Domestic violence protective orders given all day

By Scott McCahe
Examiner Staff Writer

Temporary protective orders will
be mvailable 24 hours a day to resi-
dents living in Southeast Washing-
ton, law enforcement officials an-
nounced Mondsay:

The District of Columbia
launched the pilot program for do-
mestic violence victims living in the

fth and Tth Police Districts.

Half of the city's victims secking
protection orders each year live in
those two police districts, according
to Attorney General Linda Singer.

“Perpetrators of domestic vio-
lenee do not confine themsebves to
business hours,” Singer said in a
statement. “Domestic violence is a
crime that happens 24 hours a day,;
seven days a weel”

Before, protection orders have
only been available during busi-

ness hours.

Victims in the Gth and Tth Dis-
trict can go to the police station
where an assistant atborney will
review the petition, and the Met-
ropolitan Police will contact a Su-
perior Court judge. The judge will
speak with the victim before issu-
ing the emergency order, which will
remain in effect until the end of the
next business day, allowing the vic-
rorder.
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