Reports reached Lieutenant Genersl Ulysses 5. Grant's City Point,
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at the beginning of February, 1865, that

2

4}

Jirginia, headguarter
Confederates were enmploylng huge wagon trains to heul supplies into
rebersburg for comsunpilen by the Avsy of worthern Virginia, Hations

vas sald, were being ship-

et

tockpiled at depots in Horth Cerolind, it
ed as far as Hicksford, L0 miles below Pelersburg, over the Peters--
turg & Tieldon Railrosd. At Hicksford, the commissary supplies were
removed from the cars and loazded onto wagons., Upon leaving the tem-—
porary railhead, the wagon trzins rolled up the Meherrin River velley
to the Bovdton Flank Pozd, then elong that rosd through dnwidcie
Courthouse and.on to Petersbhurg.
General Grant, hopihg to intercept these trains end breek up this
supply route, drafted a memorandum on Febrﬁary L., zddressed vo the con-
render of his Army of the Potomac, Major Ceneral George G. Meade.
To teke advantagg of tﬁe dry, spring-like weather of the pest few

o destroy or cap-

ture 25 puch 85 possitly! of the querberimsier trelns being used Lo
g ok oo A =y . PR 5
pertially supply® Generzl Roveri k. Lee's Lroops i enc atouy Peters-

Lirz, Meade, to do this, wes to geb nis cavalry ready to teke the field

b
]

rioe out they were to travel liecht, taking Yoo wegons and bub few am-
; :

foon 2g possible, and in no case later then the bth.  vhen the troopers
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The II Corps was to march at the same time, but independent of the

cevalry, "as far south as Stony Cresek Station." There the foobtsoldiers

r\-.

weve to stay till the cavelry hed done the foe 211 the harm it could

and had returned to its base.. Then it.  tock the field, the infantry
s to take aleng four days' rations in haversacks and one aund one-half
deys! forage for the cavalry in wegons, L limited awount of ertillery
wzs to accompany the I1 Corps

The V Corps was to be held ready to go to the assistence of the
1T Gorus, should the Confederates march oub of the Petersburg:pefimeter'
to attack. It might be wise, Grant observed, for ¥eade to send out the
V Corps at Lhe same time as the II,.marching Hit, py 2 road west of the
one taken by the 12uL€T, and to go bub sbout helf way to Stony Creck,
unless required to co so to meetl movenents of the enemy.

Grant entrusted his letter, which ‘vas marked confidential, to a
trusted staff-officer for delivery to General Meade, After studying
the memorandum; Meade concluded That chances for the operation's suc-
cess would be enhanced, 11 severai changes were wade. As one of the
11 Corps' divisions wes in the rifle-pits, valuable time would be
squandered and there would be a risk of atirachbing the Confederates!
aiﬁention should this unii be withdrawn, Meade accordingly thought
it would be better if he sent the V Corps to SBoa Creei, anc two di-
ViSions of the TI Corus to Reamé' Staticn: There the II Corpé' people

.

woulc be in position to suzport the V Corps Yor return to our left flaenic

s

Nesde at 1:L5 v.m. telegraphsd Grent for permission to make these
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out that he had merely mentioned vhe II Corps for the longer merch, be-

cause the V-Corps had undertaken the last exvedition.
while eweiting Crentl's reply, Meade hed been iscussing the s -

1

tion with his staff. QOne of the officers volunbeered that the Confed-
erate trains mov1pg‘along the Boydtbn Plank Road had been créssing the
Votbowsy ab Birchettls Bridge. If Grent would give him the go aheed,
Meade would send the V Corps to the c1§ssing of Stony Creek via Veughan
road, while the IT Corps followed the sarme road as far as Rowanty Creek.
Tnus the infantry would be advanced to wibthin supporting i istance of
Dinwicdie Courthouse, where the cavalry wes to strike the Boydion Plank
Load. Meade wes of the opinion that his horsescldiers had as gddd a2
chance of intercenting the treins near Dinwiddie os at Belfield, vhile
his infantry columns at the same tlle would not have so far to march,

Should the Rebels choose Lo come oub and fight, the II and V Corps

~would be "in good position to invite them.,"

When he forwerded this information to Grant, Vezde inguired, Y“Are
the objects to be stioined conmensutate wilh the dis BEp0 ointment which
the public are sure to entertain if you meke any movement and return
without some,striking:result?“ Z

Replying at 6:45, Grant assured Meade,. ®Your arrangements are
satisfactory,” and the “objecis to be attained are of importence.X

Grant had inguired as to_Wﬂeq the troops wouTq merch, so Meade

at 7:45 wired, "ine cavelry will move out 2t 3 a,m, ard the infaentry

st 7 a.m.® Since his last telsgrem, several teontrabends® had entered

ti:e Union lines, Then queetioned,'they reported that Major General

Vatithew O. Bubler's Confederzte cavelry division had Le$t the Petere-
tury zres the previous week ot Horth Carnlins.  Libh Duller gone,
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Ccevalry, Whean it took the field, the V Corps wes to be accompanied DY

Lee would have only one mounted division, Mejor General W. H., ¥. Ywooney!
lee's, to eppose the Federal horsesolidiers, 7

e departure of FButler's division caused Grant to

again contact ¥eade., If the Union cayvelry could possibly go to Belfield,

1
o

it was to do so, beczusc there wrs said to ve 2 large guantity of stores

- , &
stockpiled there, |

Mesde and hL staeff in the meantime had prepared a Wcircular® for

the guidance of the coerps commanders and Brigadier General David Mci.

Gregg, the leader of the Army of the Potomac's cavalry, Gregg was to

have.his.division on the read a2t 3 s.m. to-morrcw, to proceed via Leaus'
Station to the Bovdton Plerk Roed, for the purpose of intercepting ard
czpturing Rebel wegon trains carrying supplies from Belfield. - Should
an opportunity_occur to inflict- Yinjury on the enemy," Gregg was to
aveil himself to it, The cavalryman was to leave with the V Corps one

of his cavalry regimente and 2 supply train, loaded with "one and a half

day's forage" and his reserve ammunition. The troopers were to be ratiocned

for #four days from to-morrow morning." Gregg was to keep the leader of
the V Corps posted, and in event of an engagement he was to look o him
9

for orders.

Major Ceneral Couverneur K. Werren wes Lo merch his V Corps at 7 a.im.

to J, Hergrave's house, on the road leading from Fowenty Postoffice to

Binedddie Courthouse. There he was to teke post. in suppert of Gregg's
o batteries, one rifled and one swooth-bore, and the usual amount of
Like the troopers, the footsoldiers.

retions. Ninety rounds of emmunition

e ] = 77 - 5 ; ool P
weuld be zllocabed ny the corps! ordnence orfficer for sach AN
;
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zlong on the expedition,

reserve., H0ne-helf the usual allovwance

+z1 and ong medicine wagon teo

intrenching tools, besides
Should VWarren nesd

10

COTES .

e
1]
[an
H
@
b
:

]
&

reed over
Mhold these two points end the
his front and to the
with two batteries, allcwance
and mediéal supplies would be identical

Ais a2 situation could develop where

Nelson f. Flles), ere

on sbort.notice.

garrigons of the works,t

~¢CCcr“an their general,

AL}

the pioneer toels,® would

reinforcements,

mhfmxmstOHMﬁ

Corps divisions ™ot on the line to the
Hotoner's / sic / Run and to Armstrong's
communica

in his rear.

the IX Corps and Brigedier General George W.

when he took the field at & a.m,
February L, had prepar

1 instructions.

50 rounds in cartridge-boxes and the rest in
of ambulances, with one hospi-

cach brigace, togetner with one-helf the

be taken by the

he was 1o look to the IX

out at 7 otcleck with
crossing of the Vaughen
¥ills.® Hewould

tions with General Warren® to

The I1 Corps was bto march

as bo rations, emrunition, tools,
to that of Marren's people,

tne entire Army of the Potomec

sight be called on to beke the field, Major General Jonn G. Parke of

Getty of the VI Corys,

- &long with the lezder of Humphreys! First Divislon (Brigadier Genersl
alerted to rold their commands ready to march
Théy were to be prepéred to withdraw "all the troops
excent bhe mininum nuxber necessary to raintain the picket-line and the

Meade's staffws pub on call to be ready to

12

red enu Gistributed

When bthe division

~ o verrmsn )
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'Coros was to move out, Heall

',here to be detailed to protect the camps during the corps' absence.

- Grant, he lateled the cireular prepa

rere to proceed down the Jerusalem Plank Road to Gary's Church, then

1

to5 Reams! Station, where the commander of the advance brigade, Colcnel

o, Irwin Gregg, was to receive additional instructions. o batteries

would be teken along on the expedition, while the leader of the 3d Eri-

gzde wes to designate one of his regiments to report to General Warren.

hed snnounced the order in which his ¥

Meanwhile, Ceneral Yarre

D

zing that there would be delays, Warren

wEnted his division corms nders to have their people formsd and reacy

to march by £:30 a.m, Brigadier Generel Kemeyn B, Ayres! Second Divi-
sion wae to have the lead, followed by Brigadier Genéral Charles Griffin’'s
First Divisicn, the artillery, Brigedier General Sa@uel W, Crawforﬂfs
Taird Division, the ambulances, and finglly the reserve ordnaice Wagons.

The usual nmumber of spring wagons would be allowed to accompany the

U"several headquarbers." At é: 30 in the morning, &1l the corps' ploneers

were to assemble &t Dr. Gurley’s nouse. 4 thres days! supsly of beel

caftle én the hool were.to be drivén along‘on the expedition., Guards

1L
V Corps troons currently on the picket line were to be left, when

the long blue columns mpved out. Rations to subsist the 1,400 pickets

hére'ﬂo be issued by the corps' chief of commissary. 15

General Humphreys, having served for months as Meade's chief of

+ n 4 . 1 A . .
staff, Was more securily consclous then Warren and Gregg., Like Generz

cormenders, “Yeconfidentizl.® Brigsdier General Thomas A. Smivth was Lo
©2 & J

rareh his Second Division ab 7 e.m, down Ysughan road, past Cummings'?
. < I &

houss, and via & crossroad te the vicinity of Armstrong's il Thers
1 >
a8 waz o posh hiz troous asod hold the Habtcher Lun crossing. ther units

r




of Smyth's command were to guard the crossroad over which the Second
5

T,

pivision hed marched from Vaughan road and "look up the Duncan road
towerd the TWatlkins house.! Skyth's column was to be preceded by 350
norsesoldiers, who were to drive the Rebel vedettes beyond Hatcher Run.

The troopers were then to cross the stream, pushing on to Debney's Bill,

Fral

The Third Division, Brigsdier Ceneral Greshom Moll commanding, was

to follow Smyth. One brigade was to cross Hetcher Run, and hold the

e

roads beyond leading to Armstrong's and Tebney's mills. £ second bri-

=

gade was to be posted at the crossing of Hatcher hun, vhile & third vas

to be positioned at the point where the crossroad to trmstrong's Mill
leaves Vasughan road.
- During the advance, Emyth's people were to ook out for their right

ard. front, and, in conjunction with Mobt'!s division, testeblish a line
16

connecting with the corps picket-line near thhe Tucker house....!

To insure thet Smyth and Mott took the field with as many effectives

as possible, Humphreys issued instructions that during the night the 355

men from Smyth's division currently on picket were to be relieved by

soldiers from Censrzl Miles'! First Division., Mott's pickels would not
be relieved, but would ve withdrewn when the -division moved out, "ex—

cepting

a sufficient force to protect the camps in thelr rear against
guerrillas.® Miles, at & a.m, on the 5th, was to send garrisons to

v

¥orts Fmory and Siebert,
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THE BATTLE OF HATCHER'S RUN, FEBRUARY 5-7, 1865
Chepter I

Meade snd His Cenerals Prepare to Strike

Notes
Andrew 4. Humphrevs, The Virginis Cempeign of !6k znd !65 (ifew York,

1882), 312.

The Wor of Lhe Revellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of

the Union and Confederate Armies (Weshinglon: 1880~ 1001), Series I,

Vol, XVi, pt. II, 367.

Tbid. | -

Tbid. The V Corps, reinforced by vhe Third Division of the 11 Corps
L B3, _ P8

and Brigadier Genersl Davia Mcl. Gregg's cavalry, in December had

destroyed the Weldon Railroad, as far as the ¥eherrin Eiver,

Humphreys, The Virginie Campaien of '6k and 165, 310.

Q. R., Series I, Vol, XLVI, pt. II, 367n368.

., 368 In early Janugry, the Confederste leaders had decided
to send General Butler with two (Rutledge's and Young's) of his
three brigades to South Carolina to.éheck the advence of Major
General_ﬁilliam T. Sherman's powerful "Army Croup. On January
19 an order to vhis efféctvrae issued. Mejor Gener:zl Vade Hampton

- about the same Lime wés directed %o procééd.to South,ﬁarqliﬁa.

"
7

Edward I, Wells, Hempbon and His Cavelry in '6Z {#ichmond, 189

pa—

1O

. BE., Series 1, VO¢. ¥ILVI, pt. II, 368, 370.
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ieid,, 368,
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13

14
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Toid., 370, 377-378. A telegrsph line was to be run from aruy head-

A,

=3

waerters to the IT Corps! command post on Hatcher

*

'R x

Teid., 370, 372. Genersl Hiles! division, which was posbted in the

‘

T ——

earthworks, was toreport during the corps' absence to army hesdguarters.

to recall two-thirds

n

Ibid., 382. Colonel Gregg of the 2d Brigade1s

of the force that he had on picket al dusk. The troovers remeining
_ j X g

on picket were to maintein their present line, with such modifications

as Colonel Gregg might direct, Ibid,

Tbid., 379.

Tpid., 378, 379.
Tbid., 373~37k. General Miles wes to hold his division, tincluding
the garrison of the rear works, ready to move, excepbing the force

heretofore specified for gerrisons, pickets, as the picket-line .

south of the roed running west from Fort Curmings will require to

'bé changed quickly by orders from the commending general.! Tbid.

'ggig;; 37, 375. 'Héretofore, Smyth's division had. gerrisoned

Foris Emory and Siebert.
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" HATCHEE'S RUM, FEBRUARY 5-7, 1865

<

THE BATTLA O
Chapter IT

The Confederztes Come Cub To Fight

Reveille sounded at 2 o'clock on February 5, 1865, in the encamp-
ments occupied by Gerersl Gregg's fast-moving cavalry divi S“Oﬁ.. Before
an,hoﬁr had passéd, the btroopers had wolfed down 2 hurried breakfast,
squared'away their gear, and saddled thelr horses. The three brigadés

had been formed, mustered, ad inspscted by 3 a.m, Generzl Gregg now

gave the word, ahd the division moved out, The 2d Erigade, Colonel J.

oL

as the long column rode vhrough
1

Trwin Gregg commanding, tock the lea

. the de“kpess dovn the Jerusalem Planﬁ Rood.

AL Gary's Churcb_ the Wegd regiment, the i;tn Pennsylvania, turned

off the plank road and into & road leading westward. The early risers

were getting up, @s the column Lassea Wood's Shop. Daylight found the

-horsesolelers at Reams' Station, where Gerneral Gregg directed the ad-

Yance into the Hzlifax road, Veberans pointed out to replacements sites

essocizted with previous encounters with the Hebels in ard about Reams'

Station., At Mzlone's Crossing, the cavalry entered the Malone's Bridge

Aboub s mile from Helone's Bridge, men of the 13th Pennsylvenia

sighted Rebel pickets, Capbain Nethaniel S. Sneyd ordered the gait

Cuickened. The Confecerates were Seen to swing into their saddles and

‘rebire Tepidly dowm the road., Troopers of the 13th Penasy Avania pounded

Crossing Howanby Cresic, the greyclads sounded the slerm and Took

Lotimaes 4, . . o - & R, - \ L1 Y 1. 4 Y . Toem
ver in oz line of rifle-pits, Alsried by shouis and shois, the reserve

sepp e Rt
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drive the enen

_fleet than thelr comrades, were overtasken by the Federals,

nad crossed and moments before the Federzls came into sighb, the Con-

‘federates removed & number of planks, whlch th d previously loosened
from the bridge.

Geaeral Gregg, who rode with the venguard, saw the fortifications
and caT Led for the commander of the 13 th Pennsylvania to form his
troopers for beflble, As soon as the cavelrymen had dismounted and

-

horse-holders had been detailed, the Pernsylvaniesns deployed &s skir-

‘mishers to the left and rignt of the road, “with orders to advance and

from his position....®

T
o

+ T

The troopers fought thelr way, "Indian-fashion,? toward the edge

" of the stream, Vithin a few ninutes, the bluecoais had gained the upper
... hend and were azble to keep The Revels pinned down. Covered by the fire

. of these sharpshooters; volunteers. dashed forward and repaired the bridge.

iy

'.Colonel'Gregg now celled up the 2d Pennsylvaniz. Putting the spurs to .
tneWr nors°s, the 2d Pedns~1van1 Cavalry clattered zecross the bridge,

*g_scatterinv the ConfederateS3 who had abandoned their position and were

PaCinﬂ for their mounts, in 21) directions. An officer and 15 men, less
2

When the march was rensvied, the gth Pennsylvenia Cavalry of Gregg's
Drigade took the lead, as the division pounded westward toward Dinwiddie

ekl T . PP - At ) . L]
Courthouse by way of the military and Vaughan roads. No further opnosil-

_ Ylon wes encountered, as the Yankee horsesoldiers pounded ahead, The

Ilederates, whon thery ned bested ia the engagement at Malone's Bridge,

= i3 N . ) A B . . . [ . )
=4 relired toward Stony Creek. . Galloping into Linwiddie Courthouse

L Nine WLEOUS .
Liie Lhe of visinsn I'CCbC"j., ljolf)_{“;el v_rgg_g Or‘égn‘_ﬂ_zed g_;l‘; Sant OUn LT
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fioed towerd Belfield, while the 16th Peansylvania Cgvalry headed up the

» : :
combaet patrols. The 8th Pennsylvenia Cavalry rode down the Boydion Flank

LN}

from Lhe 2d

o
o
[
4]
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plenk road in the direcilon of Petersburg.
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Pennsylvenia Cavalry heacded oul the Flat Foo
Lieutensnt Colonel Willism A. Corrie and his horsesold iers of the
gth Pennsylvaniz drove down the plark road to & roint beyond the cross-

ing of Butterwcod Creszk, without 1ﬁueﬂgeﬁ ing any more wegons, Shear-

O*;

headed by Captain kcTowell's squadron (Companies A and D), the 16%h

Perns ylvanis rode up the plank road about five miles, overta

Cwegons and an ambulance, and capburing three officers snd e dozen en-

listed Confederates. The 16th Pemnsylvenia, not having fired z shot,

‘then retraced its steps. Of the three ratrols ordered out, only the
- 2d Pennsylvania exchanged shots with the Rebels, As they advanced down
”Flat Foobt rozd, bhe horsesoldiers of the 24 Pennsylvenia clashed wibth a

':smrll mounted detachment, 3

the prisoners and the r esidents

U'Q

-General Gregg, after questionin

‘:”OL tne village, concluded that information indicating th e Rebels viere

.n@V“Pv larée quanulbles of supnlles into Peter sburg by way'of the Boydton

]

'Planh Road was false. During the_past ten days, he wrote Chief of Staff

Ale der S. Webb there had beenvery little wagon traffic along that

TegC.  Although he hed driven his men herd, only 18 wagons had been cap-

e L 1 Fovert B, Lee's infantyy divisions had

t of the 4th, four miles northeast of Dinwiddie Court-
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“%. This foree had broken camp at dawn and hed marched up the Loydavon
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Confederate troop movements, hovever,
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:_‘CE'IE?‘EI Warren Bne snformati-= that the horsescldiers had collected

at Mzlone's Bridge st 10 p.r. On the refurn march, a half dozen mounted o

butt_ernuts haressed Gregg's rzir gusrd, GCaptein Oliphant's squadron

{
rerimeter.
According to the priscrzsz, Colonel B, Huger FRutledge's South Carolina
ceyslry Brigade had gone scum:, The remainder of Lee's cavalry, currently
‘operabing on the Southside, =z szid to be "about Belfield and north to- '
werd Jarrattis." Because of Tie destruction of the railroad bridge across
gne Meherrin River, there wi: reportedly only a small g ity of sup-
;:Inies at Belfield, con nseguenilT, G"‘egg decided the pisk-oeirleading his .
I : L
(5:.‘:15 ion to that point wasn't wrth The rikx, © S _ Lo

Batisfied that he haq 17 ic ted 211 damage he could to the Confeder-

me mlT:LsJary in the Dinwiddi= lourihouse arsa, Gregg started his division 0o
bagk for the Eowanby, As hiz Tanguard wes turning into the military road i
_at Kidd's, -Cenerel Cregg ser. : patrol down Vaughen road fto relay to D

regarding 'Re‘::el activities irshe area, The cavalry cdivision was back

PRy

(uo%hnies G anc H),

A
A o Y

General Humphreys and ris staff were up and aboubt long before day-

tresk en Pebruary 5. Check?:: his order of battle at 5:25, Humphreys

-:s cavalry officer (Who wes to have reporied

]
L

pin3
w
[
[¢]
[4

o
e}
ry
5
4]
ja
i
m
ck
—
ot}
N
re
Ly
[
o,
]

ot shown up. Vhen he investigated,

©

vered thet thems had been a mistake: the cavalry wa

“wreport at 6 otclock. At iz designated hour, Major ¥Frank W. Hess

s and men of "z 3d Pennsy 1va iz Cavalry showed up 2t
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Comrunicating with General Smwmyth, Humphreys was delignted to learn

that the Second Division's picket line had been relieved by trocps from

Sriyth assured his corps cornm Lrat tni

Unis

-

OUY

=2

3L

his troops were massed ab McDougall's house and were ready and eager

8

o take the field,

o+

1

3

s

o

AL 7 otelock Smyth's civision, preceded b Yajor Hess and
“troopers, took up bhe march, Immediately benind the cavelry, as the
Seconq Division turned inte Vaughen road, czme Colonel William A - i

Olmsted's Ist Brigacde, foilowed by Colonel Mabthew ¥urpghy's 24 Erigade, :

the 10th Massachuselts Battery, and Lieutenant Colonel Francis E, E

Pierce's 3d Brigade, Before the column had hiked very far. down Vaughen ' f

.road Colonel Olmsted, in compliance vilth instructions from Genersl

Smyth, sent the 19th Massachuseits forward to support Hesst! cavalry.

Generzl Mott had turned his division out al daybresk. Forty min-
utes before the Third Division was slated to move out, ILievtenant John

Wi. Reder repcrted to Mott with his unit-—3Battery K, Lth U. &, Light Ar-

tillery, reinforced by a section of Battery B, fst Tthode Island'Light

tillery, tt at 7 c.m. pub his division in motion., The Third Di-

Vision, with Brigadier General Regis De Trobriand's Ist Brigade in the

lead,'followed Smyth's column down Vaughan road, UNear McDowell's house,

‘one of Humphreys' staff-officers hailed General Fott, Humphreys wanted

tht to send forward-the brigade that was to force a crossing of Hatcher

éﬁn. Pot uold De Trobfiand o aééompany the aide, Instructions at the

Szme time were issued helting Sryth's division. ' ‘ )
The 1st Brigade and one section of Battery K followed De Trotriand,

T

€5 he rode through the picket line, De Trobriand's mission wes twofold.
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of Hetcher Bun et Vaughen rosd,
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ALD roacalng Eatcher Fun, Major Hess and his scouts 'saw

waske disposiiion to hold the rozds leading to Armstrong's andg Debneryts
+iils."® Screened by Hess and his horsesoldiers, De Trobriand's biue-
1ot i0

-

Shots were exchanged near Cumnings! house, as Hess' cavalrymen

Fal 4

charged and drove Confederate vedettes down the road toward the ford,
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8.cm¢|l detachment of Reoels posted in rlfle—plts on the opposite bank
to-guard the Vaughan road crossing. 'A-hurried reconnsissance satisfied

Hes tbat his troopers would be unable to force a Wpassage' as planaed,

elled timber,

Hy

because the crossing had been obsiructed wiih
Uponn receiving this news from Hess, De Trobriand prepered to employ
his infontry to establish the bridgehead, Soldiers of Lne 2a U, S. Sharp-

shooters were called up and deployed as skirmishers to the front and right

‘of the Rebels! breasiworks. While the sharpshooters engaged the Johnnies,

”the 99th and 110th Peansylvenis worked their way through the woods soubh

=

“lof Vaughan road. Colonel Edwin B. Biles of the 9%th was to teke advant-

4ze of the diversion effected by the regulars to force a passage of Hatcher

fun at the broken dem, 200 yards below the crossing.,

After waiting acout 15 minutes and hearing nothing further from Colenel
W3 '

slies, Gene ral De Troorﬁanq rode to the left to ascertein the cause of the

‘;1‘
Leizy, As his horse troited into the woods, De robrlaﬂq was shaken to

€ the two Penns*annla regiments lying down among the trees, He was

o NIR

nded en explanation. Biles
was impassable for footscldiers

e his. FOVe*eﬂuS‘ ot the sharp-

-

g gy



The misunderstanding resolved, the §9th Pennsy1van1a supported by .

ine 110th, moved out of the woods and charged across & small, open field
2 ) 2 fhy

Y

the bluecoats to attenpt a

< B a2 = LA AT .y
the bank of the run. Witaouy

Lo
crossing,‘the butternuts abandeoned their earthworks and disappeared into
ihe tlvoer beyond. Even with no opposition, the Yarks ekperieﬂced O~
rin reaching the right bank of }atchér Fun,  The
veter was deep and cold, the men hed to jump,.one after the other,
irom 165 to iog. General De Trobriand was compelled to dismount and
pass the.stream in similar fashion.
Hating gained the west bank of the run by $:30, General De Trobriand ' ?
ned the wission of rosting his men to cover the bridgehead and waich. tne

roads leading to Armstrong's and ‘Dabney's mills. An arc-shaped line was

T g

laid out, crpssing the two roads, the right resting on the run and the

left on a swamp.' As the regiments of The st Prlgaqe siowly worked their .
wey across Hetcher Run, the un1ts fllea into poslulon. Qutposis were .

pushed out, connecblng on the left with the captured rlfleuplts in whlcn

De Trobriand posted two companies, The brigade's numerically strongest

regiment, the 1st Maine Heavy Artillery, was held in reserve, ready to
~
move on the double to any point on the perimeter where its services were

. reguired, Observing that Rebel skirmishers occupled the woods to their

 cvin . - .12
center and right, the Yanks dug in. :
Heznwhile, Lhe rision pioneers had bean called up and pub to work

tridging the run, One bridge wes thrown across_the strean at the Vaughsn

rcad crossing and a second ab the broken dem, The latter bridge wes
eomnleted first. As soon ac the bridge was declared reely for traffic,

bajor Hess and his horsezoldiers crossed and reported to

e : ] 3 R el e e 3
wvtn, &5 scon as Le Trobrianc's rear guarc hzd nossed,



et

t01d Colonel Olmsted to resume the march: The leader of the II Corps,

censrel Humphreys, wented Smyth to secure & crossing of Hatcher Run ab
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symstrong's Mill, After covering the bridgehead, Suith

‘4o the right bevond R. Armstrong's house, anchoring his right on Eocky

ch, Preceded by 2 company of the 3d Pernsylvenia Cevalry, the

Second Divisien followed De Trobriand!s column 1o within one-half mile

i

L.
el

i, Here it turned inte a

avener

[

of the Vaughen road crossing of |

ezding westward through Lhe woods to Armstrong’s Mill, As

5
9]

cart road

.

0

roached Bocky branch, tbe;'“ re fired on by Con-

s

the horsesoldiers &

federate outposts, Supporied by the 19th Massachuselis Infantry, the

-

Penn5"lva ians cnargsed, driving the Rebels across the stream. A short

'rdisiance beyond, the butternuts rzllied and checked the Union cavalry.

;Thfee éompaﬁies-of the 19th kassachusetts, deployed as skirmdshers, now
ntodk the lead., Smashing the Confsderate roacblock, the infeniry chesed
“the Jopnnles across Hatcher Fun. Here their advence was stopped by the

 fire of sharpshooters posted in rifle-pits on the opposite bank. The

14

officer in charge of the skirmishers shouted, "Take cover!®

General Smyth, hearing shots in the woods off to his left, cailed
on Colonel Qlmsted for znovher Ieglﬁ€Pu. The brigade commencder sent
the 19th Maine. The gen eLGW told Lieutenant Colonel Joseph W, Speuld-

ing of the Maine'regimﬂnt to move his people "in line of battle off to

the left,® Covered by two companies, deployed as skirmishers, the 19th
dzine nor<ec its wey through woods and dense undergrowth., The Me inemen

‘reached Hatcher Run 2nd sew febel infentry picketing the oprosite bank.

creyclads diving into thelr rifle-pifs, which

“€vera] shots sent the g

R

tarelleled the bank at & disbance of about ten rods
thne feilurs of >he foe Lo cleor fields of firs,
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cpeulding's skirmishers crossed the run, one at & time on & fallen tree,
znd ook cover in a defileded ares bebtween the water and top of The bank.
iithough il wes slow going, Lne rest of the re

the route pionesred by the skirmishers, A11 his men across, Spaulding

hers, ks soon a5 they showed themsslves, there was
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sharp outburst of firing., Within 15 minuves, the s
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Maine had geined tne upper hand, and the Hebel
Spaulding's skirmishers lost no time in teking possession o
doned breastworks, Reinforced by two edditional companies, the skir-

mishers extended Lo the right, Visual contect was soon established

with the picket line of the 19th Mzsszchusetis on the north side of

Hatcher Run. 15 _ ;;
While the 19th Maine was carving out a bridgehead, Genersl Smyth

procéeded-td deplby his.division, keeping in mind General Hunphreys!

instructions to extend to the right. The troops'were rarched up the

road leadiﬁc to Armstrong's house and UTacea in line of battle, Colonel

--Olmsted's brigade was posted with its left flank (the TSﬁh Massachusetté)

_resting.on Habcher Fun,and in contact with the 19th Maine on tﬁe south

o

bank, The ground occupied by much of the fst Brigade was in & field,

facing the woods. Skirmishers advancsd into the pines, while the rest
of the treoms were pubt to work erecting breastworks. As the 7t

oba advanced into the timber to the left and front,

(fl

and the 1st Minne
Yhey drove in Confederate pickets, capluring two. o
Colonel Mathew Murghy's 24 Brizade wes posted on the right of
on Rocky Branch. The line along vhich

trenched %was in advance of the Armstrong house and

v, housa.!  One regirent, the 164Lh Hew



S .

wvas advanced &s pic&ets

~

Shortly oePOfe noon, & unit from the 3d Brigede, the ist Delawsre, re-
coried to Colonel Murvhy. The Delaware people were posted on the right,

tpefusing their right wing, with their two right ccmpan vies thrown perpendi-
(=] (=3} gy Ey

cularly to the rear," About 100 yards in front of his rignt, across the

.

intervening clearsd ground, Murghy could see the pr file of & Ee&b
b 3 & & En

1

?i th Mconpecting curtains.! 7%hile the soldiers were ¢igging in, a gun eni—

"ﬂﬁPEd in. thls work sent an occasional round screaming overhead, bul beyond

17

sheking up the recruiis doing no damag
ng I

i1 .The 3d Rrigade was to consiitute Smyth's reacy reserve, conseoueq 1y, it

1t ridge, " near Armstrong's. ~Colonel

|«H

was masssd Bunder cover of a silg

“Fierce by noon had been called upon for four units, besides the lst Delawzre.
AV 11.a.m, the 7th West Virginia Batbalion was ordered to report to Colonel
‘gﬁlmsued. Led by a staff-officer, the lest Virginians crossed Halcher Run on

2 dam, under a galling smell-arms' fire, and took position alonrque the 19

. The 14th Connecticut was rushed up from the reserve Lo be posted in

upport of two sections of the 10th Massachusetls Battery. The left section,

Yieutenant 1r ' :
‘=ieuvenant Milbrey Green commanding, had emplaced its fO-pounder Perrobts

Lt

‘Armstron;'s house, cormanding Duncan road snd CQVering the Iront

Sand “?Gﬂu of the Second D1V1330ﬂ‘ the center section had unlimbered its

Fun and Smyth's left
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olonel Georgs F. Hoprer advanced with his battalion o

2% 10th New York to reinforce Olmsted!s skirmish line, while at 2 p.m.

TR R T r : . . . . . i e, i

©tieUn New Jerssy was organized into fatigue perties and asta iled Lo
S E g A ) 18

SRIICY & ocorduroy. road.

Gersral lotbtte 2d znd 3d Erigecdes hed trailed Srytn's division cown
- :
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" in the woods at Tucker's.
"brigade, familiarizing himself with the topography
.'F?rks. Ncﬁlliste“'s people went to 'orﬁ with & will,
that directioen.

Teave + Cs P y v
d22ve the protection of thelr fortificatlons, &nd launch &

¥ott called a brief halt,

oad To CLHI Lngs ' house, In pur—

Here

!\)

aghen I

LW

cosnce with Meade's mester plan, ¥ott sent Colcnel Robert MeAillister's 34

"5“

U}

Yrigade dovm & wood road boward Tucker ¥eAllister was to place hi

rganization in "line of battle near the Tucker house, across the road

Jezding past it, and to throw out pickets well Lo the front, connecling
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terts infentry had filed into gositicn

L
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A line of outposts was established end manned
by'the 120th New York and the 11th New Jefsey,_and a connection made with

Iﬁrpnv's uecond DlVlSlOﬂ pickets along a cart road, NcAllister spent most

the Torenoori explor_nﬂ the woods in front of the sector OCCupleQ by his
: 20 _

.

At 12:30 orders were received from General Humphreys 1o build breast-

ICATllutef fearea

ke t 2 Rebel column might in filtrate the grouua between his right ‘and a

-brgnch of Arthur Swaup, so he had his soldiers extend their rifle-pits in

21

General Humphreys had been studying nis meps. On doing so, he con-

¢luded that, if pest experiences were a guide, the Confedsrates would soon

-

& Vigorous counter-

Humphreys felt tret the Rebels would aim their initial blow at the

&rez petween Haleher Hun and the headwabers of Arthur Swemp, where Smyth's

- ucawllster’s men were enbrenching, Consequently, Humphreys roée to his

Yo exzmine Smybh's and MeAllister's positions, The corps connsnder

—
o
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thet McAllister's brigade, although it was stretched To the bresking

0
o
o

u

roint, was unable to cover the wride exparise of front between Hocky Branch

and Arthur Swanp,
AfTter checking with General Meade, Humpnreys al 2 p.m. telegraphed
General ¥iles to dispetch Ya strong brigade to relieve.,.Mcillister in
T e . 3 .- 0] 22
the position now occunied by him nesar tne Tucker house,b
An zble and vigorous officer, Miles did not cuibble, Contacting
the leader of his Lth Brigsde, Colonel John Remsey, the general told him

k)

to move oub with &1l of his "disposzble force,® Lis soon as the soldiers

could be turned out under erms and in light marching order, Colonel Hamsey

23

ot his column in motion down Veughan road,
Miles, after he saw Ramsey's troops hit the road, wired Humphreys that

the were en _route to Tucker's. If all went according to schedule, the bri-

24

my
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should bte there by 3:ik5.-

Remsey's .people marched more rapidly than anticipsted. At 3:30 a mem~
ber of Bamsey's staff rode up to Meallister's command post,-and handed the
leader of the 3¢ Brigade & cony of Generzl Humphreys' 2 o'clock telegram

his tour, Mcillister's bluecocts hed nearly completed the line of works

frg
e
i

on which they had been working., EBefore McAllister could recover from the

€Zlect of this bombshell, Colonel Eamsey rode up at the head of his brigade.

Inside of 30 minutes, Bemsev'!s soldiers hed replaced McAllister's in
> wr i

the pifle-pits ard along the nicket line, After being relieved, Mcillister
“ived his regiments in a fielc 200 yerds behind the fortifications, while

5 L. s ™ -
“¢ sent his adjutant-general, Captain Johin P. Finkelmeler,to division head-
3 £

4

“2riers for fresh instructions, HNeedless te say, MeAllister’s soldiers

i

=% & lot of complaining zhoul heving the fruits of their labor enjoyed
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s Lrogn AnDUNLT GL vision., =T L DL, oraers

art

vt e e = -




the east bank, Humphreys oublined Lo Generzl De Trobrd

¥aughan road, M"so as to tzke possession of the Ie

~esteblished by the mejor at Debney's Mill,

reillister to redeploy his brigede on Remsey's left,
Remsey's regimental comranders, after posuing their uﬂlts deployed and
scvanced some oi thelr 1 ag nickets, Theo rest of the soldiers stacked

1 2 3 b

Fﬂanwh13e, acconmnanied by Genersl MHoth, Wesl's brigade had reached

Fabcher Pun to Ifind De Trobriand's blueccais in possession of the opposite

the stream, Moti told Vestu o form his

while West!s infantry was teking position, Generals Humphreys and

<Mott crossed Hatcher Fan to inszect the bridgehezd. Before returning to

~what their next moves should be. De Trobriand was to push oub zlong
R . & o

Tral

. Keys! house.? Hess and his horsesoldiers were to open commumnicztions

: the 19th Maine at Armstrong's Ford, A 30-man outpost wes to be

26

Hess, heving the smeller command, moved first. On the road to

_s\. - . . . N
ATis t*ons's Ford, one-fourth mile beyond the perimeter held by De Tro-

”briand‘s infzntry, Hess' cavelry encountered Rebel picikets. The grey-

h o ~ ~
.23 wers formed aTan the edge of & wood and posted behind a ra1l fence,

Corpany &, Captai 1 Touis H. Stilié cownending, wes dismounbed and ordered

rive in tHe Rebels, but they were too strong. Major Hess called for

o s
SUEEDY R to chergs, vountﬂd, on Company &'s lefi, while Company M ad-

T ’ eqa ! . . 1 - . }
FEnced on Stilld's right. Sweeping forward, the Yenks routed the butter-

ronm behind the fence, capturing five. As they felt their way

“Tough the pines beyoad, the Pennsylvania cavalrymen encounlered tne

in Hesnsidersble force.t Hess wae sabtlsii



roac,

tsaidiers, unless he was reinforced,

4

enzral BHumphreys directed Hess to retura to

V Corps &t 4. Hargraves'.

and

toner & two-mile rids towerd Herzreves', fess! vanguard wes Tired on by

wog now free

iwe from his

irom Westls (1

ﬁey'rx essed

YWhnen Hes

‘Y%Ughan roed,

' pce Suppor

the column re

thel the roszd

ﬂ soon gained their oal.

shel roadblock

Lo . ) . L .
tact was established “iih the V lorps. After reporting to Jeneral Warren,

d in tre sines esst of Vaughan road.

R S e . emar Hatahaw e Sl e Awt oo
West 2t 1 o.m. nal cresssd Hatcher Run wiwh nls origace,

he hed Zomed line of battle with his right resting on Vaughen

0
4

left, vi:h was re’used, anchored on the run, De Trobriand

5

fts il ro&d. Tares regiments,
trigace ne AOth zw York and the 110th Penﬁs 7van1a) and one

the 1051, Fennsylvznia) were entrusted with this mission. Aas

forwerc . ine Yarke: footsoldiers swept back the Hebel pickebs, ;

5! cavel— battali=n was fired on,as it felt its way aslong

the 10:

Pennsylivznia was ordered to horsesoldiers' zssist-

ted by Tz infantrr, the troopers charged and smashed the
¥. Th: Lvance egiong Vaughan road was continued £ill con-

ol

traced 7z steps, ::d Major Hess notlileq General Humphreys

o the ¢2::1 tower zehind Fori Fisher, signal corps perscnnel

1 lines == tneir “-int under ovservabion. AL 3:15 p.m. these

02le varned Miles 1o bhe Zevils were Umoving & very heavy column to

Wiles “ilegraphel this importent informetion to his superior,

c-ars were ‘ssued alerting the division commenders o

] PRI ko
i £<1.J_,‘:'A g CounleTiuviicK.
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to the chancel., He received the communion and, teking up his heit en

.~ gloves from the pew, left immecistely.’

‘line on the zlert and in readiness for any emergency.?
. 5

alerted his subordinates charged with guarding the approache

i
pRs

a5t experiences, many of Them bitter, enztled ve
I > - 3

e
(i)

®

=en of the Army of the Potomac lo know about what Genersl Robert E. Les
and his peo*le's response to their surge toward the Boy Qtoq lank Hozd
would be. - Indeed, they wers able te calculate Just zbout the length of

Pl

time it would tzke Lee and his genevsle to ready a powerful counver vlow.

-

Lee was atiending church in Petersburg, when an alde entered, and,

in 2z hushed velce, told his general thel Union infentry hzc forced &
pessage of Hatcher Twa at the Vaughan road crossing. Lee waited cuietly

jon

30

~Before riding for the point of denger, Lee stopped in at his head-

1.

querters for a few minutes. & telegram was Gispatched at 2:&5,relaying

news of the Union. advance to the Wer Lepariment, and ammouncing that the
SR R L 1 , )

jgeneral was preparing Lo meeb the foe, 31 At-then same time, Chief of

. A* 1_le“ ni1l3em K. Pencleton was notified, "The enemy are advencing

S on the Vaughan rozd, cavelry and infantry crossing at Hatcher's / sic /

Fun, ~This mey be & strong movement. FHave the artillery on the viole

32

In the past, tne deaera_s haﬂ alvays made 2 thrust north of the James

1

“Wyerd Bichwond, in cOnéunction with attempbs to extend thelr leftl, so

Lievterant General James Longstreet was contacted. longstreet in turn

<

ref Qenerzl Lee Yanticipates a simultancous move on our left,!

2

To cope with this new Union offensive; CGeneral lLes hed available &
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Heth's and Cadmus .

seperated Heth's left from Wilcox's right, From right to 1eft Heth's

-

¥eComb's, Brigadier General Joseph R, Davis!, and Brigadier Genersl

:

R 2 3 - ' - ) SR - I o
- HeGowan's on the right, Lene's in the center, and Scales' on the left.

[ T . T |
mathox snd had

[an
®
e
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Wilcox's other brigede, Thomes!, was north of

39

been stationed there since July 4.

Twiy

£f, General Lee at 3 otclock rode cub o

u,

Accompanied by his ste

Petersburg, teking the Boydion Plank Hoed, Already, a nunber of Lee's

efélS, in accordance witi his inslrucliocns, their ecolumns in
.ﬁﬁiioa, ’
sick, s0 Brigadier Generzl Sosepa Finegin, &8
: urned oul tne division. Js socn as the brigade
had formed, musbered, and inspected thelr men, the units marched

w2y, 2 long dayls march for men riding horsss and mules dhat had

several hundred vards norbhwest of Boisseau'!s houss
. brigades were posted: Pf“”aaxer General Johin ®. Cooke's, Colonel William

William R. MacReels.  Thres of Wilcox!s four brizades were in the works——




feeling their wey up Duncan roa

233 three brigades from their camps to Burgess' Mill, thea down

4 o

took Cox road, while others fol?o“ea the Boydton Plank road. Union signal

*e“sonﬂml staticoned in the tower behind Fort

93

roats undsr observetion. It was 3 p.ri. 08

heir first glimpse of one of Finegan's brigades, "golng at quick time to

L0

our 1eft on the Cox road

An hour eariier, CGaners

nis superior to prepsre his men to take the field. The order to move
oyt came within the hour. Uren lesving his canp st Bolsseau's, HcGowan
ked his lead regiment, the ist South Carolina, fell in benind MacRae!

de followed MacHas's troops
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Cdown the works toward Heteher Fun. Heer the center of Heth's camps,

¥eGowan called a helt, Teking position behind the breastworks, the

South Carclinians nervously fingered their rifle-muskets, as they

" listened to the rattle of musketry and the roar of cannon in the woods
to their front. GQuestioning several soldiers who were guarding the huts,

the South Carolinizns learned thal the troops formerly holding this sec—

L. o . - T - 4
tor, Davis! Mississiovpisns, hed been ordered out to atuack Unicn broops

d, b1

General Cordon, learning of the Union advance, had ordered out

end Pegram's divisions. North of Hatcher Hun, Evens had marched

1

‘1‘:):._‘, o . ' 'y . ,7 . . . O
Cink of the yun to the line of works in front of General Cooke's winter
{Merters, The division then moved to the left along the works, about one

IS ~

vcleds at 4 p.m, crossed the orti-
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Ag the woodg and underbrush skirting Rocky Branch, Hvans Tformed

v
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e
®
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Hxd

ric division dinto pattie line,

5T 4 1oL L L e oy PRI | e e TFa 4 e A
sral Evens told them that they were Lo gulde on Terry, He tnen waved

ris battle line forward., The division advanced to where the artillerists
\ .
red uplisbered thelr guns and helbed, Skirmishers were wushed out, as
| tre batberiss shelled the woods to the front,

Hetn had messed his division on the left of Evens' Lrcops. Yiher

vanced. Heth would de so on & twe-brigade front, Cooxels and

0.

he &
}hCombés brigades, suprorted by Davis' nd MacBael!s, would spearhead
the counteratiack. General Lee rezched the field about the time that
Hebh snd Evens were completing their preparations. Since the hour vas
.1bte, Lee decided to send Heth's troops forwerd, although Finegan's di-
vision was not.yet up. k2

South of Hatcher Iun, General Pegram prepared to resist the Union

‘column thet had esteblished a bridgehead on the west side of Hatcher Run,

About 3 olclock Heth's Confederaies began prebing the ssctor held by

left flank brigade, Olmsted's, A Thrusiy ageinat the-pickel line

t
H
1




sr 23l-oub assaull on his left, so he had Colonel Olmsted deploy the 20th

csachusetts as skirmishers to plug 2 gap that had opened belwsen Yurphy's
oo B3

CLC.,

-~ Two Hebel batteries at L o CWOCA began shelling Hurphy's breastworks.

zde's lelt the guns emplaced in a re-

OL‘

’hile one bat te 7 hermered the bri;

pounded his fremb, Setisiied that the Confederztes were endeaver—

_ ing to soften up his posiiion pregears story to attacking, Murphy asked the
C2000088TS of the 10th Massachusetts Battery to hold their fire, while
.L

siudir word for hAS pickete to keep thelr eyes open,

had moved to carry oubt his instructions

4]

'?Nbﬁliister in The meantinm

.«J

@o post his brigade on Ramssy's left., His right reginments were Just

-fl_inﬂ into position, when Heth stru k. Advancing in double line of

”ibattle *éo?ered by'a strong skirmish line, Heth's division pressed for-

'1mru on tne left and right of Rocky Branch. . Yankee pickets fired a few

scattered shots and fled., Colonel EeAllister bellowed, ®Double-Guick!®

C;his Lroops quicklv completed their deployment,

Lleutenaﬁt Colonel John 7 1lllan of HUNUHF@JS’ staff galloped up at

O

.;rl?,mﬂmﬁnt, shouting that z gap had opened on the right, where Ramsey's

b igade had closea to the right. To cope with this situation, the rear

1th New Jersey) was diverbted from the left,  As men of
¥
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~# 11th Hew Jersey scrambled into position behind the breastworks,

I Lhem, A Rebel batbery, empleced to the left and rear of Thowmpson's
=%, shelled the blueccats, hurring Lhem along. ents after the 11th

ki S . .
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-11th Massachusstis held the brigade front to

ey, Heth's baitl

‘&nd men, and compelling them to recoil,

4 N

rzibelion of the 8th Hew Jersey found itself with no protection, except

iress and undervrush. Following hera on the heels of the retreating

the sector defsnded

Hy
[

s battle lines appeared in Iront ¢
by the 8th New Jersey. The New Jersey regiment greeted the bulternuts

with 2 te rrlxlc volley, causing then to fall back in confusion., A&gsin,

iney advanced in strong forcs, secen the Yanxs! fire,

and took cover behind stumps erd felled timber east of Rocky Branch.

" Yrus sheltered, the Johnnies punished the exposed wing of the &th New

, the 120tk Mew York, the 7ih New Jersey, and the

C"

From left to right

cl—

he left of the 8th Hew Jer-

ines cake on Pwith a yell known to...zll." Volley

}..J

efter volley ripved into the oncoming Confederates; cutting ¢ own officers

LS

]

West of Rocky Branch, Ivans! skirmishers assziled the right of kur-

thy's picket line defended by the 182d New York. The New Yorkers and

butternuts engaged in a spirited fire-fight., After about 15 minutes,

the Johnnies pulled back., Tne Rebel artillery now resumed its OOHOer—

Bent of Murphy's main line of resistance. While the Yanks were excheng-
ing rutual congratulations at having beaten 0M ihe Scutherners, Zvans'

éreyclads cene on a sscond time, bub again they were repulsed by Murpny's

“Irmishers, Colonel Murchy at this time was Q_S'ﬁLed, a minié ball strik-
ifter turning commznd of the brigade over to the
*tiior regimental corzander, Colonel Jemes P. McIver of the 170th New

2r ) Murons el 1. Lé

Genersl Smyth, learning that his pickets ezat of Rocky Zranch were

ur the 108th liew York and




=vultaﬁeouslj orders were given for the 1Lth Comnecticul to change
frcnt to the right and take posiltion cavering Hocky Erancn. Aithough they
hed 10 cross an ares swept by artillery, the Comnecbicut regiment "chenged
front forward on first compeny, bringing.../ its“7 line at a right angle

ith the llne attacked.” The 12th New Jerse
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ouwldlng assigament just as S“ytn was preparing to move out w;uh the Lth
Ohio and the 108th Hew York, A change in plans was made. Since he be-

lieved thet two regimentis would be sufficient for the mission, Swmyth

~crossed the branch at the head of the Lth Chic and the 12th New Jersey

to discover Mcillister'!s men ¥filing in to occupy that ground that...

_[}m”7, intended to occupy....¥ Smyth sccordingly ordered the Ohio
“bettalion to report back to Colonel Pierce, while the 12th Hew Jersey

-+ was pested in support of McAllister's brigede. The 108tn Hew York in

Ty

the meantime had been'employed to bolster Olmsted's picket line.

. Two sectlons of the 10th Mess achusetts Battery were emplaced west

of Rocky Branch at the hour of Heth's advance., Generzsl Smyth, sesing

LA N N 5 . -
- that the bubtternuts were driving toward the 300-yard gap separsting his

right from McAllister's left, sent word for Lieutenant J. Webb Adams to
2

) o . . C. . ' a P
Wheel his guns about. Since belng unlicbered, Adams' and Green's secilons

. fed been only slightly enge ged, rav:ng fired an occasi ional round at the

2

Car Mons to their front whicn were’ ba agsing Murechy's 1m?anurv. Greeﬂ,
[

R . L. e e i v oLl

resse section was dn DELLEry near young Armstrong's, found thai on re-

¥ersing his {0-pounder Parrotis tret he was cble to enfilade the aavenc-

=
O

in

0z Rebel lines, 300 yards to his front. Adems’ pieces from near the

-

fort delivered Man oblique fire on the ceater and left? of Hethis patils

jge
0




. road crossing, seni &n aide to see how Colonel licillis

nyjever ¢id shells do more effective work," bragged the battery's

[}
]
v
[14]

o

ter Vs doing

{Tn

- gleff-officer relurned with news that Meillister "was most gallantly en-

3

'tourag_"g his command," end thnat he hzd sent "eord that he was fightin

Jwith and without breest—works; also, that he could whip the rebels away.!

- assistance. At 5 p.m. orders were issued for Colonel West to pull two

“Tegiments out of the bridgehead and march them to the point of danger.

31v¢n1a and the 1si Vassachusetts Heavy Artillery bo recross datcher

tfeoe two units had moved outb, West was instructed by pott to masten

'rto hcnllls er's assistance witnh 21l his brigade, except the 105th

L9

Fenns?lvania vhich was on patrol,

All told, General Heth launched three attacks against the seclor

-Q_fehded by McAillister's reinforced brigade, Colonel FcAllister re-

““lled that not long after the initiel repulse:

The well—known He oel vell rolled oul on the evening breeze,

end on rushed their messed columns, My line now opsned &

rmost destructive fire,...again the enewy wvere reuLlseJ. The
fire slackenia~ some, I rode elonL the lines encouraging the
men Lo stend and the day would ve ours. They all struck
up the song ”Eﬂ_l} sround the Flazg, Rors.® The Hetels repliec,

20 s

woods, meinliy pines and oaks, and he havoc was greates
Five men were aflerwards Iound lyin & tree, killed by .
z shell which, singnlarly enough, completely through
the trunk of the tree, exxlodirg cn th ¢ side. 48

As soon as Heth's ettack began, General Fobt, who was at'the Vaughen
81, HOLL, g

Although Mott liked MeAllister's spirit, he determined to rush him some

In obedience with these instructions, West direcied the 141st Penn-

Rﬂn.and to resort to Colonel Heiilister near Tucker's, Shortly after -




s i

iWje will rallv eround your flag, bovs!" The heavy firing
had ncw \,easea for the time beunc but the pause wes of
shert curaticn. The Re’oe_...L Hetl _7 with his famous
fightinr division maede & rush for tne gep in our lines,
vut our boys were ready for thein, and as the darkness of
the nizat had closed in upon us, the discharge of muskebry
end buraing, I.Lc.SﬂlIl? powder, illuminating the batile-scene, ...
and the loud thundering of L,he ertillery, made the scens one
of more than ordinar} grenden Ye then rolled back the

Revel c:lumns for the last time, 20 '
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third atteck, the 141st Pennsylvenia and the 1st Massa-

‘chusebts Heewv Artillery reinforced Meillister., The Pennsylvaniens took
_ _ J LIy .

tre lead as the two regiments Filed into position in = field in support
; & pe IS

l
[

of ‘¥chllister's battle line, Here the newcomers were exposed to a severe

small-armst Jire,

-Colonel West arrived with the head of his co%un at a most op’aoruuqn

momént'_i‘ or the Army of the Polomze., & strong force of He’oh‘s greyclads,

--_-'uﬁvwc‘,lng dewn the esst bcﬁk of Ziockyr Branc h;, was. uhrectenmc to turn

H C.ﬂl}.ster s ieft. West!'s lead regiment, the 57th Pennsy rlvanie, deployed

“into bat.tle Zine on the double. Charging into the bottom, the Penasylvan-

"'_?Laﬁs checkeé the Confederates' surge. Following c¢lose on the heels of the

t?a", scldiers of the 5th Michigen formed on the Penn ”*lvc.mcns‘ left.
nders passsd a number of Second Division

h

hed been routed from the pi t line, huddled behnind trees.

. Ry

% " - Rl L 3 . o
St long afisr West end his men had taken pesition, night closed in, and,

m-ong ) fror’t ﬂelr‘ bv Ramsey's brigace, there was sctlion on the

Tl : - - x ’ ' o ; + i K Y il g
et lige in front of the two left flenk regiments-—-—the &ﬁh lew York

“nd tne 53d¢ Tennsylvsniz. To assist lcAllister's hard-pressed troops

nodhae ) PR
‘Lheir l {7, the colonels of these two regiments had thelr men nfire
?-—C Tha " S . : i a L s et s 1t 52
8% lefy 2nd front,.., thus subjecling the eneny Lo a cross-il e,
4
|

e
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Turing the night, patrols were thrown out end recccupied the picket

1ire from which the Second Division had been dislodged. 4 score or mwore

cnafsderabes were encountered wendering about the woods, end, after being

dlezrmed, they were forwarded to the provosi—marshal for interrogsiion.

v

Etrée rurbers of mén were turned to by their officers erecuing breastworks
.-4 felling tirber on eivher side Qf Rocky Brench. Troops not assigned to
fztiszue perties and outpost utj were nermitted to rest oﬁ.théir arms, 53
Chééking Qith his ¢ivision commanders, General Humphreys learned

172t bhe men who wore the %Clover Leaf® had suffered 125 casualties in

the engagement, while Revel losses were "comparatively severe and must

A% 5:30, vinile Heth's abtack was at 1ts helghi, Generzl Miles was

-dlrect d bv his corps commander to have & second brigade report to Colonel

bersey,  Miles designated the br-gaae led by Colonel George von Schacik,

v

who marched to Tucker's house with four of his regiments (the 7th, 52d,

'35th, and 114th dNew York Volunteers). When Von Schack revorted, Ramsey
f o & 2 of

fad him form his troops on the right of his brigade. At the time of the

:momers' arrival, tpe firing to the left had nearly ceased. After re-

3

3-“‘“8 1n line about uhree hours, during which time his troops were en—

r!v]
i

d in throwing 1p earthworks, Ramsey told Von Schack that the crisis.

55

he was to reburn to his canp.

o
L

_General Finegan had reached the scene of the fighting with his di-

a:f-?;a -l _-.. - . i R ! -
SLCh atout the tlme-thaz Hesh was mounbing his third sssault, Taking

ce of the 78teress of the hour, it was already starting to get
¥, and the fect that the Federals had entrenched, General Lee decided

. Ciders were issued for Heth to recall his

32

2
v




~trOOpS.

dzrkness and the woods, t:eke was little confusion as yhe Confederate

_%meaw@n}s brigede returned to 1lis sector.

Covered by Evans!' skirmishers, Heth pulled back. Despite the

zls and vitndrew behind into their fortifi-

)
|

proke contact with the Fede:

< Evans! troops, in accordance with instructions, marched back to

N . .
o~

varters, while Finegan's division bilvouacked for the night in

rﬁu&df Heth's camps. McGowan'!s South Cerclinisns were alerted when

v
e

bﬂ“ hlSSls ians returned from the fight. The next morning
£
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General Warren's V Corps had marcned [rom its cemps at 7 a.m.,

¥ . : L
ot e&rhary 5, turnlng 1nt0 Halifex road at Globe Tavern, Three sguadrons

Behind Gpiffin's bluecoats, and in front

:f_vra- orc! 5, were 12 field runs, with eight horses hitched to each

27

Fatee énd caisson, The trains brought up the rear.

.

“E-BaﬂaﬂPyﬁ_Postofflce, the column left Halifex road, teking the

ac road to Rowanty Creek," Captain Emmor B. Cope of Yarren's
L& with the cevalrw. Tt was -hoped that The horsssoldiers by a
onk's leck Bridge, before the Confederates

The area between Halifax road and Rowanvy

that region. What timber there was...skirted

o Lhe road at a time." Iven sc, the Hebels had obstructed the

L
L3




Yo

et

o yoed, so the cavalry's march was slowed,

It was 10 a,m. before the 6th Ohio Cavalry reached the Rowanty, where

troopers found the bridge destroyed, and the stream deep end unford-

Ceble. As if this weren't vad enough, there were rifle-pits on the opro~

site side, Behind these breastworks, a small bul determined band of

> o i

pels had taken cover, prepared to dispute the crossing,  Captein John

T 8éxon of the éth Chio dismounted one of his squadrons, deploying the

recopers as skirmishers, Posted behind recently erected barricades,

Jthe Johnnies rore than held thelr own against the Yenkec cavalry.

Qenerals Werren and fyres now rode up, eccompanied by Ayres' lead

de, Colonel Jemes Gwyn's. After conversing hurriedly with Captein

~;Coge, Warren told Ayres to have Gwyn and his infantry establish a bridge-

" Gwyn moved promptly. The 190th and 191st Pennsylvania were advanced

.85 skirmishers, supported by the 4th Delawere., while soldiers of the Ath

.“Delawzre kept the Rebels pinned down by pouring volley after volley into
N Vl ‘ ) b A 1 . ) [}
. vhe breastworks, the Pennsylvenizns worked thelr way down to the water's

5;e§gé. The streem was 60 feeb wide at this point, and where there was

-8lack water thers was ice,  Overcoming these difficulties, the foot-

AT ' . . . . . . n
€oldiers effected a crossing by swimming and wading, and 2 few on the

I

¢¢, Gaining the west bank, the Pennsylvanians routed the Rebels from

58

HA8Lr rifle-pits, capturing 23,

. Trees were now felled by the pioneers to facilitate the crossing of

5 '
B Hel - - - . - it 1 - =z 3 1 T .
Y€ remainder of Gwyn's brigede. The brigede then pushed out about one-

helted., and took rosition covering the bridgenead.
b ; X & S

Ceneral Warren took personal command of the piorisers and fallgue pariies

34



‘Meade hed esteblished his command post,

Toad by General Humphreys.

jfg ,A_the task of brldglng the Rowanty, A bfloge for the passage of the

{caQalry na& beean completed by 1 pom,, bul it was B:ASIbefore e brid

-gﬂgcticaple-for the artillery'and trains" was deélared open for traffic,
At 11:30 o'clock Varren had for iarded 2 message to Meade'!s head-

_cyl;ar’a:efs_J reporﬁing that his troops had forcéd their way across the

s P R S
HOWaEr l.,:..r. .ﬁ‘s EJ@L’, ne ned neay

1y

nothing from Gregg and the cavalry.

o
& -

b

Chief of Staff Wwebb al ©he same hour wrote Warren that Humphreys!

- troops had forced a crossing of Hatcher Run. ' The telegraph hed been ex-

N

tended to t©

1

ne Veughan road crossing, where for ihe time being General

61

1t

The corps, &5 ravpidly as it crossed the Rowanty, moved out the Monktls
Py 2 - w o 3

Py

%@ck road to its intersection with Vaughan road. Captazin Cope took the

_iét? Chio Cavalry and pushed on-ahead, proceedlng down Vaughan recad to
::-:Aﬂttle Cattall Creek ' Here Cope met ¥ajor Henry E. Tremein of General
:Grengs staff, who tersely eKULalned that the cevalry division, having
;beeu at Dimwiddie Courthouse several hours before -waS curren£ly en route

-bﬂCk to Malone's Bridge, where it was 1o bivouac for the night, Contact

h?sralso rade at this time with the patrol (Mzjor Hess')} sent down Vaughan
N 62

- Immediately after Cope's and Tremein's conversation, a mounted Rebel

rai rol led by General Rooney Lee came pounding up Vaughan road from Din-

¥tdie Courthouse. Accorcing Lo Generzl Warren, "ihe meeting was quite
< 2 ; o T )

Urexpeeted to them from the way they gcampered off, and to me, as I hed

bty

“Pposed Qeneral Cregg would send informetion to me &s soon as he uncovered

o

"2 Toag lezding to my position. Tne enemy's cavalry thus vicked up one
63

T i P)

Yo stirepglers and caught sight of our infantry....®

ormiwre et
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Joqnnles nave found the II Corps;® they told one another.

- th rereh the V Coros up Vaughen road to support Humphreys.
- h & 1 - ’

troops having reached J. Hargrave's, Warren saw that the divislons

jouind
=

took Thelr a.solgnec posﬂ'n ons. General fyres' trocps covered the (ueker

en Qliver

=3

3]

o other roads leading north; General Grifiin's were posted

F

)

Cbanpell's farm, waucmng Vaughsn road and the roads to the west; Crcw»»

?crd s people were posili o*\ed in a field east of Veughan road, the artil-

61,

5

nesIoy

DJ

r-,(

&

Yery and trains pa

Q(At

While the men who wore the Maltese cross on their caps were gatherad

around their campfires brewing coffee and discussing the dey's events,

_ t-,‘:_ae:-y were startled to hear heavy firing off to the northeast. UIhe

65

At 5 o'clock, while the fighting along Mcillister's front wes raging,

,Gen'eral Fezde issued orders_\i’or Cregg to report immedi talj to Warren,
"'Mtrz ‘his cavalry division. A covering letter was addressed to Warren,

:‘&P I‘ls}.ng him of this developn\,nt When Gregg showed up, Meade wanted

Warren to place_ the cavalr* sen on the left of his infantry. Army head-

: Q.llar_.ters zlso wished Varren £t o know that the Rebels had assailed Humphreys!

rlm‘c but they had been repulsed, It might becone necessary, however,

66 -

 Heth's attack on the II Corps' right mede it vitsl thet the Army of

_tﬂe Potomac maintzin its grip on the section of Vaughan road between

IR o ) L - . . = 3
_1% Trobriand's bridgehead and Warren's corps. Imstructions were 1ssued

fi:_'?_ Harren to told with his command Ya p01nt in the vicinity of Mr, kar-

 ETave's ang rs "vJs‘ instzad of the point designated.-as J. Hargrave's"

67

a

The courier with this order reached Yarren's comwend post alb 6:L5.

:r‘."‘“-w I : N
32 hin, Warren lesrmed thst it had become necsssary to recell parh of

igede) to assist the soldiers struggling to

["“'
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junction of the Honk's lNéck and Veughan rozds.

contain the bonFeaerate counte rattack east of Hatcher Fun. Checking his

field maps on which he had plotted his troop pos it_ops Warren saw that

1o comply with Feade's latest dnstructions {for the V Corps to be in

the Mornk's Neck and Veughan rosds) he would

s division. When this was done, Griffin would
68

Dimvicddie Court-House,...Y

were collecting wood and building fires, "the

‘might being very cold and the men weary after the long march of the day,"

when orders were barked to f£2ll in., The division then returned to the

€9

Meanvhile, the intelligence pecple at i

1E§u§stioning deserters, who told thew Lisutenanl Géneral Ambrose P, Hill's
‘gntize COTps ; reinforced_by other divisions, was messing to assail the
'}IyCorps; Consequently, it might_become necessary to recall the V Corps
'~to'bolster H ﬁphreys; It thiszoccﬁrred, Vierven was to move his troops
:ﬁﬂmgﬁawmnrwm,omr@ﬂ M$hhhnmﬂyhm'T&mﬁeémmMimn,saﬁ~

.inv everytning else, artillery, ampuldnces, gna wagons, back with General

70

Cregg," This dispetch was in VWarren's hands at 8 p.m,

Meade by § otclock had made his decision, Warren was to march his
¢orps via Vaughan road to Hebcher Bun, and cross cne division to the east

side, The other two were to hold a2 line from Armstrong's ¥ill to e Tro-

brla:a‘s bridgehead, whose troops. tne V Coros was to relleve. Warren Wes

oring with him all of Grerg s cavalry, excest those hOfSoSOldlETS de~—

<*2led toescort the tralins.

It took the staff-officer, entrusted with this communication, 30

(b

“lrutes to rice from army hesedrusrters to Warrea's commend post. arren

ld move rapidly when ne wanted., Criffin, whose ¢ivision was to tzke

(W
=3
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A;éﬁlead, was to march as soon as he could recall his pickels, On reach- .
=hcher fun, untess instructed 1Lfefen01} bv-General Meade, CGriffin

el * ] 1 o

elievs De Trobrisnd, The wagon train was to follow Grif

q
.

ot
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wender of the First Division was to see that it parked as near the

72

s feasitle,

fs

73 L

. pefore Criffin's bluecosts were Wfairly on the road." =~ The treins

' division, snd the artillery, Crawford's

75

1

It was 1] p.m} vefore CGregg learned thet he was to join General Werren.

"ﬁtcace cormanders arouse their units, 4t 1 a.m., Februery 6, the cavalry

L

Marching vie the Stage and Fork's Heck roads, Gregg

ﬁﬁtk Q‘Clock, near the Vaughan road¢ crogsing of Gravelly Run, reported to

Lot - . . - . - el 3 v - A -

,ﬂﬁﬁeral Varren, Warren gave Oregg his first mission: he and his troopers
o Hatcher Run.

Tootsoldiers to cross Cravelly Rua, Cregg

;Gsted BrigadiervGeneral'Henry E. Davies' 1st Brigade to cover the approaches

Py _ ) . . ] o
fo_?ﬁe stream‘ Troopers of the 2d and 3d Brigades tock advantage of this

ris pl e to dismount, build fires, and prepare coffee, Bouh the infantry and -
£ e ae ' ] 2
“% tavairy had hed but little rest. The night wes very cold--the roads

<

‘,_‘,r‘:.-:. 76

¢ Trogen hard before morning.

. By 6 oa,m, CLJ the V Corps' pepple hec rezched the left vank of

tr m"‘*‘l*f "\L'tr
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Federal leaders first “

plans, General Hezde

telegrephed CGeneral Grant's Cily Point headgual

L

o

St

"3

' ridg eheads had been established ed by the IT and V Corps. -In fore-

£ Hatcher Tun, the II Corps had cagbured nine prisoners,

fed Meade and his staff to believe that Genersl Lee might “ebtempt to

. [ B o . e

ren ahd Fumphreys." To cope with this possibility,

77

t wes decided to call up General Parke's reserve division.

2% the time this decision wes mede, Parke's IX Corps held the front

~from the Appometbttox to Battery No. XXIV with its First and Second J1v1s1oa\.
: 18] & . _

I

Brigadier General John F, Hartranfi's Third Division was in reserve. Parke

ﬁ'ECCordance with Meade'!s "circular® had elerted Hartranft tolold his

LR

ﬁ*oo s'ready to march from their camps &t a moment's notice, The message

a4, e Ak T A T R = P

for Parke to “send General Hartra nft's division, without artillery, promptly

ami?apidly down the Veughan road, to report to" General Humphreys at -
L 78 |

. A ~ v [ -

atcher Run wes received at 1:45.

n.

S B TP . 1 R Y YA

"To augment the IX Corps, -should the Rebels take advantage of the N

ch an atteck on the IX Corps'

*'3§9tDr,'orders were issued by Meade for the ingineer Brigede to mareh

wes to report to Parke.

o
it}

2]
ck
iy
e

[
=8
ot
u

troops moved out of Their camps in 1ight marching order.

::'.5 T 4 a . s . ) o b )
sk P, the division, which hed been massed near Fort Blaisdell, hed

*hed on, tzking the roed thet led westuward and crossed the leldon Hall-
Tid eh Qlobe Tevern. Four hours later, &b z polnb on Vaughen rogd Lwo
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“137 Corps! leader was dellig

o

ha les beyond Fort Sleoeru, Hartranft reported to Ceneral Humphreys. The

4 .J-

hited to see that the reinforcing column was

cled,

=
[anl}

. Few, if any, men had straz

. Humphreys positioned Hariranft on Remsey!s right, with corders to have

©his men enbrench immediately. After his trcops hed been posted, Hartranft
L found that his left rested "on & wids, impenstrable swemp,® and his right

Cgifew rods in front of Claygooll's house, The genersel direction of his

line wes north and scuth., By daylignt the division "nad a good line of

80

ssaults on Hunphreys' right hed caused leade a few anxious
W. Getty of the VI Corps

<

-porition of one division

Py

move at z

eﬁth commanding, ready to march to Humphreys' sssisiance. But to do

ected to exﬁend on the rlght and take position on

_betweeanort.Eadsworth and Babttery No., XXIV, currently defended T
' gz :

ton s bluec These chengses took time.
85 6130 Chief of Staff Webb telegraphed Getty thet as soon as

the Hehels hurled a third attack ageinst Humphreys'! llnﬂs, Tebb

2, "hould your division be ready to move before Ger al_%erLre“Jo
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83

it move at once,.. ..M

Getly, on checking found thal Hertrenit's column was passing, so he
cered Wneaton to follow as soon as theroad wes clesr,

- General. Wheaton checked his waich when his division moved cut: 1t

£ Humphreys! stefi-officers hailed

- ) T » -~ M aw . -
e right of Hartranftls IX Corps division. Soon after
Vheaton formed his line-—the 3& Brigacde on the left; the

on the right; the 2d Brigade in reserve, in rear of the left

vhich rested near Claypocl!s house. The right of Lieutenant

'ColoneT Bdward L, Cempbell's Tst. Prllad reached nearly to the abatis

‘rcnu1ng Fort CUFEJDgS. 411 of Wheaton's troops were in position by

s 30 and within tiwo hours "an excellent rlfTe pit had been constructed

_31%:310ng our front and slashings made across the two swamps through

iéh our line ran, 85
“%%aae at 6:45 p.m. hpd'te?ecraoned Grant that FL_phrevs’ troops,

to tbat hour, h¢& reoulseu a1l Confederate atitacks, Even so, orders’

?haﬁ‘bGEH issued cG111nG up 2 VI Corps division. At this time, Meede

Lﬁ?ﬁﬁlnued, the ¥ Corps was in position at Hargrave's, about three and

-«rv . P _ . ) . . N )
the-helf miles southwest of the Vaughan read crossing of Hatcher Fun,
to Dimwiddie GCourthouse; but as there was little mititery

Boydton Plank PO¢Q, he had returned to Xalonels Bridge,

£

\,i - . ’
“e s had ‘gone out for CGregg to Join Warren,

[

™~

Eveluating the Confederates! actions, Meade was of the opinion thav
qned "o turn Humchreys! right end cut our cormunications

Pegram's and Evens' II Corps civisions,
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reported the presence of units from Heth's and Mahone's com~

tnless theres were new-aevelooments, Meade 1Q¢ormed Grant, he pro-

to ﬂleave Humphreys end Warren in thelr present positions, with
86 o

ons to support each other.

=

i grapt, & Firm bellever in the vover of the offengive, saw the si
4 frorent light than did the conservative Me ede, Renlving to his
. - o

comrgnder‘s telegram, Grant at 7:15 directed Heade to recall'warren

Upon their arrival at the Vaughan road crossWn g, lMeade
was to recover the ini tiative, follow up the Confederate repulse, and

' ' . 87

heilroad,

fied Crant that orders hed been issued withdrawing

Humphreys;at the same time had been directed "lo

‘heir works. " Patrols ha& rehorted that<the foe had 2 strong line

of works passing through the Clements“ house, Unless his soldiers could

yaton plank

.:Heade, before retviring, forwsrded to Grant a summary of the day's

&ilvities, If, in the morning, he found the Rebels that hed assailed

I: - tunpnreyst right still outside the works, he would "abtsck and drive him
- :iQta % L A ﬂ B o | . o ‘ 89
o opo o TR Rhem, teking advanuage ol anyvning disclosed by the operation,™
II _ . o : . : St : . )
IIJ L2
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7w BATTLE OF HATCHER'S RUi, ¥ ‘ﬁnﬁDAfY 5-7, 1865

G., Series I, Vol. XI¥I, ot. I, 112, 345-366, 367, 371. The 6th

1O

Ohio Cavalry, in accordance with instructions, was deteched anc

ordered to report to General Warren, The 1st

jus
e

rigade wes camped

zt megubrook‘s house, one mile west of WeCenn'!s Station, on the

Norfolk & Petersturg Rallroad.

Toid,, 115, 366, 367—368, 370. In this clash, the 20 Pennsyivania

:,f_OSU 1 ki *lec, 2 wounded, and 1 missing.
‘Tbid., 115, 117, 368, 369, 370. In addition to the w2gons, the

. Bbh Pennsylvani& captured 50 mules and ten men.

R., Series T, Vol. XLVL, pbt. II, LOG-410.

M.
e

R
. E., Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 116, 366, 368, 370, 371.

- Toid., 1913 O. E.s Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. II, 396.

0. R., Series I, Voi. XV, pt. T, 165. At & a.m, the 39th Hew York

was placed in garrison ab Fort Emory, while the 125th New Tork oc-
cupied Fort Siebert.

Tbig., 212,

Tbid,, 212, 214, 215, At this stage of the conflict, Smyth's division
: 4 ) .

nusbered 4,607 effectives. Ivid., i91.

Inig,, 191, 22/, The cavalry had a twofold mission, becides driving
in the Hevel picksts, it was to secure the crossing, Uso 28 to COL-—

ne fzet from the enemy that the movement wes made
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CIbid., 192, 212, 220, 222.

'f-Egnth Hﬁssacﬁusetts Battery of Light Art#llerv in the ﬁar of the

.Ibié.j 164, 224, 226»227;-Francis A. Walker, History of the Secornd

irgy Corgs in the Army of the Potomzc (New York, 1886), 6L7.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XI¥X, pt. I, 227.

212, 21, 215.

lrl

212, 21k, 216, 217, 218, 219. From left to right the unit

‘posted clong Clmsted's mein line of resistence were: the 18Lth

"~ Pennsylvania, the BCUh YWisconsin, hhand:the 152d- 10 and 57th Hew
York. The left flank of the skirmish line held by the tst Minnes:=:a

rested on Hetcher fun, where it connected with the righv fiank of

jthe 19th Massachusetis.

S

Tbid., 212, 222, 249-250; Joan D, Billings, The Hisbory of the

L

‘Rebellion...(Boston, 1909), 382.

Ll o 2

0. R., Series I, Vol, XLV, pt. I, 224, 236.

 Ibid., 238, 242, 243, 244~245, 246, The 11th New Jersey held the

?PiCRet line to the lefi, while the 120th kew York was deploved to

~the right,

& [E

sbed., 192; 0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 398.

Sh———
G. R., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. T, 207, 208, 2i1. The disposeble

- force of Ramser's brigede included: the 8th Hew York Heavy Artii-

(=) . -

lery, the 6Lbh w York, and the 53d, 116th, and 144th Permsylveni:.

Y. K., Series I, Vol. VI, pt. II, 398.
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© Hew York, the 534 and 116t

Artiller

Eat ﬁne Vaughan rozd crossing ané Arustrong's For

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 207, 208, 211, 238, 2.2, 213, 245,

1

2Lé, 247, From left to wight, Ramsey's brigade wes posted: the 6LL

gniz, the 8th New York Hezvy

'*a

TF s
Lbld., 6 > 227, 235. -

lbid,, 164, Hess had failed to open direct communications tebween

1_Dne two crlageﬂcaag, so the only direct contact between the troops

1 b} . -

“fjpicket line posted on the lei%t bank of Heicher Run,

Tbid.; 16L, 192, 227, 235. o :

Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. I, 398.

Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. II, 120k.

577,

134-135; Ranqolo Ba rton, PThe Battle of Hatcher's REun,®

Confederate Veteran, XVIL, 119.
Barton, "The Battle of Hatcher's Run," Confederate Veteran, XVII,

119; Henry Kyd Touglas, I Rode With Stonewall (Chapel Hill: , 1940),

335~336.

C. K., Serles I, Vol. pt. I, 134135, Mahone's division was

“ . nm . . . . L. )
in the habit of providing about 200 men daily to picket in front of

Lene's and Scales! brigades of Wilcox's division.

Iodd., 1210; R. L. T. Beale, Hisbory of the Ninth Virginia Csve ry

in the Var Betwsen the States (Richmond, 1899), 1L7.

C. 2., ferias I, Vol. XOVI, nt. I, 134-135; J. 7. J. Caldwell, The

0

120L; L. S. Freeman, k. E. Lee (Wew York, 1947}, IXI, 535-536.




. History of z Brigede of South Carolinians, Known First as "Greggls,"

gg@_ég@gggueﬁtgg es "HMcGowan's Brigede® (Pniledelphia, 18656), 199.

L0 0. By b, II, 393-3%.
4t Calawell, History srigade of South Carolinizns, 200.
: iz :Q- R., Series I, Vol. ¥IVI, vt. I, 391; O. ., Series I, Vol. XIVI,
: ot TI, 423, 438, L9S.
% 1% Q. R., Series I, Vol, 4vi, pb. I, 214, 217, 218

‘Ipid., 220.

'7bwa., 038-239, 242, 2h3-24l, 2b5, 246, 2LE.

- Ipbid,, 220-221.

5 Toid., 212, 222, 222,

- Billings, hlstqy» OL tne 1Gtn L"ssachusegzﬁ_ggggery, 384-387; 0. R.,

_.Series I, Vol., XLVI, pt. I, 245-250.
0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt, I, 225, 235.

1,

Billings, History of the 10th Hessachusstls battery, 385. In front

s Rt AR AT

of the sector held by the gth New Jersey, the Rebels were able to

sy

- close to within £0 yards of Lhe Federals! mein line of resistance.
‘0. R., Series I, Vol. XILVi, pt. T, 035-236, 239, 242, 2u3-2hk, 245,

oA TR

b3

 Tbid., 207, 208, 210. While the fignting to thelr left wes at its

&

- ﬂe“ﬂﬂt Resel ruﬂllerw hurlied a few shells into tne works hi}d oy

P'j

pmsey's TLroops.,

Ly Inhid T te
7o ikdd., 236, 239.

oo dBid., 195, 202,

0 Beid,, 381, 391; Calawell, History of a Brigede of South CafO inlans,
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2005 0. E., Series T, Vol. XLVI, pb. I, 389, 397, 423.

-
-

Wi 711aﬂ E. Powell, The Fifth Army Corps (Army of the Potomzc)...

N
3

(New York, 1896), 755: O. R., Series I, Vol, XILVI, nt. I, 253.

The V Corps! camps were locatea between the Jerusalem Plenk and
Halifex roads., Eesides the ambulances, the corps! train included:
e and

< 1 o] Woie o Lo
7 .08080 Wiln 1ore &

T, 253, 256-259, 259-260, 283-284;
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1T, 400,

: Ibid.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 253, 258; 260; Q. R., Series I,
'VOi. VI, pt. TT, 101

Ser’es I Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 253; John Esten Cooke, Wearing

o
]w

the Gray...(Bloowington, 1959), 5L0-541.

%

‘T§§ '9. R., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. I, 256, 260 Corps headquafters

. were established at ithe crossing of the Quaker and Vaughen roads. &
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Gwyn's brigede of Ayres' division was on the left, Bowertan's ins
- the centér,.and ¥Winthrop's on the right. Griffint's brigades were
posted from left to rigi ¥, Fearson, Sickel, and Burr. Burr's right

" rested on Ayres! lefi, while Pearson's pickets connected on the

t

left with Crawford's. Ibid., 269, 270, 277, 2%i.
iz

7 dbid., 260.

. II, k01, 40S.
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i 45~ 0. R., Series I, Vol, XIVI,
% Q. H., Series I, Vol. XLVI,

7 Ipid., LO2-403.
Tpid., 4OL.

—

. H., Series T, Vol, RLVJ,

-
A=Y
1o

Toid., 254, 277, 282, 28L.

;}fgg;g., 251, 287, 293.
Tvid., 25k, 366, 368, 371

Ll

Series 1, Vol, XLVI,

io

.9
=
“

. Toid., L07-L09; O. K., Seri

0. R., Series I, Vol. MIVI,

0. B., Series I, Vol. XLVI,

0. R., Series I, Vol. XIVI,

present, had been in cunarge

atsence,

, k05, -L06.

Icid,

S Thid 20T e
Ziltra s SFU-25E

es I, Vol, XLVI, pt, T, 315, 3kL.

Engineer Brigade reported to Farke on

was posted as a reserve near Avery's

t . I) . Bi}i!—-
pt. II, 405. Getty, as senior officer

of the VI Corps since January 17,

Y¥ajor Genersl Horatio G. Wright having received a leave of

i
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By & a.m. on Fetruersy 4, 1865, Generel Warren's three V Corns
& 3 A2

¢i3.51005 Were Mmassed nesar Hatcher Fun. In accordance with instruc-—

from Warren, Gensrel Criffin saw that the soldiers of his First

+ -
ivision relieved It Trohrisndte IT Corps bluecoats in the rifle-pits

-

'v.i--‘;-,_-\-n—' : 1 "y P 'y N . - e N
,bfﬁang the epproacies iy the cridges. | Ayres! Second LDivisicn was

"”Ssea beﬂm ‘the rifle~pits held by Griffin's treops, while Crawford's

o éfd Division crossed the run 2nd bivouacked.

1,

General Mott, 12 hours before, had been al =d by his corps com-

igenead. As soon &s it hed bteen replaced, De Trobriand’s
a L E b} - g -
785 V0 recross Hatcher RBun and teke position in rear of

Zgl is ter=s and RanseJ15 brigedes., Mott was to take charge of Ramsey's

on troops in zddition to his own., Hess' cavelry batialion

s uo be recalled &t the seme tinme.
As soon as he had 2ssenbled his brigede on the morning of the bth,
aﬂwlcﬁd marched the troovs, reinforced by the 105th PEFHSJlVg e,

e s TTa 1 [ - - . P 3 0 S 3

7 YSS mateher hun end up Veughen rosd, De Trobriand, in obedience

t Hoti's instructions
) L]

s rassed his troops near Tucker's house.

focney Lee's Confederate cevalry followed CGregy's horsescldiers

T ¥ReY screeneC the rear of the ¥ Corps as it marched up Vaughan road,

CEY S e T _'

*2l Davies! brizade

o

&sily parried Lee's initiel thrusts, Genersl

(D

k]

"¢, however, was of the opinion that the butternubts might be disposed

.

A 2Ry

I3
L
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ca

ress ohe atltack, so he posted Brlﬁaaler General Henry FB. Davies!

=t Brigaede and Colonel Oliver B. Knowles! 3¢ Brigade across Vaughan

e

A.

d, near Keys' house. “The troopers were dis—

younted, horse-holders detailed, and skirmishers advanced., Colonel

(D
93]
W

ter the troopers hed fed and welered their hors

. I
sition in support of their cowrades. - -

Geﬁeral Meade on the evening of the 5%th had made a serious error,

1 -

;i:c 0107005 Humphreys had besrn informed that werren and Gregg had been

4

rected to report to him, With the

W

e troops)and

ons, Humphreys was to hold his "present position, extending as far

sivle towsrd our line of works." Should the Confederates attack

~bhiem dinto thelr fortifications, MNeade's mistake was in assuming that

5

& JQTQYS was the senior corps commender on vhe field, which he was not.

L

sion as major general of volunteers predated Humpnhreys'

f works.™ In-case
at once and drive

nin thelir fofblflCations,' If, however, the Southerners were
: : S . 4

e

t€%¢:é their lines, there was to be no sssaulb,

A
Tren 2l 8 olelogk received his copy of Webb's message, Since he

“hipnreys, Warren considered the area where the fighting hed oc-

T

e L

Previous evening as part of his front.

‘oring to ascertain_what Jezde intended,

"

T
I
N
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1
. :
: I L H nb;te from General Humphreys that the II Corps "was about to attack the
I i '
Y 37 outside his works.W Varren accordingly deemed 1t best to aweil
l e resulis of Humphreys!' coperations, holding the V Corps and CGregg's
| .
l B c::;.':alvv in hend to co-operzie if needed 7
o | hile awziting sdditional
l_ tooney Leels horsesoldiers were :
ﬂtn one of his V Corns infantry. brigade. Colonel Frederick ¥Win-
. .s' brigade of A}rfes' division was ordered_ foﬂ:a’rd. Marching out :
troops on the .r:?_ght of the rozd, nesr (
:
i 56 told Molt and Hart- T
| To: orgaalze a,nd s end out strong reconnaissance palrols. At the ;
‘ i Sa'.:.‘e::_time 5 instruc_tions were issusd bff Humphreys for all divi.sion com— ,

ders reporting to him, including General Miles, to kold thelr units

lffﬂqdy'_to attack the enemy should ne be found ou e his works.

bOuu assigned the task of underteking the forced reconnaissance 0

V_‘f‘ms reserve brigade, De Trobriand's. ‘Fhen he moved out, De Trobriand toolk

'ﬁ'i’m h_m four regiments, - r

T

7. §. Sharopshooters, deployed as skirmishers to the left and

i i :
“igtt of the road running north from Tucker'_s) had the advance. Cn the

L
1

. R .
- : . B PNty I.‘ JRE I ‘l‘ N -, o ,-.m,.‘,._—_ _..,.,.u...,-...u..-AA -W‘ RS " e -
- P o : S

T3 of Thompson's house, De Trobriand found a cart road through the
- 2 (=1

S. "Two compsenies of the 20th Indiana were detached to hold this

No Confederat encountered 25 the Yanks beat ©

D
6]
b}

vinTe + 5 r R
- cutposts, Reaching & clearing, the Federals sighted a "light work it
5y a swall number of greyclads. Seversl shots sent the bubtternuts
L5 -
b d



| . ‘

Vigezmperizz Loward the northwest. Beyond Watkins! house, De Trovrisnd and his

sho-zars were ables toomeke out fa conu¢nuoua line of works cccupied

i the srzoo.t Moving in that direction, the regu

-
gul.e
)

2rs, &8 they spproached

. ¥ne houss, Ziushed seversl Corfederate pickets.

closer., As he did, he saw a Coufederate column dash toward

S g n

t rozd, where he had ieft the two Indiana compenies. - Suspeciing

intended te cub his 11ne of retreat, De Trobriand sent

: :
E ; ¢k 2lil nis commend, except the skirmishers. The rezulzrs were then
:
; the rosd running west of Thempson's house, perslieling the
: by the Johnnies. The butiernuts showed no disposition to

3 Le Trobriand pushed two companies, deployed e&s skirmishers,

(1o R o ot

wods end inioc & morass.

vereing across the swemp, the sharpshoouers found therselves in

£ =z dine of breastworks, with 2 redoubt, armed with two guns, con~

bty g A At

g 3ns road, The Federals banged away ab “the rebels visible above

e R A R 8V A

ize {11 a.mn .) hac zccomnlished his mission, Orcers were nNow

. 10
return to the Union lines, :

1

10 otclock when General Hertranfi sent the 200%h Pennsylvania

Hawks housss, and ascertalin, if possible,

nemy oubside of thelr main works...." The
L 1

Lt zivenced beyond the aberdoned Tevel redoubt and found Confederaie

©27unving the same line, as they hed at the tire of the batile of

I
O~

- ! . . ) . . - . ' . .
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Foad in Qctober. Satisfied that © he bubtternuis were
TE~

i1

ps end told Hevbrenft what Uhey had sesn.

Humohreys at 11 ofclock informed Warren that © e Confederates

front had retired into their entienchments. Sevenvy-Tive

n the IT and V Corps, not just Humphreys!, to reconnoiter
whether the foe was to their front,

Meagde now visited Warren's cormand post. While there, he me ade it

Corps wes "o meke & reconnsissance south and west of

12

' l“rren mede his plens dCCOfdlﬂﬂlJ Crawford's division waes to cross
her Run and Mmove oul on the Vaughan road to where it turns off to

s 2311, and then follow up thaet road toward the mill, driving

emy and ascerbaining bthe positicn of the enemy's envrenched

3

wes to support Crawford. Part of Gregg's cavalry was

'tg5h_down Vaughan roed, driving the Rebel horseSOdeers across Gravelly

Q'VW’ -8 a gsecond aetecn sent was to screen Crawford's and Ayres' left.

s small mounted force to watch the road

Hatcher Hun and Lowanty Creek to Monk!'s

lieved Gregg woulc QCOhﬂb er no aifficuliy in carrying oub

3 T

beceuse only an inconssquéatial Recel. force hed been reporied

¥ Corrs! left. Criffints division would continue to holc

s i

e B TR
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. Saould he encounter The Confederstes in sirengih,

amphreys for reinforcements. Humphreys hed told warren t

ision, L,500 strong, wes ei route to Cummings' house, adjacent 1o the

% e P
's brigete Wes

Tes Trobriand's

T

General Wheaton ab 2:30 p.m,

» S

rps troops oub of the treastworks covering Squirrel e

rch them "to the vieinity of the Cuwmiings house on the Vaughan road..s

A e L

rear brigade had resched Cuimings', when one of fumphreys! sbtafi-
. Wheaton, telling him to push on down Veughen road, 4n

~same time was to be sent to see -whether Werren wented t

- i

im to
rd
. ¢)

‘his VI Corps troops on the ezst or west side of Hetcher Rur.

e pmim s b AN At

~- Soldiers from Genersl Hertranfils division replaced wheaton's in

; 'earthworks to their right, By plecing his reserve regiments on the ' o
; L o :

H e, Hartranft "sill had 2 ressonsbly sirong one. U ILerge detalls were :

|

! o sleshing timber to strengbhen further the position held by the :

: , ' v
; e 1 ' i
: ivision. 7 - e
| ‘

Crawfordls division with Brigsdier General fidward S. Bregg's brigece

‘_". '. Y .
I the lead erossed Hatcher Rum at 2 p.m, Colonel Heary i. Vorrow's 3d

e

de followed Bragsls; Brigedier General Henry Baxter's brought up the

<Ue

Yir, As they pessed through the breastworks, Crawford's people vantered

e ~ 1 i L
3% Qriffiats soldiers. One-third of a mile bevond the bridge, the head
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Twe assawl Creges's rozdblock.

colunn turred into the road ©o Dabney's Mill. Crewlord glanced

o
Ty
i
g
a2

;5 hiz mep, end s&yw that he was within & mile of his goel.
A brisl wee called in z cleared field to allow General Bragg

to form his brigece into battle line, and to cover hHis front with skir-

~ighers, The ground across which Crawford wonld bé called on To advance

cwes Mroliing end 2 part
of it t1icL underbrush, a swenp, and several old fields.® 18

Bragg's brigsde as it entered the tirber encouﬂtereé an entré4c5;d
picket iine defended by troops from Colonel John €. Hoffmants Cénfedertie
brigade. Vhile Bragg's skirwishers and the buitternuts banged away,'
Srawford forued orrow's brigice into_battle line 300 wvards to the rear,

-and ex ending beyond Pragg's left. Baxter's 2C Urigad was hustlecd into

line on Morrow's left. As soon as Morrow had refused his right, Crawford

“shouted, “WForward:it The bluecosts swept-through the woods routing the
i 3 k & - H <

‘badly outnumbered butternuts from their breastworks, and pursulng them

. - 1¢
to Debney's ¥ill, °

Like Cenerzl lezde, General Lee wented to know what the foe was

fdping. Qeneral H oneJ Lee, who hed followed Gregg's horsescldiers across

: ;*aVellJ Fun, reported that the Yenkees were muliing back to the east bank

- of Hatcher Run., As yeb, not all of kooney Lee's cavalry hed 2 rrived from

%% ¢camp near Belflﬂld aﬂq until all his men were up, young Lee hesitated

Since the cevalry was unaeble Lo secure the desired information in

rezard to Meade!s movements, Genercl Lee told his comuander of the IT

“oms, QGenerasl Cordon, to have his infantry make & forced reconneissance
20

1.

L
“imard the Vaughan roac Crossing.
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Pegr ram's division, which was encamped south of Hatcher

=i

General Jon

g
3

wes ghkven this mission by Cordon. Pegram, to carry out his task

IS R | -]
ST LCEQ

five-regiment Virginia Brigade was to reconnoiter the road leaQng.past

Hebney's FMill, while Pecram's othser two brissdes Brigadier Generals
" -] o g
L, Lewis!') were to msrch down Quakery

rced to its Junchion with Vaughsn road, then up Vaughen road, It was

*1:05» nocn, cefore the TLwo colurms moved oub in search of the enemy.

At Tabney's }Mill, Pegram told hoffmen to Hali and post his brigade,

Lo the south, where Rooney Lee's horse-

[
cl

shots could Le heard o

h.-

[ R |
sCavveraet

= T

Joldzers skirmished with Gregg's troopers. Pegram, believing that there

¥es only cavalry to his front, called for Major Douglas, The young msjor

o 1 . 5

wes to take two of Hoffmen's regiments znd feel the Federals! position.

A8 he approached the bridgehead, Douglas sighted Crewford's oncoming

Sclumn, After deploying a swall holding force behind the rifle-pits,
-Erected during - . previocus [ighting in tnis ares, Douglas galloped back

x

1L3 Daoneﬁ's 1ill to wern his general thet & powerful Union force had ad-

Vaneed out of the bridgehead. <

Vhile Hoffmen's Virginians took position covering the ruins of the.

v~~i, Pegram dispatched a messenger to ask Gordon for help, Gordon issued
AT,

ing orders to CGeneral Hvans'! division, and then sent an side to nolify

d changed cdrastlcaily.  If The Union ad-

-were peing mede in the force Pegram reported, the IT Corps would have

tier in the dey, the "lonz roll® had been beaten in Zvens!' casps.
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“The troops hed been turned out under arms and marched replidly cown the

.

Beydton FPlenk Heoad to Burgess' Hill., Here Zvans! three infantry brigad

I.-l-

ID

o

repeined un®ll zbouv 1 a.m., when Generals Lee and Co;aon,sau siied by

recrossed

-

he reports forwarded by Rooney Lee that the Federal infantry had
et

Hatcher Run, ordered them back To their encampments. Uhen the division re-

treced its steps, & smell detachrent from folonel Peck's louisiana Brigede

was left to guard the bridge

ot long after the regimenial conwanders hed dismissed their units,

the "long roll¥ sounded, Once agsin, the wen fell oub on the double,

¥any of the men were heard to complein that this was probably another

felse alarm. As soon as the brigades had formed, the divielon moved out

’

and hiked down the Boydton Plank Road. Crossing Helcher Run and passing

.

"nurFess' Tavern, the head of the column turned into a wood road, leadin
~to'the southeast, Taking cognizance of the firing in the woods to their

‘Iront, Evans' men knew thal this time there would be a fight, As Peck's

.

brigade crossed the bridge, = 3t wes: rejoined by the men who had been

22

Evans' venguard resched Debney's Mill at a2 critical moment for the

gﬁ?ﬂfederates. As Hoffmen's trigede retired beyond the mill site, Evans

'
1

i his brigade commanders file their troops inte line of battle in the
Yood Sha o s ' 23
“oCs on the Virginiens' left.

From left to right Evaens' brigades wers posted:  Colonel John H.

4" 1 »
'“”“6’5, Brigadier Genersi willism Terry's, end Colonel williem E, Peck's.
ks pight flenk compehies were incantzet Wit Holfranls left, Wwhen

%% Grzfied his VAfter Action Beport," Colonel Peck wrote, "y comsand

reduced by this time by the heavy picket cetail still on culy,

AL
ey



3f‘=r.e:" 1 Gordon passed the word

Cturst forth,as the -IEa.(l, corbei-hardened velerans suoxged Torward.,

1311 hed stcod, EBragg's left

ey York, came up with 2 cheer, the Maine reginment aanchoring its lelt
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& metter of momenbs, the butternuts had stopped Crawfordl's division in

its tracks.

Forrowfs supporting brigade closed up on Bragg's oluecoaus who were

battling the Confederates for ~'.: possession of the clearing where the

1

begen to give ground, General Baxuer on

the left was told by Crawford to advance his lines and teke position on

3

- Bragg's left, which was hard-pressed,

The 39th'1~€assachusetts and the 16th Maine, supported by the §7th

o,

.

L)

._"_O‘n Braggts right, Baxter postea his othex regmenig to the left and

"'f:.:{.é&'l". Although they tock hesvy losses, the 39th Massachusetts, the

14th ¥aine, and the S7th Kew York forged ahead and drove E loffman's

.- ¥irginians and Peck's Louisiznians from the mill site, Bragg's regi~

‘kents on thelr right, however, continued to be harmered back by Lowels .

3 —fl‘

“rgisns and Terryt!s Virginians, (Terr’y's brigacde included units thet

o~

22 won feme as the WS tonen; 11 Brigede ”) }_%I'ewg’o people broke and took

=+

*>iheir heels. As they retrezted, they rushed throu-gh Morrow's lines.

F.
(9]
(o]
t3
0
)
-

e - . : 3 e - p e
Sirow ang his officers eXperIonced consl +

le difficuliy holding their

o

Foifiers in ranks, £4s soon &5 Eraggls blueccals were out of the way,

s line sent voller after volley crashing into lhe “advancing

-5,

wires of the enen,® The febel surge was checked, and Lvans' brig

L3

5%
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ook advantage of the success scored by Morrow's Oat le line to regain

czme rolling in from the southwest. An excited aide scon rode up wit

nelted on the opposite side of the clearing. With a cheer Morrow!s bri-
gzde dashed across the field, chesing the Confederates into the pines
g

Baxter's three regiments on the left of

eg Bragg's line were unable Lo

ht "fied,. Adihough rein-

(‘Q'

L]

hold their position,when the troops to their ri

i

o
ot

)

forced by the rest of ine ade, they were pressed back about 200

1

by Hoffman's and Pech's greyclads before they held. Baxter's soldiers

25

__I

rexkiag the mill site.

Heving entrusted the conduct of operations on Vaughan road to Gen-

by

ers terren el sccorpenied Crawford's infantry as it drove towerd

s
jop]
H
(&)

iy

-

Debnev!s Mill. Eefore he had ridden very far, the sound of heavy firing
] - > & 2 o &

=

word that Colonel Vinthrop's brigade had been assailed by the foe in

- force and could not rejoin Ayres! division, as it marched to Crawford's

suprort. Indeed, he conbinued, Gregg and Winthrop had 21l they could

do to hold their ground, and they were in need of essistance. Wérren

sent word by Capial Cope for Ceﬂeral Griffin to reinforce dlnthrop

¥ith a brigede and to teke personsl charge of operstions on Vaughan

road, Qriffin at the sarme time wes to order Pearson's brigade, 'his

YA
iarzest ;and best," to eccompeny Lyres in place of Wi opls,
Wthin a few minubes, Warren had recelved a second call from CGregg

9% reinforcements, &s the Pebels were turning nis left, ot having any

“ors ¥ Corps troops bo commit, lzrren called on Pultnﬂefs for help.

- Unknown tc the Federels, two of General Pegram's brigzdes {Johaston's
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who were

tion on the left of Hooney Lee's cavalrymen, fighting cismounved
it the time -that ‘inthrop's brigade reported to Greszg 2t Keys'!, the ca-

be

N

the

into

s une

fklcn

ey

forward.

road, Cregz's to

tharged Gown the

_ground where

Wnen the ca

rigade, which went into action mounted, esteblished

ls first., The A4th

the head of the co

casualities v

ing the field, Gregg turned command of the 2d E

ael Kerwin of the 1
he Lth Pennsylvanic
i ross an open

velyy moved out,

the le

ras Colonel Gregg, who was shot in the leg,

derate infaniry,

- vwith Pegran's soldiers some distance down
liance with Gregg's request; Ulnnhroo had relieved

. the 1L6th Hew York, Yinthrop then deployed the

!_J-

the right of the road,

v
l;"

Heevy Artillery on the left of the roed in & large open field. These
dispositions had hardly teen corpleted kefore Cregg's troopers sterted

Davies! brigede was to the right of the
ft, end Knowles' in support. Colonel Gregg's

contact with the

Permsylvania, followed by the &Lh Pennsylvania,
v sections of eights, As the horsemen apgroached
Johnston's brigede was nosted, a deadly volley crashed

lurn, causing the horsesoldiers to recoil., Among
Before lesv-

rigade over to Colonel

th Pennsylvania. Colonel Samuel B, . Young
ouickly re-~formed his reglﬁeﬂt. L second charge
ield, with the sere result, & third cherge wes
refore Young and his men rezlized that they were
who were not about to :be dislodged b
e Lin Pennswlvan‘u, the 16th Pennsylvenia had
“hile their comrades of the Z2d Eplgeds wers
by
2
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Ui chment holed up on Myers! farm, cepburing 30 of Johnston's North lzro-

[
o]
o]
i.._l
o}
H
I
-
[
-
o
ct

Peans ‘lvania, which came up mounted, reached th

P,

e over the colors, because a Ccxlsder-—

aie counteretiack rolled them back.,

North of Veughen road, Davies! cavalrymen hzd been mzuled by The

tubternuts, Davies, zlong with the colonzls of the st Hew Jersey =nd

*ﬁhe'TOth iiew York, w@s: shot:.from .his  horser. As Gregg's blueccatis

30

il baca in confusion, they were closely followed by Rebel infantr,,

pE

Colonel ¥inthrop, when he saw that the horsesoldiers had been re-

~ilsed. ordered uo the 5th and 1.0th New York Infentry, and the 15 Hew

toving forward on the double, the footsoldiers,

sles to allow the rebresting troopers to pass, de-

livered gseveral well-cimed volleys which checked vhe Confederates! advance,
Hﬁcoiling, Johnston's and Lewis' North Carolinians retired into the woods

01J:-of which trv-‘-*r had chased Gresg'!s cavalry., As soon as they had Te— .

for:ed their lines, Johnston and Lewis led their cheering treops cut of

“timber znd into the field beyond, only to be repulsed & second Sime.

e

the greyclads to close with

R

hrop was warned by his sukordinates that ammunizion

Meanwhile, Generel Griffin had pulled his 1st Zrigede, .

“lekells, out of the earthworks covering the bridgencad, ordering 1% Uo

[n q
o
o
"
o)
o]

Vaughen road, Heaching Keys', Colcons

found winthrop's troogs clossly engeged wibh Revel batble .—uee

wn
s
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. the open ground west of the road.

General Grezg told Sickel to support 'nihrop, tyhose line al the

- .w‘._,-u- R “ T

I Loy

umoers o:

"

i-s was belng pressed by & vigorous asssult of superior

( Lo}

EneRy . ®  Forming his brigade into line of battle, facing southwest, Sickel

~uf his bluecoats in metion. As Sickel came up U’rtﬂfoo 8 tronts most
. . 2 2

zptied their certridge-bozes, retired.

RREA

O
=3
o

3]
&)
[)
it

o

e e

s;reat disorder, leaving Lhneir kiiled ar‘ ounceQ” in Lnlo hands,

PR ey A S

th several prisoners. The blueclad infan ntry followed the Rebel
¢faatry for “some distance, only halting when confronted by an arruni-

e

'\aoq snortaﬁv. Generel Criffin, having ridden up, Sickel reported his

“ficulties.

Criffin told Sickel to hold the ground gained and to advance 2 strong

'rmish line, which was doue.

Iu was sterting to get dark. The firing off to the north having in-
“itreased in intensity, Griffin shouted for Sickel to change front to the
As bhe Union infantry wes belng re-formed, Colonel Knoviles?

:

dismounted cavairy was posted on the left , facing west. Win-

[

S | |
.f Op s soldiers, having visited the ordnance wagons, wWere deployed on

I Y
=CVe1's right, their right anchored on Vaugnan rosd.,

A e 00

- The infantry having broken the back of the Confecerate Thrust up

Gregg celled for Devies! and Knowles'! Grigacdes 1O

Yrass Lhe rebresting bubternvts. & vancing to the left and rignt ol




.t

. fellowed ab a respectful distance by the Yankee horsesoldiers.-- The Lth

rzonsyivania, having rewounted, took the lesd. 4&s the Federals neared

T Ty

ed by buwo guns of IeCregor'

p 1 i
AL

e Cravelly Fun crossing, they were shel

)]

tT2 o

the oppogite side. This checked the

g dark, the brigade commanders recalled

33

their troopers and returned to Keys' farm.

AL A
YL

)
e

Ceoe ral fyres ecrlier in the day hed pushed forward rapi 1y to sup-

Ty

pgrt the left of Crewfordts division ebt Dabney's Mill, which he under-
=siood was harc-pressed. Because of the thick undergrowth, Ayres ms ched

é Lroons in two- lines by the flznk. As the footsoldiers were ascending
-}idge, a mounued cetach¢eﬁu -of Gregg's cavc;rm, riding rapidly, overran
ﬁe'lefﬁ of Colonel Jemes Guwyn's brigade, throwing ;hab unit inbo confu-
Si§n: Without halting to re-form, Ayres pushed on with Colonel Richard
,'BOWQrman's.Marjland Brigede, an& soon engaged the fOe; The Maryianders
took position on Crawford's left at the mill site. Gwyn, on rallying his

34

“Oops, noved up znd occupied ground WELl to Bowerman's left.

. - Colonel Pearson's First Div151on brigede, guided by'Oﬁe of warren's

2

', in the meantime had filed out of the works covering the bridgehead

i

%3 the troops were passing through a Ystrip of wools,! Ennv were sielle

foa

Tl . . n . . 1 . S
V87 3-inch rifles mounted in the LOTtJIlCMbJORS off to their right, Several

"iilq o

down. Cenerel Warren now heiled Jolonel Pearson, snd told

orizade in line of battle. When he deployed his unit, its

center of one of Crawford's brigades anC ex-

T M - - 3 - 43 D ey S
“toded to the ieft benind Ayres® battle formatlon,
“ireely formed, vefore the Debel syuillery opsaed,
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"“seattered trees. Here it came under a fierce artillery fire.

.o seversl of his tatteries down the Bovdton Plank hcad. ‘After crossiy

PRI, AT I

et

. feering linbs and boughs from the tall pines, The area where -the brigade

nz2d formed was m;rs~a, and the underbrush close and heavy., Iven if there

poosition, a march across such terrain would be fraug

. position in close

o

4t 4:3C Pearson's brigede advanced in line to

]

support. ALl the while, the shooting to their front continued constant

o

“and severe. The line halited In an open field in which there were a few

36

nt Coionel ¥William J. Pegran (Genervel John Pegram's younger

1,

compliznce with instructiocns from Generzl Heth, had sen

[l

011

cennoneers of Lllett's Virginis Battery drove the teams
four 3~inch rifles dowm the road to Debney's Mill,

field, the suncers unlimbered their pieces and begen
nering the Federals to thelr front. |

 Ord¢rs wWere now réceived from General Wéfrég, e rbde up on &

5§}endid white horse,! for Pesrscn to reinforce Ayres with pert of his

1 Pennsyivanie and the 324 Massachusetts,

rigade. ACCOWDaﬂ ed by the 153t}
tarson hestened forward and deployed these units on Bowerman's left,
- dmmedistely beceme fiercsly engeged with the eneny.” In

with instructions. from Ayres, Pearson retraced his stsps end

anquer regiment, the 16th Michi gan, vhich was posted on

RPefore returnling to his br_saLe, Pearson tolid Lieu—

S R

Generzl. Corcon and his division cormanders, Everns, 180
5 T, Lnhiie




ne.arrival of Ayres! Givision and Pearson's brigede had tipped the scales

~spenterily in faevor of the Yankees, the Rebels were far from ready to

. FR R N W REE R

.are ready, and the battery commanders hed uhlinbered their -guas and

found the range, CGorcon ordered, “Abttecki® Pegram's and Evans' divisions

savznced with thelr cherccteristic ardor. Eoffmen's brigsade of Pegram's

givision charged the inion tefi, while bvans! vetile lines assalled

39

vappen's cenber sand righ

As soon zs Fearson's troops hed taken sost on Bowermen's left and

.right, Ayres pessed the word for the troops to roll up log barricades.

the Mayylanders were doing this, the 32d Massachusetts and the

o

st
13t
l.J
!_I
(]

55tthennsylvania‘sﬁddenly roved, without orcers, 300 vards farther
to-the fronbt, where ithey formed 2 line at an angle with Bowernen's. .

e : s . . A oan ‘< . . . .
The sawdust pile thaetl marked the w1l site was ab this line's apex.

ey

To . the right of the. clearing was & thick grove of small pines, cover-

ing Crawford's left--Bexter's reglments.

JpS

§ " Gordon's babttle lines, covered by skirmishers, beat their way i
rough “he. pines and underbrush. Over on the Unlon right, Terry's .

- . . ::.

‘ m

reed Morrow's brigede to give ground., i

¢ ith Yorrow's troops fzlling back Evens waneuvered his men s0 a8 to
i R o - & >
i . .
sde Baxber's advance regiments (the 165h taine, the 39%h Messachu-

tg, and the §7th Hew Jork). Baxbter's blusclads up to this moment had

T

e

o]

- ) . ERI R L -t
+he Revels (Feckts Louisianizns) oo threet

t front, Thess volleys ripped through Uhe pines, whistling across

i 3
! - .
% ground defended ty the 3zd Vacsschusebbs and the 155th Pennsylvanilé.
"tzz e vegiments (sgainst whose lines Hoffman's Virginiens wers zdvancing)

.
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Hoffman to roll back the Maryiand Bflgaae Trmer's tiree regﬁuehts , with

v;-‘...,‘, - ‘-\.-.n-m., . -

I‘_ ihrough the pody nser the heart. Major Douaﬂas, whe ¥=5 riding with The
' .
¥ . -
zeneral, leaped from rs horse and caught hir zs he - Assisted by
3 :
{ several others, Douglas tock Pegrenm fron nis arse. l{a died in the mejor's
i arms, almost zs socn ss he touched the grounc. Cole:el Hoffm an was severely
% i B
- wounded, Der :"1ve of two of their lesders, r:lfmen's Srigade wes thrown in-

e S

Velueple bime wes Jost while Gneral wrdon reorgenived the

placed the senlor Teg imental cormander, Jolonel John G. Kase*r)

$+4.

o E
e
5
o
R

To meke matbers worse, Hoffmen'e ind Eviis' Troope nad ail-

. .wsrzed to the left and right, a large gap had opened In Gordon's battle

L1

~Xne, near the mill site.

el

“The Union leaders took advantage of ihe snfederztes! discomfort to

group, General Baxter in the center had hir troops srect barricades

A AR 4 AT e T

of Dabney's Mill, Io BaxusT g right, Morrow

4

¢ troops ol Srewfori's 3d Brigade

tack. - As th

orchard, Colonel Moriow Wes ssriously wounded,

ik bk A

fiolonel Thoms. F. aloy of the 107tn

rby when Forvow fell. .3 he turned over comvand,

ths left, called & haldb,
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with his regimental commenders, Bowerman w&s
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ion was running short.

:iiled or wounded, and with meny of

o

‘his men having fired their last round,

of Finegen's division, withdrew the Loulsiena

short distance to whers

ALs]

L

e ordnance wagons were parked,

ressive Cordon had completed his cis-

advanced,

he Union 1ine sssailed by the herd—driving Con-

F

WS defendec by'DOWﬂrwan s, Pearson's, Baxter S, and keCoy's

usly sxpected ordnance train failed to reacn the front

mumcer of the blueclads

frow the rear threw

The brigade on Pear—

T

<

next to collapse. . Having caved in uarren's

3“6““cf‘s :nd MeCoy's units, DMcCoy, sesing that his brigade was

t and right,intent on rolling up

3

b

empty cartridge-boxes
sulled back., Unless
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S perrein in tprvealbf, betwsan Dab ney's Mill and the field frontin

BB e

. General Ayres remembered that there were several ridges, with mershy
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.z holding action along these ridges. So shaken were the soldiers, who

wsye the Maltese cross on their caps, that on enly one cccasion was Ayres
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to vheir left, they tock

Forfunately for the V Corps reinforce senbs were abh hand, As he rode

W

ozd to confer witn General Werren, General Wheaton heard

the soubhwash. - Wheaton, satisfied that the V Corps had

to push on, while he galloped

~
& —

£

)

Warren had gone to the front, so Viheaton

on the Vaughan road or elsewhers."
As he rode out Veughen road, Wheaton now met Generals Griffin and

gz, who told hin thet they could cope with the Rebels to their front,

Consequently, they hed no immediate use for any VI Corps troops. While
ere conversing, one of Warren's steff raced up on 2

He reported that he had just come from the right,

" ¥here Grewford and Ayres were engaged, and that reinforcements were

fonts lszd brigade by this time had crossed Hetcher Run, Guided
7 one of Werren's aides, Colonel Jemes Hubbard's 2d.Bpigade was conduched .
“rough the entrsnchuents and out the road o Dabney's Mill, Overtaiing

%% bripade, Wheaton learned from tne staff-officer that Werren had Told
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zton ordered his other tiwc brigades to form behind the entrenchments
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2 sweit furiher instrucvions,

to encounter
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these fugitives

[EN—.

Srelonged o Crawford's divi

[

toward the verivelter so flooded the road thael Wheseton knew thet

e,

ééﬁg graﬁe misfortune had belfzllen the V Corps troogs at Dabney's ¥ill
‘be on ﬁhe sefe side, he called for (Colonel Hubbard teo heit and deploy
brigade into line of tattle. Before Hubberd céuld compléte nhis cis—
géifions, tthe mess of the trocps in front,came.rushing through the

snse. woods end guite over us, and it was with the greatest difficulty

that_the line could be formed, so obstrucuec was it bv the fugitives, who.

re. deaf to every entreaty...snd refused to rally on the flanks or in

&)

upEOfu of the brigade there forming. Sousds, companiss, and regiments
L= < 1L 3 bl &
e rear despite our greatest efforts to hell them.?

¥While the confusion was ait its height, Wheaton was joined by Gen-

1 Yerren, who rezarked thet Whhe line in front had broken irrepersbly.W :
1111 this moment there had been only sniping in the woods to-Hubbard's
Tront, w%hile Hubberd was prepsring to throw out skirmishebs, his men

Fal
L

n blue uniforms

-

- Psteived several wolleys from a line of troops clad
Fortunately for the VI Corps pecple, these volleys

manv casuzliies.

o

ct

c

b

Yo infl
These crashing voileys were discharged by Burrts brigade of Griffints

)

tision, Burr's trooos ned followsd Sickel's down Veughan road, Eefore

-*% reached Keys!, his orders were countermanced, and Burr was directed

l.—\h
v

fo1low Hubbardls brigade to the scene of action at Debney's ki
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s people disappeared into the pines, Ber nelted and formed

Pkt

4
)
.ct+
oy
e
v
H
[ap]
Q-
]
3

wis btroeps into line of batile in e field, Without doing much checking,
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To avoid hsving his troops slaughtered by ihe ¥ Corps, uwheabon told

ede ol ved his brigeds in 2 field. As une T Gorps soldiers re-

they were followed by Confederate srarpshooters, who infil-

Sehican and the 118th Pennsylvenia of Pesrson's rrigade, and the 121st

Lg

New York -of Hubbard! s) viere aeo;ovea and zdvsnced as skirmishers.

Burr's brigade in the meantime had disintegrsted, retreating in gread
. = = ? e

s A 41

Mheir officers having no control of then, whalever, # ~Losing

3 : ' s N . . . o N . . :
bet they conbinued to fire into the becks of uniis to their front.

hers discharged their rifle-nuskets into the zir, Colonel Burr finally
L9

Ylied & srall force,which he led into osition on mubvardls right.
K 3

Ll

to Debney's Mill, he hed presumed that Gwyn's

zed by the horsescldiisrs br resking through its

oin him as soon as the men had been re—forsed, Bubt in

e 23 Lo clreculans and had wandered
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§:¥ provost gusrd and Werren's escort across
{ . . . .
! ctions Lo round up the refugees. Sighiing
é. clors retiring through the woods Lo The Lefth®
i f;gf the field, Locke rode over to learn who they were, liost of thess
3 zoidiers were found to belong to Guwyn's brigade,
% form on their colors. Gy
‘ p shortly thereafter and explained thet "his brigede had
.
after recelving but a'slith fire from the enemy .
"Re-fora your brigade; advance to the woods, and deploy.so 25 to

T LN
Night
o

Tr‘frea. e, fl S,

€:—-—f0ri ed and

stop the retrest

11 moort,

=T |
Gnts,

t Tocke snepped,

ermen's Marylenders w

o
Bowr

Locke-r ilied a2 nuwber, telling

y 21

d cloged in, so the fiéﬂtJng soon cezsed.

k)

Werren reorganized his corps.

1

2t ha

ny . 3 . AY 1
Bragels, end Baxter's) that

rustered inside Ui T

L

e breas TWO

Hc
‘Taking advanta

g disintegrated were

was recallec

25 he pointed towsrd the pines to his

ere now encounvered wandering

v ve take chafce

S.ES

The five brigades (Burr's,

s defernded by Wheaton's 1st

4]

igede of Ayres' division from
M¥erching to the right, Winthrop's blueclads relieved Fear-—
sumed responsibpliity for pickéting the pines to the left
of tre Debne:'s Nill road. Pearson, 25 soon &5 he had recalled
moved back into the rifle-pits oul of which he ¢ Jed hi
seversl hours vefore. 52
+ the witndrawsl of Winthrop's brigede, Colonel fickel discovered



" ihat NIS people were the only ones remaining in Keys' field. He 2CCord-—
nis Hroops elong Ma

and remained under

Winthrop's, while on the left they con-

m

20 & p.m.

ieved by Winthrop's solclers
Orders wWers now received for Theaten to withdraw his division sast of

“ztoner Raun and Mmass In some CONVENLE ﬂt place, ! s Hubbard's troops
tramped through the earthworks, the 1st and 3d Brigades fell dn behind.

1

- ‘Crossing the strezm,

5L

meston's division went into hivousac near Chrw“ﬂcs'

aguse,

7he Confederates pursued the Feders =1 through the Tforest. Parkness

Gorcoq‘s vattle lines gzined the fields fronting

-

e breastworks, guarding the spproaches to the Vaughen roo.(. Ccrossing.

”Gordon’s units had been'disorganized by the repld advance, and 1t would

alce t$me to regroup for an sssault on the barricades to his front.

rdinsly cecided to recell his troops and return to Debney's

e

Before beginning the return peren, Gordon saw that a strong line of

oot -t o + ) 3 - L2 oy 2 s s o I I
. Siposts was established, while fatligue peruies wWere crgenized Lo poLlce

snd collect arms and accoutrements abandoned oY

[423) . T ? e ] o
There wes little rest in the Soubtiern camns, a3 Cordon &nt nDis ESI-
#rils, cerbein thet thne balile would be renewed, saw thel their men en-

[l g
weyts WIL1L. 22 wnhile the surgeons and
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% nospital stewards dressed the wounds of the injured, burisl details wentl
L
# shoub their grim task,
:
e

e A e

e

E sdiness to move to Warren promptly and rapidly.n Hardly had the 1
¥ in Humphreys' commend post clicked out this information, before &

re wes received to rush troops to the Vaughan road crossing of Hatcher

58

£

Humphreys told Mott to out De Trobriand's lst Brigade in motion.

inile De Frobrisnd's troops, 2,500 strong, were fslling out, orders ;

eached Mott from II Corss headquarters to withdraw West's brigade

" fromthe line, West's people were to follow De Trobriand, To increase

i1

strength of the column,he was to march to Werren's assistance,

.59

L

i on Remser and Mceillister for a regiment sac

De Trooriend's brigede ook the lead as tne relief column started

|4 -
Lo Woun Vaughan road, Nenepzl Meade helted De Trobriand,
¥ Tl < - ] -, . B . 1 T 1 o - 5 : o
P t2lling him that ti2rren's troops nad checked the Confederave onset, and
5 - .
E L, L & e e
PRt he was to relfurn Lo hls Former LOSITION, Westls brigade Was
i
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While the regiments from Meallister!s

3

brigedes were returned to the bresstwoerks, De Trotriznd's znd

e e

gt e

lene
B ,ﬂucwaq reost, Miles at-7 olclock replied that his 2d Srigads, Colonel

, had been ordersd out. Duryea's troops

co. he wes <o recall his 2d Brigade,
T Corps artilliery (one from Battery K, 4th U, .
7 to tne 10th ¥essachuseils) emploved thelir guns
is the men who wore the Maltese créss retrested,
R ,
he four guns emplaced near Armstrong's shelled the woods aeross the run. o3
t the time the V Corps broke, tho units of Colonel Pierce's trigece,
Pennsylvsniz and the hth Ohio Battalion, were CaLleO up from L he
éééfve and t cok position covering the dam and a bridge thatl had been
ér0wn across Halcher Run, near Armstrong'ts Mill, As.they double-timed
3;Eo position, they were fired on by Rebel shaerpshooters posted in the
itber and underbrush on the south bank,
the VI Corps had been meterially weskened by
issued orders

&l

nouse. The

ang AXVI, 1ts right resting on Babtery No, XXIV, A 287-men detall
i T the Enginesr Erigade relieved the men Wheston had lelt on ilae sicket
Lo, O
2 L]
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whicn was very bad,
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" french where he wWas OF ithdraw., Meade was of the opinion thav ir iur

:‘ther operaticns wWers Conu erpls
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Tobomac exbended. its entrencast ine Lo Heven .
L

‘line. He, however, Wend
- . &7

€11 to nold out to Hatcherts / sic / Fun.®
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EBRUARY 5-7, 1865
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Cepersl Goraon and HIS ConfeCersves win Tie Second

Pl i)
O. B,

nt resting &t Armstrong's Hill and its lefi extending to within

50 verds of Veughen road. Pearson, after advancing a strong picket

line w5 his trocps to work stren
X - L)

foréls ¢ivision wes to constitute a strai ic ressrve, ready

T 5

merch 2t a moment's nobice lo elllier warren’s or Humehreys'! support.
0. R., Series I, Vol, XTI, pt. IX, 399-400.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. I, 225, 227. The 105th Pennsylvania

o
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e Trobriand on its rgturn from
the reconnaissaﬁce down Vaughan road. Mejor Hess and his trocpers
of the.Bd Ternsylvenia, having patroled Veughan road curing the
night, took position at Curmwings' house on recrossing the rusn.

Toid., 254, 25¢, 260, 366, 368, 371. The 6th Ohio at tais time Te-

joined Knowles'
0. R., Series I, Vol., &VI, pt. T1, 396, lewde spent the right of

Series I, Vol. XI¥T, pt. I, 25L.

C. B., Sevies I, Vol. XIVI, pt. T, 25k, 258, 280,
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XI¥I, pt. II, 424. De Trobriand was accompenied on his forced

raconnaissance by the 24 U. 3. Sharpshooters, the 20th Indiana
£ 2 2

th

-

ne 17th Maine, ard the 1st Maire Heavy Artiliery. The redount

was on rising ground, near a barn in front of Armstrong!s house,

1Y 0. R., Series T, Vol, XIVI, pt. I, 3443 Q. R., Series I, Vol. XLV,

“[_pt. I, L24.

"g. R., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. I, 254; Q. 2., Series I, Vol, XLVi,

‘”pt. Ii, £31-132, Confederate dessrtsrs hed staiedrthat their works
';extended south to Gravélly Run, about a mile southwest of Dabreyls
iiMill;

3 0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt.TI, 43k,

Q. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 254-255.

Ibid., 255,

-_;gag., 298;

;;H;g;g;, 3.

Ji‘zggg., 287, 293; 0. R, Series I, Vol. LI, pt. I, 286.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 287, 293, 296, 390; 0. R., Series
I, Vol. LI, pt. I, 286, 283, 290,

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. T, 38Ll.

‘Ibid., 381, 390; Douglas, I Zode With Stonewall, 326,

—

- 0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 290, 291-292; Barton, "The Battle

" of Hatcher's Run," Confederate Veberan, XVIiI, 119.

i % 0. R,, Seriss I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 390.

)

jatile of Habtcher's Run," Confedersie

9

.7.'.".5. . ey
= Ibid,, 390, 392; Barton, "The

b

© . Veteran, XVII, 119,
‘: 2_: = . -."-—. £ ~ . R
: “ 0. Z., Series I, Vol. XiVI, pt. I, 287, 293, 392; 0. H., Jeries 5L
:
Tol, LI, ot. I, 2954, 299, 291, 293, 295. Colorel Charles W, Tildsn



of the 16th Meine reported that in this advance, Color Sergesnt
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Iuther Bradford 'was wounded in the left erm (causing ampubation

of same) while gellantly beering the colors in advence cof the line,
53 L] Lo I - By
i urging the men on to their work. This is +the third time he has been
4 .

" Q. R., Series I, Vol., LI, ob. I, 28¢.

: Seriss I, Voi. XLWI, pt, I, 255, 260; 0. R., Beriss I, Vo..
I, L32.
3 Series I, Vol. XIVI, nt. I, 280; Beale, History of the Sth

o

lew Jerzey recoversd,

=

while Lieubtenan® Colonel F. L. Tremain of the 10th New York Cavalry cdied. N

‘

280~281; H. C. wWell,#The Tweuty-Third Horth Cerolina Infentyry,

Southern Historical Socieby Fapers, i

(o

. R., Series I, Vol. ¥LVI; pt. I, 266, 280, 281. Upon being relieved

e

by Sickel's troops, Winthrop reporbted, his men retired w75 to 100 yarcs

in rear of wy position and replenished my boxes with the emmunition

which I had just then succesded in procuring.®. ' )

Toid., 366, 268, 370.

Toid., 277, 278, 282, 28k.
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Toid., 271; History of the Corn Exchense Reziment, 118th Pennsyivenia

Voluniesrs..., Corpiled oy Commitbtee (Philadelphia, 1888), 551. Fron

i . % 1right to left i
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0. B., Series I, Vol. XI¥I, st. I, 271, 277, 278.

J. G. Coolsby, "Crensnaw Battery, Pegran's Ratialion, C 8 Artillery,

1o

. K., 58 ,

day had cessed,

Stonewall,

iiho would tell

Jor Loug
Vrs, Pegrast!

Wou must do if Douglas,® snapped General Gordon.
NHeavens! Cenersl—-I111 lead 2 forlorn hope--do anybhing thal

is war-—bui nob that., Send New Lets married and knows women;

Gonlt. .

"y jor New went on his unenviable duby and 1 tock the Genera
body becii Lo my roon 2% Headcuarbers. An hour after, as the reneral
lay, dead, on Iy ved, I hesrd the ampulence pass_just outside ine
window,-téking brs. Pegram back to thelr quarters. New had not seen

her yet and she did not know; bubt her mother was with her. &

. ’ -, e ; e
Fiancée of three years, a bride of three weeks, now a widowi!

Dougles, I HZode bilo Stonewsll, 327.
0. R., Series I, Wol. XVI, ob. I, 087, 259, 2933 C. H., Series I,

LT, pb. T, 286, 288, 291.
0. E., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pb. I, 271-272, 2765 Q. R., Series I,

Yol, LI, ph. I, 293, 295, 296.
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v Borrel, Recollections of g Lonfec:
Jsckson, Ternn., 1958), 272-273.

Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. T, 271-272, 277, 279, 282, 27

Toid., 299; O. B., Series I, Vol. XiVI, pt. IT, 437.
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0. R., Seriss I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 225, 239; 0. #., Series I, Vol,

Q. B., Series I, Vol, XLVi, »t. I, 228; O, E., Series I, Vol. 2VI,
oh. IT, L26-L27.
0. R.; Series 1, Vol. JLUI, »b, I, 225, 236. ‘esi's 3

positioned in the woods on the right of Swmyih's mein line of 2
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" HSTCHERTS RUN, an 5-7, 1865

. - Coanter IV

x]
]

Cing zbout in their nickel posts. W

cr
[y
M

o
ct

n
e

rren specul

- ) _ . 1
L e1tqer relieving thelr outposis or reinforcing thenm

{
n

.

ueob in replying, observed thet Ceneral Meade desgired a rerort on

- the condition of the V Corps, &nd an estimste of the czsualiiss suffered .

[t}

.s %0 push. oul skirmishers to zscertain

were still in force to his front., If they were, he was to

.2
attacking.

.use his own

—L s o - =

Meanwhile, Hooney Lee's cavalry, trailed by an infantry skirwd

o on o

ine, was sightec sdvsaci ng across the fields south of Veughan road

0030n87 Sickel's outpeste end the grevclsds soon opened fire, sznd for

i _._the next L5 wminutes the two skirmish lines'banged'awgy.
ts, COJOﬂe# Sickel had contected
prompuly ca-leo up one
Laft of 3ickells infantry,

Fa,2 21T -7 vacr o -
ﬁI"u,,.'.ie’ wers Liso

iv gung in the fizht on
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e

- demonstretion! mede b

“could drive the Rebels "hhet far, if at all, witnout the
e X 2 e

putled teck into the woods,

- Mt e S o e
Twenty minutes lais

_that he had seen and heard satisfied him that the Rebels would not mzke

a stand this sﬂge of Dcone“’s i 1111, He was convinced thet the V Corps

id of more

jav)

than one of CGregg's brigedes....t If Meade so wished, the other two

. 5

“eavelry brigedss could be recalled atl once,
Meade -at 10:&0 issuved instructions for Werren to Morder General

[

Creco to take two of his brigades to Rowanty POSu—OEIlCSJ yith their

7. By 1 o'clock the two bris

as the batlery drove down Vaughsn road, that the country hereabouts wes

berc Gregz would see that his troopers were provisicned

sy would be resdy to march ageinst the foe's
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*had the troopers of tre brigace (BeJ1¢n's) that was to remein behind to

i
ey
were ready te ride, Just as he was putting his horsescldiers into motion,
& courier rode up with additional instructions frem army headgueriers,
Cregg now lesrned that he could post his command in the most suitable
place Lo wateh the Halifax and Perkins’® rosds. Should he find it diffi-
cult to supply his-division at that point, he was aubhorized to move back
o Fort Dushane. ~
o
1 1 1 2 LA ) Pl | h
Gregg by dusk had posted his two brigsdes at the junction of the -
. W
+ m e 5 . s : -.. - Y 3
Helifax and Wyati roads. One regiment {the 21st Penmsylvanis Cavslry) o
=
s : - - o fiv ot
hed beerr advenced to Fowenty Postoffice, wiih pickebs thrown out on the .
. “E
. Perkins! and Reans'! Station roads. Another regiment had been sent to o
S Lo
. recomneiter thne counitry between Resrs!' Stailon and Stony Creck. -Troopers e
;romﬁtne 21st Fennsylver 1@, cccupying an ovtpost nesr Monk's Heck Bridgs, - é,ig
- s Co s y e s
-haa wztched as a bflgeae of Repel infantry marched dow the road on the i s
; -t
oo s i
opposite side of the Rowanly Unicn sna Confederate plc&ecs in this ’
e _— 8 c
seclbor confronted ezch other with the siream Letwesen. Eyo

Seversl hours before he left the west side of Hateher Run, Gregg had

. :- *

. o . . a4 s . 8

.relleve Sickelfs infentrymen, so they could rejoin their parent unit— 12

3 ) : : il w

e s - - - ; . - \ . . : ! ,-'

Criffin's division. Kerwin's horsescldiers by 11 a.h, had moved into ''5

L _ ' v R

Fran R . 2 I - Al ) ) 1 - Q 3. -
FOS1vion across Vaughan rozd, and Jickel's brigsde marched up the reed. :

- Colonel Kerwin, not L0ﬂ~ aiter Greggs had deparied, received ordere

Iranm Yarren's heaedquarters te send 2 combal petrol down Veu

(4715 force was Lo ury and push the Rebels to their froal zeross Gravelly
“in, IT the Confederstes were encourtered inm forecs, the petrol was Lo
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quickly rejoinec

the Pennsylvanisns as they rode cdown Vaughan road, till they had pene-

o

the Rebel pickedb
i

tonel Young shouied Ior his bugler To sound, #hergs!

The butternuts were Forced back to the sireanm, where they braced for a

stand, A lightning-like flank movement by Young's ist Battalion (which
nad dismounted )} drovs the zreyclads into rifie-

pened on the Yanks with their two 3-inch Whitworths.
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back up Vanghan road, as

j5

Recelling his troopers, Colonel Young headed

p,

tpe hexagoxe? bolts knocked branches end boughs from the trees to the

troopers' rignt and left. A squadron of Rooney Les!s dismounted Con-

- federates followed the bluecoats as far as the point where the pickets

" had been assailed. Young now wheeled his column about, and these Rebels

wlained to Colonel Kerwin that the

On his return, Cclonel Young ex

Confederates appezrad "bo have one brlggde of cavalry! in the trenches

Sou h of Gravelly Run.

General Ayres hed spent & good part of the morning on the picket

filine.' Whet he saw and heard from Colonel Winthrop convinced the gen-

)

erzl that this rugged duty had taken its toll, becsuse the infanlrymen

: 9 thé 1st Brigads arrpezred o oe exnausied, Returning.to his commend

: = s

% fost, Ayres, recalling thet warren hed IOIGQSEd an intention to re-

E }iEVe_Einthrop's vluecosbs Yas socn &5 sore other troops could be fitted
¢ o '

} LOGG to taked their placs, wrote Jolonel Locke. Ayres, after explaining
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“entered the perimeter, they replaced Burr's brigade behind th

o
0]
(]
hes
S
o+
5
]
b
4]

sn Pearson's left., TBurr's people then moved oub and relieved YWinthrop's

niot assigned to oubpost duly were

by

a4 £
AL

wet afterncon, the woods occupled

13
aritillers.
Forming snd mustering his troops as soon as they were relieved,
inthror led them back into the bridgehead, where they campsd behind the

14

he morning of February 7, Warren had dispatched Captain Cope to

[l
=
[l

1 E11 0 A i

é%amine the ground to the right and locate a batbery position, where the
Féderals‘COuld'emplace guns to reply to the Rebels' cannons at Dabney's
;ii. Nezar hrmSuron”’s Mill, the ceptain found ground having the neces-
"éry pre TeOhﬂeites. He 2lso obsefved that the II Qorps' batteries at
frstrona s house cou?d be helvfaW in neutralizin g.bhe troubiesome Con-
é@érate guns., | |

Fording Halcher Bun where Pearsom's right ancnore&, Cope cros aed the

pen ground in front of the works and visited the II Corps pickets, ESee-

{ he hed seen, |
%arren, afier lwsuenifg tofwhafjﬂo?é'had_to”gay, detef@ined'tq see
he could dislodge © ;ﬂe Lebels from their advence rifle-pibs. AL 10 a.m.
General Grawford was toc move out from .

> &s3ail the foej gheatoo‘s il Cor’we Givi-

s




Cope delivered to Crawford hﬂs CODJ of the circular,

he Third Division was to "push out as far a3 possible

o
0

tury his dead of the day oefore, end see vhal e

fall in on their color lines.
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‘Bexher's brigade took The lead &

£ Hatcher Run, the TE&SUWO”KS.bethQ which Pearson's trocps crouched

d passed. througl the works., A short distance beyond the rifle-pivs,

Craw ord caﬁlea for Geﬂefal Baxie¢ to haT and deploy his troops into

1he-of bat tle. Covered by & couole llna of skirmishers, the 39th

Bssachusetts in advance and uhe 11nn Pennsvlv ia in support, the bri-

ade resumed the advance. Crawford 5 0uher orﬂsaaes fOlLOhed Baﬁber s
! McCoy's on the right.'

on by Rébel pieﬂets)postéd‘behind
iight'earthworks,J These greyﬁlads belonged to Brigadier General G.
fiiey Sor el's ueOf&la Brigade ofIFinegaﬁ’s division, The 11th Pein-
Eifania'advanced to assisﬁ the 39th Ms scecnuseuus, and the Georglans
Closely,foilowed ov bqe DQUQle,line}_Eaéu
ad through the sodden forQSu driving the greyclads

L)

tefore them. General Sorrel was among the casualties in this phase ©

eneral'ls Upight lung, smashing the ribs front and

&
-2
L

[P T Y




1 wes carried to the rear by his aides. Although he recovered, the

for Sorrel. A thres-quarter mile advance brought Baxbter's

ple to a clearing.,. Oul in vhe field in front of the skirmishers was

b

_nidabla iine of works held in force by Confederate infantry. A short

] ot 1

The Conlea.r stes had speﬁt a m1seraﬂ7e morning strengthening the
snned bv Ellett's and several other babberies

of 6olonel Wiliien J. Pegrémﬁs Artillery Battélion -were ménhandled along
vddy trails and into position at strategie points hehind the parapels.
ﬁ*ﬁrigade from General Finegen's div;sion le¢ by Gensral Sorrel had been
ent forward at dawn to hola the plcket line.

'As s00n as,he.was notifie by Sorrel that the Federals were advenc—
”g in force, General Gordon had the "long'roll".ﬁeaten, .In forming his
éops tc meet the rénewed ﬁnion advance; Gordon posted Pegrém's civision
now commanded by Gerersl Johnston) on the right, while Finegan's division
~1ed into position on Johnston's left, General Evans! divigion was held
§ 19 |

in reserve, reacdy Lo move forward at = momenﬁ‘s notice,

-After Baxterts troéps héd chased'Sorrel'é Géorgiahs out of thelr ad-

cations were occupied by Colonel Mcloy's

_:-

ace rifle-pits, these fortifi

[

ncs _with_ nstructions from Crawford, Meloy had his | 0

2Tt strengtheniﬁg ar¢ refecing the irenches and slashing bimbver.
le engaged in this work, the soldiers were shelled by art tillery, em~
lzced north of the run, and to the fire of Rebel sharpshooters Irom

Ceneral Jonn &. Gooke's brigade posted in the undertrush north




of Haotcher Run. &pprehensive lest the greyclads slip a column 201088 the

ion, McCoy dispatched skirmishers to cope wiin
Generel Crawford learned of this situstion, he ser-

sonally positioned several of Bragg!s regiments between McCoy's right

o 20
snd. Hatcher Run.

14 his position frontl s! mein line of resistance,

To nol

zexter called up and deployed his three rema ining regiments (the 16th

the 97th New York, end the 88bh Pennsylvenia) as skirmishers to

s

right and lefi, COne of Meloy's units, itne 56th Pennsylvania, was

21

brought up and posted as & reserve to Baxter's skirmish line.

a

Meade at 11:45, shortly afver Crawford hed passed tnroug the berri-

d Eéﬂreﬂ that in view of the Jnclewenu weather and Generel

¢ & fortified line, an assault

L)

22
—nlgat or to-morrow! to the east bank of Hatcher Run.
His fighting bloed aroused, TWarren delermined to'i ﬂore his superiors

push matters, AT 3:45 Crawlord was directed to “drive the enemy jusi

. far as you can in the daylight that is left you, and use aill your sup-

23

hﬁve seqt ou. !

‘Writing Chief of Ste.s °f tebb at 4:30, Warren pleced himself on record

necessaryf%dffall pack across Hatcher Run, he would prefer

Meade to change

. yorning., In an effort to get Grant and
vezorted, ie heve regained most of the ground we held

drawn the artillery fire from the eneNV‘s works, end we

a
3
4
-3

coutn side of Hetcher's / sic / RBun towsrd Dabney's 311

> this time would be insdviseble, unless great advantages could be gained.
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.

¢ long as may be reguired.® 2k
“to by Werren in his 3:45 communication to

ord belonged to Wheaton's division. At the time of the kebels?! norn-

[}

[y

1 Josspn B, Hawblin's) wos massed in a
east of the run. AL 12'o'clopk Hemblin's bebple were ordered across
e strezm to support Genersl Crawford. Colonel Hubbarals 2d EBrigade was
crdls pluscoats,
,.preparéd to

Crewford's call,

garvhworks covering D fabney‘s Mill,
1ford Hgd the remainder of b:aggﬂs.trdops take position between McCoy's
Hatchér ﬁuﬂ. To afford sufficient space for EBragg's ?eo 1e behind
?hé'éapﬁﬂred WOTKS, MbCoy's.b&ﬁtle line fi;ed o the left several nundred
yards, reéting iﬁs left on a mofass, As soon as_this movement was com-

ed, orders were reéeived-frém‘Crawfor& for Mcloy to advéhce and.take
on the left of Baxter’s skirmiéhers. Harchn's VI Corps brigade
.rqhed up and occupled the wbz s Just before EbCo s people sharted for-
As‘n¢s troops Crew sbresst of Baxter's, HcCoj refused his Telt wing.
Yihen Crawicord pesssd the word thet all wes ready, RBaxter's end McCoy's
It waé
uf;g and 2 thin crust of ice had formed o many of the soldiefs' LTS

rents. BRBexter's skirmisters on the right drove to within

tne newly erechsd breasiworks, before thelr thrust w2s
. I 27
l-zimed vollevys of Finegan's footsoldiers. )
e

26.
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is success.

Gordon's Confederates made no effort to follow up th

er's blueccats retired to the ground held prior

=

The troops on ¥eGoy's left, whe hadn't boltéd, threw up

o

Stworks within 300 yerds of

the Confederates! entrenchments . Here

. . . T V A - 1 . - e
Joinet, as soon as 1T was dark, by the rest of the brigade, 29

6:20 wwote Verren thel he had adve llnes, eriv-

g the Rebels intc their Mnew lines of works." Prisoners baggea by the

I . tidt the V Corps vwas opposed by the

i

had fougt
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His division was exbtended zs far as the exhausted condition

For. Baxter's skirmishers were relieved by DlCKed men from

amblin’s and Meloy's brigades. Retiring azbout 100 yards, Baxter's

Olavers formec line and began erecving works within one-guarter mile

—pits, connectﬁpw on the right with McCoy's brigade

em 3T . . . .
‘Hemplin's, 7 - " Bragg's brigade by tals time

o
|
o]
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IJ
b3
wn
e

aea

o

the ground between Mcloy's right znd Hatcher
There in the pines, the soldiers, chJJIea to their bones by
© grounc, Needless to say, the ranks had

patrolits and summer soldiers sliprped to

~
e
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General Crawford at this time notified Warren that his advanced line

dug in. He had just returned to his commend. post from inspecting

‘picket line. ¥rom the road which he was on, the Rebel Tortifications

northeast and southwest. - His troops, he observed, needed rest badly,

2n 0DLoT

.
!
o

unity bo bulld fires and meke coffee for over

wving he

bey

1
Fia

L0

"Because of the shoddy condltion of many of the unitst uniforms, the

nfedsrates undoubvedly suffered greater discomfort from the hostile sle-

ge, after visiting the f ront, wrote

g

ts thaen the Federals. General

Secretary of War Jamee A. Seddon on the Sthz

13 the disposable force of the rignv wing of the army hes
 been operating asgainst the eneny beyond Hatcher's st:c 7'Luh
- since Sunday. Yesterday, ihe most inclement dey of the winter,
they had to be retained in line of batlle, having been in the
seme condition the two previous days and nights. I regret to
be obliged to state that uncer these circumstances, helghtened

had been
from Te-
cold, hail

by sssaults, anc fire of the enemy, some of the men
without meat for three days, and all were suffering
~duced -rations and scant clothing, exposed. to battle,
and sleet, 52 IR

s
£
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£

. its ground on February 7. A

e time of Werren's cecision to undertake a forced reconnaissance,

Ceneral Humphreys' i1 Corps held
= ibian

R - it

mphreys was directed by Meade to support the people who wore the

.11 his available force; if called upon. Contact-

n resdy

Werren at 12:35, Humphreys reported that he had two brigades i 3
serve--De Trobriand's and Hesi's, 36

" Replying for his boss, Colonel Locke incuired

T thers . st Opanford
e I1 Corps batieriss, emplaced near Armstrong's, gAVing Crawforuts
ps fire supnort, Ymore for ihe moral effect it »ill procuce o our
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entts opinion, Mwe should hold from our. present left to Armstrong's

The cevealry could then pickset down Halcher's L sic / Fun snd cover

our rear easier than at present.¥ The weather having turned bad, Grant

thought it would be wise to get the soldiers "back to the posiition you

At 1:30 Grent wired Meade that he had been czlled to tiashinglon to
ieStify before the Commitiee on the Conduct of the ¥ar. He hoped o

b bost forthe capitel in bhe morning, but he would defer his de-
de notified him that the "froops now Qut:are in the new
o;itibn they are to occupy."

Meade answered thal he would advise Grsnt as. soon &8 the troops Were

in position. He, how ver, douoted if tney would be by tomorrow, becsuse

' ﬁbeiiﬁg with his $taff’and Chief Engineer J. C. Duane, Meade.drafteq
,pifcular)sketching the fortified DOSlb;On the uroops were Lo Lake up.
jér‘Duane was "o lay oub ana construct an intrenched line froﬁ Fort
Séﬁﬁsbﬁ‘to Armstrong!s Mill, Llacing ﬁo‘ks,at the.latter point and the
C”OSSWno of ithe Veughan road, so &s to hold and command toth Bhese Cross—

Lo Suitable artillery emplacemenﬁS‘were to be selected and connected

87 rifle~pits, tinmber wes vo be slashed, dams built on Hatcher fun, end

As soon as these works nad been surveyed, the Pelersowurg investiment

Line would be'held: the IX Corps frorm the Aoponmuuox to Fort Howard:

Soh . ——e ) ) - | = o _. - [Py,
“ie VY Corps from Fort Howard to Fort Gregg, inclusive; the IT Corys
~Yoin Fort Gregs to Armsirong's Mill, Werrven's ¥V Corps was vo occupy

R . .. .
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Keyiid] troops than enything else.t 7 .

Warren at This time did nob pelieve he would reguire any IL Corps
: . . N e hd -

In COmplchCe with this reCUﬁSb, cannoneers of Swith's section,. -

juel
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th United Stebes Artillery shelled the woods in fron
Crewfordls sdvancing line, The regulars contlnueq to fire till the men

of the V Corps had pushed ceep into une wooas and cTOSe Lp agalﬂst the

o
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t Debney's Mill. Along toward da_A, & gection of the
10th Messachusebbs Rabliery opened on a Rebel battery near Debney's Mill
: . ) '8 >

‘at a2 range of one mile. After the redlegs hed expended 25 rounds, the

39

“butternuts ceased fire,

e
%
)

Nédae at 10:15 a.m. had telegraphed Grant that foul weather, *end

grioyrence. 1 an unqev of the exact moral condition of Warren's corps
en _ oS,

tive orders to abbazck." “Even so, Werren had been instructed to under-
take a forced reconnzissence,
In regard to the plan of holding to Hatcher Run orOached late on

‘the 6th, Meade explained, his "ides was to Ipld it permanently by a

£

hich a’small force could hold, if we moved faeriher to

1 3 ~

umehrays’ and Warren's people had alre“dv thfowﬂ up 2

A . I b 4 L0
recdoubts, could be quickly established.

Sed that as Meade was on the ground, he should know

2
.
B

¥

Z

1

works, bub if HMeade's suggestions were adopbed a permensnt

oL ’ N o ) N ] -
“better than the people at £ity Point what line the troops should occupy.m
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ccvakrr wes bo teke position on Jerusslem Flank Road, and picket from

Ll

e left of the ¥ Corps to the James River.

Chief of Staff Webb, to rezdy Warren for the borbshell, wrote hinm
115 p.m. Meade, Webb observed, wes rlsased to learn of the success

egistered by Crawliord's. commend. Hevertheless, his broops were to be
wihdrawn, bub not at night. When wWarren redeploved his corps, the sol-

JEHS

iers were not. to return to the camos from which they had marched on the

“After studying Meade's circular and Webb's communication ., Warren
eplied, we will forsake our old quarters cheerfully, because then any
ension of our line is to te made, we have the priviledge of doling it.m

General ¥eade, shortly aiter c;rk czlled on Warren for information
: 2 i -

o

5 to when he moulq have no farther employment for Wheaton's 1nfanufy
and Kerwin's cavalry.

" Warren replied that it would be possible to withdraw Whezion's
me, while he would see thet Kerwin's horsesoldiers
Crawfond, on being informed that vheaton would be recalled, advised

Tren thet he would a his position, if the Con-

then be unable to mainte

ot

Cerateg atlac :ed in

Lak
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division back

. LS
srlier :

Screened i

en they took the fi

4

frightful weather, were unab

COTOPeL Kervin's troope

2

a relieved by & det

i, wWer
ort February 8.

L a

"In obedience with Mezde

51

Hbuld wabteh Helifax roed.
.' N by S o
Gregg Quring

he,ar.' had been accenbed,
) Ty B

icts was to 1mfczm Chief of
1ord's diyision had assumed

1

bivousc in the surrounding fields.

egg, on the arrivel of Kerwin's unit,

: road to Hebeher Eun.

CcHE

trengthening his pickel line,

Recrossing Hatcher

ind Camgbellls., Whealton ih

Daypreal on

the troocps hed m

“av¢hc le ft- Enelr
eWQQ Cr wford's blueccats

sie to resv comfortably.

rs, who were nolding

7.

achment from Ayres' divisi

rd to Globe Tavern, where Kerwin reported to General Gregg.

Ta

ordered two o

the day received notification thet

One of_the_caValry leader's last

teif

w

-+

oneit

[

esno

Meznwhile

February & saw

vility for picketin
his troopers had taken

t the ares from Halifsx road to the

Liheaton Sent for
Run, the two VI

en pul his column
Corps

Wheston's VI

arc ned 56 hours

snelter—031ves

, because of the

4G

the roadblock at Keys?

on By Tehh aum,

Fiding up Veughen road, the horsesoldiers merched easi-

50

circular of the previous afternoon, General

f his brigades to

euurn to their camps east of Jerusalem Plank Road, while a third (Kerwin's)

his resignation Irom

cfficial

Jebp that at da vk soldiers from Crave

g the countryside

ey
Sl -

ares piver.



th Crawfordl's Tootsoldiers on duty, Gregg wished to relieve Kerw1n‘s

S _ 52
vrigade, so the horses could be foraged. ~

Two of Werren's Civisions (Qriffints and Ayres') continusd bo be
responsible for the defense of the brldgahegc Werren, as an oificer

]
G

Ho had belonzed to the Jorps of Ingineers, wes understendably interested

the fortified zone frow

rstrong!s ¥Mill, the 1ine neld’ by‘Humnnre;s‘ lefu 01V1510ﬂ (Sr?"d‘s)
would be untenable. A reconnaissance had discl osed that the foe, if

this redoubt were not erected, would possess "comman'ing ground that

w111 overlock and tske the line in rear in front of Armutrong s house.,®

ﬁ:appeared ﬁoiharren tié£ the best line the Arny of the Potomac could
;Ee_ﬂp would be from Fort Cunmings, via Weslmorelsnd's and Tucker's
hoﬁseé, to ¢. ¥W. Cumrings!. "Ho matier where we put the line on the
vf.bank," Warren caubioned, "if the.enemy establiShes:oﬁe on the .

other gside along the higb ridge from Armstrong hlll to the Vaughen

. iy

. 53

0ad, a small force will e aole to prevent us from crossing the stream.”
- Meadé was impressed with Warren's comments, so Chief Engineer

iéﬁe'é.iﬁstructions were ammsnded'to read, for him to "procbe to lay
ut ..and construct an i.nﬁ“r*enched line from Fort Sampson to tne crossing

£ the Vaughen rozé, placing-& work at the 1utter roint to hold anc- com—

.. S5k
hat crossing,¥

Cn~the afternoon of the 8th, Crawford had sent his 3d Brigs

to relieve Kerwin's horsesoldiers on the picket line extending

o H

2rd from Monkc's Neck Bridge to Halifex road. Soldiers from AFres

TN

AW



division held the line of outposts from the left of the earthworks guard-

to teke up, After studying

Fad

AT

ing the pbroaches to the bridceﬁead to the. point where Ycloy's pickst

55

Fa

line anchored on the ezst bank of the Rowaniy,

o

Genersl Humphreys! IT Corps held its ground on the 8th, while the

1 £u

engineers surveyed Lhe new line the men wearing the Ullover leafV ware

betireen Fort Gregg and Avmstrong's

%511 and discussing bhe situation with his senerals, Humphreys issued a
ta - - " 3 4 o '

-

irective. At 8 a.m.. on the morning of Februery ¢, General Miles wes

£

o be relieved along the sector of the entrenched line between Forts

ies wes to merch his troops and "ieke position

n. One hour l&ter,

n the new line, from Fort Ssmpéon Lo the chimneys of the Westmoreland

11
Mobt atl, the same hour was to shift that part of his division slated

o;bccupv the new line ot the - flghb of the battery uO be erec%ec on

lng'at the chimneys of the Westmoreland house._ Both division commaﬁders

56

nat were to be erected along the new line.
Tn acéordance wibth instructions from Meadels headquarters, Humphreys,
1 the morning of Feoruery $, saw thet his First and Third Divisions Tock

he positions assigned them along the new line. dewsejts brigede at

R =3
time reported back to Miles, having completed its assignr ent with

[R5
4l



o There %as no hostile act1v|ty in front of the bridgehead held by

the V. COﬂDs during phe 36 hours beginning at daybreakIOﬂ the 8th and

ending ab nightfall on Februsry 9. Ayr s1 troops were kept employed

erecting a strong work "on the Vaughen road, below the run,® while. .

1

Griffin's held the breasbworks covering the crossing of Hatcher Run,
nnecting with Smyth's

A line of outnosts wes established by Griffin, conne
4T Corps division on the right. East of the run, Crawford's Troops:

rn the picket 11ae, "starting from a point near the

T through Rowsniy Fosi~

thence running eusu LLV, pessing

and conneching with the cavalry pickets at the int ersection of

L

Before retiring on the evening of the Gth, Genersl larren Drep pared

nstructions that were to govern his corps! activities on the

|t

set of

large working party at Cummings'

o

following day. Cfam'ora wes to have &
et 7 a,m. This force would be assigned the task of corduroying Veughan

ed.  Genersl Griffin viould begin relieving Ayres! pickets at 6 2.m.;

Avres with his division was

prepared "bo.construct a new line of intrenchments.” Criffin's piloneers

ere to spend the day felling "all the timber between the line of breast-

=. on Fevruary 10 wrotve ChleL of 'aff Wet bhat by

stizue parbies would nave cempleueq the breastworks.

teher Fun. He tnerefore wished to kpow, How much

-.:Of this line will be The fesuoﬁSAL ility of the IT Corps?t

Since his last compunication, warren hed hed a survey

o
-3

to report to Corps'! headgquarters at 7 olciock,




Hatcher Bun below the Vaughen road crossing. .  On doing so, he found that

Nsoubth LO degrees east for one mile and three-fourtns....!

this time exbendsd 2 nile below the crossing on tqe

|

D
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-east J. Vi, Spiers' on Halifax road,

Pltets) that the V Corss was to hold the works

Humphreys' peovie neld-te that point.

- -
L

ine west of Hatcher Run wes to comnect wil

61
Thé task of corduroying Veughan roid wWas COﬂmleLed vy late afterncen,
rel Crewford was authorized to return with his division to the
rad left on the 5th. There the troops were to collect from
neir old quarbters all their gesr, anc be ready Lo head west at 6 a.m.
reaching the area near Colonel Wyatl's, Crawford would mass his troops
o LA R} 1'. 62
anG await further orders.

ime from the Third

cl

Genersl. Bragg's brigade would be detached at This
P N . S | | _
vision and march to Warren Station. At noon on the 11th, Bragg's troops

ere to board the cars that were Lo carry them to City Point, where they
're to embark on trensports. After casting off, the ships were to proceed

Sown the Jemes and up Chesapes. ake Bay to Baltimore. As soon as he had dis-

ed at Balt imore, General Bragg was to report by telegraph to Major
&3

f'1efal Henr'y W. Halleck.

- General Humh‘“e}s; on ceﬁn" ﬂOBlfLeQ tﬂav the earthworks beuvween

Lisad

zn road crossing had been compieueu,

ister's lefv and the VaLgh.n
1 u Geqera; Smyth that at deyiight on the 11tthe was to withdraw

Civision frow ilts position et Arms rong's and occupy these WOrKs.

he did, Smyth wes to post two brigades in the rifle~;its, vhile

ins one in rezervs. The ariilisry wos bo be retired ab midnighi,

(=4
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v of Mejor John G. Hazard, Before recai¢1ng his troops,

e that they desbroyed "such rifle-pits...zs mignt be use-

ior to Sryun s recell, was to withdraw Wesi's brigade

48]

L mess it 1n rear of Mciilisver!s, De Trobriand, during the morning,

‘to relieve troops of Ceneral Miles'! division on his right as far 2s

i?SB redoubt (Rabiery C) to the right of the ruins of Westmoreland's
e, To 2 1ish this. Be Trobriand was to denloy one or both of
e, o accomplish this, De Trobriand was to deploy one or DOLh oL

Genersl Hertrenfi, whose IX Corps civislon had been employed since

2ds, wes notified at 7 p.n., February 10,
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het his troops had been relieved of duty with the II Corps. IL took
drtranftls people less than one hour to pack their gear, preparatory
o moving out. - As soon as the two brigades had been formed and mustered,

arbrenft passed the word to move oub. Msrching by way of Globe ern
? i : o 3

&

bluecoats were back in their camps by midnight.
~As directed, General Smyth, shortly before daybresk on the 11th,

ithdrew his division from its position, covering the Armstrong's Mill

ﬂr058110 of I atcner Run. Screened vy a2 strong skirmish line, the troops

their rﬂgnt

a- onears of the 1Ot4 Messachusells and Battery K, Lt U. §. Light Lrtili-

“Y_had previougly lizbered up their guns and driven uhem,to the rear.

81

Gener@l Gr 4 ffints ¥ Corps division at the same time evecuated the

._-——/ p
ey ' - o8
I*dﬁefeﬂq and went into cemp eest of hctcne; Run.
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anuvry divisions, and Dooney
lea!s horsesoldiers wsre back in the comforieble winter guarters oub

of which they hed marched on Sundsy, the 5th. Jonhnston's division drew

69

o Ny — b el £ P e yn, o o] m~ TV L. AL
mpleszent task of monning the earithviorks covering Dabney’s Hill,
R %

Union castzliy lists for the operation were forwarded by the corps
omanders to General Meade's headguarters for tebulation., Checking
the figures, Mesde found that in the period, February 5-7, the uniis

nvolved in the babtle of Hetcher's . '~ -~ Rua hed suffered 1,539,,

N

abtle casualties——171 kllleL, 1,181 viounded, and 187 missing., 4&s
Wzs Lo be expected, Varren's V Corps had been hardest hit, losing

131-killed, 970 woeunded, and 159 missing., Despite the staupede of a

£
B
o
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£ V Corcs units on the 6th, the nuwber of Union missing was
Surprisingly stell. This undoubtedly resulted from two faclors
28 comparatively short distznce that se*"wauea the cofmends that

the breastwoiks covering the

on the Confederates! part to

N




- Alvhough. few of the war-weary soldiers in blue and in grey rezlized

Run presaged the early collapse of

i—_cj

Fepruary 5, although severel divisions

vwoee late in the day before

juy
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attack. And, whsn the counterthrust

x et (IR}

siled to drive eghsad with their for-

by cervain units., Ceneral Lee was seicd to have “wept like a
éhild,“ when he witnessed this breaskdouwn of discipline in his arwmy,

-Then on the 6th, Cenerzl Gordon and his people had failed to

‘e

the ¥ Corps! stampede. A powerful blow, de

e
L3

vered at

L
o
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as
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at
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proper moment, could have doomed Warren's command, .as Trightened

ueccats came pounding out of the 'oods ané over the oreaet;orks

varding the approaches to the bridges.’

-- The breskdown of the Confederaté bgvalry‘was évident. To forage
Qeif mounts, the cavalry units had to be posted a consicerable distance
'from the Pebersburg lines. Consecuently, the Federals had been out of
ohelr works for over 2L hours, before Rooney Lee's cevalry division wes

abl_e to reach_the.field; When the Kevel horsesoldlers did arrive, they

%ﬂd t‘eif mounts were zlready fatligued by the long merch up from Bel-

N

”‘5fleLq, and they failed to demonstrate any of the dssh that hed char-

“ﬁaﬂterized their operaiions)e ren 25 late as the oaUtWe of the Boydlon

k Hoad, Ccltober 2? and 28, 1861 .

As for tangible gains, Meade and his genersls had succeeded in ex-
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Lerding their forbified line from Fort Sampson to the Vaughan ro&d ¢ross-

T of Hatcher mun. To cope with this extension, General Lee hed 0 spread
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his troops even thinner than heretofore, Where he had been able to hold

three divisions as a stratezic reserve, he was soon cormpelled to reduce
his ready reserve to one infzntry division.
No report was made by Confederate leaders of their losses in the

batile of Hatcher's Run,
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Winthrop, he heard the chopping of axes and the crash of timber in
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I, 285; Billings, History of the 10th Massachusev
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., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. I, LLT.

Toid., h56-457.

Q. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. T, 299; O. R., Serles I, Vol. XLV,
pt. IT, 485, LY1. Genersl Gebty, upon the return of Wheaton's com-

mand, vosted his divisions as follows: ¥heston's division oocunied
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“the line from Fort Howsrd to Fori XKeene (not inciuding the letter),

esides garriscning Forts Davison anc Melzhon on the rear line;

vom Fort Kesae vo Fort

Fisher {not including the lztter), while garrisoning Fort Lushane;
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Crawford's division had lost 23 killed, 152 wounded, and 158 missing
- Losses in the division on February 6 and 7 toteled 1,168.

Series I, Vol, XIvZ,

Ibld., L50; G. ., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. I, 291.

Q _J.J Series I, Vol, XLVI, pt. IX, L&3-L8L, 500, Miles! division
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Ead

_for_the time being would contirue to bé_responsible for the defense
of the line between Forts Gregg. and Sampson, as well as for garrvison-

"1nﬁ Fort Curmlngs Mot announced'that De Trobriandywas to move up

from the reserve a L oS t his troops on Miles! left,

Series I, Vol, XVI, pt. I, 81, 193. Wiles! brigades were

;fom.right to left: Remsey's, Macy's, and Von Schack's,

!1Ln Durvee's in reserve, aOOUb 50 d in resr of Von Schack's

516-520.
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R., Series I, Vol. ZLVI, pb, I, 3L4. ~4s soon

}ﬁawu ranft's troops reburned to their camps, Bfisedi_ Genersl

Rooe*- Potter of the Second Division extended his line to the lefi
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trelieving the Ingineer Drigacde. -Upon beigg repleced 1n the rifie-
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Powell, History of the V.




