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PART VIII.

PEKNSYLVANIA AKD ITS FISHEHIES.

A.~GENERAL REVIEW OF THE FISHERY INTERESTS O:F THE
STATE.

147. ST.ATISTICAL RECAPITULATIOX

TIn; VARIOUS }'ISIIEI1Y I""TEREsTs,-Pelllu;;ylnlllia, though commming large quant1ties of

fishery products, has no important fishing grounds within its borders. Tile principal business

connected "ith the fisheries is the oyster industry, for, though no o'ysters are producrd in the

waters of the State, a large number of persons are engaged in transporting o~-sters from the

southern beds to Philadelphia, aud others wake a husiness of receii'iug, shelling'. and packiug

them for shipment. From this industry $187,500 is l'calized by the residents of the State. The

sea fisherios are contlllcu to the capture of sea·Lass and other species by a fleet of eigbt ,-esse]:;;,
that make occasional trips to the fishing grounds off' Cape Henlopen during the sUlllmer montlu,.

Shad, sturgeon, and other less important species are taken in small quantities ill tlJ{' Delawal'e and

.susquehanna Rivers, and lake fish of difi'erent species are canght alollg the coast·line hordering

Lake Erie.
STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR 1880.-1'10 follo"ing statemeuts show the extcnt of the

fislJing interests of the State:

Summa,.!} statement of persolls employed.

rers(}ns employed. :Kumlh?r.

--------~----------~_._~ ._----

Fishermen. ... __ ... 0. _. '0.' _ ••• _ •••••••• _ •••••• •• '"... 5il

Shot'emen .•........... _ _..•......... _ __ ...•... _. 41

Total __ 4 •••••••••••••••••• __ •• 0 ;\<)~

Detailed s/atenwllt of CGl'ilal il/Tes/ed ami apparatus eml'lo!i,'d.

3.0UO

8,20D

4.7eO

;)2.50D

13, ~i2

~:..:, 244

$10. 500

Yuine.

11

2, lUi

-1,7!J:!

42

A pparatuA 8IH'tifil'd.

Vessels (321.99 ton") _ _._._._. .

Boats , .....•...... - -- - .•. - .

Fykes,pots, anulJasht& .- -- - ..
Gil1·1H,.t8 ...••..•••...•..••••••. - ..• - ...••..••••.

])rag.sdnes. .__ ___ 0. __ •••• - - •• " - •••••

.Millor apparJ.tus! including outfit. .... "." ..... -
Fac,tvl'ics antI other shore pl,;,pt'rt,Y. - ". - - •... ""

...:1.(lf1itiollaJ cash capit.al -" _ " "•••. " "." _..

Tot.al ",,},;tal - , - .. 11!I, ii'\l
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Detailed statement of the quantities alld 1'al/1es of the products.

Products specifieu POUIlUS.

2.933,000

30,000 i

15,000 '
3;")5,000 :

Grund total for fishery products ...•.. _...

Sea- .fishcrie.s.
BhH' :figh . ~__ ._______ ___ . ~ .

Oysters _. __ ...•... 0 ••••••• " •••••••• _ ••• _.

Squeteague --- _ -. - _....•.. _ -i
Allothers]lf'('if's ._. .. . '

$320, 050

675

187,500

450 i
M,R75 I

'rotal 8C::t products. _ 600. 060 ! 22:J.5(lO i
R-in;-r fi·?ihcr-ic8o

Shad __ _..•...... __ ,
StnrgcoIl _ _....•... 0 •••••• _

All other 8pe('i~8 .. . ". __ ._ .......••.•.

Total ri-;;-er proaurts_ _ .

GrcuC Lakcflshcries.

'Whitdhh ..

All (ltte!' species ~ .. _ """_" .

Tntallake llroQuct~ _ ~ .

;-'59. GOO 27,980

150. 000 7.500

370,4(jO 17,620

1,080,OCO 53,100

97.:),OCO 35,150

278,000 8,300

43. ~50 i

B.-DE8CRII)TION OF THE SALT-vVATER FISHERIES.

US. EXTEXT OF Tln~ S..U~T-WATEI{' FISHERY IKTEHESTS.

TilE SI:a l"lSIlEHY OI>' LITTLE DlI'OHTA.l\CE.-Tlle State of Pennsyl,ania, though uonleI:ed in
tlifI'erent portiolls by llayigable "aters, has no salt or brackii>h water within its limits. Its north
w,'stern portion, washed h.y the waters of I~ake Erie, lIas extensive fisheries for whitefish, trout,
alHl otlwr fresh· water species. A description of the fishing interests of that section will be found

in Part XVII, D. Tlle eastern boundary of the State is formed by the fresh water of the Delaware
l(iYer, in "hich there arc cxtcIISiye sllad and alewife fisberieg, wlJile other river species are taken
to it greater (W less extent.

TnE SEA DASS :FIRIlRR\' BY PlIILADET,PIIIA VESSEl.S.-At Philadelphia, where the demand
for marine species is large, a 1Il1mbcr of parties own sIDall Yessels, ranging from 25 to 50 tons each,
for tIle purpose of engaging in Hie sea fisheries in the vieinity of the Delaware capes. These
vessels fish during the summer only. At this season they make regular trips between Philadelphi:t
and the small fishing bank lying 15 to 20 miles sontheast of Cape Henlopen. The catch is COID

posed almost exclusively of sea·bass (S. atrarius).
According to JrIr. Charles Vezey, snperintemlcnt of the Delaware Avenue Market. at Phila·

delphia, to whom "e arc indebted for information, there are eight vessels, aggregating 280 tons,

nmnnccl by ninety-seven men, engaged in this fishery. The season begills about the middle of
May, and continues until late in Oct04er. The fish are taken with hand·lines from the vessel's
deck, an average trip consisting of 12,000 to 15,OOOI)(Junds. The ves8els are provided with ice for
preserying the fish until they reach l'hiladelphia, where they are sold at from 5 to 8 cents per

pound, according to the demand. An average trip requires about two weeks during ordinary
w('ather; but wheneyer violent storms occur, tbe vessels are obliged to seek shelter bebind the
Delaware break"ater, where they are often detained for several days. :!'vIr. Vezey estimates that
flllly 600,000 pounds of fish, netting the fishermen about $3G,OOO, are landed annually by these
ycssels.

TilE PIlILA.DELI'IlIA. OYSTER lNDUSTRY.-Pbiladelphia parties are also extensively interested
in the oyster fisheries of Delaware Bay, and many men and much capital are employed in the



PENNSYLVANIA: SALT-'V.ATER FISIIERIES. 405

that industry; uut the ,'essels engaged are o"ll"ned c]Jiefly at nlriolls ]lOints ill N e"ll" Jersey and

Dehl,ware, and are, tllcrefore, credited to those States.

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION FOR 18S().-Tbe folh;wing statemeut SIlOWS the extent and

value of the limited salt-\vuter fisheries propel' of tIle State, exdusive of the oyster industry:

SUmmlI.1·Y 8fllfl"'lJIea! of lU'j','UJjlf1 c:mplo!Jcrl.

l'ersollS employed.

Fh;hcrmen ..••... ~ .. __ .... _.... __ .

Sl:wremen ...•

Total.- ..

Sumher.

D7

4

Detuiltd 8fatfJilellt of capital inrustul and (/l'1'al'otw'i Clifl"t,yul.

A Ilparatus specifil-d.

V-esspls (~j'rum tOllli)

Roats __ . _.. __

Minor apI1al"atu:,; including- outfit .. _ .
Shor~ property .... __ . _.... _.. _.. . _- -

Additional e:1811 capital .•... __ . _... _.•...... ~ ...

Total capital _.. ..

:\U111hcr. Yalne.

$9, :lOn

240

::!,400

10,00U

1, ;jOO

PrlJdllcts F:peciiieo.

Di'ta'Uul 8fafCIIICI/t of file 'il/al/fi.lii'\ lind farWS (!f tile products.

r
!1-.--' -,-",,---,------------,--
I Flah sold fre.h - - ..




