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sear 21s. Kezanka: 

I mi s o r r y  t h a t  iny s c n ~ d u l a  r e s u l t e d  i n  a d e l a y  i n  ny r e sponse  
t o  you. ~ n c l s s e d  i s  a copy o r  tile tcs t i .nony I prepareit  f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
o e i o r e  t n e  C a l i f o r n i a  A s s e a S l y  Coztmittees o n  dea l t i ?  and Resources, 
Land Use and d n e r s y  last  January.  I'JI s u r e  you  r e a l i z e  t t ia t  til? a c t u s 1  
t cas t i sony ,  as  m o m  i n  trie t r a n s c r i p t ,  d i f f e r e d  from tile p repa red  
tevti inony because of pxc:ialiges w i t t i  tile A s s e a ~ l y  ne.nbers. 

pernaps tile inovt  p e r t i n e n t  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m t i o n  I can o f f e r  i s  
t o  o r i n g  y ~ u  u p  t o  d a t e  on a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t n e  Congress. A f t e r  s e v e r a l  
hearings, n i u l t i p l e  b i l l s  and d r a f t  oi118, new v e r s i o n s  have Seen offered 
bo th  i n  tile douse (tiii7418) and S e n a t e  (S1217) ,  'he two b i l l s  are not 
i d e n t i c a l  and a t  p r e s e n t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u i t  t o  p r e d i c t  nod si:nilar tney  
w i l l  be p r i o r  t o  t!ieir be ing  reported o u t  o f  C ~ ~ m i t t e e ~  and vo ted  on. 
It i s  appa ren t  t h a t  a r e a l  s e n s e  of urgency e x i s r s  i n  the  Consress  
conce rn ing  t a p  need p r o a p t l y  t o  e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  u i l l  c o n t r o l  
r ecoab inan t  DHA r g s e a r c h  i n  90th t h e  p r i v a t e  and p u u l i c  s e c t o r .  rrotn 
o i l i s  p rov ide  f o r  l i c e n s i n q  p rocedures  f o r  c a r r y i n g  ou t  expe r imen t s ,  
i n s p e c t i o n  of l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  governin.: p roc rdurPs ,  and 
c i v i  1 and c r i n i n a l  p e n a l t i e s .  

biveii t h e  nat u r e  of t iie sperul a t  i ve h a z a r d s  oE r ecoao i  nant Di lA 
r e s e a r c n  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  escaped organisms w i l l  not 
honor geograpnic  boundar i e s ,  i t  is c l e a r  that o n l y  nation-wide s a f e t y  
:neasures can  p rov ide  ttie c o n f i d e n c e  t n a t  e x p e r i s e n t s  w i l l  be conducted 
w i t h  ;iinimal o r  n e g l i g i b l e  r i s k  f o r  a l l .  I ' ne re fo re ,  i t  i s  aiy Deliat 
t n a t  i n t e r e s t e d  tnesbers o f  t n e  C a l i f o r n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  might want t o  
inform t t ie~~se lves  conce rn ing  Congressional  e f f o r t s  and  t o  o f f e r  t h e  
i o n g r e s s  t h e i r  a d v i c e  on t t iesa  3a t te rs .  
w i l l  ue well-served by such p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  It is, I w l i e v e ,  less 

I n  ray view the whole  c o u n t r y  
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useful to press for State or local action on tnis nlatter, for t h e  
reasons statpd above as well as tne fact that aultiple regulatory 
meclianj 6'uls will be uoth costly and confusing. 

Snould  you wisn to have additional information please get in 
toucn witn me again. 

Sincere1 y yours, 

idaxine Singer, Ph.13. 
i~ead,  Nucleic Acid Enzy!nol ogy Sect ion 
Laboratory of biochemistry 

iinc I oaure 


