
The Office of Adolescent Pregnancy Programs (OAPP) is
a leader in the field of adolescent sexual health and
well-being, providing valued and respected service for
youth and families all over the country. The OAPP is a
government office located within the Office of Popula-
tion Affairs (OPA) within the Office of Public Health and
Science (OPHS). The OPHS is located directly in the Of-
fice of the Secretary in the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services. The OAPP has administered Ado-
lescent Family Life (AFL) grant funds for the past 25
years. The AFL program was enacted as a demonstration
program to develop, implement and test innovative ap-
proaches to promote adolescent premarital abstinence
and to provide services to pregnant and parenting ado-
lescents, their infants and their families. 

WHAT TYPES OF GRANTS DOES THE OAPP
OFFER?
The OAPP supports innovative demonstration proj-
ects throughout the United States. Grantees are charged
with demonstrating effective approaches that address the
issues of abstinence education and/or issues related to
pregnant and parenting adolescents and their families. The
inclusion of the research authority and the requirement
that all demonstration projects be independently evalu-
ated allows for the demonstration nature of the program.
Demonstration grants are awarded for up to five years. 

AFL grants allow projects to be innovative in their serv-
ices to youth and families in the arena of adolescent sexual

health and well-being. Projects are encouraged to de-
velop and test new approaches based on solid theory
and supportive evidence.

• Prevention: Abstinence education for preadolescent
and adolescent males and females as defined by the 
A-H criteria contained in Title V, Section 510(b)(2) of
the Social Security Act, as amended. Programs include
curricula, youth development activities and other
methods of encouraging youth to abstain from risky
behavior. Projects also include supportive services for
parents, guardians and extended families.

• Care: Comprehensive services for pregnant and par-
enting adolescents as well as services for teen
fathers/male partners, infants, parents and extended
family members.

• Research: Projects that focus on a range of topics re-
lated to adolescent sexual health and well-being with
results that contribute to the field.

WHAT MAKES THE OAPP UNIQUE?
The OAPP is unique in its service to the field of adoles-
cent health and well-being and to individual grantees. The
AFL program has leveraged its unique features to build a
record of accomplishment. Implementing demonstration
grants, as opposed to service grants, allows for a great deal
of flexibility and innovation in program design and 
evaluation. Over the years, AFL grantees have indeed de-
veloped numerous program models, as well as curricula
and educational materials. In addition to offering unique
grant opportunities to a variety of agencies throughout
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the country, the OAPP offers ongoing support and assis-
tance to each of its grantees.

• Accessibility: Each AFL project is assigned to an
OAPP Project Officer. Project Officers are knowl-
edgeable in the fields of adolescent sexual health, social
work, public health, grants management, evaluation,
and Federal legislation. Project Officers are able to pro-
vide individualized assistance and feedback to help
further AFL projects. The OAPP is an office which 
believes accessibility, open communication and indi-
vidualized attention cultivate great demonstration
projects.

• Annual Conferences: Every year, the OAPP spon-
sors annual conferences for all Project Directors and
Evaluators. These conferences highlight the latest re-
search and knowledge in the field, offer opportunities
for grantees to present to one another, and provide up-
dates on important grant related information.

• Targeted Technical Assistance: Multiple technical
assistance trainings are offered each year for front-line
staff. These trainings are conducted by well-respected
facilitators in fields related to adolescent sexual health,
adolescent well-being and program evaluation.

• Independent Evaluation: Each grantee is required
by the AFL grant to conduct an independent evalua-
tion of their five year demonstration project. Findings
from AFL research and evaluation can be directly ap-
plied to improve and strengthen AFL demonstration
projects, as well as contribute to the evidence base on
adolescent interventions for the field in general. Be-
cause of its commitment to quality evaluation, the
OAPP is building the capacity to conduct a meaningful
cross-site evaluation of projects throughout the coun-
try. The OAPP is committed to quality evaluation. 

• Evaluation Assistance: The OAPP offers evaluation
technical assistance through one-on-one guidance,
workshops, trainings, and evaluation-specific confer-
ences to help further the field of adolescent pregnancy-
related evaluation. Because the OAPP Project Officers
work closely with grantees, there is an understanding
of the specific evaluation needs of the project. Evalua-
tion assistance is targeted to those needs throughout the
life of the five year project.

• Continuity of services: As a comprehensive program
that implements a combination of care, prevention, and
research projects related to adolescent pregnancy, there
is a continuity of services within one Program Office.
The AFL program is able to share resources and 
evaluative information among different types of proj-
ects and provide a network between prevention and
service programs for pregnant and parenting teens. The
OAPP utilizes three grantee listservs to provide infor-
mation to grantees and to provide a forum for sharing
information.
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