§61.7

local governments in other States, and
hence cannot satisfy the requirements
for local government certification, it
may apply to the Secretary for exemp-
tion from the requirements of this sec-
tion.

(h) Procedures for direct certification by
the Secretary where there is no approved
State program pursuant to §61.4. To the
extent feasible, the Secretary will en-
sure that there is consistency and con-
tinuity in the CLG program of a State
that does not have an approved State
program.

(1) Where there is no approved State
program, a local government wishing
to become certified must apply directly
to the Secretary.

(2) The application must demonstrate
that the local government meets the
specifications for certification set
forth in paragraph (e) of this section.

(3) The Secretary will review certifi-
cation applications under this para-
graph (h) and take action in a timely
fashion generally within 90 days of re-
ceipt.

§61.7 Subgrants to certified local gov-
ernments.

(a) Each SHPO must transfer at least
10 percent of its annual Historic Pres-
ervation Fund (HPF) grant award to
CLGs as subgrants for historic preser-
vation projects and programs in ac-
cordance with the Act. In any year
that the annual HPF State grant ap-
propriation exceeds $65,000,000, SHPOs
must transfer one half of the amount
over $65,000,000 to CLGs according to
procedures that the Secretary will es-
tablish.

(b) Each CLG is eligible to receive
funds from the 10 percent (or greater)
CLG share of the State’s total annual
HPF grant award. However, the SHPO
need not award funds to all CLGs.

(c) Each SHPO must maintain and
follow a procedure that the Secretary
approves for the use and distribution of
funds from the State’s annual HPF
grant award to CLGs to ensure that no
CLG receives a disproportionate share
of the allocation. The procedure will
provide a clear basis for the funding de-
cisions. The SHPO must submit any
proposed amendment to its procedure
to the Secretary for approval. The Sec-
retary will respond to such a proposal
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in a timely fashion generally within 45
days of receipt.

(d) Each SHPO must notify annually
each CLG of its opportunity to apply
for HPF funding as well as what is en-
tailed in the application and project se-
lection process.

(e) Each CLG receiving an HPF grant
award from the CLG share is a sub-
grantee of the State. The SHPO must
ensure that each CLG adheres to all ap-
plicable grant conditions and govern-
ment-wide and program specific re-
quirements that the National Park
Service issues. The SHPO may require
specific uses of funds subgranted to
CLGs. CLGs may not apply subgranted
HPF monies as matching share for any
other Federal grant.

(f) Where there is no approved State
program pursuant to §61.4, the Sec-
retary will determine the method for
allocating funds to CLGs in that State
in accordance with the procedures set
forth for the State in this section. To
the extent feasible, the Secretary will
ensure consistency and continuity in
the funding allocation policy of the
CLG program for a State that does not
have an approved historic preservation
program.

§61.8 Tribal programs. [Reserved]

§61.9 Grants to tribal programs. [Re-
served]

§61.10 Waiver.

The Secretary may waive any of the
requirements of the rules in this part
that are not mandated by statute or by
other applicable regulations if the Sec-
retary finds, in writing, that the his-
toric preservation program would ben-
efit from such waiver and the waiver
would not compromise the purposes,
conditions, and requirements of the
National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended.

§61.11 Information collection.

(a) The Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) under 44 U.S.C. 3507 et
seq., has approved the collection of in-
formation contained in this part. OMB
has assigned clearance number 1024-
0038 to this collection of information.
The National Park Service (NPS) col-
lects this information as part of the
process for reviewing the procedures
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and programs of State and local gov-
ernments participating in the national
historic preservation program and the
Historic Preservation Fund grant pro-
gram. NPS will use the information to
evaluate those programs and proce-
dures for consistency with the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended, and compliance with govern-
ment-wide grant requirements. The ob-
ligation to respond is required to ob-
tain a benefit under these programs.
Note that a Federal agency may not
conduct or sponsor, and a person is not
required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a cur-
rently valid OMB control number. NPS
provides no assurance of confiden-
tiality to respondents with the excep-
tion of locational information con-
cerning some properties that govern-
ment historic preservation property in-
ventories include. Pursuant to section
304 of the National Historic Preserva-
tion Act of 1966, as amended, NPS
tightly controls release of information
when such release could have the po-
tential of damaging those qualities
which make a property historic.

(b) We estimate the public reporting
burden for the collection of this infor-
mation to average 14.06 hours per re-
sponse, including the time for review-
ing instructions, searching existing
data sources, gathering and maintain-
ing the data needed, and completing
and reviewing the collection of infor-
mation. Send comments regarding this
burden estimate or any other aspect of
this collection of information, includ-
ing suggestions for reducing the bur-
den, to Ms. Diane M. Cooke, Informa-
tion Collection Officer, National Park
Service, 1849 C Street NW, Washington,
D.C. 20240 and to the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs, Attention:
Desk Officer for the Department of the
Interior (1024-0038), Washington, D.C.
20503.
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§62.1 Purpose

The procedures in this part set forth
the processes and criteria for the iden-
tification, evaluation, designation and
monitoring of national natural land-
marks.

(a) The National Natural Landmarks
Program focuses attention on areas of
exceptional natural value to the nation
as a whole rather than to one par-
ticular State or locality. The program
recognizes areas preserved by Federal,
State and local agencies as well as pri-
vate organizations and individuals and
encourages the owners of national nat-
ural landmarks to voluntarily observe
preservation precepts.

(b) The National Natural Landmarks
Program identifies and preserves nat-
ural areas that best illustrate the bio-
logical and geological character of the
United States, enhances the scientific
and educational values of preserved
areas, strengthens public appreciation
of natural history, and fosters a great-
er concern for the conservation of the
nation’s natural heritage.

§62.2 Definitions.

The following definitions apply to
this part:

National Natural Landmark is an area
designated by the Secretary of the In-
terior as being of national significance
to the United States because it is an
outstanding example(s) of major bio-
logical and geological features found
within the boundaries of the United
States or its Territories or on the
Outer Continental Shelf.

National Registry of Natural Land-
marks is the official listing of all des-
ignated national natural landmarks.

National significance describes an area
that is one of the best examples of a bi-
ological community or geological fea-
ture within a natural region of the
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