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D.C. holds 22nd Annual Adoption Day ceremonies

By David Sherfinski

Evemfoer Seafl WWelrer

Sixteen children were formally
adopted at the Moultrie Courthouse
Saturday as part of the eity's 22nd
Annual Adoption Day. The cere-
mony was one ol many events held
throughout the country as a part of
national Adoption Day on Nov. 15,

*“It's our job to raise public aware-
ness about adoption. ... We want to
make sure these ki[]b are not for-
gotten and without families,” =aid
Anita M. Josey-Herring, the Pre-
siding Judge of the D.C, Superior
Court’s Family Court, in her opening
remarks.,

Eleanor Holmes Norton, D.(Cs
Delegate in © Ongress, noted that
the poverty rate in the District is 21
percent, but for children ages 5 to
17, it's at 30 percent and for children
under 5, it’s 34 percent.

“That says it all," she said.

Holmes Norton expressed her
appreciation to the adopting par-
ents and =said they were doing the
right thing, “T'he children need you,”
zhe said.

Motivational speaker LeCount
Holmes — who grew up in the Dis-
trict and graduated from Roosevelt
High in 1968 -— delivered the key-
note address for the event, stressing
the need to “pass the baton cor-
rectly” to future penerations.

Also on hand were District coun-
cilman Tommy Wells, D-Ward 6, US.
Senator Mary Landrieu, D-Louisi-
ana, and host Barbara Harrvison of
WRC-T'Y Channel 4, who has been
at all 22 of the D.C. ceremonies.

Kathleen Jackson formally
adopted her third son, five-vear-old
Sam, after adopting his biological
brothers Tyler and Joseph about a
vear and a Iull"nu_,u

“It's & nice ceremony, but it's not
kid-friendly,” said Jackson, adding,
“I'm exhausted — | want to go to bed”
after looking after all three for about
four hours Saturday morning.

Natalie Bloodworth formally
adopted Micah — the biological
brother of Sam, Tyler and Joseph
— and said she plans to keep him in
touch with his three brothers,

"It was wonderful,” she said of the
event, “I've been busy with the little
guvs, but it was great.”

Those with questions about the
program or interested in adopting
can call the D.C. Child and Family
Services agency at 202-671-LOVE.
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Praise Wyatt-Borah, right, is adopted
Saturday on Washington's 22nd
Annual Adoption Day — one year
after her sister, Keyana Wyatt-Borah,
was adopted in the same ceremony.
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SHOP. DINE & CELEBRATE
ON ALEXANDRIAS HISTORIC MAIN STREETS

Mationally known for its early-Amenican architecture, chic boutiques, art &
antique galleries, award-winning restaurants, and hisloric attractions,
Alexandria s your holiday vacaban from the ordinary. Getting here s easy;

o Metrobus or Metrorail to Ring Sireet Station

© Free King Street Trolley with Frequent Stops Belween the King Street
flatrey and the Watarfront Fuearrg 15 MiniFes T1ii=mm-10mmm Dl
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