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January 21, 2005

Mr. Brad C. Deutsch
Assistant General Counsel
Federa] Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re:  Filing Documents by Priority Mail, Express Mail or Ovemnight
Delivery Service [Notice 2004-19] 69 FR 76626 (December 22, 2004)

Dear Mr, Deutsch:

America’s Community Bankers ("ACB”)' uppreciates [hc'}opportunity 10 comment on the
proposed rulemaking by the Federal Election Commission (the “Commission”) to chunge

Specifically, the Commission proposes 1o amend its regulations (o provide tor the
addition of U.S. Postal Service Priority Mail, Express Mail and overmght delinvery
Services as options to satisfy certain “timely filing” requirements.?

The proposed changes are intended to implement recent statutory changes that permit
Commission filers to use additiona] delivery options. The 2004 Appropnations Act
amended 2 U.S.C. §8 434(a)(2)(AXD), (4)AXii) and {(5) to allow filers scnding certain
designations, reports and statements via U.S. Postal Service Prionity Mail or Express Mail
also to rely on the date of the U.S, Postal Service postmark as the dute of filing, provided
the mailing has a delivery confirmation. The statutory amendments also allow filers
sending such documents via overnight delivery service to rely on the date of deposit with
the delivery service, provided the delivery scrvice has an on-line tracki g svstemn.

ACB supports these changes as necessary revisions that reficct the now common practice
of using a variety of delivery options when filing important documents with the
Commission. In particular, ACB supports the Commission’s proposed revision of the
term “postmark” to include both a U.S. Postal Service Postmark, as well as the verifiable
date that a document is deposited with an ovemnight delivery service. We belicve these
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changes wil) help eliminate Unnecessary uncertainty regarding the iming of filed
Commission documents.

ACB appreciates the Opportunity to comment on thjs important matier, We Jook forward
to working with the Commission as it finalizes thig rulemaking.

Should you have any questions, please contact the undersigned at (202) 857-3122 or viy

email at mbri ges @acbankcrs.org )

Sincere] ¥,

Michael W. Briggs
Chief Legal Officer



