out after the declaration of war were from Portsmouth, and many of them were fishing

1Belknap's Hist. New Hampshire. Boaton: 1702. Vol iii, pp. 211-216,
2001l Masa. Hist. Society. vol. iv, 1792, 1st series, p. 95.
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vessels manned by fishermen, Until 1806, Fernald’s Island, containing sixty acres, and lyving immediately opposite
the city, was extensively used for the curing of fish.  In that year it was purchased by the Government for 3,500 and
the Portsmonth Navy-yard established there.

THE PORTSMOUTH WINTER FISHERIES IN I870.—The Gloncester Telegraph of Mareh 23, 1870, says: “ The Ports-
mounth fisheries employ ten vessels with forty small boats and one hundred men in the winter fisheries off that harbor.
1t is estimated that over a million ponnds of codfish have been landed at one wharf in Portsmouth during the past
winter. Nearly $30,000 worth of fish have been sold this season, mostly to dealers in Boston and New York. In and
about the harbor there is now sunk over 63 miles of trawls, on which are hung over 96,000 hooks. These hooks are
baited mostly with berring and sometimes with clams. The cost of one baiting for this 63 miles of trawl is about
$180. Next winter will probably see 200,000 temptatiouns set for the codfish who lie in the deep water off Portsmouth
Harbor.”

The Gloucester Telegraph of December 7, 1870, says: ‘‘The fishermen of Portsmounth, N. ., are having a great
catclh now, Fourschooners arrived from a two days’ cruise on Monday, bringing in 75,000 pounds of fish.,” The same
paper for December 14th says: ““The large awount of fish reported canght in Portsmouth Harbor of late were taken
on trawls. One vessel, carrying fourteen men, received $1,350 for their harvest of one week, but this was very
upnsual.”

HISTORY OF THE ISLES OF SHOALS AS A FISIIING STATION,

ORIGIN OF THE NAME.—‘8ailing out from Portsmouth Harbor with a fair wind from the northwest,” writes Celia
Thaxter, ““the Isles of Shoals lie straight before you, nine miles away, ill-defined and cloudy shapes, faintly discernible
in the distance. A word about the origin of this name, Isles of Shoals. They are supposed to have been so called,
not becanse the ragged reefs run out beneath the water in all directions ready to wreck and destroy, but becanse of
the shouling or schooling of fish abont them, which, in the mackerel and herring seasons, is remarkable. As youn
approach they separate and show eacli its own characteristics, and you perceive that there are six islauds if the tide
is low, but if it is high there are eight, and wounld be nine but that a breakwater connects two of them.”:

" PACILITIES FOR FISAING.—These islands would prohably never have been settled but for the excellent advan-
tages they atforded for the prosecution of the fisheries. The early colonists of New England were constantly on the
lookout for good fishing stations. Levett, who visited the locality in 1623 or 1624, wrote: ‘‘The first place I set my
foot upon in New England was the Isles of Shoals, being islands in the ses, about two leagues from the main. Upon
these isiands I neither could see one good timber tree nor so much good ground as to make a garden. The place is
found to be a good fishing place for six ships, but more cannot well be there for want of convenient stage room, as
this year's experience hath proved., The harbor is but indifferent good. Upon these islands are no savages at all.”"—
lievett’s Vovage: London, 16282

In Lechford’s Plaine Dealing, published in London in 1642, it is remarked: ¢ The Isie of Shoals and Richmond’s
Isle, which lie neere Pasquattaqna, are good fishing places.”?

DisasTeER.~—In 1632 a fishing shallop at the Isle of Shoals was overset.”?

THE ISLANDS IN 1661 aND 1622.— The Isle of Shoals were occupied at a very early date, and soon became places
of note and of great resort.  Fn 1661, they were inhabited by npwards of forty families. The fisheries were prose-
cuted with vigor and success at that peviod, and subsequently, for quite a century.”?

In 1682, according to the records of New Hawmpshire, the fisheries of these islands were regarded as much more
important than those of the settlements at the mouth of the Piscataqua.

TROURLE WITH INDIANS.—In 1628 the inhabitants of Hog Island were forced to remove to Star Island on account
of the depredations of the Indians, who made plundering incursions, carrying away the women into captivity while
the men were fishing,

¢ Star Island seemed a place of greater safety ; and probably the greater udvauntages of landing and the conveni-
ence of a wide cove at the entrance of the village, with a little harbor wherein the fishing craft might anchor with
some security, were also indncements.” ¢

THE FISHERIES PROM 1760 to 1800.—¢ Before the war of the Revolution, when the islands were in a flourishing
state, there were annunally canght here, and cured for the market, from three to four thousand quintals of fish. At
that time seven or cight sehooners, besides boats, were employed in this business; and some used to extend their
tishing voyages to the Banks of Newfoundland. Abount the year 1730, and afterwards, the fisheries on these islands
inereased to that degree that three or four ships used to load here, annually, with winter and spring merchantable
fish for Bilboa, in Spain, and smaller vessels for other places. Besides, a large quantity of cod and scale fish were
earried to Portsmonth, for the West India market.

“The usual drink of the fishermen, at that period, was a liguor which they called bounce, composed of two-thirds
spruce beer and one-third wine, Dut, in a course of years, they gradually left off the use of this wholesome drink,
and substituted in its place ardent spirits, which has been a prineipal means of the lamentable degeneracy of these
people.””

GOYERNMENT AND RELIGION.—* The old town records are quaint and interesting, and the spelling and modes of
cxpression so peculiar that I bave copied a few. Mr. Johu Muchamore was the moderator of a meeting called

1 Isles of Shoals, 1873, pp. 9, 10. & Sabine, ep. cil., p. 114,
2Coll. Mass. Hist. Boc., vol. viii, 3d serics, p. 164. §Thaxter's Isles of Shoals, 1873, p.47.
8 Ibid., vol. iii, 3d series, p. 100. " Coil, Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. vii, 1802, pp. 247-252.

4 YWinthrop's Journal, p. 37.
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¢March ye 7k day, 1748. Dy a Legall town meeting of v© Free holders and Inhabitence of gosport, dewly quallefide
to vote for Tiding meun Collers of fish, Corders of wood, Addition to y¢ winister’s sallery Mr. John Tucke, 100 Ihs.
old tenor.” Among the ‘offorsers’ of ‘Gospored’ were, besides * Moderator” aud *Towne Clarke,” - Seclekt meen,” ¢ Coun-
stauble,” * Tidon meen’ (Tithing-men), Coulenrs of fish’— Conlenr’ meaning, I suppose, enller, or person appeinted to
select fish—and ‘ Sealers of Whood.’ oftener expressed corders of wood.™

“The fishcrmen of the Isles of Shoals, us a class, were moral and exemplary men during the cutire period em-
braced in our inguiries. A place of worship was erected even before the yvear 1641, at whicli time the Rev. Mr. Hull
was their minister. They were disturbed, bowever, in 1642, by Mr. Gibson, an Episcopal clergyman, who went among
them, performed services according to the rites of his chureh, and ereated a disaffection towards the government of
Massachusctts, which then claimed to exsereise jurisdiction over them, The Rev. John Broek commenced his pastoral
labors about 1650, and remuined among them twelve yvears. e was an excellant man, and was sncceeded by Mr.
Belchier, who was equally worthy. Mr. Moody followed, in 1706, and continued their pastor nupwards of twenty-five
years. Iis successor was the Rev. John Tucke, whose ministry terminated only with his life, in 1773, Their last
spiritual guide, previcus to the general dispersion, two or three years afterwards, was the Rev. Jeremiuh Shaw. Thus
we have the remarkable fact that these lone islanders maintained religions worship, with hardly an interval, for one
hundred and thirty-tive years.”*

“From the year 1754 to 1771, it appears from the records that the salary of the Rev. Mr. Tucke was paid him in
merchantable winter fish, a quintal a man. There were {from eighty te a hundred men then on these islands, and a
quintal of fish was estimated at a guinea., His salary was considered, in his sitnation, as one of the most valuable, at
that time, in New England.”

The following extract {rom the town reeords is the official history of the transactions between the islanders and
their clergymen :

S Manrcu 12T, 1760
“ A genarel free voot past amongst the inhabents to cus [cause] tow men {o go to the Revd, Mr.John Tucke to
hear wether e was willing to take one Quental of fish each man, or to take the price of Quental in onld tenor which
he answered this that he thought it was easer to pay the f{ish than the money whicl he consented to taik the tish for
the year insuing.” “On March y¢ 25, 1771, then their was a meating ealled and it was gurned until the 29rd day

of Apriel.
“Mr, DEEKEN WILLAM MUCHMORLE,
“ Moderator.”

THE EFFEGTS OF WAR.— It is of interest to remark,” says Sabine, “as showing the prosperous condition of 1hese
islands, and the means of edueation in ‘the elden time, that gentlemen of cousideration, of some of the principal
towns on the seacoast, sent their sons there for literary instruction.

“The war of the Revelution produced a disastrons change. It was found by the Whigs that their enemies
extorted articles of sustenance as well as recruits for their serviee, and they ordered the inhabitants to abandon their
liomes. In obedience to the hard mandate, a large proportion removed fo towns on the maiu land, aud never returned.
A single incident that oceurred early in the contest will gerve to illustrate the general sitnation of the islanders
previous to their dispersion: An aged woman, who lived on Star Island, kept two cows, which fed in winter on hay
cut in summer among the rocks with a knife, and with her own hands.  These useful animals were always in exccllent
order, and to her were invalnable. To her great sorrow, though paid for, they were taken by the British and
slaughtered for beef.”™

FISH CURING IN OLD TIMES.—¢ The winter and suniner fish,” eays a writer in the Mass. Historieal Soclety Col-
lcctions in 1502, *‘are, doubtiess, of the same species, They arecnred also in the sime manuer, except that the former,
on aceount of the coldness of the weather, require less sult,  The trouble of taking and curing the winter fishis much
greater than of the summer, because the days are shorter, and thie season unfavorable for drying them. ':I‘]lv l):ﬂid.x"h‘.ps
endured in taking the winter fish are inconceivable by all but cye-witnesses. In summer the dishing is carrvied on
chicfly in the night. .

¢ In the antumn of IR00, thirteen whale-boats, ten owned on Star and three ou Haley's Island, hmon.;_rud to i
islanders. From 1,000 to 1,500 quintals of fish are canght here anpnally ; from 100 to 250 quintals of which are what
is called winter or dun fish. In the winter and spring of 1300, when bait was plenty, and the season til\'«wl'fible, about
300 quintals of winter fish were taken; in 1758, when bait was scarce, and the scason bad, only 80 guintals were

caught. . - .
“The following is the process of making the fish: The fish, in the first place, are thrown from the boats in piles
» N &

on the shore. The cutter then takes them and cuts their throats and rips open their bellies.  In this sIz}r(- he ‘?x:mds
them to the header, who takes ont the entrails (de aching the livers, which are preserved ffn‘ the sake of the ]o‘n they
contain) and breals off their heads. The splitter then takes out the lxauk-pong and splits them cmnp}m«: ¥ ‘npexvl,
and hiands them to the salter, who salts and piles them in bulk, where they lie from ten to twenty hours,' as is most
convenient. The shoremen and the women then wash and spread them on the flakes. ,HOFG they rewmain th(ree 0‘;
four weeks, according to the weather; during which time Fhey are often t}u‘m:d, piled in iag()ts, fmd 1tht‘11 ;I:Z‘t

again, till they are completely cured for the market. The winter or d\}mb fish 'he from tex} to tmjxrt«;n; (~?f§‘s(‘11, 1Lb:
and are very carefully dried, and secured in bad weather. The season for eatching and curing th(ie ish is 1T

Iese

3(oll, Mass. Hist. Soc.

i 's Isles of Shoals, 1873, p. 57.
e it 4Sabine, op. ¢it., p. 114.

28abine, np. cit., p. 114,
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ruary to May, as the weatlier will allow. The haddock aud hake (there is a great resemblance between these fishes)
are caught in summer and fall, during the night. They lie in pickle from twelve to thirty-six hours, and then are
dry salted; after which they are spread upon the flakes ; and, in good weather, their cure is completed in a week. The
tish of all kinds, made on these islands, have the preference in market, and command a higher price. The dumb fish
is consumed chielly in New England, and is considered, by connoissenrs in fish, the best in the world. Its price is
from §6 to $10 a qnintal. The hake is shipped to the West Indies, to Spain, &c. The price at the Shoals is commonly
about %2 a quintal. The spring fish, which is next in quality to the dumb fish, is usually sent to Madeira. The
summer codfish, called Jamaica fish, which goes to the West Indies, is about $3 a quintal.”

Mr. Haley, whoese name one of the islands bears, is mentioned as living in the year 1200, then seventy-six years old.
He had expended a large fortune in many useful works; ameong which was a valuable sea-wall, wharves, wind-mill,
a rope-walk 270 feet long, and salt works, all of which were built before the Revolutionary war. A bake-house,
brewery, and distillery were built in 1783, also a blacksmith and cooper shop. All of these enterprises were going to
decay in the year 1200,

THE FISHING TOWNS OF MASSACHUSETTS.

A general historical review of the fisheries of this State is given above on pages 121 to 131, and incidental refer-
ences have been made to the early fisheries of the several districts and towns. The following data consist largely of
extracts from offieial, State, and town records, and from general and local histories, and for some of the towns are
very complete. The fisheries of Boston and Provincetown are so fully discussed in Part I1I of this section that no
further references are made to them. Many of the Massachusetts ports have in past years been interested in the
whale fishery. The history of that industry will be fully discussed in anotler section of this report.

NEWBURY AND NEWBURYPORT.

EarLy sIsTORY.—~This part of the New England coast was first discovered by the elder Cabot in 1497, and was
visited by Captain Gosnold in 1602 and Martin Pring in 1603. The first regular survey of this portion of the coast was
made by Capt. John Smith in 1614. In 1620 it was granted to Sir Fernando Gorges and others in the name of the
Grand Council of Plymouth, and under this patent was, by royal authority, first called New England. In 1623
another charter from King Charles reconfirmed the patent, with the additional right to exercise powers of government.
In this charter the Merrimac River is mentioned as ‘‘a great river commonlie called Monomack or Merriemack.”

The first regular settlement was made in 1635, although two years previous to this time, on September 3, 1633, the
General Court had granted liberty to John Winthrop, jr.,, to set up a trucking er trading house on the Merrimac
River. At this early date, it is claimed, sturgeon were taken from the Merrimae River and pickled, to be shipped to
England. Until the year 1642 the inhabitants were mostly engaged in farming. The House of Commons passed a
law exempting the exports and inports of New Euglaud frow taxation. Frow that time more attention was paid to
commerce. Fishing in the Merrimac was a regular business at this period. In 16536, quite a large trade having grown
up with the West Indies, the first wharf was built. Vessels arrived with the products of the islands and returned
with cargoes of dry and pickled fish, lumber, and beef. The export of pickled sturgeon had become in 1674 a regular
and profitable business, being taken overland to Boston and also shipped to England. It was frequently exchanged
for West India ram and molasses. A keg of sturgeon was worth from ten to twelve shillings, and ope sale is recorded
of ‘“fifteon kegs of sturgeon for a small cask of rum and a cask of molasses.” This year William Thomas pstitioned
the General Court *‘ that he may be licensed to boyle and sell sturgeon for the counties of Essex and Norfolk, being
aged and incapable of any other subsistence ; but was forstalled and circumvented by others who, by hooke or crooke,
for strong lignor or otherwise, procured the fish from the Indians employed to cateh them by the petitioner.” The peti-
tion was not granted, the river being left free to all withouf any hindrance. A description of Newbary says: ‘At the
meuth of the river Merrimac stands Newbury, pleasantly situated, where abundance of sturgeon are taken, and pickled
after the Manner used in the Baltick.”!

NEWBURYPORT FROM 1764 TO 1805.~-On the 28th of January, 1764, the lower or coast part of the town separated
from the upper part and was incorporated as a town under the name of Newburyport. At this time the population
was 2,282 persons.  S$hipbuilding had for a number of years been the leading business of the port. During the war of
the Revolution this port engaged in privateering, sending out quite a fleet, among which, it is recorded, twenty-two
sail, with over a thousand men, sailed; these were never heard of again. This port and another claim to have sent
the first privateer. During 1766 seventy-two vessels were at one time under constrnction. With the West Indies a
constant and profitable trade had been carried on up to this time. '

The first fishing license on record was given July 15, 1793, to a vessel of 16 tons, The first license to a cod vessel
was given March 20, 1794,

In 1305 a large foreign trade was being carried on; from April 14 to May 14, one month, the citizens imported
goods to the valae of $200,000.

Ny WBURYPORT FISHEKIES, 1806 10 1826.—The fishing vessels aud fiskeries of Newburyport in and for some years
after 1806 are thus discussed : -

! British Empire in America. London, 1741, vol. i, pp. 191, 192.
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“The fishing vessels belonging to this distriet are not owned in the town of Newhuaryport alone, but a portion of
them in the vieinity. In 1806 the number of vessels belonging to the distriet employved in the Labrador fishery was
forty-five, and ten or fifteen more inthe Bay fishery, These vessels averaged twelve men each, and caught in the sea-
son 5,000 quintals of fish each. The mackerel fishery was then very small. The latter branch of our fisheries was
not commenced to any extent until the late war. The first vessel fitted ous in this distriet to earry on the mackerel
tishing for the season was in 1815; but in 1819 the number of vessels sv employed amounted to about thirty, and the
quantity of mackerel caught to abount 15,000 barrels. The number of vessels employed in the year 1825 was seventy-
five, and the quantity of mackerel canght was 24,000 barrels. The average quantity of fish taken in the cod fishery,
by vessels belonging to this distriet, for the last ten years has been about 20,000 quintals, averaging about $50,000 in
value. This business probably employs three hundred men. The sum paid in this distriet for bounties for the year
1825 was $14,998. It bas been already stated that the amount of registered tonnage belouging to this town at present
(1826) was 7,503 tons; of enrolled, 12,99t tons. At former periods the case was reversed, and the tonnage registered
was much greater than the tonnage enrolled. Yrom this it appears that the coasting and fishing buviness of the town
has much increased within a few years, and in proportion as the foreign commerce has diminished. The fishing busi-
ness has proved highly beneficial to the south part of the town and the contignous parts of Newbury, where it is
chiefly carried on. Thig fact is apparent from the evidently improved appearance and increasing prosperity of that
quarter. Much as we have cause to lament the diminution of our foreign trade, still the prosperity of our fisheries,
and of the coastwise trade, is a subject of much greater gratulation.’”

During the winter of 1816-'17 the Mercantile Company of Newburyport was formed for prosecuting the Bank
fishery, The fleet comprised fifty-five schooners, four sloops, and one brig; total, sixty sail, aggregating 2,847 tons.
The largest vessel was 118 tons, and smallest, 8 tons., Although not considered a good year's work, §50,000 was paid
for interest, and 12 per cent. profit, or 18 per cent. on the capital invested. .

In 1817 Newburypert had a fleet of sixty-five veasels in the Lalrador fishery, including sixty schooners, one brig,
and four sloops.

+ In 1823 the fishermen of this port received $15,758.36 us bounty money.

THE MACKEREL FISHERY IN 1829.—On April 17,1829, the first mackerel license was given, aund in 1831 the largest
amount of mackerel ever put up at this port in one year—36,000 barrels—was packed. )

THE WHALE AND FUK-SEAL FISHERIES IN 1833.—A record of 18353 shows that some attention was paid to the whale
fishery, three vessels having been reported to have engaged in it for a few years, but no custom-house records can be
found substantiating that statement. The fur-seal fishery is also mentioned in the history of the port at this time
(1883), but there are few records showing the results of the fishery.

Concerning both whale and fur-seal fisheries the following bears witness:

*“The whaling business at one time promised to become a permanent interest of Newburyport. In 1833 three
ships, the Merrimae, Navy, and Adelive, were engaged in the business, employing a hundred men or more, and the
next year another sbip was added to the little fleet. The first efforts of the several whaling companies were suceess-
ful, but some temporary discouragements arising, the enterprise was abaundoned, and the fortunes which were finally
made in the whale fishery went to build up the prosperity of other towns. The fur-scal fishery was also proseeuted
by citizens of Newburyport for some years, but that has also been abandoned.”

THE FISHING FLEET OF NEWBURYPORT IN 1834 AXD 1835.—In 1834 the shipping iuterest of this port was repre-
sented by 207 sail, engaged in coasting, foreign trade, and fishing; 124 sail were in the latter class, under mackerel or

cod license.
In 1835 the following sail, mostly engaged in the mackerel fishery, were in 1he Newburyport fleet:

; | |
! Number of i
j sail. |
|
I
]

;
i
i
i Tons.
i
! J

15| 637
41| 2,059.49

106 | 8,385.24 |

Mackerel Hoense. .ocveovemiami it
i Cod license ...

This is the largest number under mackerel license for any one year. )

NEWBURYPORT FROM 1840 1o 1851,--The year 1840 is noted as the opening
year 1847 is celebrated by the introduction into Newburyport of the telegraph. ' ' _ .

The list of fishing vessels from the district of Newburyport in 1851 was oﬂimfﬂ]y given at mnety.vessels-, with a
total of 6,012 tous, and employing nine hundred and eighty-five men. The valuation of the vessels with their outlits
was erdimated at §211,900. Ninety of these engaged in the mackerel fishery. ' o eand

The year 1851 is also remembered as one of severs loss, On October 5 the fishing flcet, when ofi Pm{ce Et walr1
Island, was caught in a gale, and eighteen vessels, wi;h more than twenty men, were lost. During this year the
mackerel fleet landed at this port 21,202 inspected barrels. o

In tl:e same year the por:s recei:ied its city charter, having & population of 12,.864. At th:g .11‘me a large p?b odf
the cod-fishing fleet took their fares off the coast of Labrador, from forty to fifty sail annually visiting that coashane
securing their fares with hook and line or seines. The latter were used in the barbor and shallow water near shore,

of the railroad to this port, and the

1 Caleb Cushing: History of Newbnryport. 1820, pp. 5, £6. 2 History of Newburyport. by Mrs. E. Vale Smith, 1834, p. 223.
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at and near Salmon River. As the fish drew off into deep water the hand-line was called into play. In the use of
the seine a small boat was first sent out to look over the ground, a water telescope being used. This was no more
than a small box,some 8 to 10 inches square, with a glass bottom. By putting it below the surface waves or ripple of
the water the bottom could be distinctly secn, and the cod, moving in schools, could be observed if on the fishing
ground. The cod seine was then brought out and thrown around them. The seine was nsnally 100 fathoms long, 55
to 75 feet deep, with mwesh 33 to 34 and 44 to 44 inches. After throwing around the fish the net was pursed up, as in
the mackerel fishery. From 2,000 to 12,000 codfish were taken at a haul. No other fish were caught with them. The
fish were always stall, of an average weight of 4 to 5 pounds each. As a part of the cargo herring were often eanght
in nets 75 fathoms long and 32 to 48 feet deep, with 14 to 24 inch mesh., The herring were canght near Bradore and
Assizes hiarbor.

THE FISHERIES FrOM 1857 10 1860.—In 18357 Newburyport had a mackerel fleet of ninety sail of vessels. The
Cape Ann Advertiser of September 23, 1859, quoting from the Newburyport Herald, says: ¢ The Labrador fishermen
bave done well, The Spring Hill, that arrived on Saturday, bronght 190,000 fish, the largest number ever brought to
this port by one vessel. We believe she also had 200 barrels of herring. Favorable reports are received from the
vessels yet to arrive.”

According to the Cape Ann Advertiser of June 15,1860, the Labrador fleet of Newburyport that year numbered
sixty vessels.

It was stated in the Gloncester Telegraph of January 25, 1860, that Newburyport was at that time heginning te
enter the Georges Bank fishery; a new industry for that port.

THE MACKEREL AND CLAM FISHERIES IN 1870.--Concerning the prospect for the Saint Lawrenece fishery of 1870,
and the Newburyport clam industry, the Gloncester Velegraph for April 20 and June 15, 1870, contained the follow-
ing paragraplhs:

“There will be from twenty-six to thirty schooners sent from Newburyport this season for the bay of Saint
Lawrence. Luast year the number was twenty-six, two of which were lost; but several new ones have been added to
the list, which will increase the number a little. fhe Race Horse, Hattie X, Smith, and a few of the larger-sized
vessels will go this year.”

“The clamming business at Newburyport is quite profitable and inercases every year. During the three months
ending with March 31 abount 7,000 bhuoshels of clams were dug in the Merrimack for the dealers, besides what were
peddled and eaten in the city. The price, at 50 cents a bushel, amounts to $3,500.”

THE FISHERIES IN [#7]1.—A statement in the Cape Ann Advertiser of January 5, 1872, says, concerning the New-
buryport tisheries for 1871 :

“ The fresh fish brought here for the consnmption of the city and country in its vicinity during the past year
has amounted to over L000,000 pounds, valued at $30,000, for which the corsumer has paid more than double this
amount.”

NEWBURYPORT FISHERIES FROM 1872 TO 1876.—The Newburyport Herald of October 8, 1872, says:

¢ Our market at the present time is abundantly supplied with fish in all varieties, which are landed fresh from
the sca every day by tons. On Saturday a large lot of {resh mackerel were brought in by the market boats. Two
codtish were brought in by one of onr fishing boats on Saturday which weighed 80 pounds each. The old fishermen
said they were the largest they had ever seen. One wherry also brought in about 400 pounds of handsome sea bass.”’

The Newluryport Herald of Mareh 12, 1874, says:

“There are twenty-two vessels in this port classed as fishermen, and which, in former years, have made trips
south and in the bay of Saint Lawrence ; five are now engaged in the West Tndia trade and will net return till time
to it ont for bay of Saint Lawrenee, and some four or five other vessels are for sale, The mackerel business has not
been profitahle.”

In 1874 the Newburyport Labrador fleet consisted of two vessels, the Edward Lee and Edward Lameyer.

In 1876 there were one hundred and thirteen arrivals of fishing vessels in Newbuaryport, the product landed being
valned at $125,000. The fishing fleet this year consisted of six baymen, six shore vessels, and two in the Labrador
fishery.

The Labrador cod fleet for five years previous to 1876 was not very sueccessfal, Before 1871 the average fare
was 1,500 to 2,200 quintals of cod, bat iu 1876 the average was ouly about 500 quintals of cod and 200 barrels of her-
ring.

IPSWICH.

SETTLEMENT OF THE TOWN.—In the year 1614 the ground on which the town of Ipswich now stands, was marked
on the chart of Capt. Jobn Smith by the name Agawam, an Indian werd signifying “a place abundantly supplied
with fish.” The same name is, for a similar reason, given to several places along the coast. This name was changed
by King Charles to Southampton. The colonial records of August 4, 16:34, record a second change to its present name,
after the town of Ipswich, England, “in acknowledgment of the great honor and kindness done to sur people, who
took shipping there.”

IpswicH IN 1654.—The following description of the town and of the character of its inhabitants in 1634 appeared
in “Wonder-working Providence,” published in London in 1654 :

‘This Towne is scituated on a faire and delightfull River, whose first rise or spring begins about five and twenty
Miles farther up in the Countrey, issuing forth a very pleasant pond. But soon after it betakes its course through a
most hideous swamp of large extent, even for many Miles, being a great Harbour for Beares: after its coming forth
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this place, it groweth Jarger by the income of many small Rivers, and issues forth in {he Sea, due east over against
the Island of Sholes, a great place of fishing for our English Nation; the peopling of this Towne is by men of good
ranke and quality, mavy of them lLaving the yearly Revenue of large Lands in England before they came to this
Wildernese, but their Estates being imployed for Clrist, and left in banke as you have formerly beard, they are well
content till Christ shall be pleased to restore it againe to them or theirs, which in all reason should be ont of the Pre-
lates Lands in England.  Let all those, whom it concernes (to judge) consider it well, and do Jjustice herein.”

JOSSELYN'S DESCRIPTION 1N 1663, —This town was in 1663 also described by Josselyn:

“The next Town that presents itself to view is Ipswich, situated by a fair River, whose first rise is from a Lalke
or Pond twenty wmile up, betaking its conrse through a hideous Swamp for many miles, a Harbour for Bears, 1t issneth
forth into a large Bay (where they fish for Whales), due East over against 1he Islund of Sholes, a great place of fishing,
the mouth of that River is barr’d.”

ABUNDANCE OF SALMON AND STURGEON.—Concerning the abundance of fish at this pluce in early times and their
comparative scarcity now, Felt has written the following note:

* Animals of this sort were very abundant when Agawam was settled.  Of their number, salmon and buss bave
nearly, and stargeon have entirely, disuppeared from our waters. There were companies, of Matthew Cradock and
others, who eanght large quantities of sturgeon for the European market, in Ipswicl, while it was owned by the
Indians. The sounds of these fish were tmwde into isinglass, Smith remarked of Muassachusetts, ‘ No river whers
there is not plenty of sturgeon or salmon or both, whiclt ave to be had in abundance, observing but their seasons,’”

Fisua WEIRS IN 1635, —The following order was entered on the town records in 1635, with reference to the build-
ing of weirs:

“ Wears, 1635.—Richard Kent is allowed to build another wear on Chebaceo River aud enjoy the profits, John
Perkiny, jr., bad made a wear on the same river, to have the profits of it seven years, beginuing 1636, and to sell
alewives at bs. for 1,600.  He disposes of this place to Mr. Wm. Cogswell.”

FISH USED A8 FERTILIZER IN 1637.—As far back as 1637, at this place, shad and alewives were so used for fertiliz-
ing the soil.  Morion says, ** One thousand of these fish were put inte an acre, which would yield three times more
corp than without them.” This practice was derived from the Indians, and continued until 1639, during which year
the General Court passed a law ‘“that, after June 20, no bass nor cod shall be taken for manure, except their heads
and offul.”

The dogs scem to have caused some trouble by scratching in the fields, and the following amusing town law was
passed May 11, 1644:

“ Ir is ordered that all doggs, for the space of three weeks after the publishinge hereof, shall have one legy tyed
up. If such a dogg should Lreak loose and be found in any cornefield, doing any harme, the owner of the dogg shall pay
the damage. If a man refuse to tye up his dogg’s legg, and he be found scraping up fish in the cornfield the owner
shall pay 125, besides whatever damago the dogg doth.”

TilE cOD FISHERY IN 1641.—In 1642 the cod fishery was prosecuted and it is recorded by Felt that the town raised
a comwitive to dispose of the ¢ Little Neck ” for the advancing of the fishery; that leave was grunted to the fishermen
to inclose this Little Neck, where o fishing-stage had been built; that every boat coming therc was allowed room to
mezke Hs fish, and that the boat’s crew were at liberty to plant an acre of ground.

LOSs OF FISHING VESSELS.—In 1848 there was one ropemaker in the town. Several vessels from Ipswich, during
the summer of this vear, had been fishing at Monhegan, ?

Concerning the fate of one of these boats, Hubbard wrote the following episode: * In October, 164, some shallops
of Ipswich, having been tishing all the suommer at Monhiggin, in their way home intended to put in at Damarills
Cove on a Saturday night, aud three of them got safe into the harbor’s mouth before sundown. They in the fourth
shallop were not willing 1o pot forth their oars till it was very late in the afternoon, when they were becalmed, and
80 it war dark vight before they could reach the harbeor, the entrance of which they missed, and by that means were
overtaken by the surf of the sea und drowned—four Englisbmen and one Indian—and the goods all perished.  Thelr
friends called to them to make haste, but the sluggard j8 wiser in his own eyes than seven meun that can render a
reason.”?

SALT-WORKS AND SHIPBUILDING IN 1652.— Sali-works were established in Ipswich in 1652 aud carried on for
several years, receiving a slight assistance from the town. Six years later shipbuilding was commenced.

IPSWICH FISHERIES FROM 1670 To 1715.—The following facts are compiled from Felt's history of the town:

Permission was given to the fishermen in 1670 1o take wood from the common for needed buildings and fuel.
Each boat’s crew had leave to feed one cow ou the common,

Regarding the building of weirs in 1674, the following grant was made : o )

4 1674.—Nathaniel Rust and Saume! Hunt are permitted to set np a weir about the Falis if it do not hinder the
mill nor passage thereto.” The forn of 4 weir was as follows: “Stone walls were built down the str‘eam til_l they came
in contact at an angle of forty-five degrees. At this angle a cage was placed, composed of hoops with twigs fastened
to thems. The walls condneted the fish down to the cage and thus they were taken in great numbers.”

In 1696 provision was made for the construction of buildings, whieh should benefit the fisheries.

+1696.—Lots are to be laid out at Jefirey’s Neck fur flake-room and stages.” o

The whale fishery created interest a few years later, and on December 10, of the year 1706, Jobn Higginson, of
Salem, wrote to Sym:md Epes, of Ipswich: 1 hear a Tumor of several whales, that are gotten. 1 desire you to send

3 Hubbard's History of New England, p. 532.

1 Felt’'s Hiatery of Ipswich, Essex, and Homilton, 1834, p. 47.
Ibid., pp. 109, 111.
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me word how much we are concerned in them, and what prospect of a voyage. When they have done, I desire you
would take care to secure the boats and utensils belonging to them.”

And in the next year, under date of September 22, Mr. Higginson wrote again about whale-boats and crews at
Ipswich, and remarked : ‘“ We should be in readiness for the noble sport.”

In 1715 a committece of the proprietors met at Jeffrey’s Neck and confirmed to the owners of thirteen fishing boats
the nse of the room ocenpied by these hoats.

THE FISHERIES FROM 1723 10 1758.~In 1723 flats were granted * to set up a house ou to accommodate the fishery.”
The town voted in 1730 that “owners of fishing vessels shall give an account of the crews, to the clerk, on penalty of
20s, for every person’s name omitted.”

In 1747 * a passage had been made through two mill-dams for alewives.”

Douglass?® states that Ipswich had six fishing schooners in 1748, and Felt records the same numher in 1758,

THE CLAM INDUSTRY IN 1763 AND 1771.—In 1763 ‘“ The commoners forbid any more clams to be dug than are neces-
sary for the use of the people of the town and of fishing vessels. They allow one barrel for each of a ¢rew to the
banks, and in proportion for boats in the bay.”

A regulation was passed in 1771, that * owners of vessels are to pay 6d. a barrel. The poor may dig and sell clams
out of town for 2s. a barrel.”

TREATY RIGHTS IN 1782, —Apparently for the averting of some grievance suffered by the people of this town the
following vote was passed Jannary 1,1752: ““The town vote that their Representatives endeavor to have an applica-
tion made to Congress, so that they instruct their Commissioners for peace, to have the right of the United States to
the fishery, an indispensable article of the treaty.”

“# LETTING OUT” THE CLAM FLATS.—With refercnce the ‘“letting out” of the clam flats and sand banks, the fol-
lowing vote was passed in 1780 : **The fown vote to have the clam flats, as well as sand banks which bad been given
them by the commoners, let out, the clams at 1s. a barrel.”

At that time 1,000 barrels were anunually dug at Ipswich, which were sold in Boston and other places for bait, from
$5 1o $6 per barrel.

IPSWICH FISHERIES FROM 1704 T0 1826.—The fishing fleet of Ipswich in 1794 contained fifty-three fishing boats,
the whole tonnage of which was 4,1236.

The necessity for certain conditions for the prosecution of the river fisheries was felt in 1804, as may be learned
from another record, which reads as follows:

¢ 1804.—The fishery of shad and alewives in Mile River is to be regulated.”

The following regulation was enforced in 1825 :

¢“The privilege of catching shad and alewiveos in Ipswich River is let. This privilego is $1 a barrel.”

At that date there were 350 barrels of alewives caught annually, on an average. These were disposed of for the

West India market.
GLOTCCESTER.:

THE SETTLEMENT OF CAPE ANN.—The history of Gloucester as a fishing station dates back to its earliest seftle-
ment by the English. The records of the colenies of Massachusetts Bay and of Plymonth make frequent mention of
the importance of the fisheries of this region.

Cape Ann received its pre~ent name about 1615. It had been called Tragabizanda by Captain Smith, who, in
1614, visited its shores. Some French navigators, under S8amuel de Champlain, who landed on the cape in 1605, called
it Cap aux Isles. There are records of voyages to New England and references to this region prior to the visit of
Champlain, as the celebrated voyage of Gosnold in 1602. It does not appear that any settlement was made at the cape
until 1623, when it became the first home of the Massachusetts Colony, which, a year afterwards, removed to the present
site of Salem.

Hubbard, the early historian of the colonies, gives us the following acconnt of the first settlement of Cape Ann
and its relation to some of the other settlements in Massachusetts Bay: ’

‘¢ Several mariners and persons skilled in navigation (whether employed by others in a way of fishing and trading
or to satisfy their own humors in making further and more exact discoveries of the country is not material) had some
yeurs before looked down into the Massachusetts Bay., The inhabitants of New Plymouth had heard the fame thereofy
and in the first year [1621] r fter their arrival there took an occasion to visit it, gaining some acquaintance with the
natives of the place, in order to future traffic with them, for which purpose something like an habitation was set up
at Nantasket, a place judged the most commodious for such an end. There Mr. Roger Conant, with some few others,
after Mr. Lyford and Mr. Oldham were (for some offense, real or supposed) discharged from having anything more to
do at Plymouth [16243, found a place of retirement and reception for themselves and families, for the space of a yoar
and some few montbs, till a door was opened for them at Cape Anne, a place on the other side of the bay (more con-

! History of North America. London: 1750, p. 537.

2 The following works contain extended references to the fisheries of Gloncester:

History of the Town of Gloucester, Cape Aun, including the town of Rockport. By John J.Babson. Gloucester: Pablished by Proc-
tor Brothers. 1860. 8vo. pp. i-xii, 1-610.

The Fishermen's Memerial and Record Book. By George H. Proctor. Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, Publishers, Cape Ann Advertisel
Office. 1873. 8vo. pp.i-iv, 1-172.

The Fisheries of Gloucester, from the first catch by the English in 1623 to the antennml year 1876. Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, ub-
lishers, Cape Apn Advertiser Office. [1876.] 8vo. pp. 1-88.

The Fishermen's Own Book. Gloucester: Proctor Brothers, Publishers, Cape Ann Advertiser Office. [1882.] 8vo. pp.1-274.

The files of the Gloucester Telegrapb and Cape Ann Advertiser contain many fishery items,
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venient for those that belong to the tribe of Zebulon than for those that chose to dwell in the tents of Issachar), whither
they removed about the year 1625; and after they had made anotber short trial thereof for about a year’s continuance,
they removed a third time, down a little lower towards he bottom of the bay, being invited by the accommodations
which they either saw or hoped to find on the other side of a ereek near by, called Naumkeag, which afiorded a con-
siderable guantity of planting land near adjoining thereto.

“ Here they took up their station, upon a pleasant and fruitful neck of land, environed with an arm of the sea on
each side, in either of which vessels and ships of good burthen might safely anchor. In this place (soon after, Ly a
minister that came with a company of honest placters, called Salem, from that in Psalms Ixxvi, 2) was laid the first
foundation on which the next colonies were built. * * * But the vanishing of all previous attempis did but make
way for the settling the Colony of the Massaclhusetts, and this wus the oceasion thereof.

‘ As some merchants from the west of England had for a long time frequented the parts abeut Munhiggon for the
takiag of fish, &c., so did others, especially those of Dorchester, make the like attempt upon the northern promontory
of the Massachusetts Bay, in probability first discovered by Captain Smith before or in the year 1614, and by him
named Tragabizanda, for the sake of a lady from whom ke received much favor while hie was a prisoner among the
Turks; by whom also the three smallislands at the head of the cape were called the Three Turks Heads. But neither of
them glorying in these Mahometan titles, the promontory willingly eschanged its name for that of Cape Anne, imposed,
as is said, by Captain Mason, and which it retainetl to this day, in honor of onr famous Queen Anne, the roval consort
of King James; and the three other islands are now known by other names,

* Here did the foresaid merchants first evect stages wlhereon to make their fish, and vearly sent their ships thither
for that end for some considerable time, until the fame of the plantation at New Plymouth, with the success thereof,
was spread abroad through all the western parts of Englaud; so far as that it began to revive the hopes of some of
those merchants who had not long before adventured their estates to promote se houorable a design as was the plant-
ing and peoplivg this new world; although finding hitherto but small enconragement that way they were ready to
withdraw their hands.

“On this consideration it was that some merchauts and otlher gentlemen abont Dorchester did, about the vear
1624, at the instigation of Mr, White, the famous preacher of that town, upon a eommon stock, together with those
that were coming to make fish, send sundry other persons in order to the carrying on a plantation at Cape Anne, con-
ceiving that planting on the land might go on equally with fishing on the sea in those parts of America. Mr. John
Tylly and Mr. Thomas Gardener were employed as overseers of that whole business; the first with reference to the
fishing, the other with respect to the planting on the mainland, at least for one year’s time; at the end of which Mr.
White, with the rest of the adventurers, hearing of some religious and well-affected persons that were lately removed
out of New Plymouth out of dislike of their principles of rigid separation, of which number Mr. Roger Conant was
one, a religious, sober, ana prudent gentleman yet surviving about Salem till the year 1680, wherein he furnished his
pilgrimage, having a great hand in all these foreinentioned transactions about Cape Anne—they pitched upon him, the
said Conant, for the managing and government of all their affairs at Cape Anne. The information he had of him was
from one Mr. Conant, & brother of his, and well known to Mr. White; and he was so well satisfied thereiv that he
engaged Mr. Humphrey, the treasurer of the joint adventurers, to write to him in their names, and to signify that they
had chosen him to be their governor in that place, and would commit unto him the charge of all their affairs, as well
fishing as planting. Together with him, likewise, they invited Mr. Lyford, lately dismissed from Plymouth, to be the
minister of the place, and Mr. Oldham, also discharged on the like account from Plymouth, was invited for them to
trade with the Indians. All these three at that time had their dwelling at Nantasket. Mr. Lyford aceepted and came
along with Mr, Conant. Mr. Oldham liked befter to stay where he was for a while and trade for himself, and not
become liable te give an aceount of his gain ot loss. But after a year's experience, the adventurers, perceiving their
design not like to answer their expectations, at least as to any present advantage, threw all up; yot were so civil to
those that were employed under them as to pay them all their wages, and proffcred to trauspert them back whence
they came, if so they desired.”!

WHITE’S ACCOUNT OF THE SETTLEMENT OF CAPE AXNN.—The following additional account of the first settlement
on this Cape is found in a pawphlet entitled ““The Planter's Plea,” published in 1630, by Rev. John White, of
Dorchester, who, with Mr. Humphrey Jackson, were specially interested in the adventure: ]

“About the year 1623 some western merchants, who had continued a trade of fishing for cod and bartefmg f(?l‘
fars in those parts for divers years before, conceiving that s colony planted on the coast might _further tl%em in their
employments, bethought themselves how they might bring that project to effect, and commumcat‘ed their p.ro‘)'ect' to
others, alleging the convenioncy of compassing their project with a small charge, by the opportunity ot.’ their fishing
trade, in which they accustomed to double-man their ships, that by the heip of many hands they mlght. despatch
their voyage and lade their ships with fish while the fishing season lasted, which could not be done \'wtb a bare
sailing company. Now, it was conceived that, the fishing being ended, the spare men that were above them'necessa.ry
sailors, might be loft behind with provisions for a year, and, when the ship rfsturned the next year, tpey Il?lg?]f: assist
them in fishing as they had dene the former year; and, in the mean time, might empl(_Jy themselves in building, az}:d
planting corn, which, with the provisions of fish, fowl, and venison, that th.e land yielded, vrm.uld gﬁ‘ord thgm th e
chief of their food. ‘This proposition of theirs teok so well that it drew on divers persons to join w1tlf them in this
work; the rather because it was conceived that not only their own ﬁshermen., but the ?est of our nation .that went
thither on the same errand, might be much advantaged, not only by fresh thua} which tl_u.mt colon‘y mlgh‘t sp?;e
them in time, but withal, and more, by the benefit of their minister’§ labors, which th«%y might enjoy durymg léf:
fishing season; whereas otherwise, being usually upon these voyages nine or ten months in the year, they were

) Hubbard's Narrative, in Young's Chronicle of the First Planters of Mass. Bay Colony. Boston, 1846, pp. 19-26.
1
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all the while without any means of instruction at all. Compassion towards the fishermen and partly some expectation
of gain, prevailed so far, that, for the planting of a colony in New England, there was raised a stock of more than
£3,000, intended to be paid in five years, but afterwards é"isburse(} in a shorter time.” .

“As the basis of a colony, this use of the spare men, who were necessary while the fishing lasted, but useless in
navigating the ship, must have been a prominent consideration among the indncements to plant in New England.
Indeed, the great churge of double-manning and double-victualing the ships for the fishing voyages to Newfoundland
is mentioned among the inducements as early as 16$0.7¢

TROUBLE ABOUT A FISHING-STAGE.—‘In one of the fishing voyages about the year 1625,” says Hubbard, ‘‘uunder
the charge and command of one Mr. Hewes, employed by some of the West Country merchants, there arose a sharp
contest between the said Hewes and the people of New Plymouth, about a fishing-stage, huiit the year before about
Cape Anne by Plymouth men, but was now, in the absence of the bmuilders, made use of by Mr. Hewes’ company,
which the other, under the conduct of Captain Standish, very cagerly and peremptorily demanded, for the Cémpany
of New Plymouth, having themselves obtained a nseless patent for Cape Anue about the year 1623, sent some of the
ships, which their adventurers employed to trausport passengers, over to them, to make fish there; for which end
they had built a stage there, in the year 1624. The dispute grew to be very hot, and high words passed between
them, which might have ended in blows, if not in blood and slanghter, bad not the prudence and moderation of Mr.
Roger Conant, at that time there present, and Mr. Peirse’s interposition, that lay just by with his ship, timely
prevented. For Mr. Hewes had barricadoed his company with hogsheads on the stage head, while the demandants
stood upon the land, and might easily have been ent off; but the ship’s crew, by advice, promising to help them baild
another the difference was thereby ended.”

CAPE ANN IN 1639.—There are no records to show how soon after the departure of Conant Cape Ann was again
visited by settlers, but it is probable that the place was inhabited and that fishing was carried on in the year 1633.
Oune of the next references we find to the Cape Ann fisheries is the following order passed at ‘‘the Generall Courte,
bhoulden at Boston, the 22th of the 3th Me., 1639,” which reads:—

¢t is ordered, that a fishing plantation shalbee begun at Cape Anne, and that the said M*. Thompson shall have
place assigned for Luilding of houses, & stages, & othier necessaries for that use, & shall have snfficient land alowed
for their occations, both for their fishing & for keeping of cattle, & for corne, &c.; and that such other fishermen as will
joyne in that way of fishing, & inbabite there, shall have such land, & other liberties there, as shalbee needful &
it for theire occations; & and for this end this Court doth give power to M*. Endecott, M*. Humfrey, M*, Winthrope,
Junior, M. Will : Peirece, & Joseph Grafton, or any 3 of them, to set out the said plantation, & all lands & other
accommodations to such as shalbee planted there, & none to bee setled there but by their allowance.”

THE TOWN OF GLOUCESTER, 1642.—The settlement at Cape Ann received its name of Gloucester in the year 1642,
when a minister eame to the place. An early writer says:

“There was another Town and Church of Christ erected in the Mattachuset Government, upon the Northern-
Cape of the Bay, called Cape Aun, a place of fishing, being peopled with Fishermen, till the reverend Mr. Richard
Blindwan came from a place in Plimouth Pattent, called Green-harbor, with sowme few people of his acquaintance, and
setled down with them, named the Town Glocester, and gathered into a Church, being but a small number, about
fifty persous, they called to office this godly reverend man, whose gifts and abilities to handle the word, is not inferiour
to many others, labouring much against the errors of the times, of a sweet, humble, heavenly carriage : This Town lying
out toward the point of the Cape, the access thereunto by Land becomes uneasie, which was the chief cause it was
no more populated : Their fishing trade would be very beneticial, had they men of estates to manage it; yet are they
not without other means of maintenance, having good timber for shipping, and a very sufficient builder, but that
these times of combustion the Seas throughout hath hindered mueh that work, yet have there been vessels bullt here
at this Town of late:”3

THE GROWTH OF THE FISHING INDUSTRY.—Babson’s History of Gloucester says: ‘‘No accounts are preserved o
shiow how long English fishing ships continued to make voyages to the coast of New England ; but it is natural to
conclude that as the country becamo settled the number annually decreased, on account of the reduced expense with
which the business could be carried on by the colonists. In the first settlement of the Maasachusetts colony at Salem,
we tind preparations for fishing; for, in 1629, salt, lines, hooks, knives, boots, and barrels were sent over; and meu-
tion iy made of fishermen among the settlers. As early as 1634, a merchant of the country was fishing with eight
boats at Marblehead ; and the next year Portsmouth had belonging to ber fishing trade six great shallops, five fishing
bouts, with sails, anchors, and cables, and thirteen skiffs. About this time, also, our own shore was the abode of a
few tishermen ; and several settlements were established on the coast of Maine. Of the total product of this branch of
industry in any one year, our only information is derived from Govervor Winthrop, whe says, that in 1641 it was fol-
lowed 50 well that 300,000 dry fish were sent to market.

¢* * % The first notice connecting our settlers with the fishing business is preserved on a loose serap of paper,
which records the judgment given in a case of litigation between tweo of them about a piece of a net, and making
inention of the ‘bote and voyg.’ This was in 1651, about which time Robert Dutch had a ‘stage’ at Stage Neck, in
Squam. In 1662 Peter Duncan settled in the town, and carried on a swall trade at the Point in the harbor, where it
is supposed that Mr. Thompson erected s building or a frame for the purposes of his fishery, in 1639. He is the only
one of our early settlers styled a merchant. At this time not more than fifteen men are known to have resided in that
part of the town. Sowe of these probably were fishermen. One of themn, in 1663, agreed to pay a debt of fifty pounds
in ¢ good merchantable fish and mackerel.””

1Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc,, xxviii, p. 98. 3Records of Massachusetts, vol. i, page 256. * Wonder-working Providence, Lonrdon: 1854, p. 160.
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GLOUCESTER 4T THE BUGINNING OF TIIE EIGHTEENTI CENTURY.—In 1700 the number of inLabitants was seven
hundred, who were mostly engaged in agricultural pursuits, the fislieries being carried on by people from otlier set-
tlements. About this time commenced a season of activity in ship-building. A number of ships and brigantines were
built for merchants in Boston, and several vessels were also built for use in the shore fisheries off Gloncester. 1Tn 1713
a vessel with new rig was built at Gloucester aud called a schooner from a remark made at the launehing, “Oh, how
she scoons!” The builder, Mr. Robinson, at once said, ““A scocner let her be,” and that name has ever since attached
to this class of vessels.

CAre ANN FISHERMEN VISIT CAPE SABLE.—‘“The hostility of the French and Indians,” says Babson, “along the
whole eastern coast, as far as Cape S8able, had for nany years rendered the pursait of this business in that quarter
one of great danger. A few vessels, however, visited that coast from Salem and other places, bat Gloncester fisher-
men do not appear to have repaired thither till about the time of the conquest of Nova Scotia by the English in 1710,
That auspicicus event did not secare them from molestation, for Rev, John White, of our e¢hurch, writing in 1711,
says: ‘The esemy make fearful depredations upon our poor fishermen at Cape Sable'; and two years afterward three
men were taken from two of our sloops that were fishing there.  Another hazard attended the fishery from which no
human eare can afford certain protection. This was early experienced by onr fishermen, and the havoe of their ¢lass
by storms, whiel has since so often shrouded the town in mourning, imparis a melancholy interest to neariy every
period of our history. The first loss by shipwreck we bave recorded is that of a new schooper while on a fishing vey-
age at Sable Island, in 1716, In October, the next year, four of a fleet of seven were lost on the passage from 1 he tish-
ing grounds, and to these were added, in 1722, another at Sable Island, involving, in each case. the loss of all the
crew.”

SJROWTIL OF THE FISHERIFS, 1722 10 1741.—“The history of our fishery,” continues Babron, ¢ from this time to
the Revolutiorary War, for want of partieular information concerning it, may be brietly related. The vessels with
which the business was first earried on were the sloops built in the town. A few schooners were added about 1720,
of which class it is probable that the ‘old bankers,’ of recent times, were near)y exact representations. Between 1720
and 1730 as many vessels appear to have been fitted out from Squam River as from the harbor, bur afrer the Jast date
the preponderance was certainly with the latter place, where if has sinee remained.  An account of those of Nathaniel
Parsous has been given on a previous page. His was the largest business of his time of which we have any knowl-
edge, Next to bim and a few years Jater we find that Elias Davis wus a merchant of the most extensive and suc-
cesaful trade, leaving at his death in 1734 six schooners, a wharf, and fishing-room at Canso, and a large amount of
other property.

“In 1741 we leatn that above seventy fishing vessels belonged to the town: but the condition of the business here
at that tiwe, as reported by Rev. Jolin White, was not such as another authority? states it to have been in the Colony
generally, nor does it appear to bave been prosperous for any eonsiderable time during the nest fwenty years. In-
deed, it is a matter of wonder that the discouragements of that period did not cause a total abandonment of the busi-
ness. But, notwithstanding the wars between France and England, and the consequent annoyance and occasional
capture of onr vessels by the cruisers of the enemy, and tie demand for men for the provincial armies and for the
naval service, the fishery was still pursned. The truth is, it had now become the basis of a profitable foreizn trude,
for the maintenance of which the merchants of the town would willingly enconnter great risks, and could eveun atford
to bear considerable losses.

CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES FROM 1763 10 1770.—According to Babson, * the peace of 1763 seenred to onr futhers
unmolested nse of the fishing gronnds, and from this time to the Revolution they carried on the business with encrgy
and suceess, though a terrible disaster [nine vessels with their crews were lost in 17667, which inflicted a heavy blow
upon the town, ocenrred in the meantime.,  We know nothing of the relative importance of the bank and shore fish-
erics during this period; but it sverns that the latter were alwost wholly contined to Sandy Bay and the cove on the
outside of the cape, while the chief seat of the former was at the harbor. Neither ean we ascertain the number of
vessels and boats engaged in the husiness in any year except the Jast of the term here embraced.  That empleyed in
the bank fisbery must bave been quite large, for nineteen schooners, is we have seen, sailed at one time jn the futal
vear of 1766. An ‘estimate of the number of fishing vessels from Massachusetts’ before the war, supposed to have
heen made by a merchant of the town several years after that event, gives seventy-five as helonging to Gloncester,
agreeing nearly with the number stated by our selectmen in 1779 to have been owned here in 1775, which was eighty,
of an aggregate burthen of 4,000 tons. The average value of these vessels, we learn from another source, was about
£300. The same estimate says that there were owned at Sandy Bay seventy Toats, which landed 160 guintals of fish
cach; but this evidently exaggerates.

“ Of the fisheries of Massachnsetts for any period, from the beginuing to the present time, we lack tull reliable
statistics, The earliest table I have seen is one of the cod fishery, * from the year 1765 to 17737 That gives, in rela-
tion to the Gloncesier fisheries, ¢ vessels annmally employed, 1463 tonnage, §,530; number of men, ¥=d;?
tion, withont doubt, in each case. In a covenant for mmtual inserance of the bankers in 1774, forty-five schooners
are entered; but those of Daniel Pearce and Winthrop Sargent, two principal merchants of the town, and of others

SRS R NL L iy

! Hon. L. Sabine, in bis Report on the American Fisheries, p. 151, Mr. White’s acconnt is contained in a letter to the Governor and
Council in relation to a call upon the town for aid to the sufferers by a great fire in Chiarleston, 8.C., as fullgws: .

“ Almost our whole dcpendence, under God, is upon our navigation and fishery ; and onr other Navigatien on our Yh.ﬂm,t o amd that bus
so far failed by reasan of ye smallness of ye price of fish, and ye dearnoss of salt, bread, and eraft, 1!}11(, of above seventy fishing VCSSCIﬁAﬂ‘K‘I(jf
are fow, if any, abova ten in that business. Our people are scattered abroad in the world to get their bread: many ]Il't‘ﬁﬂf’d, 1.11:111_\" serving as
volunteers in his majesty’s service; and the cry of many {ur necessaries is very affecting And we have had three eontributions for ye relief
of the poor the last v\'em'uin,our congregation, and other Families are very pressing for reliefl”
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owning uvnc or two vessels each, were not put in; cnongh in all 1o make np the eighty mentioned as belonging here
in 1775, The number of our fishing-boats at that time cannot be ascertained; but, on the authority of the sélectmen
for 1779, 1 can state that, ‘in forcign merchantmen, coasters, and fishing-boats,” we had 1,000 tons. I suppose that
about one-half of this tonnage was in fishing-boats, averaging, as they did a few years later, 12 tonseach, and making
the whole number about forty. Tu that case we should have the aggregate of one hundred and twenty fishing-vessels
belonging to the town in 1775, of the total burthen of 4,500 tons. The schooners probably carried an average number
of six men each, and the boats two, making the whole number of fishermen five hundred. Nearly all the fishermen
svho sailed from the town at that time belonged to it; and when we consider that our list of polls then numbered but
1,053, we see at once that the number of men employed in the fisheries here, given in the table above mentioned, must
be exaggerated. [Pitkin gives the quantity of fish exported from Gloucester just prior to the Revolutionary War at
77,500 gunintals.] .

PROFITS TO THE FISHERMEN.—‘ The business yielded a seanty support to the fishermen; and, as a class, they
wwere poor, though then, as in a more recent period of our history, acecording to the natural course of things, the mer-
chants who earried it on with most success were men who had themselves served an apprenticeship at the hook and
line. No means exist for ascertaining the average annual earnings of these men before the war; but the accounts of
2 single vessel for 1773 are preserved, and show the product of her two trips te the Banks to have been 550 quintals of
fish, which sold for £302. After deducting a few small expenses, one-half of this snin belonged to the fishermeu.
Supposing their namber to have been six; we can see that the amount received by each was bat a small sum for the
payment of his proportion of the provisions for the voyage and tbe support of his family at home.

“In these fishing voyages it was the custom for the men to go, as it was called, ‘on their own hook.” An account
was kept of the fish caught by each man, and at the end of the voyage the proceeds were distributed accordingly.
The following account of a season’s work by one crew on the Grand Banks a hundred years ago may possess interest
for modern fishermen : Account of fish taken on board the schooner Abagail, Capt. Paul Hughes, in three fares to the
Grand Banks in 1757. She sailed on the first fare May 16, and fished twenty-three days; on the second fare July 13,
and fished twonty days; on the third fare September 22, and fished twenty-four days. She left the Banks on the last
fare November 5.
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“The largest number taken in one day was 1886, on June 1, .

THE FISHERIES INTERKRUPTED BY WAR.—¢ The revolutionary crisis approached, and the commerce and fishing of -
the town could be no longer pursued, A great majority of the people—comprising the mercbants, mechanics, fisher-
anen, and sailors, who depended upon the maritime business of the place for a livelibood—could find no employment
in their regular pursuits, and were the more eager, therefore, to prove the sincerity of their declaration, that they
would defend their liberties at the expense of all that was dear to them. At the commencement of the Revolutionary
War eight schooners and a large number of Chebacco boats were engaged in the fisheries of Gloucester, The schooners
swere employed in distant grounds, and were therefore, during the war, useless for the business in which they had
been engaged. Several were converted into privateers, a few rotted at the wharves, and some were preserved till
peace again made it safe to resort to the ‘Banks.,” One of them, of 55 tons, survived every accident, to be registered
in 1700, at the venerable age of twenty-two, in the foreign commerce of the town. No means exist for ascertaining
bow many vessels engaged in the Bank fishery immediately npon the return of peace. -One statement says that 60
were employed in it in 1782 and 50 in 1789.  Another, in giving an account of tish canght by vessels from the town in
the fall of the last-named year, shows that 44 vessels took 426,700 fish,-and that 15 of these vessels belonged to Eben
Parsons and Dauniel Sargent, two merchants of Doston. 8even more belonged to each of the two principal merchants
of Gloucester, David Pearce and Daniel Rogers. Concerning this revival of the fishery, it may be further stated that
the custom-house records shiow the enrollment between October 2, 1789, and September 10, 1790, of 1 brig, 16 sloops,
aund 40 schooners, of an aggregate bnrthen of 3,108 tons. Some of the ‘Bankers’ made three trips in a season, and, it
remarkably fortunate, landed from all, together, as many as 40,000 fish ; but all the traditions of the business report that
the average earnings of the fishermen were 8o small that they were kept in a condition of poverty. It isnot surprising,
therefore, that the number of vessels engaged in it decreased from year to year till 1804, when we find that only 8 of
more than 30 tons burthen were engaged in the Gloucester fisheries. This small number had probably dwindled to
less in 1819, when an effort was made to put new vigor inte the business by the establishment of a corporation to
carry it on. In that year the Gloncester Fishing Company, with an authoerized capital of $50,000, went into operation.
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They built 6 schooners, and with visions, perhaps, of a renewnl of the ante-revolutionary prosperity of the town, com-
menced by giving their vessels names having initial letters in alphabetical order.

““The Amity, Borneo, Crescent, and Diligent were of the old model, deemed best for the Grand Bank fishery, and
were employed in that, while the Economy and Favorite were built according to a modern style, and sent in pursuait
of cod and mackerel on our own coast. The bounty act passed by Congress in 1319, or the anticipation of that act,
may have added stimulns to this projeet; but a business which private capital avoided conld hardly be expected to
yield profit, even to the Dest corporation management, and accordingly, in the third year, this enterprise came to an
end, with a loss of all the interest on the capital and a portion of the capital itself. Since this period it is probable a
year in which no vessel has gone to the Grand Bank {from Gloucester hias sometimes passed, and not even the high price
of cod in recent years [ written in 18597 has temnpted many of our people to send their vessels to that fishing ground.

THE INSHORE FISHERIES FROM 1792 TO 1828 —*“ The shore fisherv of Gloucester had risen to some importance before
the Revolution, and upon the return of peace the enterprise of the people was again directed to this pursuit, to which
some encouragement was given by early acts of the General Government. In 1792, 123 Chebacco hoats, measuring
in the aggregate 1,549 tons, were engaged in it. These Leats resorted to the ledges and shoal grounds near the coasr,
where they found, at differcnt seasons, cod, hake, and polock, and pursned their fishery with such success that in
twelve years from the Jast-named date the number of boats engaged in it had increased to about 200, wlile the ton-
nage had pearly doubled. At this time the boat fishing was chiefly carried on at Sandy Bay and the other coves on
the ontside of the cape; but the advantage of a good harbor for their large boats drew a few of the people away from
these localities to settle on Eastern Point soon after 1800. The business, however, was not profitable enough, even
with additional encouragement from the General Governinent, to attract many new adventurers, or even to stimulate
much the enterprise of the old ones, and it had a slow growth for the next quarter of a century, the annual average
increase of tonnage during that time having been only about 125 tons. At the end of this period (in 1228) the whole
number of vessels upward of 20 tons engaged in the Gloucester fisheries was 154, measuring 5,800 tous, to which are
to be added about 40 boats, of an average burden of 15 tons. The total aunual product of the cod fishery of the town
at thiy time is said to have been about 60,000 quintals.”

GLOUCESTER FISHERIES IN 1321, 1827, AND 1829.—In 1821 the George's cod fishery hegan, and at the same time the
fishery for mackerel from Gloucester began to assume considerable importance.

In 1527, according to a statement in the Gloucester Telegraph of February 9, 1328, the produets of the fisheries of
this port were 66,132 quintals of fish, 27,225 barrels of mackerel, and 2,204 barrels of oil,

‘ The eondition of the fisheries in 1829 is told in an article iu the Gloucester Telegraph of that year, which says:

«There are now buat few vessels employed in the cod fishery from this place, as the business of late has been no
source of profit to owners, owing to foreign competition and higher rates of bounty or depression in trade. When our
vessels conld proceed from the fishing grounds with a fare to some foreign port, and there receive o full cargo of sugars,
wines, &c., it was an inducement for many to engage iu the business, becanse snch a cargo yielded an immense profit
om ifs return to the owners and erews. The ports of Lisbon and Bilbea were the markets which generally received
our staple conmmodity, bnt the trade to those places has long since ceased.  The mackerel fishing is now about all that
is pursued from this port and ethers on the seaboard of Massachusetts and Maine, with the exception of Marblehead,
from whenoce about filty vessels, averaging 60 tons eacl, bave been fitied ont the present scason for the Grand Bank
tishery.”

THE GLOUGESTER FISHERIES IN 1830 axD 1837 —In 1830 the George's halibnt fishery commenced, and about the same
year mackerel trips were first made to the Bay of Saint Lawrence. The shore fisheries at this time were also of con-
gideralle importance. The year 1331 is famous for the great abundance of mackerel off the coast of New England.

In 1837 the assessors of the town gave the following facts concerning the fisheries for that year: “Vessels employed
in the cod aud mackerel fisheries, 221; tonnage of same, 9,824; codfish canght, 5o, 181 quintals value of same, $186,516;
mackerel canght, 43,934 barrels; value of same, £335,560; salt used in the cod and wackerel fisheries, 113,760 Dushels;
hands employed, 1,580; capital invested, $349,000.”

THE COD FISHERY 1N 1844.—From the records of the eollector of the port at that time we find that the cod fisheries
of Gloucester for the year 1844 employed 1,210 men and prodnced 86.310 quintals of fish, The amount of bounty paid
March 31, 1843, was $36,423.50. ) .

A list of the names of cod-fishing vessels belonging to Gloncester in the year 1244 is preserved in ihe enstom-Louse
records. Tt gives the following facts concerning the fleet in that year:

1 ' | Time employed.
"Nnmber.! Tons. — -
Months. : Days.

Vessels 0ver 20 toBS covarvennnnneraens 189 | 1,430 15
Vessels under 20 tons. ccoooooiiniiien 60 |
L Y S 249

Tig FISHING FLEET IN 1846.—In the Gloucester Telegrapl of Japuary 1, 1846, is puhlishsd 2 list of vessels thgu
owned in the district. The list includes 161 schooners, 55 boats, and 1 sloep, :fggreg:il_infg 8,363.70 tons, ez_nploye;l' in
the fisheries, and 1 ship, 11 brigs, 80 schooners, 21 sloops, and 3 boav}‘s, aggregating 8,075.13 tons, eniplog;:(cztlxnh]cloas :neg
and foreign trade. The same paper says: * Under the liead of fishing vessels are placed the names of 161 schooners.



092 GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES.

This is not the whole number of vessels that have been employed in fishing the past season, for many, after the fishing
season is over, take ont coasting licenses. At one time there were at least 220 schooners in the business, employing, at
the lowest caleulation, upwards of 1,700 men, and the 58 boats at least 150 more, making, in round numbers, 1,850 men
employed in fishing. The whole number of vessels that have received bounty for the last year's fishing was 242, and
the amount of bounty paid abont $37,500. Many of the vessels placed under the head of coasting have been employed
in fishing dnring the season, and have drawn bounty; others have been employed in fishing for only a few weeks.
A large nnmber of those under the head of fishing came into the district after the fishing season commenced, and con-
sequently drew no bounty.”

EXTENT OF THE FISHERIES IN 1347.—In 1847, according to a reliable statement prepared by Mr. Addison Winter
and pablished in Babson's History of Gloucester, the extent of the fishery industry of the town for that year, exclu-
sive of ““swinter wherry fishing,” was as follows: Whole number of vessels, 287, measuring 12,354 tons, employing 1,681
men and 1385 beys; 28 of these vessels were under 10 tons burden, 27 between 10 and 20 tons, 29 between 20 and 30
tons, 42 between 30 and 40 tons, 26 between 40 and 50 tons, 49 between L0 and 60 tons, 73 between 60 and 70 tons, and
13 over 70 tons; the product of the fisheries was 7,088,376 pounds codfish, valued at $181,703; 3,379,776 pounds hali-
but, §70,761; 735,506 pounds hake, §12,174; 919,183 pounds pollock, $16,566; 49,779 barrels mackerel, $290,045; 337
half-barrels tongues and sounds, $1,873; and 39,520 gallons of oil, §16,232; total value of products, §589,354.

GLOUCESTER FISHERY STATISTICS FOR 1834.—The selectmen of Gloucester made a report of the prineipal indus-
tries of the town for the year 1854, which was published in the Gloucester Telegraph Octeber 24, 1855. In this report
we find the following items relating to the fisheries: Number of vessels in the cod and mackerel fisheries, 282, meas-
uring 19,374 tons; barrels of mackerel, 43,201, valued at $383,809; quintals of cod, 97,9530, valued at $293,650; value
of cod-liver oil, $1,029; valne of salt consumed, $160,000+ capital invested in fisheries, $989,250 ; number of persons
employed in fisheries, 2,820 ; quantity of halibut smoked, 210 tons, valned at $25,000; quantity of fish-¢cil made, 23,700
gallons, valued at $13,035 ; 3 marine railways, with §37,000 capital and employing 8 men ; 6,500 tons of ice cut, valoed
at $15,000; capital in net and seine factories, $56,000, hands employed, 25; 2,500 fish barrels made, valued at $1,700,
and 800 fish casks, valned at 81,800; 6 sail-lofts, with $40,400 capital and employing 54 men made 1,270 sails, valned
at §95,250; $3,000 invested in 4 mast and spar yards; 2 boat makers, with 1,400 invested and employing 4 men, made
102 boats; capital in ship-yards, $10,500; hands employed, 37; vessels launched, 7, measuring 605 tous.

FISOERY STATISTICS FOR 1839.—The following statement, taken from Babson’s History of Gloucester, shows the
condition of the fisheries in 1859: ¢The whole number of schooners, 20 tons and npwards, belonging to Gloncester
Harbor in July, 1859, was three hundred and twenty-two, measuring in the aggregate 23,882 tons. Of this number
three hundred and ene, manned by three thousand four hundred and thirty-four men and one hnndred and thirty-four
boys, were employed in fishing. So much we learn from a statement published in the Gloncester Telegraph. The
product of the fishery for that year, as nearly as can be ascertained, is here given:

{

i i ! 1
; | Quanutity. ’ Value. , |
i ! !
1 ? i |
I Mackerel Looocii i barrels. .} 59, 6643 $705, 833 |
1 OO eneeeniiiaaiiecii i veeianaeao. . qUintals..| 114, 047 416,271 |
I 2 2 Y110 L SRS pounds..i 4,500,000 | 133, 000 .
I 0 U bazrels. .| 1,400 | 19, 600

T U o G 1,276,704 |

%

“If to this aggregate we add the product of the herring voyages to Newfoundiand and that of the business carried
on at Squam and Lane's Cove, not included in the above items, we shall find the total product of the fisheries of
Gloueester for 1~59 not less than $1,400,000. The quantity of halibut given is an estimate founded upon information
obtained from persons in the business, and is believed to be under rather than over estimated. The number of pounds
of this fish sold in town last year to be dried and smoked is known to have been about a million and a half.”

CENSUS STATISTICS IN 1865—The census report of Massachusetts for the year 1865 gives the following items con-
eerning the fisheries of Gloucester: Number of vessels, 358; tonnage of vessels, 25,670 ; value of products, §3,319,458;
value of salt consumed, $237,275. .

STATISTICS FOR 1860.—In the reportof the town clerk for the year 1869 we find that the whole number of schoon-
ers and boats fitted out for fishing that year was 431; 32 vessels made trips to Newfoundland for fresh herring, and 8 to
Newfoundland and elsewhere for salt herring ; 120 made trips in the Grand Bauk cod fishery; 272 in the George’s Bank
cod and halibut fishery; 194 in the Bay of Baint Lawrence mackerel fishery; and 151 in the shore mackerel fishery;
the estimated product of the fisheries, ip fish, oil, and manure, was $3,242,250.

THE FOREIGN COMMERCE OF GLOUCESTER FROM 1783 TO 1859.—*“The foreign commerce of Gloucester,” writes Mr.
Babson, “ which before the Revolutionary war was of no great extent, rose, after the peace, to be of considerable
importance. lu 1780 upwardsof forty ships, brigs, schooners, and sloops were employed in it; and during the twenty
vears succeeding, vessels belonging to the town visited most of the principal ports in Europe and the West Indies,
and a few made voyages beyond the Cape of Good ope. One of these engaged in the latier (ihe Winthrop and
Mary) was owned by an association of merchants called the India Company. 8he was of about 100 tons burden,
originally a schooner, but wasaltered to a ship, and properly manned and armed to suit the dignity of the Indiatrade.
Having made two voyages safely to Calcutta, she was next sent to Sumatra, but was never heard from after leaving
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that island on ber bomeward passage. This ocenrred about 1800, The Bilboa trade was also resumed by our mer-
chants after the war. The tirst vessel that ever left Massachusetts Bay with a cargo of fish for a European market
wus the ship Lelonging to the Dorchester Company, which sailed from Cape Ann Harbor for Spain in 1623, as stated
in a previous chapter of this book; but of the great trade in that arvicle of which that voyage was the commencement
we know little more than the beginning and the end. In 1767 there were sent to Bilboa {from the poris of Essex
County as many as 51,000 quintals of fish, of which quantity Gloucester, without doubt, furnished a counsiderable
portion. The merchants of the town finally abandoned the trade soon after the beginuing of the present century,
chiefly, it is said, in consequence of diseriminating duties at that port in favoer of the fish of other countries. The
interrnption of the husiness of Franee, oecasioned by the revolution in that nation, opened for a short season a profit-
able market for American {ish, of which some of the Gloueester merchauts took advantage. One schooner, fitted out
from the town in 1793, went to the Grand Bank and took 21,000 fish, with which sbe sailed to Nantes, but, upon arrjv-
ing on the coast, was ordered to Belle Isle, where the fish were sold i a green state at a half exown apiece, producing
over 10,000 crowns. This was a rare case of course, and, as might be expected, the business was soon overdone, and
finally, upon the resumption of the French fisheries, ubandoned altogether.

“The peace in 1733 also enabled the merchauts of Gloucester to pursue the West India trade again for several
years without interruption. A considerable portion of this trade—that carried on with the Frencl islunds—finally
“ceased to be profitable in consequence of the large bounty by whick the lmportation of Freneh fish was encouraged,
and before 1830 was totally abandoned by the werchuuts of the towu.  About the same time the unimportant commerce
carried on with some of the other islands was also given up, and Gloucester turned attention to ihe bome market.
which began then to be opened, and which it has ever since found to afford the best customers for its staple products,
It a particular aceount of onr West India trade should ever he written, one incident of it possessing interest in these
days of huge sh psand a vast commerce will comimand the attention of the historian. Thix was the fitting out, during
the embargo preceding the last war with Great Britain, of several of the small tishing-boats of the town on voyages
to the West Indies. One of these boats was of 13 tous burden, and the largest was not mere than 200 The act was
unlawful, and they departed, of eourse, by stealth. The fish which they carried were sold at higl prices, and the
boals were disposed of without great loss, thoagh the master of one ventured home with a cargo of coflee, which he
landed at Squawm in the night, and before morning was again out to sea to set bis boat adrift in Massachusetts Bay,
where he was finally picked up.

“The only branch of foreign commerce whick has been steadily pursued by merchunts of Gloucester fur a long
course of years is that carried on with Parawaribo, or, as it is usually called here, Surinam, the capital of Duteh
Guiana. Boston vessels traded to Surinam as early as 1713, for two arrived at the former port {rom that place in one
week of that year; but it is not kuown that any Gloucester vessel engaged in the trade till about 13790, when, it is
said, Colouel Pearce sent a vessel there. The chief article of export is Liake, supplied in part by Maine fishermen,
though otlier provisions, as beef, pork, lard, lams, avd flour, are sent in large quantities. The recurn cargoes eonsist
almost wholly of molasses aud sugar, but some coffee and cocon are also hrought. TUnder the stimulus of the very
Ligh prices of sugar and melasses in 1827 the trade of Gloucester with Surinam for that vear probably exceeded in
amounnt that of the whole foreign commerce of the town in any previous year of its histery.

“The commerce of Gloucester began with the shipment of wood to Boston, a business which, in course of time,
compelled the people of the town to seck their own supply ahroad. This, according to the lapse of years, they
obtained from places more and more remote, till at last they came to depend on Nova Scotia for this essential article.
The wood-coasters of that provinee begau to come to Glowcester about twenty years ago. The vessels were then of
no greater average burden than 40 tons, but the size bas inereased with the grewth of the business, and has now
veached an averago of 75. The namber of arrivals of foreign vessels, nearly all of which were these weod-coasters,
was, in 1859, one hundred and forty-two. Before the reciprocity treaty with Great Britain these vesscls generally took
home specie, but since that happy event they have carried provisions and other articles from the well-supplied stores
of the town.”

ESSEX.

THE GROWTH OF THE FISHERIES.—The early history of this town is included in that of Ipswich, of which it
formed a part until 1519, when it became known under its present name. The foﬂowiqg historical facts are recorded
in the History of Essex by Crowell & Choate, 1865, and in Felt's History of Ipswich, 1334:

¢ In 1732 the fishery was successfully carried on here, and in the center of the torn.  The towu, by a vote passed
the year before, required the names of all the crews of fishing vessels in the town to be entered with the town clerk,
on penalty of £20 for every omission.” ) ) .

“In 1770 fishing was much encouraged among us. From tweniy-five to thirty Chchfmco boats, with two men an<
a boy in each, went to Damaris Cove and brought their fish ashore here to be cured. Fish ila'kns were to be found on
Hog Island, on Warehouse Island at the north end, on Thompson’s Island, and at Clay Point.” -

“About 1804 forty sail of boats were engaged in the fishery on the eastern shore; a few were employed in the
Bank fishery. The fishing business diminished as ship-building increased and was found more profitable. The
former was mostly discontinued about 1821.” ) ) e nacimabo

“In 1820 a company became ineorperated for having a canal from Ipswich to Essex. “It was m‘?‘( ( D'l\lli,'l c
enrly in 1821, TIts length is about half a mile. It commences at Fox Creek and runs to'()hcbacco Riv 811) .fosl
near §1,100. This stock is divided into twenty-seven shares, of $40 vach, aud pays nemjly 6 per cent. on t e nn;’{nj:
amount. As an inlet to Essex fromm Merrimack River for ship timber (fishing vessels at Essex), it has kept this article
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down lower than it would be had dependence been placed solely in what the vicinity weuld snpply. Prices of freight
through this canal: Oak timber, 17 cents, and pine, 14 cents a ton. Oak sawn stuff of an inch thick, 40 eents M, and
of other thicknesses in proportion.” :

“Thirty years since [written in 18341, forty sail of boats from this place were engaged in the fishery on the
eastern shore; a few were employed in the Bank fishery. 7The fishing business diminished as ship-building increased
and was found more profitable. It was mostly discontinued twelve vears ago. Nine hundred barrels of clams are
dug here annually, The persons by whom they are obtained sell them, exclusive of barrels and salt, from §2.50 to
23, . Snch bait was formerly vended at Marblehead, and now in Boston for the prices mentioned with reference to
Ipswich.”

“ For the last twenty years [written in 18657 about fifty men and boys bave been employed, chiefly in the spring
and fall, in digging eclams for fishing-bait. For this purpose, the clam-flats in cach town are, by law, free to all its
residents, and to no others. Iive bushels of clams in the shell, if is nsually reckoned, make one bushel of ‘meats’;
about two and a half bushels of the latter are put into each barrel, and tbis quantity an able-bodied man can dig in
three tides. One bushel of dry salt is used for each burrel. During this period of twenty years, about 2,000 barrels
of clams have been dug yearly, on an average, and sold at an average price of #6 per barrel. Deducting for the cost
of the barrel §1, and of the salt for it 75 cents, the sum of $4.75 per barrel or §3,500 per year has been earned in this
business. The bait is marketed chiefly in Gloucester.”

The Gloucester Telegraph, of October 18, 1865, states that ‘‘the fishing business of Essex is represented by seventy
men, who secured during the past season 18,000 bushels of clams, netting 812,000, Capital invested, $400.” The
census of Massachnsetts for 1375 gives the following figures for Essex: ¢ Clam-diggers, 9; fishermen, 6; ship carpenters,
122; spar-makers, 6.”

BEVERLY.

THE FISHERIES OF BEVERLY FROM 1832 To 1845.—Mr. John Pickett, who has been engaged in the fishing business
at this place from 1832 to the present time, informs us that the home fleet in 1832 consisted of from forty to forty-five
sail.

The Salem Observer of June, 1833, stated that in that year there were in Beverly fifty-eight fishing vessels,
emloying three hundred men. The tounage aggregated over 3,000 tons and the rate of bounty was $4 to the ton.

The Gloucester Telegraph of Jaunuary 24, 1845, gives the following acconnt of the fisheries of Beverly for the year
1844: “Twenty-three schooners, making one fare each, and twenty-five scliooncrs, making two fares each—aggregate,
forty-six schooners, 3,356 tons—brought in 30,000 guintals fish, worth $67,333, and 3133 barrels of oil, worth $4,622.
The bounty was $13,630. Besides the home fleet, twenty-three schooners belonging to other ports breught in 12,494
quintals fish and 179 barrels of oil, and paid $2,000 for curing their cateh.”

The following extract from the Gloucester Telegraph of January 21, 1746, shows the amount of income from the
fisheries at Beverly for the year 1845:

Codfish eaunght, 26,982 quintals, at $2.40. ..o Lol e 64,756 B0
Cod 01l, 233 DArrels, at 814,00 . it et et e et et e e 5,444 00
Amount of bounty paid by gOVEernment . ... .conoour it ioiiin e i 12,914 00
Tongues aud sounds, 420 barrels, at $5.50 .. L. o orl cviet i e 2 310 00

S 7S D 85, 424 B0
Nuwber of vessels emuployed in the fisheries in the year 1845 . . ... ... ... 42
Number of hogsheads of salt expended ... .. i 3,500
Number of hands emploved . ... . ... el 350

CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES ¥FROM 1350 TO 1869.—~The fishing business prospered and increased up to 1850, when
it numbered seventy-five sail; employing 1,200 to 1,400 men, nearly all of whom were of New England birth., Vessels
leaving home from the lst to the 15th of March returned in July and refitted, making two and often three trips a
vear. The years 1257 and 1858 were financially disastrons ones, and since that time, with the exeception of during the
vears 1203, 18G4, and 1365, the busiuess shows a steady declive,

The Gloucester Telegraph of January 7, 1860, says: “The amount of fishing bountics paid for the district of
Salem and Beverly for the year 1830 is §18,176.76.  The amount of tonnage employed jn the business in this district
184,723 tons.  The number of foreign entries at the custom-house in this city for the year 1859 was two hundred and
seventy-tive, and the number of ¢learances for foreign ports during the same period was two hundred and sixty-one.”

Two items from the Gloncester Telegraph give an account of the condition of the Beverly fishing fleet for 1869:
“The Beveriy fishing fleet last year employed twenty-seven vessels withh an aggregate of 1,700 tons and three hundred
and fifty men.  Of codfish and halibat 32,000 quintals were landed; of oil, 350 barrels. About $200,000 was stocked.

“The DBeverly Citizen states that the fishing fleet from that town bas mnade u very suceessful season’s work, the
cstimated amount of fish landed being aboat 32,000 quintals of codfish and halibut; number of barrels of oil, 350;
amount stocked, $192,000; oil, abount §3,000. The number of men employed was 3.0; number of vessels, 27, with an
aggregate of 1,700 tons. The largest amount of fish landed by any one vessel was Ly schooner D. A. Wilson, owned
by Pickett & Wilson, consisting of 2,283 quintals, two {ares.” v
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SALEM.

EARLY IISTORY OF SaLed riSHERIES.—The carly history of the fisheries of this place, dating back to the
beginning of the seventeenth century, may be best learned by a careful examination of varions extracts bLearing on
this subject, taken chietly from the Essex Tusiitute Hisforieal Collectionsand frow Pelt's History of Saiem.

First are given some remarks on the commerce of Salem by Mr. George T Clieever. These remarks spply 1o
Sulem between 1620 and 1740,

“The trade or commerce of Salem most probably dates hack 1o, or even priov te, the settiement of the place.
Adventurers to this westert coust, afier fish and furs, may have traded with the Natnkeags ere Conant and Lis a
ciates settled liere [iv 10267 To judge from the testiivony of Brackenbury, Dixey, and Woodbery (Salem Records,
Registry of Deeds, Vol 5, pages 165 10 107, the early planters were onn ihe best terms with the native Indians in Salen,
and thus had the opportunity of trading with them; and (he Cupe Aun settlement had boats, which were doulitless
used for fishing, and very probably trading, along the coast,  As that settlement was originally intended as a plant-
ing, truding, and fishing one, it is most likely that disb anid fuxs were both sought trom Salem, as from the vieinity :
the search for both these articles heing then common to adventurers 1o 1his western coast, * % ¥

*The Howe Company begin their trade with Safcin and vieiuity in 1625, They send ever with Indicott certiuin
goods to trafiic wiih the natives for beaver, otter, and othier furs, and in 1029 he is ovdered {o <end home 1o 1l com-
pany, in Louden, two or three hundred firkins of sturgeon and other fish, * *  #

I 1628 we find the Houie Company sending iuto Salewm six ship-Lutlders, of whom Robert Mounlton is elidet
and two coopers and cleavers of timber, the last to prepare staves for Terurn carvgo, did that they order three shal-
lops to be built in Salem, doubtless for fishing purposes. It is most proballe that these shialiops, if ever butly, were
bailt npou the Neck, near or upon Winter Isiand, which was used for the fisleries and ship-budding from the very
commencerent of the town. Jadging from what is said of the »hallop in the New Eunglund Voyages, in the Muss, Hisi
Coll,, of what Prince and Bradtord say, und the comparison Hutehinson mukes berween the tishing shaliops of 1740
and the fishing schooners then employed, the shallop of New Fugland was ofien a seeked bost of from W0 (o 26
tous,

PRI
“The early, the Joug continaed, the staple trade of Sl was the fislieries. We ser fndeed some of Lot sons frow
1600 to 1658 engaged in the beaver aud peltry trade, ouce valuable, but this was almost extinet in 1959, and at that
time the fisheries, whale and other, were us productive as ever,  The harbor aud rivers of Salem swarmed witl fich,
among which cod and bass were very pleuty,  So plentital were they that they were used for manure up
when the general court forbid it. Great fuver was carly shown the fishermen in Massaclhuzerts by law, such as
freodom from taxation on their stock and tish, and {rom military duty while cngaged in their occupation. The early
foreign trade, that is, hmports of the colony seews, during the first few years, to have been in the bhands or power
either of the Home Company or the government of the colony, as representing either them oy the colonists: but it is
doubtful if this policy ever oxtended ever the fisherics, or. it so, it must Luve been for o very short period. The fish-
eries were considered so important thai, as cavly as 1625, the general court appeint a eommitfee fo impress wen wlo
shall unload salt when it arrives. This s evidently, in a good part, owing 1o the value of the salt for the ixlierios,
They were not hampered with the early restrictions impesed on foreign imporis, so far as we can fnd, and soon
became profitable.  After the colonists bad built their houses, cleared their luuds, estublished theiv common righs,
raised enough to help support life, cither in grain or aniwals, and somewhat settled down, thelr attention was more
particularly devoted to the fisheries. | Mussachusetts conld pot well have exported mueh grain before 1640, whatever
sbe way have exported in tish, since in 1657 there were only thirty-seven pluws in the whole colony, says Crubum,
the most of them bewng in Lyun.] It secms most probable that a certain class of men, however, devoted themseives
jn Balem almost exclusively to this business [fisheries], and from the copmuencement of the towi, Winter Istand
was their headquarters.  They obtained the use ol certain lots on the island, and certain common rights adjaceut and
this island continued to be used by fishermen until and afrer a division of the comwon Iands, aboutr 101 v was
then expressly reserved by the commoners for the fisheries, as it bad ever been before.  This rescrvation, morcover,
was of a great common right, viz, 1he free nse of this islaud for fishing purposes; since the fee svems, as n ouerss
rule, never to have left the town like other grants.  Those who bailt houses, fish-houses, warchouses, and wliarves ou
this island, only gained an wsfructwary right for the time being. Vet this Ishund Las scen @ busy ti.\-h.ix:g pu;u;}:x:{u.n
gathered upon it, and as late as 1731 (heve woere vonveniences wpon the Neel, v.'hiui_x, in uif prui;mbxm‘\:'; xp«;u;m tials
island, for forty vessels and their fares. Al this is vow 2 tale of the past. Tndead, Just before 1700, this 1\m.ml RES
a atill busier scene in all probability, s Salem sent out over sixty fishing keteles of f‘rm{x 20 1o ,40 tous, which ,\].
dently discharged their cargoes in Salew, and most Likely ou the common ground or land for the fishermen. ]x;' lfybt;
Baker’s and Misery Islands were both set apart by the general court for the free nse of fishermen, aud wer }n-:m‘xnly
intended to he especially used by the Salem, ard perhaps Marbiehead, fishermen. LI'rom the year ].t‘d‘J t:u cor
thereubouts, Winter Island seems to be the headguarters of the Salem fishing e, ;m'd thut trade itself seeius t(z,
have been our staple trad®down fo a much later period, eveu to the Awmerican Revolution, aud the oreat change of
trade cousequent upon it.”? } N ) ‘ .
From the apnexed statement of Mr. G. C. Streater wmay he gathered some idea of the Jusuriunce ot the Selens

to Tl

waters in 1630
’ in 163 SEATURDAY, JUNE 12, 1620,

i i i ar » Arbelin, aud wi > lady Arbella on board, ap-

“ Governor John Winthrop and bis companions, on board the Arbelin, and with the noble lady Ay 1.:;‘11 t LI ]ull b I:l
- ernar W y ‘rote > ta his >, who remaine
proached Salem Harbor. * * * After a short sojourn, Governor Winthrop wrote h,omt th his ‘“;(' “,“,u 7( 1

i Begex Tustitute Hist. Coll, vol. i, pp. 67-74.
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in England: * We ave here in a paradise. Thongh we have not beef and mutton, &c., yet (God be praised) we need
them not; onr Iudian eorn answers for all.  Yet here is fowl and fish in abundaunce.” They had had early proof of the
abundance of fish, for Governor Winthrop’s journal informas ns that just before the Arbella reached the harbor of S8alem
they caught with a few hooks, in two hours, po less than seventy-six codfish, ‘some a yard and a half long and a yard
in compass.”  All the acconnts returned to England by the pioneer emigrants concurred in extravagant praise of the
new country, and we now read their quaint and highly-colored narratives as amusing curiosities of literature. * * *

“{The abundance of sea fish’ (says Mr. Higginson, 1620) ‘is almost beyond believing, and sure I should scarce
have believed it, exeept I bad seen it with mine own eyes.” He had seen hundreds of bass seined at one time in our
own waters, and mentious lobsters as being so abundant that even boys could catch them. But of lobsters, e says,
as for inyself 1 was soon cloyed with them, they were so great, and fat, and luscious.””!

The curing, cnlling, and final disposition of the fish caught are described by Mr. Cheever:

©Tish being the great staple of Salem, as of the colony, was of ecourse the early objeet of the care and attention
of the legistature. Laws were passed protecting it as well as the fishermen. The curing of it seems to have become
at least a distinet business, left to those called shoremen who received the fish on return of the fishers und cured
and dried it. Xt then passed under the review of the cullers, who were sworn officers, certainly after 1700, and was
divided into merchantable, middling, and refuse; also, scale fish. The first two went to Spanish and the first-class
markets, the refuse to the slaves in the West Indies, and perhaps the poorer classes of Europe. The fish from Acadia
(Nova Scotia) (Cape Sable fish) was in great demand in Bilboa, Spain, as being a superior fish, and was largely shipped
there. Marblehead sent this description of fish to Spain even aiter our American Revolution. Xn 1670 the legislature
denounced the use of Tortuga (West India) salt on account of its impurity, and fish cured by it was made nnmer-
chantable by Jaw. Winter Island and the adjoining Neck seem to have been especially devoted in Salem to the
fisheries: Winier Island Leing in 1695, and yet later, the headguarters, to judge by history, tradition, and eld papers.
How far Salem may have been engaged in the whale-fishery is dubious. Some of her sons may bave gone down to
Cape Cad on such ap errand; for the Cape, as late as 1714, was so largely visited by cod and whale fighers that the
general eourt that year made all the province lands there a precinct and the visitors to it {fishermen) snpport a
settled minister at £60 per annum by a tax of 4 pence x week lgvied on each seaman, 1o be paid Ly the master of the
Lieat for the whoele company. This was in the days when no man was permitted to be absent from church a month,
i in health, withont presentation before the grand jury, and punishment by a fine of 20 shillings.”2

The same writer thus describes the fisheries and vesscls used in the same, which, when developed further, led to
tlie elevation of Massachasetts as a State noted for its prominence in the fisheries:

“The English had freely used the coast of New England for the fisheries before the settlement at S8alem, aund the
voyal charter veserved this right to Englishmen after the settlement, a right which was freely nsed, it scems. New-
foundland bad an Foglish settlement at the time.

“The early fisheries were quite profitable, to judge from Levett’s account of the trade in 1623-24, whercin he
says lie hus ‘atiained to the understanding of its secrets.’ According to him, a ship of 260 tons, with a crew of fifty
men, the ordinary erew of such sized vessels in the fisheries, wonld be at an outlay of some £800, the cost for nine
months' victualing, &c.  One-third of the catch, ¢ fish and train,” being deducted as ‘fraught’ for tho owners, another
as a share for the crew, and the balance for expenses, the owner's one-third part of the cargo wounld yield £1,340 “ for
disbursing of £300 nine months.” The cargo sold in Spanish ports from 36 to 44 rials per quintal. Ouor Salem fishing
eraft were not so large as Levett’s ‘ship,” but were shallops of from 10 to 20 tons, say, ketches of from 20 to 40, and
finally schooners from 30 to 60, or more, carrying not more than from four to eight or ten men, say. Small boats
were perhaps used at first.  8till the trade was profitable, S8alem and Massachusetts being built up by it in the carly
day. The fisheries and the timber trade gave Salem doubtless two-thirds or mere of her early wealth.”

Fisit ANXD FISHING, 1616 T0 1635.—Felt, referring to the abuudant supply of herring in 1616 and previous to
that date, bas recorded this statement, made more than two hundred and fifty years ago:

“In Virginia they never manure their overworn fields, which are very few, the ground for the most part is so
fertile ; but in New England they do, striking at every plant of corn a herring or two, which cometh in that season in
such abundance they take more than they know what to do with.”?

Felt then adds (qnoting another statement made somewhat later than the above):

‘“ After fish became scarce, though abundance were taken for food of the inhabitants and for expaertation to foreign
ports, the supplies of the barnyard and of the sea-shore were of course more depended on to strengthen our lands,”

The same author says:

A letter from the company in London to Mr. Endicott in 1629, among other things spoke of ‘ building shallops
for the tishing business, Ly six shipwrights then herc. Oune of these mechanics, Robert Moulton, was master work-
man. It proposed fishing in the harbor or on the banks. 1t requested, that if the ship, which had arrived with emi-
grants, shounld be sent to fish on the bank, and not return hither immediately, ¢ the bark already built in the country,’
might be fitted out to bring back the fishermen.” We perceive from this that a vessel bad been made, most probably
at Naumkeag; and that the Desire, afterwards launched at Marble Harbor, was not the first vessel built in the colony,
as some have supposed. The fishermen just mentioned had been employed in England to reside here for teaching
and encouraging their business. A storehouse was erected for the shipwrights and their provision, by an order of
April 17, and another for fishermen and their stores, by an order of May 28. Records were to be kept of their stock,
provisions, and proceedings.”

? Escex Institato Hist. Coll | vol. i, p. 2. Ibid., vol.i [1859], p. 122. Annaig of Salem, vol.i, 2d ed, p. 243,
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Felt quotes the following words of Mr. Higginson uttered in 1629, and contrasts them with the facts coucerning
the same fish, “the bass, in 1845, when they were ¢ seldom seen in our waters:”

¢“Whilst 1 was writing this letter my witfe brought me word, that the fishers Lad canglit 1600 basse at one dranght,
which if they were iu England were worth many a pound.”

A regular distribution by law of land to the lishermen was in 1635 ordered. by the Salem authoritics. Felt has
thus enfcred the oceurrence :

#1655, — Our town authoerities, to ‘avoeid the inconvenience found by granting of Tand for fishermen to plow,” ordered
‘a howse lott and a garden lott or ground for the placing of the flukes, according to the company belonging to their
families, the greatest family not above two acres and the common of the woods neer adioyning for their goates and
their cattle,”’

GRANTS OF LAND TO FISHERMEN AND OTHERS.—Iu the Essex Instituie Ilistorical Colleetions, Vol, ix, 1863, arc the
subjoined desires and grants of and to certain persous of Salem:

CRUTH oF Tur 11T Mo ANyt 1636,

¢3William Haekford Received for an Inhiabitant & may also have a filshing Lott.™

T oor 12 Mo 1636,

“ Sarg: Woolf may bave a fishing Lott at Wint® Harbor,

SAT A TOWNE MEETING 11T 0F Y¢ 5 MoNETH 1630
# » % & Igs agreed—That Thomas Moore sonne to widow Moore & his wife are 1eceived for Iuhabirunts and may
bhave one fishing lott on the ncek,

“AT A MEETING THE 25T ov Toe 167n yoxNgTn, 1637,
* +# * ¢ Tlcre is graunted 1o Richard Graves: half an acre of Iand upon the neck for the setting of his howse,
hee promising to follow fishinge,
k2l o

FIEST MONBETIL, 1607,
18 lotis,

CTUR 8D DAY OF TUE
“ Widow Moore desireth n howse Inote neere vnto the Winter Tand, among the flisherme

STHE 21TH O0F 11710 MONETI 165N,
« Graunted to John Browne an halfe acre Jotr for a fiisling Jott neere to Winter Harbor.

“oqri DAY OF THE 12710 MONETHL 1632
¢ Graunted to Joseph Younge, an halfe acre lot neere the winter Larbor for fishinge. Also a 10 acre Jott neerc 1o
Mr. Downinge’s farme.
« Graunted to Thomas firvar 5 zeres of land & a halfe acre lott necre winter harbor for fishinge.
“ Graunted to IMTenry Swz‘m halfe an nere of land neere to Winter harbor for fishinge as also a 10 acre Jott, neere
to the Pona by Mr. Blackleech his farme.
“ Grannted to Joseph Kitcherill halfe an acre at Winter harbor if he imply it ie flishing.

STHE 411 DAY OF THE 1I7H MONETH.
¢ Graunted to Hugh Browne half an acre of land neere about winter harber for to further his fishing, we if hee
follow it not, Live is to surrender it againe to the towne. S N

¢ Daniell Jiggles desires an halfe acre lott neere about Winter Harbor for their fishing :lﬂ:lll‘(’s. . '
“There is graunted to Daniell Jiggles half an acre of land neere aboute Winter harbor for fishing vppon the like

termes us Hugh Browue hatl his.

“Tar 15TH OF THE 9TH MONETIL, 1639.

» = » «Edmond Tompson hath graunted him halfe an acre of Jand at winter harbo® or thererbouts for a fishing

lott. .
# Graunted to Henry Hayward an half acre of land for a fishing lott about winte

as have fishing lotts about Winter Harbo' & the Ilaud shall have liber.tifs to fe

swine and goates from their fish, soe that they leave it open after harvest is in. . .
“ Graunted to [Richard] Moore au half acre of land for a fisher lott, near about wiuter harbor.
¢ Graunted to Matthoew Nicks fisherman 5 acres of land.”
Felt states that on May 22,1639, the general court of Salem, ¢

stock employed in it from taxes. They forbad cod and bass fish to be used for wmanure. g -
Additional encouragement was given to the Salem fishermen in the same year, as may{be ser'm ﬁ‘(")l!l th? «;1 41“ 1;1:&;
411639, Nov. 18th.—Thase having lots about Winter Harbour ;.u;d the Island, have lx‘bert;”tn fence in their

to keep off the swine and goats from their fish, so shall they leave it open after the cattle is in.

r barbor, It is permitted that such
nee in their lotts to keepe off the

for the encouragement of the fishery, exempted the
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All engaged in fishing were still further favored, for in 1639, after granting facilities to Maurice Tomson and
others for a fishing establishment at Cape Anu, the general court ordered, that for the encouragement of other similar
enterprises, the vessels, stock, and fish should be exempted for seven years, from all country charges. The fisher-
men were declared, daring the seasons for catching fares, free from military duty.

This vote, recorded in the Essex Institute Collections, was passed in 1639 :

¢ Att a geoerall Towne meeting in e 11th moneth 1630.

“Voted.—That the Iland Caled Winter Iland may be fenced Inn for the saftie of the flishing trade & so to Con-
tinue vatill the prim. of the third month Caled May vnless such as have Goats doe fence in the flakes for the saftie of
the fish.”

SALEM FROM 1648 TO 1670.—The two next statements—a grant and an order—are also indicative of the interest
taken in the fisheries by the Salem town authorities:

“ At a gen’ll toune meeting held the 8th day of the 5th moneth 1643.

* * * ''o Richard More, halfe an acre joyned to his howse as a fisherman.”

“At a generall towne meetinge, held the 13 of the 4th moneth 1644,

“Ordered, * * * . Apndthatthe doggs at [ winter] neck shall be tyed vp in the day tyme & if any doggs there
spoile fish, that they also shall cither be seut away or killed.”

'The prayer for and the granting of certain islands to become, for all practieal purposes, the property of the fish-
ermen arc related in these words: _

““ At the first session of the legislature in 1600, Salem applied to them for a grant of the three islands. Part
of their applieation ran thus:  Whereas ther are certayne Ilands neare our towne, comonly knowen by the names of
the Miserys and Baker's Iland, fit for fishinge imployments, a great part of our imployment, our humble request to
this honored Court is, that they would be pleased to grant the propriety of those Ilands to y¢ towne of Salem, and
you shall further ingage your pettioners to be thankfull to you, desiringe Almighty God to inable you with his pres-
enee and Dblessinge in all your waighty occasions.” An affirmati ve answer was delayed till the next session. This
wasg thus recorded : ‘ Vpon a motion made in the behalfe of the inhabitarts of Salem, this Court judgeth it meete to
graunut to them certaine Islands, knowne by the name of Miseries and Baker’s Island, lying in the mouth of theire har-
bor, provided that it shall be lawfull for any fishermen to make vse of them in making fish, and whatever conduceth
thercetaso, building houses, stages, ete., as also wood and flaking in all fishinyg seasons.” Here we have another instance
of provision, made for the fishery, as ordered by the Charter. As tothe Miseries, the Great one contains about 64 acres, -
and the Little, between 3 and 4. They are united by a bar which at half tide is above water. John Lambert and
uthers petitioned the town, 1662-'63, that they might plant there in the course of their fishing season.”?

Still further grants were made for the benetit of the fishermen of Salem: * * * ¢ 'The fishermen were early
protected by law, and granted varions privileges, and in 1663 were empowered to use wood from any common lands
for fish flakes and stages—the English fishermen possessing still greater privileges—being allowed to enter on to pri-
vate lands for the purpose, paying a reasonable sum, however, for damages. It was trespass in our fishermen to do
this, but the English fishermen were considered to have their privileges under the charter. The colonists did not
like such an exercise of their claims, hut from policy perhaps forebore to deprive them of them.”?

The Salem court in 1676 thus gave judgment on the use of a certain salt in the curing of the fish: ‘* Whereas, by
the blessing of God, the trade of fishing hath been advantageous to this country, which is likely to be impaired by the
use of Tortuga salt, which leaves spots upon the fish by reagon of shells and trash in it,” and then forbid such fish to
be accounted merchantable.” 3

TROUBLE WiTH INDIANS IN 1677.—The following account, compiled from Felt’s Annals of Salem, shows the loss
suffered by Salem fishermen at the hands of the Indians in 1677, and the means taken to regain thecaptured. “*Oneof
the principal men of Salem said: ‘Some of us have met with considerable loss by Indians lately taking our vessels.
Some, lately come in, say that the Indians purposed to pursue four more of our ketches, we therefore desire, that a
vessel, with 40 or 50 men, may be immediately sent to protect them and retake those and the poor captives already
taken.” The council sceordingly complied,25th. A record of the first chareh follows: ‘The Indians having taken
10 less than 13 ketehes of 8alen and captivated the men, (though divers of them cleared themselves and came home),
it stroek great consternation into all people here, and it wag agreed, that the Leciure day should be kept as a Fast.’
The services were pertormed. ‘The Lord was pleased to send in some of the ketehes on the Fast day, which wuas
lovked on as a gracious smile of Providence; alse 19 wounded men had been sent to Salem a little while before. Also
a ketely, with 40 men, was sent out of Salem, as a man of war, to reeover the rest of the ketches. The Lord gave them
success,” This vessel was called the Supply, commanded by Nicholas Manning. Among the wounded were James
Veren and Anthony Waldern, of this place. Two of our townsmen, Nathaniel Kun and Peter Petty, were killed.
Theso four appear to have been connected with the preceding vessels, while en fishing voyages at tho castward.
Joshna Scotlow’s narrative says that, August 18, on signing articles of peace at Pemaquid, Madockawando delivered
up five men, who belonged to ketches of Salem and Marblehead.”

In 1681, through fear of similar invasions upon ketches fishing near Cape Sable, the military committee of Salem,
on May 24, “petitiened government that they might inipress a vessel and men, and send her to prevent such a purpose,
prowising that if the report were false, they would pay the cost, but if true, the Province would pay them.”

The ¥rench also, in July, 1681, eaptured two Salem ketches.!

! Annals of Salem, by Yelt, vol.i,2d ed., p.208.  ?Essex Inst. Hist. Coll., vol i, p.89,  *Felt,volii, 2d e, p. 212, 4I%id., p.213.
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FISB AND OIL IN 1657.—~TUnder date of 1687 was written a letter of a commercial charvacter, interesting as showing
the valvable commodities at that time, by a Mr, Hollingworth, then a merchant in Barbadees, to his mother at Salem.
The letter is directed on the outside, “For Mrs. Elanor Hollingworth, Att Sallew, In New England,” and reads:

“DEAR AXD HONOURED MOTHER: My Daty be presented to you with my kind love to my brother and sister and
to ye children.  Yours by Mr. Prance I Recieved; fish now att present bares A good rate by Ileason ye Newfoundland
men are not yet Come in hut I believe itt will be low anuffe about three months hence; bread and peicec [pease] hath
been A good Commodity and Contenues, loumber is lowe still, oyle will be ye principle Commodity but in good Cuske
wee are in great likelilood of A Lrave cropp; this latter part of ye year bath proved very Seasonable, ye lord be
praised for itt, pray lett my brother see this letter I cannot tell what to udvise him to send as yett besides oyle but in

- A short tyme wee shall see what these Newfoundland men will doe what quantityes of fish ithey bring in and then I
will adviee farther. I will slip noo opportunity in advising him, soe with my serviss to all my frinds I subscribe my
Selfe your obedient Son to Command,

WM, HOLLINGWORTH.

“ pray fuil not my dear Mother in sending we half kentle of Cuske and some aples aund some bharberyes and ye
lott of Cuske.

¢ Barbadoes, Septem. 19, 1637, Bridgeton.

“ My Serviss to Mr. Croade, Mr. Andrews, and to Mr. Adams, and to Mr. Benj. Allin.”

[Nore.—The oil weuntioned in this letter may, in part, have been whale oil from the Cape Cod whale fisheries, or
taken, perhaps, by Salem whaling-boats in Massachusetis Bay. ]

Mr. Felt, in his History of Salem, says that Jumes Loper, of that town, in 1682, petitioned ihe colonial Fovernment
of Massachusetts for a patent for making oil. Iu Lis petition Loper represents that e has been engaged in whale-
fishing for twenty-tweo years.

PIRATES AND OTHER EXEMIES.—The interests of the fisherics being iu danger by veason of pirates aud olber
enemies, the following item appeared June, 1

‘1688, June 13: Our government orders a vessel 10 scour our const of |
expedition, and protect our fishing-vessels on ihe coast of Acadie.”?

Certain vessels from Salem were captured by French frigates in the sunmer of the saine vear,  This fact and its
consequences upon nwners of vessels are recorded by Telt as follows:

1689, September 17: The ketelies John and Bliza, commanded by Ezra Lambert; Margaret, by Daniel Grles:
Diligence, by Gilbert Peters; Thomas aud Mary, by Joshua Conant; and, 1=th, Dolphin, by Isaae Woodbury, all of
Salem, are taken by two Frevch frigates. Soon after this onr merchants send a petition to the council, stating that
several of their vessels bad not refurned with their last fares; that six of thew, with thirty men, bad been eaptured
and carried into Port Royal. They also remark that they arve discouraged from fitting out their fishing eraft next
spring, and desire that an agent may be despatehed to see about those detained by the Preneli”

These acts of piracy, as Sabine says, tended to check the prosperity of Salewy, and in 1681 the French war caused
a great loss of ketches to that port, for upwards of fifty of her tishing ketches were taken by the Freneh and Indians.

A British frigate next appears to vex the fishing vessels from Salem. for we learn that Joseph Sibley, George
Harvey, aged 46, and Henry Harvey, 43, in 1693 were on their homeward passage from a fishing voyage to Cape Sable,
After seven weeks’ service in this veseel, the eaptain foreed Sibley

ates, then earry soldiers on the Eastern

and were impressed on board of a British frigate,
to go on board of another ship. ¢ Susannah, wife of the latter, having four children, petitious the governor to redress
the wrongs of her husband.”

The provinee expressed their willingness 1o assist those endeavoring to recover from a Frenel privateer the per
sons who had been eaptured, and Felt reeords this entry made on the town records in 1604:

61694, June 12: * Whereas some gentlemen of Salem are sending out a keich to St Jobu's river and parts adjrcent
for fzftchiﬁg oftf some of their people, i;;toly taken by a Freuch privateer and earried 'Ljhith(’T,T and ‘his l'X(‘(f{(’!)(‘)' isto
dispatch an express by said ketcli (o the vaptain of the frigate Nonesuch, it is voted thatif the Lketel miseasty by
reason of this express the provinee will bear the loss of her”? , .

The terrilile loss suffered by Salem on account of the Frenel war may be gatlicred from the following ex
a letter written in 1697 by John igginson to his brother Nathauiel: ' )

““In the year 1039, wheu the war first broke out, I had obtained a 4‘0111{‘(71‘\‘.’1]\19. estate, jl»mng as mueh (on(:vr.m‘*‘d
in the fishing trade as most of my neighbours. But, since that time, T have met with f()hs;der;xf\lv Kossci: :m‘d1 trade
has much decayed. Of sixty odd fishing catehes belonging to this towne, hut abont six are left. I believe that no
towne in this Province has sufiered more by the war than Salem.”

[Dated, Salem, 20, 6, "97.]

ract from

1 Essex Inst. Hist. Coll., wal. §, pp. 84-85. Coll. Mass. Ilist, Soe., vol. v1ii, 5d series, p 200,
2Felt, op eit., vol. i, 2 ed., p. 214,
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In 1699 the governor gave a pass for each of the following vessels,! bound on a fishing voyage:

Class. k Name, Captain. Tons. | Men. f

Keteh veuennnna.. 1 MayfioweT........ g John Curtis ...... 30 6

Ketch ... | Endeavour........ | Thomas Mascoll .. 30 5

Barqus . . Dolplin ..., ‘ Samuel Allen ... . 30 5

Sloop .. .. .l Dolphin -ceveen.n. i Robert Warren el 25 5

3 Prosperous ...... I Joscph Brown .. o 40 6

Trial coiemervenans Jolm Collins ...... 35 6

P Mary o.....o. JUUN 3 John Webb....... 36 [

i Hope ... . Joehn Allen .. N 36 6

- Sea Flower . ..... j Samnel Lamber 35 6

i Lonetta .eveen-.. Martin Masury .. ‘ 25 5
| Keteh ..., Swallow ... ... i Joseph English ... 30 5l
| 8100p ..vnvnooo...! Sterling .o..... .| William Tapley . - 35| 6

: Ketch ... .. Blossomn: ... r William Pride ... . 35 5
j Keteh ... ... ; Speedwell ... .. f Joseph Tuek ... ;’ 35 5
. ! H !

FOREIGN MARKETS IN 1700.—In 1700 the foreign trade of Salem was thus described by Higginson: ¢ Dry mer-
chantable codfish, for the markets of Spain, Portugal, and the Straits. Refuse fish, lumber, * * * . Our own
produce, a consideruble quantity of whale and fish oil, whalebone, Y

TROUBLE WITH THE INDIANS AND FRENCH. —Four aceonnts of captures of Salem fishermen, hetween 1702 and 1706,
by the French and Indians, are recorded by Felt as follows:

“1702, June 2: The Secretary, Isaac Addington, addresses a letter to the Governor of Acadie. ‘We have received
information that fishing ketches belouging to Salem, forced by bad weather to put into port Sea Tour, near Cape
Sable, werp attacked by about twenty Indians, May 23, at break of day, who took three of them with their compa-
nies, and killed David Hilliard, master of one of them, They detain these vessels and two of the men. They pretend
to bave done this under a counnission from the governor of Port Royal.

%1702, Jnly: Capt. Johu Harraden, taken and carried to Port Royal, returns with two Salem ketches which had
been captured.

¢€1705, August: The sloop Trial, Capt. John Colling, and sloop Dolpbin, Capt. William Woodbury, on a fishing
voyage, are captured by a French privateer and carried to Port Royal.

#1700, September 1: A ketch, Capt. Joseph Woodbury, was cast away at Cape Sable. While her crew, assisted
by others, were saving her materials, some Indians shot one of them dead. The rest escaped.”

The authorities of Salem, feeling the losses to which they had been subjected, stated in 1711, September 3, ““ that
astheir fishery has decayed, and they have met with losses at sea, they were unable to repair their fort, as the governor
had proposed.”

And this statement is followed, in 1715, by a vote which, if passed, must have proved a source of gain to the town
of Sulem:

1715, November 22: The town vote that each fishing-vessel belonging here may dry its fish for 5s. a year on
Winter Island ; and each vessel not of Salem may have the same privilege for 20s.”

The depredatory acts committed upon Salem boats by Indians and other parties called forth, in 1794, this
petition:

“1724.—Inhabitants of Salem and vicinity petition that, as Indians bad taken several of their fishing vessels and
made privateers of them, and it being reported that many of them had gone to the coast of Cape Sable to continue
their attacks, Government would afford suitable protection. Accordingly, Angust 10, Joseph Majory was commis-
sioned to sail in the sloop Lark, accompanied by a whale-boat, to prevent such depredation.’”

Forr16N TRADE.—*In 1726 an act was passed at Salem for the better curing and culling of fich, as by the lack
of such care this article, offered in foreign markets, * has brought disreputation on the fish of this country.’

The owners of Salem vessels in 1728, and on from that date, were accustomed in some instances to give instruc-
tions to the captains of their vessels, This instruction, given in 1728, by Samuel Browne, of Balem, to Capt. Jokn
Trouzell, is here appended as recorded in the Essex Institute Hist. Coll.: “ Trouzell is ordered to deliver his cargo of
‘Scale Fish, middling Cod, and merchantable Ced’ at Bilbea, Spain, and thence get freight for Lisbon or Cadiz, and
Joad with salt at 8t. Ubes for N. E.; or he may take a freight from L. or C. to Ireland, Holland, or England, and
then go to the Isle of May for salt.”

Felt records that in 1732 Salem had about thirty fishing vessels, much less than formerly, and the same number
which went on foreign voyages to Barbadoes, Jamaica, and other West India Islands; some to the Wine Islands;
others carried fish to Spain, Portugal, and the ‘“ Streights.”

“In 1735 it was voted by all interested in the exporting of fish from Salem to the West Indies that D. Epes and B.
Brown should be directed to make a just representation of the great decay of the fishery, and the grievous burthen

1Felt, op. ¢it. vol. i, 24 ed., p. 215, 2 Ibid., p. 27. S Ihid.
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on t?_le West India trade, by reasen of the late act of Parliament imyposing a heavy duty on the goods imported from
the islands, called foreign, &ec.

‘It appears from the custom-house quarterly accounts of Salem from Michaelmas, 1747, to Michaelmas, 1748, that
the number of vessels that cleared out upon foreign voyages was 131, and the number of those entered was 96, viz:

! Cleared out. | Entered in. ‘

| _ e

4] 1!

12 | 1l

21 11 !

S100DS ovoein... ai 18
Schooners 61 50 |
Total . .._...... ‘

131 g |

i

“In which were shipped off to Europe 32,000 quintals of dry eodfish; to West Indix Islands, 3,070 hogsheads {at
€ to 7 quintals refuse codfish per hogshead) for negro provision. New England shipped off no pivkled codfish.™

Eight schooners went out of S8alem during the year 1740, This number was not so large as nsual. “Each of
them,” says Felr, “ was about 50 tons, earried 7 hands, caught on an average 600 quintals a year, made five fures in
this time, two to the Isle of Sable and three to the baunks along Cape Suble shore. The merchantable cod were
exported to Spain, Portugal, and Italy, and the refuse to the West Indies for negro slaves.”

THE FISHERIES OF SALEM FROM 1755 To 1794.—In 1755 the authorities of Salem determined to build a balanced
bridge over the Norih River channel in the place of the one already there, The indenture for this work bad a cirealar
stamp on the top of it, which, besides having *“II pence” at the bottom, had a codfish in the middle, and round the
fish ¢ Staple of the Massachusetts.”

Preparations were being made in 1757 for the invasion of Canada, and under date of March of that year “a call
was made on one Richard Lechmere as to fishing vessels apd others tit for transporting troops to New York for the
invasion of Canada, and belonging to his port, which included this {Salem] and other seca-board towns.”

An entry on the town records, made in September, 1762, shows the interest taken by the people of Salem in their
own vessels fishing on the banks when they had been told of the intentions of a Irench privateer. It reads thas:

€ 1762, September 14: The governor states that soon after the invasion of Newfoumdlland the inhabitants of
Salem and Marblehead, who were coneerned in the fishery northwest of Nova Scotia, were alarmed with adviee that
a French privateer was cruising in the Gut of Canso, and petitioned for the protection of their fishing vessels employed
in those seas, and that he fitted out the Massachusetts sloop, that she hiad just returned, being gone a month, had
heard of a French pirate there, and assisted the vessels there to finish their fares.”

The preducts of the Salem fishing vessels for 1762 are here given:

“This year there were 30 fishing vessels owned here, which bronght home 6,233 quintals of merchantable und
20,517 quintals of Jamaica fish. This account was handed, in 1764, to a committee of Boston, who were engaged to
prevent the renewal of the sugar act, as detrimental to the fishery.”

A loss of three fishing vessels from Salem occurred in the early spring of 1766 by the fury of a storm, which drove
also many other Salem fishing vessels off the banks, some of them returning without cables, anchors, &,

Fhe subjoined letter will evidence the feeling shiared by all the New England fishing towrs in regard to the treat-
ment they bad received at the hands of the British Government. The letter was written by Benjamin Pickman to Will-
iam Brown, of the Massachusetrs legislature, in November, 1766: I perceive there is a committee appointed to consider
the difficulties the trade of this province labors under. Yon have herewith the depositions of two of cur shippers,
who were barbarously treated by a Captain of one of his majesty’s sloops of war, under the direction of Govervor
Palliser (of Newfoundland), which 1 think ought, in the strongest manner, to he represented at home.”

In November, 1767, a committee reporied that the fishery and trade ot Salem were nnder great embarrassment ;
one result whercof was that several townsmen were appointed to nnite with those of other towns to obtuin relief for
the fishermen from the payment of the Greenwich Hospital money.

Between 1765 and 1775 an annual average shipment from Salem of 12,000 quintals of fish was made {o Europe at
$3.50, and the same to the West Indies at $2.60 a quintal. ‘

Between April and Septemberof the same year Salem’s loss is thus estimated : Fitty sail of fishing \‘(‘*:‘is‘ds, fallen
one-half, £7,500; in flakes, &c., for them, at £50 pounds each, £2.500; and of the {ishery for one yvear, £5,000,

In 1782 it was voied by the Salem authoritics that the commissioner for peace with Great Rritain should be
instructed by Congress to n;ak(: the right of the United States to ihe fishery an indispensable article of}he treaty.

Between 1786 and 1799 the annual average of bank fishing vessels (from Salem) was tweuty, making 1,300 tous

and earrying 160 men. )
In 1788 the Salem fishermen were very successful. Some brought in 600 quintals ‘
=00 there were 7 fishing schooners; 1791, 17 1792, 24; 1793,

Balenw’s fleet from 1790 to 1794 is thus recorded: In 17
96 thus far schooners included boats; in 1794 there were 13 schooners and 3 boats.

1 Douglas's North America. Beston and London: 1755. Vel 1. p. 539,
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In 1794 the people offered a petition to Congress for further encouragement to their fishery, which had been seri-
ously diminished. Fish-stalls were ordered by the town authorities to be erected that the fish might not be exposed
to the sun in warm weather.

TRHE FISHERIES FROM 136 1o 1850.—The Salem cod and mackerel fishery in 1836 was prosecuted by 14 vessels,
aggregating 906 tons, and manned by 130 fishermen. These vessels canght 5,464 quintals of cod, worth $16,552; and
2,669 barrels of mackerel, worth $21,450. The salt used in both fisheries was 8,274 bushels.

From April 1, 1544, to April 1, 1845, there were but 3 vessels, manned by 27 fishermen, engaged in cod-fishing.
Their aggregate tonnage was 239; their cateh, 2,650 quintals, worth $7,400; they used 2,720 bushels of salt.

The salmon, sturgeon, and herring fisheries of Salem, once 8o prosperous, had passed away long ago.

The following table, copied from the Gloucester Telegraph of March 20, 1850, exhibits a summary view of the
extent of the cod-fishery of the district of Salem and Beverly for the scason ending November 30, 1849:

Tonnage emploFed ..o o on oo i i ieiaerecacasare e amaae e reaans 2,400
B 025 R G 0= S 246
Amount of bounty paid .. e i i aernaenenaen $9.416
Fish cured, 17,323 quintals . .. oo ioit i i i e reiaen e reaaot tsmeen reennn $60, 815
Oil, 11,098 gallons .o .ttt i et it iamsen smcme cmemae i em e aenae e 5,583
Tongues and sonnds, 330 barrels. . oo . e e oo i i eercea e e e 1,888

Total value of preduet.............. T T T ALE TR TR 68,286

MARBLEHEAD.

HISTORY OF MARBLEHEAD FROM 1629 10 1647.—In the town records the line of progress can be traced from the
time when a few Naumkeag Indians lived on the ground on which now stands the town of Marblehead, among rocks,
swamps, and forests, to the time when the annual expenses of the town, including the minister’s salary, were £250;
at this time Marblehead was a part of Salem, or Salem a part of it, for it was Marblehead that gave the name to the
whole settlement. ‘ Here is plentie of marblestone,” wrote Francis Higginson in 1629, *“in such store that we have
great rocks of it, and a harbour near by. Our plantation is from thence called Marble-hurbour,”

This name was soon changed to Salem, but the old name was retained for the portion since called Marblehead till
1633, when its present name was generally agreed upon.

Marbletead, doubtless, had seftlers as early as 1626 or 1627. The first mentioned inhabitant was Thomas Gray.!

Felt, in his Aunals of Salem, wrote in 1845:

“This settlement was so denominated from its abundance of rocks, anciently called marble, and from its Ligh
and bold projection into Salem harbor. Its bounds included Naugus Head, which, in 1629, became the site of the
noted Darby Fort. It was sclected about this time as well adapted for earrying on the fishery. Mr. Cradock, the
first governor of the Massachusetts corporation, had one of lis companies bere in this business, not later than 1631,
Isanc Allerton and Moses Maverick, his son-in-law, the former among the first settlers of Plymouth, were here as soon
as 1634, with their servants similarly employed. Wood gives the ensuing deseription in 1633: ‘Marvil Head isa
place which Iyeth 4 miles full south from Salem and is a very convenient place for a plantation, especially for sneh
as will set upon the trade of fishing. There was made here a ship’s loading of fish the last year, where still stand the
stages nnd drying scaffolds,””

The following account of Isaac Allerfon’s settlement in Marblehead and the effeet of his energetic example is here
given in greater detail «

“¢In 1631 Isaac Allerton, having already made five voyages to Englaud in the interest of thie Marblehead colony,
came to Marblehead in the White Angel, and m the same vessel, londed with fish, he soon after went to England
again.  Returning, he made Marbleheas) his home, boilding there a large fish-honse and employing many vessels.
* * * The impulse which Allerton had given was seconded by others, so much so that the third vessel built in
New England was built bere in 1636, the Desire of 120 tons burden. * * *  All foreign trade® was soop abaudoned,
and early in the next century fishing was the only business of the place. * * * This was the period when nearly
all the fine old houses in the town were bailt.”3

Josselyn in 1663 gave this brief deseription of the location of the town of Marblebead:

#To the North-ward of Liun is Marvil or Marble-liead, s smmall Harbour, the shore rockie, upon which the Town
is built, eonsiating of u few scattered houses; here they have stages for fishermen, Orchards and Gardens, &c.”1

Tn 1629 there was a condition made in the New England charter having apecial reference to the fisheries. Felt,
having enumerated some of the other conditions, further says:

“Another condition of the new charter was that the subjects of England should be allowed to fish on our shores;
to set up wharves, stages, and houses, and use needed wood without molestation.”

“This econdition,” he continues, ‘“was in conformity to previous and repeated resolutions of the House of Com-
mons. It seems that such a condition was acted on so as to produce complaint. William Walten and other inhabit-
ants of Marblchead presented a petition to General Court,in 1646, gp follows: ‘Whereas there come yearly into our

! Harper’s Magazine, July, 1874, p. 107 8 Harper's Magazine, July, 1874, pp. 197, 198
2 Referring to the slave trade, 1 Jossalyn’s Vayages, p. 120
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plantation many fishermen gt are strangers, and bave formerly don vs very much damage in y¢ consuming of our fire-
wood, stage timber and flake stuff.” They desired that an order might be established on this subject.”

An order to prevent swine from wandering about Lhe fishing-stages was made at “a court, holden at Boston, April
1, 1633,” which read:

‘It is ordered, that if any swine shall, in fishing time, come within a quarter of a myle of the stage att Marble
Harlr, that they shalbe forfecied to the owners of the st stadge, & soe for all other stadges within theis Ivinitts.”!

The town records of Salem, Massachnsetts, the 28th of the first month, 1636, contain this item :

“John Peach tiisherman and Nicholas Mariott having fenced about five acres of ground on Marble Neck (theugh
contrarie 1o the order of the towne) yet Its agreed that they may for present improve the said place for building or
planting, provided alwayes that the propriety thercof he reserved for the right of the towne of Salem, to dispose of in
processe of tyme to them or any other flisher men, or others as shalbe thought most meet, yet soe as that they may
have reasonable consideracon for any chardge they shalbe at.”2

The offense, for which the above-mentioned persons were reproved by the town anthorities, was committed by one
John Gatehell, in 1637, e was fined 10 shillings, but half of this amount was to be abated *“in case he should cutt
off his long har off’ his head.”?

1t was probably with a view to put an end to all misdemeanors of this kind that in 1636 this order was made and
recorded on the town records of Salemn:

“THE 29 oF THE 11™ Mo: 1630,

“Item, it is ordered for the hetrer furthering of the fishing trading & to avoid the inconvenience we have found
Ly granting of land for fishermen to plant, That none Inhabiting at Marble Head shall have any other accommoda-
tion of land, other than such as is vsuallie given by the Towne to fishernien viz. a howse lott & a garden lott or ground
for the placing of their flakes: aceording to the company belonging to their families, to the greatest family not above
2 aeres: & the coihon of the woods neere adjoyning for their goates and their cattle.”+

For the protection of the Marblehead fishermen, lawful holders of land granted to them, from intrusion by
foreign fishermen this law was adopted:

“At a Generall Courte, at Boston, for Election the 6% of the 3t Mo, 1646.

“Upon y© petition of Marblehead men y¢ Co't thinke fit to deelare, ¥t hewsoev? it hath bene alowed custome for
forraigne fishermen to make use of snch harbo™s & grounds in this country as have not bene inhabited by Englishmen,
& to take timber & wood at their pleasures for all their occasions, yet in these parts web are now possessed, & y°©
lands disposed in ppriciy to seviall townes & psons, & yt by his maties grant, undr y¢ great seale of England, it is not
now lawfull for any person, eith® fisherman or other, eithr forreyner or of this country, to enter upon y* lands so
apppriated to any towne or pson, or to take any woeode or timber in any such places, wt"out y¢ licence of such towne
or pprietor; & if any pson shall trespas herein, v° towne or pprietor so ininred may take remedy by action, or may
peerve their goods or other interest by opposing lawfull force against such uniust violence; pvided, yt it shalbe
lawfull for such fishermen as ghalbe implied by any inhabitants of this jnrisdiction in y¢ sevrall seasons of 3¢ yeare
to make use of any of of barbors, & such lands as are neere adioyning, for yve drying of their fish, or eth™ needfull
oceasions, as alse to fake such timber for firewocd as they shall have necessary use of, for their fishing scasons, where
it may be spared, so as they make due satisfaction for y¢ same to such towne or pprietor.”™?

Two months later this additional declaration and order was delivered:

“Atta Gennerall Conrte of Elcefous, begunne the 6 of May, 1646,

“In ans’ to the petiton of setiall inhabitant: of Mathlebhead, for redresse of many great abuses cefitted on their
inheritances by senerall fishermen, itt is heereby declared, & ordeed that howsoeuner it hath binn an allowed custome
for forreigne fishermen to make use of such hatho's & gronuds in this country as have not binn inhabited by English,
& to take timber & wood at their pleasure for all their oceatons, yett, in these ptes, web are now possessed, & the
lands disposed in ppriety to seuerall touncs & psons, & that by lis maj*® grannte vnde” the greate seale of England,
itt is not now lawfull for any pson, either fishermen or others, either forreiners of of this conntry, to enter x"p(m any
lands so appiated to any toune or pson, or to take any wood or timber in any such‘p;ac'es wtbont the hc?nce of
such tomne or ppriety; & if any pson sball trespasse herein, the toune of ppriety eo mm’x.ed may take their rem-
edy acton, or may psecute their goods or other interest, opposing by lawfull force agn® such vmust‘ \'10]91}406; provided,
that it shallbe lawfall for such fishermen as shallbe imployed by any inhabitants of this jutisdicEon, in the s(‘:uevrall
seasons of the yeere, to make vse of any of of hatbo™s, & such lands us are neere adjoyning, for the d!‘?’]]lg‘ oAf their fish,
& other occaons, as also to take such timber or fierwood as they shall have necessary vse o.f‘ 'i‘nr thm)r ﬁslnn% zeasons,
where it maybe spared, so as they make dew satisfacTon for the same to such toune or p'priefyes. By both/ ,

The offenses which called forth the above laws were due in part to the neglect hitherto shown on the part of the
town anthorities when making grants of land.  **From the bramble-bush on the north, so many feet, to the bramble-
bush on the west,” &c., was no uncommon designation.” ) ) '

By this time, 1647, Marblehead had become Jargely interested in fishing. Folr has recorded ﬂx}s sf:ﬂenmnt‘. }

1647.—By tho middle of January the vessels at Marblehead bad caught, in the season of fishing, abont £4,000

worth of fish.”#

I Records of Massachusetts, vol. i [1628-1641], . 104. "Re.cords of. »Masszlchnsutts, vol. i, p. 147,
2 Essex Institnte Hist. Coll., vol. ix. p. 27. ¢ Ihid., v?l. iii, p. '63. .

¢ Harper's Magazine, July, 1874, p. 198. T Harper's M‘agazme‘ Jlﬂ)‘, (1181(1‘ P qli;

4 Essex Tnstitnte Hist. Coll.,, vol. ix [1868], p. 27. 8 Annals of Salem, vol. ii, 2d ed., p. 212
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PROTECTION OF FISH DURING SPAWNING SEASOXN.— For the regulation of the fisheries the following orders were
passed by the general court in 1668 and 1679:

¢ It is ordered Ly this court and the authority thercof, that no man shall henceforth kill any codfish hake had-
dock or polluck to dry for sale in the month of December or Junuary because of their spawning tyme, nor any mack-
rell to barrell in the month of May or June, under penalty of paying two shillings for each guintall of fish and five
shillings for each Larrell of mackrell; nor shall any fisherman cast the garbage of the fish they cateh overboard at or
near the ledges or grounds where they take the fish nor shall any of the Loates crew neglect to obey the order of the
major of the vessel to which they belong for the tymes and seasons of fishing, nor shall they take or drink any more
strong liquors than the major thinks meet to permit them, under the penalty of twenty shillings for the first offence,
for the second 40, for the third three months imprisonment. * * 29 (8) 1663.771

DuTiEs oF FISHERMEN,—The following order was passed by the general conrt June 13, 1679 :

‘* For eneouragement of fishing trade: It is ordered by this court & authority thereof that all fishermen that
are shipt upon a winter & spring voyage shall duly attend the same according to custom or agreement with respect
to time, and all fishermen yt are upon a fishing voyage for the whole sunimer shall not presome to break off from
said voyage before the last of October without the consent of the owner, master & shoreman upon the penalty of
paying all damages.”?

ABATEMENT OF TAXES ON FISHING VESSELS, 1604, —The general court passed the following order Novewber 2.
1694 :

“Upon reading the petition of sundry of the inhabitants of Murblehead, on behalf of said town, praying that
they may be cased of the daty of tonnage for their fishing shallops, and that they may ouly be considered and taken
i as other ratable eatate :—voted—That Fishing Boats be abated of the said duty of tonnage and that they pay onely
to the Publick as other ratable estate, according to the valuation set by the act or acts of the court for the granting of
publick taxes and no otherwise.”?

TROUBLE WITH FOREIGNERS, 16053.—The Marblehead fishermen seem to have suffered through the invasions of
foreigmers. Felt records the following entry made on the town records September 23, 1695 :

¢ September 23, 1695, —As a French privateer had captured shallops at the Isle of Shoals, another in our bay, and
it is said that ¢ Major Brown’s ketch, which was taken, and other booty, are in a harbor in or near Casco Bay,” a
commission is requested for a ketch and shallop, with 40 or 50 tisherinen of Marblehead and Salem, to sail from this
place, in pursuit of the enemy. The petition was allowed, and funds were granted for the enterprise.”

NAVAL PROTECTION FOR THE FISHERIES.—Concerning the protection of the fisheries, the military authorities had
the following corrcspondence in 1696.

Letter to Captain Legg, at Marblehead :

*“Upon application of yourself and other Gentlemen concerned 1n ye Firzhery [ was ready to gratify you with a
convoy so far as might become best with ye other service proposed by his Majesty’s ship into ye Bay of Fundy, and
did acecordingly order Captain Paxton to attend that service, he then acquainting me only of his want of fifteen men,
and I understood you were ready to supply them rather than to faile of his assistance, and I expected it had been
done, and that he had been gone to sea. But I have this day received at Letter from Captain Paxton at Marblehead
in which be advises of want of 30 men more to complete his number, and that he has not yet received any from yourself,
and thercfore expects positive orders, &ec.”4
Letter from William Stoughton to Capt. Went. Paxtor, Commander of Ilis Majesty's ship Newport, dated Bosion, May 4, 1696.

“Ireceived yours of this date whereby I understand yon are still at Marblebead and am surprised at the account
you give of the want of 30 men to make up your compliment. You never mentioned more than fifteen unto me before
your going hence, which I expected would be made good unto you by the Gentlemen concerned in the Fishery and
you say they will provide them. I hoped that a considerable part of that service would have been performed before
this. I am sorry that the Fishery should not be assisted having made provision for that design but the time is very
much passed away that I fear the other service proposed for you (which is of such importance) will be disappointed
in case you should pursue your order to continue with them till they make their Fare. But if you think it may be
with the safety of his Majesty’s ship without a further supply of men to convoy them to the Fishing Ground, uand so
to return back to this place, I do consent to and order your going so far with them. ILetnot the time run out farther,
that if you are not in a capacity for this service other measures may be taken, of which give me speedy notice.”?

THE FISHERIES OF MARBLEHEAD FROM 1715 10 1790.—In the autolbiography of Parson Barnard; chosen minister
of Marblehead in 1715, are found these words, referring to his arrival there in 1715: *“Nor could I find twenty familics
that could stand on their own legs; and they were generally as rude, swearing, drunken, and fighting a crew as they
were poor. I soon saw the town had a price in its hands, and it was a pity they had not the heart to improve it.”’¢

After giving this most deplorable account of the moral, social, and commercial state of the settlement before 1720
he states that by the middle of the century a great change had been experienced, and thus describes the rise ot the
fishery trade: = Mr. Joseph 8wett, a young man of strict justice, of great industry, enterprising genius, quick appre-
hensivn,; and firm resolution, but swall fortune, was the first man who engaged in it (sending fish to foreign markets).
He sent a cargo to Barbadoes, and from the profits of the voyage found that he increased his stock, and went on build-
ing vessels, till he was enabled to send vessels to Europe, loading them with fish and pointing out to others the path fo

i Massachusetts Maritime Manuscripts, vol. i, p. 50, 4 Ibid., vol. iii, p. €9.
2 Jid., vol. ii, p. 184, 5. Ibid., p. 88.
3 1bid., p. 549, ¢ Harper’s Magazine, Jualy, 1874,



HISTORICAL REFERENCES: MASSACHUSETTS. ©05

riches. The more promising young men of the town followed his example; and from this small beginuing Marblehead
became one of the first trading towuns in the bay.”

“From this time,” he continues, ‘“‘the town began to export its own fish. In 1740 the town bad 150 vessels
engaged in fithing, ar:d at least a third as many more in carrying them to Bilboa ard other Spanish ports. The town
became second in population and wealth to Bosten, and, when the days of trial came, its port of eutry and its freest
benefactor.”

“‘As soon as the fishing business began to resume its accustomed activity,” says Road, “a law was passed by the
legislature rcquiring a tax of sixpence a month for every fisherman in the province. The penalty for the non-payment
of the tax was a fine of £20 sterling. The passage of this act was considered a great hardship by the fishermen
of Marblehead, who complained that they could barely obtaiu a livelihood, and counld ill afford to pay the tax. This
oceurred about the year 1735, Finally, one Benjamin Boden, a man more daring than his associates, determined
to resist what he termed the imposition,” and flatly refused to comply 1o the requirements of the law. The collector,
William Fairchild, esq., after vainly demaunding the tax, brought a suit against the delinquent for the amount. This
action on the part of the collector ecaused great excitement throughout the town, and fiually & town meeting was
called to consider the matter. At this meetirg the tax was denonnced unjust and oppressive, and the town voted to
pay the penalty and the costs of any suit or suits arising from a resistance to the six-penny act.”1

Concerning the condition f the Marblehead fisheries sbout the middle of the last century, Douglass writes:

‘‘Marblehead, in New England, ships off more dried cod than all the rest of New England besides; anno 1732, a
good fish year, and in profound peace, Marblehead had about 120 schooners, of about fifty tons burthen; seven men
aboard, and cne man ashore to make the fish, is about 1,000 men employed from that town, besides the seamen v ho
carry the fish to market; if they had all been well fished, that is, 200 quintals to a fare, would have made 120,000
gnintals. At present, anno 1747, they have not excceding seventy schooners, and make five fares yearly; first is te
the Isle of Sable; the codfish set in there early in the spring, and this fare is full of spawn: formerly they fitied out
in February, but by stormy weatber having lost some vessels, and many anchors, cables, and other gear, they do not
fit out until March. Their second fare is in May to Brown’s Bank, aud the other banks near the Cape Sable const;
these are also called spring fish. Their third ard fourth fares are fo St. George’s Baunk, called sunnucr fish.  Their
tifth and last fare is in autemn to the Isle of Sable; these are called winter fish.  New Fngland cod is generally
cured or dried upon hurdles er brush. Anno 1721, were cured at Caneo, off Nova Scotia, 26,0 0C quintals of codfishi; but,
as it is said, the officors of that garrison used the fishermen ill, and no fishery has been kept there for many years.
At present, anno 1747, there is cured in all places of Briti:h North America alout 3€0,/C0 quintals dry merchant-
able cod.”2

In a foot-note Douglass adds:

*“Within these few years our cod-fishery, whaling, and ship building have failed much; and by peculation and
depopulation we were like to have been carried into roin; but it is hoped we may have better times; at present our
trade is not half so much, and our taxes from 30 to 40 times more thaa they were a few years ago. Anwo 1742 only
55 fishing schooners at Marblehiead.”

*“The depredations of the French on the sea against the commerce and the fisheries of the English colonies during
the year 1756 were severely felt in Marblehead. Several vessels, with their erews belouging liere, were captured while
on fishing banks, causing great distress among their families and great excitement in town. The exposed condition
of the harbor caused serious apprehensions of an attack from the enemy, when the people were less prepared to meet.
it, and it was finally voted to present a petition to the lieutenant-governor praying for the protection of the province..
The petition prayed also for the protection of the fishing interest, and stated that ‘in time of war the fishery is prose-
cuted with much greater difficulty and risk than any other branch of business,’as will appear by the late capture of
our vessels by the French while on the fishing banks.

¢ ¢ That, by the small extent of our town (the whole extent being little more than 2 miles square, and that rocky
and barren}, the inhabitants can have no prospect of exchanging this for a more profitable employment iu time to lcm.ne.’

“During the year 1768, 9 vessels, with their crews, were lost, and the following year 14 others met with a smn.IaP
fate, making a total of 23 vessels and 122 men and boys. Besides these, a large namber were drowned by being
washed overboard from vessels which returned. A large number of widows and orphans were thus left to the care of
the town, and the grief and suffering caused by these terrible calamities was very great.”? )

“In the year 1766 there were 40 ships, brigspsnows, and other vessels of nearly 12,000 tons mA'the aggregate
[belonging to Marblehead] engaged in foreign trade. Marblehead was then second only to .Bosrou in the numbgr
of its inhabitants. It was taxed accordingly, and more hard money was imported here than mtq any other toku in
the province of Massachusetts, As its trade flourished the wealth of its inhabitants rapidly mcrcjased. ) ﬁ.essels
loaded with codfish sailed from the town for Bilboa, in Spain, or Bordeaux, Fraoce, and came back either freighted
with the products of those countries or bearing doubloons or dollars.” * . o

The above exiract will convey some idea of Marblehead’s success as a port of fo'relg'n trade and a8 u ns.h?ng town.

“ For a time,” writes Road, ‘the attcntion of the people of Marblebead was diverted from public affairs by .tho
disasters to their fishing fleet at sea. During the year 1768, 9 vessels, with their crews, were lost, and the following
year 14 others met a similar fate, making a total of 23 vessels and 122 men and boys. Besides tht?se, a large nuflr:ber
were drowned by being washed overboard from vessels which returned. A large number of widows and orphans

@ Road's History of Marblehead, pp. 60-77.

e B O 4 Gloucester Telegraph, February 20, 1861

? British Settlements in North Ameriea. 1760. Vol i p. 302
45GRF
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were thus left to the care of the town, and the grief and suffering cansed by these terrible calamities was very great.
There were at this time about 60 merchants engaged in the foreign trade, besides a very large number of ¢sboremen’
who prosceuted the fisheries. Some of the bouses built by these merchants were among the finest in the provinee,
and one, the palatial residence of Col. Jeremiuh Lee, is said to have cost over £10,000.71

“Trom 17638 to 1770, says Collector Dodge, of Marblehead, ¢‘the town lost 23 vessels and all their crews,
amounting to 162 men, who left 70 widows and 150 ¢hildren. I find by the records of the custom-house in the year
1790, there svere 103 vesscls with tonnage of 6,769 tons liconsed in the cod-fishery.” '

We find the first fishing license on record at Marblehead dated 1789. As far back as 1768 it is recarded at the
custom-house there were 258 vesscls belonging to this port, of which fully one-half were engaged in fishing, taking
their fish on the Grand Banks of Newfoundland and near howe, off the New England shore. A large part of the catch
of codiish, after being thorougbly enred, was packed in drams and exported to France, England, West Indics, and
other foreign ports.

“The British Parliament,” says Road, ‘*having prohibited the colonists in 1775 from carrying on fisheries on the
banks of Newfoundland, it was deemed imprudent for the fishing fleet to venture out. As nearly if not guite all the
vessels belonging to the town were ready for sea, a committee was chosen to wait upon the owners and shippers and
request them not to proceed on the voyages untii afier the time of prohibition bad expired. A circular letter was also
addressed to the fishermen of other towns, requesting them fo adopt a similar course, as the safety of their lives and
the welfarc of their families depended upon their prudence and forbearance.”

In General Washington’s diary may be found this statement, referring to the people of Marblehead in 179

“The chief employment of the people of Marblehead (males) is fishing. About 110 vessels and £00 men and boys
are engaged in this business. Their chief export is fish. About 5,000 souls are said to be in this place, which has the
appearance of antiquity ; the houses are old, the streets dirty, and the common people are not very clean.”

THE FISHERIES AT THE BEGINNING OF THE PRESENT CEXTURY.—The Marblehead Ledger in 1860 gave the follow-
ing account of the fisberies of Marblehead in the early part of the present century :

“‘About 50 vesgels sailed to the banks in the summer of 1815, and as the markets were bare of fish they dld well.
* * * Seventeen new schooners were added to the fleet in 1816 or 1817—all built at Essex. The fisheries of Mar-
blehead were most prosperous during the first six or eight years of the eentury. An immense quantity of eodfish was
then exported to France, Spain, and the West Indies, if not to other countries, and those exportations were made
mostly in the winter in vessels that had been fishing in the summer, some going direct from the Lanks to foreign
ports. To Spain the fish was carried as often wet as dry, but that sent to the West Indies was always well dried and
packed in casks or ‘drums.” As a general thing, no return cargoes were brought from Spain. The fish sold at Bilboa
and other Spanish ports were paid for in doubloons, and our vessels would often proceed from those ports to the Cape
de Verde Islands and there purchase cargoes of salt. Fiom France we received our pay in silks, wines, olive oil, and
other articles, all of which found a ready sale. Sugar, molasses, coffee, rum, pine-apples, oranges, lemons, and other
tropical products were brought from the West Indies, and disposed of without delay. There were times in the Spanish
and French harbors when fish commanded an extremely high price. 1 was in conversation not long since with an old
fisberman, who informed me that he once went to Bilboa as a mate of a fish-laden schooner, and that the cargo was
sold at the tate of $20 a quinial. ‘We got,” said he, ‘aboat $1 for every fish we carried out.” He added that he had
kuown the article to bring a still higher price, but this wus soon after the termination of the war of 1812,

‘It appears to have been not an uncommon ocenrrence half a century ago for the skipper of a vessel, after having
loaded his craft with codfish on the banks, to set sail at once for sonie French or Spanish port, thus being away from
liome for six to nine months, Many years since a large number of our bankers used to make three trips in the course
of a season, leaving the harbor as early as the 1st of February snd remaining out on their last cruise antil the 1st of
December.  On one occasion a banker on her third trip was so buffeted by adverse winds that she did not arrive home
until the 24th of January. At another time one of the fleet made Cape Cod Light on the 10th of December, the weather
being then very moderate ; but on the following morning she encountered a furious nortliwester, which drove her off
the coast. The gale continued with unsbated violence nearly four days, and when it had spent its force the skipper
of the vessel, finding liimself far to the southward, without fish, provisions, and almost entirely destitute of water,
deemed it expedient to bear away for the Bermudas, He arrived at one of those islands after a three days’ run, and
remained there throughout the winter ; and on the 20th of March, when lie and his crew were supposed to bave long
sxgéce perished in the surf of the Isle of S8able, the skipper rouudeﬂ Neck Point and brought his craft to anchor off the
foot of Wharf Lane, reaching home just in season to prevent the marriage of his Jovmg wife to the captain of a Penob-
£cot wood coaster.”

MARBLEHEAD 1N 1821.—Hodgson rentarks of Marblehead as a fishing place in 1821

¢ Marblebead, the second town in the Commonwealth before the Revolation, is now comparatively ‘the top of a
rock, a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea.” It is from tbis place, principally, that the Newfound-
land fishery is carried on.  The trade, however, has latterly been very unproductive, and I saw the fishing craft, which
was now drawn on shore, very generally advertised for sale or charter.””

! History of Marblehead, pp. 77, 78. 2 Hodgson's Journey, p. 237.
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STATI‘?I\HC‘ST OF )1Al1£LEHEAI) FISHERIES IN 1?31.—‘Thc Gloucester Te.h:gruph of April 28, 1832, says: “Six vessels
were lost in season of 1331, and, generally speaking, the season was unfavorable. Fifty-seven vessels were engaged
in the cod and mackerel fishery, with crews numbering 412 men:

1,682,650 fish were taken, and the weight of same was 55,000 quintals, at $2.25........ §187,500
Oil wade, 886 barrels,av $14. ... ..o 12, 390
Sounds, tongues, &ec., 1,236 barrels.. ... e e e e e e enne e e 5, 000
Mackerel, 1,600 batrels, at $3.50. ... ..o oo L B, 600
160, 490

Deduct salt cousumed, 8,000 hogsheads, at $4 .. ... ... oo 0. 32, 000
128, 490

Deduct bait consnmed, 1,000 barrels, at $5 . oveool oiimen e e 5, 000
B 3 T < 123, 400
Now,if we add bounty allowed.. ... oo 17, 000
We shall have this sum to divide between owners and CTOWS oo e n oo mn oo se oo oo 140, 490
First three-eighths for owners. ... . i e, 52, 682
&7, 808

to be divided between 412 men, which will give $213.52 while employed, on an average eight months,

“The amonnt of sounds, tongues, halibut, &ec., saved, if accurately known, would have no doubt added one quarter
to these last items.”

STATISTICS FOR 1832.—The Gloucester Telegraph of February 9, 1833, says: By a statement in the Marble-
Lead Gazette it appears that the £4 vessels engaged in the bank cod-fishery from that town the past year, employing
324 mien and 46 boys, brought home 60,000 quintals of fish, amounting to §150,000, B10 barrels of oil, $10,125, and
souunds, tongnes, &c., to the value of §5,000 to $7,000 more. To this is to be added the bounty allowance, amounting
to §16,128. The whole product was thercfore $176,000. After deducting expenses of salt and bait, the owners received
about §53,000, and the crews $88,340, amounting to $254.58 per share, while employed, say eight months.”

THE FISIING MOST PROSPEROUS IN 1839.—According to Road: ¢ The year 1839 may be said to have been the period
when the fishing business of Marblehead reached the zenith of its prosperity. At that time 98 vessels, only 3 of which
were under 50 tons burden, were employed in the business—a larger number than have ever sailed from this port since
the time of ‘Jefferson’s embarjgo.’”’

DrcLixg oF THE FISHERIES.—The Revolution, the French and English wars, and the war of 1812, with the em-
bargo thut preceded it, soon put an efiectual stop to the astonishing prosperity which Marblehead had ewjoyed, for
the most part wninterruptedly, since 1750.

‘t Before the Revolution the town had 12,000 tons of shipping and 1,200 voters; after the war she had enly 1,500
tons of shipping and 500 voters, while there were abont 500 widows and 1,000 orphans in the place.”

From the year 1840 there was 2 gradual decrease in the fisheries until 1846, when 11 vessels werce lost with 65
men, leaving 43 widows and 150 fatherless children, which seriously diminished the fleet, reducing it 937 tons.

The Barnstable Patriot of April 28, 1847, contained this item:

¢ MARBLEHEAD FISHING BUSINESS.~—A native of Marblebead informs us, says the Danvers Courier, that this
business, which has been for several years the chief pursuit of the citizeus of that town,is now uearly abandoned.
They have determined to fit out but 15 vessels this year, while in 1837 therc were 122 vessels which Lelonged to Mar-
blchead and were engaged in the cod-fishery on the banks. They have been compelled thus to limit their intercsts in
this business, principally by the long train of unfortunate and disastrous circumstances which has for the last few
Fears accompanied their enterprise.”

FISHERY STATISTICS FOR 1856,—~The Gloucester Telegraph of February 10, 1857, gives the following item: “The
whole number of vessels engaged in the fishery business in Marblehead in the year 1856 was 43; amount of tonnuge,
2,782 tons; rumber of men, 322; number of fish taken, £33,000, weighing 26,079 quintals, valued at §137,188; with
11,074 gallons of oil, valued at $10,870. The amount of the bounty was $14,598, which, added to the value of the fish
and oil, made a total of $163,656.”

SneLL nears.—To turn aside for a moment from the continuous tale of decreasing prosperity to an incident of
enriogity noted in the Essex Institute Historical Collections, vol. ii, p. 12, we annex thisstatement: The monstrous
heap of half-decayed and broken clam shells at Throgmorton’s Cove renders it certain that this charming and secluded
spot was often visited by the Indians as a favorite fishing place, or a sort of aboriginal summer watering-place. Th.e
shells now remain as when cast aside by the Indian families, who must have devoured shell-fish in immense quanti-
ties. Some 30 cords have been taken away as manure, but yet a great collection remains.”

COXDITION OF THE FISHERIES FROM 1860 To 1865.—The Cape Ann Advertiser of Junuary 27, 1860, says: “I’or’q.*-
four vessels were engaged in cod-fisheries from Marblehiead in 1859. They fish entirely on the G_r:md B:mk.’e,‘wlfich is
more profitable though less pleasant than the mackere] fishery.” In the l\iarblelmad‘ Ledger of May 12, 1860,'1!, was
stated that the fleet was that year greatly vednced, there being but 35 vessels engaged in the bank fishery. During the
previous winter some bad been sold to other places, and others put inte the coasting and freighting business.

R

‘Harper's Magazine, July, 1874, p. 201,
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The “Ledger” of June, 12060, says: *“The arrival of the first fishing vessel {rom the banks shows that this long
established business is destined at no very distant day to be discontinued. The scheoner Florence Hooper sailed about
ten weeks since for the banks and retorned on Friday, June 1, with bot 1,500 fish, and reports a great searcity. It
seems hard for men to Jeave their homes with hopes buoyant of success 10 go on voyages known to everyone as an
occupation in which they would not engage except for the chanceof being successful in a good catch of fish; when to
return after an absence of two months or more, knowing the time spent amounting to nothing, and perhaps in debt
to the vessel, to say nothing of hardships and risks, the bounty the only compensation, thongh small.”

In 1851 the business partially recovered. When the war of the rebellion broke out it took mcost of the young
men out of the Lusiness and reduced the fishing fleet to 21 vessels in 1865.

After the close of the war the fishing business of Marblebead fell to a low ebb. Some of the best vessels were sold
and more were ready for sale. -

SWAMDPSCOTT.

THE FISHERIES FROM 1794 T0 1860.—The Gloucester Telegraph of January 8,1870, contained the following item,
showing the extent of the Swampscott fishing fleef in 1795 :

“In 1795 but 1 vessel, the Dove, a schooner of abont 20 tons, owned by James Phillips and four others, sailed
from that place in pursuit of fish. This was the first vessel ownred in Swampscott, and she wounld make but a sorry
show if placed alongside the neat, trim, fast-sailing crafts that compose the winter fleet of that flonrishing town.”

The Cape Ann Advertiser of Jauunary 13, 1860, referring to the number of vessels in the fleet in the year 1800,
stutes that there was only 1 fishing schooner in Swampsceott at that time and its name was the “Lark.”

The number of vessels engaged in the fishing fleet in 1855, and the value of their catch, together with the tonnage
of the vessels and the number of men employed on them, is here given:

¢ Duriug the week ending March 3,1855, the Swampscott fishermen were unusually successful. The number of
boats employed was 14 and the aggregate tonnage 600. The total number of men employed was 126, and the fish
which they caught sold for $5,272. None of the boats, excepting one, were out more than tive days.” !

About the close of the next year, also, some of the Swampscott fishermen were very successful:

* During the week ending December 13 the schooner Flight, Captain Stanley, with 13 hands, eaught 62,700
pounds of cedfish.  And a short time before, the crew of the Jane canght in one day, among a large numher of cod-
fish of the ordinary size, 12 which weighed on an average 56 pounds each. Capt. Nathaniel Blanchard caught one
codtish which weighed 94 pounds gross, and 78 pounds dressed.”?

“In 1857 haddock appeared in great numbers at times during the early part of the year. On the 13th of March
about 100 of the Swampscott fishermen, in 12 boats, caught in some six hours 160,000 pounds of fish, almost entirely
haddock,”?

Lewis & Newhall record the Jarge catch of fish made by the little schooner Flying Dart, in 1860, as follows:

“The little fishing schooner Flying Dart, of Swampscott, with a crew of 12 men, on the 25th of February,
brought in 14,000 pounds of fish, caught by them that day. The fish werereadily sold at an average rate of 2 cents a
pound.” .

THE FISHERIES FROM 1870 To 1874.—The Gloucester Telegraph of Jannary 1,1870, contains an article on the
winter fishery of Swampscott for the year 1869, and the disposition made of the fish; the article is here reproduced:

“Fifteen vessels and 200 men are engaged the present season in the fishery business from Swampscott. The
vessels, which vary in size from 40 to 80 tons, ieave their anchorage every morning, when the state of the weather
will allow, and return as carly as possible in the afternoon. The fish that have been caught are sold as soon as Janded
upon the beach, and being packed in large wagons are conveyed in the night to Boston, where they are ready
for the early customers on the following morning. The Swampscott fishermen have done quite well thus far the
present scason, there having Leen no very cold or extremely rongh weather, while the catch has been fair and the
demand steady at good prices. They well deserve all they get, for fow men labor harder or suffer more in the pursuit
of a livelilood than the fishermen.”

In 1870 the winter fishery of this place was very extensive, as will be seen by the following statement from the
Gloucester Telegraph of Decewber 3, 1870

“ Twenty Swampscott schooners are now engaged in winter fishing, being the largest number ever employed in
the business. The boats are bringing in large quantities of cod and pollock, which are selling at low prices.”

The product of the Swampscott fisheries for the third quarter of the year 1872 is given as follows in the Gloucester
Telegraph of October 12, 1872 :

“ During the quarter ending Octuber 1, 1872, the number of barrels of mackerel caught and landed at Swampscott
was 7,000, which, at $8 per barrel, amounts to $56,000, Three hundred thousand pounds of cod were taken, which, at
2 cents per pound, amounts to $6,000. Twenty-five barrels of oil were obtained, which, at $15 per barrel, amount,
to $375; making » tutal of §62,375.”

Puring the quarter ending June 30, 1374, the Swampscott fishermen landed 320,000 pounds of ced, valued at
810,400 ; 180,000 pounds of mackerel, valued at $4,500; and 10,000 lobsters, valued at $600; making a total yield of
§15,500.

1 History of Lynn by Lewis & Newhall, p. 443, 2 Ibid., p. 448, 8 Ibid., p, 450,
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NAITANT.

NAHANT IN 1633.—The fidlowing deseription of the Tand on which Nuhant stands was written in 1633:
i ““Vpon the Southside of the Sandy Reach, the Sea beateth, which isa trne progunostication to presage stormes and
foule wcuthgr, and the breaking up of the Frost. For when the storme hath been, or is likely to be, it will roare like
Thunder, being heurd sixe miles; and after stormes casts np great stores of great Clammes, which the Tndians, taking -
out of their shels, carry home in Laskets. Ou the North side of this Bay is two great Marshies, which are made two
by a pleasant River, which runnes between them. Northward up this river goes great stove of Alewives, of which
they make good Red Herrings; insomuch that they have been at charges to make them a wayre, and a Herring house
to dry these Herrings ing the last year were dried some 4 or 5 Last [150 barrels] for an experiment, which proved
very good; this is Jike to prove a great inrichment to the land, bing a staple commodity in other Countries, for there
be sueh innumerable companies in every river, that I have seen ten thonsand taken in two hours, by two mep, with-
out any weire at all saving a lew stones to stop their passage np the river. There likewise come store of Basse, which
the English and Indians caieh with hooke and line, some fifty or three score at a tide. At the mouth of this river
runnes up a great Creeke into that great Marsh, which is called Rumney Marsh, which is four miles long and two miles
broad, halfe of it being Marsh ground, and halfe upland grasses, without 1ree or bush; this Marsh is crossed with divers
ereekes, wherein Iye great store of Geese and Duckes. There be convenient Ponds, for the planting of Duck coyes.
Hero Js likewisc belonging to this place divers fresh Meddowes, which afford goed grasse, and foure spacious Ponds,
like little Lakes, wherein is good store of fresh Fish, within a mile of the Towne ; out of which runnes a curious fresh
Broocke, that is seldom frozen, by reason of the warmness of the water; upon this stream is built a water Milne, and
up this river come Smelts and frost fish, much bigger than a Gudgeon.?”!

THE CLAM INDUSTRY IN 1712.—Bevond the above little is known of the carly history of Nahant. The follswing
item from Lewis & Newhall’s History of Lynn shows that the waters of Nahant furnished great quantities of clams:

¢1712.—This year, all the shells, which eame upon the Nahant beaches, were sold by the town, 1o Dauiel Brown
and William Gray, for thirty shillings. They were not to sell the shells for more than eight shillings a Joad, contain-
ing forty-eight bushels, heaped measure. The people were permitied to dig and gather the clams as before, but they
were required to open them on the beach, and leave the shells,  The honse in which I (Newball) was born, was plas-
tered with lime made from these shells.”

NAHANT IN RECENT YEARS.—For inany yvears this romautic spot has been famous as a scaside resort.  Handsome
summer houses gradually replaced the fishermen’s hufs that cuee dotted the shores, until now there is scarcely a spot
where the fishermen can congregate. One vessel owned here is employed for a part of each year in the lobster fishery.

LYNN.

LyxN FROM 1633 TO 1857.—William Wood wrote in 1633: “The land aftordeth to the inhabitants as many
varieties as any place else, and the sca more; the Basse continuing from the middle of April to Michaelmas (September
29) which stayes not half that time in the Bay (Boston Hurbor); besides, Liere is a great deal of Rock cod and Maerill,
insomuch that shoales of Bass have driven up shoates of Macrill from one end of the sandy Beacli to the other; which
the inhaldtants have gathered up in wheelbarrows. The Bay which lyeth before the Towne, at a lowe spring tyde
will be all flatts for two miles together; npon which is great store of Muscle Banckes, and Clam banckes, and Lob-
sters amongst the rockes and grassie holes.”

In the early part of the year 1631 the resources of Lynn were very limited.  We are told by Lewis and Newhall
that “ provisions were very scarce, and many persons depended for snlsistence npon elams, ground-nuts, and acorns.”

In the next year the town authorities passed an order whereby the fish, bass, and alewives conld ascend the Sau-
gus River to the Great Pond. Tbis order, dated Octolber 3, aud recorded hy Lewis and Newhall, reads:

€ 1632, October 3: Yt is ordered, that Saugus plantation ghall have Hberty to Luild a ware upon Sangus Ryver;
also, they have prowised to make, and eontinually to keepe, a goode fooie bridge, upen the most convenient place
there.”

This weir was chiefly built by Thomas Dexter, for the purpose of taking bass and alewives, of which many woere,
dried and sioked for shipping.

The following additional facts, recorded by Lewis and Newhall, show the condition of the fisheries frow 1633 to
1857
At a town meeting on the 12th of Jaly, 1633, Edward Richards test ified that Mr. Tomlins ¢ was not to stop or

hinder the alewives to go up to the Great Pond.””

And in 1646 the following was a condition in & deed of property: “To allow sufficient water in the Ould River

for the Alewive to come to the wyres before the Grantor’s house.” . _
A similar petition to that permitted for the benefit of the people of Sangus was also grauted in favor of the people

of Reading in respouse to their prayer of October 3, 1879, viz: “That the alewives might be permitted to come up

to Reading pend, as before; that they might find no olstruction at the iron works, but ‘ come np freely into our

ponds, where they have their natural Lieeding place,”” which was granted.
In 1696 immense numblers of great clams were thrown upon the beaches at Lynn by siorms. The people were

permitted, by a vote of the town, to dig and gather as many as they wished for their own use, but no more; and uo

1 History of Lynn by Lewis & Nowhall, p. 144.
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person was allowed to carry any out of the town, on a penalty of 208. The shells were gathered in cart-loads on the
beach, and manufuctured into lime,

For nearly a century and a half there is no record of the progress of the Lynn fisheries. The next fact noted is
that in the year 1832 a whaling company was formed and 5 ships employed. They harbored in S8angus River, but on
the crossing of the railroad, in 1838, they were removed to Boston. None of the whale-ships were builf at Lyon. A
ship-yard was established in the western part of the town about this time, but no vessel larger than a schooner was
built there.

To increase the valne of the fisheries an act was passed on March 26, 1852, by the Lynn authorities, to prevent
the destruction of shad and alewives in Saugus River aud the tributary streams in the city of Lynn. Shad had long
before disappeared, but alewives eontinued abundant.

¢ In the summer of 1357 much excitement took place in many places (Lynn included), concerning the discovery of
pearls in fresh-water mussels and clams, Many small ones were found iu shell-fish taken from the floating bridge and
flax-ponds in Lynn, but not enough to render the search more profitable than regular labor. It was quite amusing
oceasionally to observe some venerable and demure citizen, who never in his life had been guilty of imagining there
was such an amusement in the world, wending his way toward the pouds, and fancying his real object entirely con-
cealed by the rod and line and other sporting gear with which he had 50 cunningly encumbered himself,”

MEDFORD AND VICINITY.

VESSEL FISHERIES OF MEDFORD FROM 1629 10 1639. —The following interesting sketch is from Brooks's History
of the town, printed at Boston in 1855:

o Medford.belungs the honor of establishing the first fisheries in ‘Londen’s Plantation of Massachusctts Bay.
Careful and costly preparations for this business were made in England in 1629, by Mr. Cradock, who believed it the
most promising investinent then offered from the New World. In the company’s ‘ first general letter,” under date of
April 17, 1629, is indicated a course of trade which was to be pursued by the Medford fishermen. It is thus: ‘Webave
sent five weigh of salt in the Whelpe, and ten weigh in the Talbot. If there be sballops to be had to fish withal,
and the season of the year fit, pray let the fishermen (of which we send six from Dorchester), together with some of
the ship’s eompany, endeavor to take fish, and let it be well saved with the said salt and packed up in hogsheads
and send it home by the Talbot or Lion’s Whelpe. At the same time they send ‘a seine, being a net to fish with. May
28, 1620 ; they say, ‘ We send salt, lines, books, knives. boots, &e., for the fishermen, desiring our men may be employed
in harbor, or upon the bank. If you send ships to fish on the bank and expect them not to return again to the plan-
tation, &e.’

“Py this it appears that those vessels which had canght a cargo of fish ‘on the bank’ were expected to take
them thenee to London. September 3, 1635, the general court chose a commiltee of six ‘for setting forward and man-
aging a fishing trade.” That tishing was profitable, we have the following early record: ‘Thirty-five ships sailed this
vear (1622) from the west of England, and two from Lendon, to fish on the New England coasts, and made profitable
voyages,” Through the insirumentality of our fishing interest, the general court passed the following order, May 22,
1639 : ¢ For further encouragement of men to set upon fishing, it is ordered that such ships and vessels and other stock
as shall be properly employed and adventured in taking, making, and transporting of fish according to the course of
fishing voyages, and the fish itself shall be exempt, for seven years from henceforth, from all country charges.’

“To show how minute was the fostering care of our fathers on this point, we have the following order of June 2,
1641 : ‘It is ordered that fishermen shall have their fish for bait at the same rate that others have at the wears, and
be first served.” *‘The property of Governor Cradock, invested at Medford for fishing and other purpoeses,” was large.
Mr. Savage says, ‘ he maintained a small plantation for fishing at Mistick, in the present bounds of Malden, opposite
to Winthrop’s farm, at Ten Hills.” Complaint was made by our fishermen of a law, passed by Plymouth Colony,
which laid a tax of 5s. on ‘ every share of fish’ caught by strangers ‘at-the cape.’

‘ From all that we can gather, we conclude that Mr. Cradock had invested as much as §15,000, which, in various
trade here, must have made Medford a thriving and populous plantation for an infant settlement. The fishing busi-
ness continued for fifteen or twenty years, but with less and less profit to Mr. Cradock. It was finally abandoned
as a failure, and afterwards the river-fishing alone claimed attention.

SHAD AND ALEWIFE FISHERIES IN MYSTIC RIVER.—‘May, 1639: The price of alewives in Medford, at this time,
was 5s. per thousand. This made food incredibly cheap.

‘“’That Mystic River, as a resort for fish, was early known aad greatly valued, appears from many testimonies.
In Josselyn’s account of his two voyages to New England (1638), we have the following record: *The river Mistick
runs through the right side of the town (Charlestown), and, by its near approach to Charles River in one place, makes
a very narrow neck, where stands most part of the town. The market place, not far from ihe water side, is surrounded
with houses.” In Mystic River wero ‘bass, shad, alewives, frost-fish, and smelts.” Josselyn says, ‘We will return to
Charlestown again, where the river Mistick runs on the north side of the town (that is, on the right side, as before
said), where, on the northwest side, is the town of Mistick, three miles from Charlestown, a league and a half by
water, a scattered village. At the head of this river are great and spacious ponds, full of alewives in the spring-time;
the notedest place for this sort of fish.’

“This quotation from Josselyn, while it goes to prove that bass, shad, and alewives were no strangers in our
rivers, shows likewise that the population of our town was then settled chiefly between the two brick housesnow stand-
ing, and that the place was called Mistick. The ‘wear’ or fishing dam at Medford was at the outlet of the pond,
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and, as our river was ‘ the notedest place’ for fish in the early days of our plantation, we presume that the ‘geine,
being a net sent to fish with,’ was the first seine ever drawn in its waters, and the first drawn on this contineni. This
was probably in 1631; and the first draft was donbtless an event of liveliest interest, of rare wonder, and exceeding
joy. If any webor filament of that pioneer ‘seine’ had come down to ns, it would Lefitting for the town, in the year
1281, to parade it as a banner, and nnder it to nnite in cclebrating the fifth fishermen’s jubilee on the river,

“June 6, 1639: *It is ordered that all wears shall be set open from the last day of the week, at noon, till the
sccoud day in the morning. Johns n, in his *Wonder-working Yrovidenee,” says “ The Lord is pleased to provide for
them great store of fish in thespring-time, and especinlly alewives, about the bigness of a herring. Many (housauds
of these they use to put under their Indian eorn.’

“ Had Mr. Cradoek’s letters to his agests in Medford been preserved we shouid ecrtainly bave in them a complete
history of the fishing establishment he waintuined hiere, and probably a comparative esthmate of sea and river fishing.
The introduction of the drag-net, in 1631, when Mystic River was full of fish, was an example that would be followed
more and more ax proper seines eould be knit aud easy markets seeured.  The narrowness of the river, the steepners
of its bauks, its freedom from roeks, and its many couvenient landing-places rendered net-fishing easy and c¢heap, It
settled down into a regular business, and any one had a right to pursue it.  We bave no account of the intermittent
run of certain fish as witnessed in our time. We presunmic it may not have been so remarkable then, when dams
and water-wheels had not impeded or frightened the finuy adventurers, or when {ilth aund poisons had not made their
highways dangerous.  We think it will be found that several species of fish will have periodic Teturng to plaeces which
they have left for many years. Acts of legislation have not been wanting by our town or State: but the fish care
notling about votes.

“The first mention of specific action by the town, as such, is dated January 18 1768, when it was voted ‘to
petition the general court coneerning the fishery in this town.’

“March 3, 1768: Mr. Benjamin Hall and oibers petition the general court “for liberty 1o draw with seines at two
difficrent places in Mistick River three days in o week)?  This petition was uot acted upou for sowme vears. The next
act of the general court touching this prolifie trade in Medford was in February 16, 1709, and was as follows: ‘An act
to prevent the destruction of fish ealled alewives and shad in Mystic River, so called, wirhin the towns of Cuanbridge,
Charlestown, and Medford, and for repealing all Jaws Leretofore made for that purpose.  Whereas the fishery in Mystie
River, in tho county of Middlesex, if properly regulated, will be of great public wtility, as it serves {o promote the
cod-fishery and is also of advantage to the partienlar fowns throngh which the river runs, afferding, in some measure,
subsistence and support to the inhabitants thereof, and is therefore necessary to be preserved,’ &e.

*“The act provides that each of the threo fowns is empowered to choose & committee for the prescrvation of fish,
whose duty it shall be to keep out of the river all obstructions to the free ingress of thic fish. The act grants to Cam-
bridge the right to fish, within the limirs of that town, on Monday, Tuesday, and Friday; and to Charlestown and
Medford the right of fishing, within the limits of those towus, ou Mouday, Wednesday, aud Friday—{rom the first of
March to the last day of June. Penalty for each violation of the law, £3. In this act the right of each inhabitant
to fish is recognized and secured. If persous from other towns should either stop or catceh fish in this river they shall
each be fined £3 for every such offense; and the committee shall have power to arrest them, and sell their seines,
drag-nets, marsh-nets, baskets, or any other implements nsed by then:. This act to be in use five years and no
jonger,

Tu Immediately ou the passage of this act the town proceeded, April 2,1793, to a new step, indicated in the foilow-
ing vote: ‘Voted that the town will let out their fishing-grounds to the highest bidder the present year.’ .\Vhile this
vote was based npon the original right of the town to the fisheries within its borders, some minor gquestions awose,
which led the inhabitants, at the same meeting, to choose a committee to inquire into the rights of the town in the
fishing-grounds. The resalt was that January 21, 1803,1he town * voted that a petition be present(‘d‘tu;tho gc%wr_ul
court, at their prescnt session, to enable the town to let out the right of taking fish in Mystic River, \\'xih:n}.hc limits
of the town.” The legislature granted the petition ; and Medford then divided the fishing districts thus: ¢ First, from
Charlestown and Malden line to Medford Bridge; second, from the bridge to the beach opposite Janres Taft's harn;
third, from tke above-named beach to the Charlestown line westerly. ' Ny .

* Among the earliest fishermen were Jolin Cutter, Jonathan Tufts, and Henjﬂ‘lmn' Teel. In ‘15«)3 (-jﬂf,t.t!‘ p:m'l‘a()‘o,
Tufts $13, and Teel 13, for the right of fishing. John Cutter.fished near the ¢ dike,’” or '_Iubor in vain: I’s‘aae Tofts
fished from the bridge to Rock Hill; and Capt. S8amuel Teel and his nephew from Rock Hill to the poud. 1%10 naues
of the fishermen are seldom given in therecords. Charles, Simen, and Seth Tufts are tl{eru. In 1812 the ﬁshcrm.en
paid $100 for,the right. The average, for twenty years, has been §250. In atj‘corfllancc with the docxsxonLof‘ the kgl-st
lature, the town voted, March 14,1803, to sell their right of fishing in Bf):stlc Rlver. It was s,(fld fo.r $)1,~ .’“’ publie
auction. 7The next year it was sold, in the same manner, for §160 ; a |~1d this equitable modc'of dlSDO.SIHg of it bem;xlje
established, and the premium offered continued for several years to increase. The ~vote of the town was gm?rfl- );
thus, as in March 1,1824: ‘ Voted that the selectmen be appointed a committee to dispose of the privilege of taking
shad and alewives within the limits of said town the ensuing season.” g o

‘ In 1835 Joseph L. Wheeler bought the ‘ upper reach,” from Marble Brook to the poud, for S.'Z/ q)()l)“— ’mmum, .nr:
James Rogers bought the ‘ lower reach,’ from Marble Brook to the eastern h(.mk‘r of the town, fo_r ._,1;;:){ I;(;Sm]';(,,;
The annual sales have lately (1855) been less than £200. The shad and alewives were dbuudfmt t)x]l 1 )(;x;) ilk‘,‘ v; 560
they began gradually to withhold their visits. A writer s&ys‘tha't'about ﬂn? year 180? ‘w];ms c(»l(]lmtlg:t )mp(;rti,;n.
shad anoually at ¢ Little River’ (near Fresh Pond), but that in 1852 there was not one taken, an at, §

ally, a similar statement might be made concerning alewives. o N .
y"‘ Nnthi;g can frighten alewives; but the shad is an exceedingly shy and timid fish. Its disappearance from our
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rivers is therefore attributed to the terrific noises made by railroad cars as they cross the Mystic at Charlestown. The
largest number of alewives taken Ly one draft from Mystic River was in 1244 ; and they counted some more than
58,000! We once saw taken, by one draft from this river, shad sufficient to fill six horse-carts.

¢“Thoe shad of late years have not been abundant; only 40 or 50 taken during a season. The number of alewives
has also greatly diminished ; and the town reccives about $150 by selling its right of fishing through the year. Smelts
continne to make their annual spring visit in undiminished numbers, and when, for noblest ends, they stealthily enter
our creeks and little streams they are watched by the hungry boys, who, for sport or profit, drive them into their
scoop-nets by dozens. In this town they do neot let enough escape to keep the race alive, and if in all other towns
they were so destroyed this beantiful and delicious fish would become extinet among ns. The greatest draft—Dby a
certain nameless boy, fifty years ago—numbered 63. They were taken from Marble, or Meeting-house, Breok.

THE FISHING FOR BaSs.—*‘In Mystic River the bass have wholly disappeared, though there are those living (1855)
who remember to have seen them plenty, and some of them weighing more than 30 pounds. In 1776 a negro named
Prince was at work on the bank of the river opposite the shallow where the ford was, a few rods above the bridge,
where hie saw an enormous bass swimming very slowly up the river. The tide was inconveniently low for the bass,
but couveniently low for the negro. Plunge went Prince for the fish, and caught him. No sconer was he out of the
water than a desperate spring, such as fishes can give, released him from his captor, and back he falls into his native
element. Quick as a steel-trap Prince springs upon him again, and again catehes him and lifts him up. The fish
struggles, and Prince and fish fall together. Again Prince rises, with his prize in his arms, and then brings him
ashore. It weighed 65 pounds. Prince thought that such a wonderful fish should be presented to the commander of
the American forces then stationed on Winter Hill. His master thought so too. Accordingly, Prince dressed himself
in his best clothes, and, taking the fish in a cart, presented it to the commander, and told the history of its capture,
and the commander gave him six cents!

FISIERIES FOR MISCELLANEOUS FRESH-WATER SPECIES.—‘“In Mystic Pond there are few fish at present. The fresh-
water perch, which appear in the sun like a fragment of a rainbow shooting through the water, are the most numer-
ouns. The brcam are not uncommon, but their size is very small. The tomcod come to winter there, and are easily
taken thus: Some ten or twelve of them gathier about a small stone, very near the shore, and each makes bis nose to
touch the stone. The fisherman sees this unfrightened family circle quietly reposing, and he suddenly and strongly
strikes the ice with an axe directly over the unsuspecting group. The blow stuns the fish, and he quickly cuts a hole
and takes them all out. Of minnows there are scarcely any, owing to the presence-of that fresh-water shark, the
pickerel. Eels are taken in winter by means of forked irons thrust into the mud through holes in the ice, and smelts
are taken at the same time, in the river at Charlestown, by means of the common hook.

THE OYSTER FISHERY.— Oyster fishing is another branch of trade carried on from Mystic River. In the early
settlement of our town, oysters were extensively used as food, and they were easily taken. They so far abounded
in that part of the river which is now bet ween our turnpike river-wall and Malden Bridge that they obstructed navi-
gation. Mr. Wood, speaking, in 1633, of these hindrances, has these words: ‘ Ships, without either ballast or lading,
may float down this (Mystic) river; otherwise the oyster-bank would hinder them, which crosseth the channel.” This
oyster-bank is one of those unfortunate institutions whose fate it has been to be often ‘run upon,’ and on which the
‘drafts’ have been so much greater than the ‘deposits’ that it long ago became bankrupt. Yet, like an honest
tradesman, it has never despaired, and within our memory has made some good fat dividends. In 1770 the sludge
from the distilleries was supposed to have poisoned those shell-fish.

THE LOBSTER FISHERY.—*‘Lobsters have not frequented our river in great numbers; but in 1854 they came up in
rge companies as far as Chelsea Bridge; and, in the warm month of October, more than 2,000, of prime quality,
were taken from that bridge. The names of all the fishermen in Medford cannot be recovered, but among them there
have been men of that great energy which secures success.

FisH TRADE.~‘The fish found their market chiefly in Boston, and were sometimes cured, and sent in barrels to
the Southern States, as food for sluves, or to the West Indies for common consumption. Many were smoked, after
the manner of herring, and caten in New England; many more were used as bait for cod-fishing on the Lanks.
Alewives, in early times, were sometimes used as manure, and shad were salted in tubs, and eaten in the winter.

FINANCIAL PROFITS.—*‘The iucome from these fisheries may not have been very large, unless we count the
support which fish furnished as food; and, in such case, we apprehend the income was great iudeed. They gave
a needed and most welcome variety in that brief list of eatables with which our fathers were wont to be contented.

“In 1839, by the enterprise of Mr. John Bishop, the business of mackerel-fishing was attempted. Some of the
finest schooners from the fleets of Hingham were purchased and fitted out in amplest order. Three schooners were
built in Medford for this service. But, before two years had elapsed, it was found impossible to compete with
Plymouth, Hingham, Gloucester, and Boston. In these places, barrels and salt were cheaper than at Medford, and
the common market more accessible, especially in winter.”!

BRAINTREE AND QUINCY.

LARLY HISTORY OF FISHERIES.—The following sketch is from the history of these towus, by W. L. Pattee:

““The first action the town took in reference to encouraging and establishing this branch of industry was at a
public meeting held March 3, 1755, when as an inducement for the citizens of Braintree, or persons from other towns,
to engage in this enterprise, the following terms were voted: *That for the encouragement of the bank cod-fishery to

} Brook’s History of Medford: Boston, 1855, pp. 381-388.
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be set up and carried on within this town, that such persons either of the town or who may eome into the town from
otber places, and shall annually, during the proper season of the vear, employ themeelves in their own vessels or those
of others, in catching and curing of codfish, are Lereby freed and to be freed from and released of their poll tax for
the space of three ycars next ensuing the time of their cotnrencing in the said business, and so long as they continue
in it within said ferm upon the provision that all sueh persons who come from otlier places shall be approved of by
the selectmen of the town or a w sjor part of them, from time to time, and such of them as shall be by the selectmen
disapproved of shall be still subject to Le warned out of the town aceording to law.” o what extent the husiness
was transacted under this encouragement of the town we are unable to say. However, this industry was carried on
at that time to considerable extent, as building vessels for this trade continued to Le proseccuted at the Point and
neighborhood from that time to the Revolutionary War, when it was suspended, and 1he hardy fishermen were
selected to man our impromptu navy. * * *

‘“ After the Revolutionary War the fish business was revived in Quiney. Ino the early part of this century Mr.
Nickerson, Major Vinal, and Mr. Bramhall were engaged, to a considerable extent in this business at the Point. It
continued to be successful until the embargo and the war of 1512 seriously interfered with its prosperity. At the
close of the war the business was again revived, and continued to prosper with vaiied success. A Jarge share of the
business was in the hands of capitalists of Provincetown aund other Cape Cod towns. In 1833 the fish interest began
to concentrate at Germantown. Captain Brown took up his residence tliere that year; Captain Hodgkinson in 1834,
and Captains Prior, Rich, Holmes, and others about that period. The land at Germantown was mostly occupied by
fish flakes, as great numbers were brought there to Le cured. In 1836, the business amounted to a little rising
$30,000. Ten vessels were engaged in cod and mackerel fiching. The amounnt of codfish canght and cured was 6,200
quintals, the value of which was estimated at $1%,800.

‘- The number of barrels of mackerel packed for market was 1,750, the valne of which was estimated at $12,242,
The number of men engaged in the business was 100. The local fish trade was at first carried on by different persons,
who would go out in the morning and procure fish, and in the afternoon dispose of their fine large fresh fish from their
wheelbarrows for G cents each. In 1823 the first cart, owned by a Mr. Rice, was used for the disposal of fish. Mr.
Snow, of Boston, succeeded Mr. Rice, and made a fortune out of the business. Mr. Samuel Andrews was engaged in
the local trade longer than any other person, and died at a ripe old age of 75 years 10 months and 11 days.”

THE WHALE-FISHERY.—‘‘Whale-fishery business was established at Germantown and at Quincy Point about the
same timne. The first vessel fitted out, of any note, at Germantown was the Cambrian, in 1239—a top-sail schooner,
which sailed on a cruice of eighteen months uvnder Captain Holises, of Germantown. The Cambrian made gnite a
suceessful voyage, having procured 20 whales and secured 420 barrels of sperm oil. The Ontario sailed under the
command of Captain Prior; also the John Rove Dodge, the Curacoa, and others, which were equally as fortunate in
supplying their owners with oil from tbe greasy monsters. The Cambrian was probably the first whale-ship that
sailed from this port. The Creole, under the command of Captain Cook, the principal owners of which were Messrs.
Calvin White, of Braintree; Simon Gillett, Ebenezer Woodward, Daniel Baxter, Isaiah G, Whiton, and Charles A,
Brown, of Quiney, sailed the latter part of the year 1840, for the Western Islands, where she was fortunate in secaring
a fine cargo, consisting of 540 barrels of sperm o¢il and 10 of Llackfish, which liberally remunerated all those connected
with {he vessel and voyage. She was abrent nine monibhs and a balf.  The brig Eschol also sailed as a whaler.”

HULL.

EanLy mistory OF HULL AND 1Ts FISHERIES.—The original name of this town was Nautascot, an Indian word,
and the place was given to the fishermen by the general court of Massuchmsetts in 1641 for the purpose of encouraging
the fisheries. The present inhabitants trace their deeds back to the following order from the general court of Massa-
chusetts, dated June 2, 1641: ““It is ordered that a plantation for the farthering of fishing shall be set up at Nantascot,
and that all the veck to the end of the furthest beach towards Hinglam, where thie tide overfloweth, shall belong to
it, and that such of the present inhabitants of Hingham as will follow fishing, and will move their habitation thither,
shall have Jand and meadow upon Nantasket Neek according to the order Lere established; and that all other men
that will follow fishing, and will remove their habitation thither, shall have such accommeodation th.crc. as the plan-
tation will afford; and that it shall be lawful for any other fishermen inhabiting any other towns w'lthm Arbe 'bu): o
set np stages at Nantasket, or any of the islands belongiug thereto, with sufticient ground for the dryu{g of their fish.
And there shall be allowed now, at the first, to every boat which shall use fishing, four acres of upland for the present,
and the_ meadow to be disposed of in an cqual portion among sucl as have cause; and it is fu~rther ordered that the
island called Pedock’s Island, and the other islands not alrcady disposed of, ¢hall belong to Nuntascot, to be to the
use of the ivhabitants and fishermen so soon as {hey shall come to inbabit there.” ]

A commission of four men was formed to Iny out and dispose of the land as ordered.  Among the first twelve men
{hat availed {themselves of this order we find the names of John Prince and Nathaniel Bosworth; cach of these received
2 acres of land. i . o

Thirty years afterwards, in 1671, we find these two men presenting the fol]o“:l{lg petition: L

“To the Right Honoured Magistrates and Depnties of the General C.ourt of New Pl)‘m(m.th, HOT‘- ;H.{,lfkgt‘ i

“ The wise providence of the great Guide of all mwen and actions having 50 order'ed, by ]11§ provic e)h?il_, o f;gn;a
me hero in this juncture of time, whercin there hath been bronght under consideration that ﬁshl‘n% d;sllgl(]l, [4 . ?1,2
years found at Cape Cod, for mackercl with wmets; which, whan we came frmx} I:om'v, I may tfm"i sxl; (‘,d} ,“med
least thought to bave, in the least manner, troubled this honeured assembly with things about; yet, being here,
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understanding that possibly there may be brought under consideration something in order to the restraint of foreigners
from lishing there, and it may seem an expedient, founded on good reason, that it should so be, I would humbly intreat
this honoured court that I may, as I desire with humbleness, so I may without any offence to this honoured Assemblv,
present you with some particulars referring to that small tdwn of Hull, in which we live.

“May it therefore please this honoured Court to understand that my bumble request is, first, whether that the
honoured Court may not have or see just cause why our little place of Hull, though not out of your jurisdiction, may
still enjoy the privileges we have hitherto bad, thongh others should be denied; and the reasons I would hambly sug-
zest are these: First, beeanse we were some of the first that were the discoverers and first bringers of it to light, as it
now is attended to the profit of the whole colony here, which we would willingly think were some ground to build
our hoypes on for the enjoyment of such a privilege. Secondly, because we humbly conceive that those of your town
who have been on that employ wili say, as well as we know, that ours coming there have been a further aim and no
hindrance to them. And, thirdly, let me with all humbleness say that, had it not been for some of us, we believe it
had not been kept afoot to this time; for our friends in yoar patent, after the first or second voyage, had given it off
again, and had not some of us kept on, and so been instrumental, beating out by evening there, and travelling on the
shore at all times and seasons, and so discovered the way to take them in Jight as-well as dark nights, it bad not been
so ecerfain a thing as now it is; or had we kept but that one thing private, we know it had, if we may inoffensively
%o speak, been a great obstruction to it to this day, But we were open-hearted to yours, and told them what we
knew, and we hope that your Honours, and this hononred Assembly, would be so to us. We humbly beseech your
Worthies not to be offended, though we thus spealk, if it may be said that as we were the first that laboured in it, so
we have had the first and most profit by it; may it please you to let us freely say, without offence, that this last year,
wherein your both persons and colony had the opportunity to improve it, hath yielded more profit elear that two or
three years before, because we were but just now come fully to understand it; but the truth ig, by reason of the dear-
ness of salt and lowness of mackerel in the years before, and our gaining was not eo considerable; especially add this
to it, that in three, we lost one voyage for want of understanding what we have made them acquainted with, as to the
light moons. But if you think that the motion, as to the whole town, may be too large, because it may be there may -
De very many, we humbly leave it to the honoured Court to bound the town to what number you see good, two or
three, or what you see good ; and so having made bold to present and trouble you with lines, I pray account it not a.
presumption, but an humble request in the behalfs of that little town of ours, which hath o great part of its livelihood
Ly fishing. And so, in all humbleness, leaving these things to your consideration, T humbly take leave, and rest your

humble petitioners in the half of ourselves and fown.
“JOHN PRINCE.

“NATHANIEL BOSWORTH.
“PLYMOUTH, this Bth June, 16717}

Iu answer to the above petition the following grant was mude, providing certain persons of Hull with means to
enable them to prosecute the mackerel fishery at Cape Cod:

“ Att the Generall Court of Election, att Plymouth, the fift of June, 1671.

‘¢ In answare voto the petition prefered to this Court by Mr John Prince and M” Nathaniel Bosworth, of the towne
of Hull, allias Nantaskett, in the behalfe of the said towne, to have libertie to imploy some boates and theire compa-
nies for the takeing of mackerell with nets, att the season thereof, att Cape Codd, this Court doth grannt vnto them
libertie for two boates and these companies, to take mackerell there att the season thereof; soe as they make payment
of what is due to the collonie from forraigners, not withstanding. any order of Court extant, prohibiting others to fish
there.”2

For the management of the town business, as aleo for the greater encouragement of the fishery industry at this
place, the order below appended was in 1647 directed in these words:

’ ¥t Att a Generall Courte of Electon, held ye 206th of y¢ 3 m°: 1647.

‘‘There being now diuners fireemen & men of good abillity in Hull who may comfortably carry on the affayres
of a towne, they are enabled by the anthorities of this Court to order the prodentiall affayres of y* towne, according
to former orders of this Court & course of other plantations, pvided that, according to former orders of Court they
endevouar the advanncem? of fishing, & that such fishermen as are there already & others web shall come thither may
have all such reasonable priviledges & encouragem? as the place will afford, & that sach places as are fitt for fishermen
may be reserved for that purpose; & wtt this caution also, that W= Parkes, Mr Glouer, & Mr Duncan, or any two of
them, be appoynted to se the order of Court for advance of ffishing duely obserued.” '

HINGHAM.

TUE FISHERIES OF HINGHAM IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY.—In the middle of the seventeenth century Hingham
and the employment of its inhabitants were thus briefly deseribed :

‘¢ Hingham, which is scituate upon the Sea coasts Svulb-east of Charles River, being a place nothing inferiour to
their Neighbours for scituation, and the people have much profited themselves by transporting Timber, Planke and
Mast for Shipping to the Town of Boston, as also Cedar and Pine-board to supply the wants of other Townes, and also
to remote parts, even as far as Barbadoes. They want not for Fish for themselves and others also.”

} Coll, Mass. Hist, Soc., vol. vi, 1st series, vp. 127,128, 2 Records of Massachnset!s, vol. iii, p. 106.
2 Piymouth Colony Records, vol. v, 1668-1678, p.63. Wondor-working Providence., London, 1654, p. 85.
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TLe fishing interests of this place were thus furthered by the  General Court aut Boston, the t4th of the 4th Me,
1641 :

*“It is ordered, that a plantation for the furthering of fishing shall fourth wtt bee set up at Nantascot, & that all
the neck to the end of the furthest beach towards Hingham, where the tide overfloweth, shall belong to it; and that
such of the p'sent inhabitants of Hingham as will follow fishing, and will remove their habitations thither, shall have
land & meadowe npen Nautaskot Neck, aceording to the order heare established, & that all other men that will follow
fishing, & will remove their habitations thither, shall have such accommodations there as the plantation will afford;
and that it shalbee lawfull for any other fishermen inbabiting in any other of the townes wttin the Bay to set up
stages upou Nantaskot, or auy of the ilands belonging thereto, wtb sufficient ground for the drying of their fish,

‘‘And that there shalbee alowed now, at the first, to evty boate web shall use fishing, 4 acres of upland for the
P'sent, & the medow to bee disposed of by an equall p’portion among such as shall have cattle; & it is further ordered,
that Mr Stoughton, Mr Dunean, Mr Glover, Willi: Heath, & Willi Parks, or any 3 of them, M Stougliton to bee one,
shall in convenient time repair to Nantaskot, & set out the lands & medow there, according to the meaning of this
order; and it is further ordered, that the iland called Pedocks iaml, & the other ilands there not otherwise disposed
ofy shall belong to Nuntaskot, to bee to the use of the inbabitants & fishermen, so soone as they shall come o inhabite
there. .

“And this Court, or some of the Court at Boston, shall from time to time appoint 2 or 3 able men to set out land,
& stage roome &, to such as shall come to iuhabite or fish there ; & in the meane time the comissioners aforenamed,
or 3 of them as aforesaid, shall dispose of the same; provided, always, that no p’son shalbee stated in p'priety in any
land or medowe there (though the same bee allotted to them) before hee bee a cetled inhabitant there, & in a course
of fishing.” !

The following orxder, relative to payment for powder supplied to Strawberry Bank, was giver at—

‘A Generall Cott, hield at Boston, the 7th of the First Me 1643-1644.

¢ Strawberry Bauk is granted to have a barrell of pawder, paying for it in dry fish, as Dover is to do for the bar-
rell granted formerly to Northam."”*

HiNGHAM FISHERIES IN 1351 AND 1360.—The Hingham Journal of April, 1860, states:

“In 1551 there were 37 vessels, of 2,401 tons, belonging to this port, owned here and manned by 500 persens. We
cannot say that the number of vessels has much increased since that time, yet what we have constitute a very hand-
some fleet, DBefore the end of the month some of our vessels will Le on George’s and other fishing grounds, looking
out for schools of mackerel.”

The result of the mackerel fishery for 1366 is given as follows:

“ MACKEREL.—Mackerel have been found plenty off the coast of Maine, and the shore fishing promises better than
for many years before. They take the hook readily, as in olden times.

“The Hingham Journal gives the following late arrivals in that port and Pocasset, after a short absence: Schr.
Pony with 113 headed bbls; Oasis 200 do. do.; Omega 185 packed bbls; Eleanor F. 205 headed bbls; Emma 160 do.
do. ; Prairie Flower do. do. Northern Light 180 do. do.”*

COHASSET.

THE FISHERIES IN 1821.—The Rev. Jacob Flint in 1821 wrote the following description of the fisheries engaged
in by the people of this place, with some details as to number of vessels, men, quintals capght, &e.:

“There are 41 vessels of different tonnage owned in Cohasset. Of these, 1,067 tons are employed in the mackerel
fishery. They take, in a scason, 2,420 barrels; 200 tous are employed in the cod-fishery ; taking 2,590 quintals of cod-
fish (average for a number of years). The fishing vessels employ 223 men and boys. Some of the largest vessels are
employed in foreign trade. After the season for taking fish, a number of the fishing vessels are employed in ihe coast-
ing trade with various parts of the United States, and some in trade with the West Indies.”

At that time, according to the same authority, there were a number of extensive salt-works, at which about 5,500
bushels of salt were annnally made.

THE MACKEREL FISHERY IN 1860.—The following details concerning the mackerel fishery o

are from the Barnstable Patriot: o .
The mackerel fishery of Cohasset has closed for the season, piling the wharves with tiers of bbis. of that aquarial

flesh.  Ono of the fleet, the Harriet Torey, bas landed 1,500 bbls, William Burdick, of the above vessel, hus caught
117 bBls. with his own hook, and will clear $548.00.”

f Cohaéset for 1860

SCITUATE.

FISHING STATION AT SCITUATE ; LICENSE FOR OYSTER PLANTING.—In 1633 the ship William set up a fishing
station at Scituate, the objeet of which was, doubtless, the capture of cod.

In 1639 the following license was granted to a Mr. William Vassall: . i
%1639, December. ~ Licence or liberty is granted to Mr. William Vassall to make an oyster bank in the‘l‘;’grﬂ:
River, 60 rods in length, and across the said river, in some convenient place, near his farm there, called t{’j (i

msetts, vOL 1. . 3o6. TS Barmstable Patriof, Angust 21, 1660,
' y assachus L, vob. i, P86 3 gust - , )
Records of Massachusetts, vo " 4Coll. Mass. it Soc., vol. ii, 3 series, p. 102,

2 Ibid., vol. ., p. BT.
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New-land, and to appropriate it to his own use, forbidding all others to use the same without his hcense {Colony
Reeords. ]—The inference seems to be that the oyster was not common in this river.”!?

EARLY HISTORY OF THE MACKEREL FISHERY.—The following interesting acconnt of the mackerel fishery from
1680 to 1312, including certain laws regarding the capture of the fish enly at eertain seasous, modes of capture, and
habits of the fish, appears in the Colleetions of the Massachusetts Historical Society, vol. iv, 2d series:

“The mackere] fishery has been pnrsued with great anccess fron: Scituate during a long series of years. As early
as the year 1680 Robert Studson, of Scituate, with Nathaniel Thomas, of Marshfield, it appears, hired the ‘Cape
Fishery’ for bass and mackerel of the colony. Subsequent to 1700 it was common for a vessel to take 800 or more
barrels during the season within Massachusetts Bay, which were worth in those early times about 40 shillings, O. 'F,,
the barrel. It was eommon, we are told in later annals, at Roston and at Plymouth, &¢., when making an outfit
cargo for the Jamaica market, to floor a vessel, as it is termed, with an hundred or more barrels of Scitunate mackerel.
It is probable the packing ount, so termed, was usually performed in Boston in old times. In 1670, in Plymouth
Colony, at the June court, this law passed: ‘ Whereas we have formerly seen great inconvenience of taking mackerel
at unseasonable times, whereby their increase is greatly diminished, and that it hath been proposed to the conrt of
the Massachusetts that some course might be taken for preventing the same, and that they have lately drawn up an
order about the same, this eourt doth enact that henceforth no mackerel shall be caught, except for spending while
fresh, Defore the first of July annually, on penalty of the loss of the same, the one half to the informer aud the other
to the colony.” In 1634, on the motion of William Clark, a merchant of Plymouth, the court passed an order prohib
iting the seining of mackerel in any part of the colony, when the court leased the cape fishery for bass and mackerel
to Mr. Clark for seven years at £30 per annum, but which he resigned 1689.

“Dr. Douglass, who wrote o New Lngland about 1750, says of macker-l: ‘They set in the second week of May,
lean, and seem to eat muddy ; some are caught all snmmer.  ‘There is a second setting in for antumn, fat and delicious
eating. They are north latitude fish, and are not found south of New England. Beginning of July for a short time
they disappear, or will not take the bait; hook mackerel, for a market, arc preferable to those caught by seines,
which bruise one another.” These fish, it seems, were formerly seined for the purpose of bait, s practice now disunsed,
and all are taken by the hook. (The people of Hull, it seems, first taught the Piymouth colonists to take them at
Cape Cod by moonlight. See Hist. Coll., vol. vi, 1st ser., p. 127.) They are a capricions and sportive fish. In
cloudy, and cven wet, weather they take the hook with most avidity. They are very partial to the color of red;
hence a rag of that bue is sometimes a bait, A small strip of their own flesh, taken from near the tail, is used as a
bait with most sucecess.

“Iu early times the shores of our bays were skirted by forest trees quite near to the water’s edge. In the month of
June, wlhen all nature is in bloom, the volatile farina of the bloom of the forest trees then floats in the air, and occa-
sionally settles on the smooth surface of the seas. Then it is that this playful fish, attracted by this phenomenon,
feaps and bounds above the sarface of the water. 8o again, at a later period, in July and Awugust, winged insects,
carried away by the southwest winds, rest and settle on the bosom of the ccean, a welcome herald, it is said, to the
mackerel cateher. Such are the habits of many fishes, and henee the use of the fly as a bait by the angler of the trous
strearos.

**A mackerel fishery existed in former days at Plymouth. There were perhaps twelve small schooners thus em-
ployed in autumn, taking 50 barrels a week each, in the bay, about the year 1754. The people of Rhode Island and
Connecticut were largely coucerned in this fishery formerly, it being very common to see 20 or more small sloops
from this section of New England, occasionally taking shelter under Plymonth beach in stormy periods. But the
places where these fish are now taken are chiefly George’s Banks, Nantucket Shoals, and Block Island Channel. In
the year 1770 we are told there were upwards of 30 sail of vessels in this branch of the fisheries, from Scitnate;
but not so many since 1783 to 1812.  War, the scourge of national prosperity, destroys or suspends all exterior fisheries.
‘We hope and trust a state of peace will revive and prosper them.”

A series of essays on commerce appeared in a Boston newspaper about the year 1784. Oune of them was devoted
in part to the fisheries, in which the writer (probably James Swan, esq., a member of the general court for Dor-
chester), with felieity of expression, enlogized the mackerel fishery, saying ¢ that it was of more value to Massachu-
setts than would be the pearl fisheries of Ceylon.”

KIVER FISHERIES IN 1815 ANXD 1831, —The kinds and distribution of fish, off and in the river close by Scituate,
were written in 1815 and recorded in ihe Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, vol. iv, 2d series, as follows:

‘¢ Bass, shad, alewives, smelt, and cels seck North River; cod and other seca fish common to all the bay are taken
just without the hazbour.”

Mr. Samuel Deune in 1831 wrote concerning the Scituate alewife ﬁsherv

““We first notice the fisheries of the stremmus. It is reasonable to coujecture that the first alewives were taken in
the first herring brook, as some of the earliest settlemnents were near that strcam. These fish ascended this brook to
George Maore’s pond, and as the stream was narrow they were easily taken in nets. They continued to ascend this
brook until the mills prevented them in late years by not being provided with suifable slutces. Recently (1831) an
attempt has been made to restore them, but without much success. Mr. Hatherly had ‘a herring weir’ on Mus-
gyuashent brook, near his house, in 1640. Wo believe that a foew of these fish find their way through the gulf to the
Musquasheut pond at the present day.

““On Round brook was formerly an abundant alewife fishery. As late as1794 an act of the general court was
procured by Scituate and Cohasset, for renewing the fishery, by providing sluices at the nills, regnlating thas time

1Coll. Mass, Hist. Soe , vol. ir, 24 serica, p. 228,
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and maunper of taking them, and rewoving the obsiruetions to their ascending to Hezekiah Towers’ pond, to which ‘ they
formerly ascended abundantly, to the great advantage of said Towers.” We believe the act was repealed in 1800, and
the fishery is extinet. In the sccond herring brook these fish used to ascend to Black pond, but they have long since
been repelled by the mill-dams.,  Sinelts continue to visit this brook, They are taken in the latter end of March. In
the third beiring brook these fish used to aseend the valley swamp. Bat here they have been destroyed in like man-
ner as above. The shad and alewife fishery in the North River bas long been a subject of controversy between
Scituate and Pembroke, and is so ut present. In their ascending to the Matakeeset Ponds they nsed to be taken in
great abundance. Since an act of court in 1761, permitting seines to be drawn in the North River, it is alleged that
they have been fast diminishing. Whether this or the mills at Pembroke, or some unknoswn cause has produced this
effect, we know not, but certain it is that these fisheries were reduced to eomparatively little value in 1825, but since
that time the fish have increased.”

THE MACKEREL FISIHERY IN 1831 AxD 1851.—Deane wrote in 1831 of the mackerel Bshery : * We believe there are
now about 35 [vessels] annnally fitted out, of various tounage, from 50 to 150 tons, and carrying from ¢ to 15 hands.
The number of barrels taken by our vessels in 1823 was something more than 15,000.”

In 1851, according to the report of the inspector-general of fish, Scituate had 13 vessels in the mackerel fishery,
aggregating 715 tons, and manned by 119 men and boys.

DUXBURY.

Tnr WHALE-FISHERY.—** Schooners, sloops, and perbaps larger vessels were engaged in the whale-fishery from
Duxbury as early as the beginning of the last century, and for some years quite a numher of the inhabitants were
thus employed. Their resort was at first along the shore and between the capes, but by the close of the first quarter
of the century they had extended their grounds, and now the coast of Newfoundland became to be generally fre-
quented; and even as late as 1760, or perbaps later, vessels were empleyed in the Saint Lawrence Gulf.

“On a blank leaf in the account book of Mr. Joshna Soule, of Duxbury, was found the following memorandum :
¢Whale vieg begun, clisba cob sayled from hear March ve 4, from Plymouth ye 7, 1729772

THE COD-FISHERY IN THE LAST CENTURY.—Joshua Delano and Joshua and Josiah Soule, according to Winsor,
owned vessels at Cape Sable in 1737, Three or four was the number usually on the fishing-gronnds at that time. This
number steadily iucreased, with some detriment during the Revolution, until in 1785 or 1786 there were 64 bank
fishermen, averaging 7: tons each.

FRESU-WATER FISIERIES.—Two ponds near Duxbuary arc thus deseribed in the Collections of the Massachusetts
Historical Society for 1784, vol. ii: ’

“The pound is one mile and a half from the salt water. It is half a mile wide, one and a half in length, The red
and sea perch, shiners, pout, and sometimes pickerel are found in it. Half a mile northwest of this lies a smaller
pond, abont one mile in circumference. No streams run into it, neither is there any communication of water upoen the
surface of the earth from it to the larger pound. It is always very nearly the same height.”

THE FISHERIES IX 1849.—Concerning the state of the fishery in 1849 the following facts are given by Winsor:

“The fishing buviness Las now engaged the people of Duxbury for nearly a century and a half, though of late
years the aggregate of tonnage engaged has been considerably less than was employed about ten or fifteen years ago.”?

KINGSTON.

ABUNDANCE OF FISH IN 1815.—A wrifer in the Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Socicty, vol. iii, 2d
series, says:

“The land which the natives cultivated was casily tilled, and, aided by fish as manure, produced considerable
quantities of Indian corn, The bay abounded with fish and fowl], the shores and flats with shell-fish, the strea{ns with
alewives, frost-fish, smelts, and eels, in their season. * * * The frequent places of their hal)itat‘ion are‘dlscm’mm
able by shells and marks of fire. * * * The fishery, till the war, was in latter years wholly carried on from that
place. Tormerly fish were cured at Sunderlang, so called, on Jones’ River, one mile from the sea. Before tbe*Rt;t‘o;
lutionary War the fishery was more extensive than since. About twenty schooners were owned i the town.

“At Rocky Nook (Kingston) are salt-works, producing about 200 bushels of salt in a season.” )

TiIE FISHERIES IN 1837 AXD 1879.—Since the early history of the State this town has had a sniall fishing fleet. . In
1837 its fleet was larger than in any other year. At that time 7 vessels engaged from ﬂ‘xis port in the mackerel ﬁsl.l-
fishery, and 22 in the cod-fishery. In former times quite a numer of vessels were built each year. Ope eccentric
builder constructed 10, and named them after the first ten months of the year. o ) )

There were 3 Kingston vessels engaged in the Grand Bank cod-fisheries in 1879, the statisties of which are iu-
cluded in the summary for Plymouth district.

PLYMOUTH.

OBJrCT OF THE PLYMOUTH COLOXISTS.—One of the objects of the establisllm?nt of colonics in New Eng]al?dﬂwas
the development of the fisheries, about which wonderful stories had been told in Englm?d by the cm}?* \G:)) :ya,,ersr
That the Plymouth colony contemplated entering upcn the fisheries we find from the following statement in Governo

Bradford’s History of the Colony :

insor's History . p. 350.
1 History of Scituate, Mass., by Samuel Deane, pp. 23, 24. 2 Winsor's History of Dusbury. p. 85
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¢ After such travail and tarmoil aud debates which they went through, things were gotten ready for their depar-
tare from Leyden. A small ship was provided in Holland, of about 60 tens, which was intended, as to serve to trans-
port some of them over the seas, so to stay in the country and to tend upon fishing and such other affairs as might be
for the good and beuefit of the whole, when they should come to the place intended, Another was Lired at London,
of burden about nine score, and all other things got in a readiness.”!

THE COLONISTS LAND AT PLYMOUTH.—Althongh the original plan of the Piymouth settiers had been to land at
some point farther south, ye{ they were led Dy circnmmstances to decide upon Massachusetts, and in December, 1620,
made a landing at Cape Cod, and later at Plymouth, where they found a good harbor, which they surveyed and de-
seribed to be “ in the shape of a fisl-hook ; a good harbor for shipping, larger than that of Cape Cod; containing two
small islands without inhabitants, innumerable store of fowls, different sorts of fish, besides shell-fish in abundance,”?

The inclemency of the season was not at all favorable for fishing, and as the newcoiners were not well provided
with provisions, they would have suffered mueh had it not been for the kindly assistance of the Indians, who instructed
them in their methods of fishing and planting. Early in the month of January, 1621, ¢ one of the sailors found alive
upon the shore a herring, which the master had to his supper; which put us in hope of fish, but as yet we had got
but one cod; we wanted small hooks.”?

THE RETURN OF THE MAYFLOWER To ENGLAND.—Phineas Pratt, in his manuscript narrative, written in 1662, says:
“Thayr Shipp [Mayflower, 1620] being reterned & safely Arived in Eingland, those Gentlemen & Marcheuts, yt had
vndertaken to supply y™ wt' things nesasary, vnderstanding yt many of y® weare sick & some ded, maed hast te
send a ship wt many things mesasary; but so . Indescret man, hoping to incoridg thayr freinds to Come to y™, writ
Letters Conserning y¢ great plenty of fiish fowle and deare, not considering yt y¢ wild Salvages weare many times
hungrye, yt have a better scill to eatch such things then Einglish men have.” ¢

FREE LIBERTY TO FisH.—The first Plymouth patent, made June 1,1621, has this item concerning the fisheries:
“Together with free libtie to fishe in and vpon the Coast of New England and in all havens ports and creekes there-
vato belonging. And it shalbe lawfuall for the said Vndertakés & Planters, their heires & successo™s freely to truck
trade & traffiq with the Salvages in New England or neighboring thereabout at their wills & plemsnres without
lett or disturbance [ As also to have libtie to hunt hauke fish or fowle in any place or places not now or hereafter by
the English inhabited.])” 3

ABUNDANCE OF FISH.—A letter of William Hilton’s in Smith’s New England Trials, printed in 1622, describing
Plymouth, says there are ¢ Many great Lakes abounding with Fish, Fowle, Beuners, and Otters. The Sea atfords vs as
great Plenty of all excellent Sorts of Sea-Fish, as the Riuers and lles doth Varietie of Wild Fowle of most vsefull
Sorts.” ¢

FISH USED AS MANURE.—Governor Bradford, in his History of the Colony, says: ‘“Afterwards they (as many as
were able) begun to plant ther corne, in which servise Squanto stood them iun great stead, showing them both y® mancs
how to set it, and after how to dress & tend it. Also he tould them excepte they gott fish & set with it (in these old
grounds) it would come to nothing, and he showed them yt in y° middle of Aprill they should have store enough come
up vt hirooke, Ly which they begane to build, and taught them how to take it, and wher to get other provisions nec-
essary for them j all of which they found true by triall and experience.” 7

LOBSTERS, SHAD-SPAWN, ETC.—A journal of one of the colonists for the year 1621 says: “ We set furward the
10th of June, about nine in the morning [ Mr. Prince thinks this is a mistake, and that it onght to have been the 3d
of Jaly], onr guide, Tisquantum, resolving that night to rest at Namasket [i. ¢, Middleborough.—H.] a town under
Massasoit, and coneeived by us to bevery vear, because the inhabitants flocked so thick on every slight oecasion among
ns; but we found it to be 15 English miles. On the way we found ten or twelve men, women, aud children, whick
had pestered us till we were weary of them, perceiving that (as the manner of them all is) where victual is easiest to
be got there they live, especially in the summer ; by reason whereof, our bay affording many lobsters, they resort every
spring-tide thither, and now returned with us to Namasket. Thither we came about three in the afternoon, the
inbabitants entertaining us with joy in the best manner they could, giving us a kinid of bread called by them Mazium,
and the spawn of shads, which then they got in abundance, insomnch as they gave us spoons to eat them; with these
they boiled musty acorns, but of the shads we eat heartily. 'They desired one of our men to shoot at a crow, com-
plaining what damage they sustained in their corn by them; who, sheoting and killing, they much admired it, as
other shots on other occasions.

“After this, Tisquantum told us we should hardly in one day reach Pakanokick (the same as Pokanoket), moving
us to go Bmiles farther, where we should find more store and better victuals. Being willing to hasten our journey,
we went, and came thither at sunsetting, where we found many of the men of Namasket fishing at a weir which
they had made on a river which belonged to them, where they canght abundance of bass, These welcomed us also,
gave us of their fish, and we them of our victuals, not doubting but we should have encugh wherever we came.”8

FisuiNg 18 1621.—Governor Bradford states that in September, 1621, * They begane now to gather in y¢ small
harvest they had, and to fitte up their houses and dwellings against winter, being all well recovered in health &
strenght, and had all things in good plenty; for as some were thus imployed in affairs abroad, others were excersised
in tishing, aboute codd, & Dbass, & other fish, of which y® tooke good good store, of which every family had their

' Young's Chronicles of thie Pilgrim Fathers. Boston, 1844, p. 86. 8 Ibid., vol. i, 4th series, pp. 160,161,
? Belknap's American Biography, New York, 184G, vol ii, p. 821, 8 Hazard's “ State Papers.” Philadelphia, 1782, vol. i, p. 120.
2 Young, op.eit., p. 17L ? Coll. Mass. 1list. Sac., vol. iii, 4th series, p. 100.

4 Coll. Mass. Hlist. Soc., vol. iv, 4th series, p.477. ¢ Belknap, op cit.. vol. iii, p. 86.
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portion. Al g¢ somer ther was no wante.  And now begane to come in store of foule, as winter aproucked, of whick
this place did abound when they came first (but afterwards decreased by degrees)n

A letter from Edward Winslow to o friend, under date of December 11, 1621, says: “ For fish and fowl we have
great abundance.  Fresh eod in the summer is but coarse meat with us,  Our bay is full of lobsters all the summer,
apd affordeth variety of ether tish. In September we can take a hogshead of eels in a night, with small labor, and
can dig them out of their beds all the winter.  We have wussels and others at our doors.  Ovsters we have none near,
bat can have thein bronght Ly the Indians when we willl”?

Scarcity 0¥ roop 1x 1622.—One of the excursions made by Mr. Winslow ¢ was by sea to Monahigon, uu island
near the mouth of Penobscot Bay, to proenre a supply of bread from the fishing vessels, who resorted 1o the eastern
coast in the spring of 1622.  This supply, thoogh not large, was freely given to the suffering colony, and, being pru-
dently managed in the distribution, amouuted to one-quarter of a pound for cach person till the next harvest.”™

Freeman states that, ““In the month of May, 1622, the provision of the settlers at Plymonth being spent, Mr.
Bradford records, ‘A famine begins to pinch us, and we look hard for a supply, but none arrives.” From some fishing
vessels on the coast bread was obtained to the amounnt of a quarter of a pound per day for each person till harvest,
and this the governor caused to be dealt ont daily, ‘or some had starved. The want of bread had abated the strength
and flesh of some, and had swelled others, and had they not been wlhere are divers sorts of shell-fish they must have
perished.”” ¢

Winslow’s ‘ Good News from New England,” printed in London in 1624, says: “In the end of Augnst [ 1622] came
other two sbips into our harbor. The one, as | take it, was called the Discovery, Captain Jones having the com-
mand thereof; the other was that ship of Mr. Weston's, called the Sparrow, which had now made her voyage of fish
and was consorted with the other, being both bound for Virginia,

# # * & For our own parts, our case was almost the same with theirs [ Massachusetts Bay Colony], having but
a small guantity of corn left, and were enforced to live on ground-uuts, clams, mussels, and snch other things as
naturally the country atforded, and which did and would maintain strength, and were easy to be gotten; all which
things they had in great abundanee, yea, oysters also, which we wanted; and therefore necessity could not be said
to constrain them thereunto.” &

THE FISHERIES DECLARED FREE.—Governor Bradford thus mentions the arrival of the Paragon: “About y¢ later
ond of June [ 16237 came a ship, with Captaine Francis West, who had a comission to be adwirall of New England, to
restraine interlopers, and shuch fishing ships as came to {fish & trade without a licence from y* Counsell of New Eng-
land, for which they should pay a round sume of money. Baot he could doe ne good of them, for they gvere to stronge
for him, and he found y¢ fisher men fo be stuberne fellows. And their owners, upon evmplainte made to y© Parle-
mente, procurcd an order yt fishing shonld be free.” ¢

NEED OF FISHING APPARATUS.—Winslow gives the following good advice: ‘I will not again speak of the abun-
dance of fowl, store of venison, and variety of fish, in their seasons, which might encourage many to go in their per-
sons. Only I advise all such beforchand to consider that as they bear of countries that abound with the good creatures
of God, so means must be used for the taking of every one in his kind, and therefore not only to content themselves
that there is sufficient, but to foresee how they shall be able to ubtain the same, Otherwise, as he that walketh
London streets, though he be in the midst of plenty, vet, il he wants mesus, is not the better, but hath rather his
sorrow increased by the sight of that he wanteth, and cannot enjoy it, so also there, if thou want art and other neces-
saries thereunto belonging, thou mayest see that thou wantest awd thy heart desireth, and yet be never the better for
the same. Therefore, if thou see thine own insufficiency of thyself, then join to some others, where thou mayest in
some measure enjoy the same; otherwise, assure thyself thou art better where thou art.”?

THSHING WITI A NET.—Bradford thus tells of the struggles of the colonists in 1623:

“They baveing but one boat left and she noet over well fitted, they were divided into severall companies, 6. or7.
to a gangg or company, and 50 went out with a nett they had bought, to take bass and sach like fish, by course, every
company knowing their turne. No sooner was y© boate discharged of what she brought, but y° next company tooke
her and wente out with her. Neither did they returne till they had cauight something, though it were 5. or 6. days
before, for they knew ther was nothing at home, aud to go home ewmptie wou'd be a great di.seour.agemex.nte to yf rest.
Yea, they strive who should doe best. If she stayed long or got litle, then all we.nt to s_'.eakxng of shell-lish, which ?xt
low-water they digged out of y® sands. And this was their living in ye¢ sofer time, till God sente y™ beter; & 1:
winter they were helped with ground-nnts and foule. Also in y© solifer they gott now auq then a dear; for ox‘:: or 2.
of y* fitest was apoynted to range y° woods for yt end, & what was gott that way was devided amongst ‘them;‘

ENCOURAGEMENT TO PERSEVERE.—In a general letter written to the Plymonth settlers, and brought from England
on the ship Ann in 1623, is this noble sentiment: ) ‘ ) )

“IF ve land afford you bread, and ye sea yeeld you fish, rest you a while contented, Goq will onc day z}ﬁnﬂl you
butter f';m. And all ;’uen shall know you are ncither fugetives nor discontents. But can, if God so order it, take yi

worst to yourselves, with content, & leave y© best to yvour neighbonrs with cherfullness. Lot it not be greeveous unte
B y 2 ] R o -

i co y* ise for y : after wi ess difficulty, the honour shall be
you yt you have been instrument to breake y© ise for otlers who come after with less difticulty,

yours, to y¢ worlds end, &ec.”’? . . . . .
: q:u T ‘WOPKQ AND F;.‘,m\c‘ SHALLOPS BUILT.—‘ In 1624 Plymouth contained thirty-two dwelling houses, and about
- " (9% 2 By A > = hd e e e e

&Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc., val. iii, 4th series, p. 141

1 Coll. Masa. Hist. Soc., vol. iii, 4th series, p. 105. C - ¢, v o otmars Clhroniolos, p. 370
y icle ileri -s. Hoston, 1844, p. 233, 7 Good News from New Eugland, in Young's ¢ los, p. 372,
? Young's Chronicles of the Pilgrin Fathers. I ! 8Call. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. iif, 4th serics, p. 17,

2 Belknap, op. cit,, p. 94, X Py
4 Freeman’s Hist. of Cape Cod. Boston, 1862, vol. i, p. 104. *Jbid.. p. 144,

8 Young, op. eif., pp. 208, 320,
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one hundred and cighty persons. Tke inhabitants had erected ‘a salt work ; and this year they freighted a ship of
a hiundred and eighty tons.”!

The journal of one of the settlers, under date of June 17, 1624, says:

“The ship carpenter sent ns is an honest and very industrions man, quickly builds ns two very good and strong
shallops, with a great and strong lighter, and had hewn timber for two hetches; but thisis spoilt; for in the hot sea-
son of the year he falls into a fever and dies, to our great loss and sorrow. But the salt man is an ignorant, foolish,
and selfwilled man; who chooses a spot for his salt works, will have eight or ten men to help him, is confident the
ground is good, makes a carpenter rear a great frame of a house for the salt and other like uses; but finds himself
deceived in the bottom; will then have a lighter to carry clay, &c., yet all in vain; he could do nothing but boil
salt in pans. The next year is sent to Cape Aunn, and there the pans are set np for the fishery ; but before the sum-
mer is out, he burns the house and spoils the pans, and there is an end of this chargeablie business.”?

THE FISHERIES NOT SUCCESSFUL.—Under date of March, 1624, Governor Bradford says:

*Shortly after, Mr. Winslow came over, and brought a prety good supply, and a ship came on fishing, a thing
fatall to this plantation. He brought 3. heifers & a bull, the first beginning of any cattle of that kind in y*land,
with some cloathing & other necessaries, as will further appear; but withall ye reporte of a strong faction amongst
the adventurers against them, and espetially against y¢ coming of y© rest from Leyden, and with what difficulty this
supply was procured, and how, by their strong & long opposision, bussiness was so retarded as not only they were
now falne too late for y* fishing season, but the best men were taken up of y© fishermen in y* west countrie, and he
was foret to take such a M. & company for that imployment as he could procure npon ye present.”

Among a number of objections answered and sent to England in 1624, by Governor Bradford, was the following:
“~. ob: The fish will not take salt to keepe sweete. Ans: This is as true as that which was written, that ther is
scarce a foule to be scene or a fish to be taken. Things likely to be true in a cuntrie wher so many sayle of ships
come yearly a fishing ; they might as well say, there can no aile or beere in London be kept from sowering.”4

The story of a fishing trip to the coast of Maine in 1624 is thus told by Goveraor Bradford :

“They having with some truble & charge new-masted and rigged their pinass, in y® begining of March, they
sent her well vitaled to the eastward ou fishing. She arrived safely at a pluce near Damarius cove, and was there
well harbored in a place wher ships nsed to ride, ther being also some ships allready arived out of England. Bng
shortly after ther arose such a vielent & extraordinarie storme, as y© seas broak over such places in y¢ harbor as was
never seene before, and drive hor against great roks, which beat such a hole in her bulke, as a horse and carte might
have gone in, and after drive her into deep-water, wher she lay sunke

Governor Bradford thus writes of the colonists in 1625:

“ This storme being thus Llowne over, yet sundrie sad effects foliowed y® same; for the Company of Adventurers
broake in peeces here upon, and ye¢ greatest parte wholy deserted y© colony in regarde of any further supply, or care
of their subsistance. And not only so, but some of Layfords & Oldoms friends, and their adherents, set ount a shipe
on fishing, on theire owne accounte, and getting y¢ starte of y©ships that came to the plantation, they tooke away
their stage, & other necessary provisions that they had made for fishing at Cap-Anne ye year before, at their great
charge, and wonld not restore y* same, excepte they would fight for it. But y¢ Gov® sent some of y* planters to help
ve ficher men to build a new one, and so let them keepe it, Thisshipe also brought some small supply, of little value;
but they made so pore a business of their fishing, (neither could these men make them any returne for y® supply
sente,) 80 as, after this year, they never looked more after them.”s

PerMIssioN TO Fisit AT KEXNEBEC.—The Patent of the Old Colony of Plymouth, granted January 13, 1629,
has these items concerning the fisheries: “And forasmuch as they have noe convenient Place, either of Tradinge or
Fishinge within their owne precincts, whereby (atter soe longe Travell and great Paines) so hopefull a Plantacon
may subsiste, as alsoe that they may bee incouraged the better to proceed in soe pious 2 Worke, * * * 'The said
Councell have further given and granted * * * the Space of fifteene Englishe miles on each Side of the said River
called Kennebek, and all the said River called Kenebek, * * * and all Grounds, Fishinges, &¢.; * * * with
Liberty of fishing upon any Parte of the Sea-coaste and Sea-shores of any of the Seas or Islands adjacent, and not
beinge inhabited, or otherwise dispused of by Order of the said Presidente and Councell;”

Tue Fisaeries IN 1629.—Undcr date of the year 1620 Governor Bradford writes:

‘“This paying of 50 pr cent. and dificulty of having their goods trasported by y* fishing ships at y® first of ye year,
(a8 was beleeved,) which was y* cheefe season for trade, put them npon another projecte. Mr. Allerton, after y¢
fishing season was over, light of a bargan of salte, at a good fishing place, and bought it; which came to abonte
113 8.; and shortly after he might have had 30 #. cleare profite for it, without any more trouble aboute it. But Mr.
Winslow coming that way from Kenebeck, & some other of ther partners with him in ye barke, they mett with Mr.
Allerton, and falling into disconrse with him, they stayed him from selling y* salte; and resolved, if it might please
ye rest, to keep it for themeelves, and to hire a ship in y® west countrie to come on fishing for them, on shares, accord-
ing to y° coustome; and seeing she might have her salte here ready, and a stage ready builte & fitted wher the
salt lay safely landed & housed. In stead of bringing salte, they might stowe her full of trading goods, as bread,
pease, cloth, &c., and so they might have a fall supply of goods without paing fraight, and in due season, which
might turne greatly to their advantage. Coming home, this was propounded, and considered on, and aproved by all
but y® Govr, who had no mind to it, secing they had allway lost by fishing ; but ye rest were so ernest, as thinkeing

! Holmes’ American Annals, 1805. Vol.i, p. 131. & Ibid., p. 156.

2Prince, New England Chronology, Boston, 1736, p. 227, ¢ Ibid., p. 196.
3Coll. Mass. Hist. Soe., vol, iii, 40k series, p. 157. 7 Hazard's “ State Papers,” vol. i, pp. 300, 301.

4 Ibid., p. 162,
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that they wight gaine well by yo fishing in this way; and if they should but save, yea, or lose something by jt, ye
other benefite wonld be advantage inough; so seving their ernestness, he gave way, and it was refered to their
friends in England to alow, or disalow it. Of which more in its place.”!

TROUBLE ABOUT THE FISHING VESSEL FRIEXDSHIP.—‘ They looked ernestly for a timely supply this spring,”
[1630] says Governor Bradford, Ly the fishing ship which they expected, and had been at charg to keepe a stage
for her; but none came, nor any supply heard of for them. At length they heard sume supply wus sent fo Ashley
by a fishing ship, at which they something marvelled, and the more yt they had no letters cither from M". Allerton
or Mr Sherley ; so they went on in their bussiness as well as y¢ conld. At last they Leard of Mr. Peirce; his arivall
in y° Bay of y° Massachnsetts, who brought passengers & goods thither. They presently sent a shallop, conceiving
they should have something by Lim. But be tould them he had none; and a ship was sett out on fishing, bnt
after 11 weeks beating at sea, she mett with shueh foull weather as she was forete back againe for England, and,
ye season being over, gave off y° vicage. * * . Bat Mr. Allerton had bought another ship, and was to come in
her, and was to fish for Lass to y® eastward, and to bring goeods, &e. * * *. Aboute ye midle of soflier arrives
Mr. Hatherley in y© Buay of Massachusetts, (being one of y¢ partners,) and came over in y¢ same ship that was set.
out on fishing (called y* Frendship). * * *. Bnss fishing was never lookt at by them, but as soone as ever they
heard on it, they looked at it as a vaine thing, that would certainly turne to loss. And for Mr. Allerton to follow
any trade for them it was never in their thoughts. * * * After these things Mr, Allerton wente to y¢ ship
aboute his bass fishing., * * *

‘““ Now about these ships & their sctting forth, the truth, as farr as could be learned, is this. The motion
aboute setting forth y© fishing ship (ealed y¢ Friendship) came first from ye plantation, and y¢ reason of it, as is
before remembered ; but whely left to them selves to doe or not to doe, as they saw cause. But when it fell into
consideration, and y© designe was held to be profitable and hopefull, it was propoanded by some of them, why might
not they doe it of them selves, seeing they must disburse all y¢ money, and what need they have any refierance
to y¢ plantation in yt; they might take ye profite them selves, towards other Josses, & need not let yv plantation
share therein ; and if their ends were other wise answered for their snpplyes to come tco them in time, it wonld he
well enough. 8o they hired her, & set her out, and fraighted her as full as she could carry with passengers gonds
y* belonged to y* Massachusetts, which rise to a good sume of mouey; intending to send y© plantation supply in y=
other ship. The effecte of this Mr. Hatherley not opnly declared afterward upon oceasion, but affirmed upon othic,
taken before 3® Govr & Dep: Govr of y© Massachusetts, M. Winthrop & Mr. Dudley : That this ship—Friendship was
not sett out nor intended for 3¢ joynt partuership of y¢ plantation, but for y¢ perticuler accounte of Mr. James Sherley,
Mr. Beachampe, Mr. Andrews, Mr. Allerton, & him selfe. This depesition was taken at Boston y¢ 20, of Aug: 1639
as is to be seen under their hands; besides some other coneurente testimonies declared at severall times to sundrie
of them.”?

THE ALEWIFE FISHERIES REGULATED IN 1633.—The following order concerning the capture of alewives and sonio
other fish was passed at a general court held the 28th of October, in the ninth year of the reign of King Churles:

‘““ Whereas God, by his providence, hath cast the fish called alewives or herrings in the middest of the place
appoiuted for the towne of Plymouth, and that the ground thereabout hath been worne out by the whole, to the
damage of those that inhabite the same, that therefore the said herring, alewives, or shadde comonly used in the
setting of corne be appropriated to such as doe or shall inhabite the towne of Plymouth aforesd, and that no other
have any right or propriety in the same, onely for bait for fishing, & that by such an orderly cowrse as shall Lo
thought meet by the Govr & Cowneell.” 3

FISHERY GRANTS IN 1641 AND 1642.—*“In 1641, Mr. John Jenny was allowed certain privileges at Clarke’s Island,.
‘to make salt, and which he was to sell to the inhabitants at 2 s. the bushel.’ * * ¥ “Herring wear let for three:
vears to three persons, who are to deliver the shares of herrings and to receive 1 s 6 the thousand for their trouble-

In 1642, ¢ Thirty aeres of land were granted at Clarke’s Island (the use of them) to the five partners that makeo
salt for twenty-one years.”

PERMISSION TO FISH AT CAPE Cop.— In the month of October, 1630, the permission formerly given to Johu
Stone, of Hull, to make use of lands at Cape Cod for bass fishing, was withdrawn by the court; and leave was
granted ‘to Mr. Thomas Prince, Capt. Miles Standish, and Mr. William Paddy, with such others of Plymoutlr.
Duxbury, and Nawsett, as shall join with them,—they to make use of any lands, ereeks, timber, &c., npon the Cape
land, in such convevient places as they shall choose,” for the said fishing purposes.”®

SCHOOLS SUPPORTED BY FISHERY, —Deane, in his history of Scituate, says:

“In 1670, ‘the court did freely give and grant ali snch profits as might or should acerue annually to the colony,
for fishing with nets or seines at Cape Cod, for mackerel, bass, or berrings, to be improved for and towards a free
sehool in some town of this jurisdiction, for the training up of youth in literature for the good and benefit of
posterity, provided a beginning be made within one year after »4 grant, &e”  This school was immediately established
at Plymouth, and was supported by the proceeds of the Cape fishery uptil 1677, when the following change was
ordered, viz: ‘In whatever Township in this government, consisting of fifty fawilies or upwards, any meet men
shall be obtained to teach a grammar school, such township shall allew at least twelve pounds, to be raised by rate
on all the inhabitants of s town: and those that have the more immediate benefit thereof, with what others shall
voluntarily give, shall make up the residue necessaty to maintain the same, and that the profits arising from the Cape

4 Coll. Mass. Rist. Sec., vol. ill, 24 series, p. 183,

1Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. iii, 4th series,p. 126,
: ' 8 Freeman's History of Cape Cod, vol. i, p. 203.

2 It+d., pp. 267 et al.
* Plymonth Colony Records, vol. i, 1633-1851, p.17.
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fishing, heretofore ordered fo maintain a grammar school in this colony, be distributed to such towns as have such
grammar schools, not excreding five ponnds per ann, to any town, unless the court treasurer or others appointed to
manage that affair, see good cause to add thereunto. * * * The Cape fishery was rented annually for from thirty
to forty pounds. We observe that in 1630, Robert Stefson, of Scituate, and Nathaniel Thomas (probably of Marsh-
field) hired the fishery. It continued but eleven years; for we observe that in 1689, the rent was appropriated
towards the salary of the magistrates; and after the union of Plymonth and Massachusetts in 1692, the fishery was
free, as wo believe. The towns of Duxbury, Rehoboth, and Taunton received the five pounds, a part of the term
when this court order was in force.”

THE FISHERIES IN 1668 AND 1670.—Freeman records that ‘“in 1668 the colony complained of annoyance and inter-
ruption of the fisheries on the part of Massachusetts, and an order was passed, remonstrating with the general court
of the Massachusetts Colony against the intrusion.”

“A valuation of the town in 1670 states the ‘fish boats’ of Plymouth thns:
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“These, though called boats, we counsider shallops, of some burthen, though probably without decks.”?

DCTIES OF THE ““ WATER BAYLEY.”—The following order was passed by the general court at Plymouth July 4,
1672 ‘It 18 enacted by the Court that if any pson or psons that shall att any time heerafter: shipp: ot loail on board
any : flish into any vessell; which shalbe caught att Cape Cod but such as hee or they shall gine an accoumpt off to
the water Bayley ; all such flishes shalbe forfeite to the Collonies vse ; And that the Water bayley be heerby impowercd
to make seizure of all such ffish as shall att any time become forfeite; and to giue an acconmpt therof vnto the Treas-
nurer; or such as shalbe appointed by the Majestrates or any four of them; to take the said accoumpt.”?

Division oF PROFITS.—The court at Plymouth, July 5, 1678, made the following order: ‘ Thomas Clarke, of Ply-
mouth, late of Boston, complaineth against Mr. Constant Southworth, of Duxberry, in an action on the case, to the
damage of 40" for that the said Southworth doth detaine and withhold from the said Clarke one eight pte of the
yeerly proffitts of the fishing att Cape Codd, netwithstanding the said Sonthworth did bargaine and contract, in the
year seauenty seaven, with the said Clarke, that the said Clarke should receiune and injoy the eight pte of the said
proffitts during the time thut the said Southworth,” &ec.3

MACKEREL SEINING OR NETTING PROHIBITED IN 1684.—His Majesty’s court at Plymouth passed the following order
July 1, 1684: ¢ This Court takeing into theire serious consideration the great damage that this collonie and our naigh-
Dours is likely to sustaine by the catching of mackerell with netts and saines att Cape Codd, or else where neare any
shore in this collonie, to the great destruction of fish, and to the discurragement of severall fishermen,—

“‘ThisCourt doth therfore enacte, and be it heerby enacted, by the authoritie therof, that noe pson or psons what-
socuer, after the publication heerof, shall cateh or draw on shore any mackerell, with nett or netts, sayne or saynes,
in any pte of this collonie; and if any psen or psons sball heerafter presume fo catch any mackerell by setting or
shooling any nett or sayne, every such pson or psons soe offending as aforsaid shall forfeite for his or theire said offence
all such netts or saynes as shalbe soe improned, and all such mackerell as shalbe soe caught by him or them, and shall
alsoe forfeite every such vessell, and all such vessells, or boates, as shalbe imployed therin, whether catels, sloop, or
boat, as shalbe imployed in taking or carrying away any such fish, if att any time the pson or psoms 808 offending be
taken within the gov'ment, or the vallue therof, the one moiety to the collonie, and the other moyety to the informer,
that shall procecute the same.  And for the better excution of said law, power shalbe ginen by some one or more of
the magestrates by warrant {o some fitt man to acte as a water bayliff to make seasure of any such forfeitures as afor-
wald,” 4

And on July 4, 184, the court made this order: “Mr Willam Clarke, of Plymonth, came into the Court and
teudered, that if this Court would make a law to prohibitt the eatching of mackerell with saines in any pte of this
collonic, hee would and did engage to the Court that hee would give and pay vnto the Treasurer thirty pound pr
annum, for seawen yeares, in currant New England mony, for the basse fishing att Cape Codd; whervpon this Court
passed an order to prohibit sayning for mackerell, and ordered the Treasnrer to make a lease to the said Clark of
Cape Codd, onely for basse fishing, seanen yeer, for the said sum of 30¥ per annum.” 8

MACKEREL LAW REFEALED.—At the general court in October, 1689, ‘it was ordered, that the law in our printed
booke, page 31, prohibitting saining for mackirill at Cape Cod be henceforth made void and of no force.

“ QOrdered, that the magistrates of the county of Barnstable, or any two of them, be a comittee to dispose and
manage the Cape fishing as pTorder of Conrt direeted, and to impower such officers as are necessary under them to
looke after the same.

“ Ordered that the severallacts and orders of Court about fishing at Cape Cod, in our old printed law booke, page
38 & 39, vizt, so much or so many of them as are noted to be revived in the margent of sd booke, begining at number
4 & ending at N': 5, are all of them revived and made, and hereby declared to be of fall force, untill this Court shall
otherwise order.” &

1 Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. iii, 18t series, p. 167. * Plymonth Colony Recorde—vol. xi. p. 231.
3 1bid., vol. vii, p. 213. 4 Ibid., vol. ¥i, p. 141, 8 Ibid., vol. vi, p. 139, 6 Ibid., vol. vi, p. 218,
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Tue CaPE Cob FiSHERY.—The Plymouth court ou the first Wednesday of October, 1089, made the following
order:

“Mr William Clarke, having formerly hired the fishing at the Cape, & his lease not yet expired, came personally
into this Court, and openly gquitted Lis claime thereto for the future, & desired the Court to release bim therefrom,
which was then granted, he sattisfying what is justly due to this colony for the time past.

“The Court order, that the Treasurer of this colony usesuch lawfull means as to bim shallseeme meet for the
recovery of what is due from Mr William Clarke to this colony respecting the Cape fishing, and to receive ye same
for the nse of this colony.”t

THE ALEWIVE FISHERIES iX 1730.—“The alewive fishery at the brook in this town had leng lLeen considered
as of considerable importance, and proper regulations were from time to time provided to prevent the destruction of
the fish. This year it was ordered, that, in order to prevent obstructions to the alewives going up the pond to spawn
no person shall take more fish from the town brook, or Agawam River, than are necessary for their families’ use, and
no person to take any for a market, on a penalty of 20 shillings for each barrel. A committee was appointed to see
that familics were reasonably provided for, and the poor supplied.”™

THE FISHERIES FROM 1670 1o 1800.—¢ From this period [167¢] to 1370, the fisheries weve doubtless progressive:
at which time 70 sail way be assnmed as the number of fishing vessels, from 30 to 45 tons, navigated by from 7 to 8
en,

“Merchant vesscls from 1755 10 1770, say, in the Liverpool trade: 1 brig of 130 tous, 1 brig of 160 tons, and 1 brig
of 180 tons—total, 3 brigs of 470 tons.

*Only 1 vessel, Captain Worth, sailed from Boston in this trade, except a schooner owned by 8. A. Otis, esq.,
which made her outfits at Plymouth. Liverpool was then a small place comparatively to what it is now. Outward
cargocs, liver-oil, lumber, potash, then made at Middleborough, whence also the lumber; return cargoes, salt, crates,
freight for Boston. Other vessels in the merchant service, say 20. Qutward cargoes, fish; destination, Jamaica,
chietly, Spain, and, after the reduction of the ¥rench Isiands, Martinico, and Guadaloupe. Deseription. One small
ship (the Lion), brigs, schooners, sloops. At the peace of 1783, very few of these remained; some few schooners per-
haps; subsequent to which fishing vessels increased in size and aggregate tonnage; yet it may be less in number,”

Dwight gives the following acconnt of Plymonth in 1800: ¢“To the inhabitants the fishery is an object of primary
importance. Tosome it is a source of wealth and to multitudes of a comfortable, cheertul living. The most valuable
brauch of it is the cod-fishery; the next those of mackerel and berrings.  All these are sold in Spain and Portugal,
or on the islands belonging to these countries. Formerly they were carried to Boston market. The level margin of
the ocean for about 2 miles above and below the town is, dnring the proper scason, wholly devoted to this business.”

COD-FISHERY AT STRAITS OF BELLE ISLE.— In 1814 it was written:

‘“The Straits of Bell isle fishery is of modern date in Plymoutl, and was increasing previous to the prescut war.
These vessels carry whale-boats, in which the fish are faken, and remain sbsent through the summer.™

FRESH-WATER FISHERIES IN 1815.— The ponds of Piymouth were thus deseribed in 1215

0Ot ponds there are perhaps fifty or more thut are permanent; several of magnitude; some coutaining swall
islards ; two admitting alewives from Buzzard’s Bay ; and one, Billington Sea, from the Atlantic side. Mr. Hearne,
in his journey, tells us that *turbot, pike, and percl, prefer Inkes and rivers bounded and shaded by woeds.” If this
be the Liabit of the alewife, as we suspect it is, perbaps it would be well to leave margips of trees on lakes to which
they resort.  South Pond has expanse and beauty, but vo patural cutlet. A water course, so called, was cuat from it
about the year 1701, perhaps half a mile or more, uniting it with the headwaters of Eel River, to atiract alewives
into it. It @id not sncceed, as to its primary object. This water course is always passed in going to this pond; a
pleasant reature in the landscape, reflecting sands pure and white as the pearls of Ceylon. This 1s very deep, and
contains white and red perch of the largest size”’*

TIHE COD AND MACKEREL FISHERIES FROM 1830 To 1885, —The Gloucester Telegraph of March £0, 1230, states
that “doring the past season the fishermen of Plymouth have taken 487,366 fish on the Grand Bank, 205.0C0 in the
Straits, and 3,565 barrels of mackerel. The nnmber of barrels of mackerel packed by Hinghum vessels the last
season is 31,826.”

The following statement of the cod and mackerel fishery of Plymouth, for the summer of 1831, is recorded by
Thacher:

“§chooners in the vod-fishery 32, averaging Cli% toms, employing 8 men each, and landing 14,165 quintals of
fish. The number of Larrels of mackerel inspected this season is 2,133, To the inhabitants of tho town the C(.)d-
fishery is an object of primary importance. To some it has been a source of wealth, and to mnltitndes of a comfor-
table, cheerful living. . Tha 3

“The fishermen, in general, are Tespectable for good morals, correct habits, and civil deportment. The 1.(1(’3,
prevails with some of them that fishing employment is less honorable than foreign \'oyagvs: but 1(_3: them consider
1liat all honest enterprise and industry is honorable, and that fishing voyages are lessn hu.blle to sx‘cknfzss and l?ss
exposed to dangers and vicious example ; and, moreover, that the employment prepares them for se?vlces in t‘he navy,
where they may have the honor of fighting the battles of their country. 1t is much to the credit of our fishermen
that whew on the banks they carefully abstain from fishing or Suudays.

“Those vessels that are employed in the Strait of Belle Isle fishery carry whale-boats, in which the fish are taken

ecords 4 Dwight’s Travels, iii, 1882, pp. 113, 117.
5 Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. iii, 2d series, p. 168,

s Ibid., p. 181

! Plymouth Colony Records, vol. vi, p. 218
2Thacher's History of Plymouth, p. 173.
3Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. iii, 2d series, p. 167.
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and kept through the summer. To fit a vessel of 70 tons, carrying 8 men, for a fishing voyage of four months, it
requires about 100 hogsheads or 800 bushels of salt. {that from the Isle of May is preferred), about 20 barrels of clam
bait, 35 or 40 Dbarrels of water, 20 pounds of candles, 2 gallons of sperm oil ; these articles are in the fisherman’s
phrase culled great generals, and are paid for from the proceeds before any division of the profits is made. The
stone ballast, and a suit of clothes for the men who salt the fish, are also included in the great gencrals. After
these articles are paid for, and the fish sold, the profits are divided in the proportion of three-eighths to the owners avd
five-eigliths to the crew. 1f the crew furnish their own provisions, each man earries from 30 to 50 pounds of ship-bread,
from 3 1o 6 gallons of molusses, from 14 to 28 pounds of flour, some butter, lard, and vinegar, formerly 2 to 6 gallons
of rum. At the present time (1835) some vessels go entirely without ardent spirits. Each man carries six cod lines,
30 fathoms long, four lead weights of 5 pounds each, two dozen cod hooks, ote pair of large boots reaching above the
knees, and a picce of leather or oil-cloth to defend his breast from the wet. A few other articles, called small gen-
erals, are paid for equally by each man, as two cords of wood, a barrel of beef, 1 bushel of beans, 20 bushels of
potatoes, 3 bushels of Indian or rye meal. Tt is castemary for the owners to put on board two or more spare auchors
and forty fathoms of” cable. The fish are bronght howe in the salt, and after being washed are spread on flakes to
dry.™

REVIEW OF THE WHALE-FISEERY FROM PrymovuTn.—Thacher, in 1835, wrote as follows: ¢ There were a number
of schooners and sloops employed in the whale-fishery in this town previous to and immediately succeeding the war
of the Revolution; but there are now no vessels of that elass so employed. In the year 1821 a number of citizens
associated themseives together and built a ship of 330 tons for the purpose of fitting her for the Pacific Ocean
whaling, which they named the “ Mayflower?” in honor of the ship that bronght our forefathers here in 1620. The
ship sailed in September, 1821, and after making three snccessful voyages, and landing rising 6,000 barrels of oil, a
part of the owners sold to some gentlemen of New Bedford, where she was transferred in 1831, and repaired, and
sailed from that place in April, 1831;: a paxt is still (1835) owned in this place. In 1821 another company was
formed, consisting principally of the same persons that built the “ Mayflower,” and built another ship, which they
called the * Fortune,” in memory of the second ship that eame into these waters. This ship ix of 280 tons hnrthen,
and has made three voyages, and landed abount 5,700 barrels of oil, and is now oun her fourth voyage. In 1830 the
ship *“ Arbella,” of 404 tons, and navigated by 35 men, was sent out, and in 1831 the ship Levant, of 3&5 tons,
navigated also by 35 men, sailed for the Pacific Ocean in pursuit of sperm whales., The two last-named ships are of
the largest class, and fitted out in a thorongh manner; and it is hoped that ithey may meet with snceess to indnce
others of our fellow ¢itizens to embark in this enterprise, which has brought wealth and prosperity to ether towns,
and is believed can be carried ou bere to as good advancement as from most other places. The three ships now
employed in the whale-fishery amount in the aggregate to 1,060 tons, navigated by 92 officers and seamen; the
produce of this fishery may be estimated at abont 2,000 barrels of sperm oil annually. Connected with this
establishment are the manufacture of about 3,000 oil casks, and about 1,500 bozes, or of 4,5{0 pounds of sperm
cantiles annually. A fourth ship has this year (1832) been fitted out.”

THE FISHERY FOR EELS IN 1833.—Concerning Eel River it was written in 1833: ¢ This originates in ponds and
springs back of Eel River village, crosses the post road to Sandwich, and empties into the sea near Warren’s farm. It
is appropriately called Eel River from the abundance of eels which it yields to the support of the industrious poor.
Perhaps it will not be extravagant to say that about 150 barrels are annually taken there.”

[For a statistical review of the cod-fisheries of the customs district of Plymouth from 1815 to 1879 see page 216.]

TRURO.

D&ScrRIrTioN OF TRURG AND THE FISHERIES IN 1794.— ‘A traveler from the interior part of the country, where the
goil is fertile, npon observing the barrenness of Truro, would wonder what could induce any person to remain in such
a pluce. But his wonder would cease when he was informed that the subsistence of the inhabitants is derived princi-
pally from the sea. The shores and marshes afford large and small clams, quahaungs, razor-gshells, periwinkles, mus-
sels, and cockles. The bay and ocean abound with excellent fish and with crabs and lobsters. The sturgeon, eel,
haddock, cod, frost fish, pollock, cusk, flounder, halibut, bass, mackerel, herring, and alewife are most of them caunght
in great plenty and constitnte a prineipal part of the food of the inhabitants. Formerly the bluefish was common,
but some years ago it deserted the coast. Beside these fish for the table there is a great variety of other fish, among
which are the whale, Killer or thrasher, humpback, finback; skrag, grampus, blackfish, porpoiss (gray, bass, and
streaked), snaffer, shark (black, man-eating, and shovel-nosed), skate, dogfish, sunfish, goosefish, catfish, and
sculipion, to which may be added the horseshoe and squid. The erampfish has sometimes been seen on the beach.
This fish, which resembles a stingray in size and form, possesses the properties of the torpedo, being capable of giving
smart electrical shock. The fishermen suppose, but whether with reason or not the writer will not undertake to de-
termine, that the oil extracted from the liverof this fish is a cure for the rthenmatism.

“Iormerly, whales of different species were common on the coast, and yielded a great profit to the inhabitants,
who pursued them in boats from the shore. But they are now rare, and the people, who are some of the most dexterous
whalemen in the world, are obliged to follow them into remote parts of the ocean. Two inhabitauts of Truro, Capt.
David Smith and Capt. Gamaliel Collings, were the first who adventured to the Falkland Islands in pursuit of whales.
This voyage was undertaken in the year 1744 by the advice of Admiral Moutague, of the British Navy, and was crowned
with success. Since that period the whalemen of Truro have chiefly visited the coasts of Guinea and Brazil. A want

! Thacher's History of Piymouth, p. 316. 2Ibid., p.317. 3 Iind., p. 322,
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of a good market for their oil has, however, of late compelled them to turn their attention to the cod-fishery, In this
they are employed on board of vessels belonging to other places.” i

THE FISHERIES IN 1837.—We have another view of the fisheries in 1837, when they were about at the beight of
their prosperity. In Freeman's History of Cape Cod, vol. ii, p. 540, we find the following statement :

““In 1837 there were G3 vessels engaged in the cod and mackerel fisheries, producing 16,930 quintals of cedfish and
15,750 pounds of muackerel, and tegether employing 512 hands.”

EASTHAM.

SHELL FIsil.—As early as 1644 the clamfishery in Town Cove, a great inlet which opens on the west side of the
town, became the subject of regulations by the English settlers.  In the first series of the Collections of the Massa-
chusetts Historical Society, volume viii, page 165, we find the following compact :

fIn 1644 it was agreed between the Englisli and Iudians that such of them ay were natural inbabitants of the
place should have liberty to get shell fish in the cove; and likewise that they should Lave a part of the blubber which
should be driven on shore, the propertion to be detenmined by the English.”

When Orleans was allowed to withdraw from Eastham as a separate town, the clam-fishery was not forgotten.
On page 150 of the Collections above quoted it isrecorded:

¢ By the act of incorporation which separated Orleans for Eastham the benefits of the shell-fishery are to be mn-
tually shared. Abont a bundred barrels of clams for bait are annually collected in Eastham.”

CONDITION OF TIIE FISHERIES IN 18U2.—The vessel fishery at Eastham, now a thing of the past, appears to have
been ecommenced at the elose of the last century. By referring to the Massachusetts Collectivns aguin, in the same
place, we tind the following note:

““Three fishing vessels only are owned by the inhabitants, and three coasters, which iz summer bring Inmber from
the district of Maine, aud in winter goto the West Indies. Not somany of the young men are engaged in the cod-fishery
as in other lower towns of the country, but a number are employed in the merchant service, and sail from Boston,”

TiE FISHERIES Fhoa 1530 To 18362.—1In 1230, according to Mr. PLilip Smith, as many as 15 or 20 vessels belonging
to Eastham lay in the cove above the town, * In 1837, according to Freeman, ** the cod-fishery gave 1,200 quintals,
and the mackerel 4,550 barrels.” The sawme author, writing in 1562, states:

¢ The fisheries are prominent. The whale fishery has become a thing that wes; the cod and mackerel fisheries
are prosecuted.  The benefits of the shell-fishery in Town Cove ulways formed an item of no wceonsiderable profit.”

ORLEANS.

THE FISHERTES OF ORLEANS IN 1702.—The following account of the fisheries of Orleans is guoted from volume
viii, 1st series, of the Collections of the Massachusetts Historieal Society:

“The horse-foot or king-eral was formerly mueh nsed for manuring land set with Indian corn and potatoes; and
it is still employed in Orleans, iu the south part of Dennis, and in other partsof the county. It is chopped into
small picces, and not more than one, and sometimes not more than a quarter, put into a hill.  As it contains an
abundance of oil, it affords a stropg mannre ; and with it the light land may be made to yield 20 bushels of corn to
an acre. It is, however, too Lot a manure, and canses the land to exert itself so much that it cannot easily recover
its strength. Attention of late is paid to the collection of sea-weed from the shore, When corn is to be raised, it is
spread oo the land, and it is put into the holes for potatoes. It isa preservative against worms, five sorts of which,
in this place and in other parts of the county, are very destrnctive to Indian corn.

¢ Fishes arve the same as in other towns of the county. A few tautaug are canght in Town Cove. Bass enter the
waters witbin the beach the 1st of June, and are caught with hooks. In the ocean, a few rods from the beach, ther
are taken with seines during the summer. Eeis are so plenty that in the winter, when the coves are covered with
ice, a hundred bushels are sometimes, by a company of 20 or 30 persons, collected in a day. Thouglh no oysters are
0 be found on the shores, yet quahaugs and clams are in greater profusion than in any oiber part of .the counf;y.

“The quahaug ( Fenus mercenaria), called by R. Williams the poquan and the hen,2is a rouud,_ﬂnck shel]—ﬁsh., or,
to speak more properly, worm. It does not bury itself but a little way in the sand, is generally found lying on xt;m
deep water, andis gathered up with iron rakes made for the purpose. After the tide .ehbs away, a few are }?1cked
up on the shore below high-water mark, The qualaug is not much inferior in relish to the eyster, but xs']ess
digestible. It is not eaten raw, but is cooked in various modes, being roasted in th.e shell, or opened and‘blmlod.
fried, or made inte soups or pies. About half of an inch of the inside of the shell is of alm.rple color. 'Igus the
Indians broke off, and converted into beads, named by them suekauhock or black money; which was of twice the
value of their wampum, or white money, made of the meteanliock or periwinkle. ) )

“The razor-shell (solen) is so named from its resemblance in size and .sh.'n.we to .ﬂw haft of a razor, Tt is S;l]l(,l,]t?
force itself, not only upwards and downwards, but diagonally. This monon- is aﬁe'?ted h.y mezms‘oi‘ @ r'(ly.und‘ sts] 1i3
protuberance, as long as the little finger of a man’s hand, and composed of rx'n;:s. There is more Axmmbz n; in ;ls
worm than in the clam, Several days after the razor-shell has been eanght, if the pro?ubcmnce is Pgld betwe@ the
fingers, and is touched with the point of a knife, the worm draws itse.lf up te it “:],ﬂ‘ force. This Wor:mvxs ncit
common in the bay of Massachnsetts, though it has sometimen been obtaired theve. The open shr‘ll‘s. bhowever, are

tJoll. Mass. Hist, Sue., vol, iii, 1st series, p. 198, e N e e
2 Pgquanhock, corrupted inte quahaug, orquaubog, is the word with a plamal teymination {See Coll. Ilist. Sov., vel. iii, p. 224.]
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to be found on Chelsea beach, a few miles from Boston. The shells,with the living worms in them, can without much
diffieulty be procured at Orleans and other parts of the county of Barnstable; but as they are not taken, except a
few at a time, they are not often eaten.

‘‘ The sca clam, which is at present called the hen, the quahaug having lost that appellation, is bivalve (as are
algo the quahang and razor-shell) and oval. It is generally found in deep water, and is gathered with rakes, not
being buried far in the sand. As it has frequently been known to injure the stomach it is not often eaten. Before
the Indians learned of the English nse of a more convenient iustrument they hilled their corn with hoes made of these
shells, to which purpose they are well adapted by their size. If a handle could be easily fixed to them they might be
employed as ladles and spoouns.

“The clam (Mya arenaria) is of the same shape, but much smaller. This worm is buried in the sand from 4 to 18
inches deep. A small perforation, through which, after the tide has ebbed away, it ejects water perpendicularly, marks
the spot where it lies. The worm has the power of thrusting upward its black head or snont, and of drawing it
down again. This snont is freqnently bitten off by flounders and other fishes. 'Whether the shell moves or not the
writer is unable to determine, as he has received contradictory accounts. The Indians were very fond of elams, which
they called sickishuwog (this is a word with a plural termination. See Coll. Hist. Soc., vol.iii, p.224. If the author
might be allowed to revive an old term he would denominate the common,or small ¢lam, the sicki, a word of easy
prenunciation, and which would distinguish it from the fresh-water clam and the three other testaceous worms above
mentioned), Being unacquainted with salt, the Indians made use of them and of their natoral liquor to season
their nausamp and boiled maize. Many of the descendants of the English consider clams as excellent food. Bus they
require strong stomachs to digest them, unless the whole of the snout is rejected. They would be more valued if they
were less common. Buf as long as a peck of ¢lams, which are sufficient to afford a small family a dinner, can be
procured with little more labor than a peck of sand they will not be much prized. The clam continues alive several
days after it is taken from its hole. Tbis is well known to fishermen, and is proved by the following singular fact.
A gentleman,not far from Boston, ordered a namber of clams to be dug and to be put into his cellar, intending to
make use of them as bait. They remained there several days, when the shells, as is usual, beginning to open, a rat
thrust his paw into one of them attempting to pull out the worm. The two shells closed together with force and held
Lim fast. As the elam was too big to be dragged through bis hole {he rat was unable to make his escape; and at
length his eries excited the attention of the family, who eame and saw him in the situation described.

“(lams are fonnd on many parts of the shores of New England: but nowhere in greater abondance than at
Orleans. Formerly 500 barrels were annually dug here for bait; but the present year 1,000 barrels have beeu col-
lected. DBetween 100 and 200 of the poorest of the inhabitants are employed in this business, and they receive from
thieir employers $3 a barrel for digging the clams, opening, salting them, and filling the casks. From 12 to 12 bushels
of clams in the shell must be dug to fill, when opened, a barrel. A man by this labor can earn 75 cents a day, and
women and children are alse engaged in it. A Darrel of clams is worth §6; the employers, therefore, after deduct-
ing the expense of the salt and the casks, which they supply, still obtain o handsome profit. A thousand barrels
of clams are equal in value to 6,000 or 8,000 bushels of Indian corn, and are procured with not more labor and
expense. When, therefore, the fishes, with which the coves of Orleans abound, are also taken into cousideration,
they may justly be regarded as more beneficial to the inhabitants than if the space which they occupy wae covered
with the most fertile soil. 'The riches which they yield are inexhaustible, provided thcy are not too wantonly lav-
ished. TFor after a portion of the shore has been dug over and almost all the clams taken up, at the end of two years,
it is said, they are asplenty there asever. It is even affirmed by many persons that it is as necessary to stir the clam
ground frequently as it is to hoe a field of potatoes; becanse if this labor be omitted the clams will e crowded too
closely together and will be prevented from increasing in size.”

WELLFLEET

THRE FISIENG INDUSTRIES 0F WELLFLEET IN 1794 AND 1802.—In the Collections of the Massachusetts Historieal
Soeciety for the year 1794 (vol, iii, Ist series, pp. 119-121) is found the following account of the fish and fisheries of
Welllleet, written by Levi Whitman :

“The people in this town are engaged in the sea service. A sailor is Jooked on as one engaged in the most hon-
orable and beveticial employments. There are but few mechanies. Our vessels commonly fit out from Boston, and
@0 thither to dispose of their oil, fish, boue, &e. Perhaps there are but few towns so well suppiied with fish of all
kinds as Wellfleet ; among which are some that are uncommon, such as the swordfish and cramp fish. The latter,
which when touched with human flesh, give it an electrical shock, has been canght on our shores. The oil of this fish
is said 1o be beneficial in certain cases. We also have the billfish in great plenty in the month of October. No part
of the world has better oysters than the harbor of Wellfleet; time was when they were to be found in the greatest
plenty, but in 1775 a mortality from an unknown cause carried off the most of them. Since that time the true
Rillingsgate oysters have been scarce ; and the greater part that are carried to market are first imported aud laid in
our harbor, where they obtain the proper relish of Billingsgate.”

Freeman gives the following account of the fisheries in 1802, but does not state wheunee he derived his information:

“The business of the tewn at this date [1802] was thus noted: ‘ Engaged in the whale fisheries were five vessels.
They carried salt, that should they not Joad with oil in the straits of Belle Isle or Newfoundland, they might make
up their voyage with codfish. In the ecod and mackerel fisheries four vessels were exclusively engaiged; in the
tisheries around the cape twelve vessels were employed ; and in carrying oysters to Boston, Salem, Newburypert,
and Portland, four other vessels.”t

! Freeman’s History of Cape Cod. Boston, 1862, vol. ii, p. 678.
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WrRLLFLEET IN 1844,—The Rev. Enoch Pratt, writing in 1844, gives the following topographicai deseription and
historieal account of the town:

“There are three harbors in the town, all having about the same depth of water, 12 feet at high tide. One is
called the River Harbor, in the north part of thie bay ; aunother, in the center of the town, called Duck Creek Harbor;
and the third, in the south part, called Blackfish Creck.

"¢ These harbors are of great importanee torhe town, as they are safe, and afford the Lest facilitics for carrying on
the cod and mackerel fisheries, which have always been very extensively proscented,  These employ the largest
portion of’ the male inhabitants, who derive from thew their priiicipal snpport.

¢ In some past yearsthere have heen more than one huudied sail of vessels engaged, mostly in ihe mackerel-fishery,
and with great success.  The vessels are from 20 to 20 tons,  For threc or four years pust they have not been able to
take that fish in such quantities as formeriy, consequently the number of vessels eugaged has been rednced to about
seventy at the present time.  There are three wharfs and packing establishments. Formerly the whaling business
was carried on here extensively, with large schiooners, many of which were built Lere, of timber that grew o e
shiore.”?

WELLFLEET MACKEREL-FISHERY IN 1800.—The Barnstable Tatviot of Angnst 2%, 1560, gives the following
account of the fisheries at Wellfleet for that year: ¢ Number of vessels, 750 value, ivclnding ontiit, §375,000; 20600
harrels mackerel were sold last year, at $12 a barrel, amounting to §240,600. Not only does the mackercl-fishery
prosper, but a new souree of thrift in the oyster-fishery is open doring a portion of ile vear that maeckerel are not
taken.”

WELLFLEET IN 1862 —Freeman, in his history of Cape Cod, published in 1362, in regaid to Wellfleet, says:

“The employment of the male inhabitants is almost entirely connected with thie eccan, The cod and mackered
fisheries have always Leen extensively prosecuted here. More than one hundred vessels, some years, being engaged.
in the husiness.  For the accommodation of those thus employed arve several wharves and packing establishments,

“From the table-lands of Eastham is a range of hills extending through this town, Truro, and Provincetown, 1
Race Point. West, and in range of these hills, are several pouds, namely, Duek Pond; in the center of the town, {5
fathoms deep, perfectly round, with a beautiful shore of white sand ; Hopkins Pond, one-quarter of a mile farther
nortlh, of about the same size, but not so deep; Great Pond, 1 mile in eircumfirence, baving several small ponds.
flowing into it, abounding with red perch; Long Poud abont 20 yods distant frow 1he last named, which also abounds.
with fisk, and has near it the village formerly known s Lewis’s Neighborhood; Turtle Pond, betsween Long and
Hopkins; Gull Pond, large and beantitnl, 13 of a mile in cireamference, abouuds with perch, and being in their scason
the resort of alewives, lying at the eastern extremity of Hunt's Hollow, near the east side of the cape: Neweomb
Pond, also on the east side, and connecting with Great by a sinall stream: Herring Poud, frow which issues Herring
Brook, yielding large quantities of alewives in their seasen ; and Squier’s Pond, situated in Duck Creck village, also
affording fish. Beside there are others less importaut.”

Pratt also describes these ponds, and speaks of the species of fish they contain.  He says:

“#Great Pond is nearly round, 1 wile in circumference, and abounds with red perch. Four small ponds are near
it, the waters of which sometimes flow into it. Turtle Pond is between Long Pond and Hopkins Pond.

“Long Pond is on the eastern side of Lreat Pond, about 20 rods distant, 15 1 mile in length, and contuins
red perch. Near this pond are four or five dwelling-houses, and the village is called Lewis's Neighborhood.,  Gulk
Pond is the largest and most perfect pond in the town. It is perfectly round, 11 miles in circumference, and contains
herring and perch. It is at the eastern extremity of Pearcc’s hollow, and near the back side of the cape. Nearit is
a small pond, ealled Newecomb’s, which is connected with Great Pond by a stream of water, and another, called
Herring Brook, from which herring are taken in the spring in considerable quantities. There are three other small
ponds near the eastern shore. Squire’s Poud is small and round; it is situated in Duck Creek village, and affords
perch and eels.”?

BLACKFISH AND WHALE FISHERY.—Aecording 10 Freeman, *“the whaling business was, in early times, carvied
on extensively here, and in the taking of whales none were more expert than the Indians then iubabiting the
neighborhoad, whose services were always in demand.  This fishery, once the chiel employment, was luerative; and
and by it some large properties were acquired. Bnt little has been doune lLere in whaling smee the Revolutionary
period, except that occasionally the species of whale called blackfish make their appearavce and are rlnl;cn; or
peradventure a whale of the larger kind is seen to blow in Barnstalle Bay, pessibly in Wellfleet Bay, or Provincetawn
Harbor, which is the signal for sport that is generally successful.”3

Prig OLD OYSTER-BEDS.—TFrom the statements of ihe historians Pratt and Freeeman, it wonld appear that at
the time of the settlement of Wellfleet great oyster-beds existed in the bay, and that the oysfer»ﬁﬂwry, wbich LM
now almost entirely died out, during the early years was one of the most important fisheries of the town. InPrait’s
history we find the following account:* * Oysters and other shell fish were f'mmd' in the bay in great :Umndm’wo. ab
the first settlement, which not only afforded a supply for the jphabitants but in time were taken to‘Bn[s}‘nn ilnn other
places for sale. This business has Leen carried on extensively and profitably to those Png:}g(&d in .IT.. alu\»p..\ and
stands werte opened in Boston, Salem, Portland, and othier places, where the aysters were sold in quantifiestu suitthe
purchasers. . ; it i

+¢Tn 1770 all the oysters in the bay died. What caused the destruction is not certainly known, but it i

1 History of Eastham, Wellfleet, and Orleans: Varmonth, 1844, 8 Freeman’s History of Cape Cod. Bosion. 1862 vol. it 1. 835,
3 1bid., p. 112, ' 4 Op. eit., pp. 111,112
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that, as at this time a large number of black fish died and came on shore, where their carcasses remained, producing
a very filthy coudition of the water, it caused this mortality.

THE FIRST OYSTERS BROUGHT FROM THE s0UTH.—“ The inhabitants of the town fried thie experiment of bringing
oysters from the south, and laying themn down on the flats, which succeeded well. In the course of a year they
doubled their size, and their quality was much improved. This soon became a large business, and a number of vessels
Liave been employed in the spring of every year in bringing them liere. The number of bushels which are annually
brought is about 60,000, Nearly all the oyster-shops and stands in Boston and in other cities and towns in this
State are supplied from this place, and are kept Ly persons belonging to this town. This business affords a living
for many familics.” A few pages further on, alluding to the native oyster-beds, he says:

NATIVE OYSTER-BEDS. —“ Oysters were found in great abundance on the flats at the first settlement, but at this
time (1769) the inhabitants had so increased, and such quantities were taken for consamption and for Boston market
that it became necessary, to prevent their entire destruction, for the district to take measures to preserve and propa-
gate them.

LEGISLATION RELATIVE TO THE OYSTER-FISHERY.—1772, “an act had Deen passed by the general eourt, regulat-
ing the taking of oysters in Bilingsgate Bay. It was now voted by the district to ask the court to repeal the act so
far that in the three sumimer months they should not be taken for Boston market, nor in July and Angust for the use
of the inhabitants. .

¢ The oyster-fishery at this time (1773) appeared to engage the generul attention of the inhabitants. A vote was
passcd to the effeet that, whereas the oyster-fishery in this district was the principal support of wany of the inhabitants,
and of great advantage to the provinee in general, and, whereas also, it has been greatly hurt and damaged by persons
taking the young oysters, and, notwithstanding the law of the province, wonld be ruined if, not timely prevented, it
was therclore agreed to make and adopt by-laws to preserve them,”!

In 1774 “ additional regulations were made for the preservation of the oyster-fishery, in conjunction with doings
of the towns of Eastham, and approved by the court.”? )

In 1785 the sulject again attracted attention, and among the petitions sent to the general court was one “to
preveut the people belonging to other towns from tuking oysters and other shell fish in our (Wellfleet) Bax”;?
and once more, iu 1793, “a petition was presented to the general court for an act to prevent the destruction of
shell-fish.” ¢

DESTRUCTION OF TUHE OYSTER-BEDS.— The beds did not survive, however, the destruction whicl took place a
desw years prior to this time, and the native oyster shortly became practically extinet. Some years later a business
of very considerable magnitude sprang up in transplanting oysters from seuthern grounds and replanting in Well-
fleet Hurbor. By the year 1846 this business had grown to such an extent that the supply of replanted oysters was
almost sufficicnt to meet the entire demands of Boston market. The Gloucester Telegraph of January 21, 1846, gives
the 1ollowing account of the business, quoted from the Yarmouth Register:

““Most of the oysters sold i Boston are supplied by inhabitants of the town of Wellleet. Between thirty and
forty Wellfleet vessels have gone south for cargoes. On their return the oysters are taken onf and laid down on the
flats in the harbor. LEach man has a portion of the flats staked off for his exclusive use, and when wanted in Boston
Lie goes to bis submarive premises, takes up his oysters and forwards them to the city Ly the packets. The custom
of laying them down at Wellileet enables the fishermen to keep the market always supplied with fresh oysters. It
is said their flavor is improved by being 1aid down a few months in salt water. On somo years many of the oysters
laid down die, but generally the inerease in the size compensates for the loss in number.”

TRANSPLANTING 0YSTERS.—Freeman refers to the destruction of native oysters ( which, according to him, took
place in 1773) and then alludes to the rise and growth of the business of transplanting Southern oysters in the following
words: “The town, bowever, is still noted for this delicions bivalve; and immense guantities are carried hence to
Boston and other cities, The fish is supplied Ly importations from the South, brought and laid in the barbor where
ihiey svon acquire the flavor and richness of the old Billinsgate oyster, and in a single year double their size. The
Lusiness is one of magnitude. In bringing the fish to the planting-grounds, and in the removal of them after probation,
many vessels are employed.  Not Jess than 60,000 bushels was the average of oysters transplanted here annually many
vears since. The present extent of the business we are unable fo define statistically.” s

BREWSTER.

CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES IN 1862, —Freeman, in his History of Cape Cod, commenting on the condition of
Brewster iu past days, says: “ The fisheries were never a prominent business here, They ure carried on here to
some extent, less now thun formerly. About fourteen or fifteen years ago two vessels, the Emma C. Lathrop and
the Miles Standish, were owned in the town. They belonged to Capt. Nathan Crosby, and were employed in the
maekere} fishery. :

“ The extensive salt works, which once formed no wnimportant feature of the northerly pertion of the town, have,
of Iate years, been fast disappearing. Some remain (1862) but their numbers and importance are greatly diminished.

*The alewife fishery received its annual share of attention, an agent being appointed to take care of the town’s
right to it, This fishery, in Stoney Brook, is less productive than formerly. Fish weirs, constructed on the flats

L Pratt, op. cit., p. 126 4 Freeman, op. eit., vol. ii, p. 677.
2 Freeman’s History of Cape Cod. Doston, 1862, vol. ii, p. 664. 5 Ibid., p. 636,
dP'ratt, op. cit., p. 133.
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making from the s.hore of this and neighboring towns, now afford large gnantities of alewives, bluefish, and in fact
most of the varietics found in the bay.”

CIHATITAN

.

HisTorY or THE CHATHAM Fisneries.—The fisheries of Chatham, which at the time of the Revolutionary war
had grown to very considerable importance, suffered severely during that conflict.  From a description of Chatham in
the Collections of the Massachusetts Historieal Society, vol, viii, Ist series, wo learn “that in 1774 Chatham had 27
vessels in the cod-fishery. In the year 1783, four or five vessels only were left in the harbors, but the ‘town was
filled with widows mourning the loss of their husbands and sons.”’ With the return of peace, however, the fishery
revived and the tears of the wretched were wiped awav.” That this recovery from the effects of war was very rapid, we
may learn from the fact that *“in 1790, 40 vessels, a uuwber of them from other places, cured their fish in Chatham
Harbor.”

In 1802, according to the deseription ahove quoted, the condition of the fisheries was as follows: “A few of the
youug and middle aged men are engaged in mercantile voyages, and sail from Boston ; but the great body of them are
fishermen. Twenty-five schooners, from 25 to 70 tous, are employed in the cod-fishiery.  They are partly owned
in Boston and other places but prineipally in Cbatbam. About one-half of them fish on the banks of Nei-
foundland, the rest on Nantucket Shoals, the shores of Nova Seotia, and in the Straits of Belle Isle.  On board these
schooners are about 200 men aud boys, most of whowm are inhabitants of Chathan, and thev catch one yvear with
another 700 or 200 quintals to a vessel. Besides the fishing vessels there are belonging to the town 5 coasters,
which sail to Carolina and the West Indies. Fish are plenty on the coast * * ¥  Hhell-fish are found in
great abundance on the shores, particularly quahaugs and clams. Great quantities of bait are dug for the use of the
fishermen, There are excellent oysters in Oyster pond, but they are scurce and dear, selling for $1 a bushel. In no
part of the county can wild fowls be obtained in such pleuty and variety. Food can so casily be procured eitber on
the shores or in the sea, that with the profit which arises from the voyages, in which it minst be confessed they labor
very hard, the people are enabled to cover their tables well with provisions.”

In ¥Freeman’s History of Cape Cod, it is stated that *‘ there were, in 1337, wheu the population was much less
than at present, 22 vesecls owned here and engaged in the fisberies, yielding that vear 15,560 quintals of codfish, then
worth $46,500; and 1,200 barrels of mackerel, worth %9,600.”

Prior to 1845 almost or quite all of the Chatham vessels were engaged in the Bank fishery for eod,  They
trequented to a large extent the Grand Banks, Green, und Western Banks. They would make one long summer trip,
and then lay up.  If amwan made $200 in those days bhe was considered to have done well.

¥rom this time the bank cod-fishery began to decline and the mackerel fishery to increase. This was largely
dne to the fact that the harbers of Chatham gradually filled with sand, and in time precluded the use of the large
vessels nocessary for the bank fishery.

As early as 1340 or 1845 the fisheries were carried on at the southern extremity of Monomoy, where at that time
2 good harbot existed, both by Chatham fishermen and thoese of other towns. Fish stores, wharves, and temporary
dwellings for sumimer use were built here. About 1250, or perbaps a few years later, more than fifty vessels were
owned here by two Chatham firms. The majority of these vessels were mackerelmen. But this harbor, like the
others, soon filled with sand, and the vessels one after another were sold and went to other ports, and the business
here gradually died out. Many of the vessels, however, still remained until the time of the late war, and many that
were twelve or fifteen years old were sold at prices whiclh eqnaled their original cost.

In 1866 the business of the off-shore fishery was transferred to Harding's Beach, where at first two firms, and
later one, have carried it on to a limited extent up to the present time.

When the vessel fishery had seriously declined, weirs Legan to be introduced, and at first were very profitable.
The fish were sold to smacks which came from Connecticut.

In 1842, a8 many as 100 boats froma Monomoy employed nets for the eapture of shad.  Af that time shad were
commonly salted for market.

Seines for blnefish and bass were iutroduced into Chatham about thirty-five years ago.

“The manufacture of salt,” says Freeman, *‘once prominent, has declined here as in other Cape towns, and
from similar causes. There twere, in 1837, no less than 80 establishments for the manunfacture of salt here, vielding
97,400 bushels, valned at $8,220.7

DENNIS.

DeNNIS FROM 1844 To 1876.— It is stated! that in 1844 the capital invested in the fisheries in the whele tewn of
Dennis was $36,300.

Tt 1845 or 1846 (ke first wharf was built in Dewnis Port. Prior to this time there were coring est ablishments z.u
Herring River in Harwich, and the fish were brought from the vessels, :mchor‘ed at‘scflue (llstfalx('ez from in(»}~(:, in
seows, The bunsiness rapidly inereascd for ten or twelve years after the building of the \\‘11.::1:{. Between a:(,’ »nmyl
70 vessels were then owuned here, about one-half of which fished for mackerel and one-half for cod. Hand-lines
exclusively were used in the fisheries.  Seives and trawls were introdnced about ten years ago.

c;f the Tnited States of Ameriea, ete., by Daniel Haskel and J. Calvin Smith. New

' A Complete Deserintive and Statistical Gazetteer
York, 1844, p. 175
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In former years the manufacture of salt was carried on in Dennis very extensively. In 1840 no less than 37,315
Lushels were made in the town.

A number of years prior to 1841 as many as 22 mackerel vessels were sheltered in a little artificial harbor at the
east of Denuis village, and as many as 10 or 12 vessels wintered there. Tn 1841 there were 16 or 17 mackerel vessels
here. Among these were the Theater, the Isabella, and the Greek Bride. The crew of the latter vessel was lost, fuk-
ing 21 men out of a little districs.

In a few years the number of mackerel vessels increased to 22. Later, codfishing was taken up to a small ex-
tent. IFour vessels were employed at one time.

About the year 1260 the harbor became choked with sand, and ut the present time small cat-boats can hardly go
in except at high tide. The fishing vessels, of course, were sold. Nonehave been owned here since 1865, The break-
water, whiclk stood at the mouth of the harbor, was demolished about 1876.

YALRMOUTIL

A note on the condition of Yarmwouth in 1802 gives the following facts in regard Lo the fisheries: “On the Yar-
mouth side of Bass River there are six wharves, three near the mouth of the river, and three amilenorth of it. There
are here 91 vessels. One brig sails immediately to the West Indies. Ten coasters, from 30 to 40 tons burden, sail to -~
Boston, Connectient, or the Sounthern States, and thence to the West Indies. The other 10 vessels are fishermen; 1
is of 10¢ tons; the rest ave from 40 to 70 tons, The fishing vessels go to the Straits of Belle Isle, the shoals of Nova
Scotia, or Nantueket Shoals, On a medium, a fishing vessel uses 700 bushels of salt a year, One or two vessels are
annually built on Bass River, chiefly on the western side.

#1u Lewig’s Bay, in Yarmouth, there are 4 coasters, of about 45 tons each, and 10 sail of fishermen, from 45 to 50
ions.  They catch fish on the coast from Nantucket Shoals to Nova Scotia.” !

“In 1837, writes Freeman, ‘‘there were in Sonth Yarmouth alene 13 vessels engaged in cod and wackerel fisheries,
producing 4,300 quintals of codfish and 2,287 barrels of mackerel.”

Twenty yvears later, however, the fisheries suffered a great decline. Freeman says: “‘The fishing business had so
far declined in 1857 that the Yarmouth Register said of it: It has well nigh died out. Not wwore than 2 or 3 vessels
have beeu sent from this port the present season, where formerly 20 or 30 sail were employed. Qur citizens have
turned their attention fo foreign commerce, or the coasting and packeting business, which pays altogetber better than
our facilities for earcying on the fisheries, compared with Provincetown, Gloucester, Wellfleet, and other places on the
coast.”” ‘Therc was no increase iu the offshore fishing business after this time, and its entire extinction followed
speedily.  In 1563 the “ Register” announeced that the last of the fishing fleet hiad been sold.

The mannfacture of salt has been carried on for about seventy years. A great many men turned their attention
to this husiness at the time of the war of 1812, when the embargo laid upon the shipping made it iwpossible to carry
on the fisheries, and from this time it rapidly increased. In 1837 no less than 52 establishments for the manufacture

of salt existed in Yarmouth.
SANDWICH.

The historical docnments relating to the tisheries of Sandwich are quite numerous, and furuish a more or less
connected commentary on their varying condition from the middle of the seventeenth century to the present time.

TUE ALEWIFE-FISHERY IN 1645.—The alewife-fishery seems to have attracted much attention from the early colo-
tists, and it is to this matter that the oldest documents relate. In 1645 we have an act regulating this fishery :

“Whereas notwthstanding the free liberty granted for fishing and fowleing,” begins the preamble, ‘“It inanefestly
appearcing that the Towne of Sandwich hath received prjudice by stopping of the passage of the hearsing or alwives to
their ware by setting of netts to take Basse by private psons to the gen’all p'judice of the whole Towne, It isthere-
fore enacted by the Court that if any pson or psons shall prsume to sett any netts in the said River to stopp the passage
of the said heareings or Alewives or hinder their comeing vp to the said ware during theirseason web is from the
middle of Aprill to the last of May shall forfaite tenn pounds as often as hes or they shall so doe, to the Colonics
use.” 2 )

THE WHALE-FISHING FROM 1652 To 1702.—Seven years later, in 1652, the iushore whale-fishing seems to Lhave
come into prominence and to have agitated the legislators of that time. ¢‘1t was ordered,” writes Freeman, quoting
the old records, ‘ that Edmund Freeman, Edward Perry, George Allen, Daniel Wing, John Ellis, and Thomas Tobey,
these six men, shall take care of all the tish that Indians shall cut up withiu the limits of the town, 80 as to provide
safety for it, and shall rlispose of the fish for the town’s use; also, that if any man that is an inhabitant shall find a
whale and report it to any of theso six men he shall have a double share; and that these six men shall take care to
provide laborers and whatever is needful, so that whatever whales either Indian or white man gives uotice of, they
may dispose of the proceeds to the town’s uvse, to be divided equally to every inhabitant.” The court subscquently
appointed “agents to Teceive the oil for the country.”

‘¢ All the larger fish yielding oil are meant. 8o numcrous were whales in the bay, and such was the activity of
the whalemen that instances were frequent of whules escaping wounded from their pursuers and dying subsequently,

T Coll. Mass. Hist. Soe., viii, 1st series, 1802, p. 141,
? Plymouth Colony Records, vol. xi, 1623-1682, p. 49,



HISTORICAL REFERENCES: MASSACHUSETTS 731

being washed to the shores. Besides these, the grampus and other large fish were ofien stranded on the flats by
the action of the tides.”?

In 1653 the town provided ‘‘that the pay of all whales shall belong to every bowsebolder and to every young
man that is his own equally.” - =

““The contest for the right of whales seems toLiave been carried on with vigor. It was further ordered, September
13 [1653], © that Richard Chadwell, Thowuas Dexter, and John Ellis, these three men, shall have all the whales that
come up within the limits and bounds of Sandwich, they paying to the town for the said fish £16 a whale. 1t was
also ‘provided that if any of these three men have notice given them by any person who has seen a whale ashore or
aground and bas placed an oar by the whale, his oath may, if required, be tauken for the truth and certainty of the
the thing, and the said three persons shall be held liable to pay for the said whale althougl they neglezt to go with
him that brings them word. And if they do not go with Lim then said person shall hold the said whale, and by
giving notice to any third man shall have paid him for his care herein £1.  And in case there come ashore any part
of a whale, these four men, Mr. Dillingham, Mr. Edmund Freeman, Edward Perry, and Michael Blackwell, ave to be
the judges of the whale before it shall be cut off from, to determine the quantity less a whole whale; and then,
without allowing further word, those three men, viz, Richard Chadwell, Thomas Dexter, and John Ellis, shall make
payment for said whale one-third in oil, one-third in corn, and one-third in caftle, all marketable, at current prices,
&C.’ ”ne

In 1659 ““the town appointed ‘John Ellis and Jumes Skiff to take care of the whales and all other fish that yield
oil in quantity;’ and, subsequently, sale was made to John Ellis of ‘the right of all snch fish coming within the
limits and bounds of the town the next three years.’”?

At the beginning of the next century, however, it was thought well to divert the resources of chance intoa
means of supporting the clergy, and the drift-whales became the perquisites of the minister, much as the fees for
matrimonial services do at the present day.

¢ In 1702 the town gave to Rev. Roland Cotfon * all snch drift-wlhales as shall, during the time of his ministry i
Sandwich, be driven or cast ashore within the limits of the town, being such as shall not be killed with hands.” 74

THE ALEWIFE FISHERY F1ROM 1674 to 1715, —In the mean time the legislation relating to the alewife-fishery became
unsettled, and on March 4, 1674—

It is granted by the court, that Ricliard Bourne, of Sandwich, shall have 12,000 of alewives yearly, belonging
to thab land conferred on him at Pampaspecitt.”® In 1695 it was ordered © that 4d. per M. be paid the town’s agent
for catching the town’s herrings.” Aund, “ for the schoplmaster,” £10 was appropriated ¥ the present year.’®

“Uptil the year 1718 large quantities of herring bad been taken from the river for fertilizing the soil; the
whole surplus exceeding the quantity required for food; it was now erdered that no herrings shall be taken in futare
to ‘ fish corn.””?

CONDITION OF T0E FISHERIES FROM 1802 to 1862, —We get a glimpse of the condition of affairs in SBandwich ut
the opening of the present century from the description by Wendell Davis:

% The fisheries have been repeatedly atiempted,” ie writes, < but never with general success.  This live of busines,
has aulways been prosecuted with more advantage in the castern than inthe western part of the country.” ¢ Vreeman,
who has examined much of the history of the town, confirms this statement of the non-importance of the fisheries,
excepting those for shell-fish. Hoe writes:

“The bays and their inlets still, as formerly, yivld their supply of cod, bhaddock, bass, halibut, sheepslieads
mackerel, tautog, scup, bluefish, flonnders, smelts, eels, and other fish, whenever a challenge is fairly offered; but
piseation was, at 1o period of the history of Sandwich, a prominent employment of its inhabitants: and of late years
its dependence for supplies of this sort has been chiefly on the toils of the inhabitants of other places; labors of more
utility taking the precedence here.

“The cod Lius certainly made no progress in these waters since the day of Wood in 1654.
thesc seas, are larger than in Newfoundland, 6 or 7 of them wake a quintal.””?®

Toe OvstER INpUSTRY, 1634 TO 1862.—We shall bave to turn te Freeman’s account again in order to learn the
history of the oyster fishery :

“ Qysters which were once very abundant and of superior q tirely vaeated th i
some of the best locations, Liave become nearly exterminated. They are yet supplied in diminished (!lli).l]tltl’\,’s ﬁjmn
Manomet River; but, from the constant exactions upoen them, are of small size. '.I‘hose in the bays on the south sxd(.-,’
formerly abundant and very large and finely flavored, have ceascd, execept as oceasionally the once r{ut,ed '.bay o\sttl
is discovered Ly some lucky wight in deep water, whither they have withdr;m‘n.. DBay oysters in their prllmt])\‘u
condition, were very aptly deseribed by Wood (1634): “"The oistvmjs be great ones in form of, a Rhoe—hm'l;(‘, e«;?;( 0‘.\
foot long. The fish without a shell so big it must adwit of 4 division tobe got in your mouth.”  Clams an q‘}-‘i] ,f}lﬁ
are yet at Land ; the latter especially on the south side. Some of the large sea-clams yet remain on the nortlh side,

and loLsters in great profasion.

“Wood says, ‘clams, or clamps, lye under the : § 1
receive water at. When the tide ebbs and flows, a wan running over theso clam esent . ‘
by their spouting of water out of these small holes.” The sca-clams are doubtless the same of which W ood says,

He says: ‘Codfish, iu

uality have not entirely vacated their beds; but, in

sand, every six in seven of them having a round hole to take aivand
banks will presenily be made all wet
‘In

i Freeman's History of Cape Cod. Bosion, 1882, vel. i, p. 50. 6 Freeman.gip cit., vol. ii, p. 83.
7 Iind.. p. 9L

T, PP 50,01 $Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc., 1802, vol. viii, 1st series, pp. 122, 123,

B i i

‘Ilgiu;..' ,;) gi s Freeman, op. cit., vol. ii, p. 3L
, p. 85

5 Plymouth Colony Records, vol. v, 1668-1678, p. 140.
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sowe places thers be clams as big as a penny white loaf.’” But we ean indulge no further in Mr. Wood's account of
the fighes, except to add a few lines from his notice of shell-fish, which we give rather as a specimen:

‘¢ ¢« The luscious lobster, with the crabfish raw,
The brinish oister, muscle, periwigge,
And tortoise sought for by the Indian squaw,
‘Which to the flats dance many a winter’s jigge,
To dive fur cockles, and to digge for clams,
‘Whereby her lazic husband’s guts shee cramms.” 7}

FALMOUTH.

Tue FISHERIES OF FALMOUTH SINCE 180).—Freeman thus comments upon the fisheries of Falmonth at the open-
ing of the present century:

“ The fisheries were never a very prominent businees here; and yet, in 1800, of 60 vessels owned here, of about 55
tons average, 6 were employed in the fisheries; 2 going to the Straits of Belle Isle, and 4 fishing at the shoals.” 2

The whaling business was carried on at Wood’s Holl guite extensively forty years ago. There were at one time
a3 many as & vessels lailing from that port. There was a candle factory here at that time. The whale oil,
however, was sold in New Bedford largely. As the pren died who had carried on the business, the vessels were sold
one by one, and the business here gradusally ceased.

Freeman's account confirms the facts given above, alluding to the former whule-fishery of the town in the fol-
lowing words: )

** Considerable ship-building was formerly carried on here; and, at one time, 9 ships, averaging about 350
tons each, were employved in the whale-fishery trom this port, ‘T'he capital invested was about $260,000; the number
of men engaged in the business was about 250; and the aggregate return was, of sperm oil, 4,952 barrels, or 148,560
gallons; whale 0il,276 barrels, or 8,250 gallons. This place, like others, hus passed through business viecissitudes,
but has ever been regarded as in mapy Tespects an important and interesting loeality. 3

Prior to 35 vears ago there were several fishing schiooners at Wood's Holl, At one time there were 2 bankers
and 2 which went to Nuntucket shoals. Relics of the old fleet gre remembered by thie numes “Aun,” “ Isagc Cromwell,”
and ‘¢ Sea Serpent.” The ¢ Sea Serpent ” was a sharp-stern pinkie boat. It was finally decked over and changed to
the ‘¢ Wanderer.”

Ralt-works existed here 30 or 40 years ago to a large extent, but no trace of them now remains. Two dollars
a bushel was eften obtained for the salt.

MARTHA’S VINEYARD.

Martha’s Vineyard was diseovered by Gosnold in 1602, though he gave that name to Noman’s Land, rather than
to what is now the Vineyard.

In 10642 ¢ the Vineyard” was settled by Thomas Mayhew, of Southampton, England. In 1644 it was placed
under the jurisdiction of Massachusetts, and in 1664 was transferred to New Yeork, but was restored to Massachu-
setts in 1692,

Hi1sTORY OF EDGARTOWX AND HoLMES HoLE.—Edgartown was formerly a whaling port of eonsiderable impor-
tance, According to Starbuck, the deep-sea whale fishery was begun here in 1733 by one Joseph Chase, who came
from Nantucket and established himself on the shore of Edgartown Iarbor, and built a wharf and try-work. He
carried on the fishery for two or three years with his sloop, the Diamond, a vessel of 40 tons, but finally stopped on
account of his want of success. -

In 1739 James Claghorn purchased the Leopard, a sloop of 40 tons, and commenced the fishery, but he algo
retired in two or three years.

In 1742 John Harper commenced the fishery with several vessels, but ran through the same conrse as the others,
withdrawing in a few years, ) )

Regardless of the results accruing to his predecessors, in 1744 Jobn Newman commenced the whale-fishery.
VUnfortunately his vessel was lost abont a year later, while temporarily engaged in bringing corn from the Senth to
suy ply the lack at home.

In 1757, an embargo being upon the shipping, John Norton, for Martha’s Vineyard, and Abishai Fdlger, for Nan-
tucket, prayed the general court of Massacliusetts that they might be allowed to send vessels op whaling voyages as
usnal, stating that unless they were permitted so to do many of the people mnst suffer for the necessities of life.

In 1775 ouly 12 whaling vessels, with an aggregate of 720 tong, were in use at Martha's Vineyard. This number
of vessels was fitted out apnually from Martha’s Vineyard from 1771 to 1775, and employed 156 seamen, and annually
took 900 barrels of sperm oil and 300 barrels of whale oil.

The outbreak of the Revolutionary war affected the whale-fishery at Martha’s Vineyard, as it did in otherlocalities
in New England. Vessels were seized and carried to England or destroyed, and the busincss became precarious and
loss was almost certain.

I Freeman, op. ¢it., vol. ii, p. 32, 31%d., p. 421 2I%d., p. 421.
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Mr. Samuel Osborne, jr., the owner or agent of the whaling fleet now hailing from Edgartown, states that ihis
place has for many years had vessels in the whale-fishery. In 1858 the fleet numbered 19 sail ; in 1879 it was reduced
to 4 sail, aud in 1581 numbered 6 vessels.  In early times many of the Nantucket fleet fitted here, and thus bronght
considerable profit Lo the town, During the late war scveral vessels were sold away from Liere, and the death of tuwo
or three capitalists prior to 1870 caused a withdrawal of vessels to other ports. The business of whaling has made a
gond many people wealthy in the town, Nearly every voyage in the last ten years has yielded a profit. There are
said to be no poor people in the town, the valuation of $3,000,000 being well distributed among the 1,300 inhabitants.
A number of retired whaling merchuants reside here, and own parts of vessels in other ports, Tlicre are also somne
ladies who own shares in vessels.

In 1778 ships of the British navy made foravs in the sea-coast townsof New England. At Holmey' Hole 4 vessels,
with several boats, were destroved, and in Old Town (Edgartown) Harbor, Martha’s Vineyard, a brig of 150 tons, a
schooner of 70 tons, and 23 whale-boats were destroyed.

In regard to the growth of other fisheries besides the whale-fishery at Martba's Vineyard we have no information
until 1807, In 1603, however, the shores are said to have abounded with fish and shell-fish of various kinds.

In 1807 the clam-fishery was carried on at Edgartown, Two thousand dollars’ worth of clams, at $9 per barrel,
were sold in Edgartown in that year. At that time they were also Leginning to be taken in Mene msha Pond and
other places for bait. Oysters also oceurred on the south shore in two brackish ponds. Lobsiers were scarce, and
only found about the wharves at Edgartown,

For a number of years prior to 1348 three banking vessels were owned at Edgartown.

In 1807 there was one fishing vessel at 1lolmes’ Hole.

The manufacture of salt was carried on at Martha's Vineyard as on Cape Cod. In 1807 there were three sets of
salt works at Edgartown, covering 2,700 feef, and in Tisbury five sets, covering 900 feet. The manufacture was
then on the increase.

That oysters were once natives of Martha's Vineyard is evident from the following paragraph, quoted from a
description of the island in the Massachusetts Historical Collections, second series, 1807, page 55:

“The oyster is fonnd in Newtown Pond, and in two other ponds on the south shore, one of which is in Edgartown,
and the other in Tisbury, It ie fresh to the taste, bat it is improved in its relish and rendered fatter by digging o
canal throngh the beaeh and lettiug the salt water flow into the fresh-water ponds. As the soutberly wind soou fifls
up the eanal, the digging must be renewed four or five times in a year.

ELIZABETIT ISLANDS AND WAREIIAM,

Eanrry Histony oF THE FIsPERIES.—On Nonamasset Island in 1807 was ¢ one dwelling, containing two families,
and abiout 960 feet of salt works built in the year 18(5. Thbhe fishes are the same as those of the vicinity, but
lobsters, which are scarce at Martha’s Vineyard, are canght in great abundance at all the Elizabelh Islands.”?

Gosuold's voyagers, in 1602, found at the Elizabeth Islands ¢ divers sorts of shell-fish, as scollops, museles,
cockles, lobsters, erabs, oysters, and wilks, exceeding good and very great.”?

THE FISHERIES OF WAREHAM IN 1815.—The following description of Wareham iv 1815 is given in vol. iv, 2d serics,
Massachusetts Historical Seciety Collections, pp, 256-289:

“The Wemeantic, the sources of which are in Carver, attains the name of river on the southwestern horders
of Wareham, where it may be 3 rods in width. * * * Alewives ascend this stream to two ponds in Carver.

~* ¥ % Agawam Brook, issning from a pond in Plymouth, may be 8 or & miles long. * * * Trout,
which abound, are very partial to this siream, doubtless loving its cold sources. 'The general course of this brook is
southwest, np which the alewives have ever ascended, in vast numbers, to Half Way Pond, Plymouth. * * * The
whale-fishery in the West India seas, and on the coasts of the United States, has been formerly pursned with that
precarions success incident to the employ, probably before the Revolution, and much more so since. * * * The
fish, commen to this bay, are found at Wareham, such as tatang, sheepshead (now become rare), roc Ik, and streaked
basgs, squitteag, scuppeag, eels, with the migratory fish, menhaden, and alewives. One codfish baving be‘eu caught
within the Narrows (say thirty years since), is the only instance of this fish nearer thau the open he‘a»y, or Gay Hea(}.
The quahang clam is commeon, and the oyster is taken in two or more places. 'The latter, which is of small size, is
{requently carried for sale overland to Plymouth.” i . o

EAST WaREHAM IN 1870-271.—The Gloucester Telegraph, of May 7, 1870, stated that Warebam realized %0605
that year from the sale of theright to cateh herring in the Agawam River ir that town.

The New Bedford Evening Standard of April 24, 1871, reported as follows for that year : B

¢«  WAREHAM.—Tle first catch of alewives for the season in the Agawam River, in Wareham, was on Friday of
lest week. The privilege was purchased the present year for $600 by a party in Plymouth, whose inhabitants have
equal rights to the fishery with citizens of Wareham. ) .

“Mr. George Sanford, of East Wareham, who has bought the right to fish this stream for the past f R
informs us that there has been a gradual decrease of fish for the last six years, and that although dunpg ; is })er:;;
there has been no perceivable diminution of gmall alewives in their annual passage from the pom‘ls t40 .t‘le ?(.aj} 'te
number of adults taken last year was less than one-balf caught iL} 1864, M: S. states that large quantitics of white
perch have been canght in the river thisseason by hook-and-line fishermen.

in Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. iii, 1807, 2d series, pp- 75, 79.

ast fourteen years,

1 A descriptiou of Dukes County, August 13, 1807,
1(oll. Mass. Hiat. Soc., vol. viii, 2d series, p. 8.
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MARION.

History oF MarioN.—Tho present town of Marion with the adjoining towns of Rochester, Mattapoisett, and a
large part of Warebam were originally known as the Sippican territory, aud purchased July 22, 1679, from the Indian
chiefs Watuchpoo and Sampson, they receiving permission to sell the territory from King Phillip, the youngest son of
Massasoit, the good, hie Leing the king or chief ruler of the Wampanoag tribes. Phillip was his successor.

Rochester was incorporated as a town on June 4, 1686, receiving its name from the ancient city of Rochester,
England, which was the early home of many of the first settlers. It is recorded in history that the oysters found on
those shores were celebrated by the Romans for their excellence; and the pioneers to the Sippican territory, finding
an abundance and great variety of excellent fish, gave the name in memory of their old home. ¥or a time Rochester
embraced the town of Marion.

In the Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 1815, vol. ii, 2d series, p. 259, is this statement regard-
ing Rochester :

*“The town doubtless takes its name from the ancient city of Rochester in Kent, England, a shire from whence
many of the first planters of Scituate (and of course Rochester) emigrated. That ancient city bad the jurisdiction
of the oyster fishery, and it appears in history that these oysters were eelebrated by the Romans for their excellence.”

And in volume iv, pp. 255, 256, is this description of the varieties of fish to be found there:

¢ Fish.—Tataug, scauppaung, eels are the most common fish near the shores, with alewives in their season, At
several places of resort oysters have bhecome less common; the quahaug and lesser clam are found in the place.
Without the harbor, the bay affords a greater variety; but not the codfish, nearer than Gay Head.”

In volume x, page 31, is this statement, written in 1823:

“The principal manufacture of this town is salt. This business is carried on on an extensive scale, and it is
believed that more salt is manufactured in this town than in any other town in the Commonwealth, and it is the
most productive of any business here practiced.”

And on page 36 of the same special reference is made to the fish found in Assawamsett Pond and Mattapoisett
River and Merry’s Pond in these words:

¢ A part of Assawamsett Pond lies on the north side of this town, and the line of the town crosses two islands of
considerable bigness in this pond. Assawamsett Pond is the largest collection of water in Massachusetts. * * *
In this pond is a vast quantity of iron ore, which increases nearly as fast as it is dug, In the southerly part of this
pond are large quantities of fish, snch as pickerel, whitefish, perch, roaches, chubs, hornfish, and vast quantities of
sea or white perch are taken in the fall of the year, when the young alewives can be had for bait, which is the only
bait which can be used with snccess. * * * On the right hand of the road from Rochester to Plymouth lies Merry’s
Pond, a most beautiful sheet of water, and is nearly as round as a cirele. In this pond are a few fish of the minor
species. There is no natural inlet or outlet to this pond, but a few years since the town, at the expense of $100, cut
a canal from it to Sippican River, hoping to induce the alewives into the pond. No snccess attended the attempt.
* % * Mattapoisett River, thongh small, is of some consequence besides what resnlts from the mills, namely, on’
aceonnt of the alewife fisherv. The privilege of taking said fish in raid river the inhabitants are by law anthorized
to sell, which brings into the treasury abont $400 annually. It wonld be much more productive if the taking the fish
iHlegally could Le effectnally prevented.”

On Jaly 22, 1379, the three towns—Marion, Roclhester, and Mattapoisett—celebrated their bi-centennial anni-
versary, and among the guests were some of the lineal descendants of the kings Massasoit and Sassacuss. A small |
band of King Phillip’s tribe yet remains in the adjoining town of Lakeville, upon the Indian reserve lands known
as Betty’s Neck. The Indians there are fully civilized citizens, with their schools and chiurches, snd are highly spoken
of by all who know them for their industry, intelligence, and temperance.

NEW BEDFORD.

THE ORIGINAL SETTLERS.—This 18 a place of much historic interest. It was first discovered by Bartholomew
Gosnold, who, in company with thirty-one others (eight of them saildrs), sailed from Falmouth, England, in the
small ship Concord, on Marck 26, 1602, with the intention of settling in Virginia, They discovered the group of
islands on the east side of Buzzard’s Bay, and landed on May 24 at the onterisland, now known as Cuttyhnnk, They
named the group the Elizabeth Islands, and the one on which they lunded and built a furt they called Elizabeth, in
honor of their queen. The group yet retains the name. The daring explorer and discoverer bas not been forgot-
ten, the islands baring the township name of Gosnold.

On May 31, 1603, while part of the men were building a forf, Captain Gesnold sailed across the bay, first
anchoring not far from Round Hills on the west and working east until he discovered the meuth of the river and the
west shore on which New Bedford is now built, The island of Cuttyhunk, on which they built a fort, bore the Indian
name of Poocntohhunhunnob. It contains about 516 acres of land. Finding the Indians friendly, they landed and
loaded their veasel with sassafrass root—considered of great value for medieinal purposes—cedar and furs; this last
they purchased of the Indians. Part of the company were to return to England with the cargoe while the remainder
Jocated a permanent settlement. These latter became dissatisfied for fear they would never see their share of the
valuable cargo, so they all embarked, aud on the 15th of June of the same year made sail for England. Captain
Gosnold afterwards retorned to Virginia where he died Angust 22,1607,

Thuns the first atten‘xpt at & settlement here was mada eighteen years Lefore the landing of the Pilgrims on the
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celebrated Plymouth Rock. It was, however, some thirfy or forty years after the above landing before a permanent
setﬂeme.nt was made by the English. The settlement was called Dartmouth and purchased from the Indian chief
Massasoit, and his son, Wamsutta, in 1654. This may e seen by a perusal of the following deed :

‘““ BRaDFORI, GOVERNOUR,

“NEw PrymouTir, Nevendber 29, 1652,

“ Know all men by these presents that I, Wesamequen, and Wamsutta, my son, have sold unto Mr. William
Bradtord, Captain Standish, Thomas Southworth, John Winslow, John Cooke, and their associates, the purchasers or
old comers, all the tract or tracts of land lying eastward from a river called Cushewagg, to a certain harbor called
Acoaksett, to a flat rock on the west side of the said harbor, And whereas the said Larbor divideth itself into several
brapches, the westernmost arme to be the bound, and all ithe tract or tracts of land from the said westward arme to
the said river of Cushewagy. 3 miles eastward of the same, with all the profits and benefits within the said traet, with
all the rivers, crecks, meadows, necks, and islands that lye in or near the same, and from the sea upward to go sohigh
that the English may not be annoyed by the hunting of the Indiaus in any sortof their cattle. And I, Wesamequen,
and Wamsutta, do promise to remove all the Indians within a year from the date hereof that do live in the said
tract. And we, the said Wesamequen and Wamsutta, have fully bargained and sold unte the aforesaid Mr. William
Bradford, Captain Standish, Thomas Southworth, John Winslow, John Cooke, and the rest of their associates, the
purchasers or old comers, to have and to hold for them and theirheirs and assigues forever. And in consideration
hereof, we the above mentioned are to pay to the said Wesamequen and Wamsutta as followeth: Thirty yards of
cloth, 8 morse-skius, 15 axes, 15 hoes, 15 pair of breeches, 8 blankets, 2 kettles, 1 cloak, 2 pounds in wampam, 8 pairs
stockiugs, 8 pairs-shoes, 1 iron pot, and 10shillings in another commeoditie, and in witness hereof we have inter-
changeably set to our hands the day and year above written,

“JOHN WINSLOW.
“JOHN KING.
4 In the presence of—
“JONATHAN SHAW.
“SamuErL Eppy.
s
CIWAMSUTTA. M M7
. mark.

Another old record gives the boundary of Dartmonth (this embraced the present towns of Westport, New Bedford,
Dartmouth, and Fairhaven) as made with the Indian, Joln Sassamon, agent for Phillip Sagamore, of Pokameckett, &c.

GIVEN THE NAME NEW BEDI'ORD.—As the little settlement grew into quite a village belonging to Dartmoutl, it
was thought best to give it a pame to distingnish it from the other part of the town, and en a public occasion, Mr.
Joseph Rotch suggesting it should be called ** Bedford,” iu honor of Joseph Russel, an old citizen, who bore the family
name of the Duke of Bedford, it was adopted, and the old gentleman was after known as the duke, and for many
years the place was known as Beddord. On ascertaining that there was another town of the same name in the State
it was called New Bedford, and on Febraary 22, 1757, it cast loose from Dartmouth and was duly incorporated as a
town, embracing the present town of Fairhaven until April 22, 1513, when that town withdrew and was duly
incorporated. A large number of ships were formerly built at New Bedford, the first having been launched in 1767 ;
this was named ** Dartmouth” and has beecome historic from having been one of the vessels whieh cawe into Boston
Harbor loaded with tea which was thrown overboard December 16, 1773.

NEW BEDFORD Ix 1792.—A deseription follows, written in 1792, of New Bedford and its fisheries; ¢ There are alsc
soveral other islands in the river, most of them small, yet yielding some pasturage, and very commodious for several
parposes, particularly for those who make a business of salting fish. There is good fishing in the river for the smaller
kind ; and not far distant from the mouih they catch the larger sort. But few markets in any of our sea-ports are
equally supplied with variety of fish, and such as are very excellent. Tlere are sold eod, bass, blacktish, sheepshend,
&e 't

SALT AXD FRESH WATER FISHES.—In 1858 the varieties to be found in the waters of New Bedford were:

“ Figh.—Salt water : Smelt, tom-cod, herring, shad, menhaden, flat-fish, Inmp-sucker, whiting, chogset, bass, tantog
or blackfish, scup (scuppang, pogies) cod, mackerel, haddock, pollock, binefish, rock bass, sheepsbead, flounder, pex:ch.
eel, sculpin, scate, stingray, bellows-fish, rudderfish, sqnetteague, squid, swellfish, toad-grunter, shark, dogfish, frost-fish,
skipjack. Shell-fish: Qysters, quahaugs, clams, lobsters, crabs, scallops, winkles, razors, mnssels? starjﬁsh or five-
fingres, barnacles. * * * Fresh water: Trout, perch (white, red, yellow), pickerel, ehub, earp, silverfish, minnow,

hornpout, eel, clam. ? : ) .
0.—Mvr. Welcome A. Almy stated to the fishery comimnittee of the Massachusetts legislature

THE FISHERIES IN 15371 7 . e
in 1870: “I shonld think there were as many as 20 fishing boats which make a regular business of t.is ing
are probably one 100 men engaged in the

from New Bedford. Some carry two men and sonie carry four. There > ) |
business. Some go in smacks. There arc several hundred who will go fishing more or less. There are some laboring

nien who go fishing to got food for their families. Formerly there were more men who went for t%xa»t purpose thil)rl nowg)”
TaE WHALE-FISHERY.—A brief sketch of the whale-fishery from New Bedford has been given on pages 271, 272,
and a much faller history of this industry will be given-in Section V of this report.

1 Coll. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. iv, Ist series, p. 233.
3 Ricketson's History of New Bedford, 1858, p. 408.
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THE FISHERIES OF RHODE ISLAND.
UIODE ISLAND IN THE SEVENTEENTH AND EIGHTEENTII CENTURIES.

FIsHING BY THE ABORIGINES.—Arnold, in speaking of the food used by the aborigines of Rhode Island in 1622,
says: “But of all their different szorts of food, none were more highly esteemed than elams. In all seasons of the
year the women dug for them on the sea-shore. The patural juices of this shell-fish served them in place of salt as a
seagoning for their broth, their nassaump,' and their bread, while the tenderness and delicacy of the flesh have pre-
served its popularity to this day, amitl all the culinary devices of an advanced civilization”? Whales, sometimes 60
feet in length, were often cast up on the shores, and, being cut in piceces, were sent far and near as a most palatable
present. In the early part of the seventeenth century, hunting, fowling, and fishing were the chicfoccupations of the
Indians. They used nets made of hemp, setting weirs across Llie rivers, and killing the bass with arrows as the fish
became entangled in the meshes of thenets. The head of the bass was considered a great Inxury. The sturgeon they
caught with a harpoon of their own invention, going out in their canoes to attack it, This fish was so highly esteemed
by them that they would rarely sell it to the English.

THE SETTLEMENT; FISHERY PRIVILEGE.—Rbode Island was first settled in June, 1636, at Provideuce, by Roger
Williams, from Massachusetts. Two years later, William Coddington and others, who had, like Williams, been
persecuted for their religious belief, came from Massachusgetts, and purchased of the Indians the island of Aquidneck.
They effected a settlement on this island, now called Rhode Island, and from this sprung the towns of Newport and
Portsmonth. In 1643 a third settlement was made at Warwick, by John Greene, Samuel Gorton, and others. This
same year Roger Williams sent to England and obtained a patent for the united government of the settloments.
The patent was dated March 14, 164344, but did net go into operation till 1647. It defined the scttlements as the
“‘Incorporation of Providence Plantations in the Narraganset Bay in New England.” '

This patent continned in force till 1663, when a charter was obtained from King Charles II, of England, incorporat-
ing the colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.” In this charter was the following paragraplh relative
to the fishing industry:

“Provided alsoe, and oure express will and pleasure is and wee doe by these presents, ffor vs, our heirs and suc-
cessours, ordeyue and apoynt, that these presents shall not, in any manneg, hinder any of oure lovinge subjects
whatsoever, firom useing and exerciseing the trade of fiishing upon the coast of New England, in America ; butt, that
they, and every or any of them, shall have ffull and firee power and liberty to continue and vse the trade of ffishing
vpou the said coast, in any of the seas thereunto adjoyninge, or any armes of the seas, or salt water rivers and creeks,
where they have been accustomed to flish; and to build and sett upon tho waste land, belonginge to the sayd Collony
and Plantations. such wharfes, stages and workehouses as shall be necessary for the salting, drying and keepeing of
theire fiish, to be taken or gotten upon that coast. And ffurther, for the encouragement of the tnhabitants of our
sayd Collony of Providence Plantations to sett upon the businesse of takeing whales, itt shall bee lawefful ffor them,
or any of them, having struck whale, dubertus, or other greate ffish,itt or them, to pursue unto any parte of that
coanste, and into any bay, river, cove, creeke or shoare, belonging thereto,and itt or them vpon the said coaste, or in
the sayd bay, river, cove, creeke or shoare, belonging thereto, to kill and order for the best advantage, withount
molestation, they makeing noe wilfull waste or spoyle, any thinge in these presents conteyned, or any other matter
or thing, to the contrary, notwithstanding.

“And further alsoe, wee are gratiously pleased, and doe hereby declare, that if any of the inhabitants of our sayd
Collony doe sett npon the plantinge of vineyards (the soyle and clymate both seemeing naturally to conenrr to the
production of wynes), or bee industrions in the discovery of fiishing banks, in or about the sayd Collony, wee will,
ffrom tyme to tyme, give and allow all due and fitting enconragement therein, as to others in cases of lyke natare.”

There having been some troubles as to the extent of Rhode Island during the deposition of Charles II, after his
restoration to the throne, the people of Rhode Island presented a petition to the King, in which they asked that
Rhode Isiand might be restored to the state and extent of land which it enjoyed when the first charter was granted,
and that thus the people might be encouraged io ‘‘goe on propagating plantations * * *  prometingof * * *
thshinge, &e.”

TISHERY LAWS AND REGULATIONS.—In May, 1680, in the 24th answer to a set of questions from the lords of the
privy conncil, the assembly said : ““We answer that a fishing trade might prove very beneficiall provided accordinge
to the former artickle there were men of considerable estates amongst us willing to propagate it.”

The Rochester court of common pleas, on March 6, 1687, passed an act to encourage fishing in Pettaquamscot
Pond.

On Jane 19, 1716, Starve Goat Island was granted, npeon petition of three fishermen of Providence, for the purpose
of curing and drying fish. )

On October 23, 1719, the Warwick assembly empowered the town council to preserve and improve the fishing in
their rivers, forbidding the setting of weirs, dams, or nets; also established vendue masters in their town, to bo chosen
before the annual election, whose fees were to be 24 per cent. on the amount of the sales, and who were to settle with

the owners of the goods within five days.
-

1 Massaump is a pottage made of vpparched meal.
2 Arnold’s History of Rhode Island, from which work, in cennection with fhe colonial records of the State, this historical saketch is
compiled.
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On Augpsr 18, 1735, in order “* to protect Paweatuck River fisheries, it was forbidden to ereet dams or weirs on any
stream to hinder the passage of fish or to catch them for three days in the week except by hook aud line.”

And on June 13, 1737, s0 as *‘ to preserve the perch in Eastorn’s Pond, it was forbidden to draw seines either in the
ponds or creek.”

. A[?ril 1,1741: A petition by James Greene and others to place a dam across the south branch of Pawtuxet
River in the town of Warwick, and to erect works thereon for the refining of iron. This petition was against former
decisions [as being an obstruction fo the fish] but was granted. ;

Ou October 28, 1761, ““a lottery was granted to raise £1,500, old tenor, for making a passage around the Paw-
tucket Falls, so that fish of almost every kind who choose fresh water at certain seasons of the year may pass with
ease.” It was represented that the country above the falls would derive much advantage by thus fucilitating the
access of the fish to the upper waters. Twelve years later, in August, 1773, the assembly passed “an act making it
lawful for any one to break down or blow up the rocks at Pawtucket Fulls to It fish passup. * * *  Andthe
said river was declared a public river.”

September, 1763: An iron-ore bed was discovered on Pawtnxet River, in Cranston, carly in the spring of 1765, and
in September following the petitioners prayed for a dam, and were allowed to build one on condition that they would
construct a suitable passage for fish round it, and maintain the same from April 10 to May 20 anpually, agreeable to a
law that had been in force thirty years.

February 23, 1767 : ‘* An act to prevent the Pawtuxet and Pawcatuck Rivers from being obstrueted by weirs and
seines, 80 as to prevent the passage of fish, was enforced by a penalty of £50.”

THE WHALE-FISHERIES, 1731 to 17230.—¢ June 14, 1731 : To encourage the whale and cod fisheries a bounty of §
shillings for every barrel of whale-oil, 1 penny a pound for bone, and 5 shillings a quintal for codfish caught by Rhode
Island vessels and brought into this [ Rhode Island] colony was offered.”

June 11, 1733 : ** The whale-fishery had long been conducted on a small scale within the colony. Whales fre-
quented the quiet waters of Narragansctt and were often taken with boats. A stimulus hiad been given to this
enterprise by the recent preminm placed upon it, so that vessels began to be fitted out for the purpose. The first
regularly-equipped whaleman from Rhode Island of which we bave any knowledge arrived in Newpert at this tine
with 114 barrels of oil and 200 pounds of bone, upen which bounty was paid. It was the sloop Pelican of Newport,
owned by Benjamin Thurston, and about fifteen years before smaller sloops had begun to be used at Nantucket for
taking whales. At this time some 25 sail, all under 50 tons burden, were there employed, obtaining about 3,700
barrels of oil anmually.” This was the commencement of “that victerious career of industry,” long afterwards
illustrated in the British House of Commons by the splendid rhetoric of Burke:

“Look at the manner [said Burke] in which the people of New England have of late carried on the whale fishery.
Whilst we followed them amongst the tumbling mountains of ice, and beheld them penetrating into the deepest
froZen recesses of Hudson’s Bay and Davis's Straits, whilst we are looking for them beneath the Arctic Circle, wo
lear that they have pierced into the oppesite region of polar cold, that they are at the antipodes, and engaged under
the frozen serpent of the south.”: * * *

Huad not the war with England oceurred, no doubt Rhode-Island's fisherics would have grown with very rapid
strides. Its disastrous effects to the fisheries were acutely felt, as will be seen in the next item:

¢ In consequence of the war the Jews, who had done much for their adopted state, had all left by the fall of 1779.
Aaron and Moses Lupez at one time owned 27 square-rigged vessels, several of which were whaling-ships, besides

many smaller eraft.”
The whaling-boats were in this same year (1779) put to a use other than that for which they were built. We

next read :

“In July, 1779, Colonel Barton’s corps of infantry were raised for the speeial purpose of protecting the sea-board
of Rhuode Island from Tory forays. They were furnished with whale-boats built expressly for that service)””

THE PROVIDENCE FLEET IN 1789.—An item in Arnold’s history, concerning the Frovidence fleet, and dated July
5, 1789, says:

“At this time 101 vessels, exclusive of river craft, were owned in Providence, amounting nearly to 10,000 tous,
more than three-fourths of which were employed in the foreign trade and on whaling voyages. The ship Geuneral
Washington returned from China after an absence of nineteen wonibe., This was the first arrival at Providence

direct from Canton.”

) Speech on moving resolutions for conciliation with the colomies, March 22, 1775.
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