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· SECnON 1 OF 2 . - -.. - •
S0BJ: ' (U) USS LIBERTY INCIDENT.
REFERENCES:
A. YOUR 1412~0Z ·uUl~ G7.
D. USDIiO 0825 JUN 1S7.
C. USDAO 0827 Jutl 67.
D. USDAO 08J4 Jut! 67.
E. USDAO 0845 JUN 67,
r. USDAO 0849 JUN 67.
G. USDAO 0852 JUt! 67.
H. USDAO 0 SSE> JUN 67.

· I. USDAO 088/1 JUt! G7.
'J. USDAO 0886 JUN $7.1

.. -:. ;cm ~~g~o K~~~: t~~s~~EN'r OF COURT OF ~K~U~~;'
.. L.

<PAGE' 2 RUQl1VL 0900/1 S E8 R E , lleFeftll -. - -.'. - ", •
: • CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS'SUiWOUNDING USS LIBERTY INCIDENT AS OBSERVED .
.. AND RECORDED-By ALUSNA TEL AVIV CDR E.C. CASTLE, 'USNC ,. - -,
',1•. (C) 'ALUS~lA CALLED TO ISRAEL DEFENSE FORCE FOREIGN LIAISON'
I' on CE 'I;DFIFLO)AT APPROX081h00Z.·' MET THERE'SY'[;T'COL tlICHAEL
" BLOCH, ASSISTANT IDF SPOKESI'lAtl WHO SAID· ISRAEl. AIRCRAFT AND NTB'S

::: ~~~E~~g~~O~~S!E~TT~~~~D11~~B~N ~~i~!~UF.3.~ :~;!A~~P ~! ~~g~~~~:
"GJTERS IN'RESCUE OPERATIONS. HAD NO OTHER -INFO. ~IADE:' APOLOGIES '

.aND REQUESTED INFO OF OTHEH u.l. $HIPS NEAn WAR ZONE COASTS. USDAO
· SENT HASH NESSAGE,REF B. -
,~2. (C) ALUSNA REPOR1'FDlNCIDENT TO, U.S, -ANBASSADOfrWHO HAD JUST
: RECElVEDREFORT fR011 ISRAELI FOREIGN l1lNISTRy· (fONllIN). - ANBIISSADOR

,- SUGGESTED ALUSNA COULD BE HOlm TO SITE OF INCIDENT'l'OATTHIPT
~,·_rronIFY SHIP AND REQUESTED HELOFLIGHT nOli DIRECTOR OF UNITED
:. Sl1.ns DEPARTI-IENT OF' ISRAEL FONMIN. -, .•.. -
~: 3..(C) AT APPROX,!1lg15:30Z DEPUTY R~IYECTOR OF U.S. DEPT 'ISRAEL
:FNMIN CALLED ALUSNA AND SAID lDF HELOS-HAD PUT U.S.' SURVIVORS .
:i AYliAP.D ISRAELI NAVY SHIPS AND THATALUSNA COULD BE FLOI~N TO -MEET
(THLIR ARRIVAL IN PORT. 'BEFORE DEPUTY DIRECTOR COMPLETED HIS- .

'oSTATEMENT LT COL BLOCH CANE ON SAME PHONE AND SAID THt REPORT OF
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PIl:I<ING UP SURVIVORS WAS COI1PLETELY- INACCURA1'E AND THAT NO SUCH
ZI;TltOH£I1AflHTRKEllDPLACE.· BLOCH THEN SCSNNG .' , --."
BEEN IDENTIF lED' AS USSLIBERTY AND'THAT FLO-IMS ARRANGING :HEtO
FLIGHT FOR ALUSNA TO FLY TO 'SHIP AND COM1111NICATE InTH ELECTRIC
MEGAPHONE tHTHC.O. OF LIBERTY, USD/iO SEIH' FLASH MESSAGE, 'REF C.
lj.' IU) AT APPROX 1il81540Z, FLO CALLED' ALUSNA AND SAID TO PROCEED
TO no TO PlCK UP ESCORT FOR HELO FLIGHT, ASTALUSNA ACCO~1PANIED

· AUSNA. .' -. - • - - • . ','
5. IC)' AT 081610Z (TIMt- RrCORDED'BY ASTALUSNA), -HELO t~AS AIRBORNE

.. FROtl DOV HOSS -AIRFI ELD ON NORTHERN EDGE OF TEL AVIV. HELO' PROCHDED
CNDIRECi iNTERCEPT TO SHIP. AT 0~lG25!, HELO PASSfD OVER THREE IDr
mE RU[~NING NORTH. AT 0816~5T, Hl.O ~lAS OVER- USS 'L!BER1'Y BUT HAD .
NEiTHER ELECTRIC MEGAPHONE Of( HAND HELD SIGNALLlGHi.· ALUSNA HAD
FlU/NED ro BE' LOt'JERED ABOACD LIBERTY FOR BRIEF CONFERENCE"HITH
C.O. ALUSNA IN CIVILIAN CLOTHES AND NOT ABLE TO CONVEY' HIS
IFNTITY TO BRIDGE OF L:lBERTY. LIBrRTY MADl: PREPARATIONS TO' •
REEIVE· ALUSNA 'ABOARD ON 'FORECASTLE.· 'SPEr.D OF· SHIP nlHICH· IT IS Assuat"l')
COULD NOT BE REDUCED FOR DAMAGE CONTROt REASONS) CAUSED HELO
PILOT TO SAY HE COULD NOT 11AKE iRANSFtR.· 'SHIP TP.E:N WAVED' OFF ,
~NSFER ATTE~@T. ALUSNA WROTE NOTE INQUIRING AS TO CASUALTIES
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o.f CJlLLING CARP AND DROPPED IT ABOARDLI&ERTY INWPROHTU' PACI<AGE.·
ALUSNfI UNDEftSTOODSHIP TO.SIGNAL ,U"FIRMA!:IVE 'CASUALTIES AND' THOUGHT
THE NUMBER SENT \MSFOUR OR FORTY nUT IS UNCERTAIN OF Tr?ANSllISSION
Ft\l1 ~;AND HELD LIGHT.' HEtO HAD TO DEPART BECAUSE-OF FALL 'OF ...
DARKNESS. OFFICER ON BlaDGE GAVE A THUNBS 'UP S lGN. ENTIRE HELO
TRIP IMS FRUSTRATION AND ESSENTIALLY NON-?HODUCTIVE·EXGEPT-ALUSNA
HS AELETO OBSERVE LIBERTY VNLJ)iJ~t'lAY ON OWN POHER 'AND TO NOTE
L5T AND SOME TOPSIDE DANEGt. HELO DEPARTED LIBERTY AT 081700Z
nm TOUCHED DOtm TEL AVIV 081'725Z • .• ,'
6.· (CHlllILE ALUSNA ON' FLIGHT, DATT RECEIVED TELEPHONE REPORT
FROM !DF AR1W SPO!<ESMAN OF - •. , - ,', - -. " - .,

. DF' PRESS NOTICE ON "INCII>ENr I'IHICH -.-
~JII'FOR I~ELF.ASE AT 0819~0Z." INTERIM COL TAnOR OFDIA'HEtD PHONE
CONv W!'l'H DATT. DATT UNDtRSTOOD FRON PIIONECON THAT 'LIBERTY NOT
SEEKWG IDF ASSISTANCE AND THAT SHIP HAD 'SA'l'ISFACTORY 'HAD IO-CONN
WITH U.S. NAVY. INFO T1-:15 PARA AND OTTER MILl.IHING REHARKE
OOTAINED IN USDi\O· 1t'IHf.DIATE HSG' REF, D. . . "','

,'7. <CH1 ON RETURN· EMBASSY,ALUSNA INFORMED THAT GENt GETTY OF
, Nl::JC REOUESTED PHONE REPORT WHICH 'WAS HADE AT APPROX 082100'l.

S\3STANCE OF PHONE CON SAME AS PARA' ABOVE. • ..
s.1" (e) AT APPliOX 091~00 , AR11E RECEIVED PHONE CALL FROM
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GENL cxss IB\<y OF NHCC ASK!NG USDAO rEL AVIV TO DETERMINE IF
IDFPLANES OR SHIPS HAD SIGHTED "ANY-BODiES OR PICKED UP-ANY
SURViVORS. GEN!. SAID 22 MEN WERE MISSING BUT ~IERt POSSIBLY
AL IN EOLD OFLIBF.RTY. GE
mAEETfD PHONERELLEFF.:EEU
AFlRMAT
~846 5SE()9n,- 0-3$.3 ., .. ,
9 . (S) AT 091300Z,_LT COL BLOCTCALLED ALUSNA. ALUSNA WAS
EXREPILY TO INQU·
~1 . RYO
EE RVLMEN9

353-$ 1)9: 43-~ 911
)8 91 313,)9
S49-589 t :9,;549117455348
,l.) &134% 8, S8$3, 59
553SE WERE:: ., - .
mUU1snr.lpAellStlSU E$TrDA
FROl1 COAST.' . ',' .- -, ., - " . _., ,
B. PRESENCE IN A FIGHTING AREA IS-AGAINST INTERNATIONAL CUSTON.
C. THE AREA IS NOTA C0l1l10NPASSAGE FOR SHIPS.'
D. EGyPT HAD DECLARED THE AREA CLOSED TO NEUTRALS.
E. LIBERTY RESJ::l1BLtS' THE' EGyPTIAN SUPPLY SHIP EL QUSEIR•.
F. SHIP WAS' NOT FLYING FLAG t~HEN SiGHTED. SHE MOVED 'AT QUOTE
HIiH SPEED UNQUOTF WESTI~ARD TOl4ARD ENnlY COAST,- ,.." -, .
G. IDF NAVY HAD EARLIER RJ::PORTS OF BOMBARDtlENT OF EL-ARISH FRON
SEA. ' ." ','- ..

.. .ALYSNA._P.RESSF.:IL.BLOCH FORALABELFOR THE STATF.OEEJING IF
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.,10 /;0 TEL AVl~ ISRAEL .
:; r;GD U\ D/C1NCUSNAVEUR _. .-/

':F 0 kUE:J'JS/DIA // ;.('

;T . '9Jd"!c;JUN 7. .
,',.: SEC !lON OF TwB _/.:. ,. '.,...

. ':; v.£F<E:.AN OFF rcI AI:""' EXPLANATION OF 'I1H': INCIDENT" LeOl. 111.O
'··'LD NOT SUPPLY A pREAMBL.E ON HIS OWN AND ALUSNA·REwUES!EIl ~~
r~~SU L1 "JITrl SOl1E AUThORITX' \tiH.O COULD BLOCH CALI.ED BACK AND.
(;AVE. ABOVE NON_COl'li1LTAL HEADING UsOAo SENT 111l1EDIATE KSG REF L
,rseR IS LNG ABOVE EliCH ANG E AND COtlr1ENTlNG ON UNLIK ELYIiOOD OF
Ref ESSIONAl. NAVAL OFF leERS CONt USING LIBERTY AND EL ,""USEIR
IJI) ULlJATlNG NAVY,5 ERRONEOUS ATTAQ'\ AS RESULT OF EAGERNESs
, IDF NlIvY TO GLEAN SONE PORTION OF GREAT VIC lORY BEING WON
'l IDF ARMY AND AIR FORCE

I,tim '}2g~l1£ AITA~~~g\f~!~gf~6 ~~~~N~N~E~~H~~ brO~t.~~~~sr :g~
URVIVORS' MADE BY IDF NAVY RADM MOORE PUT SI"EC!F rc i,lUESTlONS
UT PHONE CONNECTlOOTBI.l.DLytRY POOR ALUSNA STATED HE UNDERSTOOD

•

PAGE: RUQMVL 900/2 5 £ eRE' l4'JfeRU
TWOR2OF('(Ul::ST~ONS,.AND viOULD ACT ON TtlAT BUT RE("UESTE:D liSe:
BAC!\UP WITt! DETAILED QUESTIONS ON l.lUEHY ALUSNA TOLD RADI1 MOORE
THAT IN VIEW GENE.KAL kECENT NOn_COOPERATION OF FLO REGARDING USDAO
RE:(,,:Ur~S1S FOR HfO ON HOSTILITIES SLOWNESS or REPl.Y TO wUERY
ri£GARDLNG POSSIBLE SUf./YlVORS~ AN6 nlE JUST RECEIVED wUO-T£: SEVEN
POINl'S"UNiiUOTE: !HAT U S REwuESl'S FOR ISRAELI S~ARCH ACTION
~OULD PROEABLY GET BEt1~R RESPONSe: AT LEVEL IlIGKER TAN USDAO
10 F,LO R£"UESTs FOR INFO AND RENEWED SEARCH WERE PASSED TO
F LO ll1!iED IA !.El.Y "
l~. L S) ATI/l91~.3>JZ, LCOL BLOCIi TELEPHONE FOLLOlvING STATEMENTS
IQ••IlLUSNA I ,. .. -
A FOLLOwING ATTAQ<, :51 g4-;na .51'S OFFERED HELP TO LIBERTY
BLIT fiERE: REF USED ,... .• _
stu,S CONTIOPf sLtARCH INATrAQ\ AREA UNTIL gl'134Z WITh. .
NJ::GATlVERESUL1S EIICEPT FOR RECOVERY OF RuaGEliLLFE BOATS AND
OTHER El.I.Ull"!'lE T . .
C l1TB PERSONNtL- STATE Tn SAW NOONl: JUI1P INTO DiE SEA OR
H1 SEA . . .
o lii' HEl.lCOPTORSwERE OVER LIBERTY ~8A305Z TO 081~H-Z AND
\,~R E WAyED. OFF. HEI.OS CONDUC TJ::l) SEARCH UNTlL ,,81~"4Z,. •

{'AGE :5 kUQI'lVL ,,9~2);'~ i. ~. ~ i • i IlQP9Rlf
E -- .••-

. • rcot, BLOCH HAD INTERVIEWED ALL PILOTS OF ATTACI< ING

. ALRGRAF T EXC EP1 ONE A,i.L sTAn':D m E't HAD SEEN NO ONE IN OR
ENTERING WATER •
Fwl1 rDF HAD I~SllTUTJ::1} LIGHT PLAtU: SEARCH UPON RECEI!»! or
",VESTlONS REGARDING S£A~CHES AND WOULD CONTINUE UNTIL DAR< _
I·!ESS 9_ JUt,a: .
G IU NlIvt ESTIMATED STANDARD WIND AND CURRENT CONDITIONS
~'JCULl) CARRY SURVIVORS OR DEBRIS TO POINT ON GAZA STIP
COAST oppOSl1r: c rrr OF RAFAH
H ID1' AGREED TO CONDU;;T SEARCH ATTA~ AREA AND lo/ATERS 10
GAZA COAST LINEBI::GINNlNG FIRST LlGHT Ii} JUNE
L AS AeOVi:. BElNG DRAF.n:o AS USDAO FLASH I1SC· REF r LTCOL
Sf.Oell TEL£PHOi,JED INF07iAT LAST PILOT HAD B£E:~ INTER~IEWED
'IliAT PILOT TIIOUGHT HE SAW SlY TO TJ::N HI.I.O"W BOATS WITH •

. pEt)PLE IN WM E OF LIBERn .iii LOCH DISC RED I TF.:D '1Ii 15 REPORT
Hi. '~S)l -~ llJo}7;J;JZ LTC~L BLOCK REPOfin:O AIR SEARCH wlnt
Ni~GAT.~VI::._Rli:SUl.TS.,BEGANAT 101:l.30:JZ AND nlAT sunr ACE SEAIiCIi WOULD
BEG IN IN AS TERNOON . ALUSNlL HCml!Ii~NDED 1'0 us AU'lliORI TlES TriAT If NO
H~;I)LTS DEVELOPED Ih NIGHuAI.L TEkl1INATlON Ol' SEARCH BE AUTHORIZED
liP 0 111 IS f'1\f/A sENT As USDAO r l.ASH NS c , Rl:1' G. •
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,':,:" i.!; jJ,\'dd',Jj)( '"' ,<, ';",l~""k"" ',.,' ...'l.t,;';",

"'1',10£ ~.R f;U ..~:VL 9JN .. 5 • e it t: 1 .wI QRN • ",' '.',
,: ,,"S N'D) ... 9 1'..-r:tr..Vlt. ,)J93JZ U~DAO SOURCE REPOR .
). ,1~ :pr}- tAV£ 11'-<:"0 GAThEUb.BY OVEfJiEARlNG UF' AI' A!!<l'~U ~r:cr...• , .
)l cgr,'ii;oC F R£\;UENC liS 11\.'0 SUGGESTED TIiAT IDF AIRCP.Af~~i;7'J\;I.: :.

',', , _ "~ OR THREE IDENT.r; ICATlON r>ASSES OVER A SHIP SOI1El'll1t ~~l .
, ~~ ArTAC.\ ON LIBERTY ' AIRCRAF T REPORTED SH Ii> HAD U S r l.A~O ...

iliT NO PERSONNEL ON nECK HF 0 'lH IS PARA FORh!ARDED'~
LlrlITED ADDRESSEES INCWOLNG CNO AND DIA IN USDAO 085q JU~ 1
I'" LS ) AT APPROX 1~1915Z, IDF SPQ\.ES/'lAN REPORTED N£CATnL'
R£sULTS F RO£1 DAY LONG_Alii AND SUl\F ACE SEARCH BUT SAID IDF •

" 'Nr.VY STILL OPERATING IN AREA AND ""GULD CONTINUE ALERT WATCH
FOR SURVIVORS '!HIS l/~O SENT'IN USDi\O 111J1EDIATE MSG REF II
1.5. S/WD) ·ON "UERY FROM DIA USDAO TEL VIV Il1~lED ftSG •
Rl:1'. r' REPORTED INABILITY TO RE~H [a-. STORY OF SECONDARY ,
SOURet CITED PARA ~3 ABOVt:wM HOI'iEVER USDAO WAS ABLE PROVIDE
IN REF 1 HoEO ON nra ATTACK RECEIVED 8Y E~l.SASSY OFF ICEF:
r RON IDF NAVAL on'ICER "'HO SAID HE zASAaOARD MTB. S'AID
MTs is I.AUNCliED TORPEDOS AT LIaERTY '''dEN 'lHEY SAlv HER UNDER
ATTAC{ 8YAIRCRAFT MTB CREW ss« U 1. FLAG AFTER TOIJ>ZDO LAUNCH
SAID r LAG HAD BEEN ·oaSCURED BY SI10A bl:l IN SAME REi' ALUSNA •
en ERED PROBABLY BUT NOT CERTAIN SERIeS OF EVENTS AS FOLLOIVS.

? .

1,
'}:..

~,

:\
..

, i
,

o.

o

o

co

....
iI>

.' ..-. . - -, .-.. -_.

.(~~.~ ~ -. -.-' - .' .
..\. ,:_"

•"'~.

........ ~

, .

PAGE:; RU'oI~IVL p9iJel z i I: S Ii E f lief OftN ,
A. IrF AIRCRM T.R£P.QRTED AND IDENTIFIED LIBERTY AS U.S.
B. lI:ii" AF HCl MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE BROADCAST Il'EO TO ALL
UNUS' BUT pROI3ABI.Y UNIWORl1ED AIRcRAF T RETURNING FROM sTR.IK E
IN EGYPT HAD ATTACHD LIBERT'{
c, 11T8,S SA!4 AIRCRi'F T ATTA~ INC L!8ERH AND PRESUMED HER TO
BE EGYPTIAN SH II" THEY EAGERLY RACED INTO ACTION WIIHOUT

I ~'An LNG TO LDENT1F YOUR SH 113

gSsl~~~L gc~rp~~3cd3U£~~D ~5~v~~~~~1o~I~~T~~y~~~ ~~ ~1~e:R
ll£ARING MALICIOUS UNTRUE STORIES ABOUT INCIDENT FROM U ,S '

j
( PRESWlA8LY NniS"iEEK MAGAZINE ITEM). AllISNA SAID AT£D'II~ QUOTE MALICIOU~ 0
F.E:!lllW~:D BLOCH TriATSOl1E MONIHS EARLIER 1',H EN USN AIRCRt\F T '
!iAD ACClDENTALLYPEN£TRATJ::O 'lHE ISRAELI AIR CONTROL ZONES, THE" .: .
11).' M', CH IEF 010' INTELLIGENCE HAD ARROGANTl..Y ALTIIOUGH .
F AC£TIOUSLY SUGGEST£O TIiAT NEXT TIME HE MIGHT HAVE ,TO ATTAQ{
TIiE PLANES OR SHIp· BLOCH SAID 'lHAT TIIAT orr ICER TAU<S QUOTE
A I.OT OF NONSENSE ON"uor=: AND THAT HE HOPED ALUSNA DIDN,T
TH IN{ O'lH £R IDF Off LeERS wERE L1I\ E TIIAT ALUSNA REPI.IED HE JUST
WAN'l'ED IT TO 81:: CLEAR 'lHAT HE I',ANTED TO·HEAR NOTHING BUT

Ir , • ..."

: ?AGEIvY RU UI1VL 97JlJ /-if::-i-i..,EHSHiil--E£'""'TT-II,,"ie~f"EetfiR~lcr---
iCH .LCIAI. COl'l1'iEN9s,.QtJ ..1H£ SUBJECT OF 'lHE LlBERTY INCIDENT
i17. (S) AT i3H55Z LTCOLSLOCH CAI.kED ALUSNA 10 REPORt IDF
!CCJ,SGENL IiABIN~HAD APPOINTr:O AN Off LCIAL COURT OF INUUlRY .
UN m£ INC IDENT LNVOLV LNG USS LIBERTY Ttl IS ns 0 SENT AS USDAO
lWI1EDlAT':: l1SG· liE}" J ,., • .
1118. i C,I';L ON' 14 JUN~.t ALUSNA IMS A~ ED 10 MEET IDr NA, V't COMMANDER
IN·CH rEF COrlt10DORE EKELL, AT FLO IN EARLY EVENIN£... COMMODORE
ERELL PRls£NTED APOLOr.l£S TO U S NAVY ON BDiALF \Jl' lot NAVY

'ER£I.LSTAT£D HE DLD NOT wANT T~ ~OWIENT ON ELEMENTS OF 'lHE •
:tllSTA!< E UNTIL ;F TER COURT OF INi.<UIRY REAcHED ITS r INDINGS.

I
'QN \;IU£RY ERELl. SAID HE PRESUI1ED r INDINGS WOULD BE TRANSN!TTED
TO USG ·TrilSlt-SO AND Al1PLIFYING DETAILS SENT IN USDAO

';>RIORI1YI1SG REF K . "
!~S>. COl'ltlENt' A ,. ABOVE DOES NOT INCLUDE EXCHANGES BETViEEN
lJ.s. STATE: DtPAR'tMENT AND GOI OF I-oHICIi U S tlILLTAR'i ATrACHES
'it.Rt 1')ERE AlvARE: BUT IN ",HICH THEY TOQ< N!j ~ART .
:3 DES? In: TIl I:: LENGnl AND DETAIL 0: ABOVE IT ts RECOGNIZED,
iTriAT IT DO£S NOT ADD SIGNIF IcANTLY TO REFERENCED 11ESSAGE '
:?£PORTS r ROM Lf\fORI1ATlON AVAILABLE TO US!)AO TEL AVIV IT
':AN ar- PRESUtiEti -NAT 1lHLY 'nrr IDF' 1< NOI1S- Wl1li -CERrAlj~n ''lHE
:~XACT Si::l.iUENC£ OF E.V£NTS nlAT L£D TO ThE TRAGIC INCIDENT.
;; ... COQRDINATED "II'lH EMBASSY. GP_3.
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