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Declassified and approved for release by NSA on 12-11-2006
pursuant to E.O. ~2859, as amended. ST case 51652.
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SU13JECT: ISRAELI ACCIDENTAL. ATTACI( ON U.5.5. LIBERTY, 8 JUNE.

1. ~LO HAS PASSED IDF ARMY SPOKESMAN STATEMENT RELEASED TO
PRESS AT 1930Z. QUOTE: AN UNIDENTH'IED VESSEL APPROACHEQ tHE
EL ARISH (31~7N-334SE) AREA AT NO'OO TQDAY.S FIRE WAS OPENED ON
THE VI: SSEL.· AFTER IT WAS VF;R I F"IED TH~,T THE· VESSEL \lIAS NOT AN
ENEHY VESSEL. ASSISTM1'CE WAS OFFERED BUT THE VESSEL CONTINUED'
t'i'·:D£R O\4N STEAK. THE VESSEL BELONGS TO THE u.s, NAVY AND THE
!SP.~.ELI' AUTHORITIES APCLOGIZ~~D•. THE VESSEL \lIAS 1$ MILES OFF' THE
un QUOTE. ." ".

2~ LOCAL APOLOGIES.FROM IDF PASSED TO ALUSNA EARLIER. SEE
DAB 0S25.

J, .9.4D H~.$ J!i4D.E NO COf\H>'!ENTTO IOF ,S\HIO ARE APPARENTLY VERY
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. 4. EGYPTIAN SHELLING ATTACK FROM S~A IN' GAZA AREA REPORTED BY

IDF' YESTERDAY. SEE DAO 211HZ. " r

5~ ASSISTANCE AFT£R ACCIDENT OFFER to BY IOF NAVY MTS WHICH
\'JE' HAVE BEEN TOLD USS LIBERT Y WAVED OFF. .

6. REF' PHONE: CONVERSATION «eoi, TAYLOR DIA AND COL PERNA DAO,

COAST.
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TEL 'AV IV) ISRAELI HELrC01'T£R S NOT USED OR PR ESENTL Y CONTEMPLATED

.FOR RESCUE. WE UNDERSTAND FROM PHONE CONF. USS LIBERTY DOES NOT
PRESFNTLY SEEK ISRAELI AS~IST~NCE,AND HAS SATISFACTORY RADIO CONTACT
lHT!{ USfJ NET. .

·7. ALIJSNA OVERFLIGHT IN lOr HELICOPTER FOR INSPECTION AND ATTE~1PTED
CC;~T.ACT NO!~ PROD.lJCTI\IE, EXCEPT TO OBSERVE SHIP UNDER \~AY AT
APPROX g KNOTS NORTHERLY, CDURSE Gm NM WEST OF ASKELON AT 1930Z.
LIBERTY LIS.TING APPROX 10 DEGREES STAReOARD
MlD /jAY DE HAVINGHSOME STEERING DIFFICULTY.

8. IDF WILL RESPOND IN RESCUE If ASKED, HOWEVER WE SHALL INITIATE
uo REQUEST REPEAT 1'30 REQUEST UNLESS ADVISED BY NMCC OR OTHER WASH
AGE~JCY •

s , lDF' REQUESTS THAT IF ANY OTHER US SHIPS. (OR AIRCRAF'T) ARE IN
OR COPTEr~PLATE ENTRA~Cl! TO COliBATANT AREAS, \t1E PROVIDE APPROPRI TE NOTICE
C/OmOINATED IHTHEM!lA55Y. oGP·3. I ... S"~7'


