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Figure D2.1   Reported landings of deep sea red crab 1982-2005. The dashed line indicates an 
MSY of 2714 mt (6.24 million lbs) which was based on the previous assessment (Serchuk 1977). 
The dotted line represents the mean annual landings 1982-2005, excluding 1994 when there was 
no targeted red crab fishery. 
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Figure D3.1  Red Crab Essential Fish Habitat by life stage (200-1800 meters).
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Figure D4.3   Trends in landings (lbs) per trip by vessels with large amounts of crab landings in 
dealer reports. 
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Figure D4.4   Trend in catch per day at sea for vessel trip reports from four limited access vessels 
recently targeting red crab.  The data were normalized using each vessel’s landings per day mean 
and standard deviation for the time series. 
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Figure D4.5 Trends in catch per trap haul for vessel trip reports from four limited access vessels 
targeting red crab.  The data were normalized using each mean and standard deviation for the 
time series.
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Figure D4.9  Standardized LPUE, nominal LPUE and reported red crab landings, 2001-2005. 
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Figure D4.10  Re-transformed standardized LPUE from a GLM model for four vessels. 
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Figure D4.11  Plots of GLM model residuals vs. the three most influential variables. 
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Figure D4.12 VTR reported discards as a fraction of catch by limited access vessels during 2002-
2005 by calendar quarter.  The mean fraction of the catch discarded is shown, +/- one standard 
deviation. The number of trips reporting discards is shown next to the mean point. 
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Figure D4.13  (A) Red crab length composition data from port samples (only males are landed) 
and sea samples (males only).  (B) Length composition data from sea samples, females only. All 
crabs were caught during 2004-2005 in survey strata A, C and D over a range of seasons. 
 

0

0.02

0.04

0.06

0.08

60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 10
0

10
5

11
0

11
5

12
0

12
5

13
0

13
5

carapace width in mm

pr
op

or
tio

n
landed males caught

0

0.02

0.04

0.06

0.08

60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 10
0

10
5

11
0

11
5

12
0

12
5

13
0

13
5

carapace width in mm

pr
op

or
tio

n

females caught

A

B



 43
rd

 S
A

W
 A

ss
es

sm
en

t R
ep

or
t 

36
2

Si
ze

 fr
eq

ue
nc

y 
by

 y
ea

r,
 2

00
1-

20
05

 
A

ll 
ar

ea
s c

om
bi

ne
d 

Si
ze

 fr
eq

ue
nc

y 
by

 c
al

en
da

r 
qu

ar
te

r 
A

ll 
ar

ea
s c

om
bi

ne
d 

0%10
%

20
%

30
%

40
%

50
%

60
%

70
%

80
%

90
%

10
0%

80
85

90
95

10
0

10
5

11
0

11
5

12
0

12
5

13
0

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

 
0%10
%

20
%

30
%

40
%

50
%

60
%

70
%

80
%

90
%

10
0%

80
85

90
95

10
0

10
5

11
0

11
5

12
0

12
5

13
0

1 2 3 4

M
id

-A
tla

nt
ic

 R
eg

io
n 

St
at

is
tic

al
 a

re
as

 5
33

, 6
16

, 6
22

 a
nd

 6
27

 
G

eo
rg

es
 B

an
k 

R
eg

io
n 

St
at

is
tic

al
 a

re
as

 5
25

, 5
26

, 5
37

, a
nd

 5
62

 

0%10
%

20
%

30
%

40
%

50
%

60
%

70
%

80
%

90
%

10
0%

80
85

90
95

10
0

10
5

11
0

11
5

12
0

12
5

13
0

20
01

20
04

20
05

 
0%10
%

20
%

30
%

40
%

50
%

60
%

70
%

80
%

90
%

10
0%

80
85

90
95

10
0

10
5

11
0

11
5

12
0

12
5

13
0

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

 
 

 
 Fi

gu
re

 D
4.

14
C

um
ul

at
iv

e 
re

d 
cr

ab
 si

ze
 fr

eq
ue

nc
y 

fo
r a

ll 
ar

ea
s, 

20
01

-2
00

5.
  C

ar
ap

ac
e 

w
id

th
 is

 m
ea

su
re

d 
in

 m
m

. 



 43
rd

 S
A

W
 A

ss
es

sm
en

t R
ep

or
t 

 
36

3

 
Su

rv
ey

 st
ra

tu
m

 A
 

St
at

is
tic

al
 a

re
as

 6
22

 a
nd

 6
27

 
Su

rv
ey

 st
ra

tu
m

 B
 

St
at

is
tic

al
 a

re
as

 5
33

 a
nd

 6
16

 

909510
0

10
5

11
0

11
5

12
0

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

Carapace width (mm)

 
909510
0

10
5

11
0

11
5

12
0

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

Carapace width (mm)

 
Su

rv
ey

 st
ra

tu
m

 C
 

St
at

is
tic

al
 a

re
as

 5
26

 a
nd

 5
37

 
Su

rv
ey

 st
ra

tu
m

 D
 

St
at

is
tic

al
 a

re
as

 5
25

 a
nd

 5
62

 

909510
0

10
5

11
0

11
5

12
0

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

Carapace width (mm)

 
909510
0

10
5

11
0

11
5

12
0

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

Carapace width (mm)
 

Fi
gu

re
 D

4.
15

  M
ea

n 
(h

or
iz

on
ta

l l
in

e,
 +

/- 
1 

st
an

da
rd

 d
ev

ia
tio

n)
 a

nd
 m

ed
ia

n 
ca

ra
pa

ce
 w

id
th

 (a
t h

at
ch

 m
ar

k)
 fo

r r
ed

 c
ra

bs
 m

ea
su

re
d 

by
 p

or
t 

ag
en

ts
 fr

om
 c

om
m

er
ci

al
 c

at
ch

es
 d

ur
in

g 
20

01
-2

00
5 

by
 y

ea
r a

nd
 su

rv
ey

 st
ra

tu
m

. 
  



 

43rd SAW Assessment Report 364

 

 
 
 
 
Figure D5.1 Locations of net and camera tows during the (a) camera/trawl surveys conducted in 
1974 and (b-d) the camera/trawl surveys conducted in 2003-2005.   
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Figure D5.2  Comparative overview of the 1974 and 2003-05 camera and net survey methods to 
estimate standing crop. 
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Figure D5.3  Red crab size and sex composition in the 1974 and 2003-2005 otter trawl samples 
during camera/trawl surveys standardized to catch-per-30-minute-tow, tows from all depths and 
sectors combined. Vertical line indicates “commercial” size as defined in Wigley et al. (1975): 
crabs >114 mm carapace width.  The 1974 size distribution is represented by 641 male and 795 
female crabs; the 2003-2005 distribution, 2209 male and 4602 female crabs. Complete size-sex 
composition by depth and sector is tabulated in Appendix D3.  
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Figure D5.4 Red crab standing biomass (mt) estimates for 1974 and the mean (+1SE)                                    
of four surveys conducted between 2003 and 2005. Estimates for 2003-2005 represent the mean 
(+1SE) of four surveys conducted over that period. No error term is available for the 1974 
estimates.   * Biomass of fishable crabs determined from fishery selectivity analysis (section 
7.1).   
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Figure D5.5.  Red crab biomass by depth in 1974 and 2003-2005. All crabs (top), males 114+ 
mm (middle), and currently fishable males (bottom). Estimates for 2003-2005 represent the mean 
(+1SE) of four surveys conducted over that period. No error term is available for the 1974 
estimates. 
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Figure D 5.6. Red crab biomass by sector in 1974 and 2003-2005.  All crabs (top), males over 
114+ mm (middle), and currently fishable males (bottom). Estimates for 2003-2005 represent the 
mean (+1 SE) of four surveys conducted over that period. No error term is available for the 1974 
estimates. 
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Figure D5.7.  Biomass estimates of reproductive males (75+ mm) and females (70+ mm) in 1974 
and 2003-2005 by depth stratum and geographic sector. Estimates for 2003-2005 represent the 
mean (+1 SE) of four surveys conducted over that period.  No error term is available for the 1974 
estimates. 
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Figure D5.8.  Total number of deep sea red crabs caught during the winter, spring, summer and 
fall NEFSC/NMFS groundfish surveys per year. Not all surveys were conducted every year. A 
few large tows during recent surveys account for the large numbers in those years. 
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Figure D5.9.  Proportion of tows containing red crab in the NEFSC/NMFS groundfish surveys 
(winter, spring and fall) and the NEFSC/NMFS northern shrimp survey (summer, Gulf of Maine 
only). 
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Figure D5.10.   Locations of all tows made during the NEFSC/NMFS winter (A), spring (B) and 
fall (C) groundfish surveys and summer northern shrimp survey (D), 2000-2005. All catches of 
red crab during this time period are shown in larger symbols. 
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Figure D5.11.  All female (A) and male (B) red crab catches from the NEFSC/NMFS winter, 
spring and fall groundfish and northern shrimp surveys combined, 2000-2005. 
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Figure D5.12.   All female (A) and male (B) red crabs under 6cm carapace width (most assumed 
to be immature) caught during the NEFSC/NMFS winter, spring and fall groundfish and northern 
shrimp surveys combined, 2000-2005. 
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Figure D5.13.  (A-B). All female (A) and male (B) red crabs 6-10cm carapace width caught 
during the NEFSC/NMFS winter, spring and fall groundfish and northern shrimp surveys 
combined, 2000-2005. 
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Figure D5.14.   All female (A) and male (B) red crabs over 10cm carapace width (marketable 
size) caught during the NEFSC/NMFS winter, spring and fall groundfish and northern shrimp 
surveys combined, 2000-2005. 
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Figure D5.15.  Percent at length (carapace width in cm) of all male and female red crabs caught 
and measured in any NEFSC/NMFS survey in 5-year bins from 1975 to 2005. 
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Figure D5.16.  Mean male and female red crab carapace width, all NEFSC/NMFS surveys 
where crabs were measured, by year.  
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Figure D5.17.   All red crab catch data from the NEFSC/NMFS cooperative monkfish surveys 
conducted in spring/summer 2001 (A) and 2004 (B).
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Figure D5.18.   All female (A) and all male (B) red crabs 6-10cm in carapace width from the 
2001 NEFSC/NMFS cooperative monkfish survey.     
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Figure D5.19.   All female (A) and all male (B) red crabs over 10cm in carapace width from the 
2001 NEFSC/NMFS cooperative monkfish survey.     
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Figure D5.20.   All female (A) and all male (B) red crabs 6-10cm in carapace width from the 
2004 NEFSC/NMFS cooperative monkfish survey.     
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Figure D5.21.  All female (A) and all male (B) red crabs over 10cm in carapace width  from the 
2004 NEFSC/NMFS cooperative monkfish survey.    
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Figure D5.22.   Length frequencies of red crabs from the 2001 and 2004 cooperative monkfish 
surveys. In 2004, the Gulf of Maine crabs are plotted separately. (Data from the Gulf of Maine 
portion of the 2001 monkfish survey were not available). 
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Figure D7.1.   Fishery and survey length composition data with fishery selectivity curves for 
deep-sea red crab in the northern and southern regions during 2004-2005. 

 


