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The Republican Party Platform, 1860:
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Question

Answer

What does the platform state
about whether or not slavery
should be legal in the federal
territories?

What reasoning does the
platform give for its conclusion
regarding the extension of
slavery into the federal
territories?

The Party Platform of the Northern Democrats, 1860:
http://www.vale.edu/lawweb/avalon/dem1860.htm

Question

Answer

What does the platform state
about whether or not slavery
should be legal in the federal
territories?

What reasoning does the
platform give for its conclusion
regarding the extension of
slavery into the federal
territories?
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The Party Platform of the Southern Democrats, 1860:

Resolved, That the platform adopted by the Democratic party at Cincinnati be affirmed, with the
following explanatory resolutions:

1. That the Government of a Territory organized by an act of Congress is provisional and temporary,
and during its existence all citizens of the United States have an equal right to settle with their property
in the Territory, without their rights, either of person or property, being destroyed or impaired by
Congressional or Territorial legislation.

2. That it is the duty of the Federal Government, in all its departments, to protect, when necessary,
the rights of persons and property in the Territories, and wherever else its constitutional authority
extends.

3. That when the settlers in a Territory, having an adequate population, form a State Constitution, the
right of sovereignty commences, and being consummated by admission into the Union, they stand on an
equal footing with the people of other States, and the State thus organized ought to be admitted into the
Federal Union, whether its constitution prohibits or recognizes the institution of slavery.

Resolved, That the Democratic party are in favor of the acquisition of the Island of Cuba, on such
terms as shall be honorable to ourselves and just to Spain, at the earliest practicable moment.

Resolved, That the enactments of State Legislatures to defeat the faithful execution of the Fugitive
Slave Law are hostile in character, subversive of the Constitution, and revolutionary in their effect.

Resolved, That the Democracy of the United States recognize it as the imperative duty of this
Government to protect the naturalized citizen in all his rights, whether at home or in foreign lands, to the
same extent as its native-born citizens.

WHEREAS, One of the greatest necessities of the age, in a political, commercial, postal and military
point of view, is speedy communication between the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. Therefore be it

Resolved, that the National Democratic party do hereby pledge themselves to use every means in
their power to secure the passage of some bill, to the extent of the constitutional authority of Congress,
for the construction of a Pacific Railroad from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean, at the earliest
practicable moment.

Question Answer

What does the platform state
about whether or not slavery
should be legal in the federal
territories?

What reasoning does the
platform give for its conclusion
regarding the extension of
slavery into the federal
territories?

2. Permission is granted to educators to reproduce this worksheet for classroom use



Abraham Lincoln, the 1860 Election, and the Future of American Slavery — http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=662

The Constitutional Union Party Platform, 1860:

Whereas, Experience has demonstrated that Platforms adopted by the partisan Conventions of the
country have had the effect to mislead and deceive the people, and at the same time to widen the
political divisions of the country, by the creation and encouragement of geographical and sectional
parties; therefore

Resolved, that it is both the part of patriotism and of duty to recognize no political principle other than
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNTRY, THE UNION OF THE STATES, AND THE
ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAWS, and that, as representatives of the Constitutional Union men of the
country, in National Convention assembled, we hereby pledge ourselves to maintain, protect, and
defend, separately and unitedly, these great principles of public liberty and national safety, against all
enemies, at home and abroad; believing that thereby peace may once more be restored to the country;
the rights of the People and of the States re-established, and the Government again placed in that
condition of justice, fraternity and equality, which, under the example and Constitution of our fathers,
has solemnly bound every citizen of the United States to maintain a more perfect union, establish justice,
insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.

Question Answer I

What does the platform state
about whether or not slavery
should be legal in the federal
territories?

What reasoning does the
platform give for its conclusion
regarding the extension of
slavery into the federal
territories?
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