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(c) The provisions of this section 
shall not be applicable to aircraft en-
gaged on official business of the Fed-
eral Government or used in emergency 
rescue in accordance with the direc-
tions of the District Engineer. 

§ 331.15 Fires. 

Open fires are prohibited unless con-
fined to fireplaces, grills, or other fa-
cilities designed for this purpose as 
designated by the District Engineer. 
Fires shall not be left unattended and 
must be completely extinguished prior 
to departure. 

§ 331.16 Interference with government 
employees. 

Interference with any Government 
employee in the conduct of his or her 
official duties pertaining to the admin-
istration of these regulations is prohib-
ited. It is a violation to fail to comply 
with a lawful order directed by any 
Government employee or to knowingly 
give any false, fictitious, or fraudulent 
report or other information to any gov-
ernment employee in the performance 
of his or her official duties pertaining 
to the administration of these regula-
tions. 

§ 331.17 Minerals. 

All activities in connection with 
prospecting, exploration, development, 
mining or other removal or the proc-
essing of mineral resources and all uses 
reasonably incident thereto are prohib-
ited. 

§ 331.18 Restrictions. 

The District Engineer may establish 
and post a schedule of visiting hours 
and/or restrictions on the public use of 
a portion or portions of the WCA. The 
District Engineer may close or restrict 
the use of the WCA or portion of the 
WCA when necessitated by reason of 
public health, public safety, security, 
maintenance, or other reasons in the 
public interest. Entering or using the 
project in a manner which is contrary 
to the schedule of visiting hours, clo-
sure or restrictions is prohibited. 

§ 331.19 Commercial activities. 

Unless otherwise authorized in writ-
ing by the District Engineer, the en-

gaging in or solicitation of business or 
money is prohibited. 

§ 331.20 Advertisement. 

Unless otherwise authorized in writ-
ing by the District Engineer, adver-
tising by the use of billboards, signs, 
markers, audio devices, or any other 
means whatsoever including handbills, 
circulars, and posters is prohibited. 
Vessels or vehicles with 
semipermanent or permanently in-
stalled signs are exempt if being used 
for authorized recreational activities 
or special events and in compliance 
with all other rules and regulations 
pertaining to vessels and vehicles. 

§ 331.21 Unauthorized structures. 

The construction, placing, or contin-
ued existence of any structure of any 
kind under, upon, in, or over WCA 
lands or waters is prohibited unless a 
permit, lease, license, or other appro-
priate written agreement therefor has 
been issued by the District Engineer. 
Structures not so authorized are sub-
ject to summary removal or impound-
ment by the District Engineer. The de-
sign, construction, placing, existence, 
or use of structures in violation of the 
terms of the permit, lease, license, or 
other written agreement therefor is 
prohibited. 

§ 331.22 Abandonment of personal 
property. 

(a) Personal property of any kind left 
unattended upon WCA lands or waters 
for a period of 24 hours shall be consid-
ered abandoned and may be impounded 
and stored at a storage point des-
ignated by the District Engineer who 
may assess a reasonable impoundment 
fee. Such fee shall be paid before the 
impounded property is returned to its 
owner. 

(b) If abandoned property is not 
claimed by its owner within 3 months 
after the date it is received at the stor-
age point designated by the District 
Engineer, it may be disposed of by pub-
lic or private sale or by other means 
determined by the District Engineer. 
Any net proceeds from the sale of prop-
erty shall be conveyed unto the Treas-
ury of the United States as miscella-
neous receipts. 
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