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PART II.

THE FISHERIES OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

A.-REVIEW OF NEW HAMPSHIRE AND ITS FISHERIES.
51. GE.NEI~AL DESCRIPTION WITH STATISTICS.

THE COAST LINE AND THE FISIIERIES.-::SCW Hamj.)sllire llas an area of about 9,41ll square

miles, yet its only coast line i8 a short stretch of 18 miles wedged ill between :Maine and lIfassaelm·

setts. In this limited.space, there are some small coves tor fishing vessels, but the only harbor for
ships or the larger class of fisbing yessels is that of Portsmouth, near the entrance of Piscataqua
Itin~r. The ocean shore is mostly a sands beach backed b,r salt marslles, and near the mouth of the

riwr are some clam flats. A few miles off tlle coast in Ipswicll Bay are the well-known Isles of

Shoals wbicb in .years gone by were quite important as a fishing station, but now gi,-en OHr to

summer hotels.

The entire coast amI islands are included in one customs district, witb Portsmouth as the port
of cntr.". This is the principal city in the State, both ill population amI in commercial importance.

The other l)laces where fisheries are carried on are Exeter, :New l\Iarket, New Castle, ~HI(l the Isles
of Shoals.

The inhabitants of the coast towns of New HamlJshire have for vcrs many years given atten·
tioll to the fislIeries as a meaDS of support and profit;. As earl~· as 1()~3,"The Company of !..aconia,"
urganized hy mercln1llts from the west of England, obtained patents for a large tract of country,

iuclmlillg portions of J\Iaine, New Hampshire, and Mas8achllsetts. Tllis companyestahlishell fish·

iug stations in New Hampshire, on the Piscataqua River near Doyel', aJ:d at Odiorne's Point. At
l'ortsmonth a considerable foreign trade was carried on about a hllllllred ypars ago, and the hank

fisheries for cod claimed much attention.

Aceor<ling to Belknap·, the fishery at Piscatllqna and its neighborhood, for tIle year 17m, not

indlldillg the fisheries at the Isles of Sboal.s, emplo;red in the cod and scalcfish fishery 27 schooners

nlid 20 boats, measuring 630 tons, and 250 seamen. The prod nets of the :New Hampshire n:::herics
for tbe year 17m, including the fisheries of the Isles of Shoals, were 5,170 quintals merchantahle

fish, 14,217 quintals Jamaica fisb, aud 0,463 quintals scale fisll; making the total, 25,850 quintals.
The success of the fishery tIlat season W,lS uncomll1onl~' good. An estimate of the total 11 Ullloer

of seamen belonging to New IIampslJire ill tile sUllie year states that them were Jon in foreign

halle, 50 in coasting t1'tlUe, flnd 250 in the fi"bl'l'ie". Some of the seamen ",110 ill SUlllllll'r were

f'llIplo}cd in the fishery, were in tbe wiuter eugaged ill tbo coastiug busiueS'S or ill foreign yoyngcs.

TIlt' llullluer of entLies of ycssels at _Piscataqua in the coasting trade and cod fisher~' during

the year undcd October 1, 1791, was 50, and the tOlluage was I,WQ tons.
'kIm FISHEHIES FHO:M IS07 TO 187D.-From the records of the cU8tolll-llouse it appears that

th() fishing fleet of the Portsmouth district has at times numbered as high as from 100 to 125 sail.
----.--------------------------~

• Belknap's History of New Hampshire. Boston: 1792. Vol. Ill.
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106 GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF THE FISIIERIES.

There is no recoru of the nllue of the products prior to 1867. The returns from 1867 to 1879, as
gi,en by the collector of the port to the Bureau of Statistics, show tlle quantity and value of the
different kinds of fish lwndled by Portsmouth dealers, and includes fish brought from the small
flslJing stations of Kittery and New Castle at tlle mouth of tbe barbOI'.

Fisllay products 0/ Portsmouth Customs District, 1867-1S7ll.

Oysters.

Years.
~. .~.t-
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Oil8, other Ipruilucts :
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('wt. D"U•. ewt. DoUs. ewt, i DoUs. Cwt'l Dnlls. Ri/.f:h. Doll•. D<lls. Lb•. D',llR. Gall, DoUs.: Doll•. D{lUs.
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~: ~~~\
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1870 ..... 12,1:!::> 70,900 3,831\ f/.!,4{)'J, 4.HO 9,910 4,2i5; 10, GGO 13,500' 8,4-2:l! 2,950 1,733,922 43, 9781 12, r,08. 8.808 ....... 208,Oal

1871. .... 7,450 31, 950 7,130 ,35,20G 1,978[ B,956 7,900! 20,637 II, .500 6,OOOi 3,200 1,437,8:;1 33,244; 9. 2~41 8,006' .•• _•.•.• 143,OP3

]872. _~_. 8,100 50, 2,-)0;' :~, HOO 10,500. I 6,550) 20,400 12,40(1 7,680j 1,400 I, fJ02, DO!) 48,8Sa' 15,73'11 14,153,._ ....... 159,2GO...... , ...... -

1873..... 1-1-, a:lt) 6:', €0040'.1, 8.iD' 07, jOa l:m' 575 u,7'ltJ i 18,8JO 5,70u i ;J,400' 2,050 2,329,525 69,75;) D, ~901 9,492' 1, 238,3;17

1874 ..... 1~. 480159, 8BI 2(), 170 104, ;160 3801 172 10,14,0: 26,657, ...... .. '._-' • ••• w • 2,001, 775 6·1, 76~:' 1,120 650 " 35.8,042

1873 .... 12, f\64 50, G,0"1 49,120, 933 2, ~:.l8': 5,240 14,560 .. _____ !....... 1,700 1,888, 868' 56,631· I?, FE6 S,103 1,895 10.1,450

1876 __ ... J\ 710 [)5, IE, 1:»,29",; GO, 021: 1.235 3,040 G, Be 16,895' ...... ~OO 2,389, 067 4",22. 6,540 3, C08 :',017 lnl), [180

lSi7 oR, 4~;; 88, 366 3,45(/ 14, 57.~
i 2,602 4.728 _____ .. !), ]35 ;.l,4:!:::, 758 f,!),485 6, [133 H, !l9. [i, 190 1:l5,470..

13TH .... 2.),04!J 79,256 7,1100 IT, 700 1,050 J,6j6 4,80:; fl,85tJ 6,600 2,970 80 3,785,815 44, ]67 5, ilWI 2,72.-, 770; 1S9,100

IS7D .••.. 16,601 58.093 1:;,100 31,47,\ 1,10U 1,400 5,039, 10, 57;:!! ..•••.. 11;,0':;5 3, GU~, G:n 44,264 0, 1.614 ],7:{O, 10;1,210

-----~----------_._~----

'l'IIE OYSTEr. INDUSTl~y.-.JIl'. Erne·sf. I ngersoll reports as follows cOllcerlliug the o,yster

ie.lustr,Y of this district:
"A few miles up from tlJe morrtll of the !'iyer Piscataqua, and tbe lJarbor of the city of Ports

mouth, X. IT., au extensive Lay reaches 8oUt1..J\\',uu from the river into the lowlanus. It is divided
into two portions: first, Little Bay, nearest the river, and second, Great Bay, with which the
former is connect-ell hy Furlwr's Straits, where Durham Hi,-cr comes in. A portio]) of Great Ba,Y,
on the eastern side, is also known as Greenland Bay; and two riyers flow into it (the Exeter and
Lamprcj'), besides a multitnde of tront-brooks. Tbis interior basin is perhaps l-() miles long ana

5 to 7 wide, bllt the shores are very irregnlar. It is so shallow that a large portion of the shores
are left as dry fiats at evers low tide, :ret tllCre are channels deop enough to allow large vessels to
go up to Xcw Market and Exeter, when the wuter is faYarable. This spot was renowned among
the Indians for the oysters livi:ng there, and considerable shell·heaps attest the constant use made
of the bivah-es. 'WlJa,tever migllt have been its resources a century or half a ceIltur.r ago, it is

certain that within lllore recent times the loc,tlity was forgotten, or at least made no account of, as
o~'ster·groulld,by the la,rge population that inhaLitclI the shores. It was therefore looked upon
almost as an original diseo,ery when, in IS74, the explorations of the Coast Survey, which was
sounding and mapping out the channelR, showed that there were oyster-beds still flourishing at

many points from ouc end of the bay to the other; that is, in Great Bay, for none, to my knowl·
edge, ha ve ever been found in the onter Little Bay. There were no tools proper for the gathering
of oysters ill th~ neighborlJooll, and ver~' little was done at first to make the know]euge gained
available. There Ii\'ed in New ilIarket, however, an old Chesapeake oysterman by the name of
Albert Tibbetts, who sent to Proyidcnce for oyster, tongs, procnred boats, and began raking in

earnest. Others imitated his example, aUlI the following year witnessed great activity. For
several months, I was told, there were probably a dozen boats, with two or three men in each boat,
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raking' e"e-ry flay, tbe a,emge take being about five busbels to the num. Th(,y used not onl~' tongs

and 1'al;:(>s, but nsed ali'o d](·dges. In the winter, also, they would cut long holes in the ice, Hud

dred,C'c tIle beds h.v horse.po'\H!r, stripping them cOlnpletely. It was "eell that tllis rash and

wholei'ale <1estruetion "ould speedily exterminate the mollusks, and laws 'were passed by the State

forlJic1ding Ole \lge of the dredge uuder all circumstances, making tlJe months of .June, .July, and

August' close tillie,' lllHl forbidding fishi ug through the ice at nn;y time. The last regulation was

the greatest help of all, for the ice·rakers would not throw back the (Mliri.~ of dead shells, lJut pile
it on tbe ice, where the 1IuII(1reus of young oysters attached to it wouhl freeze to death. But these

belleficeut restrictions came too late, amI the business of oystering liaS steadily declined, until now

only t'l\O or three boats l,eep np a desult ory search for profitable beds, and a bushel and a half a

(lay is considered good 'l\ork for ea~lI man. Ouly se\'en or eight persons were engaged during the

summer of 1870, and tlwse not all of tlH'il' time. All unite in ascribing the (lecline of the illdustry

to oYer·raking of tIle beds, awl feel disposed to pray for a law forbiullillg allY raldng whatc\-er

liming several .vears, in order to gi\'e tlJe oyst('rs a chancc to recuperate their d(~pleted ranks.

The beds, as I have said, are all in Great Bay. They occupy tlle channels at various points, and are

each of considerable extent. There are perhaps a dozen well·lmown localities or clusters of beds.

These are mainly situated in Grc('lJlaml Bay, ncar ~allllie's Island, along the Stratham Channel,

lip Exeter Rin>r to some distance be;yond tlle bridge of tIle Concord Hailroad, ill tlle Httle Channel

Ileal' by, llnd up LamprpJ' and Durham Hin'rs. The chief ral,ing llOW is done off Kannie';.; I;.;laml.

The aYerage of the water 011 the beds is Lanlly wore tLan 10 feet deep, amI it is pretty fresh. Thp

tide· way, as a rule, is strollg', and the hottom tough, c1a;yey lllud. The oysters are Yer,Y large. I

heal d of specimenI' 15 inches long, and those of () and 10 are common. One man told me of a
single specimen procured in 18ii which weighed 3 pounds 1 ounce in tbe shell, the fleshy part alone

weighing 1 poulItll ounce. These large ones, llO"eYer, all lJave the appearance of extreme age,

and are h('~n'Y, rough, sponge·eaten, and generally deael, though the ligament stiIll101ds the two

vaIn:,; of the shell together. In taste, this oyster is flat and rather insipid, which is laid to the too

great freshness of the water. It takes a large quantity of them to 'open' a gallon of solid meat, a

bushel uot ~'ieldillg more than two to two and a half qnarts. As a consequence, tbere has not been

a yerJ' great demand for them, thongh all that call be got now are readily disposed of. ]1'ormerly

the price was $1 a bushel in New Market, where tbey were chiefl J' bonght; but in 1Sm, 80 cents was

the price. No culture of these or of imported oysters has ("PI' llcen tried Lere, and th(~ clll1l1ces are

against success."
In New Hampsllire there are three wholesale oyster dealers; and the business of those dealers,

together with the oyster business in otber parts of tbe State, is summed np by 1\11'. Ingersoll as

follows:
Number of wholesale dealers " ,. _••. , _"'_ ._. , .• ,_, 3
Number of men fisbing in summer for natives _ ,.. . 6
Number of vessels and sail·boltls engage.l. , •...•.•...•.... , _... r,
Value of 8ame _ '.'- .. -.......... $300
Number of restanrant servl1,nts _ _ _ - -. ()
Annual earnings of same , $2,500
Total Dumber of l,ersons snpported................... .••.. ••.• .•••••. 25

Annual sales of-
I. Native oy"t..'rs ........••.• """ _....••.•.. bushels .. 1,000

Value of samo , $800
II. Chellul'euke "I.lauLs" busbe18.. 7,000

Value of 8:tme _ _._, -. $7,00U
III. -Fancy stock ._ .. _._ __ .. _ _ llusbels.. 800

Valne of same $1,000
IV. V,tllle of Norfolk "opened stock" - SI,llOO

Total valuo of oysters 80ld annnnlly, , - - .. $~I, 1"/1()
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PRESENT EXTENT OF TIlE FISHERIEs.-Tbe various fisheries engaged ill by the New IIampshire
fi;,;Ling fleet of twenty·three vessels are for the capture of cod and other ground fish on the Grand and
"Western Banks and the New ElIghmd coast, and tIle mackerel fishery in the Gulf of Maine. Tllese

vessels with their gear and outfit, including boats and nets, arc valued at about $107,QOO. III the

shore fisheries for alewives, herring, cod, and otller species, and lobsters and clams, there are
employed one hundred and seventeen boats, valued, with their net", traps, and other gear, at $12,GOO.

The capital in wlHlr,~es, buildings, and other shore property, and the acti\'e cash capital, amounts
to $8U,800, making the total capital invested in the fisheries of the ~3tate $209,465. The total
number of persons employed i8 four lmndred and fourteen and tbe value of the products in first

bands is $176,684.

STATISTICS OF 1.'IIE J.'ISHERIES OF NEW H.A.)U::SHlRE FOR 1880.-Tlle following statements
show ill detail tue extent of the fisheries in this State:

SlIllwwry statOl/ent of 1''''S01l8 {fllllloyal U11l1 COlli/a I I"':ested.

- -----------~~----
I)ereons employed. Kumbel'. Capir.al invested. Amount.

Number of vesael·.fi::ihtTlUcn .• _. _ _ _..••••• o. 0 ••• :

NIlIDb(u' of hoat-fisheI'Dle-n. _•.. 0 •••• _ ••• _ 0 •• _ •••• __ • 0_ i

Number 01'- curers, packers, fit ter!:!, autI factor,V.1Hwds __

207 Capital in ,caRds and hanta .. - __ . _.. ' __ r $106,895

169,: CapitnliDllctsandtr':lp!'O ••••••.•••.. ! 12.770

38 : Ca!lital in whnr\(>s, huihlingR, fixtures, &(',." __ • _ ' 89,800

Total_ ........•••..............•.......... : 414 Total .....................•......................... 209,465

De/ailed statement of capital invested in lJf88e18, hoah!. net8, alld t1'a]18.

-~--_._--~--~-~--~--~~-~~~~-~----~-

Xo. Tonnage.

Value of
gear and Hut-

Value. tit, exduAi"\"e
of boats
and nets.

Total
value. IS"ets anti traps. 1\0. Value.

Netil.

23 i 1,019. 05 $51,500 ! $43,005 $94.505
==.="-==.~.=.~..=~===--'--",.;=

WO 9,470

10 1,500
1,800 1,800

Gill·tH'tR:

In vessel fisheries
In l>oat fisherIes .. ~ .. _."1

21 $:!70

]25 1, [Jl)(!

Jlur&e.·eeines .... _.•••.• ~ .• ~.:; 11 7,70()
,-------

Tota!.._._ .. _

7'rap8.
1V('irs_ . .~ ..... ~_ .•. ~ •.

Lobster.pots .••••• __ ._

4,500

7, BOO

1~,3904,610

4,610

7,7BO

4.590

3.190

211 '

117 _•. _.

94

Total _.•. _ .

In footi.ush fishery . __ ._.

Boats.

1n veHHt'l fii'\lH'rlAH .•••• ~ .•••• _\

In t!hore fisheries. * .

'rota!. ' 1,810 3,300

---~--------~~----'----------

Detailed 8tatement of the quantitie8 and rallies of the jJr1JIIllCt8.

Products 8pecifi.'d. I·onnds, i Pounds. i Bulk. I ~ 1
fret\h. ; prepa.red. ! \' a ue.

, ;.~.~~i .1 _
Graud total. - - - __ ._.. ......•. 10,400,294 i •__ •....•• .1._ i $176,684

~~===,=======-..:=::::==~=~~~=:=---=-...-:::::..-
Fr..h fish. i; i

ForfQod - ~ * ••••• * •••• , 439') 134-i! I 63 575

For b~:::~ f~~:~i~~~.S. :::::: :::::::::::: ::::::: ::::: ::::::::::::::' ~~~;~~[~~.:~~~ ..~- ~~~·~a~~;~: :::~~.:_:~:::: ~J=~' ::~
OUTed-ji",,- I 1

Dryflsh ' ., 794 "10 I 1 ('66 7ilO ' 339"0

Piekhlftsh , ;:5,":;50 I 1: 741:400 :::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::: ::::::! 4~: 4;1

Total -- - ......•. -- __~~~~~I=~~s.:.~~ :.. -~~ --- :---=~~~
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Detailed statement of the qllanlifiea and ralllcs of the prodl/ct.-Continued.
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Products specified.

Shellfth.

Lohsters _.. _ ~. _.. 0_' • _0_ 0_ _ ••• 0" 0 •

Cla.ms __ ._ ._ .. 0 ••• ._ •••• _ •• •••••• __ •••• ••• __ • _

Oysters. _..... "" _. _..•••. __ .. _....• __ .. __ ... .. _0 .. , .. __ .~.

Poun-UH1

fresh.

~50, 000

179,51){)

8,000

Pound&, \
prepared. Bulk.

17,HGObuslJels . . __ . ..•....

1,0001msnds .

Value.

$7.500

8,980

a 6, 050

Total __ . 437,51){) .. ~:t. 530
======--=--.= =::==-::= =============.====-=

MiReelln,'JUUJfJS _

}'i!'ib oil .•.•...•......•'":. .. ......•.... _, '_0'''' .0 •••••••••••. _ •• _ •••.• _

}<'i::;h. sounds ..... ".,. _. _.w __ ..•....• ._ ....• ~ .. _._ ..........• _ ._ •• '4 •••• __ • 1. .10{)

8,900 galloll8 .. ~. ., ......•. G. bOO

1.350

Total
---------------------

'i, ~50

-- ..~-----_._---------

a Inclthles $:;,250 enbancement in ""\'alne ofsol1t.hern oysters.
.xUTE.-Tlw proportion of different species included in the fresh ana curet] fil"h is estimated as. follows: .Alewi",es! 425,O(JO -P0UlHlsj cod,

;'1...147.597 pounds; cnsk, 3fo\,OOO poumh; hadtlock. tJJ4,2i7 pOU1Hls: hake, ::.H17,;:iOO pounds; haJihllt, ~5,OOO pounds: herring, 108,7::;0 pounds;
lllac'kert'l, 2,573,000 ponnds; pollock, 7;-).500 pound:-.l; 8\Yonlllsh. :ZO.OOO pounds: mixed figh, 208,000 ponnds.

B.-PORTSMOUTH AND VICINITY.

5" THE J;'ISHEH.IES OF l'ORTS:\IUUTII A~D NElGlIBORI:NG TOWKS.

PRRSE:"T eO::\DITlOi\ OF THE P'l~IIERn:ROF rOI~TS)IOI;TII.-Although :NC'l\ Hampshire has
hilt onc port of pntry, yet this one is among till' most important Oll the Ke'l\ England coast and

possesses much of interest f()J' its historic connections, as well as for its present commercial

importallcc. It is situatell on the Piscataqna niyer, 3 miles from its outlet into Hl(' oceal! aIlll ;;7

miles by rail northeast from I~ostoll. The lJarbor is easy of access, has water eHough at all tiUll'8
for the largest "essels, is well sheltered, amI sillcc tile earliest settlement of the conn try has lleol
a fa"ol'ite harbor of refuge for coasting yessels. The riYer, which is the lJolmdary between l\laiue

:lJul Kew HampslJire, has SeH"'ll fathoms of water as far as ij miles from its mouth. A swift cnrreut
jlrerents its freezing or being blocked. Tilere are JJUllIerous islands in tile river both a-hoye and

below the city. The following islands lie between Portsmouth and tLe riyer's lllontll. Those

belonging to :New Hampsllirc are Leache's, Snufl' Box, Oli,"er's or Goat, Shapleigh's or ,Tenkim:'s,

Pierce's, Four·tree, and Salter's. Those Yl'ithin the limits of Maine are S(~aH'y'S, Clark's, Fishing,
Pebble's, Gerrish, Cntt's, .1\1oore's, and Fernald's or Na\'Y·yaru. At the IUOlltlJ of the rirer are

'Yood, 'Vhite, Hom, mal Little Horn Islands.

Two of the islands below Portsmouth and three 'l\bUtTCS at tl!,e city are demted to tIle fislling
imlustry. There is 110 direct. foreign trade and lmt a Sll1ll11 fleet of ycsscls compared with past
years, yet tbe fisberies are at present on the increase. The yessels nolY engaged, tIJonglJ fewer
in llUlllbel' Ulan formerly, arc of larger size, and with a prosperous scason one ycssel well eqnipl'ed

with the improved apparatus of capture will secure as large a catch as was once taken by sC\'eral

Y('ssels of small size witL the old methods of fishing.

TIle nearuess of' Port-smouth to the hest fishing grounds and to the great Jish·distrihutiug
ccnters of New Engbnd~ a finc harbor, alltl the iUll)l'O\'Nl facilities for the captuI'l' and care of fish,

all teud to the fayorable de\'t.~lnpIllentof the business.
The large vessels engage in the Grand Bank, ",Yestern Bank, and Ke" England shore COlI

t]"beries and in the mackerel fishery, trawls being mostly used in the former and purse·seines
e::s:clnsi,cly in the latter fishery. The small wlwrries t1i;:ed by tJIO hoat·fislwl'rneu are usnallj
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scllOouer-riggetl, and with a crew of one or two men are employed in trawl amI hand-line fishing
off the coasts of :Ylainc, New llampshirc, amI Massachusetts. Tbis fislJing' is canied OIl for aoout
six months of the year, and most of' the catch is sohl to Portsmouth dealers.

I,ubstcr-pots are set around the ledges at the mouth of the harLor from Kitter.v, 1\lc., to

OdiorIlc's l'oint. Tile lobstcrs arc llJostly sold at Portsmouth, and (listributetl, uoiled or alin!,
through t lw adjacent tOl"l"lJs. A slIJall pilrt of the catch goe.s to Boston market. A State In w pro
ltilJiting tile capture of SlJlallloustcrs is well ouserved, the lousters being of very good I'ize, thouglt
of late ~-cars not very abundant. As in other New Bllgland tishiug ports, the fishermen of Ports
mouth are accustomed to save the lh'crs of fish fur the manufacture of fish-oil. The firm of lIIar

Yin Brothers is eJlgaged in the preparation of crude and medicinal eoll-oil, amI during- tLe ;year

1879 llI'oduced 130 barrel II of the former and. 120 uanel" of the latter grade of oil.
Acconling' to the cellsn" report on the oyst3r industry, by Ernest lug-ersall, puulisbccl iu 1881,

"there are only two dealers ill Portsmouth who trade in oysters by wlJOlesale and at first llflud.
Tl!py each send a schooner to Virginia in April, the yoyage lasting alJOut three weeks, and uring
a load of :.',300 to 2,000 bushels each. :Nearl,)- the salle course is pursued here as in Bostoll. The

captaill is ginm sufliciellt lJlOllcy to probaulr fillbis Yessel, aUlI told to do t1e best he cau with it;
hilt Ill' is lIot given a rate of freight pel' bushel, as in Portland, but Lired at a gh'en sum, wLieb,
in 18713, 'I-as 6l42;j. 'l'his amounts, howcYor, to auout the salle thillg as the 18 ceuts a bushel paid

for freight to Portlalld and Boston. All these r.,000 bushels of oysters are bedded down 011 the
banks of the riYer in Portsmouth Harbor, a mile or so below the city, where the eblJ·tide lean's

them llcarly dry. They last through to tLe middle of Octouor, witlt the help of a few 'fancy'
oysters frum Xew York fOl' the retail·counter. The cost per bushel of these oysters, as deliverecl
iu the estahlisltmcnt, nuies from 40 to ;;0 ccuts, amI the aH~rage selling price, at wholesale, is .j
cents.

;, In the wiuter no ,-essels come fr011l Virginia, and all supplies are draWl! from Norfolk hy

steamer to ]}oston, allCI tbence by rail, or, in emergent,y, by bu;ying in Boston or Portland. Tll€se
are almost wholly opened oysters, in barrels and kegs. Not llore than 1,000 bushels, all told, are
;.;npposed to come into Portsmouth duriug the winter, in the shell. TlJese cost 50 to 60 cents. Of
t he others, I coul,l get nothing better than estilllutcB from each (kaler, which, added together,

giv\' about 45 lmrreh;, or 1,:150 gallolls, llS the combined importation. Perbaps 150 gallons more

cOllie from Boston, in emergencies. Tlie wbole consumption of Portsmouth, then, seems to cost
about as follows:

O.rsters ill yesse]s, 5,000 bushels_ -._ .............•......•..•.•••......•...••.. . $2,500
Oysters in shell, otherwise _•. _ _...... . ••••• ••...•..• 500
Oysters opened Callont) -- .•.....••....•..••••••.... _ , __ ....•• _ _... 750
Oysters, fancy and extra (about) _.... 750

4,500

"The oyster csLaLlisLmeuts clllllloy 6 men, paid from $6 to $15 per week. In all, 25 persons

are supported by the trade. No planting bas eYer been done at Portsmouth, and enm iLose
lwdtled down ill the haruor show little growth of shell or body. To supply Dover, N. H., a few

miles aboH', about 2,000 bushels of Cltesapeake oysters are brought up each E'pring and laid down
ill Cocheco River, near the town. A proportionate winter supply comes uy rail."

The flslllIlg industry of Portsmouth in 187D employed t"enty·four vessels and thirt,y·fi ,e boats.
SOllie 200 lIlell were engaged in fishing, while about 30 llen worked asLore iJ{ curing and packing

tile catch. The total capital inW'sted ill the busiuess was about $200,000, Rnd the value of the
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product ill first lHlIJds ,,'as abou~ $li:iO,O(jO. The catch consisted of bank alld shore codfish. amI
other ground tislJ, mackerel, llerriug, aUlI shell fIsh.

NEW CASTLE, I~xE1'En, NEW MAIUCE1', AliiD SEATIUOOK.-NC\y Castle is at the mouth of tIle

I'iscataqua Rhcr, three miks east of Portsmoath. At the pfesellt time, as for 1110re tlWIl t\Yo

hundred amI fifty year,,;, tLle few ilJ1l<l\)it:lnt" arc mostly engaged ill fisbing, settill)!: their t1',1\\18
and louster-pots ncar 11OlIH' off the coasts of :\Iuiuc amI New Hampshire. Theil' c,ltdl l:ollsists
maillJ.y of cod, hakc, hachlock, aud lousters, aIllI is marketed at Portsmonth. \Yith the cX('('ptioll
of aBC, small \"('"sel of :;~ tOllS, the fhihill~ i8 carried on from dories or small wherries of sloop or

schooBer rig. The n;;hing is mostly (loue from April till the latter part of .Novelll!wr. 1.'1.1(' amount

of capital inn~L.ted in the tisLeJit'" at Uti" place is about 82,600; the 11lllJlber of nH'll emplo~-ed is
forty-fuul'; alHI tile yalnc of the tateh is $10,000.

Exeter is I:.! III iles and X ow )Iarket 10 mill's from POl':sllloul It, all the Exeter Hi Vel'. DUl'illg
t!J(j moutlt8 of May amI JUBC ten weirs are employed iil securing tbe alewin's that corne up the
l'iscataqua into tllC Exeter Uiyer. The <l\-erage yearly catch is 2,;:;00 !Jarrels, but bas fallen short

the past two years. In 1879 it was ahont 2,000 harrels, and was dispo:5ed of at l'ortslIlOuth. TlJere

are forty lIIen employed and $:\000 capital inn'stetl ill the fislleries fit those two tOWllS.

SeabrOOk is on the road from Portsmouth to Xewunr,yport, abont 16 miles from tLe formor
anll G miles from the latter place. TiJis town has been for o\,er SCH'l1ty-ti\-e ~yeal's the cLief lllaee

of manufacture for that peculiar class vf fishing boat known as the" straiglJt boat/ or "Hamp

ton boat:' An account of this ilHl11stry will be found in tl1l~ cLapter on boats Hnd Yessels.

C.-THE ISLES OF SHOALS.

53. TBI~ ISLES OF SHOALS AS A FISHING STATroN.

DESCRIPTION OF IRE ISLANDS AND PRESE~T CONDITION 01" i'llE FISHERIEs.-The Isles of

Sl.lOals is a group of rocky islands, eight in IlnIllbel', situated 9 miles sontheast from Portsmouth

light-house and 21 miles llortheast from Newburyport light. The State line of l\laiue and Kcw
Hampshire passes tlJrough tlJe group. On SOllie of the islands not a blade of grass can be seeD.
wLile others have little patclJes of grass here and there. There is llOt a tree on any of the g-ronp
all<1 the largest Yegetatioll is a few whortleberry bnshes. The principal islands, their rcspecth-e

name" and sizes are: Appledore, formerly Hog Island, about 350 acres; Star, 150 acres; Hal"y's. or

Smutty Nose, 100 acres. With but few excel)tiol1s, these three islands are the home of the small

resident population of the group. The other harren ledges, witlI here and then~ the "olitary hOIl~t'

of a lone fisherman or the ligbt-llOuse keeper, are named Cedar, \Yhitt" Londollners, l\lalaga, alld
Dnek Islands.

Quite a good harbor, and the onl~- secure oue, opens to the westward, with Smutty No~e Island
to the northeast, Star Island to tLe soutiolwest, and Cedar Island southeast.

These islands were discO\-ered by the famous Capt. JolJn Smith, in ]614, and named after

himself the "Smith Isles"; but they <lid not long retain bis name, for in a deed from the Indian
sagamores to John \Vheelright and others, ill 1629, they are called the" Isles of Shoals."

From 1800 to 1880 tLere lIas been no record of the number of men engaged, or the extent of
tLe fil.;hing illdustr,Y. Mr. L. 13. Caswell, the leading fish dealer, who WHS born and lJas lived bere

over fifty ~rears. reports that during his recollection quite an extensive business in fish has been
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done; much more than at the present time. During 1872, there were 33 boats fishing from Star

Island. That ;year Star and Appledore Islands were sold for hotel purposes, and large summer

"hotels were Imilt, whieh aTe yearly crowded with guests during the snmmer months, giving the

islands a lively appearance. This inroad of tourists Ims, however, driven the fisuerrneu away from

the two leading islands.

"Twenty years a~o," wrote Celia Thaxter in 1873, "Star Island cove \"as charming with its

tumble·down fish houses, and ancient cottages witb low, sbeh-ing roofs, and porches covered with

t!.le golden lichen that so loves to emoroider old weatber-worn wood. Now tbere is not a vestige

of those (lilapidatel1 hnildiIlgs to be seen; almost c\-erythillg is white amI square amI new; and

they haTe even eIeall(:d out the cove, and removed the great accuUlulatioll of fish-bones which

made the beach so cnriou'l."

The iishel'ies of tlle i,dan<ls in 1880 were earried 011 b~' tbil'ty·fi\'c men, "ho owned a small

schooner amI twe1lt.r small sail or lapstn'ak boats. The catclJ cOllsists of ground fish, herring,

mackerel, and lobsten" The capital inYcl;ted am01l1lts to about $2,GOO, and the value of the

products is about $8,000. lIIost of the fish are sold ill Gloucester and Boston, though in the

sumllJer season the hotels take a considerable quantity.




