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Galileo had eclectic interests 
rooted in mathematics, physics, 

astronomy, and philosophy.  His 
achievements in the early 1600s played 
a major role in the scientifi c revolution.  
Of his achievements, the telescope was 
the invention that launched the age of 
modern astronomy and gave humans 
the tools necessary to study the planets 
and stars.  
In honor of the fi rst modern astronomer, 
the Galileo unmanned spacecraft 
was launched in 1989.  This spacecraft 
was the fi rst to orbit Jupiter in the outer 
solar system and its journey allowed 
scientists to make some unprecedented 
observations.  It was also the fi rst to fl y 
past an asteroid and the fi rst to discover 
the moon of an asteroid.  
Galileo’s discoveries have given people 
the idea to learn more about our 
Earth. The Global Ocean Observing 
System (GOOS) was designed and 
implemented to embrace the 
oceans as a single entity and to 
provide a global view of the ocean 
system. GOOS serves oceanographic 
researchers, coastal managers, parties 
to international conventions, national 
meteorological and oceanographic 
agencies, hydrographic offi ces, marine 
and coastal industries, policy makers, 
and the interested general public.

Credits: Satellite Triangulation System 
courtesy of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA); image of the Galileo satellite 
(thumbnail) courtesy of NASA
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Technology Question —  Which of the fol lowing is  the f i rst 
satel l i te launched specif ical ly for ocean survei l lance in 
1978? W)  Seabird, X)  Seacat, 
Y)  Seasat,  Z)  Seawatch

A: Y) Seasat
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