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s THE BATTLE OF REAMSY STATIUH
- Ghgpler

Usneock's Trocps eccugy'ﬁeams’ staticn——Lee Prepares Lo Striae

zajor General ¥in nfield 3. Kaneock, atcompanied by the First asnd Secend
encamnneats shorily afier

dark on August 20, 18&4. Tas trcops so0k the road to Jonss! legk, Hajoer

General John Gibbon's Zecand 4 TAvision in the lead. Hanecek's blusclads
he infaniry on the upper
General

commenced crosaibw the pentocn briége@ 35 T DPelle—
bridge, Brigadier Ceneral David “oid. Cés sula gavalry on the lower.
Hancock end mosk of his stafl reﬁainﬁd on the north sids of the Janes uniil
the last of the soldiers had crossed. fain heat @ down thraughaut the nignt,

and L he ¢orss prcssad o OVEPD roads turnsd indo ribbeas of aude Hanceck

rec&llea the nlvht*s march a3 “one of the most fabiguing ané gifficuly

performed by the trﬁogs during the campaign.” Day wos b%ﬁ?ﬁiﬂé to break,

vhen e @xhausteq cores halted and went into camp neary tne “Peaertgd Housg,t
east of Petersburg. | '

The soldlers weTe scon turned Lo precaring preakfast, Hardly had ihe
blusecebs finished sating, tefore Hens receivad orders $o pubt his corys
intc positicn near the Sirong nouss,

By 11:30 on hugust 21, the officers had forued and rustered their uniis.

Hancock gave the word and the columm moved out. Harching via'the Jerusalen

planﬁ and farm rosds, the two divislons reached the 3irong nouse early in

the. afternouq., chort as was the distance, hundreds dropped oub along btre

roadsids, overcome by the healt and the sxhausting efforts of the pre'_cus

ten days, and particalarly of the nizhi befcre.
withia 2 short tire, Hancoex recsived furbher orders; the corps was Lo

march to Gurlsy's houss and tsre position in support of iajor General

Gouvernsur K. jarxen's ¥ Corps, ﬂﬁﬁcn had secured & stranglenold on tae

Weldon Railrcad at Clobe Tavern. Hancoed’s vone-weary btrovgs fell into
ronks once azain, and the zud-spallered colusm sgar%ed for Gurley’s. Lpean

reaching Gurley's, the two divisions were sllowed to canp. <
pecause of bhe berrible virginiz eud, #Hajer General George (. Meade had

niz cud,

k]

sg for Hancook %o take his

;.;.

decided that for the tims bsing it would be unw

artiliery snd broins wesi of the Jerussiea plank resds 7
s o ¥
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accordingly issued erders that the only wagons which were Lo accompany nis
ecluzn to Gurley's would be those hauling enbrenching pools, The guarbermasier,
conmissary, and ordnancs peeple wers Lo xeep the rations, ssmunition, end
forase packed and be raady o feréard theas items when called upon. ﬁcawhe
artillery brigade in view of Hancock's ordsrs campeé'ﬁear Jones® house, & |

short distance wesb of the plank road, 2
Ceneral ¥eade had left his headguarikers sbeul nocn to visit the scene

of the Fizhting st Globe Taver vhile en roube to the ¥Weldon Hallroad,

¥eade passed Hanooex's Sivisions, At 2:30 p.:n. Meads® telezraphed Lisubenant

| %]

4 bt
Qeners) Ulysses 3. CGrant, "As Soon &3 1 get on the field end Hemcoex is up

-
P,

will sssume the offenslive--tefure if practicsble.” Meade had been distresse

to see how "weary" Hancook's Lroops wWere. i3 he informsd Gensrsl Grant, they

wyill nobt bs it for much tO*ddy and will not much more then get into pesitlon.® 6
After examining ¥arrsa's positdien astride the Welden Rallroad, Heade
at 5:25 wired Grand, #Hancosk!s men are s¢ exhausded with thelr long maich
that nothing can ba_éxp&ct&d of them this afternscﬁ;“ Having concentrabes
two givisions of Hancogk's 11 Corpw at Curley’'s, Heade had shiftasd Major
General Joln G. Parks's IX Corps to the right. AL the mement, Parke's
soldiers were ewtending to the esst fo 1link up with Brigadier General
. Gershom Yott's division of the II Corps st Strong's house, (.
By 9320 p.se Hezde was back &t his ﬁeaﬁqparters. Reporting to Grant,
Meade announced that he had “found it impracticable to arrange any offensive
movement for to-morrow,®  While Warren was confident of holding his grip
on the Weldon Ballrcad, he had advisad Feade azainet sbiacking. Hancook's
men ab the'same tvime were fagged oubl by tholr forsad march frem Deep Botion.
Nearly one-third of the troops bad straggled, ©
Grant ab 10 o'cleck acknouledged yvesdals latest @ispateh, The conyanding
general assured HMeads thad ne didn*t'ex?@st eny offensive cperabions on tns
2zd, enless ¥ajor Gonszral Benjemin Butler's Army of the James scored 2
success in i%s'progeéted ajtack bebwesn the'ép;céattéx and Pake-House (resl,
IT warren's ¥ Corps could rstain its grip on the Welden aailvosd, Grant

chserved, it would be Ya zraay sdvantage.
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Grant inquired, "Has much of the reilroad been destroyed?t After
Hancock's men had rested, Grant felt that it would be wise to support the
cavalry with 2 division of infantry and wreck as much of the Weldon Railroad

as possible, 9 = : o

At 11 o'cloek Heade replied that he would be prepared to act on the 22d
”accofding to devalopments.“ During the day, the plonesrs had been burning
ties and twisting rails, but as yet no reports of their progress had reached
his headquerters. If necessary, Meade promised to reinforce.with infaniry
the force of cavalry covering the pioneers, 10

Chief of Staff Andrew 4. Humphreys before retiring for the night

teiégraphed Hanccck and Warren to alert them that feircumstances may réndey
it necessary to assume the offensive to-morrow.” Conseqﬁently, Meade wanted
the two corps commanders to have their men turned out and under army ab 2n

early hour, M

bR
£
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Grant on the morning of August 22 notified Meade that Butler's attack
north of the Appomattox had been cancelled, As to the Weldon Railread,

'Grant wanted ¥arren te maintain his hold at Globe Tavern, wvhile the tracks

were being ripped up as far to the south as possible. Grant assured Meade
that he didn't plan to sssail the Confederates behind their fortifications,
unless Genepal Robert E. Lee pulled & large number of troops out of the
Petersburg defenses. There was therefore no need for Warren teo:ghift his
corps; unless he could gain & better position by doing so. In case the
Rebels resumed their attacks on Warren's troops during the next 48 hours,
Grant had directed Butler to hold the X Corps ready to assault the
Confederate line north of the Appémattox, 12

General Keade pald a second visit to Warren's command post at Glcte
Tavera cn the morning of the 22d, While en route from army headquariers
10 the Welden Railroad, Meade had been delighted to see that soldiers of
the IX Corps were rapidly eatrenching the line from the railrcad to Strong's
house, ¥eade was ¢lated to learn from Warren that the Confederates had

disappaarsd fyem the V Corps! left flank, west of the railroad.
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Tocuring the front with ¥Warren, Heade was impressed. He was satisfied

that the V Corps was Poccupying the most favorable point in case a permanent
ledgment on the railroad* was determined upon. Heade told Warren to hold

" his ground, and push forward skirmishers to feel the Rebels' positdon. 13

Hancock?'s trnops a% daybreak had fallen out undey arms. YWhen no
Confederate atiack came, the men were organized intc fatigue partles end
put to work repairing roads. When Meade had sbopped at uurie;’s house,’
while en route Lo see Warren, he had told Hancock'to send one of his
divisions %io assist in de trcvﬂnﬂ the railroed and covering the worki king
party." Reporits reaching Meade's headquarters had indicated that meny of
the pioneers charged with wrecking the railroad had been alarmed ab tna
stepped up activities of the Rebel cavalry and had deserted their work.
Hancoek's other division for tne time being would be held in reserve ab
Gurley's. & ' ,

harly in the afterncon, Werren's scouts reported that as they pushed
northaard they had established contact with Confederate cutposts aboui
one mile north of Globe Tavern., Thls was about 1,300 yards south of the
Petersburg fortifications, The V Corps skirmishers, however, had been
wnable to pinpoint any Cenfederate troop concenirstions, notwithstanding
the reports that Warren had been receiving from personnel in the signal
towers telling that the. Sodtherners were massing troops aboul the "lesd-works.™

¥hen Heade relayed this news to Grant's headquarters, he reported that
the ploneers worked very inciffercntly at tearing up the railroad, 5

At the time that General Meade told Hancock to send a division to
assist in wreaking havoec on the Weldon Railread, the cormander of his
First Division, Brigadier General Francls C. Barlow, was sick. With
Barlow absent, the rénking brigade commander, Brigadier General Nelson
A, Miles, led the division, Chiefl of'Staff Cnarles H. Morgan at 12

“ovclock called at ¥iles! ccommand pcat and told him "io move the division

to =z point on the weldon raeilroad near the Perﬁln's;nouge,ﬂtétthéuleftfof
the position occupled by the Fifth Corps, and to destroy the railroad,
kesping half...[fhisﬁ? foree at work, the remalinder being held in reserye
and covering the working party.® Cne of Gregg's cavalry ragiments, the )
13th Pennsylvania, would report to Miles and be assigned the task of

sereoning the infantry's left flanx. 16



At a word from Miles, the div151on ¥ES formﬁd in colunn of fours,

Before giv1nﬂ the word to move out, MHiles sent o staff officer to draw

from the V Corps implements needed to tear up the track. According to
" the latest information, the 200 men sent by the Quartermaster's Department

to dothis work had all returned to City Point. 17 _

Hiles! troops were chesred and-jeered by their comrades as théy left
Curleyfs._ Tae division halted in the vieinity of Lhe Pex <¢nsi»ﬁou3e ke
Miles and his brigede commanders deploysd thelir trcops into line of baltls
esst of, snd parzllel to the Weldon Reilrcad, Skirmishers were advancsd
well to thé west of the trécks, and the remeinder of the Yanks were turnsd
to wrecking the rsilrosd. Teams of burley scldiers were put o work
tearing leoss rails; others collectad and piled the tles in heaps. The
torch was applied to ths ties, As soon a3 they'were'blaﬁing fiercely,
several men laid the rsils across the ties. After the aiddle_of:the rail

had been heated to a cherry red, soldiers seized the ends and wrapued'tham

‘around - trees. If the rails were tobe used agal%, they would have to be

aent to a rolling mill, o : : :

By'niantfall Elles' divisicn had destroyed two miles of track, Miles
now reczlled his brxgades. Except for the units assicned to outpost duty,
the se1d*ars nivouacked near Perkins! houss, 18

Chief of Staff Hunphreys early on August 22 had advised Cavalry Genersl
Gre¢g that the Confederates had retired from Warreﬁ's front., MHeade wanted
Grezg to sese that the country west of the rallroad was thoroughly recormoitered.
1f the information glessied from Rebel prisoneﬁs were true, Humphreys warned
Gregzg, a formidable Rebel mounted force, Major General Williem H. P, "Hocney®

Lee's division and Brigadier General James Dearings’ brigade, vas: operating

' wesﬁ ‘of the Weldon Railresd, 19

Meanwhile, Colonel Samuel P. bpeﬁr, whosa brl&ade had bsen co-operating
with the ¥ Corps since August 16 Was nreparing to report back to nrigadier
uzt V. Kuat Preparatory 4o belnw relleved by Grezg's horsc;ea,
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Spear had sent a Suaf4 ofricer Lo tell the quartermastez and ccmmmgwar;
L)

ot to send any wors rations end forsge for uls ccomand to the
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weldon Rellroad. 4s scon as Gregs showsd up, Ipear would recall his pickels

and start for the Blackwates, <0
Pending Gregg's arrivel, Spear led a reconnaissante to ths area whare

“the Confederate right had resied the pravious eveﬁing. pear found the

Rebels, uotifving varren of this situation, Spesr theorized that If the

greyelad & disappeared from the Vanghen road 28 reperbed by the V Lorps

‘gcoubs, then ‘the foe had either fowung arcund oy divided." The feb cavRlry,

Spear foumd, Ware vecomins very caubicus snd were constanidly shifting Lhelr
] o i

picket posts. _

5t the time {iO a, a.) thuat Spear addresssd this acks to narrya*s
heaﬁqparﬁaes, two of Gregy’s reglmeuls had arvived and ware relieving his
cubposta. A3 scon 93 all his {rcopers had repori ted, Spear proceedcﬁ to
Globe Tavern. There, he found a number of senlor ofz;cerse-£93da, Humghreys,
Warren, and Payke, Meade, afier listendng to Spear's rsport of the situaiion
in the Deame! Station sector, determinsd to held his Srigade for several nore

-~

days. Instead of rejoining Ksubs, Spear was to "repord to General Grszy for

&

duty,n 21

The addition of Spearis demmand'gava Gregg a'maun%ed striking foree of
thrEEebyigadas.' Grégg\détermiﬁeﬁ to employ Celonels Willism Stedman’s an
Charles H. Ymith's brigades to pickst the expanse of countryside from the
Jerusalem plank read on the east toc the left flank of the ¥V Corps on the
west, Spear's troopers were sent on a foreed recoﬂnazsfanﬂe west of the
railyoad with instructicns to "procesd end atieck lee's cavalry.n 22

Spearts ¢olurn marched as dirscted, laking s couniry road, Ab
Wyatt's, the Federals encountered several hundred Confederstes, The vluecoats
attacked the Johnnies, A sherp three-guarters of an hour clash ensued.
Cverpowsred, the greyelads fell back crﬁss»éountry toward Feborsbirg.

Spear's cheering troopers followed until s»onpad by a bridie the buti Lermats
hsd desircyed. Eefore re%oinins fregg on the ¥ ailroa- ‘Spear wss told Ly

- geveral megroes that the Confedsrate infapiry had retired into the Petershuryg

defenses on the night of the 21s% via the Squirrel Level road. 23

Late in the afternoon, Chief of Staff Humphreys notified Gregg thad
if the Confederates s8ill hald Reaus' Stetion, they should be Jdriven oui,
If pesd be, Cregz was authurized to call cn Ueneral Xilss for assishancee.

The railrosd wrecking opevatioa would be coniloued for snobher ™day or two.”

£



Accompanied by the Ist Meine Cavalry, Ceaneral Gregg proceeded to find

out if there were any Febels at Reams' Station. Fntering Reams' Station,

the bluecoais found no greyeclads. Questioning several of the inhabillants,

Crsgz was told that a Rebel cavalry brigade (Colonel J. Iucius Davis!) was
camped behind Rowanty Cresk, three miles away. 24 |

- Genersl Meade on the morning of ﬁuﬂﬂSb 22 got in touch wikh Grant.
He wanied Grant's cpln_On_on how far Miles'! division "should go down the
railroad destroylng it.®  To assiat G fﬁnﬁ in ﬁa&iﬁg'his'dacision; ¥eade
reperied that the division in questlcn was ®small, less than 4,000
effectives.” 4 cavalry brigade of zboubt 1,000 trocopers had been attacned
mﬁﬂ%'ﬁﬁﬁm.

From the storles told by Confedersgle des erterb, ¥eade's staff had
reasen to believe that the Rebels had sent mfaptry to defend the Weldon -
Railroad on the night of the 21st. In adaition, Union intelligzence officers
knew ﬁhat'“two divisiona® of Confederate cavalry were in the area, besides
the troops rushed up from Horth Carolina teo oppose Miles' advance, Heade
was of the opinion that Miles cughi not go beyond Rowanty Creek.

To moke matlers worse, Hiles, because of muddy roads, hadn't taken his
artillery or his trains Lwith him, IfsWerren:were satisfied that his peosition
at Globe Tavera was sachre, Gibbon's division and a second brigade of cavalry
could reinforece Miles. But, Meade warned, "this is exten&ing #ery far and
'1eévés_n0 means of repairing any casuslties should the enemy, by a suceessful
movemend, peﬁetraﬁe our line at any point.n 25

Not having received a reply to his‘disaatch to-Grant, Meade st noon
sent another, Sinmce his last, Meade regorted, ?arren had assured h_m Lhat
he had so strengthened his position at Gl oae TQ;;rn that he felt ”Secu“e
azeainst any abbtack without the zid of the Second Corps.¥

In determining future movements of the I Corps, Grant would heve io
take into consideration the condition of the rosds cn the Southside, Excepd

for the principsl roads, all the others were "impassable for artillery and

: wagcna,“ The rain whieh had besten down on the evening of the 22d would,

/‘ ’a‘:
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ssred, Keep then 8o for some days, unless there was an Improvansni
e k Ve
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in the waather—"s warm sun and drying winds,” The guestion cf supplying
a larg£_éetached foree h&ﬁ'thua becone ven? importand. With pack mules,
the Cuartermaster's Department could kesp supplies moving to the_%%sops,
provided they weren't too far removed fream tie traina. 26

ot 2115 otclock Urant wirsd Hesds that *ib would be iﬁ;yud&nﬁ to send
Cenoral Hiles with his small force beyond the support of the main erzy o
destrey“ the Weldon Rallrosde 1If the keﬁafals«could Just hold their seound
ti11 the rcaﬁs drisd, urang would send Major General Fdward O, C, Ord wiih
the XviZ 1 Gorps and Qm131 to wreak hevoc on tpe razlvOaﬁ as far scutn a5
Hickeford, 27

. Chief of 3%taff Humpnreya 2% 9 50 a.m. nad telogravhed General Hancock

that Hiles! division mlghd be requirsd to remein at its work of destroying
the Welden Rallrosd lonzer than had been criginally antmclpated. Conseqaanﬁly,
arrangements wonld have £o be mads to ses that additienal suppliss were

forwarded to ¥iles! soldiers. Hesde's headquarbers, not Hancocikts, would

deteraine when the division wonld be recailed, %iles, upon reaching Resms!
Station, was to leave a foree 4o hold that point, tud under no circumsiances
viere his troops 16 go bzyoﬁﬁ Rowsaty Cresk., 25
k  Hancoek'saw that this diﬂpatch was forwarded to Cenerszl Miles for nis
guidance. 29 | ' '
Hiles put h¢s sold;ars vack to wWork earlf on the 23d tearing up the

railroad, During the mernlng, Colonel Spead reporteﬁ as,éirected to Hiles!
Perkinz house command pest, Hiles told Spear to take his two regiments and

make a forced reconnaissance down Vaughan road to Stony Cretk. Spaar's

troopers were to return via the railread. Uhile executing tols sweep, Su@ar

was "bo escertaln the sirength and location of ihe enexy's picket-line,
their reserves,%c.”™ #s soon as Spear had reported, #iles released the
13th Pennsylvenia Cavairy to allew it to pejolin Oregg’s division, 30

By 11 aca, Hiles? troops had destroyed the rallroad to within one wile
of Reams' Statica:. AL that hour General Fariow returned from the hospitel

and resumed charge of the division. 48 soon 23 Harlow had taken over, Miles

‘took commmnd of his old vnit, the st Erigade.

Upan qpe;tion+nﬁ_mil»g, Zarliow was dis t*“had t¢ learn that Resms’ Statlien

padn't been oscupied. Terlow told Miles to rush a fores 1o the station, within
a few comasabs, ¥iles had organized a spselal fask fomee Lo cﬁc&;" aeans! 3itaotl

o
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led by Colonel James €. Lynch. |
Placing himself at the head of the 8ist and 183d ?ennsyl?enia, Lynch :

started scuthward down the Halifax road. No opposition was encountered as

the Federals moved into the village on the double qaick. Miles feached . }

Reams! Station with the rest of his brigsde at 1 otclock, After stacking

arms near the zbandoned rifle-plis, ¥iles turned his tro;ps to tearing up ;

i

and twisting the trask north snd scuth of the station. _
" %he Consolidabed Brigede had fallen out st an early hour, Colonel
Levin Crzndell Yed his troops down the railroad. Near Church road; a halt
was called; the soldiers stacked arms and began tearing up track. After
the rails were wrenched lcose from the ties, they were heated, and {wisted,
Pickets toock position wast of the road to protect the working parties against
dashes by Febel cavalry., 32 '

Most of the trocps of the Lth Brzbade remasined on ontpas* dutly t 11
early in the afternoon. At 2 p.m., Lieutenant Colonel K., Csear Broady

sssembled his i{roops and merched them to within a mile of Reams' Staticon.

’ Broady's troops as they tramped southward passed Crandell's bluecoats. Here,

Broady's troops discovered a section of treck siill in'eperating order. A
halt was called, while fatigue pariies were organized and put o work
wrecking the railrosd, 33

General Gregg at 8:30 a.m, notified Chief of Staff Humphreys that Miles
was working his way down the Weldon Rallroad toward Reams! Station. The
cavalry leader wanted to know if he ought to send additional units to
eo—operate with ﬁilee,'of should he keep his trocpers concendrsied te
patrol the ever increasing gap-ﬁetween the left of the V Corps at Globs

‘Tavern and Miles! division; currentl;, Gregy reuorted, he had ¢ne brigade

posted” at Crowder's, r zile novub of Regms‘ Station, where the road to
Monk's Heck Bridge and Trinwiddie Courthouse yeered off to the soutawﬂst.
Moresover, a number of his mounted units were becoming embarrassed because
of a shortage of forage. & | o '
A ®change of c*reuﬂstﬂaccs,“ Humphreys remlied wade it “desir ie

that 2 brigade of cavalzy“ should scoompany Hllesf_d1v1ﬂ10n Hesde had
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suzzested to Humphreys that Uregg detall Spear’s lroopers 6 assist with

tue destruction of the rallread; ‘The cavalry leader was to sse bhat this.

‘wag dong. Oregy was to employ the remaindsr of his trocpers to cover the

aray's left, The animels of the cavalry division's supply irsin would have
to pe employed to paex forags from the depots io the I*ont. 35

4t 11 otelock fHeade deberainaed to alter slightly Crewg*@ mizsion. The
ca?axryman wag to conesntrate his trocpers st Heams? Station, aﬂd ploxed
from thers to Warrea's left. In ease it was decided to send eu* another

intantry division, Gregy was to hold his nersanen ready Lo cross sowzaly

Lresk and destroy the railrosd, 36

Thirty minutes later Bumphreys netiiied Han»agx.tnat an sxaminasion
¥

of the ground befwsen Globe Tavern and ihe (onlederale entrenchments had

satisfied Meads that Warren's troops could hold thair 3051»icn. Since &
fartner adwsnce up the railrcad toward Feborsburg had been veloed, Heade
wanied Hancoek 4o send Gidbbon's division to sssist the First Divisien in

the destructzsn of the YWelden =aljreau. 37

ﬁum nreys shordly thsrsufter;advisea Haneock of ithe deciszsion toc have
¥

| ﬁ?egg cencentrate hie dlviazcn et Reams’ Station, Conseguently, General

Barlow wouldn't have to lssve any of his troops at the stsilicen, as he
pushed scuthward toward Rowenty Creek, 38
Hencock at 12110 acknowledzed the receinu of Humphreys’ communications.

Gn doing se, he armcunced thai sarching orders had baea issued to General
Gibbon. 39 |

1t was & nusber of hours before Gibbon's troeps could get their gear
8q§areé.away and brazk camp. .?he sun wag setiing when Gibbenfé trocops,
with Brigadier General Thouss A, Suyth's dbrigade in the lead, meved cub,
Four batberies of artiliery (vhs 12th Sew York, Fatteries A and §; lIst
fihede Island, the 3d Hew Jéréayg' .4 the 10th Messachussits HBatbtery)
2200 g@n4e4 ths division, = 40 |

 The 3d New Jerssy Batd hy, one of the artillerists resalled, wis
ecmnanded by Gﬂ%u?iﬁ Christian wdern&r3 and was known in the ¢orps &

ey ]

bae "pubeh Datie ,_3ur This battery:

was well officerad and weil disciplined, and did good dﬂd
effective service; hut the cepiain was a litile pecullar
somevings in nis ideas of military duty. C(ne day the
briteries of Lhe corps, b in gyeal pard I service

o
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in the forts, a vigorous cannonade broke out, putiing
21l the other batieries, and headguarters as well, on
the alert for fear of 2 sudden attack on some point.
Adda ZfSic and orderlies were hurriedly sent to

every batiery of the corps bo find cut the cause of

the sudden outburst. The aids / sic 7 sent to the

other batferies found them all arcused and ready for
action, but not f‘rﬂrg. The one sent to Captain '
Woerner found him firing case-shot along the line of

the eneay's pickets, on & portion of which his position
had an enfilading fire. In responss fo an inQuiry as

to the cause of his firing, he replieds "Oh, 1 was
firing at those pickels; I likes to make them juwrp.” 41 -

Because of the terrible condition of the secondary roads, Hanecock
determined to move the long column to Reams! Station via the Jerusalem
plank rosd. To reach the plank road from Curley's, the division tramped
eastward past Williems' house, Turning inte the Jerusalen plank rcad, the

- head of the coluwn pushed cn zbout two miles, As it was starting to get

dark, Genersl Hancock, who rods with Gibbon, spied a large open field on

the right of the road. Hancdck'ca;led a halt.' The division was moved

into the field, and the troops were allowed to camp. 42 |
As the tr@ops were going 1nte bivoaac, there vwas & hard shower.

‘After it was over, large nusbers of soldiers collected under trees, Hand

woke the evening echoz in their attempts to drlve away disgonfort by
singing with unusual uncticn, 'John Brown's Bedy;! 'Harching Along, "
'Rally 'round the Flag,? and every other song of kindred chgracter'
generslly familar, "43 l o '
feanwhile, Colonel Spear and his troopers had moved out to make a
reconnaissance down the Vau#han road to Stony Creek. Four miles werthwést of
Reasms' Station, Spear's troopers encountered a Confederate roadblock
manned oy hard-nosed cavalrymen from Brigadier General Matthew €. Butler's
division. _ _
- Hajor General Wede Hampton on the previcus dgy had assemblsd butler's
{roopers, who were guarding the roads leading easiward from Riehmond,
Accompanied by Butler's people, Hampton moved to ihe Seuthsids, On the
morning of the 23d, Butler's troopers relieved Hooney Lee's culposis o
ne picket line west of the Weldon Hailroadi &4
A hard fight ensusd between Spsar's and Butler's troopers, Satlsfied

that he was outnumbered, Spear sent an aide galloping off to contact General

it
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Gregg with an apseai'for help. Long befo%é the eourier returﬁe& with word
tha* Gregg could do nathiqu te help him, Spear nad been ccmyelled to fall
back, lzaving eight dead and wounded on the field, Spear now dispatched
a plea to General KHiles for reln;orceasmts. ¥hen this man ?eturned, he
re}crted that Miles couwld send only 100 men. 55

. After retiring to the railroed, Colonel bpear sddressed a note %o

¥arren's headquarters. Besides describing what had occurred and his

'difficuliies with Gregg and Miles; Spear reported thadt he had encountered

the Confederstas in force. Spear believed that if he were reinforced by
one o two regiments of infantry, he could rout tha Jonnnies. Could ¥Waryen
send his hard-pressed fighters any help? Spear inquired. His troopers
were exhausted, Spear reperted, but they would continue ai ail hazards to
prdtect'the V¥ Corps' left. 3pear was satisfied that where %ile@ and Cregg
had gone there were ne Rebels, 46

Ypon receint of Spear's dispatch, Warren replied that the cavalrymen
were so faF out that he would be unable to send any V Corps umits. &7

General Hancock was surprised by Spear's communication. ¥hen he
foruarded 1t Lo army headquarters, Hancock pointed out that he had asked
General Barlow, if Spear still held the field, to have t he Hebsl dead

- counted, In kis report of the engagement, Spear had claimed thal his men

had counted 184 dead Confederates, 48 :

Mezde fairly boiled when he saw a cdpy of Spear's report. He dashed
off o messags for Hancock %to cagll on Generals Gregg and ¥iles for an |
explenation of the charge” sgainst them lodged by Golenel Spear. 49
Bancock in turn asked Barlow to submit a report covering the accnsutions
made by Spear against Miles aﬁd_Gregg. 50

' Gregg, in accordance with Hancock's instructions, had marched his
division early con the afternoon of August 23 down the railrcad from Peritins?
to Reams' Statien. Shortly after nis arrival at the station, Gregg was told
by his scouts that Spear's troopers had encounbered the Hebs about four
miles out on the Dinwiddie stage road. To ascertain if there were any
greyclsds on the road linking Reasms' Statien with the Dinwiddie stage
road, Grezg ordersd cut two regiments from Colonel Smith's brigade.

Should the Sontherners be encountered within Uressonable distance® of

Reams' Station, the combal patrol was Lo be pregared to sngaze them.
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The rest of the division would then be marched to the patrol's aupndrt.

Gregeg accompanied the two regiments (the 2d and 16th Pennsylvenia) as
they rode westward., About one and one-half miles frem the stat;an, Grezg
spotted a large force of dismounted cavalzy massed in the opsn fiaid shead.
Gregz éstimated that the Rebel force to his front totallsd "more than a
division.,® As Gregs forﬁed his command and dispatehed aides bosthe to tha

_ rear to bring up the rest of his cogmand, the hn ttermuts advanced toward

his yosition. 53 .

~When the shout #"Yanks were coming® was. raised b; Confcaera pickets,
Gene:al Butler called ou% his division. “reerers of the: 35th Virginia
Cavalry Baitalion were quickly mustersd, Captain F. M. Hye“a w#with the
first'Squadron reported to General Butler on the right of the foa&, while
Lieutenant Colonel Blijah White with the remalnder of the battalion joined
Erigadier General Thomas L. Rosssr's brigede on the left. '

Butler's first erder to Myers was t6 "find the Yankees in his front |

end tell him how many there were.®  Accompesnisd by five men, Captain Hyers-

moved out. Depleying al the edge of a woed, the bulternut scouts rods cut

into a field "covered with tall sedge grass and small pins bushes." The

scouts hadn't advanced very far before they werse fired upon., wheseling
their horses szbout, the Johnnles galloped back to where General Eutier
Was imaatientwy waiting. Calling to Butler, ﬁyers exclalmed that he had
found sbout 1,200 Yankees on the left of the roud. '

sYery well," General Bubler replied, "I know what's on tne right.“
Calling te Brigadier General John Dunovanit, Builer told him to dismount
and advance his brigade. As soon 2s horse-holders had been detailed, the
officérs formed the South Carolina Brigade inte line of battle, O(ne of
the men recalled, "this wooden-legzed Cenergl [ﬁﬁuﬁler? led them in a
furious attack upon the enemy, gallepihg aleﬁg full £ifty yards in frent
of his line, and exposed to the fire of both friends and foes,"

Gregg's ccabat patrol retﬁ*ed in the face of the South Carolinians’
slazhing onslaught, Butler and his cheering greyciads pursued the blueclads
for sheut one-half mile. Here, Butler's advsnce was checked by the arrival
of LRlOﬂ relsforcemcats.-;rz
Eabﬂ reinforeing Federal reé“m“ﬂt as it reached the field was dismounted

and brovghit to th2 front. By 5 otclock "the action had fadrly begun.® Loss
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Confedsrate brigade now moved up and took pos sition on Dunovant’s left.
Recalling the 35th Virﬂinla Cavalry Battallon, tle?_haﬁ Colonel White

" mess his “Gomanche sn on a hill in the rozd. ¥hite was iold %0 hold his

men ready to charge shouid the Federals sttempt to advance, 53

Butler mansuverad his iroopses SKillfullf Testing the bl&ayoats'
strangth, he jacbed “succeSS¢vely“ at different points in Gregg's line,
Greag by 7 peime had all nine of his rsgiments on the fleld. OF this force,
eight regiments were dismounted and engaged with the Rebsj the other command
remsined mounted to proteclt Gregg's flanks and be ready to move to the
point of dangar in vase Butler sent & mounted columm surging loward the
Yanks' main line of resistance. ok ' '

The roasr of batile on ths we stern apnroacnas to Reams' Station caused

General Barlow to have the Aleng roll¥ belween, As soon as the alarm was

raised, the infantrymen ceased twastino rails and aasemblﬁd on the double.
Barlow dispatched his staff officers 30 sze that the brl"ﬂde commanders
posted their units in the riflewpits covering the approeches to Reams'
Station from the west. Theae earthworks had been throws up in June by
the ?I Corps.-"

; General Kiles* 1st Brigade filed behind the breastworks, "its rig?t
extending across the railroad and facing north and west.”. 55 Colonel
Broady's 4th Brs izade took position behind the fortifications on Hiles!
left. 56 At the time thab the alert reached him, Colonel Crandell of
the Consolidated Brigade called for his trocps to stop what_they'ware
doing and fall in. After the pickets had been recalled, Crandell's
brigade guided by Captain Silas Harlin stsrted down the railrcad. The
column reached Reams' Station at dusk. Crandell plsced his men in the
works on Brosdy's left. 57

Genersl Butler m_sinterpreted Barlow!s actions, He feared the Union
infentry was en route io jJoin in the fight. As the gensral sat hie horse
under a %very hot fire," he called for a courier to go te hie lirne of
dismounted troopers and tell them %o retire, The messenger was shaken
by the storm of ninié balls that whistied arcend him. Seeing this, General
Futler remarked, "Young man, you're scared; go back to Captain E?ers znd

tell him to send me a ecuriep!

i,




At this, the fellow lost no time in getting in touch with the captain,
vho' detalled Se?geant George F. Everhart to carry out the missica. When
Everhart reported to Butler, the ‘general asked if he would carvy 2 disgpatch
to the dismcunted men, The sergesnt replied, "By God! I'11 stari! dontt
know so much sboutl going.# ' |

#¥ou'll do,® Eutler snapped. o
 Everhart turned his horse sbout and relayed Butler’s instruciions to
: thé'brigéde conmanders, éacurin5 their horses the.C§nfederates mliled Dack, 58
- The sction had lasied tlll & o'clock,» By that hour General Wede Hampton
had. savisfied himself that the Federals were demalishing the railrosd in
tha Reama' Station sector. 'Haipton had taken advant Fi) of the Tighting to
reconnoit er the ground. Beturning to his camp, Hampion notified General
Lee that the Federals were not "well placed.¥ If Lee could aee fit $o send
infantry reinforcements, Hampton felt that the Resms' Stabtion Yankees |
coald be isolated end overwhélmed. 59 -

Following the withdrawal of the butternuts, Groegg's bluscoats held
their ground. Gregg, notifying aray hesdquarters of what had transpired,
pointed out that although the Southerners were armed with "muskets," he
didn't think thal any of Lee'a lnfan%ry was prnsent. 4 hasty check had

indicated that Union losses in the engagement wouldn't exceed 735. 60
¥hile the fiantipa was in progress west of Resms! 3Station, Union

surgeons established a field hospital in the village church. Within a
short time, asbulznces hegan to arrive from the front._ Assistant Surgeon
Elias J, Marsh of Gregg's division reported *Hany of the cases Were severe
and required cperations, ard 211 were dressed and made comforteble for the

night.” 63

Generzl Hencock at 7:30 p.a. O ﬁugust 23 notified Chief of Staff
Humphrevs that the heavy rain, that had been falling throt ughout the day,
hed hindered the F*rst Division's working parties. The soléiers nad had
2 @ifficult time keeping the fires used to heat and bend the reils going, 62
Thirty minuies eariier, Hancock sddressed a2 nobe to General Barlow,

Barlow wos informed thah Hancoek, along with Gibben's divisien, ®Was eén rouls
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to Reams' Siation by way of the Jerusalem plank road. If all went well,

‘Gibbon's troops would Jein Barlow in-the morning. Gibbon's command and

the artillery were slated to occupy Eeams' Statlon, thus freeing Barlow's
troops, reinforced by Spear*s davalry, to wreek the ¥Weldon Railrosd to
Rowanty Creek, and, if possible, as far as Stony Creek; Should Barlow
be hard-prdssed during the night; he was to call on Gibbon for help. 63

At 8:08 Earlow replied. The genersl proudly reported that the
First Division had desireyed the railrosd to Reams' Statien, At the
mcment his troops were posted in the rifle-pits edvering the webtern
aporoaches to Reams? Staticn.

Barlow reportea that Grezg's cavalry had been heavlly engaged.

The Yankee troopers had held their ground, and the firing had geased,
According to the infeormatien which reached hia from the front, CGregg's
entire division hed been engaged. Gregg had notified Barlow that hse

considered the pesition taken up by his trﬂopers as "a deairable one,"

_ but ‘he was afraid-that an ammunz*ioq shortage might ccmpel him to abaﬁdon

it. The eavalrywan had intlmated to Barlow that 4% would be appreciated,
if he wcu,d send his footsoldiers to relieve the horsemen 1f they were

withdrawn., Barlow, however, opposed such 2 move, because it would require

him $o march his troops a mile west of Reams' Station and place them in a
positicn which could be easily turned. Furthermore, as he understocd his
instructions, they were to destroy the railroad. In the morning, if things
were quiet, Barlow wrote, he would put his men to work wrecking the railroad
south of Reams! Staticn.
_  fThere was one question raised by Hancock that Barlow failed to answer,
While Barlow informed his chief that Spear's cavalry, reinforced by a
detachment of the 4th Kew York Heavy Artillery, had been in contact with
Rebel cavalry throughout the day, he feiled to mention the charges lodged
sgainst HMiles and Gregg by Colonel Spear. 6

Hancock acknowledged Barlow!s communication at 10:3C. On doing so,
he announced that Barlow's view of his priﬁary missien was ecorrect, Bul,
should the Rebels press Grazz so hard as'to prevent the infantry from
des tro;ing the railroad, Barlow was to march to the eavalry's aild aad
awaly the arrival of Glbben's division. Hanccck assured his divisien

ccmaander that "it is not suppesed thal the railr 26 can be desirored
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before the enezy avre driven off,% Barlow was advised to send back for
g 65 ;

apmunition in case he wa3s ”likely to need more.®

Eol

~ Reveille sounded well before aaybraak on Angust 24 in General Gibhon's
camp. By 3:15 the troops had walfed down their breskfasts, gulped thelr
¢coffee, and had taken tbeir positicns in the ranks,  General Smyth's

brigade took the lead as the division moved cut., The long blue column

' jeft the Jerusalem plank road, socn after the troops had erossed Werwick

Swamp, and turned into 2 road leading wesiward toward the railroad., Smyth's
brigade resched Reams' Staticn 8t 7 otclock. In accordance with instruciions

from General Gibbon, Smydh had his troops file into positien behind the

" bresstworks on the left of Barlow's divisien. 66

Cibben's two other brigades (Hugg's and Murphy's), along with the
artmllery, reached Reams' Statien by 9 s.m.. lLieutenant Colonel Horacse
P. Ruég posted the men of his st Brigade in the-rifle—pits north of
the station, while Colonel Mathew Murphy's bluecoats were kept stanalng

in ranks, ©7 The cannoneerb massed and parked their guns in an open

field on the left of Gak Grove Church, east of the railroad, ee

one of the cannoneers recalled, "Ey daylight we found curselves in
the midst of a country which had not been much desolated. by the march of
war, Through this we passsd cheerily along amid apple-trees laden with
fruis, and cornfields whose ears were just ready for roasting.™ 69

The works at Reams' Station had been thrown up in the latier paru cf
June by troops of the VI Corps, at the time they had been ordersd out to
cover Brigadier Genersl James.ﬂ. Wilscn's cavalry on its return from the
raid on the Southsside Eallyoad They had been hurriedly thrown up, badly
constructed, and poorly pesitioned. Instead of utzl*zin: the railroad
dump for a base, the rifie-pits, facing west, were located about 20 to
L0 yards west of the railroad. From 70 to 80 yards in front of the
rifle~pits were thick pine woods. The rifle-pits raralleling the railroszd
extended abeut one-nalf mile and were not more than three feet in height,
and "of Frail siructure, being built of fence-rails within,® and Vslightly

banksd with sods znd loose ssrth.® There were opsaings in the center for

[y
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the Dinwiddie stizge road and at each end for the weldon Reilread and Halifax
road to pass through. '

After crossing the railroad, there was a "return® extending in s
northeasterly direction for about 1,000 jards, forming an ovtuse angle at
the right, The section of the railroad inside the fortifications passed
through a cut on the right and along a £ill on the lefi.  Cn the left, the
ground behind the breastworks rose slightly. In ease of attaczk, troops
posted there would be for practical purposes in an enclosed work, making
®it imposzsible for ammumition or reserves to be brought up, except &% the
greatest disadvantage, from the rear, cr for the trcops thus inclosed to
retire without exposure tc cbservation and to fire.®

South of the site of the depct, the Dinwiddie stsge road {an important
route linking Dinwlddie Courthouse with the Jerusalem plank read) crossed
the Halifax road and the railroad and dlsapyeared in the pines to the west.
A second road also connected Eeams! Statlon with tha Jerusalem plank road.
This road,which had bea followed by szbcn’s troonc on their march, passed
to the north of the Dinwlddie stage road, 70

[—

Early cn the 24tk General Barlow succesded in obtaining, on the
-presanﬁatibn of a M“gurgeon's certificate of disability,® a 20 days’_léave
ofyabsence. A4s soon 25 he could turn over command of the First ﬁivisicn
to Gensral Miles, Barlow left for City Point, where he planned to caich a
boat to Washington. 71

~ Upon his arrival at Reams! Station from the Gurley house, Hancock ealled
for General Miles. Hancock told Miles that his troops were to be reliaved
from duty in the rifle-pits by Gibbon's. After this had taken place, Miles'
division, accompanied by Speér's cavalry brigade, was to move southward
- destroying the railroed &s iy advanced._ [z _

&fter recalling their plckets, Milses® brigade commanders formed and
mustered their uniis. Exzhﬁﬁg*ng geod-natured cheers and jJeers with Gitbon's
troops, Miles' nen marched down the Weldon Rallroad about a mile and one-half,
¢olcnel Lymeh, who had resumed commmnd cf the Izt Prigade, halted his soldiers.

After plekela had been thrown out, Lyneh pub his men to work wreeking the

P
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railroad. The Consolidated Brigade and the 4th New York Heavy Artillery

- were likewise put to work ﬁearing up, heating, and twisting rails. Miles!

other brigsds, Broady' S, WaS dwployed jinto line of batile to cover the
working partles. ¥ith skirmishers thrown fcrvard, Bweady advanced his

~ battle line and teook position in & cornfield west of the railrcad, 73

Colonel Spear with his two cavalry regiments had preceded Miles?
infantry and had takeq poat at Malone's Crossing, Before very long, Spear's
pickets on the Stcny {reck and Malone's roads were attz cked by Hebel pairols

from Rooney Lee's mcunted division. §pear called for help, Hiles sent the

eavalryman two of Brﬂady's regiments~—the 145th and 148th Fennsylvania,

Reiﬂforced by the sturdy infanirymen, Spear's horsemen mads a forced

 reconnalssance down the railroad o within 2 short disiance of Rowanty
' Creek. Roadblocks were estsblished and manned by Spear's bluecoats on

all roads leading from Rowanty Cresk toward the area wherse Miles!

- footacldiers were bu“nin# ties and twisting rauls, T

Heanwhile, General Gibbon had organized 2 largs number of his soldiers
into fatigue parties ta bregkup the reilroad betwesn Reams' Station and the

'sector thTE Miles?® treons were working. Colonel Rugg pubt 500 men of the

1t Brlgzade to work ”debtroyin» in a more complete manner railroad properiy,

&e., whlch had been partlally damaged.® 75 Cne of fugg's realwents, the
19th Massachusetls, was sent oub as skirmishers to cover the asnroacnes o

the rlfle~pin3 held. by ths brigeds west of the railroad, Ruﬂg's bluecoats
had cccupled thess breastworks at the time that Miles’ divislon had marched

.south, 76

© Upon the withdrawal of Miles‘ troops, General Smyth, in compliance
with orders from Gibben, had shifted his brigade to the right. Smyth
anchored Riz left flank on the Halifex road, The st Dslaware, reinforced
by two companies of the 2d¢ Delaware, was thrown forward and picketed the
front to the left of the.outposts manned by the 19th HMassachuseits, The
69th and 106th Pernsylvenie picketed the area east of the earthworks
mamned by Smyth's brigade, Upon moving into position, the Fennsylvenians
relieved the hth Yew York Heavy Artillery. _ |

Throughout the remsinder of the day, fatigue parties from three of

Smyth's units worked bo comglete the destructien of the Welden Ral iroad

L > . = ) , & b
in rear of ine rifle-giis held by ihe brigade, 7



s soon as Miles! command was out of the way, Golonel Murpqm . brigade
occupied the "reburn® east of the railroad and to the_zlghtuofnggghsétrogps{
Shortly before noon, Captain d. Henry Sleeper of the 10th.ﬁat£ery,
¥assachussetis Light Artiliery had hls gunners unlimber their four 3-inch’

rifies west of the railroad In the inbtervel between Rugy's and Smythia
brigaﬁés. The rifiss were emplaced behind a low lins of breastwerks,and

the gun cazptains were told to register thelr pieces on the Dinwiddie

79

‘Hetween the cannoneers and ‘the *allroad enharameiu, a distance of not
more than eighit rods, the ﬁraund rose sliahtly In this open space ifhe
limbers were parked, while the caissons were posted just acress the Halifax

stage road,

road. Having taken the station assigned them, Sleeper's artillerists had
nothing to do bub enjoy thewselves as they cheose, "for fatlzue duty did
not usually pertain to ihe lot of light arﬁillerymen.“ Unie of the men
recailed: | |

A cornfield not farcoff furnished us a liberal guantity
. of yroastlng ears during the day, and some good early apples
were brought inte camp by the mere esterprising foragers.
We remember the day as an extremely pleasant cne, both in
respect of the weather and our enjoyment of the surrcundings.
1t seemed vgry heliday-like to us as we lounged about the
gms.-l'

‘The right section of Patteries A and B, Ist Rhoede Island Light Artillery
marhandled its guns into positlon behind the breasstworks eﬁ the left of |
Sleeper!s rifles, Soon thereafter, the left section joined the right sectlon.
Batteries 4 and B vers séparated from the Massachusetts cannéheérs by a
traverse, and they had "stréﬁger and better-conétrucﬁedfworks with _
enbrasuves,” ldeutenant Walter 5. Perrin, wio was in charge of the battery,
to be ready in case of an emergency issued insiructions for hls cannonesrs
to kesp the teams hamessed, 8/ |

Lzeutenanq George K. Dauchy had the msn of the 12th Batiery, Wew Jork

Lig h* AruxllarJ emplace their four 3—1nc% rifles aboul 300 yards wost of

Cak Grove Church, near the angle made by the right "return® with the railroad.
Here, the works were Yquite high and streng, with embrasures for artillery.?
Captain Woerner!s unit, the 3d New Jersey DBattery, unlimbered its four guns

zenind the barricades to the right of the 12th Hew York Battery. 82
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To free 3pear's brigade to co-operazte with Miles, General Gregg early
in the day called for Golénel'Stedﬁan ' Steaman s trcope?s ‘hed relieved
Spear’s and took p061tion west of Reams' Station on the Dinwiddis stage
road. The rerlmen 5 o? Gregg's 2d Brigadse (bmith*s) were given the task
of ﬁicketlﬂg the countrv bstween the Dinwlddie stagﬁ road and the left
flank of the V Garps, and from the Weldon Railrocad to Gary's Ghurcn on

the Je u=a¢sm plank road. 83 .
Gene?31 Hancoek at 10130 hagd notifled Memée that Ginbon‘s dlvlsica

was cc”upginv the enbrenchmenls covering the wnstern aﬁprcaehes to Rzams!?

 Staticn, while Miles' division waa "pushing on with the destructicn of the

railroad.” According to the reporis reaching Hancock!s command post from

the front, the Confederates had shewn ne force, Their outposts retirved as’

 the Fedsrals edvasnced, Hampton!'s cavalyy, which had been present in heavy

force west 6f.Reams' Staticn the previous evening, had disappesred. The -
Rebels, howevef,_COﬂtinued to hold the juncticn of the stage and the
Dinwiddle—ﬁedms’ Staticn roads. 84,

Late in the afternoon, Co1enels lynch Broady, and Crandell rzassenbled
their_brigadea. After.thelscld4ars had fallen into ranks; the trcops were
put in motion for Halcne‘s Crossiﬁg.7 Upor reaching the cresuing, the

' bluecoats resumed wreeklng havoe on the railroad,

" Aboub 5330 p.m. Colonel Crandell received instructicns from General
Miles to withdraw his pickets, march his brigede back to Reams’ Statien,
and bivouac for the night. Befare reac ting the rifle-pzts, Crandell was
told by Miles to take charge of the picket line covering the western
a?proaches_to Reams! Station. "It was stariing to,get‘dark before L@ﬁch's
and Broadﬁ’s £fodps'3tcpped work and atarted hacklup”the railroad, The
IAStﬁ and 1.8th Penﬁsyivanié réjdined_their parent unit--Erogdy'e comunand--—
before it marched from d alemefs Crossing. Spesr!s troopers remsined
behind to hold the cressing 85 '

Upon the return of Miles! division at 8 o'alock, CGibbon vedeployed his
tfoops. Qoleonel Rugg, after recalling his fat;bue parties and the 15ta.
Massachusetts, shifted his brigade to the right ebout one-half wile. His
tronps now oeéupied the.earthwcrks-an the extreme right of the Reams'
‘Station perimster. 86 general Smyth moved his brigade east of the
‘pailrosd, and cecupied the breasiworks "in two lines® on the left of

-
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Ruzg's troops. Seoldiers from Colonel Hurphy!s brigade held the rifle-plits
on Gibbon's left. After the officers had been alerted to have their units
ready to march at 5130 in the morning, Gibben's bluscoats retirved for the

’ nightl 8?

Miles saw that his division took position behind the earthworks on
Gibbonts left., From left to righﬁ Miles posted his brigeades: Lynch's,
‘the Consolidated, and Broady's. Lynch's brigade was west of the railroad,
with its right flank anchored on the cut, 88 |

 Upon the return of Miles!' division, Hanceck at g p.m. notified Chief
of Staff Humphréys of the day's happenings. The railrosd, he reported; _
had been destroyed for Fabout thres snd 2 half miles beyond Reams'.® '

 ¥ilest troops had returned from thelr work and were safely behind the

breastworks. In the morning, Miles! command was to be rested, and Gibbon's
given the tisks of ripping up the railroad from Mslone's to the Rowanty.
The Rebel cavalry had been very quiet throughout the day. According to .
Genersd Gregs, the gréyclads still occupied the jJjunction of the stage and
the Dinwiddis-Reama! Station roads, | |

Hancock warned Humphreys that his trocps were "much faligued.® That
very day, ¥iles had warned his corps commander that his men were fagged out.
Hancoek was satisfied that the men hadn't "recoversd from the fatigus of
théir late marches.® When (eneral Gibbon moved out in the morning, Hancock
observed, he would be separated from Miles' division by three or four miles,
In case the Rebels cub between Gibbon and Reams’', hé could fall back via
the Jerusalem plenk road, R -

According to a Nezro who had come_into the Union lines during the day,

thé'06nfederates were expecting the Federals to push on to Dinwiddie Courthouse, &S

Ho# 2

It was apparent to Hampton and his Prineipai subordinates that the
Federsls were in too heavy force at Reams' Station tobe dislodged by
cavalry. Hampbon accordingly addressed a nobe to General Lee proposing
the dispatch of a strong infantfy force from Pelersburg 1o attack and, if
possible, destroy Hancock's izolated command. '

Tc this communication General Lee replied, pointing_oﬁt thal he dosasd
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it inadviesble to send any'portion of the infantry so far from the Pe+ersburg
lines, 90 P _

But on mature consideration of the high stakes invelved, Lee determined
to do scmething about the Yankees,;Hampton had pinpointed ab Heams! Station,
If the Federals were allowed to desiroy the tracks from Hesams'! Statien to
Rowanty Creek,iit would ecompel the Joutherners to hsul supplies belng brought
in from North Carclina over-the Weldon Railrcad by wagon from'Stony Cresk
Depot to Dinwiddie Courthouse, and then over the Boydton plank roed &o
?etershurg, a distanée of 30 miles, It was desirable therefore that the

~ Federals not be left free to deatroy the railrocad indef_nltely to tre

seuthward, for this would increase tha—dist;ncéﬂbetheen Petersburg and that

section of the railroad still in Confederate hands, In the political arena,
alse, every defeat inflicted on Union armles would tend to diseredit the
war party in the Horth. With these considerations in mind, Lee read

Hamptdn's propesals for an attack on the Unlon ferce operating out of

Reams! Station sympathetically and determined to adopt it. Bui the

mistaks made'at Globe Tavern of atiacking piecemeal with an insufficient
force would not be repeated, 91

Two brigades of Heth's division, two of Mshone's, one of Field's, and
three of wilcoi’s were alerted t0 march for Heams' Station. Two divisions
of Hampton’s cavalry corps(Butlerfts and Barringer's) were to co-operate in
the attack. As plauns developed, Lee decided to increase the force that
Hajor General Charles W. Field had been directed tolring to Petersburg

from north of the James. In sddition to the %wo brigades already sent,

Field was alerted o hold a third in readiness to join the others, 92

' The experiences of John ¥. Sale of Colonel David A. Weisiger's |
brigade were typical of those of the soldiers assigned to march against
the Reams! Station Federals, Sale wrote in his diary that the cormand
was turned out at 1 p.m, Upon being formed and mustered, the troops
vere told to ®prepare to move & leave your baggage."  ¥azjor Cenersl
Willianm Mghone put his coluwmn into motion at & o clccx, and the troops
marched along behind the breastworks as far as Battery No. b1,

Farly in the afiernocn, Hampton, not knowing that Lee hed chenged his

mind, started for ermy headquariers. While en fcute, he encountersd an

orderly bearing & dispateh from Lee, staling thait Lisutenant Censral

23
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Ambrose P. i1l hed bem ordered into the fisld wiih a sireng fores of
infantry. lLater a second smessenger arrived with information that Kajor
General Henry Heth's ¢ osbab-roedy divisicn was to sceempany Hill. Hampten
was to report to Hill, and do 211 in his "power o punish the enemy." lLee
‘wanted Haomplon $0 senc his soouts o esceoriain the Earthe?ﬁerﬁ' Ynoeltion
and the best poins to atback them,® 9
' ‘Genersl $i1l had quletly marshaled hls Infanlyy brissdes in the ares
wezt uf the "lesdework:.¥ Major (enevali (adsus i wileox's iight fivisicne~
less Thomes! brlgade—took the lesd s ths column marched out. Close berdnd
eaus ¥acRast!s and Cooke's brigsﬁes of Heth's division snd Anderson’s brigsds
of Field's division, which had been organized into & “previﬁienél divigion”
led by Genersl Heth., jecompsnied by Licutenant Cél@ﬁ@l #illiam J. Fegraa’s
5r§iliery 3attalion, the lony column tramped down the squirrsl Leavel road,
Generszl Nehons with bis two brigsdes (VWelslger's and %ing's) brovghlt up
the vear, 74 |
CHill's aruy, tursing into the Vaughan roud, crossed Hatcher
Avsstrong’s Mill, 1t was sbariing to get dark when the division tommsnders
halt%d_their man near Hodly ?@iﬁz Church, After preparing their eations,
the troops bedded down for the night.
' #3111 and Hampton spend the pight of the 24th al Nenk's Heox sridge. 93
while waitinmg for reinfercenents, Hempten hed told his division commanders
to keep thelr men well in hand and to be ready to taka'the cffensive on a

™

aun near

moment's notles.
Fxcept for the half-hearied resistance offered by Brigsdier General
Rufus Barringer's {Barringer was in tesporary cowsand of Bocney Lee's
division. ) cutposts to the sdvance of Spearts Unlon horeemen beyond Helone's
Crossing, the Bebel cavalry displayed little activiiy. Qenersl Barringey
reported &t 10 &.a. thal the Ianks_&ida*t seem diﬁy@seﬁ to advance beyond
Malene's Creossing. A Union deserter hed turned ninself into Rarringer's
plckeds, and, upon belng quﬁaiiﬁﬁsd,'haé jdentified the troeps at liglens'a
a5 belenzing to ¥Miles? divisicn of tha II '

I Coppa.,  To check on the Yonkeas!

i &
movements, farringer dispatshsd scouts to Stemy Cresk, 6
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watermelons from Herth Carolina by the car-load, which they eajoyed to thelir
utmost untll late in the evenina L o

B7 2 olclock the wagons had been loaded with ferawe and had started
back to Butler's camp, After enjoying their watermelon feast, the troape*s
of the escort pul their spurs to thseir mﬁants, and soon overtook the
lumbering wagons. It was midnight before the train returned to its base,
and the escort disbsnded. 97 '
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Men manning Union obssrvatlon posts along-the Petersburg iines kept
track of the Confederste trocp movemsnis. AL noon, T00 gfeyélad;foe%schdieré
witﬁ knapsacks on thelr backs appeared from the woods in fromt of the Pederal
earthworks and moved off in the directicn of the Weldon Reilroad. Two and
" one-half hours later, a column of infantry, estimsted to number from 3, )

to 4,000 soldiers, emerged {rom the woods nesr the "lead-works" and mavched
southward a2long the quirrsl Level road. A four-gun battery headed this
colurmn, At the same time, a 3,008~man_colﬁﬁn c¢rossed the railroad and took
position near a large fort easi of the tracks. After remaining thers
one-half hour, the Reﬁels returned in the seme direction {westward) frem
which they had come. About 40 wagons and 25 ambulances woere sighted
rolling southwestward ‘along the Vaughan road. 98
' At 5:30 Chief Signal Officer B. F. Fisher notificd Chief of Btaff
Humphreyo +that a Ycoluun of infantry, extending a mile and a quarter in
length, four files decp and well closed up” had moved oul of Petersburg
alcﬁg the Squirral Level road. When last seen, the Gonfederste footscldiers
had disappeared intc the woods a mile'southwest of the "lesd-works.” Fifteen
minutes later, another colwm, numbering aboul 2, OGO came out cf Petershurg
and took the road pioneered by the first., & };aix wagons and 17 ambulances
had preceded the first colum, 9 '
Several hours later, Hejor Fisher notified arsy headquarters that a
thifd'infantry column, three~guarters of 2 mile in length, had appearsd in
the vicinity of the "lead-works.” Like the others,'thisfcne'was merening
via the Squirrel Level road and was accompanied by subulences and wagens, 100
Qeneral Humphreys, on the recsipl of these reporiz from Major Fisher,

gtudisd the babtle maps of ihe area. After doing so, he decidsd to ale:
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Generals Hancock and Warren. Huaphreys at 8:20 p.m, dispatehed identical

. messages to t he two corps conmanders. They were warnsd thet the signal

people had sighted "large bodias® 6£ Rebél “infantiy'passing éeutﬁ from
their intrenchments® by the Veughan and Squiréal Level roads., Hancock
was cautioned that theéé trocps wers "probably dsstined to ope?&te against
Generel ¥arren® or his iroops. Humphreys felt that the i Corps was
probably in ﬁhexgreaterﬁdanger:Ofvéeiné;§§§§ile&;1101

it WAS Ii p;m. before the courler with Humphreys' messaze reached
Hancoek's command pest. Hsngoek, on acknowledging the reseipt of the
cnlef of staff’'s communication, pointed out that nothing was said about
the Confederates! strength nor the time they were observed, If the Rebels
had ordercd cut 2 Peonsiderable force Lo opsrate® against the II Corps,
Hancock guestioned the wisdom of sending his force so far from any
supporting elements of the Army of the Potomae, 102

Humphreys was in receipt of Hencock's mesaage by 1 aim. 'Réplying
immediately, he noted that the Rebel troops reporiedly moving southward
out of the Petersburg defenses numbered £,000 to 10,000. The time that
they had been seen last "was a little before sunaet,n 103 ‘

4 copy of 2 § pym. message Chief'qf Staff Humphreys had received

from General Warren was also handed to the staff officer for delivery to

flancock. Warren, after having read Humphreys' 8:20 dispatch, hed advised
headquarters that the butternuts observed marching out the Vaughan and
Squirrel lLevel roads might be working parties, All prisonérs guestioned
during the day at V Corps headguariers had said that the Confederates were
thrpwing up new earthworks, If the Kebels did plan to atisck, Warren wrote,
it would be Hancock's corps, as his position ai Globe Tavern was lmpregnable.
Here is a severe indlctment of strategid thinking at Unicn headgquarbers.
The destrucﬁion of the Weldon Rallroad betwsan Mzlons's Crossing and ithe
Rcwéntyfcannoi_be cited to have been a matter of such vital conssguencs
at that time as to Justify any considerable loss, much less to rum the
rigk of a sericus disaster, Moreover, it was becoming evident that in
the face of stiffening Confederake oppositica that not much furthsr progres
in wrecking the railroad could be entieipated. 'lf General Hancock were to
fight, he should have his troops concentrated and well in hend, This would

be inconzistent with the continued desiruction of the tragk, It sesus ithat

104
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to the excess of Heade's army over the Army of Northern Virginia.

® ®
the &_terﬂatlve sheuld have presented 1%531_ to Meade——eithev withdraw
Hancock or reinforce his immediately. - '
Gensral ¥eade had frequenily expresssd the desire thgt'the Rebels
might coms cut of their works, so the Awmy of the Potomac could fight
them in the open. The movement of Hill's eclumns offexr ed to Hesde and

his army the long~desired. opportuniiy. _
Hencock ha€ al Heams' Statien 7,000 infantry, with perhaps 2,000

cavalry, MHeade could have rushed 25,000 men to Reams! mors easily than

Lee could send 13,000, The fresh divisions,which might have veen deployed
2% Reams! on the morning of August 25,would have been in far bet tter fight ing
$rim than the Jaded troops of the I Corps. ' '

1f ¥Meade did not intend to fight, Hancock shua;é have been recalled,
If he intendsd to give batile, Hancoeck should have been hesvily reinforced.
Even conceding thal Hancock might be able to repulse the Ceﬁfederateu; what

was the uss of putting anything in Jecpardy when everything mighi be made

entirely secure? But mors than this: if Haneoek were rezlly 1o be assailed,

where was the Justification of losing the long sought for opportunity of

enco&nﬂering the fos in the open, wiith advantage of numbers corresponding
105
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THE BdT?La OF REANS! STATION
Chapter I¥
~The Canfeder*tes Drdve the IX ?orps from Reams! Stﬂtlon

AL daylight on Awgust 25, 1804, Genera) Miles, as pfe?iauﬁly'dirﬁctadg
relieved Gibbon'y pickets. Gibbon at the same¢ btime was told by.Hanccck to
have his troops remain whers thay were. The destruction of the railrosd
would be poaﬁ?cned pending the recall of Grsgg's cavalry. 1 ,
& Hancock at 6:15 issued instructions for General Greoggz to havs g combat
patrol visit the junction of the Binsiddie.sﬁage and Vaughsn roads to ascerisin

. whether there was any Rebel inféﬂiry west of the Weldoa Railrosd. If posaible,

Uregg's Ltroopers were 1o drive the Confederate horsemen from thatesbratggic
ﬁeint to insure that the Fedarals would have timely warning "should any
conglderable force advance,® Hanecock promised to give Gregg "a good brizade
of infantry® to Dolsier his cavalry aivision., 2

- Army neadguarters was notified by Hancock that in visw of the reporied
Rebel thremt to his corps, he had decided not to send Gibbon's divisien to
continue the destructian of the Weldon Failroad until he had satisfied
himself that nd large enamy fores wes lu“kaﬂw in tha neighbornood. Haneock
inrermed Chief of Staff Wumphreys thai Gregg's horsemen were belng dispabched
to fuclear the roads® to his right.anﬁ‘frﬁnt. - In closing, Hancoek waraed, %I
consider my fefée tco amel) to separate sush a distance until sure that the
enexy's infantry is not in my front." 3 o |

| Cregz's cavalry advanced westward and reached the Vaughan road at‘twb
different points. The‘trocpe 3 in the course of their forcod reconnalgsance
saw no Confederate infantry.

After studying the reporis sent in by'Gregb, ?anccck determ¢9&ﬂ that
there was no immediste threat to his corps. Orders wers drafted for General
Gibbon to assemble his troops, march Sauﬁhwérd; and proceed with the wrecking
of the railroad as far as Rowanty Creek, 4

Gibbon had pulled his division oud from behirnd the breastworks cuver in0
the approaches o FKeums' Station by 7 a.m. The troops were masssd in s
sorghan field in rear of the railroad, facing wesi. AL 9 e.m. Gibbon was
netified by Hancock "to mnva.doan tha railrcsd and conbinus its destruciion.®
¥hen the column la2ft the sorghus Field gnd started down the Halifax rosd,

Smythts brigade had the lazd, 2
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. ¢ Rowanty Creok.

4s scon as Gibbon's trco@s had been pulled out of the rifle-pits 2azt
of the track, facing north, Colonel Lynch was directed to cccupy them.
Lyneh's men promptly carried cub this sssignment. ¥hen he inspected the

_ brigade in its new positicn, lyneh found that its left flank ¥ag anchored

on the raiiroad. .

The Ccnselidéted Brigede held the breasstworks wesi of ihe.ﬁéilrcadr
Major John ¥, Byron, with Colonel Crandell sbsent in cha?gé of the vickel
line, inspected the sector held by the Consolidated Brigade. He found
thaet the brigede’s righi rested near the gap in the works through which

the rallroad passed through a eut, A heavy growth of ?ine and underbrush

fronted the Consclidated Brigade's right and center, The timber‘had been
glashed to & depir of about 30 feet., On the left of the brigade,there was
an open field, and a tea yard opening in the woerks to allow for the passage
of the Dinwlddie sltage road between Eyron's unit and the right of Broady's
brigade, 7 | ’ |

Colonel Brosdy's bluecaats and the 4th New Terk Heavy Arti1leﬁyﬂ~gh

~ex-artillerists on the left--held the rifle-plts to the left of the
Ccnsolld ted Brigade. g

Upon occupyiﬂé the works, ¥iles put all his picresrs, rsinferced by
50-zxmen, Lo work slashing timber in front of the division and cutting
rosds behind the line to facilitate the moveient of $roops and ardillery, 9
Colonel Spearts cavalry brigade had spent the night at Malone's

Crossing., Strong cutposts watched the rosds leading from the Crossing
HE

N ST

Over at Holly Point Churchs Confederate Generals Heth snd ¥ileox had

rousted out thelr comb zady footsoldlers at an early howr. Ey € a.m.
the brigads cormanders reported that thelr troops were foraed snd anxiously

| awaiting the word to mové agalnst the foe, 1

Ssversl Hours earlier, Censrals Hill and Hempton had had en imporient
mecting el Monk's Neck Bridge. Hill told Hampion todivide his cavalyy corps.
The cavelry leadsr was o hit the Y@n}ecs exst of the Weldon Rallroad with

his main force, while the remsinder of his corps was to sereen ine advance




AN W N EE B EE G EE W AN SN EE EE BN B EE e
) R

:

of Hill's infantry loward Hesms! Sta*ian. Hampton made his plans accordingly.
General Barringer with Colonel william H. Cheek's North Carclina Brigeds was
to advance up the Halifax road toward Halone's Crossing; Colonsl J, Lucius
Davis' brigasde was to march vie Malone’s read, General PButler with two of
his three brigades (Rosserts and Young's) was to follow Davis! brigade as
it drove for Hzlone's Crossing. Dunovant!s brigade would be left to protect
the rear and flank of Hill's infantry. 12 '

 Word that something big was in the mill leaked out. The camps occupied
by Hémptoﬁ*s troopers wefe 2live on the night of the 24%h “with pre@araticn
for something 1ively in the near future.! Rations and ssmumition ware issued.
"Boots aﬂd Saddles” scunded about midnigint. After the brigede commanders had
mﬁstered their units, the colurms moved oui, 13

An hour before daylight Cclonel ¥Whits of tha 35th lewinia Cavalry

ca,led to Captain ¥yers:

A, P. Hill was coming down during the day to drive the
Yarkess away from Reams'; that Hampton was going to draw
their attention and amuse them until Hill could gest his
position; that the Colonel was going on a scout for Hamptom,

and would be gone all day, and that %yers was t o take charge
of the battalion.... 14

General Rosser scon rode up at the head of the Laursl Brigade. Spotting
Capiain Hyers, Rosser told him that he wanted "his people“ for duty as tne
advance guard.,

Myers replied thai he dida't "mind the h: 5 4 half as mﬂmh as he did
the being told of it so long beforehand.¥

Taking post at the head of the Laurel Brigsde, the Comanches headed
for the Mslone's bridge rendegvous. 17

After seeinz that all his men were in the saddle, Hamplon at 5 a.m.
said goodbye to General Hill, Hampton crossed the Rowanty at Malone's
bridge with his advance brigade-»bav3s!. A short distance beyond the
stream, trdopers of the ih Virgihia Cavalry surprised two of (olonel

'Spear's bluecoated eavelrymen "busily engaged in skinning =z éaw.“ Broppin

thelr kives, the Yankees tock to their heels, 16
Befors they had gone another hundred yards, the Virginians encountersd
several of Spear's picksts. Scatiered shots were exchanged; the Federals

fell back on their supports. The Union officer in charge posted hiz sen in

30




& sirong position and sent a messenger racing to alert Colonel Spear, It

was & ¢lelock when the courler Teached Malone's Crossing. Hounting his

‘herse, Spear headed for the point of denger. By the time the colensl had

rezched the readblock, Davis?! Virginians had errived im force, vy
‘Impressed by the strenzth of the Union positien, (olonel Davis

dismeunted s portion of his brigade, After a sharp {ight, the Federals gave

way; retlring up the road %o ¥zlene's Cressing, 43 scon as tney had resounted,

the Confederates pounded off after the Yanis, Spearis rear gusrd and the
Rebel vapguard were in constant contact s the Northerners pulled back;
leaving a nusber of dead and woundsd sprawled in the road. &
Keanwhlle, Cclonel Spear had sent one of his alides, Lisutenant John
¥e Soxd, to WaArn Genmeral Hancook thel Hamplen's cavalry had crossed the
Rowanty in force, and that nis cavalrymen were unzble 1o check the Rebs!
sdvance, 19 : | _ L .
Upca receiph of this nsws, Haneock sent orders for Qeneval Gibbon to
forg et aboul wrecking the railroad and drive the Rebel horsemen back across
Rowantby Creck. Relaying this infermation %o army heaqqnar%a?s, hancack

cbserved that the Confederates "show & prebty strong frenﬁ," but, he felt

‘it was %only cavalry.®n <0 | v

The head of Gibhen's division had rsachad a peint en the Halifex road
about thres-guarters of a mils south of Hosms! Station, whenm a staff officer
zslloped up and told Cibbon thai he was to march to Spear's asaistance,
Gibbon hslted his troops while making necessary dlﬁ ositlcﬂs Lo carry
out his new missien., QOeneral ﬁmyta was girested to deploy one of bis
best regiments zs gkirmishers to the right of the rallroazd. The skirslshere
were to be supported by 2 second reglaent. vaer&d‘ﬁy‘this force, Smyihls
brizade wag Yo push forward to Melons's Crossing, drive back the Confederates,
and procurs the entrsnching teols lefd there on the previous affjerneon oy
Hilss' blusccais.

In eompliancs with Gibbon'eg insiruct ticns, Sayth threw the lst Delaware
forward as skirmishers. Cne hundred yerds benlnd the Delawere regiment,

2lso devloyed as skirmishers, ceme the 12th dew Jersgy. Smyth‘albrigade,.
sposraesded by these two units, resused its mersh dowa the Helifax road,

Gibicnts other two brizades followed Seyih's column, <1

LI
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Colenel Spear, lesrning that Gibbon's division was en roube to bis
assistance, urgzed his Yroopers io held en. Ugon falling back td #alona's
Crossing, the Federal horsemen aad dismownted and tock position with thelr
left resting on & reilvoad cud and their right on sn old brick kiln, &3
the dismounted greyclads of the Jth Virginia Cavalry beat thedr way zhesad,

“they discovered that the Yanksss' left overlapped their right for s considersile

distanee, Colensl Richard L. T. Eeale of the g%h callsd for his msn Lo lie
22

-

doﬁn, while Colonel Davis called up the 10%a Virginiz.
‘When “aao“ Clewsns of the 10%h Virginie rods up, Colenel Davis told
hi“.to move hig troopers along the base of 2 kill and form on the right of
the 9ih Virginia., Hesnwhile, General Bempton had called Ffor artilisry. 4
section of guns manned by Melregor's Virglala Patiery rumblad up the recad
from ¥Halons's bridge. The cannonsers threw thely pleces inko battery.
Almest z3 soen 83 the trails siruck the ground, the horse ertillerists had
their pleces in acticn, A storm of shob and shell from the gugs helped
wmerve Spear's cutnumbered e comand, | '
Troopers of the 9th Virginles wers delizhted to hear the ¢ammons ard
ses the éeinforcements, Letbing go & "Hsbel Yell,® they charged the Federals
{men of the fst District of Colunbiaz Cawalry) holding the kiln, KHot wanting
to meet the bubtbernuts in hand-to-hand combat, the 1st Distriet of foluzbia
fled in "Gismay," receiving as 1t did an enfilading fire from the left, Nany

of the blueccaivs, fiﬂﬂiﬁb that they were & hindrance, drongeﬁ ntheir fine

rifles snd smwunition in the road.t Snear succesded in rallying end re-forming
his batiered comand cn thé high ground behind Smart's house. <3

Befors pushing on, the Confederate officers susterad their units and
lesrned that they had suffered about 15 cazualties in the engagement. 4

short distance beyond the (rossing, the scoubs sighbted "a larze body of

cavalry and led-horses” in a Field nna—half mile to tasir froat.  Colonel
Beale recalled, "The coportunity for 2 charge wWas the raresi we had s
and dz3ll's sgfairaﬁ, which was ks?t aluays mounted, and whigh carried cnlg
pistols and satres, was up snd ready fer the {ray.”

Hawpbon, who was with Coleasl Davis, told his trigade commander to
held up, pending the arrival of one of utler's rozinents, long belors the
reinforeing column arrived, Spsar's bluecoabed horsemen had disappeared into

Tman taen sl 2!
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Colonsl Cheek's Norith Carclinians, in the meantime, had crossed Rowanty -
Creek and Were a&véncing up the Halifax read, As he approached Malone's
Crossing, General Barringer, who was riding with Cheek, saw that Iavis!
VirgAnians had alresdy reashed that point. Barringer aécarﬁingly nad
Check's troogers crToss 4o the east of the railroad. <7

. pavis! trcopers hadn'i advanced very far beyend Malone's {rossing,
before the'cry, ®Yankes infentryl¥ reng out. A strong body of Unien
fool SOLﬁlﬂra could be ssen coming down the Halifsx read on ’?e double.
These troops belongsd Lo General Sayih's brigade.

General Smyth's infentry brigsde on approaching Malone's Crossing

found Spesr's cavalry in full retreat. As the Unicn skirmishers closed

in on Davis? greyclads, Smyth czlled for his skirmish line to make a
- left half-whesl. In the fece of this Union threat, Hampton shouted for

Davis 4o have his men dismcunt, There was a crackle of small~arms, as

the men in blue and in grey dlazed away. Smybh, seeing that both his
flanks were 2xpossd, send two companies of the 12th New Jersey scampering
to the left, while he called up the 108th New York. The Hew Yorkers were
formed to the risht their batile line nearly peorperdicular to the skirmish
line., About this time, two of MeGregor's guns began to haamer awsy at ¥

Yanks. 26

Gbserv1ng that Seyth was in contact with the Revels, Colonel Euzg
¢glled 2 halt. Two regiments (the 7th Miehigan and the 59th Hew York)
weve advanced to the left to feel for Confederates. Deployed as sklrmishers,
these two reglments kept pace with Smyth's troops west of the rallroszd,
Bugg formﬂd the remainder of his brigade into line of battle east of the
raiiread, but instead of edvancing thess troops held their grownd. 27

Vnen Meliregor's guners opened fire, severszl projecﬁiles'ffom thelr
rifleé pleces exploded in ‘the Heams Station earthworks. Captain Sleeper
of the 10th Massachuseiis ﬁattﬁr? called for Lieutenant H. H. Cranger.
The lieutensut was told to tzke a section of the guns and report Yo
Geners) Gibbon, Orders wers given for the right section to limber ny
its pieces. The artille?isté drove their guns down the Helifax roszd
a&out one mile, There, they'wer hailcd by General Gibbon. The gensral
told Grangsr to emplace his guns in a burned over field sbout 70 yards east
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enzayes Melrggor's rlfles. After ex;aﬁd*ng 48 rounde of emmunition, Granger's
men forced the greyelads to eease firing and shift their pieces, [During the
artillery dusl, & fragment from a bursiing Rebel shell cud the lieutenant's

bridle reins, <8

During the cannonade, fGenerals foszer and Putler had sab thelr herseg:
near Zelregor’s guns. A8 the shislls froz the {Gin Hassaehnsetta Batbery
whistled low overhecd, soms of the men were scen to duck, Oeneral futler
raﬁarged to Rosssr, "ihey are disposed to be rather familar this moraing,

Rosser answersd, "Yes, pcliinzss is in ordeér this moraing, bul den'd
bow teo low bsys, it dsa't beeoming. " '

Cne of the trocpers in the 35%h Virginia Cavalyy Eatialion, Henry
Simpson, overheard the general and exclalmed, *Yes it is; 1t's beccadng
little Soo desned hot here, i that's what you meen.®

¥ost of the boys agresd with Simpson. <7

Snybi's skirmishers weat of the rellrced drove in the Rebel vedsbles.
After advancing aboub ons—-half mile, the blusclads were checked by stiffening
reslstance, To geb his s tallsd ablack moving, Smyth shouted for L&cutznant
Colonel Bichard . Thompson of the 12th Hew Jersey to redeploy his righd

atbelien in close support of the Tst Telsware's skirmishers and charge.
A abaff officer at ithe pame time way aent to bring wo the re@aander of the
brigade, which had halted when MeGregor's guns'had cpened, A5 soon as the
colum f£iled inte posivion behind the skirmish line, the skirmishers charged
and drove Davis! dismounted Virglniens through & cornfield, across an open
f£icd¢, and into the plues beyond, | '

Hampton, sesing that Lavig' troopers were in trouble, czlled up twe of
Butler's brigades—-Rosgsr's and Youngls. Dleswounting and deploying inte line

£ battle on the yun, the febs posted themselves benind a rail fence and

anxiouzly awaibed the Union advance.

Smyih's skirsdshers, upon Qri?iﬁ& Favis' pleksls tnrouga the wocds
sizntzd a forzidsble balile line moving toward thew, The bluccodts retruauwd

to the erest of the rise cccupied prior to their advance. Hampton's dismcunted

"

amxs park way across the open field, and then retired

troopers followed the

4

into ths pines oud of wiieh they had sdvancad. A11 the while, Nclresor's

garmoneers continued t¢ hammer Lhe Fodersls, 30
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Gemcwa* uggth aﬁsﬂatc?eﬂ an azde Lo report waau had happeped o Gibron,
Within & few minutsa, the siaff officer returned and zaid that Gibbon wanted
the brigade %o press thes foe, "and ascertain, if possible, his force and
position.™ Yo diécharge this.missien, Smyth redeployed his brigade: ihe
7ih West Virginia Battalion, the 4ih Chio Batialion, and the lefy vabbalion
of the iLth Comnectlicut were ca 1led vp and massed in double’ ¢in& of battle.
”hé right battalion of the 12th New Jersey was posted en echelon to the leh
of the battle line, wn;le the right battalion of the ihth Connesticut was
aaployed as Sklf&iﬁh@“a ‘and pogizioned to the rignt and rear cf the Tih Hest
Vlrgznla. The 6$th and 106th Pennsylvenia were to support the forced
reconnaissance, , e

Smyth, a3 soon &8s his officers had completed thelr dispositions, waved
his troops forward. Sereened by the sikirmishers of the lsi Delaware, the
brigade sdvznced in line of battle parallel to, and, west of the railrocad.
Cnee agdin Hazpton's pickebs gave way. Although the Yanxs were expossd to
-artillery and small-arms fire, casuslties wers slight. After forging shesd
_about one-half mile, Smyth saw that 2 swamp lay across the line of march of

his right wing. A nusber of Rebs could be seen filing into position cn the
opposite sids of the morass, (onfederate resistance at the sarne time
stiffened all along the brigade front, Teking cognizance of the pnvs*cab
obstacle and the formidable force Hampton had-ﬁéééed to his frcas, Smgth
¢alled a halt, 3!

Hampten's butternuts in opposing the thrust by Smgih's golqiers
insticetively followed the directions General Butler had glven to one of
his colonels, who had requesisd reinforcements becsuse he was being
outflanked, "Welll Flank them back thent 32

Hampton at the time of Sayin's initial thrust had notified General
4. P. Hill that the bluccoabs hod rushed up their infsntry and had rscalled
their cavalry., In reporiting this iﬂformation to Hill, Hsmpion suggestc&

' thet since the Federals had sent a strung infantfj colunn against his
cavalrymen, the Confederate footscldisrs should promptly attack Esans?
Station. '

Cenerals Hampton, Dutler, and Rosser were sitting in the yard of
a farm hbuse, yhea a2 courier rode up with Hill's reply. OGlancing at the

ecrap of paper handed pim by the messenger, Hamplon 1 ragd thad Hilr was

1)
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maprshaling hie trocps, prepsratory 1o stiackiag. Meanwhile, he wanbed
Bampton 1o draw the ﬁniénis*s farther dowm the rellroad, so the infantry
could take them in the rear, 33 '

These were the taciies Hamphon n&&ezuﬁoyad in ccﬁing with Smythis
forced reconnaissancs., After falling back about 400 yards, Fampleon
dispatched 2 strong columm to bluff an assault on Smyth's right., Smyth
sgotted this foree and decided it would be uawise {o lsunch a frontal
stiack on Hempton's dlssmounted troopers. To mest the denger Lo his right,
Smyth called up end deployed the batialicn of the 10th New York. Iypessing
the MNew Yorkers, the greyeleds soughd to reach the Halifax yoad., I
succezsful, they would be eble to igolate and verhaps ssash Snyth's brigade.
Sugth wes slertsd to this danger in the mick of time,  Two regiments, the
1088h New York snd the 1sb Delaware, czme up on the doudle, tock position
to the lsf of the 10th YNew Yorx, and succesded In kesping the tutterauis
from sweeping arcund Suythts right and galaing the Haldfax road. 34
- Heanwhile, Chesk’s Horth Carolina Brigade charged the plekst line held
by the 13th Fennsylvania Cavalyy. imicn General Oregg had given ihe
Pennaleaﬂéane the tesk of wafcxing the coantrjs“qe betwesn Heams' Static
and the Jerussles plank raa&. The Feuﬁl horsexen broke through and reached
Jones Pole Swamp, east of the railrosd. Learning of this threat $o his
communieations, Oeneral Hancock sendt word for Hiles to be on the lookout,
iles told Colonel Brosdy to rush the 116th and 145th Pennsylvenie to the
cavalr¢‘s assistence. Accompanied by the 45h Pennsylvania Cavalry, the
footsoldiers hastened eastward, Hear Jones tole Swamp, the blueccats
encountersd Chesk and his Hordh Carclinisns, The Federals bested the
Csﬁf*”era+es, and the butbernuts retired on MHalone's Cressing.

Upon being sdvised thab Cnagﬁ s men had run into difficulty, Hauplon
sent word foy Gensyal narrlﬁger, who had ridden with Check, to pickzel strongly
the Fmmon's ¥ill rosd. After establisalng the rozdbloek, Parringer reporied
to Hemptenial Falonets urcduwnﬁ, davvinger and Cheoy showsd up st Huplon's
commeand vost jJust as Davis! and Duller's Lroopers wer 2 retlring in fs2e of
3xgth's advanca. fempbon hailed barringer end had hin dismcunt ong of Cheelt's

reginent sumthe 24 Horth fsrolina Cave
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Rebel cavalry spelled trcuhle,=re$olvad to rseall Gibbonts division, 4s
soon as the aide with this message reached his command post, Gibbon issued
orders for Fugg's and Murphy's brigades to retire into the Reams! Station
entrenchments, Smyth'é bluscoats for the time being were to heold their
ground and keep the Confederate horsesen from harassing thelr comrades 23
they tramped northward. 36 _ ' '

Murphyts brigade teok the lead-as the division pulled back. Reaching
Kezms' Staticn, Murphy's bluecoats filed into the newly construched Wlighi?
brsastworks east of the railroad, facing southeast. The raiircad'dumy
separated Murphy's left from the right of the 4th New York Heavy Artillery.
Rugg's soldiers, accompanied by Granger’s guns, réacﬁed'the Feams' 3tation
perimeter hard on Murghy's heels. The 7ih Michigan and the 59th New York,
which had been deployed as skirmishers, hag advanced in conjuncetion with

Smyth's brigade and were in contact with dismounted trcopers of the 2d North

Carolina enst of the railroad, The Horth Carclinisns hounded the Union

skirmishers as they retired. _

Before reaching'aeams"Statian, Colonel Rugg sent orders for the Tth
Kichigaﬁ and the 59th New York not to enter the earthworks. They were to
patrol the countryside from the reilroad on the west té Tucker's house on
the east, goneral Hancocek had Rugg post the remainder of his trocops on the

left of the breastworks oecupied by Hurphy's brigaﬁe.‘ Granger's gunners

remounted thelr two 3«inch rifles in the emplacement fream which they had
been withdrawn earlier in the daj. 37

vhile Gibbon's troops had been absent, Bancock had étudied the pifle-
pits coveringz the approsches to Reams' Station. The general decided that
it would be.ﬁise'to throw up a left "return." Working parties from Miles!

- division were turned to. %Scon,"one of the Yanks reported, "the intrenchments

were extended...across the Weldon and Halifax roads, then gradually bending

still further to our rear, crossed the Dinwiddie zrﬁtaggg7 rocd, and passing

through an extensive cornfield of stunted growth, terminated at the edge of

the wocds not far in rear of the church, thus ericompassing us on three gides.” 38
The left 'reiurn® was almost parallel with the right "retum.® HMHorgover,

a6 the fighting developed, the troops posted there would, to their horrer,

discover that they were within small-arms range of Confederaie troops

aszailing the rifis-pits west of the reilread. It was inlc these works tast
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- Gibbon's troops clambered.

About noon, Confederate troopers from Dunovani's irigade, who wers

covering Hill's advance, aitacked the plcket line manned by the 1éth

Pennaylvania Cavalry on the Dinwiddie siagse rosd, A sharp skirmish
T £

ensued, Gregg reinforced 1.0 the 16%h Pemnsylvaniz. The Coniedﬁ rates

fell back. _ :
Cenersl Miles, observing the firing to his fronit, recalled the two
regiments that he nad rushed {o assisi the cavalry in dealing with the

Ccnfederaia thwusﬁ inte the arsaz between Hesms!? Stat*OR and the Jerusslem

'plank roaf. To prevent the greyclads from again peneirating this sector

and getting possession of the rosds linking Besms® Station with the plank
road, Grezg reinforced the 13th Pennsylvania Cavalry with the 4th and 8th
Pennsylvanla, 39

Scon after Gregg had redaplodsd his horsemen, the Rebs again aasailed

the roadbleck west of Beams! Statlion manned by the 16th Pennsylvenia. This

time, the attackers were hard-bitten infantrymen., Hill's foolsoldiers
gquickly brushed aside the Union cavalry. The 16th ?ﬁnnsylvaﬁia retired
and took position on the left of Cibben's division. 40

| Previcusly, Gregz's chief surgecn, Ellas J, Earsh, had established his
field.hosyital at Emmons? house, ﬁarah, in making his selection, had bean
influenced by the shade tress, sodded ground, the ics-~house, and good well,
prereouisites for a field hosyital. Within a short time, casuaziiies begen

to arrive from the front. Surgaon Alexander H. Dougheriy, General Hancockl!s

medicsl director3 on visiting the site liked it so well that he issued orders
to set up the II Corps' field hospital alongside Marshis. Before Dougherty's

medies could do so,'General Hancook vetoed the plan., Cheek's Nerth Carclinians!

thrust toward the Dinwlddie stage road had satisfied Hancock that the fisld
hcs?itals, 1f allow £o remsin ab Emmons', might be capiured, The medical
personnel accordingly moved back into Oak Grove Church, &7

- General Kancock, léarning that Gregg's cavalry was retiring before
Confederate infantry, sent a staff officer gelloping with orders for Qeneral

>

Ciboon to reinforce Miles with one of his brigades, Since Fugg's Ist Brigade

‘hadn't had time to teske post on Murphy's left, Gibhon determined to rush it

to Miles, Colonel Pugg led his men northwasrd across the large corniisld o

the double,
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Prior to the arrival of Rugg's column, Miles hed ridden along his front.
He was diseppointed to see that his right flank unit, Lynch's brigade, held
such an extended front that the troops did not £i11 the works. The left and
center were better off in regard to manpower. Colonel Eroady on the left
center hed so many trocps im relation to his front thaet he was able %o hold
one regiment, the 148th Peﬁnsylvania, in reserve. Conmsequently, when Rugg
reporﬁeﬁ, Miles instruct ed him to post his. troops behind Larch’s brigade.
To protect themselves from the fire of Hebel sharpsnonters who had driven
in the Unien éavalry, Rugg's soldiers tock cover “beq1nd an embanloient on
the east side of the Weldon Railroad.® 42

As soon as Ccnfederate infantry was spotted, General Miles told Colonel
Lynch to have the 140th Pennsylvania make a forced reconnaissance, The
Permsylvanizns marched oub the road leading by Emmons? hcusé.3 Afper
advancing three«quartérm of a mile, and encountering no Johnniesz, Captain
Thomas Henry called a halt and established a roadblock. Skirmishers were
deployed to the left and contacu establishei wlth the right flapk of Milss!?
picket line, 43 |
- Miles! cutposts were.na more successful than Gregg's cavelry in stopping
the advance of the Hebel skirmishers. About | p.m. Miles® picke%s guarding
the Dinwiddie stage roasd took to their heels and came tumbling over the
breastworks. A number of bluecoats mamming posts on the 1éft of the picket
1ine were engulfed by the Confederate tide. Sincglonly a few shots had been

~heard, many men cf Miles' dlvision wondered what had occurred. Following
Cthe retreat of the outposts, Caplain Nelson Penfield of the Consolidated

Brigade called for 25 volunteers. These men were deployed in front of inhe

'breasﬁworks'held by the brigade and told to give"timely warning"of the

approzch of any Rebsl battle 11ﬁes.

Unknewn to Captain Penfleld, Colonel Broady of the ch Brlvads hed taken
charge of the left wing of the Consolidated Erigade, Broady called for
Lieutenant Ceorge Mitchell to deploy and throw forward as skirmishers threoe
regimenis—-the 111th, 125th, and 126th New York. . Leaving the protection
afforded by the rifle-~pits, the Hew Yorkers advanced into the-pineé to their
frent, As they ¢id, they dro?g back Confederate gharpshocters and esatablished
contasiy on the left with pickéts.from the 148th Pernsylvania, which had advanced

&t the same time, end cn the righit with soldiers manning Lynch's cubposts, By
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2 Pellle Mlles' troops had plugged all the gaps in their picket line, &4
The historian of the 10th ﬁassachusetts Battery chrenicled these eventst

About noon, as we were Brepa“1ng dinner, a crash of
small arms broke out in front, and direcily our cavalry
pickets (Fivrst Mains) came dashing Turicusly back over
the Dinwiddie rozd into the line,..riding as recklessly
as if the whole Rebel army was at their heels, HNeveritheless
our skirmishers maintained thelr ground, and we sant a few
shells down. the road, after which affairs were quister for
a while, But we felt a erisis to be approaching, Our itroops
seemed 10 have besn concentrated in a small spacs, and the
enamy were drawing their lines closer about us, We spent
a part of our leisure in anathematizing the powers that
kept us here llable to be gobbled tp, when the object of
our coming was s imply to take part in rendering the
railroad still further useless, which objest we understood
had besn accomplished. The idea generally cbiained among
the men that Ceneral Hancock remained of his own volitlion,
expecting 2 triuwsmph of his arms if attacked....

At the right of the Battery, where the rozd to
Dinwiddie issued through the line, an opening had been
left for the free pessage of troops, but 2% the first
hostile shot; a hasty barricade cf logs and brush was
thrown across it, and afterwards a thln line of infantry
was deployed along the works, 45

In this skirmishing, the Yanks captured two greyclads, The Southerners,
upon beiung quéstioueé, claimed'that "all of Hemplon's cavalry and part of
Hill's corps" had bee sent ageinst the II Corps. Cne of the butternuls
admitted that he belonged to Heth's division. 46 | |

| When he relayed this informetion to General Heade, Hangcock wrote, "The
enemy have been feeling all arcund me and are now cheering in my'frOnt,
advaneing and driﬁing in my skirmighers.®" Hancock felt that the Rebels
would probebly send & column sweeping scross the railroad to interpose
betwsen his and Warren's corps. To carry out such a moverent, Hancoek
believed, the Confederates would by maintaining heavy pressure to his

front endesvor to keep nis troops pinned in the Feams' Station breastworks, 47

Powell K41l had mubl his infaniry cclumns in ﬁetlcn at 8 a.m. Sersecned
by cne of Duncvant's cavalyy regimenis, the fcotsoldiers cressed ihe Dowenty

5% Monk's Neck Eridge, & halt was cslled. After resiing for two hours,
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Hill's command turned into the Dinwiddie stage road and headed for Reams!
Station. : _ ' _ .
About ncon, Hill agein called a stop, and, after talking with his

scouts, bsgan deploying his brigades, Erigadier General Samuel MeCowan's

brigade was sent into the pines south of the stage road to establish conbzct
with Hampion's cava_ty Three brigades (Seales?, Lane's, and Aﬁéeraon s}
were marshaled in the woods norih of the stage road, with a visw to abtlacking
the northwest angle of the Reams! Station per;metel. 48 _
 While the brigades were forming, Brigasdier General Alfred ¥. Scales
sent hls sharpshecters led by Major Johan D. Ycung forward. Youngls greyelads
hsad en@aged the Unicon outpests by the time ﬁchwan 5 sharpsheoters headed by
{fajor ¥. S. Dunlop moved out, Dunlop’s was to *cover and support Young while
he disposed of the Fadersl cavalry in his front,®
Dunlop's batialicon took post about 75 yards in rear of Young's line.
As the Confederateéucrked thelir way cautiously ahesd, Yenks were discoversd
in force, Their picket line overlapped Young'!s batialicn for a as far as the
eye could seé, Duriop waved his sharnshooters into pcsition en Young's righi; and
nthe two battaliens advanced slowdy through tna pines. Letting go a yell, the
Confederates cherged, 49
Just as Dunlop’s and Young's uharﬂsﬁooters started forward, Ceneral
HCuowan rushed the lst Scuth ‘Carolina Rifles and the 13th South Caroclina to
their support. 50
The Confederate sherpsﬁoo ters clashed with Miles' pickets. - Lieutenant

f

Mitchell; sighting the cncoming greyclads, called for his Hew Yorkers to
charge, With a shout, the men of the 11Jth, 125th, and 126th Bew Lork surged
through the pines. At the same time, Dunlop's sharpsheoters had established
contact with the 148th Pennsylvania on the Hew Yorkers' left. The greyclads
sent the Pennsylvanians fleeing back toward the rifle-pits, Meomenis later,
Lynch's pickets, unknown to the New Yorkers, took to their hsels, The three
New York regiments held thelr ground in the pines in front of the right flank
of the Consolideted Brigade,'while Cenfederates advancsed to their right znd
left. |

70 take advantiage of the confusion engendered by the retrest of the Union
dier Generals Georze T. fnderson and Alfred Scales led their

18
cheering bvattle lines forward, Anderson's Georglans con ths Confedervatc rizht
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sdvanced through "éparse wocds.® Scales! North Carclinians on the left wers
in a heavy growth of pine, Two regimenis of Lane's brigade (At this stage
of the conflict, Brigadier General James Conner was in charge of Lane's
North Carolinians.) advenced en echelon on Scales! left,

As they emerged from the timber and enter&é the abatis, the Confederates
sighted the breastworks to their front, At first, many of the.blueclads of
Broady's and the Consolidated brigades had to hold fire, because their
réﬁreating comrades wera in the way. After vwhabt seemed ages, the last of

the pickets came diving into the rifle-pits, ¥ith their front no longer

_ obstrucied, the Yanks blazed away. The buiternuls pointed their malin thrust

at tne works held by the rigﬁt flank of Broedy's command and the left of the
Censolidated Brigads. Although subjected to a_gallihg fire, the butternuts
came on. Before being checksd and hurled basek, some of the rugged Horth
Carolinians end Gsorglsns had penetrated to within 30 yards of the brsastworks,
During this attack,Ceneral Hill, who had not been feesling well, fownd
that the haat of the day was aggravating his condition. He dismounted and
1ay down on the ground in front of the Union enbreachments, turning over
tactical command of the troops to Generallw11cox, 52
Within the hour, ¥Wilcox had re-formed his command. Vhile Wilcox was
reparing for a new oanslaught, the sharpshooters of Young's and Dunleop's
battalions took cover behind a rise, about 400 yards west of the breastworks.
Major Cunlop recalled: '
Qur line lay just back of the crsst, from which we deliversd
cur fire, and which offered us falr protection from thelr guns.
The line of batile / Wilcox's 7 lay some é00 yards behind us in
the wood, Here, deliberately, but without malice, planning
the destruction of their enemies; the sharpshooters carefully
estimated the distance between the lines, the depression of
the ground where the enemy lay, the course the ball would
take in its trajectory flight, and the exact point where ii
would cut the line of fire; then adjusting their sighis
accordingly, they entered upon the work in hand,
At the command the entire batialion stepped forward to
the crest and delivered & volley, then dropped back to load.
The enexy responded from the lengih of thelr line with muskeb
and gun in full chorus, falirly raking the crest of the ridge
with shot and shell and the desdly minnie [ sic /. 53
Satisfied that his sharpshcoters had softened up the Union line, Wilcox

told his brizade commanders to send thelr men forward. COnce agsin, the
Confederstes in double line of batile swept forward, Coverszd by 2 sireng

~
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skirsish ling, ¥ileex's sturdy Tighters deobouched from the tvimber, The
cebels this bime almed their blow o little farther to the right and sgainst

. the rifle-piis held by Eroady's soldiers. Through the abatls the bubternuls
surged, 48 if the froptsl fire deliveved by Fpoady's Blusenats weren'd bad
encugh, the Southerners foumd themselves sxsosed to an oblliqus fire from the
rifle~pits defended by the hth Hew Tork Heawy Artillery to thedir lefy and 3he
Consolidated Prigads to their right. Sevepal of the Johnnigs drove to within
thres yards of the bressiwerks befors being cul down. fepulssd, the bulbernuls

£oll back into the pines flaaking the Dlawlddie stsge rosd 5k

¥

1

. While ¥Wilcox's attack was at its epogee, sharpshoolers from Mel
brizede rosted thaaselves in the edge of ihe dmase pine
of the 10th Hassachussiis Batbery, and in the cornfleld and bulidinge scuth
of the Dinwlddie stage road. Panglng away, the snipera'cancaﬂﬁ?—tsd on the
teams used o pvli tne limbers. Within a few minubes, every horse in WO
teans had been hit, scme 23 many as five or six bimes, Gagteln Sieeper, as
he was ri&ing slowly siomg in resr of the gunss was shot in the arm, AL firsts
the capiein refused to lsave ﬁhe;field,'hu% aftar about 30 minutes the paln
became so acute théﬁ ne had to be assisted to the hospital, Lieutenan

S

Oranser toolk chargs of the battery, 53
Battery historisn John 5. Bllliags recovded:

Then Privete Joan T. Goodwin, 2 driver ou lhe First
pieca, falls, shot through the shoulder. He calls lowdly
for help, and being assisted lo srise makes rapidly to the
vear, Cherles A. Mepon, & driver belonging to the Fourth
gun, is shot in the top of the hesd as he lies £lat on his
face by the side of his horses. For a time he dees not
move and 211 think him dead; but afterwards, at intervals,
he utters most pitiful walls of agony. Finding life s0311
pepsisting tenacisusly, twe ol the gun's erew bring him
under cover of the works oud of furiher danger. William
Foster, driver on the Firsi plece, sleo reacives gz wound
in the hszd, the bullsh ploughing 2 perfech furrow from
front to rear of the sealp. _ : '

Yords fail to convey an adequats ides of the fortiituds
displayed by our horses. Stepding oub in bold relied -
the sliznt earthwork, in teams of slx, thay were nebtursliy
a prowinent targst for Redel bullets, and the pezuligr 4121
thud of these, at shert intsprvels; told elther that ano her
animsl had Fellen n victim Lo the enay's fi o,
frequeatly the case, thab one glrsedy hib we
Some of tne norses wewrld £zl whea atruck by the I
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additional injuries. Frequently a ball would enter a
horses's neck, with the effect only of causing him to
shake his hend a few times, as if pestered by a fiy,
after which he would stﬁnd as quietly as il nothing

had happened., I remember seeing one pole-horse shot

in the leg~~the bone ev1aertly fractured—and go down
in a heap, then, all cumbersd as he was with harness
and limber, he scrambled up and stood on three legs.
It was & szd sizht to see a single horse left standing,
-with his five asgcc1atas lying dead or dying around '
hm.... 50 :

The 10tn ﬁassacbuéetta Battery in i%s turn sh2lled the woods, cornfield,
and buildings vhich sheltered .4ts tormentors. 57

Following the repulse of Wilcox's second assault, General Miles responded
to Lieutenant Grangerts call for help, Skirmishers were thrown cub to drive
back the sharpshoclers, to wateh the Confederates' movements, and pick up
prisoners. Several Georglens identifying themseives as members of General
Anderszon's brigade were diszrmed and brought in. 58

Union officers on the skirnish line reported the Rebels emplacing a
batter ry and massing troops in the pines. Miles sént inztructions for
Lieutenant Dauchy of the 12th New York Battery to turn his 3-inch pifles
on the woods west of the railrosd, The cannoneers searched the woods with
5011d shot and shell, 59

¥eanwhile, word had filtered into Hiles’ ¢ ommand post that the thres
Hew York reglments stil1l held the line of outposts in fromt of the Consclidated
Brigada-. A staff officer, Captain John B, Noyes, was sent Yto ascertazin how
far in the wocds in front was the SilrmlSH line, and whether it covered the
whole front of the brigade.® He soon returnsd and reported that the left of
the Consolidated Lrigade was unprobected by pickets, but that its right was
covered, Colonel Broady therecupon told (aptain Noyes to have the three New
York regiments, in concert wita ILynch's plckets on their righit, execute a
left half-wheel and plnpcint the Confederates, It was only then that the
people at ¥iles' comaand post learned that theve was no connscticn betwesn
the coutposis menned by the New Yorxers and Lyneh's brigade.

When ¥iles invsstizsted, he learned the.withdrawal of the thrse New York
reziments had seriously waakened the Consolidated Brigade. The brzastworks
currsntly held by the Conselidated Br zade were defended "by only a single

lins of men, in some plzcez ab the Intervel of a pace apart,’ To covrect
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this situation partially, Colonel Broady rushed the 148th ?ennsylVania to
asslst the Consolidated Brigade. The Pennsylvanians toox pesition to the
lefy and rear of the brigade. 60 - '
General Smyth atb 2'p.m, received orders to recall his brigade and
rejoin Gibbonts division behind the Reams' Station earthworks. Althcugh niz
troops were shelled by ﬁcGregof‘s Battery, Smyth succeeded in dlsengaging
them "in good order and without loss.," The column reached Remus! Station a
few minubes after Yiles! troopz west of the railroad had hurled back Wilcox's
geegond assault,  Marching via the Halifsx road and then through the wocds,
the brigade, in compliance with Gibben's instructions, filed 1nto position

on the left of the rlfle-pats held by Murphy'!s brigade. Smyth's main line

" of resistance passed along the crest of a hill end throubh a cornfleld. The

brigade's left rested near Jones Hole Swamp, while ihe Lth Chioc Battalicn wuas
deployed and manned a pickst line beycnd the 8tage rosd., As soon as Smjth
had marked out the line to be defended by his command, the troops wers put
to work erecting breabtworks. é1
" ¥hen the Confederates made thelr flrst attack on Miles! d1v1¢10n,

General (regg dismounted tuo (the 1st Maine and the ist District of Columbia)

of his three regiments posted in Jones Hole Swamp. Troopers of the 15t Maine

were stationed in the swsmp, the 16th Pennsylvania on the Maine men's rivht
sat their horses::~§he st District of Colhmbla toock position behind a hastily
constructed work on a hillock, somewhat advanced and to the left of the ground
subsequently occupied by S&yth's footsoldiers. 4 squadron of the 11th
Pennsylvania was advanced as vedettes in front-éfithis-work., In case the '
Rebels devouchsd from the woods southeast of Reams! Station, the pickeﬁs

were to alert Gregz to the danger, 62

* ¥ £

Shortly before Wilcox's second attack, Capbain 5114am ¥, Sanders resched
Hancock!s heé&%ﬁégféfSVfith a message General HMeade had posted at 1 ofelock.
Unfolding and reading the dispateh, Hancoex learned that his army commander
hed been notified by Warven of the thrust by Chssk'ls Nerth Carclina horscaen

which had broken throuzh Gragg's cavalry screen essi of Reams! Staticn, In
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view of this development, Meazde had ordered Brigadier General Greshom Moti

to rush all his available troops to his corps commander's assistance, Mott's

column was tc move via the Jerusalem plank road to the Dinwiddie Stage road.
A1 information reaching Meade's headquarters seemed o indicate that

the Rebels were seizing the initiative, and would either assall Hancock or

Winterpose’ betwszen the II and V Corps. Under these circﬁiéiancés, Meade

Was satisfied that it would be impossikle fer the Federals to "do much more

damage %o the reilroad." Hancock was to use his own judgment about

withdrawing his command and resuming his former position on the left and

rear of the V'Cbrpé. 63 | R | |

Before returning, Captain Sanders asked Hancock if the Halifex road

_north to Globe Tavern was open. Hancock assured him that it was, When

he left Hancock's command post, Sanders tock that road. A
Strange as it seems, although the field telegraph had been in operation

between army headguarters and Reams' Station since 11:45, General Meade, till

65

At 2:45 Hencock telegraphed ieade., Since the Confederates seemed

7:30 p.m., continued to send all his messages by staff officers,

determined to prevent further destruction of the Weldon Railroad, Hancock

was satisfied there was no necessity for his corps to remain at Reams!
Station, and that it was lmportant that he rejoin Warren. But with his

troops "closely engsged," Hancock didn't feel he could "withdraw safely

at this time.®™ It was his opinion that his troops should bé pulled out cfithe
Reams! Station earthworks as soon as it was dark, provided.they weren't dri#en
out before, | . . | .

At the moment, Hancock assured Meade, everything locked promising, except
thét having placed his corps in Man inclosed positien," the Confederates were
"liable” to push a column through the gap separating the II and V Corps.
Conseqﬁently, Warren had best be on the lockoub to his lelt an& rear till.
such time as the II Corps had made "a practicable connection with him."

Meanwhile, Hancock promised to utilize his cavelry to keep the Rebels off

£,
the Jerusalem plank rosd, A copy of this dispateh was forwarded to Warren, 66

Hencoclk at 3:30, following the repulse of ¥ilcox's second thrusi,
notified Meade that so far prisoners had been taken belonging to Wilcox's
division and Hampton's Cavalry Corps, Cne of the Jomnnies had told his

interrogators that A, P, Hill was on the field, Except for shots exchanged
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Ten minutes later, Hancock communicated to Meade details of kilcox's

by opposing pickets, the fighting for the moment had died down,

second thrust, becording to officers at the front, the greyclads had
advanced without firing a shot; prisoners had been taken within 15 paces of
the breastworks, 68
A Tew minutes after L o'clock, Captain Frederick Rosencranitz reached
Reams! Station with a letter Genersl Meade had drafted 75 minutes before.
Heade wénted Hancoek ﬁo imow that he had just issued orders for Erigedier
General Crlando B, ¥illcox!s divislen of the IX Corps to mareh to Reams!
Staticn. Like Moti's blueclads, Willcox's were 1o follow the Jerusalem
plank proad. Willcox was to be acccmpénied by socme artillery. It was
hoped at army hezdquariers that Hancoak.would gi#e the Rebs a good thrashing.
Ceneral iHeade obszerved that the only thing he feered was that the fee
mizht interpose between the II Corps and Warren, Some of Warren's troops
were being held in reserve to guard against this continQEﬂcy. It was this
_appreheasion that had induced Meade to. send Mett and Willcoi'by the plank
road instead of down the Halifax road. 69 But via the plank road, Willcox's
line of march was 12 miles, whereas had he gone by the Halifax road, which
remained unblocked and opén tlll Polte, the IX Corps division would have
had not more than five miles to travel, Tnis would have enasbled Willcox's
column 1o reach Reams! Staticn by half-past four or five., By mansging his
movements sklllfull;, Willcox might have been able to fall upon the Confederates!
left flank or rear, (O
Hancock at 4115 acknowledged the message he had just recelved from NMeade,
on doing 80, the II Corps commander warned that he feared it would be too late
when #illcox arrlved for nis IX Corps troops to serve any practical purpose.
Hevertheless, he had deaennlned to call up Willcox's divisien, Hancock in
closing wrote, "I desire £0 kno%_as soon as possible whether you wish me to
retire from this stztion to-night in case we get through safe,” 71
Fifteen minutes later, Hancock télegrayhed Heade than zn examination
of the area satisfied him that the Rebels could net turn his right without
making 2 sweeping detour via Vaughan rcad. Becsuss of the late hour, Hancock

believed this would be impossible to undertake in the time remsining before

H

darkness blsnketed the area, - The right of his defense line, Hancock inforaed

his superior, extended nearly to Jones Hole S wzap, which was impassablz to

7
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to troops advancing in line of batile, Hancock at the same time was "more
apprehensive™ about his left, A4s it was late, howéver, the Southerners
would have to meke "vivérous use? of the hours lefi, if they hc@ed te zain
an advantage in that sector. 72

Hancoeck at L:L5 reported to Meade that aCﬁordlng to his scouts, the Rebe
had established a line from the left of the Reams! Station perlmeter, covering
the railroad and the roads to Dinwiddie and Stony Creek, Hancoek could hear
chopping, and he reasoned that the butternuis must be strengthening thelr
positicn by felling timper. Hié pleksis, however, reported the fonfederates
moving artillery into pesition; a certain indication that another atlack was
about to begin, 73

As scon as he learned that hillcox’s division had been crdsred dewn ithe
Jerusalen plank road, Hancock sent one of his staff officers, Capiain Jomn
McEntee, "to conduct it up.™ Aboul 5 o'clock Major John Willian rode up

and told Hancock that Moti's "flying column," 1,700 sirong, had reached the

- place where the Dinwiddie stage road branched off from the Jerusalem plank

road, 74

Chief of Staff Humphreys,_upon learning that Bebel cavalry had broken
through Gregg's picket liﬁe east of the Weldon Reilroad, telegraphed General
Mott at 12:45: Mottt was to alert the troops of his division "iﬁ the large
redoubt and aleng the jntrenchments to the Strong house® 1o gel under arms.
Tnese men were to be ready td move in any direction, 75 |

' Pifty minutes later, Hesde issued instructions for Mott to rush all his
available troops down the plank road to its intersection with the Dimviddie
sitage roéd. Tae #flying columm® would be joined by one of the XI Corps
batieries parked at wWilliams' house, As soon as the "flying column“ reachead
the d981vnated intersection, the officer in charge was to cow Lnlcate with
General Hancock. 76

General Hott prompily placed Colonsl Robert Mcéllister in charze of the
nflying column,” which consisted of the 3d Brigzade and part of the 24 Brigeade
of the Third Division. As directed, these men wers pulled out of big redoubt

(Fort Davis) and rifle-pits west of the plank rcad, Notifying Genoral Humphreys

42




of wha' be had done, Mott announced taat he planned to redeploy men from his

R

tst Brigade to hold Fort Davis, and use the enginéers to hold the snirenchments
conneebing with the IX Corps at the Strong house, 77 '

By 2 p.m, MeAllister had ﬁaSsed his eclumn near Jones' house, After
beinz joined by a L0-man detachwment from the 3d Pennsylvania Cayalfy,
Hedllister pubt his command in motion, The troops, as directed, proceedad
dosn the Jerusalem plank road to the intersection with the Dinwiddie Siage
road. On his arrivel at the Junction, McAlliéter massed his soldiers o
the rlanu and left of the plank road, while he sent agor Willian to repord
his position to General Harcocx 78

Before Major Illllnn returned, General ﬁeade, accompanied by s large |
cavalcade of staff officers, rcde up, Meade told McAllister "iLo tske a
good position® and daploy his cemmand across the plenk road.  After
recormoitering the aves, McAllister found ground to his liking about a mile
south of the intersecticn. Yhen he deployed his tronns, Medllister threw a
cavalry screen cut toward the Blackwater, 17

Meanuhile, Hancock had been questioning Major Willien. The aide told
Haneock that by'the time he reéported back to Colonel Ncﬁlliéter, Willeox's
division would have passed'through the intersection and have turned into
¢he Dinwiddie stage rosd, Hancoek directed Willian to rejoin ¥cAllister,
and tell him to pest his troops "well down the plank road" in case
Confederate cavalry turned the II Corps' lefi. MecAllister was to have his
people arrest all stragglers and organize them into regiments, €0 |

General Humoureys at 12:45 had cautioned CGenersl Pazke to get his men
"ynder arms,? 81 Fcrty—zlve minutes later, Genersl Meade, who at that time
was visiting Warren 8 headquartera at (lobe Tavern, got in touch with Parke,
“The 1X Corps commanéér was informed that ¥ott had been directed to rush a
nflying columm® down the plank road. Moit's troops were to proisclt Hancock's
-flank and rear irom the kebhel cavalry. Besides agvising Parke that one of
the 1¥ Corpa batteries would accoﬁcany Mobt, Meade told Parke to get two of

his d‘VlS’Cﬂs thdte's and Willeox's ready to march, 82

At 2:30 ¥eade telegrprhed Parke to start ¥illeox's dlvision down the
plank read. Willeox's bluecoszts were to take pesition on the plank road

‘at Shay'!s Tavern. Upon reacning the tavern, ¥illeox was Lo cenbact HancocH.

49
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The Third Division cn taking the field would be accompanied by three
o batterles 83
v Since his division was being he?d in reserve, ¥Willeox encountered no
trouble in getting his men ready to march. The column started promptly and
passed Gurléy’s house at 3:30. Moving for the most part croés—coun;; s
Willcoxfs division, after'a five mile tramp, came out on the plank road.
Soon afteér the vanguard ceme oub on the plank road, Captain MeEntee halled
Willecox and handed him & note signed by Hancock. Looking at ihe message,
Willcox learned that he was to march his division Yrapidly® (o Rzams’
Station, Willcox guestioned McEntes and found that he was five miles from
his goal. 8, |

As Willcox neared Shay's Tavern, he encountered the alde entrusted with
the instructions for MeAllister to employ his soldiers to arrest II Corps
strazglers, - The stafl offlcer was somewhat confused and handed the message
to Willcox, The IX Corps general, not sesing that the note was addressed %o
MeAllister, deployed his leading regiment as skirmishers, Colonel Willian
Humphrey's 2d Brigade was formed:into battle line across the Dinwiddie -Sage
road, Hardly had Willcox made these dispositions, before a_large nuzber of
g panic~stricken bluecoats, including a number of officers, were sizhted bearing
down on the IX Corps strgggler line. Within a few moments, the road leading

westward to Reams' Station wag filled with sclﬁiers, wagons, and ambulances, 59

General Miles,-following.thé re?ulse of the seb§nd ReBel attack on his
front, was satisfied by what he heard and the reporis brought in by his scouts
that the foe was shifting toward his right. So far, the Unlon picket line in
that sector had not been disturbed., Beyond i¥iles! right flank, Lyneh's pickets
were In tOuCﬂ with the line of outposts held by Stedman's cavalry brigade.

About this time, Colonel Fugz, whose br¢gade earlier in the afterncon
had been rushed to bolster the Union right, was redeployed, FRugg with five
of his regiments (the 20th Massachusetts, the lsi Minnesota, the 152d New
York, the {&4th Pennsylvania, and the 36th Wisconsin) revorted to General
1iles; the 19th Maine and the 19th HaSaacndqetﬁs joined Colouel Huruhy.

K}

Murpiy ubilized these two units to hold some Fslight” rifle=piis on & rise




between the left of his brigade and Smyth*s right.

Rugg's numerically strongest regiment (the 152d New York) was given a
_special assignment by'Milés. decompanied by Miles'! inspector general,
Captein Hérlin, the New Yorkers marched up the railroad dume. A short
distancs bsyond the breastworks, they took positicn near a white house,

In case the Johnnies sought to tura the Uonion right, ﬁarlin was to depley
the men behlnd the rallresd embankizent and delay thelr advance. 1T, however,
the nexdt fonfader ow fell on the angle held by the Consolidated Brigade,
the 1524 New York waz to whesl to the left, and reiufcrced by Lynch’s
skirmishers, fall upcs the atbackers' flank and rear. 86

So certain was Miles that the Southernerswould attack the angle that
he called on Lisubenant Dauchy of the 12th ¥ew York Battery to send him one
of his 12-pounder guns, The Napolecn was emplaced to bear on the pelnt where
the railrcad and Halifax rozd passed oul of the works at the nortiwest angle.
Dauchy sent Lieutenant Henry s Browsr, a brave and capable artillerist, with
the gun,  As als coumradss recalled, Ercower seemed to have a prémoniiicn that
he would not re;urq. As he was riding away, he tock out his watcn and handed
it to the carrier of the guidon, "a fine young soldier and protene of his,
and then, thinking apparently that such an aci sevored of weakness, replaced
1t in his pocket.?

| A litile later, Captain Sleepar of the 10th zaqsaanseuts attery roede
by. Holding nls wounded arm, tna cabtaln called "gaily™ &8 he passed, “Thlr%J'
days leave," 87 _

Because of the precautions he had taken, the concentration of a strong
ressrve (Rugg and his four regiments) behind the Consolidated Brigade, the
position occcupied by Harlin's combat team, aﬁd Browepr's Napolson, Hilss felt
confident of holding his position. .

General Heth had now reachsd the field with Cooke's and Machae's Xorih
Carolina brigades., Mahous's commend {Welsiger's and King's brigades) were still on

the road. With Heth cames 12 of Coler l.Psgramfa ZUns, "11 84111l was
he ?1ngl shtack vhich

cgq

indisposed, so Hedh Passumsd the arrangenents for
i)

it was resoclved should be made; to turn the Confelerabe repulss into vietory.®

N

Like Wileox, Hetn sglectad the norithwest snzle of the Reams'! Staticn
3 o

P

periueter as the spob Lo be assailed.

- . R - .




After Pesram had recornoitered the area, hls cannoneers unlimbered their
12 zuns, The artillerists, screened by the eonfiguration of the terrain,
manhandled t%eir pieces across a bog to within 300 yards of the wesisarn
face of the Reams! Station perimeter,

while the cannonesrs wepre emplacing and masking thelr guns, in a2 lot
covered with second growkh plnes, Heth redsployed bis infentry. Thrﬂe of
HeGowan's regiments (the Ist, 12th, and 14th South Carclinz) were recalled
from soutn of the Dinwiddie stage road, Hetht!s column of attack weould consist
- of three Nortk Carclina vrléaae$—~iene's, Cockea's, and #acRae's. The Norih
Carclinians wers to be supuorted by éndersca 5 Georgians end the Iat, 12th,
snd thth Soulh Carolina of thowan's origadp. HeGowan's two other reglf&nts,
the 18t Bifles and the 13th South Carclina, wers to assisi Hampton's cavalry
in an assauld on the left ¥Yreturn.™

In front of Lene's brigade oa the left and focke’s in the center was the
Federal abatis. kacn&e‘s Yepth Carolinians on_tne right would be called on
to cross sn open fisld, As Brigadier Genersl William MecRae formed his battle
line in the edge of the pines, he walked in front and told his soldiers that
“he knew they would go over the works, and that he wished thea to do so
without firing 2 zun.“ ' o

PALL right, General, we will go there," was the reply.

A participant rscallsd that the men were "in nigh spirits, Jesting and
laughing, and ready to move on an instsnt's notice n 88

General Mackae's sharpshooters under Lieutenant Kyle were advanced and
took position alongside Dunlop's asnd Young's marksmen. The Rebel snipers
focused their attenticn on the Federal batteries, &7

By 5 o'clock the Confederaiss had completed thelir preparsticns, laea
Genersl Heth gave the word, a signal gun was discharged. Within & few
mements, all of Pegram's guns were in action, Although ihe borbardment did
1itils physical damaze to the brsasiworks and inflicted few casualtles, it
had serlous repercussions smeong bhe troops of Gibbon's division peated sast

of the railrcad, Beczuss of the faulty location of the works in this Sector,_

the Bebel canncneers were able to reks the men as they crcuched bendind thelr
licht broastworks of redils and earth wiin 2 reverse fire. To eacape ithe
vrerrific shower of shell and solid shoi,® Giobo 's soldiers hugzged the
ground and pumbled thelr prayers. 90
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Several Unien aridillerists tracked the Confederate projectiles anc
correctly deduced Lhat the butbernubs were smploying 12 guns in en sffort
to soften up the Repss! Station perimeter. At the time that the shelling
commencad, the gunners of the 3d New Jersey Bathery had emplagsed thelr
four piﬁces in 2 Swenty asre cornfield behind the staliem site, Two
Confederate batberies concentratazd on kuocking oub the Iew Jersey bablery,

Captain Wosyner had his men return the Rebels' fire with what he cailed
nzocd effect, silencing several of their pleces.” e

It was reporisd jo Hancock thad the Jehnnles were massing a heavy
cgluma of imfantry iz the piney 00 yards west of the failrcaé. Hancoel
sent word for Lisulenant Dauchy bto employ three of hie Hapoleons in an
attexpt to disperss this force. The New Yorkers hasnered the targel area
with shob and shell, 92

Two of the four unlcn bajteries, the 10th Hassachusebis and the

Consclidated Fhede Island wnld, resained sllent during the camonade, Lne

!-vx

slanders had to take cover, besanse the ﬁsﬁfederates ware oable Lo
enfilade thelp positicn. 93

At the end of 15 minutes, Pegram’'s guns fell silent.

General Heth walked out in front of his line and orcered Idewbenant

B, C. Waddell of the {1th Horth Carolina "to sand back %o the meln line &

ﬂ.

bring a resimental fleg." Waddell relurned with thwo color-bearer—Iinonaes
Minton--0f the 26th North Carolina of Lane’s brigede. Heth deaanded the
flo3. | o |

Hinton refused Lo hend it over, saying, “u@%&?&;, tell me where you wani
the flag $0 go end I will take it, I won't surrender up my colors.”

| Heth repeated his demand, and was again rsfused.

Teking ¥inton by the ara, the genersl said, fCome on then, we will earry
the colore together.®

Hetn then gave the signal to charge by waving ths flsg
1efs.  Ab this, the sstirs line lei go 2 yell and sbarted for

Lane's and Cooke's brigades wmoved off Iirst and wo
neavy Tire of bobh mmskebry and artillery.® &s the sh
Inban a}ug, Geonersl Macliee,

¥
pis Adjutant-Jeneral, fanstalnm Lou

PR o ot . bt -
CTEeTS.4,0% Suaing thoil lensts and Codke's Lrodps werm

fiva of tne fosg




derstofore HacXae's %arth Cavﬁli,ia 26 had recelved bul slight attentlen
from the Yenks, Forvewarned by taﬁ loud chssra of Wackze's Ltroops, as thej
enersed from the pines snd advenced to the assaulit, the blueceals "opene
s tremendous fire of smell-arws, with a converging fire of arldllery” aleng
Hacias's front, 28 | '

ut on pqs.p, o% line in front of the Conselidated drigade, the Gubpests
gpotted 2 powerful battle line beatlng its way towerd ihem. -While the plokets
blaged awsy, several cfficers raced for the rifle-pits to sound the alarm,
Taree Horth Carolina brigadsa {lane's, Cocke's, and ﬂaaﬁaa=s)”nrﬁssad on,
4lthough shod as, the batile-harden Horin farcoliniens held thely fire.
This was too zuch for the on plcxﬂts, they took to thelr hesls, 95
The scldiers of Hiles! divislon, as Lhey crouched behind the breasiwerks,

ned boen alerbted by the scabbered shots and shouts. Lotking up, the bluecoatis

g

of the Consclidsted and Brosdy'ls brizades saw thelr coxrades racing wild
powsrd them. Close bohing the flesing plckeis came the Csafaﬁara%e batile
line. Snatching wp their rifie-muskets, the Tanks blazed eway. Undsunded,
the bubbterauts drove through the sbatls, which was thiriy yerds across.
lynen's left flark uniis and men on the right flank of the Lih New fork
Hsavy Artillery jc;ncd in the fight and deliversd an cblique fire agalinst

the flenks of tne oﬂruah1n5 column of atiack.

Hers and thers, ths Mebhel assault formation was thrown inte digovder as
lerge numbers of men were cub down and the faind hearbed dropped oub and
glipped to the resr. enersl Miles and his officers called enceuragenent
0 thelr men, I they could ;ust nold on a faw more mirmtes, the onslaughi
would be smashed, Suddenly, throe resiaenis {the Tih, 39¢h, snd 524 N
York) cn the left ¢f the Consolidated Erigede pamicked. £ cheering
greycled tids poursd over the breastworks., Homents later, saother
breskthrouzh cevurred on the right of the Cons clidated Brigede-—as theo
125th diﬁ 136tk Naw York melted BWIY . Trocps nolding the rifie-pits

of penebraticn had now seen encugh., It was "roci hog
or die? as thoy bolted for the rear. One of the burly Horth Carolinlans
wrested a prizsd Lrophy awiy froo & cﬂlorvsezgeantwwihe standard of the 1iith

»
EF)

Bew Yori., Gensral Xiles at the time of ihs breaxbnronzit was stan«¢n5 cn the

benk of Zhe railresd cub. ie saw a Nerih Cerolina eolor-bearer spring ovir



the bresstworks and land in the cut almost at his feet, 90

General Heth and his "co-color-hesrer® planted the flag of the 20th
'North Carolins on the works. Captain G. 0. Holland of the 28th Norih
@arclina, Lane’s brigade, was one of the first greyclads Lo reach the
entrenchments, AS he "siood on the works and saw thém well mannsd on

one gide, and only s few Hebs on the other,® hs yelled, UYanks if you

~!

know what is best for you, you had pebter make & bluwe streak towards [ﬁéis s
sunset.® The Federals made nghe deaired blue stresk and Holl
greatly to his already enviable reputation for coolnesz and bravery.® 97
- Among the first to f2ll when the Scutherners cams surging towaerd the
works was Lieubtenant Erower. The lieubenand was shot through ihe head while
divecting the fire of his Hapcleoon, Corporal Abram 3, Liddle teook charge
of the piece. He poinbed the gun at the oncoming greyelads and blasted
them with double-chabses of canister as they stormed over the works. Liddle
kept his men % Lthe Hapoleon, although the supporting infantry had fled,
Seeing that his delachment was about to bs surrounded, the corporzl bellowsd
for his caznoneers to limber up the piece, EBefore the team had drawn the
gun wore than g fey fest; a Reb sharpsheoter killed one of the wheslhoraes,
At this, the artillerdsis cut the other horses loose and escapsd, leaving

bl

their gun 4o £211 into the Confederates’ hands, %5

- Miles, cbserving thal only e small force of Confedsrates had as yei

oy

entered the works, detergineﬁ‘ﬁO@:Gnnterattack and attempt to seal the breach.
The general shouted for Coleonel Bugg. The lesder of the strategle ressrve
wss novwhere in sight, Whersupon, Miles directed Rugg‘sfﬁﬁﬁggde g yush

into the gap and comaencs firing.” Instesd of doing as Hiles ordered, the
soldiers Qf'the.four reziments {the 20th Hassachuseits, the Isi Minnesoia,

the 18Lth Pemnsylyonia, end e 346th Wileccnsin) efither continued to hug the
ground, or if thoy got up they "ran Lo the rear.¥

{olensl Rugzg writing afber the batile defended his men. Hs reporibed

Brigade ran over them and mede it imposeible to shoot at the encoping Jolmnles
p _

witheut hitiins thelr friends, The psale, Fuis adeditsd, soon sbread Lo ki
¢ il 2

2 . X . . - . - 5 24
men, and, except for the majordty of the 20th Magsachuselts and the 26th

.

T - 3 ~r1 -5 -1 - P, 3 ? o L, v L
visconsdn, they £lsd the field, A larze number of soldlers from the
3 the Wiscrnsin units wers qulekly encireled and counellesd




Captein Harlin, who wWas Wi ith the 1524 ﬁaw York at the white house,
was disneysd L0 ses the Lebels sweeping over the works to his left, Recalling
his iﬂqtfﬂhtlﬁﬂsn Marlin told Captain William S. Burt of the Hew Yorx regiment
Lo change front o the lefi and assall the Confeder tes in the flank and rear.:
The New Yorkers prompbly carried cub the desired mcvamenﬁ, snd took pogition
to enfilads the secticn of the rifle-pits carried by the Horth Carciinisns,
gefore Caphain Puri could bellow, "Fire!® the New Torkers were feyrrified,
wen a streng Bebel force vesrad to the left and sterted swesping =long
the bregs s Loward theler lefi and rear. Without having fired » single
volley, the men, [eayir {; ?:-;1“'3 they would be cul off, "brc}.«:e from the ranks
and fled in a d¢s spagaful marmey, oaly two men in tae rag4 aent discharging
‘thelr pienes,t 0

Disgusted by the conduch of the Conselidated and Rugz's brigades, Miles
rode down behind the lime of the ith Brigade hnich 58111 held its ground,
xiles saw Colenel Sroady and shouted for hism to shift his men "icward the
right and hold the rifle
mounted the bresstworks defendad by the 148th Pemnsylvania, A ditter hand-
to-hand struggle ensusd, The bayonet, the bubtetock of the rifle-nuskel’,
101

~7it.® Suddenly some of the rugged hozt Carplinisns

the knife, and t he fist were used freely.
After a catastrophe so sudden and berrible, it mighi have besn expected
that the "flushed and victorious® Confederates, enjcying the superiority
they did in numbers, would sweep down the enbrenchmenis o the right and -
iefi, double up the remainder of Hiles! line, and then turn on and take
in reverse Glbban s line, Sueh a movenent would have found Gibbon eaughi
between the Rebel infantry and Hampion's cavalry. But Heth and his generals
had yeb Pio reckon with a fuw indomiteble spirits.® Had Mit been a comncn
man, the average division compander, who ordered the First Dlvision of the
Sagord Corps on tnat de7, bad % ne corps eommander been one of @ ghads lesg
hi

s bazving, nothlng but a complebe rout covld have

iﬁta ‘v‘-r-i.d or b ril}.i&ﬂt i_?l

cnsued, owing to the altogethsr viciens formatlon of cur lin

it is diffica;t 1o sav dust how moeh fizht the Rebs nadd left st this
T
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momente 1f the brigedss which hed relled over the Urden works ab Yhe angle

. 'R - " e A e
were Wworthv of lLee's proy, flushsd wilh sucoess 23 thoy wsre, bhsre 318 no
‘u § Cd 3
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orner conclusion than bhobt the povscual bearing o
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“Welksr, who was ceptursd in the fighting, recalled that on ths following
morﬁiﬁg General Wilcox askaed him, who was the Inion officer "who showed such
splendid conduct in rallying and bwlnpinﬁ forward ouwr {roops wpon the right,
after the line had bean broken,! |
Walker answersd proudly, “Ceneral Helson 3. ¥iles.n 102

Miles, observing that the Rebels had gained the zngle and would be able
£

Hailing Lisutenant Dauchy, the general shoutsd for him to turn his guns
on the gep in ths Union lines uareduh which the Rebels wers flooding.
Up to this time, the camnoneers had been raking the Southern battle

‘line with canistsr, Afber bresaking througzh, the Rebs had formed a column
£ ey .

of 2sszult neap Qal Grove Church. At a word from thelr officers, the colusn
moved off, advsncing up the Halifax road which lay to the rear of the
bresstworks, A second Cenfederate fores swung to the left and swepy the
ground in froot of the works, It was apoarent to Miles end Dauchy thab

the foe plwnncd to exploit their guceess by rolling up the r4ght flanx of
the First Divislon. _

To cope with this thrust, Dauchy had his artillerists pall the left
ﬁapclecn out of the works and point it down the Halifax rosd; the two other
guns wore sighted to command the terrain in fromt of, and; the exterior slope
of the works to the left. 4s scon as the last of the bluecoated infantéy
had rebreated out of his fisgld of fire, Dauchy had his camnoneers blast
the cncoming Johnnies with double-charzes of cenister, 4 stfong'ﬁoﬁfederate
foree, however, beat its way through the wooeds to the resr of the emplacement
cccupied by the batiery, Spotting the butbternubs, Deuchy shouted for his
men 40 "limber to the rear{® The drivers staried {he teams forward Lo hiteh
t¢ the guns, In erossing the rcad,‘tha right wheelherse to sach limber was

gurmed down ity Gonfederate sharpshooters, Two of the horsss fell; the third

ssiruzsled on, The caanonesrs suceseded in limbering up only oie of the three

Napoleons. After goling e short distance, the wouwded wheelhorse collapsed

z
When the tesws were being takan across the Halifax road to licber up,
pod into the wocds to secure his horse, As he

Py

B
turned his mount and prepersd 1o lead off the bvatlery, the lieuienanit 3z

4

§7 e &N i - - - ! . L TR, S S, s, . o vy e
the Confoderates swarm over the guns, vheeling his horse esocul, Dauchy
. S
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a

tonehed his spurs to its flanks and galloped to safely, Discovering that
the Hapoleons hadnt't been spiked, several butbternuis wanned one of the pdeces
and raked the fleeinz Yanks, 103

As they drove for the guns of the 12th New Tork Baliery, the Seuthernars
had dislodzed five rezimends of Lymeh ‘g brlwaﬂe oseupying the breasiworiks te
the right of the breaskthrouzh. Thess troopy gave wWay before the grim Horih
Carclinians in "gonsiderable cenfusion.®

Miles glancing sboub saw his old regiment, the 0;50 Kew York, change
girection. 7The ilew Yorksrs took pesition wilh their righﬁ anchorsd ca the
earthuworks and were "coatesting every oot of ground gained by the snexy.®
Rallying a nusber of men from other'uniﬁs of Lynca's brigads, Miles formed
them on the 61t Yew York end perpendieular to the rifle-plis,

The rizht £lank of Miles' reorganized main line of resistence extended

zbout 100 yards in frond of ithe fortificaiicns, EHecause of the thiek smoke

that enveloped the srem, the Johnnles falled to see this new line of batils

to thelr left front, Miles called for the men to cease fire and prepsrs bo
charge. Letting go a shout for the Union, the bluecosts counterattacked. Hes
Cnly a few score of men—-perhaps 200 in &11—~Suoed by Miles. With these,

the zenersl fought his way forwasrd step by sbep wntil he and his hardeoye
goldiers had retsken the guns of the 12th ¥ew York Eatiery, recapbursd a
section of the breastworks, and had compelled a pumbar 0¢ the Jonnnies Lo
take cover in the railroad cut

~ Miles had trensferred the fighting to the outslde of the entrenchusuis
on the Union right. If poas*ble, ¥iles hoped to atback in the flsnk and rear
the buﬁtefnﬁts who had leaped the line at the ncrthwest angle, or were still
coming up. As fept as Miles! small party wes dissipated, it was yeinforced
by handfuls of nen yerssn&ilg colieoted by his own staff end by the appeals
and exertions of General Hancock, "whe, gallopleg to the froni, expossd
himself far mors conspicucusly than sny private soldier, in his af forts o

Ls
by

o3 of the day." Hancock's horse was shol in the neek; ths

restors the foriu

beast dropped as if dead, Within a few minubes, the horse strugzled to its

fest, and the general remounted. MNexb, a ball cut his bridls rein in iwo,
$he corpe flag, which alweys followed Haneock, was rierced by five valls,

S ng

another splintersd the flagstalll Ceoxmissary of Musters Ddward ¥, hrcwnsso

feil; morbally woundad
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be locking over

At the time of Heta's assaultbt, one of {the New Tozrkars, whe chanced to

the vorks, shouted, "Look up there on the righti® Cne of

the canmoneers of ths 10th Kezsachusetis Batbery remerbered:

Heavy Artillery call
Because of the din
the rifle-pits on the left of the
cannongers were slready disenchanted w
this er

10t

. . . i + s .
- case-shol, Tused to gxplode Iin g seconds and then cenlsisy,

and thelr supporting Infantry

P, P S 3 ity - 5 SRS I I P LR -
vaneed against bhe works south of the Dinwlddle s'tage road,

. reel, and surge to the rear in confusion,
Cagain, and leaving the ground thieckly snrﬁn&‘ed with their

" for the rear in large numbers.

The retrealb of the infantry left

Rebels recoiled and pstired into. a beli of pines 400 yards toithe

Eherzu§aﬂ the put capbeins called for thelr men Lo

_ There, sure enough, energing from the woeds beg il
the Dinwiddie / Stage / rosd into the opening that streiched
before the intrenchrsnia, .. are charging lines of © enfederates.
zﬁay come a% the double-guiek, wiith figshing baynets, .
r=nglﬂ* ozl th ir Pamilary yell, On the instent we turn ocur
ri

uzzles to the right and glve them canister, - Soms of our
uL?pGTL the Lih Hew Tork Hesvy Artillery / mun {o ihe reaw,
many 1is inert in the d4itch, and a few loln in vepelling the

.
enemyls assault, Bub even than it is 2 warm reception, and
ere the hostile line have faifly reachad the works they Lve

Seek*ng bhﬁ wmous

slain. ¥e set up & shout at their dibCﬁnTltLre but fas 1
that the worst is not yeb over,

Upeon the reireat of Broady's troops, uhe commsnder of ﬁ Lth Hew York

led for his men to prebliras behind the railroad enbankment.

of battle, the soldiers of the Ist Babbalic

re gi.enn, did not hear

&

ith the ﬁew Torkers? ecorrjuct, HAL
1tical juncture,” ons of them recalled:

cur heavy aritilleryamen, unable to honor the drafi the

situation made on thelr coursge and manhoed, siarted

In our axasperaﬁion

‘we call them cowsrds, with 21l the cholee adjectives

prefized that we can summen from our vocabulary on

Qe&ap&, and this plan not succseding to our satisfaction,
threaten to turn cur guns upon thom wless they r@ﬂaih.

Thiu st¢yad th& tide, and many whe had gene but a few rads

cams pack. . .

2 two batteries In this sectorw-the

Hasgachusetls and the conscolidatsd Rhede Jeland wait--in an embarrassing
sitvatzion, At first, the cannonesrs gave belter lhan they recslved, Lmployis

¢

. . .
he ardilleriots

szain tipped the scales agsinst the bui

" - *
switen Lo cagun“nov.



Yhen they did, the Scuthérners concentrated on the Union guns. #The sir
seemed filled with shrieking shells, with the-flash, smoke, and crash of
thelr explosion, and the harsh aurtling of their fragments.”

A carmonesr in the 10th Massachusstts reporied that it was "unguasiioaably
the heaviest artillsry fire ws...ever endured at cleose range,'bui slas! we |
carmot nelp cursslves. Forbunataly for us, most of thelr shooting is a litile
toc high, end damages left—rear of ths line more than it does us,® 11

Simultaneously, Confederate sharpshooters posted in the woods and the
cornfield to the left began to peck away. Largze numbers of horses wérs
killed, As scon B3 they were satisfied that their artillery had softened
up the Union position, the Rebel leaders waved thelr men forward. Having
expended all their canister, the Rhode Islanders used solid and case-shet
in their piecssz, This time, the Johnnies weren't Lo be denied; they caume
pouring over Lhe works held by Brozdy's treops, |

When General Machae's brigade crossed the parapei; the 10th Massachusshis
Battery which wes on the Confederates’ rizht front,opsned with "cenister ab
¢loss guariers.” HacRae shoubted instructions for his North Carclinisns "to
take the battery!" Swinging to the right, the butternuts stormed down the
works toward the four 3=3inch rifles manned by the 10th ¥assachusetts, Charge
after charge of canister was poured into the appreaching greyclad colwm, 1t
was like tryinz to sweep back the tide with a broem, The Rebels swarmed
over the right plece, the cannonesrs falling back Lo the next rifle, That
gun was fired in @ similar mermer, So falling back from piece to piece,
firing each in successicn, the Massachusetts boys continued to fight until
their fourth and last 3.inch rifle was overrun, The survivors tock to thelr
heels..112 _

¥Our minds srs instently mede up,® the battery historian re?ofﬁed:

for agzinst the herrors of Rebel prisons on the one hand
¥e have only to balance the chences of being shoi while
retreating on the other; snd albhough the men thal ars
falling as we pause, desmonsirale wost foreibly how poor
those chances are, we hesitzbe but for an insiant ere
choosing the latter aliernabive, and take our departurs,
axid the hissing of bullels and the touchlng invitatien
1
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oot us. DBubt w2 are nob quite ready to respond to thelr
opzal for our soclely, even when couplsd with such 2
Conmmulsery proyos
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of.,s [ihe consclidated Hew Jersey Batter3;7, our naavest
cover, where we separate, each taking the course thal
seemed best to him.... i3 o '

When the left batialion of the Lth Sew York Heavy Artillery gave way,
the Rebels began leaping over the breas%works,' Several Bhode Islandsrs wers
yanked over the parapel a=z they stoed to their guns, Abandoning their four
Nopoleocns, the men of the consolidated batiery broks for the resar. A
éetachmeﬂt'frcm Company G, Lih Mew York Heavy Artillery resched cune of ths
guns anead of the bulbernuits end turned 1% on the The ﬁew.rcrke?s wers
able to delay but noi stop the Confederates, HazcRas's North Carolinians
closed in, the Hew Yorksrs sought to spike'tﬁé‘pieee, but wrable to Pind
any teols Lo answer the purpose, they tock to thelr heels,

Cne cf MecRae's Norih Carolinisns reporied:

Althceugh eabirely abandemed by its infaniry supportd,
eos é?%be consolidated Hew Jersey battsr 3;7 csndanyd a

rapid fire upon the abtacking colum until the guns were
reachsd, Some of the gunners even refused to surrendsr

and were taken by sheer physieczl force, They were snimated

'in their gallant conduct by the exsmple of their cemmanding

of ficer / Lisutenant Psrrin_?i Cn horse-back, he was a

eonspicucus tarzet, and his volce could be distinctly heard

enceursging the msn, Struck with adwlration by bis bravery,

every effori was nade by General MHeRas éf;gg_:§, Capbain

¥W. Gldran..., Captain Robert Eingham, and one or two others

who wers among the first to reach the guns to save the life

of ‘this manly opwonent. Unfortunately he was struck by &

bell which came from the extremes flank, as all the firing

had ceassd in front of him and he fe¢1 from his horse mortally

wounded, not more lamented by his own men than by those who

combatted him. This batiery, when captured, was &t once

turned upon the retreating columms of {the enemy. It was
manned by a few of Hefize's [ﬂéic ;7 sharp~shooters, all

of whom were trained im artillery practise. 'l% :

et

Senersl Hencock in 2n attempt to check the surginz Confederats tide ¢
called for Gensrsl Gibbo 1'5 division tc retake the lest guns and works.
Following the breakth :‘ 1, Confederate snipers started to pepper away
ronched behind the breastworks 4o their froat.

X

0%
at Gibbon's Lroops; who ¢
from these markszen, Giboon's bluecoats wvaulted

To protect theaselves 7
the works and tock cover bshind the opposits eide of the parapeb. 43
the troopgs wers bracing thenbslves to withstand an cusl?héiv Gibbon

4

oriersd Smyth to counterztiack. He vas 1o ry Lo recover the wovks
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from which Miles! division had bees disledged, 15

Smyth lost no time in redeploying his brigade. At theréame time, he
celled on Colonel Murphy for assistance, Following the Rebel success,
¥urphy had dispatehed two rezimenis {the 155th and 170th New Tork) to
reoccupy the works sbandoned by the Lth Hew Jork Heavy Artillery. As thep
pushed ghead, the New Yorkers ran inlc 2 galling fire,

Murphy, on receipt of Smyii's eall, pulled the bith New York Infantry
snd S;h New York Heavy Artillery cul of the rifle-plts, Tazse {wo reglmenis,
along with the 19th Maine and the 19oh Masszchusetis of Rugg's brigade, joinad

Sayth's attaciting forse. Led by Gibbon and Smytn, the troops sdvanced un

b

the double across the cornfield toward the works, Altheough the firs
encountered was not as hob 28 that to which they had been subjected on many
previous occasions, mest of the bluscosts faltersd before coming bo grips
with the Rebs. Within a matber of mements, large numbers of officers and
men tusned their backs to the foe, 116 o

Suddenly, the soldiars of the 19th Massachusetis found themselves
terribly alone, The regiments on thelr right and left had sbandoned ths
charge. Lisutenant Colonel Edmund Rice therafore halted and re-formed his
trocps behind several houses, After the men had been mustered, the reglment
returned and "formed line upon the front of the works facing the enewmy,?
Three of Smyth's regiments {the 14th Comnecticut, the 12th New Jersey, and
an undesignated unlt, hcwever,-pushed'on and jJoined Miles' troops shortly
after they had recapbured the three Napolsoms of the 12th Mew York Battery. 117

&% ¥

General Hempion had besn listening when Pegran's arbillery roared
into zetion, lio time was wasted as bhe cavalry leader sent ajdes galloping
with orders for his command togeb ready to sdvznee, Prior to the raceipt
of this dispateh, the brigzde comsanders had formed thelr units to the left

and right ¢f the ¥Weldon Bailrosd, Butler' sicn would advanse wesh ©
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the railroad and Barvingsr's east of the vl
Eobertat 2d M¥oprth Cerclina and 2 sguadren of the 9th Virginia screened the
abvancs of Barringeris dismounted troopers. As ine Confederstes droves

2 ; . . R . T 2
norihwsrl from Malone's Crossing, thoy cresssd seversel fisel



About & mile beyond Malone's, Roberis' coumand encountersd a line of
lou® bv sastworks deflended b} the 7ith Michigan., Putting their horses 4o the
gallop, Roberts’ trooperz jumped them over the barrieade, scattering the
bluselad infantry. While waiting for the dismcunted eavalrymen to ealoeh
nﬁ Hoberts put his men to work mopping up ths arss. By %he'time Hamphon
was resdy to push on, Aoberis) men had rounded up fyrom 60 teo ?5.priscae?so

¥nile his officers re-fommed thelr lines, Hampbon called up his
ertillery, The cannonecrs of Hari's South Carclina and Melregor's Virginia
Batterics wilinbered thelr eizii zuns. 411 the while the roar of batile
to the cavalry corps! front was increszsing in violence, The advance was
now resumed, Bast of the railread, Barringerts division entersd the woeds,
fuhere an oecasional shot was firad by a retiring® Yankes vedelte, 4 second
line of rifle~pits wes encountered by Davis' V¥irginisns. Ths 50 defenders

laid down thelr zms zlmost withoul firing a shot. A detzchment from the
13th Virginda Cavelry was glven the task of escorting théese Yanks o ths

TRAT, 1?8 _

As Hampion's troopers ware ¢1051ng in on the Reams' Statlion perlmster
from the soubth, the Rebel infsniry stormed the b“easﬁwoﬂks held by Miles!
division. vhersupon, Hzmpion withdrew his men from wesh of the Halifex
road, Hampton inglde of a few minules redeployed his cOQﬁmaﬁ“mBavia'
brigads to the lefi, Cheek's in the cenber, and Young's to the right.
Rosser's Virginians were posied in support.  Duncvani's regiments '

remained in the seddle in case cavalry should be needsd. Ths line being

‘formed, the brigade coamanders were instructed to keep the left flank

(Davis' unit) anchored on the railvoad, Advancing slowly, the right wing
(Erigadier General Piercs B, Young's brigade) was to wheel to the right so

as "Lo strike ths resr of the enesy, whie were in position behind the railroad

benk, and in z work which ran eash perpendleularly to the railroad for some

disiancsg,™
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the wWood to a heavy lins of braastworks extending from
the railrosd for a quarter of a mile along the crest of
the hill, The woods to our right receded from these
foreddsble works, and a tremendous volley issued from
the enemy cccupying them agsinst that part ol our line,
now on onen ground and fully exposed. Nothing could
stand 2galast such fire. The men ware ordered to 1ie

g%

Gibbgnfﬂ treeps, who held the rifl&m§‘ﬁs azaingt which Hawpton's
13 eounted eavalyy drove, were placed In s quandary. To sazspe the Tize of
the_Rébel infentry, they had taken cover in Irent of the works. How wiiid
the approach of Hamplon's betils line, they had to mske an unplessant cholice.

Soldiers began shifting bac

L

as "very feeble,” wersnlt bad encugh, the Yanks were subjecied to z blisbering
beabardment and a galling small-arms fire from thelr right, The Confederaies

ned quickly turmed the captured field pieces on the nluesosts. Colonel Murthy
reczlled that his msn to escape the Qenfederates’ fire wers compelled o croes

the rifle-pits a8 many as four times, Even 50, the Federals momentardly

ni
checked Hampton's push, _
‘Unfortunately for the Northerners, the soldiers posted in the works

opposite Davis' brigade were ecmpelled to sbanden their posiiicn te escaps

the onrushing Confederats infanisy. Seeing this, Davis waved his Virginlans
foriard, Letting ge 2 blood-curdling "Rebel Yell,® the greyclads daghed
toward the rifls-pits, Two ragizonts from Rﬁgg‘s brigade {the 19th Haine
end the 19th Massechusetts) and the right flank units of Smyth's command
ga?e way first, 7Gonfe§erates flooded over the works., Thelr right flark
turned, Smyth's blueccats retlired into the woods east of Oek Grove Church,
Here Smyth re-formed his brigade, sending ihe 69th end 106th Pennsylvanial
to esteblich contact with his three regiments helding the breastworks, where
the thres guns of the 12th New York Battery had been retaeken. 121
Trhe breskithrough by Hampton's dismeunied yroopers all But isclated

ndind i1 eked as if the entire brigade

would be sastured. In fighting its wey out of the trap, cne of Harphnyls -

i New Jork Haovy Avtillieny zagzed in e hand-to-hand

Ed
struzsle with some of Hamptonls troopers. Belo
t

roaped, two of Hurphylu regiments,

(A




the Bth New York Heavy Artillery, lost thelr ccior 122
Unable e leap his horse over the feftificatiéns, Colonel Pesle of the

9th Vireinia rode to the left and entersd the earihworks vie the Halifax

road. A4s he was galloping forwsrd to Join his dismounted troopers insids
‘the works, the colonel encownbersd Captain Charles Rebinson of Company €
with sevaral of his men sssorbing 200 or more pristners to ins rear

A% this tims, Colensl Beale recalled: -

he firing had commonesd sgsln, Piseovering how few
of our men wers in the works, many of the Yankees who wers
about surrendering, ran into a growth of sugar-cane, oF
‘Borgitm, back of the line, and fired, Seversl heavy
volleys came slse from & thj of woods near by. As the
enemy ran back frem the breas ﬁﬁcﬁﬂﬁ tae right and center
0£ gar line thneek‘s and Young's trigedes /, which were
apidly sdvaneing direclel 2 sisaly fir upon »hm“,A,Tha
enexy nad several guns / of the 3¢ Hew eraayw/ in position
on the edge of the woods ooposite the rallread, and these
were sciively engaged for seversl sdnutes with a bﬁLYErQ
HaOrsgor's 7 on cur side. 123

Saversl of -the dimmounted troopers had famuch sport® with 2 little
sputchman.®  As one of the Confsierales observed:

This fellow was as fabl 23 a be erowa?re 1, neb much

et fl?& fest in helzht, with very short legs and pudzy
bcdy and conid ﬂaauly run, in spite ¢f his best efforis,
faster than a jog-trot. Wacn time, 28 he would be fiushad
out of & p1ace with his ceﬂrades, he &culd work his little
legs as best he could, moving his arams grote Hn&ly like 2
windsill, blowing lik# z porpoise and persplving in siveszs,
but cuite unable to keep up with hx bether conditioned companlons.
It was such a laughable gizght that the men goocd-niaburedly
refrained from shooting him, bub e?a“y time he was jJusped
would chaff him with jokes, and "o it Dntchg.“ Prcbably
he was one of the “chese subs titht 5% of which Grant wasg
about thabt ime complzining %o Z’Jeﬂretary of War Bdwin H.

ganten as senb him by the "loyald of the Horthy aften
besoming "too willing priecqews,“'he said, 124

Elsted by the easy & 1CCEIS cored at the ex wpense of Givben's divisicn,

= L Y 3 ] 3, Y " o e 2 LA T

Romphon's chesving greyoleds pushced on. IO their vight were the light

m‘id e Fp ‘i b {" s12 PR Ve e € s Ly omey {1 =) ~'1rx

field works defendexi by Oregs's Cavalry.  Barilol in thz aftermocn; Lapusln
2 o A m . o 3 LI WL S E e

Woeraer of the 3d ded Jersey Hatbeory had reporiesd to Gibbeon with & ssowion

6‘-‘--'
of his zuns, Oibben in tura sont dos

The cammeoneers psd throw thelr two
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" were for the most parit strangers to the men they were leading, 126

Y

o
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et ey

elsvation; the arﬁllleTASES had hesmersd the Rebel infantry with shot and

- shell asz 1% charged across the breastworks held by'ﬁlles"bluecoats.

Supporusd by dismounted troopers of the 1st District of Columbla and about
100 infantry from verious regiments, the cannonsers held thelr ground until
Hampbon's troopers hurled Gibbou's soldlers from their rifle-piis,
Gregg’s'dismounted czvalrymen with several well-almed volleys checked
Hompbon's initia) effort to exploit the situation. Velusble time was lost
as Confederste officers regrouped thely units and whesled thsa to the right.
Crezg, realizing thzlt he was badly'outnumbereé, ordersd tie lmoll sbandoned,
Accompaniéd by'ﬁoeruer?s guns, the dismounted troepers withdrew north of a
branch of Jones Hole Swwm wp, where they took position cn the left of Gibbon's
reorgsnized main line of vesistance. 125 ' '

T

¥eanwhile, Colonsl Lynch had assvwbled ﬁr¢Klﬂa foreé of aboub 200

 men representing almost every tnion regiment o the field. Learning of

this, Gensyazl Miles sent word for Lynch to taka these men; advasnce across
the railrosd, and assail the Confederstes' left. Led by Iynch, the bluecosis

crossad the rallrosd and tock position at the Camley house, Here, they wers
about 200 yards from, and partlally to the rear of the Rebels'! left, The
Fedsrals opened fire and with a shoub drove forward, apparently taking the

buﬁtarnuts by surpris=s. The Rebs rebired a few steps and brazesd themselves.

Lyneh's counterthrust soon bogzed down, as the troops found themsslves
LT &8 _

St

“exposed to a gxlling fire from both friend and foe. Horeover, the officers

_ The stand made on the right by HMiles! troops, supported by the fire of
a sectlon of the 34 New dersey Batbery, enzbled Lhe Faderals tb-rétain control
of the ecountry road leading eastward across Jones Hole Swamp to the Jerusslem

plank voad, Undauntad by the colla apse of Lynch's thrust, Miles established 2

iekel 1ine slong the Halifsx road. . %hen he ins 5c3€d his cut nosts, the
P E:

general h rd_Confederate;officers and color bearers cailing out their units.
This led les o belisve that the Rebels must be as discrgznized by thely

L4}

uccess a3 the Federals wérs by thelr sebback., Miles was in a combative
mocd; he felt certein that if reinferced he could recapture the rest of the

o4

from wirieh his division had been hurled, He sent one of his

NEY {Eajcr'%iilimn R. Iwiwver; te carry this infrrmation to General

[




About the sasme time, MHancock was told by General CGregg that his
cavalrymen were prepared to co-operate in an effort to recover the
breastworks. Bsfore ecommitting himself, Hancock discussed the situadtion

with the commander of his Second Division, Generzl Gibbon. Sedly shaking

his hesd, Gibben stated thabt his brocps were In no condivion to particlpale

in a counterattack. Since 1t was necessary to retake the lest works to
protect the country read linking Reams' 3tation with the Jerusalem plank
read, Hanccek had bui one alternative--to withdraw, 129
- 1t was © otcleck when Captain Joseph 3. fonrad r&ach&d’ﬁii&si command

post and teld the goneral of danceek's deeisicn, As soon as it was dark,
¥iles was to disengage his troops and march to Willlams?' house on the’
Jerusalea'plank rosd, ¥iles' division was to cover the corps' rear as it
noved eastward awey from the Rebels, 129

About dusk, the Confederates sent a stro&g colwmm against i&nch*s corbat
pebrol then threatening thelr left. The Tebels, after a brisk strugale,
cempelled the blaecbats to withdraw and take cover inside the breastworks
east of the railrosd. |

45 soon as the fighting in this sector waned, Captain ¥Weerner's gun

captains reroried they were out of ammuniticn, Wesrner directed his section

- chiefs te liuwber up their plecss. The batiery halied alongside the country

road about one-third mile east of (ak Grove Church. Here, the teams wsre
unhitched and sent to assist in bringing off the three Napeleons of the 12th

¥ew York Pattery and such limbers and calssens as could be saved, Even after

the tesms arrived, valuable time was squandered as the officers s ought to get

gen to panhandle the guns off the line and down intc a ravine where the teams
culd be hitched up. Chiel of Artillery &, Judszon Clark was told that 1t
wenld be impessible to reach the ¥ew Yorkers' fourth gun whiech had been

abendened at the angle. Undzunted, Clark teld iieubenant Dauchy to try to

“egave the plege,

Dauchy started up the road which led by the church, After procesdin
a shory distance, he encountered Colemel iynch. The colenel $old Lauchy
that the zun was cutside the Unlon Iines and colddn’t be reached, In

sidition; iyach centinued, btie infanbry was “belng wit




Hipamt

Lieutenant Peter H, Sweeney of Hiles?

, Just then z cclimn of footscldiers came tramping up the road. Dauchy
now turned his attention to zetiing his limbers and ceisscns off the field.
Asgisted by a detail frosm the st New York, the lieulenant was able to save
thrse Timb arz, He, howsver, cculd obiain no help dra@lré off the two
caisscns parked in the plnes, 4s the lisutenant was zboub to abandon heps,

-

sh guard appeared with several

ol
g
i
4]

men, Swesney volunieersd to assist in rescuing the calssens. Alded by

)

the provest pecple, Dauchy wap able to manshandle the heavy caissons doun

iy the time the last caisson was whesled ¢ff the figld,
3

jrr

the country rosd,.
211 the Lroops of Hancook!
the area, 13U

(me of Dauchy's munners had been woundad in the bowels, bub mansged to

pcommand, excesh the pleuets, had pulled cutb of

take cover behind & large ifree. C(al _1nu Lo the lieutenent, the wounded man
handed him a larze sua of money, froam $150 %o 2173 (The cattery had been pald
several days befors, ), together with his watch and other valusbles, with a
request Lo send ithem to his f&.llj. ‘vhen the last of the caisscns was being

witndrawn, Dauchy had the wounded glnner placed on the caisson, "iud," Dauchy

recalled, Ythe Jolting along the rough road, through the woods, over stuwmps,
and throush ruts, eaused hin 56 auch suffering that he begzzed me o lay him
down by the side of the rcad and let hia die.® The ldeutsnant refused to
listen to such & plea. The march was continued. VWhen the baltery finally
halted, the canncnssr died end was "puried in a lonely field,n 131

| then the Federals abandoned their Kesms' Station pesition et derk and
retreated eastward, Gibbon's shatbered division took the lead. ;rior to
drawing off his division, mllES instrucied Colonel Lyneh to pcst a picket
line covering the left and frout of the btrigade. Lynch gave this task to
the élst ¥ew York, The New Jorkers were deployed as skirmdssers along the
Ralifax rosd, thelr right ?esti‘g on the rifie-pits, Detachrwenis frem
other regiments of the It Brigade were advanced snd stationed
7 the 6lat Hew York. '

ib 9 olslook (dles notified Lynch the t tae cther units hed cleared the
arva. Upon receipt of {his message, Lynch recalled his men, As soon aj the
mits had besn formsd arnd susterad, the merch for the Jerusalenm plank rosd
i ' '
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it was 7 olelock when oue of Hanceck's 2idszs gallopad up to General
¥illooxts command gcsﬁ with an m“g@ﬁu messsge, ¥Willcox had formed his
division acress the eountry read to Reams? Station and wae haltd ing ar
reerganising the refugees frem Hancock's command. The s4aff officer told
+ 4f he "could Zed up cane or two brigades in iime, the day oighi
7&b be savad, "

“willeox ealisd for his men Lo shuck thelr inagsacks. As soon as the

aoyed cut on the double,

urits could be formwd, the division
panting IX'ﬁO. s foobsoldiers werewiihin one and one-hal
Statien, when {olonel Horgan hailed thelr general. Hergan carried zn order
from Haneock for ¥Willcox to tgks position to cover the reireat of the II

2,

Corps. ¥illeo: was t¢ hoid his ground 111 Hiles' givision had passed,

et

then he was to recall his seidiers and follew &3 a rear guard., Uregg's
& &5

cavalry was Lo seresn ¥illeox's bluecoats as they gulled back to the

Jerusales plank rosd.
and the right of the rcad. 133

The solidiers of the IX Corps held fast 28 n&ﬂecsf 5 trecue passed

=

1
iillcox D*Qmmtly posted his division to the lefy

threugh their lipes, 124

Hancecek kept his exhausted blueccats on the road until they reached th
fields near Eilliéﬁs' nouse, 1t was afier midanight when the order Lo halt was
given, and the men allowed to camp. 135

fhe most humiliating dsy ths veteran II Corps was to expérience during

the war was ovsr., General Hancook had bson desply stirred by the day’'s events,

for the first time he had felt the bitternsss of defeat, He had secen his
troops fall in efforts to carry Confederate entrenchmenta, bul never before
hdu he experienced the mortificaticn of watehing his trooss &8 thery w ra
évaen from breastworks and thelr guns baken. In the disaster of June 24,

Hancoek had nobl besn in charge, and during the indiff ferent benavior of the

{roops 2t Dssp Bottom, the operations had besn concesled from his visw by
<

‘danse forests, Hevsr before had Hancogk seen his men feil to responu 1o
the uinest when he had ¢zlled oﬁ them perscns lg for a supysas effory; noer
had na gver vefore ridden toward the foe followsd by a "beggarly avray of g
fow nundred sirasgzlers." He could ne lenger hide froa himself that his onec

mignly corps rebained butl the shadow of its former sireagth and viger.

70




Ricing uwp bo Colensl Horgan, coversd with dust and begrimed with powder
and smcke, Hancock placed his hand upon the staff of fie r’s shoulder and said,
nColonel, I do not ears to dle, but I pray teo Gcﬁ Im j_n%ver lesye this field,®

ﬂl;e gouth of the
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24%h to hold his ground until Willeox’s ealuma ha 3 turned into ths Jerusasiea
plant road. He would bthen recall his trocps and reiurn o the Jones’ house
sector of the investment line, 137

Tne rezson cehind these mevemenis wWas g 7 3G message Trom Chiel of Staff

HumphTey s, it that bime Heade had deter rmtned to recall the II Corps and have
it taks #post in bhe vicinity of the ¥Willlamg houss, or some oolnt covaring
the piaﬁx roed arnd locking towayd Warren's left.® Orezg's horsemen wers L0

Girscted to walch the counibryside betw;en Warren's leflt and the Jerusalen
slank road. eillisterts fooisol diers were to be returned 540 their former
sl 3 _ | _

The telegragher &b army headquarisys regorded that the opsrator af the
other 6od of the line had acknowledged recsipt of the dispatch. A little
pefors 10:30, Cagtain ¥cintee of Hancuck's staflf shewad up at headouarisrs
and told Hu.phr ys thai at 7:30 Eanc@ck*s tﬂlegrapb station hed bssn in the

ted the messags. HBunphreys
therefo* addressed a sscond communication, directing Hencock to wlthdraw
his itrcops and have Shea take position near Williams® house, At The sanpe
time, Humphreys nobified Hancock that Mesde had ordered two more divisions,

Crawford's and ¥hite's, to his assistance, 139

2

Thirty sinutes luter, Ceneral ¥eade, having learned of Rancock's

s

n.sfortine, addressed & message to his corps commander. Xead de explained
that eb bhe time he had spoken with Mcintee, the 11 Cowrps had been helding
fer his scheduled visii to Feams!

ctaticm. 1f he had had any doubt of the II Cerpa’ ability to held ite

ground, desd s

dewm the reilrcad, Bul, the gensral continued, his anxlety had besen for
Hznetek!s pear, or thab the Sculherners would péneirale the couniry betves;
Larren's left and the Reaws® Stelien perimetsr.  To guard agsinst these
continsencios ne had yushed ¥illcox dewn tha Jerussnlom plank road, while
nolding Crawford and waile Troady Yo move and ehiaclk.”  Furihemmores, Msall

13




was ofrald that the Confedersies, after failing to drive Hancoek, would turn
on ¥arren. Consecuently, he hadn'? wanted to ccopmit 8ll of his reserves.
¥eade aasured Hancsck-

1 a= ssiisfied you and your command have doane all in

FOUr DOWer, and though you have nsl with & reverse,

the honor and eachtcheona of the old Second are as
bright as ever, and will on scme fulure cccasien

prove it dis only when &norncus ca*s ars brcughs

azainst them that qhay can be moved., Don't lst this

pabler woryy you because you heve glven me svery :
X

satisfacticn. !
Chief of 5i2ff Husmghreys at 11:25 p.m. wrobs Hancock., He wanbed the
II Corps comzander to know reinforcencnis wers en routs Lo cover his withdrawsl
from Heans! 33aiicn., Should Fancscr not reguire these troops {Crauford’s
and Yhitels divisicms), he was to order them back to their commands. 141
Hesnwhile, Huwaphreys had cqnt&ctad Generals YWarren and Parke, At 9:50
Humphreys had nobified Werren that he was 1o dispateh & wmeaber of his staff
to commanicate with Hencock and see if he rsquired reinforcssments. 1f %0,

?arran was to Tush rigadier Genersl Samuel . Crawfordis division to Heams?

" Statlen. General Parks ab the seme bime was alerbed to nold Brigadier General

Juliua ¥nite's division ready %o march to the aid - of the II borps, Warren
snd Parks were advised thst Hancock nad been ordersd to fzll back te
williams! house, 142
' 4% 10:15 the telegragher ab srmy headguarters tapped out wrgent
messages for Warren and rarke. Crawford and ¥White were to pudl thelr troops
into mobicn immediately. Crawford was to comsand the reihﬁavclné eolurm, 143
Fivs minubes later, Chief of 5taff I amphreys relayed additicnsl
informetion to ¥arren, Crawford, besides his own and khite's divisicn, was
Lo take eharge of #HeAllister's troocps currently postsd negr Shay's Tavern.
According So the latesd news from the polnt of danger, the Rebels had broken
through Hancock's right. 1% was Peared at headguerbers that ¥Willcex’s 14
3

Corps division might nob be able to giex the tide. (293

=13

i
informatlen, MHe wiched 1o know ihe route te be taken by the rsliel column, 145

ek e Sy boien &3
expected Crawford B0 wzxe tne
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Upen recalsd af this message, Warran ged in touch with General Cresford.
Earlier in the a&?, Crauford's divielon hed been crdered to change camp,
while doing so, instructions were received fo prepsre for sation. 38 soon
a5 the men hed been formsd, mustersd, end inspect 9@; the brigade cosmandars
assembled thelr uniis At Globe Tavern. It was theve that Crawford received
diresiions to rarch sastyard to Fem spee’s houss, The eclumn xs&lﬁ then

2 rozds. 11

procsed $o Hecns! Siation via the L plank and Dlmwlddis st

%
g 3
i
1
[
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¥ a7
%hen Crswford geve the word, his division, scocmpznded by the %in
fdtt@zy,_ﬁassaaausaiﬁa Lighs 4rtillepy, moved gub.

Soon after Crsuford!s colinn had tshen up the merch, ¥arren ad 11:30
roesived snother tolepran f?cm arzy headquarters. According to the laiest

information frem the front, Humihveys cbserved, it Jocked ag if Hzneook

wonla be able to disengzge without requiring anw-addit;cﬂaw reinforecments,

Genersl ¥eade thersfore wanted Warrven to helt frawfordts column. 4 shaff
officer would be sent to 2scerdsin A1 Hancoek deslvsd mny Lroosns Lo covep
hig rebreat. 1f he didn't, Crawford wss to be recalled, 48

Erawfopd's Pluecoats had itramped sboud g pdle, when the order o halid
wes recelved. Socn thervafber, {raviord lesrned that Hancogk didnt't pegire

his suzlstance. Crauford sccordingly countermarched his colusmm, the brissdes

-

vetarning £o thelr camps in the Globs Tavern area. 197

# # H

Willooxts 1X Ccrgs soldiers held $heir rosdblock cast of Jones Hels
Swpmp vndll tho last of Hencoch's betile-weary troope hed passed. Lesving
Gregg's hordenen to wateh the eastern approsches to Reams! ?*ataad, ®illeox
reoslled nls brizedes end fell in behind the I Corps. ¥Willeox turned his
coluwsn into the Jerusales plank rosd.  Altholgh progress was prodarded by
Haneook's troops, >3licox's bluscosts by 6:30 s.m. o3 August 25, were back
in thelr ¢atp, néayr Parke's fiken house headguarbers. 150

- Hoilldster sasembled his rednforced brigsds on  Jerusalea plank rosd

23 soon a8 Willeonis divisicon was oub of the waey. Futiing his tyceps'inte

[3

gobtion, Heillister had them back in thelr old position near Jongs! nouss b

& » Lo a4 Y XY T S . o o e a~
5 e,z Rrcopt for one man, whe while povonnoliering had ran sfodl of e
oy ERE T | faod Yua P by $ Y & i g e e Li
Febol parrel and had boen caplured, Pedllister listed no casusliies. 153
iy
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© EBefore rabiving for the night, Genevsl Hencock had wrdbben esde from
willisms' house. Hancock informed his chief that his men were now messing
nearby, but 3t would be "2 long time before the siragglers are up," and he
cowld reorganize his corps "as to be serviceable.® The general describsd
the Tizhiting a% Resms! Station as "oug of the severest and wmost cbatinzve
ad ever fought.” | _
After tersely descriting ths acticn, Haneock acknowle&ged the less of
yhrivubed this to the fach thab nearly all the artiliery
horses bad besn #lain before the finsd essaunlt., The snemy, Honcock wrote,
must have "suffersd heavily.® S50 far, the digorganized eondition of his
command hed prevenisd Hancoek from dﬁterﬁining hls casauliies. Fut as his
men hed besn sheliared by brasstworks, he didn'h fesl his Josses in killed
and wounded would be 88 severe a5 thab of the Rebels, Bven so, Hanceek
cbserved, his corps would "not be avsilable to~day for any sericus work.” i52
The nexd zoraing, Hancosk forwarded to Meade's heaﬁqﬁarters & more
detailed account of the battle. The general was enl? able %o tgurmise” his
losses, which he didn?t think would exened 1,200 to 1,500, A1l the soldiers
he had spokén with were of the opinlen thab the battle was “one of the most
determined snd desperess fights of the war, reserbling Spotsylvania in its
character, though ne numter of'éngagﬁd gives it less lmportance.” A few
more troess, in Hancock's opiniecn, would have given the Pederals "a viciory
of considerabdle importangs.” 123 |
It was severs) doys before the commandsrs of all Union units engaged -

‘2t Reams! Station filed their reiurns. vhen the adjutant general totaled

the casusliies he found that the troops under Hancock had suffered 2,742
casualiies: 130 k31led, 529 wounded, and 2,073 missing., The proporiicn
of officers lost was wmeually large. In addition o the nine guns left

on the Tisld, Hencook's ariillerists listed the loss of |34 herses, elght

caissons, and siznt llmbers. 5%
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Ceneral Hill deslded sgainst pursuing Hencoek's shatlered corps. Ordays

were issued for Lhe Anfantry coansnders fo collest bhely commaids.  Hampton



was directed to have his dismounted troopers oceupy the abandoned rifle-pits.
Afber detailing man Lo roundup'aad dissrm the hundreds of Federals wandering
about the areca, Hill had his infantry formations move to the west, Along

tcwar&-dark, a hzld was called, and the soldiers, except for the lsrge nuzbeyr

ieketed for cubpost duby, were allowes o bivouag, 197

o

2% dark, General Hosser dirscted (sptain Zmanuel Zipe - of the i2ia

Yirginia Cavalry and $aptain Myeors of the 35th Virginie Zatialion Lo report

L

to General Easpten. Th eavalry lsader told 3ipe and Hyers 30 relievy the

&
infantry posted in the fortdficatiena, Soom after the trocopers moved into

the earthworks, & "berrible storm of rain, thunder and 1ighining® basasu,

R A

(ne of the cavalrymen recalled:

The vivid sireswzs, not flashes, of lighining danced and
glanced alengz the Ha
whiehk sbill stoce
just overhead pessled cub 28 if She inky sky was belng torn vo
gplinters, and in shedts and torrents ihe floods of rain poursd
down, vhile through the thick blackness of the storm and nizght
could be heard all apcund the shrieks and grosns of ihe wounds
2nd dying Federzls, who, totally unabls Lo help themsalvss, wers
;gesping out their lives is agony, withoub one friend to shelier

=

Fail Read track and over the captursd guns,
i there, while every moment the crashing thunder

Y

them from the raging of the fierce tempesy or siop the ebbing
life~tide that poured from thelr mengled bedisa, and in the
morning light thers lay meny corpses along the ground a4 Feams!
whose BoLs had gone up o the Judgment-ihrone amid the bursting
storm and thunder of that horrible night, 150

Seven of Bamptonls regiments remained at Eeams! Station 311 the morning

of the 26th, A% Shad tise Hamplon, after delaching B&tlér!s divisicrn %o

reniove the wounded and police the battlefield, rscalled hiaz troopers. (n

checking with hié_division commanders, Hampton learned that in the previous

derts fighting his corps had lost: 16 killed, 75 wowded, snd 3 wissing. 157
CHillte infantyy columne starisd for ?eﬁafabarg early en the 26Lh. As

he rode back up the Squirrel Lewel roed, Hill checked the reports submdet

by his subtordinsbes, Cn doing 80, hé found that his command had capiursd

12 stand of colors, § pleces of artillery, 10 caisgons, 2,150 prisoners,

3,100 stana of arms, and 32 horses, All this had been accomplished at 2

rel&ti?ely small eost=-720 killed, wounded, and mlesing, 158

 Unien signal officers late in the afterncen thoerved

&
W
rora Rearzet! Station. AY 4:50 2 soucdvin £

I
3
[
9
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Confederaten as thay pet

s yer med g hwden . Wi g . ) ; I

cavalry and = brigade of infantry were sighled a5 iney marehsd up the Sgulreel
-+ T8y - ~ 'Y - . [ B T =
2 road. This column halied near the ¥leadwworks.® 197 Jurning his giasies




o @
‘on this force, the Faderal obsarver saw thal the Rebe were brandishing five
of the 12 colors captured from dancock!s people, Shortly theresfier, another
,iﬁfantfy columhé which the signsl corgs people estimsted Lo number at least
2 division {acoempanied by 12 guns, severzl wazons, and a number of pack
zules}, passzed up thé Squirrel Level vozd and dissppeaved into the Rasbel
works, 160 ' .
Butler's divisien remained on picket dtt? for several days al deamg!

Staticn. Cnly atcub 300 yards separated the aut?ﬁsts in grey fyvom those
in bius, Thers was no shooling, howevsy, a3 bolh Reb and Yank Magreed to
the childish proposition ¢f 'I'1l let you alene if you'll 1lst me alone. '™ 161

- & number of the butternuts waiched as a Unien burial party came cub
under & flag of truce to inter their dead, This task was done in haste;
the Federals returned to thelr ldines, leaving & few dead Yluecoats for

the Johnniss tc lay to rest. 162

Genersl Grezg's Imion cavalry, when the Confederates dsclined to pursue
Henceck's troops, was able to hold iis ground on the evealng of August 25.
1t was nidnight before Gregyg saw fit to reeéll_the {53 Haine snd the §6th
Pennsylvénia from their positiocns co#aring the crossings of Jones Hole Swamp.

. The next morning, Gregyg posted Smith's brigade at Temple's and on the
Jeyusalem plank road. Checkpolints were established on that road and the
roads leading westward to Reams' Station, Stedman's brigade mainbained 1ts
position on the Pinwiddie stage roed $ill 10 2.m, Before withdrawing and
rejoining Gregg, Stedman's troopers were shelled by Hart's four-gun South
Carolina Battery. ‘53 Spear's brigade, which had petired to the derusalen
plank roed ths previous eveniﬁg, waa directed te'regqrt to its parent unite-
favtz's division, 184 _

Although the Confederates had severely punished the II Corps, they hsd
failed 4o shake the Fedsrals' grip on the Welden Dsilresd. Bub in the leng

run, the heavy cssualiiss suffersd by Hancock's psople might have had important
dth the batile of the Welden Railroad, foughit the previcus
v

&

zms! Staticon could be expested to have s depressing
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effect ¢n morele ip the Horihe Wilh sn elesilon op
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in the North would drew strength from the ever lengthing casuelity lists. .
Several more successes of the Bonlederatﬂs*~~sach as Reams! Station ¢1gat
ju;t cause Abrzham Lincoln to lose the electica. '
When he wrote of the battle, General 4. P. Hill repOPtcd, iThe sgbre
and the bayoned have shaken hands on the eneny’s captured bresstworks." 165
Cnce again, 2s many times in the past, Lhae North'Cafolina infaniry
byigades at Reams' Station had coversd themselves with glory. Generpl

- Robert E. Lee on Augusi 2§ wrots Governoy Zebulen B. Vence of Bovin
. Carolinz:

I have freqpently been called upon to menticn tbe s¢rvices
of the North Carolina soldiers in this army, buy their gellantry
and conduct were never mors dsserving of admiration then in the
engagement at Reams! Station, on the 2533 instant.

The brigades of Generals Gooke, Haclae and lLane, the 1as
wader the coamand of Gener:l Conner, advan ced through a thick
abatis of felled trees, under a heavy fire of wusketry and
artillery, and carrisd the ensmy's works witn o steady courage
that elicitsd the warm commendatien of thelr corps ard divisien
comasnders, and the admiration of the aray.

On the same occasion the brigade of Cenerzl Paryinger bor
a conspicucus part in the operatios of the esvalry, which were
no less distinguished for bcldncss and efflcimncy than those of
the .i.ﬂ).ﬂ-‘:ltraaa :

If the men vwhe reﬁain in ﬂorth'carolina share the spirit
of those they have sent to the fisld, es I doubb nob they do,
her defense may be secursly entrusted in their hands. 1

77



TEE BATTIE OF REANMS' STATICH
Chapter I1
Ths Confederates Drive the 11 Garpﬁ from Reams! b*atien
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