Federal Retirenment Thrift Investnment Board (Board)

Fi scal Year 2001 Annual Freedom
of Information Act (FO A Report

Basic Information Regarding this Report

A

Cont act person for questions about the Board' s annual
FO A report for Fiscal Year 2001 (10/1/00-9/30/01):
Thomas L. Gray, Assistant General Counsel, and FO A
Oficer, Federal Retirement Thrift I|nvestnent Board,
1250 H Street, NW Washi ngton, DC 20005-3952, Tel: 202-
942-1660; TDD: 800-877-8339; FAX: 202-942-1676.

El ectronic address for this report on the Board’ s Wrld
Wde Web site: http://ww. frtib. gov.

How to obtain a paper copy of this report: download it
fromthe Wb site (see |.B. above) or request it from
the contact person (see |.A above).

1. How To Make a FO A Request

FO A requests to the Board should generally be in witing
and include the requester’s nanme, address and tel ephone
nunber. The request shoul d reasonably describe the records
bei ng sought.

[11. Definitions of Terns and Acronyns Used in this Report

A Agency-speci fic acronyns and ot her terns.
1. FO A — Freedomof Information Act (5 U S.C. § 552)
2. FY -- Fiscal Year
3. Board -- Federal Retirenent Thrift Investnent Board
4. OGC — O fice of the General Counsel
B. Basi c Terns.
1. FO A Request -- Freedom of Information Act request, a
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FO A request is generally a request for disclosure of
records concerning a third party, an organi zation, or a
particular topic of interest.
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Initial Request -- a request to the agency for records
under the Freedom of Information Act.

Appeal -- a request to OGC asking that it review a full
denial or partial denial of a FO A request, or any
other FO A determi nation such as a matter pertaining to
f ees.

Processed Request or Appeal — a request or appeal for
whi ch an agency has taken a final action on the request
or the appeal in all respects.

Mul ti-track Processing — a systemin which sinple
requests requiring relatively mniml review are placed
in one processing track and nore vol um nous and conpl ex
requests are placed in one or nore other tracks.
Requests in each track are processed on a first-
in/first-out basis. Note: The Board does not have
multi-track processing as it generally responds to
requests on a tinely basis. A requester who has an
urgent need for records may request expedited

pr ocessi ng.

Expedited Processing — The Board will process a FO A
request on an expedited basis when a requester has
shown an exceptional need or urgency for the records
whi ch warrants prioritization of his or her request
over other requests that were nade earlier.

Si npl e Request — a FO A request that an agency using
mul ti-track processing places in its fastest
(nonexpedited) track based on the vol une and/ or
sinplicity of records requested.

Compl ex Request — a FO A request that an agency using
mul ti-track processing places in a slower track based
on the volunme and/or conplexity of records request ed.

Grant — a Board decision to disclose all records in
full response to a FO A request.

Partial Grant —- a Board decision to disclose a record
in part in response to a FO A request, deleting
information determ ned to be exenpt under one or nore
of the FO A s exenptions, or a decision to disclose
sonme records in their entireties, but to w thhold
others in whole or in part.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Denial — a Board decision not to release any part of a
record(s) in response to a FO A request because all of
the information in the requested records is determ ned
by the agency to be exenpt under one or nore of the

FO A's exenptions or for some procedural reason (such
as no record is located in response to a FO A request).

Time limts -— the tine period in the Freedom of

I nfformati on Act for an agency to respond to a FO A
request (ordinarily 20 working days from proper receipt
of a “perfected” FO A request).

“Perfected” — a FO A request for records which
adequately describes the records sought, which has been
received by Board's FO A office, and for which there is
no remai ni ng questi on about the paynent of applicable

f ees.

Exenption 3 statute — a separate federal statute
prohi biting the disclosure of a certain type of
information and authorizing its w thhol ding under FO A
subsection (b)(3).

Medi an nunber — the mddle, not average, nunber. For
exanple, of 3, 7, and 14, the nedian nunber is 7. 1In
Part VII below, the Board s response tines are given in
medi an cal endar days.

Aver age nunber —- the nunber obtained by dividing the
sum of a group of numbers by the quantity of nunbers in
the group. For exanple, of 3, 7 and 14, the average
nunber is 8.

V. Exenption 3 Statutes

A
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Li st of Exenption 3 statutes relied on by agency during
current fiscal year. 41 U S.C. § 253b(m

1. Brief description of type(s) of information
wi t hhel d under each statute. Information
submtted by offerors in response to conpetitive
proposal s that was not incorporated into a
contract with the agency.

2. St atenent of whether a court has upheld the use of
each statute. |If so, then cite exanple. Yes.
Center for Public Integrity v. Departnent of
Energy, 191 F. Supp.2d 187 (D.D.C. 2002).
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V. Initial FO A Requests
A Nunmber of initial requests.

1. Nunmber of requests pending as of end of preceding
fiscal year. 3

2. Nunber of requests received during current fiscal
year. 13

3. Number of requests processed during current fiscal
year. 15*

4. Number of requests pending as of end of current

fiscal year. 1
B. Di sposition of initial requests.
1. Nunber of total grants. 2
2. Nunber of partial grants. 5
3. Number of denials. 1
a. Nunber of tinmes each FO A exenption used.

(1) Exenption 1: 0

* Board files do not record the final disposition of the
follow ng: 1) a request for vendor responses to three requests
for proposals (such information submtted by vendors who were not
awarded a contract is protected fromdisclosure by 41 U S.C
8 253b(m and Exenption 3) (this would have been denied); 2) a
request for the list of agency vendors (agency files show that a
list was generated); 3) a request for the names of FOA re-
questers (the file shows that the FOA Oficer was advised that
t he names coul d be disclosed, but not hone addresses); and 4) a
request for information on Thrift Savings Plan activity by nmem
bers of Congress (agency files contain two prior requests and
responses in FY 2000 for essentially the sanme information) (this
woul d have been considered a duplicate request).
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(2) Exenption 2: 0
(3) Exenption 3: 1
(4) Exenption 4: 3
(5 Exenption 5: 1
(6) Exenption 6: 1
(7) Exenption 7(A): 0
(8) Exenption 7(B): O
(9) Exenption 7(C): 0O
(10) Exenption 7(D): 0O
(11) Exenption 7(E): O
4. O her reasons for nondisclosure (total). 7
a. No records. 4
b. Referrals. 0O
C. Request wi thdrawn. 0
d. Fee-rel ated reason. 0
e. Records not reasonably described. 0
f. Not a proper FO A request for some other reason

g. Not an agency record. 0
h. Duplicate request. 1
i O her (specify). Privacy Act 1
VI. Appeals of Initial Denials of FO A/ PA request
A Nunmber of appeal s.
1. Nunmber of appeals received during FY 01. O

2. Nunmber of appeal s processed during FY 01. O
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B. Di sposition of appeals.
1. Nunber conpl etely upheld. O
2. Nunber partially reversed. 0
3. Nunber conpletely reversed. 0

a. Nunber of times each FO A exenption used
(counting each exenption once per appeal).

(1) Exenption 1: 0

(2) Exenption 2: 0
(3) Exenption 3: 0
(4) Exenption 4: 0
(5) Exenption 5: 0
(6) Exenption 6: 0

(7) Exenption 7(A): 0
(8) Exenption 7(B): 0
(9) Exenption 7(C): 0
(10) Exenption 7(D): 0O
(11) Exenption 7(E): O
(12) Exenption 7(F): 0O
(13) Exenption 8: 0
(14) Exenption 9: 0
4. O her reasons for nondi sclosure (total).

a. No records. 0O

b. Referrals. 0O

C. Request wi thdrawn. 0
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d. Fee-rel ated reasons. O

e. Records not reasonably described. 0
f. Not a proper FO A request for some other
reason. 0

g. Not an agency record. 0
g. Duplicate request. 0

h. O her (specify). 0

VII. Conpliance with Time Limts/Status of Pendi ng Requests

A
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Medi an processing tinme for requests processed during
FY 2001.

1. Sinple requests (if multiple tracks used)(note:

t he Board does not have multi-track processing, but is

using this category because no other category applies.)
a. Number of requests processed: 15

b. Medi an nunber of cal endar days to process: 20

2. Conpl ex requests.

a. Nunmber of requests processed: 0

b. Medi an nunber of days to process: O
3. Request accorded expedited processing.

a. Number of requests processed: O

b. Medi an nunber of days to process: O

Status of pendi ng requests as of end of FYO1

1. Nunmber of requests pending as of the end of
FYO1l (9/30/01): 1

2. Medi an nunber of days that such requests were
pendi ng as of that date: 24
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VII1. Conparisons with Previous Year(s) (Optional)

Agenci es shoul d state conparisons both in total nunbers
and i n percentage of change.

Note that the agency’s annual report for 1997 covers a
partial cal endar year.

Conpari son of nunbers of requests received

Conpari son of nunber of requests processed

Conmpari son of nedi an nunbers of days requests were
pendi ng as of end of fiscal year

Q her statistics significant to agency
O her narrative statenent describing agency efforts to
i nprove tineliness of FO A performance and to nake
records available to the public (e.g. backl og-reduction
efforts; specification of average nunber of hours per
processed request, training activities; public
availability of new categories of records).

| X. Costs/FO A Staffing

A
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Staffing | evels.
1. Nunber of full-time FO A personnel: 0

2. Nunber of personnel with part-tine or
occasional FO A duties (in total work-years): .010

3. Total nunber of personnel (in estinmated work-
years): .010

Total cost (including staff and all resources).

1. FO A processing (estimated — including requests
and appeals). $1,200

2. Litigation — related activities (estinmated): $0
3. Total costs (estimated): $1,200

4. Conpari son with previous year(s) (including
per cent age of change) (optional)
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C. St at enent of additi onal resources needed for FO A
conpliance (optional)

X. Fees
A Total amount of fees collected by the Board for
processi ng requests: $33.08
B. Percentage of total costs: 2. 7%

XI. FO A Regul ations (Including Fee Schedul e)

The Board’s FO A regul ations, including the fee schedule, are

codified at[5_ CF. R 1637]
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http://www.frtib.gov/general/transfer_CFRegs_title5.html

