














































Preface to the Fordham
University Press Edition

Fifteen years ago, when we launched the New York State Lincoln on
Democracy project to provide readers in Poland with access to the
words of America’s greatest and most eloquent president, we had little
reason to imagine that the idea would blossom into something of an
international phenomenon.

At the outset, our goal was simply to supply a text for library
shelves in a newly emerging democratic republic—shelves that stood
barren after years of Communist censorship. Our response was to offer
the words of the world’s most recognizable and inspiring apostle of
freedom and equality. Teachers from Poland’s Solidarity Union had
come all the way to Albany, New York, to visit the Governor’s office
and ask if there was some way to generate such a collection.

These brave and modest educators might well have settled for a
Xeroxed edition bound in notebooks. But thanks to the work of a team
of dedicated scholars and advisors, a gifted group of translators, a
visionary publisher, and of course the timeless impact of Lincoln’s
brilliant writing, a modest printing project grew into a serious and, we
learned, widely appealing book.

Lincoln O Demokracji appeared in Warsaw early 1990, followed
quickly by the English-language edition, Lincoln on Democracy,
which went through five hardcover printings and then a successful pa-
perback edition that remained a staple in college courses for years.

The critics were kind. ‘‘This isn’t simply another Lincoln book,’’
wrote the Chicago Tribune. ‘‘In an America where the gap between
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the rich and the poor continues to widen, where racial prejudice is far
from dead, where democratic ideals have been lost in the exercise of
‘practical politics,’ it is good to hear Lincoln’s words again. Very
good.’’ The St. Louis Post-Dispatch wrote: ‘‘Lincoln on Democracy
could well become the essential one-volume Lincoln portrait for gen-
erations to come. To read his words is to appreciate that he was not
only America’s greatest President, but also its most responsible citi-
zen.’’ And the Library Journal called it ‘‘a gem of a collection, for all
libraries.’’1

In 1991, the book won the Barondess-Lincoln Award from the Civil
War Round Table of New York as best Lincoln book of the year, and
also earned a special award of achievement from the Abraham Lincoln
Association in Springfield, Illinois.

Even more heartening, a Japanese-language edition appeared later
in 1991, followed quickly by Lincoln al Democracy, a Hebrew adapta-
tion issued in Israel, and even Lincoln Tentang Demokrasi, which in
1996 became perhaps the first book of Lincoln’s writings ever pub-
lished in Indonesia. Our only disappointment during this period was
the inability of publishers in Moscow and the Arab-speaking world to
muster the resources (the interest was strong) to issue translations of
their own. Perhaps that day will yet come.

In the meantime, though the American edition eventually went out
of print—not surprising after a decade and a half—we continued to
receive requests for the book, along with heartening expressions of its
impact on its readers.

Fortuitously, Fordham University Press proposed in 2004 to reissue
the book and make it again widely available to students, Lincoln afi-
cionados, and citizen readers yearning for the day when politics in-
spired literature—not just among observers, but among politicians
themselves. This new edition is the result.

. . . . . . . . . .
The editors have made only a handful of changes from the original

1990 edition, and they are worth enumerating here.
When the book first appeared, the distinguished Lincoln scholar

Herbert Mitgang praised it in a review for the New York Times, but
signaled his disappointment that the excerpt from Lincoln’s 1848

1. ‘‘Lincoln essays still translate intro truth,’’ Chicago Tribune, November 19, 1990;
Dennis Brown, ‘‘As Lincoln Defined Democracy,’’ St. Louis Post-Dispatch, November 4,
1990; Library Journal, October 15, 1990.
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speech to the House of Representatives against the Mexican War had
omitted the young Congressman’s prescient, and chilling, warning to
leaders who would order Americans into armed conflict with insuffi-
cient cause.2 Mitgang was correct, and this new edition gives us the
opportunity to correct our mistake by adding this paragraph to the
speech (page 35). The words have never seemed more timely.

Another unexpected but fascinating reaction came from a well-
respected writer from Rye, New York, whom one of the editors of this
book had known for years as a fellow parent of children in the local
public schools. Gurney Williams—whose daughters Kim and Ashley,
it should be noted, have gone on to fine acting careers in film and
television—informed us that he was the descendant of nineteenth-
century Quaker leader Eliza C. Gurney. He was delighted that we had
published Lincoln’s deeply moving letter to her, but wanted to point
out that the version we used contained a word inconsistent with that in
a copy he had retained in the Gurney family archives. Williams had a
point: ‘‘contentious’’ is not quite the same as ‘‘conscientious.’’ With
thanks to him for his close reading, not to mention his distinguished
family tree, we are delighted to have the opportunity to correct this
miscue, and here present a fresh, properly edited version of this impor-
tant manuscript (page 331).

. . . . . . . . . .
In addition to Herbert Mitgang and Gurney Williams, a number of

people have earned our sincere thanks for helping to bring this new
edition of Lincoln on Democracy into print.

First and foremost, the editors want to thank our extraordinarily
generous friend, Tony Bennett, who painted the watercolor of the Lin-
coln Memorial that appears on the cover, and generously allowed us
to use it for this book. Its expressiveness and power fully reflect his
gifts with brush and song alike, a talent and optimism that once in-
spired radio commentator Jonathan Schwartz to dub him ‘‘the most
popular man in America.’’ Schwartz will get no argument from us.
What is more, like the editors of this book, Tony also hails from
Queens, New York, which elevates him to even higher status. We thank
him for allowing Lincoln to inspire him, and then for permitting us to
showcase the result to inspire others.

2. Herbert Mitgang, ‘‘New Lesson in Democracy, by Abraham Lincoln,’’ New York
Times, October 31, 1990.
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At Fordham University Press, former director Saverio Procario first
contracted for the reissued edition, and current director Robert
Oppedisano and his excellent staff have worked to make it a reality.
We thank them for their interest and professionalism. And we ac-
knowledge again our original, visionary editor Simon Michael Bessie,
assistant editor Amy Gash, and our intrepid literary agent, Geri
Thoma.

We remain as mindful today as we were in 1990 of the contributions
of the historian/editors who in 1990 helped to select entries for the
collection, and then provided introductions to frame and analyze them.
All, not surprisingly, have gone on to even greater heights in scholarly
achievement and public service in the years since, making us even
more appreciative of their efforts on behalf of the Lincoln on Democ-
racy Project. Once again we thank Gabor Boritt of Gettysburg Col-
lege; Charles B. Strozier of the John Jay College; dean of Lincoln
scholars Richard Nelson Current; James M. McPherson of Princeton;
Mark E. Neely, Jr., of Penn State; Hans L. Trefousse of the City Uni-
versity of New York; and Frank J. Williams, then President of the
Abraham Lincoln Association, now Chairman of the Lincoln Forum
and Chief Justice of the Rhode Island Supreme Court. Sadly, one of
our contributors recently left us—too soon. The late William E. Gie-
napp of Harvard was a brilliant scholar and a lovely man, and we miss
him.

Finally, thanks go to our families, for their patient endurance during
all the hours we work on this and other Lincoln projects—not to men-
tion our full-time jobs. Matilda Raffa Cuomo and Edith Spiegel Holzer
have so far endured, between them, some 84 years with their respec-
tive (and grateful) husbands—as Lincoln would put it, ‘‘with malice
toward none.’’

Mario M. Cuomo
Harold Holzer
New York, August 1, 2004
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