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of national security-classified informa-
tion in response to a request for declas-
sification that meets the requirements 
under section 3.6 of Executive Order 
12958. 

§ 1260.4 What NARA holdings are cov-
ered by this regulation? 

The NARA holdings covered by this 
regulation are records legally trans-
ferred to the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA), in-
cluding Federal records accessioned 
into the National Archives of the 
United States; Presidential records; 
Nixon Presidential materials; and do-
nated historical materials in Presi-
dential Libraries and in the National 
Archives of the United States. 

§ 1260.6 What is the authority for this 
regulation? 

Declassification of and public access 
to national security information is 
governed by Executive Order 12958 of 
April 17, 1995 (3 CFR 1995 Comp., p. 333), 
Executive Order 13142 of November 19, 
1999 (3 CFR 1999 Comp., p. 236), and by 
the Information Security Oversight Of-
fice Implementing Directive for Execu-
tive Order 12958 (32 CFR Part 2001). 

Subpart B—Responsibilities 

§ 1260.20 Who is responsible for the de-
classification of national security- 
classified Executive Branch infor-
mation that has been accessioned 
by NARA? 

(a) Consistent with the requirements 
of section 3.4 of Executive Order 12958 
and Executive Order 13142 on auto-
matic declassification, the originating 
agency is responsible for its declas-
sification, but may delegate declas-
sification authority to NARA in the 
form of declassification guidance. 

(b) If an agency does not delegate de-
classification authority to NARA, the 
agency is responsible for reviewing the 
records prior to the date that the 
records become eligible for automatic 
declassification. 

(c) NARA is responsible for the de-
classification of records of a defunct 
agency that has no successor in func-
tion. NARA will consult with agencies 
having primary subject matter interest 

before making declassification deter-
minations. 

§ 1260.22 Who is responsible for the de-
classification of national security- 
classified White House originated 
information in NARA’s holdings? 

(a) NARA is responsible for declas-
sification of information from a pre-
vious administration that was origi-
nated by: 

(1) The President; 
(2) The White House staff; 
(3) Committees, commissions, or 

boards appointed by the President; or 
(4) Others specifically providing ad-

vice and counsel to the President or 
acting on behalf of the President. 

(b) NARA will consult with agencies 
having primary subject matter interest 
before making declassification deter-
minations. 

§ 1260.24 Who is responsible for declas-
sification of foreign government in-
formation in NARA’s holdings? 

(a) The agency that received or clas-
sified the information is responsible for 
its declassification. 

(b) In the case of a defunct agency, 
NARA is responsible for declassifica-
tion of foreign government information 
in its holdings and will consult with 
the agencies having primary subject 
matter interest before making declas-
sification determinations. 

§ 1260.26 Who is responsible for 
issuing special procedures for de-
classification of information con-
cerning intelligence or cryptog-
raphy in NARA’s holdings? 

(a) The Director of Central Intel-
ligence is responsible for issuing spe-
cial procedures for declassification of 
information concerning intelligence 
activities and intelligence sources and 
methods. 

(b) The Secretary of Defense is re-
sponsible for issuing special procedures 
for declassification of information con-
cerning cryptography. 
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