Jonathan Bates, M.D.
Prasident / Chief Executive Officer
Bonnie Taylor, M.D.

Senior Vice President / Medical Director

John Bel
President / AGH Foundation

Christie Berner, M.S.N., R.N..
Senior Vice President / Patient Care Services

Tom Bonner

Serior Vice President / Public Affairs

Phillip K. Giimore, M.S., M.H.A.

Senior Vice Presit 1 Corpe C Officer
Scott Gordon, L.C.S.W.

Exacutive Vice President / Chief Operating Officer

Damell A. Leonhardt
Serior Vice President / Chief Information Officer

Gena Wingfield
Senior Vice President / Chief Financiat Officer

Board of Directors

John Bale, Jr.
Chairman

Harry C. Erwin 1l
Vice Chairman

Pat McClelland
Secretary
Dorsey Jackson
Treasurer

Michael Vollers, M.D.
Chief of Staff

Barbara Moore

Past Chainman

Susan Adam

Jonathan Bates, M.D.
Tom Baxter

Chad Carison

Haskell Dickinson

Ed Drifling

Debra Fiser, M.D.

J. French Hill

Judge Marion Humphrey
Ben Hussman

Michael Joshua

Diane Mackey

Rebecca McDowell
Dan Nabhoiz

Trudy Kibbe Reed, Ed.D.
Skip Rutherford

Mark Saviers

Philip W. Schmidt
Michael Schmitz, M.D.
Robert Shults

Witt Stephens

Bonnie Taylor, M.D.
Everett Tucker, i1l
Charles B. Whiteside Ill
1. Dodd Wilson, M.D.

Emeritus

Guy Amsler, Jr.

Stanley M. Bauman, Jr.
Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton
Robert Cress

Anne Hickman

Louis Rosen
Juty 2003

I e s,
s TRADE CORf 3

‘*3:"?@54353\@ DOCUMERTS “‘\\

July 21, 2003

Donald S. Clark

Office of the Secretary
Federal Trade Commission
600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20580

Dear Mr. Clark:

Recently the proceedings of the hearings back in April about “Health
Care Competition Law and Policy” came to the attention of local media in
Little Rock and I had an occasion to review what was available on the
website. I noticed not only that my comments regarding St. Vincent’s might
have been ambiguous but that also Dr. Kane had sent you a letter trying to
clarify his points further. I would like to do exactly the same.

Many of the challenges that face St. Vincent’s current administration
were fundamentally inherited from their predecessors. It is very clear
because of the proximity of St. Vincent’s (I can see them from my office
window) and the great amount of information available in the town about
each hospital’s activities that Mr. Mansfield and his team have done an
enormous amount in an effort to turn these problems around and to bring St.
Vincent’s back to a strong presence in our community. I certainly would not
want to leave you or any of the readers of the hearings with the impression
that I consider the present activities and trajectory of St. Vincent to be
anything other than improving and headed in a very good direction. Thank
you for the opportunity to clarify this point. '

Sincerely, o
Tontleau T iy

Jonathan Bates, M.D.
President and CEO

JB:jecm

A major teaching affiliate of the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences




