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AL THE SEA SCALLOP FISHERY
¢ / T
. By HEXRY H. BEASE -
Biologlst, Fish nd #ildlife Service,
United States Department of the Interdor.
Prior to the year 1937 the landing of a scallop dragger direct from the

fishing grounds was a rarity at the Port of Bcstan. Beginning with 1937 there
has been a constant trend upwards in the number of iragividual landings snd
total poundage. This is illustrated in the accompanying table.

This table illustrates a jums from a little over 8,000 pounds in 1337
to just under 2,000,000 pounds in 193%9. During the first 8 months of the cur-
reﬁt‘geﬁr, 1,062,367 pounds were landed, and ancther 283,400 pounds were hailéd

during September and October. In spite of the fact thut the direct supply of

this shell fish hes ineressed, the -rice trend has beon stesdily upward with an
average of 11.3¢ a pound in 1978 to 16.72¢ in 1940. If the present trend in

1941 continues, it is estimeted thst the urice will average nearly =/

a4 pound.

The ses scallop (Pscten magge’lanicus) is reported to be common in Horta

Atlantie waters from Cape Hatterss to Labrador. They have been taken in denths

up to 100 futhoms, tul usuzlly sre taken by the ggers in desths between 20

drag
and 45 fathoms. Althouzh scattered a1l over the banks of the North aAtlantie,

- 1
H

commereial fishing is confined usually to soots well knowm to the fishermen.

These grounds sre situsted from 25 - 50 alles HE.

ks . H > i 3a g -
Yartueket Lightshin

snd 140 - 220 miles BESE. of Boston Lightshis,



The flshing season extenda through the entire year but the calches are
seriously eurtailed‘énring the winter months. To operazte successfully a scallop
drggger needs airly calm weuther due to the faet that heavy swells 1ift the
drz; off the bettom and out of the range of the scallops which are on the ccean
Vflaar., In sddition, the tynical offshere scallep bost will aversge only &5 f&ét
in kangﬁh and is not bix encugh to risk the hazardous winter storas. Therefore,
tre best movths in regard to quﬂntities.ianﬁad are Hay tﬁr@ugh Novenber,

The ssallop is harvested by nssas of » drog corsistliy of a rigid tris

angalar shsced salr of srmis attached to s ractungulaer frume 9 - 12 feet lonw

and 12 - 15 inches hish, Thiz rigdd frase formes the opendrg to the nebl proper

w5

wiich is 5 feet deen and consists of 1 top section mede of sash cord neshes snd

& bottom section made up of & row of ten 3=-inch iron ringss jolned by leinch iren
links., These rather heavy pizces of [ishing eculnment are used in nairs, one
being fished on each side simultanecusliy. The towlng time gesersily is 15 - 45

4

sirutes decending on the type of botiom :nd aburriance of scallope,

Thz averase offsheore sesllep drisger carries B or 12 men and words on a
fbimirmon snd Jehour-ofl schedule. These hours are long but are a biy improves
nent over conditlons of a few vears b when the orew cften worked the clock
around. The share aysten s fevorsble to the crow and the share per irdns is

hish but the zromal average is eut down coneidersbly by curtsilment of fishirg

during the wirter menths.

&3
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SOME STATISTICS
on the
SZTA SCALLOP FTISHE

- . In response . to a humber of inquiries regarding the present
status of the New England Sea Scallop Fishery, availabile data concerning
this fishery have been tabulated ang summarized, . T

) , Fairly complete records of landings in lliddle Atlantic and
‘North Atlantic States extend back to 1929 and thers are Sporadic records
fox .years back to 1889, These are tabulated in Table 1 by states,

In Figure 1 are outlined thé principal grounds which are now
fished for Sea scallopgs The variation in produgtion of these various
grounds' from 1944 to 1950 is bresented in Teble 3,

An indicetion of the intensity of fishing is shown'by Table 4
In vhich the number of trips made is tabulated for the years 1944.1950,

per boat per day) of scallops on ell banks as a whole for that period,

Table 5 presents relative abundance data (catch per day)
for the various areas fished during the 1944<1950 period,

: The Fish and Wildlife Service has 10 records of areas fished
- for scallops previous to the year 1944 and the dats for years subsequent
- to 1950 have not yet been processed,

1/ Prepared by the North Atlantie Fishery Investigations, Fish and
Wildlife Service, U, S, Department of the Interior, Vocds Hole Station,
Woods Hole, Massachusetts, May 1952,
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Table 2 : Comparison of landings of sea scallops at
New_Bedford, Mass. with total landlggg_

““ilantic Coast States, 1930-1950
T {Thousends of Pounds]
) . T - _ Percent
- Year' New Bedford Atlantic Coast Landed at
: . . . New Bgdford
1938 4,255 8,509 4748
1939 4,733 94789 4344
1940 4,814 7,643 5748
1941 5,519 1,865 7049
1942 5,446 7,183 7548
1943 3,832 5,529 6943
1944 4,009 4,869 82,3
1945 3f897 5471 6303
1946 8,940 11,613 7740
1947 3.0_,6‘75 14,654 72,8
1948 1d§082‘ ) 16,245 62,1
1949 11,707 16,639 7004
1950 3 11,982 18,467 6349
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