Novembder 19, 1946

Dr. Seymour S Cohen
Department of Padlatrios
Hodical Sohcol ’
University of Pemnsylvania
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Seymours

This is striotly a oall for sny ani all ielp that you
can glve us, %Ye Qupa‘ataly neaed the followings

le orystalline trypsin
2. pure ridbonuclease

Se pure desoxynuoloase
4, descxynucleic acid

Ve have run some experiments, the results of which are
not as yet ready for broadcast. Briefly, we have found that our
aotive prirpiple is inactivated by both desoxynuclease and ribo-
moleases. Xow, the two engyms preparati ns we have cbtained are
axtramely good. We 414 not obtain encugh of the ribonusloase to
make more than two runse.  You can well imagine the implications:
of this finding should it be possible to exhaustively oconfirm them.

I can well imagine the possibllity that yovu may not have
8ll of the things I ask for, but whatevsr you can send you know
will bs deeply appreciated, amd If you can give me advice as ¢o
how t0 got any of the others, again you will receive our hoartfelt
thanks.

#hat i8 the best way to maintain the activity of both
desoxynuclease and ribonuclease, and ¥hat is the simplest method of
cheoking on the aotivitles of the enzyme sclutions =me are using?

Po change the sub Jest, we osbiained s amw 5-~methyl tryptophane
from Mre Tainter. When are your results oming out on tils material?
Obviously, it Is necessary for us to obtain information as to the
ooncentration range, etc., bofore we embark on a teste Our major
purpose,48 you know, is to see whether it stops enzymatic adaptatione.
If it does, we will say hurraye.

Give my best regards to your lowly wife and say hello to
Miohael for mes. 1 should, in cloaing, llke to note that Willard



stil]l remembers and repeats some of the lectures you gave him

on the cytogene, whiohyyou oan guess, 1s a little annoying at times,
L am asgquming you are the one who 4id ity and 1 think my assumption
is oorreots When I got to see Michael next summer, I will zgive him
a fow leotures alao,

One furthor note of intorest, There 18 going to be a
symposium in Cold Spring Harbor on nusleic aold and nuoleoproteins,
Your namoe is on the 1l1st of partioipants which should make you very
happye [ #aw Demerea in Yashington recently in which we 4iscusaed
the nature of the prograem and the probable date, whioh will be sarly
in Jume.

Cordially yours,

Se Spiegelman

ss/b



