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5.0 ASSESSMENT OF NEW AND SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION

NRC

“...The environmental report must contain any new and significant information regarding the
environmental impacts of license renewal of which the applicant is aware.” 10 CFR 51.53(c)(3)(iv)

When applying to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) for license renewal,
licensees of domestic nuclear power plants must provide an application that includes an
Environmental Report (ER) (10 CFR 54.23). NRC regulations, 10 CFR 51, prescribe
the environmental report content and identify the specific analyses the applicant must
perform. In an effort to perform the environmental review efficiently and effectively,
NRC has resolved most of the environmental issues generically (designated as
Category 1 issues), but requires an applicant’s analysis of all the remaining applicable
issues (designated as Category 2 issues).

While NRC regulations do not require an applicant’s ER to contain analyses of the
impacts of generically resolved environmental issues [10 CFR 51.53(c)(3)(i)], the
regulations do require that an applicant identify any new and significant information of
which the applicant is aware [10 CFR 51.53(c)(3)(iv)]. This requirement serves to alert
NRC staff to such pertinent information, so the staff can determine whether to seek
NRC’s approval to waive or suspend application of the rule with respect to the affected
generic analysis. NRC has explicitly indicated, however, that an applicant is not
required to perform a site-specific validation of its conclusions in the Generic
Environmental Impact Statement for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants (GEIS)

(NRC 1996).

Nuclear Management Company, Inc. (NMC) expects that new and significant
information would include:

* Information that identifies a “significant” environmental issue the GEIS does not
cover and is not codified in the regulation, or

* Information not covered in the GEIS analyses that leads to an impact finding
different from that codified in the regulation.

NRC does not define the term “significant.” For the purpose of its review, NMC used
guidance available in Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations. The
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) authorizes CEQ to establish implementing
regulations for federal agency use. NRC requires license renewal applicants to provide
NRC with input, in the form of an environmental report, that NRC will use to meet NEPA
requirements as they apply to license renewal (10 CFR 51.10). CEQ guidance provides
that federal agencies should prepare environmental impact statements for actions that
would significantly affect the environment (40 CFR 1502.3), focus on significant
environmental issues (40 CFR 1502.1), and eliminate from detailed study issues that
are not significant [40 CFR 1501.7(a)(3)]. The CEQ guidance includes a lengthy
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definition of “significantly” that requires consideration of the context of the action and the
intensity or severity of the impact(s) (40 CFR 1508.27). NMC expects that moderate or
large impacts, as defined by NRC, would be “significant.” NMC presents NRC
definitions of “Moderate” and “Large” impacts in Section 4.1.2 of this environmental
report.

NMC prepared this Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP) ER in accordance
with NRC regulations at 10 CFR 51.53(c). In response to 10 CFR 51.53(c)(3)(iv), NMC
implemented a process for identifying new and significant information in preparation of
this environmental report for PINGP License Renewal application. The process was
directed by the License Renewal Environmental Project Manager and included the
following actions:

1. Assembly of an investigative team comprised of key representatives of NMC,
Xcel Energy, and Tetra Tech NUS, Inc. to support preparation of the
environmental report and to conduct the new and significant information review
(NMC and Xcel Energy representatives consisted of individuals specifically
knowledgeable about plant systems, the site environment, and plant
environmental issues);

2. Interviews with subject matter experts from NMC and Xcel Energy related to the
conclusions in the GEIS as they relate to PINGP;

3. Review of the environmental management programs, permits, procedures, and
practices in place for PINGP to understand their scope and effectiveness for
managing potential impacts of PINGP operations and/or as mechanisms for staff
to become aware of new and significant information;

4. Review of internal and external documents and records related to environmental
aspects of PINGP, its environs, and its associated transmission lines, including
but not limited to, environmental assessments and monitoring reports,
procedures, and other management controls, compliance history reports, and
environmental resource plans and data;

5. Correspondence with state and federal regulatory agencies to determine agency
environmental concerns related to PINGP operations;

6. Interface with nuclear power industry representatives to ensure current
knowledge of events at other plants with potential to affect environmental issues;

7. Review of other license renewal application submittals for pertinent issues;

8. Crediting the oversight provided by inspections of plant facilities by state and
federal regulatory agencies; and

9. Correspondence with tribal governments, including the Prairie Island Indian
Community, to determine environmental concerns related to PINGP operations.
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Information obtained as a result of these activities, including information from state and
local agencies and tribal governments, was evaluated with respect to the criteria
described above. As a result of this process, NMC is not aware of any new and
significant information regarding the environmental impacts of PINGP license renewal.

In addition to this process, NMC notes that state and federal regulatory agencies
routinely inspect PINGP facilities and records as part of their oversight of the plant and
its operation and to ensure that permit conditions are met. These inspections (and less
frequent permit reviews) have identified no new and significant information.
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6.0 SUMMARY OF LICENSE RENEWAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATING
ACTIONS

6.1 LICENSE RENEWAL IMPACTS

Nuclear Management Company (NMC) has reviewed the environmental impacts of
renewing the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP) operating licenses and
has concluded that impacts would be SMALL and would not require mitigation. This
Environmental Report documents the basis for the conclusion. Section 4.1.1
incorporates by reference U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) findings for the
57 Category 1 issues that apply to PINGP, all of which have impacts that are SMALL
(Table A-1, Attachment A). Sections 4.2 through 4.17 analyze Category 2 issues, all of
which are either not applicable or have impacts that would be SMALL. Table 6-1
identifies the impacts that PINGP license renewal would have on resources associated
with Category 2 issues.
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6.2 MITIGATION

NRC

“The report must contain a consideration of alternatives for reducing adverse impacts...for all
Category 2 license renewal issues...” 10 CFR 51.53(c)(3)(iii)

“The environmental report shall include an analysis that considers and balances...alternatives
available for reducing or avoiding adverse environmental effects...” 10 CFR 51.45(c) as
incorporated by 10 CFR 51.53(c)(2) and 10 CFR 51.45(c)

Impacts of license renewal would be SMALL and would not require mitigation. Current
operations include monitoring activities that would continue during the license renewal
term. NMC performs routine monitoring to ensure the safety of workers, the public, and
the environment. These activities include the biological monitoring program,
radiological environmental monitoring program, air monitoring, effluent chemistry
monitoring, and effluent toxicity testing. In addition, focused surveys for sensitive
resources (e.g., threatened or endangered species) are conducted for onsite land-
disturbing activities. These monitoring programs ensure that the plant’s permitted
emissions and discharges are within regulatory limits and any unusual or off-normal
emissions/discharges would be quickly detected, mitigating potential impacts.
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6.3

UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE IMPACTS

NRC

The environmental report shall discuss any “...adverse environmental effects which cannot be
avoided should the proposal be implemented...” 10 CFR 51.45(b)(2) as adopted by 10 CFR
51.53(c)(2)

This environmental report adopts by reference NRC findings for applicable Category 1
issues, including discussions of any unavoidable adverse impacts (Table A-1,
Attachment A). NMC examined 21 Category 2 issues and identified the following
unavoidable adverse impacts of license renewal:

Some larval, juvenile, and adult fish are impinged on the traveling screens at the
Intake Screenhouse, but most are returned to the Mississippi River unharmed via
the fish return line. Based on studies conducted in the 1980s, gizzard shad, channel
catfish, and freshwater drum are the species most often impinged on coarse-mesh
intake screens, which are in service from September 1 through March 31.
Freshwater drum eggs and larvae, Cyprinid larvae, gizzard shad larvae, and carp
larvae (and other early life stages) are most often impinged on fine-mesh intake
screens, which are in service from April 1 through August 31.

Some larval fish are entrained at the Intake Screenhouse, but flow (withdrawal)
restrictions and fine mesh screens substantially reduce the total number. Based on
a 1975 study, most eggs entrained are those of freshwater drum, while most young
fish entrained are shiners, gizzard shad, suckers, white bass, carp, and freshwater
drum.

NMC expects that existing “surge” capabilities would enable PINGP to perform the
increased surveillance, monitoring, inspections, testing, trending, and recordkeeping
(SMITTR) workload through the addition of no more than two staff members.
However, for the purpose of this analysis, NMC has assumed that license renewal
could necessitate adding as many as 60 staff. The assumed addition of 60 direct
workers to Dakota and Goodhue counties, Minnesota and Pierce County, Wisconsin,
where approximately 83 percent of the PINGP workforce resides, could result in
small impacts to housing availability, public water supply, offsite land use, and
transportation infrastructure (see Sections 4.11, 4.12, 4.14, and 4.15).
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6.4

IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE RESOURCE COMMITMENTS

NRC

The environmental report shall discuss any “...irreversible and irretrievable commitments of
resources which would be involved in the proposed action should it be implemented...” 10 CFR
51.45(b)(5) as adopted by 10 CFR 51.53(c)(2)

Continued operation of PINGP for the license renewal term will result in irreversible and
irretrievable resource commitments, including the following:

Nuclear fuel, which is utilized in the reactor and converted to radioactive waste;

Land required to dispose of spent nuclear fuel, low-level radioactive wastes
generated as a result of plant operations, and sanitary wastes generated from
normal industrial operations;

Elemental materials that will become radioactive; and

Materials used for the normal industrial operations of the plant that cannot be
recovered or recycled or that are consumed or reduced to unrecoverable forms.

These irreversible and irretrievable resource commitments are manageable and low
impact.
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6.5 SHORT-TERM USE VERSUS LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY OF THE
ENVIRONMENT

NRC

The environmental report shall discuss the “...relationship between local short-term uses of man’s
environment and the maintenance and enhancement of long-term productivity...” 10 CFR
51.45(b)(4) as adopted by 10 CFR 51.53(c)(2)

The current balance between short-term use and long-term productivity at the PINGP
site was established with the decision to construct the plant. The Final Environmental
Statement related to the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant (AEC 1973) evaluated
the impacts of constructing and operating PINGP in Goodhue County, Minnesota.
Short-term use of natural resources would include land and water. Much of the 560-
acre site was under cultivation before its acquisition. Approximately 240 acres were
disturbed and modified by plant construction activities, and 60 acres are occupied by
plant structures and related facilities. Because Northern States Power (NSP) was able
to take advantage of existing transmission corridors, it was only necessary to acquire 33
miles of new right-of-way. Dredging of the cooling water system canals resulted in
some disruption of aquatic environments in a limited area of the river. The cooling
towers historically produced some localized fogging and icing, particularly during winter
months, but are now used primarily in spring and summer (AEC 1973).

After decommissioning, many environmental disturbances would cease and some
restoration of the natural habitat would occur. Thus, the “trade-off’ between the
production of electricity and changes in the local environment is reversible to some
extent.

NMC notes that the current balance between short-term use and long-term productivity
of the environment at the PINGP site is now well-established and can be expected to
remain essentially unchanged by renewal of the operating license and extended
operation of PINGP. Extended operation of PINGP would postpone restoration of the
site and its potential availability for uses other than electric power generation. It would
also result in other short-term impacts on the environment, all of which have been
determined to be small on the basis of NRC’s evaluation in the Generic Environmental
Impact Statement for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants (GEIS) and NMC'’s evaluation
in this Environmental Report (ER).
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TABLE 6-1
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS RELATED TO
LICENSE RENEWAL AT PINGP

No. Issue Environmental Impact

Surface Water Quality, Hydrology, and Use (for all plants)

13 Water use conflicts SMALL. Consumptive use represents less than 1 percent of the mean
(plants with cooling ponds annual flow of the Mississippi River and would have little or no effect on
or cooling towers using the Mississippi River and its riparian ecological communities.

makeup water from a
small river with low flow)

Aquatic Ecology (for plants with once-through and cooling pond heat dissipation systems)

25 Entrainment of fish and SMALL. PINGP has a current NPDES permit which constitutes

shellfish in early life compliance with CWA Section 316(b) requirements to provide best
stages technology available to minimize entrainment.

26 Impingement of fish and SMALL. PINGP has a current NPDES permit which constitutes
shellfish compliance with CWA Section 316(b) requirements to provide best

technology available to minimize impingement.

27 Heat shock SMALL. PINGP discharges meet state water quality standards and
have very little impact on local aquatic life.

Groundwater Use and Quality

33 Groundwater use SMALL. Drawdown through the current license is expected to be 0.4
conflicts (potable and feet at the nearest offsite well and there would be no additional
service water, and drawdown during the license renewal period.

dewatering; plants that
use > 100 gpm)

34 Groundwater use SMALL. PINGP consumptive use has little impact on Mississippi River
conflicts (plants using flow, even during low flow conditions, and therefore have little effect on
cooling towers or cooling  recharge to the alluvial aquifer.
ponds withdrawing
makeup water from a

small river)

35 Groundwater use NONE. This issue does not apply because PINGP does not use Ranney
conflicts (Ranney wells) wells.

39 Groundwater quality NONE. This issue does not apply because PINGP does not use cooling
degradation (cooling ponds.

ponds at inland sites)

Terrestrial Resources

40 Refurbishment impacts SMALL. Refurbishment activities would occur in an area that is devoid
of important plant and animal habitats. Peregrine falcons nest at PINGP
and have presumably become habituated to activities at the plant.

Threatened or Endangered Species

49 Threatened or SMALL. Several federally-listed species are found in the general vicinity
endangered species of PINGP, but none is believed to be jeopardized by plant operation.
NMC has no plans to change plant operations and transmission line
maintenance practices.
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TABLE 6-1 (CONTINUED)

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS RELATED TO
LICENSE RENEWAL AT PINGP

No. Issue Environmental Impact
Air Quality

50 Air quality during SMALL. Refurbishment activities would be of short duration. Goodhue
refurbishment (non- County is in attainment for all criteria pollutants. Fugitive dust resulting
attainment and from construction activities would be minimal. Impacts from exhaust
maintenance areas) emissions would not impact nearby maintenance areas.

Human Health

57 Microbiological organisms SMALL. PINGP periodically chlorinates the circulating water system to
(public health) (plants control microbiological organisms in accordance with the NPDES permit,
using lakes or canals, or  thereby preventing migration of these organisms to the Mississippi River.
cooling towers or cooling
ponds that discharge to a
small river)

59 Electromagnetic fields, SMALL. The largest modeled induced current under the PINGP lines is
acute effects (electric less than the 5 milliampere limit. Therefore, the lines conform to the
shock) NESC provisions for preventing electric shock from induced current.

Socioeconomics
63 Housing impacts SMALL. NRC concluded that housing impacts would be SMALL in
medium and high population areas having no growth control measures.
PINGP is located in a high population area with no growth control
measures.
65 Public services: public SMALL. Excess water capacity in the region of influence (ROI) is more
utilities than sufficient to handle the temporary refurbishment workforce and the
permanent license renewal population growth.

66 Public services: SMALL. Anecdotal evidence from the 2004 steam generator
education (refurbishment) replacement suggests that the majority of the refurbishment workforce

would not relocate families to the plant site region for a project of this
short duration, having little impact on school enrollment.

68 Offsite land use SMALL. A refurbishment workforce of 750 would represent less than a 5
(refurbishment) percent increase in the population of Goodhue County and an even

smaller percent increase in the populations of the largest cities within the
50-mile region.

69 Offsite land use (license SMALL. No changes in offsite land use are expected to occur as a
renewal term) result of license renewal.

70 Public services: SMALL. Increased traffic flow during shift changes is expected during

transportation refurbishment activities, but the capacities of area roads are more than
adequate. The increase in traffic flow as a result of license renewal
would most likely be unnoticeable.

71 Historic and archeological SMALL. License renewal would have little or no effect on historic or

resources

archeological resources. Refurbishment may require limited ground-
disturbing activities, but only in previously-disturbed areas. In addition,
PINGP has an excavation procedure in place to protect potential
archeological, historical, or cultural resources.
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TABLE 6-1 (CONTINUED)
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS RELATED TO
LICENSE RENEWAL AT PINGP

No. Issue Environmental Impact

Postulated Accidents

76 Severe accidents SMALL. NMC identified 2 potentially cost beneficial SAMAs for each
unit; however none were related to aging management. NMC will
evaluate these enhancements for future implementation.
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7.0 ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION

NRC

The environmental report shall discuss “Alternatives to the proposed action....” 10 CFR
51.45(b)(3), as adopted by reference at 10 CFR 51.53(c)(2)

“...The report is not required to include discussion of need for power or economic costs and
benefits of ... alternatives to the proposed action except insofar as such costs and benefits are
either essential for a determination regarding the inclusion of an alternative in the range of
alternatives considered or relevant to mitigation....” 10 CFR 51.53(c)(2)

“While many methods are available for generating electricity, and a huge number of combinations
or mixes can be assimilated to meet a defined generating requirement, such expansive
consideration would be too unwieldy to perform given the purposes of this analysis. Therefore,
NRC has determined that a reasonable set of alternatives should be limited to analysis of single,
discrete electric generation sources and only electric generation sources that are technically
feasible and commercially viable...” (NRC 1996a)

“...The consideration of alternative energy sources in individual license renewal reviews will
consider those alternatives that are reasonable for the region, including power purchases from
outside the applicant’s service area....” (NRC 1996b)

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) considers the environmental impacts
of the proposed action (i.e., license renewal) and alternatives to the proposed action in
accordance with its National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) implementing regulations
when deciding whether to approve renewal of an applicant’s operating license [10 CFR
51.95(c)]. In this chapter, Nuclear Management Company, LLC (NMC) identifies
reasonable alternatives to renewal of the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
(PINGP) operating licenses and presents its evaluation of associated environmental
impacts. This chapter also includes descriptions of alternatives NMC considered but
determined to be unreasonable to consider in detail, and associated supporting
rationale.

NMC divided its alternatives discussion into two categories, “no-action” and “alternatives
that meet system generating needs.” In Section 7.1, NMC addresses the “no-action
alternative” in terms of the potential environmental impacts of not renewing the PINGP
operating licenses, independent of any actions taken to replace or compensate for the
loss of generating capacity. In Section 7.2, NMC describes feasible alternative actions
that could be taken, which NMC also considers to be elements of the no-action
alternative, and presents other alternatives that NMC does not consider to be
reasonable. Section 7.3 presents environmental impacts for the reasonable
alternatives.

The environmental impact evaluations of alternatives presented in this chapter are not
intended to be exhaustive. Rather, the level of detail and analysis rely on NRC'’s
decision-making standard for license renewal, as follows:
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“...the NRC staff, adjudicatory officers, and Commission shall determine whether
or not the adverse environmental impacts of license renewal are so great that
preserving the option of license renewal for energy planning decision makers
would be unreasonable” [10 CFR 51.95(c)(4)].

Therefore, NMC generally structured the analyses to provide enough information to
support NRC decision-making by demonstrating whether an alternative would have a
smaller, comparable, or greater environmental impact than the proposed action. This
approach is consistent with the Council on Environmental Quality regulations, which
provide that the consideration of alternatives (including the proposed action) be
adequately addressed so reviewers may evaluate their comparative merits

[40 CFR 1502.14(b)].

NMC characterizes environmental impacts in this chapter using the same definitions of
SMALL, MODERATE, and LARGE used in Chapter 4 of this Environmental Report (ER)
and by NRC in its Generic Environmental Impact Statement for License Renewal of
Nuclear Plants (GEIS) (NRC 1996a). In Chapter 8, NMC presents a summary
comparison of environmental impacts of the proposed action and alternatives.
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7.1 NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE

NMC considers the no-action alternative addressed in this ER to be a scenario in which
NRC does not renew the current PINGP operating licenses, PINGP ceases operation
and is decommissioned, and Xcel Energy or others take appropriate action to replace or
compensate for the loss of generating capacity. Section 7.1.1 addresses potential
environmental impacts of terminating operations and decommissioning exclusive of
actions to replace power from PINGP. NMC discusses alternatives for replacing or
compensating for the loss of generating capacity in Section 7.2 of this ER.

7.1.1 TERMINATING OPERATIONS AND DECOMMISSIONING

In the event the NRC does not renew the PINGP operating licenses, NMC assumes the
units would be operated until their current licenses expire in 2013 and 2014, then
decommissioned in accordance with NRC requirements. Decommissioning denotes the
safe removal from service of a nuclear generating facility and the reduction of residual
radioactivity to a level that permits release of the property for unrestricted or restricted
use, and termination of the license [10 CFR 50.2]. NMC assumes PINGP would be
decommissioned for unrestricted use. The two decommissioning options typically
selected for U.S. reactors are (NRC 2002a):

* immediate decontamination and dismantlement (DECON), and

» safe storage of the stabilized and defueled facility for a period of time followed by
decontamination and dismantlement (SAFSTOR).

Regardless of the option chosen, decommissioning methods would be described in the
post-shutdown decommissioning activities report, which must be submitted to NRC
within two years following cessation of operations [10 CFR 50.82(a)(4)].
Decommissioning activities, in accordance with 10 CFR 50.82(a)(3), must be completed
within 60 years after operations cease (NRC 1996a). Related NRC requirements
ensure that the decommissioning activities, when defined, would be subject to required
environmental reviews in accordance with NEPA [10 CFR 50.82, 10 CFR 51.53(d)].

In the GEIS, the NRC provides a summary of decommissioning activities, generic
environmental impacts of the decommissioning process, and an evaluation of potential
changes in impact that could result from deferring decommissioning for up to 20 years
(NRC 1996a). This GEIS analysis is based on a 1988 generic environmental impact
evaluation of decommissioning, NUREG-0586 (NRC 1988), which uses the 1,175-
megawatt electric (MWe) Trojan Nuclear Plant, as representative of decommissioning
activities for pressurized water reactor, the reactor type used at PINGP (Section 3.1.1 of
this ER).

The NRC concluded from the GEIS generic evaluation that decommissioning would
have SMALL impacts with respect to radiation dose, waste management, air quality,
water quality, socioeconomic impacts and ecological resources, and that impacts would
not be significantly greater as a result of the proposed action (NRC 1996a, 10 CFR 51).
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Considering the information presented in the GEIS and the fact that the PINGP has
smaller reactors than the GEIS reference plant, NMC considers the NRC’s generic
evaluation and associated conclusions in the GEIS bound PINGP for purposes of this
ER. The NRC has updated the 1988 generic environmental impact evaluation of
decommissioning on which the GEIS is based. This update, Supplement 1 to NUREG-
0586, expanded the original analysis by addressing impacts of dismantling structures,
systems, and components required to operate the reactor and also considered
characteristics of plants currently operating in the U.S. (NRC 2002a). Of the 23
environmental issues evaluated in this updated analysis, the NRC concluded that the
following were site-specific: impacts on land use from offsite activities; impacts on
aguatic and terrestrial ecology and cultural and historic resources from activities beyond
operational areas; impacts on threatened and endangered species; and environmental
justice impacts. The NRC concluded that all of the remaining issues were generic with
SMALL impacts (NRC 2002a).

Based on its review of Supplement 1 to NUREG-0586, NMC considers these generic
conclusions to be appropriate for PINGP for purposes of this ER. With respect to those
environmental issues identified as site-specific:

* NMC has no reason at this time to believe that PINGP decommissioning would
involve land use disturbance off-site or beyond current operational areas.

* Decommissioning activities would be subject to substantial environmental reviews as
noted above.

* No significant historic or archeological resources that exist on the site would be
disturbed during decommissioning (Section 2.10 of this ER).

* The closest minority or low-income population to PINGP is located adjacent to
PINGP, the Prairie Island Indian Community (PIIC), and is the only minority or low-
income population (as defined by NRC) in the Dakota, Goodhue, and Pierce County
area (Table 2.5-2 and Figure 2.5-2 of this ER).

* Only three threatened, endangered, or candidate species are known to occur at the
PINGP site (Section 2.3.3 of this ER), for which the following are decommissioning
impact considerations:

o0 Peregrine falcons (state-threatened) successfully nest on the PINGP Unit
1 Containment Building. Removal of the containment building would
eliminate one of only 25 successful nesting sites that currently exist in the
State. Adverse impacts could be noticeable, but not destabilizing (i.e.,
MODERATE) in the absence of mitigation. However, NMC would work
with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MN DNR) to
provide alternative nesting habitat and ensure that adverse impacts would
be SMALL.
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o0 The paddlefish (state-threatened) was once common in the Mississippi
River from Lake Pepin downstream. Paddlefish are still found in these
areas and are occasionally collected during fish population studies. NMC
expects that termination of PINGP operations and decommissioning would
not involve activities beyond current operational areas. NMC assumes
there would be little or no opportunity for significant adverse impacts on
this species from decommissioning.

0 The Higgins eye pearlymussel (Federal and state-endangered) is a small
to medium-sized freshwater mussel. Itis found in rivers in areas of deep
water and moderate currents. Because termination of PINGP operations
and decommissioning would not involve activities beyond current
operational areas, NMC assumes there would be little or no opportunity for
significant adverse impacts on this species from decommissioning.

NMC notes that decommissioning activities and their impacts are not discriminators
between the proposed action and the no-action alternative. License renewal would only
postpone decommissioning for 20 years, and NRC has established in the GEIS that the
timing of permanent cessation of plant operations does not substantially influence the
environmental impact of decommissioning. NMC adopts by reference the NRC findings
that the impacts of delaying decommissioning until after the license renewal terms
would be SMALL (10 CFR 51).

Environmental impacts that could result more directly from terminating plant operations
(e.g., from cessation of thermal effluents, reduced property tax payments, workforce
reductions) are not in the scope of the analyses presented in Chapter 7 of the GEIS or
in Supplement 1 to NUREG-0586, but are discussed in Section 8.4 of the GEIS and in
the latter document (NRC 2002a). With the potential exception of ecological resources
and socioeconomics, the NRC'’s generic evaluation of these issues indicates that
environmental impacts of terminating operations would be SMALL (NRC 1996a). Based
on its review of the discussion in these documents and information presented in this ER,
NMC considers NRC’s generic evaluation and conclusions in Section 8.4 of the GEIS to
be appropriate for PINGP. With particular respect to ecological resources and
socioeconomics impacts:

* NMC expects that termination of PINGP operations would have little, if any, adverse
effect on ecological resources, considering occurrence and habitat affinities of
threatened or endangered species (Section 2.3 of this ER), the small significance of
current operational impacts (Chapter 4 of this ER), and the expectation that
transmission lines from PINGP addressed in this ER would continue to be used
(Section 3.1.4 of this ER).

* NMC notes that terminating PINGP operations would result in a decrease in tax
revenues to local jurisdictions 20 years sooner than if the PINGP operating licenses
are renewed. Property tax payments attributable to PINGP represent more than
30 percent of the operating budget for the City of Red Wing (Section 2.7 and
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Table 2.7-1 of this ER) and, by NRC criteria, losses greater than 20 percent have
destabilizing impacts on the governments involved (NRC 2002a).

In consideration of the above, NMC concludes that terminating operations and
decommissioning PINGP could result in SMALL impacts on ecological resources and
LARGE socioeconomic impacts from loss of tax revenues by the City of Red Wing

20 years earlier than would occur if the PINGP operating licenses were renewed. NMC
further concludes that terminating operations and decommissioning PINGP would result
in SMALL impacts with respect to the remaining resource areas evaluated, providing
little or no basis for discriminating between the proposed action and the no-action
alternative. The environmental impacts of replacement options considered in

Section 7.3 of this ER provide additional information useful for evaluating the relative
environmental merits of the proposed action versus the no-action alternative.

7.1.2 REPLACEMENT CAPACITY

PINGP is a baseload facility, providing a net baseload capacity of 1,044 MWe (NMC
2005) and in 2006 generated approximately 8.1 terawatt-hours of electricity (EIA 2006).
This power, equivalent to the energy used by approximately 800,000 residential
customers, would be unavailable to Xcel Energy’s customers if the PINGP operating
licenses were not renewed. If the PINGP operating licenses were not renewed, Xcel
Energy would need to build new baseload generating capacity, purchase power, or
reduce baseload power requirements through demand reduction to ensure they meet
the electric power requirements of their customers. Replacement options discussed in
Section 7.2 include purchasing power, building new generating facilities, delaying
retirement of non-nuclear assets, and reducing power requirements through demand
reduction.
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7.2  ALTERNATIVES THAT MEET SYSTEM GENERATING NEEDS

In Section 7.2.1, NMC provides background information pertinent to the identification
and selection of alternatives available to replace PINGP baseload generation.
Alternatives NMC considers to be reasonable are described in Section 7.2.2.
Section 7.2.3 describes other alternatives NMC evaluated and rationale for not

considering them further in this ER.
7.2.1

7.2.1.1

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

Current and Projected Generating Capability and Utilization

Current and anticipated future electric power generating capability and utilization are
indicative of the technical and economic viability of technologies for generating
electricity, and therefore of potential alternatives to replace baseload power produced
by PINGP. In 2005, electric generators in Minnesota had a total generating capacity of
12,105 MWe. This capacity includes units fueled by coal (45.0 percent), natural gas
(26.1 percent), nuclear (13.4 percent), other renewables (7.9 percent), petroleum

(6.1 percent), hydroelectric (1.5 percent), and other (0.1 percent). In 2005, the electric
industry in Minnesota provided approximately 53.0 terawatt-hours of electricity. Actual
utilization of generating capacity in Minnesota was dominated by coal (62.1 percent),
followed by nuclear (24.2 percent), natural gas (5.2 percent), other renewables

(5.0 percent), petroleum (1.5 percent), hydroelectric (1.5 percent), and other (0.6
percent) (EIA 2007). Figures 7.2-1 and 7.2-2 illustrate Minnesota’s electric industry
generating capacity and utilization, respectively.

Other
Renewables
8%

Other 0.1%

Hydroelectric
2%

Coal 45%

Natural Gas
26%

Petroleum
6%

FIGURE 7.2-1. 2005 MINNESOTA
GENERATING CAPACITY BY
FUEL TYPE (EIA 2007)

Other
Renewables
5%

Other 0.6%
Hydroelectric
2%

Nuclear 24%

Coal 62%

Natural Gas
5%

Petroleum

2%

FIGURE 7.2-2. 2005 MINNESOTA
GENERATION BY FUEL TYPE
(EIA 2007)
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Comparison of generating capacity with actual utilization of this capacity indicates that
coal and nuclear are used by electric generators in Minnesota substantially more
relative to their capacity than either petroleum-fired or gas-fired generation. This
condition reflects the relatively low fuel cost and baseload suitability for nuclear power
and coal-fired plants, and relatively higher use of petroleum and gas-fired units to meet
peak loads. The use of petroleum and gas-fired units to meet peak loads is indicative of
higher cost and greater air emissions associated with gas and petroleum firing.

Capacity from renewable resources is limited and utilization can vary substantially
depending on resource availability.

Insight regarding Minnesota’s future generation portfolio can be gained from U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) Energy Information Agency (EIA) projections for the
nation and the Mid-Continent Area Power Pool (MAPP) region, which includes
Minnesota and all or part of surrounding states and two Canadian provinces (Manitoba
and Saskatchewan) (MAPP 2007). Nationally, coal-fired generation is expected to
remain the predominant source of electricity through 2025 and the relative amount of
generation from natural gas and coal is expected to increase. Aggregate generation
from nuclear plants is expected to remain near present levels with no new facilities
expected in the MAPP region. Generation from renewable sources is expected to
exhibit relatively slow growth because of the relatively low costs of fossil-fired
generation and because competitive electricity markets favor less capital-intensive
technologies (EIA 2004a, EIA 2004b).

Projected increases in capacity and generation in the MAPP region for the 2004-2010
and 2004-2025 periods (EIA 2004Db) are illustrated by the following selective summary
tabulation:

MAPP Projected Capacity Increase MAPP Projected Generation Increase
2004-2010 2004-2025 2004-2010 2004-2025

Source MW % MW % Source GWh % GWh %
Coal Steam - 40 -1 5,240 45 Coal 14,380 78 53,300 85
Nuclear 0 0 0 0 Nuclear 110 1 110 <1
Combined Cycle 210 7 620 5 Natural Gas 890 5 5,140 8
Combustion 1,750 62 4,730 41 Petroleum -30 <1 860 1

Turbine/Diesel

Renewables 810 29 950 8 Renewables 2970 16 3,530 5
All Sources 2,810 11,610 All Sources 18.320 62,940

As indicated by this data summary, EIA projects there will be no appreciable change in
nuclear capacity or generation the MAPP region. No coal-fired capacity additions are
projected in the MAPP region in the 2004-2010 period, but in 2004-2025 most capacity
addition is from coal-fired units; by far the greatest increase in generation during both
periods is expected to be from coal. Combustion turbine/diesel and combined cycle
together represent significant projected capacity additions in both periods, but the
increase is predominantly peaking capacity because most is from combustion
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turbine/diesel units (likely to be nearly all combustion turbines), and the contribution to
projected generation from natural gas and petroleum, typical combustion turbine fuels,
is low.

EIA projects a greater relative increase in capacity and generation from renewables in
MAPP than is projected nationally through 2025. This is particularly true in the 2004-
2010 period, when its contribution to generation increases is expected to exceed that of
natural gas. This phenomenon is mostly the result of ongoing and projected
development of regional wind-conversion facilities, which are projected to account for
approximately 90 percent or more of renewable capacity and generation in the 2004-
2010 and 2004-2025 periods (EIA 2004b). Minnesota has the potential to develop wind
energy resources, particularly in the Buffalo Ridge area in the southwestern part of the
state (MDC 2006).

The MAPP regional information above does not include predictions based on legislation
recently signed by the Governor of Minnesota. The Next Generation Energy Act of
2007 establishes statewide greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals of 15 percent by
2015, 30 percent by 2025, and 80 percent by 2050. Additional legislation signed earlier
in the year also requires Minnesota’s electric utilities to provide 25 percent of the
electricity generated to be from renewable sources by 2025 (Office of the Governor
2007). This required reduction in greenhouse gas emissions and increased generation
requirements from renewable sources may preclude the development of additional coal-
fired capacity as described above and replace that generating capacity with renewable
sources.

7.2.1.2 Effects of Electric Power Industry Restructuring

The U.S. electric power industry began its transition from a regulated monopoly
structure to a competitive retail market with the passage of the Federal Energy Policy
Act of 1992 and associated state initiatives. As summarized by the EIA, the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Order 888 requires that all public utilities
provide open access to their transmission lines, and functionally separate their
wholesale power services and transmission services, and encourage the creation of
independent system operators to ensure independence in transmission operations (EIA
2005). Order 889 prevents public utility power marketing organizations from having
preferential access to transmission information, and requires that such information be
equally shared with transmission customers. FERC Order 2000 encouraged all
transmission owners to voluntarily allow operation of their transmission assets by
independent Regional Transmission Operators to improve market performance and
equal access (FERC 2002).

In the wake of these federal initiatives and upon approval of the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission (MPUC), Minnesota’s investor-owned utilities, including Xcel
Energy, have joined the Midwest Independent System Operators (MISO), and have
transferred functional control (but not ownership) of their transmission facilities to MISO,
the operations of which are subject to FERC approval (MDC 2004).
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Sixteen states and the District of Columbia have fully implemented their legislation and
commission orders and currently allow full retail access for all customers. However, no
state has passed restructuring legislation since June of 2000, when the California and
western power crisis was just beginning. Six states that passed restructuring legislation
later delayed, repealed, or indefinitely postponed implementation. A total of 34 states
have repealed, delayed, suspended, or limited retail access or are no longer
considering retail access (VSCC 2006).

Minnesota has not enacted major restructuring initiatives. Rather, Minnesota and most
states in MAPP region have retained the traditional regulatory model in which electric
utilities are comprehensively regulated to ensure reliable electric service within pre-
determined utility service territories (MDC 2004). In this context, Xcel Energy, through a
regulated operating subsidiary (NSP), provides a comprehensive portfolio of energy
related products and services in Minnesota, including generation, purchase,
transmission, distribution, and sale of electricity; purchase, distribution and sale of
natural gas to retail customers; and transport of customer-owned natural gas (Xcel
Energy 2006a). Xcel Energy’s service area in Minnesota is located predominantly in the
southern part of the state from St. Cloud southward, including the Minneapolis-St. Paul
Metropolitan area (Xcel Energy 2006b). Its Minnesota power generating facilities are
also located in the southern part of the state (Xcel Energy 2006c).

Results of the utility restructuring initiatives discussed above are reflected in increases
in the non-utility share of new electric generating capacity and generation. These
increases are lower than national averages in Minnesota, which retains a traditional
regulatory structure. Nonetheless, non-utility share of capacity in the state increased
from 6.2 percent during 1990 to 12.9 percent in 2005. The non-utility share of
generation increased from 3.5 percent to 11.7 percent in this same period (EIA 2007).

In the regulatory environment described above, and as specifically provided by
Minnesota statute (Minnesota Statute 216B.37, 216B.04), Xcel is obligated to ensure
the electric power needs of customers in its service area are met and to take
appropriate action (e.g., power purchase, development of new generation capacity) to
accommodate any shortfall in available power resulting from a decision by NRC to not
renew the PINGP operating license. These actions would be undertaken in the context
of planning and permitting requirements and activities of the MPUC, Minnesota
Environmental Quality Board (MEQB), and various other state agencies, including the
following:

* Integrated Resource Plan - Regulated utilities submit to the MPUC for approval
biennial integrated resource plans projecting future resource needs and providing
analysis and proposals to reduce and manage energy demand and develop new
generating facilities (MDC 2006).

* Transmission Plan - Transmission-owning utilities in the state collaboratively identify
inadequacies in the state’s transmission system and propose solutions biennially
(MDC 2006).
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» Certificate of Need (CON) - Development in Minnesota of electric power generating
plants having a capacity of 50 MW or more, high voltage transmission lines with a
capacity of 200 kilovolts (kV) or more, and major natural gas pipelines (i.e., those
having an operating pressure over 200 pounds per square inch (psi) and instate
length of more than 50 miles) requires MPUC approval either by issuance of a CON
or other means (e.g., integrated resource plan approval). The CON process includes
an initial review of the project with respect to environmental impacts and alternatives,
including conservation and renewable alternatives (MDC 2006).

» Site/Route Permit - Development in Minnesota of electric power generating
equipment with a capacity of 50 MW or more, large wind energy conversion systems
(combination of wind turbines with a capacity of 5 MW or more) and, regardless of
length, transmission lines operating at 100 kV or more and natural gas pipelines
more than 6 inches in diameter operating at pressures more than 275 psi are
required to obtain a site or route permit from MEQB. This process entails detailed
environmental review, analysis of alternatives, and opportunity for public input (MDC
2006).

* Other Environmental Approvals - A variety of additional permits and approvals from
other federal, state, and local entities also may be required to develop electrical
energy facilities in Minnesota.

7.2.1.3 Mixture of Generating Sources

NRC indicated in the GEIS that, while many methods are available for generating
electricity and a huge number of combinations or mixes can be assimilated to meet
system needs, such expansive consideration would be too unwieldy given the purposes
on the alternative analysis. Therefore, NRC determined that a reasonable set of
alternatives should be limited to analysis of single discrete electrical generation sources
and only those electric generation technologies that are technically reasonable and
commercially viable (NRC 1996a). Consistent with the NRC determination, NMC has
not evaluated mixes of generating sources. However, the impacts from coal- and gas-
fired generation presented in this chapter would bound the impacts from any
combination of the two technologies.

7.2.2 REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES

In view of the background information presented in Section 7.2.1 and additional
information presented in this section, NMC considers that purchased power and
development of new generating capacity represented by modern natural gas combined-
cycle and pulverized coal-fired steam power generation technologies are reasonable
alternatives to replace PINGP baseload generating capacity in the event its operating
licenses are not renewed. NMC describes these alternatives in the following
subsections as reasonable hypothetical scenarios for analysis without regard to whether
they would be developed by Xcel Energy or others.
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The following sections present purchased power (Section 7.2.2.1), gas-fired generation
(Section 7.2.2.2) and coal-fired generation (Section 7.2.2.3) as reasonable alternatives
to license renewal. Section 7.2.3 discusses reduced demand and presents the basis for
concluding that it is not a reasonable alternative to license renewal. Section 7.2.3 also
discusses other alternatives that NMC has determined are not reasonable and the
bases for these determinations.

NMC analyzed locating hypothetical new coal- and gas-fired units at the existing PINGP
site and at an undetermined green field site. NMC concluded that sufficient room would
not be available at the PINGP site for new construction. Locating hypothetical units at a
greenfield site has, therefore, been applied to the representative coal- and gas-fired
units.

For comparability, NMC selected gas- and coal-fired units of equal electric power
capacity. One unit with a net capacity of 1,044 MWe could be assumed to replace the
1,044-MWe PINGP net capacity. However, industry experience indicates that, although
custom size units can be built, using standardized sizes is more economical. For
example, standard-sized units include a gas-fired combined-cycle plant of 520 MWe net
capacity (Chase and Kehoe 2000). Two of these standard-sized units would have
1,040 MWe net capacity. For comparability, NMC set the net power of the coal-fired
unit equal to the gas-fired plant (1,040 MWe). Although this provides slightly less
capacity than the existing units, it ensures against overestimating environmental
impacts from the alternatives.

It must be emphasized, however, that these are hypothetical scenarios. Xcel Energy
does not have plans for such construction.

7.2.2.1 Purchased Power

Most Minnesota utilities rely on electricity generated outside of Minnesota to meet their
customer’s needs, and in some manner all of them, including Xcel Energy, use the
regional grid to import power at various times. However, many major transmission lines
into and out of Minnesota are nearing operational limits, which could affect reliability in
the future and impede the ability to import power if additional transmission infrastructure
is not developed. These problems are recognized by state and regional transmission
planning organizations and mechanisms are in place to identify and address
transmission constraints affecting system reliability (MDC 2004). Therefore, NMC
assumes purchased power would be a reasonable alternative to replace power lost in
the event the PINGP operating licenses are not renewed, but could involve additional
environmental impacts resulting from the need to increase transmission capability into
the state.

Technologies that would be used to generate the purchased power are a matter of
conjecture but, based on the discussion of Minnesota capacity and utilization data and
national and region projections, NMC considers that the most likely candidates would be
coal-fired and nuclear sources during off-peak periods and gas-fired sources during on-
peak periods, probably supplemented by power from renewable sources, particularly
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wind-conversion facilities. Because of the size of the block of baseload capacity
supplied by PINGP, construction of additional baseload generating capacity using one
or more of these technologies would likely be required even under the power purchase
scenario. Such construction could occur within or outside of Minnesota. Therefore, a
power purchase alternative would likely not eliminate the need to construct replacement
baseload capacity, but rather shift it to another region. Accordingly, the impacts of
power purchase alternative would be expected to be similar to the impacts of baseload
alternatives analyzed in Section 7.3.2 and 7.3.3 of this ER.

In view of constraints in the existing transmission infrastructure, Xcel Energy expects
that substantial additions to either the 500-kV or 345-kV transmission systems in the
Upper Midwest would be required to import power into Minnesota in amounts that would
replace generation from PINGP. Specific plans for such additional transmission would
entail detailed studies beyond the scope or purpose of this ER. However, for purposes
of analysis, NMC assumes that 100 miles of new 345-kV transmission line(s) using a
150-foot wide right-of-way (ROW) would be needed in the Upper Midwest, assumed for
analysis to be located in southern Minnesota south of the Twin Cities metropolitan area,
the state’s main load center, in an area roughly bounded by existing 345-kV lines
entering the state from the south.

The location and design of the transmission line would be subject to substantial
environmental restrictions and review, including site permit review and opportunity for
public participation. Therefore, NMC assumes it would be sited, developed, and
operated in accordance with all applicable environmental requirements and in a manner
that ensures adverse environmental impacts would not be destabilizing with respect to
resources of concern.

7.2.2.2 Gas-Fired Generation

For purposes of this analysis, NMC assumed development of a modern natural gas-
fired combined-cycle plant with design characteristics similar to those being planned or
developed elsewhere in Minnesota could be configured to replace power currently
generated by PINGP. The Mankato Power Plant, developed by Calpine Corporation to
generate baseload power for Xcel Energy near the city of Mankato, approximately 50
miles southwest of the Twin Cities, Minnesota, meets these general criteria. NMC used
selected plant characteristics as described in the environmental assessment for that
facility (MEQB 2004) as a main source of information for the representative plant
characteristics. NMC assumes that the representative plant would be located at a
greenfield site. Table 7.2-1 presents the basic gas-fired alternative characteristics.

The assumed representative plant consists of two combined cycle units each consisting
of steam combustion turbines (CTs) with an associated heat recovery steam generator
(HRSG) that supply steam to a steam turbine generator. Net generating capacity of
each combined cycle unit is approximately 520 MW, for a total of 1,040 MW for the
representative plant. Although capacity of the representative plant is slightly less than
that of PINGP (1,044 MW), it is nonetheless reasonably comparable for purposes of this
ER.
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NMC assumes for conservatism that the representative plant would use natural gas as
its only fuel. However, the facility could reasonably be constructed with the capability to
fire oil as backup fuel for use during high demand or higher cost periods for natural gas,
thus improving fuel supply capabilities and operating cost. Based on the information
presented in Table 7.2-1, total annual heat input from natural gas would be
approximately 48,700,000 million British thermal units, corresponding to an annual
natural gas consumption of approximately 48.3 billion cubic feet.*

Avalilability of sufficient capacity from existing natural gas transmission infrastructure in
Minnesota to supply the plant in 2013 is conjectural. NMC notes that only a limited
number of natural gas generation facilities can be added to the existing system without
significant upgrades (MDC 2006). However, the Minnesota Department of Commerce
(MDC) indicates that, while existing infrastructure is near capacity, there is a potential
for more natural gas supplies becoming available within the state as long as liquefied
natural gas displaces natural gas supplies consumed in other parts of the country, and
there appears to be adequate supplies available to meet projected demand for some
time beyond 2025 (MDC 2006). In view of these considerations, NMC expects that the
representative plant would likely contribute to the need for major gas supply
infrastructure in the state, but assumes that no such major improvements would be
needed.

NMC estimates that the representative plant with associated support facilities would
occupy approximately 41 acres (TtNUS 2007a). Additional land could be needed as
buffer from adjacent land uses. For example, the NRC estimates that 110 acres would
be required for a 1,000 MW plant (NRC 1996a). NMC assumes that the representative
plant would be located at a greenfield site. Offsite infrastructure needed for the
representative plant could reasonably include a natural gas supply pipeline,
transmission line, and a rail spur.

NMC assumes for this assessment that construction of the gas-fired plant would be
timed to enable its operation in 2013 when the first PINGP operating license expires.
NMC estimates that the plant would be constructed in approximately 3 years with a
peak onsite workforce of approximately 629 workers, and that a permanent full-time
workforce of approximately 35 persons would operate the plant (TtINUS 2007a).

7.2.2.3 Coal-Fired Generation

NRC has routinely evaluated coal-fired generation alternatives for nuclear plant license
renewal. In the GEIS Supplement for McGuire Nuclear Station (NRC 2002b), NRC
analyzed 2,400 MWe of coal-fired generation capacity. NMC has reviewed the NRC
analysis, considers it to be sound, and notes that it analyzed more generating capacity
than the 1,040 MWe discussed in this analysis. In defining the PINGP coal-fired

1 Annual Natural Gas Requirement (Btu) = [Natural Gas Heat Input] x [Heating Value of Fuel] = [Total Gross
Capability (542 MW) x Number of Units (2) x Heat Rate (6,040 Btu/kW-hour) x 1,000 kW/MW x Capacity Factor
(0.85) x 8,760 hriyr]. Therefore: Natural Gas Heat Input = 4.872 x 10" Btu/yr, or 4.872 x 10’ MMBtu/yr. Volume of
gas required per year = Annual Natural Gas Requirement (Btu/yr) x [Heating Value of Fuel (1 scf/1,008 Btu)] =
4.833 x 10" scflyr, or 48.3 billion scf/yr. Table 7.2-1 lists all necessary parameters and values.
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alternative, NMC has used site- and Minnesota-specific input and has applied the NRC
analysis, where appropriate.

Specific coal generating technologies that would represent viable alternatives in 2013
and 2014 when the PINGP operating licenses expire are less certain than for a natural
gas-fired plant, particularly in view of potentially higher air emissions compared to
natural gas firing. NMC notes that integrated gasification combined-cycle (IGCC)
technology could be viable based on potential development of the Mesaba Energy
Project. The Mesaba Energy Project is an IGCC facility with a capacity of
approximately 600 MW proposed for development in northern Minnesota (MDC 2004).
However, the Mesaba facility would be the largest capacity IGCC facility constructed to
date in the U.S and represents technology that is not yet fully demonstrated
commercially at the size proposed. IGCC demonstration plants to date have been
much smaller (MDC 2004). Given these circumstances, the long-term reliability of
IGCC may not be known at the point a decision needs to be made regarding
replacement of PINGP capacity. Xcel Energy recognizes modern pulverized coal-fired
steam units with advanced, clean-coal technology air emission controls as currently
proven technology that is economically competitive and commercially available in large-
capacity unit sizes that could effectively replace PINGP. In the future, an IGCC with
carbon sequestration technology might achieve lower emissions, but effective carbon
sequestration technology currently does not exist. Therefore, NMC uses a
representative plant of this type for purposes of impact evaluation, noting that air
emissions impacts of IGCC may be lower than modern pulverized coal, but likely would
be comparable to or higher than the gas-fired combined-cycle alternative (DOE 1999).

The representative plant consists of two commercially available standard-sized units
having a nominal net output of approximately 520 MW each, for a total of 1,040 MW,
comparable to PINGP’s net capacity of 1,044 MW. Table 7.2-2 presents the basic coal-
fired alternative emission control characteristics. NMC based its emission control
technology and percent control assumptions on alternatives that the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) has identified as being available for minimizing emissions
(EPA 1998a). NMC assumes that the representative plant would be located at a
greenfield site.

Table 7.2-2 lists basic specifications for the plant. Based on this information, annual
coal consumption for the facility would be approximately 4.7 million tons?. The
representative plant would be designed to meet applicable standards with respect to
control of air and wastewater emissions. NMC estimates that approximately

64,700 tons of limestone could be needed annually to operate the scrubber assumed for
control of sulfur oxides (SOy) emissions.

NMC estimates that approximately 170 acres would be required to accommodate the
generating plant and related onsite ancillary and support facilities and infrastructure

2 Coal Combusted (tons/year) = Gross Capability (553 MW) x Number of Units (2) x Heat Rate (10,200 Btu/kilowatt-
hour) x 1,000 kilowatt/MW x 1/Fuel Heat Value (8,914 Btu/lb) x 0.0005 (ton/lb) x Capacity Factor (0.85) x 8,760
hriyear = 4.7 million tons/yr. All necessary parameters and values are provided in Table 7.2-1.
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(e.g., coal and limestone transport, storage, and handling facilities; switchyard and
onsite transmission lines; storage tanks; cooling towers; technical and administration
buildings; access roads; parking) (TtNUS 2007a). The extent to which these solid
wastes could be used beneficially is dependent on such factors as air emission control
design specifics and future demand. However, approximately 30 percent of the ash
from Xcel Energy coal-fired generating plants goes to such beneficial uses as concrete
products and roadbed material (Xcel Energy 2004a). Therefore, NMC assumes for
purposes of this ER that 30 percent of the ash from the representative coal-fired plant
would be beneficially used, and that the remainder of this air emission control waste
would be landfilled onsite. Assuming an average fill depth of 30 feet, approximately
180 acres would be required over an assumed 40-year plant life (TtNUS 2007b).
Therefore, the minimum total land requirement for the plant is assumed to be
approximately 350 acres. Additional land likely would be necessary to allow for a
peripheral buffer. For example, the NRC estimates that a total of 1,700 acres could be
required for a larger (1,000 MW) plant (NRC 1996a).

NMC assumes that construction of the coal-fired unit would be timed to enable its
operation when the first PINGP operating license expires in 2013, and estimates that
the plant could be constructed in approximately 5 years with peak onsite workforce of
approximately 1,700 workers. Depending on the level of automation, a permanent work
force of 120 full-time employees would likely be required to operate the plant (TtNUS
2007a).

7.2.2.4 Siting Considerations

Xcel Energy considers it unlikely that either of the representative plants would be
developed at the PINGP site because sufficient room would not be available to site the
new construction. Therefore, NMC assumes for purposes of this ER that the
hypothetical alternative would be located at a greenfield site in southern Minnesota
generally south of the Twin Cities. The choice of a specific location for the plant would
require detailed studies and analysis beyond the scope or necessity for this ER.
However, NMC notes that Northern States Power (NSP) has recently considered areas
generally south of the Twin Cities (e.g., at Mankato and in the Rosemount area, near
the Mississippi River immediately southeast of the Twin Cities metropolitan area), as
potentially favorable for siting natural gas-fired or coal-fired power plants for new
generation.

NMC has made the following assumptions to reasonably define offsite infrastructure that
would be needed to locate either plant at a greenfield site. NMC assumes that 5 miles of
new natural gas supply pipeline would be needed to supply the gas-fired plant and

10 miles of new rail would be required for delivery of coal and limestone to the coal-fired
plant. In addition, NMC assumes 5 miles of new 345-kV transmission line would be
needed to connect to the grid. NMC assumes that the supply pipeline would require a
30-foot wide ROW, a rail spur would require a 50-foot wide ROW, and the transmission
line would occupy a 150-foot wide ROW.
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As indicated by discussion elsewhere in this ER, the location and design of either
alternative plant and associated offsite infrastructure would be subject to substantial
environmental restrictions and review, including MEQB site permit review and
opportunity for public participation. Therefore, NMC assumes the representative plant
and associated offsite infrastructure would be sited, developed, and operated in
accordance with all applicable environmental requirements and in a manner that
ensures adverse environmental impacts would not be destabilizing with respect to
resources of concern.

7.2.3 OTHER ALTERNATIVES

This section identifies alternatives that NMC has determined are not reasonable and the
NMC bases for these determinations. NMC accounted for the fact that PINGP is a
base-load generator and that any feasible alternative to PINGP would also need to be
able to generate base-load power. In addition to coal-fired and natural gas-fired
generation, the NRC evaluated several other generation technologies in the GEIS
(NRC 1996a). NMC has considered these options as potential alternatives to continued
operation of PINGP and determined them to be unreasonable on the basis of
economics, high land-use impacts, low capacity factors, geographic limitations,
insufficiently developed technology, or other significant reasons.

7.2.3.1 Demand Side Management

Under provisions of Minnesota Statute 216B.241, Minnesota public utilities, rural electric
cooperatives, and municipal utilities are required to invest 1.5 percent of in-state
revenues in projects designed to reduce their customers’ consumption of electricity and
improve efficient use of energy resources. Utilities that operate nuclear generating
facilities like PINGP are required to invest 2.0 percent of revenues in this manner. Cost
of this program, which is administered by the MDC, is recovered from utility customers
(MDC 2006). Each utility is required to submit to the MDC for approval an annual
conservation improvement plan (CIP) which details its energy-saving programs (MDC
2006). Within certain limits as specified under Minnesota Statute 216B.241, the MDC
may specifically direct utilities like Xcel Energy in regards to investments and
expenditures to be made for energy conservation.

In this context, Xcel Energy has in place a wide variety of electrical energy conservation
(i.e., demand-side management, or DSM) programs and activities, including:

* Conservation Programs — programs like Xcel Energy’s Energy Solutions newsletter
and internet-based information resources designed to educate and inform customers
about energy efficiency and Xcel Energy offerings.

* Energy Efficiency Programs — programs like ConservationWise from Xcel Energy*™
that help customers increase energy efficiency by providing rebates, pricing, or other
incentives to purchase energy efficient systems or components (e.g., boilers, air
conditioning systems, lighting, motors); renovate facilities that meet specific energy
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efficiency standards (e.g., roofing); undertake energy conservations assessments;
and obtain expert energy conservation design assistance.

* Load Management Programs — programs such as OperationWise from Xcel
Energy™" that encourage customers to switch load to customer-owned standby
generators during periods of peak demand, and include features like Saver’'s Switch®
that encourage customers to allow a portion of their load to be interrupted during
periods of peak demand.

Details of Xcel Energy DSM programs are provided in its most recent CIP.

In Xcel Energy’s 2004 Integrated Resource Plan, Xcel Energy established the DSM
goals for the 2005-2019 planning period. This plan established aggressive targets of
3,773 gigawatt-hours (GWh) of cumulative energy savings and 1,063 MW of cumulative
peak demand savings in Xcel Energy’s service area over this period (Xcel Energy
2004b).

Recent legislation, the Next Generation Energy Act of 2007, signed in May of 2007 by
the Governor of Minnesota, introduces reforms to the existing DSM programs in
Minnesota (Office of the Governor 2007). This legislation includes a provision for
utilities to reduce electricity demand by 1.5 percent per year. It also transitions the CIP
program from a spending program to an energy savings program. These reforms are
expected to double the amount of electricity saved (MDC 2007).

NMC notes that even if these aggressive annual DSM savings targets required by the
CIP and the Next Generation Energy Act of 2007 were achieved, the cumulative
savings through 2013 would be insufficient to replace generation lost as a result of
PINGP operations termination at the end of its current operating licenses. Moreover,
Xcel Energy credits these DSM goals from the CIP in its demand forecasts, which
indicate the need for substantial amounts of energy to meet obligations in its service
area even assuming the PINGP operating license is renewed. In addition, DSM tends to
reduce peak demand, and has less effect on reducing demand for baseload capacity.
Therefore, NMC concludes that DSM does not represent a meaningful alternative to
renewal of the PINGP operating license.

7.2.3.2 Wind

Wind power, by itself, is not suitable for large base-load generation. As discussed in
Section 8.3.1 of the GEIS, wind has a high degree of intermittence, and average annual
capacity factors for wind plants are relatively low (less than 30 percent). Wind power, in
conjunction with energy storage mechanisms, might serve as a means of providing
base-load power. However, current energy storage technologies are too expensive for
wind power to serve as a large base-load generator.

Based on American Wind Energy Association (AWEA) estimates from 2005, Minnesota
has the technical potential (the upper limit of renewable electricity production and
capacity that could be brought online, without regard to cost, market acceptability, or
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market constraints) for roughly 75,000 MWe of installed wind power capacity. The full
exploitation of wind energy is constrained by a variety of factors including land
availability and land-use patterns, surface topography, infrastructure constraints,
environmental constraints, wind turbine capacity factor, wind turbine availability, and
grid availability. When these constraints on wind energy development are considered,
the achievable wind energy potential is expected to fall in the range of 20-40 percent of
technical potential estimates or 15,000 - 30,000 MWe. As of the end of 2005 a total of
744 MWe of wind energy had been developed in Minnesota (AWEA 2006).

Wind farms, the most economical wind option, generally consist of 10-50 turbines in the
1-3 MWe range. Estimates based on existing installations indicate that a utility-scale
wind farm would occupy about 50 acres per MWe of installed capacity (McGowan &
Connors 2000). Wind farm facilities would occupy 3 to 5 percent of the wind farm’s total
acreage (McGowan and Connors 2000). Therefore, replacement of PINGP generating
capacity with wind power, even assuming ideal wind conditions, would require about
149,000 acres (230 square miles) of which about 4,500 acres (7 square miles) would be
occupied by turbines and support facilities. Based on the amount of land needed to
replace PINGP, the wind alternative would require a large green field site, which would
result in a large environmental impact. Additionally, wind plants have aesthetic impacts,
generate noise, and can harm flying birds and bats.

The scale of this technology is too small to directly replace a power plant of the size of
PINGP, capacity factors are low (30 to 40 percent), and the land requirement (7 square
miles) is large. The expected increase in wind energy generation will likely meet the
additional renewable generation required by the Next Generation Energy Act of 2007
and not be available to replace base-load generation. Therefore, NMC has concluded
that wind power is not a reasonable alternative to PINGP license renewal.

7.2.3.3 Solar

By its nature, solar power is intermittent. In conjunction with energy storage
mechanisms, solar power might serve as a means of providing base-load power.
However, current energy storage technologies are too expensive to permit solar power
to serve as a large base-load generator. Even without storage capacity, solar power
technologies (photovoltaic and thermal) cannot currently compete with conventional
fossil-fueled technologies in grid-connected applications, due to high costs per kilowatt
of capacity (NRC 1996a). However, Xcel Energy’s portfolio includes purchased power
of 8 megawatts of solar.

The amount of solar radiation that Minnesota receives ranges from 4.0 kilowatt hours
per square meter per day in the northeast part of the state to nearly 5.0 kilowatt hours
per square meter per day in the southwest corner (NREL 2006). Estimates based on
existing installations indicate that utility-scale plants would occupy about 7.4 acres per
MWe for photovoltaic and 4.9 acres per MWe for solar thermal systems (DOE 2004).
Utility-scale solar plants have only been used in regions, such as southern California,
that receive high concentrations (5 to 7.2 kilowatt hours per square meter per day) of
solar radiation. NMC believes that a utility-scale solar plant located in Minnesota, which
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receives 4.0 to 5.0 kilowatt hours of solar radiation per square meter per day, would
occupy about 10.62 acres per MWe for photovoltaic and 7.03 acres per MWe for solar
thermal systems. Therefore, replacement of PINGP generating capacity with solar
power would require dedication of about 16,000 acres (26 square miles) for photovoltaic
and 26,000 acres (41 square miles) for solar thermal systems. The existing PINGP site
is approximately 578 acres. Neither type of solar electric system would fit at the PINGP
site, and both would have large environmental impacts at a greenfield site.

NMC has concluded that due to the high cost, limited availability of sufficient incident
solar radiation, and amount of land needed (approximately 26 to 41 square miles), solar
power is not a reasonable alternative to PINGP license renewal.

7.2.3.4 Hydropower

According to the U.S. Hydropower Resource Assessment for Minnesota (Francfort
1996), there are no sites in Minnesota that would be environmentally suitable for a large
hydroelectric facility. As the GEIS points out in Section 8.3.4, hydropower's proportion
of United States generating capacity is expected to decline because hydroelectric
facilities have become difficult to site as a result of public concern over flooding,
destruction of natural habitat, and alteration of natural river courses.

The GEIS estimates land use of 1,600 square miles per 1,000 MWe for hydroelectric
power. Based on this estimate, replacement of PINGP generating capacity would
require flooding approximately 1,700 square miles, resulting in a large impact on land
use. Further, operation of a hydroelectric facility would alter aquatic habitats above and
below the dam, which would impact existing aquatic communities.

NMC has concluded that due to the lack of suitable sites in Minnesota for a large
hydroelectric facility and the amount of land needed (approximately 1,700 square miles)
hydropower is not a reasonable alternative to PINGP license renewal.

7.2.3.5 Geothermal

As illustrated by Figure 8.4 in the GEIS (NRC 1996a), geothermal plants might be
located in the western continental United States, Alaska, and Hawaii, where
hydrothermal reservoirs are prevalent. However, because there are no high-
temperature geothermal sites in Minnesota, NMC concludes that geothermal is not a
reasonable alternative to PINGP license renewal.

7.2.3.6 Wood Energy

As discussed in the GEIS (NRC 1996a), the use of wood waste to generate electricity is
largely limited to those states with significant wood resources. The pulp, paper, and
paperboard industries in states with adequate wood resources generate electric power
by consuming wood and wood waste for energy, benefiting from the use of waste
materials that could otherwise represent a disposal problem. According to the U.S.
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Department of Energy, Minnesota does not have enough wood resources to replace the
generating capacity of PINGP (Walsh et al. 2000).

Further, as discussed in Section 8.3.6 of the GEIS (NRC 1996a), construction of a
wood-fired plant would have an environmental impact that would be similar to that for a
coal-fired plant, although facilities using wood waste for fuel would be built on a smaller
scale. Like coal-fired plants, wood-waste plants require large areas for fuel storage,
processing, and waste (i.e., ash) disposal. Additionally, operation of wood-fired plants
has environmental impacts, including impacts on the aquatic environment and air.
Wood has a low heat content that makes it unattractive for base-load applications. Itis
also difficult to handle and has high transportation costs.

NMC has concluded that, due to inadequate resources, the lack of an environmental
advantage, low heat content, handling difficulties, and high transportation costs, wood
energy is not a reasonable alternative to PINGP license renewal.

7.2.3.7 Municipal Solid Waste

As discussed in Section 8.3.7 of the GEIS (NRC 1996a), the initial capital costs for
municipal solid waste plants are greater than for comparable steam turbine technology
at wood-waste facilities. This is due to the need for specialized waste separation and
handling equipment.

The decision to burn municipal solid waste to generate energy is usually driven by the
need for an alternative to landfills, rather than by energy considerations. The use of
landfills as a waste disposal option is likely to increase in the near term; however, it is
unlikely that many landfills will begin converting waste to energy because of unfavorable
economics.

Estimates in the GEIS suggest that the overall level of construction impacts from a
waste-fired plant should be approximately the same as that for a coal-fired plant.
Additionally, waste-fired plants have the same or greater operational impacts (including
impacts on the aquatic environment, air, and waste disposal). Some of these impacts
would be moderate, but still larger than the environmental effects of PINGP license
renewal.

NMC has concluded that, due to the high costs and lack of environmental advantages,
burning municipal solid waste to generate electricity is not a reasonable alternative to
PINGP license renewal.

7.2.3.8 Other Biomass-Derived Fuels

In addition to wood and municipal solid waste fuels, there are several other concepts for
fueling electric generators, including burning energy crops, converting crops to a liquid
fuel such as ethanol (ethanol is primarily used as a gasoline additive), and gasifying
energy crops (including wood waste). As discussed in the GEIS, none of these
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technologies has progressed to the point of being competitive on a large scale or of
being reliable enough to replace a base-load plant such as PINGP.

Further, estimates in the GEIS suggest that the overall level of construction impacts
from a crop-fired plant should be approximately the same as that for a wood-fired plant.
Additionally, crop-fired plants would have similar operational impacts (including impacts
on the aquatic environment and air). These systems also have large impacts on land
use, due to the acreage needed to grow the energy crops.

NMC has concluded that, due to the high costs and lack of environmental advantage,
burning other biomass-derived fuels is not a reasonable alternative to PINGP license
renewal.

7.2.3.9 Petroleum

Minnesota has several petroleum(oil)-fired power plants; and from 1990 to 2005 the
percentage share of power produced by oil-fired generating plants decreased from 9.0
percent to about 5.9 percent (EIA 2007). However, oil-fired generation represents a
small portion of the overall generation mix in Minnesota and is more expensive than
nuclear or coal-fired generation. Future increases in petroleum prices are expected to
make oil-fired generation increasingly more expensive than coal-fired generation. Also,
construction and operation of an oil-fired plant would have environmental impacts. For
example, Section 8.3.11 of the GEIS (NRC 1996a) estimates that construction of a
1,000-MWe oil-fired plant would require about 120 acres. Additionally, operation of oil-
fired plants would have environmental impacts (including impacts on the aquatic
environment and air) that would be similar to those from a coal-fired plant.

NMC has concluded that, due to the high costs and lack of obvious environmental
advantage, oil-fired generation is not a reasonable alternative to PINGP license
renewal.

7.2.3.10 Fuel Cells

Fuel cell power plants are in the initial stages of commercialization. While more than
700 large stationary fuel cell systems have been built and operated worldwide, the
global stationary fuel cell electricity generating capacity in 2004 was only 132 MWe. In
addition, the largest stationary fuel cell power plant is only 11 MWe (Fuel Cell Today
2003 and 2005). Recent estimates suggest that a company would have to produce
about 100 MWe of fuel cell stacks annually to achieve a price of $1,000 to $1,500 per
kilowatt (Kenergy Corporation 2000). However, the production capability of the largest
stationery fuel cell manufacturer is 50 MWe per year (CSFCC 2002). NMC believes this
technology has not matured sufficiently to support production for a facility the size of
PINGP. NMC has concluded that, due to cost and production limitations, fuel cell
technology is not a reasonable alternative to PINGP license renewal.
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7.2.3.11 Advanced Nuclear Reactor

Increased interest in the development of advanced nuclear power plants has been
expressed recently by members of both industry and government. However, it is
extremely unlikely that a replacement for the PINGP could be planned, licensed,
constructed, and on line by the time the operating licenses expire in 2013 and 2014.
Further, there is currently a moratorium in Minnesota on the construction of new nuclear
plants. In addition, a new nuclear plant would have environmental impacts similar to
those for PINGP but would also incur the new construction impacts. Therefore,
constructing a new nuclear plant would not be expected to be environmentally superior
to the continued operation of PINGP.

7.2.3.12 Delayed Retirement of Existing Non-nuclear Units

As the NRC noted in the GEIS (NRC 1996a), extending the lives of existing non-nuclear
generating plants beyond the time they were originally scheduled to be retired
represents another potential alternative to license renewal. However, delaying
retirement in order to compensate for PINGP generally would be unreasonable without
major construction to upgrade or replace plant components. Xcel Energy undertakes
upgrades of its older baseload plants in cases where it is reasonable to do so. Such
actions are currently accounted for in Xcel Energy’s plans to meet anticipated demands
irrespective of the loss of generating capacity if the PINGP operating license is not
renewed and, therefore, do not represent a realistic option. In addition, NMC expects
that the environmental impacts of implementing such upgrades and operating the
upgraded plants are reasonably bounded by assessments presented in this chapter for
the gas-fired and coal-fired alternatives.
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7.3 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF ALTERNATIVES

NMC evaluations of environmental impacts for the feasible replacement power
alternatives are presented in the following sections. Section 7.3.1 provides NMC’s
impact assessment of the purchased power alternative. Sections 7.3.2 and 7.3.3
address impacts associated with the natural gas-fired and coal-fired plant alternative,
respectively. Chapter 8 presents a summary comparison of the environmental impacts
of license renewal and the alternatives discussed in this section.

The evaluations presented below focus on the impacts specific to these alternatives.
Impacts associated with terminating operations and decommissioning PINGP (i.e., base
case, Section 7.1.1 of this ER) are expected to be of SMALL significance for all
resource areas addressed except socioeconomics; therefore, these generally are not
further discussed. However, conclusions expressed below regarding the significance of
impact for each alternative denote the total expected impact for each resource area,
inclusive of the base case. The influence of the base case on these conclusions is
noted where appropriate.

The new generating plants addressed in Sections 7.3.2 and 7.3.3 would not be
constructed only to operate for the period of extended operation of PINGP. Therefore,
NMC assumes for this analysis a typical design life of 30 years for the combined-cycle
natural gas-fired plant and 40 years for the coal-fired plant, and considers impacts
associated with operation for the entire design life of the units in this analysis. As
discussed in Section 7.2, NMC assumes that construction of these plants would be
phased to provide replacement capacity in 2013 and 2014 when respective PINGP
operating licenses expire.

7.3.1 PURCHASED POWER

Because it would be replacing PINGP’s baseload capacity, NMC assumes that the
generating technology used under the power purchase alternative would likely be coal-
fired or gas-fired generation capable of baseload operation. Further, because of the
large block of baseload power provided by PINGP, NMC assumes that if power
purchases were used to replace this power over the twenty year replacement term,
construction of new generation would still be required, albeit potentially in another state,
region or Canada. Therefore, NMC assumes that the generation-related impacts
associated with a power purchase alternative would be similar to those evaluated in
Sections 7.3.2 and 7.3.3 of this ER. NMC is also adopting by reference the NRC
analysis of the environmental impacts from those technologies. Under the purchased
power alternative, environmental impacts would still occur, but they would likely
originate from a power plant located elsewhere in Minnesota, the region, the U.S., or
Canada. However, for purposes of comparative analysis, NMC assumes that overall
generation-associated adverse impacts would be no greater than are identified in this
ER for the representative gas-fired and coal-fired plant alternatives.

Environmental impacts associated with terminating operations and decommissioning
PINGP nonetheless could result in LARGE adverse socioeconomic impacts to the City
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of Red Wing from loss of tax revenues 20 years earlier than would occur if the PINGP
operating license is renewed. Terminating operations and decommissioning PINGP
could result in SMALL impacts to the peregrine falcon and paddlefish, a state-listed
threatened species, and SMALL impacts to the Higgins eye pearlymussel, a Federal
and state-endangered species.

NMC assumes that 100 miles of new 345-kV transmission line on a 150-foot wide ROW
in southern Minnesota, potentially affecting approximately 1,800 acres, would be
required to import purchased power. Considering the nature of transmission line
development and mitigation available, impacts of greatest concern are those related to
changes in land use, terrestrial ecological communities, and aesthetics.

Land use and terrestrial ecological habitats in the region where it is assumed the line
would be built consists predominantly of rural agricultural land interspersed in some
areas with natural vegetation (e.g., forested tracts, wetlands). Therefore, NMC expects
these land uses and ecological habitats, which are abundant in the region, would be
most affected by transmission line development. Development of the transmission line
would limit changes in future land uses on the ROW to those that are compatible with
the line, but most agricultural practices and other currently compatible uses could
continue.

Establishment of ROW for the transmission line(s) would have little effect on either the
amount or value of habitat represented by agricultural land, the predominant habitat
expected on lands traversed by these facilities, because compatible agricultural
practices could continue. Similarly, open wetlands would be spanned and therefore
minimally affected. Depending on route specifics, clearing of forest and shrubland,
some of which may qualify as wetland, would also be required. However, hydrologic
regimes of wetlands would not be appreciably affected and the conversion of ROW
areas currently in forest to open (herbaceous and shrub) habitats can be advantageous
to species with affinities for remnant prairie habitats, now rare in the area of interest.

Some visual impairment of the rural landscape would result from development of the
transmission line. However, the topography throughout most of southern Minnesota is
rolling, and forested tracts occur in some parts of the area. Both of these attributes
would act to reduce the viewshed and limit potential for impairment of visual aesthetics.
In addition, the presence of transmission line is not out of character for the existing rural
southern Minnesota landscape.

Finally, NMC expects that routing of the line could be accomplished such that highly
incompatible land uses, important habitats and associated important species, and areas
of potentially high impact on visual aesthetics would be recognized and avoided or
appropriately mitigated such that important attributes of these resources would not be
destabilized.

On the basis of these considerations, NMC concludes that the associated impacts of the
transmission line development and operation would be SMALL to MODERATE with
respect to land use, ecological resources, and aesthetics. Transmission line
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development could result in LARGE adverse socioeconomic impacts to the City of Red
Wing from loss of tax revenues 20 years earlier than would occur if the PINGP
operating license is renewed. Impacts to remaining resources would be of SMALL
significance.

7.3.2 GAS-FIRED GENERATION

NRC evaluated environmental impacts from gas-fired generation alternatives in the
GEIS, focusing on combined-cycle plants. Section 7.2.2.2 presents NMC'’s reasons for
defining the gas-fired generation alternative as a combined-cycle plant on a greenfield
site.

In the GEIS Supplement for McGuire Nuclear Station (NRC 2002b), NRC evaluated the
environmental impacts of constructing and operating five 482 MWe combined-cycle
gas-fired units as an alternative to a nuclear power plant license renewal. NMC has
reviewed the NRC analysis, believes it to be sound, and notes that it analyzed more
generating capacity than the 1,040 MWe of net power discussed in this analysis.

7.3.2.1 Land Use

Although potential impacts on land use would be location specific and therefore
conjectural for a greenfield site, potentially affected areas are predominantly rural
agricultural land interspersed in some areas with natural vegetation (e.g., forested tracts
and wetlands). Based on information presented in Section 7.2.2.2 of this ER, NMC
expects plant development would involve conversion of approximately 41 acres of rural
agricultural land and/or natural plant communities abundant in the region to industrial
use. Development of offsite infrastructure (i.e., transmission line, gas pipeline), involving
approximately 110 acres of ROW, would similarly limit development of future
incompatible land uses but compatible land uses, including most agricultural practices,
could continue. Considering also that land use impacts would be addressed in siting
and designing these facilities, NMC concludes that land use impacts could range from
SMALL to MODERATE, depending on site-specific factors.

7.3.2.2  Air Quality

Natural gas is a relatively clean-burning fossil fuel that primarily emits nitrogen oxides
(NOy), a regulated pollutant, during combustion. A natural gas-fired plant would also
emit small quantities of sulfur oxides (SOy), particulate matter, and carbon monoxide, all
of which are regulated pollutants. Carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas, would also be
emitted. Control technology for gas-fired turbines focuses on NOy emissions. NMC
estimates the gas-fired alternative emissions to be as follows (TtNUS 2007b):

SOy = 83 tons per year
NOy = 312 tons per year

Carbon monoxide = 409 tons per year
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Filterable Particulates = 122 tons per year (all particulates are PMsj)

In 2005, Minnesota was ranked 25th nationally in sulfur dioxide (SO,) emissions

(EIA 2007). Therefore, the electric power plants in 24 states emitted more SO, than
those located in Minnesota. The acid rain requirements of the Clean Air Act
Amendments capped the nation’s SO, emissions from power plants. Each company
with fossil-fuel-fired units was allocated SO, allowances. To be in compliance with the
Act, the companies must hold enough allowances to cover their annual SO, emissions.
Xcel Energy would need to obtain SO, credits to operate a fossil-fuel-burning plant at
the greenfield site.

In 1998, the EPA promulgated the NOy State Implementation Plan (SIP) Call regulation
that required 22 states, including Minnesota, to reduce their NO, emissions by over 30
percent to address regional transport of ground-level ozone across state lines

(EPA 1998b). The NOy SIP Call imposes a NOy “budget” to limit the NOy emissions
from each state. To operate a fossil-fuel-fired plant at the greenfield site, Xcel Energy
would also need to obtain enough NOy credits to cover annual emissions either from the
set-aside pool or by buying NOy credits from other sources.

In addition, Minnesota is one of the states covered by the Clean Air Interstate Rule
(CAIR), designed to reduce air pollution that moves across state boundaries. The
CAIR, issued March 10, 2005, will permanently cap emissions of sulfur dioxide and
nitrogen oxides in the eastern United States when fully implemented (EPA 2006). The
CAIR is projected to reduce Minnesota'’s sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide emissions by
36 and 59 percent, respectively, by 2015. Minnesota must achieve the required
emission reductions of the CAIR, and Xcel Energy will have to comply with Minnesota’s
emission reduction program.

NOy effects on ozone levels, SO, allowances, and NOx emission offsets could all be
issues of concern for gas-fired combustion. While gas-fired turbine emissions are less
than coal-fired boiler emissions, and regulatory requirements are less stringent, the
emissions are still substantial. NMC concludes that emissions from the gas-fired
alternative at a greenfield site would noticeably alter local air quality, but would not
destabilize regional resources (i.e., air quality). Air quality impacts would therefore be
MODERATE.

7.3.2.3 Waste Management

The solid waste generated from this type of facility would be minimal. NMC concludes
that gas-fired generation waste management impacts would be SMALL.

7.3.2.4 Ecological Resources

Development of the representative plant at a greenfield site in southern Minnesota
would likely result in the loss of approximately 41 acres of terrestrial habitat for onsite
plant facilities, and modification of approximately 110 acres of existing offsite terrestrial
habitat for a new natural gas supply pipeline and transmission line ROW. Habitat most
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likely to be affected consists of rural agricultural land interspersed in some areas with
natural vegetation communities abundant in the region (e.g., forested tracts and
wetlands).

Impacts associated with transmission line and pipeline development would be similar to
those described in Section 7.3.1 for the transmission line(s) assumed to be needed for
the purchase power alternative.

The most significant potential impacts to aquatic communities relate to operation of the
cooling water system. However, the cooling system for the plant would be designed and
operated in compliance with the Clean Water Act (CWA), including National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) limitations for physical and chemical
parameters of potential concern and provisions of CWA Sections 316(a) and 316(b),
which are respectively established to ensure appropriate protection of aquatic
communities from thermal discharges and the location and operation of cooling water
intakes.

In view of these considerations and assumptions of this assessment, NMC expects that
impacts on ecological resources would not noticeably alter any important attribute of the
resource, particularly if located on agricultural lands, consistent with NRC’s definition of
SMALL impact significance. However, considering the uncertainties associated with
greenfield development, NMC concludes that impacts on ecological resources could be
of SMALL to MODERATE significance.

7.3.25 Socioeconomics

Major sources of potential socioeconomic impacts from the representative gas-fired
generation alternative include:

* temporary increases in jobs, economic activity, and demand for housing and public
services in communities surrounding the site during the construction period, and

* net change in permanent jobs, tax revenues, and economic activity attributable to gas-
fired plant operation and termination of PINGP operations.

Although the area south of Minneapolis is predominantly rural, it is within commuting
distance of relatively large population centers, including Minneapolis-St. Paul, Mankato,
and Rochester. Considering the proximity of these sources of labor and services, NMC
expects that most of the construction workforce would commute and relatively few
would relocate to small communities near the plant such that significant demand for
housing or public services would result. Associated socioeconomic impacts during
construction are therefore expected to be SMALL, regardless of plant location.
Considered together with impacts of the no action “base case” (terminating operations
and decommissioning PINGP), the greenfield siting alternative could result in LARGE
adverse socioeconomic impacts to the City of Red Wing from loss of tax revenues 20
years earlier than would occur if the PINGP operating licenses were not renewed. NMC
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concludes that overall socioeconomic impact of the representative plant at the assumed
greenfield site would be of MODERATE to LARGE significance.

7.3.2.6 Aesthetics

Potential aesthetic impacts of construction and operation of a gas-fired plant include
visual impairment resulting from the presence of a industrial facility and associated
ROWs, patrticularly 200-foot high exhaust stacks and condensate plume from the
cooling tower. However, the topography throughout most of southern Minnesota is
rolling and forested tracts are common in some areas. Both of these factors act to
reduce the viewshed and limit potential for impairment of visual aesthetics. NMC
assumes that adequate buffer and vegetation screens would be provided at the plant
site as needed to moderate visual and noise impacts. Considering also that the location
and design of the plant and associated offsite infrastructure would be decided with
consideration of potential adverse aesthetic effects, NMC concludes that aesthetic
impact could range from SMALL to MODERATE, depending on location.

7.3.2.7 Other Impacts

Cooling water intake and discharge flows, potable and service water use, and
wastewater discharges for the representative gas-fired plant would be substantially
lower than currently result from PINGP operation, due to less power derived from a
steam cycle, use of a closed-cycle cooling system, and smaller operating workforce.
Cooling water, wastewater, and stormwater discharges would be regulated under the
CWA and corresponding state programs by NPDES permit. Potential impacts on water
quality during construction would also be subject to regulatory controls.

Operation of the gas-fired alternative would generate only small quantities of municipal
and industrial waste, including spent catalyst used for NOy control, which would be
disposed of in accordance with applicable regulations at a permitted offsite disposal
facility.

NRC cites risk of accidents to workers and public risks (e.g., cancer, emphysema) from
the inhalation of toxics and particulates associated with air emissions as potential risks
to human health associated with the gas-fired generation alternative (NRC 1996a).
NMC assumes that regulatory requirements imposed on facility design and operations
under the authority of the Occupational Safety and Health Act, Clean Air Act, and
related statutes are designed to provide an appropriate level of protection to workers
and the public with respect to these risks.

The representative gas-fired plant and associated gas supply pipeline and transmission
line would be located with consideration of cultural resources, and NMC expects that
appropriate measures would be taken to avoid, recover or provide other mitigation for
loss of any resources discovered during onsite or offsite construction.
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NMC concludes that the potential adverse impacts of this alternative on water quality
and use, threatened and endangered species, human health, and cultural resources
would likely be SMALL.

7.3.3 COAL-FIRED GENERATION

NRC evaluated environmental impacts from coal-fired generation alternatives in the
GEIS (NRC 1996a). NRC concluded that construction impacts could be substantial,
due in part to the large land area required (which can result in natural habitat loss) and
the large workforce needed. NRC identified major adverse impacts from operations as
human health concerns associated with air emissions, waste generation, and losses of
aguatic biota due to cooling water withdrawals and discharges. The coal-fired
alternative that NMC has defined in Section 7.2.2.3 would be located at a greenfield
site.

7.3.3.1 Land Use

Although potential impacts on land use would be location specific and therefore
conjectural for a greenfield site, potentially affected areas are predominantly rural
agricultural land interspersed in some areas with natural vegetation (e.g., forested tracts
and wetlands) all of which are abundant in the region. NMC expects the total site would
consist of approximately 170 acres (TtNUS 2007a). Land uses would also be precluded
on 180 acres onsite for waste disposal (TtNUS 2007b). Offsite, an estimated 60 acres
of land would be converted to transportation use (rail spur) and 90 acres would be
converted to utility use (transmission line) (TtNUS 2007a). Similarly, development of
future incompatible land uses would be precluded on the transmission ROW, but
compatible land uses, including most agricultural practices, could continue. In view of
the large amount of land affected and the permanent land use change from the landfill,
NMC concludes that land use impacts would be clearly noticeable. Considering also the
assumption that environmental review, siting and design of these facilities would ensure
that land uses in affected areas would not be destabilized, NMC concludes that land
use impacts would be MODERATE.

7.3.3.2  Air Quality

A coal-fired plant would emit SOy, NOy, particulate matter, and carbon monoxide, all of
which are regulated pollutants. Non-regulated pollutants including carbon dioxide, a
greenhouse gas, and mercury, would also be emitted. As Section 7.2.1.1 indicates,
NMC has assumed a plant design that would minimize air emissions through a
combination of boiler technology and post-combustion pollutant removal. NMC
estimates the coal-fired alternative emissions to be as follows (TtNUS 2007b):

SO = 1,815 tons per year
NOy = 848 tons per year

Carbon monoxide = 1,178 tons per year
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Mercury = 0.2 tons per year
Particulates:
Total suspended particulates = 152 tons per year
PMsp (particulates having a diameter of less than 10 microns) = 35 tons per year

The Section 7.3.2.2 discussion of regional air quality is applicable to the coal-fired
generation alternative. SO, emission allowances, low NOy burners, overfire air, fabric
filters, and scrubbers are regulatory-imposed mitigation measures. As such, NMC
concludes that the coal-fired alternative would have MODERATE impacts on air quality;
the impacts would be noticeable and greater than those of the gas-fired alternative, but
would not destabilize air quality in the area.

7.3.3.3 Waste Management

NMC concurs with the GEIS assessment that the coal-fired alternative would generate
substantial amounts of solid waste. The coal-fired plant would annually consume
approximately 4,700,000 tons of coal with an ash content of 6.47 percent. After
combustion, 30 percent of this ash, approximately 91,000 tons per year, would be
marketed for beneficial reuse. The remaining ash, approximately 210,000 tons per
year, would be collected and disposed of onsite. In addition, approximately 77,000 tons
of scrubber sludge would be disposed of onsite each year (based on annual lime usage
of nearly 65,000 tons). NMC estimates that ash and scrubber waste disposal over a 40-
year plant life would require approximately 180 acres (a square area with sides of
approximately 2,800 feet). While only half this waste volume and acreage would be
attributable to the 20-year license renewal period alternative, the total numbers are
pertinent as a cumulative impact (TtNUS 2007b).

NMC contends that, with proper siting coupled with current waste management and
monitoring practices, waste disposal would not destabilize any resources. After closure
of the waste site and revegetation, the land would be available for other uses. For
these reasons, NMC contends that waste management for the coal-fired alternative
would have MODERATE impacts; the impacts of increased waste disposal would be
noticeable, but would not destabilize any important resource, and further mitigation
would be unwarranted.

7.3.3.4 Ecological Resources

Development of the representative coal-fired plant at a greenfield site in southern
Minnesota would likely result in the loss of 350 acres of terrestrial habitat for onsite plant
facilities and air emission control waste landfill, loss of approximately 60 acres of offsite
habitat for the rail line, and modification of 90 acres of offsite terrestrial habitat for a new
transmission line to serve the plant. While the amount of habitat affected would be
larger, the nature of impacts would be the same as described for the gas-fired
alternative (Section 7.3.2).
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The most significant potential impacts to aquatic communities relate to operation of the
cooling water system, but regulatory controls would be expected to ensure appropriate
protection of aquatic communities from thermal discharges and cooling water intake
structures. In addition, because the plant is assumed to use closed-cycle cooling, the
cooling water intake and discharge flows would be lower than that of PINGP, the impact
from which is considered to be SMALL.

For the same reasons provided with respect to the gas-fired alternative, NMC concludes
that impacts on ecological resources from the representative coal-fired plant could be of
SMALL to MODERATE significance for the greenfield site option.

7.3.3.5 Socioeconomics

Major sources of potential socioeconomic impacts from the representative coal-fired
generation alternative include:

 temporary increases in jobs, economic activity, and demand for housing and public
services in communities surrounding the site during the construction period, and

* net change in permanent jobs, tax revenues, and economic activity attributable to gas-
fired plant operation and termination of PINGP operations.

As indicated for the gas-fired alternative, NMC expects that socioeconomic impacts
from construction to be SMALL regardless of location. Considered together with impacts
of the no action “base case” (terminating operations and decommissioning PINGP), the
greenfield siting alternative could result in LARGE adverse socioeconomic impacts to
the City of Red Wing from loss of tax revenues 20 years earlier than would occur if the
PINGP operating licenses were not renewed. NMC concludes that the overall
socioeconomic impact of the representative plant at the greenfield site would be of
MODERATE to LARGE significance.

7.3.3.6 Aesthetics

Potential aesthetic impacts of construction and operation of a coal-fired plant include
visual impairment resulting from the presence of a industrial facility, particularly a 500-
foot high exhaust stack and condensate plume from the cooling tower. However, the
topography throughout most of southern Minnesota is rolling and forested tracts are
common in some areas. Both of these factors act to reduce the viewshed and limit
potential for impairment of visual aesthetics from onsite and offsite infrastucture. NMC
assumes that adequate buffer and vegetation screens would be provided at the plant
site as needed to reduce visual and noise impacts. Considering also that the location
and design of the plant and associated offsite infrastructure would be decided with
consideration of potential adverse aesthetic effects, NMC concludes that aesthetic
impact could range from SMALL to MODERATE, depending on location.

ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION Page 7-32



Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
License Renewal Application
Appendix E - Environmental Report

7.3.3.7 Other Impacts

NMC expects that cooling water intake and discharge flows, potable and service water
use, and wastewater discharges for the representative coal-fired plant, which has a
closed-cycle cooling system would be lower than current PINGP operations, the impact
from which is considered to be small. Cooling water, wastewater, and stormwater
discharges would be regulated under the CWA and corresponding state programs by
NPDES permit. Potential impacts on water quality during construction would also be
subject to regulatory controls.

In the GEIS, NRC cites risk of accidents to workers and public risks (e.g., cancer,
emphysema) from the inhalation of toxics and particulates associated with air emissions
as potential risks to human health associated with the coal-fired generation alternative
(NRC 1996a). NMC assumes that regulatory requirements imposed on facility design
and operations under the authority of the Occupational Safety and Health Act, Clean Air
Act, and related statutes are designed to provide an appropriate level of protection to
workers and the public with respect to these risks.

The representative coal-fired plant and associated transmission line would be located
with consideration of cultural resources, and NMC expects that appropriate measures
would be taken to avoid, recover or provide other mitigation for loss of any resources
discovered during onsite or offsite construction.

NMC concludes that the potential adverse impacts of this alternative on water quality
and use, human health, threatened and endangered species, and cultural resources
would likely be SMALL.
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TABLE 7.2-1
GAS-FIRED ALTERNATIVE

Characteristic

Basis

Unit size = 520 MWe ISO rating net®

Unit size = 542 MWe ISO rating gross®

Number of units = 2

Fuel type = natural gas

Fuel heating value = 1,008 Btu/ft®

Fuel SO, content = 0.0034 Ib/MMBtu

NOy control = selective catalytic reduction (SCR)

Fuel NO, content = 0.0128 Ib/MMBtu

Fuel CO content = 0.0168 Ib/MMBtu

Fuel PMy content = 0.005 Ib/MMBtu
Heat rate = 6,040 Btu/kWh
Capacity factor = 0.85

a.

Manufacturer’s standard size gas-fired combined-
cycle plant that is < PINGP net capacity -
1,044 MWe

Calculated based on 4 percent onsite power
Assumed

Assumed

2004 value for gas used in Minnesota (EIA 2007)
EPA 2000, Table 3.1-2a

Selected for NO, emissions control in the feasibility
study (UE 2002)

Typical for large SCR-controlled gas fired units
(EPA 2000)

Typical for large SCR-controlled gas fired units
(EPA 2000)

EPA 2000, Table 3.1-2a
(Chase and Kehoe 2000)
Assumed based on performance of modern plants

The difference between “net” and “gross” is electricity consumed onsite.

International Standards Organization rating at standard atmospheric conditions of 59°F,

60 percent relative humidity, and 14.696 pounds of atmospheric pressure per square inch

Btu = British thermal unit

CcO = carbon monoxide

ft3 = cubic foot

ISOrating =

kwWh = kilowatt hour

Lb = pound

MM = million

MWe = megawatt electric

NOy = nitrogen oxides

PMio = particulates having diameter of 10 microns or less
SCR = selective catalytic reduction
Sox = sulfur oxides

< = less than or equal to
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TABLE 7.2-2
COAL-FIRED ALTERNATIVE

Characteristic

Basis

Unit size = 520 MWe ISO rating net®

Unit size = 553 MWe ISO rating gross®
Number of units = 2

Boiler type = tangentially fired, dry-bottom
Fuel type = sub-bituminous, pulverized coal
Fuel heating value = 8,914 Btu/lb

Fuel ash content by weight = 6.47 percentb
Fuel sulfur content by weight = 0.44 percent
Uncontrolled NO, emission = 7.2 |b/ton

Uncontrolled CO emission = 0.5 Ib/ton
Heat rate = 10,200 Btu/kWh

Capacity factor = 0.85

NO, control = low NO, burners, overfire air and

selective catalytic reduction (95 percent
reduction)

Particulate control = fabric filters (baghouse-
99.9 percent removal efficiency)

SO, control = Wet scrubber - lime (95 percent

removal efficiency)

a.
b.

Calculated to be < PINGP net capacity — 1,044
MWe

Calculated based on 6 percent onsite power
Assumed

Minimizes nitrogen oxides emissions (EPA 1998a)
Typical for coal used in Minnesota

2004 value for coal used in Minnesota (EIA 2007)
2001 value for coal used in Minnesota (EIA 2007)
2002 value for coal used in Minnesota (EIA 2007)

Typical for pulverized coal, tangentially fired,
dry-bottom, NSPS (EPA 1998a)

Typical for pulverized coal, tangentially fired, dry-
bottom, NSPS (EPA 1998a)

Typical for coal-fired, single-cycle steam turbines
(EIA 2002)

Typical for large coal-fired units

Best available and widely demonstrated for
minimizing NO, emissions (EPA 1998a)

Best available for minimizing particulate emissions
(EPA 1998a)

Best available for minimizing SO, emissions
(EPA 1998a)

The difference between “net” and “gross” is electricity consumed onsite.
The 2002 average percent ash for coal used in Minnesota is not available.

International Standards Organization rating at standard atmospheric conditions of 59°F,

60 percent relative humidity, and 14.696 pounds of atmospheric pressure per square inch

Btu =  British thermal unit

Cco = carbon monoxide

ISOrating =

kWh = kilowatt hour

NSPS = New Source Performance Standard
b = pound

MWe = megawatt

NOy = nitrogen oxides

SOy = oxides of sulfur

< = less than or equal to
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8.0 COMPARISON OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF LICENSE
RENEWAL WITH THE ALTERNATIVES

NRC

“To the extent practicable, the environmental impacts of the proposal and the alternatives should
be presented in comparative form...” 10 CFR 51.45(b)(3) as adopted by 51.53(c)(2)

Nuclear Management Company, LLC (NMC) presents its evaluations of the
environmental impacts associated with Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP)
operating license renewal (the proposed action) and those associated with selected
alternatives in Chapter 4 and Chapter 7 of this ER, respectively. In this chapter, NMC
provides a comparative summary of these impacts. The environmental impacts
comparison addresses Category 2 issues associated with the proposed action and
additional issues the U.S Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) identifies in the
Generic Environmental Impact Statement for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants (GEIS)
(NRC 1996, Section 8.1) as major considerations in an alternatives analysis. Inclusion
of these additional issues therefore established a basis for comparison of relevant
impacts among alternatives. NMC provides a comparative summary of its conclusions
regarding these issues in Table 8-1, and a more detailed comparison in Table 8-2.

As indicated in Tables 8-1 and 8-2, environmental impacts of the proposed action
(PINGP license renewal) are expected to be SMALL for all impact categories. In
contrast, NMC expects that socioeconomic impacts would be LARGE for the no-action
alternative (NRC decision not to renew the PINGP operating license), considered with
or without development of replacement generation facilities. Expected adverse
environmental impacts include the potential loss of substantial tax revenues by the City
of Red Wing, and Goodhue County from termination of PINGP operations 20 years
sooner than if its license is renewed. Notable adverse impacts in the areas of land use,
air quality, ecological resources, waste management, socioeconomics, and aesthetics
may result from replacement of PINGP generating capacity with an alternative
generating source, depending on the alternative selected.

In summary, NMC'’s analysis indicates that renewal of the PINGP operating licenses is
preferred from an environmental standpoint. With respect to NRC'’s decision-making
standard at 10 CFR 51.95(c)(4), the analysis supports a conclusion that the option of
renewing PINGP operating license should be preserved.
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TABLE 8-1

IMPACTS COMPARISON SUMMARY

No Action Alternatives

Proposed Action Base With Coal-Fired With Gas-Fired With Purchased
Impact (License Renewal) (Decommissioning) Generation Generation Power
Land Use SMALL SMALL MODERATE SMALL to SMALL to
MODERATE MODERATE
Water Quality SMALL SMALL SMALL SMALL SMALL
Air Quality SMALL SMALL MODERATE MODERATE MODERATE
Ecological SMALL SMALL SMALL to SMALL to SMALL to
Resources MODERATE MODERATE MODERATE
Threatened or SMALL SMALL SMALL SMALL SMALL
Endangered
Species
Human Health SMALL SMALL SMALL SMALL SMALL
Socioeconomics SMALL LARGE MODERATE to MODERATE to MODERATE to
LARGE LARGE LARGE
Waste SMALL SMALL MODERATE SMALL SMALL to
Management MODERATE
Aesthetics SMALL SMALL SMALL to SMALL to SMALL to
MODERATE MODERATE MODERATE
Cultural SMALL SMALL SMALL SMALL SMALL
Resources

SMALL - Environmental effects are not detectable or are so minor that they will neither destabilize nor noticeably alter any important attribute of the resource.
MODERATE - Environmental effects are sufficient to alter noticeably, but not to destabilize, any important attribute of the resource.

LARGE - Environmental effects are clearly noticeable and are sufficient to destabilize important attributes of the resource.
10 CFR 51, Subpart A, Appendix B, Table B-1, Footnote 3.
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TABLE 8-2

IMPACTS COMPARISON DETAIL

No-Action Alternatives

Proposed Action (License
Renewal)

Base
(Decommissioning)

With Coal-Fired
Generation

With Gas-Fired
Generation

With Purchased
Power

Alternative Descriptions

PINGP license renewal for
20 years beyond the
current expiration dates of
2013 and 2014 for Units 1
and 2, respectively.

Terminate operations and
decommission PINGP
following license expiration
in 2013 and 2014 for Units
1 and 2, respectively.
Adopting by reference
NRC impacts of
associated activities
provided in the GEIS
Chapter 7.

New construction at a
greenfield site.

New rail spur (60 acres)

New switchyard and
transmission lines

Two 520 MW (net)
tangentially-fired, dry
bottom unit; capacity
factor 0.85

New cooling water intake/
discharge system

Pulverized bituminous coal,
8,914 Btu/pound,;
10,200 Btu/kWh;
6.47% ash; 0.44% sulfur;
7.2 Ib/ton nitrogen oxides;
4.7 million tons coall/yr

New construction at a
greenfield site.

Construction of a new gas
pipeline and transmission
line disturbing as much as
110 acres. May require
upgrades to existing
pipelines.

New switchyard and
transmission lines

Two 520 MW (net)
(Combined-cycle turbines
to be used); capacity
factor 0.85

New cooling water intake/
discharge system

Natural gas, 1,008 Btu/ft>;
6,040 Btu/kWh;
0.0034 Ib sulfur/MMBtu;
0.0128 Ib NO,/MMBtu;
48.3 million ft* gas/yr

Would involve construction
of new generation capacity
in Minnesota or other
states.

Construct approximately 100
miles of transmission
lines.
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TABLE 8-2 (CONTINUED)

IMPACTS COMPARISON DETAIL

No Action Alternative

Proposed Action (License
Renewal)

Base
(Decommissioning)

With Coal-Fired
Generation

With Gas-Fired
Generation

With Purchased
Power

582 permanent and 103
long-term contract
workers

Low NOy burners, overfire
air and selective catalytic
reduction (95% NOx
reduction efficiency)

Wet scrubber —
lime/limestone
desulfurization system
(95% SOy removal
efficiency); 64,675 tons
limefyr

Fabric filters (99.9%
particulate removal
efficiency)

1,700 construction workers
and 120 permanent
workers (Section 7.2.2.3)

Selective catalytic reduction
with steam/water injection

629 construction workers
and 35 permanent
workers(Section 7.2.2.2)

Land Use Impacts

SMALL - Adopting by
reference Category 1
issue findings (Appendix
A, Table A-1, Issues 52,
53). Offsite land use
impacts as a result of
license renewal and
refurbishment would be
minimal as a result of
established land use
patterns (Section 4.14,
Issues 68 and 69).

SMALL — Not an impact
evaluated by GEIS (NRC
1996)

MODERATE - 350 acres
required for the
powerblock and waste
disposal. 150 acres
required for transmission
line and rail spur
(Section 7.3.3.1).

SMALL to MODERATE - 41
acres for facility; 110
acres for pipeline and
transmission line
(Section 7.3.2.1). New
gas pipeline would be built
to connect with existing
gas pipeline corridor.

SMALL to MODERATE —
transmission facilities
could be constructed to
avoid highly incompatible
land uses (Section 7.3.1).
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TABLE 8-2 (CONTINUED)
IMPACTS COMPARISON DETAIL

No Action Alternative

Proposed Action (License

Renewal)

With Coal-Fired
Generation

With Gas-Fired
Generation

Base
(Decommissioning)

With Purchased
Power

Water Quality Impacts

SMALL — Adopting by

reference Category 1
Issue findings (Appendix
A, Table A-1, Issues 1-3,
6-12, 14-16, and 31). Two
Category 2 groundwater
issues not applicable
(Section 4.2, Issues 35
and 39).

Under normal conditions

PINGP withdrawals do not
affect surface water and
groundwater quality or
conflict with water use
(Section 4.2, Issues 13,
33, and 34)

SMALL — Construction
impacts minimized by use
of best management
practices.

(Section 7.3.3.7)

SMALL — Adopting by
reference Category 1
issue finding (Appendix A,
Table A-1, Issue 89).

SMALL — Reduced cooling
water demands, inherent
in combined-cycle design
(Section 7.3.2.7)

SMALL- Impacts would be

similar to the impacts of
baseload alternatives
(Sections 7.3.2 and 7.3.3)

Air Quality Impacts

SMALL — Adopting by

reference Category 1
issue finding (Appendix A,
Table A-1, Issue 51). Air
quality impacts as a result
of refurbishment would be
temporary and localized
(Section 4.8, Issue 50).

MODERATE —
1,815 tons SO,/yr
848 tons NOu/yr
1,178 tons COlyr
152 tons TSP/yr
35 tons PMyolyr
0.2 tons Hglyr
(Section 7.3.3.2)

MODERATE —
83 tons SO,/yr
312 tons NOy/yr
409 tons COlyr
122 tons PMyolyr®
(Section 7.3.2.2)

SMALL — Adopting by
reference Category 1
issue findings
(Appendix A, Table A-1,
Issue 88)

MODERATE - Impacts
would be similar to the
impacts of baseload
alternatives (Sections
7.3.2 and 7.3.3)
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TABLE 8-2 (CONTINUED)
IMPACTS COMPARISON DETAIL

No Action Alternative

Proposed Action (License
Renewal)

With Coal-Fired
Generation

Base
(Decommissioning)

With Gas-Fired
Generation

With Purchased
Power

Ecological Resource Impacts

SMALL — Adopting by
reference Category 1 issue
findings (Appendix A,

Table A-1, Issues 15-24, 28-
30, 43, 45-48). Entrainment,
impingement, and heat
shock impacts are SMALL
(Section 4.3, Issue 25;
Section 4.4, Issue 26;
Section 4.5, Issue 27);
Refurbishment activities
would occur in locations
devoid of ecological
resources (Section 4.6,
Issue 40).

SMALL — Adopting by
reference Category 1 issue
finding (Appendix A, Table -
1, Issue 90)

SMALL to MODERATE —
500 acres could be required
for plant facilities and
ash/sludge disposal over 20-
year license renewal term.
(Section 7.3.3.4).

SMALL to MODERATE —
Construction of new facilities
could alter 41 acres and
new pipeline and
transmission line ROW
could impact 110 acres
(Section 7.3.2.4).

SMALL to MODERATE —
Impacts would be similar to
the impacts of baseload
alternatives (Sections 7.2.2
and 7.2.3)
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TABLE 8-2 (CONTINUED)

IMPACTS COMPARISON DETAIL

No Action Alternative

Proposed Action (License
Renewal)

Base
(Decommissioning)

With Coal-Fired
Generation

With Gas-Fired
Generation

With Purchased
Power

Threatened or Endangered Species Impacts

SMALL — Three state- or

federally-listed threatened
or endangered species
are known to occur in the
vicinity of the PINGP site
or along the transmission
corridors. A pair of
Peregrine falcons has
nested in a nest box on
the Unit 1 containment
dome since 1997.
Higgins' eye
pearlymussels have been
cultured and recently re-
introduced into lower Pool
4 and upper Pool 3.
Biologists conducting fish
population studies in
Sturgeon Lake over the
last several decades have
occasionally collected
individual paddlefish
(Section 4.7, Issue 49).

MODERATE — Removal of

the containment buildings
would eliminate one of
only 25 successful nesting
sites that currently exist in
the state. Adverse
impacts would be SMALL
with mitigation (Section
7.1.1).

SMALL — Federal and state

laws prohibit destroying or
adversely affecting
protected species and
their habitats.

SMALL — Federal and state

laws prohibit destroying or
adversely affecting
protected species and
their habitats.

SMALL — Federal and state

laws prohibit destroying or
adversely affecting
protected species and
their habitats.
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TABLE 8-2 (CONTINUED)
IMPACTS COMPARISON DETAIL

No Action Alternative

Proposed Action (License
Renewal)

Base
(Decommissioning)

With Coal-Fired
Generation

With Gas-Fired
Generation

With Purchased
Power

Human Health Impacts

SMALL — Adopting by
reference Category 1
issues (Appendix A, Table
A-1, Issues 54-56, 58, 61,
62).

Risk due to microbiological
organisms minimal
because the system
undergoes periodic
treatments to control
(Section 4.9, Issue 57)

Risk due to transmission-
line induced currents
minimal due to
conformance with
consensus code
(Section 4.10, Issue 59).

SMALL — Adopting by
reference Category 1
issue finding (Appendix A,
Table A-1, Issue 86)

SMALL — Adopting by
reference GEIS
conclusion that risks such
as cancer and
emphysema from
emissions are likely (NRC
1996)

SMALL — Adopting by
reference GEIS
conclusion that some risk
of cancer and emphysema
exists from emissions
(NRC 1996)

SMALL- Impacts would be
similar to the impacts of
baseload alternatives
(Sections 7.3.2 and 7.3.3)
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TABLE 8-2 (CONTINUED)

IMPACTS COMPARISON DETAIL

No Action Alternative

Proposed Action (License
Renewal)

Base
(Decommissioning)

With Coal-Fired
Generation

With Gas-Fired
Generation

With Purchased
Power

Socioeconomic Impacts

SMALL — Adopting by
reference Category 1
issue findings (Appendix
A, Table A-1, Issues 64,
67, 91).

Existing temporary and
permanent housing
available minimizes
potential for housing
impacts. (Section 4.11,
Issue 63).

Capacity of public water
supply and transportation
infrastructure minimizes
potential for related
impacts (Section 4.12,
Issue 65 and Section
4.15, Issue 70). The
refurbishment workforce
would not relocate families
due to the short duration
of the refurbishment
(Section 4.13, Issue 66).
License renewal and
refurbishment not
expected to influence area
land-use pattern, but
would continue beneficial
impact on county
(Section 4.14, Issues 68,
69).

LARGE - Large impacts
from the loss of tax
revenue for the City of
Red Wing (Section 7.1.1).

MODERATE to LARGE-

Proximity to large
population centers would
result in SMALL impacts
at the location of the
representative plant.
LARGE impacts from the
reduction in tax revenue
for the City of Red Wing
(Section 7.3.3.5).

MODERATE to LARGE—
Proximity to large
population centers would
result in SMALL impacts
at the location of the
representative plant.
LARGE impacts from the
reduction in tax revenue
for the City of Red Wing
(Section 7.3.2.5).

MODERATE to LARGE —
Impacts would be similar
to the impacts of baseload
alternatives (Sections
7.3.2 and 7.3.3)
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TABLE 8-2 (CONTINUED)

IMPACTS COMPARISON DETAIL

No Action Alternative

Proposed Action (License
Renewal)

Base
(Decommissioning)

With Coal-Fired
Generation

With Gas-Fired
Generation

With Purchased
Power

Waste Management Impacts

SMALL — Adopting by
reference Category 1 issue
findings (Appendix A,
Table A-1, Issues 77-85)

SMALL — Adopting by
reference Category 1 issue
finding (Appendix A,

Table A-1, Issue 87)

MODERATE - 210,000 tons
of coal ash per year and
77,000 tons of scrubber
sludge per year would
require 90 acres over 20-
year license renewal term.
Industrial waste generated
annually (Section 7.3.3.3).

SMALL — Almost no waste
generation (Section 7.3.2.3)

SMALL to MODERATE —
Impacts would be similar to
the impacts of baseload
alternatives (Sections 7.3.2
and 7.3.3)

Aesthetic Impacts

SMALL — Adopting by
reference Category 1 issue
findings (Table A-1,

Issues 72-74)

SMALL — Not an impact
evaluated by GEIS (NRC
1996)

SMALL to MODERATE —
The coal-fired power blocks
and the exhaust stacks
would be visible from a
moderate offsite distance
(Section 7.3.3.6).

SMALL to MODERATE —
Steam turbines and stacks
would create visual impacts
(Section 7.3.2.6).

SMALL to MODERATE —
Impacts would be similar to
the impacts of baseload
alternatives (Sections 7.3.2
and 7.3.3)

Cultural Resource Impacts

SMALL — No known impacts
to archeological or cultural
resources on PINGP site or
transmission line corridors
(Section 4.16, Issue 71).

SMALL — Not an impact
evaluated by GEIS
(NRC 1996)

SMALL — Impacts to cultural
resources would be avoided
(Section 7.3.2.7).

SMALL — Impacts to cultural
resources would be avoided
(Section 7.3.3.7).

SMALL — Impacts would be
similar to the impacts of
baseload alternatives
(Sections 7.3.2 and 7.3.3)

SMALL - Environmental effects are not detectable or are so minor that they will neither destabilize nor noticeably alter any important attribute of the resource.
MODERATE Environmental effects are sufficient to alter noticeably, but not to destabilize, any important attribute of the resource. 10 CFR 51, Subpart A, Appendix B, Table

B-1, Footnote 3.

LARGE - Environmental effects are clearly noticeable and are sufficient to destabilize important attributes of the resource.

Btu =  British thermal unit
ft® = cubic foot

gal = gallon

GEIS =

kW-h = kilowatt-hour

Ib = pound

MM = million

Generic Environmental Impact Statement (NRC 1996)

a. All TSP for gas-fired alternative is PMo.

MW
NOy
PMio
SHPO
SOy
TSP

yr

megawatt
nitrogen oxide
particulates having diameter less than 10 microns
State Historic Preservation Officer
oxides of sulfur

total suspended particulates

year
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9.0 STATUS OF COMPLIANCE

9.1 PROPOSED ACTION

NRC

“The environmental report shall list all federal permits, licenses, approvals and other entitlements
which must be obtained in connection with the proposed action and shall describe the status of
compliance with these requirements. The environmental report shall also include a discussion of
the status of compliance with applicable environmental quality standards and requirements
including, but not limited to, applicable zoning and land-use regulations, and thermal and other
water pollution limitations or requirements which have been imposed by Federal, State, regional,
and local agencies having responsibility for environmental protection.” 10 CFR 51.45(d), as
adopted by 10 CFR 51.53(c)(2)

9.1.1 GENERAL

Table 9.1-1 lists environmental authorizations that Northern States Power (NSP) has
obtained for current Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP) operations. In this
context Nuclear Management Company, LLC (NMC) defines “authorizations” to include
any permits, licenses, approvals, or other entittements. NMC expects NSP to continue
renewing these authorizations during the current license period and through the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) license renewal period, and complying with the
Red Wing Zoning Ordinance for General Industrial Use. Because the NRC regulatory
focus is prospective, Table 9.1-1 does not include authorizations that NMC obtained for
past activities that did not include continuing obligations such as building and
construction permits.

Before preparing the application for license renewal, NMC conducted an assessment to
identify any new and significant environmental information (Chapter 5). The
assessment included interviews with NMC, NSP, and Xcel Energy experts, review of
PINGP environmental documentation, and communication with state and federal
environmental protection agencies. Based on this assessment, NMC concludes that
PINGP is in compliance with applicable environmental standards and requirements.

Table 9.1-2 lists additional environmental authorizations and consultations related to
NRC renewal of the PINGP license to operate. As indicated, NMC anticipates needing
relatively few such authorizations and consultations. Sections 9.1.2 through 9.1.5
discuss some of these items in more detail.

9.1.2 THREATENED OR ENDANGERED SPECIES

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (16 USC 1531 et seq.) requires federal
agencies to ensure that agency action is not likely to jeopardize any species that is
listed, or proposed for listing as endangered, or threatened. Depending on the action
involved, the Act requires consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
regarding effects on non-marine species, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
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for marine species, or both. The FWS and NMFS have issued joint procedural
regulations at 50 CFR 402, Subpart B, that address consultation, and FWS maintains
the joint list of threatened and endangered species at 50 CFR 17.

As discussed in Section 4.7 of this Environmental Report (ER), NMC does not expect
the continued operation of PINGP to affect the population of any state or federally listed
threatened or endangered species or natural communities in the vicinity of the PINGP
site. Although not required of an applicant by federal law or NRC regulation, NMC has
chosen to invite comment from federal and state agencies regarding potential effects
that PINGP license renewal might have on threatened or endangered species.
Attachment C includes copies of NMC correspondence with FWS and the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources, Ecological Resources Division, Natural Heritage and
Nongame Research Program.

9.1.3 HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (16 USC 470 et seq.) requires
federal agencies having the authority to license any undertaking to, prior to issuing the
license, take into account the effect of the undertaking on historic properties and to
afford the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation an opportunity to comment on the
undertaking. Council regulations provide for the State Historic Preservation Officer
(SHPO) to have a consulting role (35 CFR 800.2). Although not required of an applicant
by federal law or NRC regulation, NMC has chosen to invite comment by the Minnesota
SHPO. Attachment D contains a copy of NMC’s letter to the Minnesota SHPO.

9.1.4 WATER QUALITY (401) CERTIFICATION

Federal Clean Water Act Section 401 requires an applicant for a federal license to
conduct an activity that might result in a discharge into navigable waters to provide the
licensing agency a certification from the state that the discharge will comply with
applicable Clean Water Act requirements (33 USC 1341). NRC has indicated in its
Generic Environmental Impact Statement for License Renewal (NRC 1996, Section
4.2.1.1) that issuance of a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
permit implies certification by the state. NMC is applying to NRC for license renewal to
continue PINGP operations. Consistent with the GEIS, NMC is providing PINGP's
NPDES permit as evidence of state water quality (401) certification (Attachment B).

9.1.5 STATE OF MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROGRAM

The Minnesota Public Utility Commission (MPUC) requires a Certificate of Need (CON)
application to allow additional dry cask storage at the Independent Spent Fuel Storage
Installation (ISFSI) on the PINGP site. Minnesota Statute Chapter 216B.243
Subdivision 3b(b) requires that the CON address the impacts of continued operation
during the period covered by the renewed license. Minnesota Statute Chapter 116C.83
Subdivision 6(b) requires that an environmental impact statement (EIS) be prepared by
the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (MEQB) pursuant to the requirements of
Chapter 116D for the construction and operation of an ISFSI. This EIS will be prepared

STATUS OF COMPLIANCE Page 9-2



Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
License Renewal Application
Appendix E - Environmental Report

by the MEQB and submitted to the MPUC for consideration in the MPUC’s CON
determination.
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9.2 ALTERNATIVES

NRC

“The discussion of alternatives in the report shall include a discussion of whether the alternatives
will comply with such applicable environmental quality standards and requirements.” 10 CFR
51.45(d), as required by 10 CFR 51.53(c)(2)

The coal, gas, and purchased power alternatives discussed in Section 7.2.2 could be
constructed and operated to comply with applicable environmental quality standards
and requirements. NMC notes that increasingly stringent air quality protection
requirements could make the construction of a large fossil-fueled power plant infeasible
in many locations. NMC also notes that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has
revised requirements for design and operation of cooling water intake structures at new
and existing facilities (40 CFR 125 Subparts | and J). These requirements could
necessitate construction of cooling towers for the coal- and gas-fired alternatives if
surface water were used for once-through condenser cooling.
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TABLE 9.1-1

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORIZATIONS FOR CURRENT PINGP OPERATIONS

Agency

Authority

Requirement Number Expiration Date Activity Covered

Federal and State Requirements

Minnesota Department
of Health

Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources

Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources

Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources

Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources

Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources

Minnesota Rules
4740.2010 through
4741.2120

10 U.S.C. 2668

10 U.S.C. 2668

MN Rules Chapters
97A & 6212.1400

MN Rules 6216.1400
and 6212.1500

MN Rules 6216.0100 to
6216.0600 to

Certification 027-049-218 12/23/2009 Certification of the
Environmental Laboratory

Amended Permit  80-5082 NA Construction of intake canal

(amended as system.

needed)

Amended Permit  80-5081 NA Construction of discharge

(amended as canal system.

needed)

Division of Fish 14658 12/31/2008 Collect fish and ichthyo -

and Wildlife plankton for biological

Special Permit evaluation.

Division of Fish 14567 12/31/2008 Collect native fish for

and Wildlife aquaria

Special Permit

Permit 159 12/31/2009 Collect and possess zebra

mussels from Lakes
Zumbro and Pepin for
control studies at plant
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TABLE 9.1
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORIZATIONS FOR CURRENT PINGP OPERATIONS (CONTINUED)

Agency

Authority

Requirement

Number

Expiration Date

Activity Covered

Federal and State Requirements

Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources

Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources

Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources

Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources

Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources

MN Department of
Transportation

MN Rules 103 G.271

MN Rules 103 G.271

MN Rules 103 G.271

MN Rules 103G.271

MN Rules 103 G.271

Minnesota Statutes,
section 221.0355

Surface Water
Appropriation
Permit

Groundwater
Appropriation
Permit

Groundwater
Appropriation
Permit

Groundwater
Appropriation
Permit

Groundwater
Appropriation
Permit

Registration

690172

690171

785153

865114

965042

UPR-211635-MN

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

10/27/2008

Appropriation of river water

from Mississippi River for
cooling at 630,000 gpm or
235 MGY

Wells 256120 (Installation
#121) & 256121
(Installation #122),
Appropriate groundwater
for Plant operations

Well 611076, Appropriate
groundwater for motor
cooling and lubrication of
pump seals for cooling
towers

Well 402599, Appropriate
groundwater for pump
bearing lubrication at
PINGP

Well 256074, Appropriate
groundwater for Training

Center domestic use and
lawn irrigation

Hazardous materials
shipments
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TABLE 9.1
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORIZATIONS FOR CURRENT PINGP OPERATIONS (CONTINUED)

Agency

Authority

Requirement

Number

Expiration Date

Activity Covered

Federal and State Requirements

Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency,
Industrial Division

Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency

Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency

Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency

Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency

Clean Water Act (33
USC 1251 et seq.), MN
Statutes Chapts. 115,

116, and Rules Chapts.

7001, 7050, and 7060,
National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination
System

Clean Air Act (42 USC
7401 et seq), MN
Statutes Chapts. 115
and 116, MN Rules
Chapt. 7007

Clean Air Act (42 USC
7401 et seq), MN
Regulations Chapters
7007.1150 to
7007.1500

Clean Water Act (33
USC 1251 et seq.), MN
Rules 7100.0030.

MN Rules Chapter
7045, Statute 116.07

Permit

Permit

Permit

Permit

License

MNO0004006

00000001-003

04900030-003

MPCA 51557

MNDO049537780

08/31/2010

12/17/2004

(renewal application
submitted)

01/3/2012

No expiration

06/30/2008

Industrial wastewater
discharges to Mississippi
River

Operation of air emission
system for an electric utility
power generation system

Operation of oil-fired boiler
and diesel-fired engines for
emergency power, pump
cooling water, fire fighting
system

Above ground storage tank
registration

Hazardous Waste
Generator License, Small
Quantity
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TABLE 9.1
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORIZATIONS FOR CURRENT PINGP OPERATIONS (CONTINUED)

Agency

Authority

Requirement

Number

Expiration Date

Activity Covered

Federal and State Requirements

South Carolina
Department of Health
and Environmental
Control — Division of
Waste Management

State of Tennessee
Department of
Environment and
Conservation Division
of Radiological Health

State of Utah
Department of
Environmental Quality
Division or Radiation
Control

Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources

U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers

U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers

South Carolina
Radioactive Waste
Transportation and
Disposal Act (Act No.
429)

Tennessee Department
of Environment and
Conservation Rule
1200-2-10.32

Utah Radiation Control
Rules R313-26

WI State Statutes
29.614, 169.25, 19.31,
169.34, and 169.35

Section 10 of River and
harbor Act of 1899 (33
U.S.C. 403)

10 U.S.C. 2668

Permit

Permit

Permit

Scientific
Collectors Permit

General Permit

License

0051-22-08-X

T-MNOO03-L08

0402 002 748

SCP-WCR-
20-C-08

GP/LOP-98-MN

DACW37-3-06-
0071

12/31/2008

12/31/2008

02/23/2008

(renewal application
submitted)

12/31/2008

02/18/2008

9/30/2011

Transportation of
radioactive waste into the
State of South Carolina

Transportation of
radioactive waste into the
State of Tennessee

Transportation of
radioactive into the State of
Utah

Collect fish and
ichthyoplankton for
radiological and biological
monitoring.

Maintenance dredging and
erosion control discharge
canal

Air quality monitoring
station at Lock and Dam
Number 3.
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TABLE 9.1
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORIZATIONS FOR CURRENT PINGP OPERATIONS (CONTINUED)

Agency Authority Requirement

Number

Expiration Date

Activity Covered

Federal and State Requirements

U.S. Army Corps of Section 10 of River and  Dredging Permit

Engineers harbor Act of 1899 (33
U.S.C. 403)
U.S. Department of 49 USC 5108, 49CFR Registration
Transportation Part 107, Subpart G
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 16 USC 703-712, Special Purpose
Service Regulation 50 CFR Part Federal Fish and
13, 50 CFR 21.27 Wildlife Permit
U.S. Nuclear Atomic Energy Act License to
Regulatory (42 USC 2011, et seq.), operate nuclear
Commission 10 CFR 50.10 plant

GP-01-MN

062706 552 0090

MB074020-0

DPR-42
DPR-60

05/15/.2006

6/30/2008

3/31/2009

08/09/2013
10/29/2014

Maintenance dredging in
front of the River Intake
Structure

Hazardous materials
shipments

Retrieve, transport, and
temporarily possess
carcasses of migratory
birds. Collect, stabilize,
and transport sick/ injured
migratory birds.

Operation of PINGP Unit 1
Operation of PINGP Unit 2
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TABLE 9.1-2
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORIZATIONS FOR PINGP LICENSE RENEWAL?
Requirement Agency Authority Remarks
License renewal U.S. Nuclear Regulatory  Atomic Energy Act Environmental Report
Commission (42 USC 2011 submitted in support of
et seq.) license renewal application
Consultation U.S. Fish and Wildlife Endangered Species  Requires federal agency
Service (FWS) Act Section 7 issuing a license to consult
(16 USC 1536) with the FWS (Attachment C)
Certification Minnesota Pollution Clean Water Act State issuance of NPDES
Control Agency, Section 401 permit (Attachment B)
Industrial Division (33 USC 1341) constitutes 401 certification
(Section 9.1.4)
Consultation Minnesota Historical National Historic Requires federal agency
Society Preservation Act issuing a license to consider
Section 106 cultural impacts and consult
(16 USC 470f) with SHPO. (Attachment D)

% No renewal-related requirements identified for local or other agencies.
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9.3 REFERENCES

NRC (U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission). 1996. Generic Environmental Impact
Statement for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants. Volume 1. NUREG-1437.
Washington, DC. May.
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ATTACHMENT A

NRC NEPA ISSUES FOR LICENSE RENEWAL
OF NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS

NMC has prepared this environmental report in accordance with the requirements of
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) regulation 10 CFR 51.53. NRC included in
the regulation a list of National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) issues for license
renewal of nuclear power plants. Table A-1 lists these 92 issues and identifies the
section in which NMC addressed each applicable issue in this environmental report.

For organization and clarity, NMC has assigned a number to each issue and uses the
issue numbers throughout the environmental report.

ATTACHMENT A Page A-1
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TABLE A-1
PINGP ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT DISCUSSION OF LICENSE RENEWAL
NEPA ISSUES?®

Issue

Category

Section of this
Environmental
Report

GEIS Cross Reference®
(Section/Page)

Surface Water Quality, Hydrology, and Use (for all plants)

1. Impacts of refurbishment on 1 4.1 3.4.1/3-4
surface water quality
2. Impacts of refurbishment on 1 4.1 3.4.1/3-4
surface water use
3. Altered current patterns at intake 1 4.1 4.2.1.2.1/4-5
and discharge structures
4. Altered salinity gradients 1 NA Issue applies to a plant
feature, discharge to
saltwater, that PINGP does
not have.
5. Altered thermal stratification of 1 NA Issue applies to a plant
lakes feature, discharge to a lake,
that PINGP does not have.
6. Temperature effects on sediment 1 4.1 4.2.1.2.3/4-8
transport capacity
7. Scouring caused by discharged 1 4.1 4.2.1.2.3/4-6
cooling water
8. Eutrophication 1 4.1 4.2.1.2.3/4-9
Discharge of chlorine or other 1 4.1 4.2.1.2.4/4-10
biocides
10. Discharge of sanitary wastes and 1 4.1 4.2.1.2.4/4-10
minor chemical spills
11. Discharge of other metals in waste 1 4.1 4.2.1.2.4/4-10
water
12. Water use conflicts (plants with 1 4.1 4.2.1.3/4-13
once-through cooling systems)
13. Water use conflicts (plants with 2 421 4.2.1.3/4-13
cooling ponds or cooling towers
using make-up water from a small
river with low flow)
14. Refurbishment impacts to aquatic 1 4.1 3.5/3-5
resources
15. Accumulation of contaminants in 1 4.1 4.2.1.2.4/4-10
sediments or biota
16. Entrainment of phytoplankton and 1 41 4.2.2.1.1/4-15
zooplankton
ATTACHMENT A Page A-2
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TABLE A-1
PINGP ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT DISCUSSION OF LICENSE RENEWAL
NEPA ISSUES® (CONTINUED)

Section of this
Environmental GEIS Cross Reference”
Issue Category Report (Section/Page)

Aquatic Ecology (for all plants)

17.
18.

19.
20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

Cold shock 1 4.1 4.2.2.1.5/4-18
Thermal plume barrier to migrating 1 4.1 4.2.2.1.6/4-19
fish

Distribution of aquatic organisms 1 4.1 4.2.2.1.6/4-19
Premature emergence of aquatic 1 4.1 4.2.2.1.7/4-20
insects

Gas supersaturation (gas bubble 1 4.1 4.2.2.1.8/4-21
disease)

Low dissolved oxygen in the 1 4.1 4.2.2.1.9/4-23
discharge

Losses from predation, parasitism, 1 4.1 4.2.2.1.10/4-24

and disease among organisms
exposed to sublethal stresses

Stimulation of nuisance organisms 1 4.1 4.2.2.1.11/4-25
(e.g., shipworms)

Aquatic Ecology (for plants with once-through and cooling pond heat dissipation systems)

25.

26.

27.

Entrainment of fish and shellfish in 2 4.3 4.2.2.1.2/4-16
early life stages for plants with

once-through and cooling pond

heat dissipation systems

Impingement of fish and shellfish 2 4.4 4.2.2.1.3/4-16
for plants with once-through and

cooling pond heat dissipation

systems

Heat shock for plants with once- 2 4.5 4.2.2.1.4/4-17
through and cooling pond heat
dissipation systems

Aquatic Ecology (for plants with cooling-tower-based heat dissipation systems)

28.

29.

Entrainment of fish and shellfish in 1 4.1 4.3.3/4-33
early life stages for plants with

cooling-tower-based heat

dissipation systems

Impingement of fish and shellfish 1 4.1 4.3.3/4-33
for plants with cooling-tower-based
heat dissipation systems
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TABLE A-1

PINGP ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT DISCUSSION OF LICENSE RENEWAL

NEPA ISSUES® (CONTINUED)

Section of this
Environmental

GEIS Cross Reference”

Issue Category Report (Section/Page)
30. Heat shock for plants with cooling- 1 4.1 4.3.3/4-33
tower-based heat dissipation
systems
Ground-water Use and Quality
31. Impacts of refurbishment on 1 4.1 3.4.2/3-5
groundwater use and quality
32. Groundwater use conflicts (potable 1 NA Issue applies to a plant
and service water; plants that use < feature, groundwater use less
100 gpm) than 100 gpm, that PINGP
does not have.
33. Groundwater use conflicts (potable, 2 4.2.3 48.1.1
service water, and dewatering;
plants that use > 100 gpm)
34. Groundwater use conflicts (plants 2 422 4.8.1.3/4-117
using cooling towers withdrawing
make-up water from a small river)
35. Groundwater use conflicts (Ranney 2 NA Issue applies to a feature,
wells) Ranney wells, that PINGP
does not have.
36. Groundwater quality degradation 1 NA Issue applies to a feature,
(Ranney wells) Ranney wells, that PINGP
does not have.
37. Groundwater quality degradation 1 NA Issue applies to a feature,
(saltwater intrusion) location in a coastal area,
that PINGP does not have.
38. Groundwater quality degradation 1 NA Issue applies to a feature,
(cooling ponds in salt marshes) cooling ponds, that PINGP
does not have.
39. Groundwater quality degradation 2 NA Issue applies to a feature,

(cooling ponds at inland sites)

cooling ponds at inland sites,
that PINGP does not have.

Terrestrial Resources

40.

41.

42.

Refurbishment impacts to terrestrial 2 4.6
resources

Cooling tower impacts on crops 1 4.1
and ornamental vegetation

Cooling tower impacts on native 1 4.1
plants

3.6/3-6

4.3.4/4-34

4.3.5.1./4-42

ATTACHMENT A
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TABLE A-1

PINGP ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT DISCUSSION OF LICENSE RENEWAL
NEPA ISSUES® (CONTINUED)

Section of this
Environmental

GEIS Cross Reference”

Issue Category Report (Section/Page)
43. Bird collisions with cooling towers 1 41 4.3.5.2/4-45
44. Cooling pond impacts on terrestrial 1 NA Issue applies to a feature,
resources cooling ponds, that PINGP
does not have.
45. Power line right-of-way 1 4.1 4.5.6.1/4-71
management (cutting and herbicide
application)
46. Bird collisions with power lines 1 4.1 4.5.6.2/4-74
47. Impacts of electromagnetic fields 1 4.1 4.5.6.3/4-77
on flora and fauna (plants,
agricultural crops, honeybees,
wildlife, livestock)
48. Floodplains and wetlands on power 1 4.1 4.5.7/4-81
line right-of-way
Threatened or Endangered Species (for all plants)
49. Threatened or endangered species 2 4.7 4.1/4-1
Air Quality
50. Air quality during refurbishment 2 4.8 3.3/3-2
(non-attainment and maintenance
areas)
51. Air quality effects of transmission 1 4.1 4.5.2/4-62
lines
Land Use
52. Onsite land use 1 4.1 3.2/3-1
53. Power line right-of-way land use 1 4.1 4.5.3/4-62
impacts
Human Health
54. Radiation exposures to the public 1 4.1 3.8.1/3-27
during refurbishment
55. Occupational radiation exposures 1 4.1 3.8.2/3-27
during refurbishment
56. Microbiological organisms 1 4.1 4.3.6/4-48

(occupational health)

ATTACHMENT A
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TABLE A-1

PINGP ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT DISCUSSION OF LICENSE RENEWAL
NEPA ISSUES® (CONTINUED)

Section of this
Environmental

GEIS Cross Reference”

Issue Category Report (Section/Page)
57. Microbiological organisms (public 2 4.9 4.3.6/4-48
health) (plants using lakes or
canals, or cooling towers or cooling
ponds that discharge to a small
river)
58. Noise 4.1 4.3.7/4-49
59. Electromagnetic fields, acute 2 4.10 4.5.4.1/4-66
effects (electric shock)
60. Electromagnetic fields, chronic NA 4.1 NA — Not applicable. The
effects categorization and impact
finding definitions do not
apply to this issue.
61. Radiation exposures to public 1 4.1 4.6.2/4-87
(license renewal term)
62. Occupational radiation exposures 1 4.1 4.6.3/4-95

(license renewal term)

Socioeconomics

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.
69.

Housing impacts

Public services: public safety,
social services, and tourism and
recreation

Public services: public utilities

Public services: education

(refurbishment)

Public services:
renewal term)

education (license

Offsite land use (refurbishment)

Offsite land use (license renewal
term)

2 411
1 4.1
2 412
2 4.13
1 4.1
2 4.14
2 4.14

3.7.2/3-10 (refurbishment)
4.7.1/4-101 (renewal term)

Refurbishment
3.7.4/3-14 (public services)
3.7.4.3/3-18 (safety)
3.7.4.4/3-19 (social)
3.7.4.6/3-20 (tour, rec)
Renewal Term
4.7.3/4-104 (public services)
4.7.3.3/4-106 (safety)
4.7.3.4/4-107 (social)
4.7.3.6/4-107 (tour, rec)

3.7.4.5/3-19 (refurbishment)
4.7.3.5/4-107 (renewal term)

3.7.4.1/3-15

4.7.3.1/4-106

3.7.5/3-20
4.7.4/4-107

ATTACHMENT A
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TABLE A-1
PINGP ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT DISCUSSION OF LICENSE RENEWAL
NEPA ISSUES® (CONTINUED)

Section of this

Environmental GEIS Cross Reference”

Issue Category Report (Section/Page)
70. Public services: transportation 2 4.15 3.7.4.2/3-17 (refurbishment)
4.7.3.2/4-106 (renewal term)
71. Historic and archaeological 2 4.16 3.7.7/3-23 (refurbishment)
resources 4.7.7/4-114 (renewal term)
72. Aesthetic impacts (refurbishment) 1 4.1 3.7.8/3-24
73. Aesthetic impacts (license renewal 1 4.1 4.7.6/4-111
term)
74. Aesthetic impacts of transmission 1 4.1 4.5.8/4-83

lines (license renewal term)

Postulated Accidents

75. Design basis accidents 1 4.1 5.3.2/5-11 (design basis)
5.5.1/5-114 (summary)
76. Severe accidents 2 417 5.3.3/5-12 (probabilististic
analysis)
5.3.3.2/5-19 (air dose)
5.3.3.3/5-49 (water)
5.3.3.4/5-65 (groundwater)
5.3.3.5/5-96 (economic)
5.4/5-106 (mitigation)
5.5.2/5-114 (summary)
Uranium Fuel Cycle and Waste Management
77. Offsite radiological impacts 1 4.1 6.2/6-8
(individual effects from other than
the disposal of spent fuel and high-
level waste)
78. Offsite radiological impacts 1 4.1 Not in GEIS.
(collective effects)
79. Offsite radiological impacts (spent 1 4.1 Not in GEIS.
fuel and high-level waste disposal)
80. Nonradiological impacts of the 1 4.1 6.2.2.6/6-20 (land use)
uranium fuel cycle 6.2.2.7/6-20 (water use)
6.2.2.8/6-21 (fossil fuel)
6.2.2.9/6-21 (chemical)
81. Low-level waste storage and 1 4.1 6.4.2/6-36 (low-level
disposal definition)
6.4.3/6-37 (low-level volume)
6.4.4/6-48 (renewal effects)
82. Mixed waste storage and disposal 1 4.1 6.4.5/6-63
ATTACHMENT A Page A-7
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TABLE A-1
PINGP ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT DISCUSSION OF LICENSE RENEWAL
NEPA ISSUES® (CONTINUED)

Section of this

Environmental GEIS Cross Reference”
Issue Category Report (Section/Page)
83. Onsite spent fuel 1 4.1 6.4.6/6-70
84. Nonradiological waste 1 4.1 6.5/6-86
85. Transportation 1 4.1 6.3/6-31, as revised by

Addendum 1, August 1999.

Decommissioning

86. Radiation doses 1 4.1 7.3.1/7-15
(decommissioning)
87. Waste management 1 4.1 7.3.2/7-19 (impacts)
(decommissioning) 7.4/7-25 (conclusions)
88. Air quality (decommissioning) 1 4.1 7.3.3/7-21 (air)
7.4/7-25 (conclusion)
89. Water quality (decommissioning) 1 4.1 7.3.4/7-21 (water)
7.4/7-25 (conclusion)
90. Ecological resources 1 4.1 7.3.5/7-21 (ecological)
(decommissioning) 7.4/7-25 (conclusion)
91. Socioeconomic impacts 1 4.1 7.3.7/7-24 (socioeconomic)
(decommissioning) 7.4/7-25 (conclusion)

Environmental Justice

92. Environmental justice NA 253 NA — Not applicable. The
categorization and impact
finding definitions do not

apply to this issue.

a Source: 10 CFR 51, Subpart A, Appendix A, Table B-1. (Issue numbers added to facilitate discussion.)
b  Source: Generic Environmental Impact Statement for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants (NUREG-1437).
NEPA = National Environmental Policy Act.
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NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM
STATE DISPOSAL PERMIT
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Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

CERTIFIED MAIL NO: 7004 2510 0000 2117 5535
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED :

Mr. Patrick Flowers

Manager, Water Quality Solid Waste
Northern States Power d/b/a Xcel Energy
414 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis, MN 55401-1993

RE: ‘Major Modification National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System/State Disposal
System Permit No. MN 0004006 :
Xcel Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
Welch, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Flowers:

Enclosed is a copy of the reissued final modified National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES)/State Disposal System (SDS) permit for the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating
Plant. This permit supersedes an earlier NPDES permit that was issued on September 23, ~~"~
and modified on January 26, 2006. All written comments received during the public notic
period were considered. .

1t is the responsibility of the Permittee to maintain compliance with all of the terms and
conditions of this permit. Please carefully review the entire permit.

‘We would like to draw your attention to the following:

 Limits and Monitoring Rgguxrements
An additional requirement to monitor and report the total ca.Iendar month flow at surface

discharge station SD 001 during the months of April, May, and June has been added. The
previous permit required that this value be reported only for the months July through March.
The modified permit requires year round monitoring and reporting for total calendar month flow
at SD 001,

Dredged Material Managenient Requirements:
The modified permit includes requirements related to the storage, treatment, disposal and/or

reuse of dredged material generated at Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant. The modified
permit does not authorize or regulate the dredging activity 1tself Prior to conductmg dredgmg

520 Lafayette Rd. N.; Saint Paul, MN 55155-4194; (651) 296-6300 (Voi(:a): (651) 282-5332 ( TY}; www.pca.state.mn.us
St. Paul » Brainerd » Detroit Lakes « Duluth » Mankato » Marshall » Rochester » Willmar -
Equal Opportunity Employer » Printed on recycled paper containing al least 20 percent fibers from paper recycled by consumers.
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Mr. Patrick Flowers .
Page 2 '

activities in the bed of public waters the Xcel Energy is required to contact the Minnesota
" Department of Natural Resources, the U.S.-Army Corps of Engineers, the appropnate Soil and
water Conservatlon District, county and/or local unit of government.

If you have any questions regarding any of the ferms and condlttons of the permit, please contact
Katrina Kessler of our staff at 651-296-7376. '

Jeff Stollenwerk

Supervisor

Land and Water Quality Permits Section
" Industrial Division

KK:lmg
Enclosures: Finél Pémlit

cc: Jim Bodensteiner, Xcel Energy, Minneapolis (w/enclosures)
Brent Kuhl, Xcel Energy, Minneapolis (w/enclosures)
Jeanne Tobias, Xcel Energy, Prairie Island Plant (w/enclosures)
George Azevedo, Environmental Protection Agency, Chicago (w/enclosure)
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Page 1
Permit MN0004006
STATE OF MINNESOTA
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
B i ol Industrial Division

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and
State Disposal System (SDS) Permit MN0004006

PERMITTEE: Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy

FACILITY NAME: Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant

RECEIVING WATERS: Mississippi River

CITY/TOWNSHIP: Welch ' COUNTY: Goodhue

MODIFICATION DATE: 6/30/2006 EXPIRATION DATE: August 31,2010
The state of Minnesota, on behalf of its citizens through the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA),
authorizes the Permittee to discharge from this facility to the receiving waters named above, in accordance’
with the requirements of this permit, '

The goal of this permit is to protect water quality according to Minnesota and U.S. statutes and rules,
including Minn. Stat. chs. 115 and 116, Minn. R. chs. 7001, 7050 and 7060, and the U.S. Clean Water Act.

This permit is effective on the mod)ﬁcauon date identified above, and supersedes the pre\nous permit that
was issued for this facility on September 23, 2005, and modified on January 26, 2006.

This permit expires at midnight on the expiration date identiﬁed‘ above.

Signature: MM

Michael (Mike) J[Tibpetts, Manager V For The Minnesota Polluuon Control Agency
Land and Water Quality Permits Section
_ Industrial Division

If you have questions on this permit, including the spei:i.ﬁc permit requireménts, permit
reporting or permit compliance status, please contact:

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
Industrial Division

' 520 Lafayette Road North

. St.Paul, MN 55155-4194

Telephone: (651) 296-7376
Fax: (651) 296-8717
Telephone Device for Deaf (TTY): (651) 282-5332

Printed on recycled paper conlaining at least 10% paper recycled by consumers
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Page 2
Permit MN00040"
Table of Contents

Page

tequired Submittals _ : 2
rermitted Facility Description : . . 35
Topographic Map of Permitted Facility _ : 6
Limits and Monitoring Requirements _ ' 7-11
Chapter 1. Surface Discharge Stations 12-16
Chapter 2. Surface Water Station 16-20
Chapter 3. 'Waste Stream Station : 20
Chapter 4. Industrial Process Wastewater 21-22

Chapter 5. Dredge Material Management 22-30
Chapter 6. Steam Electric 30-33
Chapter 7. Storm Wastewater - _ - : 33-35
- Chapter 8. Chemical Additives 35-36
Chapter 9. Total Facility Requirements 36-42
Dredge Sampling Information . Appendix 1

Required Submittals
» 316(b) Required Submittals*: _

Source water physical data required by 316{h) PhaseII ......... ....October 28, 2006
Cooling water intake structure data.. October 28, 2006
Cooling water system data...... rerresesrsesnernssersesesneesssnesesnseeasOCtOber 28, 2006
Proposal for Information Collection .......... cesrrrassrorarsansenseranans October 28, 2006
. Comprehensive Demonstration Study.......c...eerevneeccivsnsnmennnnnOctober 28, 2006
Results of IM &E Study............ coussesee October 28, 2006
. Design Construction Technology Plant........... ' October 28,2006

. Technology Installation and Operation Plan ....... aesarenssesrasnencss October 28, 2006 -
Veriﬁcation Monitoring Plan......;.cccoovienennns . October 28, 2006

*The Permittee has tentatively selected Compliance Alternative (2) of 40 CFR 125.94 (a) to meet -
the impingement and entrainment reduction requirerents. Alternative (2) requires that the
. Permittee demonstrate that existing design and construction technologies, operational measures,
“and/or Festoration measures meet the impingement mortality and entrainment performance

standards.

cher Submittals:

Storm water pollution prevention plan............ 180 days after permit issnance

DMRS ovuernenranianmisnnaninmassesessnnees emenenuisubures 21 days after the end of each calendar month
following permit issuance

Application of permit reissuance ...................180 days before permit expiration
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“Page 3
Permit MN0004006

Permitted Facility Description

This facility is a two unit nuclear fueled electric-generating plant. Both units use a pressurized
water reactor system design with a maximum Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) licensed
_power level of 1650 megawatts thermal per unit, which is equivalent to a combined maximum
generating capacity of approximately 1100 megawatts electric for the facility. The treatment and
disposal systems at the plant consist. of a chemical treatment system, a reverse osmosis system, a
radioactive waste (radwaste) treatment system, an intake screening system, and cooling towers.
‘Water is withdrawn from wells for plant process uses, and from the river for condenser/circulating
water system and cooling water systems. The condenser/circulating water system provides high
volume cooling water flow for the turbine-condenser steam cycle whenever a unit is operating and
also allows for excess heat rejection when a nuclear unit is at thermal power with the generator off-
line. The cooling water system supplies other plant equipment, such as pumps, motors, and heat
exchangers and is normally operated at all times.

The plant discharges condenser/circulating water and cooling water to the Mississippi River via
the condenser/circulating water system discharge canal through surface discharge SD 001.
During the winter months, a portion of the warm water from the discharge canal is returned to
the intake screenhouse via a de-icing line to prevent ice build-up on the bar racks and traveling
screens. The plant discharges steam generator blowdown through surface discharge SD 002.
Radwaste treatment system effluent is discharged through surface discharge SD 003. The

~ reverse osmosis (RO) system effluent is discharged through surface discharge SD 004. The unit
1"and unit 2 turbine building sumps, which are comprised of noncontact cooling water, .

. condensate traps and drains, roof and floor drains, unit 1 and 2 condensate blowdown and the
'heating system blowdown, are discharged through surface discharges SD 005 and SD 006.
Miscellaneous plant floor drains are discharged through surface dis'charge SD 010. All of the
above surface discharges (SD) are ultimately discharged to the river via the mrculatmg water
system discharge canal, SD 001.

The plant intake screen backwash is discharged via SD 012. The fish return system which
collects impinged fish, aquatic organisms, and debris off the vertical traveling screens is also
discharged via SD 012. SD 012 discharges directly to the river.

The plant has two internal waste streams, the Unit 1 and Unit 2 cooling water systems. These
systems are treated routinely with bromine and/or chlorine to control biofouling organisms and,’
when being treated, are designated as waste streams WS 001 and WS 002. Bromine and/or
chlorine residuals are limited in accordance with this permit. Since WS 001 and WS 002 are
comprised of cooling Water system flow(s) at the time of treatment, these internal waste streams
are also discharged fo the river via the circulating water system at SD 001.
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The plant also has an on land treatment and disposal system, typically referred to as the “land-
lock drainage system.” The land-lock drainage system is used for periodic disposal and
treatment of turbine building sump discharges when the total suspended solids and oil and grease
residual of the sump water is such that it exceeds applicable discharge limitations. The system
consists of an approximately 500 ft long, 10 ft wide drainage trench which allows for
treatment/filtration of collected water through a semi-permeable clay liner system.
Reconstructed in 1998, the drainage trench does not discharge to surface waters, and .
accumulated water either evaporates or seeps away. Turbine buildirig sump discharges to the
land-lock drainage system are primarily composed of river water/sediment and solids.

The plant uses a number of chemical additives for various purposes within the plant systems and
piping and may discharge residual concentrations of these additives via the surface discharges.
The concentrations of any additives used that may contribute to a discharge have been reviewed
and approved by the MPCA (reference NPDES Limits Matrix dated November 1, 2004) and are

- restricted accordingly. Any new chemical additive usage or increase in dosages used requires
approval by the MPCA in accordance with Chapter 7 of this permit, :

The plant is limited in the amount of heat it may discharge to the river. The thermal limitations
regulating the plant cooling water discharge are described in Chapter 5 part 2 Applicable
Effluent Limitations — Thermal Limitations. The plant’s heat discharge or thermal load to the

_ river is limited by mixed river temperature Jmmed.lately below Lock and Dam No. 3,
downstream of the plant. Cooling tower operation is sometimes required to meet the thermal
limitations. To determine the ambient river water temperature, assess the plant’s thermal input,

- and assure compliance with applicable thermal limitations, temperature monitoring is conducted

* at 8D 001 (condenser/circulating water and cooling water discharge canal outfall), at the plant
intake (SW 002), at the main river channel (SW 003-upstream river point), at a point(s) in
Sturgeon Lake (SW 004-upstream river point), and immediately downstream of Lock and Dam

- No. 3 by three separate temperature probes (SW 001).

The plant is also regulated by the amount of river water that may be used for condenser and .
equipment cooling. - The design of the various plant cooling systems does not allow for direct
measurement or river intake flow but does allow for calculation of discharge flow SD 001 based .
on sluice gate positions and canal water elevation. River water withdrawal rates are controlled
indirectly by imposing limitations on discharge flow at SD 001, which approximates intake flow. .
The discharge flows are limited from April 15 through June 30 in order to minimize the
hnpmgement of fish and fish larvae, as stated in Chapter 1, Part 5.1. The plant must operate the
intake screening system throughout the year as required in Chapter 5, Parts 4.1 and 4.2 to assure
impinged fish are returned to the river via the fish return system. In addition, during the period
Apnl 1 through August 31, the plant is required to operate the intake vertical traveling screens
using the fine mesh screen material in order to minimize entrainment of larval fish, fish eggs, and
other aquatic organisms.
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Sanitary wastewater generated at the plant is treated using the plant’s septic system or trucked to

Red Wing WWTP or Prairie Island Commumty Water Treatment Plant. -

The surface discharge (SD) and internal waste stream (WS) d.lscha:ges from the plant are
described in the following table, with approximate flows in million gallons per day (MGD):

DISCHARGE | WASTEWATER SYSTEM - | MAXIMUM FLOW .| AVERAGE FLOW
SD 001 Condenser/Circulating Water 864 503 :
: and Cooling Water '
-SD 002. ° | Steam Generator Blowdown - 0.576 0.012 .
SD 003, | Radioactive Waste Effluent - 0.230 0.002 -
SD 004 | Reverse Osmosis Effluent 0.244 " 0.0517
SD 005 | Unit 1. Turbine Building Sump - 0.360 0.030
SD 006 | Unit 2 Turbine Building Sump | = 0.360 0.030
SD 010 Miscellaneous Plant Floor 0.015 0.001
SD 012 - . | Intake Screen Backwash and 32 2.0
C Fish Return ) : s
"WS 001 " | Combined Unit 1 and Unit 2 69 -25
WS 002 Cooling Water (when s;ub_] ect ' '
" to oxidation)

Note ! Flowa are based on available data for 3 months of system operation in 2005
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The location of the facility and the selected monitoring stations is shown on the map below.
Topographic Map of Permitted Facility

tAIRIE
{SERVATIO
i €5p..

- : tion: ¢
ﬁ%siﬁﬁbrig_' .

Uharioh Folitbh Wlﬁl’plw

A 0 0gs01 02 D3 04 [re—

ATTACHMENT B Page B-9



Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
License Renewal Application
Appendix E — Environmental Report

Permit Modified: June 30, 2006 - Xcel - Prairie Island Nuclear Generatin Page7
Permit Expires: August 31,2010 Limits and Monitoring Requirements Permit #: MN0004006

The Permittee shall comply with the [imi‘ts_ and monitoring require;nel-'lls as specified below.

SD 001: Condenser Circ Water & Cooling Water Sys (Applicable only during discharge)

Parameter- Limit |- Units |- Limit Type | Effective Period -[Sample Type|Frequency] Notes

Ehlorine Rate . Monitor || kg/day Daily Maximum Jan-Dec . Calculation 1x Day 2

low : - Monitor | MG Calendar Month Total Jan-Dec Measurement | - 1 x Day 1

Only : : ' :
low R Monitor | megd Daily Average - Jul-Mar * Measurement || 1xDay 1
Only - - . . )

low 97 mgd Daily Average ) Apr- || Measurement | 1x Day 13
Eo‘w . -_ B 194 mgd  [|Daily Average Intervention .Apr Measurement | 1 x Day 12
Eow 94 mgd  |[Daily Average Intervention|| May . Measuren_imt 1xDay | 4
Eow I . 2_S=5 mgd., . _ Daily Meragc o« Jun Measurement || 1x Day 15
ﬁc}w 517.5 mgd | Daily Average Intervention Jun Measurement | 1 x Day -
Oxidants, Total Residual (Bromine), | 0.001 | mgL Daily Maimum || Jan-Dec Calculation || 1x Day
IContinuous . . 3 : : . . .'

xidants, Total Residual (Bromine), |- 0.05 mg/l. || Instantaneous Maximum |. Jan-Dec Grab 1 x Day
Exidants, Total Residual (Chlorine), 0.04 mg/L . Daily Maximum . Jan-Dec , Calculation || 1x Day

tidants, Total Residual (Chlorine),. 0.2 mg/L Instantaneous Maximum " Jan-Dec Grab ~ 1xDay

ntermittent - ) .
pH' ) 9.0 || sU Calendar Month Maximum Jan-Dec ' Grab 1x Week 17
pH . ST 6.0 SU . | Calendar Month Minimum Jan-Dec Grab 1 x Week 17
Plant Capacity Factor, Percent of Monitor | % Calendar Month Average Jan-Dec . . || Measurement || 1 x Day

emperature, Water Monitor || Deg F Single Value Jan-Dec . _||Measurement, || 1x Day 7
. ' : Only : Continuous

SD IO(}_Z: Steam Generator Blowdown Discharge

e Parameter : Limit | Units Limit Type || Effective Period [Sample TypefFrequency] Notes
Eo . . || Monjtor | mgd Calendar Month Average Jan-Dec Estimate 1 x Month
. only _ .
low - Monitor- | MG Calendar Month Total Jan-Dec Estimate 1 x Month
- Only .
folid.s, Total Suspended (TSS) 65.3 kg/day || Calendar Quarter Average Jan-Dec Grab 1 x Quarter

olids, Total Suspended (155) 30 | mgL || Calendar Quarter Average Tan-Deo Grab ][I x Quarter

| jolids, Total Suspended (TSS) 217.0 kg/day Daily Maximum Jan-Dec Grab 1 % Quarter

Ismids, Total Suspended (TSS) -~ 100 mg/L Daily Maximum - Jan-Dec Grab 1 x Quarter| -
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The Permittee shall cofnply with the limits'and monitoring requirements as specified below.

SD 003: Radwaste Treatment Effluent

Page 8

[Sample '!‘ypeilFrequency

L Parameter Limit . | Units Limit Type  Effective Period _Notes
low Monitor || mgd Calendar Month Average Jan-Dec Estimate 1 % Month
Only - i
low Monitor | MG Calendar Month Total " Jan-Dec Estimate 1 x Month
olids, Total Suspended (TSS) 26.0 kg/day || Calendar Quarter Average Jan-Dec Grab || 1x Quarter
olids, Total Suspended (155) 30 . | mgL | Calendar Quarter Average Jan-Dec Grab |1 x Quarter
olids, Total Suspended (1S5) 869 | kgiday Daily Maximum Jan-Dec - Grab |1 x Quarter
olids, Total Suspended (TSS) 100 | mg/L Daily Maximum = Jan-Dec Grab 1 x Quarter
SD 004: Reverse Osmosis Effluent . . o
: Parameter Limit || Units Limit Type . Effective Period |§ample Type|Frequency] Notes
low ‘Monitor || mgd Calendar Month Average Jan-Dec - Estimate 1 x Month
L Only . .
Flow Monitor || MG - | Calendar Month Total . Jan-Dec * Estimate || 1 x Month
. . onk ; o ?
SD 005: Unit 1 Turbine Bldg Sump Dschg .
[ Parameter Limit || Units Limit Type 'Effective Period |Sample Type|Frequency] Notes
Eow - Monitor | mgd || Calendar Month Average Jan-Dec Estimate || 1x Month
Only |- . - .
Fow Monitor || MG Calendar Month Total Jan-Dec Estimate || 1 x Month
— Only ;
il & Grease, Total Recoverable 10 mgl | Calendar Month Average Jan-Dec Grab 1 x Month
ane Extraction) i
il & Grease, Total Recoverable 15 mg/L Daily Maximum Jan-Dec Grab 1 x Month |.
olids, Total Suspended (TSS) “30 mg/L || Calendar Month Average Jan-Dec . Grab 1 x Month 16
Fulids, Total Suspended (1SS) 100 | mgL Daily Maximom Jan-Deo ~Grab | 1xMonth| 16
SD 006: Unit 2 Turbine Bldg Sump Dschg ° .
L Parameter Limit - | Units Limit Type Effective Period |Sample Type|Frequency|] Notes
E?Dw . Monitor || mgd Calendar Month Average Jan-Dec Estimate 1 x Month
Only | : '
Fln Monitor | MG Calendar Month Total Tan-Dec Estimate- | 1 x-Month
. Only . ) .
il & Grease, Total Recoverable 10 mg/L. || Calendar Month Average . Jan-Dec Grab 1 x Month
exane Extraction)
il & Grease, Total Recoverable 15 mg/L . Daily Maximum Jan-Dec Grab 1 x Month
30 mg/L. || Calendar Month Average Jan-Dec Grab 1 x Month 16
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The Permittee shall comply with the limits and monitoring requirements as specified below.

SD 006: Unit 2 Turbine Bldg Sump Dschg

. Parameter Limit || Units Limit Type Effective Period [Sample Type[Frequency] Notes
olids, Total Suspended (TSS) . || - 100 mg/L Daily Maximum " Jan-Dec . Grab 1xMonth [ 16

SD 010: Misc Plant Floor Drains Discharge

_ Parameter . Limit || Units Limit Type " Effective Period |Sample Type|Frequency| Notes
w Monitor | mgd' || Calendar Quarter Average | = Jan-Dec - Estimate || 1 x Quarter| - .
- : Only _
Flow ' Monitor | MG Calendar Quarter Total Jan-Dec Estimate || 1 x Quarter.
Only i : :
0l & Grease, Total Recoverable 10 mg/L . || Calendar Quarter Average Jan-Dec Grab 1 % Quarter
15 mg/l | Daily Maximum Jan-Dec . Grab 1 x Quarter
exane Extraction . - - .
lids, Total Suspended (TSS) 30 | mgL | Calendar Quarter Average Jan-Dec Grab IxQuarter| 16
olids, Total Suspended (IS5) 100 | mgkL Daily Maximum . Jan-Dec . Grab. |1 xQuarter| 16

SD 012: Intake Screen Backwash + Fish Retn

L Parameter - Limit || Units Limit Type Effective Period ‘[Sample Type|Fr quency] Notes
low . . Monitor | mgd Calendar Month Average - Jan-Dec . Estimate 1 x Month
: Only . i - . .
Flow . B © | Monitor | MG Calendar Month Total _ Jan-Dec ‘Estimate || 1x Month 3

Only

SW 001: Mississippi River Below Lock & Dam #3 . .
Parameter Limit || Units Limit Type Effective Period [Sample Type|Frequency| Notes

Temperature Difference Between 5 DegF | Monthly Average of Daily Apr-Oct - Measurement, | 1 x Day 9
le & Reference Point . Maximum ) Continuous

emperature, Water 86 DegF Daily Average Jan-Dec Measurement, | 1 x Day 8

) - . Continuous .

‘emperature, Water 43 DegF ||Daily Average Intervention Nov-Mar Measurement, | 1 x Day 5

Continuous .

FempsramM Water 43 DegF | Daily Average Intervention Apr-Oct Measurement, || 1xDay | 10

- . . Continuous

SW 002: Plant Intake Channel

Parameter Limit || Units Limit Type Effective Period |Sample Type|[Frequency| Notes
‘emperature, Water Monitor || DegF Single Value Jan-Dec Measurement, || 1 x Day 8

Only i Continuous
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_ The Permittee shall comply with the limits and monnormg requirements as specified below )

SW 003: Main River Channel Upstream Pt.

Page 10
Permit # MN0004006

Parameter Limit || Units Limit Type Effective Period [Sample Type|Frequency| Notes
- [Femperature, Water Monitor || DegF - Single Value . Jan-Dec ||Measurement, || 1x Day ]
. . Only Continuous_|).
SW 004: Sturgeon Lake - Upstream Pt. o
Parameter Limit | Units Limit Type Effective Period |Sample Typel[Frequency] Notes
‘emperature, Water Monitor || Deg F Single Value Jan-Dec Measurement, | 1 x Day 8
Only Continuous
WS 001: Unit 1Cooling Water Discharge S , _
Parameter Limit || Units " Limit Type Effective Period |Samiple Type|[Frequency| Notes
low Monitor || mgd Calendar Month Average Jan-Dec Measurement, || -1 x Day 6
Only " : . ‘|| Continuous . :
low Monitor | MG. Calendar Month Total  Jan-Dec Measurement, | 1 x Day 6
: : : Only .- Continuous
Pxidsms, Total Residual 20 mg/L Daily Maximum Jan-Dec - Grab 1x Day 11
WS 002: Uhit 2 Cooling Water Discharge o . )
! Parameter ) Limit | Units Limit Type Effective Period |Sample Type|[Frequency] Notes
low . Monitor || mgd Calendar Month Average Jan-Dec Measurement, || 1 x Day 6
Only ) ‘||, Continuous.
Flow Monitor || MG Calendar Month Total * Jan-Dec . Measurement, || 1 x Day 6 -
. Only - - Continuous
Dxit_iamx, Total Residual 2.0 mg/L Daily Maximum Jan-Dec Grab 1 x Day 11
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Permit Expires: August31,2010 - Limits and Monitoring Reguirements - © Permit #: MN0004006

The Pérmittee shall comply with the limits and monitoring requirements as specified below.

MNotes:

1 -- Determined using flow curve and sluice gate position, see Chapter 9, Part l 28,

D — During intermittent treatment, the discharge of total residual oxidants shall be limited to a total of 2 hours per 24 hour period. The Pem:utlee shall

monitor the amount and time of oxidant application and shall report it monthly.

B — Large debris collected at the trash racks shall be disposed of so as, to prevent it from entering waters of the sbalc

H — May-exceed this flow limit if needed to keep from exceeding 85 degree F condenser inlet temperature operating limit provided that ﬂow is

minimized and cooling towers are operatmg to the maximum extent possible.

5 - Once the temperature in the receiving water falls below 43 d F for five tive days the discharge shall not raise the temperature of the

receiving water above 43 degrees for.an extended period of time. Tfthe temperature in the river is greater than 43 degrees F for two consecutive days

{the Permittee shall notify the MPCA. This limits applies until the ambient river temperature increases to 43 degrm F or above for 5 consecutive days
r until April 1, whichever occurs first. ‘The Permittee shall submit the daily maximusn, daily average, and daily minimum temperature collected at each

f the three monitoring probes located on the dividing piers at Lock and Dam No. 3 with the monthly DMR.

6 -- See-Chapter 3 for data collection and reporting,

7 -- See Thermal Limitations in Chapter 5. .

8 -- See applicable sections in Chapter 2 and-5 for thermal limitations and data collection requirements. .

3 -- Starting April 1 the discharge shall not raise the tmperature of the receiving water greater than 5 degrees F above the ambient water temperature

. |based on the monthly averages of maximum daily temperatures at the three monitoring probes (mference pumt] located on the piers dividing Lock and

[Dam No. 3. . This limit applies until such a point when the daily average tcmperamre ufihe receiving water is less than 43 degrees F for 5 consecutive

- fays.

lﬂy Starting Apr:l 1 the discharge shall not raise the temperature of 1he receiving water grearr.cr than 5-degrees F above the. amblent water mmpemhu'e

[This limit applies until such a poml. when the daily average temperature of the receiving water is less than 43 degrees F for 5 consecutive days. The

Permittee shall submit the daily maximum, daily average, and daily minimum temperature for each of the three monitoring probes located on the

Wividing piers at Lock and Dam No. 3 with the monthly DMR.

11 --The Penmmet:] shall monitor SD 001 for total residual oxidant and be subject to the limitations as described in the Limits and Monitoring

for SD 001. -

12 -- This limit applies from April 15 -30 when the flow in the receiving water is grcamr than or equal to 15,-000 cfs, May exoeed this flow limit if

needed to keep from exceeding the 85 degree F condenser inlet temperature operating lumt provided that ﬂow is minimized and cooling towers are

operating to maximum extent possible.

|13 == This limit applies from April 15 -30 when the flow in the receiving water is less than 15, 000 cfs. May exceed this flow limit if needed to keep

from exceeding the 85 degree F condenser inlet temperature operating limit provided that ﬂuw is mlmmizcd a.ndcooimg towers are Dperahng to

maximum extent possible.

14 -- This limit applies from June 16 - 30. May exceed this flow limit if needed to keep from exceeding 85 degrcc F cond inlet

loperating limit provided that flow is minimized and cooling towers are operating to the maximum extent possible.

15 -- ‘This limits applies from June 1- 15. May exceed this flow limit if needed to keep from exceeding 85 degree F condenser inlet tampcmture

loperating limit provided that flow is minimized and cooling towers are operating to the maximum extent possible.

{16 -- Where the background level of natural origin is reasonably definable and normally is higher than the spcclﬁed limits for total suspended sohds

averape and maxlmum), the natural level may be used as the limit,

17 -- pH limit is not subject to averaging and shall be met at all times

IV
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Chapter 1. Surface Discharge Stations
1. Sampling Location

1.1 Samples taken in compliance with monitoring requirements specified for surface discharge SD 001 shall be
taken at a point representative of the discharge. Samples taken in compliance with monitoring requirements for
outfalls 002, 003, 004, 010,.and 012 shall be taken at a point representative of the discharge prior to mixing
with other waste streams. Samples taken in compliance with monitoring requirements for outfalls 005 and 006
shall be taken at a point representative of the discharge prior to mixing with other waste streams, and samples

. shall be taken at each outfall.

2. Surface Discharges
- 2.1 0Oilor other subsuances shall riot be discharged in amiounts that create a visible color film.

2.2 There shall be no discharge of floating sollds or visible foam, except that which occurs nahually in the fiver, in
other than trace amounts.

2.3 The Permittee shall install and maintain outlet protection measures at the d1scharge stations to prevent erosion if
necessary.

3. Discharge Monitoring Repufts
3.1 The Permittee shall submit monitoring results for discharges in accordance with the limits and monitoring

- requirements for this station. If no discharge occurred during the reporting period, the Permittee shall check the
"No Discharge" box on the Discharge Monitoririg Report (DMR).

4, Requirements for Spe{:lﬁc Statlons

4.1 SD001: Submit a monthly DMR monthly by 21 days after the end of each calendar month followmg permit
ISS'I.'IMICG

4.2 SD 002: Submit a monthly DMR monthly by 21 days after the end of each calendar month followmg parmlt
1ssuance

4.3 SD 003: Submita monthly DMR monthly by 21 days after the end of e.a.ch calendar month fnl!uwmg pe,rmst
issuance.

4.4 SD.004: Submita munthly DMR monthly by 21 days after the.end of each calendar month followmg permit
ISSIIBIIBG .

4.5 SD 005: Submxt a monthly DMR monthly by 21 days afcer the end of each calendar month following permit
issuance.

4.6 SD 006: - Submit a monthly DMR monthly by 21 days after the, end of each ca]endar month fuﬂ(}wing'permit
issuance.

4.7 SD 010: Submita quarteriy DMR quarterly by 21 days aﬂ:er the end of each calendar quarter following permit
issuance.

4.8 SD012: Submita monthly DMR month[y by 21 days after the end of each calendar month fol]owmg permit
issuance.

5. Special Requirements

Discharge Operations
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‘Chapter 1. Surface Discharge Stations
5. Special Requirements

5.1 The plant: cnolmg water discharge flows in million gallons per day (mgd) shall be limited as follows during the
specified periods: .

April 15 -30: 194 mgd if the flow in the river is at-or above 15,000 cfs
. 97 mgd if the flow in the river is below 15, 000 cfs

May 1-31: 194 mgd

June 1 -15: 259 mgd

June 16-30: *© 517.5 mgd

5.2 The plant may dlscharge water at SD 001 at higher flow rates during the specified period if needed to prevent
" condenser inlet temperatures from exceeding 85 degree F provided that such higher flows are minimized to the *
extent practical, and all cooling towers are opearted to the maximum practical extent. .

316(b) Demonsiration
‘Source Water Physical Data, Cooling Water Intake Stmcture Data, Conlmg Water System Data

5.3 The Permittee shall submit the source water physwal data, cnolmg water intake structure data, and coclmg

.. 'water system data in accordance with the NPDES Final Regulations to Establish Requirements for Cooling
Water Intake Structures at Phase II Existing Facilities, published July 9, 2004 in the Federal Reglster pursuant to
31 6(])) of the Clean Water Act, 4OCFR Parts 9, 122, 123, 124, a.nd 125.

‘The data shall be submitted- by October 28, 2006.
316(b) Proposal for Information Collection and Comprehenswe Demonstration Study Reqmremenfs

5.4 The Permittee has tentatwely selected Compliance Alternative.(2) of 40CFR 125. 94 (a) to meet the mpmgement
and entrainment reduction requirements. Alternative (2) requires that the Permittee demonsttate that existing .
design and construction technologies, operatiorial measures, and/or restoratlon measures meet the memgement
mortality and entrainment performance standards.

5.5 The Permittee shall submit a Proposal for Information Collection in accordance with the NPDES Final
. Regulations to Establish Requirements for Cooling Water Intake Structures-at Phase II Existing Facilities by
October 28, 2006. '

5.6 The Permittee shall submit a comprehensive demonstration (CDS) study in accordance with 316(b) of the Clean
" Water Act, 40CFR Parts 9, 122,123, 124, and 125. The 316(b) demonstration study elements, further described
below, shall be implemented to assure that the location, design, construction, and capacity of the cooling water
intake structure at the plant reﬂect the best technology available {BTA) for rmm:mzmg adversc environmental
impact. . .

The 316(b) CDS shall demonstrate that the implementation and/or operation of technology a‘nd operational
measures will reduce cooling water intake impingement mortality of all life stages of fish and shellfish by 80 to
95 and percent and will reduce entrainement by 60 to 90 percent from the baselme calculation, based on the

_ 316(b) performance requirements for a freshwater river, '

The Permittee shall submit the CDS by October 28, 2006.

316(b) Demonstration Impmgement Mortality and Entralnment (IM&E) Characterization Study
(basehne development)
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Chapter 1. Surface Discharge Stations
5. Special Requ;lrements

5.7 The Permittee shall submit the results of an Implingement Mortality and Entrainment Characterization Study
(IM&E Study). The study shall provide information to support the development of a calculation baseline for
evaluating impingement mottality and entrainment consistent with the 31 6(b) fule. - The Permittee may update
the study upon request to, and approval by, the MPCA. )

" All field sampling shall be conducted under present normal plant operating conditions, screen rotation, and plant.
flows. Documentation shall be maintained of plant operations during sampling. All species impinged shall be
identified, with weight and length measurements taken to the extent feasible. Data from historical studiés may
be included in the calcilation.of baseline impingement and entrainment if deemed rélevant and appropriate.

8 The IM&E Study shall include the following in accordance with the 316(b) requirements: -

a. Taxonomic identifications of all life stagés of fish, éhellﬁsh,, and any species protected pﬁder Federal, State,
. or Tribal Law (including threatened or endangered species) that ate in the vicinity of the cooling water intake
structure and are susceptible of impingement and entrainment.

b. A characterization.of all life stages of fish, shellfish, and any species protected under Federal, State; and" -
Tribal Law (including threatened or endangered species) identified pursuant to paragraph a. abave, inchiding a
description of the abundance and temporal and spatial characteristics in the vicinity of the cooling water intake
structure(s), based on sufficient data to characterize annual, seasonal, and diel variations in impingement -
mortality and entrainment (e.g. related to climate and weather differerices, spawning, feeding, and water column -
migration). These may include historical data that are representative of the current operation and biological .
conditions at the site. ' Co -

c. Documentation of the current impmge:ﬁent mortality of all life stages of fish, shellfish, and any species
protected under Federal, State, or Tribal Law (including threatened or endangered species) identified pursuant to
paragraph a. above and an estimate of impingeinent mortality and entrainment to be used as a baseline., )

5.9 The Permittee shall submit the results of the IM&E study, by October 28, 2006. The submittal shall describe the .
calculated baseline for impingement mortality and entrainment and verify the calculated baseline based on the -
- total acquired impingement and entrainment data. B

316(b) Demonstration :
Design and Construction Technology Plan

5.10 The Permittee shall submit a Design and Construction Téchnology Plan (ﬁCT Plan).to the MPCA for review
“and approval. The DCT Plan shall describe the technologies and/or operational measures in place and/or
selected to meef the impingement and entrainment performance requirements in the 316(b) Rule, 125.94.

5.11 The DCT Plan shall include the following information in accordance with 316(b) Rule requirements:

a. A narrative description of the design and operation of all design and construction technologies and/or
operational measures (existing and proposed), including fish handling and return systems, that are in place or,
will be used to meet the requirements to reduce impingement mortality and entrainment of those species
expected to be most susceptible, and information that demonstrates the efficacy of the technologies and/or
operational measures for those species. A complete narative description is contained in the NPDES permit
application. . ' .

b. Calculations of the reduction in impingement mortality and entrainment of all life stages of fish and shellfish -
that would be achieved by the technologies and/or operational measures selected, based on the IM&E study.
The total reduction in mortality must be assessed against the calculation baseline.

_c. Design and engineering drawings, and calculation results and descriptions, prepared by a qualified
professional to support the descriptions required by paragraph a. above. .
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Chapter 1. Surface Discharge Stations -
S. Spema] Requirements
5. 12 The DCT Plan shall be submitted to the MPCA for review and apprnval by October 28 2006.

316(b) Demonstration .
Technology Installation and Operahnn Plan

5.13 A Technology Installation and Operation Plan (TIO Plan) shall be submiited for MPCA review and approval.
The TIO Plan shall includes the following in atcordance w1th 316(b) Rule requirements:

a. A schedule for the maintenance of any new design and construction technologies. The technology
installation shall be reasona.bly scheduled to ensure that meacts to energy reliability and sipply are minimized.

b. List of operational and other pa:amaters to be mun;tored, and the locanons and frequency for monitormg

c.’ List of activities to be undertaken to ensure to the degree prachcablc the efficacy of installed design and
construction tcchnolugles and nperanunal measures, and the schedule for implementation.

d. A schedule and methndolngy for assessing the efficacy of any installed design and construction technologies
and operational measures in meeting apphcable performance standards or site specific requirements, including
an adaptive management plan for revising design and construction technologies, operational measures, operation
and maintenance requirements, and/or monitoring requiremenis if the assessment indicafes that applicable
performance standards (impingement mortality and entrianment reductions) are not being met.

5.14 The TIO Plan shall be submitted to the MPCA. for review and approval by October 28;2006. The Perniittee
_shall meet the terms of the TIO Plan in accordance with MPCA approval of the TIO Plan, including any -
revisions to the adaptive management plan component of the TIO Plan that may be necessary should applicable
performance standards (mpmgement mortality and entrainment reductions) not be met.

' 316(b) Demonstration
Veﬁ'ﬁcatiou'Monitoﬁng Plan

5.15 The Permittee shall submit a Verification Monitoring Plan (VM Plan) to the MPCA for review and approval.
The VM Plan shall describe the monitoring to be conducted over a period of 2 years designed to verify that the
full-scale performa.ncs of the proposed or already implemented technologies and/or operational measures are
successful in meeting the performance standards (applicable impingement mortality and entramment
reductions). The VM Plan shall provide the following:

a. Descripﬁon uf the frequency and duration of momtunng, the parameters to be monitored, and the basis for
determining the parameters and the frequency and duration of monitoring. The parameters selected and duration
and frequency of monitoring shall be consistent with any methodology for assessing success in meeting
applicable performance standards in the TIO Plan. The method for assessment of success shall be specified
including the averaging period for determining the percent reduction in impingement mortality.

b. A proposal on how natﬁrally moribound fish and shellfish that enter the cooling water intake structure would
be identified and ta.ken into account in--assessing success in meeting the performance: standard

c A descnpnun of the information to be mcluded in a subsequent blanmal status report to the MPCA.
'5.16 The VM Plan shall be submitted to the MPCA by Octubcr 28, 2006.

ATTACHMENT B Page B-18



Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
License Renewal Application
Appendix E — Environmental Report

Permit Modified: June 30, 2006 . Xcel - Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Pago 16
Permit Expires: August31, 2010 ’ Permit #: MN0004006

Chapter 1. Surface Discharge Stations
5. Sp;ecial Requirements

5.17 Verfication monitoring in accordance with the VM Plan shall be conducted for a period of 2 years to
demonstrate whether the design and construction technology and/or operational measures meet the applicable
performance standard (impingement mortality and entrainment reduction). A final report on verification
monitoring shall be submitted to the MPCA within 120 days of completion of verification monitoring. The
MPCA may approve a change to the plan at any time. The plan elements and procedures shall be followed as
described in the latest approved version of the plan. The Perinittee may make changes to the studies and plan
upon request to, and approval by, the MPCA.

316(b) Demonstration
Records

5.18 The Permittee shall maintain records of significant data used to develop the IEM, TIO Plan, VM Plan; record
regarding compliance with the requirements of the 316(b) Rule; and any compliance monitoring data for a
period of at least 5 years from permit issuance. : '

316(b) Demonstration
Biennial Status Rel_:mrt

5.19 The Permittee shall submit a biennial status report beginning July 1, 2011 to the MPCA. . The biennial status
report shall summarize monitoring data and other information relevant to performance of the installed
" technology and/or operation measures. Other information shall include summaries of significant operation and
. maintenance records and summaries of adaptive management activities, or other information relevant to
determining compliance with the facility's TIO Plan. - o -

Chapter 2. Surface Water Stations
1. Sampling Location '

1.1 Temperature monitoring for SW Station 001 shall be taken by 3 separate probes locatéd immediately
downstream of Lock and Dam No. 3-on three piers dividing the four gated sections of the dam. Individual
temperature (maximum, average, and minimum) data from edch probe shall be collected and submitted.
Complidnce with the 5 degree F maximum allowable increase at SW 001 shall be'based on the monthly average
of the daily maximum temperature at the three probes. Temperature monitoring for SW Station 002 shall be
taken at a point in the intake channel representative of river water temperature unaffected by the plant thermal
discharge. Temperature monitoring for SW Station 003 shall be taken in the main river channel at a point
unaffected by the plant thermal discharge. Temperature monitoring for SW Station 004 shall be taken in-
Sturgeon Lake at one or more points unaffected by the plant for thermal discharge.

2. Discharge Monitoring Reports

2.1 The Permittee shall submit monitoring results in accordance with the limits and monitoring requirements for this
station. If flow conditions are such that no sample could be acquired, the Permittee shall check the "No Flow"
box and note the conditions on the Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR).

2.2 For parameters required to be monitored continuously, portions of the monitoring data will occasionally be lost
when equipment is out of service for repairs or while performing routine instrument calibrations and
maintenance. In such cases, loss of one hour or less of data in a calendar day need not be reported unless the
Permittee has reason to believe that resulting values reported on the DMR are not representative of actual
conditions.

3. Requirements for Specific Stations

3.1 SW 001: Submit a monthly DMR month]j( by 21 days after the end of each calendar month following permit .
issuance. :
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Chapter 2. Surface Water Stations
3. Requirements for Specific Stations

3.2 SW 002: Submita mnnthly DMR monthly by 21 days after the end of each calendar month following penmt
issuance.

3.3 SW 003: Submit a monthly DMR:monthly by 21 days aﬂer the end of each calendar month following permtt
_issuance.

3.4 SW 004: Subrmt a monthly DMR monthly b}r 21 clays aﬂer the end of each calendar month following permit
issuance. .

4, Special Requirements
Exceedance of Permit Thermal Limitations Under Energy Emergencles

4.1 The: thermal limitations of this. permit may be exceeded for a limited period under extreme condmons of
electrical energy emergencies. Exceedance of the thermal limitations may occur only during electrical energy
emergencies. For purposes of this permit an "electrical energy emergency” is defined as the time panod when
Northern States Power Company's, d/b/a Xcel Enargy (Permittee or Xcel Energy), generating system is in . .
System Conditioning Operating Code Red, or when in System Code Orange (danger) if degradation to Code Red
appears likely absent corrective action.

4. 2 System Code Red (emergency) occurs when the energy supply is suh_]ect to, but not limited to, parﬂa] power
interruptions, curtailment of energy supply to controlled customers and peak controlled customers, power
interruption to commercial customers, and reduction of peak voltage. It represents a situation where all
electrical reserves have been exhausted, the electrical grid is unstable, and electrical demand has exceeded
electrical supply. Code Red is also commonly referred to as a "brown-out". A Code Red may also lead to
interruption to retail customers and power interruption, commonly referred to as a rotating "black-out".

System Code Orange (danger) occurs when the entire electrical system is vulnerable to instability due a single
failure, such as a potential transmission fault, loss of a generating unit, or other technical failure. It represents a
situation where electric power demand is currently being met but utility equipment is being operated at or near
maximum dependable capacity and remaining energy reserves are extremely low or non existent. Under Code
Orange energy controlled customers and energy peak customers are being curtailed, external energy is
unavailable, and loss of an Xcel electrical generating unit or external purchase would result in Xcel being unable
to meet required NERC (North American Electric’ Rellal:ul:ty Council) operating requlrements

4.3 Thermal limitation exceedances may occur only under the followmg conditions:

1. Thermal limitation exceedances will only be considered under an electrical energy emergency Keel Energy
shall base decisions regarding thermal limitation exceedances on engineering and operational measures
necessary to maintain stable regional energy supplies and protect critical generation and transmission equipment.
Xcel Energy shall take all reasonable corrective actions available to avoid thermal ]jmjtaiion exceedances.

2. Thermal limitation exceedances are allowable only after Xcel Energy has exhausted all other reasonable
alternatives or determined them to be inadequate.  These alternatives include, but are not limited to, use of all
available Xcel Energy power generation mcludmg Xcel Energy oil burning facilities and reserves, energy
purchases, demand side mandgement measures, curtailment of non-essential auxiliary load, and public appeals
for voluntary energy conservation measures. Energy costs, either incurred at Xcel Energy generating facilities
or through energy purchased, shall not be a factor in exhaustmg these altematwas

3. Xcel Energy shall restore uperatmns to return to compliance with permit therma! lumtatlons as soon as
possible upon termination of the electrical energy emergency, that is, upon return-to a stable system Code
Orange (danger) or better system cude The duration of thermal limitation exceedances shall be minimized.
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Chapter 2. Surface Water Stations

4. Special Requirements

44 _ L
4, Xcel Energy shall limit the severity of thermal limitation exceedances to the extent possible. Xcel Energy
shall maintain any existing cooling tower systems and other cooling systeéms used to remove heat from cooling

-water to be discharged, so that these cuoling systems are cumpla‘tc]y available during energy emergéncies.

5. Xcel Energy shall attempt to notify the MPCA in advance of its intent to exercise this provision fo axcccd the
permit thermal limitations under an electrical energy emergency. .If Xcel Energy is unable to provide advance

_ notificdtion, due to sudden problems caused by storms,. unplanned loss of critical generation or transmission, or *
similar circumstances causing conditions to rapidly deteriorate, Xcel Energy shall notify MPCA. staff as soon as
possible after the initial response actions are completed. If the event occurs after normal business hours ora-
weekend Xcel Energy shall notify the State Duty Officer and provide follow up notification to MPCA the riext
business day.

. 6. Xcel Energy shall institute monitoring for any environmental impacts during exceedances of the thermal
limitations. Specifically Xcel Enai-gy shall institute periodic biological observations of the zone of influence of
the thermal discharge on the receiving water and any plant discharge canal, to monitor for signs of dead or
distressed fish and other aquatic life. Any dead or distressed fish observed shall be tabulated and recorded by
Xcel Energy staff and reported within orie day, or the next business day if on a weekend, to the MPCA and the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNR).

Xcel Energy shall submit a monitoring plan for blologmal observations during electrical energy emergencles,
within 30 days after issuance of this permit. .

4‘5 . . ) . . ) ] : ) .

7. Xcel Energy shall comply with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) requirements
concerning any costs or charges lewed by the MDNR for ﬁsh or other aquatlc orgamsms lost due to any tharmal
limitation exceedances

8. Unlass otherwise specified by the MPCA, during an electrical energy emergency Xcel Energ‘y shall provide a.
daily summary of the status of plant opérations, the nature and extent of any permit deviations or exceedances of
the thermal limitations, any mitigating actions being taken, and any observed environmental impacts. The daily
summaries shall be provided by telephorie and e-mail message to the MFCA durmg busmess days. Daily
summaries during the weekend shall be provided by e-mail message.
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Chapter 2. Surface Water Stations
4. Special Requirements

46 . .
9. Xcel Energy shall provide a written summary of any thermal limitation exceedances pursuant to an electrical
energy emergency within 30 days of termination of the energy emergency. The summary shall address at a

a. The specific cause of the electrical energy e:ﬁergency and information describing the conditions leading to
the energy emergency which'may include but are not limited to, weather conditions and power dcmands

b. The system code that Xcel Energy was operating under and all steps that Xcel took to lower energy demand
and/or increase energy output in order to prevent a thermal limitation exceedance. These steps include, but are
not limited to; items such as operation of peaking and oil burning plants, internal load reduction measures,
energy purchases, public appeals for voluntary energy reduction, implementation of curtailment of service to
interruptible customers, power interruption to commercml custcmers, eic. . :

c. A statemant confirming that the eIe.ctrlcaI energy emergency Ieadmg to axceedances of" thema! limitations

* was unintentional and that theie was no known, viable engineering alternative for deviation from the planit- s
permitted thermal limitations. A similar statement confirming that the electrical energy emergency leading to
exceedances of thermal limitations resulted from factors beyond Xcel Energy's control and did not result from
operator error, improperly designed facilities, lack of preventative maintenance, or increases in production
beyond the design capacity of the freatment faclhty (cooling eqmpment) .

4.7
- d. A written summary of the technical aspects of the facility that are mvolved with cooling and mamtammg
compliance with thermal lmntanuns .

e. Information or any alternatives to a thermal limitation exceedance and impacts that would likely have
occurred if power generation was reduced in order to avoid a thermal limitation exceedance. Such impacts may
include public health and safety, public security issues; damage to generating plants, disruption of commercial
and industrial processes, and related potential impacts.

f. Ifit is determined thzrt the thermal limitation exceedance was the result of madaquate design, operatmns or
maintenance, the actions Xcel Energy will take to avoid a future thermal limitation exceedance.
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Chapter 2. Surface Water Stations
4. Special Requirements

4.8 This provision is meant to provide for limited and infrequent short-term exceedances of the permit thermal
limitations solely under extreme and relatively unique circumstances (such as an unusual heat wave). This
provision does not preclude thé MPCA from subsequently requiring Xcel Energy to resolve any recurring
thermal limitation exceedances through installation of additional cooling equipment, or othér measures to

" remove excess heat, in the event that thermal exceedances become relatively frequent or are thc result of ~
inadequate design under normal (non-emergency) conditions.

This provision does not preclude the MPCA from taking any enforcement action pursuant to thermal limitation .
exceedances if the above conditions are not followed.

Chapter 3. Waste Stream Stations

1. Sampling Location

1.1 Samples for Station WS 001 and WS 002 shall be taken at each internal wastestream, units 1 and 2, cooling
water discharge or at another point representative of the dlscha.rge prior to mixing with circulating water or - any
other waters.

1.2 The Pernuttee shall submit monitoring results for discharges in n accordance with the limits- and momtormg
requirements for this station. Ifno discharge occurred during the reporting period, the Permittee shall check the
"No Discharge" box on the Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR). -

1.3 For parameters requlrcd to be monitored connnucus]y, portions of the monitoring data will occasionally be lost
when equipment is out of service for repairs or while performing routine instrument calibrations and
maintenance.. In such cases, loss of one hour or less of data in a calendar day need not be reported unless the
Permittee has reason fo behe\re that resulting values reported on the DMR are not representative of actual
conditions: :

2. Requirements for Specific Stations

2.1 WS 001: Submit a monthly DMR monthly by 21 days afier the end of each calendar month following permit
issuance.

2.2 WS 002: Submit 4 monthly DMR munthly by 21 days after the end of each calendar month following pcnmt
issuance. :

3. Special Requirements

3.1 If the need arises to raise the halogen level above 2.0 mg/l for WS 001 and WS 002, units 1 and 2 plant cooling
‘water, a calculation shall be performed using the actual condenser/circulating water and cooling water flow
halogen demand determined at that time. This information shall be submitted with the other monitoring data
required in the monthly DMR

3.2 A calculation shall be performed using the actual cooling water flowrate, condenserfclrculaung water flow rate
and the halogen demand of 0.5 mg/l. The calculation consists of the ratio of total cooling water flow rate to the
_ condenser/circulating water flow rate multiplied by the highest measured cooling water halogen level, minus the
condenser/circulating water demand (0.5 ppm) The value should be a negative value showing that all thc o
: halcgen was used prior to discharge to the rive)
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(_Jl;aptef 4. Industrial Process Wastewater
1. Prohibited Discharges

1.1 The Permittee shall prevent the routing of pollutants from the facility to a municipal wastewater treatment
system in any manner unless authorized by the prctreatment standards of the MPCA and the municipal authority.

1 .2 The Permittee shall not transport pnl]ulants to a municipal wastewater treatment system that will interfere with
the operation of the treatment system or cause pass~t.hrough \rlolatwns of effluent llmtts or water quality
standards.

1.3 This permit does not authorize the discharge of sewage, wash water, scrubber water, spills, oil, hazardous
substances, or equipment/vehicle cleaning and maintenance wastewaters to ditches, wetlands or other surface
waters of the state except as permitted in the NPDES permtt, for site treatrnent systems.

2. Hydrotest Discharges
2.1 The Permittee shall notify the MPCA ‘prior to discharging hydrostatic test waters. The Permittee shall provide

-information necessary to evaluate the potential impact of this discharge and to ensure comphance with t}ns
permit. This information shall include:

. a, the proposecl discharge dates;

; b._ the name and location of receiving wate:s,. including city or township, county, and townéhipfrange location;’
c. an e\raluatlon of the nnpact of the d:scharge on the receiving waters in re!atlon to the water qua]nty standards,
d. amap identifying d:scha.rge location(s) and monitoring pomt(s),

" e. the estimated average and ma.x_x_mum discharge_ rates;

f. the estimated total flow volumé of discharge;

g. the water supply for the test water, with a copy of the appropriate Minnesota Dapamnent of Natural -
Resaurces (DNR) wa.tcr appropriation permit;

h, water qua].lty data for the water supply,
i proposed treatment metbod(s) before dlscharge, and

j. methods to be used to prevent scouring and erosion due to the discharge.

2.2 The above notificaiton procedure does not apply to routine hydrostatic tests of plant equipment provided all of
the following conditions are met: .

a. The test is conducted using the equipment's normal process water.

b. The hydmstanc discharge is through the demguated outfall for that eqmpment when in normal operation (as
identified in this permit). - :

c. The water meets all apphcable d:scharge criteria for that outfall, mc[udmg volume and rate.

_d. There are no residual chemicals or contaminants prescnt of a type or at levels beyone those already reviewed
and approved as acceptable by the MPCA staff for that outfall.

3. Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)

3.1 PCBs, including but not limited to those used in electrical I:ansforme.rs and capacitors, shall not be discharged
or released to the environment.
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Chapter 4. Industrial Process Wastewater
4. Application for Permit Reissuance

4,1 The pérmit application shall include priority pollutant analytical data as part of the application for reissuarice
this permit. These analyses shall be done on individual samples taken during the two year period before the
reissuance application is submitted. .

Chapter 5. Dredged Material Management
1. Authorization ' _
1.1 This permit is intended to regulate the storage, disposal and/or reuse of dredged material.

1.2 This permit authorizes the Permittee to store, dispose, and/or reuse dredged material in accordance with the
provisions of this permit. ’ . :

1.3 This permit does not authorize or otherwise regulate dredging activity. However, dredging activity is subject to

the water quality standards specified in Minnesota Rules chs. 7050 and 7060. :

Initiation of dredge activities shall not commence until the Permittee has obtained all federal, state and/or local
approvals that may be required for a particular project, including bt not limited to state permits regulating
activities in the bed of public waters as defined in Minn. Stat. sec..105 from the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (DNR), federal perniits for dredged or fill material from the U.8. Army Corps of Engineers,
and local permits from the appropriate Soil and Water Conservation District, county or local unit of government
@LUG). . " ) . .

1.4 Compliance with the terms-and conditions of this permit réleases the Permittee from the requirement to.obtain'a
separate permit for construction and/or industrial activities at the storage, disposal and/or reuse site that would,
otherwise require the Permittee to obtain a construction and/or industrial storm water permit in accordance with
the Clean Water Act and Agency rules, except where the use.or reuse of dredged material is occurring ata

location separate from other activity covered by this permit.
2. Sampling and Analyses.’ ' '

2.1 Characterization of sediment from the proposed dredge site must be completed prior to the initiation of dredging
activity. Results of sediment characterization must be compiled and submitted to the MPCA prior to the start of
dredging. Characterization shall consist of at least a grain size analysis and, if applicable, baseline and
additional sediment analysis per Tables 3 and 4 of Appendix 1.-

" 2.2 Grain Size Analysis -

The Permittee shall complete a sieve grain size analysis using ASTM Method C-136 for the gradation analysis
arid ASTM Method D-2487 for ¢lassification. The minimum number of samples required for the analysis shall
be determined using table 1 in Appendix 1. If the sieve analysis obtained is greater than 95 percent sands then
the material is acceptable for Tier 1 or 2 use and additional analytical sampling is not required.

2.3 Baseline Sédiment Analysis
Dredged material not excluded from additional analysis (as determined by the grain size analysis), must be
analyzed for the constituents listed in Table 2 of Appendix 1.

2.4 Additional Analysis ’
If it is established through a review of past activities at the site that there is a reasonable likelihood for a

pollutant to be present in sediment at a dredge site, the dredged material muct be analyzed for additional
analyte(s) in accordance with Table 3 and Table 4 in Appendix 1.
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Chapter 5. Dredged Material Management

3. Rehandling, Off-Loading and Transportation of Dredged Material

3.1 Dredged materials shall be managed in a manner so as to minimize the amount of material returned by spl.llage,
erosion or other discharge to waters of the state during rehandling, off- “loading and/or transportation activities.

3.2 Areas for the rehandlmg and/or off- lnadlng of dredged rnater:al shall be sloped away from surface water or
otherwise controlled.

3.3 Dredged material hauled on federal, state, or local highways, roads, or streets must be hauled in such_a way as to
* prevent dredged material from leaking, spilling, or otherwise being deposited in the right-of-way. Dredged
material deposited on a public roadway must be immediately removed and properly disposed.

3.4 Tracked soil and/or dredged material shall be removed from impervius surfaces that do not drain back to the
- dredged material storage, disposal and/or reuse facility within 24 hours of discovery, and placed in the storage
disposal and/or reuse facility site.

4, Siin‘age, Dlsposal and/or Reuse of Dredged Material .

4.1 Authorization. Prior to the use of a new (different from already disclosed) site for the storage, drsposal and/or
reuse of dredged material, the Permittee shall obtain written MPCA approval for such use. -

" 4.2 General. Any site used for the storage, disposal and/or reuse of a dredged material shall be operated and
maintained by the Permittee to control runoff, including stormwater, from the fac:hty to prevent the exceedance
of water quality standards specified in Minnesota Rules, chs. 7050 and 7060.

4. 3 The Permittee may dispose of dredged material at a permitted solid waste landfill, through on-site dlspl’.‘lsal or
through reuse for a beneficial purpose, as follows: .
a. Temporary storage and/or treatment of dredged material at the dredge project slte Temporary storage of
dredged material is subject to the requirements of part 3.4 of this chapter.
b. Disposal of dredged material at the dredge project site. Disposal of dredged matena] is subject to parts 3.5
through 3.36 of this chapter.
c. Reuse of dredged material for beneficial purpuses ‘Reuse of dredged material is sub_]ectto parts 3.37 through

- 3.39 of this chapter. ) .

A, Temporary Storage and/or Treatment of Dredged Material

4.4 All of the following requirements apply to the temporary storage and/or treatment of dredgéd material: .

a. Temporary storage shall not exceed 1 year. Storage or accumulation of dredged material for more than 1 year
constitutes disposal, and is subject to the disposal facility requu-ements of parts 3.5 through 3.36 of this chapter.
‘b. Dredged materials shall be managed in a manner so as to minimize the amount of material retirned by
spillage, erosion or other discharge to waters of the state. Best management practices for the management of
dredged materials are outlined in the MPCA fact sheet, "Best Management Pracnces for the Management of
Dredged Material".

¢. If dikes, berms or silt fences have been constructed to contain temporary stockpiles of dredged material, they
shall not be removed until all material has been removed from the stockpile.

B. Disposal of Dredged Material

4 5 Notification. ‘Notification of a new or existing dredge disposal faclhty shall'be submitted for MPCA review anu
approval.

4.6 Disposal facilities shall be constructed!operated in accordance with local requirements, including the
requirement to obtain a permit, license, or other governmental approval to initiate construction.
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Chapter 5. Dredged Material Management
4. Storage, Dispnsa] and/or Reuse of Dredged Material

* - 4.7 Initial Site Plan. An initial site plan shall be prepared and submitted for MPCA review and approval. The initial
" site plan shall consist of volume calculations for the final permitted capacity and a map of the facility. The map .
of the facility shall include the permitted boundaries, dimensions, site contours (at contour intervals of two feet
or less), soil boring locations with surface elevations and present and planned pertinent features, including but -
not limited to roads, screening, buffer zone, fencing, gate, shelter and equipment buildings, and surface water
diversion and drainage. The initial site plan must be signed by a land surveyor registered in Minnesota or a
professional engineer registered in Minnesota. o .

4.8 Delineation and Identification of Permitted Waste Boundary. The p_erimefér or outer limit of a dredged material

- disposal facility shall be indicated by permanent posts or signage. In addition, a permanent sign, identifying the

operation and showing the permit number of the sité, shall be posted at the dredged material disposal facility.
" Site Selection and Use :

4.9 Locational Prohibifions. All of the following lecational standards apply to any facility for the disposal of -
dredged material: : ’ .
a. The disposal facility must be located entirely above the high water table.

b. The disposal facility must not be located within a shoreland or wild and scenic river land use district governed
by Minn. R. chapters 6105 and 6120. : :

c. The disposal facility must not be located within a wetland, unless the Permittee has obtained all federal, state -

and/or local approvals that may be required for a particular project. :
d, The disposal area shall not be located in an area which is unsuitable because of topography, geoclogy,
hydrology, or soils. _ e s .

4,10 Separation Distances. A minimum s_cparatfon distance of 50 feet must be maintained between the boundaries of
the disposal facility and the site property line. - C
- Design Requirements
4.11 The following design standards apply to a facility used for the disposal of dredged materials:
a. An earthen containment dike, or other MPCA approved embankment and/or other sediment control

measure(s), shall be established around the perimeter of the dredged material disposal facility (permitted waste
- boundary). . : ’

b. Site preparation shall allow for orderly development of the site. Initial site preparaﬁnns shall include clearing .

and grubbing, topsoil stripping and stockpiling, fill excavation, if appropriate, drainage control structures, and
other design features necessary to construct and operate the facility. '
¢. Surface water runoff shall be diverted around dredged materials disposal facilities to prevent erosion, and
protect the structural integrity of exterior embankments from failure. ’ )
d. Slopes and drainageways shall be designed to prevent.erosion. Slopes longer than 200 feet shall be
interrupted with drainageways. ) ) e ) :
e. Final slopes for the fill area shall be a minimum two percent and a maximum 20 percent, and shall be
consistent with the planned ultimate use for the site. ' ) ' .

- g. Final cover shall consist of at least 18 inches of soil with the top 12 inches capable of sustaining vegetative
h. For a system that will impound water (e.g. hydraulic dredging) with a constructed dike over 6 feet in height, .
" or that impound more than 15 acre-feet of water, the system is subject to Minn. R. parts 6115.0300 through
6115.0520 [state Dam Safety Program]. Contact state Dam Safety Program staff at (651) 296-0521 for more -
information. . .
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Chapter 5. Dredged Material Managéement
4. Storage, Disposal and/or Reuse of Dredged Material

4,12 Site Stabilization. The Permittee shall stabilize the dredged materlal d15posa] Tfacility before any disposal in the
facility is allowed, as follows:.

a. The exterior slope of all permanent dikes or berms shall be no steeper than 3to 1. (honzontal to vertical). The

exterior slopes of all permanent dikes or berms must be seeded and a soil fixative (e.g. mulch, blanket) applied
“within 72 hours of the completion of any grading work on the slopes.

b. If grading work is completed too late in the growing season to seed or plant the desired species, then the
"Permittee must propagate an annual cover crop that can be dormant seeded or planted and must apply a soil
fixative to the site. At the very minimum, the Permittee must apply a soil fixative to the exterlor slopes of all
permanent dikes or berms prior to the first snowfall.

c. Silt fences, if used, must be properly installed. The silt fences shall be tall enough and installed at a sufficient
distance from the base of the permanent dikes/berms or “temporary stockpiles to create a reasonable secondary
containment area.

4.13 Operatmnal Plan. An Operational Plan of the site and immediately adjacent area shall be developed and
implemented, and shall show progressive development of trench and/or area fills and any phase consirucnon
The scale of the development plan shall not bé greater than 200 feet per inch. .

4.14 Facilities for the disposal of dredged material shall be designed by a professional engineer registered in the state
of Minnesotd, and in accordance with the criteria in parts 3.13 and 3.14 of this chapter. The Pérmittee shall
construct the facllity in accordance with these design plans and specifications under the direct supervision of a
professional engineer regtstere.d in the state of Minnesota. -

4.15 Certification Requited. Prior to use of a facility for the d!qusal of dredged material under this part, the
" Permittee shall obtain and submit written certification from an engineer licensed in Minnesota stating that the -
disposal facility meets the requirements of parts 3.13 and 3.14 of this chapter; and-has been ‘constructed in
accordance with the design plans and specifications.

Site Management, leltatwns, and Restrictions

4.16 New or Expanded Facilities. All of the following requlrements apply o the construction of Hiew or expanded
facilities used for the disposal of dredged material:
a. The Permittee shall pIa.n for and u:nplement construct:on practu:es that minimize erosion and mamtam dike
integrity.
b. Erosion control measures shall be established on all downgradlent penmeters pnor to the initiation of any
upgradient land-disturbing construction activities.
¢. Surface runoff must be directed around and away from the storage and/or dlsposal facility site, unnl the site is
stabilized, usually by assuring that vegetative cover is well-established.
d. Sediment control practices shall be designed and implemented to minimize sediment ﬁ'om entering surface -
waters. The timing of the installation of sediment control practices may be adjusted to accommodate short-term
activities such as equipment access. Any short-term activity must be cemp]eted as quickly as possible and the
sediment control practices must be installed immediately after the activity is completed. However, sediment
control pracnces must be installed before the next preclpltauon event even if the activity is not complete.
e. All erosion and sediment control measures shall remain in place until final stabilization has been established.
Permanent cover or final stabilization methods are used to prevent erosion, such as the placement of rip rap,
sodding, or permanent seeding or planting. Permanent seeding and planting must have a uniform perennial
vegetation cover of at least 70 percent density to constltu!e final stabll:zatmn .
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Chapter 5. Dredged Material Management
4. Storage, Di'spusa] and/or Reuse of Dredged Material

4.17 Management of Disposal Facilities. The following standards apply to a facility used for the dlspusal of dredged
material:
a. Each fill phase shall be outlined with grade stakes, and staked for proper grad_mg and filling,
b. All trenches or fill areas shall be staked with permanent markers,
c. A permanent benchmark shall be installed on-site and show its location on the facility as-built plan.
d. Run-on and run-off of stormwater shall be controlléd. The owner or operator must implement management
practices designed to control run-on and run-off'of stormwatér from the disposal facility. .
e. Vegetative cover shall be established within 120 days of reaching the final permitted capacity of the dredged
material disposal facility, or within 120 days of the inactivation or completion of a phase of the facility thereof.
f. If the disposal facility contains any particulate matter that may. be subject to wind dispersion, the owner or
operator shall cover or otherwise manage the dredged material to control wind dispersion.
g. Nuisance conditions resulting from the d:sposal of dredged matenal shall be controlled and managed by the
facility owner or operator.
h. Cover slopes shall be’ surveyed and staked during placement.

Inspection and Maintenance

4.18 Periodic Site ]nsper:.tmns The Penmttee shall 1nspcct the dlsposal facility to'ensure integrity of the erosion
- control measures, system stability and dredged material containment. At a minimum, the famhty shall be -
Jnspected .
a. prior to the initial placement of any dredged mate.nal in the facility; and, :
b. within 24 hours of each significant storm event and/or the subsidence of flood events or,
c. atleast once per month if a and/or b, above, are not occurring.
Inspections may be less frequent once a project is complete assuming all material has been transported to an
off-site permitted facility or reused in accordance with this permit and is vegetated.

419 Recordkeepmg The Permitteé shall record the date of each mspectlon any problem identified with the facility,
and the action(s) taken to correct any identified problem. The Permittee shaIl keep these inspection recurds on
site and available to MPCA staff upon request.

4.20 Nonfunctioning erosion and sediment control measures shall be repaired, replaced or supplemented with
functioning erosion and/or-sediment control measures within three days of discovery.

4.21 Dikes and berms constructed to contain hydraulically dredged material and the attendant liquid must be
maintained free of all types of animal burrows. Animal burrows should be backflled with eompacted materlal
-within three days of discovery.

4,22 Where dredging and disposal have been suspended due to frozen ground conditions, the inspections and
madintenance shall begin as soon as weather conditions warrant, or prmr to resuming dredged material placement
in the disposal facility, whichever occurs first,

Sed]ment Removal and Disposal

_ 423 Dredged material shall be removed from chSposaI facilities id a manner so as to not damage the integrity and
‘effectiveness of the containment structure or area.

4.24 Dredged material removed from a storage, dlsposal and/or reuse facility shall be managed in accordance with
this chapter.

4,25 Recordkeeping. The Permit_tee shall record the dates, the volume of dredged material removed from the disposal
facility, and the method and location of the disposition (disposal or reuse) of such materials. This information
shall be submitted w:th the annual 'Dreclged Material Report', as specified in the 'Annual Report' part of this
chapter.

Closure and Post-Closure Requirements
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‘4, Storage, Disposal and/or Reuse of Dredged Material

4.26 The Permittee must cease to dispose of dredged materials and immediately close the dredged material disposal
facility when:
a. the Permittee declares the dredged material disposal faclhty closed;
b. all fill areas reach final permitted capamty,
c. an agency permit held by the facxhty expires, and renewal of the perm.tt is not applied for, or is apphed for and
denied; -
d. an agency permit for the facility is revoked; and/or,
e. an agency order to cease operations is issued.-

4.27 Closure Plan. The Permittee shall prepare and submit a 'Closure Plan' for. the ﬁnal closure of a dredged matcrlal
disposal facility for MPCA review and approval.

428 The 'Closure Plan' shall identify the steps needed to close the entire site at the end of its Dperatmg hfe The
closure plan shall include the following elements:
a. A description of how and when the entire facility will be closed. The description shall include the estimated
year of closure and a schedule for completing each fill phase.
b. An estimate of the maximum quantity of dredged material in storage at any time during the life of tha facility.
c. A cost estimate including an itemized breakdown for closure of each ﬁl] phase and. the total cost associated-
with closure activities at dredged matenal disposal facllltles

4, 29 A'copy of the approved ‘Closure Plan' and all revisions to the p]an shall be kept at the facility until closure is
completed and certified. At the time of closure, the agency will issue a closure documcnt in accordance with
Minn. R. part 7001.3055.

430 Amendment of Plan. The Permittee may amend the 'Closure Plan' (plan) any tlme during the life of the facility.
- The Permittee shall amend the plan whenever changes in the operating plan or facility design affect the closure
procedures needed, and whenever the expected year of closure changes. Required amendments shall be
completed within 60 days of any change or event that affects the closure plan

" 431 Notification of Final Facility Closure. The Permittee shall notify the commissioner at least 90 days before final
facility closure activities are to begin, except if the permit for the facility has been revoked.

4.32 Closure Performancé Standard. The Permittee must close the dredged material disposal facility in a manner that
eliminates, minimizes, or controls the escape of pollutants to ground water or surfice waters, to soils, or to tha
* atmosphere during the postclosure period,

4.33 Completion of Closure Activities. Within 30 days after receiving the last s]npment of dredged material for
disposal, the Permittee must begin the final closuré activities outlined in the approved 'Closure Plan' for the
‘dredged material disposal facility. Closure activities must be completed according to the approved 'Closure
Plan'. The comiissioner may approve a longer period if the owner or opérator demonstrates that the closure
activities will take longer due to adverse weather or other factors not in the control of the Permittee.

4.34 Closure Procedures.
a. Complete the appropriate activities outlined in the approved 'C!osure Plan'.’

- b. Complete final closure activities consisting of submitting to the county recorder and the commissioner a
detailed description of the waste types accepted at the facility and what the facility was used for, together with a
survey plat of the site. The plat must be prepared and certified by a land surveyor registered in Minnesota. The
landowner must record a notation on the deed to the property or on some other instrument normally examined.
during a title search, that-will in perpetuity notify any potential purchaser of the property of any special
conditions or limitations for use of the site, as set out in the 'Closure Plan' and closure document.
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Chapter 5. Dredged Material Managément
4. Storage, Disposal and/or Reuse of Dredged Material

4.35 Certification of Closure. When final facility closure is comple1ed the Permittee shall submit to the
commissioner certification by the Permittee and an engineer registered in Minnesota that the facility has ‘been
closed in accordance wlth this chapter.

The certification shall contain the following elements:

a. a completed and signed 'Site Closure Record’; :

b. documentation of closure, such as pictures, showing the construction techmqucs used during closure; and,
c. a copy of the notation carrying the recorder's seal which has been filed with the county recorder.

4.36 Post-Closure Care. After final closure, the Permittee shall comply with the following requirements:
a. restrict access to the facility by use of gates, fencing, or other means to prevent furfher dlsposal at
the site, unless the site's final use allows access;
b. maintain the integrity and effectiveness of the final cover; including making repairs to the ﬁnal cover
system as necessary to correct the effects of settling, subsidence, gas and leachate mlg;ration, erosion, root
penetration, burrowmg animals, or other events; . '
c. prevent run-on and mn-off from eroding or otberwnse damaging the ﬁnal cover;’
d. protect and maintain surveyed benchmarks

C. Beneficial Use or Re-Use of Diredged Material

4.37 Prior to the use or reuse of a dredged material, the Permmce shall determine the appropriate "sultable reuse
category” of the dredged material fo be used or reused, as descnbecl below.

'4.38 Suitable Reuse Categories.- The su[table reuse category ofa dredged material is based on the ana.lyzed
characteristics of the dredged material (sampled prior to dredging or in a.spoil pile after dreding) and
_ appropriately applied Soil Reference Values {SRVs), which are listed in Table 2 of Appendix 1 to thls permit.

For. thc purposes of this permit; dredged material intended for the benaﬁma.l use or reuse is categonzed into
three tiers: Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tier 3. If the sieve analysis obtained by a #200 sieve is greater than 95 percent
- sands then the material is acceptable for Tier 1 or 2 use and additional analytical samplmg is not required.

a. Tier 1 material is authorized to be used or reused at/on sites with a residential property use category. Tier 1 -
material i$ characterized by a contaminant level that is at or below all respective analyte concentrations listed in
the Tier 1 SRV column for any contaminant that can be reasonably expected to be present in the dredged -
material.

b. Tier 2 material is authorized to be used or reused on/at sites with an industrial or recreational use category.
Tier 2 material is characterized by a contaminant level that is at or below all respective analyte concentrations
listed in the Tier 2 SRV column for any contaminant that can be reasonably expacted to be present i inthe .
dredged material.

¢. Tier 3 material is NOT authorized to be used or reused under thlS permit,’ Tier 3 material is cha:actenzecl by
a contaminant level that is greater than any respective analyte concentrations listed in the Tier 2 SRV column for
any contaminant that can be reasonably expected to be present in the dredged material.

4.39 Storage Prior to Reuse. Storage of dredged mater:al prior to reuse or use is subject to the temporary storage
requirements of this chapter, or the disposal requirements of this chapter, as applicable.
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5. Annual Report

5.1 The annual 'Dredged Material Report' shall be on a form provided by the Comm:ss:oner, or another MPCA. -
approved form, and shall include the following elemerits: . -
a, Dates of dredging;

* b. Volume of material placed into storage or disposal facility; -

¢. Any incidents, such as spills, unauthorized discharge and/or other permit violations which may have occurred;
.d. Water level racords for the disposal facilities of hydrauhr:. dredging projects;
e. Such information as the MPCA. may reasonably require of the Permittee pursuant to Minn. R, 7001 and an
Stat. chap. 115 and 116 as amended;
f. For disposal’ Tacilities, the dates of "Periodic Site Inspections' reqlured by this chapter, and the status of erosion
control measures at the disposal facility;
g For disposal facilities, the dates, the volume of dredged matérial removed from the disposal facility, and the
method and location of the disposition (disposal or reuse) of such materials, .
h. For facilities that used or reused dredged material during the previous calendar year, the following
information shall alsé be provided:
i. A written description of the use or reuse of the dredged material;
ii. A written determination of the use category and appropnate Soil Reference Values (SRVs); and,
iiii. The results of an evaluation of the level of contaminants in the dredged material proposed for reuse for the .
respective SRVs.

. 6, Definitions

6.1 "Beach Nourishment" means the disposal of drédgad material on the beaches or in the water waterward starting
at or above the Ordinary High Water Level (OHWL) for the purpcse of adding to, replemshmg, or preventing
‘the erosion of, beach material.

6.2 "Beneficial Re-use" means the re-use of d.redged material, aﬂer the material has been dewatered, in projects such
as, but not limited to: road base, bmldmg base or pad, etc. ’

63 "Carriage, or Conveyance Water“ means the water portion of a sIu.rry of water and dredged material.

6:4 "Carriage Water Return Flow" mears the carnagc water which is returned to a receiving water after separation
- of the dredged material from the carriage water in a disposal, rehandling or treatment facility.

6.5 "Design capacity” means the total volume of compacted dredged materials, along with any topsoil, mterm1tten1
intermediate, and/or final cover, as calculated from final contour and cross-sectional plan sheets that define the
areal and vertical extent of the fill area. -

6.6 "Discharges of Dredged Material" means any addition of dredged material into waters of the state and includes
" discharges of water from dredged material disposal operations including beach nourishment, upla.nd or confined
disposal which return to waters of state. Material resuspended during uormal dredging operations is considered
" "de minimis" and is not a dredged material discharge.

-6.7 "Disposal Facility" _means a structure, site or area for the disposal of dredged material.
" 6.8 "Dredged Material" means any material removed from the bed of any waterway by dredging. -

6.9 "Dredging" means any part of the process of the removal of material from the beds of waterways; transport of
the material to a disposal, rehandling or treatment facility; treatment of the material, discharge of carriage or
interstitial water; and disposal of the material. .

6.10 "Erosion Control" means methods employed to prevent erosion. Examples include: soil stabilization practices,
horizontal slopa grading, temporary or permanent cover, and construction phasing. (look for SW definition)

6 11 "Final Stabilization" means that all soil disturbing activities at the site have been completed, and that a uniform -
perennial vegetative cover (a density of 70 percent cover for unpaved areas and areas not covered by permanent
structures) has béen established or equwalant permanent stabilization measures have been employed. Examples
.of vegetative cover practices can be found in Supplemental Specifications to the 1988 Standard Specifications
for Construction (Minnesota Department of Transportation, 1991).

ATTACHMENT B Page B-32



Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
License Renewal Application
Appendix E — Environmental Report

Permit Modified: June 30, 2006 Xcel - Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Page u
Permit Expires: August 31, 2010 ) Permit #: MN0004006

Chapter 5. Dredged Material Management
6. Definitions

6.12 "Flood Event" means that the surface elevation of a waterbody has risen to a level that causes the inundation or
submersion of areas normally above the Ordinary High Water Level. )

6.13 "Impoundment" means a natural or artificial body of water or sludge cnnﬁned hy a dam, dxke ﬂoodgate, or other
- barrier.

. 6.14 "Intcrstitial,‘ or Pore, Water" means ,water contfained in the interstices or voids of soil or rock in the dredged
material,

6.15 "Ordinary High-Water Level (OHWL)" means the boundary of waterbasins, watercourses, public waters, and
public waters wetlands, and shall be an elevation delineating the highest water level which has been maintained
for a sufficient period of time to leave evidence upon the landscape, commonly that point where the natural
vegetation Cs from predominantly aquatic to predominantly terrestrial, For watercourses, the ordinary high
water level is the elevation of the top of the bank of the channel, For reservoirs and flowages, the ordinary high
water level is the operating elevation of the normal summer pouI (Mum Stat. chap. 103G.005 Subd 14 and MN
Rule 6120.2500 Subp. 11.)

6.16 "Rehandling Facility" means a temporary storaga site or fac111ty used durmg the h'ansportatmn of dredged .
material to a treatment or disposal facility. )

6,17 "Significant Storm Event" means a storm event that is greater than 1.0 inches in magnitude and that occurs at
least 72 hours from thie previously measurable (greater ﬂlan 1.0 inch ramfa]l) storm event. The 72-hour storm
event interval may be waived where: -

. a. the preceding measurable storﬁ:'évent.did not result in a measurable dis'cha.rée from the faci]itj;; or,
b. the Permittee documents that less than a 72- hour interval is representative for Ioca! storm events during the

season when samplmg is being conducted.

) 6 18 "Stabilized" means staked sod, riprap, wood fiber blanket, or other material that prevents erosion from occurring
has covered the exposed gmund surface. Grass seed is not stabilization.

‘6.19 "Storage Facility" means a structure, site or area for the holding of dredged rnaterlal for more than 48 hours in
' quantities equal to or greater than ten cubic yards. Storage for more than 1 year constitutes disposal.

6.20 "Unconfined Disposal" méans the deposition of dredged ma.tanal in water, on the bed of a waterway.

6.21 “Upland Disposal” means the d1sposal of dredged materials landward from the ordmary hlgh~water level of a
waterway or waierb ody.

Chapter 6. Steam Electric

1. Authorizatlon

1.1 The Permittee is authorized to discharge condense;fclrculatmg water and noncontact cooling water in
accordance with and in compliance with the cﬂluent limitations, restr:ct:ons, and conditions contamed
. elsewhere in this permit.

1.2 The Permittee holds a Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Permit 80- 5081, which requires 1he fﬂCI].lt)'
to maintain the wetland (cluck pond) adjacent to the discharge canal.

1.3 The Permittee is not prohibited from a dlscharge of condenser/circulating water and coolmg water for use as a
de-icing agent at the intake structure should the need arlse

'

-2, Applicable Effluent Limitations - Thermal Limmatmn

2.1 The thermal waste streams shall not unpact the safety and propagation of a balanced, indigenous populatlon of
shellfish, fish, and wildlife in and on the Mississippi River.
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Chapter 6. Steam Electric
2. Applicable Effluent Limitations - Thermal Limitation

2.2 In accordance with the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, this permit may be re-opcned to insert a more
restrictive thermal limit or the requirement to conduct a 316(a) study if i it has been shown that the therinal
component(s) of the surface water discharges affect the safety and propagation of a ba]anced indigenous
population of shellfish, fish, and wildlife in and on the Mississippi River.

2.3 For the purpases of this permit, the fall trigger point is defined as the point at which the daily average upstream
a.mblcnt river tamperature falls below 43 degrees F for five consecutive days.

During the period April 1 through the fall thermal pmnt the Permittee shall operate the cooling towers and -
associated equ]pment, to the extent-necessary, in such a way that the coolmg water discharge satisfies the
following cundltlons

1) Does not raise the temperature of the receiving water immediately be'!ow Lock and Dam No. 3 by.more than 5
degrees F above ambient based on upstream monitoring data and the monthly averages of maximum-daily
temperatures at the three monitoring probes located on the piers dividing the four gated sections of the dam.

2) In no case shall it exceed a daily average temperature of 86 degrees F.”

3) Ifthe daily average ambient river temperature reaches 78 degrees F for two consecutive days, the Permittee
shall operate all cooling towers to the maximum extent practicable. For single unit operatlons, tl:us requirement
is satisfied hy operation of two of the four cooling towers. o

S 24 Durmg the eﬁ'ecuve period (beginning on the fall trigger pomt and ending March 31), or earlier as descnbed
below, plant thermal discharges shall be limited by ambient river temperature as fo]l_{_)ws

Onge the daily average ambient river temperature falls below 43 degrees F for five consecutive days, the
Permittee shall not raise the temperature of the receiving water imimediately below Lock and Dam No. 3 (SW
001) above 43 dagree F for an extended period of time. While operating under this restriction, if the da.l]y
‘average temperature in the recemng water measured at SW 001 (measured using three probes on the piers
dividing the four gated sections of the dam) equals or exceeds 43 degrees F for two consecutive days, the
Permittee shall notify the Commissioner and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. Following such
notification the Commission may require the Permittee to operate the cooling towers or take alternative action as
necessary until such time that the 43 degree F criteria can be consistently met.

2.5 The spring trigger point is defined as the point in time that the daily average ambient river temperatu.re increases
to 43 degrees F or above for five consecutive days, or April 1, whmhever occurs first,

The Permittee shall operate in the above manner (Section 2.4) thruughout the winter and into spring until the
spring trigger point. Once the spring 43 degree F daily average ambient river-temperature trigger or the April 1
date trigger has been reached, plant thermal limits default back to the requirements of Section 2.3 until the
following fall thermal trigger point. If the temperature trigger results in a partial month of operation under
Section 2.3 condltwns!requuements compliance with the Delta T of 5 dcg;rees F shall be based on the monthly
average of the maximum da:ly ambient temperatures on days after the trigger is reached.

From April 1, or earller as described above, through the fall ﬁlermal mgger point the reqmrements of Sacnon 2.3

apply. '

2.6 Abrupt temperature changes in the discharge due to changes in cooling tower operational modes or generator

" unit tripouts shall be minimized to the maximum extent practical to reduce the potential for thermal shock in the
receiving water (Mississippi River). The Permittee shall be responsible for fish Kills in the receiving water
(Mississippi River) and the recirculating water system due to thermal shock and chemical treatments.

2.7 The ambient river water temperatl.Ire shall be defined as the 1cm;jératu:e of the river at a point unaffected by the
plant or any other thermal discharge and shall be representatwe of the main river channel temperature and -
Stu rgeon Lake outlet temperature. .
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Chapter 6. Stéam Electric
2. Applicable Effluent Limitations - Thermal Limitation

2.8 The Permittee shall monitor the temperature of the receiving water meedwtely below Lock and Dam No. 3
continuously (using three probes on the piers dividing the four gated sections of the gates), and this data shall be
reported along with the monthly d:scharge monitoring reportx The Permittee shall maintain the site témperature
monitoring system for outfall SD 001.

2.9 The Permittee shall conduct temperature monitoring for stations including the. combmed effluent from the
condenser/circulating water system and cooling water system (SD001), upstream locations Strugeon Lake 1,
Sturgeon Lake 2, Diamond Bluff (main channel), the screenhouse inlet temperature (intake channel), and the
three separate temperature pmbas located at Lock and Dam No. 3 (on the piers dividing the four gated sections
of the dam). The minimum, maximum, and average temperatures shall be recorded daily at th&sc stations and
reported with the monthly dlscharge monitoring reports.

The Permittee shall maintain the site temperature monitoring system encompassmg ambient river temperatura,
Lotk and Dam No. 3, intake, and outfall SD 001. Eliminations or reductions in portions of the system may be
allowed as the mformauon is complled The Permittee may evaluate the reliability and/or representativeness of
the mornitoring system and its various stations. Any relocations in the system, and reduetlons or ehmmatwns of
monitoring reqmrements are subject o MPCA review and approval.

210 mumtormg equipment for Sturgeon Lake 1, Sturgeon Lake 2, or Diamond Bluff (main channel) is'out of
service, then intake temperature monitoring may be utilized as the back up for ambient river water temperature
determination. If either Sturgeon Lake 1 or Surgeon Lake 2 is out of service, the rema.lnmg station(s) may be
utilized as the backup for Sturgeon Lake temperature iriputs to determine ambiént river water temperature. The
Sturgeon Lake 1 and Sturgeon Lake 2 temperature momtormg equipment may be removed from service in the
fall after the daily average ambient river temperature is below 43 degrees F for two consecutive days. The
Sturgeon Lake 1 and Sturgeon Lake 2 temperature monitoring equipment shall be reinstalled in the spring; once
the potential for damage from ice and floating debris is mmima] It shall be installed pnur to, or as soon after
April 1 as practical. .

3. Chlorination

3.1 Chlormefbromme may be used only in the cooling water system, except chlorine or bromine may be used in the
condenser/circulating cooling water system periodically to treat for parasitic amoeba or zebra mussels provided
the circulating coo]ing water is dechlorinated prior to discharge. :

The Permittee shall monitor the amount and time of bromme.’chlnrme apphcanon and shall report it mcnthly on
the DMRs -

3. 2 During intermittent bromination the dlscharge of total residual oxudant (brommefch]onne used) at SD 001, shall
be limited to a total of 2 hours per 24 hour period and to an instantaneous maximum concentration of 0.05 mgﬂ
Durmg continuous chlorination the discharge of total residual oxidant shall be limited to an instantaneous
maximum concentration of 0.2 mg/l. The Permittee shall also monitor the amount and time of chlorine and or
bromine application and shall repurt it monthly along with the other monitoring reports

At times, p]ant configuration can result in shutdown of a unit's coolmg water pump (WS 0{}1 or WS 002) for a
short period of time with continuous chlorine/bromine injection in progress. During this time, chlorine/bromine
injection would continve via the normal injection path but could back flow through the idle cooling water pump
suction and be drawn into the condenser/circulating water system. Any chlofine/bromine would be subsequently

_discharged to SD 001, the normal discharge for both the cooling water and condensei/circulating water systems.:
In this off-normal p]ant configuration, chlorine/bromine injection may continue at the normal rate provided SD
001 discharge limits are not exceeded. Any plant operation in this off-normal confi iguration shall be documented
on the monthly DMR.
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_Chapter 6. Steam Electric
3, Chlorination

3.3 The discharge of total residual oxidants at SD001, bromine/chlorine used, shall be limited during intermitfent
bromination/chlorination to a total or two hours per 24-hour period from the facility. The Permittee shall also
monitor the amount and time of chlnrme and/or bromine apphcat:on and shall report it monthly along with the .
other monitoring reports. .

4, Intake Screens

4.1 The Permittee may operate with up to 3/8 inch mesh screens during the period September 1 Lhrmfgh March 31.
Dm'mg the April 1 through August 31 period, the Permittee shall use the 0.5 mm fine mesh screens, or alternate
minimum larger sized screens upon approval by the MPCA.

4.2 The intake screening system shall be maintained to provlde for continuous fine mesh screen uperat:on during the

sensitive period April 1 through August 31 in order to minimize mortality of fish and other organisms. '
* Operation shall include maintaining design screen wash pressures and operation of all intake scieens to

minimize fish impingement/entrainment and mortality. Maintenance of the intake screen system shall be
scheduled and completed during the less sensitive impingement/entrainment périod of September 1 through
March 31. This restriction applies only to routine planned maintenance that 1) requires the intake screening
system (or a portion of the system) to be taken out of service, and that 2) could reasonably be scheduled and
completed outside of the time period of concern (Ma:ch 31- Saptember 1) without adversely affecting personnel
safety or equipment reliability.

The Permittee shall minimize the a.mmini of time that intake screenhouse emergency bypass gates are open. The
emergency bypass gates may be opened when necessary to meet Nuclear Regulatory Commission reactor safety
and testing requirements or to allow for urgently required maintenance or repairs. If the bypass gates aré open
for more than 24 hours in a calendar month the dates and circumstances shall be reported n the next DMR.

4.3 Water used to rinse the intake screens shall be free of chlorine and chemical additives.
4.4 Large debris collectéd at the trash racks shall be disposed of so as to prevent it from entering waters of the state.

" *4.5 The Permittee shall be respcms;ble for fish kills in the recewmg water and the recirculating water system dueto
thermal shock and chemical treatments.

4.6 The permit may be reopened and modified based on ecological monitoring and stidies by the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Northern States Power, and
the MPCA.

- 4.7 The Permittee shall submit a monitoring plan to maintain ecological monitoring consistent with the Annual .
Environmental reports to the Commissioner for approval within 45 days of the effective date of this permit. The
monitoring plan shall include the impingement study discussed in'pm 4.6 above. The Commissioner shall
consult with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources in review and approva! of the ecological
monitoring plan.

I 4.8 The Permittee shall submit an Anmlal Buvn‘onmemal report to the Commissioner by July 1 of each year
summarizing the previous years' data collection.

4.9 The Commissioner shall consult with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources in review and approval of
the ecological moniforing submittals described in section 4.7 and 4.8 of this chapter.

Chapter 7. Stormwater
1. Authorization

1.1 This chapter authorizes the Permittee to discharge storm water associated with mdustrlal activity in accordance
‘with the terms and conditions of this chapter
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Chapter 7. Stormwater

2. Stormwater Pollution Pwvenﬁnn’ Plan

2.1 The Permittee shall submit a copy of the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to the MPCA 180
days after the permit is issued. Subsequent revisions to the SWPPP during the permit terms can be retamed at
the facility.

2.2 The Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan shall include a descnpnon of appropriate Best Management Practices
for protection of surface and ground water quality at the facility, and a schedule for implementing the practices.
* The Plan shall also include the procedures to be followed by designated staff employed by the Permittee to
" implement the plan,

2.3 The Permittee shall comply with its Stunnwa.ter Pollutlon Prevention Plan.

2.4 The Permittee shall develop and implement a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan to address the specific
conditions at the industrial facility. The goal of the Plan is to eliminate or minimize contact of storm water wnh
significant materials that should be treated before it is discharged.

3. Temporary Protection and Permanent Co\rer

. 3.1 The Permittee shall prowde and maintain temporary protectlon or permanent cover for the exposed ateas atthe
facility.

32 Temporary protect:on me‘thods are used to prevent erosion on a short- tem:l basis, such as the placement of
mulchmg straw, wood fiber blankets, wood chips, erosion control netting, or temporary seeding.

33 Permanent cover or final stabilization methods are used to prevent erosion, such as the placement oﬁrnprap,
sodding, or permanent seeding or planting: Permanent seeding and planting must have a uniform perennial
_ vegetation cover of at least 70 percent density to constitute final stabilization.

4, Inspechon and Maintenance

4.1 The Permittee shall ensure tha.t temporary protecnon and permanent cover for the exposed areas at the site are
maintained. .

4.2 Site inspections shall be conducted at least once every two months during non-ﬁ-ozen conditions. Inspections
shall be conducted by appropriately trained personnel at the facility site per the facility's Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP). The purpose of inspections is to 1) determine whether structural and non-structural
BMPs require maintenance or changes, and 2) evaluate the completeness and accuracy of the SWPPP. At least
one inspection during a reporting period shall be conducted while storm water is discharging from the facility.

* . 4,3 Inspections shall be documented and a copy of all documentation shall remain on the permitted site and be
available upon request. Indicate the date and time of the inspection as well as the name of the inspector on the
inspection form. .

- 4.4 The following compllanee items will be inspected, and documented where appropriate:
a. evaluate the facility to determine that the SWPPP accurately reflects site cunditiuns-

b. evaluate the facility to determme whether new exposed materials have been added to the site since
cumpletmn of the SWPPP, and document any new significant materials;

¢. during the inspection conducted during the runoff event, observe the runoff to detetmme if it is discolored or
otherwise visibly contaminated, and doeument observa‘nons and,

d. determine if the non-stmctural and structural BMPs as indicated in 1he SWPPP are mstalled and functioning
properly.
4.5 If the findings of a site mspectmn indicate that BMPs are not meeting the objectives of the. SWPPP correctwe

actions must be initiated within 30 days and the BMPs restored to full operation as soon as field conditi~-
allow.
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" Chapter 7. Stormwater
4, [nsper.tmn and Mamtenance ' )
4.6 The Permlttee shaIl minimize vehicle tracking of gravel soil or mud. -
‘5, Sedlmenlatmn Basin Design and Construction )
' 5 1 Inlet(s) and _outlet(s) shall be designed to prevent short circuiting and the discharge of floating debris.
. 5.2 The.inlet(s) shall be placed at an elevatmn at least above one-half of the basin design hydraulic storage volume.

5. 3 The outlet(s) shall consist of a perforated riser pipe wrapped with filter fabric and covered with crushed graval
The perforated riser pipe shall be designed to allow complete drawdown of the basin(s).

5.4 Permanent erosion control, such as riprap, splash pads or gabions shall be installed at the outlet(s) to prevent
downstream erosion.

5.5 The basins shall be designed to allow for regular removal of accumulated sediment by a backhoe'or other
suitable equipment.

5.6 New sedimentation basins shall be demguad by a registered profasslunal engmeer, and installed under the dn-ect
supervision-of a registered professional engineer.

5.7 Basins shall pnmde at least 1800 cubic feet, per acre dramed of hyd.raullc storage. volume below the top of the
outlet riser pipe. .

6. Application of Chemlca] Dust Suppressants

6.1 If a material applied is mixed with water or another solvent before apphcahon the chemical analysis shall be
‘done on the aqueous or other mixture that is representative of the solution applied. This analysis shall be
conducted during the same calendar year of application. This analysis shall include the parameters that may be

determined by U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Methods 624 and 625 which are dcscrxbed in40 -
CFR Part 136.

6.2 The Chemical Dust Suppnessa.nt Annual Report shall include:
a. arecord of the dates, rﬁetﬁods, locations and amounts by volume of application at the facility;
b. whether the product was applied in the preceding year; and

c. the results of a chemical analysis of the materials applied each year.

6.3 In areas that runoff to the surface receiving water identified on Page 1 of this permit (Mississippi River),
chemical dust suppressarits, if used, shall not be applied within 100 feet of the Mississippi River. These
materials also shall not be applied within 100 feet of ditches that conduct surface flow to the Mississippi River.

6.4 If chemical dust suppressants are applled,_ the Permittee shall submit a Chemical Dust Suppressant Annual
Report due March 31 of each calendar year following the application of a chemical dust suppressant. .

Chapter 8. Chemical Additives
1. General Reqmrements

1.1 The Permittee shall receive prior written appruval from the MPCA before increasing the use of a chemical
additive authorized by this permit, or using a chemical additive not authorized by this permit. "Chemical
additive" includes processing reagents, water treatment products, cooling water additives, freeze conditioning
agents, chemical dust suppréessants, detergents and solvent cleaners used for equipment-and maintenance
cleaning, among other materials.

_1.2 The Permittee shall request approval for an increased or new use of a chemical additive 60 days before the
proposed increased or new use.
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Chapter 8. Chemical Additives
1. General qulliremel-:lfs :

1.3 This written request shall include the following infurmatiop for the proposed additive: -
a. Matleria] Safety Data Sheet.
b. A complete product use and instructiori label.
c. 'l;be commercial and chamical names of all ingredierﬁs

d. Aquat:c toxicity and human health or mammalian toxxclty data including a carcmogenlc , nutagen..
teratogenic concern or rating.

e. Environmental fate information including, but not limited to, pers:stence, half-life, intermediate breakdow
products, and bioaccumulation data:

- f The pm_pnsed method, concentration, and average and maximum rates of use.
g. If applicable, the number of cycles before wastewater bleedoff

.’h. If applicable, the ratio of makeup flow to discharge flow.
. 1.4 This permit may be modified to restrict the use or discharge of a chemical additive.

Chapter 9. Total Facility Requirements
1. General Permit Requirements
" Definitions '

1.1 "Calendar Month Average" is calculated by adding all daily values measured during a calendar month and
dividing by the number of daily values measured during that month The “Ca!cndar Month Average" Iumt isan
upper limit. . .

1.2 "Calendar Month Maximum” is the highest value of smgle, samples taken throughout the month.- The "Calendar
Month Maximum" is an upper limit.

13 "Calendar Month Minimum" is the lowest value of single samples taken thmughout the month. The "Calendar
" " Month Minimum" is a lower limit.

1.4 "Calendar Month Total" is calculated by addmg all daily values measured during a cglandar month. It is usually
expressed in mass or volume units. The "Calendar Month-Total" is an upper limit.

1.5 "Da:Iy Maximum" means the maximum allowable discharge of pollutant during a calendar da}' Where dally
maximum limitations are expressed in units of mass, the daily discharge is the total mass discharged over the
course of the day. Where daily maximum limitations are expressed in terms of a concentrafion, the daily
discharge is the arithmetic average measurement of the pollutant concentration derived from all measurements
taken that day. The "Daily Maximum" is an upper limit. '

1.6 "Grab" sample type is an individual sample collected from one location at one point in tnne

1.7 "Instantaneous Maximum" is the highest value recorded when continuous monitoring is used or when the
reporting frequency is not specifically defined. The "Instantaneous Maximum" limit is an upper limit. The
. highest value recorded is reported. B

1.8 "Single Value" in the context of this permit is in reference-to temperature limitations described under thermal
 limitations, where applicable, or to a temperature monitoring requirement. .
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Chapter 9. Total Faciﬁty Requirements
1.- General Perinit Requirements _
1.9 "Stormwater" means stcrmwai-ter runoff, snow melt runoff, and surface runoff and drainage.
-Gen_eral Conditions

1.10 Iﬁcorporatioﬁ by Reference. The following applicable federal and state laws are incorporated by reference in
this permit, are applicable to the Permittee, and are enforceable parts of this permit: 40 CFR pts. 122.41,
122.42, 136, 403 and 503; Minn. R. pts. 7001, 7041; 7045 7050, 7060, and 7080; and Minn. Stat. Sec. 115 and
116.

1.11 Permittee Responsibility. The Permittee shall perform the actions or conduct Lhe: activity authorized by the
permit in compliance with the conditions of the permit and, if required, in accordance with the plans and .
specifications approved by the Agency. (Minn. R. 7001.0150, subp. 3, item E)

"1.12 Toxie Discharges Prohibited. Whether or not this pemllt includes effluent limitations for toxic pollutants, the
Permittee shall not discharge a toxic pollutant except according to Code of Federal Regulations, Title 40,
sections 400 1o 460 and Minnesota Rules, parts 7050.0100 to 7050.0220 and 7052.0010 to 7052.0110-
(applicable to toxic pollutants in the Lake Superior Basin) and any other apphcable MFCA rules (Minn. R.
7001.1090, subp.1, item A) .

1.13 Nuisance.Conditions Prohibited. The Permittee's discharge shall not cause ‘any nuisance ¢ conditions mcludmg,
but not limited to: ﬂoatmg solids, scum and visible oil film, acutely toxic conditions to aquatw ]lf&' or other
adverse impact on the recewmg water. (Minn. R. 7050.0210 subp. 2)

1.14 Property Rights. - This permit does not convey a property right or an exclusive prmlege (an R. 7001.0150,
© - sibp. 3, item C)

1.15, Llabmty Exemption. In issuing this permit, the state a,nd the MPCA assume no responsibility for damage to.
persons, property, or the environment caused by the activities of the Permittee in the conduct of its actions,
including those activities authorized, directed, or undertaken undér this permit. To the extent the state and the
MPCA may be liable for the activities of its employées, that liability is expllcltly limited to that prowded in the
Tort Claims Act. (Mmu R. 7001, 0150 subp. 3, item O)

l 16 The MPCA's issuance of this penmt does not obligate the MPCA 'to enforce local laws, rules, or plans beyond
what is authorized by Minnesota Statutes. (Minn. R. 7001.0150, subp.3, itemD) .

1.17 Liabilities. The MPCA's issuance of this permit does not release the Permittee from ahj' liability, penalty-or
duty imposed by Minnesota or federal statutes or rules or local ordinances, except the obligation to obtain the
. permit. (Minn. R. 7001.0150, subp.3, item A)

1.18 The issuance of this permit does’ not prevent the future adoption by the MPCA of pollution control rules,
standard_s, or orders more stringent than those now in existence and does not prevent the enforcement of these
tules, standards, or orders against the Permittee. (Minn. R. 7001.0150, subp.3, item B)

1.19 Sl'c\'ierability The provision§ of this permit are severable, and if any provisiois of this permit, or the application
of any provision of this permit to any circumstance, is held invalid, the application of such provision to other
" circumstances and the remainder of this permit shall not be affected thereby.

1.20 Comphance with Other Rules and Statutes. The Permittee shall comply with all applicable air quality, solid
waste, and hazardous waste statutes and rules in the operation and maintenance of the facility.

1.21 Inspection and Entry. When authorized by Minn. Stat. Sec. 115.04; 115B.17, subd. 4; and 116.091, and upon
" presentation of proper credentials, the agency, or an authorized employee or agent of the agency, shall be

allowed by the Permittee to enter at reasonable times upon the property of the Permittee to examine and copy
books, papers, records, or memoranda pertaining to the construction, modification, or operation of the facility
covered by the permit or pertaining to the activity covered by the permit; and to conduct surveys and
investigations, including sampling or monitoring, pertaining to the construction, modification, or operatmn of
the facility covered by the permit or pertaining to the activity covered by the permit. (Minn. R. 7001.0150,
subp.3, item I)
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-Chapter 9. Total Facility Requirements
1. General Permit Reqmrements

" 1.22 Control Users. The Permittee shall regulate the users of its wastewater treatment facl]ity so as to prevent the
introduction of pollutants or materials that may result in the inhibition or disruption of the conveyance system,
treatment facility or processes, or disposal system that would contribute to the violation of the conditions of thls
. permit or any federal, state or local law or regulation. ~

‘Sampling

1.23 Representatws Samplmg Samples and measurements required by this permlt shall be conducted as specified in .
' this permit and rcprascntatwe of the dlscharge. or monitored activity. (40 CFR 122.41 (j)(1))

1.24 Additional Sampling. If the Permittee monitors more frequently than required, the results and the frequency of
monitoring shall be reported on the Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR) or another MPCA-approved form for
that reporting period. (Minn. R. 7001.1090, subp. 1, item E)

1.25 Certified Laboratory. A laboratory certified by the Minnesota Department of Health shall conduct analyses
* required by this permit. Analyses of dissolved oxygen, pH; temperature and total residual oxidants (chlorine,
bromiine) do not-need to be completed by a certified laboratory but shall comply with manufacturers
specifications for-equipment calibration and use. {'an Stat. Sec. 144.97 through 144,98 and an R.
4740.2010 through 4740.2040)

*1.26- Sample Preservation and Procedure. Sample preservancm and test procedums for the a.nalyms of pollutants shall
conform to 40 CFR Part 136 and Minn. R. 7041.3200:

1 2’? Equipment Calibration. All monitoring and analytical instruments used t6 monitor as requlred by this permit
. shal] be calibrated and maintained at a frequency necessary to ensure accuracy. Flow monitoring equipment
should be calibrated at least twice annually. For facilities with lift stations/pumps, calibration shall be
completed at least twice annually. The Permittee shall maintain written records of all calibrations and
. maintenance for at least three years. (Minn. R. 7001.0150, subp. 2, items B and C)

1.28 Unless otherwise approved, instruments used to measure metered flows shall be accurate within plus or minus
10 percent of the true flow values. Flow for non-metered systems (e.g., screenwash return) shall be estimated
using methods such as pump discharge curves and run times. SD 001 discharge flow shall be determined by
comparing discharge canal sluice gate position and canal water elevation to the applicable engineering flow
curves.

1.29 Maintain Records. The Permittee shall keep the records required by this permit f for at least three years,

inchuding any calculations, original recordings from automatic monitoring instruments, and laboratory sheets.
The Permittee shall extend these record retention periods upon request of the MPCA. The Permittee shall
maintain records for each sample and measurement. The records shall include the following information (Minn.

“R.-7001.0150, subp. 2, item C):
a. The exact place, date, and time of the sample or measurement;

'b. The date of analysis;
¢. The name of the person who performed the sample collection, measurement, analysis, or calculation; and

d. The analytical techniques, procedures and methods used; and

e. the results of the analysis. (Minn. R 7001.0150, subp. 2, item C)
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Chapter 9. Total Facility Requirements
1. General Permit Requirements

1.30 Completing Reports. The Permittee shall submit the results of the required sampling and monitoring activities -
on the forms provided, specified, or approved by the MPCA. The information shall be recorded in'the specified
areas on those forms and in the units specified. (an R. 7001.1090, subp. 1, item D; Minn. R. 7001.0150,
subp. 2, item B) ’

Required forms may include:

Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMRs) ' ’
The results of the monitoring and sampling required in this permit shall be recorded on the (grey and whlte)
DMRs which, if required, will be provided by the MPCA. If no discharge occurred during the reporting period,

- the Permittee shall check the "No Discharge” box on the DMR. Note: Every open, white box must be filled-in -
on the DMR, unless no dlscha:ge occurred during the repurtmg penod

Supplemental Report Fnrm (SRFs)’

Individual valies for each sample and measurement must be recorded on the SRF which, if requlred, will be
provided by the MPCA. . SRFs shall be submitted with the appropriate DMRs. You may design and use your
own SRF, however it must be approved by the MPCA. -Note: Required Summary information MUST also be
recorded on the DMR. Summary information that is submitted ONLY on the SRF does not comply with the
rcportmg requirements.

Other Reports and Forms

Other reports and information required by this permit shall be recorded on'a form supplied or approved by the
MPCA and submitted by the date specified in the permit. (Minn. R. 7001. 1090 subp. 1, item D and Minn. R.
7001.0150, subp. 2, item B) .

1.31 Submitting Reports. DMRs and SRFs shall be submitted to:

MPCA ’

. Atin: Discharge Momtormg Reports
520 Lafayette Road North

- St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-4194.

DMRs and SREs shall be submitted or postmarked by the 21t day of the month following the sampling period
or as otherwise specified in this permit. A'DMR shall be submitted for each required station evén if no
discharge occurred during the reporting period. (Minn. R. ’,-'001 0150, subps. 2.B and 3.H)

Other reports requu-ed by this permit shall be submitted or pos’fmarked by the date specﬂ' ed in tbe permit to:

MPCA

Attn: WQ. Submittals Center
520 Lafayette Road North

St. Paul, Minnesnta 55155-4194

1.32 Incomplete or Incorrect Reports, The Permittee shall immediately submit an ameénded report or DMR to the
MPCA upon discovery by the Permittee or notification by the MPCA that it has submitted an incomplete or
incorrect report or DMR. The amended report or DMR shall contain the missing or corrected data along with a
cover letter explaining the circumstances of the incomplete or incorrect report. (Minn. R. 7001.0150 subp.-3,
item G) ) .
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Chapter 9. Total Facility Requirements
"1. General Permit Requirements

1.33 Required Signatures. All DMRs, forms, reports, and other documents submitted to the MPCA shall be signed by
- the Permittee or the cluly authorized representative of the Permittee. Minn. R. 7001.0150, subp. 2, item D. The
person or persons that sign the DMRs, forms, reports or other documents must certify that he or she understands
and complies with the certification requirements of Minn. R. 7001.0070 and 7001.0540, including the penalties
for submitting false information. Technical documents, such as design drawings and specifications and
engineering studies required to be submitted as part of a permit application or by perrnit conditions, must be
certified by a registered professional engineer. (Minn. R. 7001.0540)

1.34 Detection Level. The Permittee shall report monitoring results below the reporting limit (RL) of a parncu]ar
instrument a$ "<" the value of the RL. For example, if an instrument has a RL of 0.1 mg/L and a parameter is not
detected at a value of 0.1 mg/L or greater, the concentration shall be reported as "<0.1 mg/L". "Non-detected ",

. "undetected ", "below detection limit ", and "zero" are unacceptable reporting results, and are permit repnrting .
" violations. (an. R 7001. 0150 subp. 2 item B) : :

1.35 Records. The Permittee sha]l when requestad by the Agency, submit within a reasonable time the information
) and reports that are relevant to the control of pollution regarding the construction, modification, or operation of
-the facility covered by the permit or re.ga:dmg the conduct of the activity covered by the parrmt (an. R.

7001.0150, subp. 3, item H)

1.36 Confidential Information. Except for data determined to be conf' dential accnrdmgto an Stat. Sec. 116 075,
subd. 2, all reports required by this permit shall be available for public inspection, Effluent data shall not be
conmderad confidential. To request the Agency maintain data as confidential, the Permittee must follow Minn.
R 7000 1300. -

Nunwmpham:e and Enforcement

1.37 Subject to Enforcement Action and Penalties.- Noncompliance with a term or condition of this permit subjects *
_ the Permittee to penalties provided by federal and state law set forth in section 309 of the Clean Water Act;
"'United States Code, title 33, section 1319, as amended; and in Minn. Stat. Sec. 115.071 and 116.072, mcludmg
monetary penalties, imprisonment, or both. (Minn. R. 7001.1090, subp. 1, item B)

1.38 Criminal Activity. The Permittee may not knowingly make a false statement, representation, or certification'in a
record or other document submitted to the Agency. A person who falsifies a report or document submitted to
the Agency, or tampers with, or knowingly renders inaccurate a monitoring device or method required to be
maintained under this permit is subject to criminal and civil penalties provided by federal and state law. (Minn.
R. 7001.0150, subp.3, item G., 7001.1090; subps. 1, items.G and H and Minn, Stat. Sec. 609.671)

1.39 Noncompliance Defense. It shall not be a defense for the Permittee in an enforcement action that it would have
been necessary to halt or reduce the permitted activity in order to maintain compliance with the conditions of
this permit. ( 40 CFR 122.41(c)) - .

1.40 Effluent Violations. If sampling by thé Permittee indicates a wolatwn of any discharge limitation speclf ied in
this permit, the Permittee shall immediately make every effort to verify the violation by collecting additional
samples, if appropriate, investigate the cause of the violation, and take action to prevent future violations.
Violations that are determined to pose a threat to human health or a drinking water supply, or represent a
significant risk to the environment shall be immediately reported to the Minnesota Department of Public Safety
Duity Officer at 1(300)422-0798 (toll frée) or (651)649-5451 (metro area). In addition, you may also contact the
MPCA during business hours. Otherwise the violations and the results of any additional sampling shall be
recorded on the next appropriate DMR or report.

1.41 Unauthorized Releases of Wastewater Prohibited. Except for conditions specifically described in M.mn R.
7001.1090, subp. 1, items J and K, all unauthorized bypasses, overflows, discharges, spills, or other releases of
wastewater or materia]s to the environment, whether intentional or not, are prohibited. However, the MPCA
will consider the Permittee's compliance with permit requirements, frequency of release, quantity, type, location,
and other relevant factors when determining appropriate action. (40 CFR 122.41 and Minn. Stat. Sec 115.061)
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Permit Modified: June 30,2006 . - Xcel - Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Page 41’
Permit Expires: August31,2010 . Permit #: MNO004006

Chapter 9. Total Facility Requirements
1. General Permit Requirements.

1.42 Upset Defense. In the event of temporary noncompliance by the Permittee with an apphcable effluent limitation -
resulting from an upset at the Permittee's facility due to factors beyond the control of the Permittee, the
Permittee has an affirmative defense to an enforcement action brought by the Agency as a result of the
noncompliance if the Permittee demonstrates by a preponderance of competent evidence:

a. The specific cause of the upset;
b. That the upset was unmtentmnal

¢. That the upset resulted from factors bayond the reasonable control of the Permittee and did not result from
operational error, nnproperly designed treatment facilities, inadequate treatment facilities, lack of preventative
maintenance, or increases in production which are beyond the demgu capability of the treatment facilities;-

d. That at the nme of the upset the facility was being proparly operated,

e. That the Permittee properly mmﬁcd the Commlsswner of the upset in accordance with Minn, R. 7001. 1090,
" subp. 1, item I; and

f. That the Permittee implemented the remedial mcasﬁres_ required by Mmu R. 7001.0150, subp. 3, item J.
Operation and Maintenance :

1.43 The Permittee shall at all times properly operate and maintain thé facilities and systems of treatment and control,
and the appurtenances related to them which are installed or used by the Permittee to achieve compliance with
the conditions of the permit. Proper operation and maintenance includes effective performance, adequate
funding, adequate operator staffing and training; and adequate laboratory and process controls, including .
appropriate quality assurance procedures. The Permittee shall install and maintain appropridte backip or
auxiliary facilities if they are necessary to achieve compliance with the conditions of the permit and, for all
permits other than hazardous waste. facility permits, if these backup or auxiliary facilities are techmcall}' and
economically feasible Minn. R. 7001 0150 subp. 3, item F.

1.44 In the event of a reductlon or loss of effectwe treatment of wastewater at the famhty, 1he Permittee shall control
production or curtail its discharges to the extent necessary to maintain compliance with the terms and conditions
of this permit. The Permittee shall continue this control or curtailment until the wastewater treatment facility has
been restored or until an alternative method of treatment is provided. (Minn. R. 7001.1090, subp 1, item C)

" 1.45 Solids Management. The Permittee shall properly store, transport, and dispose of blasohds, septage, sedlmenus,
residual solids, filter backwash, screenings, oil, grease, and other substances so that pollutants do not enter
surface waters or ground waters of the state. Solids should be disposed of in accordance with local, state and
federal requirements. (40 CFR 503 and Minn. R. 7041 and applicable federal and state solid waste rules)

1.46 Intake traveling screen rinse water and contents will be returned to the river munte.rruptcd for the protéection of
~ fish and other aquatic organisms.

1.47 Scheduled Maintenance. The Permittee shall schedule maintenance of the treatment works during non-critical
water quality periods to prevent degradation of water quality, except where emergency maintenance is required
to prevent a condition that would be detrimental to water quality or human health. ( Minn. R. 7001.0150. subp.
3, item F and Minn. R. 7001.0150. subp. 2, item B)

1.48 Control Tests. In-plant control tests shall bé conducted at a frequency adequate to ensure compliance with the
conditions of this permit. (Minn. R. 7001.0150. subp. 3; item F and Minn. R. 7001.0150. subp. 2, item B)

Changes to the Facility or Permit
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Permjt Modified; June 30,2006 Xcel - Prairie Island Nuclear Generating o Paged2
Permit Expires: August 31,2010 : Permit #: MN0004006

Chapter 9. Total Fﬁcility Requirements
1. General Permit Requirements .

1.49 Permit Modifications. No person required by statute or rule to obtain a permit may construct, install, modify, o
operate the facility to be permitted; nor shall a person commence an activity for which a permit is required by
statute or rule until the Agency has issued a written permit for the facility or activity. (Minn. R. 7001 .0030)

Permittees that propose to make a change to the facility or discharge that requires a permit modification must
follow Minn. R. 7001.0190. If the Permittee cannot determine whether a permit modification is needed, the
Permittee must contact the MPCA prior to any action. It is recommended that the application for permit
modification be submitted to the MPCA at least 180 days prior to the planned change.

1.50 Report Changes. The Permittee shall immediately report to the MPCA (Minn. R. 7001.0150, subp. 3, item M.):
a. Any sul;stahtial changes in operational pmcedu:es;
b. ‘Activities which alter the nature or frequency of the discharge; and

c. Material factors affecting compliance with the conditions of this permit. (Minn. R. 7001.0150, subﬁ. 3, iter

1.51 MPCA Initjated Permit Modification, Suspension, or Revocation. The MPCA may modify or revoke and reissue
this permit pursuant to Minn. R. 7001.0170. The MPCA may revoke without reissuance this permit pursuant to
Minn. R. 7001.0180. . S :

1.52 Permit Transfer. The permit is not transferable to any person without the express written approval.of the -
Agency after compliance with the requirements of Minn. R. 7001.0190. A person to whom the permit has been
transferred shall comply with the conditions of the permit. (Minn. R., 7001.0150, subp. 3, item N)

'1.53 Pernit Reissuance. If the Permittee desires to continue permit coverage beyond the date of permit expiration,.
the Permittee shall submit an application for reissuance at least 180 days before permit expiration. If the
Permittee does not intend to continue the activities authorized by this permit after the expiration date of this
permit, the Permittee shall notify the MPCA in writing at least 180 days before permit expiration.

If the Permittee has submitted a timely application for permit reissuance, the Permirtee-may‘cnntinue to conduct
the activities authorized by this permit, in compliance with the requirements of this permit, until the MPCA
takes final action on the application, unless the MPCA determines any of the following (Minn. R..7001.0040 and
7001.0160): : : .

a, The Permittee is not in substantial compliance with the requirements of this permit, or with a stipulation
agreement or compliance schedule designed to bring the Permittee into compliance with this permit;

b. The MPCA, as a result of an action or failure to act by the Permittee, has been unable to take final action on
the application on or before the expiration date of the permit;

¢. The Permittee has submitted an application with major deficiencies or has failed to properly supplement the '
application in a timely manner after being informed of deficiencies. (Minn. R. 7001.0040 and 7001.0160)
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Appendix 1:

Table 1. Minimum number of samples for sediment evaluation

_ NUMBER OF CORE

. VOLUME PLANNED FOR
REMOVAL in CUBIC YARDS . SAMPLE SITES
0-30,000 3
30,000-100,000 5
100,000-500,000 6
500,000-1,000,000 8
>1,000,000 . >8 .
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Table 2. Baseline Sediment Parameter List

Tier1 Tier 2
. Method Soil - Soil
g . i eferenc Reference
Parar!"e‘:er | Analytlca_l Method :]T;Ttetml—‘ :aluo (SI:V) Value (SRV)
(markg, dry weight | (Ma/kg, diy weight | (mg/kg, dry weight
unless note unless noted) unless noted)

Arsenic SW-846 3050B/6010B EPA 6010 or 7060 . 042 5 . 20
.Cadmium SW-846 3050B/6010B EPA 7131 ' 0.02 . 25 160
Chromium IIT SW-8463050B/6010B EPA 6010 or 7191 0.058 44,000 100,000
Chromium VI SW-846 3050B/6010B EPA 6010 or 7191 ° . 0.058 - 87 650
Copper -~ SW-846 3050B/6010B EPA 6010 or 7211 - 01 1] 9,000
Lead - | SW-846 3050B/6010B EPA 6010 or 7421 0.22 i . 300 700
Iercury : SW-846 7471A EPA 7471 0.02 .05 15
Nickel .| SW-846 3050B/6010B EPA. 6010 . 0.36 560 2,500
‘Selenium. SW-846 3050B/6010B ) 043 . 60| - - 1,250

SW-846 3050B/6010B EPA 6010 or 7951 0.35 . 70,000
Total Phosphorus EPA 365.2/365.3 R 50
Nitrate + Nitrite o ' '
Ammonia-Nitrogen
Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen

SW-846 8081
EPA 8081, 3540B, 3541 )
Total Orgaric Carbon SW 846 8081 SW846-EPA 9060

PCBs (Total)

0.2%

Sieve and Hydrometer ASTM D-422
Analysis-
Moisture Content ASTM D-2216
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Table 3. Additional Sediment Parameter List

Method Tier 1

Detection | Soil :erz :
: . ‘| Soil Reference
Parameter . Limit Reference Value (S
Analytical Method (mg/kg, dry Value (SRV). (a ue thV]
weight unless | (mg/kg, dry we:gg' hg'un?;s .
noted) weight unless noté dj

SW.
SW-846 9012A

SW-846 2050B/6010B

Aldrin SW-846 8081 EPA 8081, 354440B, 3541 0.00044
Chlordane SW-846 8081 EPA 8081, 354440B, 3541 0.01 13 74
Endrin SW-846 8081 EPA 8081, 354440B, 3541 0.00073 - 8 - 56
Dieldrin SW-845 8081 EPA 8081, 354440B, 3541 0.00091 | 0.8 2
Heptachlor SW-846 8081 EPA 8081, 354440B, 3541 0.00077 2 3.5
Lindane (Gamma BHC) SW-846/8081 EPA 8081, 354440B, 3541 0.00029 9 . 15
' DDT SW-846:8081 EPA 8081, 354440B, 3541 ' 0.00063 15 ) 88
DDD | . SW-846:8081 EPA 8081, 354440B, 3541 0.0002 56 . 125
DDE SW-846i8081 EPA 8081, 354440B, 3541 .0.0002 40 90
Toxaphene ' ) SW-846 8081 0.003 | 13 28
2,3,7,8-dioxin, 2,3,7,8- EPA 8290 1-10 pg/g 0.00002 0.00003
furan and 15 2,3,7,8- .
substituted dioxin and
furan congeners X
Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs)
Naphthalene EPA 8310 | - 176 uglkg 10 28
Pyrene EPA 8310 195 ug/kg 890 5,800
Fluorene EPA 8310 77.4 uglkg : 850 4,120
Acenapthene EPA 8310 6.7 ug/kg 1,200 5,200
Anthracene EPA 8310 57.2 ug/kg 7880 ). - 45,400
Fluoranthene EPA 8310 " 423 ug/kg 1,080 | 6,800
Benzo (a) pyrene (BAP)/BAP equivalent EPA 8310 150 ug/kg i 2 4
Benzo (a) anthracene. EPA 8310 108 ug/kg The results for these analytes should |
Benzo (&) pyrene EPA 8310 150 ug/kg be added together and treated 2 fhe
oo ) i EAmio ] aowag| ek et
Benzo (ghi) perylene EPA 8310. 170 ug/kg Benzo (s) pyrene, above. ‘
Benzo (k) fluoranthene EPA 8310 240 ug/kg
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Chrysene . EPA 8310 -166 ug'kg
Dibenzo(ah)anthracene EPA 8310 33 ugkg
Indeno (1,2,3-cd) pyrene EPA 8310

Atterburg
Limit and Plastic Limi) .
Specific Gravity ASTM D-854
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Table 4. Contaminants and Source Industries. Adaptéd from Inland Testing Manual (EPA/Corps, 1998)

. gl8|
P 2|3 g 33
§ @ = E % ‘ol = E ,§
g g | % CHE: SEEPRREER
g sl | |ElEg ez HEEEEEREREEREEREEEE
ERERECEEEERE SRS EEEREERE EREE R E
R R PR E e P EEEEE REE EEEEER
| FEEEEEEEEEREEEEEEEEEEEERE BEEEHEERERE
Aluminum Die-casting| - INRCRCEERERERRRRERRECONDE '
| Antifouling Paints| | HER

i : Boat Refueling .

(o pe et
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NPDES LIMITS
11/1/04

'PARAMETER RESTRICTIONS
Biocide Per request/approval letters | Restrictions per approval letters.
Intake Pipé Back-Flushing NA Back-flush intake piping periodically to remove accumulated river

sediment. Displaced sediment from the pipe would not be removed |
from the river, only shifted some disifance away from intake pipe

suction.
Hydro Lasing Emergency Lot MNA Periodic cleaning of emergency intake gates. The water and river silt

Intake Gates . . is discharged into the plant intake canal.

', RESTRICTIONS

Total Residual Oxidant, Intermittent 0.05 ppm Intermittent by daily grab sample. Continuous by daily calculation.

Bromine Used {Instantaneous Max)
Continuous = 0.001 ppm
Total Residual Oxidant, Intermittent = 0.2 ppm Intermittent by daily grab sample. Continuous by daily calculation,
Chlorine Used (Instantaneous Max) but may be done by analysis.

Continuous = 0.04 ppm

pH . . 6.0-9.0 " | Shall be monitored by weekly grab samples. “Limits are not subject
’ - . to averaging and shall be met at all times. ..

]

Oil or Other Substances |- No visible color film on NA
: o | surface of receiving waters.
Floating Sofids or Visible’ Trace Amounts - . | NA
: Foam '
Biocide . Per request/approval letters i Used for Zebra mussel control, with restrictions per approval letters.
FER:CONITAI FEANDEZ
3001-

Nitrite Based Inhibitor with 0 - 900 ppm Corrosion inhibitor in the chilled water system. 700 to 900 ppm

Additives ) * | normal operating range.
" Microbiocide . " 0-200 ppm Used for microbiological attack in closed loop systems. Has been
. used in the containment chillers.
Molybdate Based Corrosion .~ 0-70ppm Used in the containment chillers.
Inhibitor ’

ATTACHMENT B Page B-51



Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
License Renewal Application
Appendix E — Environmental Report

" NPDES LIMITS
11A/04

HATUH LOWDO

_ RESTRICTIONS

. PARAMETER

Boric Acid . 0 - 5000 ppm 0- 10 ppm is routine range. Boron is added in higher concentraﬂons
= . for 8/G crewce flushing.
Hydrazine ' 0- 150 ppm- Normal operating range 0 - 125 ppb in the feedwater. Wet lay:up
. range 50 - 100 ppm.
Carbohydrazide - 0-150 ppm Carbohydrazide may be used in conjunction with or in place of
. . - | hydrazine. Used during S/G wet lay up.
Ammonium Hydroxide T MNA Used for steam generator pH adjustment during wet lay up.

Morpholine - 0-150 ppm Normal operating range is 0 -25 ppm Dunng outages, wet lay-up
. ’ range is.50 — 100 ppm.

Aqueous Alkylamine (DAE) . 0-150 ppm Normal operating range is between 0 -I25 ppm. During outages, wet
| ’ lay-up range is 50 — 100 ppm.

Memuxyproﬁylaé'nlne-(MPA} 0- 150 ppm . Normal operaﬂng range is between 0 - 25 ppm. During’ outages wet
' ‘. lay-up range is 50 — 100 ppm.

' Flytlrogan Peroxide . 3000 ppm © | Biological decontamination:
Float:ng Solids or Visible- Trace Amounts I NA
Foam .
' Total Suspended Solids Monthly Avg = 30 ppm Request permission to delete this requirement

Daily Max = 100 ppm

Oil or Other Substances No visible color film on ‘NA
. surface of receiving waters.

Polyquartenary Amine | NA ) 500 grams added to 5000 gallons in Waste Hold-Up Tank. Used to
Coagulant precipitate large particles for increased filtration efficiency.
Floating Solids or Trace Amounts NA
Visible Foam . !
Total Suspended Solids Monthly Avg = 30 ppm Request permission to delete this requirement

Daily Max = 100 ppm

Oil or Other Substances No visible color film on NA
surface of receiving walers
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NPDES LIMITS
11!1104

PARAMETER REIRET 1) ST . RESTRICTIONS
Hot Lab Sink Effluent NA Miscellaneous indicators, réagents, samples and expired laboratory
standards. Essentially removed by ion exchangers prior to '
discharge: "
Sodium Hydroxide NA : Minor system leakage from routine operations as well as small

amounts from drainage for maintenance of system components.

TSP Free Detergent NA Used for laundering, protective clothing, towels, rags, and as a
: . cleaning preparation prior to painting.

Chlorine Bleach MNA Used for laundering radi oactlvely contaminated protective clothing,
towels, and rags.

RadiacWash' . | Miscellaneous Amounts Used for radioactive decontamination wetting agent.

"Hydrogen Peroxids Miscellaneous Amounts Addition to decrease biological 'uxygen demand levels. Used in
’ . laundry and as a cleaning preparation prior to painting. Also used fur
personnel and equipment decontamination. .

Boron NA . ’ Concentration not to exceed .5-ppm ambient \ratue at the sluice
. © | gates. .
J Nitrite based corrosion NA . . Minor syslern leakage from routine opsrauons Essenhaliy remcved .
5 Inhibitor with i by ion exchangers prlor to'discharge.
= additives and biocide :
Ethylene Glycol NA . Minor system leakage from routine operations.
Potassium Chromate - | NA ) . -1 Minor system Ieakage from routine operations and maintenance,
Potassium Dichromate . Laundering of reusable towels and rags contaminated with
Potassium hydroxide . . : " | potassium chromate. Analyze the next two ADT Monitor tanks
. ’ " following a potassium chromate release of >20 gallons.  ~
“-8pecial Respirator Cleaner | NA. ‘ ’ Used for cleaning and decontamination in the Radiatlon Controlled
Flus - i Area.
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NPDES LIMITS
111/04

PARAMEFER RESTRICTIONS
Clean in Place Skid (CIP) | Batch release <= 30 ppm Sample each batch before release. Batches may be discharged to
C the turbine, building sump, landlock or SD004, depending on the
Total Suspended Solids ;uspendeﬂ solids results. Report results in the Discharge Monlioring
. eport
Clean in Place Skid (CDI) >2.0 - <12.0 | Sample each batch before release. Batches may be pH adjusted
. and discharged to the Turbine Building Sump, landlock, or SD004.
PH . - . Report results in the Discharge Monitoring Report.
Total Reverse Osmosis ' Total effluent from all processes must me summed monthly and
Effluent Flow ) . reported in the Discharge Monitoring Report.

RO and Continuous de- : Periodic cleaning
ionizing Units (CDI) cleaning . . :
includes: hydrochloric acid,

_sodium hydroxide, sodium

. chloride, sodium
percarbonate, sodium laurel
sulfate
Hydrogen Peroxide ' 3000 ppm . Used for biological decontamination. Dlscharge to landlock, TBS; or
o . N SDo04.
.| . Floating Solids or Visible |- Trace Amounts . NA
g Foam _" ’ . ©
Oil or Other Substances - Mo visible color. ﬁ1m: on | NA
surface of receiving waters

Cold Lab Effluent " 75 gallons per year Miscellaneous indicators, reagents samples and expired laboratory -
standards. Sinks and floor drains may collect small amounts of
various cleaning solutions.

Floating Solids or Trace Amounts NA
Visible Foam '
Total Suspended Solids - Monthly Avg = 30 ppm Where the background level of the natural origin Is reasonably
Daily Max = 100 ppm definable and normally is higher than the specified limits, the natural

level may be used as the limit. May be directed to "Iandluc:k" when
> limit, provided no runoff reaches surface waters. )

1y
Oil and Grease Monthly Avg = 10 ppm #L&?ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ :“h ail, the sump may be directed to landlock to
Daily Max = 15 ppm )

Oil or Other Substances No visible color film on If cp_ntam[nated with oil, the sump may be directed to landlock to
Y facilitate cleanup.
surface of receiving waters
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NPDES LIMITS
11/1/04

_ RESTRIGTIONS .

1102+ -?AE&P‘"HEQ' Rl R N : ‘,.,‘.r‘\":{.‘j
Corrosion Inhibitor with NA Minor pursp leakage and triple rinsing empty drums.
additives and biocide . .
Ethylene Glycol MA ) ' " | Minor pump leakage and triple rinsing empty drums
Hydrazine, Boric Acid, Miscellaneous amounts Drain chemical feed tanks and triple rinse chemical drums for safety
Morpholine, from Steam Generator carry | reasons to the TBS. Drain chemical feed tanks for maintenance and
Carbohydrazide, Ammonium over, Heating Boiler and | outages. ) . '
Hydroxide, - condenser draining for '
Methoxypropylamine, - . maintenance
Aqueous Alkylamine
Formula 65 ’ ' lnfreqilenf. Use Used for condenser tube leak testing.
. Neutralizer MA . ' Needed for neutralizing hydrazine, acid, and caustic spills in the

turbine building sump. If safe to do so, neutralization may be done at
the spill location and then flushed to the turbine building sump

systemn.
Radiac wash NA. Wetting agent used for steam cleaning.
| Hydrogen Peroxide- . NA e ‘Used for biological decontamination. Dtschargé to SD001 or

landlock

Floating Solids or Trace Amounts NA

Visible Foam
Flow ’ 0.004 MGD NA
Oil and Grease Monthly Avg = 10 ppm NA

Daily Max = 15 ppm

Total Suspended Solids Monthly Avg = 30 ppm Where the background level of the natural origin is reasonably
: Daily Max = 100 ppm definable and normally is higher than the specified limits, the natural
. ' level may be used as the limit,

Oil or Other Substances Na visible color film on NA
surface of receiving waters
Sodium Sulfite NA Used on as needed basis for chlorine/bromine neutralization.
Hydrogen Peroxide 3000 ppm Used for biological decontamination,
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NPDES LIMITS

1111/04
o P e T I LT
“»i:‘omg;_ NG WATER OUTEAL

U

PARAMETER ¥ R X |} R RESTRICTIONS
Total Residual Oxidants, ) 2.0ppm Sample daily, may be obtained from Generator Hydrogen Coolers or
Bromine/Chlorine from Cooling Water Pump Discharge if cooling water outfall lines are
' plugged or any point representative of system discharge. These
additionaF§ample points would be more conservative.
CREEN:BACKW: '1EJS. ETURN:EEELL

Flow . _2.0 MGD . Monthly estimate.

Floating Solids or ~  Trace Amounts "I NA -
. Visible Foam :

Screen Size 3/8" 9/1-4/1:0.5 mm (or Commissioner approval is required to conduct a study to review the

' minimum larger sized placement of 0.5 mm mesh screens or the minimum larger sized
screens) 4/1-8/31 screens or other methods for the period April 1 - 15.
, ;
"Oil or Other Substances , | Mo visible color film on NA
surface of receiving waters | -
Debris | : . NA . Large debris collected at the trash racks shall be disposed of on dry

ety Y - - land so as to prevent it from entering waters of the state.

Cinders and com NA Use for controlling leakage through stop logs while dewatering bays
' Approval given for P.l. as well as other NSP facilities.
Chilorine NA Land apply for Total Coliform disinfection.
Soda Blast Water MNA Land application used for transformer c[eaning and other

miscellaneous components.

Titanic C or Zyme NA Diluted in 300 galians of water and used to clean intake screen
: panels. The screens are rinsed in'the yard and the tank solution is
discharged to the area of “landlock” from the turbine building.

Screen Hinsing MNA Clean water ONLY for rinsing/cleaning of screens with discharge to
surface waters. Green Klean Is approved diluted at 5 gal to
250/300 gal water with discharge to the area of “[andlock' discharge
once or twicelyear.

Bio Action Biological Drain | NA To treat outside transformer pits for stagnant rainwater.
Opener
Diagnostic Trasar 0-5 ppm To detect and correct possfb]e chemical leakage in various plant
. . 0-6 times per year systems.

Intermittent 24 hour tests .
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' Xcel Ene)‘gy

January 25, 2008

Mr. Tony Sullins

Field Supervisor

U.S, Fish:and Wildlife Service

Twin Cities Ecological Services Office
4101 East 80" Street:

Bloomington, Minnesaota 55425

SUBJECT:: Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant License Renewal
Request for Information on Threatened and Endangered Species

Dear Mr. Sullins:

Nuclear Management Company (NMC), acting on behalf of Northern States Power Company, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Xcel Energy would like to thank the U.S, Fish-and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) foryour June 20, 2007 memorandum from Mr. Gary Wege in response to our April
2007 letter seeking information and concerns about the proposed action of renewing the Prairie
Island Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP) licenses for an additional 20 years. The memorandum,
listed two issues.of interest to the Service: (1) potential thermal effluent changes, particularlyin
winter, and (2) an interagency task force's desire to draw down of Poal 3 to allow re-
establishment of aquatic vegetation. The USFWS memorandum did not mention threatened and
endangered species

NMC is currently finalizing the application to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission: {NRC) to
renew the operating licenses for Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP), which expire in
2013 (Unit 1) and 2014 (Unit 2). As part of the license renewal process, the NRC reqguires license
applicants fo "assess the impact of the proposed:action on threatened and endangered species in
accordance with the Endangered Species Act’ (10 CFR 51.53). The NRC will request an informal
consultation with your office at a later date under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. By
contacting you in advance, we hope to identify any issues that need to be addressed or any
information your office.may need to.expedite the NRC consultation,

Renewal of the PINGP operating licenses would not involve any land disturbance, any changes to
plant operations, or.any modifications of the transmission system that connects the plant to the.
regional electric grid. There are plans, however, to réplace the Unit 2 steam generators in the fall
of 2013, one year before the Unit 2 operating license expires. The steam generators would arrive
by barge, and would be installed within the Unit 2 containment structure. Temporary buildings
and parking areas would be necessary, but these facilities would be constructed in previously-
disturbed areas. Because, in all likelihood, Northern States Power would not replace the steam
generators were it not seeking approval for an additional 20 years of operation, we have.
considered environmental impacts of steam generator replacement in the Environmental Report
we are submitting to the NRC. In NEPA parlance, it is a "connected action" (40 CFR 1508.25).
We would therefore appreciate your taking steam generator replacement into consideration when
you conduct your review of the project's potential effect on threatened or endangered species.

NMC would appre_c:iaté your review of the following assessment summary, and transmittal of
written.concurrence, or concerns, relative to the following conclusions that continued operation of
PINGP would have little or no adverse effect on threatened and endangered species in the
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vicinity of the site. NMC does not expect renewal of the PINGP operating license to negatively
impact state or federally listed threatened and endangered species, jeopardize the continued
existence of such species, or result in destruction or adverse alteration of any critical natural
habitats.

Area of Concern

The PINGP site, located in Goodhue County, Minnesota, consists of 578 acres on the west bank
of the Mississippi River, within the city limits of Red Wing, Minnesota (Figure 1). The City of
Hastings is located approximately 13 miles northwest (upstream) of the plant. Minneapolis is
located approximately 39 miles northwest and St. Paul is located approximately 32 miles
northwest of the plant. At the plant location, the Mississippi River serves as the state boundary
between Minnesota and Wisconsin. PINGP is located on the western shore of Sturgeon Lake, a
backwater area located one mile upstream from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
Lock and Dam No. 3. The Vermillion River lies just west of PINGP and flows into the Mississippi
River approximately two miles downstream of Lock and Dam No. 3.

Figure 2 shows the property boundary and exclusion zone, which is restricted by a perimeter
fence with “No Trespassing” signs. Access to the exclusion zone by water is not restricted by a
fence; however, “No Trespassing" signs are placed at intervals along the shoreline of the river.
East of the plant the exclusion zone boundary extends to the main channel of the Mississippi
River. Islands within this boundary as well as a small strip of land northeast of the plant are
owned by the Corps of Engineers.

Directly north of Xcel property lies the Prairie Island Indian Community and Reservation, a
federally recognized Indian Tribe organized under the Indian Reorganization Act. The Prairie
Island Indian Community owns and operates the Treasure Island Resort and Casino, a 250-room
hotel and convention center that is currently being expanded. It offers gaming, dining, live
entertainment, an RV park, a 137-slip marina to accommodate visitors arriving by the Mississippi
River, and sightseeing and dinner cruises on their river boat.

Five transmission lines connect PINGP to the regional electric system. The transmission system
is depicted in Figures 3 and 4. The output of PINGP is delivered to the substation just north of
the generating facllities with 345-kV and 161-kV switchyards, where five transmission lines leave
via three transmission corridors. The transmission lines include two 2.5 mile (Red Rock 1 and
Adams) transmission connections, the Red Rock 2 connection to the Red Rock Substation in St.
Paul, the Blue Lake Substation connection, and the Spring Creek Substation connection.

Transmission corridors are maintained by Xcel Energy and Great River Energy using an
Integrated Vegetation Management (IVM) approach that includes both mechanical and chemical
control methods. In particular, both wetland and upland habitats are maintained in low-growing
vegetation through the use of manual cutting and the selective application of EPA-approved
herbicides resulting in the open habitats preferred by threatened and endangered species.

NMC does not expect PINGP operations through the period of extended operation (an additional
20 years) to have little or no adverse affect on threatened or endangered species in the vicinity of
PINGP and associated transmission lines. Nor does NMC expect steam generator replacement
to adversely impact ecological resources on site because the project will not involve ground
disturbing activities in any previously undisturbed areas.

We would appreciate your sending a letter detailing any concerns you may have about potential
impacts to threatened or endangered species (or their habitats) in the area of PINGP or
confirming NMC'’s conclusion that operation of PINGP over the license renewal term would have
no effect on these species. This letter serves as NMC's official request for USFWS concerns
about threatened and endangered species issues regarding PINGP license renewal, NMC will
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include a copy of this letter and your response in the license renewal application that we submit to
the NRC.

Again, thank you for your previous assistance providing PINGP with USFWS concerns. We logk
forward to continuing to work with the USFWS through the license renewal process. Please direct
any requests for additional information, questions and your response to:

James J. Holthaus, PMP
Environmental Project Manager
Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
1717 Wakonade Drive East
13 = Plex (License Renewal)
Welch, MN 55089
651-388-1121 ext 7268

Sincerely,

W fee ()
Mike Wadley

Prairie Island Site Vice President
Nuclear Management Company

Enclosures: Figure 1
Figure 2
Figure 3
Figure 4
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Figure 1
PINGP 50-Mile Radius
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Figure 2
PINGP Site Boundary
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Figure 3
PINGP Site Transmission Line Layout
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Figure 4
PINGP Transmission Outlets
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HOW WILL THE INFORMATION BE USED? Describe the planned use of the information, including
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evaluate potential ecological impacts of renewing the operating licenses of
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Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Matural Heritage and Nnngnn}g&cfgﬁ?&{g%:&aBox 25

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-40__
Phone: (651) 259-5100  Fax: (651)296-1811  E-mail: lisa.joyal @dnr.state.mn.us

June 15, 2007

Mr. James Holthaus

Nuclear Management Company
13-Plex 1717 Wakonade Dr. E.
‘Welch, MN 55089

Re: Request for Natural Heritage information for vicinity of proposed Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
(license renewal), T113N R15W Sections 4 & 5, Goodhue County
NHNRP Contact #: ERDB 20070820

Dear Mr. Holthaus,

The Minnesota Natural Heritage database has been reviewed to determine if any rare plant or animal
species or other significant natural features are known to occur within an approximate one-mile radius of the
area indicated on the map enclosed with your information request: Based on this review, there are 73 known
occurrences of rare species or native plant communities in the area searched. For details, please see the
-enclosed database printouts and the explanation of selected fields.

The Natural Heritage database is maintained by the Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program,
a unit within the Division of Bcological Services, Department of Natural Resources. It is continually updated as
new information becomes available, and is the most complete source of data on Minnesota's rare or otherwise
significant species, native plant communities, and other natural features: Its purpose is to foster better
understanding and protection of these features. '

Because our information is not based on a comprehensive inventory, there may be rare or otherwise
significant natural features in the state that are not represented in the database. A county-by-county survey of
rare natural features is now underway, and has been completed for Goodhue County. Our information about
native plant communities is, therefore, quite thorough for that county. However, because survey work for rare
plants and animals is less exhaustive, and because there has not been an on-site survey of all areas of the
county, ecologically significant features for which we have no records may exist on the project area.

The enclosed results of the database search are provided in two formats: short record report and long
record report. To control the release of locational information, which might result in the damage or destruction
of a rare element, both printout formats are copyrighted.

The short record report provides rare feature locations only to the nearest section, and may be
reprinted, unaltered, in an Environmental Assessment Worksheet, municipal natural resource plan, or report
compiled by your company for the project listed above. If you wish to reproduce the short record report for
any other purpose, please contact me to request written permission. The long record report includes more
detailed locational information, and is for your personal use only. If you wish to reprint the long record
report for any purpose, please contact me fo request written permission.

Please be aware that review by the Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program focuses only on
rare natural features. It does not constitute review or approval by the Department of Natural Resources as a
whole. If you require further information on the environmental review process for other natural resource-
related issues, you may contact your Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist, Wayne Barstad, at (651)
772-7940.

DNR Information: 651-296-6157 o 1-888-646-6367 e TTY: 651-296-5484 e 1-800-657-3929

An Equal Opportugity Employer

% Printed on Recycled Paper Containing a
- Minimum of 10% Post-Consumer Waste
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An invoice in the amount of $85.48 will be mailed to you under separate cover within two weeks of
the date of this letter. You are being billed for map and database search and staff scientist review. Thank you
for consulting us on this matter, and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare natural resources.

Sincerely,
IO~ID W
Lisa A. Joyal

Endangered Species Environmental Review Coordinator

encl:  Database search results
Rare Feature Database Print-Outs: An Explanation of Fields
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Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program, Box 25

500 Lafayette Road
S1. Paul, Minnesota 55155-4025

Phone: (651) 259-5109  Fax: (651) 296-1811  E-mail: lisa,joyal@dnr.state.mn.us

August 9, 2007

Mr. James Holthaus

Nuclear Management Company
13-Plex 1717 Wakonade Drive East
Welch, MN 55089

Re: Request for Natural Heritage information for vicinity of proposed Prairie Island Nuclear Generating
Plant — Transmission Lines (license renewal), Scott, Dakota, Goodhue, and Washington Counties
NHNRP Contact #: ERDB 20070820-0002

Dear Mr. Holthaus,

The Minnesota Natural Heritage database has been reviewed to determine if any rare plant or animal
species or other significant natural features are known to occur within an approximate one-mile radius of the
area indicated on the map enclosed with your information request. Based on this review, there are 367 known
occurrences of rare species or native plant communities in the area searched. For details, please see the
enclosed database printouts and the explanation of selected fields.

The Natural Heritage database is maintained by the Natural Heritage and Nongame Research
Program, a unit within the Division of Ecological Resources, Department of Natural Resources. It is
continually updated as new information becomes available, and is the most complete source of data on
Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant species, native plant communities, and other natural features. Its
purpose is to foster better understanding and protection of these features.

Because our information is not based on a comprehensive inventory, there may be rare or otherwise
significant natural features in the state that are not represented in the database. A county-by-county survey of
rare natural features is now underway, and has been completed for Scott, Dakota, Goodhue, and Washington
Counties. Our information about native plant communities is, therefore, quite thorough for those counties.
However, because survey work for rare plants and animals is less exhaustive, and because there has not been
an on-site survey of all areas of each county, ecologically significant features for which we have no records
may exist on the project area.

The enclosed results of the database search are provided in two formats: short record report and long
record report. To control the release of locational information, which might result in the damage or
destruction of a rare element, both printout formats are copyrighted.

The short record report provides rare feature locations only to the nearest section, and may be
reprinted, unaltered, in an Environmental Assessment Worksheet, municipal natural resource plan, or report
compiled by your company for the project listed above. If you wish to reproduce the short record report for
any other purpose, please contact me to request written permission. The long record report includes more
detailed locational information, and is for your personal use only. If you wish to reprint the long record
report for any purpose, please contact me to request written permission.

Please be aware that review by the Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program focuses only on
rare natural features. It does not constitute review or approval by the Department of Natural Resources as a
whole. If you require further information on the environmental review process for other natural resource-
related issues, you may contact your Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist, Wayne Barstad, at (651)
T72-7940.

DNR Information: 651-296-6157 ©  1-888-646-6367 -] TTY: 651-206-5484 @  1-800-657-3929
An Equal Opportunity Employer Who Values Diversity
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An invoice in the amount of $250.55 will be mailed to you under separate cover within two
weeks of the date of this letter. You are being billed for the database search and printouts. Thank you for
consulting us on this matter, and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare natural resources.

Sincerely,

Lisa Joyal
Endangered Species Environmental Review Coordinator

encl: Database search results
Rare Feature Database Print-Outs: An Explanation of Fields
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 XcelEnergy

January 25, 2008

Ms. Lisa Joyal

Endangered Species Environmental Review Coordinator
Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program
Division of Ecological Resources

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

500 Lafayette Road, Box 25

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

SUBJECT: Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant License Renewal
Request for Information on Threatened and Endangered Species

Dear Ms. Joyal:

Nuclear Management Company (NMC), acting on behalf of Northern States Power Company, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Xcel Energy, would like to thank the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources (MNDNR) Natural Heritage and Nongame Research Program for providing
information regarding rare plant or animal species, and other significant natural features present
on or within the vicinity of the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP) site and
associated transmission lines on June 15 and August 9, 2007, respectively. This information
provided by MNDNR concerning occurrences of rare species and natural communities on the
PINGP site and associated transmission corridors has been utilized in order to assess potential
impacts on threatened and-endangered species, should PINGP continue to operate for an
additional twenty years.

PINGP is finalizing its application tothe U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission {NRC) to renew the
operating licenses for PINGP, which expire:in 2013 (Unit 1) and 2014 (Unit 2). As part of the
license renewal process, the NRC requires license applicants to “assess the impact of the
proposed action on threatened and endangered species in accordance with the Endangered
Species Act" and will almost certainly seek your agency's assistance in the identification of
important species and habitats in the project area. By contacting you in advance, we hope to
identify any issues that need to be addressed or any information your office may need to expedite
the NRC consultation.

Renewal of the PINGP operating licenses would not involve any land disturbance; any changes to
plant operations, or any madifications of the transmission system that connects the plant to the
regional electric grid. There are plans, however, to replace the Unit 2 steam generators in the fall
of 2013, one year before the Unit 2 operating license expires. The steam generators would arrive
by barge, and would be installed within the Unit 2 containment structure. Temporary buildings
and parking areas would be necessary, but these facilities would be constructed in previously-
disturbed areas. Because, in all likelihood, Northern States Power would not replace the steam
generators were it ot seeking approval for an additional 20 years of operation, we have
considered environmental impacts. of steam generator replacement in the Environmental Report
we are submitting to the NRC. In NEPA parlance, it is a "connected action” (40 CFR 1508.25).
We would therefore appreciate your taking steam generator replacement into consideration when
you conduct your review of the project's potential effect on threatened or endangered species.

NMC would appreciate your review of the following assessment summary, -and transmittal of
written concurrence, or concerns, relative to the following conclusions that continued operation of
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PINGP would have little or no adverse effect on threatened and endangered species in the
vicinity of the site. NMC does not expect renewal of the PINGP operating license to negatively
impact state or federally listed threatened and endangered species, jeopardize the continued
existence of such species, or result in destruction or adverse alteration of any critical natural
habitats.

Area of Concern

The PINGP site, located in Goodhue County, Minnesota, consists of 578 acres on the west bank
of the Mississippi River, within the city limits of Red Wing, Minnesota (Figure 1). The City of
Hastings is located approximately 13 miles northwest (upstream) of the plant. Minneapolis is
located approximately 39 miles northwest and St. Paul is located approximately 32 miles
northwest of the plant. At the plant location, the Mississippi River serves as the state boundary
between Minnesota and Wisconsin. PINGP is located on the western shore of Sturgeon Lake, a
backwater area located one mile upstream from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
Lock and Dam No. 3. The Vermillion River lies just west of PINGP and flows into the Mississippi
River approximately two miles downstream of Lock and Dam No. 3.

Figure 2 shows the property boundary and exclusion zone, which is restricted by a perimeter
fence with "No Trespassing” signs. Access to the exclusion zone by water is not restricted by a
fence; however, “No Trespassing” signs are placed at intervals along the shoreline of the river.
East of the plant the exclusion zone boundary extends to the main channel of the Mississippi
River, Islands within this boundary as well as a small strip of land northeast of the plant are
owned by the Corps of Engineers.

Directly north of Xcel property lies the Prairie Island Indian Community and Reservation, a
federally recognized Indian Tribe organized under the Indian Reorganization Act. The Prairie
Island Indian Community owns and operates the Treasure Island Resort and Casino, a 250-room
hotel and convention center that is currently being expanded. It offers gaming, dining, live
entertainment, an RV park, a 137-slip marina to accommodate visitors arriving by the Mississippi
River, and sightseeing and dinner cruises on their river boat.

Five transmission lines connect PINGP to the regional eleciric system. The transmission system
is depicted in Figures 3 and 4. The output of PINGP is delivered to the substation just north of
the generating facilities with 345-kV and 161-kV switchyards, where five transmission lines leave
via three transmission corridors. The transmission lines include two 2.5 mile (Red Rock 1 and
Adams) transmission connections, the Red Rock 2 connection to the Red Rock Substation in St.
Paul, the Blue Lake Substation connection, and the Spring Creek Substation connection.

Transmission corridors are maintained by Xcel Energy and Great River Energy using an
Integrated Vegetation Management (IVM) approach that includes both mechanical and chemical
control methods. In particular, both wetland and upland habitats are maintained in low-growing
vegetation through the use of manual cutting and the selective application of EPA-approved
herbicides resulting in the open habitats preferred by threatened or endangered species.

NMC does not expect PINGP operations through the period of extended operation (an additional
20 years) to significantly affect any threatened or endangered species in the area. Nor does
NMC expect steam generator replacement to adversely impact ecological resources on site
because the project will not involve ground disturbing activities in any previously undisturbed
areas.

We would appreciate your sending a letter detailing any concerns you may have about potential
impacts to threatened or endangered species (or their habitats) in the area of PINGP or
confirming NMC's conclusion that operation of PINGP over the license renewal term would have
no effect on these species. NMC will include a copy of this letter and your response in the license
renewal application that we submit to the NRC.
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Again, thank you for your previous assistance providing PINGP with rare and threatened species
and habitat information. We look forward to continuing to work with the MNDNR through the

license renewal process. Please direct any requests for additional information, questions and
your response to:

James J. Holthaus, PMP
Environmental Project Manager
Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
1717 Wakonade Drive East
13 = Plex (License Renewal)
Welch, MN 55089
651-388-1121 ext 7268

Sincerely,
V700
Mike Wadley

Prairie Island Site Vice President
Nuclear Management Company

Enclosures: Figure 1
Figure 2
Figure 3
Figure 4
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Figure 1
PINGP 50-Mile Radius
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Figure 2
PINGP Site Boundary
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Figure 3
PINGP Site Transmission Line Layout
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Figure 4
PINGP Transmission Outlets

PINGP - Blue|
o s e = s

SPRING CREEK
Goodhue
Wabasha
1
Legend
=z PINGP Transmisson Ling
A Substalion o 5 10 20
e Primary Highwaay with Limited Access

=== Frimary Highway
Nuclear Management Company

Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant

BT water
ECM"U Boundary
[ 5wt Boundary

ATTACHMENT C Page C-58



Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
License Renewal Application
Appendix E - Environmental Report

ATTACHMENT D

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CORRESPONDENCE

ATTACHMENT D Page D-1



Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
License Renewal Application
Appendix E - Environmental Report

Table of Contents

Letter Page
Mike Wadley (Nuclear Management Company) to Dennis Gimmestad (State Historic
Preservation Office, Minnesota Historical Society) D-3

ATTACHMENT D Page D-2



Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
License Renewal Application
Appendix E - Environmental Report

~ XcelEnergy

March 24, 2008

Mr. Dennis A. Gimmestad

Government Programs and Compliance Officer
State Historic Preservation Office

Minnesota Historical Soclety

345 Kellogg Boulevard West

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102-1903

SUBJECT: Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant License Renewal Project
Goodhue County
SHPO Number: 2007-1880

Dear Mr. Gimmestad:

‘Nuclear Management Company (“NMC"), acting on behalf of Northern States Power Company, a
Minnesota corporation (*Xcel Energy” or “the Company") would like to thank the Minnesota State
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for providing comments on the April 30, 2007 letter regarding
renewal of the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant ("PINGP") operating license. We appreciate
the time your-agency has taken to review the letter:as well as identify concerns pertaining to Section
106’ requirements-and’ asking about how cultural resource issues will be addressed in the
-environmental review, Below we are providing addlllonal information on the issues raised in your
June 7 2007 Ieﬂer :

The Nuclear: Regu[atory Commission (*NRC") will formally consult with your office ata later date
under Section ‘106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (16 USC 4?0) and
Federal Advisory Council on Historic Preservation regulations (36 CFR 800). In order to expedite the
formal process and to foster an integrated approach, we would like to work with you now to identify
any issues that should be-addressed or any information your office may need to’ expedite the NRC
consultation.

The cultural resource issues addressed in the Environmental Rapurt (Chapter 2 and Chapter 4) were
_researched in the environmental review process, and will continue to be reviewed as the License
Renewal process moves forward, NMC. cantracted with a ‘company named The 106 Group Ltd. to
perform-a cultural resources assessment of the PINGP site to document: past studies and-to provide
‘information that would assist NMC-with planning and avoidance of known i resources, Theirrecords
search revealed that four professional archeological surveys and one testing pm]ect have been
conducted within:plant boundaries (Figure1). Within'the plant boundaries, seven archeological sites
have been recorded. One site, the Bartron Site, is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
‘Within one mile of the plant boundary, 16 archeological sites have been recorded (15.are on the
Minnesota side of the Mississippi River). The assessment also identified areas that'are thought to be
previously disturbed from original construction of the PINGP. The cultural resources assessment
prepared by The 106 Group is included as Attachment 1-to this letter.

“The Prairie Island Indian Community (PlIC) Reservation is located directly north of the PINGP, The
PIIC is a sovereign nation federally recognized under the Indian Reorganization Act. NMC and the
PINGP staff have a long-standing relationship with and history of consulting with PIIC's tribal council
and technical staff regarding community concerns, business proposals, emergency planning, plant
operations, and other items of mutual interest. NMC'is. consulting with the PIIC regarding the
proposed license renewal and refurbishment activities (addressed later in this letter) at PINGP.
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Consultation was initiated by Xcel Energy and NMC via a letter sent July 25, 2007 requesting PIIC's
participation in the license renewal application process and seeking input regarding any concern PIIC
has for historical, archaeological, cultural or other environmental resources. Xcel Energy and NMC
management met with the PIIC tribal council on September 24, 2007 to discuss the license renewal
application process, and license renewal and PINGP site staff met with PIIC technical staff on
November 8, 2007.

On February 7, 2008, PIIC submitted a letter to PINGP detailing their comments and concerns with
regard to environmental issues. PIIC has requested a copy of the cultural resource assessment,
which will be provided to them along with your response to this consultation request. They have
requested that a buffer be instituted around all known archeological resources to prevent future
disturbance. The PIIC is concerned about two sites that may have been impacted previously during
original construction of the plant. They have requested implementation of a collaborative program of
surveying on the plant site to record all cultural resources and their condition; identification of
restoration activities for cultural resources previously impacted; and access to a burial site by tribal
members for ceremonial purposes. The PINGP will continue consultation with the PIIC to address
their requests.

In addition to the aforementioned efforts, NMC and Xcel Energy are working with Minnesota State
University - Mankato ("Mankato State") to perform further studies on the Bartron Site during Summer
2008. Mankato State plans to hold a field school to do the initial digs and documentation, with a
formal write-up and necessary follow-up work performed through a Master's thesis by a graduate
student(s). The PIIC is aware of these efforts and has supported Mankato State's efforts financially.

At this time there are no plans for PINGP site alteration due to the license renewal project. Any future
site alterations will comply with permitting requirements administered by the City of Red Wing,
Goodhue County and the State of Minnesota. However, there are plans to replace the Unit 2 steam
generators in the fall of 2013, one year before Unit 2's current operating license expires. Because, in
all likelihood, the Company would not replace the steam generators were it not seeking approval for
an additional 20 years of operation, we have considered environmental impacts of steam generator
replacement in the Environmental Report we are submitting to the NRC. We believe that in NEPA
parlance, this is a "connected action" (40 CFR 1508.25). Therefore, we believe it is reasonable for
your agency to consider the steam generator replacement at Unit 2 when you conduct your review of
the project's potential effect on historic and cultural resources.

The steam generators are planned to arrive at the PINGP loading dock by barge and transported to
the Unit 2 containment building by truck on an existing paved road (Figure 2). The old generators will
be removed from the Unit 2 containment building and the new ones installed in the same location
inside the Unit 2 containment building. The new generators are similar in size and mass as the
originals and have the same function. Temporary construction facilities, such as mobile trailers, a
staging area, and parking area, would be necessary, but these temporary facilities would be located
nearby in previously disturbed areas and away from known cultural resources. These areas have
been identified in the attached cultural resource assessment (see specifically Figure 2 of the attached
cultural resources assessment) as previously disturbed, with littla to no potential for intact
archaeological deposits.

The Company has concluded that renewal of the PINGP operating licenses and activities planned
during the 20-year term of the new licenses, including replacement of the Unit 2 steam generators,
will result in no adverse effects on historic and archaeological resources. PINGP will continue to
follow established procedures for avoidance and protection of archaeological, historic, and cultural
resources (see Appendix A of the attached cultural resources assessment). As stated previously,
refurbishment activities will be conducted within previously disturbed areas of the site. However,
during ground-disturbing activities, if archaeological materials are discovered in the work area,
activities in the vicinity of the discovery would stop and the Company will have the discovery
assessed by a professional archaeologist and will consult with your office.
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Since we will included a-copy of this letter in.the license reriewal appllcation that we submit to the
NRGC, it would greatly assist our application to the NRC if we could receive a -a written response from
your office detalling any.concerns you may have about potential adverse effécts to historic-and
archaeological resources, or confirming the Company's conclusion that.operation of PINGP over the
license renewal term would have no adverse effects to historic and archaeological resources.

If you have any questions or require any additional information to review the proposed actibn, please
feel free to contact Mr. James Holthaus, Environmental Project Manager, at 651-388-1121, ext. 7268,
or via email at james.holthaus@nmcco.com.

Sincerely,

Mite ()
Mike Wadley

Site Vice President
Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant

Enclosures:
Figure 1 — Location of Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
Figure 2 — Facilities Associated with the Proposed Replacement of the Unit 2 Steam Generators
Attachment 1 - Cultural Resources Assessment for the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant,
Goodhue County, Minnesota, January 2008, The 106 Group Ltd.

cc wlencl.: President, Prairie Island Indian Community
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Xcel Energy

January 25, 2008

Mr. John Linc Stine; Director
Environmental Health Division
Minnesota Department of Health
625 Robert Street

‘St. Paul, Minnesota 55164-0975

SUBJECT: Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant License Renewal
‘Request for Information on Thermophilic Microorganisms

Dear Mr. Stine:

Nuclear Management Company (NMC), acting on behalf of Northern States Power Company, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Xcel Energy, is preparing an application to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC} to renew the operating licenses for Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP), which expire
in 2013 (Unit 1) and 2014 (Unit 2). As part of the license renewal process, NRC requires license
applicants to provide “...an assessment of the:impact of the proposed action {license renewal} on public
health from thermoph!lic organisms in the affected water.” Organisms of concern include the enteric
pathogens Salmonella and Shigella, the Pseudomonas aeruginosa bacterium, thermophilic
Actinomycetes (“fungi”), the many species of Legionella bacteria, and pathogenic strains of the free-living
Naegleria amoeba.

As part of the license renewal process, NMC is consulting with your office to determine whether there is
any concern about the potential accurrence of these organisms in the Mississippi River-at the location of
PINGP. OnJune 14, 2007 your office indicated there were no concerns at that time. As stated in the
September 7, 2007 letter from James Holthaus, we are currently seeking your input on any specific
concerns the Department may have regarding thermophilic microorganisms. By contacting you, we hope
to identify any issues that need fo be addressed or any information your office may need to expedite the
NRC consultation.

The PINGP site, located in Goodhue County, Minnesota, consists of 578 acres on the west bank of the
Mississippi River (Figure 1), within the city limits of Red Wing, Minnesota. The Vermillion River lies just
west of PINGP and flows into the Mississippi River approximately two miles downstream of Lock and
Dam No. 3 (Figure 2). NRC regulations speclry that if discharges are made to a small river with an
average annual flow rate of less than 3.15.x 10" cubic feet per year, the applicant must assess the public
health impacts of the proposed action regarding potential proliferation.of thermophilic microbiological
organisms In the affected waters. As a component of iis operation, PINGP discharges cooling water into
the Mississippi River. The Mississippi River has an average flow of 5.8 x 10" cubic feet per year in the
vicinity of PINGP, conforming to the NRC definition for consideration as a small river. This issue is
therefore applicable to PINGP license renewal and will be addressed in the Environmental Report.

To determine the ambient river water temperature, assess the plant's thermal output, and assure -
compliance with NPDES thermal discharge requirements, river water is monitored by PINGP at multiple
locations. Temperatures are monitored in the main river channel (upstream), Sturgeon Lake (upstream),
the plant intake structure, the discharge canal, and immediately downstream of Lock and Dam Number 3.
- The highest temperature at the station upslream of the plant intake structure during the period of 2000-
2005 was 86.0°F in 2001 (August8). The highest temperature measured over the same period
downstream of the plant at the Lock and Dam Number 3 monitoring station was 86.4°F in 2001 (August
9). The highest daily maximum temperature measured at the plant's discharge canal from January 2003
through December 2004 was 99.0°F, recorded on July 28, 2003. The entire length of the discharge canal
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and adjoining portions of the Mississippi River are within the plant's exclusion zone, however, and there is
no public access to these areas. Water at these temperatures could, in theory, allow limited survival of
thermophilic microorganisms, but are well below the optimal temperature range for growth and
reproduction of thermophilic microorganisms. Thermophilic bacteria generally ocour at temperatures from
77°F to 176°F, with maximum growth at 122°F to 140°F. The probability of the presence of thermophilic
microorganisms due to plant operations is low.

During the early 1980s, PINGP identified the presence of the parasitic amoeba Naegleria at high
population densities within the plant's circulating water system. In cooperation with the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency and Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, PINGP conducted
chlorination and subsequent dechlorination of the circulating water system in August 1980, September
1981, and August 1983. The chlorination processes were successful in controlling and reducing the
populations of the organisms; however, the dechlorination process does impact the fish populations in the
Mississippi River. Although the Minnesota Department of Health did not consider the presence of the
organism to be a public health threat, it was recognized as an occupational health hazard and plant
personnel were instructed to wear protective equipment when in contact with the circulating water system
components. PINGP continues to periodically chlorinate the circulating water system to control
microbiological organisms and zebra mussels in accordance with the NPDES permit requirements.

Given the thermal characteristics at the PINGP discharge and the fact that NMC periodically chlorinates
the circulating water system, NMC does not expect PINGP operations to stimulate growth or reproduction
of thermophilic microorganisms. Under certain circumstances, these organisms might be present in
limited numbers in the station’s discharge, but would not be expected in concentrations high enough to
pose a threat to recreational users of the Mississippi River.

We appreciate your earlier response to general License Renewal issues. We would appreciate a letter
detailing any concerns you may have about thermophilic microorganisms in the area of PINGP or
confirming NMC's conclusion that operation of PINGP over the license renewal term would not stimulate
growth of thermophilic pathogens. NMC will include a capy of this letter and your response in the license
renewal application that we submit to the NRC.

Please direct any requests for additional information, questions and your response to:

James J. Holthaus, PMP
Environmental Project Manager
Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
1717 Wakonade Drive East
13 = Plex (License Renewal)
Welch, MN 55089
651-388-1121 ext 7268
James.holthaus@nmcco.com

Sincerely,
ke 0D

Mike Wadley
Prairie Island Site Vice President
Nuclear Management Company

Enclosures: Figure 1
Figure 2
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Figure 1
PINGP Site Boundary
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Figure 2
6-Mile Radius of PINGP
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CCF
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CDB
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DDCLP
DDFP
ECCS
EDG
EOF
EOP
EPRI
EPZ
F&O
FA
FC
FHA
FIVE
FP
FPS
FT
FTC
FTO
FTRC
FTRO
FTR
FTS

auxiliary feedwater

abnormal operating procedure

air operated valve

American Society of Mechanical Engineers
anticipated transient without scram
boric acid storage tank

basic event

boiling water reactor

corrective action program
component cooling

common cause failure

conditional containment failure probability
core damage

core damage bin

core damage frequency
containment event tree

cooling water system

control rod drive

containment spray

condensate storage tank

chemical and volume control system
diesel-driven cooling water pump
Diesel-driven fire pump
emergency core cooling system
emergency diesel generator
emergency operations facility
emergency operating procedure
electric power research institute
emergency planning zone
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fire area

fail closed

fuel handling accident

Fire Induced Vulnerability Evaluation
fire protection

fire protection system

fault tree

fails to close
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fails to run

fails to start
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PINGP
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RPV

general design criteria

geographic information system

human error probability

high head safety injection

high pressure injection

human reliability analysis

heating ventilation and air-conditioning
instrument air

individual plant examination

individual plant examination — external events
individual plant evaluation methodology
interfacing system LOCA

large early release frequency

loss of coolant accident

loss of DC power

loss of off-site power

modular accident analysis program
MELCOR accident consequences code system, version 2
maximum averted cost-risk

motor control center

motor driven AFW pump

modified maximum averted cost-risk
main steam line break

Mitigating Systems Performance Index
motor operated valve

main steam isolation valve

Nuclear Energy Institute

Nuclear Management Company

net positive suction head

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Northern States Power

off-site economic cost risk

Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
probabilistic risk assessment

pressure operated relief valve
pressurized water reactor

pressurizer

request for additional information
reactor coolant pump

reactor coolant system

real discount rate

residual heat removal

reactor pressure vessel
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S
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SRV
SSD
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SWGR
TD
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TSC
usl
VCT
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risk reduction worth

refueling water storage tank
severe accident mitigation alternative
station blackout

self-contained breathing apparatus
set equation transformation system
steam generator

steam generator tube rupture
safety injection

Seismic Qualification Utility Group
safety relief valve

safe shutdown

safe shutdown earthquake

service water

switchgear

turbine driven

turbine driven auxiliary feedwater pump
technical specifications

technical support center
unresolved safety issue

volume control tank

Westinghouse Owners Group
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SEVERE ACCIDENT MITIGATION ALTERNATIVES

The severe accident mitigation alternatives (SAMA) analysis discussed in Section 4.17
of the Environmental Report is presented below.

F.1 METHODOLOGY

The methodology selected for this analysis involves identifying SAMA candidates that
have potential for reducing plant risk and determining whether or not the implementation
of those candidates is beneficial on a cost-risk reduction basis. The metrics chosen to
represent plant risk include the core damage frequency (CDF), the dose-risk, and the
offsite economic cost-risk. These values provide a measure of both the likelihood and
consequences of a core damage event.

The SAMA process consists of the following steps:

e PINGP Probabilistic Risk Assessment (PRA) Model — Use the PINGP Internal
Events PRA model as the basis for the analysis (Section F.2). Incorporate External
Events contributions as described in Section F.5.1.8.

e Level 3 PRA Analysis — Use PINGP Level 1 and 2 Internal Events PRA output and
site-specific meteorology, demographic, land use, and emergency response data as
input in performing a Level 3 PRA using the MELCOR Accident Consequences
Code System Version 2 (MACCS2) (Section F.3). Incorporate External Events
contributions as described in Section F.5.1.8.

e Baseline Risk Monetization — Use U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
regulatory analysis techniques to calculate the monetary value of the unmitigated
PINGP severe accident risk. This becomes the maximum averted cost-risk that is
possible (Section F.4).

e Phase | SAMA Analysis — Identify potential SAMA candidates based on the PINGP
PRA Individual Plant Examination — External Events (IPEEE), and documentation
from the industry and the NRC. Screen out SAMA candidates that are not
applicable to the PINGP design or are of low benefit in pressurized water reactors
(PWRs) such as PINGP, candidates that have already been implemented at PINGP
or whose benefits have been achieved at PINGP using other means, and candidates
whose estimated cost exceeds the maximum possible averted cost-risk (Section
F.5).

e Phase Il SAMA Analysis — Calculate the risk reduction attributable to each of the
remaining SAMA candidates and compare to a more detailed cost analysis to
identify the net cost-benefit. PRA insights are also used to screen SAMA candidates
in this phase (Section F.6).
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e Uncertainty Analysis — Evaluate how changes in the SAMA analysis assumptions
might affect the cost-benefit evaluation (Section F.7).

e Conclusions — Summarize results and identify conclusions (Section F.8).

The steps outlined above are described in more detail in the subsections of this
appendix. The graphic below summarizes the high level steps of the SAMA process.

SAMA Screening Process

Is
Implementation
cost greater
than screening
cost?

Does the
SAMA affect a
risk significant
system?

Implementation
cost greater
than cost-risk
reduction?

No Retain for
potential
implementation

Applicable to

Initial SAMA List
Plant?

Phase Il
Analysis

Phase |
Analysis

Screened Screened Screened Screened

Environmental impact statements and environmental reports are prepared using the
graded approach in which impacts of greater concern and mitigation measures of
greater potential value are studied with correspondingly greater effort and rigor.
Accordingly, NMC used screening methods and less detailed feasibility investigative
and cost estimation techniques for SAMA candidates having disproportionately high
cost or low benefits. High level initial cost estimates for all Phase 1 SAMAs were
developed by PINGP project department using plant basis and industry information.
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F.2 PINGP PRA MODEL

The SAMA analysis is based on the 2006 PINGP Level 1 and Level 2, Revision 2.2
PRA models for internal events. The original Individual Plant Examination (IPE) model
submitted in 1994 has received a number of technical updates to maintain design
fidelity with the operating plant and reflect the latest PRA technology. This section
provides an overview of the model revisions and technical upgrades, and provides a
basis for conclusion that the PRA scope and quality is sufficient for this application.

The PINGP PRA model peer review was conducted in September 2000. The final
report was prepared by Westinghouse, which was the lead in performing the PWR
Utility peer assessment. The peer assessment identified five Level A Facts &
Observations (F&Os) and 32 Level B F&Os. All A and B Level F&Os have been
addressed and closed.

The following subsections provide more detailed information related to the evolution of
the PINGP internal events PRA model and the current results. These topics include:

e PRA changes since the IPE
e Level 1 model overview
e Level 2 model overview

e PRA model review summary

Section F.5.1.8 provides a description of the process used to integrate external events
contributions into the PINGP SAMA process; therefore, no specific discussion of the
external events models is included in this section.

F.2.1 History of PINGP PRA Model Development

This section describes the IPE and identifies subsequent model changes that were
implemented. The IPE, which included both Level 1 and Level 2 PRA analyses for Unit
1 only, is discussed in Section F.2.1.1. Revisions to the Level 1 PRA model since the
IPE are discussed in Section F.2.1.2. Revisions to the Level 2 PRA model since the
IPE are discussed in Section F.2.1.3. The current Level 1 and Level 2 (Rev. 2.2
(SAMA)), which was used for the SAMA evaluation, is described in Sections F.2.2 and
F.2.3, respectively. Detailed descriptions of the changes for each revision are
maintained as plant model documentation.
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The historical nominal CDF and large early release frequency (LERF) results for PINGP
are as follows:

PINGP Model  Model Revision  Unit 1 CDF Unit 2 CDF Unit 1 LERF Unit 2 LERF

Date (per rx-yr) (per rx-yr) (per rx-yr) (per rx-yr)
IPE (Rev. 0) 1994 5.0E-05 NA NA NA
Rev. 1.0 1996 2.4E-05 NA 3.8E-07 NA
Rev. 1.1 1999 2.35E-05 NA 3.8E-07 NA
Rev. 1.2 2001 2.20E-05 NA 6.9E-07 NA
Rev. 2.0 2002 2.19E-05 2.52E-05 3.88E-07 3.90E-07
Rev. 2.1 2005 1.47E-05 1.63E-05 5.74E-07 5.74E-07
Rev. 2.2 2006 9.81E-06 1.13E-05 5.14E-08 1.35E-07
Rev. 2.2 (SAMA) 2006 9.79E-06 1.21E-05 8.79E-08 1.75E-07

This section reviews the PRA model development from the IPE to the current Revision
2.2 model, including model enhancements and dominant accident classes.

F.2.1.1 IPE (Level 1 and Level 2, Revision 0)

The PINGP IPE was submitted to the NRC by letter dated March 1, 1994 to respond to
Generic Letter 88-20, “Individual Plant Examination for Severe Accident Vulnerabilities —
10CFR 50.54(f).” The NRC sent requests for additional information (RAI) to Northern
States Power Company on December 21, 1995. The NRC accepted the IPE by letter
dated May 16, 1997. The NRC letters noted that the IPE submittals met the intent of
Generic Letter 88-20, “Individual Plant Examination for Severe Accident Vulnerabilities —
10CFR 50.54(f)", dated November 23, 1988.

The first full-scope PRA analysis done for PINGP was that performed to satisfy the IPE
requirements, and was completed in February 1994. This was a study to determine
vulnerabilities to severe accidents from at-power operation. It was based on a Level 1
and Level 2 PRA model performed for Unit 1. Unit 2 vulnerabilities were qualitatively
evaluated based on the Unit 1 results and consideration of asymmetries in plant design
and operation that exist between the units. The study found no vulnerabilities to severe
accidents at the PINGP. Previously, a limited-scope Individual Plant Evaluation
Methodology (IPEM) analysis was completed in 1992. The IPE PRA analysis started
with the models built for the IPEM study, and additional details, including the Level 2
portions, were added to arrive at the full scope analysis. The initial data collection effort
for that analysis was performed for the period 1978 — 1987, except for the initiating
event frequency analysis, which used plant trip information over the period 1975 — 1987.
The IPE is now considered to be Revision 0 of the Level 1 and 2 PRA models.
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The core damage frequency (CDF) calculated for the IPE was 5.0E-5/rx-yr. The
contributions by initiating event were:

e Loss of coolant accident (LOCAS) (24%));

e Loss of off-site power (LOOP) including station blackout (SBO) (22%));
e Internal Flooding (21%);

e Transients excluding LOOP (19%); and

e Steam generator tube rupture (SGTR) (13%).

LERF was not quantified for the IPE. The total release frequency (the frequency of core
damage followed by containment failure) was calculated to be 2.0E-5/rx-yr, giving a
conditional containment failure probability (CCFP) of approximately 40% (69% including
induced SGTR, which was addressed by an Emergency Operating Procedure (EOP)
change almost as soon as the IPE was submitted). The dominant contributors to the
CCFP were:

e Late containment failure due to overpressure following early core damage and
vessel failure at high pressure (55%); and

e SGTR (35%)
e Other (10%).
F21.2 Level 1 Model Revisions since the IPE

F21.21 Level 1, Revision 1.0

Revision 1.0 of the Unit 1, Level 1 PRA model was completed in 1996. In addition to
adding modeling for a few additional balance-of-plant systems (for example, the non-
safeguards station air system and the steam dump and circulating water systems), this
update included modeling for a number of significant changes to the plant safeguards
electrical systems that were not installed at the time of the IPE submittal. Examples
include elimination of sub-fed 480V motor control centers (MCCs), division of the two
Unit 1 safeguards 480 V AC buses into four buses and relocation of those buses within
the plant; and significant reliability upgrades for the DC power system. Component
failure and unavailability data for six key systems were updated for the period 1986
through 1995, as were the initiating event frequencies. LOCA frequencies were
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reanalyzed to make them more plant-specific, using a pipe failure study technique
developed by the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI).

The CDF calculated for the Revision 1.0 PRA model was 2.4E-5/rx-yr. The
contributions by initiating event were:

e LOCASs (5%);

e LOORP including SBO (34%);

e Internal Flooding (36%);

e Transients excluding LOOP (10%);
e SGTR (14%); and

e Other (1%).

The decline in the CDF compared with the Revision 1.0 (IPE) model results was
primarily due to the development of plant-specific LOCA initiating event frequencies,
credit given for the station air to instrument air cross-tie capability, and credit given for
an electrical system upgrade and equipment relocation on Unit 1 that effectively
eliminated the 480 V safeguards bus dependency on room ventilation.

F2.1.2.2 Level 1, Revision 1.1

Revision 1.1 of the Unit 1, Level 1 model was completed in 1999. This was essentially
the same model as Revision 1.0; however, a single top fault tree approach to the
guantification of overall CDF was used, as was a standard truncation level of 1E-10.
Previously, the PRA models were quantified using Set Equation Transformation System
(SETS) software, which allowed different truncation levels for each individual core
damage sequence. The total CDF for the Revision 1.1 model was calculated to be
2.35E-5/rx-yr, and the breakdown of the CDF by initiating event was similar to the
Revision 1.0 model.

F.2.1.2.3 Level 1, Revision 1.2

Revision 1.2 of the Unit 1, Level 1 model was completed in 2001. Significant changes
were incorporated during this revision. Many of these changes were based on
comments received by the Westinghouse Owners Group (WOG) PRA Certification
Team Review that took place in September 2000. Changes included:
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New LOCA break size groupings (small LOCA, medium LOCA, large LOCA);
New LOCA break size frequencies based on generic data from NUREG/CR-5750;
Update to several initiating event frequencies (LOOP, loss of DC (LODC));
Inclusion of Offsite Power recovery actions for non-SBO events;

Creation of initiating event trees for the cooling water system (CL), component
cooling system (CC), and Instrument Air systems;

Power operated relief valve (PORV) LOCA events were added;

Changes to SBO success criteria (removal of diesel generator recovery);
Random reactor coolant pump (RCP) Seal Failure initiating event was added;
Updates to several system fault trees;

Credit for the pressurizer PORV accumulator;

Upgrade to the Human Reliability Analysis (key operator actions); and

The mission time for the emergency diesel generators (EDG) and CL pumps were
changed from 6 hours to 24 hours since offsite power recovery is credited.

The component failure rates from the 1995 update were reviewed against generic data.
If significant differences were found and there was a large impact on the CDF, the
component failure rate was updated. Only a few changes were made. Specifically,
EDG D5 and D6 failure and unavailability data were changed based on the limited
amount of operating experience available during the update period. Generic failure
rates from NUREG/CR-4550 were used for the D5 and D6 EDGs.

The CDF calculated for the Revision 1.2 PRA model was 2.20E-5/rx-yr. The
contributions by initiating event were:

LOOP including SBO (23.9%);
LOCAs (23.8%);

Internal Flooding (22.5%);
SGTR (14.8%); and

Transients excluding LOOP (15.0%).
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There was not a significant change in the overall CDF value compared with the Revision
1.1 model. However, the distribution of the accident sequences has changed
significantly. The LOOP contribution decreased due to crediting offsite power recovery
for the non-SBO sequences. The SGTR contribution increased due to re-analysis of the
human error actions associated with this event. The LOCA contribution increased due
to redefining the LOCA break sizes and the use of generic LOCA frequencies. The
internal flooding contribution decreased due to crediting the Pressurizer PORV
accumulator. The transient contribution increased due to several reasons since it
encompasses many initiating events.

e The loss of feedwater transient increased due to changes in the human reliability
analysis (HRA). (Key operator actions were re-analyzed based on conditional
events, which resulted in a higher probability of failure. A key operator action in the
loss of feedwater water transient affected by this includes: establishing feed and
bleed conditional on restoring feedwater.);

e The normal transient contribution increased due to the modeling addition of
challenging a pressurizer PORYV during the transient and resulting in a PORV LOCA,;
and

e The contribution from a loss of CC and CL transients increased due to the addition
of initiating event tree modeling for CL and CC systems.

F2124 Unit 1 and Unit 2 Level 1, Revision 2.0

Level 1, Revision 2.0 PRA model update was performed in order to obtain a working
PRA model for Unit 2. Previously, all probabilistic risk analysis for Unit 2 have involved
application of the Unit 1 model results, with modifications that attempted to consider the
impact of asymmetries between the units. The update was also performed to correct
some errors and make some enhancements to the existing Revision 1.2 PRA model.
The model update was completed in 2002 and was built upon the Level 1 Revision 1.2
model. Major model changes included with this update are:

e Addition of Unit 2 frontline and support system logic modeling;

e Addition of Unit 2 accident sequence logic modeling;

¢ Inclusion of CDF and LERF calculations for Unit 2;

e Removal of the boric acid storage tank (BAST) input to the safety injection (SI)

pumps suction logic. The primary suction supply is now only the refueling water
storage tank (RWST);
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Enhancement of the existing quantification methodology, including incorporation of
fault tree-based deletion of mutually exclusive events, including multiple initiating
events;

Modification to the charging pump system fault tree logic to include an operator
action to restart the pumps after a LOOP event since they are not included in the
sequencer logic;

Use of the same common cause failure (CCF) event for the residual heat removal
(RHR) pump discharge check valves in the injection, recirculation, and shutdown
cooling modes;

A new operator action to prevent load sequencer failure due to loss of cooling to the
4KV safeguards bus rooms (Bus 15, Bus 16, Bus 25, and Bus 26 rooms) were
incorporated into the model. In conjunction with this change, a factor for the
sequencer failure at elevated temperatures was added to the fault tree logic for the
safeguards bus;

Update to the logic modeling for the supply/exhaust fans 21, 22, 23, 24 which supply
air to the Unit 2 safeguards bus rooms. The original modeling assumed that none of
the fans were running (but one train is normally running). This modeling change
assumed supply/exhaust fan sets 21 and 22 are normally running and
supply/exhaust 23 and 24 are in standby. Therefore, the failure to start logic was
only included for sets 23 and 24. The CCF to start basic events (BEs) for all four
sets was removed from the model; and

An incorrect and non-conservative mutually exclusive event related to the
Screenhouse Flood Zone 2 Initiating event (I-SH2FLD) was removed from the logic.
This resulted in an increase in the contribution of the Screenhouse Flood Zone 2
(SH2FLD) event to the overall results.

The CDF calculated for the Unit 1 Revision 2.0 PRA model was 2.19E-5/rx-yr. The
contributions by initiating event were:

LOOP including SBO (26.0%);
LOCAs (22.4%);

Internal Flooding (23.2%);
SGTR (13.2%); and

Transients excluding LOOP (15.2%).
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There was not a significant change in the overall CDF value compared with the Revision
1.2 model. There were some changes in the distribution of the accident sequences.
The LOOP contribution increased due to the additional cutsets (with higher probabilities)
related to the LOOP event with a failure of the operator to start a charging pump and a
loss of the CL pumps which lead to a RCP seal LOCA. The small LOCA contribution
decreased (which results in a decrease in the LOCA contribution) due to the removal of
the BAST as a supply source to the SI pumps. The SGTR contribution decreased due
the new mutually exclusive logic incorporated into the model, specifically related to
preventative maintenance on Emergency Diesel Generator (EDGs). The flood
contribution increased due to the removal of a mutually exclusive event related to the
Screenhouse Flood Zone 2 initiating event.

The CDF calculated for the Unit 2 Revision 2.0 PRA model was 2.52E-5/rx-yr. The
contributions by initiating event were:

e LOORP including SBO (25.6%);

e LOCAS (19.4%);

¢ Internal Flooding (20.1%);

e SGTR (11.8%); and

e Transients excluding LOOP (23.1%).

There is not a previous Unit 2 model to which the results can be compared; however,
Unit 2 can be compared to the Unit 1 results. Unit 2 CDF value is higher than the Unit 1
result, due to an increase in the LOOP and LODC Power Train A initiating events. The
LOOP initiating event increase is due to the Unit 2 asymmetries associated with the
auxiliary feedwater (AFW) system (Unit 2 motor driven AFW (MDAFW) pump powered
from Train A verses Unit 1 MDAFW pump powered from Train B) and the emergency
diesel generators system (D5 and D6 have higher CCF to start probability verses D1
and D2). These asymmetries result in LOOP event cutsets that have higher
probabilities than the Unit 1 results. Also, since the Unit 2 MDAFW pump is powered
from Train A, the LODC power Train A event has a larger impact on the Unit 2 CDF
results (contributes almost 9% to the overall CDF). This initiator causes the transient
portion of the Unit 2 CDF to increase to 23.1% verses 15.2% in the Unit 1 results. The
internal flooding event probability remains virtually the same between the Unit 2 and
Unit 1 results; however, due to the increase in Unit 2 CDF value, the contribution in the
Unit 2 result is lower. This is also the case for the SGTR event.
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F.2.1.2.5 Unit 1 and Unit 2 Level 1, Revision 2.1

Revision 2.1 of the Unit 1 and Unit 2, Level 1 model was completed in early 2005.
Significant changes were incorporated during this revision. Changes include:

e Update to LOORP initiating event frequency including the addition of consequential
LOOP;

e Updates to the RHR, SI, AFW, CL, CC, 125 VDC system, EDG, and instrument
power system fault trees;

e Upgrade to the HRA for key operator actions and inclusion of misalignment and
miscalibration events;

e Correction to the process used to model pre-initiator latent errors;

e Additional modeling of 120 V AC panel faults;

e Updated failure data for the EDG and AFW systems;

e Updated common cause values for the EDG and AFW systems; and
e Updated internal flooding analysis.

The CDF calculated for the Unit 1 Revision 2.1 PRA model was 1.47E-5/rx-yr. The
contributions by initiating event were:

e LOCAs (53.5%);

e Transients excluding LOOP (20.8%);
e SGTR (14.2%);

e LOORP, including SBO (9.8%); and

e Internal flooding (1.7%).

There was a significant change in the overall Unit 1 CDF value compared with the
Revision 2.0 model. The distribution of the accident sequences changed significantly.
The LOOP contribution decreased due to recalculation of the LOOP initiating event
frequency and new EDG common cause and failure data. The LOCA contribution
increased due to re-analysis of the human error actions associated with these events.
The internal flooding contribution decreased due to reanalysis of the pipe break
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frequencies and the flows from the break. The transient contribution changed due to
several reasons since it encompasses many initiating events:

e Transients increased due to the addition of AFW recirculation line valve failure logic,
which was added in the recent fault tree update. This added an extra failure mode
for the AFW system,;

e The normal transient contribution decreased due to the modeling addition of a factor
for the percentage of time that a pressurizer PORV might lift following a transient
initiating event; and

e The credit for the pressurizer PORV air accumulator was increased, which reduced
the contribution of the loss of instrument air initiating event.

The CDF calculated for the Unit 2 Revision 2.1 PRA model was 1.63E-5/rx-yr. The
contributions by initiating event were:

e LOCAS (48.3%);

e Transients excluding LOOP (27.2%);
e SGTR (12.8%);

e LOOP, including SBO (10.2%); and
e Internal flooding (1.5%).

There was a significant change in the overall Unit 2 CDF value compared with the
Revision 2.0 model. The distribution of the accident sequences also changed
significantly. The LOOP contribution decreased due to recalculation of the LOOP
initiating event frequency and new EDG common cause and failure data. The SGTR
contribution decreased due to re-analysis of the human error actions associated with
this event. The LOCA contribution increased due to re-analysis of the human error
actions associated with these events. The internal flooding contribution decreased due
to reanalysis of the pipe break frequencies and the flows from the break. The transient
contribution changed due to several reasons, as it encompasses many initiating events.

e Transients increased due to the addition of AFW recirculation line valve failure logic,
which was added in the recent fault tree update. This added an extra failure mode
for the AFW system);

e The normal transient contribution decreased due to the modeling addition of a factor
for the percentage of time that a pressurizer PORV might lift following a transient
initiating event; and
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e The credit for the pressurizer PORV air accumulator was increased which reduced
the contribution of the loss of instrument air and loss of A train DC initiating events.
As the impact of loss of Train A DC is more significant to Unit 2 than it is to Unit 1
(see Section F.2.1.2.4), this change also reduced the difference in contribution to
CDF from Transient events between the units.
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F.2.1.2.6 Unit 1 and Unit 2 Level 1, Revision 2.2

The most recent major update to the Level 1 PRA models was the Rev. 2.2 model
update.

Unit 1 Level 1 Rev. 2.2 Model

The Unit 1 Level 1 Rev. 2.2 model update incorporated a number of model upgrades
and enhancements necessary for application of the model to the initial implementation
of the Mitigating Systems Performance Index (MSPI) program in 2006, including closure
of all remaining open Level B WOG Peer Certification Review findings. The most
significant model improvements included:

e Minor updates to the fault tree models for several MSPI systems.

e Update to common cause failure (CCF) parameters using recent data and
methodologies.

e Updates to plant and generic failure data, plant maintenance unavailability data, and
initiating event frequencies.

e Inclusion of both quantitative and qualitative uncertainty analyses.

In addition, the initiating event frequency update reflected the installation of new steam
generators for Unit 1. This change had relatively significant impact on the Level 1
results.

The contribution to core damage frequency (9.81E-06) due to initiating events shows
that four initiators contribute 10% or more: Small LOCA — Loop A (25%), Small LOCA —
Loop B (25%), Loss of Cooling Water (18%), and Loss of Offsite Power (11%).

The Small LOCA initiating events are the top contributors to the CDF due to their
relatively high initiating event frequencies (relative to larger-break LOCAS) and the fact
that both methods of mitigation of the event (either Reactor Coolant System (RCS) cool
down and depressurization and initiation of RHR shutdown cooling, or transfer to low
head Emergency Core Cooling System (ECCS) recirculation) requires operator action.
Common cause failures (across both safeguards trains) of component cooling water
pumps and valves, and RHR system pumps also are significant contributors to the top
Small LOCA sequences.

The CL system (analogous to an emergency service water system at other PWRS) is
very important to plant risk at PINGP. CL provides equipment heat removal support for
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operation of both the high and low pressure ECCS systems. Any event that results in
loss of the CL system (a Loss of CL initiating event) also removes the backup means of
providing RCP seal cooling. Therefore, on a Loss of CL initiator, failure of seal injection
from the Chemical and Volume Control System (CVCS) charging pumps will result in an
unrecoverable RCP seal LOCA.

Loss of offsite AC power is significant due to its relatively high frequency and reliance
upon the site emergency diesel generators (EDGs) and their support systems. The
EDGs are complex machines that have many subsystems and have relatively high
random failure rates (compared to other plant components, i.e., motor-operated pumps
or valves, etc.). Typically, core damage sequences following this initiating event are a
result of an eventual station blackout (SBO) condition, subsequent RCP seal failures
and resulting RCS leakage without makeup capability. In some cutsets, power may be
lost on one train, and equipment fails on the energized train, causing a loss of a critical
function. Credit is taken for recovery of offsite power based on industry experience with
the duration of loss of offsite power events. PINGP has the ability to manually cross-tie
same-train 4kV buses across units (from the control room), and the EDGs have the
capability to handle the loads that would be expected during a dual-unit LOOP. In
addition, the Unit 1 and Unit 2 EDGs have different designs and manufacturers, and
require different systems for cooling. Therefore, the contribution due to SBO is not as
significant at PINGP as at some other PWRs.

Unit 2 Level 1 Rev. 2.2 Model

The Unit 2 Level 1 Rev. 2.2 model update incorporated all of the model upgrades and
enhancements described above for the Unit 1 model, including all of those necessary to
implement the MSPI program for Unit 2 in 2006, and closure of all remaining open Level
B WOG Peer Certification Review findings. The only significant difference between the
update for Unit 1 and the update for Unit 2 was that the initiating event frequency
update does not reflect an installation of new steam generators for Unit 2. Steam
generator replacement is planned for Unit 2 in 2013.

Unit 1 and Unit 2 are near-mirror images of each other with respect to design and
operation. Therefore, as expected, the Level 1 PRA results (CDF and contributions by
initiating event) are very similar between the units. The contribution to core damage
frequency (1.13E-05) due to initiating events shows that four initiators contribute 10% or
more: Small LOCA - Loop A (21%), Small LOCA — Loop B (21%), Loss of Cooling
Water (16%), and Loss of Offsite Power (10%). The discussion presented in this
section of each of these top contributors to the Unit 1 CDF applies to the Unit 2 results
as well.
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The most significant asymmetries between the CDF results for Unit 1 and Unit 2 are in
the contributions from the SGTR and Loss of Train A DC initiating events. The SGTR
contribution for Unit 2 is significantly larger than it is for Unit 1 (10.0% of the total CDF
vs. 2.0%, respectively), due to the fact that the steam generators in Unit 1 have
undergone replacement recently while Unit 2 is still using its original steam generators.
The Loss of Train A DC initiating event is more significant to the Unit 2 results (3.5% of
the total CDF) than to the Unit 1 results (0.4% of the total CDF) due to the fact that DC
control power for operation of the motor-driven Auxiliary Feedwater pump on Unit 2 is
supplied from Train A, whereas control power for operation of the Unit 1 motor-driven
AFW pump is supplied from Train B DC. Both units experience a reactor trip with loss
of main feedwater on a loss of Train A DC (no loss of main feedwater on loss of Train B
DC). Therefore, since AFW is required for secondary heat removal when main
feedwater is lost, the Loss of Train A DC initiating event is more severe for Unit 2 than
for Unit 1.

F.2.1.2.7 Unit 1 and Unit 2 Level 1, Revision 2.2 (SAMA)

The latest version of the Unit 1 and Unit 2 Level 1 PRA is the Rev. 2.2 model (SAMA).
This was the version of the model used for the SAMA evaluation supporting this LRA
submittal. For a discussion of the Level 1 Rev. 2.2 model (SAMA), see Section F.2.2.

F.2.1.3 Level 2 Model Revisions since the IPE

F.2.1.3.1 Level 2, Revision 1.0

Revision 1.0 of the Unit 1, Level 2 PRA model was completed in 1999, and was built
upon the Level 1 Revision 1.0 model. In addition to the changes incorporated in the
revision to the Level 1 model, the Level 2 update reflected credit for the potential for hot
leg creep rupture phenomenon to facilitate vessel failure at low pressure for early core
damage sequences and credit for a change to the emergency procedures that greatly
reduced the risk from induced steam generator (SG) tube creep rupture events (these
events were not modeled in the Revision 1.0 analysis). Also, credit for containment
spray (CS) recirculation was removed from the model, since procedural guidance for
operator initiation of the system in the EOPs was removed (based on a licensing-basis
calculation that showed that containment pressure would be below the threshold
requiring CS recirculation operation for any analyzed event after the RWST had
reached low-low level).
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The total release frequency (the frequency of core damage followed by containment
failure) was calculated to be 8.8E-6/rx-yr, giving a conditional containment failure
probability (CCFP) of approximately 38%.

The decline in the total release frequency was primarily due to the decline in the Level 1
CDF (from the Revision 0 to the Revision 1 analysis). The decline was slightly less than
that seen in the CDF itself due to the relatively large CDF contribution to both measures
from internal flooding events. The contribution of flooding events to the total release
frequency remained relatively constant at about 35% (9E-6).

LERF was quantified for the Revision 1 Level 2 model. Early core damage sequences
involving containment bypass (SGTR and interfacing system LOCA (ISLOCA)
sequences) and containment isolation failure were considered to be those with the
potential to produce a large early release. The calculated LERF was 3.8E-7/rx-yr. The
contributors to the LERF by initiating event (sub-bullets provide a discussion of
dominant sequences within these categories) were:

e ISLOCA (58% of LERF),

o Catastrophic rupture or transfer open of two series RHR Hot Leg Suction motor
operated valves (MOVs) followed by operator failure to cool down and
depressurize the reactor to limit RHR pump seal leakage. (41% of LERF),

o Catastrophic rupture or transfer open of two series RHR Hot Leg Suction MOVSs,
or rupture of two series Sl injection check valves, or one Sl injection check valve
and the RHR shutdown cooling isolation MOV, followed by rupture of the low
pressure RHR piping outside containment. (17% of LERF);

e SGTR (15% of LERF),

0 SGTR followed by common cause failure of either the SI pumps (to start or run)
or the RWST to Sl suction MOVs to open, followed by operator failure to cool
down and depressurize the RCS to RHR shutdown cooling conditions. (14% of
LERF); and

e Transient or LOCA core damage sequences followed by early containment failure
(typically through hydrogen combustion) (25% of LERF),

o0 AFW Pump/Instrument Air Compressor room internal flood (15% of LERF),

0 RCP seal LOCA involving loss of CL and Train A 4kV AC power (5% of LERF),

0 Loss of secondary heat sink with failure of operator action to perform bleed and
feed operation (3% of LERF), and

0 Medium or large LOCA with failure of Emergency Core Cooling System (ECCS)
recirculation (1% of LERF).

e Transient or LOCA core damage sequences followed by other early containment
failure mechanisms (2% of LERF),
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F.2.1.3.2 Level 2, Revision 1.1

No Level 2 or LERF model was developed with this designation (no update to the Level
2 models or to LERF was performed which used the Level 1, Revision 1.1 model as
input). The basis for this was the nearly identical nature of the Revision 1.0 and
Revision 1.1 Level 1 models, that is, no significant difference in the Level 2 results could
exist based solely on the move to the Revision 1.1 model.

F.2.1.3.3 Level 2, Revision 1.2

A full Level 2 revision to correspond with the Level 1, Revision 1.2 model was not
performed. However, the LERF results were updated based on the Level 1, Revision
1.2 model, and changes to the LERF calculation were made.

One change made to the Level 1 model incorporated in Revision 1.2 had a significant
impact on the LERF results. The human error probability (HEP) for the failure of the
operator to cool down and depressurize the RCS to shutdown cooling following a
SGTR, originally a screening value with a very low probability, was increased by an
order of magnitude. This change shifted the majority of the LERF contribution to SGTR
sequences (from Interfacing System LOCA (ISLOCA) sequences).

Other than the changes to the underlying Level 1 model, the following changes were
made to the LERF calculation itself:

1. Failure of containment isolation was modeled using a fault tree (FT) model for each
unscreened containment penetration from the previous analysis. The previous
LERF analysis used a point value estimate for the failure of containment isolation.

2. Core damage sequences involving early containment failure but without containment
bypass (from the full Level 2 analysis) were excluded from the LERF result. As
stated previously, a full Level 2 model update based on the Level 1 Revision 1.2
model was not performed. In addition, these sequences had been conservatively
added to the LERF calculation in the absence of certainty about whether they met an
industry standard definition of large, early release that was still in development. The
American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) PRA Standard defines a large
early release as “the rapid, unmitigated release of airborne fission products from the
containment to the environment occurring before the effective implementation of
offsite emergency response and protective actions” (ASME 2005). Under this
definition, it is not clear that these early containment failure sequences actually
would lead to large early releases, since containment is not directly bypassed. The
IPE source term analysis showed only the containment bypass events (induced-
SGTR, ISLOCA) to result in the highest releases of volatile (non-noble gas)
radionuclides.
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SGTR events also involved large releases of volatiles, but was considered to be a late
release. Containment isolation failure sequences involved early releases but the
magnitude of the volatiles was categorized as medium. Also, the majority of these
sequences were assumed to lead to early containment failure due to very conservative
treatment of the hydrogen combustion phenomenon. However, position papers created
for the IPE conclude that, even assuming worst-case hydrogen production conditions
post core damage, pressures developed within the containment following a detonation
of the hydrogen would not approach the ultimate failure pressure of the containment
shell itself.

Evidence also exists that ignition sources energetic enough for detonation of the
hydrogen do not exist within the containment. Even if containment failure were to occur
by this mechanism, it is likely that the timing of the failure would be later than that
specified in the LERF definition (time for implementation of protective action
recommendations from the emergency plan response would be available due to the
additional time required to pressurize containment to its ultimate failure pressure).

Therefore, the non-bypass early containment failure sequences were excluded from the
LERF calculation (SGTR and containment isolation failure sequences were left in).

The calculated LERF for Revision 1.2 was 6.9E-7/rx-yr. The contributors to the LERF
by initiating event were (sub-bullets provide a discussion of dominant sequences within
these categories):

e SGTR (87% of LERF),

0 SGTR followed by common cause failure of either the SI pumps (to start or run)
or the RWST to Sl suction MOVs to open, followed by operator failure to cool
down and depressurize the RCS to RHR shutdown cooling c