
Quote of the day
“It would have been a disaster if we had done it any other way.
This occasion's got to be perfect. You can't have any slip-ups.”
— Violinist Itzhak Perlman, defending his and his fellow
musicians' decision to play taped music at the inauguration of
President Obama, when cold weather made it impossible to

keep instruments in tune
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Virginia Episcopal Bishop
Peter J. Lee said Friday that he
will retire three months early,
on Oct. 1, in a bid to save money
for his financially-strapped dio-
cese.

“My resignation will occur
several months earlier that I
had originally anticipated,” he
said to 700 Episcopalians gath-
ered at the Episcopal Diocese of
Virginia’s annual council at the
Reston Hyatt, “but I believe it is
an appropriate and necessary
response to the realities we
face.”

His early resignation will

save the diocese $63,000, one-
quarter of his salary package
that includes housing, travel
and other benefits, according
to diocesan treasurer Mike
Kerr.

The loss of 11 conservative
Northern Virginia churches in
2006 over issues of biblical au-
thority and homosexuality, the
ensuing lawsuit over church
property that the diocese is ap-
pealing to the Virginia Supreme
Court and an economic crisis
that has dried up church contri-
butions nationwide soured
Bishop Lee’s recent tenure.

One of the Episcopal
Church’s three most senior
bishops, Bishop Lee, 70, has
since 1984 ordained 235 dea-
cons, 190 priests and confirmed
15,982 people. Under his lead-
ership, Virginia became the
country’s largest diocese at
95,000 members.

“I would like to finish this
ministry with a sense of accom-
plishment and completion,” said
the bishop, in a wistful speech
sprinkled with words such as
“incompleteness” and “unfin-
ished.”

“The final months of our

ministry together will not be a
time of tidy endings  . . . In our
incompleteness, we wait for
Christ’s victory and completion,
not our own,” he said.

The bishop, who plans to
move to Chapel Hill, N.C., was
given a lengthy standing ova-
tion. He will be replaced by
Bishop Shannon S. Johnston,
50, who was elected in 2007 to
succeed Bishop Lee. 

The Episcopal Diocese of
Virginia — now at 80,000 mem-
bers — is proposing an increase
of $22,927 for a $4.8 million
2009 budget; a bare-bones

amount, Bishop Lee said, be-
cause of lackluster contribu-
tions from 180 parishes and
missions.

“We continue to live with the
lowest level of parish giving to
the diocese of any diocese in the
Episcopal Church,” he said.
“That is an unacceptable
legacy as we prepare to support
the transition to Bishop John-
ston’s leadership,” Bishop Lee
said.

Although the diocese oper-
ates on a “Virginia plan” of vol-
untary giving from its churches,
the diocesan Web site suggests

amounts ranging from 8 per-
cent to 16 percent of a parish’s
budget. The diocesan average,
Mr. Kerr said, is 6 percent.

The diocese is also paying
interest on a $2 million line of
credit it took out a year ago to
fund the lawsuit. Interest pay-
ments on the loan jumped from
$70,000 in 2008 to $105,000 this
year.

The Episcopal Fund, a dioce-
san endowment, is paying the
interest. The diocese will pay
back the fund, the bishop said,
with sales of unused church
property when the real estate
market improves.

The council meeting will end
Saturday at noon.
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The classical music played for
millions of people watching
President Obama’s inaugura-
tion was not the live perform-
ance it appeared to be.

Unless you were one of the
fortunate few sitting within
earshot of the celebrated per-
formers, what you heard was
a recording made two days
earlier.

Cellist Yo-Yo Ma, violinist
Itzhak Perlman, pianist
Gabriela Montero and clar-
inetist Anthony McGill made
the decision a day before Tues-
day’s inauguration to use a
recorded audio tape for the
broadcast of the ceremonies.

Carole Florman, a spokes-
woman for the Joint Congres-
sional Committee on Inau-
gural Ceremonies, said the
weather was too cold for the

instruments to stay in tune.
“They were very insistent

on playing live until it became
clear that it would be too cold,”
said Ms. Florman in a tele-
phone interview Thursday
night.

People sitting nearby could
hear the musicians play “Air
and Simple Gifts,” written for
the inauguration by John
Williams, but their instru-
ments were not amplified.

“It would have been a disas-
ter if we had done it any other
way,” Mr. Perlman told the
New York Times, which first
reported that the music was
taped. “This occasion’s got to
be perfect. You can’t have any
slip-ups.”

The Marine Band, the youth
choruses and the Navy Band
Sea Chanters performed live,
Ms. Florman said, although
Aretha Franklin was accom-
panied by taped music and

voices.
Ms. Florman said all the

acts “laid down tape” before
Tuesday’s inauguration. When
they did their sound checks
Monday, all but the quartet
made the decision to have
their live performances
broadcast.

The temperature hovered
around 30 for the ceremony
on the Capitol steps, too cold
for Mr. McGill’s clarinet, Mr.
Ma’s cello or Mr. Perlman’s
violin to offer true pitch. But
the cold played havoc with
the piano, which can’t hold
tune below 55 degrees for
more than two hours, Ms.
Florman said. The group
played at 11:43 a.m., and
guests seated near them
could hear them as well as the
tape made two days earlier.
Guests seated farther away,
the crowds that thronged the
Mall, and the millions who

watched around the world
heard the taped version of
Williams’ piece.

“This isn’t Milli Vanilli,” Ms.

Florman insisted, referring to
the late-1980s group stripped
of a Grammy for lip-syncing.
“They had to perform in such

cold weather, the instruments
couldn’t possibly be in tune.
They were able to play in sync
with the tape. It’s not unusual.”

Inauguration

Celebrity quartet taped performance
Instruments would not stay in tune in cold
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Musicians Itzhak Perlman, Yo-Yo Ma and Anthony McGill (from left) play during the inauguration
of Barack Obama as the 44th president of the United States on Tuesday at the Capitol. They
and the pianist, Gabriela Montero, did play, but the music most people heard was taped.
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Legislation to avoid absentee-
ballot disputes such as the one
that marred last year’s election
in Virginia sailed through a
House committee Friday and is
receiving bipartisan support in
the General Assembly.

“It’ll be very easy passage,”
said Delegate William R. Janis,
Glen Allen Republican and
chief sponsor of a bill to simplify
the submission process for fed-
eral write-in absentee ballots.

Mr. Janis’ measure would rid
state law of the requirement
that overseas and military vot-
ers submitting federal write-in
absentee ballots that also serve
as ballot applications include
the printed name and address
of a witness.

The issue was highlighted
during last year’s elections

when Fairfax County General
Registrar Rokey W. Suleman II
initially disallowed some absen-
tee ballots because they did not
meet the requirement.

The move drew criticism
from Virginia Republicans, who
said Mr. Suleman was taking
away the right to vote from mil-
itary members. The registrar
insisted he was simply following
the letter of the law.

Attorney General Bob Mc-
Donnell, a Republican running
for governor, issued an advi-
sory opinion to the state Board
of Elections saying federal law
pre-empted the state provision
and that state registrars must
count the ballots that did not
have the information.

The board said denying the
ballots was proper under state

law, but agreed with the attor-
ney general’s opinion and unan-
imously voted to count the bal-
lots.

Mr. Janis said his bill, which
also is sponsored by Delegate
Kenneth C. Alexander, Norfolk
Democrat, is intended to avoid
a repeat of the controversy. The
House Privileges and Elections
Committee moved the bill for-
ward with a 21-0 vote Friday
morning.

Mr. Alexander said the meas-
ure was suggested by the state
elections board and will bring
uniformity to federal law and
Virginia law.

“This isn’t a Republican
thing, this isn’t a Democratic
thing,” Mr. Janis said. “This is
about the wholesale disenfran-
chisement of overseas military

members keeping us safe.”
Similar legislation, chiefly

sponsored by Sen. John C.
Miller, Newport News Democ-
rat, already has reached the
floor of that chamber.

Election officials pushed
successfully to amend the
measure in order to make Elec-
tion Day the deadline for re-
ceiving the dual-purpose bal-
lots. State law mandates that
the ballots be received no less
than five days before the elec-
tion.

“This just streamlines it for
our military,” said Rosanna
Bencoach, a policy analyst for
the board. “This takes some of
the bureaucracy out.”

The streamlining process
was welcome news to Mr. Sule-
man, the Fairfax registrar.

“It’s a welcome addition,” Mr.
Suleman said. “It’s what I’ve
asked for the entire time.”
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House panel OKs bill on absentee ballots
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Willie Ellis (left) and Reginald Watson attend the Fathering Court Initiative 2009 graduation ceremony at the D.C. Superior
Court on Friday. The Fathering Court aims to provide parents with the tools to become financially responsible for their
children. Mr. Watson was the first to enroll in the program, followed by Mr. Ellis.
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BLACKSBURG, Va. | A Virginia
Tech graduate student accused
of beheading a fellow student
displayed erratic and standoff-
ish behavior in the months be-
fore the attack on campus this
week, his landlord said Friday.

Also Friday, police
filed court papers list-
ing items found in a
search of the off-cam-
pus town house occu-
pied by Haiyang Zhu,
who is charged with
first-degree murder in
the slaying of Xin Yang,
as well as the room
where Miss Yang lived
on campus.

Miss Yang, of Bei-
jing, was slain with a
large kitchen knife as
she had coffee with Mr.
Zhu, 25, on Wednesday night at
a cafe in the building where she
lived, a hotel converted into
graduate student housing.

A Tech police officer arrived
Wednesday night to find Mr.
Zhu holding Miss Yang’s head in
his hands, according to a court
affidavit filed Thursday. Mr. Zhu
is being held without bond in
the slaying, the first on campus
since a gunman killed 32 people
and then himself in April 2007.

While a fellow teaching assis-
tant described Mr. Zhu as per-
sonable, his landlord at Stur-
bridge Square Apartments said
the student behaved oddly and
was “belligerent” at times.

Landlord Will Segar said Mr.
Zhu refused to turn on the heat
in the apartment he rented with
two others, and as a result the
pipes froze and burst. When Mr.
Segar installed a thermostat
that kept the heat at 65 degrees,
he said Mr. Zhu shut off a
breaker in the electric box so
the heat wouldn’t run.

“He was definitely a combat-
ive guy,” Mr. Segar said, adding
that Mr. Zhu also recently ac-
cused the leasing staff of steal-
ing his shoes.

An unmailed letter in Miss
Yang’s room had a red “kiss” on
the seal, the court filing said, but

did not say to whom it was ad-
dressed.

Investigators also found a $40
check made out to Mr. Zhu in
Miss Yang’s room, a further clue
the two were well acquainted
with each other. A university of-
ficial has said Mr. Zhu was help-
ing Miss Yang settle into her
new surroundings after her ar-

rival at Virginia Tech
on Jan. 8 to seek a mas-
ter’s degree in account-
ing.

Mr. Segar said Mr.
Zhu brought Miss Yang
to the leasing office to
apply for an apartment
last week.

“He was definitely
in charge,” Mr. Segar
said. He described
Miss Yang as “very
meek and very nerv-
ous.”

Fellow teaching as-
sistant Ken Stanton said he
didn’t know Mr. Zhu well but
had observed his good social
skills.

“He had friends and he was
a TA,” said Mr. Stanton, 30, who
is studying engineering educa-
tion. “You can’t be a TA and not
be social.”

A preliminary hearing has
been set for March 5 for Mr.
Zhu, a doctoral student in agri-
cultural and applied economics
from Ningbo, China, who ar-
rived at the school in August.

Virginia Tech police were
trying to verify the authenticity
of a posting on a Chinese-lan-
guage blog earlier this month
under the name Haiyang Zhu
that expressed frustration over
problems including stock
losses, Chief Wendell Flinchum
said Friday.

The Jan. 7 posting said, “Re-
cently I’ve been so frustrated I
think only of killing someone or
committing suicide.”

Three representatives of the
Chinese Embassy met with Vir-
ginia Tech officials Friday to
discuss how the school could as-
sist Miss Yang’s family and how
the U.S. court system works,
among other things, said uni-
versity spokesman Larry
Hincker.
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Beheading suspect
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Others noted good social skills
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