
MEMORANDUM OF UNIERSTANDING  
BETKEN  

THE U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY  
AND  

THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINI STRATION  
FOR  

EXPERIMENTAL LAND REMOTELY SENSED DATA PROCESSING,  
DISTRIBUTION, ARCHIVING, AND RELATED SCIENCE SUPPORT  

This Memorandum of  Understanding i s  made and entered i n t o  t h l s  16th day o f  
March, 1988, by and between t he  U.S. Geological Survey, here ina f te r  re fe r red  
t o  as t h e  USGS, and t h e  National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
here inaf ter  re fer red t o  as NASA, 

Whereas, NASA i s  responsible fo r  t h e  conduct o f  an ongoing research and 
development program leading t o  advanced capabi 1 i t i e s  f o r  observation o f  t h e  
Earth from space; and 

Whereas, NASA i s  planning t h e  development and operat ion o f  advanced 
experimental ea r th  observation systems, such as t h e  Earth Observing System 
(EOS) t o  be flown i n  conjunction w i th  t h e  Earth O rb i t i ng  Space Station; and 

Whereas, NASA i s  seeking t h e  ac t i ve  long-term maintenance and wide 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of land remotel y sensed research and development data from 
cur ren t  and f u tu re  experimental Earth observation systems t o  t h e  research and 
development community i n  t h e  most e f f i c i e n t  and cost -e f fec t ive  manner; and 

Whereas, t h e  USGS i s  one o f  t h e  p r i nc i pa l  land ear th  sciences organizations 
o f  the  Federal Government; and 

Whereas, t h e  USGS operates t h e  EROS Data Center as t h e  p r inc ipa l  U.S. 
processing, d is t r ibu t ion ,  and archive l oca t i on  f o r  U.S. sate1 l i t e  land 
remotely sensed data; and 

Whereas, t h e  USGSt EROS Data Center combines m u l t i d i s c i p l  inary  ear th  science 
research, d i g i t a l  data processing and anal ys i s  system development and 
operation, and data d i s t r i b u t i o n  and arch iv ing capab i l i t i es ;  and 

Whereas, t h e  pa r t i es  hereto are mutual ly  in terested i n  and des i re  t o  
cooperate i n  t h e  development and operat ion o f  experinental land r e m t e l y  
sensed data processing, d is t r ibu t ion ,  and arch iv ing capab i l i t i es ,  along w i th  
appropriate re la ted  science support; and 

Whereas, t h e  USGS i s  authorized t o  cooperate w i th  NASA i n  a ~ p m p l  ish ing t h l s  
work pursuant t o  t h e  Organic A c t  of t h e  u.S.' Geological Survey o f  March 3, 
1879 (43 U.S.C. 31) and NASA i s  authorized t o  cooperate wi th  t h e  USGS i n  t h e  
accomplishment o f  t h i s  work pursuant t o  Section 203(c) (5) o f  t h e  National 
Aeronautics and Space A c t  o f  1958, as amended (42 U.SmC.2473(c) ( 5 ) 1. 



Now therefore, 

NASA agrees to: 

1. Place t h e  ac t i ve  short- and long-term archives f o r  experimental land  
remotel y sensed data obtained by NASA a t  t h e  EROS Data Center. Th is  w i l l   
inc lude a la rge  amount of t h e  processing, d is t r ibu t ion ,  and arch iv ing o f   
data from t h e  EOS program and o ther  cu r ren t  and future experimental systems  
as agreed to.  

2. Inc lude as appropriate, USGS representat ives i n  t h e  planning,  
development, and implementation a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  experimental ea r th  observation  
systems inc lud ing t h e  EOS Data and In format ion System a t  t h e  ea r l  i e s t   
p rac t i ca l  time.  

3. Provide funding f o r  t h e  development, implementation, and operation o f  t h e   
ac t tve short-term archives and appropriate science support a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e   
experimental land remote1 y sensed data from t h e  EOS program and other  cu r ren t   
and fu tu re  experimental systems as agreed to .   

4. Transfer responsibi l  i t y  f o r  ac t i ve  long-term arch iv ing and appropriate  
science support a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  these data archives t o  t h e  USGS a t  agreed  
upon f u tu re  dates i n  accordance w i th  approved coordinated program d e f i n i t i o n   
and implementation plans.  

USGS agrees to:  

1. Have t h e  EROS Data Center serve as t h e  ac t i ve  short- and long-term 
archive f o r  experimental land remotely sensed data obtained by NASA, 
inc lud ing a la rge  amount o f  t h e  processing, d i s t r i b u t i o n r  and arch iv ing o f  
data from the  EOS program and o ther  cu r ren t  and fu tu re  experimental systems 
as agreed t o  and i n  accordance w i th  e x i s t i n g  p o l i c i e s  and appl icable laws. 

2. Pa r t i c i pa te  w i th  NASA i n  t h e  planning, development, and implementation 
a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  experimental ea r t h  observation systems inc lud ing t he  EOS Data 
and Informat ion System. 

3. Assume respons ib i l i t y  a t  a fu ture  agreed upon t ime f o r  ac t i ve  long-term 
arch iv ing and appropriate science support a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  those NASA 
experimental land remotely sensed data i n  t h e  ac t i ve  short-term archives i n  
accordance wi th  approved coordinated program d e f i n i t i o n  and implementation 
plans. 

NASA and USGS agree j o i n t l y  to:  

1. Def ine t h e  scope and content of t h e  ac t i ve  short- and ld ig- term land 
remote1 y sensed data archives and associated sc,ience support a c t i v i t i e s  
covered by t h i s  agreement. 

2. Prepare w i th in  6 months fo l low ing  s ignature o f  t h i s  agreement an i n i t i a l  
Program D e f i n i t i o n  and Implementation plan. The plan w i l l  i d e n t i f y  and 
describe t h e  scope o f  t h e  major elements covered by t h i s  agreement, 
inc lud ing estimated funding requirements by each agency, and implementation 
sched u l  es . 



3.  Def ine  a budget s t ra tegy f o r  t h e  cooperative program which i d e n t i f i e s  
t he  important complementary ro les  i n  ea r t h  system science o f  NASA's EOS and 
o ther  experimental ear th  observation systems, and t h e  ac t i ve  1 ong-term 1 and 
remotely sensed data archive supported by t he  USGS. 

4. Pa r t i c i pa te  i n  j o i n t  presentat ions t o  NASA, DOI, OMB, and t h e  Congress, 
as necessary, t o  explain t h e  essent ia l  ro les  of each organizat ion and funding 
needs f o r  t h e  elements o f  t h e  cooperative program. 

5.  Designate po l i c y  and technical  po in ts  o f  contacts i n  each agency f o r  
implementation o f  t h i s  agreement. 

6 .  Estab l ish  and execute a plan t h a t  provides f o r  NASA funding f o r  
development and implementat ion of t h e  ac t i ve  short-term 1 and remotely sensed 
data archives and appropr iate science support a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  EROS Data 
Center and f o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of r espons ib i l i t y  f o r  t h e  ac t i ve  long-term 
amhives and appropriate science support a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  these data t o  USGS 
a t  agreed upon f u tu re  dates. 

Performance o f  e i t h e r  par ty  under t h i s  agreement i s  subject  t o  t h e  
a v a i l a b i l  i t y  o f  appropriated funds. 

This agreement s h a l l  remain i n  e f f e c t  u n t i l  cancel led. The agreement may be 
modif ied by mutual agreement o f  t h e  pa r t i es  and may be terminated by e i t h e r  
par ty  upon 90 days w r i t t e n  notice. 

A-",'; " y-,Y a k L-d (-.\ 

Associate Administrator f o r  
Space Science and Appl icat ions, 

National Aeronautics and Space 
Administrat ion 

Di rector, 
U.S. Geological Survey 

Date: 3h6/%8 


