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In the courts
■ Several dozen D.C.-area judg-

es have been ranked among the 
nation’s elite by a California legal 
magazine.

Forty-two area judges, justices 
and mediators made Lawdragon’s 
first-ever “Top 500” list. The list 
includes several Supreme Court 
justices.

Among the lower court judges 
are D.C. Superior Court Chief Judge 
Rufus G. King III 
and Superior Court 
Judge Herbert B. 
Dixon Jr.

Lawdragon, a 
quarterly review 
that rates judges 
and lawyers, sift-
ed through some 
20,000 names to 
compile the list, 
editor Tanya Vince 
Rothman said. The 
judges were nomi-
nated by lawyers 
and their fellow 
bench-warmers. 
They were rated 
for their fairness, 
depth of knowledge 
and handling of 
their courts, Vince Rothman said.

Dixon said Lawdragon called 
him several months ago, looking for 
nominees.

“And the essence of my response 
was, ‘Are you crazy?’ Next thing I 
knew, they gave me a call and told 
me I was included in the list,” Dixon 
said in a phone interview from Mis-
sissippi, where he is vacationing 
with his wife.

But looking over the list, Dixon 
said: “I like my company.”

The Lawdragon list will be pub-
lished next month. It will be avail-
able online at www.lawdragon.com.

■ Juliet J. McKenna took her 
oath last week as the D.C. Superior 
Court’s newest associate judge. 

McKenna, 35, has been a mag-
istrate judge since 2002 and was 
confirmed as a full associate judge 
in October. A graduate of Yale Law 
School and a former counsel to the 
nonprofit Lawyers for Children 
America, McKenna will be assigned 
to Family Court.

“I absolutely feel so fortunate. It’s 
certainly going to be a lot of hard 
work ... but I just find it to be incred-
ibly stimulating, very rewarding,” 
she said.

Honored
■ Law professor Edward G. Al-

len II has been awarded the Jerrold 
Scoutt Prize by the District of Co-
lumbia Bar Foundation. 

The award recognizes legal aid 
lawyers and is given out annually. 
Allen, who teaches civil procedure 
at the University of the District of 
Columbia’s David A. Clarke School 
of Law, also runs the school’s Hous-
ing and Consumer Law Clinic. 

In the bar associations
■ D.C. Attorney General Rob-

ert J. Spagnoletti will be the guest 
speaker at the Federal Bar Associ-
ation’s “Distinguished Lawyer Lun-
cheon” Jan. 12 at the U.S. District 
Courthouse, 333 Constitution Ave. 
NW, from noon to 1:15 p.m.

The luncheon costs $15 for asso-
ciation members, $18 for everyone 
else. For more information, e-mail 
cdevorsetz@a-dlaw.com.
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GSA seeks
property for

federal agencies
BY MICHAEL NEIBAUER

Examiner Staff Writer

The General Services Adminis-
tration is looking at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center on Georgia 
Avenue as a future home for fed-
eral agencies — a serious blow to 
the District’s hope of redeveloping 
the historic facility after it closes 
in 2010.

When the Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission recom-
mended shuttering Walter Reed, 
District officials were quick to call 

the 113-acre campus a “great op-
portunity” for the city, perhaps as 
a new mixed-use community com-
plete with residential and neigh-
borhood-based retail.

But in a Dec. 15 letter to Joseph 
W. Whitaker, deputy assistant 
secretary of the U.S. Army, GSA 
Acting Administrator David Bibb 
expressed interest in Walter Reed 
for “administrative space to house 
federal agencies,” a GSA spokes-
man said. Between now and Jan. 16 
— the deadline for formal transfer 
applications — GSA will perform 
analysis to determine exactly what 
its needs might be, Bibb wrote.

The federal government has 
first dibs on all Defense Depart-
ment installations shuttered by 
the commission.

Ward 4 Council Member Adrian 
Fenty, who represents the Wal-

ter Reed area, said he remained 
“absolutely optimistic” that D.C. 
would one day control the facility. 
He wondered whether Bibb’s let-
ter was GSA’s standard response 
“anytime property is surplused.”

“I would think if they had any 
use for it, we would know what the 
specific use was,” Fenty said.

In a statement, District Del. 
Eleanor Holmes Norton said her 
goal is to “make certain that if the 
government does use the site, the 
use conforms entirely with the sur-
rounding neighborhood.”

Mayor Anthony Williams last 
month established a Land Rede-
velopment Authority to plan Wal-
ter Reed’s future. That effort, Nor-
ton said, should continue in case 
the GSA decides not to use the 
property.

“We’re interested in seeing the 
land be productive,” said Vince 
Morris, Williams’ spokesman. “We 
have our own ideas of what we 
want to do with it. But if it turns 
out a federal agency has its eye 
on it, we’ll work with them to see 
if we can both accommodate one 
another.”

mneibauer@dcexaminer.com

D.C. could lose Walter Reed
DOES WALTER REED MAKE
SENSE FOR THE FEDS?
■ Located at 7100 Georgia Ave. NW, 
just east of Rock Creek Park and 
just south of the Maryland border
■ Closest Metro station 12 blocks 
away
■ No other federal agencies in 
close proximity
■ Area outside the campus is gen-
erally residential

Associated Press

PIKESVILLE, Md. – A police officer 
turned himself in Wednesday in the 
fatal shootings of two off-duty Bal-
timore City officers, a man and a 
woman, whose bodies were found in 
a suburban town house.

The suspect, an officer for the 
state Department of General Servic-
es, turned himself in shortly after 2 
p.m. at the county police precinct in 
nearby Woodlawn about two hours 
after the shooting, county police 
spokesman Bill Toohey said.

The two city officers, identified as 
Adam Vasquez, 26, and Leslie Holi-
day, 34, were shot shortly after noon. 
Vasquez was a 4 1/2-year veteran of 
the city force; Holiday had been on 
the force for 1 1/2 years and was still 
on probationary status. They were 
both assigned to the midnight shift 
at the city’s Northwestern District, 
authorities said.

Investigators were probing the 
nature of the relationship among 
Vasquez, Holiday and the suspect, 
but all three knew each other, Toohey 

said. The motive for the shootings 
was unclear Wednesday evening.

Officers found the suspect’s car 
and the handgun used in the shoot-
ings shortly after he surrendered. 
Each victim was shot multiple times, 
and the gun was not the suspect’s 
service weapon, Toohey said.

The suspect was still being ques-
tioned Wednesday evening, and 
police expected to charge him late 
Wednesday, Toohey said.

County Police Chief Terrence 
Sheridan said the bodies were found 
on the second floor of the town-
home. He said there were no signs 
of forced entry, and that there were 
three other people inside at the time 
of the shooting: an adult couple and 
a small child. Their relationship to 
Vasquez was uncertain.

At the city’s Northwestern Dis-
trict precinct, where Vasquez and 
Holiday worked, officers were vis-
ibly upset, crying and talking among 
themselves. Crisis counselors were 
brought in and a flag at the precinct 
was lowered to half-staff.

Two Baltimore City 
police shot, killed

WASHINGTON LAW

King

Dixon

Tool kit helps with 
housing strategies

The Washington Area Housing 
Partnership is distributing a new 
tool kit designed to help local gov-
ernments develop affordable hous-
ing that focuses on the best strate-
gies for preserving, promoting and 
producing more. Titled “Toolkit for 
Affordable Housing Development,” 
the package highlights dozens of 
successful local and national af-
fordable housing programs, includ-
ing those in Alexandria, Arlington, 
Fairfax, Falls Church, Prince Wil-
liam, Frederick, Montgomery and 
Prince George’s counties and Wash-
ington. – Erika Cotton

Photo radar catches thousands 
more speeders in November

D.C.’s photo radar system bagged 
76,268 alleged leadfoots last month, 
the Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment announced Wednesday. The 
photo radar monitored more than 
2.5 million vehicles, flagging more 
than 76,000 for excessive speeding. 
The 3 percent speeding rate was up 
slightly from October, when more 
than 53,000 motorists — about 2.5 
percent — were ticketed for speed-
ing by the automated system. For 
the year, the photo radar system has 
yielded almost 457,000 tickets, the 
police report. – Bill Myers

Sailing Hall of Fame to drop
anchor in Annapolis

The Sailing Hall of Fame will be 
established in Annapolis under an 
agreement reached by the state and 
the National Sailing Hall of Fame & 
Museum Inc. The group has worked 
since last year to establish the hall 
of fame, and Gov. Robert Ehrlich an-
nounced Wednesday the state will 
work with the group to draw up 
a permanent lease for a building 
at Annapolis’ City Dock. The first 
displays are expected to be ready 
by April for the Volvo Ocean Race’s 
planned stopover. – Anna Bailey

Maryland enterprise
zone to expand

Gov. Robert Ehrlich will expand 
and renew the state’s enterprise zone. 
Ehrlich made the announcement 
Wednesday with an eye toward to 
encourage business investment and 
create jobs. The zone is in the North 
Point area of Baltimore County. 

The original 2,400-acre zone has 
been expanded several times to its 
current size of 2,937 acres in its 10 
years of existence. There are 29 
enterprise zones in 14 counties and 
Baltimore City. – Anna Bailey

County employees donate
food, money to families 

Prince George’s County Health 
Department employees donated 
food and money to send gift baskets 
to 55 county families. The county 
employees’ union locals 1170 and 
3389 also donated toys to put in each 
gift basket. The families received 
their gifts Wednesday at the county 
Health Department. – Anna Bailey
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Police officers work at the scene where two off-duty Baltimore City police of-
ficers, one male and one female, were shot and killed Wednesday in Baltimore.
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