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Smithsonian Institution § 520.4 

PART 520—RULES AND REGULA-
TIONS GOVERNING THE BUILD-
INGS AND GROUNDS OF THE 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 
OF THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITU-
TION 
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AUTHORITY: Secs. 1–9, 65 Stat. 634, as 
amended, secs. 1–4, 78 Stat. 365; 40 U.S.C. 
193n–193w. 

SOURCE: 33 FR 17175, Nov. 20, 1968, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 520.1 General. 
The rules and regulations in this part 

apply to all buildings and grounds of 
the National Zoological Park of the 
Smithsonian Institution, as defined in 
sec. 3, 78 Stat. 366; 40 U.S.C. 193v(1)(B), 
and to all persons entering in or on 
such buildings and grounds, hereinafter 
referred to as the premises. 

§ 520.2 Recording presence. 
Except as otherwise ordered, Na-

tional Zoological Park buildings and 
grounds shall be closed to the public 
after posted visiting hours. Such build-
ings and grounds, or portions thereof, 
shall be also closed to the public in 
emergency situations and at such other 
times as may be necessary for the or-
derly conduct of business. Whenever 
the buildings and grounds or portions 
thereof are closed to the public for any 
reason, visitors will immediately leave 
the premises upon being requested by a 
police officer or other authorized indi-

vidual. Admission to such premises 
during periods when closed to the pub-
lic will be limited to authorized indi-
viduals who will be required to register 
and identify themselves when re-
quested by police officers or other au-
thorized individuals. 

§ 520.3 Preservation of property. 
It is unlawful willfully to destroy, 

damage, or remove property or any 
part thereof. Any parcels, portfolios, 
bags, or containers of any kind may be 
required to be opened and the contents 
identified prior to removal from the 
premises. In order to remove any prop-
erty from the premises, a properly 
completed property pass signed by an 
authorized official of the National Zoo-
logical Park may be required prior to 
removal. 

§ 520.4 Protection of zoo animals. 
Except for official purposes, no per-

son shall: 
(a) Kill, injure, or disturb any exhibit 

or research animal by any means ex-
cept to secure personal safety; 

(b) Pet, attempt to pet, handle, move, 
or remove exhibit or research animals; 

(c) Feed exhibit or research animals, 
except in strict accordance with au-
thorized signs; 

(d) Catch, attempt to catch, trap, re-
move, or kill any free roaming animals 
inhabiting the premises; 

(e) Go over, under, between, or other-
wise cross any guardrail, fence, moat, 
wall, or any other safety barrier; or to 
seat, stand, or hold children over any 
of the above-mentioned barriers; 

(f) Throw or toss rocks, or any other 
missiles into, from, or while on prem-
ises; 

(g) Bring strollers, baby carriages, or 
other conveyances, except wheel 
chairs, into exhibit buildings and pub-
lic restrooms; 

(h) Engage in ball games, or any ath-
letic activity, except in places as may 
be officially designated for such pur-
poses; 

(i) Smoke or carry lighted cigarettes, 
cigars, or pipes into exhibit buildings, 
or to have a fire of any kind on the 
premises; or 

(j) Damage, deface, pick, or remove 
any herb, shrub, bush, tree, or turf, or 
portion thereof, on the premises. 
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