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NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND



\_ MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT~ Chronology of' Events of 18~20 September
1964 in the Gulf of Tonkin

14 JANUARY 1965

1. The report forwarded herewith contains the events, in chronological order,
surrounding the incident on 18 September involving the U. S. destroyers Edwards and
Morton in the Gulf' of Tonkin.

2. In-so-far as the SIGINT aspects of the actions are concerned, the report
is as complete as the need for documentation of SIGIKT involvement appeared to
necessitate. Documentation presented by the non-SIGINT portions of this report is
only as complete as DIRNSAus receipt of relevant messages allowed.

FOR THE CHIEF~ B2 ~

Copy to~ DIR
DjDIR
AnN
ADP

).i.. B
B2
B26
HQ NSAPAC
NSAPAC REP V'IETNAM M
NSAPAC REP JAPAN
SUSID (M)



28 September 1964

REVIEW OF THE DESOTO PATROL
16-20 September 1964

This report presents a resume' of
operational actions which were related
Gulf of Tonkin, 16-20 September 1964.
events is attached as an Appendix.
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I. PLANNING

A. CINCPAC-JCS Actions

On 9 September, CINCPAC queried CINCPACFLT views regarding
the resumption of the Desoto Patrol in the Gulf of Tonkin. CINCPACFLT
responded with a proposed orbit for a five day, two destroyer patroL
CINCPAC forwarded this proposal to JCS recommending a three day
patrol with an orbit no closer than 20 miles from the North Vietnamese
coastline or 12 miles from the offshore islands. The JCS concurrence,
to CINCPAC also established that in case of attack, both ships and
aircraft were to fire upon the target(s) with intent to destroy;
ships were authorized to pursue attacker(s) to within three miles of
shore; aircraft were authorized hot pursuit of any target(s) they
could firmly identify as having attacked the Desoto. Aircraft pursuits
were authorized to overfly North Vietnam, Hainan Island and the Chinese
Communist mainland, if necessary. The patrol was originally.scheduled
to commence on 14 September but was twice postponed due to adverse
weather and the political crisis in South Vietnam and did not proceed
from its first point (17-10N 107-43E) until 162336Z. The patrol was
conducted by the USS Morton and the USS Edwards.

B. NSA Actions

On 1 1 September DIRNAVSECGRUPAC informed DIRNSA of plans for
an intercept team, USN-467P, to be aboard the USS Morton. DIRNSA was
also advised of those naval command which were to be included as
addressees for SIGINT reports containing reactions to or reflections
of the patrol.

Upon receipt of DIRNAVSECGRU's 11 September message, the
Chief, B205 called a meeting of appropriate B2 and P2 personnel to
discuss those actions which were necessary to ensure maximum SIGINT
support to the Desoto patrol as well as to determine the desired
SIGINT tasking. It was agreed that the problem would be approached
in two phases: first, to provide SIGINT support to a routine patrol
and second, to make preparations to permit prompt SIGINT reaction in
the event of hostile actions against the patrol.

In the first phase, messages were released on 11 September
alerting the appropriate field stations to the forthcoming patrol.
The messages outlined priority intercept targets and provided additional
routine technical support to such tasking. In addition, B2 drafted a
message for P2 release to the JCS requesting action to provide Queen
Bee Delta collection from an orbit in the Gulf of Tonkin during the
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Desoto patrol. JC~uu~()I1C:\lJ:I"~guuinuuthisuuproposar~uuuluuuuuuuuuuuu / land.
I Iprograms were reviewed and it was concluded that all
planning information concerning these programs was a~ready being made --,
_va11able to DIRNSA. ...

DIRNSA requested that CINCPACprovide appropriate field
sta.tions with periodic position repgrts of the De$oto pa.trol in an
effort to enhance SIGINT analytic effortS. However, CINCPAC was
unable to comply in that the patrol was to be under EMCOM, a mode of
radio silenc$.

In the second phase of DIRNSA support plans, in which the
patrol was/to be regarded as a potential target.of hostileDRV or

I Ireactions, a 12 September message was sent.to field stations
reviewing the intercept/forwarding/reporting problems.encountered
during the 2/4 August Gulf incident. Inthis J B205 advised of
operational and reporting procedures to be followed and also informed
field stations of the latest available information on the track the
Desoto patrol was to follow.

c. In-House Actions

In anticipation of a possible incident in the Gulf of
Tonkin, B205 took numerous in-house actions in an effort to attain ,a
posture of optimum preparedness. All technical, reporting and admin­
istratiue dat.a was assembled in a central location and the B2c­
Conf·erence Room was readied for inunediate conversion into an
operational watch area. A stand-by crew, including analytic personnel,
was placed on 24 hour alert and all appropriat·epersonnel were
briefed as to their duties should the necessity arise. Messages were
prepared to cover any SIGINT Readiness condition tha.t might be caLLed->
leaVing only the date to be filled in, a signature, and the concurrence
of ADP before release. B205 instituted a skeieton watch during the
or i tical hours of the first evening of the patrol (16/17 September,
:Local) •

II. BORTH VIETIfAME§EREACT.,ION'S

A. 'Sununary/Background

The patrol vessels arrived at point Alfa (J 7-1j2tN 11:07-43E) at
162336Z (morning of 17 September, Gulf of Tonkin ti'me) and then
proceeded on a northerly tr.ack along the DRV coast. The vessels
continued on course without incident but under sporadic tracking
surveillance by shorebased DRV radar eliementsand/or visual observa­
tion by DRV naval/shipping/fishing entities. On the morning of
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18 September, the patrol returned on track in the vicinity of point
Delta (18-42N 107- E) and continued along their northerly track
until the evening when the vessels retired some 50 mile seaward to
their night steaming area. Later that evening (181220z), in the
vicinity of 18-35M 107-50E and again at 181337Z near la-30N 106-52N,
the patrol vessels took unidentified radar targets under fire.
Following the shelling and early on the morning of 19 September the
patrol vessels and fighter aircraft searched the area unsuccessfully
for debris or other evidence of the previous night's action prior to
continuing their patrol from approximately point Echo (19-23N 106-10E)
southward to point Alfa.

In response to urgent JCS/CINCPAC queries the vessels
reported their fire had been prompted by five radar targets which
were closing despite warning shots. No visual observation of the
"targets" was made, nor was there any evidence that any rounds or
torpedoes were expended against the u.s. vessels. Again based on
radar surveillance the U.S. vessels claimed hits on three of the
targets.

B. Surveillance

The Desoto vessels arrived at point Alfa (17-10N 1¢7-43E)
at 162336Z and then proceeded on a northerly track along the DRV coast
The initial reflection of DRV awareness of the presence of U.S. ships
in the Gulf of Tonkin was at 170045Z when Northern Fleet Headquarters,
Port Wallut, reported that the U.S. Seventh Fleet's intentions were
to move into the area close to the shore for the purpose of provoking
the DRV.

The Desoto vessels came under radar surveillance at least
as early as 17030¢z. DRV Naval Radar tracking entities were noted
at a moderately increased state of readiness during the period 17-19
September with some 327 messages noted, approximately 98 of which
reflected the Desoto mission. Although two messages from Haiphong
gave orders to "report contlnuously" on the enemy destroyers, tracking
wa s both sporadic and erratic 'when compared to activity noted during
the August patrol. Comparison of the patrol'S known position with
available tracking indicates that although discrepancies up to ten
nautical miles were observed in some reports, overall, the September
trackings appear to be somewhat more accurate than the August patrol.

Available ImessagesirtdicatethafEhi6ughoutthe N SA2 5X3

patrol DRV naval entities were keenly aware and fairly accurately
informed of the presence of the Desoto vessels. Fearing a South
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Vietnamese incursion and expecting a U.S. provocation, the DRV Navy
was geared to repulse the"intruders lt

• To this end I DRV Naval
authorities continually admonished subordinate units to effect a high
level of defensive preparedness, to institute alert condition one,
and to camouflage their locations. There were no firm SIGINT
reflections of hostile intent such as were observed during the August
patrol....

III. SIGIMT SygpoRT NSA25X3

A. Readiness Actions Implemented

ApproXimately one hour and fi£teen minutes after the USB
Morton opened fire on clOsing targets, and approximat.ely thirty minute.
subsequent to B205 's receipt of the CRITIC from' COMNAVF.ORJAPAN I DIRNSA
declared SIGINT READINESS BRAVO "OUTBOARD" at NSA and appropriate field
stations covering the North Vietnamese problem. Within this same
thirty minute span, theB2 operations center was fUlly operational.

early morning hours of 19 September (locall,
movement of at leasts'x

m
SIGINT

In consideration of this and other unusual
.....,.,..~=--".Ijcommunicationsactivity, DIRNSA extended SIGINT READINESS BRAVO

"OUTBOARD" to additional field stations

Upon the termination of the patrol and when it became
apparent that there were no firm indications of DRV/CHICOM actions,
DIRNSA cancelled SIGrNT READINESS BRAVO at 18~5Z on 2~ s~ptember.

B. Washington Area Consumer SUEPort

Early in the morning on 18 September, prior to theUSS
Morton's shelling, DIA levied a telephonic requirement on 22 for a
summary of DRV reactions to the Desoto patrol on 16-17 September.
This information had been requested by General Wheeler. rirA requested
response by 150~ local time. Despite the insuing activity, 82 met
this requirement by both cable and SIGINT product prior to 17~¢

hours. The information was updated, per DIA request, the following
morning.

At approximately 1045 on 18 September, a request was
received from the Secretary of Defense for elaboration of certain
SIGINT information relating to the incident. The Chief, B205 was
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immediately dispatched to the Pentagon where he briefed the Director,
DIA and his staff and later assisted in drafting a memorandum for
the Secretary of Defense. From there he went to CIA where he
briefed General Carter on his activities at the Pentagon.

Throughout the period of 18-20 September the B2 Operations
Center was in almost constant telephone contact with both DIA, JCS,
JRC and the SECDEF Watch officer, responding to queries and apprising
them of all SIGINT developments as they occurred. All requirements
which necessitated written responses were prepared in the most
expeditious manner possible and disseminated to the requestor by
message or by courier. Where practicable, these responses were
immediately followed-up with serialized product to the community.

In addition, throughout 18-20 September B2 maintained senior
analysts and linguists on board at all times to monitor field transla­
tions, technical data, etc. with an eye toward accuracy and presentation
and to ensure further dissemination to appropriate consumers if
required.

The prompt NSA reaction that this effort permitted is well
evidenced in the following example. On 2~ September, USN-27 issued l
a CRITIC to the effect that an attack by DRV naval elements upon the
Desoto patrol was possible that evening. Within two hours of the I
time of intercept, the B2 Operations Center had received the relevant:
technical data, retranslated and interpreted it and issued an
amplifying product to the intelligence community which clarified the
original CRITIC pointing out that the DRV concern pointed equally as I

well to the possibility of an attack on South Vietnamese "raiders" ~
as it did to an attack on the Desoto patrol.

IV. OPERATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS ENCOUNTERED

A. Communications Outages

SIGINT Readiness Bravo Outboard was implemented during a
period when CRITICOM circuits were overloaded and a backlog existed
at several stations. The additional load of high precedence traffic,
equipment failure, and poor atmospheric conditions resulted in
unusually difficult communications problems.

Throughout the period of the Readiness, B2 was Pla~~~d
with non-receipt of or excessive delays in the arrival of bad2y needed
product and technical material. Washington Consumers were also
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concerned about the lack of timely SIGINT input. In some instances
IMMEDIATE items took as long as 27 hours to reach Washington and
FLASH items took 6-7 hours.

In exploring the problem, B2 contacted the Tl Duty Officer
and was informed of the general deterioration of communications.
With the details then avail~ble, B2 was in a position to advise local
consumers on the matter on a continuing basis. In addition, B2
brought the situation to the attention of the Director and ADP.
Subsequent action resulted in the declaration of a "minimize" con­
dition in an attempt to alleviate the situation.

B. Distribution of USN-467P Input

The manner in which USN-467P reported significant intelli­
gence gleaned from their intercept has caused considerable concern.
The problem lies in the fact that while the platform had no SIGINT
reporting responsibilities per se it did forward certain intelligence
items to selected consumers, i. e., DIA, JCS and Naval commands.
While the items reported were relevant to the platform's role of
direct support ot the patrol vessel, and were therefore of direct
interest to the addressees selected, it prompted CIA and the White
House to form the opinion that DIA was getting information they
weren't.

Fortunately the case in point was explainable because of
the communications difficulties, however, future platforms must have
more definitive reporting instructions and the necessary mechanics
clearly established to avoid any further instances of this nature.

6



,- INTRODUCTION

The following report presents a chronologica.l summary of the events sur­
rounding the 18-20 September Desoto Patrol incident involving two U. S.
destroyers, the U.S.S. Edwards and the U.S.S. Morton, on patrol in the Gulf of
Tonkin.

Desoto Patrols, accomplished to assert the right of U. S. vessels to patrol
in international waters and for the purpose of collecting intelligence, were
established in April 1962 and have operated since in waters off the China and
North Vietnam coastlines.

In this instance, the U.S.S. Morton had a SIGINT collectton team aboard
designated USN-467P. The team included one manual Morse position Qne r8:iO- I
telephone position, and one combined manual Morse/radio-telephone
position. The personnel complement included both Chinese and Vie~nanlese~ngu~sts.
The team's primary mission. i8S to pl'pVide immed ~.·at e support to the patrol itself,
and secondarily to intercep RVcommunications in accordance with tasking
provided by DIRNSA.

NSA25X3
DIRNSA plans for support of the Desoto Patrol were in two phases. One phaSe

delt Ylith the patrol under routine circumstances, provided relevant SIGINT tasking
instructions and necessary procedures for continued technical support for the per­
iod when the patrol would be in progress. The other phase regarded the/patrol as
a potential target for hostile North Vietnamese 01'1 rctions. To
cover that contingency, instructions were issued which specified the intercept,
forwarding and reporting procedures to be implemented in the event of an incident.

In reading the following report it may be helpfUl to bear in mind that mes­
sages originated by CTF 77 were from the task force commander of the Seventh Fleet;
those messages from the patrol were designated CTG 77.6.6. USN-414T, indicated
as the originator on some messages, was a Marine contingent at USM-626J (Phu Bai,
South Vietna~) charged, in conjunction with USM-626J, with the collection, pro­
cessing and reporting of North Vietnamese naval communications. It should also
be borne in mind that, aside from the SIGINT information which is as complete as
the purpose of this report appeared to require, this report is based solely on
that information available to NSA and does not purport to contain all relevant
non-SIGINT information.

HAPH3fJJ VIA CakEflJ l' CHlINNhU) ONLy
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CHRONOWGY - SEPTEMBER 1964 DESOTO PATROL m THE GULF OF TONKIN

090429Z CINCPACFLT submitted a proposal to CINCPAC for a two-destroyer Desoto
Patrol in the Gulf of Tonkin. (Tab 1)

092209Z CINCPAC concurred with JCS proposal to resume Desoto Patrol. (Tab 2)

102339Z JCS authorized a three day patrol, giving rules of engagement. (Tab 3)

110354Z DIRl~VSECGRUPAC informed DIRNSA that a SrGINT support element, designated
as USN-467P, would embark aboard the USS Morton and gave navigational
reference points for the patrol. (Tab 4)'

1121l7Z DIRNSA informed appropriate field stations of the forthcoming patrol.
(Tab 5)

12l733Z DIRNSA sent a message to JCS (JRC) requesting QUEEN BEE DELTA collection
from Gulf of Tonkin orbit stressing the importance of VHF communi.catdons
from airfields inl ~ndtheDRV.{Tab6)

121945Z DIRNSA passed collection guidance for USN-467P. (Tab 7)

NSA25X3

121951Z DIRNSA issued reporting guidance to the appropriate field stations to
be implemented in the event of hostile reactions to the Desoto Patrol.
(Tab 8)

I~

122020Z DIRNSA requested CmCPAC to provide periodic poSition reports of the
Desoto vessels to enhance SIGINT support to the patrol itself as well as
to the intelligence community. (Tab 9)

l31203Z DIRNSA ir£ormed appropriate field stations, of revised track, for the
patrol. (Tab 10)

l31836z Chairman, JCS implemented positive control over the patrol to ensure
immediate withdrawal if required due to political unrest in South Viet­
nam. (Tab 11)

140623Z CINCPAC informed DIRNSA that hourly position reports for the vessels
was not feasible since the patrol would be under EMCOM (a. mod.e of radio
silence). (Tab 12)

l41952Z JCS advised of decision to proceed with Desoto Patrol with a 24 hour
delay in execution. (Tab 13)

151155Z USS Morton advised that the Desoto Patrol wa.s Virtually ready and that
she intended to cross Latitude 17 at 160600H. (Tab 14)



Tab 73)

USN-27J reported that an element of DRV Navy to change from Grade-One
to Grade-Three alert. (Tab 70)

NSA25X3
USN-27 issued a CRITIC, "the Desoto will be attacked tonight". (Tab]l)

DIRNSA summar'Laes current movement of fighter a; rcraft l
\ \ (Tab 67)

DIRNSA published a recap of SIGINT observations relating to 2/4 August
and 18 September, Gulf of Tonkin Naval engagement. (Tab 68)

Morton issued a further recap of events. (Tab 69)

DIRNSA issued a message to DIA updating the info 'passed the day before
in reponse to the Chairman JCS requirement, -- see Tab 53. (Tab 72)

19l608Z DIRNSA issued a further report ~c.::la::.:·..::.r.::.if;;.:y~i;;.;,ng~.....;.;;;;~;;.;..,;";....;...;...;.........;..;;;.....;~....;;.-..",,--,,,,--""'--l
increase in volume of messa es

--
191121Z

1911312

19l412Z

191522Z

19l528z
19l548z

191600Z

19l704Z DIRNSA issued a follow-up to USN-27 CRITIC concluding that DRV concern
apt to be over South Vietnamese vessels as well as U. S. destroyers. -­
see ~ab 71. (Tab 74)

191821Z JCS deferred Desoto Patrol. (Tab 75)

192000Z DIRNSA advised appropriate field stations of suspension of the Desoto
Patrol. (Tab 76)

200225Z Desoto Patrol and strike posture cancelled. (Tab 77)

201200Z USN~27J reported a message that all DRV" stations were to beware of the
Seventh Fleet south of the Demarcation Line. (Tab 78)

20'\.P05Z DIRNSA terminated SIGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD. (Tsb 79)

20lS19Z DIRI~SA iss~ed report to all relevant field stations terminating SIGI1~

READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD. (Tab 80)

230Jlj bZ USN~,27 relayed a message originated by USN-!1-67P in reply to a DIRNSA
query providing a list of the SIGINT products received by the USS Morten
prior to 18 September. (Tab 81)

250326z USN-2.? advised that USN-46r-(p was dea.ctivated as of 232359Z. ('I'ab 82)
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" l5l808Z

152200Z

.1617~2Z

16l810Z

1619l7Z

1703l5Z

l70336z

1705l5Z

170722Z

170830Z

r: 17.0845Z
\ ,

171110Z

17152lZ

171630Z
17J.64BZ

DIRNSA provided additional guidance to USN-467P and appropriate field
stations. (Tab 15)

DIRNSA provided second day Patrol schedule to appropriate field
stations. (Tab 16)

DIRNSA passed additional evaluation instructions to appropriate field
stations. (Tab 17)

DIRNSA fUrnished technical aid to USN-467P and appropriate field stations.
(Tab 18)

DIRNSA provided further technical support. (Tab 19)

USN-27J reported possible alert of DRV Naval Forces. (Tab 20)

USN-27 reported that the Desoto Patrol had commenced at l70736H. (~b 21)

USN-27J reported DRV establishment of "alert rank 1". (Tab 22)

A DRY Naval message reported the movement of the Desoto Patrol. (~ab 23)

USN~27J reported on further details of DRY alert. (Tab 24)

USN-467P reported that DRV Naval Sub~Un1t Six received orders "to post­
pone the Battle". (Tab 25)

USN-27 reported that DRV radar placed the patrol at l732N-105E (near
point Bravo). (Tab 26)

Upon receipt of the message from USN-467P (Tab 25), DIRNSA asked USN-27
and. USN-27J to confirm or deny the report from their own sources.
(Tab 27)

USN~27 and USN-27J responded to DIRNSA's query (Tab 27). Intercept
indicated DRV maintaining defensive vice offensive posture. (Tab 28)

171655Z DIRNSA advised appropriate field stations to assure teclLni.cal back-up
on all serialized producta. (Tab 29)

1,?1750Z USN-27 reported a DRY Naval Unit in vicinity of point Delta. (Tab 30)

180247Z USN-467P reported t,hat a DRV Naval vessel was preparing for If Battle".
(Tab 31)

180350Z USN-27 reported tr~t DRV radar detected the presence of two (enemy)
destroyers. (Tab 32)



USN-27 reported that DRV Naval vessels and shore stations were ordered
to effect alert condition One. (Tab 33)

USN-27 published a further resume of DRV message activity. (Tab 34)

USN-27J reported that the DRV Navy was to take precautions against
South Vietnamese vessels attacking the shore. ('rab 35)

The Merton reported the situation well in hand, no need for additional
aircraft overhead. (Tab 36)

COMNAVFORJAPAN released a CRITIC stating that "at 181233Z, USS Morton
cormnenced firing on closing targets, request cover". (Tab 37)

USN-27 reported that DRV shore stations were to increase the strength of
their areas, and be able to distinguish between American ships. (~a0 38)

DIRNSA declated SIGINT READINESS BRAVO, and provided reporting guidance
for appropriate field stations. (Tab 39)

DIRNSA gave further translation on "Battle Postponement" --see Tab 25.
(Tab 40)

The Morton reported possibility of 3 hostile surface targets sunk.
(Tab 41)

USN-27J reported that radio stations are to promote dispersion, camou­
flage, and prepare the surface preparations. (Tab 42)

USS Morton recaps events of attack. (Tab 43)

JCS queries CINCPAC for specific details of the attack. (Tab 44)

USN-27 reported that DRY shipping conmnmications reflected the presence
of the Desoto Patrol. (Tab 45)

DIRNSA asked NSAPAC REP VIETNAM (~and USN-21 for specific details of
the attack. ('Dab 46) ~'

DIRNSA set forth procedures for field stations to follow in event of
weather reporting suggested a deployment of Vietnamesi Iforces~
(Tab 41)

181945Z USN-21J reported the presen~e of Desoto Patrol in vicinity of Hon Matt.
(Tab 48)

18l948z DIRNSA reported the possibility that DRY Naval authorities fear actions
by South Vietnamese vessels. (Tab 49)

NSA25X3
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181950Z

182034z

182038Z

182133Z

182343Z

190134Z

190152Z

190154Z

190227Z
,,-
\

190238Z

190306z

1904l0Z

DIRNSA issued a Gulf of Tonkin report, gisting significant messages that
preceded the attack on the U. S. Destroyers. (Tab 50)

DIRNSA requested AFSSO SAC to forward daily forecasts of weather condi-
tions for the Gulf of Tonkin. (Tab 51) -

DIRNSA instituted a partial "minimize" on CRITICOM circuits in the
European and Medltteranean Areas. (Tab 52)

DIRNSA responded to a DIA request for SIGINT reflection of DRV surveil­
lance of Desoto Patrol. (Tab 53)

USS Morton fired warning shots. (Tab 54)

DIRNSA implemented CRITICOM "minimize" in Pacifi~ Area. (Tab 55)

CINCPAC, in a message to CINCPACFLT, requested more concrete evidence
that the Desoto destroyers were actually under attack. (Tab 56)

CINCPAC advised the Patrol to be prepared to initiate or repeat patrol
in accordance with original three day itinerary. (Tab 57)

USN-27J reported that a message intercepted from a shore station stated
that the enemy fired on the ship. (Tab 58)

DIRNSA requested NSAPAC REP VIETNAM~to establish communications with
Phu Bai by CRITICOM or whatever means available. (Tab 59)

DIRNSA released a report o~ Fommufiica~ NSA25X3
tions anomalies noted on 18~an-.-d~1~9~S~e-p~t-e~mb~e-r-.--~(~Ta~b~6~0~)----~

NSAPAC REP VIETNAM ~dVised of continuing circuit outage between
Saigon and Phu Bai. (Tab 61)

190438Z The MOrton advised she could. find no evidence of debris to support the
attack. (Tab 62)

1905252 USN-27J repor~pn t~at a DRV message stated that they (DRV) must exe~ute
correctly alert grade ONE. (Tab 63)

1905JQ Z DIRNSA published 8. report that the 18 September engagement i.n the Gulf
of Tonkin revealed no preparation for initiation of an attack on U. S.
destroyers. (Tab 64)

190803Z DIRNSA published a report of the DRV Navy on Alert Conition ONE. (Tab 65)

191005Z DIRNSA extends SIGINT READnmSS BRAVO OUTBOARD. (Tab 66)
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nE RIJEPCR 185 11/1817Z

P 111816Z

11M JCS

INFO RUEPWW~mITE HOu:m

RUEPCR/DIRNSA

o ~f/J429Z

FM CINCPACFLT

TO RUHPA/CINCPAC

INFO RUMFUL/COMSEVENTHFLT

BT

'l'OPSECRET

GULF OF TONKIN DESOTO PATROL j.&}"""

A. DISCUSSIONS YOUR CAPl' O'CONNELL MY CAPr"GIBSON PM 8 SEP.

B. CINCPAC 062317Z FEB 63

C. CINCPAC 152334Z AUG 64

1. AS DISCUSSl!D IN REF A, A PROPOSAL IS HEREBY SUBMITTED

TO CONDUCT A TWO DESTROYER DESOTO PATROL INTO THE GULF

OF l'ONKIN IN THE LA'M'ER PART OF SEP OR EARLY OCT FOR ABOUT

A Ii'rVE DAY PERIOD. INFO HERE CONFORMS TO THE FORMAT

JiRESGRIBED BY REF B.

PA(iF.. 2 RUEPeR 185 'l' 6 P S ! eRE l'

A. CQMDESDIV 52 IN MORTON (DO 948) WITH ADDITIONAL

DD TO BE DESIGNATED. MORTON WILL BE CONFIGURED WITH

GOMM BAN SIMILAR TO THAT PREVIOUSLY INSTALLED IN MADDOX.

B. SHIPS ASSIGNED WILL DEPART EITHER SOUTH CHINA

SFoA OPERATION AREA, SUBIC OR KAOHSIUNG DEPENDENT ON THEIR LOCATION

1-



WHEN PATROL IS ORDERED TO COMMENCE. PATROL CAN COMMENCE

ANYTIME DURING THE PERIOD 17 OCT-- '1 OCT. 72 HOURS NOTIFICATION

REQUIRED.

C. PROPOSED ITINERARY IS AS FOLLOWS:

D DAY MINUS MAXIMUM THREE DAYS - DEPART FOR POINT

ALFA.

D MINUS ONE - UNREP VICINITY 16N 110E.

D DAY - COMMENCE PATROL. PATROL BETWEEN POINTS

AtFA BRAVO, CHARLIE AND DELTA.

D DAY PLUS ONE - PATROL BE'l.'WEEN POINTS DELTA, ECHOE,

FOXTROT AND GOLF.

D DAY PLUS TWO - PATROL BETWEEN POINTS FOXTROT,

GOLF AND HOTEL.

D DAY PLUS THREE -- PATROL BETWEEN POINTS GOLF,

FOXTROT, ECHO AND DELTA.

PAGE 3 ROEPeR 185 TO!' ~ E e It E t

D DAY PLUS FOUR - PATROL BETWEEN POINTS DELTA, CHARLIE

BRAVO AND ALFA. WITHDRAW FROM GULF OF TONKIN AND
, -,"-~ ~\

TERMINATE PATROL ON COMPLETION.

D. TO BE DETERMINED.

2. NAVIGATION REFERENCE POINTS:

AtFA 17-1¢N 1¢7-43E

BRAVO 17-54N 106-54E

CHARLIE 18-1f\N 1f,!l6-43E

DELtA 18-42N If,!l6-1lE

ECHO 19-23N 106-10E

- FomOT 19-50N 1~6-3f,!lE



-
GOLF 2¢48N 1¢7-f/J¢E

HOTEL 2¢-26N 1¢7-J~E

3. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE OPERATIONAL FLEXIBILITY FOR

CARRYING OUT THE MARITIME AND INTELLIGENCE OBJECTIVE

OF THE PATROL, THE DESOTO COMMANDER WILL BE AUTHORIZED

TO CONDUCT RANDOM PATROL AT MODERATE SPEEDS ALONG THE

DESIGNATED SmMENT OF THE TRACK EACH DAY. THE PATROL

GROUP WILL COMMENCE THE COASTAL PATROL DAILY ONE HOUR

AFTER SUNRISE, RETIRING TO SEAWARD ONE HOUR BEFORE

PAGE 4 ROEPeR 185 , 0 P S Ei e R ]!j If

SUNSET AND DURING PERIODS OF REDUCED VISIBILITY.

4. THE PATROL GROUP WILL Rl!MAIN AT LEAST TWENTY MILES

OFF THE NVN MAINLAND AND TWELVE Mn.ES OFF NVN ISLANDS THROUGH­

OUT THE PATROL EXCEPT AS DISCUSSED IN PARA SEVEN FOLLOWING.

5. Am COVER WILL BE PROVIDED BY THE YANKEE TEAM CVA.

A SUBMARINE CAN BE STATIONED IN THE GULF OF TONKIN FOR

SAR IF NECESSARY.

6. THE DESOTO COMMANDER WILL BE UNDER THE OreON OF

CTG 77.X IN THE CVA FOR THIS PATROL.

7. IN THE EVENT OF HOSTILE ATTACK, PATROL

SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT WILL COMPLY WITH

RULES OF ENGAGEMENT CONTAINED IN REF (C).

GP-ONE

BT



ZCZCTCC379ZKZK PP ZLA ZSL AOH HII DE

SF-S781

]i;UH54(1\

pp RUIc~PCR

D~; RUEPeR lHlt 1l/1B15Z

P 1118142

FM .ICS

INFO RUEPWW/l~lTE HOUSE

RUEPCR/DIRNSA

P (/r922f/t9Z

FM CINCPAC

TO JCS/ZEN

11\'F"O CLNCPACI"LT

AD~lNO CINCPAC

COY:SEVF.NTI'n.r

CUl'mSMACV

B'f

TANGO TH1tl!~-"~ FOR ADMINO CINr,PAC

I,I';Sl11'O PATkOL - GUl.F 010' TONK.1.N~

A, CINCPAC FLT ¢9f/.429Z PASEP

L IN vn:w OF' TIME FACTOR RKF (A) IS PASSED DIRECT.

CINCPAC CONCURS WITH PROPOSAL AS OUTLINED SUBJECT

'I'u fOL COMMENTS~

A, RECOMMDJD FOLLOWING RULES OF ENGAGEHENT:

IN THE EVENT OF HOSTILE ATTACK, THE PATROL

SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT ARE DmECTED TO FIRE UPON THE HOSTILE

ATTACKER WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF INSURING DESTRUCTION.

I

I
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PAGE 2 RUEPeR 184 'I' a p SEC R E if

SHIPS ARE AUTHORIZED TO PURSUE THE END(Y TO THE

RECOGNIZED onfREE MILE TERRITORIAL LIMIT'. AIRCRAFT ARE

AUTHORIZED HOT PURSUIT INSIDE TERRITORIAL WATERS (THREE

MILES) AGAINST SURFACE VESSELS AND INTO HOSTILE AIRSPACE

(INCLUDES DRV, HAINAN ISLAND AND MAINLAND CHINA) AGAINST

AT'l'ACKING AIRCRAFT WHEN NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE

DESTRUCTION OF IDENTIFIED ATTACK FORCES. SlIPS AND

AIRCRAFT WILL CONFINE THEIR ACTIONS· TO THE A'I"l'ACKING

SHIPS AND/OR AIRCRAFT.

OF REF A, SAR WOULD BE PROVIDED BY O'l'C OF CVA TG HAVING

OPeON OVER DESOTO UNITS. lAW SOP FOR SAR 0'l'C OF NAVAL

FORCE MAY CALL ON OTHER SAR FACILITIES IN AREA FOR

ASsrsrANcE, E.G. 2ND AIR DIV WHICH HAS AMPHIBIAN RESCUE

ACFT IN DANUG AREA. ADDITIONALLY CVA TG OPERATING IN

VICINITY OF PI' YANKEE WOULD HAVE OTHER DE'S AVAILABLE

PLUS ONE DD PROBABLY OR WATCH DO STATION APPROX VIC

OF 17-20N USE DURING DESOTO OPERATION.

2. SUBJ TO FORIDOING RECOMMEND DESOTO PATROL PROPOSAL

IN REF (A) BE APPROVED FOR EXECUTION ON D-DAY 17 SEP.

J. FOR CINCPACFLT, WHEN PATROL APPROVED BY HIGHER

AUTHORITY AND IN EVENT 341 MAROPS ARE AUTHORIZED FOR

RESUMPTION, DtRLAU'I.'H C(J(lJSMACV TO AVOID MUTUAL

INTERfERENCE AND COORDINATE INFORMATION.~

B'I'

•



ZKZK 00 ZLA AOH HII DE

00 RUEPCR

DE RUEPeR 143 1l/1509Z

o 111508z

PM JCS

INFO RUEPCR/DIRNSA

RUEPIA/CIA

102339Z

FM JCS

TO CINCPAC

lfWO l,;NO

CINCPACFLT

COMUSMACV

COMSEVMTHFLT

WHITE HOUSE

SECDEF

STATE DEF'I'

sr

, 6 :P ;j t~ e It E 'l' .rcs 8516 J) SEND

SUHJ ~ DESOTO PATROL J.PY
RI!;Jo': A, CINCPACFLT MOO DTG (/J9(/J429Z (NOTAL) PASEP

H, CINGPAC J.1SG DTG f!r922(/l9Z (NOTAL)

1, YOU AIm AlI'I'llOH"' I',;';li ro !~XF.CUTE JUSSION PROPOSED BY

RF.FmENCE A fl'OR A P.l!:IUOD or' 3 DAYS. D-DAY 15 15 SEPT

SAIGON TIME.

2. THE FOLLOWING RULES OF ENGAGmmNT ARE APPROVED FOR

THIS PATROL:

I

I



I

IN THE EVENT OF HOSTILE ATTACK, mE PATROL SHIPS AND

AIRCRArr ARE DIRECTED TO FIRE UPON 'IRE HOsrILE ATTACKER

WITH 'mE OBJECTlVE OF INSURING DES'IRUCTION. SHIPS ARE

AUTHORIZED TO PURSUE THE i.'rm!Y TO THE RECOGNIZED mREE

ILL TERRITORIAL LDUT. AIRCRAFT ARE AUTHORIZPD HOT

PURSUIT INSIDE TERRITORIAL WATms (THREE MILES) AGAINST

SURFACE VESSELS AND INTO HOSTILE AIRSPACE (INCLUDES DRV,

HAlNAN ISLAND AND MAINLAND CHINA) AGAINST ATTACKING AIRCRAFT

WHEN NECESSARY TO ACHIE.VE DESTRUCTION OF IDENTIFIED ATTACK .

FORCES. SHIPS AND AmCRAFT WILL CONFINE 'n{Em ACTIONS TO

THE ATTACKING SHIPS AND/OR AmCRAFT. ~

BT

•



(unclassified until filled)
NSA FORM !\IZZII REV AUG 11.1
rsupened.. N22" REV /VN 61
to be u••d until "", .ECURITY CLA••I ..ICATION

COPY MR. •

~ E C RET eOM!NT C!htKN!t~

D~OTO PATROL (C)

A. CINCPACFLT 1~21(f'JZ NOTAL GENSERV

... ..,1H 'y

ACTION ~RBC.-..c:1!:

I

B2
B
B22
B23
B2';
D31
Pf/J4
N'5
P~55
P2
Tl
DRF
ADNSG

NSA25X3

11 SEPT 64 ACT:
INFO:

DATEI

HQNSAPAC
USN-27J

I I

.....0 ~...EC--=E 'SPECIAL MANDL,INO

Rmrrn.r\t~ 1

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC

DIRN;>A

INFO: DIRN'AV~ECGRU

~

L

B. CINCPACFLT f/t9f/J429Z NOTAL GENSERV

1. REF B, AS AMPLIFIED BY REF A, PROPOSES A '1WO DESTROYER DEOOTO

PATROl. IN GULF OF TONKIN, COMMENCING FROM POINT ALFA (LISTED BELOW)

15 SEP AND CONTINUING FOR ABOUT THREE DAYS. PATROL SHIPS NOT

DEFINITELY DESIG TO DATE. NAVSECGRUDET (DESIG USN 467P) WILL BE

_ARKED IN ONE PATROL SHIP TO PRO~IDE SIGINT DIRECT SUPPORT TO

PATROL UNITS AND CONDUCT SIGINT COLLECTION OPERATIONS.

2. REF A PROVIDES FOL NAVIGATION REFERENCE POINTS FOR PATROL:

ALFA 17-10N 1~7~43E

BRAVO 17-54N 19'6-54E

CHARLIE 18-2(/JN 1~-42E

DELTA 18-421 1~-I1E

ECHO 19-2,3N 1~6-10lE

DRA"T.R R.L.A.,NG O....,C."

WMFIRC/II-1-1Q PAGE.

DO..........
1 0 .. 2

AGI NR.

fiL.l..·U.L
AGO N".

1'11:".". TO ME ••AG.

DTG

.U.~I!:N.E

IIMBY m eeMIN'P elIANifti;S 6NfN

--s£€RET-

I



(unclassified until filled)
NSA FORM !IIzzee REV AUG 83
(Super..dee NUBB RBV JUN II
to b. ue.d un'" .,,"eu.ted)

1"1--- --
., 1'1." oft. 1'1 1---_ ..-

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION •
ACTION PREC.....CE INPO PRI!.CIEDBiICE lSPECIAL HANDLING

IUlIJTRIBUTION

DATE.

FI)1"fR01' i 9-'5¢N 1~6- l~E

2~-ql8N If/t7-f/II!E

HOTEL
N 5X3

PATROL SHIPS'

SLr-~ 4(,', P W.1LL Hf\VE ONE EA MM~ RT, AND MM/RT~",,-- ~POSIT I

ELINT COLLEl~TIONI/

(,APABll,I'U WI1L BE AUGMENTED BY OS~ 467P ELINT OPER. 1"--__I,wiL~

AND C.1t i. KWR- '~7 BeST RECEIVE TERtUNAL.

3.

CnORDU!ATE SIGINT COLLECTION TASKS FOR USN 467P AND t iJlII"Li-;3S O'!'IIF,R··

WISE ADVISED, WII.L BE GUIDED BY AUG DESOTO COLLECTION ASSIGNMENTS.

4. REQUEST APPkOPRIATE SIGINT STAS BE TASKED TO SUPPORT nssoro

PATROL, ALL MOOS IN SUPPORT OF DESOTO PATROL SHOULD BE ADDRESSED

TO USN 467P USING I lAS CRITICOMMROUTINGINDICATOR AND

FL.ED "DE30TO SUPPORT" IN ADDITION TO USN 467P, ENSURE ALL

S!GIN'f PRODUCT COf-rrAINING REFLECTIONS/REACTIONS TO DESOTO PATROL

INCLUDE CINCPACFLT, COMSEVENTHFLT, CTF 77, COMNAVFORJAPAN AND

I······································································P.L. 86-36

COMNAV1~lL AS ADEEt;.

ORAFTER R.L.A.'NG O ....IC.R RELEASED AT (ZULU)

PA.E
'DOC'i:JiiP"na'D!RTA'lI--------lL.-------------j

~ OF

PAGES

2
A.' NR.

C\/.I. "U

REFER. TO ME••A••

::1
DTG

SUSPENSE

." ..
11111 !t.I. 7

I



,unclassified until filled}

I

•
ION

";,,: ,i:!i'FNSA25X3

~1;!"" NSA25X6

P212>/
P214/

:P¢4
"P0S'
B
B2
B21
1322
B23
B24
B25
B26
CIS
DJI
DJ2
DJ3
ADNSG
AFSS FM
ASALNGP
AUSLO
DRF
OP-922Yl

COPY NR.

SPECIAL HANDLING

eeMIN'f elltNNElLS

DATEIllSEP64

USN-2?J

o
U
~I~

I·· ::(:P~~I,/ I

I
NSAP

: i VIErNAM A
CH AP C
CINCPAC
ONI
CINCPACFLT
COMSEVENTHFLT
CTF 77
COMNAVPHIL

USA ··"i2

INFO: DIRNAVSECGRU
DIRNAVSECGRUPAC
ASSTDIRNAVSECGRlIfCOUR!ER)
Ienus's' I

I:::r

1\15A FORM 1\12288 I<Ev AUG 63
(Super."de. N22BB REV /UN IU
10 be u.ed ...,,, exh.u.,ed)

ACTION PRECEDENCE

PRIORITY

'P e p S El e R Ei 'I' eeMfN'I' eUANNEiLS

P21.4/q1~53

SURFACE SURVEILLANCE (DESOTO PATROL)

1. THIS MOO TO ADVISE PLANS FOR SURFACE SURVEILLANCE OPERATION IN

GULF OF TONKIN AREA. PATROL WILL BE CONDUCTED BYUSS MORTON (DD-948)

AND ONE OTHER DESTROYER WITH CMDRDESTROYER DIV 52 EMBARKED. PATROL

.L. 86-36

OlllAPTEIIl RELEAS.D AT

-'-W!iPiDllr-=I="'-=- --IJ••U 'CO·'CH/ P2'U. ~88s
___~r~Ma.4687S l ~ ~- ~

112122
PAGE

1 OF 3
PAGES

AGI NR.

AGO NR.

R ....ERS TO MESSAGIE-AGI

OTG

SUSPENSE

HANDLE vIA tOMINT CHANNELS ONLY
112117Z

I



\unclassified until filledl
IIISA FORIA 11I2288 RE:V AUG 113
(Sunerude. IY2211 REV JUN 61
,,, /0.. u.ed unllr ..""au.'ed)

ACTION PRBCBDENCB

• • 011I DATE•

CO..., MR.

I·························································NSA25X3

TO,

TO BE HELD 1; TO 18 SEPl'EMBER (SAIGON TIME). COMINT COLLECTION TEAM

USN-M 7P WJL~ BE EMBARKED. 2. AREA OF OPERATION. MORTON WIll.

CONDUCT RANDO)/' PATROL ALONG FOLLOWING TRACK:

POINT LOCATION

Al.FA 17.1QlN 1917.43E

BRAVO 17.54N l(1\6.54E

CHARLIE 1A.2Q'tN l016.41E

DELTA 18.42N 1Q'tf,.11E

ECHO 19.23N 1flti.lflE

FOXTROT 19.5Q!N lflf-.3q\E

GOLF 2'/!.flAN 1"'7.f/tfItE

J'l'EL 2Q1.2(,N 1017. 3flE

PA"rROl. WILL Y.OVE INTO COASTAL TRACK ONE HOUR AFTER Su)lRISE AND RETURN

TO SEA ONE HOUR BEFORE SUNSET AND DURING PERIODS OF REDUCED VISIBILIT •

PATROL WILL REMAIN 2fl NM OFF NORTH VIETNAMESE MAINLAND AND 12 NM FROM

OFFSHORE ISJ~ANDS. AIR COVERAGE WIll. BE PROVIDED BY U.S. CARRIERS.

~. ANTICIPATE THIS PATROL MAY GENERATEI ~lETNAHESECOMMONtST

REACTIONS. IN THIS REGARD, U.S. ACTION ADDEES FORWARD: SlGINT

REPORTS ~ONT.~ TNTW;: A. ALL SIGNIFICANT REFLECTIONS/REACTIONS TO

DRA"TER

DOCUMENT MAlllklNG

RE"EIIIS TO MESSAGE

.10

AGI

DTG

SUSPENSE

fJANBIIl!i •..·!A 30MmT CHANNELS ONLY

RELEASED AT

iI

PAGE PAGES

2 OF' 3
AGI HR.

AGO HR.

27 11



,unclassified until filleGI
NSA FORM NUll REv AUG"
(Sup ••elI.. N22BB RBV /UN 61
to be u••d unll' ."'.u.t.1I)

copy Nil'.

I N

D4TE.

TO.
THIS OPERATION IN ESTAijI,ISHED VEHICLES AT. APPROPRIATE PREqEDENCE

ENSURING THAT ONI, CINCPAC, CINCPACFLT, COMSEVEtrrHFLT, USN-~67',

CTF 77, C_AVPHIL, I lAND COMNAVFORJAPAN/ARE

AMONG ADDEES (WILL ADD CTF 77 TO T~INS 4'HJ3LA.'l'ER)~/tJSE I
.- ........,-_.....

ROUTING INDICATOR FOR USN-467P. B. ANYROUTIN~'1'ECH SUPPORT DATA

FOR FllBARIED TEAM (AFTER PATROL HAsc6MMl!:Ncml,BY APPROPRIATE PREC

TO USN-467P USING I IAsq~~~IC~aOU'l'ING INDICATOR. KEEP MSG

VOLUME TO ESSEN'l'IALMINIMUM ANDll'l:'!ClALL~~~ DESOTO SUPPORT

UNQTE, AND INFORDIRNSA, DANDOTJ{Jm ADDlES AS APPRQ})RIATE.. -
4. FORc=J/REQUEST I IFORWARD REFl-ECTIONS AS ABOVE

-----~----------~-----------------~--~---~--------------------~~----

~=~f_· _

~Ia: TItle me88age forwards information concerning USS MORTON
(bD-94S) 1)ESOTO patrol from 15 to 18 September 4

.L. 86-36

AGI

DTG

SUSPENSE

..ELII:A'I:D AT

PAGE.

3 01" 3
loG. N".
AGO N ...

27~/11



,unclassified until filledl
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 1I3
(Sup.e"'•• N22/J/J REV /VN flI
10 b. uelld un'" ~"".ue'.d)

ACTION "".CI!DII:NC.
PRIORITY

INFO PRECEDENC.

NONE

COPY MR. •
DIRNSA

TO. JCS. JRC

P2l/f\354

ACRP/DESOTO PATROL

REF MY f/J9204f/JZ, P214/0332

DATEs 12 SEP 64 ADN
ADP
P2
P21
P04
l'05
B
82
B23
B26
D31
DRF

I
5X3

IN VIEW DESOTO PATROL SCHEDULED IN GULF OF TONKIN 15 TO 18

SEPTF1ofBlm, SUGGEST JCS!JRC ACTION TO PROVIDE QUEEN BEE DELTA

COLLECTION FROM U!JLF ORBIT (18TH TO 20TH PARALLELS) DURING

DESOTO OPERATIONS. JUSTIFICATION CONTAINED IN REFERENCE

VHFPAR'11CULARLY PERTINENT DURING SCHEDULED NAVAL PATROL.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM AIR ACTIVITIES :mI I
...------====:;--~,....;;....-

_ HANOI AREAS, AS l'lELL AS FR~ IACTI~ITIES,

POTENTIAU,Y VITAL DURING THAT PERIOD.

------------------------------------------------------- --------~-----
M/R: Reference contains airborne collection requir_ents in
the Gulf of Tonkin and stresses the importance of VHF
communications from airfields in I I
and in North Viet Nam. Such cOlllll.unications could. have great
signifiGance during the time of the DeSoto Patrol. This
action concurred in by" Chief, B2.

.L.
86-36

OltA ..TIEIt

B2314793S

~.'L""••••~C<.

IUSA/CHIEF, P21 PAGE

1
PAGES

Alii Nit.

AIiO Nit.

i:ERS TO ME.SAGIE

AGI

l21733Z

DTG

SUSPENSE

I



(confidential HVCCO until filled)

I

•
B
B2
B21
B22
823
B24
825
B26
B27
P2
P21
ADNS(;
AFSS/FM
ADP
J1li4
Pfl5
AUSLO
DRF
ASALNGP

COpy MR.

SAP

:'NSA25X3
NSA25X6

PACSCTRtllGN
AFSS FMi (CQURIER)

m
U5A-32,~-:J

DATE. 12 SEP 64

Ust-!-ri2hJ

OlRNAVSECGRU
I.Sb'TDIRNAVSECGRU (COURIER)
NSAPAC REP VlETNAV ¢
HQ NSAPAC

SOSW ()VI)

DlRNSA

U3N-4f,?F- I
CJG-R-~T-··~-A.C-···-

o

"CTION PRECEDI!NCE

L

NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 83
(Super"edu N221J1J REV JUN IU'0 II.. u.ed untIl e"II.u"edJ

• !: C ft E If' KlfLRQ

P214/(f1~55

HERDTI'm IS COLLECTION GUIDANCE FOR USN-467 PAPA DESOTO PATROL.

PART ONE: PRIMARY TARGETS

A. ~10RTH VIETNAMESE VOICE

L SEARCH 1~15fl MC VHF WITH SPECIAL EMPliASIS ON FIGHTER

Ac'nvrrr AND GROUND CONTROLLERS FROM THE FOLLOWING AIRFIELDS/

AREAS IN I INORTHYIETNAM. AS MANY AS FOUR

DIFFERM' FR S IN THE ABOVE BAND CAN BE ~PLOYED AT ONETIME:

.L.
86-36

OflA~T.fI flELEAllNG O~~ICEfI

s USA CHIEF P21 ..AGE ..AGEl

1 O~ 6
AGI Nfl.

AGO Nfl.

f/f:J"'14 12
fll!~.1III1 T IIA.- 121 Z

,. "01

DTG

SUSPENSE

I



(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NIA FORM NIIII REV AUG .,
C's."...••d•• N2211 RBV lUN IU'0 lie u.ed un'" .zIt-.•cO

.-.. - .., .... -"'"
~ ...~.. ".l'.,IJ .I no.. • IW • .0""

••CURITV CLA••IPICATION

CO"NR•

ACTION ~RIIEC--..c.

DATI.
,-

TCh

PHUC YEN NORTH VIETNAM (129.5 xeS)

5X3

125, 125.2¢, 129, 129.5, 143.25 AID 143 Me. PROBABLY ACTIVE
f

BETWEm 23"'-15.Z (VH"l'S 5_1~ APPLIES II PART).

2. SEARCH FOR VHN NAVAL RIT (SHIP TO SHIP, mIIP TO fIIORE).

VBN PA'l'ROL BOArS FMPLOY 607 (1.5 - 12 MC AM) AND 6f/19 (1-'156 MC AI!)-
fIPE RADIOS. SPECIAL BMFHASIS ON DRV lAVAL FA~ PATROL BOATS HOTED

JULY-AUG 64 OPERATDlG ON 131.~ AND 1.31.5 Me. BOATS WERE USDG

TACTICAL CALLS CCIIPRISDG 'NO-PART PLACE lAMES (E.G., lAM DDlH

CALtttfG SONG CAl. REFlmERCES TO USB OF 5.828 AID 125 Me HAVE ALSO

BEEN' NOTED. FISHIHG FLD'l' TRAWLERS DIPLOY HF VOICE D 3 Me RAIIGI.

iI

60 ..
D

~A.IE

DnlJlimrnlll'n'lln-------..&...-------------i 2
A.I NR.

- r .. .

.-.. - -., ..... ~.c..1
..., ......
"'" .IW.

A.D NR.

tJ9f/1l4/12......



(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 113
(Sup•••d•• N22BB REV /UN 61
to be u••d un'" .""eu.t.cO

.._- DATEI

1"'--- ----1

5X3

4. SEARCH 5~ - 1f'1q1 MC FOR Gel, AIR WARNING AND !AA

COMMUNICATIONS PROBABLY ON SINGLE CHANNEL VOICE. POSSlllLETHAT

SOME MULTICHANNEL ACTIVITY WILL BE HEARD. CALLSIGNS CAN BE

CODE WORD OR TWO DIGIT.

B. NORTH VIETNAME~L....- ~NtiA~ MORSE :

1. VH NAVY

VHNB 5f\1~ (NAVAL TRACKING NET), FREQ RANGE 24,f/I/J-77_ KC.

OBJECTIVE IS TO LOCATE OUTSTATIONS COPS AND TRACKING STATIONS.

2. AIR WARNING/DEFENSE

AAA - ASSOC (VHZB 5(11113). SUB-FILTER CENTERS '1'0 MAIN FILTER

.ENTER (VHZB 5(1l112). MIL REGION FOUR (SOUTHERN DRV) RADAR TRACKING

FACILITIES (VHZB 5(6602), DELTA AREA COUNTERPART (VHZB 5(6119, 5(612(6).

..AG••
D_!mlIP"P"1Ilon:rn~--------.L--------------__I ..AG.

:3 01" 6
AGI NR.

A80 NR.

f}9(1t1412

10

AUI

DTU

SUSPENSE



(confidential HVeeO until filled)
NSA FORM NUll REV AUG 13
(Sup._.d•• N2211 RBV /UN lSIto b. u••d unt" •••u."'"
ACTION PRBCIIDIINCE

.... DATE.

PART TWO: SECONDARY TARGETS. SEARCH FOR AFTER. PRIMARY TARGETS ON

A TIME AVAILABLE BASIS.

5X3

RTH VI ICHAlu~JI:I.LI

1. VB GIlOOIlD FORCES UllI'rS I!Ml'LOY IlO'l'II !IV/VHF R/'l'.r J
TSPmIAL

INTEREST IN SEARCH FOR RIT POSSIBLY EMPLOUD BY All UNITS IN RED

10

AOI

DTO
IUIPENIE



(confidential HVeeO until filled)
NSA FORM NUll REV AUG II CO~ NR.
(Super•••• N221111 RBV JUN '1'0 b. u.ed unfll e""eu.fecI)

ROllI DATE.

TO.

RIVER DELTA (APPROI 19:3flN TO 2(8:3(&N) • MAY USE R1~ (21 - 28. S Me

FM) WITH MORSE STANDBY COMMUNICATIONS.

2. SEARCH FOR LOW LEVEL DRV AND VC VOICE 2J/J - 88 MC (FM).

3ft VH

THESE TRAN9USSIONS ARE BELIEVED TO BE l!HANATDlG FROM A'!' LEAS'r

THE SOUTH" PORTION OF NOR~'V'J:I:l'N'AJ{ANDPOSSIBLY VINH LINH.

PAR'fi 'mREE: ELINTI ~ORTH VIETNAMESE

1. CONDUC'f GENERAL SEARCH THROUGHotrr FREQUENCY RANGE sf) -.1.,

75fl MC: R!C(IU) ANY NDl OR UNUSUAL SIGNALS AT HIGHEST SPEm

AVAILABLE.

2. SIdell FOR I ITRANSMISSIONS 595 - 625 MC.

Bt»9 TRANOOSSIONS FROM PROBABLY I IWED INT~EPl'ED

n 11 AIRBORNE COMMUNICATION RECONNAISSANCE PLATFORM ON 8/11

SEPl'EMBER•

:3. REQUES'r COMINT ALERT ELIRT WHEN COp· S IO'l"!D PASSING

SIGHTING REPORTS TO DETERMINE TYPES OF RADARS UTILIZED TO TRACK:

TARGETS OR WHEN VESSELS OBSERVED II VICINITY OF DESOTO.

PART FOUR: TECH SUPPORT TO BE SENT DIRECTLY TO USN-467P (USE

5X3

D"AI"T."

5 Oil' 6'Rln:raR"lnn...,III'r--------........---------------i ~A.. ~A••.
A.' "I'.

10
",GI

DTG

.U....N••



REQUEST PROVIDE NECESSARY TECH SUPPORT

(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM NU88 REV AUG 113
(Sup••e•• N:l:lBB Rav /UN ~l
fo b. u••d unfll .""eu.f.d)

ACTION PRKm2NC1E

DATE,

TOt
ROUTINE INDICATOR I IAS FOLLOWS:

1.. FORI IPR()y:r~~ TIroH SUPPORTI ----J

2. FOR I I PROVIDE TECH SUPPORT ON VHN TARGETS TO INCLUDE

VHNB Tm'A AND I ICRYPl'OSYSmJ:)A'i'.A.~ALSOPASS

LOCATIONS OF SURFACE SEARCH RADAR TRACKING COP I S FOR EMPHASIS ON

ELINT COLt~TION.

3., FORc=]
SFEC'IFICALLY INCLUDING VHTS/VRZB/VHAB TEXTA.

PART FIVE:

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FORWARDING/EVALUATING OF ABOVE INTERCEPT TO

FOLLOW.

lCOPV NR.

N

P.L.
86-36

5X3

w!1HID''P'''II'I1l'1mnr---------....L----------------! ~AGI:

DRAI"TI:R R .."' ..AIING OI"I"IC....

6 01" 6
.... MR.

"GO Mill.

III I: "1:"1

10

AOI

DTG
SUSPIENS.



\

NSA25X3

ADP
P05
P04
B
B2
B21
822
823
B24

.:8:25
B26
827
ORF
ADNSf..i

COpy HR.

DATEI 12 SEP 64

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC

.IL.;~'fDIRNAVSECGRU

P1\,(;~;,E;CRGN

nSA'J spA!:

~U
N::;APAC REP VIE'rNM1%

D···················

1 _

TOI USN -27
USN~2?J

....CTIOH PRECEDENCE

fit JOF: In
L·-~-)~-R-N-::3-A----L----------_--L_----~:'=':':-=--~-..,...Ei3I'O':;;;;;;==----

. (confidential HVCCO until filled),
"lSA FOR~I ,2;>88 REV AUG 63 I
(Supe""d",. N2l8H REV JUN 61
to b e used until eXhBLJst6d) "

--~~~=====*:::============~~~~~~~====~======

sEC R E r KIM~O
P.L. 86-36

B2(/1)I~(/1h~f:e4

eJ8"jECT: REPORTING OF COMHUNIST REACTIONS TO FORTHCOMING I
GULF or TONKIN DESOTO PATROL,

RE? P214/03S3!112117Z

1. CA.Ni\!OT, OF COURSE, PREDICT I ~RV REACTION TO

FORTHGGHINi,:, DE:SOTO PATROL IN GULF OF TONKIN, BUT, ASSUMING

SrI'UATION SIMILAR TO 2-4 AUGUST PATROL COULD ARISE, WISH TO

TAKE ADVANTAGE uF EXPERIENCE GAINED DURING THA'f CRISIS.

OR""'TE" REL.E"IINQ OF",ICIER RE:L.E"IEO AT

121915

1 5
F'ACOEI

AQI NR.

"COO NR.

09015 12

121 12
....GI

OTG

SUSPENSE

I



(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM NUll REV AUG II
t............ N2:l1l11 REV /UN .,'0". u.ed un'" ........teCO

CO~NR.

.....'*- DATil

20 FOR USI-27J~ ~UEST YOU ACCOMPLISH COMDll' ~UCT

REPORTING lAW ESTABLI9D!D PROCEDURESo DURING CRISIS USI-414T

ISSUED MULTITUDE OFI IMESSAGEEXTRACTS'WkfClt WOULD IIAU
SERVED INTELLIGENCE COMMUIITITES REBDS BE'l"UJl HAD THEY BEEN

REDUCED/CONVERTED TO NORMAL PRODUCT. SIGm PRODUCERS lEEDS

BEb"T MET THEN BY EImTRICAL FORWARDING OF ACTUAL MESSAGES AS

TECHNICAL FOLLOW-UPS TO SERIALIZED PRODUCT REPORTS. Rar

CERTAIN BUT BELIEVE USN-4J,4T ACTION MAY HAVE BEEN DUE.'fO

THEIR BELIEF SUCH FORWARDING NlI:ESSARY IN SUPPORT OF SSG/saJ

IITIAT RESPONSIBILITIES. DO NOT BELIEVE REFLECTIONS/REACTIOIS

TO DESOTO PATROL REQUIRE REPORTING IN II'l'IAT CIIARDLS. lEEDS

I REP VIETNAM AND COMUSlACV FOR THESE REFLECTIONS/RBACTIONS CAlI

BE SATISFIED BY REGULAR SERIALIZID PRODUCT REPORTING. REQUEST

NSAPAC REP VIE'i'NAM CONFIRM THIS BY RETURI MESSAGE•

.3" FOR1 1/ ~UEsr EVIRY EFFORT BE MADE TO PROVIDE

FASTBST ELlCTRICAL FORWARDING POSSIBLE or rULL TBCH DB'l'AILS

OF RELEVAN'r INTERCEPT ACC<JIPLISH!D BY QUEEN BKB: DELTA. FOR

EXAMPLE: DURIIG GDERAL PERIOD OF LAST GULF OF TOIlCIN CRISIS

5X3

2 OF 5
"IIi!DII'lR'l"1ll:tnnIll'l""'--------...L..---------------i ~A.. ~A.•.

A.I NR.

-
J

AGI

DTG

'U'~I!N'.



(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM NUll REV AUG .,
(Super•••• N2211 RBV /f/N til'0 be u••d un'" .""-."00

-
CO~NR.

..•0lIl DATE.

'TOI

QUEEN BEE DELTA HEARD I IBASlDrIGHTERSACTlVEON

VHF AT SAME TIME RADAR TRACKDG REPORTS SUGGESTEDIL....-__

FIGHTERS WERE MOYDG lITO NORm VIETNAM. RlCEIPl' BY

SIGIIT PRODUCERS OF FULL TEXT TRANSCRIPl' THIS rIGHTER VOICE

ACTIVITY WITH MINIMUM DBLAY WOULD HAVE MA'lIIlIAIJ,Y"AlCED

OUR CAPABIL:rrY TO ACCURATELY REPORT RAPIDLy DEVELOPING

EVENTS. REQUEST ALL TRAlSCRIP'l'SWHEI ELECTRICALLY

FORWARDED INCLUDE DIRKS! (DDIIOH AIm ZAD), I I
USA-32 AND I ~SADDEES. . PRECBDEHCE OF FOltWARDDfG

AT YOUR DISCRETION BASED ON cnmCALI'l'!' OF SITUATIOI/

DEVELOPMENTS. IF SIGDT PRODUCT ISSUBD BY YOU FORWARD

tRANSCRIPTS BY AT LEAST SAME PRECEDENCE AS USED FOR PRODUCT

REPORT.

4. FOR USK-27: REQUEST YOU RESUME ISSUAlfCE/OP DAILY

CHICOM/DRV DIGlBr - DESOTO PATROL (19S/1_18/13'16f6Z AUG

APPLIES).

S. PORI 1/ IN THE EVERT OP

ADDITIONAL FIGRTIR MOVIMEITS FROM CHINA INTO KORTH VIBTlAM:

5X3

n!UllID'II""'lnnrR'IR'I"--------.....L-------------~ ~A••
3 0 .. 5

A.' NR.

~A•••



INPO ....KBUCa PECIAL HMa.,ING

(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM NUll REV AUG II
(Super.... NJJa, Rav JUN lSI
1o be u••cI unt" ......u.,.cIJ

ACTION "Ra:--..c1E

t ••_

TO.

8.CUIII.TY CLAU.P.CAT.ON

DATE.

HOPEFUL MORE RAPID RESOLtrrION OF MOVDmNTs/nFALSEn MOVEMENTS

POSSIBLE THAN WAS S(J(ET!MES mE CASE DURDG LAST CRISIS.

RAPID MOVEMENTS OF RELEVANT TECHNICAL ·DATA TOI IFORALL .
INDICATIONS APPARENT IN VII AIR MATERIAL AID TO I IPOi

ALL INDICATIONS APPARENT INI ImfMATERIAL IS, OF COORSE,

ESSENTIAL (REQUEST DIRKSA DDI lOR, A(II BE ADDEI AIJ.,

FORWARDING). DFCAR FOR VB AIR PROBLDI AS ESTABLISHED MY

B2tt5/3fl3-64 SHOULD BE MOST HKLPFm. IN ·THIS REGARD BtFr D

ImlEMELY TElfSE AND FAST MOVING SITUATION VERY TDllLY TECH

FOLLOW-UP REPORTING '1'0 SERIALIZIm PROOOOl REPORTIlG ESSEITIAL

WITH DFCAR, IN THIS SITUATION, PIlOVIDDG ROUTINE DAILY WUP-UP- .

\JF TECH DATA AND ACTY IN ~m.Ismm, FORMATTED REPORT.

SUGGEST WHERE RESOLUTIOIf OFACTY REQUiREs TECHNICAL JUDe MENT

BASED ON BOTH VB/ANDOm AcTIVITY tUxnruM USE BE HADE BY

I 10F TELECOM EXCHANGES. NSA WILL DO ALL POSSIBLE

TO ASSIST IN THIS REGARD.

6. FOR ALL ADDlES: IN DIsmIBtJ'fiON OF SIGIRT PRCJ)UCT

COJrrAINING RlFLmrIOIs/RIlCTIORS '1'0 DDlTO PATROL ISSIITIAL

TO ASSORB THAT FOLLOWING ARE INCLUDED -AS ADDDS (lIRITING

5X3

DIII ..P,..III

I

''i5�'l!UII .."1IIW'In'....---------'----------------i ~A••
4 OP 5

A.I NIII.



(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM NZZII REV AUG lIlIrSvp••••• N22•• RBV JUN 'I'0 b. u••d untl' ."'.u.fed)

CO~NR.

_::-------.a--------J:.-----l1IllI'IHiiitR5Jl""'- -.... DATE.

TOt

IN WHERE NECESSARY):

USN-467 PAPA (USE ROmING INDICATOR 1'---_
CINCPACFLT USlf-27

.L.
86-36

DNSA25X3

COMSEVErftHFLT

CTF 77

COMIAVFORJAPAN

C<JmAVPHIL

ALL CVA NSG-DE'lS WBS'TPAC

~UEST 1 ImVISE ALL\PIELD STATIORS lOT ADDlmSOP

THIS MOO TO ASSURE INCLUSION\'1'HESE ADDEIS IN ANY SIGnrI'

PRODUCT THEY MAY ISSUE RELATIIG !O DEOO'l'O PATItOL. ALL-
.a:SSAGES SENT IN SUPPORT OF DESOTO PATROL MUS'!' BE SENT !O

USN-467 PAPA (ROU'l'ING INDICATORI Ill'LAGGBD "DESO'1'O

SUPPORT" • INCLUDE, AS INFO ADDEES ALL SUCH SUPPORT

XESSAGES: USN-27,1 _
.--------------------------------------------------------------------M/ft: This _8l1age prondes general reporting gu1dance to

field unitll for forthcami.ng DeSoto Patrol in GW.f of Tonkin.

'RlallR"nIlnn:nnr----------.L...---------------1 ~A.. ~A•••
S OP S

A.I N".
A.O N".

ao
Aell

DTeI

'U'~.N'.



(confiderltial HVCCO until filled)
.... SA FOR"" N22BB REV AUG 63
(SIIP".80d.... "i2:lRB REV JUN 61
'0 br """d un'" """'''II''ed)

ACTION PRECEDBNCE

F'ltlOflITf

OIRN5A

<:CNCPAC

rsro <.INCPAl:fl..T
HQ NSAPAC
JI1~APAC REP PHIL

\ msmc R~Y:'T~
u[}f.NAVSECGftUPAC

DATE. 12 SEP 64

USN-27
Jl5.'_27,1

I I

5=!
SU§LO (M)

ADP
P05
P¢4
B
B2
B22
82)
B26
DRF
AUSLO

ION

•

P.L. 86-36

5 ~ C R ~ T KfMB6

B~Ql5/.~~-64

SUful<::CT. POSI'rION REPORTS FROM DESOTO PATROL

L OOR .SlGINT SUPPORT TO THE DESOTO PATROL ITSELF, AND TO

THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY AT LARGE, COULD BE SUBSTANTIALLY

ENHANCED sr RECEIPI' OF PERIODIC POSITION REPORTS OF DESOTO

5X3

NSA25X6

RECEIPI' SUCH REPORTS ON TIMELY BASIS CORRELATION OF THIS

INFORMATION WITH SIGHTING REPORTS PASSED ON VARIOUsl'----_----'

NORTH VIE:TND!ESE COMMUNICATIONS COULD THEN READILY BE MADE.

IIlATROL VES6'ELS.

~O'fH DESTROYERS.

IDEAL WOULD BE HOURLY POSITION REPO;RTS FOR

IF SELECTED FIELD STATIONS COULD BE IN

I
IT WOULD THEN BE POSSIBLE TO KNOW WITH VIRTUAL CP.TAINTY

THAT COMMUNIST SIGHTINGS, AND INDICATED INTENTION TO COUNTPE

THE SIGf{TED VESSEL, WAS A REFERENCE TO THE DESOTO PATROL

DIU,I'TI:" .. I:LI:A.INII O ....ICI:.. "I: LI:A.I:D AT

122"

Alii NIII.

2

iI
~AIIE.

IUEI'II:I". T

-~DTG

SUSPENSE

I

ME ••AOI:

AOO NA.

9Je]"17 12



(confidential HVCCO until filled) •
DATEI

INFO PRI!CII!DENCI!

NSA ~-O"'M '12~88 REV AUG 113
(Sup.,n .. ,I,·" IY2:lRB REV /UN 61
to b .. ,u.ed lin'" ."rhauR'.d)

ACTION PRItCItDIINCIt

--------~---------.J....-------"'T1alI~m:ImIl=:__---

TOI

VF. ·).'=.E1.~: A5 OPPOSED TO Alll/ALL OTHER

IfF. :)SE!..":" ON WH IeH SIGHTING REPORTS ARE ROUTlNEl,l PASSED AND

1NTEkGEf'rrm•

z, BU'L ...)NS/PROCE;;SING CENTERS WITH TIMELY NEED FOR THE

INf.'OffMAf"HJt'l A.Rg~ I lDDIllN'SA~ USN-27, USN-27J,

ALTHO AT LEAST HOURLY

f"j:.H.-r ll,iN REPORTS PREFERRED 1I REGULAR POSITIONREPOR'rSAT

LV~JGf.o~~ TIME INTERVALS WOULD BE HELPFUL IF HOURLY REPORTS
NSA25X3

TOO BURDENSOME OR OTHERWISE NOT POSSIBLE.

J ., IF ron CONCUR, REQUEST NECESSARY ACTION TO PROVIDE

C(J~ENC; !NG WI'IH ARRIVAL AT BEGINNING OF TRACK ON 15 SEP.

4IL--- ._ .. ---------------
M/R:: Tnis me.:5sage requests CINCPAC to arrange tor hourly
yoaition reports on DeSOto Patrol vessels in order that
muimum SIGINT support can be provided.

NSA25X6

iii

2 0" 2
'iiOcmmi'P"llI'l1fRTArr----------...L-----------------1 PAIIE PAGEl

Alii N".

AIIO NR.

09017/12
"."1:"1 TO ME IAIIE.)0

lIIIIIIIG'
DTG

SUSPENSE



•
ADP
Pf}5
1204
P2
P21
P212
f'214
B "''''"". NSA25X3
B2 NSA25X6
B22
B23
B26
ADNSG
ASALNGP
OP-922Yl
AUSLO
DRF

COPY NR.

DATE. 13 SEPI'EJmER 1964

uSH.;;;626
USM-626J

EJ ·

INFO PRECEDeNCE

DIRNSA

SUSLOlM)
I--__.........__.....NSAPAC REP ~:E'l'NAM)9Y

JSA-~2

USA-57
OSM-9

NSA Ff)~'" N2211 REV AUG 13
(SUP"'ud,,. N:l288 REV /UN 61'0 It. ,,,. "d un'II "lilt"u.'.d)

TO:

ACTION PAI!CEDl!NCE

-eIdOlH

'unci assifi.d until filled)

, (1 p a E e ft E 'l'feeMBff afJAfirmtS

B2f/o5tn(/J-64

SUB';:: .lS-IS SEPr DESOTO PATROL IN GULF OF TONKIN

_'OLLOWING ALTERS TRACK INDICATED IN MY P2l4/~J5J/112117Z:

PATRot. wrLL BE CONDUCTED lAW FOLLOWING ITINERARY (TRACK AS

STATED IN P214/~J53 EXCEPr FOR POINTS GOLF AND HOTEL WHICH WILL

NOT BE USED) =

(1) D DAr - 15 SEPI': COMMENCE PATROL. PATROL BETWEEN POINTS ALFA

BRA110 j CHARLIE AND DELTA.

(2) C DAY PLUS ONE: PATROL BETWEEN POINTS DELTA, ECHO AND FOxTllOT

0) D OAt PLUS 'lWO: PATROL BETWEEN POINTS DELTA, CHARLIE, BRAVO

P.L. 86-36

I

DRAFTER " ..LII.A••NG O ....ICER RELEASED AT

D. C. LANG LTCOL U
1 11

1 OF 2
AGI NR.

AGO NR.

REFE"'S TO MESSAGE

e·o
AGI

DTG

SUSPF.:NSF.

RANDl.E VIA COlIlXI' CH Ulmi:l.S OW:br
1;3120;3z

I



\unclassified until filled)
NSA FOR'" "12211 REV AUG II
(sup....." .. NU88 RBV JUN U
to be ueed until ."".u.,.dj

DATE.

TO.

AND A!Jo'A. WITHDRAW FROM GULF OF TONIIN .ARD TERMINATE PATROL.

l'ATJiUL IS TO BE ADJUSTED AT THE DISCRETION OF mE

PATRCJL COMMANDER IN ORDER TO EFFECT PATROL AS DESCRIBED ABOVE AND

IE'l' ALLOW FOR MAXIMUM FLEXIBILI'l'Y TIKEWISE TOWARDS MAXIMUM ALL

SOURCE 1NTELLlGENCE COLLECTION.

COPY MI'. •

- ._------- --------------------------------------------------------
M/F. ~ h'orides information needed by field. stations am processing
ct\n!ier':~ r-.e.ga.rding track to be used by Gulf of Tonkin Desoto Patrol
trhi eh iF to t:\1IIIIlence on 15 September Saigon Time.

DRA ..TIER

IIA ••
'i51rc'iJiRA"l"'1IDnmnr--------J"-----------"1 2 D"

IIA•••

2
A.I MR.

A.D MR.

AGI

DTG

IUSJlFN••

I

ff:AImLE nA CaaNT CHANNELS ONLY j



ZSL DESPS139U253¢

RUEPCR

DE RUEPCR ¢65 13/184¢Z

Z 131836Z ZFF3

FM JCS

TO RUHPA/CINCPAC

INFO ZEM/CNO

RUH PB/CINC PAC FLT

RUATUL/COMSEVENTHFLT

RUEHCR/AMEMB SAIGON

RUEMCR/CTF 77

CUMCCR/CTG 77.6

RWEWCR/COMDESDIV P2

RUECCR/USS MORTON

RUECCR/USS RICHARD S EDWARDS

BT

'Of 0 E eRE ~ uCS 8609 CHAIRMAN SENDS

SUBJECT: DESOTO PATROL

REFERENCE: 8518-64 DTG 1¢/2339Z SEP (NarAL)

L AS RESULT OF HIGH LEVEL WASHINGTON CONFERENCE ON

SITUATION SVN, IT IS DESIRED THAT CAPABILITY TO POST­

PONE SCHEDULED DESOTO PATROL BE ESTABLISHED. DECISION

TO PROCEED OR POSTPONE WILL BE TAKEN IN WASHINGTON BY

18r/J¢ HOURS EASTERN DAYLIGHT TIME 14 SEPTEMBER.

2, REQUEST YOU ESTABLISH POSITIVE CONTROL AND ADVISE

LATEST TIME YOU MUST HAVE DECISION IN ORDER FOR

PATROL TO WITHDRAW PRIOR TO REACHING POINT ALPHA. GP 3

BT

I



DE YHLANA 14/f/J625Z SEP

til ZKZK PP SOA DE

P 140623Z

FM CINCPAC

TO DIRNSA

CINCPACFLT

INFO DIRNAVSECGRUPAC

•

o
NSAPAC REP VIETNAM~

USN-27

USN-27J

SUSLO (M)

HQ NSAPAC

e NSAPAC REP mIL

USA-32

S Ben B 'Y' KllfBO DESOTO PATROL - GULF OF TONKIN

A, DIRNSA B2f/J5/¢6-64 DTG 122¢2f/Jz

1, REP A SUGGESTED DESOTO PATROL MAKE HOURLY POSIT REPORTS

IF' POSSIBLE IN ORDER RELATE THEM WITH COMMUNIST SIGHTING REPORTS

AND INDICATED INTENTIONS TO COUNTER SIGHTED VESSEL.

2.- DESOTO PATROL WILL OPERATE UNDER EMCON CONDITIONS DURING

tit SOKE 'PHASES OF P..ATROL NEGATING TRANSMISSION POSIT REPORTS DURING

TI-IESE PERIODS.

'NSA25X3
NSA25X6

P.L.
86-36

I

I



3. DESOTO PATROL UNITS EMBARKED COMINT CAPABILITY PERMITS

RECEIPT OR VARIOUS SIGHTING REPORTS AND ~ IINTENTIONS ,

BASED C; THIS WOULD APPEAR THAT INFO DESIRED BY REF A COULD/BE

FULFILLED AS FOU.OWS ~

An DESOTO PATROL UNIT RECEIVES ~L....-_----JISfc:HTING REPORTS

AND EQUATES THEM WITH HER POSIT.

B. IF SIGHTING REPORT AND RELATED ENEMY INTENTION TO

COUNTER MSG JIBES WITH DESOTO PATROL POSIT, DESOTO UNIT

WILL BREAK EMCON AND GIVE POSIT, COURSE, AND SPEED WITH

TIME TO ALCON PATRICULARLY ADDEES PROVIDING S!GINT SUPPORT.

C. IF SIGHTING REPORTS AND/OR ~ IINTENTION TO

COUNTER MSGS DO NOT JIBE WITH DESOTO PATROL SHIP POSIT DESOTO

UNIT WILL REMAIN SILENT. FROM THIS SILENCE INTERES'FED ADDEES

CAN DEDUCE THAT SIGHTING REPORT AND/OR N~ IINTENTION

TO COUNTER DO NOT EQUATE WITH DESOTO.

D. WHENEVER DESOSO UNIT IS REQUIRED TO TRANSMIT SHE WILL

INCLUDE HER POSIT, COURSE, SPEED, AND TIME.

40 BELIEVE PROCEDURE OUTLINED IN PARA WILL MEET REQUIREMENT

IN REF A.

5. FOR CINCPACFLT. REQUEST DESOTO UNIT CARRY OUT INTENT OF PARA

NSA25X3



\

I

DE RUEPCR ¢96 14/1955Z

Z 141952Z ZFF6

FM JCS

TO RUHPA/CINCPAC

INFO ZEN/CNO

RUHPB/CINCPACFLT

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV

RUATZL/COMSEVENTHFLT

RUEPCR/DIRNSA

RUEPIA/CIA

RUEHCR/AMEMB SAIGON

RUMFUI/CTG 77

RUMGCR/CTG 77.6

RUMGCR/COMDESDIV 52

RUMGCR/USS MORTON

RUMGCR/USS RICHARD S. EDWARDS

RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE

ZEN/SECDEF

RUEHCR/STATE DEPT

BT

~ 0 p ~ E eRE T JCS 8625 JCS SENDS.

SUBJECT~ DESOTO PATRO~ REF: JCS 86¢9 DTG 131836z

DECISION IS TO PROCEED WITH EXECUTION OF DESOTO PATROL,

HOWEVER, YOU ARE AUTHORIZED DELAY EXECUTION OF PATROL UP

TO 24 HOURS. REQUEST YOU ADVISE JCS IF LONGER DELAY IS

REQUIRED AND WHEN PATROL COMMENCES. ~

BT

•

I



DE RUEPeij 130 15/18552

o 1518542

FM JCS

INFO RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE

RUEPCR/NSA

RUEHCR/STATE

RUEPIA/CIA

o 1511552

FM CTU 77.6.6

TO AIG 181

ZEN/CTF 77

ZEN/CTG 77.6

INFO ZEN/TU 77.6.6

ZEN/CTF 76

RUWDAF/MOPHOTO PAC

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV

ZEN/NAVCOMMSTA PHIL

RUMJIR/AMEMB SAIGON

BT

5 :I!: CitE 'f

DESOTO PATROL OPSUM ~

A. JCS 1419522

B. CINCPACFLT 1323112

C. COMSEVENTHFLT 1206332

1. 152000H POSIT 16-55N 108-23E. BOTH SHIPS FUELED BY CTG 77.6

AND NOW HAVE 94 PER CENT ON BOARD. WEATHER AND SEA CONDITIONS

MUCH IMPROVED. I



I

2. INTEND SET EMCON AT 1524¢0H EXCEPr FOR 1",,---_......1AND SURFACE

RADAR NAVIGATIONAL SWEPS.

PAGE 2 RUMFCR B ~ E C R l T

3. UN"':'")IR ~NTEND CROSS LAT 17-'/J¢N AT 16¢6¢¢H AND COMMENCE

ASSIGNED PATROL AT 160740H IN CONSONANCE WITH REFS ALFA, BRAVO,

CHARLIE.

8P-'

BT

•
NSA25X3



(confidentiahRVCCO until filled)

IBUTION

NSA25X3
NSA25X6

B
B2
B22
B26
P¢4
P¢5

NONE

DATE: 15 SEPI'EMBER 1964

HQ NSAPACIDIRNAV1GRUPAG

INFO: USN-27
USN-27J
USM-626J
NSAFAC BEp .TApAN

SEC RET KIMED

NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61
to be used until exhausted)

TO: USN-467P

I\.CTION PRECEDENCE

PRIORITY

__ ROM1 DIRNSA

B261/537/(.4

SUBJECT: DESOTO SUPPORT

1. IF INDICATIONS IN THE VHNAH-3 TRACKING CODE DURING THE UPCOMING

DESOTO PATROL ARE COMPARABLE TO THE 31 JULY - 2 AUGUSr PERIOD THE

FIRST SURFACE RADAR TRACKING OF THE PATROL WILL BE REPORTED FROM

-VINH SON WHO IS PRESENTLY USING TX CALLSIGN C5VP. AS THE PATROL

MOVES NORTH A RADAR STATION IN THE VICINITY OF CAP ST ANNE WITHTX

CALLSIGN PSPJ AND AN OBSERVATION POST ON HON MATT WITH T,X CALLSIGNS

JB3K WILL PROBABLY REPORT ITS POSITION. (JB3K IS PROBABLY A VISUAL

SIGHTING STATION.) AS THE PATROL MOVES NORTH A RADAR STATION AT

MY DUC WITH TX CALL 9WPU WILL PROBABLY TRACK AND REPORT ITS POSITION .L. 86-36

ETC.

CRAFTEA RELEASINC OFFICER RELEASEC AT

PAGES

ACI NR.

AGO NR.

REFERS TO MESSAGE

AGO
.GI

OTG

SUSPENSE

N
o

N
E I



(confidential HVCCO untilfillecl)
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 83
(Supersedes N2288 REV /UN 61
to be used until e1Chauded)

ACTION PA.CIIDl!NCE

DATEI

COPY Nil'.

TO.

2. WHEN THE INSTALLATION OF SURFACE RADAR WAS BEING PLANNED IT SEEM

THE MILEAGE OF THE COASTLINEI AMESE

BORDER WAS DIJIDED BY THE RELIABLE EFFECTIVE RANGE OF THE SURFACE R AR

TO BE ERECTED. THIS IS APPARENTLY CONFIRMED FROM THE DISTANCES 1m'tW$l!:N

KNOWN LOCATIONS OF THE SURFACE RADAR, VIZ., THE DISTANCE BETWEEN

VINH SON AND A SITE IN THE VICINITY OF CAPE 51 ANNE IS 70 MILES, AND

FROM THIS SITE TO MY DUC IS 7f/J MILES, FROM MY DUC TO DO SON PENINS

IS 70 MILES WITH EACH STATION OVERLAPPING THE ONE ON EITHER SIDE OF

IT. THE RELIABLE EFFECTIVE RANGE FOR THIS TYPE OF RADAR IS APPROX

.35 MILES. THE DISTANCE FROM VINH SON TO THE 17TH PARALLEL IS 7f/J M

BUT A SURFACE RADAR IS NOT IN '!'HIS AREA EVEN THOUGH THE PA'l'TERN OF

.NOWN SURFACE RADAR STATION SITES SUGGESTS THAT ONE SHOULD BE LOCAT

HERE. THE INSTALLATION OF SURFACE RADAR HERE MAY HAVE BEEN LEFT FOR

A FurORE DATE BECAUSE OF ITS PRESENT VULNERABILITY TO ATTACK FROM

sotJ'!'H VIETNAMESE JUST ACROSS THE BORDER. NOTHING IS KNOWN ABOUT

NORTH VIETNAMESE SURFACE RADAR 1 --

MOST INTERESTED IN COLLECTION OF ANY EMISSIONS FROM ISLE DU KERSAINT

5X3

21-22N If/J7-57E AND PERHAPS THE ISLAND OF KAOTO 21-¢lN If/17-5f/1E AND

".L......ING O ....IC."

... GI N".

~"'GIl'

42 0 ..
D C"Dc5iCtJ'lllIP'nr.nfRTA1I:----------.L...---------------i ~"'GII

AGO N".

"IU'I:'" T

/- 30

AGI

DTG

SUSPENSE



(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 83 COpy MR.
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61
to be used untl t exhau Bled)

ACTION PRECEca.CE INFO PRECEDENCE

_::------------L--------.--....l.------------.---,.;r.~I:':Z:~----

.-ROM. DATEr

TOr

S~APAK WAN 20-57N 107-46E.

3. THERE ARE ADDITIONAL RADAR SITES OTHER THAN THOSE LISTED WHICH

70 MILES APART, AND BECAUSE OF LAND MASSES BLOCKING THE LINE OF SIGH

A SUSPECTED SITE ON LONG CHAU (ISLE NORWAY) IS LOGICAL BECAUSE THE

RADAR LINE OF SIGHT FROM DO SON PEN~SULA IS BLOCKED BY LAND FOR

SHIPS ENTERING HA LONG BAY.

4. IN ADDITION TO RADAR, THERE ARE A FEW VISUAL SIGHTING COPS BUT

NOT SEEM TO BE MORE THAN 12 COPS IN OPERATION BY THE NORTH VIETN.tU"J..[:.uJ!'

tOLLOWING ARE TWO PREVIOUSLY UNRBPORTED SURFACE RADAR LOCATIONS ALON

WITH THEIR TRANSMITTING CALLS:

SOGI POSSIBLY ON DO SON PENINSULA 20-41N 1~-47E

ZSLH POSSIBLY ON ISLE NORWAY 20-37N 107-10E

5.

THE COPS TRACK THEIR OWN PATROL AND TORPEDO BOATS AS WELL A

5X3

ENEMY SHIPS 0 IT CAN BE DE'l'ERMINED FROM THE MESSAGES HOW MAY BOATS

RELEASItD AT

iI

4
PAGES

3 O~
DOC

PAGE
DOC1u;;m;I"f""Q1"f1m~-----_L--------------i

AGr HR.

AGO HR.

RE~EPlS TO MESSAOE

ClO

AOI

DTG
SUSPENSE



(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 83 COpy MI'.
(Supersedes N22BB REV /UN 61
to be used until exhausted)

ACTION PFUECEDltNCE INFO PRECI!:DENCE

-=---------&.----------l---------nD't'lllilEi'l''iON---
,-ROMs DATEI

TO.

ARE IN A GIVEN TARGET SIGHTING AND IF THE QUANTITY OF PATROL BOATS CEEDS

THAT WHICH MIGHT BE CONSIDERED AS A ROUTINE SHADOWING OPERATION IT

MAY INDICATE AN IMMINENT ATTACK. PRIOR TO THE ATTACK ON 2 AUGUST TR CKING

MESSAGES GIVING THE MADDOX'S POSITION WERE IDENTIFIED WITH A DINOME

OF 62 IN THE A2AB POSITION, THE DRV PI' BOATS WERE IDENTIFIED WITH

58 AS A2AB, A GENERAL CATEGORIZATION OF NON WARSHIPS WAS IDENTIFIED

WITH 0f/J AS A2AB

M/R: Support to forthcoming DeSoto PatroL Priority precedence
employed due to need for timeliness in receipt of this information.

..KLKAIlI:D AT

"'AGES

44 0 ..
DOC

"'AGK
OO'Ciin'll'"f;l"P""Q1.-nT1'rr-------L..--------------1

AGI N" •

.. 11: .. 11: ..1 T hlESIAGK

GO

AGt

DTG

SUSPENSE



i

P.L. 86-36

:;:i"NSA2 5X 3

NSA25X6

P2
P21
PZ12
P214
P¢4
P05
B
82
B21
B22
B23
B24
B25
B26
C15
D31
D32
D33
ADNSG
AF?9 FM
ASALNGP
AUSLO
DRF
OP-922Yl
P¢55

ISTRIBUTION

COpy HR.

counTT elIANNBLS

DATEz 15 SEP 64

USN-27J
USN-27

NSAPACREP mn,
PACOM ELINTcENTER
St.JSLO (M)
NSAPACREP VIETNAM (C)
I I

PRIORITY

DIRNSA

USM-626

AFSS FM
~Q NSAPAC
I I

DIRNAVSECGRU
DIRNAVSECGRUPAC
ASSTDIRNAVSECGRU
CGUSASA

I PACSC'I'YR6~
I I

INFO~

NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61
to be used until exhausted)

TO:

.....CTION PRECEDENCE

\unclassified until filled)

USAFSS

T Q 'P a E Q RET QOHINT QIIMHJELS

P214/¢366

Ao JCS 1516572 CITE 8663

Bo MY 1420422 P055/292-64

L REF A1FA REPORTS DESOTO PATROL NOW SCHEDULED TO COMMENCE OPER-

ATION ONE HOUR AFTER SUNRISE 17 SEP LOCAL TIME.

DRAFTER RELE.ASING OFFICER RELEASED AT u

HIEF, P214 46885
152150

PAGE

1 OF 2
PAGES

AGI NR.

AGO NR.

¢9250 15
e::ERS TO MESSAGE

.....GI

DTG

SUSPENSE

Ilil:UBLE 'lIt COMlfff CHAftm::S eMLY
1522¢Ql2

I



lunclossified until filled)
NSA FOR'~ ,"2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV fUN 61
to be Wi ed unt II exha usted)

....CTION PRECEDENCE

COpy HR.

RIBUTIOH

•
DATE:

TO:

PATROL WILL BE CONDUCTED ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWING SCHE!JUT....Ec

ARRIVE DEPART

POINT A 1623482

POlm' D 17~957Z

roIN'f D 1723442

POINT F 18¢955Z

POINT D 1823442

POIWf A 19¢949Z

M/R; Provides additional data on DESOTO PatroL

..... GES

2

u

2 OF

..... GE

DOCUMENT MARKING

DR"'FTER

n;;;;=n;u;;'NT""i:I.n5"1Ilmri'!"""" I_R_E_L_E_...._S_IH_G_O_F_F_'C_E_R -tl-

R

-

E

-

L

-

E

-. "_S_E_D_..._T _

AGI HR.

"'GO HR.

2 1
REFERS TO MESS"'GE_0
....GI

DTG

SUSPENSE

I

T

HlHIl3Ui VIA GOHIPrF GIIANNSLS ONt¥'

,

I



(confidential HVCCO until filled)

I
"""'''''i'NSA25X3

NSA25X6

,BUTION

P2
P21
P21.4
P¢4
Ns
13
B2
B21
B22
B23
B24
B25
B26
B27
ADNSG
AFSS PM
ASALNGP
ADP
AUSLO
DRF
P215

NONE

DATE: 16 SEPT 64

CH ASAPAC
PEC

USM..9
USM-626
USM-626J

_-----oJI /

OSA-57

I ~

OSN-?/
QSN.o;,;;27J
USA-32

I I

I I

ROUTINE

SUSLO (M)
USAFSS
PACSCTYRGN
AFSS PM (COURIER)

SEC ft E ~ K~Q

NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61
to be used untJ1 exhausted)

ACTION PRECEDENCE

_ ROUTINE

'ROMs DIRNSA

ro, USN-467P I
I IL...---

INFO~ DIRNAVSECGRUPAC
DIRNAVSECGRU
ASSTDIRNAVSECGRU (COURIER)
NSAPAC REP VIEI'NAM (C)
UO NSApAC

P214/0371

.EPTEMBER DESOTO PATROL

FORWARDING/EVALUATION INSTRUCTIONS. FLAG ALL INTERCEPT DESOTO.

Ao MM DISTRIBUTION:

(1) IUNCODED I COPIES 1 AND 2 TO NSA, ATTN: B22.

.L. 86-36

I I
COPY 3 TOUNCODED, ,
corr 4 TO I UNCODED

COPY 5 TO USN-27.

RETAIN REMAINDER.

..ltLlt .... ltD "'T

CH ., P214 46888 PAGES

AQI NPl •

... GO NR.

REFERS TO MESSAGE

09078/16_:;0
AGI

OTG

N
o

N
SUSPENSE E



(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM N22aa REV AUG 63
(SupersedeR !V2288 REV J UN 61
to be used u nt l l exhausted)

SECURITY CLASSIFiCATION •
ACTION PRECEDENCE

TO:

INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL H .HOLING

DATE:

IBUTION

(2) VI-\. COPIES 1 AND 2 TO NSA 9 ATTN~ B260

COpy 3 TO USM:-626J

CUP1 4 TO USM-9

COpy 5 (VRS/N) TO USN~27

COPY 6 TO USN-414

B, R/T MULTICHANNEL DISTRIBUTION~

(1) ~. ALL TAPES TO I l.A.m~ I
"---;:==-----,.;;"

(2 ) VB; ALLI !tOUSM-626J, ALL 1 - ....1TO USA-32.

Co ALL ELINT MATERIAL TO PACOM ELINT CENTER.•

Do FOR ALL; FOR PURPOSES OF THIS PATROL, REQUEST ANY ELECTRICAL

_ORRESPONDENCEWITH NSA INCLUDE DDl'S ZULU LIMA ALFA, ALF.AOSCAR

HOTEL AND HOTEL INDIA INDIA.

Eo EVALUA'rION INSTRUC'l'IONS~

( 1 ) FOR I I/HEQUEST YOU PROCESS ALL 1 1INTERCEPT

IMMEDIATELY AFTER RECEIPT AND PROVIDE EVALUATION ELECTRICALLY TO

DIRNSA, ATTN; P21 AND B220 UPON COMPLErION TRANSCRIBING, FORWARD 2

COPIES OF TRANSCRIPTS TO DIRNSA, ATTN~ B22, ONE COPY TRANSCRIPT TO

5X3

DRAFTER

DOCUMENT MARKING

REFERS TO MESSAGE

e:;O
AGI

OTG

SUSPENSE

I

RELEASING OFFICER RELEASED AT

AGI NR.

AGO NR.

8 16

PAGES



(confidential HVeeO until filled)
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63
(Supeuede. N2288 REV /UN 61
to be u"ed until e7thau"ted)

ACT.ON P"BCEOmtCE

TOr

'NFO PRIECBDBoICE

DATEr

COpy MR.

(2) FOR USM-626J/USA-32. UPON COMPLE'fIONTR.A,NSCRIBING, FORWARD
"

GIST ELECTRICALLY AND HARD COPIES OF 'l'RAISCRIPTS TO DIRNSA, A'l'TN:

B26; ONE COP! TOONECOPrTOUSK';;9fONECOPrWtl/S TO

USN-27; ONE COPY VHA/T/V/Z TO USA-57. HOLD TAPES MINIMUM 9fl DA.YS

BEFORE ERASURE.

(3) FOR U~-626J: REQUEST YOU PROVIDE EV.ll-UATION VHM INTERCEPT AS

EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE AFTER MCEIPT AND FORWARD ELECTRICALLY TO

,PIUS!, !'l'TN: P21, B26 A,NDNSAPAC REP 'VIETNAM4
(4) FORI I REQUEST YOU PROVIDE EVALUATION WAIT/VIz INTERCEPr

r~S EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE AF'l'ER RECEIPT AND FORWARD ELECTRICALLY

TO DIRNSA, AftN: P21, B26 AND NSAPAC REP VIETNAM (C).

( 5) FOR USN-27: REQUEST YOU PROVIDE EVALUATION VHll/S INTERCEpt' AS

EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE AFTER RECEIPT AND FORWARD ELECTRICALLY TO

DIRNSA, A'l'TB~ P21, B26 AND NSAPAC REP VIETNAM (C).

(6) FOR PACOM ELIIT CENTER: REQUEST EVALUATION DESOTO PATROL TAXE

UPON COMPLETION ANALYSIS. FORWARD TO,DIRNSA, ATTN: C15, B22, B26,

~SAPAC REP VIETNAM;6' AND I__----l

5X3

NSA25X6

D'U."TIt"

r,O
AG.

DTG

SUSPENSI!

"ItLItA.,NG O .....CIE"

PAGIt PAGIEI

3 0.. 4
AGI HI'.

AGO N".



(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FOR,-' N2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV fUN 61
to be used unt t t exhausted)

ACTION PRECEDENCE

DATE:

•
IBUTION

TO:

(7) FOR DIRNAVSECGRUPAC~ REQUEST DIRNSA (P2l, B22 AND B26) BE

PROVIDED A COpy OF NAVSECGRUDET SIGINT OPERATIONS REPORT UPON

COMPLETION OF PATROL

CONCUR: 1L...- ----'r~ftTbDii~~~i~)

SHOWN TO; IADNSG

t ····························•············· P . L . 86-36

M/R. Tb i s message provides forwarding and evaluation instruction
for September DESOTO Patrol to units concerned.

DRAP'TEI'!

DOCUMENT MARKING

REFERS TO MESSAGEe;O
AGI

DTG

SUSPENSE

I

REL.EASING OFFICER



DTG

_~O

AGI

(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORt" "'2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV fUN 61
to be used unt II exhausted)

ACTION PRECEDENCE

PRIORITY

DlRNSA

TO: U3N-4t7P

INFO~ lJ::3N-27
USN-27J
USM-62[J
HQ NSAPAC
NSAPAC REP PHIL
NSApA0 REP VIETNAM (C)
I I

8 E r,; gET KTMBO

B261/54(/1/[4

SUBJ~ DESOTO SUPPORT

OR"'FTER

REFERS TO ....ESS ... GE

N
o

N
SUSPENSE E

I

NONE

DATE: 16 SEPTEMBER 1964

!'tEL.E ...SING OFFICER

IBUTtON

REL.E"'SEO "'T

161735

"GI NR •

... GO NR.

09117/16

161810z

.L.
86-36

•



(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV jUN 61
to be used until exhaullted)

ACTION PAIECEOI!NCI! INFO

COPY HR.

DATE.

5X3

'UELlEAIING OPPlelE'"

PAGEl

0" 32
Doe

PAGEDOC1O'M'1"1iI"f"'M:lfImrs-------L.--------------j

AGI N".

AGO NR.

117 16
"IE"!!:RI TO MESSAGII:

10

"01

DTO

SUSPENSE



(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersedu N2288 REV /UN 61
to be used un/II exhausted)

ACTION PRI!CI!DENCE
.ECURITY CL....IFIC .. TION

INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL ~. >NDLING

COpy NR.

DATEI

TOI

REQ YOU INCLUDE DATE-TIMES IN YOUR ELINT REPORT WHEN RADAR

SIGNALS WERE FIRS'I' INTERCEPl'ED AND TIME OF SHUTDOWN. THIS INFORMATI N
NSA25X3

WILL FACILITATE THE PLACEMENT OF PRESENTLY UNLOCATED NAVAL SURFACE

RADAR SITES

M/R ~ Furnishes timely support to. current DeSoto patrol. Priority
precednece employed due to inmdnent commencement of patrol.

D ...... TER RII:LE... 'HG O .. FICII: .. RII:L....II:D "T

P .. GE.

OF 33
DOCooC'DigJ'lif'l"""Jn1l'fR'1m----------....1..----------------..., P .. GE

.. GI HR.

AGO HR.

6
"E"ER. T ME.... ClII:

o
,,01

DTG

SUSPENSE



I

)NSA25X3
NSA25X6

IBUTION

P2
P21
P214
B2
B22
AFSS EM
ADNSG

NONE

ITO~PEDO BOATS

16 SEPr 64DATE:

IFOR ACTION)

PRIORITY

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC

llSA-32
USN-"467p
U:;;A-37

V1RNSA

PAGSCTYRGN
I IINYU~

s r t" R r~ 'PI IHNBO

DESOTO SUPPORT

P2.1~/03'l'h (l1SA-37 PASS ro]
--;:::::::~_---..:...-----.

REC~~T VHF INTERCEPT INDICATESI

NSA FOR"-' "2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersede .• N2288 REV JUN 61
to be used until exhausted)

(confidential HVCCO until filled)

ACTION PRECEDENCE

TO:

REQUEST YOU MONITOR THESE fREQUENCIES

DURING FORTHCOMING DESOTO PATROL FOR POSSIBLE I INAVAL

A.CTI VITY

SHOWN TO: AFSS FM'IADNSG,
'-----------'

.L. 86-36

M/R" This message provides appropriate f~Elldstatlons with fwther
technical support for the DESO!?J)atrolbeginning on 17 geptember
in [',he Gulf of Tonkin, No concurrence necessary. S~bmitted by

____----'IB2~5L

OAAFTEOl AELEASING OFFICEOl AEL.EASEO AT

1619191

1 OF 1
PAGES

Aell NR.

AGO NR.

REFERS TO IolESSAGE

¢9178 16

DTG

N
o

N
SUSPENSE E

161 1 Z



FM USN-27J

TO QUEBEC ONE/CHA.RLIE

_____fAFSSO§AC

___VAFSSOGONA])

___rAFSSO TAC

COMNAVFORJAPAN

1 VUSN 4~7P

COMNAVPHIL

COMTAIWANDEFCOM/US

CTG 77

ZEM

SiC 2 i: T KI)~O

DESOTO SUPPORT

2/Ql/VHN/R07-64 RPI' 2/QJ./VHN!R07-64. ST 220 SPOT REPORT

POSS ALERT OF DRV NAVAL FORCES

MESSAGES PASSED BY NORnIERN FLEET ACTY POSS BAI CHAY TO ALL

STATIONS AND SHIPS FROM U/I ENTITY/PERSONALITY INTERCEPTED

1702122, ALERTED AGAINST SHORELINE PROVOCATION ~~ CAUTIONED

AGAINST ENEMY ATTACH BY AIR OR SEA.

;;;;"P • L • 8 6- 3 6

I



(unclassified until filled)

NSA FORM "J2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61
to be UB ed urtt II exhausted)

ACTION PRECEDENCE

U1MEDiATE

TO. DIRN2A

Q'lJ
(JSA~32

U~1A-57

I I
FROJV. cru 7706,6

1\); idG 18:).
C:TF 7?
eTG 77,6

SECURITY CLASSIFiCATION

INFO PRECEDENCE ISPECIAL HANOLING

NONE NONE

DATEr 17-SEP-64 ACT ~

INFO;
/ !ADVANCE COPY TO sr.roQ//

IDISTRIBUTION

B2
B
822
823
B26
D31
P¢4
P¢5
P¢55
P2
DRF

NSA25X6

NSA25X3

fNFCr C'TU 77e 6, 6
CTF 76
MOPHOTOUPAC
COMUSMACV
NAVCOMMSTA PHIL

·£EGRE'f

_30TO PATROL OPSUM (5)

A, COMSEVENTHFLT 1206332

L COMMENCED PATROL IN ACCORD REF Ao PASSED THROUGH POINT ALFA

170736H,

L23 NOTE: DTG 1206332 IS NOT LOCATED L23 OR T1

I

Q"'AFTER RELEASING OFFICER RELEASED AT fZt1Ll1J

<rEM/CAEI
DOCUMEJ-lT

17-2-27

DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR INTERJU...ia , Nffl'
..A.u;r;QH/t't'IekLLi DECLASSIFIED,

PAGE

1 OF

AGI NR.

5l56L.l
AGO ""'.

1

.... GES

REFERS TO "ESSAGE

~
OTC;

SUSPENSE

CLASSI""C"" ION u,<o

17¢3362



L....----l 29 17/¢514Z SEP

ZKZK ZZ HHA NRL DE

Z 17~515Z 2YH

FM USN 27J

TO QUEBEC NE/CHARLIE

B::::;~AD
I ~AfSSO TAC

COMNAVFOR JAPAN

I.....-_VDsN 467P

COMN PHIL

COHTAHTANDEFCOM/US

CTF 77

ZElvi

£f!jGRE'Y'IHHDO

DESOTO SUPPORT

2/Ql/VHN/Rl¢-64 RPT 2/Ql/VHN/Rl¢-64 ST22¢

FOLLOWUP NR ~2 TO 2/Ql/VHN/R07-64, SPOT REPORT DTG 17¢315Z

POSS ALERT OF DRV NAVAL FORCES

1. BADLY GARBLED MSG PASSED BY PORT GIANH AT 1704¢3Z TO

SWATOW PGM-259 AND DET 2 (SOUTHERN FLEET ENTITIES) MAKES

REFERENCES TO:

QTE DIRECTION 99 «DEGREES) UNQTE, QTE SPEED 18 UNQTE, QTE

ALERT RANK 1 UNQTE, QTE THAN LE (U/I J UNLOCATED) TO MOBILIZE AND

WAIT IN THE AREA UNQTE.

•

P.L. 86-36

I



·A MSG INTERCEPTED 17¢42¢Z TO NORTHERN FLEEr SWATOW PGM j POSS

T-142, FROM NORTHERN FLEET AeTY, PBNSHZR CHAZ MYMZTVTFD QTE

AQIT IN AREAj CAMOUFLAGE AND MUCFLNRE.I,153. ADDTL GARBLED EXTRACTS

AS FOt-LOWS: THE ENEMY HAS «lGRU)) PROVOKED LF ATTACK US BY SEA

AND AIR. «(lGRU)) DURING 17 AND 18 SEP



07222 17 SEP 64

NR 29 CK 62 17 SEP 1355G

TO SUB-UNIT 2, 253, (2grG), 259. AT PRESENT THERE ARE

TWO DESTROYERS AT A DISTANCE OF 25 NAUTICAL MILES GOING VERY

SLOW XGM HAVE 1 AIRCRAFT CARRIERo

9AXZ/S2CI DE JI2U 3684M 07222 17SEP

S2CI DE JI2U 3685M 0724Z 17 SEP

NSA25X3

I



r

I

I

DE1__148).7/08322 SEP

ZKZK 00 HHA DE

o 17080z ZYH 170830z

FM USN-27J

TO QUEBEC ONE/CHARLIE

I ~AFSSOSAC

I tAFSSOCONAD

1 I!AFSSOTAC

COMNAVFORJAPAN

______rUSN 467P

COMTAIWANDEFCOM/US

CTF 77

ZEM

5 B 0 R g T K~O

DESOTO SUPPORT

2/Ql/VNH/R12-64 RPT 2/QlVHN/R12-64, ST22~

FOLLOWUP NR ONE TO 2/OJ./VHN!R07-64. stPT RE!:PRT Dm:~170315Z

POSS ALERT OF DRV NAVAL FORCES

I. MSG PASSED BY SOUTHERN FLEET NAVAL ACTY PORT GIANH TO

DET 2, TP T-25 AND SWATOW PGM 259 AT 0714Z, DIRECTED ALL

STATIONS TO QTE SET GRADE 1 ALERT UNQTE.

2. DRV SOUTHERN FLEET DET 6 AND 7 WERE ADVISED BY SOUTHERN

FLEE!' ACTY, POSS BEN THUY, THAT 2 ENEMY DESTROYERS QTE

APPEARED UNQTE 22NM OFF SON ZWONG ISLAND (18 0 06N 1~6 0 27E)

AT 0452Z, ADDRESSEES WERE DIRECTED TO QTE REENFORCE «lGR U» -BE

ALERT-FIERCELY STABLE. COMMUNICATE WITH K (U/I COMMAND AUTHORITY,

PORT WALLUT) UNQTE. GARBLED PORTION SAME MSG CONTAINED QTE NORTH

THERE ARE MANY SUPPORT AIRCRAFT UNQTE.

•

.".'
P.L. 86-36

I



I

COMMENT: THE IDENTITY OF THE AIRCRAFT WAS NOT GIVEN.

250

•



zzll.....- .....I

DE 1_----116;;;; 17!1214ZSEP

ZKZK ZZ NRL SOA DE

Z 1708452

FM USN-467P

TO DIA

CNO

CINCPAC

CINCPACFLT

COMUSTDC

COMSEVENTHFLT

COMNAVFORJAPAN

CTF 72

DIRNAVSECGRU

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC

DIRNSA

JCS
'"NSA25X3

NSA25X6

•
P.L. 86-36

I

USN-27

USN-27J

II I
I I

zm

e ,g C R oS T KIP1BO

SPOT INTELLIGENCE ITEM

L FOL PARTIALLY GARBLED MSG PASSED AT 0810Z FROM VINH SON TO BEN THUY ~

QUOTE TO SUB UNIT SIX (ONE GRU GARBLED) RECEIVED ORDERS TO POSTPONE THE

BATTLE UNQUOTE.
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DEI 1125B 17! 11¢9Z SEP

ZKZK 00 HHA NNN NRL DE

o 1711102 ZYH

FM USN' 27

TO DIST QUEBEC/MlKE

PLUS 1_----'
USN 27

USN 4~7P

ZEM

SEe R B 'f IElMB6

2/Q/VHN/R100-64 ST220 RPT 2/Q/VHN/R10¢-64 ST22¢

FOLLOW-UP NR 01 TO USN 27 2/Q/VHN/R07-64 SPOT REPORT

POSSIBLE ALERT OF DRV NAVAL FORCES

SUBSEQUENT RELAY (TOI 1709232) OF PREVIOUSLY REPORTED MOO !DENTS

THE OBJECTS UNDER DRV SURVEILLANCE AS QTE '!WO

DESTROYERS UNQTE AND INDICATES THE TIME OF SIGHTING AS

1020G (03202). ALTHOUGH UNIDENTIFIED, THE OBSERVATION WAS

PROBABLY TAKEN BY VINH SON TIlUS LOCATING THE PATROL AT,

APPROXIMATELY 17-52N 105-5 (NEAR POINT BRAVO) AT

THE TIME OF SIGHTING.

COMM~TS~ CURRENTLY AVAILABLE DRV NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS INTERCEPT

HAS REFLECTED KNOWLEDGE OF THE PATROL I S PRESENCE OFF THE

VIErNAMESE COAST. HOWEVER, EXCEPT FOR THE MESSAGE REPORTED

ABOVE WHICH WAS RELAYED ON NAVAL TRACKING FACILITIES, THE

TRACKING NET CONTINUES TO BE PRACTICALLY NIL HEARD. COMINT

TENDS TO INDICATE THAT THE DRV HAS ADOPTED A DEFENSIVE

RATHER THAN OFFENSIVE POSTURE BUT ARE "PREPARED FOR COMBATn (B).

•
P.L.
86-36

NSA25X3

I



IBUTION

ADP
P¢5
P¢4
B
B2
B23
B26
DRF
P¢55

NSA25X3

17 SEPTFM BER 1964DATE:

NSAPAC REP VIEI'NAMy( \
COMUSMACV

DIRNSA

USN-27
USN-27J

USN-467P
SSO DIA
eNO
CINCPAC

I I

INFO~

TOI

SEC REI K!~e

ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE

(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 \COpy HR.
(Supersede,. N2288 REV fUN 61
to be used until exhausted)

tATE

B2~5/318.-64

REF USN-467P SPOT INTELLIGENCE ITEM DTG 170845Z. REQUEST

IMMEDIATE ACTION TO CONFIRM/DENY ¢8U~Z INTERCEPr REPORTED CITED

ITEM, FROM INTERCEPr ACCOMPLISHED yoUIt STATION. ALSO REQUEST

THOROUGH SEARCH ALL INTERCEPr FOR ANY RELATED/RELEVANT ITEMS.

REPLY BY FLASH PRECEDENCE TO ADDEES USN-467P SPOT INTELL ITEM

eUS COMUSMACV AND NSAREPVIETNAM. NEGATIVE REPLY REQUIRED.

DRAP'TER RELEASING OFFICER RELEASED AT

D. C. LANG LT. COL. USAF
COCUMEN R 1 OF 1

AGI NR.

AGO HR.

PAGES

I
REFERS TO MESSAGE

,arO.;1
OTG

SUSPENSE



ZKZK ZZ HHS DEZPC451

ZZ ,=:1==::::;- _

DEI 18717/1630Z SEP

ZKZK ZZ NRL SOA DE

Z 171630Z ZYH

FM USN 27J

TO DUSN'467P
DIA

CNO

CINCPAC

CINCPACFLT

COMUSTDC

COMSEVENTHFLT

COMNAVFORJAPAN

CTF 72

DIRNAVSECGRU

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC

DIRNSA

JCS

USN 27

I I
I I

COMUSMACV

NSAPAC REP VIF1fNAM JJYf
ZEM

s ~ e ft E ! KfMBO

A. USN-467P SPOT INTEL ITEM 170845Z

P.L. 86-36

NSA25X3

I



s. USN 27J FOLLOW-UP NR 05 TO 2/Ql/VHN/R DTG 170853Z NOTAL

Co DIRNSA B205/318-64 DTG 171521Z

1. MOO REPORTED INTERCEPl'ED REF ALFA WAS VERSION REF BRAVO

INTERCEPTED THIS STA AT 170832Z.

2. REF BRAVO USES QTE INH UNQTE AS SIGNATURE. SEARCH CONFIRMED

THIS PERSONALITY TO BE LINKED WITH SOUTHERN FLEET ACTIVITY IN

THE PAST. BELIEVE USE OF QTE DINH UNQTE TO MEAN POSTPONE AS

REPORTED REF ALFA INCORRECT IN nus INSTANCE, DUE TO LOCATION

IN SENTENCE STRUCTURE.

30 FOL IS USN 27J VERSION REPORTED REF BRAVO QTE:

TO DETACHMFm 6 «lGR U» RECEIVE ORDER «POSS TO FIGHT»

DINH «U/I PERSONALITY»

COMMENT: UNRECOVERED GRP BELIEVED TO MEAN QTE HAVE NOT YET UNQTE.

UNQTE.

4. NO RELATED ITEMS NOTED THIS MSG.

220
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Z1-;::::::=::::::;-_--:--__1
DE I 1178B17!1646Z

ZKZK ZZ AOH RNl NRL Df

Z 171648Z ZIH

FM USN 27

TO DIRNSA

USN 27J

INFO DlA

CWO

ClNCPAC

ClNCPACFLT

COMUSTDC

COMSEVENTHFLT

COMNAVFORJAPAN

CTF 72

DIRNAVSECGRU

DIRNAVSECGRtJPAC

JCS

USM 9

NSAPAC REP VIETNAM~

COMUOOCV

mf

5 E eRE '!' eOMfIn' CKDlNELS

P.L. 86-36

5X3

A. DIRNSA B205/318-64;DTG 171521Z

1. RAW TFC INTERCEPt' JUST RECEIVED USN-27J'TOl 17¢832Z



--

REAFFIRMS USN-467P SPOT INTELL ITE)f WHEN AN UNIDENT

SOUTHERN FLEET ENTITY ffrATID QTE SUB-tJNIT 6 ACKNOWLEDGED

THE ORDER TO POffrPONE THE BA'M'LE UNQTE.

2. ONLY O'1Hm RELATED ITEM MAKING MEXTIOtl OF BATTLE WAS

INTmCEPTED ON SHIPPING COMMS REPORTED MY 2/O/VHS/R44-64

D'l'G 17~38Z RE-QUOTED FII: AIR DEFENSE HQS SENDS «2GR G»

ESPECIALLY REINFORGE THE BORDER IN ORDER TO DEFEM>

AGAINST ENl!)f! ACTIVITIES. IN '!'HE AIR AND ON THE OCEAN. BE

PREPARED FOR CamAT.

3. Rl!'.HAINIRG INTERCEPt' INDICATES DRV MAINTAlRtNG

DEFENSIVE VICE OFF.SIVE POSTURE.

21~



P.L.
86-36

ADP
1>05
B
B2
B26
B23
B22
B21
DRF
ADNSG
AFSS FM
ASALNGP

COpy HR.

NSA25X3

SPECIAL HANDLING

DATEr 17 SEPT 64

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

CGUSASA
j'.AQSECRGN
USASAPAC
DIRNAVSECGRUPAC

INFO PRECEDENCE

DIRNSA

USN-27J
USA-32
USA-57
USM-626J

D
INFO: HQ NSAPAC

INSAPAC REP VIETNAMy
DIRNAVSECGRU
USAFSS

TO.

ACTION PRECEDENCE

IMMED

NSA FORM ....2288 RE V AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV jUN 61
to be used until exhausted)

(unci ossifi ed until fi lied)

SEC RET COMINT CHANNELS

B2Q.!5/319-64

SUBJ: TECH BACK-UP TO REPORTING ON DESOTO PATROL

FURTHER MY B2Q.!5/3¢4-64/121951Z AND REF USN-467P SPOT INTELL ITEM

DTG 170845Z NOTAL.

• MUST AGAIN EMPHASIZE NEED FOR REPORTING, VIA TECH SUPPLElmNT TO

SERIALIZED PRODUCT, THE BASIS ON WHICH PRODUCT WAS FORMED.

2. FOR EXAMPLE: ALTHO CANNOT ASK U.S.S. MORTON TO TRANSMIT TECH

BACK-UP MATERIAL THE DESIRABILITY OF USN-27J1US~-27/NSA POSSESSION,

ON MOST TrnELY BASIS, OF ACTUAL RAW TRAFFIC FORMING BASIS FOR USN-467

SPOT INTELL ITEM IS OBVIOUS. BY SAME TOKEN USN-27/NSA POSSESSION OF

RAW TRAFFIC (ACTUAL MSGS ETC) FORMING BASIS FOR THE TWO USN-27J SPOT

REPORTS AND SPOT SUPPLEMENTS ALREADY ISSUED ON C
QAA.F'TEIll RELEA.!IING O~"ICER RELEA!I!:O AT

D. Co LANG LTCOL USAF
OOCUM!:

.C.LANG LTCOL US F
1 OF 2

PAGES

ACOI NR.

AGO HR.

REFERS TO MESSAGE

-~OTG

SUSF"ENSE

HkNflhB TlIA SffiHPl'f' SHANJaS Q)/U'

--sEGRE+--

1 16 Z



PAGES

2

AGO ""R.

2 OF

PAGE

AGI NR.

¢77/17

RELEASED AT (ZU[.UJ

'-""

IDISTRIBUTION

" ..... ,.,...-

RELEASING OFFICER

DATE,

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

INFO PRECEDENCE ISPECIAL HANDLING

QRAFTER

REFERS TO MESSAGE

DOCUMENT

ACTION PRECEDENCE

TOJ

IS ALSO OBVIOUSo

PRECEDENCE AS PRODUCT REPORT ITSELF THE REQUIRED TECHNICAL INFORMA­

TION IN FORM OF TECH SUPPLEMENTS lAW SECTION IV, PARA 5 BRAVO OF

TECHINS 40140
I:

40 FOR USN-27J~ REQUEST YOU IMMEDIATELY FORWARD TECH '$UPPLEMENTS

FOR YOUR TWO SPOT REPORTS (AND SUPPLEMENTS) VIA IMMEDIATE PRECEDENCE

lAW TECH INS 4¢14

---------------------------~-----------------_._-----------------------

30 AGAIN URGENTLY RESTATE REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL PRODUCERS OF SIGINT

PRODUCT RELATING TO CURRENT DESOTO PATROL TO FORWARD VIA SAME

NSA FORM "lZZ88 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61
to be used until exhausted)

M/R~ Field stations have not been, and are not now, adhereing to
~e requirements of TECHINS 4¢14 in the forwarding of technical
~ek-up reports to their serialized product.

{unclassified until filled}

eo
AGI

OTG

SUSPENSE
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P.L.
86-36

I

ZKZK 00 HHA NNN NRL DE

D
OO}__----J....----------....Ji \190B 17/17482 SEPI

o 1717502 zntH

FM USN 27

TO DIST QUEBEC/MIKE

D
NSA25X3

USN 467P

ZEM

5 E e R S If KEmE>

2/Q/VHN/R101-64 ST220 RPT 2/Q/VHN/R101-64 ST220

FOLLOW UP NR 02 TO USN-27J 2/Q1/VHN/R07-64 SPOT REPORT

POSS ALERT OF DRV NAVAL FORCES.

THERE ARE INDICATIONS OF A DRV NAVAL UNIT IN THE

VICINITY OF 18-53N 105-34E. AT 1709552 AN UNIDENT

STATION INFORMED A COMRADE THU AND SUB-UNIT SEVEN TO

ALLOW THE UNIT TO GO UP TO TITAN ZUONG (18-53N 105-34E).

THIS POSITION WAS POINTED OUT TO BE ALONG THE SOUTHERN

BANK AND 2.7 NAUTICAL MILES FROM THE UNIT I S PRESENT

POSITION.

COMMENT: THIS POSITION IS APPROX 30 MILES WNW OF

ENTRY POINT DELTA (18-42N 106-1lE) OF DESOTO VESSEL AT

1723442.

200
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::1

7

I f77B 18/0533Z SE~
P.L.

ZKZK ZZ SOA NRL DE 86-36

Z 180534Z lm IFM USN 27

TO DIA

CNO

CINCPAC

CINCPACFLT

COMUSTDC

COMSEVENTHFLT

COMNAVFORJAPAN

CTF 72

DIRNAVSECGRU

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC

DIRNSA

JCS

USN 27

I

USN 27J

D
COMUSTDC

CTG 77.6

CTG 77.7

CTF 77

ZEM

2 1802472 ZlH

NSA25X3

NSA25X6



I

-FM USN 467P

TO USN 27

ZEM

S i G R i: T KEffiO

TITLE SPOT INTELLIGENCE

ITEM PL FUP FOL PARTIALLY GARBLED MSG PASSED AT f/J247Z FROM UNIDENT

VESSEL TO UNIDENT SHORE BASED SHIPPING NET CONTROL 'STATION (liGAN SEE

CLEARLY NR 946) AND (950. PREPARING FOR BATTLE. MET ANOTHER (X GRPS

MISSED)l -/975 100 METERS) AWAY (CAN SEE CLEARLY 946) AND (590

PRESENTLY PREPARING TO (GARBLED) PLEASE INFORM THE DISTRICT OSCAR

OSCAR PLEASE INFORM THE DISTRICT AND OSCAR OSCAR. DISTRICT

2280¢. (1

PARA 2. USS EDWARDS DELTA DELTA 9¢5 AND USS MORTON DELTA DELTA 948

AT TIME OF INTERCEPT PASSED TWO FISHING VESSELS DISTANCE TWO THOUSAND

YARDS. NO CRS CHANGES OR OVERT ACTIONS MADE.

•
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00 YDRKDA YDRKDO YDRLDN YEKAXA YEKHDH

DE YMZDAH 55B 18/03482 SF?

ZKZK 00 HHA NNN NRL DE

o 18\ll35\ll2 znI

FM USN 27

TO DIST QUEBEC/MIKE

NSA25X3

PLUS USN 467P

ZEM

s g G R E 'f KJ:MIlO

2/Q/VHN/Rl\ll2-64 ST 22\ll RPT 2/Q/VHN/Rl\ll2-64

FOLLOWUP NR ~3 TO USN-27J 2/Ql/VHN/R\ll7-64 SPOT REPORT

POSS ALERT OF DRV NAVAL FORCES

AT 18~254Z, HAIPHONG INFORMED THE RADAR SITE AT MY DUC

AND/94 THE SITE IN THE VICINITY OF HON NGU

OF THE PRESENCE OF TWO (ENEMY) DESTROYERS AT \ll83¢G AND

ORDERED THE STATION(S) TO REPORT CONTINUOUSLY BACK TO ((K)).

(HAIPHONG). THE VESSELS WERE REPORTED AT A RANGE OF 18 NM

FROM AN UNDETERMINED POINT.

THIS IS THE INITIAL REFLECTION OF THE DESOTO PATROL THUS

FAR NOTED ON DRV NAVAL NETS ON 18 SEPI'.

•

I



ZEM

FOR PERIOD 1617¢¢Z ~ 1716592 SEPI' 6h

I

ZKZK PP HHS HII NRL DE

P 18¢356Z

FM USN-27

TO QUEBEC/TANGO

USN 467P

CINCPAC

NSA25X3

11.....- .....IISTi.6if229RPr 1 lsT 161 ~229

DRV!'-------ltC:;.',

I. HIGHLIGHT ~

A. AT 17¢2¢3Z PORT WALLUT INFORMED Al.L STATIONS AND SHIPS

THAT THE 7TH FLEET WAS ACTIVE FROM 201 «2 GR G)) TO KHANG

NGA.I (UNLOCATED). ALL STATIONS AND SHIPS WERE FURTHER INFORMED

THAT HQS REALIZED THAT THE EN»IT COULD ENTER THE GULF AND

STEAM CLOSE TO THE SHORELINE THEREBY PROVOKING THE DRV. ALL

WERE ORDERED TO GUARD AGAINST A POSSIBLE :ENEMY

ATTACK FROM THE AIR OR THE SEA AND OTHER POSSIBl,E PROVOCATIONS.

AT 1707142 BEN THITY INFORMED THE T~2599 T~253 AND SUB-UNI"l

:2 THAT AT l(/Jr!J(/JG 17 SEPTEMBID1 9 THERE Wr,1tE TWO DESTROYER::)

BEARING 99 DEGREES~ RANGE .280

NArJrIGAL MILES9 COURSE 3(/)9 DEGREES ~

SPEED 18 KNOTS. ALTHOUGH NO POINT OF REFERENCE WAS MENTIONED

OBSERVING SITE WAS PROBABLY VINH SON. ill. SHIPS WERE ORDERED 'to EFFECT

ALERT CONDITION 1 AND COMMENCE PATROLS.~ GUARDING AGAINST A POSSIBLE

ATTACK 0

no DR\{ NAV'{ ~ F'LF..ET OPERATI0NS~

•

I



A. LEVEL OF ACTIVITY:

1. DRV NAVAL CCJOOJNICATIONS WERE NORMAL DURING THE

REPORTING PERIOD WITH TEN VESSELS ACTIVE, INCLUDING: SO-I CLASS

SUBCHASERS T-227, T-231, SWATOW CLASS PGMS T-12¢, T-134, T-142,

T-146, ¢-259, YARD PATROL VESSEL T-253, UNIDENTIFIED T-31

UNIDENTIFIED T-26.

B. MAINLINE NETS:

1. COMMAND NET UNOBSERVED. ON THE ADMIN NEES, DRV NAVAL

HQS HAIPHONG WAS ACTIVE WITH NORTHERN FLEET HQS PORT WALLUT,

SOUTHERN FLEET HQS BEN THUY, AND SUBORDINATE ACTIVITY QUANG KHE.
I

R&iAINING COMMAND/ADMIN NETS CONSIDERED NORMAL.

2. ROUTINE PREFLIGHT MESSAGE WAS PASSED TO NORTHERN

FLEET ELEMENTS.

C. NORTHERN FLEET AREA, PORT WALLUT:

1. NORTHERN FLEET MOBILE ACTIVITY INCLUDED: SO-I SUBCHASERS

T-227, T-231, SWATOWS T-12¢, T-134, T-142, T-146, SUB-UNITS 1, 2,

AND 3.

2. AT 17¢¢14Z THE T-142 WAS ORDERm QTE NOT TO FIRE UNQTE.

ALTHOUGH NOT SPECIFIED, THIS ORDER PROBABLY REFERS TO GUNNERY

EXERCISES (SEE FOLLOWING).

30 AT 17'/fIJ46Z THE T-227 WAS INFORMED THAT ON THE MORNING

OF 17 SEPl'mffim SHE WOULD TEST FIRE HER 2¢MM GUNS AT HANG DUAB

(UNLOCATED) •

40 AT 17(ll231Z THE T-12¢ WAS INFORMED THAT SHE WOULD

RETURN TO PORT AT 1 « 5G 18 SEPTEMBER TO TAKE ON WATER.

50 AT 17¢3¢5Z THE T-231 ANCHORED UNSPECIFIED AREA,

AFTERNOON AND EVENING OF 17 SEPTEMBER.



6. AT 17'IJ42f/Jz THE T-146 WAS INFORMED THAT THE "ENFXf HAS

THE INTENTIONS OF PROVOKING AND POSSIBLY ATTACKING BY MEANS OF THE

SEA AND AIR ROUTES" SHE WAS ORDERED TO CAMOUFLAGE, PREPARE FOR A

POSSIBLE ATTACK AND AWAIT FURTHER ORDERS.

D. SOUTHERN FLEET AREA., BEN THUY:

1. SOUTHERN FLEET MOBILE ACTIVITY INCLUDED~ SWATOW T-1'/JN

YARD PATROL VESSEL T-25), UNIDENTIFIED T-326, UNIDENTIFIED T-26,

SUB-UNITS 2, 6 AND 7.

2. AT 17'/J830Z, UNIDENTIFIED SOUTHERN FLEET ACTIVITY

REPORTED THAT SUB-UNIT 6 ACKNOWLEDGED THE ORDERS WHICH POSTPONED

THE BATTLE. SIGNIFICANCE THIS ORDER UNDETERMINED, NO OTHER OFFENSIVE

,ACTIoNs INDICATED DRV NAVI COMMS.

3. AT 17'1J955Z AN UNIDENTIFIED ACTIVITY INFORMED COMRADE

THU AND SUB-UNIT 7 THAT THE SUB-UNIT WAS TO GO AND REm.IN AT YUAN

ZOUNG (18-531 1'IJ5-34E) (See 2/Q/VHN/Rl'/J1-64).

4. 3-5 171213Z SUB-UNIT 2 WAS INFORMED THAT THE T-326

HAD A SMALL ENGINE FITTING OUT OF ORDER.

E. TRACKING:

1. HAIPHONE, PORT WALLUT, Em THUY TRACKING CONTROLS WERE

ACTIVE WITH BACH LONG VI, DO SON, HON MATT, HONG NGU LN MY DUCH, VINH

SON, AND FIVE UNID~IFIED OUTSTATIONS. FORT~ THREE MESSAGES WERE

OBSERVED. DESOTO PATROL PROBABLY REFLECTED IN ONLY FIVE OF TRACKING

MESSAGES.

III. 1~~~1lI~:
A. NO REFLECT!()tJSDESOTb PATROL NOTED IN AVAILABLEII....-__

DmTERCEPr.

NSA25X3
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P.L.
86-36

_---------7
D
PE

P!
L-__...J/94B 18/¢643Z SEP

ZKZK PP HHA NNN NRL DE

P 18¢646Z

FM USN 27

TO DISf QUEBEC/MIKE

PLUS1 _

USN 27J

USN 461P

NSA25X3

ZEM

a 13 e R B 'i' KDH30
I

2/Q/VHN/Rl¢3-64 ST 22¢ RPT 2/Q/VHN/R1¢3~64 ST 22¢

FOLLOW UP NR ¢1 AND FINAL TO 2/Q/VHN/R99-64 SPOT REPORT.

1. PROBABLE DRV REACTIONS TO PRESENCE OF DESOTO PATROL.

1. THROUGHOUT THE DAY OF 17 SEPTEMBER DRV NAVAL ENTITIES

WERE AWARE OF THE PRESENCE OF THE DESOTO VESSELS. ALL INTER-

CEPT TENDS TO IMPLY THAT THE DRV NAVY ASSUMED A DEFENSIVE

POSTURE AND WAS NOT PREPARING TO REACT OVERTLY AS EXPERIENCED

ON 2 AND 4 AUGUST. THERE IS BUT ONE MSG OF UNDETERMINED

SIGNIFICANCE WHICH STATED THAT SUB~UNIT 6 (A SOUTHERN FLEET

ENTITY) ACKNOWLEDGED ORDERS WHICH POSSIBLY STATED THE BATTLE

HAD BEEN POSTPONED.

2. AT 17¢¢54Z PORT WALLUT REPORTED THE PRESENCE OF THE QTE

SEVENTH FLEET UNQTE TO ALL SHIPS AND STATIONS «A) L THEY

WERE DIRECTED TO DEFEND FORCIBLY IN THE GENERAL SOUTHERN AREA

AND GUARD AGAINST ENEMY ATTACK BY SEA OR AIR. AT 17¢429Z PORT

WALLUT INFORMED THE SWATOW T~J.46 THAT THE ENEMY HAD INTENTIONS

I



OF PROVOKING ANn ATTACKING THE DRV ON 17 AND 18 SEPTEMBER. ({B»

PORT WALLUT AGAIN AT·170514Z ADMONISHED AN UNIDENT STATION TO

CAMOUFLAGE AND PREPARE FOR POSSIBLE ATTACKS. AT 17¢714Z BEN THOY

INFORMED THE StfATOW T-259, YP T-253, AND SUB-UNIT 2 THAT THE

1~G OBSERVATION FROM AN UNSPECIFIED LOCATION CONSISTED OF TWO

DESTROYERS BEARING 99 DEGREES, RANGE 28 NAUTICAL MILES, COURSE

3~ DEGREES, SPEED 18 KNOTS. «e» AU. STATIONS WERE DIRECTID TO

ASSUME ALERT CONDITION ONE. THIS OBSERVATION WAS PROBABLY TAKEN

BY YINH SON RADAR SITE THUS, LOCATING PATROL IN VICINITY 17-52N
,

E (NEAR POINT BRAVO) AT TIME OF SIGHTING. AGAIN AT 17VJ92¢Z

UNSPECIFlm (PROB VINH OON) STATION REPORTED THE SAME INFORMATION
r

WITH A TIME OR SIGRTINGOF 1¢2~. AT 17VJ955Z COMRADE THU OF

SUB-UNIT 7 WAS PERFITTED TO TAKE HIS UNIT TO XUAN ZUONG (18-53N

1¢5-34E). THIS POSITION IS APPROX 3¢ MILES WNW OF DESOTO VESSELS

ENTRY TO POINT DELTA (18-421 106-llE). «D» PORT WALLUT REPORTED

THE DESTROYERS POSITION AS 46 DEGREES APPROX RANGE 26 MILES.

COURSE 328 DEGREES, SPEED 15 KNOTS FROM AN UNSPECIFIED POSITION.

TIME OF OBSERVATION REPORTED AT 1430G AND ONCE AGAIN PROBABLY

REPORTED FROM vnm SON.

:3 • DRV TRACKING FACILITIES OPERATED AT A NORMAL LEVEL ON 17

SEPTmmER, PASSING APPROXIMATELY 75 MESSAGES, ONLY FIVE OF WHICH

REFLECTED THE MOVl!JmNTS OF THE DESOTO PATROL. ALTHOUGH NOT

OBSERVED ON THE TRACKING NET, THE RADAR SITE AT VINH SON (17-57N

106-30E) PROBABLY TRACI{tm THE VESSELS IN THE VICINITY OF POINT

BRAVO AT APPROXIMATELY. 170320z. AT 17¢604Z, VINH SON REPORTED

THE VESSELS TO BE AT 18i 06N 106=53E. THE PATROL WAS SUBSEQUENTLY

TRACKED ByaON MAn' (18-47N 1¢5=58E) FROM 17VJ945Z AT 19=39N

1¢6-22E ON A NORTHWESTERLY COURSE TO 18=43N 106-2¢E AT. 171~Z,



THENCE NORTHEASTERLY TO 18~53N 1¢6-32E AT 171135Z WHERE TRACKING

CEASED.

4. THIS WILL BE A FINAL REPORT IN THIS SPOT REPORT SERIES0

SUBSEQUENT REFLECTIONS OF DRV REACTION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN A

NEW SPOT SERIES OR OTHER APPROPRIATE VEHICLEo

«A» 2/O/VHN/R99-64

«Bn 2/Ql/VHN/Rlf/1-64

( (C» 2/Ql/VHN,IRll-64

«D» 2/Q;l./VHN/Rlf/11-64

603



'----_..... 51 18/¢935Z

ZKZK 00 HHA NRL DR

o 18([19202 zm

F.M USN 27J

TO QUEBEC ONE/CHARLIE

;::::::==~rAFS~~~C
'---_tJAFSSO C?~AD

L....-__t/AFSSO TAC

COMNAVFORJAPAN

COMNAVPHIL

COMTAIWANDEFCOMjUS

P.L.
86-36

I
NSA25X3

USN 39

. ZEM

~ l!: e R F.l If' KDffiO

D.ESOTO SUPPORT

;YQl/VHN/R18~64 RPr 2/Ql/VHN/R18~64j sr .22¢

FOLLOWUP NR l¢ TO 2/Q),./vRN/R¢7~64j SPOT REPORT DTG l?~:nSZ

PaSS ALERT OF DRV NAVAL FORCES

10 MSG INTERCEPl'ED DlREC'rING TO TAKE PRECAUTIONS

AGAINST SOUTH VIETNAMESE VESSELS TAKING ADVAN'rAGE OF AMERICAN

SHIPS AS PRESENCE TO ATTACK THE SHORE. RELY ON HEADQUARTERS TO

CONTROL THE SrrUATION. PRECAUTIONS AGAINST AIR ATTACK ON

PORT GAINH WAS NOTED IN GARBLED MSG WHICH ALSO MADE



I

REFERENCE TO QTE AVOID PROVOCATION UNQTE AND QTE PROMOTE

DISPERSION AND CAMOUFLAGE UNQTE.

2. FOL VESSEL MOVEMENTS DlRECTED~

SWATOW PGM T-255 AND T-259 RETURN PORT AT 181200z AND REPORT

SITUATION OF BACH «lOR G) TO GIANH RIVER AREA.

SWATOW PGM T~25.3 REMAIN QUANG LOC (u/t.).

T-326 (UXI) RETURN PORT TONIGHT (18 SEpL ross PORT GIANHo

2f/J¢

•



I

ZKZK 00 ZAD

ZKZK 00 ZSL ZLA AOH HI! DE

00 RUEPCR 378

DE RUMGUN 289 18/12562

2 0 181256Z

FM C'I'G SEVEN SEVEN PI' SIX

TO RUATUL/BVKG/COMSEVENTHFLT

RlffiIRL/CINCPACFLT

INFO RUEKDA/JCS

RUECW/CNO
•

RUHLHQjCINCPUCN

RUMFUI/ULKT/CTF SEVEN SEVEN

RUErcR/WHITE HOUSE

RUEPeR/STATE DEPARTMENT

RUEKDA/SEC DEF

RUEPIA/CIA

RUEPCR/DIRNSA

RUMJIR/AMm-ffi SAIGON

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV

RUMFS/COMNAVPHIL

RUMFCR/CTU SEVEN SEVEN PT SIX PT SIX

RUMFKB/CTU SEVEN ZERO PI' TWO PI' ONE

RUEAHQ/DIA

BT

T e P BEe REI

TONKIN GULF DESOTO PATROL (5)

SITREP TWO

•

I



I

A. COMSEVENTHFLT 120633Z

B. MY 180¢¢IZ

1. 181230Z NAVY PEON POSIT IARRN OPERATE j

REQUESTING AIR IMVER REPORTS FIRING ON CLOSING TGTS.

BHR LAUNCHED 2 F8 181240z. CONSTEL 2 F4B CTLD 1.

BOTH CVA HAVE 4A4/2 AIH COND I LOADED FOR

PT BOATS. FLARES INCLUDED

2. 181145Z WAVY PEON REPORTS QUOTE BELIEVE

SITUATION IN HAND AT PRESENT. DO NOT

REPEAT NOT REQUIRE ADDITIONAL ACFT. OVERHEAD UNQUOTE.

GP-l

BT

•



ZZ YEKAAH

DE YADLKR

ZKZK ZZ ZZZ DE

Zl1l

FM COMNAVFORJAPAN

TO DIRNSA

ZEM

G 0 NFl C E N T I A L

FOLLOWING RECEIVED FROM CTG 77~ 6.6 OVER EI"A'~ NET.

t
AT 181233Z AM FIRING ON CLOSING fARGET. REQUEST COVER

MOO WAS SENT TO USTDC FOR RELAY.

C FM 18/13¢lZ SEP DTG 1813¢lZ

r,

I



FOLLOWING MESSAGE PASSED FROM PORT WALLUT TO UNIDENTIFIED

2/Q/VHN/R105-64 ST 220 RPT 2/Q/VHN/R105-64 ST 22¢

I

P.L.
86-36

D
ZE

Z
(. __-r-----------!
_ 1174B 18/1337Z SEP

ZKZK ZZ SOA NNN NRL DE

Z 1813:;8Z ZIH

FM USN 27

TO DIST QUEBEC/MIKE

ZEN USN 467P

ZEM

5 E eRE r KIMBO

ENTITY AT 181¢38Z: //2 PART MESSAGE COMPLEl'E//

NR 32. TO ALL STATIONS. THE ENEMY IS CARRYING OUT PROVO­

CATIONS~ ALL STATIONS WILL INCREASE THE STRENGTH OF «THEIR»

AREAS; «BE ABLE TO» DISTINGUISH AMERICAN SHIPS; SOUTHERN

AREA. TRY YOUR BEST TO AVOID PROVOCATIONS; HOLD AGAIN THE

PROPOSAL OF NEW OPERATIONS OF KH 1¢¢ « A»; WARD OFF ENElIT

AIRCRAFT ATTACKS. ALL STATIONS PROMOTE DISPERSING «lGRU»

PREPARE ALL TO BE READY. SUGGEST SHIPS IN THE SOUTHERN

AREA « BEWARE» U. S. ATTACK RAIDER SHIPS ENTERING INTO

SHORE. THANK

( (A» AS IN TEXT j MEANING UNKNOWN



(confidential HVCCO until filled) •
, RIBUTION

B2
B22
B21
B23
B24
B26
AUSLO
P¢55
ADNSG
DRF

ADN
ADP
P¢5
P¢4
D31
D32

COpy NR.

to ···························································P.L.

86-36

DATE: 16 SEP 64

CUSASAPAG
PACS:ECRGM
DIRNAYSEGGRUPAC
DIRNAVSECGRU

CJ
USM-6.26J
USM-9

I ~uu
NSAPAC REp VlEI'N kef
NSAPACREP PHTT.

DIRNSA

TOP SEC RET Dl~Aa

TO: USN-27

U
INFO~ l~=_

USAFSS
CUSASA

ISUSLO (~~
HQ NSAPAC
ASSTDIRNAVSECGRU

_ FLASH
....CTION PRECEDENCE

Nc,A FORM N2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersede s N2288 REV fUN 61
to be used untll exhausted)

B.2¢5/316-64
NSA25X3
NSA25X6

SUBJECT: SIGINT READINESS

L IN VIEW OF RECENT ACTIONS AGAINST THE DESOTO PATROL IN THE GULF

e, TONKIN, SIGINT READINESS BRAVO IS DECLARED AT ACTION

ADDRESSEES THIS MESSAGE. .2. REPORTING TO BE ACCOMPLISHED lAW

FOLLOWING: A. ALL FIELD STATIONS REPORT DRvI UNCODED IREFLECTIONS/

REACTIONS TO DESOTO PATROL AS OBSERVED IAW TECHrNS 4¢14 AND 4¢19 AT

PRECEDENCE APPROPRIATE TO SIGNIFICANCE OF ACTY. ASSURE THAT USN-467

(ROUTING DESIGNATORI hCINCPAC;CINCPACFLT;CbMSEtrE:NriiFLi',

COMNAVPHIL, COMNAVFORJAPAN, NSAPAC REP VIETNAM ~, USN-.27,1'--__....J

USN-39, AND ALL CVA DETS WESTPAC ARE INCLUDED AS RECIPIENTS ALL

P.L.
86-36

RELE .... EO AT U I181335 ~

PAGE PAGES

1 OF .2
AGI HR.

"'GO HR.

¢9¢18 18

181 Z

LANG LTCOL USAF CH B.2

RELE .... IHG OFFICERORA FTER

REFERS TO MESSAGE

o CUMEHT MAR

e,
AGI

DTG

SUSPENSE

I



(confidential HVCCO until filled)

N',A FORM N2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersede s N2288 REV fUN 61
to be u s ed until exhausted)

ACTION PRECEDENCE

~ROMt DATEI

COpy HR.

IElUTION

TOI

REPORTS 9 WRITING IN TO ESTABLISHED DISTRIBUTIONS AS REQUIRED. SIX

HOUR REPORTING NOT RPI' NOT REQUIRED. IMPORTANT THAT TECH DATA

FORMING BASIS ALL REPORTS BE FORWARDED SOONEST POSSIBLE TO I ....J

DIRNSA ANDDFLAGALLREPORTSSIGINTREAD:J:N~$S,I~R.AYQQtJ'l'13()AJlI).

B. IWILLP~~~~~~~JJ.1ELYvnlJ\~~~~~PORTI~GA~~9YI~QFALL
I IREFLECTIONS/REACTIONS. J. FOIlElAPPIUlC YOU AllllANGE SUCH

I IPARTICIPATION AS YOU DEEM. APPROPRIATE

5X3
NSA25X6

COMCUR: P¢5, Dr. Shinn
ADP91'--- _ PROPOSED ~B.;;;;,Y.;..: _

BGrOUp11'-- _
L .'.······································································.NSA25X6

./R~ Instructions to field units
~IGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD.

and Chief 9 P¢5.

for reporting developments under
This action approved by Chief, B2

DRAFTER RELEASING OFFICER RELEASED AT u

2
PAGES

20FDOCUMENT M R

PAGE
;::;;::;;;::"iii;~T"iin;;C'TIJ1~-------_--L_---------------1

AGI NR.

AGO NR.

¢18/18
REFERS TO MESSAGE RCA_';0
AGI

DTG

SUSPENSE



-
P.L.
86-36

DE 556 18/1412Z SEP

ZKZK RR RNI DE

o 181408Z ZYH

FM DIRNSA

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY

USN 467P

ALL CVA NSG DETS WESTPAC

m!

a E e It E 'f ILfI-tBO CHANGE 2 2/Q/VHN/R12-64

CHANGE 2

DRV NAVAL MES'SAGE POSSIBLY REFERS TO "BATTLE POSTPONMENT"

10 CONTINUED ANALYSIS OF A DRV NAVAL MESSAGE RASSED AT 170834Z

BY UNIDENTIFIED CORRESPONDENTS INDICATES THE MESSAGE SHOULD

READ:

"SUB-UNIT 6«1)), (c VAL LET us KNOW) IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED

ORDERS TO FIctIT. ( ( SIGNED» DINH( ( 2) )

2. CHANGE TITLE TO READ: "DRV NAVAt MESSAGE POSSIBLY REFERS

TO "BATTLE ORDERS. II

«1 » AN ELEllliNT OF SOUTHERN FLEE!' AND PROBABLY COMPRISED OF

THREE VESSELS.

( ( 2» PROBABLY THE INDIVIDUAL PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED AS DEPUTY

COMMANDER OF SUB-UNIT AND SKIPPER OF SWATOW 495. I



I

IL---

ZKZK 00 ZAD ZHA DECA83?

ZKZK 00 ONN ZSL DEDZB13¢

CDA 435VV KCG489VV PHAH¢52B327VH068¢TFC681UN16¢

00 RUEPCR RUEPIA

DE RUMGUN 315 18!1426Z

o 181426z

FM CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT SIX

TO RUATUL/COMSEVENTHFLT

RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT

INFO RUEKA/JCS

RUECW/CNO

RUHLHQ/CINCPAC

RUMFUKDZU5KT/CTF SEVEN SEVEN

RUEPCR/WHITE HOUSE

RUEPCR/STATE DEPT

RUEKDA/SEC DEF

RUEPIA/CIA

RUEPCR!DIRNSA

RUMJIR/AMEMB SAIGON

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV

RUMFS/COMNAVPHIL

RUMFCR/-¢EV/CTU SEVEN SEVEN PT SIX PT SIX

RUAGFL/M3TC/CTU SEVEN ZERO PI' TWO PT ONE

RUEAHQ/JCS

T Q P SEe RET

TONKIN GULF DESOTO PATROL (s)

SITREP FOUR

A. COMSEVENTHFLT 12¢633Z

•

I



B. MY 181337Z

1. 181355Z WAVY PEON REPORTS HE HAS

HELD TOTAt OF FIVE HOSTILE SURF TGTS AND HAS XARED ON AU. GR

REPORTS BELIEVE THREE TGTS SUNK.

2. NEGATIVE DAMAGE TO DESOTO SHIPS 181408Z.

3. 181408Z. WAVY PEON REPORTS PROCEEDING TO POINT NORTHEAST OF

POINT ALFA GUND WILL AMPLIFY INFO smT PREVIOUSLY. AU. QUIET AT

PRESENT. GP-l



I

::0: 18/=Z:
ZKZK 22 HHA DE

2 1814402 2YH

FM USN 27J

TO USN 27

INFO DIRNSA

ZEM

SEC RET KfMDO

DESOTO SUPPORT

A. USN-27 1813382

1. MESSAGE REPORTED REF A INTERCEPTED TIllS STA AND REPORTED AS

FOL:

RADIO STATIONS PROMOTE DISPERSION AND CAMOUFLAGE AND PREPARE TIlE

SURFACE PREPARATIONS. TAKE PRECAUTIONS AGAINST THE SVN SHIPS

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF TIlE AMERICAN SHIPS TO ATTACK AND RAID

TIlE COAST. TIlANH J,lVN

20 CACS DAIR SUCQ TIDENSIPHAAF HANS NGUYJ TRANG CHUAANR BIJ

CACS MAW'I'J SAWNR SANGF. DEEF mOCGF TAUF MlEENF NAM LOWIJ

ZUNGJ TAUF MYX TAANS COONG BIEETJ KICHS VWOF BOWF. THANH

30 MSG INTERCEPI'ED AT 10012. TEXT ESSENTIALLY SAME AS MSG

INTERCEPTED AT 10042 WITH ADD AS FOL: TAKE PRECAUTIONS AGAINST

ENEMY AIR ATTACK. DEEF mONGF MAYS BUY DICHJ TAANS COONG

•
P.L.
86-36

I



DE RUEPCR 194 18/2053Z

2 1820522

INFO RUEMl/WHlTE HOUSE

RUEHCR/STATE DEPI'

RUEPIA/CIA

RUEPCR/NSA

2 1815422

FM CTU 77.6.6

TO AlG 181

RUMSSA/OOMUSMACV

ZEN/CTF 77

RUMFUAO/C7OG/CTF 76

ZEN/CTG 77.7

ZEN/CTG 77.6

RUWDAF/MoPHOToUPAC

ZEN/NAVCOMMSSA PHIL

BT

SEl6RET

I

AMPLIFYING REPORT ON DESOTO 1813272 SITREP

1. SITREP FOLLOWS IN TWO PARTS FACTS AND OPINIONS.

A. AT 181992H MORTON AND EDWARDS STEAMING IN COLUMN DISTANCE 2C/;¢0

YOS COURSE 130 SPEED 20 KTS CONDITION OF READINESS THREE 3 AT LAT

15-48N LONG 106-48.6E.

s. MADE SURFACE RADAR CONTACT AT 181943H BRG 118 RANGE 20,500 YDS

TRACKED ON COURSE 21.'3 AT 17 KTS NO LIGHTS SHOWING. WATCHED CONTACT

CLOSING UNTIL A 11,500 YDS WITH A 150-3400 YO CPA..

PAGE 2. RUMFCR 417 S E G R 15 If



C. AT 18195~H WITH TARGET AT APPROX 95~ IDS TURNED RIGHT 3¢ DEGREES

AND INCREASED SPEED TO 25 KTS TO CLEAR CONTACT MORE. AT 2¢14 TURNED

RIGHT 6'/J MORE DEGREES WHEN RANGE CONTINUED TO CLOSE CONTACT SIT

TO 2 CONTACTS CAME RIGHT AND INCREASED SP TO 23 KNOTS. HEARD
"

HYDROFliONE EFFECTS ON SAME BEARING. (NOTE: TRAINING OF SHAHMEN'

CONDUCTED YESTERDAY.)

D. 182000H SSS CORD OF READINESS ONE BOTH SHIPSTURNED 60 DEGREES

FURTHER RIGHT TO EVADE TORPEDOES IN CASE FIRED.

E. 182'/Jf/J6H MADE SURFACE CONTACT BRG 292 RANGE 1l,2~.

F• 182~H CHANGED COURSE TO 160. AND SPEED TO 15 KNOTS TO PASS

BETWEEN CONTACTS IN CASE FRIENDLY.

G. NO CONTACTS SHOWED ANY LIGHTS.

H. 182~154H DECmED TO MOVE BEl'WEEN AND AWAY FROM TA.RGETS RAPIDLY.

I. 182'/J18H CONTACTS ON BOTH BOWS CLOSING TRACKED AT SPEEDS FROM

22-35 KNOTS.

J. 182'/J19H AT BEARING 7 RANGE MILES DIRECTED MORTON FIRED ONE

WARNING SHOT AHEAD OF CONTACTS ON PORT BOW.

K. 182'/J2'/JH WHEN TARGETS CONTINUED TO CLOSE RAPIDLY ORDERED MORTON

TO OPEN FIRE.

L. AT 182¢22H DIRECTm> EDWARDS TO FIRE WARNING SHOT AHEAD OF CLOSING

PAGE 3 RMFCR 417B So:B eRE l'

TARGET ON HIS SIDE.

M. 182¢23H MORTON CEASEoF:tRE, HITS OBSERVED, ONE TARGET DISAPPEARm

OTHER OPENED RAPIDLY TO SOUTHWEST.

N. AT 182'/J25Z Dmm EDWARDS TO OPEN FIRE ON TARGET CJ,oSING ON HIS

SIDE. liQUR HITS OBSERVED BY EDWARD TARGET APPEARED AND CEASED FIRE AT

182'/J32H.



O. 182028H MORTON FIRED WARNING SlOT AT TARGET BEARING 14~5~ WITH
1

HYDROPHONE EFFECTS OPENED FIRE AT 2026H. THREE HITS OBSERVED TARGET

FADED.

P. BOTH SHIPS FIRED ON TARGET AT 079-85¢¢¢ AT 2136 ONE DIRECT HIT BY

MORTON AND FIVE HITS OBSERVED BY EDWARD. TARGET DISAPPEARED.

Q. 182137H CEASED ALL FIRING.

R. NO TARGETS VISUALLY SIGHTED. NO DESCRIPl'ION POSSIBLE.

TOTAL ROUNDS FIRED BY MORTON 56-5 INCH 128-3 INCH. BY EDWARDS

205 INCH 6f/Jf/J5 INCH NO KNOWN ROUNDS FIRED AT EITHER MORTON OR EDWARDS.

S. NO KNOWN TORPEDOES FIRED AT EITHER SHIP.

T. ALL CONTACTS RADAR

30 OPINIONS TYPE SHIP NOT KNOWN COULD BE SWATOWS OUTSIDE OF GUN

RANGE. IF SWATOWS ONLY EXPLANATION FOR NOT USING ALL OF SPEED IS

UNSURE OF DESTROYER PO~ITIONS.

GP-3



Z 18155¢Z

PM JCS

TO UHPA/CINCPAC

INFO RUPB/CINCPACFLT

BT

TOr 5 E C ft E r JCS 8790

1" ANSWERS TO FOLLOWING QUESTIONS REQUIRED ASAP

AT HIGHEST LEVELS~

A. WAS IT INTENTIONAL ATTACK?

B. WAS TARGET FIRING?

c. WHAT WAS THE TARGET?

D. WHAT MANEUVERS DID THEY MAKE?

2" REQUEST REPLY IN PARTS IF' NECESSARY. ~

I



ZKZK 00 DZI ZHA DELAA545LDA824ZDA327AHL6¢5
•

199BL..---
ZKZK 00 NOL NNN NSD NRL DE

o 181614Z ZYH

FM USN 27

TO DIST QUEBEC/INDIA

PLUS ALL eVA NOO DETS WESTPAC

USN 467P

USN 27J

ZEM

~ E e It B 'f' KHH30

P.L.
86-36

I

I

2/Q/VHS/R46-64 ST22¢ FOR EVALUATION SIGINT READINESS BRAVO j

OUTBOARD j REPORT NUMBER 2.

DRV SHIPPING COMMS REFLECT PRESENCE OF DESOTO PATROL.

AT 1814192 THE CARGO VESSEL THONG NHAT INFORMED HAIPHONG IN

A MULTI-SUBJECT MESSAGE THAT QTE THE ENDrr SHIP WAS SOUTHEAST

OF HON MATT AND AT 21¢55 «SIC)) ADDITIONAL ENEMY «lGR u)).

UNITS PREPARE FOR BATTLE UNQTE.



(confidential HVCCO until filled)

tlI'ROMt DIRNSA

TO: NSAPAC REP VIETNAM ~
USN~27

'f C r 5 E eRE l' DINAR

N~;A FORM N2288 REV AUG 63

{Superue de s N2288 REV JUN 61
to be used until exhausted)

ACTION PRECEDENCE

IMMEDIATE

INFO~ USN-27J

B26!4¢5!64 ws 53¢

IMMEDIATE NONE

DATE: 18 SEPT~ER 1964

COpy HR.

IBUTION

B
B2
ADP
DRF
P¢5
B26
NSACC

I
HAVE URGENT REQUIREMENT HIGH LEVEL SOURCE FOR ANY SIGINT

ANSWERS TO FOLLOWING QUESTIONS RELATING TO CURRENT DESOTO INCIDENT~

A, WAS IT INTENTIONAL ATTACK?

B. WAS TARGET FIRING?

C. WHAT WAS THE TARGET?

D. WHAT MANEUVERS DID THEY MAKE?

4I'R: This action directed by G~n. Blake,

RELEAIEO AT U

18173¢ ~

PAGE PAGES

1 OF 1
AGI NR.

AGO NR.

¢ 6 18

181 82

RELEASING OFFICJi[R

P.L. 86-36

REFERS TO MESSAGE

CRAFTER

DTG

N
o

N
SUSPENSE E



(confidential HVCCO until filled)

I

•
:.2
5P.L. 86-36

SPECIAL H .HOLING

NONE (LIZ) (IOH)

NSA25X3

DATEI 18 SEP 64 ADP
A
DRF
A2
A232
B2
B231
P05
P055
TIl

NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61
to be used until exhauated)

ACTION PRI!CED~CE

PRIORITY

TOI I I
OSA-32

D
AFSS/FM ( COURIER)

5 13 eRE 'f ICIMflO

_ROM. DIRNSA

A2/3283

L DURING PERIOD OF SIGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD REQUIRE FOLLOW-

ING ACTIONS: REPORT (PRIORITY PRECEDENCE) TOI rAND DIRNSA

(DDI LIZ AND IOH) ANY WEATHER REPORTING THAT WOULD SUGGEST MOVEMENT

~EPLOYMENT OF VIETNAMESE/CHICOM FORCES. GENERAL GUIDANCE PROVIDED

TECHINS 7002.

2. SPECIFICALLY REQUEST THE FOLLOWING FROM NORTH VIErNAMESE COMMUNI-

CATION ENTI'rIES~

A. ALL WEATHER APPEARING ON DRV AIR DEFENSE (VHZ) AND VHA/VHV

COMMUNICATIONS.

B. ALL HALF-HOURLY WEATHER APPEARING ON ANY VHT ENTITIES AND ON

CH A2)2 5196~

AIILIIAIINCI O .... ICIIA All LIIAIIIO AT

181715
CAPT USN, CH A2 470 PAClII IIIAQII:I

P.L.
86-36

AQI NA.

AE .. EAI TO MEIIAQE

AQO NA.

¢9¢97/18

AGO

~GI
DTG

SUSPENSE

1817492

I



•NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61
to be used until e xheueted}

ACTION PRECEDENCE

-----------1 ---.1... -.-..==="..,....-- _

\
{confidential HVCCO until filled}

DATE: 18 SEP 64

TO:

Co OTHER 'I'HAN NORMALLY TRANSMITTED TERMINAl. AIR FORECAStS ON VBT

ENTrnES AND CSTB 5¢2f/JL

D. OUT OF AREA/COUNTRY WEATHER DATA REQUEST"

E" NORTH VTE..'TNAMESE WEATHER APPEARING ON AID.1L.. lEr-T~ITY."

F" TNTRODUC'rION OF ANY ENCRYPrION SY:':;'.!'EMS

CONCUH
5X3

P.L. 86-36

M/H~ Providing guidance to field stations in reporting under present
alert conditions.

____.....J~/C.A.r;~ USAF/ A23Zl/4207s

RELEASING; OFFICER RELEASED AT

PAG;ES

2 OF 2
OOCUMENOO~....NT"iX1:Rl<TNi~----------..i-------------------lPA G;E

AG;I NR.

AG;O NR.

REFERS TO MESSAG;E

6-0"'GI
DTG

SUSPENSE

I



ZKZK ZZ HHA NRL DE

H/W CORRECTED COpy DESTROY ALL OTHERS

DEI Il¢118/1946Z SEP

ZKZK ZZ HHA IRL DE

Z 181945Z Z!H

FN USN-27J

TO QUEBEC ONE/CHARLIE

I ~AFSS()SAC

I kFsso CONl\D

I IAFSSO TAC

COMNAVFORJAPAN

L.....-__~tJsN- 467P

COM»AW'Hll.

COMTAIWANDEFCOM/US

''''NSA25X3

P.L. 86-36

I



I

5 E C Fi. E T KmO

DESOTO SUPPORT

2/Ql/VHN/R2¢-64 RPI' 2/QJ/VHN/R2¢-64 Sf22¢ SPOT REPORT

DRV PREPARATIONS AGAINST ATTACK.

10 IN A MESSAGE INTERCEPTED IN FOUR PARTS FROM 181719Z TO

181826z FROM POSS BAI CHAY ADDRESSED TO ALL STATIONS AND THE

SWATOW PGM-S T-12¢, T-134 AND THE SO-I SUBCHASER T~227, 'rwo

AMERICAN DESTROYERS WERE REPORTED 4¢ NAUT MILES EAST OF HON MAT

(18~43N 1¢5-57E). AN AREA DIRECTIVE WITHIN THE MESSAGE INDICATED

IT WAS PRIMARILY FOR NAVY AND AIR DEFENSE AND AU. STATIONS SHOULD

QUOTE COMPLETELY DISPERSE «lGR U» - REINFORCE AREAS ~ PREPARE ~

MAINTAIN EXACTLY INTENTIONS « IGR U» «MINHS--5IC» «lGR U» HAS

JUST BEEN PUBLISIZED «2GR U» EXTERMINATE ENEMY UNQUOTE. THE

MESSAGE CONTINUED WITH A TONE THAT INDICATED FEAR ON AN ATTACK

AND INSTRUCTED THAT COMMUNICATIONS BE MAINTAINED IN THE AREA.

IT ENDFD WITH QUOTE THE WARSHIP IS DOING EXACTLY WHAT «100 U)

SAID THAT IT WOULD UNQUOTE.

•



I

604 18/1956Z SEP--_---J
ZKZK 00 RN! DE

o 181948Z Z!H

PM DIRNSA

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY

USN~467P

ALL eVA NSG DETS WESTPAC

ZE)f

8 B e R Ei 'F KnmG

2/0/VHN/R14~64 ST 220

DRV ANTICIPATES ATTACK BY SOUTH VIETNAMESE VESSELS

FlffiTHER STIllY OF THE DRV NAVAL MESSAGE REPORTF.D IN 2/Gti
VHN/

Hl¢5~64 INDICATES THAT DRIl NAVAL AUTHORITIES FEAcR SOUTH 'VIETNAMESE;

SHIPS MIGHT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE SITUATION IN THE Gm,F OF"

TO:NKIN~

"NUMBER 32e TO ALL STATIONS~ THE ENEMY IS ADVANCING TO

PROVOKE «(US) L ALL STATIONS STRENGTHEN YOUR AREAS AND

DISTINGUISH BETWEEN AMERICAN AND SOUTH VIEI'NAMESE SHIPS o

AlTaID PROVOKING (THEM)) 0 ADOPI' THE NEW OPERATIONAL

GUtDEJ,.INES OF x-i «UNIDENTIFIED COMMAND AU'l"HORIT! ~

NOR7'HERN FLEET AREA)). A.LL STATIONS DISPERSE «1 GR U) L

•

P.L. 86-36

I



MAKE PREPARATIONS FOR EVERY POS:SIBILT1'Y ;i;ND BE READY TO

DEFEND AGAINST SOUTH VIETNAMESE SHIPS TAKING ADVANTAGE

OF THE «PRESENCE OF» U.S. SHIPS TO ATrACK THE SHORE"

( ( SIGNED) ) THANH

COMME:NT~

IN LIGHT OF THE ABOVE~ IT APPEARS THAT' THE DRV IS NaT

ONt! APPREHENSIVE OF u.s. ACTIVITIES IN THE G~~F Of TONKIN 9

BUT IS CONCERNED THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE MAY LAUNCH RAIDS

ALONG THE COAST OF THE DRV' UNDER COVER OF ANY CONFUSION

CAUSED BY THE PRESENCE OF U. S. SHIPS.



I

P.L. 86-36

JHDEA

603 18/1955Z SEPL...-__----'-

ZKZK 00 RNU DE

o 181950Z zru

FM DIRNSA

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY

USN-467P

ALL eVA NSG.DETSWESTPAC

__----ItWH1TE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM
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THROUGHOUT THE DAY OF 17 SEPI'EMBER 1964~ DRV NAVY il-lliSSAGES

INDICATED THAT THEY WERE AWARE OF T'HE PRESENCE OF U.S. DESTROYERS

IN THE GULF OF TONKIN. THOUGH ONE MESSAGE ON THAT DAX ASKED A

NAVAL ELEr-1ENT IF IT HAD RECEIVED ORDERS TO FIGHT:; THERE WERE NO

FIRST INDICATIONS OF HOSTILE INTENT. MOST MESSAuLS ALERTED FLEET

ELEMENTS TO THE PRESENCE OF HOSTILE SHIPS AND AD'I,HSED THEM TO

GUARD AGAINST POSSIBLE ATTACK.

THE U. S. DESTROYERS BEGAN THE PATROL AT 2336Z J 16 SEPl'El-1BER.

THEY FIRST CAME UNDER RADAR SURVEILLANCE AT 06¢4Z ~ 17 SEPrEMBE:R

WHEN AN INDENTIFIED STATION PASSED A TRACKING ORIGINATED BY THE

RADAR FACILITY AT ID:NH SON (1?-57N 1¢6~3¢E). NO FURTHER

TRACKINGS WERE OBSERVED UNTIL 09452, 17 SEPTEMBER WHEN HON MATT

(18~48N 1¢5~58E) BEGAN TO CONTINUOUSLY TRACK THE DESTROYERS

THROUGH 11332; A SINGLE TRACKING WAS LATER OBSERVED AT 23302.

VINH SON~ WHICH ORIGINATED THE FIRST TRACKING AT 06042,

17 SEPTEMBER DID NOT COMMENCE CONTINUOUS TRACKING UNTIL 2116Z~

THAT DAY; ITS LAST TRACKING WAS NOTED AT 22272.

THE USS MORTON REPORTED THAT IT WAS FIRING ON A CLOSING

'TARGET AT 1233Z, 18 SEPTEMBER.

FOLLOWING ARE GISTS OF THE MORE SIGNIFICANT MESSAGES WHICH

PRECEDED THE ATTACK ON THE U. s. DESTROYERS~

17f/J203Z~ PORT WALLUT INFORMED ALL STATIONS AND SHIPS THAT THE

SEVENTH FLEET WAS ACTIVE. ALL STA'rIONS AND SHIPS WERE,

FlJRTHER INFORMED THAT HEADQUARTERS REALIZED THAT THE

E.'NEMY COULD ENTER THE GULF AND STEAM CLOSE TO THE

SHORELINE THEREBY PROVOKING THE DRV. A'LL SHIPS AND

STATIONS WERE ORDERED TO GUARD AGAINST A POSSIBLE

Erffim ATTACK FROM THE AIR OR THE SEA AND OTHER



POSSIBLE PROVQCATIONS.

170418-
171¢25Z: MESSAGE INTERCEPTm REPORTED TWO ENDfY DESTROYERS UNDER

OBSERVATION. DESTROYERS WERE THEN SHADOWED BY T-520

UNTIL 171550Z.
~'

170420Z: THE T-146 W!SINFORMED THAT THE uENPXY HAS THE INTENTIONS

OF PROVOKING AWD PoSSIBLY ATTACKING BY MEANS OF 'mE

SEA AND AIR -RoUTE. n SHE WAS ORDERED TO CAMOUFlAGE,

PREPARE FOR A POSSIBLE ATTACK AND AWAIT FORmER ORDERS.

170526Z: MESSAGE TO ALL STATIONS AND ALL VESSELS STATED THAT

RADAR CONTACT HAD BEHX MADE WITH THE TWO (DESTROYERS).

170714z: BEN THUY IBFORMED THE T-259, T-253 AND SUB-UNIT 2 THAT"

AT If/1111t} ON 17 SEPl'EMBER THERE WERE TWO DESTRoYERS

BEARING 99 ,DEGREES, RANGE 28 NAUTICAL MILES, COURSE

390 DEGREES" SPEED 18 KNOTS. THE OBSERVING SITE WAS

POSSIBLY VINH SON. ALL SHIPS WIRE ORDEIm> TO EFFECT

ALERT CONDITION 1 AND COMMENCE PATROLS" GUARDING

AGAINST A POSSIBLE ATTACK.

170722Z~ MESSAGE TO DET 2, 253 AND 259: "AT PRESENT HAVE 'IWO

DESTROYERS TO THE NORTHWEST 25 NAUTICAL MILES GOING

SLOWLY TO '!'HE SOUTH. 90 MILES FROM DONG HOI « THERE IS»

ONE AIRCRAFT CARRIER.

17¢830Z~ AN UNmENTIFIED FLEET ACTIVITY ASKED SUB-UNIT 6 IF IT

HAS RECEIVED ORDERS TO FIGHT. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF

THIS ORDER IS UND~.

172115Z: TRACKING REPORTS FR(JJ{ VIHH SON PLACED TARGET(S) AT

APPROXIMATE POSITION OF 18-33N 106-461" COURSE 299.

172338Z: MESSAGE STATED THAT "TWO EN»!! DESTROYERS OBSERVED AT



r

r:

r:

1118 AT 17250 LOST THE TARGET - TURNED OVER SHADOWING

RESPONSIBILITY TO THE 52_0·

1S;247Z: A MESSAGE PASSED FR0K AI UliIDDITIFIED VESSKL TO AI

UlmmTIFIl!D SHORE BASIq) SHIPPING NET CONTROL STATION

STATED: "CAN SEE CLEARLY NUMBER 946 AND 95¢. PREPARING

FOR BATTLE." THE NUMBER OF THE USS EDWARDS DD IS 95¢

AND THE USS MORTON DD IS 948. AT THE TIME OF INTERCEPr

THE TWO U.S. DESTROYERS PASSED TWO FISHING VESSELS

AT A DISTANCE OF 2,f/IIIIJ ms,

18¢255Z: MESSAGE STATED POSITIOI OF TWO DESTROYERS.

18¢418Z: '1'RE CARGO VESSEL THONG-OAT INFORMED HAIPHONG THAT THE

ENDlY SHIP WAS HEADING FIQI THE SOUTH ON A BOR'mERLY .

COURSE.

181¢38Z: MESSAGE TO ALL STATIOtlS WARNIBG THEM OF THE ENDlY

ADVANCING TO PROVOKE THEK. Sl'ATIONS ARE ORDERED TO

STRENGTHEN THEIR ARElS, DISTDIGUISH BETWEEN U.S. AND

SOU'1'R YIE'DlAl!ESE SHIPS, AID AVOID PROVOKING THEK.

MESSAGE ALSO WARNED AGAINST soum VIETNAMESE SHIPS

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE PRESENCE OF U.S o SHIPS TO

ATTACK THE, SflORE.
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NONE

18 SEPI'EMBER 1964DATE:

NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV fUN 61
to be used until exhausted)

SUBJECT: DESOTO SURVEILLANCE

B2¢5/323/64

ACTION PRECEDENCE

IMMEDIATE

TO: DIA/ISle (CIIC) ATTN COL GASPARD
JCS J3 (JRC CDE FITZWATER)

L PURSUANT TO TELEPHONIC REQUIREMENT THIS DATE FOLLOWING INFORMATI

IS SUPPLIED. INFORMATION AUiO RELEASED AS 2/0/VHN/RI3-64 18195¢Z.

20 THROUGHOUT THE DAY OF 17 SEPI'EMBER 1964, DRV NAVY MESSAGES INDI­

CATED THAT THEY WERE AWARE OF THE PRESENCE OF U.S. DESTROYERS IN THE

(confidential HVCCO until filled)

GULF OF TONKIN. THOUGH ONE MESSAGE ON THAT DAY ASKED A NAVAL ELEMENT

IF IT HAD RECEIVED ORDERS TO FIGHT, THERE WERE NO FIRM INDICATIONS 0

HOSTILE INTENT. MOST MESSAGES ALERTED FLEET ELEMENTS TO THE PRESENC

eF HOSTILE SHIPS AND ADVISED THEM TO GUARD AGAINST POSSIBLE ATTACK.

THE U.S. DESTROYERS BEGAN THE PATROL AT 2336Z, 16 SEPTEMBER.

THEY FIRST CAME UNDER RADAR SURVEILLANCE AT ¢6¢4Z, 17 SEPTEMBER WHEN

AN UNIDENTIFIED STATION PASSED A TRACKING ORIGINATED BY THE RADAR

FACILITY AT VINH SON (17-57N 1¢6-3¢E). NO FURTHER TRACKINGS WERE

OBSERVED UNTIL C/1945Z, 17 SEPTEMBER WHEN HON MATT (18-48N 1¢5-58E)

BEGAN TO CONTINUOUSLY TRACK THE DESTROYERS THROUGH 1135Z;

I
PAGES

1 OF 5

18213¢ ;I

RELEASED AT

CH B2¢51 51745

RELEASING OFFICERDJIIAFTER

AOI NR.

P.L. 86-36
AGO NR.
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(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 COpy MR.
(Supersedes N2288 REV /UN 61
to be used until exhausted)

ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE

~OMa DATEs

TO,

A SINGLE TRACKING WAS LATER OBSERVED AT 233¢Z. VINH SON j WHICH

ORIGINATED THE FIRST TRACKING AT ¢6'IJ4Z j 17 SEPI'm-mER DID NOT

COMMENCE CONTINUOUS TRACKING UNTIL 2l16Z j THAT DAY; ITS LAST

TRACKING WAS NOTED AT 2227Z~

THE USS MORTON REPORTED THAT IT WAS FIRING ON A CLOSING

TARGEr AT 1233Z j 18 SEPl'EMBER.

FOLLOWING ARE GISTS OF THE MORE SIGNIFICANT MESSAGES WHICH

PRECEDED THE ATTACK ON THE U.S. DESTROYERS:

17¢2¢3Z~ PORT WALLUT INFORMED ALL STATIONS AND SHIPS THAT THE

SEVENTH FLEET WAS ACTIVE. ALL STATIONS AND SHIPS WERE

FURTHER INFORMED THAT HEADQUARTERS REALIZED THAT THE

ENl!)f! COULD mTER THE GULF AND STEAM CLOSE TO THE

SHORELINE THEREBY PROVOKING THE DRV. ALL SHIPS AND

STATIONS~ ORDERED TO GUARD AGAINST A POSSIBLE

ENEXY ATTACK FROM THE AIR OR THE SEA AND OTHER POSSIBLE

FmOVOCATIONS.

17¢U8=
171¢25Z~ MESSAGE INTERCEPTED REPORTED TWO ENEMY DESTROYERS UNDER

OBSERVATION. DESTROYERS WERE THEN SHADOWED BY T-52¢

O.. A ... TEIII .. II:LII:AIING O ...... re ... ...L.AI.O AT

PAGES
OOCUNoo:cmi'l"R''l'''''Ql:1IfInmr----------L-----------------1 PAGE

2 0... 5
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AGO NR.
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(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63
(Supe'Bedu N22BB REV JUN 61
to be ueed until emaud.d)

ACTION P"ECI!Dl!NCE

COpy MR.

DATE,

TOs

UNTIL 171550Z.

17¢42f/JZ~ THE T-146 WAS INFORMED THAT THE QTE ENEMY HAS THE INTENTION

OF PROVOKING AND POSSIBLY A'rl'ACKING BY MEANS OF THE SEA

AND AIR ROUTE. UNQTE SHE WAS ORDERED TO CAMOUFLAGE, PREP

FOR A reSSIBLE ATTACK AND AWAIT FURTHER ORDERS.

17f/J526Z~ MESSAGE TO ALL SfATIONS AND ALL VESSELS STATED THAT RADAR

CONTACT HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE TWO (DESTROYERS).

17f/J714Z~ BEN THUY INFORMED THE T-259, T-253 AND SUB-UNIT 2 THAT,

A AT If/J(1lf/JG ON 17 SEPTEMBER THERE WERE TWO DEsrROYERS BEARING

99 DEGREES, RANGE 28 NAUTICAL MILES, COURSE 390 DEGREES,

SPEED 18 KNOTS. THE OBSERVING SITE WAS POSSIBLY VINH SON.

ALL SHIPS WERE ORDERED TO EFFECT ALERT CONDITION 1 AND

COMMENCE PATROLS, GUARDING AGAINST A POSSIBLE ATTACK.

17f/J722Z~ MESSAGE TO DET 2, 253 AND 259: QTE AT PRESENT HAVE TWO

DESTROYERS TO THE NORTHWEST 25 NAUTICAL MILES GOING SLOWLY

TO THE SOUTH. 9f/J MILES FROM DONG HOI (THERE IS) ONE

AIRCRAFT CARRIER UNQUOTE.

17f/J83f/JZ~ AN UNIDENTIFIED FLEET ACTIVITY ASKED SUB-UNIT 6 IF IT HAD

J
~AGlE.

0,. 53
DOC

~AGII:DO'C'mil'I'A'nrllflln'AT-----------....L-------------;
1.0' Hill.

AGO Hill.
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NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 83
(Supereedee N2288 REV JUN 61
to be ueed until emaud.d)

ACTION P"I!:CI!:DENCE

COpy MR.

• ..0Ma DATEI

TO.

RECEIVED ORDERS TO FIGHT. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS ORDER

IS UNDETERMINED.

172115Zg TRACKING REPORTS FROM VINH SON PLACED TARGET(S) AT

APPROXIMATE POSITION OF 18-33N 1¢6-46E, COURSE 299.

172338Zg MESSAGE STATED THAT QTE TWO ENE2fi DESTROYERS OBSERVED AT 11 8

AT 1725. LOST THE TARGET-TURNED OVER SHADOWING

RESPONSIBILITY TO THE 520 UNQUOTE.

18¢247Z~ A MESSAGE PASSED FROM AN UNIDENTIFIED VESSEL TO AN

UNIDENTIFIED SHORE BASED SHIPPING NET CONTROL STATION

STATED: QTE CAN SEE CLEARLY NUMBER 946 AND 950. PREPARING

FOR BATTLE UNQTE. THE NUMBER OF THE USS EDWARDS DD IS 950

AND THE USS MORTON DD IS 948. AT THE TIME OF INTERCEPT

THE TWO U.S. DESTROYERS PASSED '1WO FISHING VESSELS AT A

DISTANCE OF 2,0¢¢ IDS.

18¢255Zg MESSAGE STATED POSITION OF TWO DESTROYERS.

18¢418Z~ THE CARGO VESSEL THONG-NHAT INFORMED HAIPHONG THAT THE

ENEMY SHIP WAS HEADING FROM THE SOUTH ON A NORTHERLY

COURSE.

"I:I.I:ASING O....ICI:" "&I.I:ASI:O AT

DODOiroiill'lll'l'"1ll{"oTA"I---------.L----------------i ~AOI: ~AOI:S
4 01" 5
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(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 153
(Supereedes N2288 REV JUN 61'0 be ueed un'" exhausted)

COpy NR.

DATE.

TO.

181~38Z~ MESSAGE TO ALL STATIONS WARNING THEM OF THE ENEMY

ADVANCING TO PROVOKE THEM. STATIONS ARE ORDERED TO

STRENGTHEN THEIR AREAS, DISTINGUISH BE'l'WEENU.S. AND

SOUTH VIETNAMESE SHIPS, AND AVOID PROVOKING THEM.

MESSAGE ALSO WARNED AGAINST SOUTH VIETNAMESE SHIPS

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE PRESENCE OF U.S. SHIPS TO ATTACK

THE SHORE.

M/R ~ Response to DIA request for SIGINT reflections of DRV
surveillance of Desoto Patrol. This satisfied PROD Requirement
$62-64.

,'1:1. ..... ,101. O ....IC ... .. D T
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ZK2K MO ZSl, ZLA AOH HIl DE

Sf'S 497

•
00 RUEPCR

DE RUEPCR 80 18!¢31¢Z

o 19¢3¢9Z

PM JCS

RUEPCR/WHITE WHITE

RUEHCR/STATE DEPI'

RUEPIA/CIA

RUEPCR!NSA

P 1823432

FM CINCPAC

TO AIG 929

INFO RUHPHR/CINCUSARPAC

RUHPM/CINCPACFLT

RUHLKM/CINCPACAF

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV

ROAMC/COMUSKOREA

RUAGFL/COMUSTDC

RUAUAZ!COMUSJAPAN

RUMFS/CINCPACREP PHIL

RUKDAG/CINCAL

RUWGALB/CINCNORAD

RlJFLC/USCINCEUR

RUAPAL/USCINCSO

RUC JHK/C INCSTRIKE

RUECBAC/CINCLANT

RUHPCR/CINCSAC

..

I

1""--------_



RUHFHK/~INCPAC ADV

RUMGO/CINCPAC Ace

BT

TOP 5 ~ eRE ,

TONKIN GULF (U)

SITREP 1 THROUGH 1812¢¢Z

10 AT 181143Z GULF OF TONKIN DESOTO PATROL CONSISTING OF

DO is MORTON AND EDWARDS MADE RADAR CONTACT WITH SURFACE

TARGETS CLOSING AT SPEEDS FRCOM 22-35 KNOTS. WARNING SHOTS

FlREDy TARGETS CONTINUED CLOSING. TARGETS ENGAGED DURING PERIOD

18112¢ZTO 181337Z. ESTIMATED FOUR TO FIVE TARGETS TAKEN UNDER

FIRE.

NO TARGETS VISUALLY SIGHTED. NO KNOWN ROUND OR

PAGE REPCR 8'/J T (5 P 3 E e It E ,

TORPEDOES FIRED AT EITHER DD.

2. AREA TO BE SEARCHED AT DAYLIGHT FOR EVIDENCE. PREPARATIONS
••

BEING MADE FOR POSSIBLE RETALIATORY ACTION BY PACFLT AND

PACAF UNIT'~l.

3. RESUMPrION OF DESOTO PATROL AWAI'r'lNG JG S APPROVsr.,

4. 2f/J F~l¢f/Ji S DIRECTED PROCEED CLARK AND DANANG.

5. NO O~ER ACTIONS ORDERED.~

B'T'

1_-

•



Non - Responsive

(unclassified until filled)

NSA FORM '<2288 REV AUG 63

~
\COpy HR.

(Supersedes N2288 REV fUN 61
to be ue ed until exhausted)

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE ISPECIAL HANOLING \\

IMMEDTATE. MMtU A .~: ::z;;
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-----
PAGE.S

AGI NR.

AGO NR.
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ZIZI PP ZLA HI! AOH ZAn DE

PP RUEpeR

DE RUEPCR 95 19/C/J537Z

P 19C/J536Z

FM JCS

INFO RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE

RUEHCR/STATE DEPT

RUEPIA/CIA

RUEPCR/NSA

19C/J152Z

FM CINCPAC

TO TUHLHL/CINCPACFLT

INFO RUMFCR/COMSEVENTHFLT

RUMFCR/CTF 77

RUMFCR/CTG 77.6

RUMFCR/CTG 77.6

RUMFCR/CTU 77.6.6

RUEKDA/JCS

BT

S~ert!lI

DESOTO INCIDENT (U)

10 I APPRECIATE THE EFFORTS OF ALL COMMANDS CONCERNED IN THEIR

EFFORTS TO KEEP ME AND HIGHER AUTHORITY INFORMED AS EVENTS UNFOLDED

IN THE LATEST TONKIN GULF INCIDENT OF 18 SEP. NEVERTHELESS j THE

INFORMATION RECEIVED WAS NEITHER SUFFICIENTLY COMPLETE NOR SUFFICIENTLY

TIMELY TO MAKE A RAPID AND FACTUAL ANALYSIS OF THE OCCURRENCE IN ORDER

TO DETERMINE THE PROPER COURSE OF ACTION. IN THIS INSTANT j THROUGH

POSSIBLY NO FAULT OF YOUR OWN j THERE IS STILL NO CONCRETE EVIDENCE THAT I



f

I
THE DESOTO PATROL DESTROYERS WERE ACTUALLY UNDER ATTACK. THIS IS

PAGE 2 RUHLHQ 32¢2 5 E C Ft E T

A VITAL PIECE OF INFORMATION DIRECTLY BEARING ON FUTURE ACTIONS. THE

POSITIVE TO NEGATIVE VERIFICATION OF THIS INFORMATION IS STILL LACKING

SOME 13 HOURS AFTER THE INCIDENT.

2. I WANT TO FULLY IMPRESS UPON ALL CONCERNED THE VERY GREAT

NEED FOR MINUTELY DETAILED INFORMATION TO BE TRANSMITTED TO ME AND

HIGHER AUTHORITY BY THE FASTEST MEANS POSSIBLE. EACH AND EVERY

OFFICER IN COMMAND AUTHORITY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT

THE FLOW OF INFO FROM ON-THE-SCENE IS PROMPI' j CONTINUOUS AND DETAILED.



ZKZK PP ZAn DEAN

ZKZK PP ZSL ZLA AOH HII DE

PP ftUEPCR

DE RUEPeR 1¢4 19/¢641Z

P 19¢64¢Z

FM JCS

INFO RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE

RumCR/STATE

RUEPIA/CIA

RUEPCR/NSA

19¢154Z

FM CINCPAC

TO RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT

INFO RUMSMA/COMUSMACV

RUEKDA/JCS

RUMFSS/COMSEVENTHFLT

BT

~ECRE;

DESOSO (u)

s: MY QOPPRUZ

Bo JCS 8838 DTG 1823582

!
(
\.

I

10 REF A DIRECTED COMPL1ANCE REF B FOR COMPLETION THIRD

DAY DESOTO PATROL 19 SEPI' HOTELo

2 0 BE PREPARED ON 2¢ SEPT HOTEL TIME TO llHTlATE OR REPEAT

PATROL IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORIGINAL THREE DAY ITINERARY.

DO NOT INITIATE UNTIL DIRECTED BY CINCPACo



I

J. OPLAN 34A MAROPS WILL NOT BE INITIATED UNTIL COMPLETION

DESOTO PLUS 24 HOURS.~

•



ZKZK 00 NRL HaL HHA DE

DE YADNHV 10 19/02302 SEP

ZKZK 00 RNI NRT NOL HHA DE

o 190227Z ZYH

FM USN 27J

TO QUEBEC ONE ALFA

~I=====-.,~AFSSOCON~
I IAFS:?~AC

I IAFSSO TAe

PLUSI PsN467P

COMNAVPHIL

ALL CVA DETS WESTPAC

ZEM

S i: G R ;g T KDH30

2/Ql/VHN/R22~64 ST22¢ SIGINT READINESS BRAVO, OUTBOARD

REPORT NUMBER 1

INITIAL REFLECTION THIS STA NAVAL ACTION/ENGAGEMENT NOTED DRV COM}IS

FROM SOUTHERN FLEET ACTY, POSS BEN THUY ~ INTCPrD 19¢¢5¢Z STATING

QTE THE ENEMY FIRED AT THE SHIP AND ONLY THEN WAS ABLE TO FIRE AGAIN

UNQTE.

COMMENT ~ THE STATEMENT PROB; REFERS TO THE FIRING OF WARNING SHOTS

BY THE US SHIPS AND WHEN NO ATTEMPT TO ALTER COURSE TAKEN THEM

THE US SHIPS JUSTIFIED IN FIRING FOR EFFECT

I

P.L. 86-36



\unclassified until filled)

NSA FOR'A N22BB REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61
to be us ed unt II exha usted)

COpy NR.

SECURITY CL....SSIFIC ....TION

ACTION PRECEDENCE

FLASH
INFO PRECEDENCE

IMMEDIATE
SPECIAL HANotlNG

MkMfiLE rnA eOHHff GIh:1dlT~R!:ba QKt,y

ACUTELY AWARE HERE OF COMPLETE BREAKDOWN CRITICOM CIRCUIT BETWEEN

G 0 NFl Q K ~J T I A b QQ)UWT QWUJW]i;b,a

B205/324

I
DIR
ADN
ADP

~;5
D31
D32
B
B2
B26
Tl

19 SEPTEMBER 1964
ISTRIBUTION

DATEI

537

DIRNSA

NSAPAC REP VIETNAM~

HQ NSAPAC

TOI

INFO~

SAIGON AND FHU BAI AND ELSEWHERE IN YOUR GENERAL AREA. IN VIEW

PRESENT SIGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD THE DIRECTOR REQUESTS YOU

IMMEDIATELY TAKE ALL NECESSARY STEPS TO ESTABLISH COMMUNICATIONS

WITH PHU BAI BY CRITICOM OR WHATEVER OTHER MEANS AVAILABLE.

CANNOT OVER EMPHASIZE URGENCY OF THIS MATTER. IF ALL EFFORTS TO

ESTABLISH ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS FAIL, SUGGEST COUR~~ BY

tlrTROD AIRCRAFT. RESPONSE REQUESTED BY THE DIRECTOR

CONCUR: GEN DAVIS

M/R~ In addition to steps being taken local~ to correct communicat'ons
deficiencies, subject message intended to obtain all possible help f om
Saigon.

DRAFTER RELEASING OFFICER RELEASED AT Z U

190233 ~
WATCH OFFICER B2 LTCOL USAF CHB2 PAGE PAGES

1 OF 1
AGI NR.

P.L. 86-36
AGO NR.

¢9¢¢6 19
REFERS TO MESSAGE SECUR TV CLASS C

e~O
AGI

DTG

SUSPENSE

N
o

N
E

190238Z
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ISPOT REPORT
19 SEPTEMBER 1964
DIST: a/VY.. PLUS

ALL CVA NSG DETS WESTPAC
ST 16¢

18 AND 19SEPl'EMBER
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•
ZKZK ZZ RNI DE

ZEL

EEl ~7197¢4.iiz SEP

ZKZK ZZ RNI DE

Z 190410Z lYH

FM NSAPAC REP VIETNAM (C)

TO DIRNSA (ATTN DIRECTOR AND Tl)

INFO HQ NSAPAC

ZEM

e 0 H FIB E If T I A L COMlWT CttANmJ5

CITE: F46/2954 SW 603 SH 2026

PRESENT STATUS OF COMMUNICATIONS CRS SAIGON

P.L. 86-36

I

I

1. PRESENTLY ONE CIRCUIT IS OPERATIONAL FROM CRS SAIGON. ALFA

CIRCUIT BECAME OPERATIONAL AT 080¢ LOCAL. CIRCUIT WAS IN AND OUT

-!ROM 1330 LOCAL 18 $p TO ¢8¢0 LOCAL 19 SEP. BRAVO CIRCUIT STILL OUT.

A. BACKLOG AT PHU BAI FOR CRS SAIGON:

IMMEDIATE ~ NONE

PRIORITY - ¢ FOR 626 AND 4¢ FOR USM=9

B. BACKLOG CRS SAIGON TO FHU BAI:

IMMEDIATE ~ 2¢

PRIORITY - 2¢

C. ZVA BACKLOG - IMMED - ~¢ PRIORITY ~ 2¢

2. CIRCUIT OUTAGE DDNC 1962 AND 1H16.

AT 0530Z 18 SEPT 1964 CRITICOMM CIRCUITS DDNC 1962 AND IH16 WERE

LOGGED OUT THIS STATION BECAUSE OF EQUIPMENT TROUBLES BETWEEN HUE

AND HIU BAI (BIRD DOG VHF) AT 080¢Z 18 SEPT 1964 THIS STATION NOTIFIED
,

HAT VOA WAS p~ RIDING THE FREQUENCY USED ON DDNC 1962 AND lH16.



I

THIS PROBLEM WAS ELIMINATED AT 1215Z 18 SEPI' 1964. AT THIS IMX

FREQUENCIES WERE AVAILABLE BUT THE TeC-20!S WERE STILL INOPERABLE.

THE CONDITIONS EXISTING WERE PASSED ON TO ADVON OLL TEST FOR

CORRECTION. 39TH SIGNAL BN. (ADVON TOL TEST) IS THE RESPONSIBLE

AGENCY FOR THESE TWO UP COUNTRY CIRCUITS.

BY 2372Z 18 SEPl' 19649 THE CONFIGURATION OF DDNC 1962 WAS CHANGED

TO ONE USING TH-5'S AND THE AN/GRC~100

2358Z 18 SEPTEMBER 19640 DDNC 1962 WAS FULLY OPERATIONAL AND AVAILABLE

FOR TRAFFIC.

THIS STATION NOTIFIED THAT REPAIRS WERE ON THEIR WAY TO HUE TO

ATTEMPl' REPAIRS ON TCCAwpiS. UNTIL SUCH REPAIRS ARE ACCOMPLISHED THIS

STATION HAS ONLY ONE (1) CIRCUIT AVAILABLE. AN RVN CIRCUIT HAS BEEN

PRE-EMPl'ED FOR DON: 1962.

OUTAGES ON DDNC 1962 AND lH16

18¢53¢ - 18¢8¢¢Z - TCC-2¢

1808¢¢ - 181215Z - TCC-2¢ AND VOA

18125 - 182312Z - CCAWP
, \

182312 - 182358Z - RESTATED SSNCH CIRCUIT ALI~T.

3. MACV STAFFjt J6~ 39TH SIGNAL~ 3RD RRU PROVIDING EVERY EFFORT

AVAILABLE TO RESTORE COMM.

AS SUGGESfED IF SITUATION DOES NOT ~lIf,:.

•



ZKZK 00 ZAD DE

ZKZK 00 ZSL ZLA AOH HII DE

00 RUEPCR

TO NSA

RUMGUN 116 19/¢438Z

Z 19¢438Z

FM CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT SIX

TO RUATUD/BVKG/COMSEVENTHFLT

·~LHL/CINCPACFLT

INFO RUEKDA/JCS

RUECW/CNO

RUHLHQ/CINCPAC

RUMFUI/74KT/CTF SEVEN SEVEN

RUEPCRjWHITE HOUSE

RUEPCR/STATE DEPT

RUEKDA/SEC DEF

RUEPIA/CIA

RUEPCR/DIRNSA

RUMJIR/AMEMB SAIGON

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV

RUMFS/COMNAVPHIL

RUMFCR/CTU SEVEN SEVEN PT SIX PT SIX

RUMSJB!M3TC/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT TWO PT ONE

RUEAHQ/l'HA

BT

""OJ5~EORKT

TONKI~ GUL:.'i' DESOTO PATROL (S)

SITREP EIGHT

I



I

A. COMSEVENTHFLT 12¢633Z

B. MY 18211¢Z

QMV AIR SEARCH IN PROGRESS CONTINUOUSLY FOR ATTACK

EVIDENCE SINCE LAST REPORT. AlH AND E1B SEARCH ACFT

AUGMENTED BY A3B ACFT FIRST LIGHT SEARCH CONCENTRATED AREA BOUNDED

BY FOL COOROINATES~

PAGE TWO RGUN 116 TOll a g G R E 'f

19-0¢N1 1¢6-¢¢E/19-¢¢N1 1¢6-15E

19-¢5N1 1¢6-53E/18-35N, 1¢7-2¢E

2. VISUAL SEARCH SOM»lHAT HAMPERED BY 5-6¢¢ FT CEILINGS

3NM (EST) VISIBILITY: HOWEVEROTS EST COMPLETE

VISUAL AND RADAR COVERAGE, NO, RPT NO SURE CONTACTS AND NO

DEBRIS OR OTHER ATTACK EVIDENCE LOCATED OR DETECTED.

3 Q GAST TWO SEARCH AlH DUE LAND CONSTEL 19¢63¢Z.

NEGATIVE SEARCH RESULTS REPORTED WHILE AIRBORNE.

4. USS COLUMBUS PROCEEDING ROVU WITH AND REFUEL USS

MORTON/EDWARDS POSIT 17N1 1¢8E AST 1911¢¢Z.

5> STRIKE PREPARATIONS IN PROGRESS.

Gf'~l

•



I

DE D22!9/¢53¢Z

ZKZK 00 RNI NRL NOL HHADE

o 19¢525Z Z!H

FM USN 27J

TO QUEBEC ONEIALFA

ZMDOZKCIAFSSO CONAD

Ir===~~~~~ ••••~~~
I ~AFSSO TACi

COMNAVffiIL

__.....I~t.CVA DETS WESTPAC

ZEM

SiC R E If KDffiO

2/Ql/VHN/R3-64 ST22¢ SIGINT READINESS BRAVO, OUTBOARD, REPORT

NUMBER 2

I. HEADQUARTERS «ADVISORY)) FROM PORT GIANH TO DETACHMENT 2

AND TWO U/I VESSELS T-253 AND T-259 RELATED THAT AT ¢¢52G THE

AMERICAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE MET AND MADE PUBLIC THAT AMERICAN

SHIPS WERE ATTACKED ON NIGHT OF 18 SEPl'. ALL STATIONS ARE TO

QUOTE EXECUTE CORRECTLY ALERf GRADE ONE UNQUOTE. GARBLED

PORTION OF TEXT STATED QUOTE «2GR U» HAVE ORDERED AN ALERT

OF «2 GR U» IN THE PHILIPPINES. HONOLULU IYWF PREPARING.
,. ~

UNqUotE.

2. COMMENT~ FROM APPEARANCE THEN THE STATEMENT OF ALERT IN THE

PHILIPPINES POSSIBLY WAS USED TO REFER TO THE STATUS OF

UCVS. MILITARY PERSONNEL STATIONED 'I1IERE.

•

P.L. 86-36

I
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ZKZK ZZ RNI DE

Z 190542Z ZIH

FM DIRNSA

TO OSCAR/VI/JTOR XRAY

ALL CVA NOO DETS WESTPAC

USN-467P

ZEM

5 E eRE 't' KYWO 2/0/VHN/R15-64

DRV NAVY APPEARS TO BE TAKING DEFENSIVE ACTIONS.

A PRELIMINTARY FIELD STATION REPORT INDICATES THAT THE

COMMUNICATIONS OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL FORCES PASSED

SUBSEQUENT TO THE 18 SEPI'EMBER ENGAGEMENT IN THE GULF OF

TONKIN REVEALS NO PREPARATIONS FOR INITIATION OF AN AT1'ACK

ON THE U. S. DESTROYERS MORTON AND EDWARDS.

AS OF 190U5Z SIGINT GLEANED FROM A SPARSE AMOUNT OF

INTERCEPT SUGGESTS THAT DEFENSIVE PREPARATIONS ONLY ARE

BEING MADE.

•
. L. 86-36

I



DEI 1522191~~~~Z SEP

o 19¢8¢3Z Z!H

FM DIRNSA

TO OSCAR/VICTOR KILO

ZEM

3 E e R Pi If KDffiO

VIETNAMESE (NORTH) 1"----__lwsi359-64 2/0/VHN/T19-64 ST 22¢

DIST: HCF

DRV NAVAL RULES OF ENGAGEMENT

FR «U/I»: DUONG «A» (ZWONGR) 19 SEP 1964 151G

TO «U/I»: - - - -- NR 29

CAMOUFLAGE TO TAKE COVER FROM SHIPS OF THE OPPOSITION. IF THE

ENEMY FIRES UPON YOUR SHIP, ONLY THEN MAY YOU RETURN FIRE.

COMMUNICAT$ WITH K «B» TO RECEIVE ORDERS. (/J5¢¢G - ALERT

CONDITION ONE.

«A» UNIDENTIFIED PERSONALITY PREVIOUSLY NOTED ISSUING ORDERS

FROM BEN THUY.

«B) ) UNIDENTIFIED COMMAND AUTHORITY (OPERATIONS) HAIPHONG

(B VAL)

•
NSA25X3
P.L. 86-36

I

I

MS 27, 19 SEP 1964 ¢¢5(/JZ
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ZKZK 00 RNI DE

o 191005Z ZYH

FM DIRNSA

TO USM-626

NSA25X3
P.L. 86-36

HQ NSAPAC

NSAPAC REP VIETNAM j);-1'

I I
NSAPAC REP JAPAN

NSAPAC REP mIL

USN-27

USN-27J

•

I



USAFSS

CGUSASA

I I
I Io

SUSLO (M)

USA-32

USM-626J

USM-9

ASSTDIRNAVSECGRU

CUSASAPAC

•

PACSECRGN

DIRNAVSECGRU

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC

ZEM

<NSA25X3
NSA25X6
P.L. 86-36

I

ToP SEC REf DINAR B205/326-~4

SUBJECT~ READINESS OUTBOARD EXTENDED

A. IN VIEW O~ IREAC'l'IONS/REFLECTIONS/TO/RECENT DESOTO INCI­

DENT IN GULF OF TONKINAc~'ION ( BRAVO) READINESS OUTB~ IS EXTEND­

ED TO INCLUDE ACTION ADDEES THIS MESSAGE. ./ ALL FIELD STATIONS REPORT

DRi 1REFLECTIONS/REACTIONS TO/DESOTO PATROL AS OBSERVED lAW

TECHINS 4014 AND 4019 AT PRECEDENCE APPROPRIATE TO SIGNIFICANCE.

USN~467P {ROUTINE DESIGNATORI ~, CINCPAC, CINCPACFLT>

COMSEVENTHFLT, COMNAVHIIL,/COMNAVFORJAPAN, NSAPAC REP VIETNAM~

USN-27,1 lAND ALL CVA DETS WESTPAC TO BE INCLUDED AS

RECIPIENTS OF ALL REPORTS. WRITE IN TO ESTABLISHED DISTRIBUTION

AS REQUIRED. SIX HOUR REPORTING NOT 'RPr NOT REQUIRED. URGENT NEED



FOR ALL TECH DATA ON WHICHuuRE~~~uI~u~~~~~~~uu~?u?IIU~~.\ll __~
ANI1 I FLAG ALL REPORTS SIGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD.

•
NSA25X3
NSA25X6

1 _



ZKZK 00 RNI DE

o 1911212 2YH

FM DIRNSA

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY

ALL CVA NSG DETS WESTPAC

USN...4~7P

sse FT RICHIE iNSA25X3
P.L. 86-36

ADDEUR

ZEM

OPERATIONS COMMUNICATIONS J SUGGESTS THE POSSIBILITY THAT THESE

FIGHTERS ARE BEING TRANSFERREDI t. ALTHOUGH

THE CURRENT MOVEMENT OF FIGHTER AIRCRAFT FROMI J
,----;:=====UNCODED

I ITOWARDS THE SOUTH, COUPLED WITH FIFTEEN M!NUTE

WEATHER REPORTING BEING OBSERVED ONI fnGHTER

I
]

______......IS'f175~/225SEC n E 'f' KIMBO

EXTENSION OF SIGINT READINESS BRAVO "OUTBOARD" ~

IN VIFM OFI IACTIVITIES BEING REFLECTEP

IN SIGINT ~ THE SIGINT READINESS BRAVO "OUTBOARD" DECLARED BY

DIRNSA AT 1813482 SEPT IS EXTENDED TO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING

STATIONS~ J
[---__-----/1



I

A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THIS ACTIVITY AS WITH

ACTIVITY PREVIOUSLY REPORTED~ AND THE EVENTS IN

THE GULF OF TONKIN IS NOT YET EVIDENT IN SIGINT THE COINCIDENCE

IN TDUNG DOES NOT ALLOW THIS POSSIBILITY TO BE OVERLOOKED.

ADDITIONAL REPORTING ON THESE:I AND ALL OTHER DEVELOPMENTS ~

WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED AS THE EVENTS ARE OBSERVED.

•
NSA25X3



I

ZKZK 00 RNI DE

o 191131Z ZYH

FM DIRNSA

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY

ALL NSG DETS WESTPAC

USN-467P

ZEM

S :Ii: C ~ :Ii: T ICQ~G SECTION ONE OF THREE 2/0/VHN/R16~4 ST 22¢

RECAP OF SIGINT OBSERVATIONS RELATING TO 2/4 AUGUST AND 18

SEPTEMBER GULF OF TONKIN NAVAL ENGAGENENTS

THIS REPORTtmVIEWS DRV NAVAL CORRESPONDENCE SINCE SHORTLY

BEFORE THE USS MORTON AND USS EDWARDS COMMENCED THEIR DESOTO

PATROL AND THROUGH 18113¢EDT. FOR PURPOSES OF COMPARISON AND/

•
. L.

86-36

I



OR CONTRAST, A BRIEF RESUME OF DRV NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS WHICH

PRECEDED THE 2 AND 4 AUGUST ATTACK ON THE USS MADDOX IS INCLUDED

(SEE PART II). ADDITIONALLY, THE DISPOSITION OF DRV NAVAL

VESSELS ON 17 SEP, AS CAN BE DE'l'ERMIND IN SIGINT, IS COVERED

(SEE PART III).

PART ONE: DRV NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS, 16-18 SEP

DRV NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM 161244Z THROUGH 181844Z

INDICATED NO EVIDENCE OF DRV PREPARATIONS TO LAUNCH AN ATTACK

\ AGAINST THE TWO U.S. DESTROYERS ON PATROL IN THE GULF OF TONKIN.
\

THE PATROL BY MORTON AND EDWARDS COMMENCED AT 162336z. AT

170¢54Z VAN HOA (PORT WALLUT) ALERTED ALL STATIONS TO JlSEVENTH

FLEET" ACTIVITY AND INSTRUCTm TH&1 TO TAKE PRECAUTIONS AGAINST

ENmrr ATTACKS. AT 170418Z TWO ENEMY DESTROYERS WERE REPORTED

ONDER SURVEILLANCE AND FROM AT LEAST THIS TIME ONWARD DRV

AUTHORITIES APPARENTi,y KEPI' CLOSE TRACK OF THE PATROL. OVER THE

NEXT Fl!.W HOURS NAVAL ELEMENTS AND PATROL BOATS WERE ALERTFD TO

THE PRESENCE AND MOVEMENTS OF THE PATROL AND TOLD TO TAKE PRE-

CAUTIONARY MEASURES. REFERENCES TO "BATTLE PREPARATION II OR

"BATTLE ORDERS" AND "CLASS ONE «ALERT»" WERE NOTED, BUT IT IS

PROBABLE THAT THESE REFERENCES REFLECT SIMPLY "BATTLE STATION"

PROCEDURES.

TRACKING CONTINUED THROUGH THE NIGHT AND ON THE MORNING OF

18 SEPl'])1BER AN UNIDENTIFIED VESSEL REPORTED VISUAL SIGHTING OF

DD 946 «SIC~ USS MORTON IS DD 948 AND DD 950 USS EDWARDs».

AT 181¢38Z "ALL STATIONS" WERE TOLD THAT THE ENEMY WAS "ADVANCING

TO PROVOKEJ1 THE DRV AND ORDERED ACTIONS TO STRENGTHEN ALL AREAS AND

"AVOID AGAINst' PROVOKING THEM." THE STATIONS WERE ALSO WARNED



AGAINST "RAIDER" ATTACKS AGAINST THE DRV COASTLINE TAKING AD­

VANTAGE OF THE PRESENCE OF THE US SHIPS.

AT 181233Z THE US SHIPS REPORTED OPENING FIRE ON THREE

ENmcr TARGETS WHICH HAD BEEN CLOSING IN ON THEM. (WHILE NO

COMINT EVIDENCE OF THE PRESENCE OF THESE THREE BOATS IS AS YET

AVAILABLE, IT IS PROBABLE THAT COMMUNICATION AMONG THESE BOATS

WOULD HAVE BEEN :.cONDUCTED BY RADIO-TELEPHONE.

THE FIRST DRV REACTION TO THIS INCIDENT AVAILABLE AT THIS

WRITING WAS TRANSMITTED "TO ALL STATIONS" AT 181719Z. IT STATES

THAT "AT 193¢G (123~Z) 2 US DESTROYERS «WERE LOCATED» 4~ NM EAST

OF HON MATT. IN THE GIANH RIVER WE HEARD GUN FIRE." mIS MESSAGE

SPECULATES POSSIBLE ENI!1fi ACTIONS, SUCH AS ATTACKS ON /lOUR

MILITARY, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC TARGETS, MAINLY NAVAL AND AIR

DEFENSE," AND ORDERS PREPAREDNESS, ALERTNESS AND MAINTENANCE OF

CLOSE COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTING.

THE FOLLOWING IS A SELECTED CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS AS

REFLECTED IN DRV NAVAL CORRESPONDENCE AVAILABLE THROUGH 181844Z.

161244Z VAN HOA (fiORT WALLUT) TO SUB-UNITS 1, 2, 3 AND BOATS

122, 124, 130, 132, 134, 144 AND 146 ORDERING EACH

TO SEND ONE MANY WHO HAD PERFORMED OUTSTANDINGLY IN

COMBAT TO RECEIVE II A FLAG" ON 18 SEP.

162236Z DESOTO COMMENCES PATROL

17~54Z VAN HOA (PORT VALLOT), DRV NAVY BASE, ALLERTS ALL

STATIONS :AND SHIPS TO FACE "SEVENTH FLEET IS ACTIVE"

AND COULD ENTER GULF AND PROVOKE THE DRV. ALL ELDfENTS

TO GUARD AGAINST POSSIBLE ENF>1Y ATTACK FROM AIR OR SEA

AND OTHER POSSIBLE PROVOCATIONS.



17¢2¢4Z MESSAGE FROM BOAT TO GIANH RIVER REGION. ROUTINE

"TODAY WE'RE TO STUDY ON BOARD SHIP."

17¢2JIZ T12¢ ORDERED TO RETURN TO PORT AT 1818¢¢G TO

TAKE ON WATER.

17¢418Z MESSAGE REPORTEIJ TWO ENEMY DESTROYERS UNDER

OBSERVATION. SHADOWED «TRACKED» BY 52¢ UNTIL

17155¢Z.

17¢42¢Z T1..46 ALERTElJ j TOLD. TO CAMOUFLAGE, PREPARE FOR

SECTION TWO OF THREE 2/0/VHN/TI6-64

POSSIBLE ATTACK, AWAIT FURTHER. ORDERS.

17¢4J¢Z TO SUB-UNIT 7. ROUTINE MESSAGE. HAVE THREE

NAMJ!ID INDIVIDUALS PRESENT ON NIGHT OF 18 SEP.

ARE TO REPORT ON 19 SEP FOR A "RECAPITULATION. n

17¢526Z MESSAGES TO ALL STATIONS AND BOATS STATED THAT

VINH SON RADAR CONTACT HAD BEEN MADE WITH THE

TWO «DESTROYERS».

17¢6VJ4Z COMINT REFLECTS RADAR SURVEILLANCE OF DESOTO

BY VINH SON (17-57 1¢(>-JVJE) RADAR STATION.

17VJ64f/Jz SUB-UNITS 6 AND 7 ALERTED. INFORMED OF THE TWO

EN»fY DESTROYERS AND GIVEN LOCATION AS OR 1152G

«¢452Z». TOLD THAT "«IU» NORTH HAS MANY SUPPORT­

ING AIRCRAFI''' SPECULATES THAT ENEMY MAY COORDI-

NATE THIS OPERATION WITH ACTIVITIES IN LAOS j

SHELLING OF THE COAST, OR SUPPORT OF « SOUTH

VIETNAMESE» RAIDERS/BOATS TOLD TO BE ALERT j

MAINTAIN COMMUNICATIONS.



17~714Z BEN THUY NOTIFIED T259, T25.3 AND SUB-UNIT 2 THAT AT

171rMJ'/JG (170300Z) THERE WERE TWO DESTROYERS AT BEAR­

ING OF 99 DEGREES, RANGE 28 NM, COURSE 390 DEGREES,

SPEED 18 KNOTS. ALL SHIPS PLACEU\ ON A CLASS ONE

ALERT, TOLD TO COMMENCE PATROLS, GUARD AGAINST

POSSIBLE ATTACK.

170722Z MESSAGE TO T259, T253 AND SUB-UNIT 2 GIVING LOCATION

DATA ON TWO DESTROYERS. ADDS THAT THERE IS ONE Affi­

CRAFT CARRIER 90 MILES OFF DONG HOI.

170830Z SUB-UNIT SIX RECEIVED MESSAGE ASKING IF IT HAS

RECEIVED COMBAT ORDERS «OR "ORDERS TO FIGHT II ) ).

17V>920Z "TO ALL STATIONS, If ADDRESSED TO T120, 134, 142,

170940

171rMJ4 227 GIVING LOCATIONS, ETC. ON THE ~ARGETS

171029

171038 ACCORDING TO VINH SON RADAR.

171126

170939 SIGNAL INSTRUCTIONS TO T134, 120, 142 CONCERNING

171039

171044 SUB-UNITS 1, 2 AND 3.

170945Z HON MATT (18-48 105-58) TRACKED DESOTO CONTINUOUSLY

UNTIL 1135Z.

170955Z SUB-UNIT 7 ORDERED TO STOP AT XUAN ZUONG (18-44

105-44) FOR THE NIGHT

171046Z T227 INFORMED THAT CARGO SHIP DOAN KET WOULD TEST HER

2¢MM GUN( s) "THIS MORNINGI1.



171213Z SUB-EI.»fENT 2 RECEI~ QUERY: WHICH ENGINE ON

T326 BROKE DOWN?

172115Z VINH SON TRACKING LOCATED TARGET(S) AT 18 DEGREES

33' 1¢6 DEGREES 46', COURSE 249.

172116Z- VINH SON CONTINUES TRACKING

172227Z

17233¢Z SINGLE TRACK OBSERVED (HON MATT?)

172338Z LOCATION REPORT ON TWO ENDfYDESTROYERS. TARGET

LOST; SHADOWING (TRACKING) RESPONSIBILITY TURNED

OVER TO 52¢.

18¢247Z UNIDENTIFIED VESSEL REPORTS TO UNIDENTIFIED

SHORE-BASED SHIPPING NET CONTROL THAT "CAN CLEARLY

SEE NUMBER 946 AND 950. PREPARING FOR BATTLE. II

«uss EDWARDS IS DD 95¢; MORTON IS DD 948. AT TIME

OF INTERCEPt' OF THIS MESSAGE DESOTO PASSED TWO

FISHING VESSELS AT 2¢t/J¢ YARDS DISTANCE.

18¢255Z LOCATION OF THE TWO DESTROYERS REPORTED.

18¢418Z DRV CARGO SHIP "THONG NHAT" INFORMED HAIPHONG OF HEADING

OF EN»IT SlIP STATED UNITS PREPARED FOR COMBAT. (CONTAINED

INI IMESSAGE OF RotJT:tNEREroR'l'ING
FORMAT CONCERNING CARGO OF THONG NHAT)

181¢38Z ALERT TO ALL STATIONS WARNING TH»l OF ENEMY ADVANCING TO

PRQVOKE THEM. STATIONS ORDERED TO STRENGTHEN THEIR AREAS 3

.'
DISTINGV~SH BETWEEN US AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE SHIPS AND

AVOID PROVOKING THD1. ALSO WARNED AGAINST SOUTH VIETNAMESE

SHIPS TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE PRESENCE OF US SHIPS TO

ATTACK THE «DRV» SHORE.

NSA25X3



1S1233Z MORTON OPENS FIRE

1S14~2Z TO SUB-UNIT 7 AND ALL STATIONS. ROUTINE PRE-FLIGHT

KERCH'" SlIPPING MOvmmNTS INFORMATION.

1S1719Z 4-PART MESSAGE TO ALL STATIONS ADDRESSED TO 120,

1S1844Z (1U) 134,2270 "AT 1930G (1230Z) 2 USS DESTROYERS 4~

NM EAST OF HON MATT. IN THE GIANH RIVER WE HEARD

GUNFIRE. SPECULATES AT POSSIBLE mmrr ACTIONS SUCH AS

ATTACKS ON "OUR MILITARY, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC TARGETS,

MAINLY NAVAL AND Am DEFENSE." ORDERS -PREPAREDNESS,

STRESSES NEED TO MAINTAIN COMMUNICATIONS, KEEP UP WITH

EVENTS AND REPORT THEJof.

FINAL SECTION OF THREE 2/0/VHN/T1t,.64 ST 220

PART TWO: DRV NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS PRECEDING DRV ATTACKS OF 2 AND

4 AUGUST ON THE USS MADDOX

THE FOLLOWING IS A RESUME OF DRV NAVAL ACTIVITIES OBSERVED IN

SIGINT WHICH PRECEDED THE ATTACKS ON THE USS MADDOX ON 02 AND ~4

AUGUST. THIS REPORT IS DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS, t AND B, TO

COVER '!'HE FIRST AND SECOND A'.M.'ACKS RESPECTIVELY.

A. THE FIRST ATTACK, 02 AUGUST

1. BIDINNING AT ~11~18Z AUG, DRV NAVAL AND RADAR FACILITIES

BEGAN REPORTING ON POSITION OF WHAT APPEARED TO BE THE DESOTO

PATROL. (2/Gll/VHN/R01-64, 011635Z; AND 2/Q/VHN/R27-64,

012152Z)0

2 0 AT ~11627Z, A MESSAGE WAS SENT FROM BEN TROY NOTING THAT

IT HAD BEEN "DECIDED II TO FIGHT THE ENEMY TONIGHT-WHEN YOU

RECEIVE DIRECTING ORDER. 112/Q/VHF/R26-64, 011924Z)"



3. AT 011652Z, THE OBSERVATION POST AT HON ME ISLAND AND

A PGM BOAT WERE INFORMED OF THE DESOTO PATROL'S POSITION.

(2/QVVHN/T27-64 ~12152Z)

4. BETWEEN 012213Z AND ¢2f/J¢07z, INTERCEPl'ED TRAFFIC IN­

DICATING CONTINUING DRV REPORTING ON THE POSITION OF

THE DESOTO PATROL. (2/QVVHN/R28-64, ¢20414Z).

5. AT ¢20612Z, AN UNIDENTIFIED SHORE STATION ORDERED THE

T-146 TO "TURN BACK TO THE PATH OF THE ENEMY TO ATTACK."

(2/Q/VHN/R29-64, '/J21232Z).

6. AT APPROXIMATELY ¢20'716Z, USN-27 ISSUED A CRITIC

MESSAGE, BASED ON A DRV c=JWHICHINDICATEDTHATDIiV

CRAFT WERE ON CLOSE WITH THE "ENEMY" AND TO USE TORPEDOES.

70 BETWEEN 0203¢9z AND 02'/J732Zfj DRV NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS

CONTINUED TO KEEP THE DESOTO UNDER CLOSE SURVEILLANCE.

DURING THIS PERIOD, DRV NAVAL VESSELS WERE APPARENTLY

GROUPING TO ATTACK. (2/Q/VHN/R29-64, 021232Z).

8 0 AT f/J208¢7Zfj THE MADDOX REPORTED SHE WAS UNDER ATTACK BY

THREE DRV PT BOATS.

FOLLOWING THE ACTION ON 02 AUGUST fj COMINT REFLECTED

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ENGAGING PRIMARILY IN "MOP-UP" ACTIONSfj PRIN=

CIPALLY CONCERN'ED WrnI LOCATING THEIR DAMAGED PT BOATS AND

TOWING THEM BACK TO PORTS • MEANWHILE, THEY CONTINUED TO

TRACK AND REPORT ON THE U.S 0 VESllELS IN THE GULF OF TONKIN.

B. THE SECOND ATTACK, 04 AUGUST

1 0 VJ4'1J927Z: INTERCEPTED DRV NAVAL MESSAGES INDICATED

FURTHER MILITARY ACTIONS AGAINST THE UoS. MIGHT BE CARRIED

OUT. (USN-414T DTG 04114¢Z AUG) 0

NSA25X3



2. AT 0411.40Z USM-626J REPORTED EVIDENCE OF "IMMINENT PLANS

OF DRV NAVAL ACTION POSSIBLY AGAINST DESOTO MISstPN."
(2/Gll/VHN/R1l-64, ¢41140Z AUG).

30 AT ¢414¢¢Z, THE TICONDEROGA REPORTED THAT THE MADDOX

OPENED FIRE AGAINST A PI' BOAT.

PART THREE: DISPOSITION OF DRV NAVAL FORCES AS EVIDENCED IN

SIGINT ON 17 SP~ER

A STUDY OF ALL AVAILABLE MESSAGES INDICATES THE

FOLLOWING DISPOSITION OF DRV NAVAL FORCES ON THE DAY (17

SEPI'EMBER 1964) PRECEDING THE 18 SEPTEMBER ENGAG&mNT IN

THE GULF OF TONKIN.

SOUTHERN FLEET:

AT 17¢955Z SUB-UNIT 7 WAS TO ANCHOR AT XUYAN DUONG (18-44/

1~5-44). SUB-UNIT 7 IS TENTATIVELY HELD BY NSA AS CON­

SISTING OF UNIDENTIFIED TYPE VESSELS T253, T255, T257.

DURING 17 SEPI'1!MBER SUB~UNIT 6 WAS NOTED ON SOUTHERN

FLEET COMMUNICATIONS AND HENCE PRESUMED TO BE IN SOUTHERN

FLEET WATERS. SUB-UNIT 6 IS TENTATIVELY HELD TO CONSIST OF

UNIDENTIFIED TYPE VESSELS T377 AND PROBABLY TWO OTHERS WHOSE

VESSEL NUMBERS ARE UNKNOWN.

ALTHOUGH THE VESSELS COMPRISING SUB-UNITS 6 AND 7 ARE

UNIDENTIFIED AS TO TYPE IT IS THOUGHT I$lr THEY ARE -PROBAa Y

SWATOWS.

NORTHERN FLEET:

THE FOLLOWING UNITS/VESSELS WERE OBSERVED ACTIVE ON

DRV NORTHERN FLEET COMMUNICATIONS ON 17 SEPI'EMBER AND HENCE

THROUGHT TO BE IN NORTHERN FLEET WATERS:



SUB-UNIT 1, SUB-UNIT 2 AND SUB-UNIT 3, ALL OF WHICH ARE

UNmENTIFIED AS TO NUMBER OR TYPE OF VESSEL.

VESSEL T12¢ - UNn>ENTIFIED AS TO TYPE
.~

VESSEL T134 -PROBABLE SWATOW

VESSEL T142 - PROBABLE SWATOW

T227 - UNmENTIFIED AS TO TIPE



ZKZK ZZ ZAD DE

ZKZK ZZ ZSL ZLA AOH HII DE

RUEPCR

DE R~PCR 223 19/1917Z

Z 191916Z

FM JCS

INFO RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE

RUEHCR/STATE DEPI'

RUEPIA/CIA

RUEPCR/NSA

191.412Z

FM CTU 77.6.6

TO RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT

RUECW/CNO

INFO RUATUL/BBKG/COMSEVENTHFLT

RUMFUI/U4KT/CTF 77

RUMFUN!H3WX/CTU 7706

BT

~EeR:8'f'

DESOTO (U)

(A) CINCPACFLT 19¢234Z

10 THIS IS SECTION ONE T'HREE y A STATEMENT MAIN BA'TTERY OFFICER ~

USS MORTON (DD 948) SUB.J~ SURFACE ENGAGEMEN'r~ NIGHT OF 18

SEPTEMBER

AT CONDITION 3 WATCH. FIRST TARGET PICKED UP APPROXIMATELY 194f/Jo

LOCKED ON AND TRACKING 19450 RANGE 7 "f/J¢¢ YARDS. TARGET CLOSING

AT HIGH SPEEDS 115¢¢¢¢) DEES AT 20 KNOTS o 1950 GENERAL QUARTERS SET0

ONE ROUND FIRED ACROSS TARGETi S BOW. TARGET CONTINUED TO CLOSE I



PAGE TWO RUMFUAO 7'/11 sEc ft E...!J:.

AT HIGH SPF..ED. 1921 COMMENCED RAPID CONTINUOUS FIRE. FIRST FEW

ROUNDS NOTED TO BE SHORT OF TARGET. RECEIVED PLUS 5¢¢ "Y;fJillS SPOT

FROM GUN CONTROL. SHOT THEN APPEARED TO BE DIRECTLY ON TARGET.

AFTER SEVERAL ROUNDS APPEARED DIRECTLY ON TARGET j RANGED CEASED

CLOSING AND TARGET DISAPPEARED FROM SCOPE. CEASED FIRING 2¢23 ~

2. TRACK SEVERAL TARGEl'S AT APPROXIMATELY 13 j ¢f/XIJ YARDS INTO

11j ¢¢¢ YARDS. AT THIS TIME TARGETS APPEARED TO SPLIT j ONE

CLOSING j ONE STAYING AT APPROXIMATELY 11 j ¢¢¢ YARDS. TRACK

CLOSING TARGET INTO APPROXIMATELY 5 j ¢¢¢ YARDS AT WHICH TIME

TARGET OPENED IN RANGE j WHILE SECOND TARGET CLOSED AT HIGH RATE

OF SPEED. THIS SEEMED TO BE THEIR DESIGNED METHOD OF ATTACK.

EXPERIENCED DIFFICULTY IN TRACKING CLOSING TARGETS BECAUSE OF

SMALL RADAR RETURN AND JAMMING. JAMMING WAS IN THE FORM OF RADAR

INTERFERENCE j TO WIT~ SINE WAVE EFFECTS ON B AND SWEEPS j SPIKE

EFFECTS AND .BLOT our EFFECTS ON A AND R SWEEP. ALL INCOMING TARGE1'S

WERE TRACKED AND EITHER LOCKED ON GAITED. THROUGHOUT ENGAGE21ENT

ENCOUNTERED BLOT OUT EFFECTS ON ALL SWEEPS SIMILAR TO WEATHER OR

JAMMING. UPON MANY OCCASIONS TRAGETS SEEMED TO HEAD FOR THESE AREAS OF

COVER. CHANGING FREQUENCIES AND PULSE REPETITION RA'fE ELIMINATED MOS'l'

OF THE ELECTRONIC EFFECTS (JAMMING). TARGETS WERE TAKEN UNDER FIRE

•

PAGE THREE RUMFUA 7¢1 8 E e R Ei 'P

I

DURING THIS TIE TWICE. AT TIMES 2¢26 COMMENCED FIRING,., 2¢27

CEASED FIRING~ TIE 2¢32 COMMENCED FIRING j 2935 CEASED FIRING.

3 ~ RECEIVED DESIGNATION OF TARGET AT 8 j ¢¢¢ YARDS CLOSING AT HIGH

SPEEDS, 22 KNOTS. 2039 TAKEN UNDER FIRE.~ SHOT APPEARED TO BE DIRECTLY



I

ON TARGET IN RADAR SCOPE. TARGET OBSCURED BY SPLASHES AND

DISAPPEARED FROM SCOPE. CEASED FlRING 2¢43 AT RANGE 4 jf/Jf/JfIJ YARDS.

4. RECEIVED DESIGNATION OF TARGET CLOSING HIGH SPEED. 2114 FIRED

ROUND ACROSS ITS BOW. TARGET OBSERVED TO TURN AWAY AND OPEN RANGE.

5. RECEIVED DESIGNATION OF TARGET AT 15://Jf/JfIJ YARDS. LOCKED ON AND

OBSERVED TWO~ TARGETS. TARGET SPLIT, ONE MAINTAINING ITS RANGE»

THE OTHER CLOSING. LOCKED ON CLOSING TARGET AT llj/0¢¢ YARDS. 2126

FIRED WARNING SHOT ACROSS THE BOW. TARGET CONTINUED TO CLOSE IF

RANGE. TIME 2131 COMMENCED FIRmG AT RANGE 9,0f/Jf/J YARDS. TARGEr

COMPLEI'ELY OBSCURID BY SHOT. EsrIMATED 2f/J ROUNDS. NO TARGET VISIBLE

ON SCOPE WHEN SHOT SPLASH CLEARED AWAY. CEASED FIRING 2132.

6. SEVERAL MORE TARGETS TRACKED BUT NOT TAKEN UNDER FIRE WHEN RAGE

OPENING.

7. NOTES:

L HEAVY ELECTRONIC JAMMING OR INTERFERENCE NOTED DURING FIRST

PART OF ENGAGEMENT.

2. TARGETS THROUGHOUT APPEARED EXTREMELY SMALL, VERY DIFFICULT TO

LOCK ON AND TRACK.

3. ONE TARGEr TRACKED AT PLUS 30 KNOTS:J THE REST TRACKING

APPROXIMATELY 2¢ TO 23.

•



o 1915222 zn.t

PM USN 71J

•
TO QUEBEC ONE/ALFA

I VAFSSOCQNAP

I VAFSSOSAC

i ~AFSSOTAC

PLUS I IUSN.467P

cm-mAVPHTL

YXDUH!ALL eVA DE'TS WESTPAC

ZEM

SEC RET KIMBO

2/Ql!VHN/R26~64 ST 22¢ SIGINT READINESS BRAVO~ OUTBOARD 9 REPORT

NUMBER 5

HAVE INDICATION TI1AT ELEMENT DRV NAVAL FORCE SOUTHERN

F'LEET AREA TO CHANGE FROM ALERT GRADE ONE TO GRADE THREE AT

P.L. 86-36

1_-
I



CRITIC CRITIC CRITIC CRITIC CRITIC CRITIC GRrTIG CRITIC CRITIC CRITIC CRITIC

ZCZC

D
ZKZK

FM USN 27

TO DIRNSA

S B e R B If KIMBO QtJEBEe/GOLD

CRITIC-2-64

INTERCEPr RECEIVED 191513Z INDICATES DESOTO WILL BE ATTACKED

BY VHN ENTITIES TONIGHT. SPECIFIC TIME UNDETERMINED

NSA25X3

I

CFT. 1199//1155272 SEPT DTG 191528Z



ZZ YEKAAH

DE YMZDAH 93B 19/1547Z SEP

ZKZK ZZ ZZZ DE

Z 191548Z ZIH

~ USN 27

TO DIRNSA

ZEM

8 E eRE T KIMeO

SPECIAL TECHNICAL SUPPLEMENT TO CRITIC MESSAGE 2-64

GWIR 253, 259, PHAAN DOOIJ «IGRU) ) • ((lGRU») BAOS DOONG

TINHF HUONGS. NGAY S BAOS CAOS TANS PHONG KHOONG.

DEEM DANHS BIETTJ KICHS. TRACKS

VHNB 5050!97INJ DE JI2U/3684M!1513 DDA~

19151:3Z/USN-27~

NR 47 CK 35 1909 2120 BT

TO 253, 259 j SUB UNIT «lGRU)). «lGRU») ALERT CONDITION SIT­

UATIONl. IMMEDIATELY «2GRG) AIR DEFENSE NIGHT STRIKE

RAIDERS. TRACK.



(confidentIal HYCCO until filled)
NSA FORM NZZ88 REV AUG 83
(Supersedes N2288 REV J UN 61
to be used unt it exhausted)

ACTION PAECEDI!!:NCE

IMMEDIATE

~ROMa DIRNSA

TOI DIA/CIIC ATTN ~ COL GASPARD
JCS J3 (JRC CDR FITZWATER)

3 ~v It e: r KIMl30

B'.-:¢5/327

DEsaro SURVEILLANCE

REF~ B2¢5!323/64

DATEI 19 SEPTEr-mER 1964

COpy HR.

ISUTtON

DRF
ADP
B
B2
B21
B22
B23
B26
P¢5
NSASCC

I

L 'I'HIS MESSAGE UPDATES INFO CONTAINED REFERENCE MESSAGE. AT

1812332 THE USS MORTON REPORTED OPENING FIRE ON THREE (LATER

CORRECTED TO FIVE) ENEMY TARGETS WHICH WERE CLOSING IN ON HER.

1817192 - A r~SSAGE TO ALL STATIONS STATED QUOTE AT 193¢G (123¢Z)

2 US DESTROYERS «WERE LOCATED)) 4¢ NM EAST OF HON MAT. IN THE GIANH

RI VER WE HEARD GUN FIRE UNQUOTE. THE MSG CONSIDERS POSSIBLE ENEMY

e ACTIONS SUCH AS ATTACKS ON MILITARY, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC TARGETS,

MAINLY NAVAL AND AIR DEFENSE. CALLS FOR ALERTNESS, PREPAREDNESS,

AND CLOSE COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTING.

19¢12¢2 - HAIPHONG INFORMED A CARGO VESSEL, DOAN KET, THAT QUOTE

THE ENEMY WAS AT PRESENT STRONGLY ACTIVE, TO PREPARE FOR BATTLE

AND NOT TO AWAIT ORDERS UNQUOTE. COMMENT~ USN-27 (THE INTERCEPr

SITE) STATED FELT THIS WAS A DEFENSIVE REACTION.

RIEL-E"SIED "T

19154¢ ~

P.L. 86-36

1
"131 N".

01" .3

"I!:I"ERS TO 1041:""131:

I " G O

AGI

DTG

SUSPENSE

"C;O N".

¢9'/J16!19

1916¢¢Z



•COpy HR.

SPECIAL HANOLING

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

INFO PRECEDENCE

NSA FOR"1 NZZ88 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61
to be used unt J1 oxtveu sled)

ACTION PRECEDENCE

e fROM. DATEt

II!IUTION

TOt

19(/J:3¢9Z - A BADLY GARBLED MSG FM AN UNID MOBILE UNIT IN NORTHERN

}'LEE.'r INFORMED HAIPHONG THAT THEY WERE PREPARING IMMEDIATELY. MSG

101ENTTONS INDIVIDUALS WHO} FROM INFO DERIVED FROM MOOS NOTED IN LATE

AUGiJSr J MAY REFER TO DRV NAVAL VESSEL COMM:ANDERS AC'TIV:E IN THE

NOR'rHERN FLEET AREA.

5X3

THE ABOVE MSGS ARE THE ONLY REFLECTIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN RECEIVED

HERE RELATIVE TO THE GULF OF TONKIN. INCIDENT. TO DATE} NONE OF

THEM APPEAR TO BE OFFENSIVE IN NATURE. IN ADDITION}/THERE HAVE

BEEN CERTAIN REFLECTIONS OF ACTIVITY IN I ICOMM FACILITIES

RI: LIIASIID AT

z
O15:etJ1m:rT'1In'lnn1~--------_--.JL- -1"'AoE

2 01" '3
"'AOEI

AOI NR.

AOO NR.

RI!:FERS TO MEnAOE

I AGO

AGI

OTG

SUSPENSE

I



(confidential HVCCO until filled)
NSA FORM NZZ88 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61
to be used unt/1 61Chausled)

ACTION PAI!CI!Dl!NCE

e fROM!

TOI

DATEI

COpy NR.

IBUTION

5X3

2& ADDITIONAL RELEVANT MESSAGES ARE INCLUDED IN 2/0/VHN/RI6-64,

1911382 QUOTE RECAP OF SIGINT OBSERVATIONS RELATING TO 2/4 AND 18

stPTEMBER GULF OF TONKIN NAVAL ENGAGEMENTS UNQUOTE&

M/R: Message updates info sent to JCS and DIA on 18 September in
response to PROD Requirement NR 562-64.

DOC ""

"I!:~E'" T ""E"AaE

• '00

• "0'
DTG

SUSPI!NSE

.. IELIEA.INa O~~ICIE" "E LI:A'ED AT

PAaE

3 O~

Aal N".

AlaO N".

3

PAGES



DE YEKAAH 53¢ 19/1612Z SEP

ZKZK 00 AZS DE

o 191608Z ZIH

FM DIRNSA

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY

ALL CVA NSG DETS WESTPAC

~

SEe R B ! KIlffiO 2/0/CCN/R14-64 ST 16¢

FOLLOW-UP NR ONE TO DIRNSA 2/0013-64 SPOT REPORT, DTG 19¢306Z

THE TRANSMISSION OF THREE MESSAGES DURING A TWO-HOUR PERIOD

VIS-A-VIS AN OCCASIONAL MAXIMUM OF TWO FOR AN ENTIRE DAY CONTINUES TO

BE INEXPLICABLE. HOWEVER, THIS ACTIVITY IS NOT CONSIDERED SIGNIFICANT

SINCE ALL AVAILABLE DATA DOES NOT REVEAL A RESUMPrION OF nus ACTIVIT!

THROUGHOUT THE REW.INDER OF THE DAY, AND THE ROUTINE TRANSMISSION OF

PRACTICE MESSAGES CONTINUES.

FINALLY, IT IS PRESUMED THAT COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN

•
~SA25X31

ESTABLISHED

I

SINCE NO FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS WERE OBSERVED BEING TRANSMITTED

BE'I'WE~ 1./ FURTHER j THERE HAS BEEN NO MANIFESTA-

TION OF UNUSUAL SHIP ACTIVITY IN TH~ tAREA. SHIPS ARE

BELIEVED TO BE ENGAGED IN ROUTINE PATROL AND COASTAL SURVEY OPERATIONS

AND ARE SUFFICIENTLY DISPERSED WITH NO OSTENSIBLE CONCENTRATIONS OR

EVIDENCE OF IMMDlENT BUILDUPS.



I

CONSEQUENTLY, DATA CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM COMINT REVEALS NO

APPARENT ASSOCIATIONS OF THE FOREGOING ACTIVITY WITH THE 18

SEPI'EID3ER INCIDENT INVOLVING TIlE USS MORTON AND USS EDWARDS.

ACCORDINGLY, THIS WILL BE A FINAL REPORT OF THIS ACTIVITY UNLESS

FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS ARE OBSERVED WHICH HAVE ANY POTENTIAL SIG­

NIFICANCE.

•



I

KZK ZZ RNI DE

2 1917042 2YH

FM DIRNSA

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY

ALL CVA NSG DETS WESTPAC

USN=467P

SEC RET Kn~e 2/0/VHN/R17-64

NSA FOLLOW-UP TO USN-27 CRITIC NR 2-64~

A TRANSLATION ACCOMPLISHED AT NSA OF THE MESSAGE ON WHICH

THE USN-27 CRITIC REPORT WAS BASED INDICATES THAT THE MESSAGE

READS AS FOLLOWS~ QUOTE FROM~ (POSSIBLY) BEN THUY TO T253 AND

T'<'59 AND SUB UNIT (ONE GROUP UNRECOVERED) 0 (ONE GROUP UNRECOVERED)

ALERT CONDITION SITUATION ONE. BY DAY (POSSIBLY DISPERSE FOR)

AIR DEFENSE. BY NIGHT STRIKE THE RAIDERS. (SIGHED) TRACH UNQUOTE.

COMMENT ~ BEN THUY IS THE LOCATION OF THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE

SOUTHERN FLEET 0 THE VESSELS T253 AND T259 ARE TENTATIVELY THOUGHT

TO BE MOTOR TORPEDO BOATSe' THE SIZE OF THE SUB-UNIT, IN TERMS OF

NUMBER OF VESSELS, IS UNKNOWN 0 IN LIGHT OF CONCERN PREVIOUSLY

EXPRESSED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL AUTHORITIES OVER GUARDING

AGAINST THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE RAIDERS THE POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT

THEIR CONCERN AS EXPRESSED IN THIS MESSAGE IS AS APT TO BE FOR

SOUTH VIETNAMESE VESSELS AS IT IS FOR THE U0 So DESTROYERS 0

•
.L. 86-36

I



I

1918212

FM JCS

TO RUHPA/CINCPAC

INFO ZEN/CSA

ZEN/CNO

ZEN/CUSAF

RUECEM/XMX

RUHPB/CINCPACFLT

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV

RUATUL/COMSEVENTHFLT

RUEPCR/NSA

RUMFUI/CTF 77

RUMGUN/CTG 77.6

RUMFCR/CTU 77.6.6

RUMGCR/USS MORTON

RUMGCR/USS RICHARD & EDWARDS

RUEHCR/AMEMB SAIGON

RUEPIA/CIA

RUEPWWjWHITE HOUSE

RUEHCR!STATE DEPT

ZEN/SECDEF

T C P 3 E e H E f JCS 8869~64 JCS SENDS.

SUBJECT~ DESOTO PATROL (U)

REFERENCE~ A. JCS 8838 DTG 1823582

1. DEFER DESOTO PATROL UNTIL FURTHER INSTRUCTED.~

•

I



\unclassified until filled)

I
NSA25X3
NSA25X6

RIBUTION

ADN
ADP
P¢5
D32
B
B2
B21
B22
B23
B26
NSASCC
AFSS FM
ASALNGP
ADNSG
DRF

COPY NR.

SPECIAL HANDLING

COMIrq! CIIAiHfELS

DATE: 19 SEPrEMBER 1964

I~:::~J I
USA-32
USM-626J
USM;;,.9

I . . I·
NSAPACREPVIETNA,M~I'TQ' P' 0 own t>UTT I
CGUSASAPAC
PACSECTYRGN
DIRNAVSECGRUPAC
DIRNAVSECGRU

INFO PRECEDENCE

PRIORITY

00
INFO~ USAFSS

CGUSASA

Il
suSLo

j
HQ NSAPAC
ASSTDIRNAVSECGRU

'i' e P 3 E C R E ! COON! CHkNU£LS

NSA FOR'~ N2288 REV AUG 63
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61
to be used untl1 exhausted)

TO:

ACTION PRECEDENCE

IMMEDIATE

&ROMI DIRNSA

B205/329

SIGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD

•• HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT DESOTO PATROL SUSP~ED FOR AT LEAsr

ONE WEEK. WlLL KEEPADDEES ADVISED

M/R: Notd.fication of decision with regard to DESOTO Patrol. SNOO
is aware ot this action.

.L. 86-36

1

., ..... ES
1 1

1 OF

., ..... EB2¢51/51746

O'UI'TEA

'm~-=::"<;;"'<'=--'=-L=::~--_1."LEU'" O··"I_EAC.~/H.~/~=....!:=J-~.L:%.l~__ ,I-A_E_L.E!_'...._S-=ED:.t.=..... T.£::Z,.~ _

____.....I~I~~B2¢51/5174s ~ t
..... 1 NR.

AGO NR.

REFERS TO MESS ..... E

N
o

DTG N
SUSPENSE E

f'I1\NIli;E VIA CeMIlft CHANtffiLS Clft;¥
192¢¢¢Z



I

00 RUEKDA RUECW RUEPeR RUEPIA RUEAHQ

DE RUMFUN 52 20/0225Z

Z 0 200225Z

FM CTG SEVEN SEVEN PI' SU

TO RUATUL/COMSEVENTHFLT

RuxtrliL/CINCPACFLT
,

INFO~ ELDA/JCS

RUECWfcNO

RUHLHQjCINCPAC

RUMGUI/U4L5/CTF SEVEN SEVEN

RUEPCR/WHITE HOUSE

RUEPeR/STATE DEPT

RUEKDA/SEC DEF

RUEPIA/CIA

KEPCR/DIRNSA

RUMJIR/AMElm SAIGON

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV

RUMF S/Cm.mAVPHIL

RUWPCR/AP3V/CTU SEVEN SEVEN PI' SIX PI' SIX

RUMSBJ/MJTC/CTU SEVEN ZERO PI' 'IWO PT ONE

RUEAHQjDIA

BT

TOP 3 E e ft E 1

TONKIt4, GULF DESOTO PATROL (S)

SITREP ELEVEN AND FINAL

s: COMSEVENTHFLT 12¢633Z

B. MY 192135Z

•

I



L IAW DIRECTIVES FROM HIGHER AUTffORITIES,

DESOTO PATROL TERMINATED AND STRIKE

POSTURE CANC:ELI.m.

2. USS MORTON WITH COMDESCIV 52 E20mARKED/

USSR EDWARDS ENROUTE JOIN TG 77.6, USS SABALO

ORDERED WITHDRAW GULF OF TONKIN LIFEGUARD STA

AND HONORED JOIN em 77.7•

PAGE TWO RUMXMMFUN 52 TOP =; It S R K T

3, eTG 77,6 INS CONSfEL WITH MORTON/EDWARDS

WILL PROCEED SUBIC FOLL TRANS YANKEE TEAM DUTY TO

C'l'G rt. 7 2¢ SEP lAW CQl.ISEVENTHFLT 20¢¢26Z.

NOTAL,

4. THIS IS FINAL SITREP.

r; GP-l

r-



2'!J12'/J¢Z

I ~AFSSOCONAI>

I tAFSSOSAC

I tAFSSOTAC

COMNAVPHIL

DALLCVAJ)ET~WESTPAC
ZE}i

5 E C ft E 'f ItBlBO

o •
P.L. 86-36

I

2/Ql/VHN/R28-64 ST22'/J SIGINT READINESS BRAVO j OUTBOARD j REPORT

NUMBER 7

MSG INTERCEPI'ED AT 2f/JC/!145Z STATES THAT SEVENTII FLEET STILL

SOUTH OF DEMARCATION LINE AND THAT GaIN ION ISSUED ORDERS

TO CARRY OUT GULF PATROL.

COMMENT~ IDENTITY GION XON NOT KNOWN TIllS STA. MOO ADDRESSED,

TO ALL STATIONS AND POSS REFERS TO ENTIRE GULF TONKIN.

I



ZKZK 00 NRL HHA NOL DE

.,
.L. 86-36

ZKZK 00 RNl DE

o 2¢18¢5Z ZTII

FM DIRNSA

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY

USN~467P

ALL eVA NSG DET WESTPAC

SSO FORT RITCHIE

WDEHR

NSA25X3 I

I

Z:E}f

,") ~ C 11, ~ r ttffift\d 2/0~ tRl1~64 ST 1?5~22¢

SIGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD TERMINATED

IN Vl.EW OF THE POS'T'.FDNEMENT OF FURTHER: PATROLLING BY

K' ;H1PS: IN THE GULF OF TONKIN AND THE LACK OF' EXTENSI v4""--__....
OR DR\! REACTION 9 SIGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD IS HEREBY

TERMINA'rED 0 NORMAL REPORTING PROCEDURES HAVE BEEN RESUMED 0



(confidential HVCCO until filled)

T ~ f 5 E 0 R ~ T QIMA2

•COpy HR.

I
OIS'TR IElUT IOH

ADN
ADP
p05
P04
D31
D32
B
B.2
1'321""
822 NSA25X3

BQ3
B24
B26
CJ
PI
AUSLO
NSASfJC
ASALNGP
AFSS/FM
DRF

DATE: 2¢ SEPT 1964

NONE,_---1- _

UNCODED

SUSLO ~M

CUSASAPAC
FAGSCTYRGN
DIRNAVSECTRUPAC
ASSTDIRNAVSECGRUPAC

NSA25X6

PRlffiITY

[]
USM-626J'

'USM;;;;9
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USAFSS
CGUSASA
DIRNAVSECGRU
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ACTION PRECEDE"'CE

IMMEDIAT"E

N',·A FORI.\ N22BB REV AUG 63
(Supersede,' N2288 REV jUN 61
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INFO,

e F ROM1 D IRN&1\

B2¢5/331!64

SRB OUTBOARD TERMINATION

~: A. DIRNSA B2¢51319-64~ 1716552 SMCl,N B. DIRNSA B2¢5/326/64~

191¢¢5Z" IN VIEW OF SUSPENSION OF DESOTO PATROL AND LACK OF EXTENSIV

__.....ItDRV REACTIONS~ SIGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD DECLARED REF

ALFA AND EXTENDED REF BRAVO HEREBY TERMllJATED, ACTION ADDEES WILL

RESUME NORMAL tEPORTING POSTURE

I
M!R; Termination of SIGINT Readiness condition. Thi.s action was
dis~u5sed ·wit.h Chief ~ B2~ ADP, and DIH. SNOO aware of this act.Lon ,

RELE .... ED "'T v

2¢1745 iii.

s P"'GE P ... CES

1 OF 1
"'CI NR.

AGO NR.

0900?'/2¢

RELE .... ING OFFICliR

R T C ...

P.L. 86-36

REFERS TO MESS"'GE

_<GO

AGI

DTG 191¢¢5Z
SUSPENSE

DR"'FTER

I



.L. 86-36

I

ZKZK PP ZLA AOR HI! NRL DE

P 23¢4J6Z

PM USN Z?

TO DIRNSA

INFO eNO

HQ NSAPAC

CINCPAC

DIRNAVSEGGRU

DIRNAVSECGRUPAG

ZEM

9:' 0 P £ g ~ 2 i 'Ie mNAR S.1!~CTI0N ONE OF TWO

ore USN J..67P ORIGINATES

SIGINT SUPPORT TO DESOTO PATROL

ito DJRNSA B2¢S/328~64 DTG 1914-40Z

B o DIRNSA B2¢S!334c-64 DTG 2216292 (PASEP)

L Rgf' ALF! NOT' HELD USN 27 OF USN ,46'1.P FlLES o

"'0 AS REQ REF BRAVO HEREWITH BY TOl/TOR DESOTO REFl.ECTIONS

RE;AGTiONS AND pass ID-:.LATETl SIGINT INFO REGD ABOARD USS MORTON

I



PRIOR 181233Z:

l TOI 17~15Z MOO FM PORT WALLUT TO UNIDENTIFI1!D "IlIN HERElI DO

NOT FIRE PROBABLY RELATED TO FmING TRAININGo

TOI 17~238Z MOO PM PORT WALLUT TO T12~ "NR 150 TO ALL STATIONS

AND ALL SHIPSo «GRM» ARRIVE mANG «QRM»o RECOGNITION OF

THE EN»tY BY HEADQUARTERS « IGRG» POSIBILITIES: ( (2GRG))

ENTIm «2GRU» PROVID;E «XGM» WITH FORCE THE SOUTHERN AREA

«4GRG» 0 ALL STATIONS WAIT «2GRU» TAKE PRECAUTIONS (AGAINST)

THE ENEMY ATTACK (WHETHER) BY SEA OR AIR «2GRG» PROVOKEo "'

TOR 17¢258Z USN 27 PASSED FOL MSG~ "10 FOLLOWING GIST11.....-_----1
FURNISHED FYI~ Ao 17~554Z/27~ THE SEVENTH FLEE'!"u S INTENTIONS

ARE POSSIBLY TO MOVE IN AND TO PROlOKEo ALL STATIONS ARE

NOTIFIED '!'HE ENBm" COURSE IS CLOSE TO SHORE PLANNING TO

PROVOKE USo s. BASED ON CORRUPT TEXT -1 _
DE NGL2 « PORT WALLUT» "

TOI 17¢41~Z USN 27J 2/Ql/VHN!R¢7-64o DTG 17¢315Z

TOI 17¢411Z USN 27 g(Q/VHN/R99~64 DTG 17¢258Z

Tor 17¢42¢Z PM PORT WALLUTTO UNIDENTIFIED IINR 18 0 (you)

MUST WAIT «2GRU»), PREPARE TO CAMOUFLAGE; THE ENEXY (WILL)

POSSIBLY PROVOKE AND ATTACK US BY SEA (AJID/OR) BY AIR~ (2GRU»

NSA25X3

INSIDE THE 17TH AND 18TH OFSEP 0 II

TOR 17¢55Z USN 27J 2/Ql/VHN/Rf/J6..,,64~ DTG 17¢12f/JZ

TOI 17¢528Z FM PORT WA.LLl1T TO UNIDENTIFIED "NR «SHIP BUS» ALL

SHIPS RELAY STATION R2D «2GRG) «2GRG» OBSERVED AT 1¢2¢ HRS 2.

DESTROYERS AT BEARING OF 991/SHIP BLSK/IsPEED \~ KNOTSo II

TOR 17¢618Z USN 2.7J 2/Ql/VHN/R1¢-64 DTG 17¢515Z

TOI 17¢725Z FM BEN THUY TO UNIDENTIFIED /IIlIN HEREII COAST, ALSO

POSSIBLE « 22GRU» TO RAID « 2GRU») 0 11K" «XGRM» GUARD «3OOU» RmUINING



COMMUNICATION WITH "K".

-" TOI 17'1tl45Z FM BEN THOY TO UNIDENTIFIED "Emrr POSSIBLE «2GRU)

WITH ACTIVITY AT LAOS; POSSIBLE SHELL THE COAST LINE; ALSO COULD

POSSIBLE «2GRU» RAID «2GRU». "A'S" DIRECTIVES «2OOU»

MUST STRENGTHDl «2GRU»; GUARD; MAINTAIN COMMUNICATIONS WITH "K".

TOI 17¢810Z FM VINHSON TO BEN TROY "TO SUBUNIT 6 «lemU» RECEIVED

O~S TO POSTF1JE THE BATTLE9

'1'01 17~19Z nI PORT WALLUT TO '1'231 "NR 22. TO ALL STATIONS, T120j1

134j1 l.42j1 '1'227. «2GRU» REPORTS 1430G AT A BEARING OF 4~ Dl!XmEESjI

RANGE 26HCM, COURSE 328 DEGREES, SPEED 15 KNOTS; 2 DESTROYERS

THREATmING. "

TOR 17~38Z USN 27J 2/Q]/VHN/R13-64 DTG 17¢853Z

TOR 171~Z WON 27J2/Ql/VHN!Rf/J8-64 DTG 170335Z

TOI 171045Z PM eaRT WALLUT TO UNIDENTIFIED SHORE STATION NORTH FLEET

"NR 2 9 TO '1'134, 12¢, l.420 WITHIN THE RADIO NET, THE ORDER IN WHICH

TO COME UP (IS AS FOLLOWS): SUB-UNIT ONE, THEN SUB-UNIT TWO, THEN

suB-UNIT 3 «4GRU» REPEATEDLY DISORDERLY BY NITE «REmINDER OF
.~ :

HLNT GRBLED» 9

TOR 171253Z USN 27J 2(Ql/VHN/R12-64 DTG 17¢830Z

TOR 171845Z USN 27J PASSED FOL MSG

"I. MOO REPOEXTED INTERCEPrm REF
~ ~

ALPA (17~1;Z ENTRY) VERSION REF BRAVO INTERCEPTED THIS STA AT 170823Zo

20 REF BRAVO (lnmZ ENTRY) USES QTE DINH UNQTE AS SIGNATURE.

SEARCH CONFIRMED IN VERSION REPORTED REF BRAVO QTE~ TO
'~

DETACHMENT 6 "(GARBLED)"

TOR 171910Z USN 27 2/Q/VHN/Rlf/)1-64 DTG 171750Z

TOR 172¢12Z DIRNSA 2/0/VHN/R12-64 DTG 171652Z



TOR 18(l}037Z USN 27J PASSED FOL MOO: "A. USN 467P SPOT INTEL

ITm-f 170845Z

B. USN 27J FOLLOW-UP NR 05 TO 2/Q1/VHN/207-64 DTG 170853Z NOTAL

C. DIRNSA B205-318-64 DTG 10 MSG REPORTED INTERCEPTED REF

ALFA WAS VERSION REF BRAVO INTERCEPl'ED THIS STA AT 170832Z. 2.

REF BRAVO USES QTE DINH UNQTE AS SIGNATURE. SEARCH CONFIRMED THIS

PERSONALITY TO BE LINKED WITH OOUTHERN FLEET ACTIVITY IN THE

PAST D BELIEVE USE OF QTE DINH UNQTE TO MEAN POSTPONE AS REPORTED

REW ALFA INCORRECT IN THIS INSTANCE j DUE TO LOCATION IN SENTENCE

STRUCTURE. 3. FOL IS USN 27J VERSION REPORTED REF BRAVO QTE: TO

DETACHMENT RECEIVED ORDERS «POSS TO FIGHT» DIN. «U/I

PERSONALITY» COMMENT: UNRECOVERED GRP BELIEVED TO MEAN QTE HAVE

NOT YET UNQTE. NO RELATED ITm-fS NOTED THIS srA."

TOR 180217Z USN 27J 2/Ql/VHN/Rll-64 DTG 1707¢¢Z

TOR 180219Z USN 272/Q/VHN/Rl0¢-64 DTG 171110Z

TOI 180247Z FM: U/I (ON SHIPPING/FISHING FREQ) TO. VOU2 (SHORE

STA CONTROL):

"CAN" SEE CLEARLY 946 j 950. PREPARING FOR BATTLE. MET ANOTHER

I /QJ1Yl// ABOUT 10¢ METERS AWAY CAN SEE CLEARLY NR 946 g NR 950 PRESENTLY

PREPARING( ( GRBL» PLEASE INFORM DISTRICT AND 00 DISTRICT 228¢¢."

NOTE~ ANTENNA RIGGED FISHING CRAFT PASSED BY DESOTO (DIS'i~CE i¢¢

YARDs)L

T " P 3 E eRE " QDJAR FINAL SECTION OF TWO

TOI 18¢3¢5Z FM PORT WALLUT TO~ U/I

NR YM GO 142.9 134 g 12¢j AT 1930L 18 SEP THE T142 RETURN TO

PORT «2GRU». T 183~ 19 SEP THE T132 (SiATOW) RETURN TO PORT

«2GRU» TO ADMINISTER «2GRU» FIRING AND « 2GRU» AFTERWARDS



"\

;

J

RETURN TO BU CHAY TO TAKE ON «2GRU» 033¢G 20 SEP «2GRU»

ANCHORAGE AREA «G~» CONTINUED

TOI 18¢J24Z 1M: PORT WALLUT TO: T146, T120

TO « 2GRG» ¢955G; NR 280 TO T12¢ TRANSMIT (TO) COMRADE KIM.

« GRG» 17 SEP 2 DESTROYERS WERE OUT A SEE. AT 06J¢G 18 SEP

(THE '!'WO DESTROYERS) WERE «lGRG» NAUTICAL MILES NORTHEAST OF

HON MATT 0 T ¢830G (THE DESTROYERS) WERE 18 NAUTICAL MILES FROM

HON MATT.

TOI 18¢J29Z FM: PORT WALLUT TO: U/I

19J¢G 18 SEP THE T142 (SWATOW) RETURN TO PCf'r «2GRU». A

18J¢G 19 SEP TIJ2 RETURN TO PORT «2GRU» TO ADMINISTER «2GRU»

FIRING AND « IGRU» AFTERWARDS RETURN TO Bli CHAY TO TAKE ON

«2GRU» ooJ¢<} 20 SEP REI'URN TO ANCHORAGE AREA «2GRU»

Tal l8¢435Z FM: U/I VES TO: CONTRO

PULLING IN NETS NOW THE ENEMY SHIPS ARE DOING « GBLD) ). AGAIN

ALMOST «lGRU» HERE TO RELEASE / /SHIP Busl/ FLY DOWN. IN ORDER

TO PREPARE FOR BATTLE «lGM» RUN AND BE SEPARATED FROM THE NET

« GARBLED» VIEWPOINT IN ORDER TO PULL IN THE NET URGENTLY//SHIP

BLK// FLY DOWN. (I M) REI'URNING TO THUONG RIVER, PRESENTLY

AWAITING NEWS.

TIO 18¢435Z FM: CONTROL TO: UtI VES

(you) CONTINUE TILL 1630. THE NET WILL HAVE PLANS (OR STRITGEY)

AFTER «lGRG».

TOI 18¢445Z FM: UtI TO: UtI

NR 2. TO 49. COMRADE NHAN (IS) REI'URNING (FOR) THE NETTING:

COMRADE CAN GO OVER TO THE BOAT (TO MEET) COMRADE NHAN. IN

TOI 18¢62¢Z MOO FM PORT WALLUT TO IDENTIFIED: NR J¢. TO T12¢, T227

TRANSMIT TO COMRADE KIM. AT l¢l3G 2 DESTROYERS ARRIVED 3¢ NM NORTHEAST



OF LACH CHAO'J~EADQUARTERS REMINDS ALL STATIONS TO REINFORCE
~

, (OR STRENGTHEN) THEIR DOMMINS AND EXECUTE EIA.CTLY THE DIRECTIVE

NR 6¢3 OF AUG 22, 19640

TOR 18¢64¢Z USN 271 fTG 17112 Z

TOR 18¢72¢Z USN 27 2/Q/VHN/R1¢4-64 DTG 18¢656Z

TOI 18¢813Z FM T12¢ TO PORT WALLUT~ / lIN HEREII SPEED TO ATTACK

(OR AMBUS) IN THE BORDER «2GRU)) HIGHEST DEGREE IIQJl.MII ALREADY

«2GRU» FIRM SITUATION.

TOI 18¢817Z FM T12¢ TO PORT WALLUT~ THE ENEMY IS CONTINUING TO

PROVOKE «2GRU») HAVE ORDERS FOR ALL STATIONS. STRENGTHEN (YOUR)

AREAS, DISTINGUISH ~ICAN SHIPS, SOUTHERN REGION. DO YOUR BEST

TO AVOID PROVACATIONS: TO GRSP (ND) TO ADVOCATE K QJS NEW WAR.

TAKE PRECAUTIONS (AGAINST) AN AIRCRAFT ATT~CK, ALL STATIONS

«2GRU» NANCE, DISPERSE (AND) CAMOUFLAGE; ALL PRESENT

( (2GRU» BATTLE

(KIM IS NOW BOARD THE T12¢, WHICH EXPLAINS WHY A SWATOW CLASS

PGM IS ISSUING ORDERS SUCH AS THESE)

'1'01 181¢¢2Z FM PORT WALLUT TO UNIDENTIFIED~ IlIN HEREII STRENGTHEN

THE AREAS; DISTINGUISH AMERICAN SHIPS; SOUTHERN AREAiDO YOUR

BEST TO AVOID PROVOCATIONS; GRISP (AND) ADVOCATE K-li S NDl ,'~,

TAKE PRECAUTIONS (AGAINST) AN ENEMY AIRCRAFr ATTACK «2GRU» CONT~

INUID ALL STATIONS RISE FORWARD PREPARE EVERYONE TO BE READY.

TAKE PRECAUTIONS (AGAINST) AN ATTACK WITHIN (OUR) LIMITS BY THE

AMERICAN SHIPS IN THE SOUTHERN AREA.

TOI 181145Z USN 27J 2/Ql/VRN/R15-64 DTG 18

NSA25X3
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