Dotobar 25, 1947

Dear Bures

In your last letter you expressed the wish that I should
some day eit down ard wdite you all the dirt that has acoumalated
here. I did not expect to do this so soon, tut a sudien pile
of it appeared on my oem dooratep and I think I oaght to let you
nowe

You are sufficiently familiat with the %eginninge
s0o I do not need %o g0 into that. As you know, I have been
patting an increasing amount of opposition in the Iledlcal Sohosl
and a deoreasing amunt of support frum the Hill. Kt the
toginning of $this semester, somsthing ocourred wild: preciplitated
a orisis nnd it evolvod essentially around the thrce students
who had spent t10 sumcy with Van Niel to 7ulfill requirements
stipulated ty Bronfenbremmor as necessary tafore they could
register a3 Phe De candicates.

Mart In decided $o clarify ¢e issue with respeuot to the
thres 3tudents «nd managed to get a meeting In Jean Tolman's
office, %0 whioch ewryone was lnviteds Tho purpose of this
was to sse what could Lte dcme $o glve degress In gonoral
microtiology 8 distinguished from medieal Lacteriology. Row,
while a genoral asgreoment 8 ne’ reashed, ¢ue to the oppoaltion
of Corey, Dean lioor, and Bronfentrenncr (who had stronsly supported
it in prevate), a compromise with resmect 0 these thme atudents
was arrived at wiish cmsisted of seiting up a comittee which
would haw thw powor to pase on twir qualifications vlia a
reliminary examination amd to mave up te pro~ram to bte followed
for the completion of tho dogree. It was asreed at this meeting
that Gost would do s research with Martin and that Juni and
Sugsman wonld do their theses under mee Iwrybody agreed to
this amd t1® subtcormittes appointed ty Tolim met and performed
its funat irns of setting up the prorram ¢9%tvo follomed Ty the
studentae. :

Two days lator Dre. Dronfentrenner, who jad Leen a monber
of the commlttee and subtoomii $oe, called up Nean Tolman and sald
that he woild not dllow Juni and Suseman to do t'nir work in his
department, Then '@ further wert t0 Doan Stearn and told Mm that



he was not recommending my re~-appointmont at the end of the
pesont academic yeare Sinoe I waa very busy doiny all
examinations for t® medical students, he was afrald to upsect
me, 80 he says, and walted for four days bofore %elling me of
Shm3s evonts. '

So ym @se, I om now looking Tor a Jobs I ammaking
arrangamnts to send the students elsewhere at the end of this
semester aud the protsbility is tiat they will ve atdle to
complate $:eir work in miorobioloz; with .le Ae Durimr £ 3aorkelay.
1 am quite hopeless sbout the situstion here and do nd think
tha angbody of any welicht will come rushing t my dofensge.

The lmsue, D2 COUrSC, Wal a Very Simple omme I had violated

the wnwritten Mmle of the Medical Sohool which stzted shat

notody beloy $ha wad of 2 dopartront eoulé 6 irect thesss work
for the Phe De It was this,m? the faot that Insofar 28 the
meeting in Toon Tolmon%s oifloe was coiporned, $hl2 aspeet of the
matter nover even ozne up for dlisousscion, for you knov that o8 far
as tho craluate =school lz coucerrad, inyilembat:of (Mecgraduate
faoulty oan direct theses, Of gcourss, a lot of irrelevant
trouhaha rae teen drasged into the ploture by 3ronfenbremmer $0
tolater his c¢ase ard “is cmsclensos That 1= tho situntlion as of
todgre

¥1th raspect to my nroppects, I frankly don't have any
wich are wally definite er wth ao tiat 1 osn be sure of thom
ty the end of this acadonmic years The tragle thing, of course,
13 the interruption of the raesearch rozram, viich is really
golnz wery moely nor and 14 was Jor these reag ms that I had
turned d om some of the offors thet I had earllier In the yoar,
Harry Tagle, Tircotor of tne Ditlonm) Cancer Inztisute, has
offered virtually t0 unferwrite a research lator-tory were I omld
want to pwd 1te I om golng to try to find oul more srecifically
how far e will 30, In the naomtl e, any advise that you aan
give me will be very welcoms indeeds .

I must confess I vag part icularly ctupid 1n not soeing
the issug move clearly Trom e beglmiinz, und also somedhing s hioh
haa becume orystal sloar in il last few daya; that the major mrt
of the oppoaltion vhich has developsad in the lsdical School has come
from my good, dear friend, Ire. Zronfentrenuer, who apparently
titterly resented the ezfent of the gotiviiles that were going m
in his department Whioh wore completely beyomd his control or
comprehensions In g way, of Cuurse, i% is 4iffioult $o tlane him
cmmpletaly for hls attitude and had I reallzed it carly enough, there
was muoh tiat I could have done t o counteract it and koep Mimrtwamx
it from growing ln s mind % such an extent t'mt it completsly
olouded his atility toevaluate the situations 1 arparently have



mich t0 lenrn abcut handling psople; permps 1 am completely
incapatle of doing It for I seem to have a genius far getting
the right people m the wrong sldee In any case, as far =8

I am concerned, I do not want to handle mything as large as
what I have toen $rying to0 do in the last two years, and

it I san mt a2 set-up of modest dimsnsiocna wit h reasona:le
e¢ollesgues, I will grab 1it,.

Sinocerely,



