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Potential Consequences of Climate Variability and Change

Scenarios of 21st Century Growth in America
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Future employ-
ment projections
track population,
and also include
varying rates of
employment by
older workers as
the US population
ages.  

Through the 21st

century, US pop-
ulation projec-
tions range from
a 20% increase to
a doubling, prin-
cipally due to
alternative
assumptions of
immigration
trends.

Low, Medium, and High Scenarios

Projections of
21st century eco-
nomic growth
span a wide
range, reflecting
the combined
effects of trends
in population and
productivity.  

The middle sce-
nario holds annu-
al growth in out-
put per worker at
1.2%, the average
rate over the 20th

century. The high
and low scenar-
ios double and
halve this annual
growth rate. 
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Figure 1.  The Assessment considered high, medium, and low sce-
narios of future US population and economic growth. Future trends
in population, economic growth, and technological change will all
shape our contribution to climate change, our vulnerability to it,
and our ability to adapt.  


