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‘Ths Petersburg Campeign

By, L T4 b » - o YAt 1. i o ot
- Tha Batile of Juns 15 - 18, 1884, marked the begine-

ping of aa splecds wnlque in the ananeds of Amsrlcsn werlars. For

elrost bea loag and weary monbhe the Confadersis Amy of Horthemn

Virzinls suceessfully daxfondsd dhe elty of Petersburg, key to ths

5?.

Confedarate capibel of Hichwmond, sgeinst the frontal assaulis an
the sisgs tactliosn of enclrclement mnd siirition waged by the Unlon
Arsy of the Pobomas, When, oa iprdl 2, 1863, encirolement beew

an fmdnent reality, the Confedsrabe Apuy abandoned Pelerchburg and
Richuond in an efford to avold desbruction or caplure by the Unlon

Arav.  Hithin one wesk of the evacuablon of Petersburg end Kichmond,

ke Polomeo suscesded in gebting astride the
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Confoderats route of sebroat ab Appomatiox Court House; and there

the ATmy of Hovbhemn Virginia was compelled to gurrender,
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The meabing bebuoen Qenerals foherd X, lee and Ulysses Se

Crach on &ppdl 9, 1863, broughd $o 2 closo & sespalgn whleh had iis
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to & victorious and by erushing ell Confudsrate resistance,

In the Zaatern Lheaber, the spoy of the Fobonac ¥was

sosizued the hitherto impossible task of destroyiag the Sone

A B
LS

Tederate dray of Northera Virginiz and sapluring ths Sonisd

AT T I

gapital = « Blehmond. This the Uslon dpay Iailed to do i the Balsiss

s
o
Court Homss,

iy

of1 (1) the ¥ildernses, Yoy 5 - 7, 2884 (2] Jpotzylvanl
Yoy § ~ 19, 18643 and, {3} 0old Horvor, Juns 3 - 12; 1
its penks wors serlously depleted in theus hres engagerents, the
Aray of Horbhera Vi reinis remained inbzoh snd retelned pouncession
of the Confederate capltal and 1ts delensss,

Having failed to athievs his objestives nordi of e Jame
River, G@.,.s?ci Grand roalized thod thoy might be atbained soubh of
this river by the capture of Petersburgs As a siyats gie reil and
road gonter through which wer maberiel from the lower Soulh fowad

to the dsfendors of Richmond, Petersburg wes the key to the fon-

fedarzte capital. Caplure of Pelorsburg would toupel ths Army of

fiorbhermn ?irgiﬁia to shandon the defensgs of Eichumond and to move

intn the field where 1% would not heve the benefil of strong

dafenss works to nuilify the numerizal superlordiy of the Union
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burials op the £ield of em&at.l On the obler hend, resovsry and
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identifiesticn of the combst des : the Pabersturg Ceapedizn zas
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spimarily hindssed by the fallure ol the Uslon “muy o relaln {the

fisdd of eozbet afier several major sngagensnds end fer raogling
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Undee thess ¢lrcunsbsnses 3b sould sppeor thed the com-
manders of the dsy of the Pobemat neds avery ¢ffort to resover the
voosine of tre cosbed desd,d Eub even wers réSovery s $ilentad,
gewally a3 & rpeeult of & short truce bslmsen $hs conbatamls, the
ghanderd praciice of burlsl of ths dead shere they had failen pree
dominatod, Ooneral Order Fo. 37 reczived ondy nomdnsl enaplizoce
fron bhe Union commepders during the cazpaizne The only siguificant

atismpt o colleeh the seabisrsd ramains of the combat dsed cocurred

enrly in 365 when the IT and IX dpsy Torps established ceselories

lﬁﬁm?arism of the photoprashs of groves &b Yarren's
Stebtion and Oty Polnt illustrates the contrast between burlal
prachizes in the cochal and pear zones yespectively; see Flates
13T and IV dn Appendix IV, ‘
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gb, end in the vicinity of, Meads's Stablon.® The praciise end ihe

Rl 3 e

pesults wors deseribed by & soldise of the 3X Jovpa iz e folicwing

s 7 s
[Febronyy 26, 13857 2 dotail Lo aads to digup the dead
that have fallen befors ?s%ersa#- eg thls suomew, #1% are to e
-

ﬁﬁm"* &; 3;@5'::45? I took s vardls up bo sorpe M
and visited the division cemebery. *hoy Ruve o ;;
sround 3%, end &k is £i13dng up Jasls They lkeep 3
bodles that are scabbersd q}.:::sw the l.iﬁ‘?a Thers &

ropimend thers now, it & ?1 py oars $o resnvs
wi.zhi:l the vebel lizt o bhe 1aft and G&SL:.G’?{} bz

&
o
o
[
]
ot
[+
By
b
oo
L3
e
[
fxl
b
g
]
s
L
3
]
[
¥
Fi
!
: g
Lik
[o 9
bads
b
Faod
iy
€
L¢3
g

oo At 7 el S ot i
ard in e v icinddy oi, Heandals Stalion

T Pl ey petn e AaY
2P LAANELER. In khe
& &

tobal rusher kilisd in cosbab during bup Felers

) ghasnes of eoamplels caspalby reports it is diffieull o aprive ab 8a

&i genabary wos pstablishad reor Peoblas® Houst in
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who hed bosn atieched to the martersasber Deporbament, Arsy of tha

Fy

oy

o ct by Linyy % - o F B Geam g '
Pobogen, daring the Petersburyg Uampadgn = ~ raportsd thy wdshance

g

of the II and IX Aray Corps cemeberdes aby 224 ia bhe vielaliy o8,

: 2 o o E h P o DU N
¥Yasdalp wmtwnﬁ Thouzh bheze comcheriss had besn solanliched 2

gnard bes or elsven gonthe sarlisr, Colopel Folsom preporied thal
the fenses enclosing them and the heudbosxds murking lhe gruvs

e o Y. 2 5 ¢ A L% e % ;-
siready decsying, Straying catile would soon break through and gome

plete the destrustlon of the fonces, in Colonsl Folsonts opiniom, if

1 ] Ao % S L TN Fad .y MY

the Dusl shovboge. 43 for the Maympathlss® of the farmers, Solonodl
3 . PP . & T s L . 3 b - b kY 2 & - .
Fslsom fearsd that they Ywould not lssd them to the slis 2f sreznpye

vaslon®y conseguently, they would goom begln ®to femce in and plough
the ficlds which wers deserbed.® Mol ouly wuld the ¢eumleriss b

partially desbroyed;, bul « - egually, 1f notb mors lasortard < ~ Lo

4]

mors munarous Pacatbiersd groves would bo obliteraled” unless sooe
eebion was eoen teken, To prevest such desserablon frem taldng

plaes, Golonsl Folaoy rocomusnded that

an ofileor op of ficers should be deteiled or comissionad
to sels miteble grounds, and purchass bhem for 5 permanont
rilitary consbary or coovbordes; hevisg pegard of course to thase
tod o:babliakad end malking thes the miclel of any needed ene
darg : Lo o poanved Lo thess
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THE SITE

gelachion, - Ho actlon was teken by the .uartepmactar Deperlmant on

e e

o

the resommodablionsef Celonsl Folson until Zhe follewing spring.

i £ p N
On 4ppll 17, 1284, I, Coloncel dJames B, ¥oors, who had besn Supsrvise

vor and the satablizshrent of mew nstlonal

Virslnde sines the preceding fall, fopusrded 2 rejvast
to ths Secrstary of lar fur euthority to selact sites for the
sebeblishaent of maticaed cemsteries in the vielndly of Potarsburg
& Hsghmend 2t 33ihin buo wooks 14, Colonel Moors wes infermed
thad his rejuest hod been approved, &5 4 he nes ordored to provesd
bo caryy oub e Insirustlons of the lecrelery af Jap® b
esuss slizible $ites to to Selected end repert ine Jeme
with proper esblmates Lo oo Saopebary r:f wer fop hm approvale

’X?wa reporh to be &ﬁuf&wmﬂi‘ié by ;:m;e; desepipbions of Lo
wentity of land; ibs value & & eurvey ﬁit-u an abyd 'ac-iz of

i’viu}"}'a‘
deting on b ae jastructions aml orders 1h, Colengl Howe
seavently survoyed the battlefizlds ab Potersturg in the follewlng
th and chose the werllsg cuspgrounds of the 50th Hew Tork

Volunbesr Engincers on the Floserts fura 2s tre aibe fop @ nationpsl
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completed and ths newly won positions consolidated, the Unlowt &rmy

OPLg &

G'a:

rein theush dbs left flank wostwmerd. Hmorging as the v dotor
of the Bettle of Focbls's Fors or Popler Springs Omwch, Sf‘spta:.ber ¥
£a Oetoher 1, 1844, the Aoy of the a DAl hem now gstablished die
left $iank somo thece wilss wesh of the ﬁalam i‘ia,m;ia ’E‘**@&gﬁ%‘?
%ﬁ reztndar 9*‘ !.,ma:awz*j t%:wafﬁz‘%; ta eﬁ Lﬁim slege i‘{;r’s:iﬁﬁ& mm%

m a e*g&&m‘cé ﬁ’m %x‘ﬁ ?fawwﬁn; sm %,%‘ef nﬁldmz f%ilrwﬁ t& Z‘?’Grﬁ

Mmeh of e work of buﬁuim the farﬁii‘igwﬁam fm ?@ﬂ*‘

Yadsuorth o FTord Fisher wes nerforssd by or under ihe dmeed s of

‘ P e - 7
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Ia the 1itile more then five months durlng éﬁiﬂh they

. ecgupied & portion of the &mr’s fars, the 5{3{32: Pou Xofma Enatresrs
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(k) & lengthsaing tize leg betuoen original burial end
resovery of repaing dﬁ;«mishe;i fk;a chan;:és oi"
ixuzztifmai; iog. Fzmh ths spmng of 1863 ta June Bu,
1849, the turial corps ;*e:‘:o?mfg t:aa I’ﬁ@é‘iﬁs af 544
ﬂo}.c%ieqa bw" omly 58, or roughly 11 per cent; of
them could be identificd. ’*h's. is in coa%msz 1o
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e, B R
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wre nltzmtel; ta pr:re em:ale reason and j&$uiflca§’;iﬁﬁ for the
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this tract had besn cleared, ths burisal eorps began the comstruciion
of 5 wooen Lodze which wes ultimetely completed in Sepbember 1842,77
The Aob of Fsbruary 22, 1867, slso vested gubhorily for ihe
purehzse of land for nabtional cem sieriss in the Secralary of Har; and
it provided that 1f the owner and the Sseretery of War could nob agrss
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cuner io the ¥. S. Distriet Court having jurisdietlon over the dishrich
within vhish the land in guesiion lay; upon paymend of &he aporaiszed
value of such land, tiile in fee simple would e vested in the Upided

States of Aﬁlﬁ?ﬁ@&eéa sren Lb. Colonel ¥oore appropriated a portisn

of £he Flowerls fars for the sibe of Foplar frove ino 1866, it was

E

apearenbly with the understanding that the omner was going to

donste the 1and to the goverumend B3 o cthor Thomas B. Flower hed
actually agreed to do so is relabively snimporhent, for, subseguent
Lo the passage of the dct of 1867, his widos, Rebscea T. Flower,
appiisd to the U. S, nastrict Court of Virginie for appraisal of the

cemstery larﬁ.ég Upen payment of the $1,500 appraised value on
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The Reverend Hr, Devid Hacres, a Scotaman who foursd the

cestarn Undbed Stotos in 1868, hos lefl a towching deseription of his

vislt bo Foplar Qrues sad ths Lhoughls which 1t inspireds C
_ A
_ ey
iz fo b s1 Soldlzprs! Joactery &t Poplar R
wr n bhs ping wood oubelde wenl in o
& Eroysse ibe plaes is 1834 oub in
o tia to melaneholy forest of while hoade
Y ha pamps and regimenls of the deed
i the % head-boznis I stopred to resd was
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I wuadersd sho the man was who lay Leseald - = whare his hose
w3 - « whother bl zother waz 63i3) 2)ive, awey, ;:sﬂ;*aw,. s in
soms fameolf pard of the wordd, wondering what had becosme of
har boy, Lhat she had nod heavd from hin f‘ o §o long, bul stil
boping that ono day he would peluwn to gladden hep heard im her
d"”lim&g years, Here ne lay, 2lzs! sleaping his long 4‘1%
among bhe unlmom deads  There were long rows of thsse ;
Abogetlny if,C;"‘ dued mop = « p0ldders of ths Undofl e = la;f ’m
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plzced uppizht o the outop edge of the drive epeireling the {lagpole.™!
Buring the winber snd spring of 1863-49, sorewver, the graves wsrs
godded and Jooud 1,200 small cedar biwes wera Yransplanied to ine
62

csmobery from ks melghboring woods.
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or slzast £33,000 move bhen the estizsted cost of cozpletion s

forszen in Cotdher 3.557‘.59 2 further breakdown of this figurs sevaels
that the oost of this program per bedy was & libtle more than 337, eo

epoossd 1o ax garlisy estissted cost of {9 rev body i ihe Deparimpnd

ef '351:"5?1313@7@ The lstber fizurg; howsyst, 414 nob taks bhe cost of
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631014,
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thrse cammbaries by June 30, 1886, and the furbher snbleipeted growth

of the sysbew Lo bhs postusr pericd vequived additionsl legislabtive

insdenuata provisicas of the ded of

soldisrs from dssscrabion and %o sscure suibable burlal plsees Jor
theip proper interment, was little move Lhan a sbop g8p BRasure,
Couprehensive legisletion « - which "not only provided a legal basls
for the systen in process of development, bub ccf&vzité;ad Congress to
& constructive flscsd polic ;’-l - o for the nstionsl cemsterial sysism
was Pinally cnacted by Congress, however, In the set to Establish and
bo Probeet Hetional Cemsteries, spproved Februory 22, 1857,
tho lob of 1847 vested authovily for the
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" tien was to bo effocted; end 1t ostablished the position of cemtery
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Uoder the authopity of Lthese stabvbory provisions; the
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Thess additional puvchases brought the tolal esvesge of Poplar Goove
o be 2,509 aomes, et 2 total sepdailion eosh of £1,600,

Upon cozplelion of the survey, & conbys = the eyectleon

of & .‘L..l o e *eri bo v, 4. 1. Hotlon of Hashinglon; B. &,
' %’»e;z*“’* 25 ‘w‘, ?:a«“ this gonbracter an Jums

e VEBB}. - - ponsls iog of som t‘{,i,,d’g‘v«‘a bylohe

- %&i 3, c&s:?:. of %'%3,9318”}’\9
Eithin Joss bhan & ya& eéi’ itg erection by the borizd sorps
.'I;G lésb, wperinten ndenty ¥ ‘L‘iw bs;f;m to geoplain houd Jzza daz,;;m&s;

,_*.*'u“a,ézw.}.mmaws sod go f::y?g. uﬁfﬁ.%z:a:;:s of the weede

his mﬁupamy. %@amhile; $he Q‘.:;afﬁeaz segber Deperloen

nengnd ir: p emﬁ.w plm fﬁ*‘“ s vi;.e.:ﬁmr-"; $yoe 1odgo to be erzele ed
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oh %ﬁh c&f m.hi@f!c?l e@mﬁcﬁv«ﬁ eé}.ﬁ ia}:cm @m@mi& &vm arz *weﬁ.
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,-:.az thﬂse pldm, & cﬁn*;raat. wes EReP d, mé fwx‘ 'ﬁas %:»eag;m .*m & B
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year was sbandonsd, and a org ad one~-half story stons bullding was
erscied o Lhe pleht of the snbreace gele, On Xareh 30, 1872, this

Lad wnd resdy Tor oUTURRIET.

Fevhags ko slngle feature of the temeiery hes required as

move galatensoos and gxpendibame than the lodge. The huildiag

!

G r\ i ]
FrasCers g i

w2z nelibor sentbailesl] asing nor apshifeoturally scund, In iis
eriginsl ds ? thrse poons on the ground floow; ono
of hich na tlie offise; and eun undinished upger

vsre Poresd by the copper mof, OS¢
. of the superinfesdent thad, within

~aniannt wez fopcad io goaverd &g

2 wholly umsatisfasiory solublon consid-

¥i i

mmrers.  Yub A% mas pob unbil 1934 that

Litohan vas ndded 4o the rsar of the ludge) pricr to thebblms, 2
temporery wooden shotl bohind the lodge served a8 & Eitohen.
Stiveturel defosts oleo added to the problem of mednlaining

ts lodze. Bhen ib wes builh, the plester wos applied dirveotly 0

£ exborlor wells, Unilil this condition vizs corrested by tearing
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In 1873, a cosbinetion wooden toolshed and siable waz erceled

divseily soross the yoad from the lodze, And fhough the boolshed -

-

shable was vopoofed by e tomade of Sugush 2, 1
the f£211 of 1929 that 1t wzs ropleced by & new consrets bulldiaz,

F

Doring the latler yoar, moreover; a =mell goncrels Lullding wes oratied

-t

behipd the lodge %o house the weber pump, oozl bln, and mest roons.

Grand, o socure the eretlon of & rostrum &% Peplur Orove for use o
Hamorial uy end ethey commsmorablve ccessions. Ib wag rob unlil
gnmey of 1853, housover, thab the approvel of the <usrlermasier Jumii-

X% - 4 s PRI P & . m, whd en AR b
porh w33 glven and work wes beguni bhy vosiiuzm was subssgusally et

e

rﬁw:vi ims baeq Mhi:la ussd for the purpose for vhich 1% was origlnally

iatem’ed, smca @&s svanee of ¥ mﬁe,l lay at Poplap Grove hes meved
i LPOVE hod fRNTY
59

recoived very mush support froa the people of the measby Communiiy.
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Fo disoussion of the histery of Foplay Grove wiuld b2 goge

-

plete vith zmw gome veforens to dis penbral festure, the flsgpals,

from whish the wadls snd avomes radiate end towrd whileh Lhe graves

face, The first flagpols, erocied fn J8db by the burld

. P S - . - Fis Cariar B PN
tom down do duly 3870 bessuse

e S Ve B . g e 7 \ wr o B oo i 1
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the Scerstayy of the Interlows 2 copy of thls brief is to be found In

the filss {{01-093 Cao '

- Siies) of Poleveburg Hotlennd ¥ilitery Peri.
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Sires 1933, therefors, the pstfern of melniennnce hes pob

bson allersd o any consldersble extent though the dedails have. Unbil
bt a8 - X -3 £ & 3 :
vis position mas cbolished in }.-}!;;. s 2 portlon of fhe melntenasms work

Siwe tals offislsl wos, by law, s dlsabled volevan sad ioe work couwld
nob be perfopsad by ons man slone :%m'mg the ‘“W:;;z:.tg season, oddidional
debor wes m«iuﬂx*m., Frog 1933 to 1941, in aﬂ era of varying dsgreas of

ezonain doprossion, the laber supply wae plendiful, and sddifional lebo

wes foynished the conolory suporindendest by bhe noarly copps of the

Givdlizn Conservesion Cowps ond obher pudblle wrks agenelss, Bub wiih

the damlse of the public works sgeccles ia 1%l ~ « and; to a furbhey

degres, with ths abolishusal of the eszebery superintendentiy posl tion

in 1949 - - malstenance of Poplar Grove bocaze the sdded responsibllisy

ef the peintensnce staff of Pebersburg Nstionad Hditary Pari.
{nly one 1ficant alterabion has been mude in tho physleed

gontioned to ke the reaponeidbilily of the suporid endan

1.

appesronce of Poplar Orove since 1933, end Lhab gocurred esely in 193

hen the uprizht headstones wara cub off and placed flush with the

grounds  $his step was baken dn an effort to reduse the amount of tlms
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gonstruction and vae of Poplar Grovs Shuwrch should be fully inter
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