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Sep1;ember 18, 1964

UDident1rle4 North Vietname.e Fleet Command Authorit7
InDiN-o't''C"cmumm.1catlonYl1m: LJ.kely Attaok cra.rt

~'Gu1r"or 'i'onklii. ~ltuatlori Report "Numberl, whICh was prepared
. by the National seourity Agency ana ciroulated on the evening or
- .....,. September 18,l964~ omitted mention 'or ~e••· or portions of' three,

~s-aag.s ''''hlob werej)ii.ss.'-d"betw...nlfo·rth· Vietnamese Naval units
tba~ imply the hlghe.t.~.vel or naval control being exercised over
thelforth Vl'etn&me.e boat. probably involved 1n the attack on
the De 'Sota pa tx-olSeptembe%' 18.

Sub-unit Six Ordered to "Communicate With lKl ft

At about noon on September 17 ( ~52Z Septembe~ 17 ), Sub-unit
6 of' the North VletnaJDe8.·Southern Fleet was al.ertedby ita parent
headquarters at Ben 'rhuy of the presence or theaeat'royera or the
De Soto patrol and oNered to cammunlGa:t.e direct1y With.-ttx", an
uniaentlfied neet command'autho'rlty a:t por·t Wa.l1.ut~· As Port Wallut
1s b.eadquartersor the '}lorthV1e'tnameaeNc-rthern Flee't. this can
be construed as unusual oommunloatlonB'arrangedment,'&nd as will
be shown oneprobab1.y'orlented to "the presenoe of t he De Soto patrol

Sub-unit Six Boat Skipper Asks About Orders To Fight

In the a1'ternoon or September "17 (083ZZ"September 17) Tonkin
Bay time, the deputy commander of Sub;..unit Six and probably the
skipper of Swatow claaa PQM..49S, "asked the commander ot Sub-unit
Six to 1..t him know whether he had "recelved { one processing
reads "·whether you have not yet -received" l"orde~.• to f"ight o It

Haiphong OrdeN Coastal Radar Stations To Report Continuosull To "Kit

On the morning or September 18 Tonkin. Bay time (0254Z September
18), the day of the attack, what appears to be North Vietnamese
naval headquarters at Haiphong ordered the coastal radar station
4a.~ ~Duo (probably 17..;l4N"1.06-41 E) to "report continuously back
to K in a message that otherwise notified tbe station of the
presence of t be De Sot~ 'patrol destroyera.
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In sum, theset hree messages imply a very h1ghlevel or l:::::'.:"::::

North Vietnamese naval oontrol over the probably attack vessels joe::::::::::

and this comman~",p~...1.-anitoring or the D Soto patrol's course. [::::'::'::;
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